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Tom Kelly Honored By Minnesota Twins
By Tom Burkard

Former Sayreville resident/St.
a last place finish the previous year
Mary’s High School alumnus, Tom
in ‘90 to a first place finish. They
Kelly was recently bestowed the
were the first teams in history to
honor of having a statue dedicated to
accomplish this feat.
him by the Minnesota Twins Major
Some of Tom Kelly’s endless
League Baseball (MLB) team.
list of accomplishments, awards and
Kelly, who honed his baseball
honors include: 1987, 1991-World
skills in the South Amboy youth
Series Champion; 1987-UPI
leagues, and Sayreville American
American League Manager of
Legion team, was drafted in the
the Year; 1991-Baseball Writers
1968 MLB Amateur Draft, following
Association Manager of the Year;
his high school graduation, by the
May 7, 2000-Won his 1,000th game
Seattle Pilots, who became the
as manager; Only Twins manager to
Milwaukee Brewers, and in ‘71
have his number (10) retired-2012;
signed with Minnesota.
Selected to the Twins Hall-ofHe worked his way up through
Fame; Most career wins for a Twins
the minor leagues as a player, and
manager-1,140 (won-1,140 lostin 1975, got the call from the Twins
1244 tied-1); Managed the U.S.A.
to play in the bigs. Tom had a “cup
team in the Future Games-2014.
of coffee,” only getting in 49 MLB
According to The Biographical
games, and was returned to the
Encyclopedia of Baseball, “He was
minors, where he continued to play
one of baseball’s most respected
until ending his playing career. He
and loyal managers”, turning down
then had a fantastic run as a minor
offers from other Major League
league manager, and in 1979 and
teams to remain with the Minnesota
1980 was Manager of the Year in
Twins. Congratulations go out to
Tom Kelly (l) poses during his tenure as the Manager of the Minnesota Twins, and (r) the bigger than life
the California League. In ‘81, with
Tom
Kelly on your tremendous career
statue recently dedicated to him by the Twins.
Orlando, he won the Southern League
in baseball, and most recently being
took over the reins as manager of the Twins, years old) to lead a team into the ALCS. Tom
championship, and the Manager of
honored with a statue in Minnesota.
the Year Award. In 1983, Kelly was named replacing Ray Miller, and in his first full year and the Twins captured another World Series You certainly have made South Amboy and
third base coach with Minnesota, and was in 1987, guided them to the World Series crown in 1991, over the Atlanta Braves in one Sayreville very proud!
the youngest coach at the time in the majors championship over the St. Louis Cardinals. of the most exciting World Series in history,
at 32 years old. Towards the end of ‘86, he He was the youngest manager at the time (37 which pitted the two teams, who came from

Solar Eclipse Event

Monday
August 21st
marked our
first full
solar eclipse
since 1918.
The Sadie
P o p e
Dowdell
Library
distributed
viewing
glasses to
ov e r 3 0 0
s p e c at o r s
and held
a viewing
event in the
parking lot
as well as
a live streaming viewing party in the library.
Pictured are Mayor Fred Henry (l) and his wife
Linda (r) using the special viewing glasses. See
more photos on page 25. (Photo by Brian Stratton)

Six Seek 3 Seats In
South Amboy

The new extended facade of ShopRIte includes a new entrance and many wonderful new features inside. (Photo by Brian Stratton.)

ShopRite Opens New Wing
By Steve Schmid

South Amboy Board of Education will
have 3 three-year terms open in the November
Board of Education election in November.
Seeking the 3 positions are: Patrick J. Walsh,
Shannon Gonzalez, Thomas H. Kross,
Anthony Conrad, Joan M. Conway, Jessica
Colacci.

Shoppers are enjoying the brand
new section of the ShopRite Ernston Rd.
Sayreville store. The new wing features a
higher ceiling with better lighting. A sushi bar
is available along with a worldwide cheese
boutique. Customers can enjoy a hot and cold

Frog Hollow Swim and Tennis Club’s
annual 5K Run and Health Walk will be held
SUNDAY, September 10th. Proceeds will
benefit the city of South Amboy’s Fire and
First Aid departments. There will be a free

youth Fun Run, awards, t-shirts, post race
Five candidates filed for the Sayreville Phyllis Batko running along with challengers
picnic, and all day swimming and tennis for Board of Education election in November. Christopher Callahan, Karen Rubio, Ryan
race participants. Entry fee is $20 in advance There are 3 three-year terms, with 2 De La Uz.
and $25 day of race.
incumbents, Michael J. Macagnone and

Frog Hollow 5K

buffet plus a fried chicken bar, and soft hot
pretzels. The bakery has been expanded and
there are more choices for pastries and baked
goods. The store has remained open during
the renovations which will now shift to the
other side. Future plans include shop at home

shopping, self service cashiers, and a Dunkin
Donuts. The restrooms have been expanded.
The new shopping wing opened August 9
with Shop Rite employees welcoming and
directing customers to the new area.

Five File For Sayreville Board Of Education
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The South Amboy Fire Dept. was on duty at the Middlesex County Fair on Aug. 12th. Pictured (l-r)
Chief Steve Szatkowski, former Chief Mike Geraltowski, and Tom Parsons. Great job, guys! (Photo
by Tom Burkard)

Talk Of The Towns
By Tom Burkard

Honored By Mayor And Council
Patrick Walsh and Joseph Przybylski
were honored at a South Amboy City Council
meeting last month. Walsh, a state champion
runner in cross country and track & field, and
Przybylski, who will receive his Eagle Scout
badge after 8 years as a boy scout, received
proclamations from Mayor Fred Henry for
their outstanding accomplishments.
“Dr. P.” Will Retire
Sayreville War Memorial HS drama and
theater teacher, Dr. Michael Piccuirro will
retire from the school district at the beginning
of 2018, after teaching for over 36 years. “Dr.
P.” as he is affectionately known, has directed
70 plus productions. His final production

will be “The Good Doctor,” written by Neil
Simon, and should be another memorable
show for Dr. Piccuirro, who has had a truly
amazing career at Sayreville. Best of luck,
“Dr. P.”!
More’s Celebrates 43rd Anniversary
More’s Jewelry is celebrating its 43rd
year of outstanding service to the local
communities. You’ll feel safe and secure
with the expert jeweler, Bill More, who
offers a complete jewelry service, sizes
rings and does repairs, as well as repair on
watches and clocks. See Bill and staff at 80
Main St., Sayreville, or call 732-238-5077.
Congratulations, Bill!

Graduates
Michelle Quinn (Sayreville), Cum Laude
from Fordham University, B.A. in New Media
and Digital Design.
Dana Quinn (Sayreville), John Hopkins
University, and will attend Columbia Law
School in the fall. She was a Bloomberg

Scholar and president of her sorority.
Kelsey Mazur (Sayreville), South
Carolina State University, master’s degree
in speech language pathology and audiology.
Graduated in 2013 from Neumann University
with a B.A. in elementary and special
education.
Dean’s List
The College of New Jersey-Kelly
Bobchin (Parlin), psychology; Gabriella
Cardoso (Parlin), elementary education;
Alexa Eisenberg (Parlin), elementary
education.
Wichita State University-Jason
Ciszewski (Parlin).
Roger Williams University-Cassandra
Kalev (Sayreville), Spring 2017 semester.
Scholarships
Devin Eardley (South Amboy)
received the Terumo America Holdings Inc.
Scholarship. Eardley is a criminal justice
major at Alderson Broaddus College, West
Virginia.
Doctorate
Amr K. Aly (Parlin) received a Doctor
of Dental Medicine in Dentistry, Cum Laude,
from Boston University.

College News
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Amy Wojaczyk is shown with her mobile LuLaRoe store at the Independence 18th annual Classic
Car Show and Flea Market on August 5th in South Amboy. Much to the delight of many of the show
attendees Amy’s offerings of the LuLaRoe fashions were well received. (Photo by Brian Stratton)
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Yearbook-St. Mary’s 1972
By Tom Burkard

St. Mary’s Class of ’72 returned from
summer vacation in early September 1971
for their final year at SMH. Top songs of the
day were “Uncle Albert” by Paul McCartney
& Wings, and “Go Away Little Girl” by
Donny Osmond. Sister Mary Madeline was
in her final year as principal. Frank Minnick
was Student Council President, and Peter
Huff, Senior Class President. The yearbook
was dedicated to teacher Thomas Rooney.
Some members randomly selected from
the Class of ’72: Thomas Alvarado, Shari
Applegate, Anthony Biancamano, Margaret
Bonis, Marian Burke, Debra Catanzaro,
Francine Cheeseman, Susan Coan, Lillian
Cook, Debra Corvino, Sharon Dempsey,
Margaret Erickson, Timothy Farrell, James
Fitzmorris, John Gordon, Donna George,
Nancy Gush, Judith Hayden, Mary Harland,
Patrick Hertlein, David Holton, Rosemary
Howarth, Joan Howe, Jill Kedzierski,
Elizabeth Kudelka, Kevin Larsen, Debra
Lee, Diane MacNeil, Theresa McCabe,
Maureen McQuade, Carol Michalsky, Janet
Nealon, Noreen Noble, Diane Norek, Lauretta
O’Connor, Therese O’Connor, Daniel Owens,
Debra Passafiume, James Riehl, Cheryl
Ruszczyk, Johanna Springvloed, Elizabeth
Sacher, Jennifer Szot, Raymond Thompson,
Nancy Tice, Donald Volosin, Stephen Wayne,
Joanne Wistuba, Walter Woronowicz.
Beloved and departed classmates: Paula
Grabko, Edward Kulick, Judith Mackiel,
William Yates. The senior play “Bye Bye
Birdie” packed the house in Nov. 1971. Other
popular events were the presentation of “The
Glass Menagerie,” and the Halloween Parade.
The Christmas Ball’s theme was “Christmas
Carols” and the teens danced to the music
of Scotland Yard band. On the national
scene, “Grease” was big on Broadway,
and “The Godfather” ruled the cinemas.
Eaglesville featured many talented athletes

including: Craig Beatty, Joseph Belmonte,
Thomas Boychuk, John Carroll, Joseph
“Jay” Thomas, Ernie Castrorao, Lawrence
Cox, Thomas Gulick, David Keenan,
Stanley Knast, Leroy Kurtz, Kevin Loftus,
Thomas Pearson, Gary Rojek, Henry Sager,
Greg Sciora, Jim Shannon, Al Sorrentino,
Richard Therkelsen, Ronald Bowlby,
Matthew DiGirolamo, John Mawson, Brian
Quigley, Gary Buckalew, John Avagliano,
Gary Nowak, Donna Piechocinski, Mary
O’Neill, Rose Gadomski, Virginia Zrebiec,
Lynn Nebus, Kathleen Birmingham, Lynn
Henry, Colleen O’Leary, Deidre Hulihan,
Patricia Bokan, Guy Carulli, Michael
Fennessy. Christine Norman was captain of
the cheerleaders, and co-captains were Eileen
Carey and Diane Gorman. Denise Usa and
Gary Nowak were Editors-In-Chief of the
yearbook. Dawn Wisniewski was Editor-InChief of “The Crown” newspaper. Joseph
Geores was president of the Forensic Club
and also the Technical Club. Sammy Davis’
song “Candy Man” topped the pop charts on
graduation day, June 11, 1972, as 211 seniors
received their sheepskins. The Class of ’72
held the distinction of being the first graduates
to have attended the new high school for
all 4 years. At graduation, four memorable
songs were sung: “Blowing In The Wind,”
“The Impossible Dream,” “I Believe,” “Let
There Be Peace On Earth.” Virginia Zrebiec
gave the Salutatory Greeting, and Catherine
Polinski was Valedictorian. The ’72 St.
Mary’s High grads who attended St. Mary’s
Grammar School graduated on the same date,
June 11th back in 1968. St. Mary’s Class of
’72 was a truly wonderful bunch of talented
people, diversified in so many ways, and I
am fortunate to have known many of them.

A new school year is filled with
potential—a chance to start new routines and
habits, build new friendships and discover
new possibilities and interests. It’s an exciting
time for many kids, however—at the end
of the school day, 11.3 million kids head to
homes where they are unsupervised from 3
to 6 p.m. according to Afterschool Alliance, a
nonprofit public awareness organization. As
children transition from summer to fall, the
YMCA of Metuchen, Edison, Woodbridge
and South Amboy are offering programs to
school-aged children throughout Greater
Middlesex County to keep youth active,
busy and engaged during out-of-school
time. Through a well-rounded approach to
youth development, the Y’s programs offer
activities in a caring and safe environment
during the critical hours after school. Whether
through sports, mentorship, or academic
support, the Y nurtures the potential of youth
throughout the school year.
“One in five children do not have
someone to care for them after school, an
essential time to help increase children’s
success in school,” said Rose Cushing,
President and CEO, YMCA of Metuchen,
Edison, Woodbridge & South Amboy. “After
school at the Y, and in the schools where the
YMCA offers programs, is an opportunity
for families to ensure their kids are receiving
additional support, continued learning and a
chance to participate in meaningful activities
that can inspire children’s motivations and

abilities to succeed.”
The Y is a leading nonprofit committed
to nurturing the potential of every child
and teen, supporting their social-emotional,
cognitive and physical development from
birth to career. In the YMCA of MEWSA’s
afterschool programs, youth receive help
with homework and can also explore the
arts, music, sports and crafts and, in some
programs, swimming lessons. Financial
assistance is available to those in need,
to ensure every child and teen has the
opportunity to learn and grow at the Y.
Careers in STEM (science, technology,
engineering and math) are projected to grow
17 percent over the next few years, and the
Y is helping youth develop strong problemsolving, planning, analysis and decisionmaking skills to succeed in the classroom
and in high-demand careers through optional
SCRATCH® and computer coding programs.
The YMCA of MEWSA employs
Healthy Eating and Physical Activity (HEPA)
standards in our afterschool programs that
help build a healthier future for our nation’s
children by encouraging healthy eating
habits, limiting screen time and providing
physical activity to keep every child healthy.
For more information about the YMCA
of Metuchen, Edison Woodbridge and South
Amboy’s afterschool programs, please visit
http://www.ymcaofmewsa.org/programs/
child-care/general-information

We had so much fun the first time that
we want to do it again!!! The South Amboy
PTO will be hosting their 2nd Handbag
Bingo on Friday September 29th, 2017.
Doors open at 6PM, first game will be called
at 7:00PM. Come have a great Friday night
out with friends and family for a chance to
win one of our amazing bags- Michel Kors,
Kate Spade, Coach…just to name a few. We
will also have 50/50 and raffles. The event
will take place in the South Amboy Middle
High School Cafeteria (200 Governor Harold
G. Hoffman Plaza, South Amboy NJ). For
more info or to purchase tickets please contact
Dana Mullen at SAPTO08879@gmail.com.
MUST be 18 years or older to attend. Want

to come with a large group?? No problem,
tables can be reserved for groups of 10 or
more. Light refreshments will be available.
Make your reservation while seats are still
available.

