THANK YOU VETERANS

THE

SOUTH AMBOY
★★★★ SAYREVILLE

Date: May 24, 2014

PRICELESS

Mayoral Candidate

John F. “Jack” O’Connell was born
and raised in South Amboy and has a long
history of service to our City, State and
Nation. Following in a family tradition
of military service, O’Connell completed
the demanding training of the U.S. Navy’s
Aviation Officer Candidate School, was
commissioned as a Naval Officer and after
graduation from Naval Flight School, trained
in the F-14 Tomcat. A combat-decorated
veteran of Desert Storm, he was selected
to attend the prestigious U.S. Navy Strike
Fighter Weapons School, also known as
TOPGUN. Mr. O’Connell left active duty
military service to return to civilian life in
New Jersey where he served as Chief of
Staff to Senator Richard Codey. A former
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Pictured following the South Amboy Memorial Day Parade in front of City Hall are American
Legion Luke A. Lovely Post #62 of South Amboy Commander Bob “Zak” Sekerak (l), and
Phyllis Letteriello (r), who placed the Memorial Day wreath, and also served as the first
female Grand Marshal in the parade’s history. (Photo by Tom Burkard)

Fred A. Henry was born and raised
in South Amboy. He graduated from St.
Mary’s High School, Middlesex County
College, and Trenton State College with a
teaching degree In social studies, political
science, and English. While completing
his college studies, he also played 4 years
of varsity baseball. He taught at St. Mary’s
Elementary School and Hoffman/South
Amboy Middle/High School for a combined
total of 40 years. He is currently the Dean
of Students at South Amboy Middle/High
School. He is married to the former Linda
MacKay and has three children: Kristen,
(Contnued on page 31)
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Ex-Chief Megill
Remembered
By Tom Burkard

Harry “Hank” Megill, 82 of South
Amboy died on May 15. He was a former Lieutenant and Captain of Protection
Engine Co. in South Amboy, and also the
City of South Amboy Fire Chief in 1976.
In addition, Hank was a member of several
fireman organizations, as well as the South
Amboy First Aid Squad, and was honored
by the Pete Kenny Association of South
Amboy as Volunteer of the Year in 2000.
Megill retired in 1986 from the USPS in
South Amboy after 37 years of service. He
will always be remembered as one of the
good guys, who went above and beyond the
call of duty to help others. Following his
retirement, you could usually find Hank at
the Protection Fire House, always assisting
his brother firefighters in any way that he
could. God Bless Hank!

Perth Amboy Mayor Wilda Diaz (l) and South Amboy Mayor Fred Henry (r) are seated in
front, and surrounded by sponsors and committee members at the “Celebrate the Amboys
2014 Fireworks” press conference and V.I.P. Sponsors Luncheon aboard the Cornucopia
Princess on May 16th. See story on page 29. (Photo by Tom Burkard)
Erma Brown

First Councilwoman
Erma Brown Dies
By Tom Burkard

Sayreville Memorial
Day
Parade-May 26th

The Sayreville Memorial Day Parade
will be held on Monday, May 26th, starting
at 10 a.m. Anyone interested in marching/participating or need info, call Frank
Straczynski, Post Commander VFW #4699,
at 732-651-1991 or 732-742-2448.

Kelly, Clark Receive
Valor Awards

South Amboy Police Officers Michael
Kelly and Steven Clark were honored with
four other police officers and firefighters
with the prestigious Valor Awards from
the 200 Club of Middlesex County. The
luncheon was held at the Forsgate Country
Club in Monroe.
The policemen risked their own lives by
saving a woman from a fire in her home on
Catherine St. in February 2013. Kelly, who
is the South Amboy PBA President, and a
10-year veteran of the South Amboy Police
Dept., and Clark, who has served for nearly 2
years, were both in the Marine Corps before
becoming law enforcement officers. The
City of South Amboy is proud of them for
their heroic and exemplary actions during
this dangerous situation. Congratulations,
Officers Kelly and Clark!

The family of the late and beloved South Amboy Police Detective Daniel Kudelka is pictured
after placing the memorial wreath at the 19th Annual South Amboy Police Memorial Service.
Also pictured is Police Chief Darren LaVigne. See Story on page 30. (Photo by Brian
Stratton)

Ermalinda “Erma” Brown, 82, of South
Amboy died on May 3rd. She’s was a
“trailblazer” for South Amboy women, as
she became the city’s first Councilwoman,
when she was appointed to the council in the
1980’s, and then elected to the position.
She was well-known throughout South
Amboy for writing the feature column
“Around The Town With Erma Brown” in
the old South Amboy Citizen. Erma was the
wife of the late South Amboy businessman,
William Oliver Brown, who was the popular
owner of B & B Market on Rosewell St.
She is survived by her three sons, James,
Thomas and William.
Erma was a wonderful lady, dedicated
to the city of South Amboy and its people.
She always worked hard at doing what was
best for the community and will never be
forgotten.
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Janice Sprague (c), wife of the late Sayreville Police Chief Douglas Sprague is pictured
following the Annual Police Memorial Ceremony with her sons Det. Doug Sprague (l) and
Det. Sgt. Jeff Sprague (r), who are both longtime Borough police officers. Story on page
29. (Photo by Tom Burkard)
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Talk Of The Towns
By Tom Burkard

Congratulations Dean Kenny
Det. Dean Kenny recently retired after
an award-winning career as an officer with
the New Jersey Transit Police. Congratulations Dean!
Locals Ran Boston Marathon
John Kane, 55, of South Amboy, and
Lisa Iorillo, 50, of Sayreville ran in the
Boston Marathon again this year. Both had
participated in last year’s race which was
saddened by the unbelievable tragedy.
Huryk Finishes 2nd
Former South Amboy resident Ken
Huryk captured 2nd place overall at the
Inspire 5K race at East Brunswick recently.
Congratulations, Ken!
50th Anniversary
Congratulations to former South Amboy residents Bob and Joan Carew, who
celebrated their 50th Wedding Anniversary
recently!
In Memoriam
Adam Marczak, 89, of South Amboy
died on April 17. He fought in World War
II in the Battle of the Bulge with the 285th
Field Artillery. Adam was a member of many
local veterans organizations. He was a great
guy who loved to read The SA Times. Caitlin
“Cat” Rose Gonsalves, 26, formerly of South
Amboy died on April 17. She was serving
a post-graduate internship at “House Help”
in Phoenix, AZ. Andy Baumgartner, 92, of
South Amboy died on April 19. He was a
proud veteran of the Merchant Marines, and
received several medals and ribbons for his
exemplary service. Andy loved gardening,
rooting for the New York Giants, and the
New York Mets, as well as reading The SA
Times. He was a really great guy and will
be missed by all. Lawrence “Larry” Toth,
73, of South Amboy died on April 21. He
was a personal tax accountant, and served
many local residents and business owners
for over 30 years. Larry was active in the
Knights of Columbus, and a Fourth Degree
member of San Salvador Council, Perth
(Continued on page 25)

Pleasant Little
Trivia
By Tom Burkard

1. What year was the present South Amboy
Post Office erected? a. 1949 b. 1955 c.
1956
2. South Amboy Knights of Columbus Council 426 held its Grand Opening for the current
building in? a. 1946 b. 1954 c. 1960
3. South Amboy’s Housing Project, the
Dohaney Homes opened in? a. 1941 b.
1950 c. 1952
4. What year was the Victory Bridge built in
Sayreville? a. 1927 b. 1939 c. 1956
5. What explosion happened in 1918? a.
South Amboy b. Sayreville c. Morgan
6. Grand Knight of St. Bernadette’s Council
#8478? a. Edward Marks b. William Ritter
c. George Montalvo
7. President of Sacred Heart Holy Name
Society in 1999? a. Edmund Paczkowski b.
Francis Sullivan c. Chester Zamorski
8. Commander of Sayreville VFW Post
4699 in 1999? a. Barry Cooke b. Henry
Wasilewski c. James Mulvey
9. South Amboy’s Business Administrator in
’99? a. Camille Tooker b. Nicholas Smolney
c. Stanley Marcinczyk
10. He was the South Amboy Police Chief
in 1999? a. Steve Pavich b. Gerry Pizzillo
c. James Holovacko
11. Where was B & B Firestone located in
’99? a. Route 9 North, Sayreville b. Route
35, South Amboy c. Route 9 South, Parlin
12. This florist is located on Route 9 North,
Sayreville? a. Sayreville b. Susan’s c.
Sayrewoods
Answers
1c 2b 3c 4a 5c 6a 7b 8a 9c 10c 11a 12c.
A PRAYER FOR HEALING
Lord, you invited all who are burdened to come to
You. Allow your healing hand to heal me. Touch my soul
with Your compassion for others. Touch my heart with Your
courage and infinite love for all. Touch my mind with Your
wisdom, that my mouth may always proclaim Your praise.
Teach me to reach out to You in my need. Help me to lead
others to You by my example. Most loving heart of Jesus,
bring me health in my body and spirit so that I may serve
You with all my strength. Touch gently with this life that
you have created. Amen -S.R.

South Amboy Policemen played a key role in the delivery of a new baby girl at a home on
First St. Pictured (l-r) Ptl. Mark Lewis, Dr. Kathleen Zazzali (mother of the baby), holding
her other daughter, Sgt. Richard Wojaczyk, and the baby’s father James Geiges. (Photo
by Tom Burkard)

Police Deliver Baby
By Tom Burkard

On April 15th at 4:40 a.m. the South
Amboy Police Dept. received a 911 call
from an expecting woman who couldn’t
make it to the hospital to give birth. Dr.
Kathleen Zazzali of South Amboy, with
the assistance of South Amboy Police Sgt.
Richard Wojaczyk, Ptl. Mark Lewis, and Ptl.
Steven Clark, gave birth to a beautiful baby
girl in the bathroom of her home. Dr. Zazzali said, “Everything went great. No one
seemed nervous or anxious. Sgt. Wojaczyk’s
response was very professional, and he was
calm during the whole situation.” It was the
first delivery for Sgt. Wojaczyk, who has
three children of his own, and it was the
second time that Ptl. Lewis was present at
a child’s birth. Sgt. Wojaczyk said, “It was
one of the most amazing things I’ve been a
part of. There’s nothing like helping someone
give birth to a baby.”
The baby girl’s father James Geiges
was so happy and thankful for the prompt
arrival and professional manner conducted

by the police and South Amboy First Aid
Squad. He said “I can’t say enough to thank
the South Amboy Police Department and the
First Aid members that came to help out. We
moved into town two years ago, and can’t say
enough about the South Amboy community.
We’re so happy we moved here.”
The new baby, named Charlotte Joan
Geiges was 20 inches and weighed 9 lbs. 3
oz. Congratulations to Sgt. Wojaczyk, Ptl.
Lewis, Ptl. Clark, the First Aid Squad, and
all who helped on a job very well done!
PRAYER TO THE BLESSED VIRGIN
(Never known to fail) Oh, most beautiful flower of
Mt. Carmel, Fruitful vine, splendor of Heaven, blessed
Mother of the Son of God, Immaculate Virgin, assist
me in my necessity. Oh Star of the Sea, help me
and show me, herein you are my mother. Oh, Holy
Mary, Mother of God, Queen of Heaven and Earth! I
humbly beseech you from the bottom of my heart to
succor me in this necessity. There are none that can
withstand your power. Oh, show me herein you are
my mother. Oh Mary, conceived without sin, pray for
us who have recourse to thee (3 times). Holy Mary,
I place this cause in your hands (3 times). Say this
prayer for 3 consecutive days. You must publish it
and it will be granted to you. Thank you. -E.P.
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Business Of The Month

Sure Hit Home Improvements

Tom Ryan (r), owner/founder of Sure Hit Home Improvements and his son Matt (l)
have been providing outstanding service to local residents for 46 years. (Photo by
Tom Burkard)

South Amboy native Tom Ryan
started his Sure Hit Home Improvements
business 46 years ago, and along with his
son Matt, plus a fine work crew, is still
going strong as one of the area’s top home
improvements businesses.
Dedication, hard work, perseverance, and top quality workmanship have
made Sure Hit Home Improvements the
highly successful business it is today.
Sure Hit’s motto is “Better because we
want to be.”
Sure Hit Home Improvements offers
a large variety of home services, with
specialties such as roofing, siding, remodeled kitchens, finished basements, decks,
replacement windows, custom cabinets,
additions, bathrooms and much more. In
addition, they also handle state and local
code violations.
Tom and Matt Ryan have been active
supporters and sponsors for local baseball

Community Flea
Market

The Sayreville Recreation Department
is having its Annual Community Flea Market
on Saturday June 7, 2014 at the Borough
Hall Football Field / Track.
Vending is open to both Sayreville residents and non Sayreville residents – simply
register at the Recreation office between the
hours of 8:00am to 4:00pm Monday thru
Friday starting April 1, 2014. Food and Ice
Cream vendors will be on site.
Prices:
Sayreville Resident - $10.00 per table
space
Non- Sayreville Resident - $20.00 per
table space
Information call: 732-390-7092/7096
A PRAYER FOR HEALING
Lord, you invited all who are burdened to come to
You. Allow your healing hand to heal me. Touch my soul
with Your compassion for others. Touch my heart with Your
courage and infinite love for all. Touch my mind with Your
wisdom, that my mouth may always proclaim Your praise.
Teach me to reach out to You in my need. Help me to lead
others to You by my example. Most loving heart of Jesus,
bring me health in my body and spirit so that I may serve
You with all my strength. Touch gently with this life that
you have created. Amen -T.B.

and softball teams for many years, and
Sure Hit Home Improvements men’s
softball team has captured numerous
championships through the years.
Tom Ryan proudly stated that “Sure
Hit Home Improvements has been
serving the local communities for six
generations.” When asked why Sure
Hit has been so successful and so many
others have failed in the past, Tom said
that “I’m always honest to people, and
competitive. I always try to work within
their price range.”
The Ryans really love their work,
especially in the local communities, and
Tom said “The city has been good to
me, and God has been good to me and
my family.”
For all of your home improvement
needs, call Tom and Matt Ryan of Sure Hit
Home Improvements at 732-727-6719,
for some of the finest work in the area.

War Veterans
Meeting

The Catholic War Veterans of the United
States of America, Sacred Heart Post 578,
South Amboy, New Jersey request the following information be printed in the May
edition of your newspaper:
On Tuesday, June 3, 2014, The Catholic
War Veterans, Department of New Jersey,
Sacred Heart Post 578 will hold their next
membership meeting starting 1:00 PM in
Sacred Heart’s Memorial Hall lower level.
All Catholic Veterans are welcomed to attend.

Sports Card /
Collectible Show

The Sayreville First Aid Squad is
holding a Sports Card / Collectible show
on Saturday May 24, 2014 from 8:30am
– 3:00pm in the First Aid squad building
at 776 Washington Road. Please come out
support the First Aid Squad. For more information and Dealer Opportunities please
call 732-614-8639.

The “Dennis & Judy Show” from 101.5FM radio, held their popular show live from the
Peter Pank Diner on Route 9 North, in Sayreville recently. Pictured front row (l-r) Judy
Franco, Dennis Malloy. Back row (l-r) owners Alex Panko, Patty Colaprico. (Photo by Tom
Burkard)
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Yearbook-Hoffman 1979
By Mary Kate Kelly Vacca
Contributor Tom Burkard

As Hoffman High’s Class of ’79 returned
for its final year in September 1978, the song
“Grease” by Frankie Valli topped the pop
charts. “The Last of the 70’s” was inscribed
on the cover of the yearbook. It’s hard to
believe, but 35 years have come and gone. It
seems like yesterday Marian Cooper, Denise
Kudelka, Terry Kozak, Glenn Ball, Dennis
Clark, Billy Croddick, Alison DeFort, Mike
Gallagher, Tom Garsick, Linda Grover, John
Guiro, Joan Harkins, Jack Kanecke, and
myself “rushed” to make the homeroom bell.
I can still see Charlie Gray, Guy Fisher, Joe
Carney, who sat in back of the classroom
rocking on their chairs. And who can forget
Joy Tarallo, Gloria Higgins, Denise Spencer,
Karen Redden, Claire Skrynka, June Stolte,
Chrissy Ryan, in Mc’s class.
Mr. De Pasquale was the principal, and
some of the teachers were Reggie Carney,
Mr. Larsen, Mrs. Yadlowsky, Miss Folis, Mr.
Bonner, Miss Marbach, Miss Wieringer and
Mr. Olszak…
1979 was quite a year on the national
scene. “The China Syndrome,” a popular
movie about a leaking nuclear power plant
became a reality with Three Mile Island in
Harrisburg, PA…Pope John Paul visited the
U.S….Acting legend John Wayne died…
The Purple & Gold sports squads were
filled with talented senior athletes including:
Frank Kuziemski, who joined the elusive
1,000 point club, Randy Neumann, who was
an All-State outfielder in baseball, Alex Mc-

Neil, Mark Wahler, Paul McLaughlin, Marty
Carey, Mike Diem, Louise Westerholm,
Warren Christensen, Jimmy Bright, Corina
Bloodgood, John Pyonteck. The Hoffman
vs. St. Mary’s Columbus Day football games
were the highlight of every new school year,
especially the parties afterwards…
Terry Levandoski was Editor-In-Chief
of the yearbook. Senior Class officers were
Helen Mae Stader-President; Brenda PytelVice-President; Jackie Johnson-Secretary;
Jill Pappa-Treasurer. Other fine friends
and classmates such as the following will
never be forgotten, as they helped make it
a great class; Ann Matarangolo, Mariann
Waverczak, Kelly Vona, Gina DeMaio,
Richard Allen, David Bloodgood, Cindy
Fodor, Patty Krygier, Jane & Janet Dyer,
Angie Gonzalez, Kathy Koerner, Fred Hurst,
Denise Kuzma, David Laberge, Mary Agnes
Locascio, Bobby Makar, Jan Malkiewicz,
Bill McMahon, Drew Newcomb, Richie
Norek, Peggy O’Grady, Vinnie Paduano,
Scott Peterson, Eddie Flynn, Kathy Radtke,
Chris Richmond, Gerianne Scibek, Guido
Sessa, Joe Sporek, Frank Tarallo, Robin
Toth, Benny Vattelana…
It didn’t matter if we were in Tony G.’s
History class or Ms. Search’s Science class,
keeping Mrs. Lopez (to whom the yearbook
was dedicated) out of the girls room or hanging at Kelly’s Sub Shop (The Jug), the Class
of 1979 was DEFINITELY FINE!

Monthly Flea Market

The Sayreville Emergency Squad will be
holding a  monthly Flea Market/Garage Sale
in the rear parking lot of the squad building
at 776 Washington Road, Parlin, from 8:00
AM-4:00 PM on the third Saturday of every
month, May through October.  Dates are

May 17, June 21st, July 19th, August 16th,
September 20th, and October 18th.  Sellers’
spots are $20 in the lot (bring your own table)
or table only in the garage for $10.  Set up
time 7:00 AM. To reserve call Bill at 347593-3121 or Shikara at  732- 216- 8199.

