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SAYREVILLE DEMS
ENDORSE
CANDIDATES FOR
COUNCIL

The Sayreville Democratic Committee
has endorsed Council President Mary J.
Novak and teacher and community activist
Victoria Kilpatrick as the 2014 Democratic
candidates for Sayreville Borough Council.
The endorsements were made at a meeting
of the Sayreville Democratic Municipal
Committee held at Sayreville Democratic
Headquarters on Tuesday, March 19th.
As the party’s endorsed candidates Novak and Kilpatrick will appear alongside U.S.
Senator Cory Booker, U.S. Representative
Frank Pallone and the Middlesex County
Democratic Organization’s candidates on
the ballot for the June 4 Democratic Primary
election.
“Sayreville Democrats have put together the best team possible to represent
our party in the November election,” said
Sayreville Democratic Chairman Tom Pollando following the selection of Novak and
Kilpatrick. “ Mary and Vicky are well known
for their community involvement and concern for our quality of life in Sayreville and
I am confident they will emerge victorious
in this November’s election.”
Council President Novak is completing
her third term on the Borough Council. She
is a life member and former president of the
Sayreville First Aid Squad.  Kilpatrick is
seeking her first term on the borough council.
She is an 8th grade teacher at the Sayreville
Middle School in Parlin.
“I am proud and grateful for the support
of Sayreville’s Democratic organization,”
stated Council President Novak upon receiving the party’s endorsement. “Working
together as a team Sayreville’s Democrats
are committed to leading an effective and
efficient local government that controls
local property taxes and improves services
for community residents.”
“It is a great honor to join Council
President Novak on this year’s Democratic
ticket,” added Kilpatrick. “I look forward to
joining Mary and my fellow Democrats on
the borough council and adding my voice and
my energy to our Democratic team effort to
keep Sayreville as a community where we
can all be proud to raise our family.”
This year’s Democratic primary election will be held on Tuesday, June 4th.

Eck Re-Elected
President

Governor Chris Christie was back in Sayreville again conducting a Town Hall Meeting at
St. Stanislaus Kostka school gym. He is pictured answering one of many questions asked
by locals at the meeting. (Photo by Tom Burkard)

Christie Returns To Sayreville
By Steve Schmid

A crowd of about 300 people April
3 came to St. Stan’s School to attend the
latest town hall meeting held by Governor
Chris Christie. This was his 117th town hall
meeting and the governor gave residents an
update on the Hurricane Sandy recovery
efforts. Christie said under the Department of Environmental Protection, 196
buyout offers have been made to Sayreville

property holders. He said 121 residents
have accepted and 47 closings have been
completed. The governor noted New Jersey
has spent $250 million to assist renters affected by Sandy while New York City has
spent only $100,000. “We’re doing some
things right here in New Jersey,” Christie
said. He said 72 percent of that money has
(Continued on page 3)

Sayreville Little Leaguers proudly carry the American flag at the Opening Day Parade on
Washington Road. *See more photos on page 11. (Photo by Tom Burkard)

Venetian Healthcare
Center To Open
Soon
By Steve Schmid

The Venetian Healthcare and Rehabilitation Center is scheduled to open its doors this
summer in South Amboy. The facility will
be a skilled nursing home and will have 180
beds. Venetian will occupy 97,000 square
feet and will be located by the South Amboy
YMCA building by the Frog Hollow Swim
& Tennis Club. Mike Jacobs, Vice President
of Windsor Healthcare Communities, took
the South Amboy Sayreville Times, South
Amboy Mayor Fred Henry, and Business
Administrator Camille Tooker on a recent
tour. Jacobs said he is looking forward to
Venetian’s opening. “We’re trying to have
a facility with people centered care,” he
said. He wants residents to feel like this is
their home. Jacobs said most rooms are semi
private which allows residents to enjoy their
own space. Venetian has spectacular views
of the Raritan Bay waterfront with many
large windows allowing for plentiful sunshine. Jacobs is proud of the building design
(Continued on page 24)
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Pictured after a complete tour of the nearly-completed new Venetian Care & Rehabilitation
Center are (l-r) South Amboy Business Administrator Camille Tooker, Linda Henry, Mayor
Fred Henry, and Vice-President of Windsor Health Care Communities, Michael Jacobs.
(Photo by Tom Burkard)