After School, At The Y

South Amboy PTO 2nd Handbag Bingo

PRAYER TO ST. JUDE
(To be said when problems arise or when one seems to
be deprived of all visible help, on far cases almost despaired
of). Most holy Apostle St. Jude, faithful servant and friend of
Jesus, the church honors and invokes you universally as the
patron of hopeless cases, of things almost despaired of, pray
for me, I am so helpless and alone. Make use I implore you
of that particular privilege given to you, to bring visible and
speedy help where help is almost despaired of. Come to my
assistance in this great need that I may receive the consolation
and help of heaven in all my necessities, tribulations, and
sufferings., and that I may praise God with you and all the
elect forever. I promise O Blessed St. Jude, to be ever mindful
of this great favor, to always honor you as my special and
powerful patron, and to gratefully encourage devotion to
you. Amen. Thank You St. Jude. -E.P..
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Free Shipping Included
By Elaine Holton Scott

Life keeps evolving…changing to keep
up with the times. What once was new quickly
becomes old…even in the way we shop.
The first time I ever saw the Sayre Woods
Shopping Center was late in the afternoon on
a hot summer’s day in 1955. I was crammed
together with my family in my Uncle Bill’s
black, pre-WWII Chevy, a car so old it had
running boards. Inside the trunk, the live
crabs we had caught were also crammed
together even tighter than we were in big
burlap bags. Going crabbing at Ocean Gate
and being far from shore in a rental rowboat
without a life jacket with crabs running loose
at the bottom of the boat was the highlight
of my summer. Hot, tired, hungry, and with
our skins a bright red from the sun, we were
making our way home again. As we passed
the construction site of the almost completed
Sayre Woods Shopping Center on Route 9,
my mother yelled, “Look at all the stores
they’re building!!” So, I did, by looking
through the small, oval shaped rear window
of my uncle’s old Chevy. I was all of 7 years
old that summer.
The Sayre Woods Shopping Center,
or Gateway as it’s now called, was the
first shopping center in the area. The main
attraction in the center was the Grand Union,
the first large supermarket in the South
Amboy/Sayreville area. Four years later, in
September of 1959, the first shopping mall,
Menlo Park Mall, opened its doors in Edison,
as the heyday of the “the Mall” was beginning.
People couldn’t wait to go to check out all the
stores built under just one roof…stores like
Bamberger’s, Montgomery Ward, JC Penney,
and even Woolworth’s. Not everyone,

though, had either the transportation or the
money to spend at the high-priced stores in
the mall, so, Red the Bus Driver, in his old,
worn-out looking Marathon Bus, continued
taking our dimes driving us to the stores lining
Smith Street in Perth Amboy.
Through the years, malls kept appearing
everywhere across our country, getting everlarger in the process, with some of their
parking lots being the size of football fields.
Besides shopping, malls just made a great
place for meeting a friend to have lunch,
seeing a movie, or as a place for seniors to
exercise in climate-controlled temperatures.
Becoming a staple in our lives, it had seemed
shopping malls would be around forever.
So…what happened?
Within the past ten years, over half
of the shopping malls in our country have
closed down, and it’s predicted that the rest
will also close their doors within the next
decade. What’s causing malls to fail? The
answer is “us”…each and every time we
order something online, we’re shortening
the lifespans of the remaining malls. The
ridiculously huge “superstores” will probably
be next, with Kmart already leading the
way. Strip malls will continue to survive if
anchored by a supermarket amidst businesses
providing some kind of service. Then again,
who knows, since it seems like anything and
everything can be bought without leaving
the comforts of home. I should know…as
Amazon, eBay, Barnes & Noble, and “a ton”
of other online stores have become good
friends of mine, especially when free shipping
is included with the purchase.

Sayreville War Memorial High School
Class of 1969 has started planning for their
50th Reunion targeted for the fall 2019.
They are currently working to convert their
paper mail list to email addresses. This will
be the way to communicate the Reunion

information as it develops. You may choose
to join or not join the Class website (www.
sayrevillewarmemorial1969.com). Please
contact Joe Coakley at joecoak48@aol.com
or Kathy Strek at swm69ers@gmail.com

SWMHS Class Of 1969 50th Reunion

Bake Sale At Kessler Rehabilitation Center

Kessler Rehabilitation Center will hold
a bake sale fundraiser on Friday, September
8th from 9 am - 6 pm to benefit the American
Cancer Society. Please stop by and support
this important cause. Kessler Rehabilitation

Center is located at South Amboy Medical
Center, 540 Bordentown Ave, Suite 4700.
For more information, call 732-525-0123 or
visit kessler-pt.com.

Sacred Heart Church is inviting everyone
to please feel free to shop at their Thrift Shop
located in the former convent on 226 Walnut
Street South Amboy. The Thrift Shop offers
many household items at reasonable prices

to help individuals furnish their homes. The
hours are Thursday and Saturday from 9:30
a.m. to 12:30 p.m. For more information call
732-721-0040.

Sacred Heart Church Thrift Shop Update

YMCA Plans Day Of Service/Remembrance

The YMCA of Metuchen, Edison,
Woodbridge & South Amboy, Greater
Middlesex County’s leading not-for-profit
community service organization, will
recognize the 2017 September 11 National
Day of Service and Remembrance by bringing
YMCA staff and volunteers together with
other civic groups to perform a service project
in each of the three communities served by
a YMCA membership facility - the towns of
Metuchen, Edison, South Amboy.
The Metuchen YMCA will partner with
the Metuchen Department of Public Works
to spruce up the area around Metuchen’s
Freedom Plaza. This project will take place
on Friday, September 8 to have the Plaza
ready for the September 11 Memorial Service.
The South Amboy YMCA, partnering with
Operation Gratitude, is holding a collection
drive for care box items to be sent to those who
served to say thank you and in appreciation.
The collection will take place in the lobby of
the South Amboy YMCA from August 1 to
September 11. On September 11 the YMCA
will host a station for those who wish to write
a note or create a drawing to be included in
the care packages. The Edison YMCA will
be visiting the Menlo Park Veterans Home
on September 11 to engage with veterans
during the Trivia Town Square event at 10
am and lead the group’s exercise program
from 11 AM to 12 PM.
The YMCA of MEWSA supports the
September 11 National Day of Service and
Remembrance not only because it uses the

day to remind us of the spirit of patriotism
and support which came out of the tragedy
of 9/11, but also because the day offers
the opportunity for the YMCA to bring
people together to serve others. This spirit
of volunteerism is what the YMCA was
founded on over 160 years ago. The YMCA
will encourage people to stay active in these
communities well beyond the National Day
of Service and Remembrance. As part of this
ongoing commitment to serve, the YMCA of
MEWSA calls on all Americans to find their
passion for service and volunteer to contribute
to the prosperity of their communities.
The YMCA of MEWSA’s September 11
National Day of Service and Remembrance
is made possible, in part, by a grant from
the Metuchen and Woodbridge Farmers
Insurance Agencies.

OLV Senior Meeting

The OLV Senior Group will hold their
September meeting on Friday, September 8,
2017 at 1:30 PM in Monsignor Dalton Hall.
Membership dues should be paid at this time.
New members are welcomed to join. Balances
for the remaining 2017 trips – Tomasello
Winery, New Hampshire/Vermont, Christmas
show, and West Virginia Christmas are due at
the September meeting. New trips for 2018
will be introduced.
Food donations will be taken for the
St. Vincent DePaul pantry. For further
information contact. Teri at 732-727-7639.
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The Sayreville Lions Club along with the Sayreville VFW Post 4699 recently donated a total of
100 cases of water and 7 dozen caps to the “OPERATION CHILLOUT” an all-volunteer outreach
organization dedicated to ending the crisis of homelessness for veterans, men and women throughout
New Jersey and parts of NE Pennsylvania. (Photo/Info Submitted)

Free Programs & Activities @ Dowdell
Library

Get back in the groove of the school
year at Dowdell Library with free health
screenings, culinary programs, bilingual
storytimes, a local business breakfast and a
banned book week contest.
Discover ways to stay healthy! Raise
your awareness of diabetes, hypertension and
preventative healthy living with a program
presented by the North American Disease
Intervention on Saturday September 9
from 1-3 pm. Get fit with health screenings
provided by St. Peter’s University Hospital
on Monday September 25 from 5:30-7:30 pm.
Teens and Adults! Join us for culinary
fun on Monday September 11 and 18 from
3-4 pm. Learn how to make a quick, simple
and tasty rice pudding dish in just a few
minutes – perfect for a last minute dessert
when unexpected company arrives.
Enter the Banned Book Week Contest
Monday, September 25 to Friday, September
29, and have a chance to win a prize!
Simply, match the title of the banned book
with the reasoning for its ban. This annual
event celebrates the freedom to read and
highlights the value of free, and open access
to information.
Business owners, join us for the city’s
business breakfast on Tuesday, September
26, at the Dowdell Library from 8-9 am for
breakfast, networking and a demonstration of
RefUSA. This free online research tool can
be used to target customers, identify your
market and create a marketing plan. This
event is being sponsored by Masterpiece
Mixers Paint & Party Studios on Broadway
in South Amboy.

The Dowdell Library will hold bilingual
math and science (MAAST) story times
starting Wednesday September 27 at 3:30
pm. These storytimes will be conducted
for children (ages 3-6) and their families in
Spanish and English and will involve reading,
singing, and hands-on creative projects. This
program is provided by a grant from the New
Jersey State Library and the National Institute
for Early Education Research (NIEER) at
Rutgers University to host the Math and
Science Storytime Series (MAAST.)
Music @ Dowdell is excited to present
“Noisy Neighbors!” This Mardi Gras inspired
band will perform live at the Dowdell Library
on Monday, October 2 from 6:30-8 pm. Bring
friends and family to enjoy an enchanting
evening of Mardi Gras!
The origins of Mardi Gras can be traced
to medieval Europe, but Mardi Gras was first
celebrated in the U.S. by French settlers in
the early 1700s. Mardi Gras is about music
and celebrations and masks are a magical
part of Mardi Gras tradition. The library
will hold a “Maskarade” competition for the
most intriguing mask. Don’t miss it!
To learn about upcoming library
programs, sign up for the monthly eNewsletter
at http://dowdell.org/newslettersignup.html
The Dowdell Library hours are Monday,
Tuesday, and Thursday from 10 am to 8 pm,
Wednesday and Friday from 10 am to 5 pm,
and Saturday from 12 to 4 pm. For more
information, please visit www.dowdell.org,
or contact the Library at 732-721-6060 or
comments@dowdell.org.

South Amboy Knights of Columbus
Council 426 are sponsoring a trip to
Sight & Sound Theatre and Shady Maple
Smorgasbord in Lancaster PA on Saturday
December 9. Motor coach leaves South
Amboy Knights of Columbus Parking lot
at 8 a.m. for the 11 a.m. show "The Miracle

of Christmas". After the show dining will
be at the Shady Maple Smorgasbord. Cost
of $130 includes round trip motorcoach
transportation, tickets for the show, and lunch.
For more information call Nancy Smetana
at 732-721-2025. or email at nsmetana65@
gmail.com.

New Brunswick, NJ, August 1, 2017
Court Appointed Special Advocates
(CASA) of Middlesex County is seeking
volunteers to advocate for children from
Middlesex County who have been abused
or neglected.
CASA volunteers are appointed by a
judge to speak for a child’s best interests.
They meet with the child and learn about their
circumstances with the goal of securing a safe
and permanent home for the child as soon as
possible. CASA volunteers come from all

walks of life, with no special background
needed. Applicants must be at least 21 years
of age and pass background checks.
Volunteer training will be held during
October. Applications must be submitted
by Wednesday, September 27. If you are
interested in volunteering call (732) 2464449, email info@casaofmiddlesexcounty.
org, or visit www.casaofmiddlesexcounty.
org/volunteer for more information and a
volunteer application.

The charter members of the South
Amboy Lions Club are: Vincent Abbatiello,
George W. Abel, Samuel T. Alexander, Arthur
Andrews, Arthur Arky, Donald Beam, David
Byrnes, Walter J. Casey, James F. Coan,
Eugene Dobrzynski, Otta Doucha, Rex
Dusenberry, Harold T. Edgecomb, Edward J.
Farrell, Frank C. Hoffman, Martin Howard,

Lewis V. Huff, Joseph L. Keenan, James G.
Kirk, John J. McDonnell, Albert Mortenson,
Edward Munn, Milton C. Newmark, John D.
Oliver, Wilbur R. Oliver, Oscar Reiner, Stuart
C. Smith, Philips J. Sullivan, John J. Triggs,
*George Wist, David Zeh, Adam R. Zepka.
*Active member Morgan Lions Club

Sight & Sound Trip December 9

CASA of Middlesex County
Volunteers Needed In Foster Care

South Amboy Lions Charter Members
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Amboy Bank Offers Programs

Amboy Bank helps seniors limit
increases, save and pay for property taxes.
As part an ongoing commitment to
assisting their communities, Amboy Bank has
implemented a program informing seniors of
the New Jersey Senior Property Tax Freeze.
The NJ Property Tax Freeze reimburses senior
citizens for property tax increases. Amboy
Bank has taken the initiative to contact and
educate senior clients about the program and
to let them know that the filing deadline has
been extended to October 18, 2017.
“As a community bank, we are always
delighted to help our neighbors in any way
we can,” said Amboy Bank’s Executive Vice
President and Chief Retail Officer, Gregory
Scharpf. “We are using our resources to get
out into the community and inform seniors of

the tax programs that are available to them.
For seniors and non-seniors alike, we also
offer a free, convenient tax service that will
help them save for and pay their property
taxes on time.”
Amboy Bank’s Free Save and Pay
Property Tax Service helps reduce the stress
of budgeting, saving for and paying property
taxes by doing the work for those enrolled.
Once the Tax Payment Account is opened,
the budgeted amount will be automatically
transferred from a linked checking, savings
or money market account every month, and
Amboy will send the tax payment before the
due date each quarter.
For more information about the programs
you can visit any Amboy Bank branch or call
877.222.6269.

OLV Senior Group Meet and Greet

The OLV Senior Group will hold a If you are unable to attend but would like
meet-and-greet on Tuesday, August 29, 2017 information on the group, please contact Teri
from 10 AM to 12 Noon in the lower church Yetsko at 732-727-7639.
hall. All new members are invited to attend.
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95th Birthday

On Sunday, August 6, 2017, family gathered in Linwood NJ to celebrate Martha (Zera) Pohl’s 95th
birthday. She was a former resident of the area residing in the President Park section of Sayreville
from November 1961 until June 2014 when she relocated to Brandywine at Brandall Estates
Assisted Living. Martha was born August 8, 1922 in South Amboy, NJ. She is the daughter of a
blended family of Ignatz Zera and Katherine J. Wilusz, David Street, South Amboy, NJ. She is
the sole survivor of the family which included her brothers Eddie and Joey, and her half siblings
Andrew, Katherine, Sophie, Walter, John, Rose, Walter and Mary. She was married September
7, 1946 to US Navy Veteran Arthur Francis Pohl Sr. (May 1971). She was a homemaker and is
the mother of Ralph (Joanne) Alexis McPoland (Michael), Arthur Jr. (Marianne), Grace Toth
(Stephen) and Roxanne Ciszewski (Robert). She is also blessed with ten grandchildren Andrew,
Brian, Christopher, Ronald, Lauren, Jessica, Casandra, Ryan, Deanna, Jason and two great
grandchildren Alexandra age 3 and Xavier born in April 2017. (Photo/Info Submitted)

The Smoke Column

By Ex-Chief Richard Kosmoski, M.S.
Emergency Service Management

An area that we sometimes overlook or
take for granted is fire safety in our schools.
We leave this responsibility to the school
administrators and the fire inspectors. But
it should also be YOUR responsibility
because your child attends that school. If
you see something that doesn’t look safe or
just doesn’t look right, say something to the
principal. All schools have some type of early
warning fire detection devices, usually in the
form of smoke detectors. These devices are
there to initiate a fire alarm notification inside
the building and notify the fire department.
The notification devices may be bells, gongs,
whistles, strobe lights, or some type of
device that has a unique sound that would
not be misinterpreted with normal building
operations.
Over the years, I have attended many
fire alarm drills at the local schools and have
seen both teachers and students disregard
or pay little attention to a ringing fire
alarm. Who knows at that time whether the
alarm is a drill or the real thing? Fire alarm
activation requires a complete evacuation of
the entire school, not just some classrooms,
or unimportant activities. Evacuation of the
entire school means just that, the “entire
school” teachers, staff, and students. In most
schools, floor plans are strategically located
as to which exit the students are to use from
the room they are in when the alarm sounds.
But what happens when the designated exit
is blocked by fire? Is there an alternate exit
in the plan to use?
Case in point where a school fire alarm
drill was conducted and the evacuating class
was told that their normal exit and pathway
was blocked by fire and they had to find
another exit. The principal told us that that
was being unfair and we couldn’t do that
because it would confuse the students. Really!
Isn’t it better to be made aware of various
escape routes BEFORE a fire occurs then to
be confused and panicking under actual fire
conditions?
There is one school fire that I would
like to bring to your attention. It occurred
on December 1, 1958 in the city of Chicago.
There are still many of us around that
remember that tragic day at “Our Lady of the
Angels School” especially those who were

attending local parochial schools at that time.
There was only one available fire escape, no
sprinklers, no automatic fire alarm, no smoke
or heat detectors, no alarm connected to the
fire department, no fire-resistant stairwells,
and no fire safe doors from the stairwells
to the second floor. There were 92 students
and 3 nuns killed in this two-story school
building. The fire started in a trash container
located in the basement of the school which
was adjacent to the open stairwell leading to
the upper floors. Fire spread rapidly upward
via these open stairs. If you can remember
in the older school buildings, above each
classroom entrance door there was a pane of
glass which could be opened for ventilation
into or out of the classroom, they were called
transoms. Once the fire and smoke leveled
out on the ceilings, it traveled horizontally
throughout the hallways. In this particular
case, the open transoms allowed smoke and
fire to enter the classroom. Those transoms
that were closed, had the thin glass quickly
broken by the heat thus permitting fire and
smoke to enter those classrooms.
The fire and smoke that traveled up
the open stairwells also blocked the safe
exit routes for the nuns and students on the
second floor. The Chicago Fire Department
placed numerous ladders to the second-floor
windows in-an-attempt to rescue those
trapped inside but by this time, many had
succumbed to the smoke and died of smoke
inhalation. Fire did not kill most victims
as you would think, the poisonous smoke
did! They were trapped in their classrooms
which quickly became a deadly environment.
Teachers and students must take all fire alarms
seriously because you never know when the
alarm will be sounding for an actual fire.
Fire inspectors do a great job of
inspecting our local schools but it is after their
inspection that people become complacent.
How many times do we find double-doors
chained and locked to prevent break-ins or
denying egress to the occupants? Does this
occur when students are in the building? How
about after school activities, are all doors
readily accessible to everyone to evacuate
in a hurry?
In the fire service we call this “situational
awareness”, know your surroundings!