100 Years At Dowdell Library

The Dowdell Library of South Amboy
recently commemorated their centennial
with a celebration at the YMCA of South Amboy. Assemblyman Craig Coughlin, Mayor
Fred Henry, Councilman Mickey Gross,
Councilwoman and former library board
member Zusette Dato, former Councilman
Jack O’Connell, former library directors
Phil Israel and Keith McCoy, staff members,
library board members and many members
of the community celebrated with delicious catering by Carole Semel, an historic
slideshow, as well as sounds of soft jazz arranged by the Cipollari family. Gail Tanski,
photographer, recorded the event and the
South Amboy/Sayreville Times documented
the centennial evening. Partygoers also
enjoyed a Silent Auction and were able to
pick up discounted gift cards donated by Briarwood/Venetian Care and Rehabilitation,
a spring floral arrangement by Jacqueline’s
Florist, a silk scarf donated by O’Ireland, an
electric guitar, a gift certificate donated by
Sciortino’s, tickets to the NJ State Theater
donated by the Dowdell Library Foundation,
priceless 45 records, etc.
Library Director Elaine Gaber, mentioned that this year the library has fast-forwarded new technologies and offers many
free services that save the community from
having to purchase the services themselves.
Instead of purchasing downloadable books,
library cardholders just have to log onto the
library webpage at www.dowdell.org and
have immediate access to new downloadable
eBooks, eAudio books and new magazines!

You could also download a free mobile App
to access the online catalog 24/7. If help is
needed with an electronic device such as a
Kindle or iPad, or you need instructions on
how to download materials, library cardholders could drop in Tuesday or Thursday evenings from 6:15 to 7:30 pm. If that time is not
convenient, just contact the library to make
an appointment. The library recently joined
the LMxAC consortium and more books and
services are available. The Dowdell Library
is truly a library without walls because South
Amboy library cardholders could now access materials from any member library in
Middlesex County. Just ask!
Check out the multiple free services:
Internet access, job and career assistance, online resume preparation assistance, free WiFi, free online SAT prep courses, children’s,
teen, and adult programs, best-seller books,
DVDs, books on CD to listen to during a
work commute, the latest magazines and
newspapers, homework and research help for
students, consumer and health information,
notary services, postage stamps, foreign language materials, etc. Library patrons could
also conveniently take care of fines online
through the library’s website.
Summer is coming soon, so get a library
card TODAY to access FREE services 24
hours a day / 7 days a week via the library’s
web page. Call for more information at 732721-6060 or email at comments@dowdell.
org. The library’s web page could be accessed at www.dowdell.org.

The South Amboy YMCA is looking
for vendors to participate in an artisan craft
show on Saturday June 14th from 10am-3pm.
Local artisans will be selling their unique and
hand-crafted creations – including jewelry,
knit wear, quilts, beads, chocolates and much
more! Table registrations will support the
Y’s Strong Kids Campaign, which provides

scholarship assistance to members of the
community. One table: $25, Two tables: $40.
For more information or to register please
contact Roxanne DeVoe at 732-316-8217,
Roxann.devoe@ymcaofmewsa.org or Lois
Griffin at 732-316-8219. livestrong_southamboy@ymcaofmewsa.org

Vendors Wanted For Craft Show
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New inductees into the Sayreville War Memorial High School Hall of Fame for 2014 are from
left to right: MaryAnn Gordon, Class of 1974; Gregory Scott Davis, Class of 1987; Denise
Colella, Class of 1991; Glenn Methner, Class of 1972 (.Photo by Thomas Kubacz}

GET A JOB
WORKSHOP!

The Dowdell Library of South Amboy
will be offering the “Get a Job Workshop”
presented by Eunice Coleman on Tuesday,
June 10 at 7 pm. Learn how to write a resume
that gets you that job! Registration is required
to hold a space. Limited seating.
Also, sign up for a library card to access
free services 24/7 via the library’s web page.
Call for more information at 732-721-6060
or email at comments@dowdell.org. The
library’s web page could be accessed at
www.dowdell.org
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Sayreville Senior Aerobics Class
(Photo/story submitted by Edna A. Cornell)

From Aerobics to Strength Training, Tai
Chi, Arts & Crafts—even Yoga, Sayreville
seniors are fast becoming the envy of the
aged in our county—also, the healthiest!
On any day of a week, 60 to 90 year olds
can be seen using the treadmill, peddling a
bike and even partaking in Zumba.
The Borough Fathers of Sayreville,
viewing an ever-growing senior population,
established the Senior Center as a place for

“Spring Chicken”
Dinner May 30

St. Stanislaus Kostka Holy Name Society will feature Carmen Spezzi Presents
Annual “Spring Chicken” Dinner on Friday,
May 30th from 4:30 to 7 p.m. at St. Stan’s
School. Cost is Adult-$15, Children (under
12)-$8. Menu includes: Spezzi’s Roasted
Half Chicken, Baked Potato, Side Vegetable,
Salad Bar, Dessert, Coffee, Tea, Soda. Children’s Meal: Chicken Fingers with French
Fries. Take-out dinners available.
Please purchase your tickets in advance
in the Church Lobby or the Church Office
at 732-254-0212. Thank you in advance for
your support.

the aged to exercise. Exercise was not only
on their minds. Proper nourishment was also
very important, as witnessed by the current
daily attendance. It didn’t take long before
seniors welcomed an addition to their routine—family-style meal—eaten with their
friends, in happy and familiar surroundings.
Today, exercise and nourishment personify
the Seniors of Sayreville. May they all live
to be 100!

Greek Festival

Greek Festival by the Bay will be held
Friday, May 30th thru Sunday June 1st at
Saint Demetrios Greek Orthodox Church,
Perth Amboy. The event will transport
guests to Greece through traditional Greek
music & folk dances, as well as delicious
Greek foods and tasty desserts. The event
will assist the church in raising funds for
its community and cultural activities and
parish ministries. For more info about the
Greek Festival by the Bay, call St. Demetrios Greek Orthodox Church 732-826-4466
or email to: STDGOA@gmail.com

South Amboy-Sayreville Times May 24, 2014 

8

May 24, 2014 South Amboy-Sayreville Times

On May 2nd, the South Amboy Elks #784 Motorcycle Club hosted the 3rd annual “Little
Lisie” benefit fundraiser for this precious poster child. Alise Strawhand shown being held by
her father Fred Strawhand, while standing behind her is Svetlana Strawhand, her mother.
From an early age, Alise has suffered from brain damage and requires constant care, which
is a financial burden to the family. The benefit was a huge success, and monies raised will
be an immense help to the family. If anyone wants to make a donation, it can be dropped
off or sent to: South Amboy Elks MC #784, 601 Washington Ave., South Amboy, NJ 08879.
(Photo/story by Joe Lotkowictz)

Saint Stan’s Carnival
2014 Fact Sheet

Location: Parish Carnival Grounds,
Main St., & MacArthur Ave., Sayreville.
Telephone 732-254-0212.
Dates: Wed. June 18-6-10 p.m.; Thurs.
June 19-6-10 p.m.; Fri. June 20-Food Tent
opens at 5 p.m. Carnival 5-11 p.m.; Sat.
June 21-5-11 p.m.
Rides: At least 14 rides for kiddies thru
adults. Pre-Sale ride tickets and super 50/50
raffle tickets will be sold prior to the carnival
at the following locations:
Sat. 6/14-10 a.m. to 12 p.m. front entrance to St. Stan’s School; Prior to Bingo at
St. Stan’s Auditorium 6-7:30 p.m. Thursdays
6/5, 6/12; Prior to Bingo at St. Stan’s Auditorium 12-1:30 p.m. Sundays 6/1, 6/8, 6/15;
Parish Office-Monday thru Friday 9 a.m. to
3 p.m. Tuesday evenings 6-9 p.m. Tickets
are available in Church Lobby before and
after Masses.
Games: Games of Chance with fabulous
prizes for all ages: Las Vegas “Money” Wheel

Monthly Car Show
At Old Bridge

Mayor Owen Henry’s Car Show will be
held the first Friday of each month at The
Shops of Old Bridge on Route 9 North and
Texas Road, starting at 6 p.m.

for adults; Nightly and Super 50/50 drawing;
Apple IPAD Air Bundle Raffle.
Food: Fabulous Food Tent featuring
a wide variety of ethnic and American
homemade foods; mouth-watering seafood
area; Spezzi’s nightly specials; barbeque
ribs; Friday night Fish Fry beginning at
5 p.m.; scrumptious desserts for all ages;
Beer Garden.
Attractions: Wed. Night-June 18-Magic
98.3, Jersey’s continuous Soft Rock radio6-8 p.m.; Live music by East Brunswick’s
“School of Rock” house band-8-11 p.m.
Thurs. Night-June 19-WWZY 107.1 radio6-8 p.m.; DJ Music by Andrew-8-10 p.m.
Fri. Night-June 20-St. Stan’s School Alumni
Night; Thunder 106.3 Rockin’ Country
Music-6-8 p.m.; Live music by “The Fog”
band-8-11 p.m.; Sat. Night-June 21-New
Jersey’s 101.5-6-8 p.m.

Catholic War
Veterans Meeting

The Catholic War Veterans, Dept. of
New Jersey, Sacred Heart Post 578 will hold
its next membership meeting on Tuesday,
June 3, 1 p.m. in Sacred Heart’s Memorial
Hall lower level. All Catholic Veterans are
welcomed to attend.

Kayla’s Crew Yard Sale:

We are planning a yard sale to support
Kayla’s Crew the weekend of June 19th
& 20th.
If you are planning to do some spring
house cleaning and would like to donate
your goods to a yard sale for Kayla’s Crew
please let us know.
We will be happy to come and pick-up
your items or you can deliver your items to
us by June 19. Please call Eileen 732-586-

5251 for information regarding pick-ups
and deliveries. We will then set up a time
and date with you.
All proceeds will go to Children’s
Hospital of Philadelphia (CHOP).
As always we appreciate your support
and donations.
Thank you
Kayla’s Crew

Sister Mary Gomolka, formerly of South Amboy, was honored at the “Evening of Roses” at
Seton Hall University, for promoting religious tolerance, and her work in Judeo-Christian
studies, in addition to all her pilgrimages to Israel. Congratulations on a job very well done,
Sister Mary! (Photo/info submitted)

South Amboy-Sayreville Times May 24, 2014 

10

May 24, 2014 South Amboy-Sayreville Times

A recent storm destroyed the new wooden cyclone fence by the beach at Waterfront Park.
(Photo by Joe Lotkowictz)

Torrential Rains Lash Area
By Steve Schmid

Heavy rains drenched us the end of
April when a large storm swamped local
residents with over 5 inches of rain. The
storm began April 29 with cold temperatures, strong east winds, and light showers.
Heavy rains arrived April 30 accompanied
by wind and temperatures in the mid 40s.
The raw weather made it seem we were
still in winter. Large waves in Raritan
Bay caused beach erosion at Waterfront
Park and flattened a wooden fence which
was designed to trap sand and build up
the dunes. The waves sent sand onto the
walkway but otherwise no other damage
was done. Reconstruction of the walkway

Circus Coming To
Town

The Kelly Miller Circus, sponsored
by the Old Bridge-Sayreville-South Amboy Chamber of Commerce, is coming to
Raceway Park in Old Bridge on June 18th
rain or shine for two shows at 4:30 and
7:30 p.m. Get your tickets at ticket outlets
and online at www.kellymillercircus.com.
Don’t miss it!

Father Stanley 25th
Anniversary Dinner

Sacred Heart Church Pastor Father
Stanley Gromadski celebrates his 25th anniversary of Priestly Ordination Saturday
June 14. A special Mass will be celebrated at
5 PM followed by a reception at Memorial
Hall 531 Washington Ave. South Amboy.
Cost is $25 includes horD’oeuvres, dinner, dessert, soda. For reservations call
732-721-0040.

Class Of 1974
Reunion

The Sayreville War Memorial High
School class of 1974 will hold it’s 45th
reunion on Saturday July 26, 2014 at the
Knights of Columbus. Call John 732-2542116 for info.

by Lighthouse Bay was halted due to the bad
weather. In Sayreville, oversaturated land led
to the collapse of a Liberty Street home in
the Morgan section. Sayreville police said
the rain caused the foundation to be washed
out. Lower Main Street in South Amboy
was flooded for several hours at the height
of the storm causing cars to be detoured
onto Scott Avenue. The rain came too hard
and too fast to seep into the ground. A slow
moving frontal boundary allowed moisture
from the Gulf of Mexico to enhance rainfall
along the I-95 corridor in the northeast. The
same storm was responsible for fatal tornados
and severe flooding in the Southeast.

Irish Family
Festival

On May 24, St. Nicholas of Tolentine
Church in partnership with Atlantic City
and The Ancient Order of Hibernians, will
sponsor the first Irish Family Festival ever
held in Atlantic City. This fun filled day
will take place at the Sandcastle Stadium in
Atlantic City, beginning at 10 a.m., ending
with Holy Mass celebrated by the Most Rev.
Msgr. William Hodge, Pastor of St. Nicholas
Parish. The day will include live Irish music,
dancing, food and beverages, including Irish
beer and wine, a 50/50, Irish imports for
sale, bagpipe bands, raffles and rides that
children will enjoy. All proceeds will benefit
St. Nicholas of Tolentine Restoration Fund
and the Ancient Order of Hibernians. For
updates and additional info, go to Atlantic
City Irish Family Festival on Facebook.

Golf Outing
June 9

The South Amboy Fire Dept. 125th
Anniversary Committee will sponsor a Golf
Outing on Monday, June 9th at Glenwood
Country Club, Old Bridge. Cost is $125 per
golfer, $30 for non-golfers at the 19th hole.
There is a 7:30 a.m. registration and 9 a.m.
shotgun start. Register by June 3rd. Visit
us on Facebook for ongoing info. For more
info, please contact Mike Toth at 908-9303497 or mtoth1@optonline.net.

3rd Class Petty Officer James Gray of South Amboy, while serving in the U.S. Navy in
the 1950’s used to do what is called naval scene art, not only for himself, but for many
of the crew men aboard his ship. This made the time go quickly for Jim, plus he made
many of his shipmates happy to get some action scenes on their tee shirts. (Photo/info
by Joe Lotkowictz)
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Sacred Heart Students Recognized As NJ State Grade-Level Winners
Students from kindergarten through eighth grade in Sacred Heart School, South Amboy,
participated in the Zaner-Bloser Annual National Handwriting Contest.  One student from
each grade was selected as a school grade level winner.  Those entries were submitted to
Zaner-Bloser and were included with over 300,000 other student entries.
Three students from Sacred Heart School, Susan Sagliocco grade eight, Ishan Sharma
grade seven and Marceline Zimny kindergarten, were chosen as State Grade-Level
winners.  Sister Carol Wilson coordinated the program and presented each of the students
with their awards at a school assembly.   Each winning student received a certificate and
an engraved State Grade-Level Winner medallion.  Their teachers, Mrs. Darcy Brew and
Mrs. Karen Abel, received an engraved glas award. Sacred Heart School received a $200
Zaner-Bloser gift certificate.
The NJ State Grade-Level winners are now eligible to compete for a Grand National Champion
title.  The handwriting debate has been receiving a great deal of attention.  Research is
showing that promoting legible handwriting helps develop early literacy skills.  Through its
participation in the Zaner-Bloser Annual National Handwriting Contest, Sacred Heart School
makes a statement advocating the importance of handwriting instruction.  
(Photo/Info Submitted)

Here are the school grade-level winners: K-Marceline Zimny, 1-Sienna Roque, 2-Olivier
Myczkowski, 3-Michael Mikulka, 4-Beatrice Espinosa, 5-Adam Kubisiak, 6-Peter Gorman,
7-Ishan Sharma, 8-Susan Sagliocco. (Photo Submitted)

Franklin D. English Scholarship

A $1000.00 Scholarship will be awarded
by lottery to a South Amboy resident
graduating in June 2014. Interested High
School seniors can register for the drawing
by mailing a copy of their acceptance from
an institute of higher learning, College, or
Technical Institute to the address below.

Please submit your acceptance letter by June
12, 2014. The drawing will be held on June
16, 2014 at 3:00PM at The Dowdell Library.
All applicants are welcome to witness the
drawing.Franklin D. English Scholarship,
c/o Robert P. Pawlik, 511 Augusta Street,
South Amboy, NJ 08879
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Old Bridge Airport
Open House

Old Bridge Flight School, LLC is hosting an Airport Open House on Saturday, June
7th from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. (Rain Date June
14th) at the Old Bridge Airport located at:
182 Pension Rd., Gate #4 of the Englishtown Raceway Park. AIRPLANE RIDES
FREE for children ages 8-17. (Parent must
be present to give permission). There will
also be Flight Simulators; Aircraft DisplaysHelicopter, Ultra-light, Tail-draggers, Biplanes, Remote Control Aircraft Exhibition;
Lectures-A Pilot’s account of flying around
the world twice; How airplanes fly; How
to obtain a Private Pilot’s License; Tips for
nervous flyers; Careers in Aviation; Airport
Tours and Aviation Information-Aircraft
Owners and Pilots Association; Black Pilots
of America; Civil Air Patrol; Experimental
Aircraft Association; Helicopter Flight
Services; New Jersey Army National Guard;
New Jersey Department of Aviation; New
Jersey Education Council; Old Bridge High
School JROTC; Women in Aviation, Garden
State Angels Chapter.
For further information, contact Old
Bridge Flight School at 732-483-4596.

Looking Back

1960’s-St. Mary’s High School faculty,
coaches, and personnel gathered for this
great yearbook photo. Pictured bottom row
(l-r) Helen O’Donnell, Beverly Durkin. Second
row (l-r) Therese Wist, Peter Kindzierski,
Betty Farrell, Rev. George Brembos, James
Kennedy. Third row (l-r) Tom Otto, William
Ryan, Luke Lenahan.

