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South Amboy Mayor Fred Henry (l) swears in new Fire Chief Steve Szatkowski as his wife Susan (r)
grandaughter Rae Lynn (holding bible) proudly look on. (Photo by Brian Stratton)

"Support Our Troops"
Fundraiser Dance

A fundraiser dance, “Support Our
Troops” will be held by the VFW Post 4699
Auxiliary, 575 Jernee Mill Rd.,Sayreville,
NJ. The "Classic Rock/Oldies Night”
featuring Clem and Friends will be held
on April 8 from 6-11 p.m. Doors open at
6 p.m. with Open Bar/Hot & Cold Buffet
Dinner. Cost is $40.00 per person. For tix/
info call Carmen @732-254-9425, or the Post
@732-254-4789. Come on out for a great
night of live music by Central Jersey’s Best
Classic Rockers, playing your favorite oldies
and Classic Rock tunes from the 50’s to the
80’s. So dress to dance. Meet your friends
and neighbors for a great cause. Last year’s
show sold out quickly and was quite “The
Party,” so, get it on your calendar! C’mon
out and party! See you there!

Open Mic/Pasta
Night

Sayreville Fire Chief George Gawron is sworn into office on January 1, 2017 by Sayreville Municipal
Clerk Theresa Farbaniec, while the Chief ’s wife, Nora Gawron holds the bible. (Photo submitted
by Rich Kosmoski)

Father Pavich
Inducted Into
Equestrian Order

Former South Amboy native, Father
Jason Pavich, who is the director of diocesan
Office of Vocations, was recently inducted
into the Equestrian Order of the Holy
Sepulchre at St. Patrick’s Cathedral in New
York. Father Pavich was ordained to the
priesthood by Bishop Paul G. Bootkoski
on May 26, 2012, at the Cathedral of St.
Francis of Assisi, Metuchen. In 2015, he was
appointed by Bishop Bootkoski to the position
of Assistant Vocations Director, Director of
the St. John Vianney House of Discernment,
Highland Park, and part-time Chaplain at the
Catholic Center at Rutgers University, New
Brunswick. Last year, Father Pavich was
named Director, Vocation Director, a position
Pictured, left to right: Eagle Scouts John Paul Bellanich, Mitchell Hall, Joseph Przybylski. (Photo/ he holds while still serving at the House of
Story Submitted)
Discernment and The Catholic Center.

Troop 95 Welcomes 3 New Eagle Scouts!

A Full Night of Entertainment with the
Knights of Columbus Open Mic Night and
Pasta Night Fundraiser! Friday, January 27,
2017 South Amboy Knights of Columbus,
308 Fourth Street South Amboy from 6-9
pm featuring Baked Ziti or Spaghetti,
Meatballs or Italian Sausage, Tossed Salad,
Bread, Choice of (1) beverage Tap Beer,
Wine or Soda, Dessert and Coffee. For more
information please call: 732-721-2025.
A portion of the proceeds to benefit the
Sayreville B.I.C.

BSA Troop 95, sponsored for over 70
years by the Sacred Heart R.C. Church of
South Amboy, is proud to welcome three
of its scouts to the Boy Scouts of America
prestigious rank of Eagle Scout.
To complete the Eagle Scout rank, each
candidate had to lead a project benefiting the
community at large.
John Paul restored the Rosary Garden
at St. Mary' Church, Mitchell conducted a
beachfront cleanup, and Joseph constructed

South Amboy ARTS and the South
Amboy Parade Committee are pleased to
announce the annual Irish Heritage Concert
in celebration of St. Patrick’s Day. This year
the free concert will be held on Saturday,
March 18, 2017 at 7PM at the South Amboy
Community Theatre and features artists from
the Emerald Isle who currently live in New
Jersey with the award-winning Ceili Rain and
The Kentucky Rifles, who will open the show.
Audience members will be treated to an
evening of traditional Irish favorites mixed
with contemporary sounds that represent the

bands’ Irish and Celtic culture.
CEILI RAIN is an original, innovative
blend of pop-rock music with Celtic/Irish
flavor and asubtle, but sincere, uplifting/
joyful message. The band is led by frontman,
Bob Halligan Jr.
As a songwriter, Bob Halligan, Jr. has
had over 140 songs recorded by well-known
rock artists and has published over 975 songs
that have sold more than 30 million units.
The discography of CEILI RAIN
continues to grow due to the overwhelming
support of a seriously committed fan base.

bird houses for Camp Kiddie Keep Well in
Edison.
The Troop meets every Tuesday evening
@ 7:30 in Memorial Hall across from Sacred
Heart Church. Boys between the age of 11
thru 17 are invited to join.
Please see "https://beascout.scouting.
org" for more information.

Tip-A-Pint Nights

The South Amboy St. Patrick’s Day
Parade will hold two Tip-A-Pint Fundraisers
one on February 23rd 6:30 p.m. at RTB “Raise
The Bar”, 117 North Broadway, South Amboy
and one on Thursday, March 9th, 6:30 p.m.
at Murphy’s Shamrock Inn, 147 South Pine
Ave., South Amboy. Tickets will be sold at
the door only, cost $20 and includes food,
beer, wine and soda. The Col. D.B. Kelly
Pipes & Drums will be performing. Souvenir
Parade Hats will be available for $10 each.

Irish Heritage Concert St. Patrick’s Day Celebration
The band currently has 7 recorded CD
projects many of which have received
significant critical acclaim. CEILI RAIN
has been recognized with numerous UNITY
AWARDS, and has 5 music videos that are
played on music video channels around the
world.
Ceili Rain music makes your feet want
to dance and your soul soar!" ~Billboard
Magazine
THE KENTUCKY RIFLES (opening
act) have a unique brand of acoustic Irish
blues, fusing traditional Irish music with

the ethos of Woody Guthrie and Americana
soul. The band features Ireland’s Christian
Pearson on lead vocals.
Funding for this event is provided in
part by Middlesex County Board of Chosen
Freeholders and Middlesex County Cultural
and Heritage Commission
South Amboy Community Theatre is
located at 200 Governor Harold G. Hoffman
Plaza, South Amboy, NJ 08879. Doors open
at 6:30pm. For more information, call South
Amboy ARTS at 732.753.9486 or email
info@southamboyarts.org
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On Jan. 1, 2017, Mayor Fred Henry (l) presented a proclamation to honor Charles R. Pickard (r) for
his 50 years of service to the South Amboy Fire Dept. and community. During his tenure, “Chuck”
served the SAFD in many capacities including President, Fireman, and Chief of the SAFD in 1992.
“Chuck” joined the Middlesex County Fire Police in 1995, and currently is a Lieutenant, serving as a
South Amboy Fire Police Officer. His other positions included President Representative to the New
Jersey State Firemen’s Association, where he is a life member of the NJ State Fire Police Association,
a life member of the NJ Volunteer Chiefs Association, an Associate Life Member of the Retired Police
and Firemen Local 9, and a life member, ex-Vice President and ex-Chief of the Middlesex County Fire
Police Association. Not only was “Chuck” a Fireman of “Distinction,” but found time to serve the
youth of the community as a baseball umpire since 1975. The SAFD and the City of South Amboy
want to congratulate “Chuck” for his loyal and admirable service for the past 50 years, and wish him
good luck, and continued good health in the future. (Photo/story by Joe Lotkowictz)

Talk Of The Towns
By Tom Burkard

Croddick Photo Featured On Calendar
Heidi Croddick of Parlin recently had
her photo selected from over 700 entries, and
now appears on the Amboy Bank calendar for
2017. She received $100 for her masterpiece.
Congratulations, Heidi!
Gomolka Stars In Play
Former Morgan resident and St. Mary’s
HS Class of 1970 graduate, Barry Gomolka
recently starred in the world premiere of “Son
Of A Dog,” a play which had a one-week run
at the Walnut Theater in Philadelphia, PA,
and was a huge success. Congratulations
and best of luck, Barry!
Happy Belated Birthday, Yvonne!
Yvonne Coyle of Sayreville celebrated
her 90th birthday on Dec. 29th. Happy
Birthday wishes to Yvonne, who is one of

the most talented Country Western guitar
playing/vocalist of all-time in our area.
May God bless a very “special” lady, who
has brought so much happiness through her
music, by performing at nursing homes and
hospitals throughout the years.
Wilusz Retires
Former South Amboy resident and 1974
graduate of St. Mary’s HS, Dan Wilusz,
recently retired from USDA Food & Nutrition
Service after 37 plus years. Congratulations
and best of luck always, Dan!
On Dean’s List
Nick Reagan, a 2016 graduate of South
Amboy HS was named to the Dean’s List
for the first semester at Rowan University.
Congratulations Nick, and keep up the great
work!

SWMHS Class Of
1967 Reunion

Sayreville War Memorial High School
is seeking to contact members of the Class
of 1967 for its 50th reunion. The event will
be held on Saturday, April 22, 2017 at the
Town & Country Inn, Rt. 35 & Broadway,
Keyport, NJ. Cost is $50 per person to include
a buffet and cash bar. Please contact any of
the following for more information: Joyce
Helmstetter @ 732 742 3537 joyceelyea@
gmailcom, or Geri Bove @ Gerim1714@aol.
com If anyone has any information on the
following missing classmates, please advise.
Wayne Carroll, Barbara Gawron Wiederkehr,
Janet Logan, Rosa Ramos.
TO ST. JUDE
May the Sacred Heart of Jesus be adored and glorified,
loved and preserved throughout the world. Sacred Heart
of Jesus, pray for us. St. Jude, worker of miracles, pray for
us. St. Jude gave me hope. -B.S..
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Pictured (l-r) DiGuilio Family members Kali, Al and Maria with Gerry Bellotti of the Independent
College Fund of New Jersey.

Lyrics for Lucas Foundation Scholarship

Lyrics for Lucas Foundation has started
a new holiday tradition in memory of Lucas
Albert DiGuilio whose unexplained death
at 22 months has left the DiGuilio family
without answers but not without hope.
As they work to bring awareness and
support to Sudden Unexplained Death in
Childhood (SUDC) through the Lyrics
for Lucas Foundation, the DiGuilio’s are
also building a lasting legacy for Lucas by

Military News

Navy Corpsman Adam J Szatkowski
son of proud parents Steven and Sue
Szatkowski of South Amboy, completed
basic training on June 10, 2016 in Great
Lakes, Illinois. On September 29, 2016
at Fort Sam Houston Texas Corpsman
Szatkowski graduated with the last
class as the title
of Corpsman .
While still at Fort
Sam Houston,
Corpsman
Szatkowski
completed
phase 1 for the
title of Surgical
Technician and
is presently
working on
Navy Corpsman Adam phase 2 at San
J. Szatkowski (Photo by D i e g o N a v a l
Base California.
Brian Stratton)

introducing a scholarship for students in the
performing arts. The annual scholarship
will assist an aspiring performer to reach
their academic goals while allowing Lucas’
fondness for music to live on and touch
countless lives throughout the performer's
career.
Students at Westminster Choir College
of Rider University will be the first students
eligible to compete for the $2500 award.

Thrift Store

Trinity Treasures Thrift Store will open
on Tuesday, January 31--weather permitting.
We will have new merchandise. The store
will not open if the weather is 35 degrees or
below. Thank you all for your patronage and
putting up with the construction.

Pocketbook Bingo/
Tricky Tray

Sayreville Middle School PTO will be
holding its 2nd Annual Pocketbook Bingo/
Tricky Tray. The bingo will take place at the
Sayreville Middle School 800 Washington
Rd Parlin NJ 08859 in the school cafeteria,
January 28,2017 @ 7:30 p. m. Doors open
@ 6:30 for pre sale ticket orders.Tickets
are $30.00 or $35.00 @ the door limited
space! For ticket information please
email sriverasmspto@aol.com or visit our
Facebook page Sayreville Middle School
PTO. Tickets may also be purchased online
on our PTO website: http://sayrems.ch2v.
com/content.asp?PageID=6
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Yearbook-St. Mary’s 1992
By Tom Burkard

Bryan Adams’ hit ”(Everything I Do)
I Do It For You” was the top song in the
nation, as St. Mary’s Class of ’92 returned
to school in September 1991. . .John Gloss,
Jr. was the principal, and some of his fine
faculty included; Sister Esther Hernandez,
Sister M. Kateri Hawley, Sister M. Anselma
Smith, Donna Barratt, Paul Greitz, Charlotte
Kierst, Mary Beth Woolf. . . The yearbook was
dedicated to Suzanne Burns. Tiffany Lasky
was the editor. . .Other activities included
a visit by the famous Flavian; Halloween
Happening; Christmas Concert 1991. . . Some
of the seniors selected randomly include;
Michelle Alcala, Stephanie Davis, Thomas
Kelley, Sandra Mamrak, Christopher Pohl,
Rose Rojewski, Denise Rosewell, James
Roxbury, James Seyglinski, Bernadette
Sommers, Brendan O’Connell, Dawn Sellitti,
Kristen Schenck, Sharon Anderson, Jason
Brown, Tricia Canavan, Cynthia De Oliverira,
Damaris Diaz, Jennifer Duigon, Christine

Fiore, Judith Freeman, Jennifer Hamberger,
Patrick Lomma, Michelle McBriarty, Linda
Longo, Susana Lopez, Michelle Osolinski,
Kim Stevens. . . There were plenty of talented
senior athletes at St. Mary in the Class of ’92,
including; Chris Bratus, Leo Cannon, Dena
Castello, Alfred D’Agostino, Phil Gaito,
Gregorz Herman, Jennifer Mandola, Frank
Petricek, Christopher Paczkowski, Duff
Regan, Christine Abreu, Jennifer Arocho,
Yearbook-St. Mary 1992 By Tom Burkard
Kim Baranco, Robert Bunten, Melissa
Chodkiewicz, Kathleen Corcione, Casey
Damian, Sandra DaSilva, Dawn Dowd,
Richard Griffin, Wiliam Haughey, Tiffany
Lasky, Ellyn LeFante, Pegeen McGowan,
Raymond O’Hare, Lisa Palmeri, Lauren
Ruffo, William Smith, John Waselus, Michael
Tama, Brian Thomas, Nicole Velba, Lisa
Tosi, Mary Jo Vullo. . . At graduation time,
“Jump” by Kris Kross ruled the Billboard
record charts, and “I’ll Be There” by Mariah
Carey was not too far behind. St. Mary Class
of 1992 wasn’t the largest in history, but
surely one of the most energetic with plenty
of potential for future success.