The New Jersey Emergency Management Association, NJEMA, has elected the
Associations Executive Board for 2014.
Sayreville Emergency Management Coordinator Barry E. Eck was re-elected President
and will be serving his sixth consecutive
year as head of the State Association.
The NJEMA serves as the State’s professional organization representing Emergency
Management Coordinators and their staffs,
various emergency response organizations
such as Fire and Police departments, EMS
agencies, CERT Teams and disaster relief
organization such as the Red Cross and
Salvation Army. They also represent colleges, universities, hospitals, corporations,
businesses and other entities across the State
that provide services, products or support to
the emergency management community in
both the private and public sector.
Rounding out the 2014 Executive Board
are at 1st Vice President, Frank McLaughlin,
Coordinator from the Township of Monroe
, 2nd Vice President, Thomas Brooks from
the Wall Township Office of Emergency
Management, Margaret Murnane-Brooks
Deputy Coordinator for Monmouth County
OEM was elected Recording Secretary,
Fort Lee OEM Deputy Coordinator Cathy
Umrichin was chosen as Corresponding
Secretary. Cliffside Park OEM Coordinator Stewart S. DeVito as Treasurer. Hernan
Lopez of Carlstadt OEM was selected as
1st Member at Large, Tom Horner, Hazlet
OEM Coordinator as 2nd Member at Large
and William Castagno who served as EMS
Coordinator at the former UMDNJ as the
3rd Member at Large. The last two slots
were filled by Charlie Rogers, Middletown
OEM Coordinator who will fill one Sergeant
at Arms position and James Smith, Emergency Management Specialist in the Rutgers
University Office of Emergency Management who will fill the second Sergeant at
Arms position. Michael J. Bascom, OEM
Coordinator for the Township of Neptune
will again serve as Finance Chairman and
Special Advisor to the President.
President Eck stated, “that in the aftermath of Hurricane Sandy, 2014 would be an
important year for the NJEMA. As the State
begins to get back to normal, the Association is getting more involved in Legislative
matters that affect all emergency service
agencies. We will be reaching out to our
elected officials on all levels of Government to raise awareness around the State
about what Emergency Management does.
Elected Officials and Emergency Managers working together on preparedness and
hazard mitigation before a disaster strikes
will make response and recovery from a
disaster easier and their communities safer.
The training, equipment and community
out reach programs needed to protect our
communities cost money. Elected Officials
(Continued on page 25)
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May 12th

The South Amboy Youth Athletic Association (SAYAA) held its Opening Day on April 12th.
Following the traditional parade through town, the anxious youngsters and coaches arrived
at the field for festivities. *See more photos on page 25. (Photo by Tom Burkard)
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Talk Of The Towns
By Tom Burkard

Teachers Of The Year
Jennifer Williams was named South
Amboy Elementary School Teacher of the
Year, and Richard Gore was selected the
South Amboy Middle/High School Teacher
of the Year. Congratulations Jennifer and
Richard on your outstanding accomplishments!
OLV Catechumen
Our Lady of Victories Catechumen Amit
Bhandare took the next step in faith journey
at the Rite of Election and the call to continuing conversion. Congratulations!
In Memoriam
Phyllis Graber, 82, formerly of South
Amboy died on Feb. 22. She was a kindhearted lady admired by all. Edward Wlodarczyk, 61, of Sayreville died on March
15. He was the owner/operator of E.P.W.
Inc. Construction in Sayreville since ’75.
Eugenia “Jeanne” Nordling Myslinski, 88,
formerly of South Amboy died on March
19. She was one of the four Nordling
girls of the Bergen Hill section of South
Amboy, and an avid SA Times reader, who
occasionally submitted pictures from her
youth. Phyllis Fuoti, 80, of Parlin died on
March 19. She was a Eucharistic Minister
at Sacred Heart Church for over 20 years,
and also a CCD teacher. William Seminski,
90, of Sayreville died on March 20. He was
a real gentleman, devoted to his family and
community throughout his life and will be
sadly missed. Salvatore Candela Jr., 72, of
Parlin died on March 23. He was a member
of the Sayreville Planning Board, and Past
President of the Sayreville HS Touchdown
Club. Hedwig Roma, 81, of Sayreville died
on March 30. She was a Girl Scout leader,
former Eucharistic Minister/CCD teacher
at Our Lady of Victories Church. Martin
Roskey, 84, of South Amboy died on April
7. He was a member of the South Amboy
Lions Club, and served on the South Amboy
Memorial Hospital Board of Governors.
In addition, Roskey was involved in local
politics throughout his lifetime.
May they rest in peace and never be
forgotten.