“WE’RE THE PIELS BROTHERS”
By Elaine Holton Scott

Philip Carey Manufacturing Company
was located in a white building on Smith
Street in Perth Amboy where it abutted the
stretch of road leading to and from the Victory
Bridge. That’s where my uncle had worked
six days a week as a machinist. I had heard
he was a machinist after a machine sliced off
the tips of two fingers one day. By googling
on the internet recently, I learned his company used the extremely toxic asbestos in the
making of insulation materials for boilers,
pipes, and other industrial equipment. Back
then, though, people had been ignorant of
the killing power of asbestos.
Friday was payday at Philip Carey’s.
Living with my Aunt Marge and Uncle Bill
Slover at 417 Conover Street in Mechanicsville as a child in the 1950’s, I used to go
with them to cash my uncle’s check. Hurrying outside, I’d quickly climb onto the
running board of their car before getting
into the back seat. I remember the car was
all black, a Chevy, I think, from the 1940’s,
with a small rear window. Off we’d go to
Main Liquor Store, where I’d “help” the
owner count the $110 amount of my uncle’s
check. Strangely, it was always the same
amount. Only when it was voting time for
the annual Miss Rheingold Girl did I like
going to Main Liquor’s. While my uncle
bought his beer and cigarettes for the week,
I’d hurry to stuff my ballot, actually, a lot of
them, into the cardboard voting box always
placed on the left side of the store. It hadn’t
mattered to me who won the contest; it was
just fun voting. When the voting box was
gone, I’d wait for them outside, impatient
to go home to play.

South Amboy
Library Directors
Through The Years

Helen V. Perrine 1914-1916; Connie
Boswick 1916-1923; Sadie Pope Dowdell
1923-1970; Joyce G. Brookman 1971-1985;
W. Keith McCoy 1985-1993; Phil Israel
1993-2003; Elaine R. Gaber 2003-Present.

Once upon a time, there was no law
prohibiting a drunken person to get behind
the wheel of a car. In fact, in those days
when the popularity of asbestos was at its
peak, and just about everyone was smoking
like a chimney, it was considered “social
etiquette” to have one more drink “for the
road.” Since middle-class America was in
its heyday, it wasn’t surprising our nighttime
TV viewing had been filled with lots of beer
commercials, the “blue collar” man’s favorite
drink. Like every other kid, I had absorbed all
the ads on television like a sponge, including
the ones for beer. My favorite had been the
animated, black & white commercial with
the two guys who looked like Mutt & Jeff,
but without the mustaches. “We’re the
Piels brothers. I’m Harry; he’s Bert…” is
all I can remember now after the passing of
almost six decades.
***In 1960, trips for beer and cigarettes
came to an end for my Uncle Bill after he
had a heart attack. In 1965, Ballantine sold
out to Falstaff Brewing Corp., the same year
cigarette companies were forced by law to put
health warning labels printed on every pack
of cigarettes. It was also the year when the
Rheingold Girls finished their 25-year reign.
Philip Carey’s merged with Glen Alden Corp.
in 1967, “resurfacing” as “New Carey.” In
1970, it merged with Briggs Manufacturing, just in time for all the asbestos-based
lawsuits to begin. Piels Brewery closed its
doors in NY in 1972; the cartoon, Mutt &
Jeff, ended in 1983…but through it all, Main
Liquor store is still operating.

Trip To Hunterdon
Playhouse

The South Amboy Seniors are planning
a trip to the Hunterdon Playhouse on June
17, for a dinner and show, “Better With A
Band,” which is a summer musical. Cost
is $82, and the bus leaves from the South
Amboy Senior building on Stevens Ave. at
9 a.m. If interested call Mary Ann at 732721-3894.

Korean War Veterans Chapter
Seeks Members

The Central Jersey Chapter #148 of
Korean War Veterans Association extend
an invitation to any veterans, regardless of
the branch of service, who served during
the war June 25, 1950-July 27, 1953, any
location including Europe or who have
served in Korea from July 27, 1953 to current date. The group meets at 10 a.m. the
second Wednesday of every month except
Jan., Feb., March and April at the Monroe
Township Municipal Building. Require-

ments for membership paying dues of $25
to the Korean War Veterans Association
and $10 chapter fee per year. The chapter
is involved in various functions during the
year, including parades with a Color Guard,
flag raisings, funerals, and so on.
For more information, you may contact:
Membership Chairman Charles Koppelman
at 609-655-3111 or Finance Secretary Edward Rappleyea Sr. at 732-257-1184.

Gone Fishin’

On April 26th, South Amboy fishermen Leon Letts, Mark Wahler, and Tom Jukus made their
annual Rainbow Trout fishing trip to Cobourg at Fort Hope, Canada.
As you can see by the “monster” trout, they had a great time! This picture shows Mark
Wahler holding his trophy fish. (Photos/info courtesy of Leon Letts)

Tom Jukus is pictured after hauling in this
beauty.

Leon Letts proudly holds his gigantic trophy
trout.

Fishing Flashes
By Teo “Weebles” Weber

Salt Water
Striped Bass fishing in Raritan Bay has
finally started. Both surf and boat fishermen
are catching fish. I saw 3 Stripers one evening
at Cliffwood Beach that were 30 inches or
better, about 12 lbs each. Short Bass are also
being caught and clams seem to work the
best. There have been some Bass caught in
the ocean surf at LBI and Island Beach. The
first Bluefish of the year have been caught
there and also in Great Bay, in addition to
the Bass, some Black Drum 20 to 30 lbs.
Expect Bluefish any time in Raritan Bay.
They are moving north. Blowfish made appearances in the surf and are stealing bait.
They are catching Winter Flounder in the
Shark River and Barnegat Bay, but they are
starting to move out to sea. Some Fluke have
been caught but had to be released since the
season does not begin until May 23rd. There
have been Weakfish caught in areas to our
south, some are quite large. Offshore Party
Boat fishing is Ling and a few Cod. Sea Bass

are moving in good numbers too. I’ve heard
of one Mackerel caught from a Party Boat
but most of the Mackerel are well offshore
which means no inshore Mackerel run.
Fresh Water
Due to disease problems at the hatchery,
Trout stocking is finished-only four weeks
were done. There will be no Trout stocking in May. My wife and I tried fishing the
Pequest 2 Sunday afternoons in April. On
one trip we caught 4 Rainbows, the largest
being 16 inches. On the other trip we caught
6 Rainbows up to 14 inches and of course we
even lost a few. Small plugs did the trick! We
tried again the first Sunday in May, but above
normal conditions and high water caused
by heavy rains made it a waste of time and
near impossible conditions. The Shad run in
the Delaware River has taken off. Boat and
shore fishermen are catching Shad in good
numbers at most locations along the entire
river from Lambertville on north.

Remember When?

In June 1981, a Raritan River Railroad train derailment took place at the Feltus St. Railroad
Bridge. The box car pictured here was put back on the tracks and taken to the Round House
for inspection, then put back into service. (Photo/info courtesy of Billy Leveille)
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“Instinct” is the name of this talented young rock ‘n’ roll band from South Amboy. Pictured
taking a break from rehearsal is (l-r) Steven Steele-lead guitar/lead vocals, Kyle Bielinskirhythm guitar/lead vocals, and Audrey Breen-drums/percussion. Missing from photo is
bass guitarist William Mugica.
The group plays classic rock, and is currently working on original songs. They perform at
local Open Mic Nights at the South Amboy Knights of Columbus #426, the last Friday of
each month, at Buddie’s in Parlin on Thursday nights, and played on May 22nd at South
Amboy HS.
Both Steele 17 years old, and Bielinski 16, are students of Brian O’Connor’s School of Music
in South Amboy, and also attend South Amboy HS. Breen 16 years old, is also a student
at South Amboy HS, and Mugica attends Middlesex County College.
“Instinct” will be releasing its first EP, titled “Too Bad” in July that will feature 5 or 6 songs,
including 2 or 3 original numbers. They will be giving it away for FREE at local South Amboy
businesses. The group is available to play at all events, and to hire “Instinct” for your special
occasion, please call Kyle at 732-725-5038. (Photo/story by Tom Burkard)

#1 Pop Hits-May 24

2005-Hollaback Girl-Gwen Stefani
1999-Livin’ La Vida Loca-Ricky Martin
1986-Greatest Love Of All-Whitney Houston
1975-Shining Star-Earth, Wind & Fire
1962-Soldier Boy-The Shirelles
1959-Kansas City-Wilbert Harrison

Cooking for Your
Health! A 3-part
Cooking Series

The way we eat can have a major impact
on disease prevention as well as successfully
battling diseases with which many people
have already been diagnosed. In this interactive cooking series, medical expert Susan
Naam will take you through different recipes
and cooking techniques that can help combat
cancer and diabetes. The final part of the
series will explore veganism, its benefits, and
how to transition to this lifestyle. Students
will walk away with information to help
them live longer, healthier lives all while
enjoying an interactive cooking class and
tasting delicious, healthful dishes.
Each class will take place at Sayreville Public
Library on the following dates. Sign up for
just one or all of the classes!
Eating to Fight Cancer-Monday, June 30,
6:30PM-8:00PM
Eating to Fight Diabetes-Monday, July 21,
6:30PM-8:00PM
Exploring Veganism-Monday, August 25,
6:30PM-8:00PM
Adults only, please. For more information,
contact Alaina at 732-727-0212 ex.25 or
email her at alainad@lmxac.org. You may
also register online at www.sayrevillelibrary.
org.

One Hit Wonders

1984-The Curly Shuffle-The Jump In
The Saddle Band; 99 Luftballons-Nena;
Give It Up-KC; The Warrior-Scandal featuring Patty Smyth; Desert Moon-Dennis
DeYoung; All I Need-Jack Wagner; Easy
Lover-Phillip Bailey with Phil Collins;
Breakin’…There’s No Stopping Us-Ollie
& Jerry; They Don’t Know-Tracey Ullman;
Let The Music Play-Shannon.

Open Mic

South Amboy Knights of Columbus
Council 426 holds their next Open Mic Friday May 30 at 8 PM. Anyone who wishes to
play and perform is invited. No cover charge.
Snacks and beverages available. For more
information call 732-721-2025.

Classic Cruise
Night

South Amboy Knights of Columbus
Council 426 holds a night of memories
Friday June 20 from 6 to 9 PM. Antique and
classic cars will be on display in the parking
lot at the Council Home at 308 Fourth St.
Snacks and beverages available. Bring a can
of food and recieve a free hot dog. For more
information call 732-721-2025.

#1 Country HitsMay 24

2001-Ain’t Nothing ‘Bout You-Brooks &
Dunn
1997-One Night At A Time-George Strait
1983-Common Man-John Conlee
1977-Lukenbach, Texas-Waylon Jennings
1969-My Life-Bill Anderson
1957-A White Sport Coat-Marty Robbins

Ocean Grove
Music Schedule

The Great Auditorium at Ocean Grove is
gearing for another exciting summer of top
musical performers. The dates and performers are: May 24-“A Salute To The Armed
Forces” with the Atlantic Wind Ensemble.
FREE Admission; June 28-The Platters,
Larry Chance & The Earls, The Chiffons,
Danny & The Juniors; July 3-Imperial Brass;
July 5-Ocean Grove Summer Band-FREE
Admission; July 10-Ji, a violinist; July 12Arrival, an ABBA Tribute; July 19-Neil
Sedaka; July 24-The Soloisti Ensemble;
July 26-The Beach Boys; July 31-The Grand
Orchestra and the Great Organ with organist
Gordon Turk and conductor Jason Tramm;
Aug. 3-Peter Yarrow, Noel Paul Stookey,
Maureen McGovern; Aug. 9-Kenny Loggins; Aug. 16-Ronan Tynan; Aug. 23-Johnny
Mathis; Aug. 30-The Belmonts, Emil Stuccio
& The Classics, The Drifters, The Coasters;
Sept. 1-“Holiday Encores” with Michael
Stairs and Gordon Turk; Sept. 6-Orchestra
of St. Peter’s By The Sea.
For tickets and more info call 800-5904064 or on-line at www.oceangrove.org.

St. Mary’s Class Of
’69 Reunion

St. Mary’s H.S. Class of 1969 will hold
its Reunion May 2, 2015 at White Sands,
Point Pleasant, NJ. The evening will include
Buffet, appetizers, dessert, unlimited coffee,
tea, soda. There will be a cash bar, guest
rooms available, handicapped accessible.
For more information, email: momznanci@
gmail.com or satimes1@optonline.net.

You Tube-In
By Tom Burkard

2000’s-Green Day’s “Wake Me Up
When September Ends reached #6 in
’05…”Wake Me Up” by Avicii was one
of the best songs of 2013…Warren Zevon
who died in 2003, wrote/recorded a terrific
song before his death, “Don’t Let Us Get
Sick.” Pat Guadagno performed a cover of
this in a studio version, which was played
on Showtime’s “Californiacation.” It’s a
very simple and beautiful song, and worth
listening to on youtube.com.
1990’s-Bruce Springsteen and Axl Rose
singing The Beatles’ “Come Together.”
1980’s-Jersey band Skid Row featuring Sayreville’s own Dave “Snake” Sabo
reached #4 with “18 and Life,”and also #6
on the charts with “I Remember You” in ’89.
“Youth Gone Wild” did not break the Top
40 for the band, even though it was wellreceived by fans all over the world.
1970’s -Check out Neil Young’s
original “Heart of Gold” in 1971…In ’72
Grand Funk Railroad reached #29 with
“Footstompin’ Music.” In ’75, now called
Grand Funk, the group went all the way
to #4 with “Bad Time.” It was to be their
last Top 40 hit…Check out “The Boss” in
his younger days, live in ’78 by typing in
Bruce Springsteen-Live 1978 Amazing Full
Concert Video Part 1…
1960’s-An area act, The Doughboys,
from Plainfield, NJ released a 45, which you
can hear on Youtube.com, called “Rhoda
Mendelbaum.” Still active today, they recently recorded “Black Sheep,” which has
a cool garage sound. To catch the group,
go to Youtube.com, type in The Doughboys
Then and now…On the country scene in
’69, Buck Owens topped the charts with his
version of Chuck Berry’s classic, “Johnny
B. Goode.”

Intro To Meditation And Self-healing

Meditation has been scientifically
proven to activate the relaxation response,
and as a result, almost every health condition
improves. Meditation can relieve anxiety,
mild to moderate depression, bronchial
asthma, fatigue, hypertension, infertility,
insomnia, backaches, headaches, abdominal
pain, muscle pain, joint aches, postoperative
pain, neck, arm, and leg pain. The list goes
on and on! Denise Morgan, a Shaman, Lightworker, Paranormal Investigator, Intuitive,
Teacher, Medium, Yoga Instructor, Certified
Personal Trainer and Exercise Instructor will
present an Introduction to Meditation and
Self-Healing at Sayreville Public Library on
Saturday, June 14 from 2:00 to 3:00PM.
The body is equipped with natural
self-repair mechanisms that repair broken
proteins, kill cancer cells, fight infections,
prevent aging, and maintain the homeostasis

of the body. When the body gets sick, whether
from the common cold or something more
serious, like heart disease or cancer, it’s almost always because the body’s self-repair
mechanisms have broken down, usually
because of stress.
In this introductory class, we will start
the meditation with breathing exercises and
progress into two, 20 minute meditations.
One meditation will be for relaxation and
the other will be for healing. There will
be a discussion period in between to touch
base with everyone to see how they are
progressing.
Adults only, please. For more information or to register, contact Alaina at 732-7270212 ex. 25, email her at alainad@lmxac.
org, or register online at www.sayrevillelibrary.org.

Looking to share your passion for knitting and crocheting & meet a few new crafting buddies? Enjoy this opportunity to pick
up a few new tips from fellow craft addicts at
this NEW, low-key club for folks who know
the basics, but want to take their addiction
to a whole new level! Bring your supplies
and your current craft project to Sayreville
Public Library on Thursday, June 12, from

6:30 to 8:00PM and let the fun begin!
This group is open to all residents,
adults only please. We meet on the second
Thursday of every month at 6:30PM. No
registration required. We hope to see you
there! For more information, contact Alaina
at 732-727-0212 ex. 25, or email her at
alainad@lmxac.org.

Stitchers & Knitters Anonymous Craft
Club

Music Trivia
Run, Etc.
By Tom Burkard

1.__Runaway Child Running Wild
2.__Run Joey Run
3.__Run To Him
4.__Run To You
5.__Run-Around
6.__Runaround Sue
7.__Run Away
8.__Runaway
9.__Runaway Train
10._Running Scared
Answers
1e 2g 3i 4c 5j 6a 7b 8d 9h 10f.
The talented rapping duet of Terry & Mr. Finesse had the crowd up and dancing at the
South Amboy Knights of Columbus Council #426 Open Mic Night in April. (Photo/info by
Joe Lotkowictz)

a. Dion
b. Real McCoy
c. Bryan Adams
d. Del Shannon
e. The Temptations
f. Roy Orbison
g. David Geddes
h. Soul Asylum
i. Bobby Vee
j. Blues Traveler
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School Sports
(As of May 16)
By Tom Burkard

Won-Lost Records
Baseball
South Amboy 13-2 Cardinal McCarrick/St. Mary’s 12-5 Sayreville 11-12.
Softball
Cardinal McCarrick/St. Mary’s 10-6
South Amboy 8-7 Sayreville 9-8.
Softball
Sayreville
The Bombers beat Colonia 6-3. Erin
Stvan plastered a homer and had 2 RBI.
Erin Fitzsimmons notched the big “W” and
struck out 5…JP Stevens nipped Sayreville,
5-4. Mary Kate Kersting had 2 RBI…The
Bombers blasted Edison, 14-2. Christina
Misiur had a huge 3-for-3 game with 3 doubles, and 6 RBI. Freshman standout Kelly
Duffy drove in 5 runs. Mary Kate Kersting
knocked in 3 runs to support winning pitcher
Erin Fitzsimmons…The Bombers behind a
brilliant 3-hit shutout by Fitzsimmons topped
Old Bridge 2-0…Dropped a 4-2 battle to
East Brunswick. Ryane Brush belted an
RBI double… Soph Miranda Wade drilled 2
hits, Duffy ripped an RBI double, and Misiur
added an RBI triple…Topped Woodbridge,
9-7 behind winning pitcher Fitzsimmons,
who fanned 11. Rebecca Wehrle hit a single
and double, to knock in a run, while Brush
orbited a 3-run homer…Walloped Woodbridge, 10-5, as Duffy led the way with 2 hits
and 4 RBI…Old Bridge topped the Bombers,
8-1…Winning pitcher Emily Cabrera fired a
2-hit shutout, while Misiur notched 2 hits and
an RBI…Piscataway pounded Sayreville,
12-6. Cabrera belted 2 singles, a triple,
and knocked in a run…The Blue & Gray
easily romped over New Brunswick, 12-1
in 6 innings. Fitzsimmons was the winning
pitcher, firing a 2-hitter and striking out 11.
She also got 2 hits and an RBI…Shocked
South Brunswick, 9-2 in a CJ Group IV
opening round battle. Fitzsimmons was the
winning pitcher and fanned 4. Erin Stvan
smacked 2 hits, and had 3 RBI.
Cardinal McCarrick/St. Mary’s
Undefeated Metuchen throttled the
Lady Eagles, 5-0 on a no-hitter by Nicole
Camera…Blasted Mother Seton, 13-0 on a
nifty 12-strikeout performance by winning
pitcher Jackie Riley, who also had a huge
day at the plate by belting a single, double,
home run, while driving in 6 runs. Brittany
Clayton and Melissa Adams drove in 2 runs
apiece…CM downed Middlesex, 4-1, as
Riley was once again overpowering, firing
a 4-hitter and striking out 13, while drilling
2 hits. Glenys Biloholowski and Samantha
Napoli also got 2 hits apiece…The Blue &
Gold dropped a doubleheader to Spotswood,
1-0, and 3-0. In the first contest, Riley took
the tough setback, but fanned 13. In game
2, she belted 2 hits, and Katrina Bialkowski
also added 2 singles…Lady Eagles ace
pitcher Jackie Riley blazed a nifty 4-hit
shutout, and struck out 15 as CM downed
Mother Seton 3-0. Brittany Clayton joined
an elite group by getting her 100th career
hit. Adams contributed 2 RBI…Dunellen
downed the Lady Eagles, 3-2…The next day,
CM bounced back and devastated Dunellen,
9-1 in the GMCT. Riely was the winning
pitcher, striking out 10, and racking up her
500th career strikeout in the 2nd inning.
Clayton blasted a 2-run homer, single, and
had 3 RBI. Samantha Napoli hit a single,
triple and drove in 2 runs.
South Amboy
Unbeaten South River slammed SA,
20-10. Alexis Wojtowicz rocketed a 2-run
triple, while Sabrina Myers added 2 RBI…
Spotswood hammered the Lady Guvs, 16-1
in 5 innings…Walloped Woodbridge Academy, 19-2 in 3 innings. Alissa Bikowski
blasted a grand slam home run, and drove
in 5 runs, while Myers went 2-for-2 with 3
RBI…Bikowski continued her torrid hitting
streak by setting one-game records that will
probably never be matched. She blasted
4…count ‘em…4 home runs and had 13
RBI, as SA outslugged East Brunswick
Tech, 31-27. Myers also had a big game,
going 5-for-6 with a double and 5 RBI, while
Cheyenne Moskal added 4 RBI…Perth