Seniors February
Meeting

The February meeting of the 2016-2017
OLV Seniors will be held on Friday, February
3, 2017 at 1 PM in Monsignor Hall. After our
business meeting, we will have our membersonly Country Western Luncheon. The cost of
the luncheon is $12.00 which must be paid
prior to the meeting. Call Mary Bouchard at
732-727-5056 to make a reservation and to
send payment. No reservations will be taken
after Friday, January 27, 2017.
Deposits of $20 for a day trip and $50
for a multi-day trip are due for all other OLV
Senior trips. For information on our trips call
Teri at 732-737-7639.
Non-perishable food items are needed
for the St. Vincent de Paul Society food bank.
For further information, please contact Teri
Yetsko at 732-727-7639.

Daddy-Daughter
Date Night

The South Amboy-Sayreville Rotary
Club will sponsor its 12th Annual DaddyDaughter Date Night on Friday, February 3rd
from 7-10 P.M. at the VFW Hall, Jernee Mill
Rd., Sayreville. Proceeds will be donated
to community activities and humanitarian
projects. Dads, uncles, granddads and
stepdads can escort their favorite special
little girl to dinner, dancing and fun. Childfriendly buffet, raffles and gifts. Cost is
$60 per couple, $25 each additional special
girl. Limited seating, early reservations
recommended. Call Greg at: (732) 721-0400
or email: greg@customfinancial.org.

Lodzinski Gets 30
Years
By Steve Schmid

Former South Amboy resident Michelle
Lodzinski, convicted for the murder of
her young son was sentenced to 30 years
in prison. Lodzninski, 49, was considered
the prime suspect in connection with the
1991 disappearance of her 5-year old son
Timothy Wiltsey. Lodzinski was convicted
last May of first degree murder in the death of
Timothy who she claimed disappeared from
a carnival at Kennedy Park in Sayreville in
May 1991.The reported disappearance of
the kindergartner received national attention
when Lodzinski told police her son went
missing while she was buying a soda. Police
became suspicious when they determined
nobody saw the boy at the carnival following
an extensive canvass. The suspicions grew
when Lodzinski changed her story several
times and gave inconsistent answers to their
questions. Timothy's skeletal remains were
discovered April 1992 in a swampy area near
Raritan Center in Edison where the single
mother then 23, worked. She was arrested in
August 2014 near her Port St. Lucie, Florida
home after prosecutors reopened the cold
case. Lodzinski will get credit for the days
spent in prison which would reduce her prison
time by more than two years.
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Mary Ann Spisso, President of the Sayreville Thursday Senior Club congratulates Joe Soos for his 26
years of loyal service to the club, as President in 2013 and 2014, and also his work on the Executive
Board during this time. Good health and good wishes to Joe for all his work and entertainment over
the years. (Photo/story by Joe Lotkowictz)

Free Movie Matinee
January 29

Trip To Bobby
Byrne Show

The South Amboy Seniors are having a
trip to Dooling’s in Spring Lake to see the
Bobby Byrne show, The Best of Broadway on
April 19th. Price is $80 for dinner and show.
If interested call Mary Ann at 732-721-3894.
Bus will leave the Senior Center at 10 a.m.

Book Sale At Library

South Amboy Knights of Columbus
Council #426 will host a free showing of
the inspirational film "Woodlawn," a true
story of a spiritual awakening capturing the
heart of nearly every player on the Woodlawn
High School football team. The movie will
be shown at 308 Fourth St. South Amboy on
Sunday January 29. Doors open at 4 p.m. and
the movie starts at 5:30 p.m. A pasta dinner
will be offered before the film at 4:30 p.m.
Dinner cost is $5 for adults and $3 per child.
For more information call 732-721-2025 or
email daniela at danielam2978@yahoo.com

Friends of Sayreville Public Library
is holding its January Book Sale at 1050
Washington Road, Parlin, NJ on Saturday,
January 21 and Sunday, January 22 from
1:00-3:30 p.m.
$10.00 for bag or $15.00 for box (Must
use bags/boxes provided)
Sunday, January 22, 2017 at 3:00 p.m.
Not for Profit and Teacher Appreciation
The OLV Senior Group is sponsoring
~Books and Media FREE of charge (Must a trip to the Azalea Festival in Norfolk,
provide ID)
Virginia from April 27 – 30, 2017. The trip
includes 3 nights lodging, 3 breakfasts, and
three full course dinners. Shows include the
Virginia International Tattoo Show and the
NATO Parade of Nations with reserved seats.
By Al Gomolka Jr.
Passengers will also visit the Norfolk Naval
Times Poet Laureate c.1996
Base, MacArthur Memorial and more. The
Some may ask
price of the trip is $590.00 which includes the
Does God have moods?
above plus bus transportation, bus gratuity,
As demonstrated by our weather
and snacks. For further information or to
Frivolity of a snowfall
reserve a seat, please call Carmen at 732Hope of a sunrise
254-9425
Peace of a sunset
Wrath in a hurricane
Necessity of the rain God's moods?
The OLV Senior Group is sponsoring
Not so Free will of the earth
1 trip to the Sands Casino in Bethlehem,
As with man
Pennsylvania. The dates are: Sunday, March
Affected by environmental changes
19, 2017. The cost of the trip is $35. You
Affected by man's manipulation
will receive a $20 slot voucher and $5 food
Yet, as always
voucher. Please contact Carmen at 732-254God can intervene!
9425 for information or to reserve a seat.

Trip to Norfolk’s
Azalea Festival

Weather Extremes

Seniors Trip to Sands

The first snowfall of 2017 hit South Amboy and Sayreville on Saturday, Jan. 7th and brought 5 inches.
(Photo by Tom Burkard)

First 2017 Snowstorm
By Steve Schmid

The first significant snowstorm of
2017 dropped a blanket of white over our
area causing slippery roads and dangerous
driving conditions. Approximately 5 inches
of snow fell January 7 causing many local
activities to be cancelled. It was the first
time the Middlesex County road crews had
to plow in the winter season. Area residents

may have been caught by surprise since
the coastal storm was originally forecast
to go out to sea. The good news is the cold
temperatures made the snow light and easy to
shovel. The storm also came in on a Saturday
so most people stayed home instead of going
to work or school.
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Members of Sayreville American Legion Post #211 stand at attention prior to the POW-MIA
presentation at the Sayreville Senior Center.

The Meaning Of The POW-MIA Flag
By Joe Lotkowictz

The POW-MIA flag is black and white,
stark and precise colors that show American
men and women are still missing from the
Vietnam War. The profile of a prisoner in
sorrow faces his right towards America in
belief he has not been forgotten, and is deep
in thought, and soon he will be rescued.
In the background of this flag is a guard
watching his prisoners of war in body and
spirit, because their guards don’t care or have
any regard for these men. Also in the flag
is barbed wire separating them from their
love of freedom, and from those who would

take away our freedom. Last, but not least
is a partial laurel wreath, which is a symbol
of the hero and the victor, but it is only a
partial wreath because he is not home where
he can receive full honors he is entitled to as
a true and brave warrior. The words YOU
ARE NOT FORGOTTEN are inscribed on
the flag in hope that someday all the POW’s
and MIA will be returned to their homeland,
the land they love and fought for. God bless
all these brave men and women. This year
is the 50th Anniversary of the Vietnam War.

Sayreville American Legion Post #211 members (l-r) Bill Maher, Ed Strek, and Bob Puchala are
pictured at the Sayreville Thursday Senior Club. Strek was explaining all the inscriptions and writing
on the POW-MIA flag, what it stands for and what it represents, while Maher and Puchala were
respectfully holding the flag. (Photos by Joe Lotkowictz)

South Amboy’s Company F
By Fran Fitzmorris

The story of Company F and its
importance to South Amboy during the first
World War has been told before. However, I
was able to uncover some new information to
go along with what we already knew.
Company F was an all South Amboy
army unit that was formed in 1916. It was
founded for young men who wanted to do their
part for the country but were denied service
into the United States army mainly for failing
their physicals. That didn’t stop them. They
continued to train with the regular army unit
stationed at Sea Girt. These soldiers, instead
of going to France, guarded the town 24-7
from possible sabotage. The commanding
officer was Captain Roddy. They always had
to be ready for anything, especially sabotage,
that had first taken place in New York harbor
in June of 1915.This would be called the
Black Tom explosion. It was proven to be
sabotage by the Germans. It would take
many years before reparations were finally
paid. The United States government shut
down all munitions stationed in New York
harbor or North Jersey. Out of this shut-down
would come the Gillespie munitions plant
in Morgan.
Hercules and Dupont were also producing
munitions but not on the same level. The fear
of sabotage in the South Amboy area rose
dramatically but did the townspeople of South
Amboy believe that it could actually happen?
Company F was the only unit on duty

for that weekend of October 4-5, 1918 at
7:30 PM when all hell broke loose with the
Morgan Explosion. They stayed an entire
week taking care of the wounded in town and
in the fort. Many locals never knew of the
bravery of this unit even after the war ended.
Company F continued to actively patrol
South Amboy after the war was over. Their
headquarters were located on David Street. In
1920, the army announced that Company F
was to be decommissioned at a dinner which
was to be held on February 5 at the Packer
House Hotel in Perth Amboy. The Packer
would be a famous hotel decades into the
twentieth century, a proper place to honor
these men.
At the dinner, some of the invited guests
heard for the first time what it was like for
Company F. Captain Roddy to speak. He
was presented with a gift of an umbrella due
to his untiring service on his men’s behalf.
Two other officers, Lieutenant Havens
and Lieutenant Hasslacher, who were also
recognized, were roundly applauded by a
large group. At the dinner, Lieutenant Havens
had been selected to act as toastmaster and
was reported to do an outstanding job. South
Amboy mayor, Francis Gordon, voiced
the sentiments of all townspeople. He
complimented them for their heroic conduct,
especially during the explosion and the week
spent alone during, possibly, the worse of
times in the town’s history.
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American Legion Post 211 Honor Guard members laying a wreath on a veteran’s grave: (l-r) Past
Commander Rich Kosmoski, Charles Englehardt, Bill Maher, Mike Fischer, Stanley Drwal, Joe Rudy,
Past Commander Artie Valentino, Larry Lios, Joe Castellano, and Past Commander Eddie Strek.
(Photo/info Submitted)

Wreaths Across America

Story by: Rich Kosmoski, Past Commander American Legion Post 211

Wreaths Across America is a non-profit
organization that was founded to continue and
expand the annual wreath laying ceremony
at Arlington National Cemetery which was
begun by a Maine businessman, Morrill
Worcester, in 1992. The organization’s
mission: REMEMBER, HONOR, TEACH
is carried out at Arlington National Cemetery
as well as all 50 states.
During a trip to Washington D.C.,
12-year-old Morrill Worcester had visited
Arlington National Cemetery and it left an
indelible impression on him. This experience
followed him throughout his life and during
his career as a very successful businessman
So, when the Worcester Wreath Company
found itself with a surplus of wreaths during
the 1992 holiday season, Worcester made a
decision to honor our country’s veterans. He
relates that his good fortune was due to, in

large part, to the values of his nation and to
the veterans that made it possible.
All the wreaths are donated by the
Worcester Wreath Company and placed
on the graves by over 60,000 volunteers
and veterans. In 2014, there were 226,525
wreaths placed on the graves at Arlington
National Cemetery, one for each veteran.
There were another 700,000 distributed
across the country to be placed on veterans’
graves at local cemeteries.
In December 2016, American Legion
Lenape Post 211 had the opportunity to
participate in the wreath laying ceremony
held at the Piscataway town Burial Grounds
in Edison, as they have done for the past four
years. These burial grounds hold the bodies
of veterans dating back to the French-Indian
Wars up through and including Vietnam.
Over 90 wreaths were place at the cemetery.

The Smoke Column

By Ex-Chief Richard Kosmoski, B.A., M.S.

In the January edition of the Smoke
Column each year, I like to interview the new
fire chiefs of the local fire departments. These
men will lead their respective fire department
throughout the year and it is always interesting
to hear from them on how they worked their
way up the ladder to their current position and
some of the obstacles they had to overcome
to attain the rank of Chief.
Sayreville Fire Department chief for
2017 will be George Gawron. Chief Gawron
is no stranger to holding the position as Chief
because he will be returning for his third term
a Chief of the Sayreville Fire Department.
Chief Gawron had previously served as chief
in 1991 and 2013. Chief Gawron joined the
Melrose Hose Co. #1 of the Sayreville Fire
Department in 1981 soon after graduating
from Sayreville War Memorial High School.
Two other classmates of Chief Gawron also
joined the Sayreville Fire Department at that
time, Joseph Zonak joined Melrose Hose Co.
and Michael Fulham joined the President Park
Independent Fire Company, both men who
would advance in their careers and become
chiefs of the Sayreville Fire Department.
Chief Gawron rose through the command
ranks of the Melrose Hose Co. serving as
Lieutenant, Captain numerous times, and
the Chief Safety Officer. While serving in
these capacities, Chief Gawron was gaining
the knowledge and experience that would
allow him to pursue his goal to become Chief
of the department. He has also held various
executive offices in the company as vicepresident and for many years held the office
of president. Currently Chief Gawron is the
secretary to the Sayreville Exempt Firemen’s
Association and treasurer of the Sayreville
Firemen’s Relief Association.
In an interview with Chief Gawron, he

reflected on some of the more memorable fires
that he has fought or commanded throughout
his thirty-five-year career with the Sayreville
Fire Department. Some of these major fires
were: Silver’s Furniture Store on Main Street;
Hercules large structure fire; C-Town fire in
South Amboy; Circle Motor Lodge multiroom fire; Morgan First Aid Headquarters
structure fire; the rolled-over gasoline tanker
fire on Route #9; plus, hundreds of other
emergency responses both in town and for
mutual aid in the surrounding communities.
Unfortunately, some fires are very difficult
to get over especially if a family member or
friend was involved as in the case of Greg
Connors. Chief Gawron was fighting a brush
fire alongside Greg one afternoon, only to find
out later that night that Greg was killed in a
motor vehicle accident early that evening.
In 2010, Chief Gawron married his
friend Nora Fischer Zonak and became a
stepfather to Nicholas and Matthew. During
superstorm Sandy, the Chief was residing
on Weber Avenue which received massive
flooding and destruction. The Chief’s home
was destroyed and lost to the storm.
Just this past summer, Chief Gawron was
involved in the rescue of trapped occupants
from the second floor of a fully involved
structure fire on Jacobsen Street. The Chief
caught an infant that was strapped inside a
car seat and tossed from the second-floor
bathroom window.
Serving with Chief Gawron will be
First Assistant Chief Steve Kanca from the
Morgan Hose & Chemical Co. and Second
Assistant Chief Kevin Krushinski from the
President Park Fire Co. Good luck to the
chiefs and all the newly elected officers as
they assume their respective positions and
remember “Everyone Goes Home.”