A PRAYER FOR HEALING
Lord, you invited all who are burdened to come to
You. Allow your healing hand to heal me. Touch my soul
with Your compassion for others. Touch my heart with
Your courage and infinite love for all. Touch my mind with
Your wisdom, that my mouth may always proclaim Your
praise. Teach me to reach out to You in my need. Help me
to lead others to You by my example. Most loving heart
of Jesus, bring me health in my body and spirit so that
I may serve You with all my strength. Touch gently with
this life that you have created. Amen -T.B...

A PRAYER FOR HEALING
Lord, you invited all who are burdened to come to
You. Allow your healing hand to heal me. Touch my soul
with Your compassion for others. Touch my heart with
Your courage and infinite love for all. Touch my mind with
Your wisdom, that my mouth may always proclaim Your
praise. Teach me to reach out to You in my need. Help me
to lead others to You by my example. Most loving heart
of Jesus, bring me health in my body and spirit so that
I may serve You with all my strength. Touch gently with
this life that you have created. Amen -S.R..
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Young Eddie Strek of Sayreville was a Soap Box Derby racing enthusiast, and a two-time Sayreville
Soap Box Derby champion, capturing the title back in 1953 and 1954. (Photos/info submitted)

Remember Soap Box Derby Races?
By Tom Burkard

Back in 1954, 14-year old Eddie Strek
of Sayreville captured his second straight
Borough of Sayreville Soap Box Derby
championship, by defeating George Bailey
in the finals. The race took place at the top
of Pulaski Ave., with the finish line at the
bottom of the street, near the Main Street
intersection.
A large crowd was on hand to see Strek
win this very “special” race. According to
newspaper reports of the event, “His victory
was of special significance because of the
great interest of his father, superintendent of
the Sayreville Water Department, who died 2

months ago. Even in the hospital, Mr. Strek
would frequently ask his son about the racer
and give him advice on it. He was looking
forward to seeing Eddie win the derby again.”
The race was so important to young
Eddie, because his father’s last wishes were
for his son to win his Borough’s title, which
he did. In route to the championship, he
defeated John Cebulski, and Bernie Orlander.
For winning the Sayreville Soap Box
Derby, Strek was presented with a $25 U.S.
Bond, fishing rod and reel, basketball and
rim, and a baseball and baseball bat.

Steak Night

South Amboy Elks will be holding
Steak Night on Thursday, August 31 from
6-8 pm. Dinner will include steak, baked
potato, vegetables, coffee, tea and desserts.

The cost is $15.00 per person. Tickets must
be purchased in advance at the lodge located
at 601 Washington Ave. South Amboy or by
calling 732-727-7170.
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South Amboy Lions Club Award Winners
Through The Years

Citizens of the Year
1980-James Tustin; 1981-Dr. Charles Hoffman; 1982-Richard J. Schultz; 1983-J. Thomas
Cross; 1985-Hazel Conway; 1986-Sister Monica Jacques; 1987-Adam Zepka; 1988-Stanley
Kapica; 1989-Helen Sieber; 1990-Edmund Paczkowski; 1991-Thomas J. Gorman; 1992-Joe
Wojciechowski; 1993-Ginger Quirk; 1994-Robert Heiser; 1995-Mayor John T. O’Leary;
1996-Joseph McCarthy; 1997-Edward J. Szatkowski.
Police Officers of the Year
1980-Frank Norek; 1981-Michael DeLucia, Kenneth Szatkowski; 1982-James Tedesco;
1983-Tom Brinamen, Robert Point; 1985-Augie Charmello; 1986-Ray Durski; 1987-Leroy
Kurtz; 1988-Robert Kelly; 1989-Augie Charmello; 1990-Frank Dziekan; 1991-John O’Leary;
1992-Leo McCabe; 1993-Bernard Mackiel; 1994-Darren LaVigne; 1995-John McCabe;
1996-Ray Durski; 1997-William Houseman.
Fireman of the Year
1980-Chet Meinzer Sr.; 1981-Austin Stolte; 1982-Jeremiah Connors; 1983-Harold Hartman;
1984-William Hawes; 1985-Larry Stratton; 1986-Gary Colfer; 1987-Al Sorrentino;
1988-James Beshada; 1989-Richard Johnson; 1990-Donald Braun; 1991-Gary Gatyas;
1992-John Szatkowski; 1993-Charles Pickard; 1994-Gary Colfer; 1995-Gerald McCracken;
1996-James Charmello; 1997-Kenneth Walczak.
First Aid Person of the Year
1980-Lee Steiner; 1981-Elizabeth Leveille; 1982-Mike Szaraga; 1983-John McCloud; 1985Les Batchelor; 1986-Robert Scully; 1987-Jim Ryan; 1988-Kenneth Kubinak; 1989-James
Ryan Jr.; 1990-Ronald Keegan; 1991-Gary Cottrell; 1992-Dave Barlics; 1993-Kevin F.
Zebro; 1994-Brian McLaughlin; 1995-John Mulvey; 1996-Mark Hardy 1997-Jack Piskorski.
Outstanding Citizen Award
1981-Leroy Letts; 1982-Michael DeLucia.
Awards of Valor
1996-Brian Gay; 1997-Daniel Kudelka, Ted Schmidt.
(All above information submitted by South Amboy Lions Club)

YMCA To Host Teen Leadership Retreat
The YMCA of Metuchen, Edison,
Woodbridge and South Amboy are thrilled
to present an incredible opportunity for
teens, ages 12-18 to join us for a 3-day
TEEN LEADERSHIP RETREAT at CAMP
MASON in Hardwick, NJ from October
13-15th . Staff and teens from all three
branches will come together in a positive
environment, to engage in safe and ageappropriate activities that aim to foster new
relationships, build self-confidence and teach
new skills. Teens will also be introduced to
the Leaders Club program, organized for the
purpose of developing youth as leaders and
fostering a culture of service. The retreat
and the Leader’s Club will provide teen
members with knowledge and training that
will help them to better serve others and to
shape a healthy lifestyle themselves. Teens
from each community will interact and learn
from one another to identify ways that they
can strengthen their leadership skills while
also strengthening their own community.
The retreat is free of charge for teens

9/11 Service

The American Legion Post 62 and The
South Amboy Elks Lodge #784, will be
holding a 9/11 service on Monday, Sept.
11, 2017 at 6:00 pm. We will be paying our
respects and remembering those who perished
that awful day, as well as honoring the heroes
who stepped up to help others. The service
will be held at the South Amboy train station,
where there is a piece of one of the towers.
Please join us and show your support, and
bring your patriotism with you.

who are members of the Y and who show
true interest and passion in growing, learning,
and thriving from a rare experience such as
this. Be a part of the ADVENTURE! Contact
your local YMCA Program Director for more
information, and to inquire about reserving
a spot!
There will be information sessions held
at the Metuchen, Edison & South Amboy
branches on Friday, September 22nd at 7:00
p.m. This information session will provide
parents and teens with the weekend agenda,
information about the weekend activities
and you’ll get to meet the staff who will be
in attendance with the teens.
For more information please contact
your YMCA branch:
South Amboy: Tanita Nelson —tanita.
nelson@ymcaofmewsa.org or 732.553.9622
Edison: Dean Seda —dean.seda@
ymcaofmewsa.org or 732.494.3232
Metuchen: Barbara Verikas —barbara.
verikas@ymcaofmewsa.org or 732.548.2044

September 11th
Memorial Service

The Borough of Sayreville will be
hosting the 16th Annual Memorial Service
to remember
the victims of September 11, 2001. The
Memorial Service will be held at 7:00 pm,
Sunday, September 10th, 2017 rain or shine
at the Sayreville Borough 9/11 Memorial in
Burke’s Park, Washington Road.
Those wishing to attend are asked to
arrive by 6:30 pm. For more information,
contact Robert Bruce, Program Coordinator
at 732-322-5514.

YMCA Volunteers to Serve the Community
on the 2017 9/11 National Day of Service
The volunteers of the YMCA of
Metuchen, Edison, Woodbridge and South
Amboy will partner with community
organizations in service, joining the 2017
National Day of Service and Remberance
September 11. Offering the towns we serve
something good on an anniversary of tragedy.
WHO:
YMCA of Metuchen, Edison, Woodbridge
& South Amboy volunteers and community service organizationsMetuchen YMCA with Metuchen Department of Public Works,
Edison YMCA with Menlo Park Veterans
Home,
South Amboy YMCA with Operation
Gratitude
WHAT:
Metuchen YMCA
Freedom Plaza,
corner of Woodbridge Avenue and Main
Street
Metuchen, NJ 08840

9/8/2017, morning Clean up and replanting at the Metuchen Freedom Plaza in
preparation of the town’s Annual 9/11
Memorial Event
Edison YMCA
At the Menlo Park Veterans Home
132 Evergreen Rd
Edison, NJ 08837
9/11/2017 , 10 AM to 12 PM, Trivia Town
Square and offering interactive physical
activities to US Veterans in residence
South Amboy YMCA
200 John T. O’Leary Blvd
South Amboy, NJ 08879
In progress collecting items for care packages for active military,
9/11/2017 , all day, offering members and
the public a letter writing and drawing
station for letters and drawings to go with
the care packages.
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YMCA Of South Amboy Partnered With
Jersey Cares For A Volunteer Event

The YMCA of South Amboy partnered
with Jersey Cares on August 1st, which
brought the lawyers and paralegals from
Fragoman, Del Rey, Bernsen & Loewy LLP
of Matawan, NJ to
our facility for a day
of fun and learning.
Along with our
camp counselors,
40 lawyers and
paralegals worked
with our CAMP
SAY participants
and taught them to
use 3D plastic pens,
painted on terracotta
pots, played in an
obstacle course in
the gym, created felt
hop-scotch mats and
other enrichment
activities in order to show the kids how
to foster new relationships, build selfconfidence and teach them new skills.
The staff from the South Amboy YMCA

would like to thank Jersey Cares, and the
participants from Fragoman for taking the
time out of their schedules to make the day
a success.

For more information please contact our
YMCA branch:
Ashley Turner —ashley.turner@
ymcaofmewsa.org or 732.553.9622
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8th Annual “Bowl For Hunger”
Article/Photos submitted)

The Bowl for Hunger Committee
released the following statement on Friday:
Assemblyman Craig J. Coughlin in
partnership with the Middlesex Water
Company, Raritan Bay Medical Center
Foundation and Woodbridge Metro Chamber
of Commerce held the 8th Annual “Bowl for

Hunger” last night, Thursday, July 27, 2017,
at Majestic Lanes of Hopelawn. Since the
event’s inception in 2010, more than $155,000
has been raised to feed the hungry. This year’s
event once again featured a double session,
5:30 to 7:30 PM and 8:00 to 10:00 PM, where
approximately 550 bowlers took part on 80
bowling lanes. Assemblyman Coughlin,
Michael D’Agnes, President and
CEO of Raritan Bay Medical Center,
Dennis Doll, President and CEO
of the Middlesex Water Company
and Karen Barnes, President of the
Woodbridge Metro Chamber of
Commerce thanked event participants
and sponsors for supporting the fun
event and the area’s thirty two (32)
food banks who help nourish the
underserved. While all pledges and
donations are still forthcoming, the
8th Bowl for Hunger has raised approximately
$31,000.00. Interested community members
or businesses still wishing to make a donation
to the “Bowl for Hunger” should contact the
Woodbridge Metro Chamber of Commerce
at 732-636-4040. The grand total will be
released in the coming weeks.
In total, 74 corporate, community and
individual sponsors donated at least $100.00
to support the cause. Of the 74 sponsors, 29
individuals and organizations donated at the
$500 level—Allegiance, Amerigroup, Bank
of Woodbridge, BAYSHORE Recycling,
Carpenter Contractor Trust, CME Associates,
Elizabethtown Gas, Foundation Title,
GEICO, GERDAU, Horizon Blue Cross
Blue Shield of New Jersey, James P. Nolan
& Associates, JFK Medical Center, JJ Elek
Realty Co., Metro Park A.G. Church, New
Jersey Credit Union League, New Jersey

Hospital Association, New Jersey Bankers
Association, NJM Insurance Group, New
Jersey Shares, Realty Advisory Group,
Reliance Insurance Group, Middlesex County
Surrogate Kevin J. Hoagland, Verizon,
Wakefern Food Corp. and WellCare.
Assemblyman Coughlin, Presidents
Barnes, D’Agnes and Doll thanked
the combined 74 corporate and
individual sponsors, including
45 sponsors who donated $100
or more:
Almasi Companies, American
Irish Association of Woodbridge,
Berkeley College, Columbia
Bank—Woodbridge, Congressman
Frank Pallone, Jr., Cultural Arts
Commission of Woodbridge,
D.B. Kelly Div. #1 of the Ancient
Order of Hibernians, Daniel
Harris, , First Presbyterian Church of South
Amboy, Garden State Dispensary, Hatch
Mott MacDonald LLC, Insurance Council
of NJ, Investors Bank, James P. Durek,
Esq., Katz Government Affairs, Kaufman
Zita Group, Knot Just Bagels, Larry &
Peggy Mayerowitz, MCDO LBGTQ
Caucus, Metuchen Democratic Organization,

Michael V. Testa, Architect, Michelson
Family Foundation, Middlesex County
Young Democrats, MMC Contractors,
Middlesex & Somerset County AFL-CIO
Labor Council, Middlesex County Building
& Construction Trades Council, Middlesex
County Democratic Organization, Middlesex
County Federation of Democratic Women,
Middlesex County Freeholder Charles
Tomaro, Middlesex County Freeholder
Leslie Koppel, Middlesex County Freeholder
Shanti Narra, Middlesex County Surrogate
Kevin Hoagland, Middlesex County Young
Democrats, New Jersey Food Council, Our
Lady of Fatima, Penna Consulting, , Princeton
Public Affairs Group, Riker Danzig Scherer
Hyland & Perretti LPP, Senator Joseph
Vitale, Shell Oil, The Club at Woodbridge,
Trinity Episcopal Church of Woodbridge and
Woodbridge Center LLC.

Classic Car Cruise Night September 9

South Amboy Knights of Columbus
Council Council 426 are sponsoring the
Kenneth J. Smetana Memorial Classic Car
Cruise Night September 8 from 6 to 9 p.m. in
the parking lot of the Knights of Columbus
308 Fourth St. South Amboy. Cars, Bikes,

Trucks, and Customs are welcome. DJ, 50/50,
Food and Beverages are available. Please
bring nonperishable food items for the food
pantry. Baby foods, peanut butter and diapers
are especially needed. For more information
call 732-721-2025.

By Tom Burkard

Actor Dule Hill has been highlysuccessful in the acting field. The 1993
Sayreville War Memorial High School
graduate will return for a 2-hour holiday
reunion of Psych: The Movie in December.
He is currently starring in season 3 of the
HBO production Ballers. In addition, Dule
starred in West Wing.

The OLV Senior Group is sponsoring a
trip to American Music Theater on Thursday,
May 3, 2018 to see Songs of the Silver
Screen. The price of the trip is $125.00 which
includes the musical, lunch at Shady Maple,
bus transportation, bus driver gratuity, and
snacks on the bus. For further information
or to reserve a seat, please contact Teri at
732-727-7639.

George W. Abel 1946-47, 1947-48,
1948-49; W.R. Oliver 1949-50; John D.
Oliver 1950-51; Samuel Alexander 195152; Joseph Keenan 1952-53; Stuart C.
Smith 1953-54; Walter Casey 1954-55;
Joseph Juliano 1955-56; Raymond Skwiat
1956-57; Edward Munn 1957-58; Arthur H.
Franck 1958-59; John R. Everitt 1959-60;
Vincent Marrese 1960-61; Peter J. Krenzel
1961-62; Rolland Prudhon 1962-63; James
Mulvey 1963-64; John Z. Zientek 1964-65;
Franklin D. English 1965-66; William Kurtz
1966-67; J. Thomas Cross 1967-68; Robert
Leslie 1968-69; Raymond Tomaszewski
1969-70; William Kach 1970-71; Robert
Zera 1971-72; Franklin D. English 1972-73;

Steve Gozora 1973-74; Richard Palmer 197475; Gregory Havlusch 1975-76; Edward
Condiracci 1976-77; Steve Gozora 1977-78;
William Beattie 1978-79; Thomas E. Downs
1979-80; Franklin D. English 1980-81; Jack
Hulsart 1981-82; Robert Pawlik 1982-83;
James Mulvey, P.D.G. 1983-84; Franklin D.
English 1984-85; Angel Guikoff 1985-86;
William R. Beattie 1986-87; Jack Hulsart
1987-88; Raymond Tomaszewski 1988-89;
James Mulvey, P.D.G. 1989-90; Billy T. Ward
1990-91; Robert Pawlik 1991-92; Franklin
D. English 1992-93; Jack Hulsart 1993-94,
1994-95; Raymond Tomaszewski 1995-96,
1996-97; Paul Mundy 1997-98; Jack Hulsart
1998-99; Robert Pawlik 1999-Present.