Amboy Tech nipped SA, 9-8. Cristina
Reyes and Vicky Reilly each had a hit and
scored 2 runs, while Erica Policastro added
an RBI…The Lady Guvs romped over East
Brunswick Tech, 17-2 in 4 innings. Reyes
ripped a single, double and triple, good for
4 RBI. Bikowski pounded 2 doubles and
drove in 4…SA plastered Piscataway Tech,
20-0 in 3 innings. Bikowski continued her
torrid hitting with a perfect 5-for-5 game
including a double, 3 RBI, and 5 runs scored.
Moskal and Reyes each hammered 4 hits
and drove in 3 runs…In the GMCT Play-In
round, Timothy Christian seeded #25 topped
SA, the #22 seed, 8-5. Vicky Reilly had a
perfect 4-for-4 game…The Purple & Gold
won over Woodbridge Academy, 10-5, as
Bikowski belted a single, and double, to
drive in 2 runs.
Baseball
South Amboy
Destroyed Dunellen, 14-1, behind winning pitcher Tim Kales, who ripped 2 doubles
and had 3 RBI. Dan Murphy drove in 2
runs…Walloped Wardlaw-Hartridge, 11-0.
Riley Rone blasted a double and drove in
2 runs, Murphy and Nick Kales each added
2 RBI…Annihilated East Brunswick Tech,
10-0. Keith Warzecha stroked 2 hits, stole
2 bases and knocked in a run, while Orville
Vazquez laced 3 hits and stole a base. Murphy
fired a 2-hit shutout…The Purple & Gold
powerhouse racked up its 10th successive
victory by hammering Highland Park,
12-1. Winning pitcher Tim Kales struck
out 8. Murphy pounded 3 hits and had 4
RBI, Vazquez and Tyler Oliveri stroked 2
hits apiece…South Amboy stopped Perth
Amboy Tech, 4-1 behind a 10-strikeout
performance by winning pitcher Danny
Gentile. Tim Kales lined a 2-run single,
while Nick Kales and Vazquez drilled twobase hits, as South Amboy ran its perfect
mark to (11-0)…The Guvs were knocked
from the unbeaten ranks by East Brunswick
Tech, 2-0… Pounded Piscataway Tech, 16-6.
Murphy and Vazquez each had a triple and
2 RBI. Tim Kales chalked up another big
“W”… #9 seed Spotswood topped the #8
seeded Guvs, 8-1 in the GMCT.
Cardinal McCarrick/St. Mary’s
CM pounded East Brunswick Tech, 144. Brandon Audet was the winning pitcher
and smacked a double, and triple to drive
in 5 runs…David Taylor’s 3-run double led
the Eagles to a 14-4 romp over Highland
Park…Hammered Academy Charter, 18-7.
Ray Prato ripped 3 hits, good for 4 RBI, and
Jeremy Arroyo belted a 2-run double…The
Blue & Gold beat Piscataway Tech, 7-2, as
Audet notched another victory, and Joe Afanador laced 2 hits and drove in a run…The
Eagles split a doubleheader with Dunellen,
winning the first game 3-1 on a fine effort
by Audet, who racked up another win. Dan
Lapa and Joe Afanador both drove in a run.
The Destroyers of Dunellen dominated in
Game 2, blasting CM, 10-0…The Eagles
walloped Wardlaw-Hartridge, 15-8, as
Afanador ripped 4 hits and scored 4 runs.
Audet added a homer and single, to rack up
5 RBI, in support of Tim Wiamer, who was
the winning pitcher…Dunellen shutout the
Eagles 4-0…
Sayreville
Powerhouse Old Bridge nipped the
locals, 1-0 despite a strong outing by soph
Peter Soporowski, who allowed only 6 hits,
and fanned 5…Edison plastered Sayreville, 10-0. Chris Eveigan and soph Brett
Dzamba had a double apiece. Winning
pitcher Ryan Shereyka fired a 5-hitter as the
Bombers nipped JFK, 4-3…Dropped a 1-0
heartbreaker to East Brunswick…Shereyka
continued his sensational pitching, and ran
his record to (3-0), allowing only 2 hits,
as the Bombers pounded Perth Amboy,
12-2 in 5 innings. Josh Guarnera and Dan
Rodriguez each blasted long 3-run homers.
Bobby Gambardella, Chris Ryan, Connor
Johnson and Soporowski contributed 2 hits
apiece…The Blue & Gray downed Perth
Amboy again, 5-1 behind winning pitcher
Johnson, who fanned 4. Eveigan drilled 2

hits…Shereyka excelled again, striking out
4 and notching his 4th straight win without
a loss. Gambardella and Ryan knocked in a
run apiece…Colonia clobbered the Bombers,
11-6…Sayreville stopped St. Joseph’s, 7-5.
Soph Brett Dzamba stroked 2 hits and had
3 RBI. Gambardella added a single and 2
RBI. Soporowski picked up his first varsity
win…The Bombers bowed to St. Joseph’s,
and Sayreville resident Brian Bielak who
turned in a phenomenal performance, allowing only 4 hits over 6 2/3 innings, while
striking out 10…The Blue & Gray bombed
Perth Amboy, 9-5 behind ace hurler Ryan
Shereyak, who notched another victory.
Sophs Sean McDonnell, and Dzamba, as well
as Ryan each put up 2 RBI…Winning pitcher
Soporowski struck out 5 to lead Sayreville to
a 3-2 win over Monroe…North Brunswick
stopped Sayreville 10-7. Gambardella and
Dzamba laced 2 hits apiece…Bowed to St.
Joe’s in the GMCT quarterfinals, 8-4, as
Bielak blasted a 2-run HR for the Falcons.
Gambardella had a single and 2 RBI, and
Eveigan added a single and RBI.
Boys Tennis
Sayreville
The Bombers edged Monroe, 3-2. The
singles winner was Anuj Tevar, and victorious in doubles were Darren Ha-Parth Patel;
Vrajesh Patel-Parth Merchant…Fell in CJ
Group 4 to Marlboro, 5-0.
South Amboy
SA bowed to Dunellen, 5-0…The
Governors fell to New Brunswick 4-1. The
doubles team of Hubert Maslowski-Kenny
Vergara notched a victory…Lost 3-2 to New
Brunwick. Kevin Dzioba won in singles,
and the doubles team of Maslowski-Vergara
won again.
Gorman Wins Gold
Cardinal McCarrick/St. Mary’s Kelly
Gorman became the first athlete in the
school’s history to win a GMC championship. The talented senior captured the gold in
the 800 by cruising in at a quick 2:16:81.

McCarrick Tops
Lady Guvs

Cardinal McCarrick/St. Mary’s softball
squad topped South Amboy, 7-4. Winning
pitcher Jackie Riley allowed 1 hit and struck
out 10 in 4.2 innings, and also hit a single,
double, home run, to drive in 3 runs. Kelsey
Edwards stroked 3 hits, Victoria Zayas ripped
a single, and double while knocking in a run,
and soph Brinn Hemingway had a perfect
2-for-2 game. SA was led by freshman
phenom Alissa Bikowski who pounded a
single and 2 doubles.

Eagles Select New
Coach

Cardinal McCarrick/St. Mary’s Eagles
boys basketball team hired Ben Gamble as
its new head coach. Gamble has been an
associate head coach under the legendary
Bob Hurley at St. Anthony of Jersey City.
He will be the Blue & Gold’s fourth coach
in four seasons, since Hall-of-Fame Coach
Joe Lewis retired from the post after the
2011-2012 season. Since his departure, CM
has had rough times, compiling an overall
(13-36) record.
Longtime McCarrick Athletic Director
Gil Pritchard received 14 resumes for the
coaching job, and he along with 2 others on
the selection committee chose Gamble. The
new head coach plans on having his troops
doing a lot of conditioning in the off-season,
and hopes to get them in some camps and
summer leagues before the official season
gets underway in December.

Hartsfield: Amazing Recordbreaker

Sayreville standout track & field performer, Myles Hartsfield captured 3 gold
medals to lead the Bombers to a 3rd place
finish at the Middlesex County Relays.
Hartsfield broke the Middlesex County triple
jump record with a 49-6.5, topping the old
mark by 1.5 inches. In addition, he registered
the best high jump at the meet, 6-6, and also
anchored Sayreville to a meet-record time

in the shuttle hurdles. The shuttle team
consisted of Benjamin Aidoo, Jordan Patterson, Shawn Abubakar, and Hartsfield, as
they finished 1:00:18 (To tie the meet record
of 1:00, set in ‘95 by JP Stevens).
Also bringing home the gold to Bomberland was the 4x100 team of Isaiah Copes,
Abubakar, Linwood Crump and Colin Winslow, who won in 42.57.

GMC Championships

Myles Hartsfield continued his surreal
streak at the Greater Middlesex Conference Championships at Jost Field in South
Plainfield. He topped the record he set the
previous week in the triple jump, by leaping
49-9.75. In addition, he had the top high
jump with a 6-6, matching his mark at the
Middlesex County Relays. Colin Winslow
Winslow captured the 400 in 49.55.2, and

also the 200-Meter Run in 22.31, and was
followed in 2nd place by teammate Linwood
Crump in 22:55. The Bombers 400-Meter
Relay team also won the gold. Hartsfield,
Abubakar, Crump, Winslow finished in
42.43. Rookie Coach Joe Slavik’s mighty
Bombers finished 2nd behind GMC champion South Brunswick.

Bombers Finish 3rd
In Penn Relays

The Sayreville Bombers talented boys
track team finished 3rd in the 4x100 at the
prestigious Penn Relays held in Philadelphia. The locals were seeded #8, but had a
superb performance from the foursome of
Myles Hartsfield, Shaun Abubakar, Linwood
Crump and Colin Winslow, setting a school
record by finishing in 42.48. De Matha
(Maryland) won the title with a 42.04, while

Bowie (Maryland) took 2nd place with a
42.40 showing.
To qualify for the finals in the large
schools division, the Bombers finished in
42.82, a time which ranked 15th out of 245
schools, and netted them the 8th seed. It was
also the second best mark for NJ schools,
finishing behind Paramus Catholic, which
had a time of 42.63.

Future Stars Basketball Camp

Middlesex County basketball “Coach
of the Year” John Wojcik, who guided the
Sayreville Bombers to an amazing 2013-14
season, will once again be the Camp Director
of the Future Stars Basketball Camp. The
camp, one of the finest around will run from
July 14-18, 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. On Friday camp

hours are 9 a.m. to 12 p.m.
Future Stars Basketball Camp is for
boys and girls entering grades 4th thru 9th.
For complete information, registration form,
etc., call 732-213-0677 or email: coachwojbombers@gmail.com.
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The Local Sports Memory Machine
By Tom Burkard

From The Sports Archives

1930’s-The powerhouse DeSantis AA (Mid County) baseball team featured top row (l-r)
Coach Jimmy Hyson, ?, Joe Petrosky, Joe Crowe, Bill “Smokey” Ryan, ?, John “Mikey”
Carroll, John Szatkowski, Gary Jankowski. Bottom row (l-r) Tom Zebro, Bill Stratton, Rudy
Sheffner, Bill Semoneit, Joe “Scoop” McCarthy, Charlie Steuber, Ed “Lefty” Zebro, Allie
Clark, Joe Conroy.

Kelly To Manage
Futures Team

Former Minnesota Twins manager,
Tom Kelly, who guided the club to World
Series Championships in 1987 and 1991,
was selected along with Hall-of-Famer Bert
Blyleven to manage in the All-Star Futures
game at Target Field on July 13.

Kelly, a former South Amboy/Sayreville
resident, who starred at St. Mary’s HS will
manage the U.S. team, and Blyleven will
skipper the world team. The MLB All-Star
Game is set for July 15 at Target Field.

The following is a list of the Friends of
Johnny Z. (Johnny Zdanewicz) & Woody
M. (Woody McCarthy) scholarship winners
through the years up until 1995.
1976-Michael Cleary-St. Mary’s, Christine Dill-Hoffman; 1977-Jeffrey Wilusz-St.
Mary’s; 1978-Judy Flannery-St. Mary’s;
1979-Tom Donnelly-St. Joseph’s; 1980Anne Noble-St. Mary’s; 1981-Jamie WhiteHoffman; 1982-Kathleen Regan-Hoffman; 1983-Maureen Flannery-St. Mary’s;
1984-Peter Smith-Hoffman; 1985-Craig

Gorczyca-Christian Brothers Academy;
1986-Sean McCarthy; 1987-RogerKuhnHoffman; 1988-Jennifer Noble-St. Mary’s;
1989-Kristine Kuziemski-Hoffman; 1990Jennifer Gumprecht-Hoffman; 1991-Kevin
Zebro-St. Mary’s, Gary Kuhn-Hoffman;
1992-Leo Cannon-St. Mary’s, Kevin Sturgis-Hoffman; 1993-Kim Morales-Bishop
Ahr; 1994-Nyree Arana-St. Mary’s, Beth
Ann Gregoreski-Hoffman; 1995-Kevin
Manion-Hoffman.

South Amboy Little Fellas League
First Aid 12 Lions 7-Tim Bloodgood
belted 5 hits and had 5 RBI. Al Johnson
stroked 3 hits for the Lions.
Daylight Bakery 8 K of C 5-Pat DeJoy
drilled 2 hits for the Knights of Columbus.
South Amboy Midget League
Mets 8 Orioles 7-Ricky Peterson belted
3 hits including a home run, and Billy Bright

also ripped 3 hits.
Cards 5 Mets 3-Bob Dowty and Ned
Faircloth poked 2 hits apiece.
Girls Softball
Senators 8 A’s 2-Mary Cooper clubbed
2 singles and a triple.
Royals 9 Jets 5-Ann Noble hammered
2 singles and a three-base hit.

1932-The Newsboys baseball team won
the first half championship of the St. Mary’s
Playground League, beating the Pirates 3-1.
Winning pitcher “Lefty” Mackiel allowed
just 5 hits, while losing hurler Frank Creed
gave up only 3 hits. Joe Quinlan was the
only player to garner 2 hits in the game.
The Pirates scored their only run when
Creed doubled and was singled in by Frank
Morgan.

The lineups were: Newsboys-Delikat rf
Stochel cf E. Lagoda ss A. Lagoda 1b Ryan c
Kluska 2b Zrebiec 3b Kurak lf Mackiel p. Reserve-McGregor rf. Pirates-Jensen lf Shawl
ss Kolo c Creed p Pelczar 3b McLaughlin
1b Morgan 2b Quinlan cf Holton rf.
The first half records were: Newsboys
4-1 Pirates 3-2 Rangers 3-2 Pine Ave. 2-3
Cubs 2-3 Runaways 1-4.

Friends of Johnny Z. & Woody M.
Scholarship Winners

Diamond Dust
1975

St. Mary’s Playground League

85 Years Ago

1929-St. Mary’s baseball team plastered
Cathedral of Trenton, 10-2, behind winning
pitcher Ed Carroll, who fired a 4-hitter and
struck out 16.

Beyond The Babe
Ruth League

We will be featuring a new summer column titled “Beyond The Babe Ruth League”
that will include memories and photos (we
hope) of South Amboy, & Sayreville MidCounty, Carleton, AABA (Johnstown, PA
Tournament), American Legion teams, etc.
Both towns had great teams, so if anyone
played on those teams and would like to share
their memories, game clippings, scrapbooks,
or photos with us, please e-mail: satimes@
aol.com or call 732-727-0398. Photos will
be returned in the condition in which they
are received.

Olivia Gorczynski (Cardinal McCarrick) star basketball player for Chestnut
Hill College has been selected to attend
The Career in Sports Forum (CSF) at the
National Collegiate Athletic Association
(NCAA) National Office in Indianapolis,
Indiana on June 5-8. She is a management
major who has aspirations of becoming an
administrative professional in sport, following her collegiate playing career.
The CSF is an annual educational
forum, hosted by the NCAA, which brings
student-athletes focused on a profession
in intercollegiate athletics together for 4
days to learn and explore potential careers in sports. The Forum is designed
to assist student-athletes in charting their
career paths, give them the opportunity
to network, and learn from professionals
in the same field…Christian Campbell
(Sayreville) has played in 44 games for

T.H.E.
Game

Glory Days
In
Local
Sports

1954-Rumson topped
Hoffman, 3-0 in baseball
play. Steve Malkiewicz
drilled 2 hits for the Guvs.
1964-Hoffman crushed
Croydon Hall, 10-5 behind
winning pitcher Harold Dennen, who struck
out 6. Frank Jankowski socked 2 singles and a
triple, while Jerry Drill laced 3 singles. 1976St. Mary’s softball club hammered Holmdel,
8-4 in state tourney play. Kathy Redling hit
for the cycle, going 4-for-4 with 4 RBI.
1986-Four Sayreville pitchers combined
on a 1-0 no-hitter victory over New Brunswick. Chris Cook started, winning pitcher
Joe Fioretti pitched the next 2 innings, Matt
Sullivan 2 innings, and Chuck Frobosilo
notched the save by striking out 2 in the
7th. The Bombers scored in the third, after
Ed Fischer singled, stole second, and scored
on a single by Frobosilo.
1994-Jim Christie fired a brilliant 6inning no-hitter and struck out 6, to lead
St. Mary’s to a 10-0 triumph over New
Brunswick. John Rios ripped 3 hits and had
4 RBI, Dan Krulikowski banged a single
and triple, while John Letteriello and A.J.
Wertz stroked 2 hits apiece. 2000-Kristin
Karbowski fired an amazing perfect game,
and went 3-for-3 at bat, with 2 RBI to lead
the Sayreville girls’ softball squad to an easy
10-0 romp over Highland Park in a GMCT
first round contest.