JCP&L Home Safety Program
Keeping Safe Around Electricity

Gerald Ricciardi from JCP&L will
present a program on home safety at the
Dowdell Library on Tuesday, January 24
from 6:30-8 pm. Learn about electrical
safety inside your home, using electric heaters
safely, locating overhead and underground
wires, and other safety tips. There will be
a fun quiz to test your knowledge about

JCP&L wires and equipment. No registration
is required, so feel free to drop by – and
while you’re here, take a look around our
wonderful library!
To learn about other free programs, sign
up for the library’s monthly eNewsletter at
http://dowdell.org/newslettersignup.html
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Nick Johnsen (r), of Sayreville, was awarded the Middlesex County College Alumni Association
Academic Excellence Scholarship of $750. He is an Earth Science major who will graduate in the
Spring of 2017 and plans to transfer to either Rutgers or SUNY Oneonta or SUNY Oswego, where he
plans to major in meteorology. He is a volunteer with the Sayreville Fire Department and a program
that helps children with special needs. He is shown with Dorothy Bitetto (l), president of the Alumni
Association. (Photo/story submitted)

Tumbleweeds, Abandoned
Foundations & Skating Skirts
By Elaine Holton Scott

Walking from the Mechanicsville side
through the hole-in-the-wall, or hole-na-wall
as a lot of us used to say, we’d see a long stretch
of undeveloped land on both sides of this tail
end section of of Stevens Avenue. I can still
remember all the pale looking weeds that
grew there, the kind that would change into
tumbleweeds if a windstorm occurred like on
the cowboy shows so popular at the time. In
the mid-1950’s, two basement foundations
had been laid not far from the entrance to the
hole-in-the-wall leading to Mechanicsville,
as a start of a new development. Construction
stopped, though, leaving the two foundations
undisturbed for the next couple of years.
Maybe because cement holes in the ground
had provided a hiding place for men “up to
no good,” that area became even spookier
at night. In fact, anyone who walked that
road after darkness had fallen was either
courageous, naïve, insane, or just plain stupid.
Other than those weeds, there was really
nothing else to see until reaching Komar’s, a
place where it seemed every woman in town
was working, had worked, or would work one
day. I know Macedulski’s farm was located
there as I had seen and even walked through
his growing corn in the field behind Komar’s
when I was 6 years old and still living with
my family in Victory Plaza…but nothing
could be seen from the street. Directly across
Stevens Avenue from Komar’s was a gas
station, Lagoda’s I think…but that was such a
long time ago, I can’t really be sure. So, it’s
not hard to imagine all the excitement and
anticipation when plans for a roller skating
rink on that lonely road had been approved,
with construction to start in early 1958.
Girls had known how to roller skate
starting at an early age back then. After
tightening the heavy metal skates over our
shoes with our precious skating keys, we’d

Freedom

By Dennis O'Leary

How to remember I love myself
When my sins come up one by one
In there I hear a story
What I should have and shouldn't have done
Tell me some good things about me
Somewhere I'm a hero so great
Somewhere I need the forgiveness
I'm in it, I'm not too late
The Game is far from over
This is the brand new day
If I forgive one and one other
Then it lives in my heart to stay

Hunterdon Hills Trip

The OLV Seniors is sponsoring an
afternoon trip to Hunterdon Hills on June 8,
2017 to see Legends of POP which includes
music from Elvis, Neil Diamond, Bee Gees
and more. The cost of the trip is $115 which
includes the show, bus transportation, bus
driver gratuity, delicious meal and snacks on
the return trip. For information or to reserve
a seat please contact Finita at 732-721- 5081.

skate everywhere there was a sidewalk. For
those of us living in Mechanicsville, it was
like getting practice to ultimately skate down
the super steep Wilmont Street, the real test
of a good skater. Having survived Wilmont
Street, changing metal wheels for wooden
ones was no big deal when the South Amboy
Roller Rink opened its doors on December
9, 1958. The big problem had been what
to wear, as we had all heard girls needed a
skating skirt, actually just a regular skirt in
those years.
While my friend, Nancy Newcomb, got
a new red and green plaid “skating skirt” to
wear, I got a faded blue cotton, homemade
one…the material looking suspiciously like
the blue cotton in my oldest sister’s gym suit,
no longer needed since she had graduated
from St. Mary’s H.S. in June of that year.
As a matter of fact, the entire skirt looked
just like the skirt from the gym suit, with
just a few changes having been made by my
creative Aunt Margie. Along with the faded
blue homemade “skating skirt,” I had old
black leotards to wear….the effect being that
I looked like a big black and blue bruise...a
godawful looking one. After all of these
years, what I remember most about the first
time I ever went roller skating indoors was
laughing to see a man playing an organ as
he sat in some “niche” behind a glass pane
high up in the wall, and crying when I saw
myself in a mirror wearing the faded blue,
recycled, cotton “skating skirt.”
Epilogue: Admittance to the skating rink
was 50 cents for the afternoon; 75 cents in
the evening; and 25 cents to rent the skates;
the development would finally be constructed
with homes on Pupek Road being sold in
1959; my skating skirt came up missing and
was never seen again.

Two G's Looking To
Raise Two G's.

On Valentine’s Day between the hours
of 4 o'clock to 10 o'clock Tony G. and his
son, Jared, will be guest bartending at South
Stevens Pub. This will be a special night
because all the tips and money raised will
be donated to the local food bank, the St.
Mary's Food Pantry. Last year with the help
of Jason Leehr, hair stylist at Belle Allure, we
were able to raise just over $2000.00 for the
food pantry. We know it will be a challenge
to come close to that figure but we're calling
on our friends and fellow citizens to help us
reach our goal. You can do that in several
different ways. How about coming down to
the pub with your special someone on that
special night or making a donation or asking
your boss if the company wants to contribute.
However you choose to help will be greatly
appreciated. Please call 732 525- 5303 if you
would like any more information.
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On Dec. 19th, the Sacred Heart Seniors held a wonderful Christmas party. Pictured (l-r) Mary Ann
Szczepanik, Pat Wrobel, Father Marian Drozd, Joan Ogorek, Father Stanley Gromadzki, Pastor,
Lorraine Kennedy, Toni Rebak, Alex Dobrinsky, Karen Howarth. (Photo/info by Joe Lotkowictz)

Trinity United Methodist Church
(Article submitted)

This year’s Christmas Bazaar was
clouded with major challenges as we
withstood the construction of the Parkway
Bridge and the closing of Bordentown
Avenue. But as always, our faith brings us
through and our faithful customers waited
on lines patiently to enter the church. In
light of the impact to the bazaar the first
weekend, we opened the following weekend
on Saturday morning and had an awesome
turnout. A special thanks to the Turnpike
Authority for providing a large sign informing
the community of the event. They were
extremely helpful in ensuring we were
successful even though they had a job to
get done.
Additionally, in November we held our
5th annual Auction where over 125 prizes
were auctioned off to the highest bidder.
Lots of great items were won. A special
thanks to vendors that supplied us with gift
certificates and items.
As a result of these two events, Trinity
Church was once again able to provide the
Presbyterian Church Food Bank and the
Sayreville Food Bank with $1000 each to
support their missions. There is always a
great feeling when we all work together as

a community for the greater good!!
Our Day Care Center, Golden Rule
Christian Center, is being led by a new
Director who has brought new energy and
ideas to the table. We continue to see growth
in enrollment and look forward to continuing
to bring new children into the center. Please
feel free to call the church during the day for
any additional information.
The Thrift Shop has been closed and
will reopen on January 31 depending on the
weather. If it’s lower than 35 degrees, we
probably won’t be there. The sheds have
been restocked with all new winter items
so stop by. Donations are always welcome.
During our clean out and restock we were
able to supply coats, blankets and pillows to
the homeless in New Brunswick and NYC,
clothing for underprivileged families in Red
Bank and items to Big Brothers. Our goal is
to use all usable donations!!
The New Year is always a great time to
start over…..if you are thinking of starting
to go to church try our little church in the
woods. It’s family oriented, peaceful, and
diversified with an open seat just for you!!
We are located at 815 Bordentown Avenue.

Gone Fishin’

Sadie Pope Dowdell Library Director Elaine Gaber (r) caught this incredible 80-pound Sailfish
in 180 feet of water in the Florida Keys alongside Davis Reef, Islamorada. It took her 25 minutes
to land the fish with a 30 lb. test line, using a spinning reel and Ballyhoo fish as bait. The Sailfish
totaled 90” overall and after a quick photo it was successfully released unharmed. Elaine said,
“What was particularly amusing was that the crew was playing holiday music, and the fish was
reeled in to the tune of “Frosty The Snowman!” (Photo Submitted)

Art Through Technology
City wide 3D Design Contest

The Dowdell Library of South Amboy
will be holding an innovative art competition
using 3D printing technology. Using the
library’s 3D printer or 3D pens, community
members of all ages may enter the art
competition from January through June
15th. Entries must be entered within one
of the following categories: the waterfront,
pets and a floral theme. Age categories will
range from children through seniors.
Entries will be exhibited at the South
Amboy Arts exhibition hall on Broadway
during July and August. The community will
have the opportunity to vote for the winners

in each category. For more information,
contact the library at comments@dowdell.
org or 732.721.6060.
To learn about free programs, sign up for
the library’s monthly eNewsletter at http://
dowdell.org/newslettersignup.html
The Dowdell Library hours are Monday,
Tuesday, Thursday from 10 am to 8 pm,
Wednesday and Friday from 10 am to 5
pm and Saturdays from 12-4 pm. For more
information, please visit www.dowdell.org,
or contact the Library at 732-721-6060 or
comments@dowdell.org.
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Sacred Heart Youth Band under the direction of Roger and Marlene Johnson spread their Christmas
spirit by singing for the residents of the Venetian Rehabilitation Center. (Photo Submitted)

Mackinac Island Trip

The OLV Senior Group is sponsoring a
trip to Mackinac Island from May 17 – 22,
2017. The cost of the trip is $1000 which
includes lodging including two on the island
at the Island House, 5 breakfasts, Grand
Luncheon at the Grand Hotel, and 2 dinners,
one at Zehnder’s at Frankenmuth. The group
will visit Bronner’s Christmas Wonderland,
Frankenmuth, Henry Ford Museum ad
Greenfield Village and much more. For
further information or to make a reservation
for the trip contact Teri at 732-727-7639.

Trip to Hunterdon
Hills Patriotic Show

The OLV Senior Group is sponsoring an
evening trip to Hunterdon Hills on July 15,
2017 to” The land We Love,” a new patriotic
show. The cost of the show is $125 which
includes the show, a delicious dinner, bus
transportation and bus driver gratuity and
snacks on the return trip. For information
or to reserve a seat please contact Carmen
at 732-254-9425.

Hudson Valley Trip

The OLV Senior Group will sponsor a
trip to the Hudson valley from August 30 – 31
The price of the trip is $385 which includes
tour and lunch at the Culinary Institute,
guided tour of the Vanderbilt Mansion, tour
of West Point and lunch at the Hotel Thayer,
a narrated cruise on the Hudson, and dinner
at a local restaurant the first night and much
more. For further information or to make a
reservation, contact Finita at 732-721-5081

Top 10 Hits Of All
Time-Voted 30
Years Ago

Coach Bingo

Middlesex County Association of Chiefs
of Police is sponsoring 1st coach bingo at St.
Stan’s School gym, 221 MacArthur Ave.,
Sayreville, NJ. The date is February 10,
2017. Doors open at 5:30 with calling to start
at 7 p.m. Feel free to bring your own food
and refreshments. Coffee, tea and dessert
will be provided at no cost. Tickets are $30
per person and all proceeds will be going to
Middlesex county hospitals for the children.
For tickets please call Gina at 732-432-8361.

Sight and Sound
Christmas Show

The OLV Senior Group is sponsoring
a trip on Wednesday, November 8, 2017 to
Sight and Sound’s “Miracle of Christmas.”
The trip price of $150 includes meal at Shady
1987-WCBS FM 101 radio printed a list Maple, the show, bus, transportation, bus
with the New York Top 500 songs, as voted driver gratuity, and taxes and meal gratuity. To
by WCBS FM listeners. The Top 10 and the reserve a seat contact Teri at 732-727-7639.
performers were as follows: 1.In The Still Of
The Night-The Five Satins 2.Earth Angel-The
The OLV Senior Group will be sponsoring
Penguins 3.My Way-Elvis Presley 4.Once
In Awhile-The Chimes 5.Tonite, Tonite-The a trip to NYC to visit the Intrepid Sea, Air, and
Mello Kings 6.Can’t Help Falling In Love- Space Museum on Thursday, September 14,
Elvis Presley 7.Mack The Knife-Bobby Darin 2017. The trip price is $150 which includes:
8.You Belong To Me-The Duprees 9.Since I admission to the Intrepid, dinner at Carmine’s,
Don’t Have You-The Skyliners 10.Jailhouse bus transportation and bus driver gratuity,
and taxes and meal gratuity. For reservations
Rock-Elvis Presley.
contact Teri at 732-727-7639.