Pleasant Little
Trivia
By Tom Burkard

1. In 1993, this boutique was located at 152
Main St., Sayreville? a. Main St. b. Jacquie’s
c. Suzy Q’s
2. Matt Gomolka and Sean O’Connell were
partners in this ’93 carpet/upholstery business, located in Morgan? a. Route 35 b.
Champs c. M & S
3. President of South Amboy First Aid &
Safety Squad in 1968? a. Wilbur Schmidt
b. John McCloud c. William Chapman
4. St. Mary’s HS valedictorian in ’84? a.
Ellen Patterson b. John Bagansky c. Jeanne
Radwanski
5. South Amboy Fire Chief in 1980? a. J.T.
Gioffre b. Edward Szatkowski c. Kevin
McCarthy
6. Who was the Grand Marshal of the 1993
South Amboy St. Patrick’s Day Parade? a.
Neil Hourahan b. Charles Thompson c. John
T. O’Leary
7. President of South Amboy Trust Company
in 1969? a. George Kress b. Lois Morriss
c. Harold G. Hoffman
8. In 1965, where was Lippin Motors located
in Sayreville? a. Rt. 35 North b. Rt. 35 South
c. Bordentown Ave.
9. In ’79, this trophy business was located
in South Amboy? a. B & R Trophies Unlimited b. Top Notch Trophies c. Winning
Team Trophies & Plaques
10. Commander of Sayreville VFW Post
4699 in 1979? a. Edward Rappleyea b.
Robert Bieber Sr. c. Kenneth Kelly
11. In 1976, where was The Sandbox located
in Sayreville? a. Rt. 35 South b. Main St.
c. Rt. 35 North
12. The captain of Morgan Hose & Chemical
Co. No. 1 in 1983? a. Douglas Sprague Jr. b.
Robert Bartlinski c. Russell Anderson Jr.
Answers
1b 2b 3a 4c 5a 6a 7a 8a 9a 10b 11a 12c.

Community Flea
Market

The Sayreville Recreation Department
is having its Annual Community Flea Market
on Saturday June 7, 2014 at the Borough
Hall Football Field / Track.
Vending is open to both Sayreville residents and non Sayreville residents – simply
register at the Recreation office between the
hours of 8:00am to 4:00pm Monday thru
Friday starting April 1, 2014. Food and Ice
Cream vendors will be on site.
Prices:
Sayreville Resident - $10.00 per table
space
Non- Sayreville Resident - $20.00 per
table space
Information call: 732-390-7092/7096
A PRAYER FOR HEALING
Lord, you invited all who are burdened to come to
You. Allow your healing hand to heal me. Touch my soul
with Your compassion for others. Touch my heart with Your
courage and infinite love for all. Touch my mind with Your
wisdom, that my mouth may always proclaim Your praise.
Teach me to reach out to You in my need. Help me to lead
others to You by my example. Most loving heart of Jesus,
bring me health in my body and spirit so that I may serve
You with all my strength. Touch gently with this life that
you have created. Amen -T.B.

South Amboy Councilman Michael “Mickey”
Gross (l) was on hand for the Dowdell Library’s
Open House recently. Library Director Elaine
Gaber (r) ran the highly-successful event.
(Photo by Tom Burkard)

South Amboy Library Birthday
By Steve Schmid

The Sadie Dowdell Public Library in
South Amboy celebrated its 100th birthday
March 24 with a birthday party in the front
of the building. Coffee and cake was served
to the people who came. The library first
opened to the reading public March 17, 1914.
Library Director Elaine Gaber sees a bright
future for the library. “What we want to do is
to promote reading. They can read in print,
or they can read on downloadable books.
They can listen to books on audible CDs,”
she said. Gaber said they are doing a lot of
community events. She said the library had a
read-a-thon in February for children encouraging them to read. Gaber said the library
is having an animal program for children in
July plus cooking demonstrations and garden
club activities. She added they are having

an art exhibition and reception in August.
She is also proud of the new art section that
was donated by the Davidoff family. Gaber
added the library is changing to a state of the
art circulation system known as Sirsi. “It’s
going to allow patrons to access information
on their library cards off site. If they want to
renew a book, they don’t have to come in or
call,” she said. They can do this online which
is more convenient. Patrons will also be
able to download magazines and keep them.
They will also be able to pay fines online.
The Dowdell library has over 60,000 books
in circulation. After one year at the orginal
second floor location at the post office on
Broadway and David Street, there were only
2,186 books in circulation.
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Business Of The Month

Turner Home Maintenance

Bruce Turner, owner of Turner Home Maintenance, has been providing outstanding
service for local residents since 2001. (Photo by Tom Burkard)