1968 Little Fellas
Draft

The South Amboy Little Fellas League
teams drafted the following players: JoToms-Matt Kurtz, Tim Mulcahy; LionsRonnie Keegan; Enterprise Fire Co.-Dan
Morgan, Ross Booker, Tom Reilly; RotaryRay Schnyederite, Lewis Claire; Progressive Fire Co.-Gary Lukacs, John Ludlow,
John Donnelly, Greg Kardos; Weiss-Walter
Zamorski, Andy Sabine, Warren Rappleyea,
Jimmy Foldi; K of C-Mike DeJoy, Robert
Bulman; First Aid-Rick Stillwagon, Greg
Lukacs, Ray Linderoth, William Sieke;
English Chevron-Tom Brown, James Brown,
Wayne Lee, Mark Pappa; Modern Transportation-Shaun Switzer, Gary Shereyka,
Joe Madura, Jack Stratton, Jan Marczak,
Tom Consentino, Jim Consentino, Walter
Brueckner, Jim Mulligan.

Year-1956
Sport-Baseball
Teams-St. Mary’s
(1-0) vs. Hoffman (0-0) in Game 1 of the
City Series.
Recap-In the fifth inning with the score tied
4-4, Jimmy Higgins walked, stole second,
Hoffman pitcher John Berry struck out
Frank Hackett and Tom Pristavec, and Bob
Kennedy popped up to the pitcher’s mound,
but the ball dropped untouched, for an error,
and Higgins running with 2 outs scored the
game-winner to give SM a 5-4 victory.
Pristavec’s long two-run homer over the left
field fence tied the game at 4-4 in the top
of the 3rd inning. John Graber ripped an
RBI double for the Eagles in the first, and
in the bottom of the second, Frank Vona
singled in George Gominger to make it 3-2
in favor of the Purple & Gold. Pristavec
was the winning pitcher, and Berry, who
pitched a brilliant 2-hitter took the tough
setback. Ed Sisko and Vona had 2 hits each
for Hoffman.
Player-of-the-Game-Tom Pristavec
The Lineups
St. Mary’s
Higgins lf Hackett cf Pristavec p Kennedy c
Corvino 3b Graber ss Joe Viggiano 1b Norm
Laricy rf Mullane 2b. Reserves-Thomas 1b
Hourahan rf Phillips 2b.
Hoffman
Vona 3b Berry p Sisko ss Bob Bloodgood cf
Mike Charmello lf Paul Poetsch c Dave Inman 2b Gominger 1b George Selover rf.

1978 Babe Ruth
League Draft

The following boys were drafted to
the following Babe Ruth League teams:
Komars-Dave Charmello, Walt Therkelsen,
Mike Conroy, Bob Dowty, Tony DeMaio,
Rich Isabella, Sean Loftus, Bill Tarallo; Mechanicsville-Rob O’Brien, Ronnie Smith,
Tim Moskal, Mark Noble, Tommy Murphy,
Tony Sattilaro, Carey Seres; Mario’s Sub
Shop-Ray Kelly, Jim Campbell, Tom Roberts, Tony Camporeale, Tim Bloodgood,
Joe Charmello, Gary Gatyas, Bob Nebus;
Independence-Ronnie Brown, Frank Brennan, Daniel Vinsko, Rich Wyzykowski, Sean
Regan, Jay Letts, Larry Stratton, Glenn
Munck; SA Trust Co.-Ron Richards, Joe
Szaro, Sean O’Connor, Marty Green, Matt
Green, Mike Buczynski, Warren Johnson;
Boat Club-Chet Guiro, Glenn Vona, Paul
Klimek, Larry Skarzynski, Walter Krzyzkowski, Bob Pearson, Mike Kraszewski,
Todd Zulin.

1963 All-State

Locals who made All-State baseball
teams picked by the Newark Evening News
back in ’63 were: St. Mary’s-Joe Pohl—2nd
Team All-State, All Groups outfield; 1st
Team Parochial & Private outfield; Art
O’Donnell—1st Team Parochial & Private
catcher. Hoffman-Pete Inman—1st Team
Group I shortstop; Dennis Wood—1st Team

College Notebook

Rutgers U. (25-22), and is batting .248 with
18 runs, 35 hits, 4 doubles, 11 RBI and 2
stolen bases…Krystal Pearson (Sayreville)
is having a super season with Brookdale CC
(39-7). She is stinging the ball for a .379 avg.,
with 24 runs, 47 hits, 15 doubles, 1 triple,
36 RBI, and 4 homers. In addition, she is
the #2 pitcher on the team with an (11-6)
record in 87.1 innings pitched, 62 strikeouts,
and a 3.21 ERA…Kristen Fitzsimmons
(Sayreville) is batting .241 with 8 runs, 20
hits, 6 doubles, 8 RBI and a stolen base for
The College of New Jersey (10-24). She
had her best games against U. Mass Boston
when she drilled 3 hits, including 2 doubles,
and against Muhlenberg with a single, double
and 3 RBI…Jimmy Kraivec (Sayreville) is
having a fine season with Centenary College
(19-17). He is (3-2), and in 33 innings, he’s
fanned 37, has a 3.27 ERA, and opponents are
only hitting .206 when facing him…Andrea

Group I pitcher; Manny Formoso—2nd
Team Group I catcher; Ken Wahler—2nd
Team Group I outfield.
Walt Peto, who coached St. Mary’s
basketball team in 1967-68 was a 2nd
Team All-State, All-Groups shortstop for
Irvington, and also a 1st Team Group IV
shortstop.

Garcia (South Amboy) is one of Middlesex
County College’s (12-10) top offensive
players sporting a .396 batting avg., 21 runs,
21 hits, 8 RBI, and a stolen base…On the
MCC (15-18) men’s baseball team, Matt
Bouthilette (Sayreville) leads the Colts in
batting with a .300, hits-30, and on-base pct.
.412. He has scored 16 runs, has 4 doubles,
10 RBI, and 4 stolen bases. Teammates
Matt Lavan (South Amboy) is hitting .255
with 11 runs, 12 hits, 3 doubles, 3 RBI,
and a steal, while Vincent Gambardella
(Sayreville) has appeared in 9 games and
is batting .154 with 4 hits, 2 RBI, 2 stolen
bases. Joe Smith (South Amboy) has seen
action in only 6 games and is at the .250
mark, with 4 hits, a double, and triple, while
Eric Pacansky (Cardinal McCarrick/St.
Mary’s) has played in only 1 game with 1
at bat for MCC…

Beyond The Babe Ruth League
40 Years Ago1974 AAABA Regional Tourney
By Tom Burkard

The New Brunswick AAABA baseball
team, featured many standout stars from
Sayreville and South Amboy, and competed
in the AAABA Regional Tournament, which
was played at New Brunswick. The talented
club advanced to the championship game
against Philadelphia, but fell, 8-1 and finished the tourney with a (2-2) record. Wally
Rondesko had a perfect 3-for-3 game, Eddie
Tyler laced 2 hits and stole a base, while
losing pitcher Mickey Duval singled in the
only run for New Brunswick.
New Brunswick was managed by
Sayreville’s Jim Greenhaus, who was assisted by Phil Arnello (Sayreville).
The roster consisted of Mike “Mickey”
Duval (Edison), Eddie Tyler (Sayreville),
Steve Makwinski (Sayreville), Joe “Moose”
McCarthy (South Amboy), Walt Rondesko
(Sayreville), John McNeil (Spotswood),
Kevin Spiecker (Sayreville), Wayne Kreiger
(Sayreville), Greg Diaz (Perth Amboy),
who is married to Mayor Wilda Diaz, Jim
Muldowney (Edison), Jeff St. Amour (South
Amboy), Rich Simon (Perth Amboy), Joe
Flynn.
The Regional Tournament Batting
Leaders
Batting averages/Rank in Tourney-Duval .556 #3, Rondesko .471 #6, McCarthy
.308 #10 tie, Muldowney .308 #10 tie.
Joe “Moose” McCarthy had the most
RBI (7) in the tourney, despite playing with
a serious injury. Duval score the most runs
(8), and tied for most hits (10).
Other averages for New Brunswick
players: Tyler .286, Diaz .250, Makwinski
.250, Spiecker .250, McNeil .182.
Joe “Moose” McCarthy, one of South
Amboy’s greatest power-hitting, all-around
talented catchers in history, shared his many
memories of this outstanding baseball
team.
“Wow! That team is a blast from the
past! I remember one thing about the games
we played leading up to the loss to Bristol,
who represented Philly in the regional, I
blew the hell out of my hamstring. That’s
why I played right field and at times second
base.
The first game was rained out, and I
remember Wally Rondesko was going to
pitch. He was a little upset, but I think he
pitched the next day. “Greenie” was the
manager and Phil Arnello from Morgan
was the coach. He managed the Sayreville
American Legion team that most of us played
on. A little known fact, most of us played
on the Legion team, the AAABA team, and
a team from Spotswood. Sometimes we had
to split the team, but we used to win, who’d
of figured? The pitchers were great—Steve
Makwinski, Wally Rondesko, Joe Flynn,

Summer Camp
Registration

Trinity United Methodist Church, 815
Bordentown Ave., will be holding its annual
Summer Camp program from June 30-Aug.
29. Registration is now for campers, ages
5-13. Call the camp today and ask about an
early registration discount and FREE T-shirt.
Campers will enjoy the shady, secluded
outdoor settings, as well as weekly themes
and field trips. The camp is staffed by an
enthusiastic staff and will be open weekdays
from 7 a.m. to 6 p.m. Please call 732-7213887 for more info or to register.

and I think Mickey Duval, who would come
in once and awhile for an inning or two of
relief. Then there was Jeff St. Amour, who
had some good innings when we needed
them. His slow curve was tough to hit. John
McNeil played first base, Kevin Spiecker
played outfield, and Ed Tyler second. Our
third baseman was Wayne Kreiger, who I
thought was good enough to get drafted.
Honestly, I though most of that team should
have played someplace after AAABA, either
D1 or minor league. I know Steve Makwinski
went to Dickinson and was drafted, Tyler-St.
Joe’s, Mickey signed with somebody, and
I went to Marshall. I think Simon played
for Perth Amboy St. Mary’s, but if he was
on the team, he had something to offer or
Greenie wouldn’t have had him there. Greg
Diaz caught after I killed my hamstring, and
he did a good job and had some good hits.
Actually, the whole team was blasting the
ball. I had a bunch of RBI, I don’t remember
the hits and how many I got, but we all hit
good, stole bases, bunts were there when
Greenie wanted them to be there. I think
Ed Tyler was the bunting guy on the team.
Mickey Duval was the best player I ever
played with and that includes college, Team
Budweiser, the Trenton League, the Newark
League and anywhere else I played. I’ll tell
you, Mickey had that baseball thing. I’m not
sure if Joey Keegan played on that team. I
know that summer, we played somewhere
with him. He was another good one. Tom
Kelly, Greenie and me went to see Joey
pitch for Wagner against Mak (Makwinski),
a good game.
Another memory from the last game
was the other catcher, he was a good one. I
think his name was Goodman or something
like that, and he was drafted very high by I
believe the Dodgers. Who knew? He taught
me a lot. After the game, we hung around
and he showed me the real way to throw a
runner out at second base. I did it so wrong
all those years.
Greenie did a great job, he’d moan and
groan, but he only wanted us to win. I also
remember the game at Memorial Stadium
in New Brunswick with the long outfield. I
think Mak and I hit homers. I was 16, and
was shaking in my spikes with scouts sitting
behind the backstop. I also remember spending a lot of time at Vito’s the trainer from
Sayreville. He iced my leg and did some
kind of electronic massage thing on the leg,
thanks to Greenie, who set it all up.”
Coach Greenhaus, who coached two
other teams that advanced to Johnstown, PA,
prior to 1974, said that “They were good kids,
good players, and they all played hard.”

Summer Baseball
Memories

Our new monthly column for the summer, “Beyond The Babe Ruth League” will
be a nostalgic trip into summers long ago, as
we take a look at the players who made up
the competitive teams that played other area
towns. We’re looking for former players,
coaches, etc. to share their memories, scrapbooks, clippings and photos (If any). The
teams we’re looking for would be from the
following leagues: AAABA, Mid-County,
Carleton, American Legion. If you can help
us out, please e-mail: satimes@aol.com or
call 732-727-0398.

Members of the South Amboy Fire Dept. brush up on their skills at the Piscataway Fire
Academy recently. (Photo/info submitted)
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WWW.?

This is a photo of a local establishment located in either Sayreville or South Amboy. If you
think you know the answer, e-mail it in to: satimes@aol.com. Winners will be announced
in the June 28th issue.

April Winners

The answer to last month “Mystery
Photo” was the Essay Tower located on
lower Main St. in South Amboy.
The big winners were Chuck Pickard,
W.T. Kross, Steve Mages, Pat & Bill Scully,

Marie English, Joan Fulham, Jerry Celecki,
Don Zrebiec, Walter Starzec Jr., Joe Prusik,
Lisa Grankowski, Mary Agnes Morris, Scott
V. Farina, Estelle Pluskota. Congratulations!

Here are some more South Amboy establishments submitted by our loyal readers.
Friendly’s; Letts Tavern; Who’s Booze.
Hrankowski’s Tavern; Corner Pub;
Music Box; JAG’s White Eagle Tavern. A
list from way back in 1950 shows the following: John’s Cocktail Lounge-276 Main St.;
Len’s Tavern Inc.-Corner of Center & Cedar
Streets; Borbely’s Gay 90’s Tavern-First St.;
T & W Tavern-442 Bordentown Ave.
Former local resident Kevin Beebe mentioned Bill’s Highlander, Martin & Millie’s
(Where was that located?), and Fritz’s’ Bay
View Inn (Where was that?). Who could
forget two of the most popular bars, with
excellent food in town, the Munckee Bar,
and Sciortino’s Harbor Lights? (Sorry ‘bout
that). Thanks Mark Moniello for telling us
about it.
Mary Agnes Morris of South Amboy
added Muff’s Tavern, which was on the
corner of John & Feltus Streets, and also
DeSantis Tavern on First St. She commented
that, “The Gem Café on Broadway, where
the Landmark is now, was owned by my
grandfather Edward J. O’Connor in the late
1800’s and early 1900’s.”
Former South Amboy resident Jerry
Connors shared his many memories of years
gone by. He mentioned that Adam’s Café
later became Spud’s on the corner of Feltus
& Augusta Streets; Locust Tavern-Feltus St.;
Clemmy’s, which later became Marty’s, and
then Club 500 on the corner of Feltus St. &
Washington Ave.; Juicy’s was on Broadway, and Reiner’s was also on Broadway;

Abby’s was on John St. and later on Stevens
Ave.; Szraga’s on John St.; Muff’s-Feltus &
John Streets; De Santis-First St.; Romeo’sBordentown Ave.; Julius’ then later VJ’s on
lower Augusta St.; Braney’s prior to becoming
Borbely’s on First St.; Gus George’s-Stevens
Ave. Jerry also said that, “The popular beers
of the 40’s and 50’s were R & H; Ballantine;
Schaffer; Krueger’s; Piels; Eichler’s; Trommers. Bud was considered top shelf.”
Bill “Biff” McKeon former South Amboy
and Sayreville resident recalled that “Juicy’s
was the place to be in the late 1940’s. Walt
Mickerson played piano and guitar on Friday
nights, and his pay was by tips only and everyone loved his music. He also worked for
my father Aloysius McKeon as a mechanic/
driver of railroad workers during World War
II. On Saturday night, he played down at a
bar in Cliffwood, and years later the place
was visited by major leaguers Joe Black and
Don Newcombe, and others. Juicy’s served
the most delicious hamburgers with grease
dripping from each bite. Ed and Joe’s on
Stevens Ave. & John St. across from the diner
was owned by my uncle Ed McKeon and Joe
was Joe Carney. They both drove buses for
Marathon Bus Co.”
John Brian Flanagan said that “Fritz’s
Bayview Inn was before the business became
Monaghan House.” He also asked “What bar
in South Amboy had the first color TV?” Send
your answer into satimes@aol.com, and we
hope Mr. Flanagan tells us the answer to his
trivia question for June.

Graduation Memories

1997-St. Mary’s High School covaledictorians Courtney Kierst (l) and
Michael Menno are pictured walking into
the commencement ceremony at the
school gym.

South Amboy Bars, Pubs,
Taverns & Clubs

1992-St. Mary’s graduates are thrilled on Graduation Day.

St. Stanislaus Kostka School held a spring food drive for M.C.F.O.O.D.S. to help replenish
the supply of food at the county distribution site. Pictured are middle school students by
the collection bins filled with donations for the Middlesex County distribution warehouse.
(Photo Submitted

OLV Senior Group
June Meeting

The OLV Senior Group will hold their
June meeting on Friday, June 6, at 1 PM in
Monsignor Dalton Hall. After a brief business
meeting, members are invited to attend the
annual end-of-the-year party. All members
must have paid their yearly dues No signups will be taken after Monday, June 2nd.
Please remember to bring a non-perishable
food for the St. Vincent de Paul Society. First
payment for the Finger Lakes Wine Safari is
due at the meeting. For further information
contact Teri at 732-727-7639.

Children participating in the Easter Service
at Christ Episcopal Church, South Amboy.
(Photo by Ellen Rusnak)
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Alissa Bikowski

(Photo by Tom Burkard)

Bikowski Blasts
4 Home Runs In
One Game
By Tom Burkard

South Amboy’s Alissa Bikowski blasted
an unbelievable 4 home runs and drove in
13 runs in one game, as the Lady Guvs
outslugged East Brunswick Tech, 31-27 in
a high-scoring battle! Bikowski, a talented
freshman catcher set new school records
for a single game with her amazing home
runs and RBI performance. (Photo by Tom
Burkard)

South Amboy Cops
Mayor’s Trophy

The South Amboy Governors baseball
team clobbered Cardinal McCarrick/St.
Mary’s, 18-2 in 5 innings to capture the
Mayor’s Trophy. Senior Danny Murphy
fired a beautiful no-hitter, and had plenty
of hitting support, with Tim Kales ripping
2 hits and getting 3 RBI, Jayson Olivares
went 3-for-4, driving in 3 runs, Tyler Oliveri
unloaded a 2-run triple, and Riley Rone
drove in 2 runs.