Trip to New York City
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#1 Pop Hits Jan. 21

2000-What A Girl Wants-Christina Aguilera
1995-Here Comes The HotstepperIni Kamoze
1983-Down Under-Men At Work
1977-You Make Me Feel Like Dancing
-Leo Sayer
1962-The Twist-Chubby Checker

#1 Country Hits
Jan. 21

2005-Some Beach-Blake Shelton
1990-Nobody’s Home-Clint Black
1983-Going Where The Lonely Go-Merle
Haggard
1972-Carolyn-Merle Haggard
Brian O’Connor School of Music of South Amboy once again performed an outstanding Christmas Rock Show for the Veterans Hospital in Menlo
Park on December 10th. Brian and his All Star Band have been performing a Spring and Christmas concert at the hospital for the past ten years. The 1967-There Goes My Everything-Jack
Greene
band consists of many talented guitar, drums, bass and saxophone players and a number of fine singers. All of which are students of Mr. O’Connor and
sound as professional as they come! The performers are as follows. From left to right Caitlin Autunnale, Wayne Edmundson, George Giovenco, Brian
McCarthy, Mike Autunnale, Sheil Shah, Anthony Pesch, Aayush Mehta, Kyle O’Connell, Brian O’Connor, Lance Kennedy, Gabriel Werts, Abhiram
Godavari, Aaryan Mehta, Nick Zonak, Nick Lesniak, Rich Steele and Brenda Calinawan. (Photo/Info Submitted)

Rumbles From The Rock And Roll Reunion

1967-Talk Talk-The Music Machine;
Wild Thing-Senator Bobby; (We Ain’t Got)
Nothin’ Yet-The Blues Magoos; Music To
Watch Girls By-Bob Crewe Generation;
Mercy, Mercy, Mercy-”Cannonball”
Adderley; Then You Can Tell Me GoodbyeThe Casinos; For What It’s Worth-Buffalo
Springfield; Friday On My Mind-The
Easybeats; Ding Dong! The Witch Is DeadThe Fifth Estate; Come On Down To My
Boat-Every Mother’s Son; A Little Bit Of
Soul-The Music Explosion; Let It Out-The
Hombres; Everlasting Love-Robert Knight;
Pata Pata-Miriam Makeba; Next Plane To
London-Rose Garden.

By Clem Skarzynski

I dedicate this month’s column to the
cherished memory of Rose Housmann…
song writer, music lover and inspirational
friend…Rock on Girl! Well, after a 2
month hiatus the “Famous Open Mic Nite”
returns to the South Amboy Knights Hall
on January 27th beginning at 6:00 pm with
a pasta dinner and open mic start at 8:00 pm
and reappearing will be South Amboy’s Paul
Nagy with “Vernon Road”… Scott Bishop,
Dave Lippencott, Roger Blake, and a new
front man/vocalist, Russ Vecci to round out
this powerhouse classic rock band. And if,
I the writer, is a “good boy”, they’re gonna
let me jam with ‘em too! Hoping “Square
Mile” shows up too. Great new bunch outta
South Amboy. Also, looking forward to
hearing the acoustic boys, Jerry Smith and

Dan Toye and also “Vintage S.A. Rocker”
Tom Burkard along with Sayreville’s Frank
Cilente, so pack up the axe and bring a
friend and rock and roll. “Split Decision”
will host the event. Great news… we gonna
“do it again” on April 8th at the Sayreville
V.F.W. “Benefit the Troops” Classic Rock/
Oldies Dinner Dance…featuring live music
by “Clem and Friends”. Open bar and buffet
dinner from 6:00 to 11:00 p.m. $40.00 per
person. Contact Carmen C. at 732-254-9425
or the V.F.W. Post at 732-254-4789. See the
announcement in this issue. Wishing all
you readers and rockers a New Year filled
with Love, Peace and Happiness and an
overabundance of “loud rock’n’roll music.
Be well…”Shine on Rose”…

The OLV Senior Group is sponsoring a
trip to Pittsburgh/Cleveland from July 10–14,
2017. The price of the trip is $725 which
includes the bus transportation, bus driver
gratuity, lodging, 4 breakfasts and 4 dinners.
Points of interest include: Flight 93 Memorial,

Frank Lloyd Wright’s Fallingwater, tour of
Phipps Conservatory and Botanical Gardens,
rock and Roll Hall of Fame and much more.
For further information or to reserve a seat
please contact Teri at 732-727-7639.

Senior Trip to Pittsburgh/Cleveland

One Hit Wonders
50 Years Ago

Springsteen Tour #1

Former Sayreville resident Walter Cross
Krzyzkowski (r) recently visited his old friend
Sebastian Bach (l), who is famous for his work
with the band Skid Row. Bach was at a book
signing, promoting/selling his new book. (Photo
courtesy of Walter Cross Krzyzkowski)

Bruce Springsteen & The E Street Band
had the top grossing concert tour for 2016
with $268.3 million according to Pollstar.
Following “The Boss” was Beyonce $256.4
million; Coldplay $241 million; Guns N’
Roses $188.4 million; Adele $167.7 million;
Justin Bieber $163.3 million; Paul McCartney
$110.6 million; Garth Brooks $97 million;
The Rolling Stones $90.9 million; Celine
Dion $85.5 million.
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Our Lady of Victories School third grade posing in front of Sayreville fire truck during fire safety
day. (Photo Submitted)

St. Stan's kindergarten students add hand gestures during the singing of O’ Christmas Tree at the
school's Christmas Performance. (Photo Submitted)

South Amboy-Sayreville Times January 21, 2017 13

Mater Dei Prep is an independent, faith-based college preparatory high school that fosters individuality
and growth within an intimate and inclusive community. Our family is your family. {Photo Submitted}

Last October, Isabella Vitale, a kindergarten student at St. Ambrose in Old Bridge wanted to help less
fortunate children “Get a surprise wish come true,” and took it upon herself to set up a Lemonade
Stand in the driveway of her home to raise funds, which she donated to “Make-A-Wish Foundation.
(Photo Submitted)
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School Sports
(As of Jan. 15)
By Tom Burkard

Boys Basketball
Sayreville (8-3) The talented Bombers are
led by Ryan O’Leary, Jahsim Floyd, Xavier
Townes, and Hendersen Manutes.
South Amboy (3-5) Kyle Gasiewski is the
Guvs top scorer, and gets help from Alan
Kazar, Bobby Nebus, and Justin Lewis.

Ryan O’Leary
Charlie Koerner
Sayreville War Memorial HS senior basketball standout, Ryan O’Leary (l) has had an outstanding
scholastic career, in which he scored his 1,000th point as a junior, and had plenty of other big moments
on the court, far too many to mention. After leading South Amboy HS as a soph with 480 points, 18.5
avg., he transferred to Coach John Wojcik’s Sayreville program last year, and was a huge contributor,
averaging around 20 points per game, to lead the Bombers.
Ryan’s grandfather, Charlie Koerner (r) was the top basketball player and scorer at Hoffman HS from
1949-51, racking up 919 points in his schoolboy career. Over that time he led the Purple & Gold to
a fine (42-22) record. At graduation time in ‘51, he was the Governors’ All-Time leading scorer. In
1950, he was #5 in the county with 325 points, and in 1951 was #3 in the county with 360 points, and
#2 in the Shore Conference. For his fine efforts, he was 1st Team All-Shore Conference, 2nd Team
All-County in both the New Brunswick Home News, and The Perth Amboy Evening News, and 2nd
Team All-State in the Star Ledger. (Photos submitted)

DeMild Player
Of The Year

Sayreville’s standout quarterback Jayson
DeMild was selected as the Home News
Tribune Offensive Player of the Year for
his amazing season. DeMild was the top
passer in the GMC, and one of the finest
in the state, completing 125 of 227 passes,
totaling 2,117 yards, 24 touchdown passes,
and only 7 interceptions, netting him a 113.1
quarterback rating. He also brought a strong
rushing game to the Bombers offense by
getting 450 yards on 75 attempts, and 7 TD’s
for the championship club.
Jayson turned in a brilliant performance
in the sectional semifinal contest against the
powerful top-seeded and defending champion
Middletown South, passing for a career
best 350 yards and 4 touchdowns to shock
the South, while snapping their 17-game
winning streak.

Alumni Game-Feb 4

South Amboy HS will hold an alumni
basketball game on Feb. 4th at 4 p.m. at South
Amboy High School. Many of the school’s
former 1,000 point scorers and players
from the mid-late 1990’s and 2000’s will be
playing. Cost of admission, which includes
admission to the varsity game afterwards at
5:30 p.m. is $5. Proceeds will go towards
the South Amboy boys basketball program.

Beagan Coach
Of The Year

Chris Beagan a 1990 graduate of
Sayreville War Memorial HS, was a talented
wrestler for the Bombers, and went on to
teach health and physical education at his
alma mater. Chris started his coaching career
as an assistant coach on the 1997 squad that
brought Sayreville its first sectional title. He
was hired to coach football at Monroe, and
in his first year at the helm in 2008, took the
team to the GMC White Division title. In
‘09, he guided Monroe to its first sectional
championship.
Coach Beagan took over the reins of
the Sayreville Bombers football team in
2015, trying to rebuild its football machine,
which had won 3 straight championships
from 2010-2012. The Blue & Gray showed
lots of potential that first year, and this year
pulled it all together, defeating very strong
teams, and marching to the North 2 Group IV
championship. Beagan’s positive approach,
strong work ethics, and good example for
the Bombers, helped lead them back to the
top of the mountain in area football, and
they finished with a stellar (10-2) record.
Congratulations Coach Beagan and the
Sayreville Bombers!

Bombers Take
3rd Place

Team Leaders
Sayreville (10-1)
Points-Isi Enahoro 126 Ryane Bush 123
Scoring Avg.-Enahoro 14.0 Bush 13.7
Rebounds-Enahoro 54 Jasmine Van Note
49 Morenike Akinrefon 32
Assists-Patrice Harding 17 Enahoro 14
Steals-Enahoro 71 Harding 30 Katie Esposito
Team Leaders:
22
Sayreville (8-3)
South Amboy
Points-Ryan O’Leary 166 Jahsim Floyd 122 Points-Kelsey Kuhn 135 Alissa Bikowski
Xavier Townes 120
117
Scoring Avg.-O’Leary 16.6 Floyd 12.2 Scoring Avg. Kuhn 13.5 Bikowski 11.7
Townes 12.0.
Shannon Tran 113 Julie Oliveri 62 Erica
Rebounds-Floyd 44 Townes 25
Policastro 44
Assists-Townes 23
Steals-O’Leary 12 Townes 10
Boys Bowling
Blocked Shots-Floyd 12 O’Leary 5
Sayreville (8-2) New coach Joe Slazik is
South Amboy (3-5)
doing a fine job since replacing legendary
Points-Kyle Gasiewski 114 Alan Kazar 77 coach Mike Weinert, who retired after an
Rebounds-Kazar 38 Bobby Nebus 25
amazing run. Chris DeCampo leads the way
Assists-Justin Lewis 9
with a 215 avg., and is followed by Eddie
Peterson 190, and Dheera Rajeevan 188.
Girls Basketball
Other contributors include Peter Lawrence,
Sayreville (10-1) Isi Enahoro leads a strong Jonathan Tabarro, Thomas Suchcicki, Dylan
team in scoring, rebounding, and steals. The Gilligan, Joseph Yannuzzi, Nolan Aucone,
talented club, coached by Janet Ust-Cook, is and Dylan Rodrigues.
ranked #1 in Home News Tribune in the area, Girls Bowling (1-9) Coach Slazik’s Bombers
and gets plenty of support from Morenike are having a tough time in a rebuilding year.
Akinrefon, Ryane Brush, Patrice Harding, Top bowlers are Melissa Yataco and Katie
Jasmine Van Note, and Katie Esposito.
Vince, who average in the 150 range, also
South Amboy (8-3)Undefeated in the Gold Brieyanna Carrow, Jessica Loglisei, Sharise
Division (7-0), the Lady Guvs rely on Kelsey Shaw, Idaysa Dickerson, Sam Szymanski.
Kuhn, who is the big scorer for this talented Wrestling
club, while Alissa Bikowski also scores in Sayreville (3-5)
double figures.

Leprechauns Win
Cheerleading Title At
Disney World

The Sayreville Leprechauns Junior
Varsity cheerleading team captured a national
championship, and brought home the first
place trophy, after performing a near-flawless
routine.
The team was under the guidance of
head coach Krystle Park, cheer directorSonya Pearson, and coaches Karen Sissick
Levenson and Kaitlyn Stefaniuk, and junior
coaches Nicole Leonard and Rosie Holzapfel.
The cheerleaders are Cameran Kasperan,
Madison Miller, Morgan Brennan, Kaitlyn
Fritz, Alison McLaughlin, Amanda Mozden,
Jayde Gildea, Sara Arter, Caroline Koniarska,
Dorian Kaiser, Zarah Williams, Jamie
McIntosh, Justine Denby, Emily Jurkiewicz,
Haley Redding, Christa Winkler, Jessica
Redding.
It was a long road to the finals, but the
hard work and dedication really paid off for
the Leprechauns. Congratulations to the
champions and coaching staff on a job very
well done!