Dule Hill Excels

Music Theater Trip

South Amboy Lions Club Past Presidents

35

$

SLOT FREE PLAY
YOUR TICKET TO WINNING BIG!

Ride the bus to Sands Bethlehem
• 3,000 of the hottest slots
• Table games including poker
• Incredible dining options including
Steelworks Buffet & Grill
• The Outlets at Sands Bethlehem
And so much more!

BUS SCHEDULE
MONDAY AND THURSDAY SERVICE

Servicing Passaic and Middlesex Counties
Provided by Lenoir’s Charter Service
lenoirscharterservice.com • 973-838-9180
Visit PaSands.com for motorcoach information
and details on our many exciting promotions.

GAMBLING PROBLEM? CALL 1-800-GAMBLER.
Must be 21. Drivers license, passport or military ID required. Offer is complimentary and is issued
one (1) per person. Slot Free Play is valid on date of issuance only; will expire at the end of the
day at 5:59am. Offers are non-transferable. Offer and schedules are subject to change
without notice. Anyone either voluntarily or involuntarily prohibited from gaming by
the PGCB is ineligible for this offer. Must arrive via line run bus to receive offer.

SAT
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Piscataway Regional Day School students sang a spirited rendition of “The Candy Man” for the schools
variety show this summer. Photo/Info Courtesy of the Educational Services Commission of New Jersey

PRDS Students Perform “The Candy Man”

Engaging students can be particularly
challenging during the summer. However,
Extended School Year students at the
Piscataway Regional Day School (PRDS),
had little difficulty immersing themselves in
Teacher Lisa Melsopp’s approach of having
them read classic stories and create related
activities based on the stories.
A school for students ages 3-21 with
multiple disabilities, students enthusiastically
responded to the beloved Willie Wonka and
the Chocolate Factory story, and enjoyed
learning to sing “The Candy Man” song.
For the PRDS variety show, students
performed a spirited rendition of “The

Candy Man,” wearing costumes designed by
Classroom Aide Lauren Amendola.
The PRDS is one of six Educational
Services Commission of New Jersey
(ESCNJ) schools in Middlesex County for
students ages 3-21 with autism, moderate
to severe disabilities, and at-risk behaviors.
The largest Educational Services
Commission in the state, the ESCNJ
also provides services to school districts
statewide, coordinates transportation for
over 10,000 students across the state, and
manages a Co-op Pricing System with over
1,000 members, the largest cooperative
buying program in New Jersey.

Class of ‘79 Reunion

St.Mary’s H.S. Class of 1979 will be the Munckee-Bar & Grill, South Amboy
having its class reunion Fri. Sept. 22nd at from 9 p.m. to ?
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Winery Trip

The OLV Senior Group sponsoring a
trip to Tomasella Winery and Smithville on
Thursday, September 28, 2017. The price of
the trip is $60.00 which includes a luncheon
and wine tasting at Tomasella Winery and a
stop at Smithville Village, bus transportation,
gratuity, and snacks on the return trip. The bus
will leave from the lower parking lot of OLV
at 9 AM and return at approximately 5 PM.
For further information or to register for the
trip, please call Geri Steiner at 732-727-1655

To St. Jude

May the Sacred Heart of Jesus be adored and glorified,
loved and preserved throughout the world. Sacred Heart
of Jesus, pray for us. St. Jude, worker of miracles, pray for
us. St. Jude gave me hope. -P.S..

Hudson Valley Trip

The OLV Senior Group will sponsor
a trip to the Hudson valley from August
30 – 31, 2017. The price of the trip is $385
which includes tour and lunch at the Culinary
Institute, guided tour of the Vanderbilt
Mansion, tour of West Point and lunch at
the Hotel Thayer, a narrated cruise on the
Hudson River and dinner at a local restaurant
the first night and much more. For further
information or to make a reservation, contact
Finita at 732-721-5081

Mother and Father
by Al Gomolka, Jr.
Times Poet Laureate
c. 1992

Mother - life, love
Heart of the family
The most beautiful word
Father - life, love
Head of the family
The most beautiful word
Mother and Father
With respect
You are equally
God's Importance
The head cannot work without the heart
The heart cannot work without the head
Mother and father
The most beautiful words.
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Rumbles from the Rock ‘n’ Roll Reunion
By Clem Skarzynski

Rock ‘n’ Rollers, just got word from
Split Decision drummer, Ray Suchcicki and
guitarist Jack Mieczkowski, that Open Mic
Night at the So.Amboy Knights will resume
on Friday Sept.29th. I’ll keep ya posted.
Coming up,”Clem and Friends” once again
at the Sayreville Rec Dept. ”Blast from the
Past” Car Show and Concert-Sat. Sept. 16th,
and Sayreville Day- Sun.Sept.17th, both at
Sayreville’s Kennedy Park. Announcements
are in this issue, and we hope to see you all
there again. We had a great time last year,
and there will be additions to the lineup of
“Friends” that’ll make some great rock n
roll. Gettin’ a lot of studio time with the boys
from So.Amboy based “Square Mile”band.
Crankin’ out a lot of super classic rock from
this talented bunch. Check the next open
50 years ago the South Amboy Arena held a Roller Skate and Sock Hop on Wednesday nights. This mic at the Knights. If they’re there, you’re
in for some great music. Gotta do a shout
is a photo of an original free pass the bands gave out. (Photo by Tom Burkard)
out for good friend and fellow musician
Dave Florio from Sound Cave Studios at
1222 Route 36, in Hazlet..Dave’s studios
are now available for your “Rockstar Idol
Fantasy Party” parties from ages 8 to 108!
His party host will guide your “party” from
start to finish, from rehearsal, to recording,
then onto party like “a rock star!” Some much
more too. Call the studio at 848-459-3192!

What a way to “party” also,the studio hosts
an “adults only” girls nite out karaoke parties
too!! Seriously, a great way to have a party!!
Give ‘em a call, online also at
soundcavestudiosnj@gmail.com.
Morgan saxman and rocker Mr.Jerry Mokar
working on a super “project”in the music
industry with more info to follow as it takes
off. ”Clem and Friends” welcomes two new
members, Mr.Scott Lee Bishop on keys and
Super Saxman Graig Hoek, and two “old
timers” Rick Jackson on guitar and bass,
and Matt D’Esposito on bass, to the lineup.
Also, put it on you calendars- ”Clem and
Friends” head over the the So. River VFW
Post home on Oct.28th, for their “Halloween
Party/Dinner Dance 7 to11 pm, doors open
at 6:30 pm, $30.00 per person includes a
buffet, beer, wine and soda. For tix, call
732-254-9834, or get ‘em at the Post’s bar,
31 Reid St., So.River. The show will benefit
all local veterans and programs. C’mon
out and support the Post! They’ve been at
Sayreville’s VFW Post classic rock dinner
dance so, let’s help ‘em out. Hoping to see
you all at the upcoming shows, for the best
in Central Jersey’s classic rockers playing
rock ‘n’ roll. Till next time, be well and be
nice to yourself, and the person next to you.

Bet you never heard any of the following,
so if you’ve got a little down time, take a look
and listen on youtube.com.
“And Suddenly” by The Cherry People
reached #45 in 1968...“Sunshine Girl” by
The Parade in ‘67... “Happy” reached #50 for
The Sunshine Co. in ‘67, and sounds like The
Mamas & Papas…”I’ll Think Of Summer”
is a cool summer sound that never charted
by Ronnie & The Daytonas in the 60’s…

1987-Respect Yourself-Bruce Willis;
Right On Track-The Breakfast Club; LukaSuzanne Vega; Kiss Him Goodbye-The
Nylons; Touch Of Grey-The Grateful Dead;
Funky Town-Pseudo Echo; Heart And SoulT’Pau; Don’t Disturb This Groove-The
System; The Honey Thief-Hipsway.

You Tube-In

#1 Country Hits
Aug. 26

Broadway Musical Set In Sayreville to Open
August 2018

Producers Hunter Arnold, Carl Daikeler,
Ken Davenport, Richard Hopper, Roy
Putrino and Richard Roth have announced
that Gettin’ The Band Back Together will
open on Broadway next year at the Belasco
Theatre (111 W 44th Street) on August 13,
2018 with previews starting July 18, 2018.
Directed by John Rando (Tony Award
Best Director, Urinetown), Gettin’ The Band
Back Together has music and lyrics by Mark
Allen and a book by Ken Davenport and The
Grundleshotz with additional material by
Sarah Saltzberg.
The design for the musical includes sets
by Derek McLane (Tony Awards for Anything
Goes and 33 Variations) and lighting by Ken
Billington (Tony Award Chicago).
Casting will be announced in the coming
months.
Single tickets will go on sale this fall.
Group tickets are available now at www.
YourBroadwayGenius.com or by calling
855-329-2932.
Mitch Papadopolous always dreamed
about being the next Bon Jovi, but he
chose security over stardom and left those
daydreams behind for a day job. For a while
he thought he had everything – the high
paying job, the high-rise apartment – until
his 40th birthday when he got handed a pink
slip and had to move back in with his Mom
in Sayreville, New Jersey.
And when his high school arch nemesis
(with a 20-year-old grudge and a tangerine
spray tan) threatens to foreclose on their

house, this big-shot banker must save his
small-town home the only way he can… by
winning The Battle of the Bands.
So he dusts off his guitar, gathers his
old gang (the math teacher who isn’t good at
math, the Irish cop who dreams about being
on Broadway, the dermatologist who can’t
get a date, and a 16-year-old Jewish rapper
who makes Vanilla Ice look cool), and sets
out to win the battle… and maybe even
win back the high school sweetheart he left
behind… proving it’s never too late to give
your dreams one last shot.
The Associate Producers of Gettin’ The
Band Back Together are Kayla Greenspan,
Valerie Novakoff and Brian Cromwell Smith.
Free original cast recording available
at: www.GettinTheBandBackTogether.com
An earlier, developmental staging of
Gettin’ The Band Back Together opened at
New Jersey’s George Street Playhouse in
2013, this is what the critics had to say:
“A feel-good class act! A playful,
irreverent, and genuinely funny musical.” The New York Times
" F u n n y, e x c i t i n g , a n d o h , s o
entertaining!”- Asbury Park Press
"Turning 40 has never been so much fun!
You're bound to have an awesome time." –
NewJerseyStage
"The most fun I’ve had at the theater this
year. It rocks" - CentralJersey.com
"A laugh out loud musical for everyone
that will definitely leave you feeling good!"
– BroadwayWorld

Dennis Nardone Drums At Raritan Bay Park
By Steve Schmid

Saint Mary High School alumnus Dennis
Nardone returned to his hometown August
9 to play drums for the Sandy Sasso band
at Raritan Bay Waterfront Park. Dennis has
know Sandy for more than 30 years and says
he really enjoys playing drums for her big
band group. Dennis also played with Sandy
Sasso this season at Spring Lake Park Gazebo

in South Painfield and at Thompson Park
Gazebo in Jamesburg. He looks forward
to being back next summer. Dennis is a
1969 graduate of St. Mary High School and
currently lives in Somerset with his family.
He has played drums with many well known
bands over the years.

One Hit Wonders
30 Years Ago

#1 Pop Hits-Aug. 26

2007-Beautiful Girls-Sean Kingston
1997-Men In Black-Will Smith
2002-The Good Stuff-Kenny Chesney
1987-Who’s That Girl-Madonna
1992-Boot Scootin’ Boogie-Brooks & Dunn 1977-Best Of My Love-The Emotions
1982-Nobody-Sylvia
1966-Summer In The City-The Lovin’
1972-If You Leave Me Tonight-Jerry Wallace
Spoonful
1962-Wolverton Mountain-Claude King
1955-Learnin’ The Blues-Frank Sinatra

Clem and Friends at So.River VFW. Oct.28th

Central Jersey’s “classic rockers,” Clem
and Friends" will be at the South River VFW
Post #1451, 31 Reid St.,So.River for their
"Halloween Classic Rock /Oldies Dinner
Dance,” Saturday, Oct. 28th, from 7 to 11
pm. Doors open at 6:30 pm, and the $30
per ticket cost gets you a buffet dinner, beer,
wine and soda, and a nite full of live "classic
rock and oldies" from Central Jersey’s best

Old Time Rock ‘N’ Roll

1976-The band “Prism” was quite
popular in the South Amboy/Sayreville area.
Does anyone have any memories of this
group, or who played in it?
Aug. 18, 1975-Colonel’s Garter ran what
was billed as a rock concert, and featured
the following 5 bands: Salvation, Madison,
Zapp, Backus, Lock, Stock & Barrel. Would
anyone know who played for these groups?
1967-Remember those great summer
dances at Sacred Heart Memorial Hall? How
many can recall a band called “The Aztecs”
playing live at the Sacred Heart CYO dance
on Aug. 7, 1967?

classic rockers,"Clem and Friends". For tix
call, 732-254-9834, or get them at the Post’s
bar. All to benefit local veterans groups and
individuals. These wonderful folks have
been at the Sayreville VFW's past dances,
so let’s all help and support their efforts and
get together at "their home" for a nite of
rockin’ fun. Costumes are optional, it being
a Halloween dance, so, be there!

Meet and Greet!

Open Mic
September 29

South Amboy Knights of Columbus
Council 426 resume their fall Open Mic
Friday September 29 beginning at 8 pm. at
308 Fourth St. South Amboy. If you belong to
a group or sing and play individually, you are
cordially invited to perform. Refreshments
will be available. For more information call
732-721-2025.

New York Giant great, Phil Simms (c) recently
met with Lou Seminski (l) and his son Lou
Seminski Jr. (r) . Lou is the owner of Sciortino’s
Harbor Lights in South Amboy. (Photo/info
submitted)

Trip to Vermont and New Hampshire
The OLV Senior Group is sponsoring
a trip to Vermont and New Hampshire from
October 13 – 17 2017. The cost of the trip
is $790.00 which includes 4 nights lodging,
4 breakfasts, a luncheon at the Trapp
Family lodge, and 3 dinners and 2 welcome
receptions. Also included are evenings of

entertainment, Ben and Jerry factory tour,
shopping in Stowe Village, scenic train tour
and much more. The cost of bus transportation
and bus gratuity, taxes, and meal gratuities is
also included. For information on about trip
contact Carmen at 732-351-0260.
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Bielak Promoted By Astros
Sayreville resident Brandon Bielak,
who was drafted, and signed by the Houston
Astros Major League Baseball team in June,
is quickly making a fine name for himself in
professional baseball.
The talented right-handed pitcher began
his pro career with the Gulf Coast Astros in
the Gulf Coast Rookie League, and pitched
2 games in relief, 4.1 innings, allowed only 2
hits, no earned runs, and notched 5 strikeouts,
and was (1-0), while holding opponents to
a miniscule .188 batting avg. against him.
Houston apparently took notice, and promptly
promoted him to Class A ball with the Tri-City
Valley Cats in the New York-Penn League.
So far in 5 games, he has pitched 17
innings, allowed 13 hits, 3 earned runs,
fanned 20 batters, has a superb 1.59 ERA,

and is holding hitters to a .213 batting avg.
Brandon starred for St. Joseph’s HS, and
went on to Notre Dame University where he
excelled prior to being drafted.
No one could be more proud of
Brandon’s success, than prominent Notre
Dame alumnus/standout player Brant Ust, son
of former South Amboy resident Paul Ust.
Brant has also done extremely well at Notre
Dame, and is currently an Assistant Athletic
Director/Monogram Club Executive Director
for the Fighting Irish. Ust enjoyed a 9-year
professional baseball career with Detroit,
Boston, Pittsburgh, and Seattle organizations.
Congratulations Brandon, and continued
success! Sayreville and South Amboy are
rooting for you!