Kelly Gorman

Gorman Strikes
Gold for the First
Time
By Christine Altland

Kelly Gorman has become Cardinal
McCarrick’s first girl ever to win a Middlesex
County Track Title. Kelly set out with one
goal on Wednesday May 7, in the women’s
800 meter race; that was to win. She’s come
off of her best indoor season yet placing
2nd to Woodbridge in the 800 at the indoor
County Meet by .02 and second at the State
Group Meet to Gil Saint Bernard’s by 1
sec. She went on to place 7th at the Eastern
Championship finally in a new school record of 2:20. Kelly had different plans for
Wednesday. She finished the race crossing
the line smiling already knowing she had
won her first ever county title as well as
the schools first in a new school record and
personal best time of 2:16.8. Next up on the
track for Gorman will be the Non Public
B State Sectional where she will face Gil
Saint Bernard one more time. (Photo by
Christine Altland)
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How To Achieve
Success
By Al Gomolka Jr.
Times Poet Laureate
c. 1994

Begin with a dream
Maintain a positive attitude
Hard work, hard work, work hard
Steadfast in the face of setbacks and adversity
Realize and never forget that God is
Part of your support team.

Trip To Resorts
Casino

The Sayreville Seniors Thursday Club is
presenting a trip to “Cats Pajamas” show at
the Resorts Casino in Atlantic City on Sunday, June 22. Cost is $25 p/p. for the show
ticket plus $10 slot play. Bus leaves Mickey
Sedlak Parking Lot at 11 a.m. and returns
approximately 9 p.m. None members are
welcome. Any questions or for reservations
call Jack or Ann at 732-254-7263. Please
make checks payable to: Jack Floersch, 12
Nimitz Pl., Sayreville, NJ 08872.

Class Of ’74
Reunion
May 31

St. Mary’s HS Class of 1974 is planning
a Reunion for May 31 at Madison Hall/Fire
Dept. at 7:30. Please RSVP to Kathy McMahon Briggs at kbriggs56@comcast.net or
call 360-910-6779. Please leave your name
(and maiden name, if applicable), phone
number and e-mail address.

Did You Know?

The South Amboy Governors baseball
team had two coaches who won divisional
GMC Coach of the Year Awards. Joe Szaro,
now coaching at South Plainfield HS won
in 2010, as his Guvs finished (13-7), and
Dan Poulsen captured the award in 2013,
as his Purple & Gold club turned in a (136) record.

Ultimate Beefsteak
Dinner Fundraiser

The Rotary Club of Sayreville, South
Amboy and Old Bridge is hosting its 6th annual Ultimate Beefsteak Dinner Fundraiser
on Friday, May 30. Proceeds from this all
you can eat filet mignon dinner will benefit
area food banks. The event will be held at
Sacred Heart Memorial Hall in South Amboy.
Dinner will be served at 6 p.m. and is once
again catered by The Brownstone of “Real
Housewives of New Jersey.” The menu
includes antipasto, sliced beef tenderloin,
penne in tomato basil sauce, French fries,
dessert and hot and cold beverages. Cost is
$40 per person. A DJ will provide entertainment. For more info or to purchase tickets
call Glenn at 732-921-1468 or Jeff at 732921-1466. Tickets may also be purchased
at Pride Landscape Supply on Ernston Road
in Parlin.

NOTICE

South Amboy-Sayreville NonProfit organizations—Churches—
Schools—Fire Companies—First Aid
Squads, etc.
Please do not send flyers to us, or
call on the phone about your upcoming
events, and expect us to rewrite them
into news release form to print in The
SA Times.
We are only too happy to give you
FREE publicity, but do not have time to
retype the flyer into a release for you,
and then put it in the paper. Please type

Local teen, Bobby Nebus, 15, hauled in this
nice 22 lb., 38 inch striped bass while fishing
with his uncle Frank Nebus on South Amboy
Beach. Bobby, a member of the Berkeley
Striper Club, was recently awarded “Biggest
Fish Caught by a Youth Member for 2013,” for
a 13-lb. fish he caught last year. (Photo/info
submitted)

Prom Memories

The 1949 St. Mary’s Prom was held in the old gymnasium for the first time in the school’s
history. Pictured are the happy students, bottom row (l-r) Mike Kelly, Bill Duggan, Bob Lyons,
Alfie O’Connor, Richard Lyons, Bob Kenny, Fred Buckalew. The ladies top row (l-r) Sharon
Elliot, Jean Innes, Alberta O’Brien, Virginia Williams, Pat Hendricks, Pat Sneed.

The St. Mary’s HS gym was beautifully decorated for the ’49 Prom. Seated (l-r) Alfie
O’Connor, Virginia Williams, Bob Kenny, Pat Sneed. Standing (l-r) Bob Lyons, Alberta
O’Brien, Jean Innes, Bill Duggan.
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Flea Market-June 7

First Presbyterian Church of Sayreville
will hold its annual Flea Market on June 7
from 8 a.m. to 2 p.m. at the church, 172 Main
St., directly across from Borough Hall.
Vendor spaces are available at the cost
of $15 for one or $25 for two. There will
be a limited amount of tables available for
an additional $5. Reserve your space now
by calling 732-257-6353 or email: churchoffice172@optimum.net.

Concert At
Sayreville

The William Hart Strecker Band (Soft
Rock/Country) will perform in concert at the
Senior Center, Main St., Sayreville on June
3rd at 7:30 p.m. The event is sponsored by
the Cultural Arts Council of the Borough
of Sayreville, and all ages are welcome to
attend. Admission is FREE and there will
be light refreshments. For more info call
732-690-4712.

City Wide Yard Sale

The City of South Amboy will sponsor
its huge City Wide Yard Sale on Saturday,
June 21st from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. All South
Amboy residents can participate at no cost
just by flying blue and white balloons at their
home to alert shoppers! No registration is
necessary! Information on this event will
also be placed in the Home News Tribune,
Community Publications, SATV Channel
15, and The South Amboy Website: www.
southamboynj.gov. Please contact events@
southamboynj.gov with any questions.

Summer Daycare
Program

Raritan Bay Catholic Preparatory
School, Sacred Heart Elementary Division,
is offering a Summer Daycare Program.
Children ages 3-6 are eligible. The program
runs from July 7—August 22. For more
information, please call 732-721-4300.

Dangerous Luggage Carousal
Whether for business or pleasure traveling is hard on your back. You spend time in
uncomfortable seats, unfamiliar beds, and
carrying heaving suitcases through airports
and hotel lobbies. Its time to give your back
a break.
Lighten your load and resist the temptation to pack everything in one carry-on. If
you want to avoid checking luggage pack
only what you can carry comfortably. If you
carry a garment bag, suitcase, or laptop case
remember to balance the load.
The next time you buy luggage look for
light weight suitcases with built in rollers.
The front wheels should turn around corners
easily while the back wheels remain in place.
Rubber wheels are a must for protection
against slips and slides.
Overhead loads can be difficult to lift.
If you have to lift an object that is above
shoulder level use a step stool or ladder
to avoid leaning and over-reaching. Test
the weight, if it is under 25 pounds slide it
towards you and hug it close to your body
as you descend.
Reaching into a luggage carousel to lift
suitcases off makes the standard lift impossible. In this situation position yourself as
close to the carousal as possible. Stand with
your feet shoulder length apart and slightly
bend your knees and squat bending at your
hip joints “not your waist”. Slide the suitcase
as close as possible and lift with your leg and
hip muscles. Tighten your stomach muscles
as your lift and if possible rest your knees
against the side of the carousal for support.
If you think it is too heavy to lift “Get Help”.
As always an once of prevention is worth a
pound of cure. Have a great summer!

Local Wildlife

June 2007-This great photo was taken at Applegate’s Pond in South Amboy by South
Amboy’s late and beloved Judge Joseph Hoffman. (Photo by Joseph Hoffman, courtesy
of Virginia Stillwagon)

This huge Red-Eared Slider turtle is covered with mud after coming up from a long winter’s
rest at the bottom of Applegate’s Pond at the South Amboy Waterworks. (Photo by Tom
Burkard)
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Talk Of The Towns
(Continued from page 2)

Amboy, as well as a Third Degree member of Our Lady of Victories Council 2061,
Sayreville. Stella Chitren, 95, of Sayreville
died on April 22. She was a longtime rectory
cook at St. Stanislaus Kostka Church, and
a member of several local social organizations. Paul Slovik 91, formerly of Morgan
died on April 22. He was a Past Grand
Knight (PGK) of OLV Knights of Columbus 2061, Sayreville. Rose Mancini, 86,
formerly of Morgan died on April 25. She
was the owner of Roseann’s Beauty Parlor in
Morgan for many years. John Lapa Jr., 88,
of Parlin died on May 3. He was a former
member and vice-president of Sayreville
BIC. James McCoy, 94, formerly of South
Amboy died on May 4. He was a Past Grand
Knight (PGK) of South Amboy Knights of
Columbus Council 426, a founding member
of Frog Hollow Swim & Tennis Club, South
Amboy, longtime swimming official, who

officiated at the Olympic Swimming Trials
in 1984 at Indianapolis, and coach of the
1960 Yankees South Amboy Midget League
baseball team that played at the old Sacred
Heart Field. John Kieras, 82, of Parlin died
on May 6. He was a Corporal in the U.S.
Army during the Korean War, and received
a medal and 3 bronze service stars. Warren
“Wally” Luther, 81, formerly of Sayreville
died on May 9. He was active in Sayreville
Little League baseball and youth basketball
at Our Lady of Victories. “Wally” also
served on the Sayreville Planning Board.
Thomas Starace, 88, of Sayreville died on
May 11. He was 2-time Past Exalted Ruler
with Woodbridge BPO Elks Lodge #2116,
and also a founding member of the South
Amboy Old Timers Skating Club.
These very special people touched many
lives along the road of life, and will never
be forgotten.
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Wake Up! Come
Out And Play
Night Owl Bingo

St. Stanislaus Kostka Church is sponsoring a Night Owl Bingo on Sat., April
26. Doors open 9 p.m., and games start at
11 p.m. There will be FREE COFFEE all
night, and the kitchen will be open with a
late night menu. Bingo will be held at the
St. Stan’s School Gym, 225 MacArthur
Ave., Sayreville. For more info call Debbie at 732-613-0517 or the Parish office at
732-254-0212.m

Auxiliary Meeting

Ladies Auxiliary 4699, on Jernee Mill
Rd. in Sayreville will hold its monthly meeting May 27 at the Post Home. There will
be a memorial service for all the deceased
members, and the installation of officers for
2014-2015. Refreshments will be served.
For more info call 732-264-3041.

Obituaries

Baumgartner, Andrew “Andy,” 92, of
South Amboy died on April 19.
Brown, Ermalinda “Erma,” 82, of South
Amboy died on May 3.
Carone, Patricia, 70, of Parlin died on
April 12.
Chacon, Laura J., 47, of Melrose died
on April 11.
Chitren, Stella F. Jurkiewicz, 95, of
Sayreville died on April 22.
Cinnirella, Mario A., 60, formerly of
Sayreville died on May 3.
Conlogue, Elizabeth A. “Betty,” 83, of
South Amboy died on May 16.
Corrente, Irene Pashytnuk Nelson, 81,
of Sayreville died on May 7.
Curtis, Alice V., 92, of Parlin died on
April 27.
Florczak, Daniel, 71, of South Amboy
died on May 13.
Fulton, Robert, 68, formerly of Sayreville died on April 6.
Golden, Howard A., 86, of South Amboy
died on April 28.
Gonsalves, Caitlin “Cat” Rose , 26, formerly of South Amboy died on April 17.
Hillman, Robert J. Sr., 56, of South
Amboy died on April 22.
Hubka, Martin J., 66, of Parlin died on
April 24.
Jankowski, Barbara A. Patterson, 72,
formerly of South Amboy died on May
11.
Jankowski, Kathleen Nagle, 99, of South
Amboy died on April 21.
Jasko, Steven, 61, of Parlin died on
April 11.
Johnson, Thomasina, 82, formerly of
Sayreville died on April 9.
Kaprowski, Tanya L., 38, of South
Amboy died on April 28.
Kieras, John A., 82, of Parlin died on
May 6.
Kirk, Al “JR” Jr., 59, formerly of Parlin
died on April 16.
Kornacki, Joan M. Kuczynski, 66, of
South Amboy died on April 19.
Lapa, John P. Jr., 88, of Parlin died on
May 3.
Lebeda, Marie S., 86, of Sayreville
died on May 9.
Luther, Warren “Wally,” 81, formerly
of Sayreville died on May 9.
Lynch, Margaret A., 88, of Parlin died
on April 18.
Mancini Rose T. Manzo, 86, formerly
of Morgan died on April 25.
Marczak, Adam, 89, of South Amboy
died on April 17.
Mayernick, Andrew M., 74, of Sayreville died on May 4.
McCoy, James A., 94, formerly of South
Amboy died on May 4.
Megill, Henry “Hank”, 82, of South
Amboy died on May 15.
Miller, Dorothy A. Harris, 91, formerly
of South Amboy died on May 15.
Prusik, Charles W., formerly of Sayreville died on March 31.
Richards, Lewis W. III, 58, of Parlin
died on April 15.
Severino, Anna M., 86, of Parlin died
on May 7.
Silva, Christopher N., 81, of Sayreville
died on April 30.
Slovik, Paul S., 91, formerly of Morgan
died on April 22.
Starace, Thomas B., 88, of Sayreville
died on May 11.
Suravlas, John, 69, of Parlin died on
April 23.
Theurich, Ruth Ann, of Parlin died on
May 12.
Toth, Lawrence P., 73, of South Amboy
died on April 21.
Urbanski, Adeline “Adele,” 92, of
Sayreville died on April 14.

Obituary

Former South Amboy resident Renee
Kotula, age 55. passed away on February
19, 2014, at her home in Chapin, South
Carolina.
Renee was predeceased by her parents, James P. and Kathleen Nemeth, and
a brother Samuel Nemeth.
She is survived by her loving husband of 36 years, Jerry Kotula Sr, and
their daughter and son-in-law Sharon and
Donny Giordano, Irmo, SC and sons Jerry
Jr. and daughter-in-law Taylor Kotula,

Irmo SC, Scott Kotula serving with the
US Navy in the Mideast, and Jason Kotula,
Columbia, SC, and five grandchildren,
Wesley, Katherine and Caleb Kotula, and
Jillian and Linda Giordano.
Renee is survived by her brothers and
their spouses, James A. and Carol Nemeth
of South Amboy, Carl and Lisa Nemeth of
San Diego, CA, Robert P. and Margaret
Nemeth of Parlin, and Kevin and Janeanne
Nemeth, of Hazlet, NJ.

Then & Now

1958-This is a view of the major construction work on the Deep Cut Bridge looking from
the Washington Rd. side in Sayreville going towards South Amboy.

This shows the bridge from South Amboy looking towards Washington Rd. and Main St. in
Sayreville. Does anyone remember the old railroad track pictured here, that was located
near the bridge?

Another view looking towards Sayreville. Notice the billboards in the background? That is
where Rite Aid is located today. (Photos courtesy of Al Gomolka Jr.)

This is a slight curve in the road near the Deep Cut Bridge today.

A view of the bridge today, looking from the South Amboy side towards Sayreville. (Photos
by Tom Burkard)
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Cardinal McCarrick Signs Two to
Division 1 Programs for Running

Pictured standing (l-r): Head Coach Christine Altland, Athletic Director Gil Pritchard, Edward
Downes, Mary Ann Downes, Peter Gorman, Charles Gorman, Kerri Gorman, Patrick Gorman
Chris Gorman. Seated (l-r): Briann Downes, Kelly Gorman.
Kelly Gorman will attend Manhattan College on a running scholarship in the fall where she
we be competing on the cross country, indoor and outdoor track team. Kelly Gorman is the
current school record holder in the girls 800, 1600, 3200, and is part of the school record in
the girl’s 4x400 relay which was set a few weeks ago at the Penn Relay’s in Philadelphia.
Briann Downes will be attending Rider University where she will be competing on the cross
country, indoor, and outdoor track teams. Briann is also part of the school record 4x400
relay team. Both girls will graduate May 31, with high honors from the school. (Photo by
Brian Stratton)

Aquatics Fitness
Center

Are you and your family looking for
something different to try  this year? The
Aquatics and Fitness Center located in
Parlin, N.J. is serving up fun and exciting
new activities each member  of your family will surely enjoy! Our value-friendly
membership  pricing keeps your budget in
mind while keeping everyone active  and
engaged year ‘round. We offer a wide array
of enrichment  programs including summer
camp, swim lessons, child watch,  basketball
skills & drills, GATORS, soccer and more!
For teens  and adults, group exercise classes
are all free with your
membership! This includes Spin,
Zumba, Les Mills and Boot Camp  just to
name a few! Don’t forget to inquire about
our personal  training packages and think
of us for your child’s next birthday  party!
Interested in learning more or want to
visit? Go to  www.TheAquaticsCenter.
com to  submit your basic information for a
one-time free guest pass! Be  sure to come
by to pick up our current program guide. If
you are  interested in learning more about
our summer camp program, we  are offering
parent orientations June 23 at our  facility
on 333 Cheesequake Road at 7pm. For more
info call  (732)-317-0333.

Children’s Summer
Reading Club

Join us at Burke’s Park for the Sayreville
Library’s Summer Reading Club Kick-Off
*Balloons *Face Painting *Air Brush Tattoos
*DJ *Reading Club Registration *Fresh
Cotton Candy - Fun for the whole family!
Saturday, June 21, 11AM-1PM at Burke’s
Park, Washington Rd. & Lakeview Dr. in
Sayreville. This program is sponsored by the
generosity of the Friends of the Sayreville
Library. Summer Reading Club registration
is open to residents of the Borough of Sayreville. For additional information please call
732-727-0212 ext. 5 for Leah or ext. 26 for
Marie or visit www.sayrevillelibrary.org.

Remember When?

1981-The South Amboy Boat Club
Commodore Joe “Scoop” McCarthy announced that the 11th annual Christmas
in July Festival would be held on July 11,
1981. The festival, coming in the heat of the
summer, caught on in a big way, as locals
enjoyed the parade of boats, decorated to
reflect the seasonal spirit.
In addition, Santa Claus visited boatowners at Viking Marina’s Float No. 2
before 30 youngsters from the Division of
Youth and Family Services arrived at the
South Amboy Boat Club, where they were
treated to an afternoon of fun with games,
refreshments, and Santa’s visit. They also
got to look at a firetruck, an ambulance and
a police car.
Music was provided in the boat parade
by the lead boat, and all decorated boats fell
in line, with Santa bringing up the rear of the
flotilla. Over 30 boats participated and top
awards were given for the Best Decorated,
and the Best All-Around boat. All the boats
entered also received an award.