The Sayreville girls basketball team
destroyed Donovan Catholic, 81-45 to win
the consolation game in the WOBM Classic
at Toms River. Isi Enahoro scored 14 points,
Sayreville blasted Bishop Ahr, 51-32 had 7 rebounds and 8 steals to lead the way,
in girls basketball action, which saw the as 6 Bombers hit for double figures. Katie
Bombers gain sole-possession of first place Esposito and Morenike Akinrefon split 26
in the White Division. After a slow start, points evenly. Jasmine Van Note scored
in which our locals trailed 10-7 after one 11 points and ripped 10 rebounds, Patrice
Sayreville’s North 2 Group IV
quarter, the talented team went to work and Harding tossed in 12 points, had 7 rebounds, championship football team placed 4
took a 28-20 lead at the half. Isi Enahoro led and 4 assists, and Ryane Bush scored 10 outstanding players on the Home News
the Blue & Gray with 14 points and 8 steals. points.
Tribune’s All-Area 1st team including
quarterback Jayson DeMild, offensive
lineman Michael Porcaro, tight end Jahsim
Floyd, and Michael Germann.
DeMild completed 125 of 227 passes for
2,117 yards, 24 touchdowns and had a 113.1
quarterback rating. In the rushing department,
he ran 75 times for 450 yards and 7 TD’s.
Porcaro excelled on the front line for
the offense, which was one of the best in
the conference, racking up 4,516 yards from
scrimmage.
Floyd hauled in 24 passes for 553 yards
and 10 touchdowns, while averaging 23 yards
per reception. He also excelled on defense
chalking up 7 sacks, which was the highest
on the squad, and also had an interception.
Germann, the Bombers talented
Varsity Basketball players (l-r) Sean Kudelka, Bishop Ahr, Ryan O’Leary, Sayreville War Memorial linebacker topped the Blue & Gray with
and Alissa Bikowski, South Amboy are shown on the air at radio station WCTC 1450 AM. They
56 tackles, of which 15 were for a loss of
were WCTC’s Bert Baron’s guests and were there to promote the Charity Basketball Games that
yardage, and also added one sack.
took place on Dec. 17th. (Photo courtesy of Jack O’Leary)

Sayreville Tops
Bishop Ahr

Four Bombers Picked
For All-Area

College Notebook
(As of Jan. 10)

Matt Zebrowski (CBA) of Sayreville
is once again doing a fine job for the Seton
Hall University men’s swim team. In a meet
against Monmouth University, he won 1st
place in the 100-fly in 53:00, and also captured
the 200-Medley Relay in 1:36.54 along
with Suslovich, Yanchulis, and Grubert...
Steve Herdman (South Amboy) leads FDUFlorham (4-8) in free throw percentage with
a fine .857, and also averages 8.8 points
per game, 4.5 rebounds, and 2.5 assists...
Elizabeth Kaczmarek (Sayreville) won first
place in the Individual Medley for Iona
(3-6), but her team fell to Seton Hall U.,
152.5-98.5...Alyssa McDonough (Sayreville)
is third in scoring 13.8, and #2 in rebounds
for FDU-Florham (11-2)...Jackie Rodriguez
(Sayreville) has only played in 7 games for
William Paterson U. (8-6), but scores 8.1
point per game and averages 2 rebounds...
Jehyve Floyd (Sayreville) averages only
10.6 minutes per game with a 2.1 scoring
average, and 1.5 rebounds...Sean Rappleyea
(St. Joseph’s) from Sayreville has 1 assist
and 4 blocks for the University of Alabama
Huntsville (7-15-2) hockey team. Sean has
seen action in 9 games for the NCAA Division
1 school...Coach Jen Kuziemski Palmateer
(Hoffman) has her Monmouth U. (7-7)
women’s basketball team always improving...
Coach Anthony Bozzella (Former coach at
St. Mary’s HS) is in his third year at the helm
for Seton Hall University (8-7) women’s
basketball team.

Sayreville Falls To
Mater Dei Prep
In Final

Sayreville boys basketball squad gave it a
good battle, but bowed to a strong Mater Dei
Prep, 55-40 in the championship game of the
Albert E. Martin “Buc” Classic at Red Bank
Regional HS. Coach John Wojcik’s charges
trailed by 9, but fought valiantly, cutting the
lead to 4, but Mater Dei Prep came back to
sew up the victory.
Ryan O’Leary topped the locals with
12 points and Henderson Manutes chipped
in with 7.
To advance to the final, the Bombers
slugged St. John Vianney, 54-35 in the first
round, and squeezed by Middletown North
65-64 in the semis, as O’Leary once again
paced the attack with 22 points with five
3-point field goals, while teammate Xavier
Townes tossed in 11 points.
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The Local Sports Memory Machine
By Tom Burkard

From The Sports Archives

Glory Days In Local
Sports

89 Years Ago

1928-Hightstown boys basketball team
nipped South Amboy, 24-23 to capture the
Class B Division state championship. Our
locals were led by Kurtz with 13 points,
Dobrzynski 6, and Morris 4 points. Also
seeing action was Hourahan and Lawrence.
South Amboy advanced to the title game
by blasting Bordentown, 30-25. Morris was
top scorer with 12 points, Dobrzynski 8,
Hourahan 7, Kurtz 2, Lawrence 1. Peterson
also saw limited action.
No first names were available, but it is
believed that Kurtz was William “Bill” Kurtz,
who once filled in as Governor for the State
of New Jersey. Dobrzynski was probably
Eugene “Jimmy” Dobrzynski, former South
Amboy Superintendent of Schools, and
outstanding athletic coach. Morris was most
likely Ansel, a talented athlete back in the
“Roaring Twenties.”
If anyone can help us out with other first
names or info, please let us know.

1969-Hoffman boys basketball team
crushed Croydon Hall, 91-61, as Larry
Kurzawa led the way with 22 points. Other
teammates in double figures were Jim
Croddick 19, Ron Croddick 12, and Jim
Pavlonnis 11 points. 1977-The Governors
defeated Monroe, 68-60 in hoops action. Bob
Clayton paced the attack with 26 points, Frank
Kuziemski hit for 20 and Tom Lakomski
12. 1984-Sayreville girls basketball team
walloped Woodbridge, 76-42 as Kate Briody
poured in a career-high of 31 points. Caryn
Lukie scored 16 points, had 9 assists, and 9
steals, while Terry Lockwood contributed
10 points. 1999-Sayreville blasted Bishop
Ahr, 41-13 in football action. Yazid Jackson
scored 5 touchdowns on runs of 2, 4, 9, 30
yards and also had a 16-yd. TD reception on
a pass from Brandon Hoyte. March Hughes
raced 63-yards for another touchdown. St. Mary’s First High School C.Y.O. Team
2003-Cardinal McCarrick girls basketball
1961-62-St. Mary’s suited up its first
1992-1993-St. Mary’s varsity basketball team finished (11-13) under Coach Mark Bratus. Pictured team plastered Mother Seton, 53-25. Erin
high school C.Y.O. basketball team under
top row (l-r) Ian Thomas, Tom McCreary, Matt Cannon, Ross Hull, Larry Kovacs, Chris Chodkiewicz. Kilduff and Meghan Langan led the way
Coach Jim “Red” O’Connell. The talented
Bottom row (l-r) John Kugel, Bryan DeYoung, Matt Crocco, Ben Zmigrodski, Pat Vattelana. Matt with 13 and 11 points respectively.
roster featured Bob Monaghan, Tom Ryan,
Cannon was the leading scorer for the year.
George Keenan, Rick Ferguson, Bill Henry,
Bob Cavanaugh, George Stramback, John
Skarzynski, Brian Flanagan, Jim Edgecomb,
90 Years Ago
60 Years Ago
Ed Mullane, Ed Good, John Banfield.
1927-In Game 1 of what was called the
1957-The Eagles blasted the Governors,
“City Scholastic Basketball Series” way back 54-33, behind John Phillips, and John Graber,
then, St. Mary’s downed South Amboy HS who notched 12 points apiece. Hoffman’s
January, 1967-In Game 1 of the City
(Would you believe?) by a score of 18-6 at Paul Poetsch took game scoring honors with
Series, Hoffman powdered St. Mary’s, 77-62.
the John Street Court. Frank Farrell of the 15 points.
The Eagles held a 1-point lead after the first
Saints played only 4 minutes in the first half, 30 Years Ago
quarter, but the Purple & Gold caught fire
but was the game’s high scorer with 7 points.
1987-In Game 1 of the girls basketball
in the second stanza, outscoring the Saints,
All of the South Amboy points were made City Series, the powerful Lady Guvs of
21-10. The fired-up Guvs came back from
from the free throw line.
Hoffman (7-0), proved to be way too much
intermission, and put more points on the
70 Years Ago
for St. Mary’s (7-1), running away with a
board in the third than the Eagles, 23-17, to
1947-St. Mary’s (5-1) defeated Hoffman 76-32 romp over its crosstown rival. The
take a commanding 16-point lead after Edwin
(4-6) as Bill Kennedy topped the scoring Purple & Gold was paced by Tricia Popowski
Witkowski hit 8 straight points. Coach Ray
with 19 points, followed by Johnny O’Brien 22 points, Jenny Kuziemski 15, Lynn Ust 12
“Butch” Tomaszewski’s charges were led by
14. SM jumped out to a 19-11 lead after one points and 9 rebounds, and Krissy Kuziemski
Curt Wood with 23 points, Billy Clayton 19,
quarter, increased it to 27-17 at halftime, and with 11 points. Lisa Smith racked up 7
and Bob Keegan 12. Dennis Bratus paced
42-30 after three. Frank “Box” Zebro topped steals out of the 20 Coach Reggie Carney’s
the Blue & Gold with 18, and was followed
the Guvs with 17 points.
contingent chalked up. Jenine Barella led
by Rick Ragula 16, and Tom “Red” Kelly
Boxscore:
the Saints with 9 points. Hoffman who was
12 points.
St. Mary’s 48
ranked #1 in The Home News won its 45th
The Boxscore:
Kennedy 19 J. O’Brien 14 Eddie O’Brien consecutive game.
1976-St. Mary’s famous mascot, “Ollie The
Eagle” is pictured with a cheerleader during a
Hoffman 77
5 Ray Stockton 4 Tabasko 4 Farley 2. Also Boxscore
basketball game. “Ollie” originated back around
Wood 23 Clayton 19 Bob Keegan 12 Greg
seeing limited action was Jack McKeon, Jerry Hoffman 76
Kelly, and Kilcomons.
Popowski 22 J. Kuziemski 15 Ust 12 K. 1966 or ‘67, and it is believed that Harry White Havlusch 9 Witkowski 8 Bob Rock 4 Bill
was the first to portray him. Does anyone know
Hoffman 39
Kuziemski 11 Smith 6 Chris Noble 6 Mary any other people who were cast in the role of Keegan 2 Leo Dohan 0.
St. Mary’s 62
Zebro 17 Stan Kowaleski 7 Domzal 6 Anne Lewis 2 Maryann Stephanick 2.
“Ollie” through the years? Please let us know.
Bratus 18 Ragula 16 Kelly 12 Jack Gelsinon
Wisniewski 5 Hasslacher 2 Render 2. Others St. Mary’s 32
5 Mike Krotosek 4 Tom MacKay 4 John
who played: Jim Burkard, LaRue, Carbone,
Barella 9 June O’Leary 8 Michelle
Rucki 3.
Wray, Olenczak.
Mancuso 7 Jennifer Julg 6 Kim Harkins 2.
Year-1993
Sport-Boys Basketball
The late and beloved South Amboy
Alicia Wahler was the starting center on Teams-Sayreville (4-3) vs. East Brunswick
Lange Scores 1,000th Point
resident Joe McCarthy, who was a legendary the Hoffman Lady Governors girls basketball (2-5)
1972-Hoffman’s “Golden Boy” Gary
Recap-Junior guard Chris Sola fired Lange became the third Governor basketball
local umpire and also renowned Babe Ruth state championship basketball team in 1985.
League baseball coach, played high school Did you know that her father Ken Wahler was in a school-record, and GMC tying 7 three player in history to score 1,000 points, when
baseball for Perth Amboy Vocational School, also the starting center on the 1963 Hoffman pointers to lead the Bombers to a 66-58 he swished a beautiful jumper with 1:10 left in
victory over their Red Division rival Bears. the third quarter, as Coach Ray Tomaszewski’s
(now known as Perth Amboy Tech).
Guvs boys basketball state champs?
Sola, who scored 24 points tied the mark, Purple & Gold breezed by Montgomery, 84which had been reached twice before. Paul 70. Lange took game scoring laurels with 21
Thompson took game scoring laurels by points, and was followed by Ron Croddick
burning the nets for 25 points for Sayreville. 18, Bob “Ozzie” Levins 18, Doug Buckalew
Co-Players-Of-The-Game-Chris Sola 16 and Jim Keegan 12.
and Paul Thompson.

55 Years Ago

City Series Moments Of Glory

50 Years Ago

T.H.E. Game

Did You Know?

Champions

45 Years Ago

The Cheerleaders

Back In Those
College Days

Chris Beagan (Sayreville) was an
All-American wrestler at Montclair State
University; Kim Peterson (South Amboy)
starred in soccer and basketball at Georgian
Court College.

Your Tax Refund

Wouldn't you like to maximize your
tax refund? Glenn Bartram of Accredited
Tax and Financial Services LLC will walk
you through the process of filing the federal
tax refund at Sayreville Public Library on
Monday, January 30 from 6:00 to 8:00PM.
Even if you think you know what you are
doing, you may be missing new deductions
that could save you money.
Please note that this is a group
presentation. Glenn will not provide any
1995-96 St. Mary’s varsity cheerleaders were top row (l-r) Jessica Wescott, Lisa Borrello, Julie Gallagher. attendees one-on-one assistance. For more
Middle row (l-r) Kristy Standowski, Lauren McGowan, Caryn Neuvirth, Dawn Kronowski. Bottom information or to register, call Jennifer at
row (l-r) Kelly Horan, Alyssa Vona, Jessica Jarvis. Not pictured: Elizabeth Novak and Laura Florek. 732-727-0212 ext. 25 or register online at
Everyone had a lot to cheer for, as the team finished (13-12) under rookie Coach Joe Lewis.
www.sayrevillelibrary.org/!

25 Years Ago

1992-Former South Amboy resident Bill
Bulman was selected girls basketball Coach
of the Year by The News Tribune after leading
his St. John Vianney club to a standout (293) mark. His 4-year won-lost record at the
time was (119-8)! Bill is a ‘66 graduate of
St. Mary’s, where he was a talented second
baseman for the Eagles.