The Local Sports Memory Machine
By Tom Burkard

SAHS Freshman Trains Across The Pond
(Photos/Info Submitted)

Jake Szatkowski, an incoming ninth
grader in South Amboy High School, has
known a soccer ball all his young life. After
all his dad, Donny, and Uncle Steve were both
outstanding players when they played with
the South Amboy High School Governors
Varsity Soccer team....oh so long ago.
This summer Jake took advantage of an
opportunity that few have. As part of a local

select team he had a chance to go to England
to train and play against kids his own age in
great "football" stadiums. His family and
friends came through big time with funding
for the trip, realizing the value of this “once
in a lifetime” opportunity. While in London
he also attended professional games including
a visit to one of the most hallowed football
stadiums on the planet. Wembley!

Warren Commits To Felician U.

Postgraduate student Mansfield Warren
Jr. (South Amboy, N.J./St. Mary-Elizabeth)
has signed a national letter of intent to
continue his basketball career at Felician
University, Felician head men's coach Ivan
Lewis announced today. Warren committed
to Felician during the recently-concluded
NCAA regular-signing period.
Warren, a 5-foot-9, 177-pound point
guard, spent the 2016-17 season as a
postgraduate at Putnam (Conn.) Science
Academy. The Mustangs produced a won-lost
record of 33-7 and reached the semifinals of
the National Prep Championship.
Warren is a 2016 graduate of St. Mary
of the Assumption High School of Elizabeth.
According to the recruiting newsletter NJ
Hoops, he averaged 6.0 points per game as
a senior, helping the Hilltoppers to a 14-10
record, a UCC Mountain Division title, and
a final NJ Hoops ranking of No. 31 in the
state. He was chosen Honorable Mention

All-Division.
"We are extremely excited about
Manny's arrival to our program," said Lewis,
entering his third season. "We expect his
impact and growth to be immediate. He is
just the type of student-athlete we aim to fill
our roster with."
Warren began his scholastic career at
Cardinal McCarrick High of South Amboy,
where he also participated in football
and track & field. Following the 2013-14
campaign, he was chosen to the Star-Ledger
Middlesex County All-Sophomore Third
Team. His most recent AAU squad was the
New York Jayhawks, based in Queens.
Warren intends to major in biology at
Felician.
Felician is a member of NCAA Division
II and competes in the Central Atlantic
Collegiate Conference. The Golden Falcons
are slated to open 2017-18 on Nov. 10 at
Daemen College in Amherst, N.Y.

Champions

Glory Days In Local Sports
1964-Hoffman nipped Henry Hudson,
8-7, as the winning run scored in the bottom
of the 7th, when Frank Jankowski hit a slow
roller to the second baseman. Billy Clayton
laced 2 hits, and Dennis Wood racked up
the win. 1975-Sayreville girls’ softball
hammered Highland Park, 20-3. Winning
pitcher Karen DeSiena struck out 6, and
had lots of support from Karen Nelson and
Debbie Guancione who blasted home runs,
Janet Murray, who was 3-for-3, and Luanne
Ferenci, who pounded a triple. 1986-Chuck
Connery fired a 1-hit shutout, struck out

9, and stole home plate to lead St. Mary’s
to a 3-0 win over St. Peter’s. Matt Blaha
ripped a single and triple to drive in 2 runs.
1998-Sayreville football team powdered
Perth Amboy, 36-7. Quarterback Charlie
Bowden scored a touchdown and passed for
another, while Yazid Jackson scored 2 TD’s,
Antwine Simmons 2 TD’s and Liam Jones
1 touchdown. 2002-Cardinal McCarrick’s
football club mauled Middlesex, 25-3. Four
Eagles scored touchdowns including Yari
Kosloski, Ariyal Munoz, quarterback Kevin
Ousley, Ariel Nunez.

1932-South Amboy topped Leonardo,
6-4, as winning pitcher Beshada fired a
4-hitter, struck out 11, and stroked 2 hits.
Inman had a single and double, Benny
Kolodziejski had 2 hits and a stolen base,
and Buchanan drilled 2 hits.

1962-Several St. Mary’s and Hoffman
baseball players turned in strong stats for
the year.
Joe Pohl (St. Mary’s) was crowned the
Middlesex County batting champion with a
fine .469 avg., 30-for-64, beating his nearest
rival from Middlesex High School by 49
points. Tom Fitzmorris (St. Mary’s) was #4
with a .400 mark, Art O’Donnell (St. Mary’s)
#10, .365, Manny Formoso (Hoffman) #17,
.333. Others to hit the .300 or more mark
included: Tom Vona (St. Mary’s) .327,
Lou Nanna (St. Mary’s) .317, Jerry Drill
(Hoffman).303, Ray Drill (Hoffman) .302,
Paul Nagy (Hoffman) .300.
Four of the above were All-State
selections: Group 1-2nd Team-Jerry Drill,
3rd Team-Manny Formoso, Paul Nagy.
Parochial-2nd Team-Joe Pohl.

85 Years Ago

40 Years Ago

1977-The South Amboy Little Fellas
League played its first game under the lights
at the old Harrigan baseball field. Woodrow
“Woody” McCarthy was the Master of
Ceremonies, former New York Yankee
Allie Clark gave an inspirational talk to the
boys before the game, and former longtime
Progressive Fire Co. manager, Jim Campbell
was honored for his long service to the
league. Assistant Recreation Director Mike
Charmello also spoke words of wisdom to
the young ballplayers.
The Little Fellas Managers Association
was represented by Ron Masarik, president;
Paul Zulin, vice-president; Bob Pawlik,
secretary; Tom Dowty, treasurer; Tom Kross,
trustee.
Mayor J. Thomas Cross was honored
to throw out the first ball, and the game was
umpired by the four with the most service,
Ben Kolodziejski, John “Skeets” Skarzynski,
Frank “Box” Zebro, and Chet Wortley.
In the first night game ever, Protection
downed Progressive, 9-5. John “Skeets”
Skarzynski was the winning pitcher, and
Kenny Huryk pounded 2 doubles and a single.
The public address system used
during the ceremony was supplied by Tom
Levandoski, coach of the Rotary team.

T.H.E. Game
Year-1967
Sport-Baseball
Congratulations to the Sure-Hit Home Improvements Men’s softball team from South Amboy for
winning the Greater Middlesex County Spring/Summer Sunday championship. This is the 3rd
consecutive year that the team has captured the crown by winning in a best of 3 series. The games
were played at the Middlesex County Warren Park Complex in Woodbridge on July 16th. The
champs are pictured as follows: Top row (l-r) Mario Batista, Brian DeJoy, Dave Haltli, Jim Abbatiello,
Christian Geant, Tim Adams, Matt Ryan with son Matthew, Team Sponsor-Thomas Ryan. Bottom
row (l-r) Joe Sepelyak, Dylan Haltli, Mike Soluri, Ryan Shereyka. (Photo/info submitted)

Union County Wins
Snapple Bowl

Teams-St. Mary’s vs. Hoffman, Game 1 of
the City Series
Recap-Tony Ruszala ripped his second hit of
the game in the bottom of the 8th inning, to
give the Eagles a thrilling 3-2 victory. Soph
Jerry Henderson picked up the win in relief.
Player-of-the-Game-Tony Ruszala

Sight and Sound Trip

The OLV Senior Group is sponsoring a
trip to Sight and Sound Theater on Thursday,
April 5, 2018 to see the new production –
Union County clobbered Middlesex Jesus. The price of the trip is $150.00 which
The late Frank “Skippy” Minnick (St.
Mary’s Class of ‘45), went on to play baseball County, 27-14 in Snapple Bowl XXIV. includes the play, lunch at Shady Maple,
Sayreville’s Michael Liberti scored the first bus transportation, bus driver gratuity, and
at Fordham University.
snacks on the bus. For further information
touchdown for Middlesex.
or to reserve a seat, please contact Teri at
732-727-7639.

Back In Those
College Days

55 Years Ago

45 Years Ago

1972-The South Amboy Senior Slow
Pitch Softball League held its first and
only All-Star Game at Veterans Field. A
disappointing crowd of only 45 people
showed to see the American League (AL)
downed the National League (NL), 11-7.
In the first inning, Ed Szatkowski blasted a
solo home run and Chet Meinzer hammered
a 2-run homer, as the
AL racked up 6 runs. Nick Charmello
added a solo round-tripper in the 7th inning.
The NL had its biggest inning in the bottom of
the sixth, when Brian O’Brien led off with a
double, Mark Bratus singled, and Gary Lange
singled both in, while Jim Lyons singled in
Lange for the third run of the inning.
Ken Wahler led the winners with 2
singles and a double, Charmello hit 2 singles
and a homer, Ed O’Leary laced 3 singles,
Rick Ferguson went a perfect 3-for-3, and
Meinzer had 3 RBI. Jack Gallagher was the
winning pitcher. For the NL, Lange ripped
a single and double to knock in 3 runs. Tom
Magielnecki went the route for the NL…
The South Amboy AAABA baseball
team under Manager Danny Lewis finished
with a fine (10-5) record. The fine assistant
coaches were Joe McCarthy and Mike
Havlusch. Gary Lange led the team with a
.393 batting avg., and was followed by Nick
Charmello .350…
South Amboy Trust Co. captured
the South Amboy Babe Ruth League
championship by beating Independence Fire
Co. in the title series…
Donna Zientek successfully defended
her Frog Hollow Women’s Singles title by
defeating Cathy Polinski, 6-3, and 6-2.
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When Fast Pitch Softball Ruled Sayreville And South Amboy - Part 1
If you’re reading this story, you have
probably played or are still playing softball.
I’m willing to bet that 98% of those who
read this article have competed in Slow
Pitch softball, and about another 98% have
never played in a Fast Pitch softball game,
women excluded.
While young boys are taught to play
baseball in the youth leagues, girls (most
of them) play softball, and are trained as
youngsters to play Fast Pitch, which they
continue to do up through high school/
college, and if they are really gifted will
compete on a higher level, possibly getting
a chance to try out for the Olympics or other
nationally- sanctioned teams.
It has been difficult to pinpoint when Fast
Pitch softball became popular throughout the
nation, but in the Sayreville/South Amboy
area, it’s a safe bet to assume that the sport
caught on in the 1950’s, possibly around the
1953-55 period.
Fast Pitch softball was the big sport
for Senior and Men’s recreation leagues
throughout both towns, and many players
were so talented that they competed in
tournaments such as the Middlesex County
Freeholders Open Softball Tournament,
which was held each summer at Roosevelt
Park, and pitted the best softball teams in the
county against each other to see who was #1.
I will try to spotlight both Sayreville and
South Amboy, mentioning as many teams as
I could find through my research, and their
many players, some who are legends, with
several even in the NJ American Softball
Association Hall-of-Fame. Many of those
standouts did not always play for teams
from their hometown, but had sponsors from
businesses of other communities.
Sayreville Early 1960’s
Tumble Inn had one of the most talented
teams around. One year (exact unknown),
they finished undefeated (15-0) during regular
season, finishing ahead of Jersey Central
(11-3), Buddie’s Bar (12-4), Morgan A.A.
(9-6), Steve’s Shell (8-7), Sunset Bar (5-8),
Midtown Bar (5-10), Sportsmen (1-14),
Zollinger’s (0-15).
Some of the players and teams they
played for that year were: Tumble Inn-Bob
Rhatican, John Dusko, Bob Garbowski,
Bob Chrzan, Joe Rudy, Ed Dunham,
Dorsey Bailey, player-manager Gene
Malkiewicz; Jersey Central-Mike Leonard,
Hank Springsteen; Buddie’s-Dick Hier, Harry
McLaughlin; Morgan A.A.-Joe Jones, John
Pawlowski, Gene Barada; Steve’s Shell-Al
Soroka.
Tumble Inn dominated Sayreville
softball in the early 1960’s capturing 5
consecutive Sayreville Recreation Softball
League titles with its amazing roster.
1966
Tumble Inn was led by tremendous
pitcher Ron Ciszewski, Steve Molle, Mike
Segledi, Rich Yuhasz, and South Amboy’s
own Bob Kennedy and Jerry Covell.
1968
In the Sayreville Senior Softball League
Playoff Championship, Sayreville Bar swept
Larry’s Bar 15-1, and 6-1. Ace pitcher Ron
Ciszewski won both games, tossing 3-hitters
in both, and in Game 1, struck out 12. Also,
in the first tilt, John Pyonteck, Ed Strek, and
Don Miller each blasted home runs. In Game
2, Pyonteck ripped 3 hits for the champions.
In the semifinals, Larry’s Bar hammered
Hess, 8-2 behind winning pitcher Mike
Segledi. Sayreville Bar belted Bill’s Tap
Room, 9-0, as Don Miller notched the
victory, and John Pyonteck blasted a homer
and 3 singles.
Oct. 6, 1968-Benefit games for the Brain
Injured Children were held at the Sayreville
Softball Field on MacArthur Ave. Donations
were 50 cents, and the 3 games featured
the following teams: Sayreville Jaycees,
Karris Painting, Sonny’s Bar, Golden Years,
Sayreville Bar, and Sayreville All-Stars. The
scores were: Karris Painting 7 Sayreville
Jaycees 1; Sonny’s Bar 3 Golden Years 1;
Sayreville All-Stars 3 Sayreville Bar 1.
Bill’s Tap Room standouts for the year
were Don Bruhn, Ed O’Leary, Gary Bodak.
1969

By Tom Burkard

In a Benefit Game, Tumble Inn topped
the Meade St. Aces of Perth Amboy, 5-1, as
Rich Kurczewski had a huge 3-for-3, game
with 2 home runs, a triple and 4 RBI. Bernie
Garbowski fired a 4-hitter and struck out 6.
1970
Bill’s Tap Room featured ace pitcher/
slugger Don Bruhn and talented hitter Steve
Molle. Ernie Stinett pitched for Sayreville
American Legion, and Jim Fritz was the
power-hitting slugger. Don Sylvester was the
ace pitcher for the Dew Drop Inn. Sayreville
Bar was the powerhouse franchise featuring
standout pitchers Bob Witkowski and John
Pyonteck, along with talented players that
included Tom Lewis, Bob Higgins, Rich
Kurczewski, Bob Kennedy, Ed O’Leary, Leo
Dohan, Bill Griffiths, Norbie Smith.
1976-78
Ed Strek, John Dusko, and Rick
Popowski, along with 2 of the best pitchers
in the U.S.A., Bob Witkowski and his first
cousin Ron “Mookie” Ciszewski, and Don
Miller led Sayreville Bar to 3 consecutive
Recreation League titles.
Pat Marotta played for the Sayreville
Teachers team and said, “The names of the
players are long gone from memory, except
for “Mookie” Ciszewski. He could throw
hard and with control.”
1976
Sayreville Men’s Fast Pitch League
featured 7 teams: Ben’s Tavern, Bootsie’s
Tavern, Tumble Inn, Gators, Laurel Park,
Buddies, Sayreville Bar.
1978
The Sayreville Men’s Fast Pitch League
dwindled down to only 5 teams: Gators, Ben’s
Tavern, Sayreville Bar, Budweiser A.C., L &
M Lounge, while the Slow Pitch League had
16 teams in the American Division alone.
Freeholders Tournament
1968
In an intense battle for the Freeholder’s
championship, Sonny’s Bar featuring most
of its players from Sayreville, who played
for the South River business, nipped Bill’s
Tap Room, a hometown Sayreville team,
1-0. Winning pitcher Ron Ciszewski spun
a 2-hitter, while Don Bruhn took the tough
setback, allowing only 3 hits. Sonny’s scored
the only run of the game in the 2nd inning
when Jerry Gorczyca doubled to right, went
to third on a fielder’s choice, and scored
on an error. John Dusko drilled a single
and double, while Gene Malkiewicz and
Gorczyca doubled for Sonny’s. Tom Molle
collected a two-bagger for Bill’s.
The Lineups
Sonny’s Bar 1
Ed Strek cf John Dusko ss Joe Rudy lf
Gene Malkiewicz 2b Rich Kurczewski rf
Gorczyca 1b Joe Bonczek 3b Bob Kennedy
c Ciszewski p.
Bill’s Tap Room 0
Joe Slick cf Herrick rf Gary Bodak 3b
Steve Molle c Beholle lf Tom Molle 1b Ed
O’Leary 2b Gruca ss Bruhn p.
1969
Tumble Inn 2 Meade St. Aces 1-Bernie
Garbowski was the winning pitcher.
Krainski’s 8 Sonny’s Bar 2-Tony
Zyskowski was the winning pitcher, and Ed
Strek blasted a 3-run homer.
Bill’s Tap Room 6 Colonel’s Garter
(South Amboy) 1-Don Bruhn was the winning
pitcher.
Bill’s Tap Room 1 Pelican’s (Perth
Amboy) 0-John Phillips, who walked scored
the game’s only run on a fielder’s choice.
Bruhn notched the victory.
Sayreville Bar 3 Hubs (Perth Amboy)
0-Winning pitcher Bob Witkowski twirled
a brilliant no-hitter.
Fred’s Sunoco (Sayreville) 9 Peter
Schweitzer 6-Jack Jankowski blasted a 3-run
homer to back winning pitcher Don Miller.
Sayreville Hess 13 Lattanzio Lumber
7-Tony Miklaszewski was the winning
pitcher, while teammates Vince Zebro and
Andy Prasnal had 2 RBI apiece.
Bill’s Tap Room 7 Meade St. Aces (Perth
Amboy) 6-Ray Styles of Old Bridge ripped
a single, double, triple and drove in 3 runs.
Sayreville Bar 5 State Room (Perth
Amboy) 2-Bob Witkowski chalked up the
victory, and teammate John O’Hare unloaded

a 3-run homer.
Gary Lange was the official scorekeeper
at the Freeholders Tourney in Roosevelt Park.
1971
In the Middlesex County Freeholders
Open Fast Pitch Tournament, Bill’s Tap
Room nipped Sayreville Bar, 6-5, as winning
pitcher Don Bruhn drove in 3 runs to help
his own cause.
The Sonny’s/Sayreville/South Amboy
Connection
Sonny’s Bar, without a doubt had the
greatest fast pitch softball team in Middlesex
County history. Although the club was
sponsored by a South River business, it
was overloaded with super-talented athletes
mostly from Sayreville, and a few from
South Amboy.
Sonny’s was the team to beat for many
years, and not many could defeat them, as
they played in some of the toughest leagues in
the state, such as the Newark Open, Paterson
Open, New Brunswick League, and entered
the most prestigious tournaments in NJ and
out of state. Sonny’s literally ruled the Fast
Pitch softball roost in Middlesex County,
as they captured 5 consecutive Freeholders
championships from 1967-71, and easily
defeated opponents throughout their reign
as the #1 squad in the county.
Ed Strek, standout centerfielder said,
“Our players never got paid, and we all
got along. Rich Kurczewski and Joe Rudy
were the enforcers. We had a wonderful
camaraderie amongst us, and also enjoyed
a cold beer after the game.”
1964

Hall of Famers John Dusko (l) and Ed Strek
of Sayreville played for many championship
Fast Pitch Softball teams.