Bruce Turner, owner of Turner Home
Maintenance, began working in the commercial window trade in 1972. He worked
for his father installing architectural
windows in schools and office buildings.
He has also held a position as a quality
control manager of a window manufacturing firm. Bruce went on to work for
a small company in North Jersey, selling
and installing residential windows, doors
and shower enclosures.
Turner Home Maintenance is centered around customer service. “I am
personally responsible for each job, from
the initial appointment to the finished
product. I take pride in spending time with
each homeowner to discuss their needs
and answer their questions. I provide
very personalized customer service,”
says Bruce.
Turner Home Maintenance offers
several specialties including custom
window and door installations; design

and installation of porch enclosures, and
deck renovation. Bruce offers a wide
variety of entrance doors, storm doors
and interior doors. Turner Home Maintenance also specializes in all the big and
small jobs homeowners don’t like to do,
or don’t want to do, such as painting and
carpentry. Bruce also does power washing
and screen repair.
Many of Turner’s clients are repeat
customers, who are only too happy to recommend him for his fine work to friends
and family, by word of mouth.
Turner Home Maintenance has established a reputation as one of the finest in
its field. If you are considering any home
maintenance project, big or small, contact
Bruce for a free personalized consultation
and free estimate.
Call 732-727-8707 for quality work
at its finest.

Christie Returns To Sayreville
(Continued from page 1)

income people. Christie noted an additional $1.4 billion in federal government aid
will go to the state and more than half will
assist homeowners and renters. According to
Christie, the next phase of the storm recovery
is the rehabilitation of the dune system from
Cape May to the Bayshore. The goal is to
make sure important facilities such as sewage treatment and utility facilities will have
power to keep operating during power outages. “We’re making the state stronger for the
next storm. We need to be ready next time,” he
said. Christie was asked by Sayreville High
School sophomore Reginah Mako why he
is advocating a longer school day and year.
Christie assured her Sayreville would not be
under consideration for the longer schedule.
He said failing school districts like Newark,
Jersey City, Camden, and Trenton would be
targeted. He said many charter schools only

have August off and are performing well.
Udit Modi, another Sayreville High School
student asked Christie what could be done
to give students more of a voice in schools.
the governor invited Modi to contact his
staff to share ideas. The governor was also
asked by Jennie Stormes of Hope why he
is opposed to edible marijuana for people
over 18. Stormes has a 14 year old son with
a form of epilepsy who wouldn’t get edible
marijuana when he turns 18. The governor
said he could change his mind when more
evience comes in. He said he doesn’t want
New Jersey to become like Colorado when
out of state people come in to purchase
marijuana. The day concluded when school
children gave him several gifts for coming
and Christie said he always likes coming
back to Sayreville.

Middlesex County College honored adjunct faculty members for service anniversaries during
Adjunct Faculty Development Day in March. Here, Sally Cafasso (Sayreville) of the History
and Social Science Department, left, receives her award for 20 semesters of teaching from
College President Joann La Perla-Morales. (Photo/info submitted)
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Yearbook-St. Mary’s 1964
By Tom Burkard

Pictured are 5th grade students from St. Stan’s School with some of the grocery bags
decorated with environmental messages for Earth Day 2014.The students at St. Stan’s
School in Sayreville have decorated paper grocery bags with environmental messages. On
Earth Day, April 22, these bags will be passed out to shoppers at the ShopRite in Sayreville.
Our community will get a very clear and positive message that the students at our school
care about their environment.This is the twenty-first year this international educational effort
has been coordinated on the Internet. Please see the project website at: earthdaybags.
org for more information. This is one of the largest and most well established educational
projects on the Internet. It is a nonprofit, grassroots effort. The project started in 1994, with
43 schools reporting the decoration and distribution of 13,000 Earth Day Grocery Bags. In
1999, the number of schools reporting in reached nearly 1,200, with students decorating
almost 400,000 Earth Day Grocery Bags! The students at St. Stan’s School are pleased
and proud to be a part of this effort! (Photo/story submitted)