10 Years Ago

2007-In a 1st round GMCT boys bowling
battle, Cardinal McCarrick topped South
Amboy, 2-0. Matt Jones had the highest
2-game score with a 416, and also the best
game (236). He was followed by fellow
Blue & Gold teammates Matt Misiewicz
407, Brian Hentz 355, Eric Leonhardt 332,
Ricky Whalen 311. The Guvs were paced by
Eric Oppenheimer who notched a 383. Kyle
Ravaioli had SA’s highest game with a (204).
Following Oppenheimer were Dylan Strauss
366, Joe Bongiorno 365, Ravaioli 354, Colin
Januzzi 350, Fenla 202.
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Nordling Had
Outstanding
Career At George
Washington
University

The South Amboy All Stars 1950
By John Flip Phillips

On a dreary, wet and cold day in late
November 2016, I drove up from my home
in Little Egg Harbor for a luncheon meeting
with the three starting outfielders from the
1950 team: Jerry Connors, George Spiecker
and Billy Bouchard. Once we recognized
By Tom Burkard
each other and the “it’s been a long time”
Mary K. Nordling, a 1988 Sayreville
were done, they started talking and I sat
War Memorial HS graduate, and talented
back, took notes and listened. You could
athlete, went on to an illustrious collegiate
tell by the smiles and laughs that memories
career at Division 1 school, George
of things that happened sixty-six years ago,
Washington University (GWU). As a
were still fresh. And the more they talked
freshman in 1988-89, she saw very limited
the more they remembered. Billy said that
action in 12 games, and as a soph, started
getting to travel and participate in the AAABA
only 10 of 27 contests, but managed to
tournament was one of the highlights of his
average 8.3 points per game.
life. 1950 was a lot different than what the
Nordling cracked the starting lineup
1948 team experienced. There was no police
in her junior year, helping the team to a
escort to the city limits, no bus to the Newark
fine (23-7) mark, the most successful in
train station, and no relaxing train ride to
the school’s history, and its first trip to
Johnstown, Pennsylvania. They went by car,
the NCAA Tournament. She had quite a Mary K. Nordling is pictured shooting over an
a long two hundred and ninety- two- mile
season, scoring 444 points, 14.8 avg.,set opponent’s outstretched hands. Mary K. starred
journey. (I looked the distance up, and I bet
a record for most blocks in a season with at George Washington University following her
it was an interesting car ride with four or five
97 (3.23), which ranked #6 in the nation, standout career at Sayreville War Memorial
young guys per car) George remembered that
HS. (Photo courtesy of George Washington
and also led the team with a .536 field goal University Athletics Communications)
it was the first time he was ever on a toll road,
pct., and 7 rebounds per game.
the Pennsylvania Turnpike. The New Jersey
For her superb leadership qualities, in 30 games for a 15.1 avg., and 106
Turnpike, and The Garden State Parkway
Mary K. was selected as one of GW’s tri- blocked shots to eclipse her record of 97
were still a few years away. They stayed in
captains for her senior season in 1991-92. from the previous year. She was selected
the same crowded, no air conditioning hotel
The Colonials once again had a 20- to the Atlantic 10 Academic All-Conference
as in 1948. The AAABA provided two meals
win season finishing (20-11), and captured team, and also was honored with the Abbie
a day ( breakfast, lunch or dinner depending
the Atlantic 10 championship in a 62-57 Oliver Smith Award for Academic and
on your game schedule) and $3 a day for
thriller over Rutgers U., as Nordling tossed Athletic Excellence.
between game “snacks”. You might ask: why
The statistics from her outstanding
in 10 points. In a previous meeting against
not a send-off like the one in 1948? Well, the
Rutgers, she led her team to a 61-49 triumph career are as follows: Games-99,
town’s attention was focused on something
by scoring a game-high 20 points, shooting Points-1,130, Scoring Avg.-11.4.
else in the summer of 1950. If you lived in
Several of the records she set still
7-for-11 from the floor, 6-for-10 on the foul
town then, I am sure you will remember what
line, grabbing 10 rebounds, 6 blocked shots, exist today including Best Field Goal
happened: The ground shook, then there
and 3 steals. GWU dropped a heartbreaking Pct. (Career)- .544; Best Field Goal
was a very, very loud “BOOM”, and if you
61-60 battle to West Virginia, despite 28 Pct. (Season)-.588; Most Blocked Shots
looked towards the old coal docks you saw
points and 12 rebounds from Mary K., who (Season)-106; Most Blocked Shots
a very, very large orange ball rise to the sky.
also scored her 1,000th point on a basket (Game)-10 vs. Iona in 1992.
Yes, it was the May 19th Explosion. Since
In George Washington University’s
with 2:32 left in the game. In the first round
I was a twelve year- old “Bowery Urchin” I
of the NCAA tournament, GWU nipped a All-Time rankings for women’s basketball,
had a front row seat.
strong Vermont U. team, 70-69, behind a Mary K. Nordling is #3 in blocked shots
However, is spite of our problems
super effort by Mary K., who connected on with 264, #15 in rebounds with 555, and
baseball continued to be played. And the
10 of 11 field goal attempts in the second #20 in total points with 1,130.
Hoffman and Saint Mary’s alumni from the
It was an amazing and outstanding
half to finish with 26 points.
1948 team formed another South Amboy All
Nordling finished her career at George career for a fine lady who played her
Star team. Once again, they were coached
Washington University in fine fashion, high school ball locally at Sayreville War
by Richie and Bill “Smokey” Ryan. After
turning in her best season with 452 points Memorial High School.
winning the Middlesex County Freeholder
tournament they were invited to go to the
AAABA (All American Amateur Baseball
Association) tournament in Johnstown,
Pa. So off they went for an exciting and
enjoyable experience, one which they always
remembered.
The Team
South Amboy: Jerry Connors, George
Spiecker, John Skarzynski, Tony Lopez,
Ed South, John Kovaleski, Joe Claffy, Bob
Kenny, Billy Bouchard and Joe Smith.
*Sayreville: Charlie Kolakowski and Stan
Bonczek. *South River: Bill Poignonnec
and *Perth Amboy: Kenny Clebek. *The
players from Sayreville, South River and
Perth Amboy were added to strengthen the
team as a few guys from the 1948 team were
no longer available.
Game 1W: The All Stars got off to a
fast start by beating a team from Binghamton,
New York by a score of 16 to 3. The had
Legendary Outfield-Pictured at a get together at Sciortino’s in South Amboy is (l-r) George Spiecker, a total of nineteen hits: John “Skeets”
Jerry Connors, and Bill Bouchard. They were key players patrolling the outfield for the super South Skarzynski went 4 for 5, Bill Poignonnec
Amboy baseball team that went to the AAABA National Tournament in 1950. (Photo by Tom Burkard) and Johnny “Poncho” Kovaleski went 3 for
5. Billy Bouchard, George Spiecker and
Jerry Connors chipped in with 2 hits each.
The winning pitcher was the Sayreville “ace”
Charlie Kolakowski, who pitched eight strong

The Friends of the Sayreville Library were awarded a "Certificate of Appreciation" for their years of
support of the Sayreville Library at the 37th Annual Libraries of Middlesex Awards Reception on
December 6 2016 at the Pines Manor. Seated left to right; Jo Ciccarone, Barbara Sebok, Elaine Kubacz,
Andree Cowan; standing left to right; Susan Kaplan, Library Director, Ann Pulnick, Trustee, Kathy
Antonitis, Sue Paul, Jeanne McLarney, Carol Conroy.. (Photo/Info Submitted)

innings striking out 7. Tony Lopez pitched
a scoreless ninth. The game was close until
the sixth inning when South Amboy scored
4 runs to take a 5 to 1 lead. After that it was
a “laugher”.
Game 2W: This was a close game
against a team from Pittsfield, Massachusetts.
The All Stars won 5-2. George Spiecker
and Joe Smith both went 2 for 4, and one of
George’s hits was a two- run home run in
the eighth inning that put a close game out
of reach. The winning pitcher was Kenny
Clebek from Saint Mary’s, Perth Amboy
who pitched a complete game.
Game 3W: On a hot August Thursday
afternoon the All Stars went up against a team
from Harrisburg, Pennsylvania. The game
was tied until the All Stars pushed across 3
runs in the eighth inning to win 5-2. The
“smooth” shortstop from Sayreville Stan
Bonczek and Johnny “Skeets” Skarzynski
both went 2 for 4. Tony Lopez was the
winning pitcher going the distance while
striking out 9. In the eighth inning Tony
and John “Poncho” Kovaleski lead off with
singles, then Stan Bonczek doubled to score
Tony and the rally was underway.
Then the rains came: The team was
scheduled to play Baltimore at 9PM (Yes,
9PM) on a Friday that rained on and off all day,
and one afternoon game was even cancelled
in the fourth inning. But, the tournament
officials wanted to try and get this game in
to move the schedule along. At this point in
the tournament South Amboy and Baltimore
were the only undefeated teams with 3-0
records. So, out they went, but the rains
came and the game was cancelled in the first
inning. Jerry, George and Billy all agreed that
the team was very disappointed because they
were facing a lefty pitcher, and since the All
Stars were all right handed hitters they could
not wait to get in the batter’s box.
Now what? Well, they were scheduled
to play a doubleheader the next day. The
left hander they were going to face the night
before did not pitch, they faced Baltimore’s
ace right hander and lost 7 to 0. Then in a
must win game a couple of hours later they
played Brooklyn the eventual tournament
winner and lost 7 to 3. The loss eliminated
them from the tournament. This ended what
looked to be a promising chance to reach the
finals the day before. The tournament MVP
was on the Brooklyn team. His name was
Frank Torre (Joe’s older brother) who had a
good major league career, and played for the
1957 World Champion Milwaukee Braves.
Now they took the long 292- mile drive back
to South Amboy. There were no crowds to
greet them as in 1948. The town was still in
recovery mode from the shock of the May
19th Explosion. But once again they did the
town proud by finishing 5th out of 16 teams
in the tournament. Many of these young guys
went on to play or had the opportunity to play
professional or college baseball. They went
into the military and served with honor. They
married, worked and raised families. And, I
am sure they always remembered that week
in August 1950, and considered it one of the
highlights of their early years.
My thanks to George, Jerry and Billy
for helping me put this story together. And,
a special thanks to Tommy Burkard for
hosting the luncheon, and for inviting my
old “Bowery” music friend Joe Lotkowictz
to take pictures.
Next month the 1951 team’s story.
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Letters

.

More 25th Anniversary Congratulations
We h a v e r e c e i v e d c o u n t l e s s
congratulatory wishes and letters from
our wonderful readers, and the following
were received a bit late, coming from the
outstanding sisters from Mount St. Mary’s.
The SA Times is proud to serve our local
communities of South Amboy and Sayreville,
and hope to do so for a long time. We thank
you from the bottom of our hearts for thinking
of us on our 25th Anniversary.
Dear Tom,
God bless you for the joy you so gladly
share. Congratulations on your 25 years of
a local masterpiece, The SA Times!
From The Mount Sisters
Dear Tom,
You have labored well in the Lord’s
vineyard. Thank you for remembering glory
days, and for mourning the loss of loved
ones, you have been a minister of peace and
unity to all God’s children. I know God will
continue to bless you. Love and Prayers,
Sister Mary Gomolka
Dear Tom,
Thank you for all your work on “our little
paper.” God Bless, Old South Amboy Girl,
Sister Irene Nebus
Dear Tom,
Happy 25th! God Bless you for the next
25 years. God Love You,
Sister M. Louiseann
Dear Tom,
Congratulations on 25 years of such
wonderful service to the South Amboy and
Sayreville communities! God Bless You,
Sister M. Amadeo
Dear Tom,
Congratulations to you on your 25th!
The paper is better than the New York Times
because we know the people involved. Keep
Up The Good Work,
Sister Marlene Fritz
Dear Tom,
Many thanks for your great work. I so
look forward to the newspaper. God Bless
You Always,
Sister Joan Gavron, SMHS ‘49
Thank You
Again, we at the Sayreville Care &
Share Food Bank want to thank those
who have donated to us during the last 2
months. We help over 70 families who are
in need of assistance and live in town. Their
Thanksgiving and Christmas was a little
happier because of the efforts of friends and
organizations who worked hard.
The list is long and includes: Sayreville
Public Schools, Ladies Auxiliary Post 211
of the American Legion, the Amboy Bank,
Trinity United Methodist Church, the United
Church Women of Trinity, the Rotary Club
of Old Bridge/Sayreville, Cub Scout Pack
97, Sayreville United Methodist Church,
Sayreville Recreation Dept., Project Before
of Sayreville, Boy Scout Troop 97, SADD,
FBLA, Student Council, Leo Club, Camelot
of LaMer, High Roads School, and many
private donors. We couldn’t do it without you!
Sincerely, Sue Paul, Carole, Cathy,
Debbie, Diane, Gerilyn, Lynn, Terry, and Sue.
Hi There,
This month’s picture is of Jon Bon Jovi’s
boyhood family home on Robinhood Drive
in Parlin. I remember MTV having a contest
and “raffled” it off as the sweepstakes prize
in 1989! Happy New Year! Thanks for a
wonderful year of monthly issues of the
SA-Sayreville Times!
Lisa Grankowski, Sayreville
Dear SA Times,
Thank you for another year of publishing
your newspaper as well as posting all of those
challenging WWW.? photos. I wish a very
Merry Christmas to all of you at the SA Times!
Don Zrebiec
Formerly of South Amboy
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WWW.?

Does this building look familiar to you? It is located in either Sayreville and South Amboy, and was the
former headquarters for a local business. Send your answers to: satimes@aol.com. (Photo submitted)

December Winners

Debbie Carling, Estelle Pluskota, Marie
English, Dennis Quinlan, Dane Colburn , W.
Tom Kross, Peter Mcintyre, Peter Elacqua,
Gerry Sherry, Joan Harkins, Jay Seyglinski,
Chuck Pickard, Joseph Myers, Jack & Keith
Piskorski & Lorraine Kraus, Jim Malkiewicz,
Joan Gorczyca, Joan Fulham, Gary Feret,
Elizabeth Leveille, Pat & Bill Scully, Mary
Agnes Morris, Lisa Grankowski, Scott Miller,
Walter Starzec Jr., Adele O’Hara, Charlotte
Sadowski, Joe Prusik, Scott V. Farina, Ed
Bender.

December WWW.?
The boyhood home of Jon Bon Jovi.

Mystery Photo Contest Crowns
10 Champions

You can say they’re like detectives or
investigators, but the truth is, they love a
challenge, to find out what and where the
picture is, which we present each month in
our WWW.? Mystery Photo contest. These
loyal and dedicated SA Times readers have
lots of fun trying to come up with the correct
answer, and this year, an unbelievable record
10 people identified all 12 monthly photos
correctly!
The multi-champions include W. Tom
Kross, who won for the sixth time (All-Time
Leader) in the 9-year history of the contest;
the talented team of Pat & Bill Scully, who
have won for the fifth consecutive year; Joan
Fulham, who captured her third straight
title; Lisa Grankowski also won for a third
successive year; Mary Agnes Morris captured
a share of her second championship title in
a row; Joining this exclusive of champions
for the first time, also turning in a perfect
year were Elizabeth Leveille, Gerry Sherry,

Walter Starzec Jr., and Gary Feret.
Kross said that, “Every month when The
SA Times comes out, I scan the paper looking
for the WWW.? picture. It brings back lots
of memories from the past, and it’s like an
old song you can relate to, who you were
with and what you were doing. I’m sure
lots of your readers feel the same way. The
SA Times keeps us thinking and above all, it
keeps us young. Keep the press rolling, and
nothing but the best for you Tom and your
staff. Happy New Year!”
Pat & Bill Scully said, “The 2016 pictures
had us bogged down twice, but never lost.
The toughest one for us to identify was the
Parlin DuPont Employees Federal Credit
Union on Washington Road.”
Congratulations to the 10 champions for
2016 on a truly amazing accomplishment!
You certainly know South Amboy and
Sayreville better than anyone.