Gene Malkiewicz was the team’s leading
hitter with a .432 avg. He was followed by
John Dusko .368 and Joe Rudy .347.
Sonny’s at one time finished 2nd place
in the highly-competitive, and prestigious
Mid-Atlantic Regional Tournament at
Schenectady, New York.
1970
Jerry Covell and Joe Bonczek played
for Sonny’s
Unbelievable Performance By
Witkowski
June 1974-Sayreville Bar locked horns
in a Metro Softball League (Newark) with
Kool’s Gang for 22 innings. The game lasted
for 4 ½ hours, and was highlighted by; 170
official at-bats, 50 strikeouts and 25 hits.
Winning pitcher Bob Witkowski pitched
the entire game and registered 35 strikeouts,
allowing 3 runs and 11 hits, as John Dusko
singled in the winning run to give the locals
an incredible victory.
Sayreville
Slow Pitch softball started becoming
more and more popular, and the Fast Pitch
League ended around 1978. N.J.A.S.A.
Softball Hall-of-Famer, Ed Strek said that
“The league ended because no one could
pitch fast anymore and Slow Pitch took
over. Also, a lot more players can play. It’s
a recreational game and skills are different.
In Slow Pitch, there are 10 players on the
field, but in Fast Pitch, there are only 9, plus
you can bunt and steal.” In a 2004 interview
with The SA Times, N.J.A.S.A. Softball
Hall-of-Fame member Rick Popowski said,

“Fast pitch softball is a dying game.” In his
17-year fast-pitch career, he played on 36
championship teams, mostly in New Jersey,
and was the only N.J. softball player to be
invited to tryout for the U.S. team in the Pan
Am Games. The late Doug Smith, who was
Chairman of the Hall-of-Fame Committee
said, “Rick was one of the marquee players
in New Jersey history.” Smith went on to
compare Fast Pitch and Slow Pitch, saying,
“Softball’s for everyone. Fast-pitch is for
athletes, and separates the athletes from the
visitors. Slow Pitch is for muscle men, guys
who want to jack the ball 400-feet to show
off for their girlfriends.”
South Amboy
The South Amboy Senior Softball
League (Fast-Pitch) is believed to have started
in the early 1950’s, and lasted until 1968 or
1969, when the Slow Pitch craze took “The
Pleasant Little City” by storm.
It’s hard to pinpoint exactly when and
where the South Amboy Senior Softball
League (Fast Pitch) began, but George
Spiecker recalled seeing the sport played
for the first time at the old St. Mary’s Field,
which was near the corner of Second St.
and Stevens prior to the construction of the
two parochial schools. He said that “Back
in 1949-50 fast-pitch softball games were
played at St. Mary’s Field after supper, and
I would see Bill and Jim Harvey playing on
Astarita’s team.” In ‘53 Spiecker, an AllState baseball player at St. Mary’s HS in
1951, was asked to play in his first softball
contest by Frank “Box” Zebro. He played
in the Middlesex County League Playoffs
for Stan’s Bar (Fords) against Jigg’s Bar,
and “The coaches had a personal bet that
whoever lost the championship would have
to give blood to the Red Cross. We happened
to lose the title.”
Spiecker came out of the Army in ‘56,
and was asked to play by Bob Eppinger
and Archangelo “Moon” DeMattia for the
William Colucci Organization, which played
in the Matawan- Keyport League. “The team
had to ask permission from Mrs. Colucci to
use the family name,” he said.
In the mid-60’s George saw plenty
of action playing for the Tumble Inn with
Sayreville standouts Joe Rudy, Gene
Malkiewicz, Rich Kurczewski, Bobby Chrzan
and others. He also played in the Middlesex
County League with Spud’s Tavern (South
Amboy), and while with them had an amazing
story to tell. “We were playing against The
King & His Court, which was a 4-man team
featuring the world renowned Eddie Feigner,
and I batted against him. The count went to
3 and 2, and his next pitch came from behind
his back, and I walked. I took a couple steps
off of first base to lead, and before I knew it,
he fired the ball behind his back to first base
and picked me off. That was my only at-bat,
and we won, 3-2, and holding that team to 2
runs was remarkable.”
Spiecker recalled that South Amboy had
5 teams when he was playing; Progressive,
Protection, Enterprise, Knights of Columbus,
and English Sunoco. Bob Kenny of Progressive
and George Spiecker of Protection were the
premier pitchers in the league, and one year
in the best of 3 playoff finals, Progressive
won the first game, Spiecker led Protection
to a thrilling 1-0 victory in Game 2, and
Protection captured the crown in the deciding
third game. Following the game, the team
went to Tom & Box’s to celebrate, and the
owners brought out a congratulatory bottle of
champagne. The year after Protection won
the championship, they picked up pitching
legend Bob Witkowski.
Spiecker recalled some of his teammates
from the Protection days including Bob
Munck, Ed Downs, Joe Crowe Sr., John
Szatkowski Sr., Bob Witkowski, Bob
Mytnick, John “Skeets” Skarzynski Sr. “Was
my catcher but went into umpiring, and was
followed by Bob Kennedy. Stan Jankowski
was a good left fielder, Dr. Bennett started
the first season, but pulled a hamstring, and
Bob DeJoy also played.”
In 1962, the South Amboy Senior
Softball League featured 6 teams including
Protection, English Sunoco, Independence,
Sacred Heart, Enterprise, and Knights of
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Columbus.
John “Flip” Phillips, who played from
1960-68 recalled that, “When I got out of
the Marines, I played for 3 teams, English’s,
Progressive Fire Co., and Frank’s Tavern.
George Spiecker was a very good pitcher
for Protection Fire Co., and John “Skeets”
Skarzynski and Tony Lopez umpired every
game.”
1968
Wonder Bar captured the league
championship by sweeping the best of 3 series
over Joe’s City Line, 5-2 and 9-5. Sponsor
Red Nebus’ team was led by winning pitcher
Tom Kuc, and Bob Sullivan, who drove in
5 runs. Pete Whitehead took the setback in
the final.
The Enterprise team featured pitcher
Bernie Mackiel Sr., Charlie Conroy, Ed
Conroy.
The South Amboy Senior Softball
League (Fast Pitch) folded in either 1968 or
1969, giving way to the growing popularity
of Slow Pitch Softball. Spiecker said, “We
heard that they wanted more people to be
involved, and started Slow Pitch. Guess
everybody liked it, because it caught on.”
Paul Ust recalled playing on Frank’s
Cafe team, mentioning teammates, Ron
“Mookie” Ciszewski, John Ciol, Bill “Biff”
McKeon, and John “Poncho” Kovaleski.
Paul’s brother Al Ust played in the league
from 1965-67 for the Knights of Columbus
and also Frank’s Cafe. He said, “On K of
C, Russ Stillwagon was our pitcher. He was
very good and threw junk (curves, sliders and
fastballs). The teammates I remember are Joe
McCarthy, Tom Fitzmorris and my brother
Paul. Also, the catcher was Bob Eppinger, and
the coach was Jerry O’Connor. I believe K
of C either won or came in second during my
2 years. On Frank’s Cafe, I only remember
Ronnie “Mookie” Ciszewski as the pitcher,
and John Ciol ran the team.” Back in those
years, “Protection had Bob Kenny and Bob
“Whitey” Witkowski as pitchers. Both were
excellent. Casey Presback at shortstop, and
Bob Kennedy as catcher. Bob Kenny was
very tricky and “Whitey” was electric. I
remember stealing a base against “Whitey,”
and Kennedy bounced the ball off the 2nd
base bag, as I was sliding, but Casey was
nowhere around for the tag. Bob came out
yelling that I had left early from first. He may
have been right, but you got to remember
that he later became a Hall-of-Fame Fast
Pitch catcher...and I needed a little bit of a
head start. I also remember Bernie Mackiel
Sr. and Joe Crowe Sr. playing, when they
were in their sixties at the time. I believe
Joe played with K of C and Bernie played
with the Gay 90’s or Enterprise. Joe was a

very good infielder, and Bernie was a slow
ball pitcher in a fastball league, and nobody
could hit him consistently.”
Stanley Jankowski recalled his playing
days with Protection Fire Co., saying “We
had a league of 8 teams back in the 50’s. My
teammates were player/manager Bob Munck,
Ed Downs, Bob DeJoy, George Spiecker, Bob
Welsh, Joe Crowe Sr., Bill “Biff” McKeon,
Bob Kennedy, Ned Moran, Frank “Box”
Zebro. We had a great many good pitchers
in the league. Protection had a really great
one in George Spiecker. I played left field
and saved George a couple times. We played
our games at Veterans Field, and another great
pitcher was Bob Kenny, but he couldn’t beat
Protection Fire Co. When I played left field,
I had to see “Biff” McKeon at shortstop, and
he would run into left field and tell me he had
it all the time.”
Bill “Biff” McKeon said “I remember
Bernie Mackiel Sr. pitching for Enterprise,
and he lobbed the pitch.”
Industrial Leagues
1965-The Titanium Titans (National Lead),
captured the Middlesex County Industrial
League championship taking 2 of 3 games
from Local 527, and finished with a fine
(13-3) record. Other teams in the league also
included DuPont, and Raritan Copperworks
plus several others. Standout pitcher John
Pyonteck was selected the team’s MVP and
received a trophy at the victory banquet,
which was held at Burdak’s Hall in South
Amboy. The Titans included many talented
Sayreville and South Amboy players, all who
worked at National Lead. Sayreville- Bob
Witkowski, Ed Strek, Gene Malkiewicz,
Joe Blaszka, Ed Loniewski, Jim Knox,
Henry Moe. South Amboy-Joe Tarallo, Joe
Matarangolo, Jerry Gorczyca, John Pyonteck,
Ray Wisniewski, Jim Reilly.
Fast Pitch softball was so popular back
then that Titanium (National Lead) had
an Intraplant Softball League consisting
of 5 teams from 4 different shifts and the
Mechanical Dept. The Shift C team, better
known among the ballplayers as the “Polish
Counts” captured the title with an (11-1)
record. This team was managed by Tony
Brodniak and featured local standouts Ed
Strek, Jerry Gorczyca, Joe Blaszka, Steve
Malik, and John Pyonteck..
1966-Some locals who played on the Titanium
team were: Ed Strek, Gene Malkiewicz, Jerry
Gorczyca, Bob Witkowski, Joe Matarangolo,
Ray Wisniewski.
Fast Pitch Notebook: George Spiecker
said that, “Ron Ciszewski should be in the
National Softball Hall-of-Fame.”

Former Met

20 Years Ago In The Times
Locals Attend National Scout Jamboree

The"Pleasant Little City" was well
represented at the 1997 National Scout
Jamboree held in Fort A.P. Hill, Virginia.
Among the 35,000 scouts and scouters
in attendance, seven venture scouts from
Troop 391 of Christ Church Parish were
in attendance. They were part of Troop
110 of the Thomas Edison Council. Those
attending, pictured from left, Edward
Marion, Charlie Potthoff, Peter Schultz.
SeanRusser, Jason Meszaros, Steve Silva

and Chris Rose. The scouts have been
actively involved in training for the jamboree
over the past full year. The Jamboree was
held from July 28th to August 6th. The scouts
participated in numerous events, athletics,
merit badge midways and, as member of
the Order of the Arrow, a massive conclave
at the gathering. The Jamboree marked the
60th anniversary of the first jamboree held
in Washington, D.C

Former New York Met Daniel Murphy has been outstanding with the Washington Nationals.
(Photo by Tom Burkard)

20 August 26, 2017 South Amboy-Sayreville Times

Isi Enahoro

Jacob Vasquez

TWO SAYREVILLE STUDENTS RECEIVE
GERDAU SCHOLARSHIPS

As Jacob Vasquez rode into a small
village in the Dominican Republic, he
realized how much he had back in the United
States. Far from his comfortable home in
Sayreville, the villagers’ homes were made
of pieces of metal tied to trees.
When it was time for Vasquez and his
fellow missionaries to hand out soccer balls
to the village children, he realized something
else.
“They were happy,” Vasquez said. “I
couldn’t understand how they could be so
happy with absolutely nothing.”
The experience has changed Vasquez
life. He wrote about it in an essay to win
one of two $2,500 scholarship from Gerdau
North America, a steel manufacturer with a
mill in Sayreville. Local basketball star Isi
Enahoro is the second winner. Both attended
War Memorial High School and are attending
New Jersey colleges in the fall.
This is the third year the Gerdau
scholarships have been given to students
looking to study engineering in New Jersey.
Gerdau also gives out 15 scholarships each
year to children of Gerdau employees.
Vasquez will be studying engineering
at Rutgers.
“I’m most looking forward to seeing if I
made the right choice in industrial,” Vasquez
said. “I’m excited to meet new people,
extracurriculars, college life, mainly, what
kind of places college can take me and the
knowledge gained while studying industrial
engineering.”
Enahoro will study civil engineering
at New Jersey Institute of Technology. She
was part of the first county championship
girls basketball team and is in the middle
of summer workouts for NJIT’s women’s
basketball team.
“New Jersey Institute of Technology is

the best of both worlds,” Enahoro said. “It
has very, very high academic standards, as
well as a reputation for basketball, so it was
a no brainer.”
The way Enahoro was led to engineering
was not through math or science -- it was
through art. She had always liked to draw.
Her parents noticed her talent, and they
suggested engineering. Enahoro took an
engineering drawing and architecture class
where she started by learning about scales
and blueprints and ended by building a bridge
out of balsa wood.
“I liked the way it was laid out, starting
with the basics then ending more advanced,”
Enahoro said. “My teacher, Peter Alvarez,
was there for us when we needed things.
Even little questions, he’d explain why things
needed to be the way they were for your
drawing or creation to come out the best way.”
Both Vasquez and Enahoro look forward
to learning more about the engineering field.
“Never give up on your dreams,”
Enahoro said. “If you feel like you can do
something, stick with it.”
About Gerdau
Gerdau is the leading producer of long
steel in the Americas, and one of the largest
suppliers of special steel in the world.
Gerdau’s North American operations
consist of mills, recycling operations, and
downstream facilities which manufacture
steel products for the construction,
automotive, agricultural and energy markets.
Gerdau is proud to stimulate the economy
with a variety of well-paid manufacturing
careers, employing 9,000 people across 110
communities in the U.S. and Canada.
The company’s robust recycling practices
transform millions of tons of scrap metals into
steel products each year, making Gerdau is
one of the greenest choices for steel.