THE SMOKE COLUMN
by Staff Writer
Richard Kosmoski

The South Amboy Fire Department
operates like most other volunteer fire
departments in the county when responding to emergency situations because of the
requirements of using the Incident Command
System (ICS). This System allows for a structured type of hierarchy and must be followed
by all responders. It is a set of guidelines
that can be adapted to any situation, be it an
unplanned catastrophic emergency or a well
planned out community event. The ICS has
been mandated by the federal government
and is used throughout the country, from the
small rural communities to our largest cities
for the past thirty years. When assistance
is needed in surrounding communities or
states, responders are all using the same
system for their command structure which
results in less confusion, more efficient use
of resources, and lowers the incidence for
death or injuries to responders. The fire chief
is usually the Incident Commander and in
charge of all activities at the incident. The
ICS provides valuable structured information on an incident from the time the first
alarm is initiated until the final paperwork
is completed.
In an interview with the 2014 South Amboy Fire Department Chief Brett Coyle, he
discusses his position as “Chief” and his love
of the fire service. He is like most dedicated
fire fighters, you either love the job of helping others and the risks involved and remain
in the fire service for many years or you get
a taste of it and say “this is not for me.” It
takes a dedicated individual to get up at two
in the morning, with temperatures hovering
at 10 degrees, to fight a fire for hours and
spray water that freezes the minute it comes
in contact with the surrounding area or on the
fire fighter himself. Dedicated fire fighters
train constantly for these types of calls and
Chief Coyle is no different.
Chief Brett Coyle was born in New
Brunswick in 1969 and resides on Railroad
Avenue with his wife Tricia, daughter Karyssia, and son Matthew.
The Chief joined Progressive Fire
Company in 1995 and advanced through the
company officer ranks until being elected
2nd Assistant Fire Chief in mid 2011. Under
the old structure, the term of the fire chief
would start in mid-year to coincide with the
City’s fiscal budget. This was confusing and
different than most other fire departments
in the county where the chief serves from
January 1st through December 31st. The
Chief’s term has now been changed and will
coincide with the calendar year.
Chief Coyle’s most memorable fire occurred on February 28, 2005 when the Olde
Towne Deli caught fire and burned. This was
one of the largest fires on Broadway in recent
memory and occurred on a windswept, cold,
wintery day which attributed to its intensity.
When heavy winds occur during a fire it is
difficult, if not impossible, to determine the
strategy to use in fighting that type of fire.
Chief Coyle joined the SAFD because

he enjoys helping people in their time of
need and especially working with the other
members of the SAFD. What vividly stands
out in the Chief’s memory is the night during
the height of Hurricane Sandy, when he and
three other fire fighters went trudging down
lower Augusta Street, with flood waters as
high as their chests, to rescue trapped civilians in their homes.
The Chief considers training a valuable
necessity for the fire service. With all the
new technology, equipment, and building
materials on the market today, anyone who
doesn’t keep up with the times will soon
become the “dinosaur.” Our up and coming
chiefs of the future must be highly trained
and progressive in their way of thinking.
Serving with Chief Coyle as 1st Assistant
Chief is Mike Geraltowski and 2nd Assistant
Chief John Kelly.
It is well known that not much burns
down in “The Pleasant Little City” but when
that alarm activates, the dedicated men and
women of the SAFD are out there ready to
battle the worst of the worst. Their unwavering dedication to the City and its residents
is second to none. In the fire service there
is camaraderie that is not found anywhere
else, where we can poke fun about ourselves
or our buddies about a particular call or incident but it is all done with respect toward
each other. The fire department can build
friendships that last a life time.
The Chief has enjoyed his 2 1/2 years
as an Assistant Chief and is really enjoying the first few months of this year as the
“Fire Chief.” Some say they would never
run for Chief, and to that I say one year is
not enough.
Thank you Chief for your time and may
you have an enjoyable and safe year!
As we observe the Memorial Day
Holiday, let us remember the true meaning
of the holiday and pay tribute to our brother
fire fighters who we have answered their
final alarm during the past year. Rest in
Peace Brothers!
Douglas Sprague
Ex-Captain
Morgan Hose & Chemical Co. No. 1
John Szatkowski
Ex-Chief
Protection Engine Co. #1
Gerald McCracken Ex-Chief
Mechanicsville Hose Co.
Chief Hank Megill			
Protection Engine Co. #1
Thomas Suchorski
Fire Fighter
Enterprise H & L Co. #1
Adam Marczak
Ex-Captain
Protection Engine Co. #1
Richard Kosmoski, MS, has written
for many nationally recognized fire service
publications. He has a BA in History and a
Masters in Emergency Services Management. He has been a member of the Sayreville Fire Department since 1974. If you
have any information related to the local
fire departments and would like to submit it
for consideration and possible publication,
email to satimes@aol.com.

WORLD CUP SOCCER VIEWING
  By Tony G..

It’s that time again. It hard to believe
that it was four years ago when the world
was riveted to the most watched tournament
on earth. It was beamed to us from South
Africa and what most of us remember from
the games was the annoying sound of the
Vuvuzelas. That’s not going to happen
again because in less than three weeks the
tournament will be held in Brazil and the
sounds we will be hearing will have a bit
of a samba rhythm.
Over two years ago 204 countries began
playing games that would culminate in what
is called the World Cup Finals. The top 32
teams will head to Brazil to vie for the Jules
Rimet Trophy, the World Cup. The games
begin on June 12 and run through July 13.
South Stevens Pub will play host to
the viewing parties. It will one of Central
Jersey’s best places to watch the games.
With their 12 big screen tv’s, full kitchen
and friendly service everyone attending

is going to have a great time. Bar owner
Matt Van Leeuwen, former East Brunswick
basketball standout, says that he is excited
to be hosting these games. He is planning
drink specials, giveaways etc. to make the
experience a memorable one. Check the local
sports pages for the game schedule.
The United States team is in one of the
groups known as the “Group of Death” because of the strength of the other teams. The
first big game for the USA will be against
Ghana on June 16 at 6pm. Ghana defeated
the USA in the last two World Cups. We then
play Portugal on the 22nd at 6pm and finish
up against Germany on the 26th at 12 noon.
We play each team once. The top two teams
will then advance to the knockout round
meaning you lose you go home.
All the games will be shown so show
your colors and come out and join the millions of others who will be watching. See
you at the pub!

Sayreville Police Hold
Memorial Ceremony

The Sayreville Police Dept. held its
Annual Memorial Ceremony on May 14th
in front of Police Headquarters, “In memory
of the deceased members of the Sayreville
Police Dept. Their integrity, courage and
devotion to duty will never be forgotten.”
The event, attended by approximately 150
people, was presented by Sayreville PBA
Local 98 & Sayreville Police Dept.
The program went as follows: WelcomeDet. Sgt. David Lasko; Singing of the Star
Spangled Banner-Ptl. Gabriel Lugo; Invocation-PBA Local #98 Chaplain Father Ken
Murphy; Widows & Family Greeting-Det.
Sgt. Lasko; PBA President’s Remarks-Ptl.
Douglas Gumprecht; Chief’s Remarks-Chief

John Zebrowski, who presented a most informative speech; Mayor’s Remarks-Mayor
Kennedy O’Brien; Wreath PresentationsChief John Zebrowski, Ptl. Gumprecht, Ptl.
Robert Horsch; Floral Presentation to the
families of deceased police officers-Capt.
Ronald Batko, Ptl. Robert Horsch; Colors
to Half Mast-Det. Louis Becker; Deceased
Officers Roll Call-Det. Robert Bruce, Det.
Joseph Wolski; 21-Gun Salute-Sayreville
American Legion #211; Taps-Sgt. Peter
Skarzynski; Bag Pipes-Dispatcher Mark
Hurley; Conclusion-Det. Sgt. David Lasko.
Following the ceremony, everyone was invited into the complex for refreshments.

The Connections Program of Catholic
Charities, Diocese of Metuchen, a voluntary
child to adult match program is seeking
adult volunteers to provide a positive friend
relationship to children and youth that have

suffered a loss or has special needs. If you
are interested in learning more about Connections Adult Mentoring Program, please
contact Jeanette Cullen at 732-738-1323.

Connections Program Seeks Volunteers

The South Amboy High School Players proudly presented Meredith Willson’s The Music
Man last month to near capacity audiences. Over 90 students from the Elementary, Middle
and High School were involved with the production! (Photo by Brian Stratton)
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Pictured at the Sayreville Police Annual Memorial Ceremony is (l-r) AnnRita Bartlinski (John’s
mother), Sgt. John Bartlinski, his wife Cathy Bartlinski, and sister Mary Bartlinski

SOUTH AMBOY ELEMENTARY
ACADEMIC ACHIEVEMENT MP 3

HONOR ROLL WITH DISTINCTION
– FOURTH GRADE - Isabella Bielinski,
Louis DeGrazia, Robert Dieckman, Emily
Drill, Makayla Jones, Aidan Kenny, Skylar
Krass, Cori LaVigne, Alexis Moakler, Tatjana Roessle, Stefan Trailovic, Jonathan
Wen, Alexandra Zaretsky
HONOR ROLL – Angie Aquino,
KatieLynn Breur, Zalet Castillo, Jenna
Dragotta, Adam Eldeeb, Elizabeth Fookson,
Taylor Gliese, Aphrodite Hernandez, Joseph
Jamolawicz, Guinevere Kennedy, Christina
Leveille, Luke Knapik, Aiden Mahoney,
Margarita Marin, Alison McLaughlin,
Zachary Pawlik, Lucia Racioppi, Michael
Rojewski, Ryan Rosseter, Donovan Savage,
Keara Skokowski, Raquel Yanez, Anthony
Vella
HONOR ROLL WITH DISTINCTION
– FIFTH GRADE – Jacey Buczek, Jakob
Mercado, Steven Pieklo, Zachary Pyle

HONOR ROLL – Michael Abbatiello,
Alex Chiu, Olivia Fernandez, Tyler Hoeschele, Andrew Juhass, Landon Lepardo,
Jeremias Mandry, Shane Murphy, Lili Poland, Harris Pyo, Jake Szatkowski, Xavier
Vanterpool
HONOR ROLL WITH DISTINCTION
– SIXTH GRADE – Melissa Abbatiello,
Kailie Arsenault, Hammad Farooq, Joseph
Finnegan, Alexa Noon, Nashari Payano,
Caroline Sadelski, Emma Schaefer, Aliyah
White
HONOR ROLL – Zechariah AdamsDuckson, Jaden Agnew, Jagger Agnew,
Christopher Almeida, Brendan Brown-Soper, Cassidy Caprari, Jayana Correa, Philip
Joks, Sarah Knapik, Alyure Kay-Flagg,
Nicholas Luisi, Madison Moskal, Bryan
Pena, Jacob Ross, Evan Schaaf, Rachel
Tavarez, Mary Ann Walsh

Fireworks Return To The Amboys
By Steve Schmid

Cardinal McCarrick/St. Mary’s High School presented Bye Bye Birdie to enthusiastic audiences
last month. A great job was done by the cast and crew! (Photo by Brian Stratton)

The South Amboy Middle/High School Student Council held a Walk to benefit Kayla’s
Crew on May 1st. The proceeds from the walk will go to C.H.O.P. (Children’s Hospital of
Philadelphia), Thank you to all who participated. (Photo by Brian Stratton)

This plaque was erected one year ago in May 2013 by the Historical Society of South
Amboy, to explain and remember the unfortunate explosion that occurred May 19, 1950
at the South Amboy Coal Docks, 64 years ago. The lives of 21 men were lost, with only
5 being identified, and more than 350 people injured. Those who walk at Waterfront Park
where the plaque is located, can get all the details of this catastrophic disaster. (Photo/info
by Joe Lotkowictz)

South Amboy Mayor Fred Henry and
Perth Amboy Wilda Diaz have annunced
that fireworks will return to Raritan Bay for
the first time in two years. The firworks will
be launched Thursday July 3 from barges in
Raritan Bay. The two mayors were joined by
city officials and corporate sponsors when
they made the announcement at a May 16
luncheon aboard the “Cornucopia Princess”
at its Raritan Bay dock. Henry and Diaz
each praised the tireless efforts of Barry
Rosengarten, chairman of Celebrate The
Amboys in gathering corporate sponsors to
underwrite the cost. “We look forward to
some good old fashioned fireworks,” Henry
said. He noted it was great to partner with
Perth Amboy again and Mayor Wilda Diaz
adding it was a “great disappointment” last
year in not having the fireworks due to the
devestation to both waterfronts caused by
Hurricane Sandy. “We are in the process of
rebuilding our beachead, our beachfront,
and our walkway and I am assured by our

engineer that it’s going to be done by the time
the fireworks come around again,” Henry
said. Mayor Diaz is also looking forward to
the resumption of fireworks. “We’re awfully
excited to share our Independence Day with
you and our partnership with South Amboy,”
Diaz said. She noted the Declaration of Independence is publicly read in Perth Amboy to
celebrate America’s freedom. South Amboy
Councilman Mickey Gross praised Business
Administrator Camille Tooker for her efforts
to bring back the fireworks. He said they went
around to persuade businesses to back the
celebration. One of the sponsors, Key Food
owner Nasser Nasser, won the auction for
an autographed New York Giants football.
His winning bid of $550 was for his son who
was celebrating his birthday May 19 and is a
huge Giants fan. It was also announced the
“Cornucopia Princess” will run a special
dinner cruise to observe the fireworks. The
view from the ship will be the best place to
view the festivities.

Nasser Nasser (c), owner of Key Food in South Amboy, proudly shows the New York
Giants autographed football he won at an auction aboard the Cornucopia Princess during
the “Celebrate The Amboys 2014 Fireworks” Press Conference/V.I.P. Luncheon. Pictured
(l) is Perth Amboy Mayor Wilda Diaz, and South Amboy Mayor Fred Henry (r). (Photo by
Tom Burkard)
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VENETIAN CARE & REHABILITATION
CENTER WILL OFFER A NEW
APPROACH
TO SHORT- AND LONG-TERM CARE IN A
COMFORTABLE, HOME-LIKE SETTING

mer

Beautiful new home to open this sum-

(SOUTH AMBOY, NJ) -- Early this
summer The Venetian Care & Rehabilitation
Center opens in South Amboy’s Waterfront
Redevelopment Area, offering quality care
with a person-directed focus for those making the transition from hospital to home and
those seeking long-term care.
“We are very excited to welcome residents and their families to our beautiful new
community and to contribute to the rebirth
of the South Amboy waterfront area at the
same time,” said Hyman Jacobs, founder and
CEO of Windsor Healthcare Communities,
leaders in the field of person-directed, quality
short- and long-term care.
The home will accommodate 60 shortterm residents and another 120 nursing home
residents. It is within walking distance of
downtown South Amboy, the train station
and two parks on the waterfront promenade,
with scenic views and lots of entertainment
opportunities. The Venetian’s immediate
neighbors are the South Amboy YMCA and
new townhomes to be built by Woodmont
Properties.
“We designed this home with an emphasis on comfort and a home-like environment,” said Michael Jacobs, vice president.
“From the location we chose, to the floor plan
and the rooms, we’ve created an environment
that will allow us to treat each person as a
unique individual and tailor their care around
their needs and preferences.”
Batsheva Katz, vice president, noted
that the surrounding community will enrich
the lives of residents and guests, in keeping with the philosophy of person-directed
care—that every stage of life should be just
as important and vibrant as the others, filled
with joy, connectedness, belonging and security. The Venetian was explicitly designed
to offer features for person-directed care.
For example, the 93,000 square foot care
and rehabilitation center - which is built in
an E shape - includes separate living spaces
that form “neighborhoods” on each floor to
create welcoming community areas filled
with natural light, lounge seating.
In addition to its neighborhoods on
each level, the Venetian offers many other
community spaces, including multiple dining rooms, recreational areas, libraries and
outdoor gardens. In the therapy garden,
which replicates Windsor Healthcare’s award
winning therapy garden at Merwick Care and
Rehabilitation Center in Plainsboro, short
term rehabilitation residents transitioning
from hospital to home after illness or surgery can do their physical therapy outside
in the fresh air. The features allow residents
to practice walking on different surfaces,
getting in and out of a car and even reclaim

their golf swing.
Two state of the art rehabilitation gyms
and a full home kitchen will enable shortterm guests recovering from an accident
or surgery to undergo clinician-prescribed
physical, occupational and speech therapy
as comfortably and productively as possible
in preparation for returning home in the
shortest time possible.
The private and semi-private rooms at
the Venetian offer plenty of space, comfort,
sunlight and privacy. Each room has individual heating and cooling controls, flatpanel television and wireless Internet, which
is also available in other spaces throughout
the home.
From their rooms, people living and
staying at the Venetian will have views of
the South Amboy community, including
the water, surrounding gardens, the scenic
townhome neighborhood, and a recreation
club.
CEO Jacobs complimented South
Amboy Mayor Fred Henry, members of
the South Amboy Planning Board and other
municipal officials who have worked with
the Windsor Healthcare team in creating
the Venetian as part of the larger waterfront
redevelopment project.
“We are very impressed with the professionalism and business-friendly approach of
Mayor Henry and the other South Amboy
officials,” said Mr. Jacobs. “Projects like this
are complicated and require the commitment
of the public and private sectors to work
collaboratively to assure that the community
they serve can thrive. Our compliments to
the South Amboy officials.”
About Windsor Healthcare:
A family-owned company, Windsor
Healthcare Communities provides clinically
sophisticated sub-acute care, as well as
comprehensive nursing care, in nine homes
located throughout New Jersey, where we are
leading the state in our adoption of a more
enlightened philosophy of “life after adulthood.” At Windsor Healthcare communities,
we honor people first, value relationships,
and treat our Elders and employee care partners like family. This family commitment is
our measure for outstanding, quality care.
In our communities, we strive to do things
as we would do them at home.
Windsor Healthcare Communities
include Abingdon Care & Rehabilitation
Center in Green Brook, Ashbrook in Scotch
Plains, Buckingham in Norwood, Canterbury
in Cedar Grove, Cornell Hall in Union,
Llanfair House in Wayne, Windsor Gardens
in East Orange, Merwick in Plainsboro and
the Venetian in South Amboy.
Please visit www.windsorhealthcare.
org for more information.   