*12 correct answers is a perfect year.

Loy 7 Dane Colburn 7 Pete McIntyre 5 Don
Zrebiec 5 Peggy Yuhas 5 Ed Bender 5 Kelly
Heinz 4 Kevin Kania & Dawn Roberts 4 Ed
Puchalski 4 Joanne Niestempski 4 Maryanne
Matarangolo 4 Charlotte Sadowski 4 Pat
Minnick 4 Adele O’Hara 4 Ron Twardos 4.
*Many entrants had 1-3 correct answers
throughout the year. Congratulations to all
who participated and best of luck in 2017!

Final Scoring For The 2016 WWW? Contest

W. Tom Kross 12 Pat & Bill Scully 12
Joan Fulham 12 Lisa Grankowski 12 Mary
Agnes Morris 12 Elizabeth Leveille 12
Gerry Sherry 12 Walter Starzec Jr. 12 Gary
Feret 12 Chuck Pickard 11 Dennis Quinlan
11 Joan Gorczyca 10 Scott Farina 9 Marie
English 8 Judy Guilfoyle 8 Nancy Berry 8
Jack Piskorski 8 Estelle Pluskota 7 Lynn

Champions-WWW? Winners

Pictured are the 2016 winners/champions of the WWW.? mystery photo contest. In photo (l-r)
Walter Starzec Jr., Pat Scully, Bill Scully, W. Tom Kross, Gary Feret, Mary Agnes Morris, Joan Fulham.
Missing from photo: Lisa Grankowski, Elizabeth Leveille, Gerry Sherry. (Photo by Tom Burkard)

Champions Thru The Years

2008-Marian Mills 2009-W. Tom
Kross 2010-W. Tom Kross 2011-W. Tom
Kross 2012-Co-Champs-Pat & Bill Scully;
Peggy Yuhas 2013-Co-Champs-Pat & Bill
Scully: W. Tom Kross 2014-Tri-ChampsPat & Bill Scully; Lisa Grankowski; Joan
Fulham 2015-Multi-Champs-W. Tom Kross;

Pat & Bill Scully; Lisa Grankowski; Joan
Fulham; Mary Agnes Morris; Don Zrebiec
2016-Multi-Champs-W. Tom Kross; Pat &
Bill Scully; Lisa Grankowski; Joan Fulham;
Mary Agnes Morris; Elizabeth Leveille;
Gerry Sherry; Walter Starzec Jr.; Gary Feret.

The St. Mary South Amboy Food Pantry distributed food to the needy of our community on Saturday,
December 17th assisting 117 families, 253 people total this Christmas season. 300 toys were collected
to make the season brighter for 45 children in our community. Through the generosity of the parish,
the group also collected 163 gifts for the residents of the local Venetian Care and Rehabilitation Center.
There were 234 bags of food shared with those in need including a turkey and a Shop-rite gift card.
(Photo/Info submitted by John Kobiernicki, Youth Minister, St. Mary, South Amboy)
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Cold Weather
Exercise

Exercising outdoors in cold weather can
be exhilarating. Even if skiing isn’t your
all-time favorite sport, you can have just
as much fun running, cycling, or walking
in winter time. Winter sunlight can revive
your spirits, and exercise in the cool, crisp
air can relieve the stress and tension related
to the busy holidays.
There are special considerations to
remember for cold-weather exercise:
Athletes may not be aware of the loss
of fluids in cold weather, but the loss is real
and potentially dangerous. Athletes have
similar hydration needs year round, but many
of them simply don’t drink enough fluids
during the winter months. Sports nutrition
experts advise athletes to drink about one
quart of non-caffeinated fluids for every
1,000 calories expended each day. “Drink
two cups of fluid two hours before exercise
and least 4-6 ounces of fluid every 15-20
minutes during exercise.”
Don’t overdose. Exercise raises body
temperatures significantly and even a
moderate workout can make you feel as if
it’s 30 degrees warmer. The answer to this
is wearing several layers of loose-fitting thin
layers of clothes.
The first layer should be thermal
underwear made of a fabric that draws
perspiration away from your body. That
layer should not be cotton, as cotton holds
moisture next to your skin and makes you
feel cold and clammy.
Your middle layer should be a synthetic
turtleneck and wool sweater. Sweat pants or
Lycra tights worn over thermals will help keep
your legs warm. If precipitation is evident,
your outer jacket should be waterproof,
wind-resistant, yet breathable. Or for a short
workout in dry weather, just an ordinary
windbreaker would be suitable.
Zippers make clothes more adaptable for
controlling the amount of air you let in or for
removing quickly. Mittens are warmer than
gloves. Fingers resting against each other stay
warmer than fingers separated by the added
air surface between the fingers of gloves.
Headgear is important since you lose
so much heat through your head. Be sure
to wear good running shoes, with enough
support and cushion

Fishing Flashes
By Teo “Weebles” Weber

Salt Water
It’s the Weeblemeister once again
wishing you a great fishing year for 2017.
Striped Bass fishing in the Bay is closed until
March 1st. The different times I checked at
area beaches, Cliffwood and Island Beach,
or the very few people that were there, they
didn’t catch anything. The real bitter cold
days sent all of the Stripers and remaining
Blues south. The only surf Fishing left is a
handful of small Stripers at Island Beach and
points south. Flounder fishing in Shark River
was good but that too is also closed until
March 1st. Some party boats are fishing for
Blackfish. This fishing is hit and miss but there
are a few big ones caught up to 13 pounds.
Unfortunately for us, the flawed science
forced on us by NOAA says we must take
a 40% cut in Fluke this year. They claimed
we overfished? There are 5 options-none of
them good!!
Fresh Water
The extreme cold and warm-ups have
given us the worst of both worlds. Streams
are still low and lakes are partially frozen
and open in the middle. Right now there
is not a safe place for ice fishing until we
get some good steady cold temperatures. I
returned to the lower Pequest in mid week
in the last week of December, and I caught 2
nice Rainbow Trout. One was over 13 inches
and the other a little under 16 inches. That
fish surprised me by hitting a small Yo Zuri
plug and gave me a good battle. A great way
to finish out the year!
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Tom Farrell: A Legendary Eagle
By Tom Burkard

Tom Farrell was a superb rebounder who
could score lots of points when he starred for
St. Mary’s basketball team as a senior back in
‘63. It seemed like he was setting a rebound
record one game, than breaking it his very
next time on the court. In the second game
of the year the Eagles won a thrilling double
overtime contest against St. Peter’s, 75-70, as
Farrell pumped in 21 points, and ripped 25
rebounds to set a new school record. In the
next game St. Mary’s slugged Sayreville, 6951, and he tied
his record with
25 boards once
again. The
next game was
against always
dangerous
Perth Amboy in
the 6th Annual
H o l i d a y
Tournament,
but
the
South Saints
prevailed, 8164, and once
Tom Farrell
again Farrell
was at his best, firing in 20 points, and
hauling down an incredible 35 rebounds to
set a St. Mary’s/Cardinal McCarrick record
that is believed to still stand today. Over a
3-game stretch, Tom pulled down an amazing
85 rebounds, 28.3 per game! In a City
Series contest against rival Hoffman HS, the
team that went on to win the Group I state
championship a few months later, Farrell
scored 22 points and grabbed 20 rebounds
as St. Mary’s won 70-63.
Teammate Joe Chodkiewicz, shared a
few memories of Tom: “I remember one
night after we finished practice, and my
mother invited him to stay with us rather
than take the train home down the shore.
Coach Luke Lenahan bought pizza from
the Hillcrest Inn for the team practicing on
Friday night--probably preparing for our
game with Bob Verga’s St. Rose of Belmar
team. Back at my house, Tom was not ready
to turn in, and suggested we go out for a run
around South Amboy. That’s exactly what
we did, put on our sweats, climbed out the
bedroom window and ran around town. The
next day, we went up to “The Tank” for a
pickup game with “Big Ed” Paczkowski.”
Another memory Joe shared was “Tom and
I took a trip with Coach “Luke” and Buzzie
Fox to Power Memorial High School in New
York for a scholarship tryout--we were being
considered for a full ride at Ohio State. We
were offered the scholarship. We had to
wait for the Power team to finish practice.
Their team with center, Lew Alcindor (Later
became Kareem Abdul-Jabbar), was amazing
to watch!” Chodkiewicz said that, “Tom was
committed to staying in shape, and played in
the Jersey Shore Summer League as well as
showing up at the schoolyard court close to
Sayreville’s Majors Pond, and a few houses
down from Jay Derent.”
Joe said “My mom would get a visit
from Tom whenever he was back in South
Amboy. After one of those times in the late
70’s, she sent me his address and phone
number in Louisiana. We eventually met
while his daughter was participating in a
swim meet at NAS Pensacola. At that time,
Tom was working as a teacher/coach with a
wife and 2 children.
The great Jay Derent, a 1st Team AllCounty, and All-State basketball player
for the Eagles in 1963-64, was a teammate
of Farrell, and was most impressed when
playing alongside him. “He was a really
good rebounder, with a strong desire to win.
He was good teammate, and always guarded
the person on the other team who was the
biggest threat. He also had a good sense of
humor,” according to Derent.
Bill Schwarick who went on to a highlysuccessful career as a Secret Service Agent,
and later South Amboy City Councilman,
also played on the same team as Farrell. He
said, “He was a good ballplayer and team
player, very strong underneath and good
rebounder. Everyone on the team blended
together. Tom could score and run the fastbreak really well.”

SA Times writer Fran Fitzmorris
recalled, “I saw every game he played in.
He had huge hands, which when he grabbed
most rebounds, never gave the ball up. He
could jump high and never seemed to lose
a rebound.”
After graduating from St. Mary’s in
‘63, he played at Kilgore Junior College in
Texas for 2 seasons from 1964-66 playing
under head coach Joe Turner. During this
time, information on Tom Farrell is scarce,
but through the efforts of current Athletic
Director Jimmy Rieves, and Chris Craddock,
Coordinator of Public & Sports Information
at Kilgore College, they sent me the following
facts about Farrell’s collegiate career.
“Tom Farrell, a native of the Bronx,
stood 6’ 4” tall and was often called “The
Bronx Bomber” for his outstanding shooting
ability. In his freshman year, playing
forward for the Rangers, he played in 32
games, scored 484 points including 102 free
throws, averaging 15.1 points per game. As
a sophomore, he played in 27 games, and
was the team’s leading scorer. He scored
782 points including a then-record 210 free
throws, averaging 28.9 ppg. He was named
to the North Zone Region XIV All-Star team
both seasons, and was twice selected for the
Texas Eastern Conference basketball team.
Through 15 games his sophomore
season, Farrell was the #1 scorer in the
National Junior College Athletic Association
and had the 2nd highest average points per
game by anybody nationwide.”
Many years later his high school coach
Luke Lenahan would proudly tell locals that
his former player “Tom Farrell was a Junior
College All-American selection when he
played for Kilgore in Texas.”
In 2013, Tom Farrell was inducted into
the Kilgore College Athletics Hall of Fame.

1963-Tom Farrell (12) of St. Mary’s hauls in a
rebound over a St. Rose of Belmar defender, as
teammate Joe Chodkiewicz (2nd from right) is
ready to help out.

The Miraculous Prayer
Dear Heart of Jesus, in the past I have asked for
many favors. This time I ask you this my special one
(mention favor). Take it, Dear Jesus, and place it within
your own broken heart, where your Father sees it. Then,
in His merciful eyes, it will become your favor, not mine.
Amen. (Say this prayer for 3 days, promise publication
and your favor will be granted. Never known to fail.) -P.S..

Where in New Jersey?

December’s location might come to you with a bang! Send your answer in to: satimes@aol.
com or scan below by January 9th.

December
Information

Where in New Jersey?
By Brian & Phyllis Stratton

December seemed to be our most
challenging loctation to date with only
five winners: Dennis Quinlan, Gary Feret,
Glen Tye, Scott Mueller, Joe Prusik. Best
of luck this month!
The Holmdel Horn Antenna
Located in the former Bell Telephone
Laboratories in Holmdel Township, NJ. It
is a large microwave horn antenna that was
used as a radio telescope during the 1960’s.
It became a National Historic Landmark
in 1988 because of the work of two radio
astronomers, Arno Penzias and Robert
Wilson who discovered the microwave
background radiation that permeates the
universe. Their research provided the
evidence that confirmed Gamow’s and
Lemaitre’s “Big Bang” theory of the
creation of the universe. In 1978 Penzias
and Wilson received the Nobel Prize in

Physics for their discovery. The horn is
made of aluminum and is about 50 feet in
length. It was built to withstand winds of
over 100 miles per hour. It was fabricated
and constructed in the Homdel Facility. It
has not been used in many years.