Y Art? Series To Begin Sept. 9
South Amboy’s Arts Council and the
South Amboy YMCA is pleased to present
a new series of evening workshops and
classes called Y Art? Because it Matters!
The partnership will create awareness for
both organizations while providing enriching
programs for the community.
Sept. 9, 6:30pm - Fee: $25
The Paradox Process: A Feeling Miracle
with Thomas M. Jones, NYC Author and
Psychotherapist
Tired of letting your feelings define
who you are? This interactive workshop
will empower you with simple yet effective
techniques to break through your own
barriers.
Sept. 23, 6:30pm - Fee: $10 Donation
Meet the Artist: Professional Best Practices
for Artists with Laura Petrovich-Cheney
Petrovich-Cheney is an arts educator and
internationally known exhibitor. Join her as
she shares her wisdom on how to identify
opportunities and get your work seen!
Oct. 21, 6:30pm - Fee: $25 (includes
supplies)
Painting with Mozart with Irina Maryanchik
and Dennis Connors
Create inner clarity and reduce stress as
you immerse yourself onto the canvas while
listening to the music of Mozart.
Nov. 18, 6:30pm - Fee: $25
Getting What You Want: The Paradox Process
with Thomas M. Jones, NYC Author and
Psychotherapist
It’s time to fire you your life and create
change! Harness the tools you need to build
the life you’ve been dreaming about.
The workshops are open to the public

and YMCA members receive a 10% discount
on event registration fees. The YMCA is
located at 200 John T. O’Leary Blvd, South
Amboy, NJ 08879
To Register and for more information
on events, visit www.southamboyarts.org or
call 732.316.0222
The Arts District of South Amboy is
a non-profit 501(c)(3) organization and is
sponsored in part by Amboy Bank, Middlesex
Water Company, Woodmont Properties.

Thomas M. Jones, NYC Author and
Psychotherapist
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YMCA OF MEWSA Healthy U Program
Recognizes Childhood Obesity
Awareness Month
The YMCA of Metuchen, Edison,
Woodbridge & South Amboy (MEWSA)
wants families to understand how adopting
healthy habits can help reduce childhood
obesity.
September is Childhood Obesity
Awareness Month, and many families need
support changing their family’s habits with
the ultimate goal of being a healthy weight.
That’s why the YMCA of MEWSA wants
families to improve eating habits and increase
physical activity.
According to the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention (CDC), obesity
affects one in six children in the U.S. and
one in three are overweight, which poses
greater risks for many health problems such
as type 2 diabetes, high blood pressure, high
cholesterol and some cancers. Here in New
Jersey nearly 1 in 4 children are overweight or
obese according to the Data Resource Center
for Child & Adolescent Health.
“Successfully lowering obesity rates in
children requires the whole family to change
their eating and physical activity habits,”
said Pam Cohen, Healthy U Champion.
“Our Healthy U program is included in all
of our childhood learning centers as part of
the curriculum. The goal of Healthy U is
to promote the healthy behavior changes
that will help prevent childhood obesity
through a three-pronged approach of nutrition
education, increased physical activity, and
family involvement.”
The following tips are some great ways
to incorporate healthier eating habits and
more physical activity and into your daily
family routine:
1. Eat & Drink Healthy: Make water the
drink of choice and encourage everyone to
fill half their plates with fruits and vegetables
by offering two or three colorful options at
every meal. As a family choose a new fruit and
veggie every week to taste together. Place a
full pitcher of water on the table during meals,
and allow children to pour their own water.
2. Play Every Day/Go Outside: Children

should have at least an hour a day of
unstructured play(outside when possible)
and break a sweat at least three times a week
by getting 20 minutes or more of vigorous
physical activity. Join your children in games
that get hearts pumping and bodies moving
3. Get Together: Eat as a family as
frequently as possible. Involve kids in
meal planning, preparation and clean up.
In addition, adults should take a break from
electronics and spend one-to-one time each
day with their kids, enjoying one another’s
company.
4. Reduce Recreational Screen Time:
Time spent in front of a television, computer,
tablet, cell phone or video games should be
limited to two hours or less per day. Make a
family plan to reduce screen time at home.
For example, turn off screens during meals,
go for a walk, set a timer to remind you to
power down the screen.
5. Sleep Well: Kids and adults need
to keep a regular sleep schedule; unwind
together in the evenings by reading a book
or listening to soft music to ensure the body
is preparing for sleep. Kids are growing and
need 10-12 hours of healthy sleep per night
and seven to eight hours for adults.
*About Healthy U
The Healthy U program is the result
of a collaborative partnership between The
Horizon Foundation for New Jersey and the
New Jersey YMCA State Alliance. Through
preschool, after-school and school-based
programs, Healthy U impacts more than
90,000 children, ages 3 to 13, at 480 YMCA
and elementary school sites statewide. These
YMCA afterschool and preschool programs
and partnering schools are implementing
environmental strategies and activities, and
education to increase physical activity and
promote good nutrition for students and
their families. Since its inception in 2007,
The Horizon Foundation for New Jersey has
awarded three grants totaling $4.62 million
through 2019.

SWMHS Class Of 1957 Reunion
Sayreville High School Class of 1957
will celebrate its 60th year reunion on
October 7 at MJ's at Buttonwood Manor
in Matawan. We are unable to locate the
following classmates: Patricia Cotton Bishop,
Marilyn Everson, Frances German, Robert
Gdula, William Harkins, Jacqueline Howerin,
Margaret Kiefer, Louis Kupka, John Lynch,

Marie Novak, Robert Smith, Frances Peer
Woodruff, Richard Perkins, Barbara Pertiko,
Linda Powers, or Howard Reynolds. If
anyone from the Class of 1957 would like
to attend the reunion, or has information on
our missing classmates, please contact Betty
Triggs at 732-254-8542.

Marie Marchione, author of “The Two
Chameleons,” has teamed up with the YMCA
of Metuchen, Edison, Woodbridge & South
Amboy to raise funds for the Y’s Send a
Kid To Camp Scholarship Fund. Her book,
which is illustrated by South Amboy YMCA
staff member Jamie De Groot, is a fun story
about two personable chameleons that teach
children about the importance of wearing
sunscreen. A portion of the proceeds will go
to the Y’s summer camp scholarship fund,
which gives the gift of camp to children
from deserving, underserved families in the
community.
On August 24, 2017 from 6 -7 PM the
book will be read to campers during the
YMCA Oakcrest’s and Oak Tree Camp’s
family night. This event will be held at the
Oakcrest Swim Club located at 970 Inman
Avenue in Edison. An art lesson led by
the book’s illustrator will give children the
opportunity to design their own version of
the cover. Children will have the opportunity
to enter their picture into a drawing to win a
free beach bag filled with fun items.
On August 25, 2017 another Meet and
Greet with the book’s illustrator and a book
reading will take place at the South Amboy
YMCA from 4-5 PM. The South Amboy
YMCA is located at 200 John T. O’Leary
Boulevard in South Amboy.
The skills learned and relationships

fostered at camp are life-changing stepping
stones into adulthood. You can help make
the wonder of a camp experience available
to kids this summer by purchasing “The Two
Chameleons” at one of these events, online at
www.Amazon.com or www.Amazonsmile.
com, or at your local branch for $10. If you
purchase the book through Amazonsmile.
com, don’t forget to select the YMCA of
Metuchen as your nonprofit organization
to support.
About the Y
The YMCA of Metuchen, Edison,
Woodbridge & South Amboy is a charitable,
nonprofit organization devoted to supporting
individuals and families—regardless of age,
income or background—in their quest to
realize their full potential through programs
and services that foster youth development,
healthy living and social responsibility. Each
day we serve over 6,000 YMCA members
and 1,000 children in childcare in five
communities throughout Middlesex County.
The YMCA of MEWSA has the long-standing
relationships and physical presence not just
to promise, but to deliver, lasting personal
and social change. www.ymcaofmewsa.org.

Local author teams up with the YMCA
OF MEWSA to provide children with the
ultimate summer camp experience!

To St. Jude

May the Sacred Heart of Jesus be adored and glorified,
loved and preserved throughout the world. Sacred Heart
of Jesus, pray for us. St. Jude, worker of miracles, pray for
us. St. Jude gave me hope. -B.S.
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The Burden of
Childhood Backpacks

Some kids may feel they carry the weight
of the world on their shoulders. Considering
the load many are carrying, that’s almost true!
They are stuffed with textbooks, notebooks,
papers, pencils, CD players and anything else
they can think of.
After observing the children and
speaking to other parents and teachers, I
learned that “pack mulling” was not unusual
for children in elementary and high school.
With over 30 percent of school-aged children
reporting frequent backaches, it has become
increasingly important to select the correct
pack and how to use it. Here are some
suggestions when selecting a backpack:
1) Adjustable, wide and padded straps; 2)
Think padding in the area that rests against
the back; and 3) Several compartments to
avoid shifting contents.
The American Chiropractic Association
recommends the following:
60 lb. person
5 lb. backpack
61-75 lb. person
10 lb. backpack
100 lb. person
15 lb. backpack
As a general rule, backpacks should
not exceed ten percent of your child’s body
weight, nor should a pack exceed fifteen
percent of an adult’s weight.
Books should be separated into several
compartments and heavy items should be
placed closer to the back. Be sure to place
pointed or sharp items away from the back.
Backpacks should be worn as close to
your child’s body as possible, especially when
walking to and from school. One strap should
be worn on each shoulder so that the weight
is balanced evenly across the back. Straps
should be adjusted so that the backpack rests
on the hips and pelvis with less strain on the
back muscles. If the backpack has a waist
belt, it should be fastened to ease neck and
shoulder stress.
As always, an ounce of prevention is
worth a pound of cure! Following these
simple steps will ease the stress placed on your
child’s spine and prevent future problems.

Fishing Flashes
By Teo “Weebles” Weber

Salt Water
Fluke fishing in the bay and ocean has gotten
somewhat better. Not a lot of fish have shown
up, but they are bigger. Some of these fish are
10 to 11 pounds. It’s pretty good in Barnegat
Bay near the inlet. Party boat fishing for
Bluefish is still a tough game. Most Bluefish
are small. At times, they do run into bigger 8
to 10 pound fish. They fill the day with chub
Mackerel and recently ran into some Bonito,
a few Spanish Mackerel and Skipjack Tuna.
Surf fishing, especially to the south, is good
for Kingfish and the usual amount of junk fish
at this time of year. There are a few surprises
lurking such as, Cow Nose Rays, some big
Butterfly Rays and even a few Red Drum are
around. Large numbers of Porgies, some nice
sized ones have arrived. Bay surf fishing was
very slow the times I checked it.
Fresh Water
Hybrid Striped Bass are biting in
Spruce Run Reservoir and Lake Hopatcong
especially if you are fishing from a boat. All
the other usual fish generally caught at this
time of the year can be caught statewide.
Trout are trying to best the summer heat, so
try to fish for something else. Small Mouth
Bass, most of them are small. Some big Carp
and Catfish are being caught in the Delaware
River and there are Pike in the Passaic River
in Fairfield area.

Yard Sale

Bayview Rod and Gun Club will be
holding a yard sale on Saturday August 26th
and Sunday August 27th from 8am - 4pm.
Rain or Shine.
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BCB Community Bank’s Monroe Township Branch Manager & Business Development Officer Vincent
Davis (L), presents a $500 check for student activities to Academy Learning Center Principal Erik
Solberg.

Great Community Bank Experience
For ALC Students

Academy Learning Center’s Rena
Brenman found banking at the Monroe
Township BCB Community Bank so pleasant
that she decided to tell the branch manager
about the experience.
While speaking with Branch Manager
& Business Development Officer Vincent
Davis, she mentioned the Community-based
Instruction (CBI) program she works in at
ALC. That was all Mr. Davis, who wants
to “put the community back into community
banking,” needed to extend an invitation
to her students to tour the facility at 473
Spotswood-Englishtown Road.
The Academy Learning Center offers
two separate program for students age 3-21;
The Program for Students with Autism, and
The Program for Students with Multiple
Disabilities.
The recent tour began with about a dozen
ALC students each introducing themselves to
Mr. Davis and his staff. Students were then
shown the coin counting machine, and Mr.
Davis demonstrated how loose change was
automatically counted, and converted into a
receipt which could be cashed or deposited.
A BCB Community Bank Teller
described her functions, and Mrs. Brenman
reminded students about the lessons they had
regarding deposits and withdrawals.
A visit to the bank’s vault followed, with
information about the use of safety deposit
boxes shared.
Mr. Davis then gave a $500 check to
ALC Principal Erik Solberg to use for school
activities.

The visit ended with Mr. Davis presenting
students and staff with a bag of BCB
Community Bank items, including a water
bottle, pen, ear plugs, and a piggy bank. Dr.
Solberg encouraged students to “get into the
habit of saving” at an early age.
Mrs. Brenman summed up the visit,
saying: “A casual conversation with Mr.
Davis was worthwhile because it grew into
an educational and engaging experience for
our students.”
The Academy Learning Center is one
of six schools operated by the Educational
Services Commission of New Jersey
(ESCNJ), which operates six Middlesex
County schools for students ages 3-21 with
autism, moderate to severe disabilities, and
at-risk behaviors, in addition to extending
services to school districts statewide. The
largest Educational Services Commission
in the state, the ESCNJ also coordinates
transportation services for over 10,000
students, and manages a Co-op Pricing
System with over 1,100 members, the largest
cooperative buying program in New Jersey.

Catholic War
Veterans Meeting
(Submitted by Commander Frank
Sullivan)

The Catholic War Veterans, Sacred Heart
Memorial Post 578, South Amboy, NJ will
hold a membership meeting on Tuesday,
September 5, 2017 1:00 PM, at Sacred Heart
Memorial Hall, Meeting Room South Amboy.
All Catholic Veterans are invited to attend.

From The Sports Archives

1938 - South Amboy City League Baseball
champions De Santis A.A. featured some true baseball
legends. They are standing (I-R) Coach Joe McGonigle,
Gary Jankowski, Frank Conroy, Jimmy Hyson. John
DeSantis, Harold “Bud” Fleming. John Pothoff. Norm
Morgan, Joe DeMarco, John Kelly. Kneeling (L-R) Milt
Newmark. Frank Morgan, Ed “Lefty” Jankowski, Billy
Post, John Yaeger, Henry Conroy. Does anyone know
the bat boys?
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. Letters .
From the guest book on our website:
Great job Tom. Love reading all the sports
from long ago. Saw my teammate Joe Gabel
wrote a post about the same subject. Lots
of teammates want to contact him. Where
are you Joe????
Bob Casazza
(Formerly of Sayreville)
Editor,
As a proud former South Amboy
resident I am proud/elated to say that your
South Amboy Times newspaper encasing
feature writers Fran Fitzmorris and John
“Flip” Phillips, along with yourself are
special to every former Pleasant Little
City resident who wandered off beyond the
shore of the Raritan Bay. I, like so many
who left the safe streets/fine schools/good
churches and our cherished neighbors/
friends, look forward each and every month
to read the happenings of the present, but
more importantly engage in reading about
the good times years ago, and saying
prayers for your listing the passing of our
classmates/friends. South Amboy, NJ. is a
gift/blessed city that has a lot to be proud of
( US Senator/State of NJ Governor/Major
League Baseball Players and distinguished
Heroic United States Military Men/
Women. Thank you, and your staff writers (
Fitzmorris/Phillips ) for recalling the glory
days/people of yesteryear.
A very appreciative Reader/via the internet.
Bill “Biff” McKeon
(Formerly of South Amboy/Sayreville)
Indiana
Editor,
In reading this issue (July 2017) of The
South Amboy Times I was surprised to see a
photo of myself on Page 18 in the photo of
Firefighters from Protection Fire Company.
My father, Joseph Triggs, Sr., was Fire Chief
when this photo was taken (1940 or 1941).
I am the toddler in the front center and my
father is directly behind me in the first row
of firemen standing. Unfortunately, I don't
know any of the names of the other firemen.
Joseph Triggs, Jr.
(Formerly of South Amboy)

The Most
Beautiful Thing

by Al Gomolka Jr.
Times Poet Laureate c. 1982
Thoreau may have said nature
Romeo may have thought
Juliet Gershwin his piano,
Dorothy thought home
To Pa Kettle, Ma Kettle, '
To Scarlett it was Tara,
Honest Abe believed it was freedom,
Cleopatra revered her jewels,
Elvis adored his mother,
Joyce Kilmer barded it a tree
And Patton truly believed war,
All of us have a "most beautiful thing"
But to me, ah! to me,
The glow on the face and in the heart
Of you and I happily together in love.