South Amboy Police Hold
Memorial Service

The South Amboy Police Dept. held its
19th Annual Memorial Day Service on May
13th in front of City Hall, and dedicated it
to all law enforcement officers. Sgt. Jamie
Norek served as the emcee and greeted the
crowd of approximately 200. PBA Chaplin
Father Dennis R. Weezorak, Pastor of St.
Mary Church, gave the invocation, and he
was followed by PBA President Ptl. Michael
Kelly. Sgt. Brian Noble called the officers
to attention, and Sgt. Norek led the crowd
in the Pledge of Allegiance. Ptl. Thomas
Szatkowski and Ptl. Dennis McQuade raised
the memorial flag. Retired South Amboy
Police Sgt. Francis “Inky” Norek turned
in an excellent rendition of the National
Anthem. Sgt. Richard Wojaczyk then read
the Memorial Roll Call, of all the deceased
South Amboy Policemen. American Legion

Post 211 of Sayreville provided a rifle salute
and the sounding of Taps, and the wreath was
then placed by Mrs. Kathryn Kudelka and
family in memory of the popular and beloved
Det. Daniel Kudelka, who passed away last
year. Sgt. Noble then called a parade rest,
and Chief Darren LaVigne presented a very
interesting and moving address to those in
attendance. Retired Police Chief Gerard
Pizzillo then read the Policeman’s Prayer,
which was followed by Mayor Fred Henry’s
address. Francis “Inky” Norek sang The
Lord’s Prayer, and also made some nice
comments about the officers he worked
with though the years. Father Dennis then
recited a prayer for Benediction, and Sgt.
Noble called for the unit dismissal. Refreshments were provided at the Independence
Fire House.

Guvs Rebound After Loss
By Derek Moreno

“It is not whether you get knocked down,
it’s whether you get up.” This quote by Hall
of Fame football coach Vince Lombardi can
be applicable to all sports.
The South Amboy Governors certainly
embody it with their rebound performance
last week. They were riding high after starting the season 11-0 in the Greater Middlesex
– Gold conference play. They averaged 10.37
runs per game over that stretch. But every
team has a bad day here and there. The Guvs
encountered that during their game against
East Brunswick Vo-Tech on May 5th. South
Amboy was shutout 2-0. Senior pitcher Dan
Murphy was dealt the loss.
Coach Daniel Poulsen gave credit to the
East Brunswick Vo-Tech. “It was a wakeup
call,” Paulsen said. “We were outplayed by
a good team.”
South Amboy had 8 hits but couldn’t
cash in on opportunities. The game was
decided in the 6th inning when East Brunswick scored two runs in the top half after a
Guvs error that prolonged the inning. South
Amboy left two men on base in the 6th with
a chance to tie it up.
After the defeat, South Amboy stormed
back in its next two games by beating Piscataway Vo-Tech 16-6 and Cardinal McCarrick

18-2, respectively. The Guvs combined for
30 hits during those games.
At 13-2 on the year, South Amboy is
having a great season. They have tied last
year’s mark of 13 conference wins. The upperclassmen have had a huge impact.
“I’ve got a great set of leaders, 5 seniors,
they’re very versatile: Nicky Kales, Orville
[Vazquez], Dan Murphy, Tyler Latil. Tyler
Olivieri as well,” Paoulen said. “They’re
very team-minded.”
Murphy, along with fellow senior Dan
Gentile and Nick Kales’ brother, Tim Kales,
have combined for 13 wins on a strong pitching staff. Olivieri and Vazquez lead the team
with 24 hits on the season. Tim Kales has
knocked in the most RBI.
“Our guys have grown as a team and
as a family,” Poulsen said. “The guys are
getting a little older and are playing a little
better.”
Three more games are left on the schedule for the Governors including an away
game at Metuchen sandwiched in between
games against Highland Park and Timothy
Christian high school.
It will be important for the Guvs to keep
up the pace during counties and states.

Walk and Softball Tournament
To Benefit Pancreatic Cancer Research

The Middlesex County Department of
Public Safety and Health, Office of Health
Services, along with the County of Middlesex
Board of Chosen Freeholders, The Chronic
Disease Coalition of Middlesex and Union
Counties, and The Edison Municipal Alliance are sponsoring:
The 6th Annual Pancreatic Cancer Walk
on Saturday, May 31, 2014, from 8:30 a.m.
to 1 p.m. at the lake in Roosevelt Park,
Route 1, Edison, New Jersey. (Directions
-http://co.middlesex.nj.us/parksrecreation/
roosevelt.asp)
The walk is being held to raise community awareness about pancreatic cancer; to
raise funds to aid in research; and to support
the work being done by the Rutgers Cancer
Institute of New Jersey to find a cure.
Individuals and teams are welcome to
join the event. Registration is $15 per person
and donations are encouraged. All proceeds
will benefit pancreatic cancer research at
Rutgers Cancer Institute of New Jersey.
To register for the walk visit: http://
cinjfoundation.donordrive.com/event/pancwalk2014.
Middlesex County Freeholder Director
Ronald G. Rios said: “Over the past five
years, Middlesex County and our partners
have raised more than $62,000 to benefit
pancreatic cancer research at the Cancer
Institute of New Jersey.”
Freeholder Rios added: “Funding from
previous events has been put toward a
pancreatic cancer clinical trial that tests the
effectiveness of new vaccine combinations
and immune response. Through continued
contributions to research, and the more we
learn about pancreatic cancer, we can provide
more support to people and families affected
by this devastating disease.”
Freeholder H. James Polos, Chairper-

son, Public Safety and Health Committee,
stated: “I would like to invite everyone
to Walk with Us to Find a Cure. This event
provides an opportunity to continue to increase awareness, raise funds, and educate
individuals about pancreatic cancer.”
Lester Jones, Middlesex County Office
of Health Services Director-Health Officer
said: “We are very lucky to have the Rutgers
Cancer Institute of New Jersey as a partner
again this year. I would also like to acknowledge the Board of Chosen Freeholders, the
Middlesex Union County Chronic Disease
Coalition, the Edison Municipal Alliance and
the Middlesex County Office of Parks and
Recreation for their the continued support
for this cause.”
For more information about the walk,
contact Pat Kukulski at 732-745-3131 or by
email atpat.kukulski@co.middlesex.nj.us.
If you do not get a chance to attend the
walk, you can bring your team to participate in the Co-Ed Softball Tournament on
Sunday, June 8, starting at 8:30 a.m., at
Warren Park in Woodbridge. (Directions
- http://co.middlesex.nj.us/parksrecreation/
warren.asp)
Space is limited. There is a three-game
guarantee.
Suggested donation is $250 per
team. All proceeds will benefit pancreatic
cancer research at Rutgers Cancer Institute
of New Jersey.
Registration and rules can be found by
visiting:           http://co.middlesex.nj.us/
parksrecreation/organized_sports.asp
For more information about the tournament, call 732-745-4484 or 732-745-4222, or
email:tracie.reed@co.middlesex.nj.us or erin.drakoulis@co.middlesex.nj.us
Softball tournament rain date is Sunday,
June 29.

Sayreville Public Library Events

Teen Volunteer Orientation at Sayreville
Public Library - Teens entering grades 9-12
are invited to volunteer at the Sayreville
Public Library! We will hold two orientation sessions for students interested in this
summer program. The orientations will be
held on Wednesday, May 28 & Thursday,
May 29 at 3PM. You must attend one of
the volunteer orientation sessions to be
considered. The orientation will consist of
a Power Point Presentation, an explanation
of the program and what is expected of
each volunteer, and library skills test. Each
volunteer who is considered for a slot in the
program must be a member of the Sayreville
library (have a library card in their own name)

and their card must be in good standing,
meaning there are no fines nor do they have
a blocked account. Primary duties include
registering patrons for the Summer Reading
Club (SRC), recording SRC hours, awarding
prizes, keeping the Children’s Room neat and
organized, shelf reading, and assisting librarians with children’s programs. Applications
will only be given to those who attend the
orientation. After test scores are calculated,
students will be notified if they have been
accepted into the program. For additional
information please call 732-727-0212 ext. 5
for Leah or ext. 26 for Marie or visit www.
sayrevillelibrary.org.

John O’Connell
(Continued from page 1)

councilman, he previously served as the
City’s Director of Economic Development,
Chairman and Executive Director of the
South Amboy Redevelopment Agency, as
well as a member of the Planning and Zoning
Board. Through his efforts, the City received
a $500,000 Federal grant that allowed the
City to partner with New Jersey Transit in
studying the viability of establishing in South
Amboy one of the state’s few truly intermodal transportation hub. Mr. O’Connell led
the study’s working group which included
members of the City, Middlesex County, New
Jersey Transit, and the nationally renowned
planning and design firm of Wallace Roberts
& Todd. Through these efforts, O’Connell
drafted a grant request which he presented
to Congressman Frank Pallone and former
Congressman Robert Roe. O’Connell also
prepared the formal presentation and Congressional testimony which was presented
before the House Transportation and Infrastructure Committee, resulting in the City of
South Amboy receiving an initial grant of
nearly $15 million under the Transportation
Efficiency Act of the 21st Century (TEA21) and nearly $75 million in follow-on
transportation and infrastructure funding
for a new bridge over Lower Main Street,
construction of Radford’s Ferry Road, and
paving the way for the future development of
the City’s ferry to Manhattan. This funding
helped lead to development of the beautiful
Raritan Bay Waterfront and the Lighthouse
Bay neighborhood – a $400 million ratable
to the City! In addition to these major accomplishment, during his time working with
the City, O’Connell has either led the effort or
been integral to the success of various projects, including the development of Shoregate
and the City Community Center/YMCA, the
Broadway Facade Program, the widening of
Lower Main Street, and development of the
future Venetian Healthcare Facility.
O’Connell earned his Bachelor of Arts in
Political Science and Public Administration
from Seton Hall University before joining
the Washington, DC staff of Senator Bill
Bradley. O’Connell earned his Juris Doctorate from Seton Hall University Law School
and practiced law in the private sector before
joining the New Jersey Turnpike Authority.
Following the horrific attacks of September
11, 2001, Mr. O’Connell reentered military
service reserve component as a member of
the New Jersey Air National Guard and was
deployed multiple times in support of Operations Iraqi Freedom and Enduring Freedom
and currently holds the rank of full Colonel.
O’Connell attended the University of Pennsylvania Fels School of Government and is
a graduate of the Department of Defense’s
prestigious Eisenhower School of National
Security and Resource Strategy where he
earned a Master of Science. O’Connell
previously served with the South Amboy
Fire Department as a member of Protection
Engine Company. He is a lifetime member
of the American Legion and the Veterans of
Foreign Wars, as well as a member of the
Ancient Order of Hibernians, the Knights of
Columbus, and the Benevolent Protective
Order of Elks.
On March 15, 2008 the members of
the South Amboy Democratic Organization
(“SADO”) convened to screen two candidates vying for the position of mayor. Both
the incumbent, Fred Henry and challenger,
John F. O’Connell addressed the SADO’s
County Committeemen and Committeewomen to speak about their respective candidacies. Following their speeches, a question
and answer period was held in which the
SADO members quizzed the candidates on
their qualifications and various issues. Afterwards, the candidates were asked to leave
the room while a secret ballot was held in
which the Committee men and women overwhelmingly voted to have the SADO endorse
Mr. O’Connell. Mr O’Connell will run on
ballot endorsed by the Middlesex County
Democratic Organization with the SADO
endorsed Council-at-Large Candidates, incumbent Mickey Gross and current Second
Ward Councilwoman Christine Noble. The
mayoral-hopeful O’Connell has also been
endorsed by the entire City Council.

Fred Henry

South Amboy-Sayreville Times May 24, 2014 31

(Continued from Page 1)

Fred was the Athletic Director for many
years at the public school and coached numerous sports at both South Amboy high
schools. He is a proud member of the Ancient
Order of Hibernians as well as a life-time
member of St. Mary’s Parish.
Following his father’s footsteps, in
1992 Fred began his career in local politics
when he was appointed to the city council
as Councilman-at-Large and continued to
serve the community in that capacity for 18
years, many of those as the council President.
He has also served on the Redevelopment
Agency and the Planning Board. In 2010 he
was elected Mayor of South Amboy.
In his three and one half short years
as Mayor, his accomplishments cover a
variety of areas. After Superstorm Sandy
we quickly improved our emergency communication system with the introduction of
the Nixle phone/computer system, social
media, and TV systems. Most importantly
city hall was upgraded with an emergency
generator in case of power failure. Emergency generators were also supplied to each
firehouse..
The fire department was provided with
not only the usual equipment needed, but
also a respirator fit testing system and a
rescue equipment truck. We are bringing
the Explorer Program (for the younger
generation) under the coverage of the City
of South Amboy.
Under Mayor Henry the police department has been upgraded with the most modern equipment including computers in police
cars and a camera system to help identify
cars that are stolen or unregistered.  Police
headquarters was upgraded with a computer
software system called “The Beast”. Now
using this system. automated evidence can
assist in streamlining detective work.
New businesses have helped create
an excitement in South Amboy not seen in
many years. During Mayor Henry’s time in
office many new stores have opened their
doors on Broadway and throughout the city.
And more are coming!   Developments, such
as Venetian Health Care, are coming to fruition which will help to stabilize the tax rate
of the city. As Hyman Jacobs, CEO of Windsor Healthcare Communities, said “We are
very impressed with the professionalism and
business-friendly approach of Mayor Fred
Henry.”  In 2012 Fred A. Henry was named
by the Chamber of Commerce as the South
Amboy Business Leader of the Year.
Mayor Henry and his administration
have also worked hand-in-hand with NJ
DOT to bring the South Amboy-to-New York
ferry back to South Amboy. We just await
their approval of our policies and procedures
manual so we can go out to bid and make
South Amboy an even better transit village
and bring more business to town.
A renewed interest in South Amboy’s
history is taking place with the revival of
the Historical Society of South Amboy
which Mayor Henry helped to create with
a number of other history enthusiasts. The
Society has added historical plaques depicting the 1950 explosion and the building of
the Camden/Amboy railroad at locations in
town so that others may learn about our rich
history. Other plaques are planned.
The city has received grant money to
improve our infrastructure and improve
our streets such as the grant to repave
Pupek Road and the recently approved
$250,000 grant for Charmello Drove and
Barkalow St. FEMA grant money has been
approved for the rebuilding of the Waterfront
Walkway.  Using the Community Development Block Grant, the city is going to offer
a curb, sidewalk, and repair program for
households of low to moderate income as
defined by HUD.
South Amboy continues to have one of
the lowest tax rates in the county, and Mayor
Henry is very proud that he has lowered the
operating budget by nearly $700,000 over
the past three years!   2014 has a surplus of
over $500,000, something that has not been
seen in a decade in South Amboy!
Our senior programs continue to be
strong even while other communities cut
back. There are trips to various shopping
malls, restaurants, and grocery stores. There
is free transportation for all personal services
within a 10 mile radius. There are annual flu
vaccines, the monthly birthday parties, and
various trips to points of interest.
Our city is an excellent place in which to
live and there is an energy to do more. It

is through Mayor Henry’s hard work, the
dedication of the many fine city employees,
and the volunteers throughout the city that
has made much of this possible. Mayor Fred
A. Henry has devoted almost his entire life
through teaching, coaching, and politics to
try to make South Amboy a better place in
which to live.
As a life long resident of our city, South
Amboy has given me much. I have enjoyed
the benefits of living in this great community.
I received my education through St. Mary’s
and employment from the Board of Education. I have devoted my life to the students
of South Amboy through both schools for
forty years and all of the citizens through
my twenty-two year involvement  in city
politics: on the council, on the Redevelopment Agency, the Planning Board, and
finally as your Mayor. The people of South
Amboy are the greatest and most honest
people around. I love serving them and if
elected I will continue to lead our city with
the same honesty, integrity, and respect that
I have demonstrated in the last four years as
your Mayor. My record stands and I stand
by my record. Let’s continue the progress
we’ve made together.

Tea Party At
Dowdell Library

The Dowdell Library of South Amboy
will be holding a tealicious Tea Party on
Monday, June 16th from 6:30 – 8 pm. Drop
in after work for some refreshments and
desserts and sign up for the adult summer
club.
While you’re at the library, check out
some of the free services such as downloadable eBooks, eAudio books, digital magazines, Internet access, job/career assistance,
online resume preparation assistance, free
Wi-Fi, free online SAT prep courses, free
programs, best-seller books, DVDs, the
latest magazines and newspapers, homework/research help for students, consumer
and health information, notary services,
foreign language materials, etc. You could
also take care of fines through the library’s
website!
So, sign up for a library card to access
free services 24/7 via the library’s web page.
Call for more information at 732-721-6060
or email at comments@dowdell.org. The
library’s web page could be accessed at
www.dowdell.org

Honored for Service to Others

Caitlin Norek (c) of Cardinal McCarrick High School (South Amboy) was presented a 2014
Caring Award by the Middlesex County Guidance Council. The Caring Award, given to
one student from each high school in the county, is for outstanding volunteer community
service. It was presented at a dinner held at Middlesex County College in May. At left is
Shirlie Camp, chairperson of the Caring Awards, and at right is Dan Silva, co-president of
the guidance council. (Photo/Info Submitted)

South Amboy YMCA Swim Programs

As swim season approaches, the South
Amboy Branch YMCA encourages children
and parents to explore the many benefits of
swimming, while also keeping safety top of
mind. In the Y’s swim programs, participants
can enjoy water sports, enhance or learn new
techniques, meet new friends and develop
confidence, while also learning safety skills
that can save lives.
“Swimming is a fun and enjoyable activity for children and adults alike, and it’s
an easy way to stay physically active and
improve strength, flexibility and stamina,”
said Sarah Navarro, Aquatic Director, South
Amboy Branch YMCA. “The South Amboy
Branch YMCA is committed to providing as
many opportunities as possible for everyone
to swim and learn water safety practices.”
As part of National Water Safety Month
in May, the South Amboy Branch YMCA
encourages parents to take an active role in
their child’s safety. Following are safety tips
to practice when in and around the water:
Only swim when and where there is a
lifeguard on duty; never swim alone.
Adults should constantly and actively
watch their children.
Inexperienced or non-swimmers should
wear a Coast Guard-approved life jacket.
Parents or guardians of young children
should be within an arm’s reach.

Children and adults should not engage
in breath holding activities.
In addition to learning lifesaving water
safety skills, children can increase their
physical activity by swimming. Swimming
also motivates children to strive for selfimprovement, teaches goal orientation, and
cultivates a positive mental attitude and high
self-esteem. It also teaches life lessons of
sport and sportsmanship, so that children
can learn how to work well with teammates
and coaches and how to deal with winning
and losing.
As a leading nonprofit committed to
youth development, the Y has been a leader
in providing swim lessons and water safety
for more than 90 years. The South Amboy
Branch YMCA continues to help youth and
adults experience the joy and benefits of
swimming, so they can be healthy, confident
and secure in the water. There are a variety of
programs to choose, including parent/child
swim classes, youth and adult lessons, water
aerobics, swim team, and more. To ensure
that everyone has an opportunity to participate, financial assistance is available to those
in need to help cover the costs.
To learn more about the South Amboy
Branch YMCA’s aquatic programs, please
contact Sarah Navarro at 732-316-8209 or
sarah.navarro@ymcaofmewsa.org.
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