December
Where in New Jersey?
Holmdel Horn Antenna
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Obituaries

Batiuk, Kenneth R. Sr., 68, of South
Amboy died on Dec. 10.
Borup, Anna M. Delikat, 79, of Parlin
died on Jan. 8.
Braun, John A., 89, of Sayreville died
on Dec. 29.
Cannizzaro, Carmine, 90, formerly of
South Amboy died on Dec. 30.
Connors, Lt. Kevin L., 58, of Sayreville
died on Dec. 13.
Dolan, Bruce, 63, of Parlin died on
Dec. 30.
Domino, Ann T. Fitzsimmons, 81, of
Sayreville died on Dec. 17.
Dowling, Helen A. Ziola, 94, of South
Amboy died on Dec. 16.
Dzamba, Kristie L., 44, of Sayreville
died on Dec. 20.
English, Thomas, 84, formerly of South
Amboy died on Dec. 27.
Farrell, Josephine, 90, of South Amboy
died on Dec. 15.
Figurelli, Alfred C., 77, of Sayreville
died on Jan. 3.
Hausmann, Rosemary, 53, of Morgan
died on Dec. 16.
Kardos, George T., 86, of South Amboy
died on Dec. 23.
Kelly, Trudy, 69, of Parlin died on Dec.
10.
Kroeger, Florence Prusik, 90, of Parlin
died on Dec. 19.
Kurtz, Margaret “Mickey,” M., Sullivan,
94, formerly of South Amboy died on Dec. 16.
McDonnell, John T. Jr., 71, formerly of
South Amboy died on Jan. 9.
McKeon, Francis R., 89, formerly of
Sayreville died on Jan. 2.
Megill, Mary, 80, of South Amboy died
on Jan. 5.
Murphy, Francis J. “Frank,” 49, of Parlin
died on Dec. 17.
Roskey, Violet, 93, of South Amboy
died on Dec. 28.
Runkel, Earl A. II, 72, formerly of South
Amboy died on Dec. 29.
Rzepka, Gladys R. Olsen, 78, of
Sayreville died on Dec. 14.
Salvatore, Jerry, 64, of Sayreville died
on Jan. 1.
Sharrock, Robert M., 74, of Parlin died
on Dec. 26.
Skevington, Mary, 94, of Sayreville
died on Jan. 2.
Suchcicki, Dorothy, 90, of Parlin died
on Jan. 8.
Tarnacki, Lawrence P., 62, formerly of
Sayreville died on Dec. 9.
Vona, Marie C. Gordon, 86, of South
Amboy died on Dec. 15.
Ward, Darlene A., 61, of Morgan died
on Dec. 18.
Wielkopolski, Jadwiga, 92, of Sayreville
died on Dec. 22.
Wonski, Stanley M., 95, of Parlin died
on Jan. 11.
Woods, William, 79, of Sayreville died
on Dec. 31.
Wyluda, Wanda, 97, formerly of
Sayreville died on Dec. 10.
PRAYER TO THE BLESSED MOTHER
(Never known to fail) Oh, most beautiful flower of
Mt. Carmel, Fruitful vine, splendor of Heaven, blessed
Mother of the Son of God, Immaculate Virgin, assist me
in my necessity. Oh Star of the Sea, help me and show
me, herein you are my mother. Oh, Holy Mary, Mother of
God, Queen of Heaven and Earth! I humbly beseech you
from the bottom of my heart to succor me in this necessity.
There are none that can withstand your power. Oh, show
me herein you are my mother. Oh Mary, conceived without
sin, pray for us who have recourse to thee (3 times). Holy
Mary, I place this cause in your hands (3 times). Say this
prayer for 3 consecutive days. You must publish it and it
will be granted to you. Thank you.
A PRAYER FOR HEALING
Lord, you invited all who are burdened to come to
You. Allow your healing hand to heal me. Touch my soul
with Your compassion for others. Touch my heart with Your
courage and infinite love for all. Touch my mind with Your
wisdom, that my mouth may always proclaim Your praise.
Teach me to reach out to You in my need. Help me to lead
others to You by my example. Most loving heart of Jesus,
bring me health in my body and spirit so that I may serve
You with all my strength. Touch gently with this life that
you have created. Amen -S.R..

Correction

In last month’s article “Former St.
Stanislaus Kostka Student Killed In
Afghanistan,” it was brought to our attention
that it should have read, ‘Julianne Perry
was a resident of Sayreville, and she and
her husband, John Perry lived near Fort
Hood, Texas, where he was stationed, (not in
California, which was cited in that article).’
Also, it should have mentioned that ‘Julianne
is the granddaughter of Sylvia Good.’
*Sorry for the inadvertent typos.
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In Memoriam
By Tom Burkard

Rose and Eric Hausmann are pictured at the Annual Horseshoe Tournament for Colon Cancer
research and awareness on June 8, 2013. (Photo by Clem Skarzynski)

Rose Hausmann “The Warrior Within”
By Clem Skarzynski

I’ll never forget meeting Rose for the
first time. Straight forward, honest, loving,
strong and with an exceptional use of the “F
Bomb”...indelible! For some special reason,
God brought us together as friends that day
in the late 80’s, and although we had known
each other prior to that day, as casual fellow
Sayrevilleites, there began a friendship as
fellow county government employees...
Seeing and talking to each other every few
days or so when she came in to fill up here
county vehicle at my work location in North
Brunswick, and she always had a smile...But,
when Rose was “teed off,” look out, you
heard about it. Thus my introduction to the
“F Bomb” laden tirades, only Rose could do
with such loving finesse.
When Rose was diagnosed with
colorectal cancer 12 years ago, she became
a true “warrior.” I was fortunate to be a
part of her and her awesome husband Eric’s
softball tournaments, and then the horseshoe
tournaments. The courage, will, strength,
and ongoing advocacy from Rose and Eric
was truly “from the heart.” Even thru the
“down times,” and there were many of those,
the smile never left her face. Seeing Rose
at Mass weekly, showed how prayer and her
faith helped her thru those 12 years.
And Rose’s love of music! She was

always asking me how the band was doing
and where we were playing, so she could listen
and dance. Rose’s love for country music
was proven when she co-wrote “Stronger
Than That,” with Nashville artist Craig
Campbell, just before she was entering new
experimental treatments for the disease. Rose
told me afterwards that co-writing the song
was that “the experience was much bigger
and exciting than she ever imagined.” But,
to know Rose as she went thru her 12-year
journey, you were in awe at her courage, spirit,
and the “Warrior Within.” How she inspired
everyone around her with her sickness and all
other trials that Rose went thru, she fought,
and fought some more. And always having
that smile and hug ready for all of us.
So to all of Rose’s fellow warriors and
advocates...keep the fight alive. To Eric...
We will all be there for you with the same
love and support you had for “your Rose.”
And...Rose…”Shine on, you crazy
Diamond”...
A PRAYER FOR HEALING
Lord, you invited all who are burdened to come to You. Allow
your healing hand to heal me. Touch my soul with Your compassion
for others. Touch my heart with Your courage and infinite love for
all. Touch my mind with Your wisdom, that my mouth may always
proclaim Your praise. Teach me to reach out to You in my need.
Help me to lead others to You by my example. Most loving heart
of Jesus, bring me health in my body and spirit so that I may serve
You with all my strength. Touch gently with this life that you have
created. Amen -T.B..

George Kardos Remembered
By Steve Schmid

Lifetime South Amboy resident George
Kardos died recently at the age of 86. George
served in the U.S. Army during the Korean
War and was honorably discharged in 1953.
He was a maintenance supervisor with Alpha
Associates Manufacturing in Woodbridge.
George was a long time member of the South
Amboy Knights of Columbus Council 426
and served as Grand Knight in 1995-96. He is
fondly remembered as the friendly bartender
who was always a great listener. Many years

ago, George was an avid bowler in the Knights
of Columbus League, and looked forward to
playing at the old Hill Lanes on Route 9 in Old
Bridge. He also bowled with other leagues.
He was also a member of the V.F.W. of South
Amboy and the American Legion of South
Amboy. George is survived by his wife of 60
years, Dorothy (Simeone) Kardos, daughter
Lisa Ziola and her husband John Jr. and son
Gregory Kardos and three grandchildren.

Mario M. Birardi
Mario M. Birardi, of Bensalem, PA, and car enthusiast, Mario could often
passed away unexpectedly on Saturday be found at the racetrack, or driving his
afternoon, January 7, 2017. He was 63. Born Datsun 510. Mario was also known as the
in Fort Dix, NJ and raised in South Amboy, unofficial mascot of the Villanova Women’s
he lived there until his family moved to basketball team with his custom decorated
Flemington, in 1969 when his family Mini Cooper. Mario is preceded in death
purchased Stewart’s Root Beer Drive- by his parents Mario and Ann Birardi,
In in Ringoes. In South Amboy, Mario his in-laws, Clare and Philip Walsh, and
worked alongside his father in their family sister-in-law Aileen Walsh. Mario will be
store, Joe’s Smoke Shop/Mario’s Sub greatly missed by his wife, Kathy WalshShop. He graduated Hunterdon
Birardi of 25 years, his sister
Central High School in 1971
Christina Birardi Moore and
and attended the University
her husband Donald, brother
of Dayton. Mario owned and
Greg Birardi and Fatima Silva
operated Stewarts until retiring
Birardi, and brother Tony
in 2008. Stewarts was owned by
Birardi. Mario will also be
the Birardi family for over 40
greatly missed by his nieces
years. He also owned Proteus
Ashley, Vanessa, Veronica,
Corp. as a graphic designer for
Valerie, and Gabriela, and
over 24 years. Mario was the
nephews Brandon, Vincent,
ultimate adventure enthusiast,
Victor, and Steve and many
who felt deeply about exploring,
aunts, uncles, cousins and great
Mario M. Birardi
driving in the snow, questioning
friends. Services were held by
everything, learning all he could, and Galzerano Funeral Home, 3500 Bristolalways trying something new. Mario was Oxford Valley Road, Levittown, PA 19057.
the true definition of “one-of-a-kind.” His Donations in memory of Mario Birardi
family and friends knew him as a “jack of can be made to the Children’s Hospital of
all trades,” always just a phone call away Philadelphia by mail to P.O. Box 781352
with advice, and always willing to drop Philadelphia, PA, 19178-1352.
anything for someone in need. A racing

Trudy Kelly, 69, of Parlin died on
Dec. 10. She was Past President of Our
Lady of Victories School PTA, and also
helped develop the Garden Friends Early
Learning Center. Lt. Kevin L. Connors, 58,
of Sayreville died on Dec. 13. He proudly
served as a member of the Sayreville Police
Dept. since 1987. He was also a member and
exempt fireman of Sayreville Engine Co. #1,
Sayreville P.B.A. 98 and Stalkers Rod & Gun
Club. Kevin was also the owner of Connors
Concrete in Sayreville and a communicant of
St. Stanislaus Kostka Church in Sayreville. A
great guy and dedicated police officer, he will
be sadly missed by all. Gladys Rzepka, 78,
of Sayreville died on Dec. 14. She worked
for nearly 40 years in the Municipal Clerk’s
office for the Borough of Sayreville, prior to
her retirement in 2002 as Borough Clerk. She
was an honorary member of Sayreville PBA
Local 98. Marie Vona, 86, of South Amboy
died on Dec. 15. In addition to raising three
children, she was also employed by South
Amboy Memorial Hospital, Raritan Printing,
and Dr. Robert Bennett, DDS. She was an avid
SA Times reader, and a very kind lady, who
always had a positive and inspiring greeting to
everyone she would see on her travels through
South Amboy. Rosemary Hausmann, 53 of
Morgan died on Dec. 16. She worked for the
NJ State Parole Board for 20 years, and was

also a member of PBA Local 326. Darlene
Ward, 61, of Morgan died on Dec. 18. She
was an Operating Room Nurse at Raritan Bay
Medical Center in Perth Amboy for 40 years.
John Braun, 89, of Sayreville died on Dec.
29. He was a school bus driver for Sayreville
Board of Education, retiring 15 years ago.
Prior to that, he worked at National Lead
Industries in Sayreville for 33 years retiring
as a foreman. He also served as a church
elder, deacon and treasurer for many years
at Sayreville Presbyterian Church. Bruce
Dolan, 63, of Parlin died on Dec. 30. He was
involved in Little League for over 25 years,
coaching, printing uniforms, maintaining
fields and much more.
God bless these wonderful people. May
they never be forgotten.

PRAYER TO ST. JUDE
(To be said when problems arise or when one seems to be deprived
of all visible help, on far cases almost despaired of). Most holy Apostle
St. Jude, faithful servant and friend of Jesus, the church honors and
invokes you universally as the patron of hopeless cases, of things
almost despaired of, pray for me, I am so helpless and alone. Make
use I implore you of that particular privilege given to you, to bring
visible and speedy help where help is almost despaired of. Come to
my assistance in this great need that I may receive the consolation and
help of heaven in all my necessities, tribulations, and sufferings., and
that I may praise God with you and all the elect forever. I promise O
Blessed St. Jude, to be ever mindful of this great favor, to always honor
you as my special and powerful patron, and to gratefully encourage
devotion to you. Amen. Thank You St. Jude. -E.P..

Margaret Mary "Mickey" Sullivan Kurtz
December 14, 1922 – December 16, 2016

Mrs. Margaret Mary "Mickey" daughters: Kathy Cunningham (Bob) of
Sullivan Kurtz ,94, beloved wife of the Harlem, GA; Peggy Gontkof (John) of
late George Kurtz Ill, entered into rest Spring Lake Heights, NJ: two sons: George
December 16, 2016 at her residence in Kurtz IV, New Gretna, NJ and Phil Kurtz
Spring Lake, N.J. A native of South Amboy, (Jane) of South Amboy, NJ. She also leaves
N.J., Mickey was born on
her thirteen grandchildren,
December 14, 1922 and lived
fifteen greatgrandchildren,
there before moving to Spring
and many nieces and nephews.
Lake 40 years ago. She was an
Her sister, Kathleen Wetzel
elementary school teacher at
lives in Vero Beach, FL.
St. Mary's, South Amboy, NJ;
Mickey was preceded in
St. Ambrose, Old Bridge, NJ;
death by her husband George
and St. Catherine's, Spring
Kurtz Ill on May 23, 1966 and
Lake, NJ.
her daughter Mary A. Kurtz,
With over 40 years of
August 29, 2016. Her parents
service to teaching and her
were Timothy F. Sullivan and
students, Mickey enjoyed
Nellie Gallagher Sullivan.
in sharing many delightful
Special thank you to
stories of those she taught.
all the kind caregivers who
Her positive attitude and ever Margaret Sullivan Kurtz assisted in Mickey's care.
winning smile would light up a room and
Memorial donations may be made
her surroundings. Mickey's faith and family to Saint Catherine's School, Spring
were everything. She loved to sit and read Lake, NJ, or a charity of choice. O'Brien
with a good book. Mickey was very proud Funeral Home, Wall, was in charge of
of her Irish heritage and her Irish eyes were arrangements.
always smiling.
To offer online condolences, please
Surviving Mickey are her two visit www.obrienfuneralhome.com.
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