Rotary Club ColorRun/Walk Event

The South Amboy-Sayreville Rotary
will sponsor its 1st Annual Color Run/
Walk for adults and children on Saturday,
September 9, 2017 at 11:00 A.M. This two
mile fun run/walk will held at Kennedy Park
–807 Washington Rd., Sayreville ( Parlin, NJ
08859). Register by Saturday, August 19.
Early registration $25. Registration at door
$35. Fee includes race entry, race bib, white
t-shirt and personal packet of color. Children
under 12 must be accompanied by an adult.
Contact: greg@customfinancial.org or call
(732) 721-0400.
ST. ANDREW
Hail and blessed by the hour and the moment in
which the son of God was born of the most pure Virgin
Mary, at midnight, in Bethlehem, in piercing cold. In that
hour vouchsafe, O my God, to hear my prayer and grant my
desires, through the merits of Our Savior Jesus Christ,and
of his Blessed Mother. Amen. -- A&J.P
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WWW.?

Does this local structure look familiar to you? If you think you know what it is, send your answer
in to: satimes@aol.com. Good luck!

July Winners

The establishment pictured in the July
WWW.? is Goodfellows, located at Johnsons
Lane & Ernston Rd. Previous businesses
that were located at the same spot were: Mr.
D’s; Muscle Maker; Red Oak. Any of the 4
answers are correct.
Nancy Berry, Charlotte Sadowski,
Dennis Quinlan, Ryan Flannery, Yvonne
Kronowski, Debbie Zakrzewski, Pat & Bill
Scully, Marie English, Chuck Pickard, Robert
“Tank” Nanco, Leon Credico, Joan Fulham,
W Tom Kross, Gerry Sherry, Joan Gorczyca,
Karen Yaremko, Pete Elacqua, Craig
Yetsko, Don Zrebiec, Jim Malkiewicz, Julia
Freeman, Ken Sumski, Bridget Bourke, Pat
Minnick, Stephen Yuhas, Donna Wetzel, Pete
McIntyre, Doreen Tremonte, Mary Agnes

July-WWW.?
Goodfellows

Morris, Dennis O’Leary, Adele O’Hara,
Maryanne Matarangolo, Dane Colburn, Edna
Mazur Pilch, Lynn Loy, Jack Skutnik, Dave
Chudkowski, Jan and Donna Williams, Gary
Feret, Mark Moniello, Lisa Grankowski, Judy
Guilfoyle, and Joan Harkins.

*Contestants Remember! The answer is incorrect if you only send in the street
name and address. You must identify the structure with the actual name that it is or
was, not the type of work, or anything vague about it, or your submission is incorrect.
Remember, we need the name of the building, not the address or street it’s located on.

Where in New Jersey?

Be careful not to get run over by this tram on this very popular wooden boardwalk! Send your
answer in to: satimes@aol.com or scan below by September 18th.

July Information

Where in New Jersey?
By Brian & Phyllis Stratton

Last month’s Where In NJ was the
legendary Stone Pony in Asbury Park, NJ.
A venue that has hosted many outstanding
bands and performers including Elvis
Costello, The Allman Brothers, KISS,
Blondie, The Ramones, The Replacements,
Stevie Ray Vaughan, Joe Jackson, Patti
Smith, Graham Parker, Southside Johnny
and the Asbury Jukes, as well as the “Boss”
Bruce Springsteen and many, many others.
It is still an active venue for many new
performers and still a big draw for Asbury
Park.

July-Where in New Jersey?
The Stone Pony Asbury Park, NJ

Where in NJ Winners.

This months winners are Sheila
Alexander, Sandra Jacko, Dennis
Quinlan,Pat & Bill Scully, Marie English,
Chuck Pickard, Judy Guilfoyle, Leon
Credico, Gerry Sherry, Peggy Skrynka
Parker, Craig Yetsko, Jim Malkiewicz,
Barbara Lazo, Pat Minnick, Pete McIntyre,

Doreen Tremonte, Dennis O’Leary, Dave
Krempecki, Adele O’Hara, Maryanne
Matarangolo, Dane Colburn, Jan and Donna
Williams, Gary Feret, Marlene Letwenski,
Mark Moniello, Lisa Grankowski, and
Kelly Hayes. Congratulations everyone!

26 August 26, 2017 South Amboy-Sayreville Times

Obituaries

Blaha, Steven, 57, formerly of South
Amboy died on Aug. 9.
Bocchino, Suzanne T., 70, of South
Amboy died on July 24.
Consentino, James R., 58, formerly of
South Amboy died on Aug. 13.
Desmond, Keith “Bro,” 42, of South
Amboy died on Aug. 8.
Formica, Victor, 79, of South Amboy
died on July 25.
Gabel, Julia, 88, of Sayreville died on
June 24.
Mankiew, Priscilla H., 88, of Parlin died
on July 19.
Osmanski, Felicia, 77, of Sayreville
died on Aug. 3.
Pawelek, Robert, 72, of Sayreville died
on July 13.
Pelc, John A., 55, of Parlin died on
July 23.
Piatek, Dorothy Stortz, 73, of Sayreville
died on July 25.
Reszkowski, John, 52, of South Amboy
died on Aug. 3.
Spears, Leonard T., 69, of Parlin died
on Aug. 12.
Tabasko, Marilyn T., 85, formerly of
South Amboy died July 31.
Tengelics, Helen M., 90, of Sayreville
died on Aug. 12.
Thompson, Ricky, 52, of Parlin died
on Aug. 6.

In Memoriam

Julia Gabel, 88, of Sayreville died on
June 24. She operated the family business,
E. Gabel Monument Works in South Amboy
for many years, and was a wonderful lady
respected by all. James Cosentino, 58,
formerly of South Amboy died on Aug. 13.
He was a member of the American Institute
of Certified Public Accountants, and also
was an avid fisherman and member of South
River Boat Club.
May they rest in peace and always be
remembered.

Marilyn T. Tabasko

Marilyn T. Tabasko, 85, of Cobblewood
Court, Lopatcong Twp., NJ, passed away at
home, on July 31, peacefully, surrounded
by her family.
Born in Newark, NJ, on July 20, 1932,
she was the daughter of the late Alexander
and Grace Nelson Kapperer. Her husband
of 58 years, Bernard T. Tabasko, Sr., passed
away in 2009.
Marilyn is survived by her daughter
Theresa Stoddard and husband Sidney,
with whom she lived in Lopatcong Twp.,
her sons are Glenn S. Tabasko of Raritan
Twp., NJ and Bernard T. Tabasko Jr.
and wife Judith of E. Windsor, NJ. Her
grandchildren are Sidney Jr., Kevin, Olivia,
Colleen, Melissa, Glenn Jr. and Elizabeth,
and one great-grandchild. Many nieces and
nephews survive as well. Marilyn’s sister
Lorraine Applegate passed away earlier.
Marilyn was a member of St. Jane
Frances de Chantal Catholic Church in
Palmer Twp., Pa.
The funeral arrangements were
handled by The Finegan Funeral Home,
4080 William Penn Highway, Palmer
Twp., Pa. Services began at the funeral
home on August 4, 2017, followed by a
Funeral Mass at St. Jane’s Church, 4049
Hartley Ave., Palmer Twp., Pa. Interment
was at St. Mary Cemetery in Alpha, NJ. In
addition to accepting flowers, the family
would also suggest making donations to
Karen Ann Quinlan Hospice, 99 Sparta
Ave., Newton, NJ 07860

Festival of Lights

The OLV Senior Group is sponsoring
a trip to Wheeling, West Virginia for their
Christmas Festival of Lights from November
29 to December 1, 2017. The cost of the trip
is $425.00 which includes 2 nights lodging,
2 breakfasts, and 1 Holiday Dinner Show,
bus transportation, and bus driver gratuity.
Also included in the cost is the Oglebay
Park Festival of Lights tour, Winter Fantasy
displays, The Glass Museum and Artisan
Center, Kruger Street Toy and Train Museum
and much more. For further information or
to reserve a seat, please contact Finita at
732-721-5081.
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Sandlot Baseball
Did you ever wonder how young kids in
South Amboy developed their baseball skills
long before the Little League, Babe Ruth
and other formal leagues were introduced?
During the 1930’s 40’s and well into the 50’s
those early skills would start to develop on
the various sandlots around town. Any space
big enough to play on was good enough to
choose up a game and have fun. There were
no foul lines, batter’s box, bases…and no
umpires. The bats and balls were often taped,
and the bases were bricks or whatever you
found that looked like one. Since there were
no umpires there were lots of arguments, fair/
foul, safe/out, ball/strike etc. And, almost
always there were never nine players on each
side. You moved the players around the field
based on who was up to bat, right hand or
lefty. Or if you hit to the opposite field, a
right hander hit one to right field or a lefty hit
one to left field, you were out. You played
until it was time to go home for supper or
just got tired. Your mom or dad would say:
Where have you been? Out! What did you
do? Nothing! This was how I remember it
down in the Bowery. We played out near the
old coal docks, we called it the back field.
I am told it was once called Star Field, but
that was way before my time. When I was
picked to play (not always) I would end up
in right field, and right field was filled with
sea weeds, lots of sea weeds. Sometimes I
would get lost chasing a ball. I am sure sandlot
ball was played all over town. The kids in
Mechanicsville, Bergen Hill, up by Sacred
Heart, Fish Town and the other neighborhoods
played against each other. Then as they got
older they formed neighborhood teams. This
was the next step in developing the skills that
after high school would eventually result in
many, many young guys moving up to play
college, semi-pro and professional baseball.
We had a team made up of kids from
below the tracks, affectionatey known in
South Amboy as the “Bowery”. Some names
I remember are: Joey Hansel, Frank “Tank”
Leonard, Leon Credico, Jimmy Longstreet,

By John "Flip" Phillips

Vince Weber, Joe Lotkowictz, Jimmy Durski,
and I am sure there was a Carney, Joey or
Billy or both on the team. If I forgot anybody,
I am sorry. I don’t think we were very good
(no All-County or All-State players here) but
we played teams from around town for fun
and something to do in the summer, usually
in the morning. The fields were now “regular”
baseball fields: Veterans’ (or Tigers field),
St Mary’s and Sacred Heart. Both St Mary’s
and Sacred Heart ball fields are long gone.
St. Mary’s was where the empty high school
and grammar school are now, and the Sacred
Heart field is filled with houses. Veterans’
Field is now named in honor of John Aloysius
“Trader Jack” McKeon.
Bill “Biff” McKeon
Yes, we played a lot of sandlot baseball
when I was growing up. First on the John
Street road and then worked our way up to
regular ballfields. We played on the old
St. Mary’s schoolyard and on the grass on
Stevens Avenue next to the school. Then
we moved up to Veterans’ Field on Feltus
Street and Sacred Heart Field, next to the
St. Mary’s cemetery. We even traveled to
Mechanicsville to play against a team from
the “Hole in the Wall Guys,” the Rogers boys.
In the 40’s my dad, Aloysius “Bill” McKeon,
formed the McKeon’s Boys Club. We had
uniforms and equipment for the first time.
Then he got the city’s ok to use Veterans’
Field for our home games. Doc Meinzer a
pretty good baseball player, pitcher in the
city senior league, and very involved with
youth around the city became our coach.
My dad then bought a van so that we could
play against teams from other towns, Walt
Mickerson was our driver. To top it off
he bought a warehouse on the corner of
Feltus and Leffert Street where we could
play basketball indoors during the winter.
It helped a lot of St. Mary’s and Hoffman
basketball players develop skills that made
them and their high school team county and
state recognized. We would also play catch
with baseballs during the winter to keep our

arms in shape. He kept brother Jack and
me and our friends busy and out of trouble.
We did not cause trouble. We would walk
the streets of South Amboy for entertainment,
and hang out at our favorite soda shop Jack’s
on Stevens Avenue. On Tuesday nights, we
would walk down to Frank DuBush’s to
watch the Milton Berle show through the
store window. Remember Marco Marcello,
the chubby little guy who was part of the show
and was from South Amboy? Milton would
“yell”: Make up! Then Marco would run onto
the stage (in a funny costume) and hit Milton
in the face with a big makeup duster. Friday
night was fight night in Madison Square
Garden. We would watch the fight on the
TV from Brennan’s Tavern window off John
Street and listen to Don Dunphy describe the
action. They were good and happy days!
Another thing we did to improve our
skills was to “Hit ‘Em Out”. You only needed
a few guys to do this: a pitcher, a batter and
a few guys to “shag” hit balls. Each guy
would get a turn at bat and we would go
around and round until we got tired or it got
dark. Veterans’ Field was the best place to
do this, because it had a “reachable” fence
in left field, and if you really connected you
could put one in the peach or apple orchard
that was there at the time. Now the orchard
is filled with houses. When I was playing
minor league baseball I would provide balls
to “Poncho” Kovaleski and Tony Lopez and
others to “Hit ‘Em Out” as they got ready for
spring training. The balls were “supplied” by
the team I was playing with at the time. Skip
House (HHS 1955) used to live across the
street from Veterans’ Field, and remembers
being asked by the O’Brien and McKeon
brothers and others to “shag” for them as
they were getting ready to go off to Spring
Training. But, they never let him have a turn
at bat. (I remember Skip’s father had a weekly
column back in the 50’s/60’s in the old South
Amboy Citizen called: Houses’ Corner).”
Tom Burkard
“We played in the early 60's on the field
at the top of Wilmont St., also on the corner
of lower Wilmont and Alpine Street, we
called it Pappa’s Field. We batted towards
the railroad tracks, and Johnny Pappa who
was a bit older, and bigger than the rest of
us was the only one who could hit the ball
on the tracks, which was a home run. The
field was almost all what we called white
sugar sand, actually more like beach sand.
We also played on the Conover St.
basketball court batting towards the Liyana
house. In addition, we traveled to Scott Ave.
in Melrose to play against the Melrose kids.
We also faced them up at the big Dutch Boy
tank on Cross Ave. (all woods now behind
current Costa Verde Restaurant) which was
Georgette's at the time. We would bat towards
the gigantic Dutch Boy Tank, (uphill).
Occasionally we would trek way up to the

40 Years Ago

1977-The South Amboy Police
Department added 3 new officers: Kenneth
Szatkowski, Robert A. Point and William
Cheeseman.

Parkway Circle in Sayreville. I don’t think
there was a lot of sandlot baseball played in
Mechanicsville after we moved on.”
In Summary
I think it’s fair to say that in the 1930’s
1940’s and well into the 1950’s (and probably
before that) baseball was the name of the game
in South Amboy. Sure, there was basketball
with Hoffman and St. Mary’s gaining state
recognition. And football played by St Mary’s
off and on in the 20’ and 30’s, and the South
Amboy Tigers. But baseball was the game
South Amboy was noted for. And, it all started
on the sandlots around town. Then it was high
school, a very competitive senior league, and
various county and state tournaments and
leagues played during the summer where the
boys from South Amboy stood out. Here are
some of the 40’s and 50’s “Alumni”, even a
few from the 1930’s, who got their start on
the sandlots of South Amboy; and then went
on to play professional, college or semi-pro
baseball:
From the 40’s and 50’s: Frank “Box”
Zebro, Walt and Ken Rogers, Johnny and
Eddie O’Brien*, John “Trader Jack” and Bill
“Biff” McKeon, Tony Tarallo, Rudy Neuman,
John “Jack” Vail, Jerry Connors, John
“Skeets” Skarzynski, Leo Kedzierski, John
“Poncho” Kovaleski, Tony Lopez, George
Spiecker, Jack Zawacki, Ray Stockton,
Tommy Malik, Frank “Skippy” Minnick, Jim
Croddick, Jimmy Inman, Vince Abbatiello.
From the 1930’s Sandlots: Allie Clark*,
Ed “Lefty” Zebro, Bill “Blinker” Stratton,
Pete Pavich.
Joe McGonigle**
* The O’Brien twins, Allie Clark and
John “Trader Jack” McKeon made it to the
major leagues. Johnny, Eddie and Allie as
players, and John “Trader Jack” as a GM and
Manager. The O’Brien twins and Jack and Bill
“Biff” McKeon are also in the AAABA (All
American Amateur Baseball Association)
Hall of Fame.
**South Amboy? A few of the “old
timers” who helped me on this story believe
that the Joe McGonigle who played in the
New York Giant minor league system for
only two years 1939/40, and had very, very
good statistics (24 home runs and a batting
average of .327), is the Joe McGonigle who
graduated from St. Mary’s in 1931 and went
on to play baseball for St. Bonaventure. But,
we can’t find any confirmation that he was a
South Amboy guy. If there is anyone out there
who can help confirm this yes or no, please
let us know. A mystery we’d like to solve.
PS: A future story will list some of the
on-field statistics of the guys who went on
to play professional baseball. If I forgot
someone please let me know. And, I did not
forget “Steaming In”, it will come.
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