St. Mary’s Class of ’64 was only 3
months into their senior year, when the
world was shocked by the assassination of
beloved President John F. Kennedy on Nov.
22, 1963. The students were so moved by
this tragedy that they dedicated their yearbook to J.F.K…
Sister Mary Leonard was principal,
Sister M. Madeline-vice principal, Sister M.
Valerian-guidance counselor. Other faculty
members included Sister. M. Marguerite,
Sister M. David, Michael Olszak, Mr.
Schimpf, Thomas Farrell, Robert Walling,
John Noble, Mrs. O’Donnell…
Student Council president was Francis
Keenan, vice-president-John “Jay” Derent,
secretary-treasurer-Paulette Nehila. Senior
Class president was Robert Cavanagh.
Yvonne Steiner was editor-in-chief of “The
Crown,” while Joann Howard was editor-inchief for the yearbook…
During Christmas vacation ’63, teens
were listening to #1 song in the nation,
“Dominique” by the Singing Nun, and other
pop songs such as “Louie-Louie,” “Everybody,” “She’s A Fool.”…St. Mary’s Festival
of Carols was held in December 1963, and
a singing group, known as Travelers Three,
featuring Ricky Jarusiewicz, John Klimkiewicz, and Thomas Kelly, gave a beautiful
rendition of “Glorious Kingdom.” An assembly commemorating the Tercentenary
1664-1964 was enjoyed by students…
School clubs and their presidents were:
Future Nurses-Kathleen Ertle, Future Teachers-Donna Kibbler, Fan Club-Steven Heck,
Science Club-Robert Zamorski…Who could
forget Retreat, where everyone attended
Mass each day? Or, the Seniors Communion Breakfast? The school play, “My Fair
Lady” was a huge success…The basketball
team under Coach Luke Lenahan was one
of the best in school history, finishing with
an (18-5) record. Jay Derent was a first
team All-County selection, and also made
All-State…
Some of the seniors selected randomly:
Richard Adamecs, Theresa Anderson,
Christine Batruk, Jerrold Boychuk, John
Brennan, Nancy Beagan, Robert Brinkerhoff, Linda Brown, Harold Cassidy, Lucille
Coan, Kathleen Colucci, Thomas Creamer,
Georgann Czick, Linda Deane, Francis Day,
Elisabeth DeSarno, Diane Desmond, Wil-

liam Distelcamp, Helen Dowling, John Drahos, Frances Durski, Barbara Filik, Edward
Farrell, Kathleen Freeman, Francis Gelsinon,
Stephen Gilbert, Christine Gluchoski, Ann
Gorman, Judith Gosford, William Hawes,
Mary Henry, Jean Hills, James Holovacko,
Maryann Howard, Joseph Kabarec, Marybeth Kelly, Maureen Kennedy, Lorraine
Kierst, Eva Klemens, Marie Konopka,
Katherine Koval, Judith Kozlowski, Donna
Lauritsen, Frances Lenahan, David Letts,
Kathryn Macholl, Suzanne Malik, Robert
Mataranglo, Frances McCarthy, Wayne
McCormack, John Metz, James Miller,
Anthony Moskal, Noreen Munn, Larrilyn
Noel, Maureen O’Brien, Mark O’Connor,
Leonard Orlowski, Nancy O’Donnell, Stanley Paczkowski, Richard Ploskonka, Judith
Przybylowski, Carmelita Ruszala, Suzanne
Schachel, Edwin Schaeffer, Barry Scully,
Andrea Sedlak, Thomas Sheehan, Michael
Stolte, John Stover, Margaret Sullivan, William Sullivan, Daniel Ust, Adelaide Wallis,
Margaret Weinman, Diane Wisniewski, Joan
Wisniewski, Maryann Wisniewski, Gerald
Wronski, Dennis Yuhas, Mary Ann Zalewski…Great nicknames never to be forgotten
were Jay, Bulbs, Ish, Jake, Dee…
There were many talented senior athletes including Richard Ambroziak, James
Brady, James Carney, Robert Cavanagh, Joseph Chodkiewicz, Peter Check, John “Jay”
Derent, Gerald Freeman, Lawrence Gleason,
John Jancola, David Kelly, John Kukulski, Robert Kukulski, Edward Majkowski,
William Lorfing, Joseph Matura, Michael
McAndrew, John Norek, Raymond Selover,
Carol Surman, Thomas Trenta, Albert Waters, Vincent Wisniewski, Patricia Biacindo,
Bernadette Cerebe, Suzan Charlton, Francis
Conlan, Dennis Cronin, Peter Curato, Joseph
Czarkowski, Margaret Draper, Norene Emken, Kathleen Ertle, Mary Ann Gelsinon,
Mary Kurtz, Robert Lave, William Leffler,
James Moran, Patrick Richardson, Conrad
Squicciarini, Sharon Welsh…
During graduation week, the #1 song
in the nation was “The Chapel of Love” by
The Dixie Cups…
St. Mary’s Class of 1964 was a hardworking, determined group of teenagers,
focused on making the most out of their lives,
and becoming the best that they could, while
making the world a better place…

Mayor Fred Henry stopped by on Sunday March 23rd to the quarters of Engine 6 SAFD.
Mayor Henry got the chance to meet the members of the Protection Engine Co #1 Explorer
Post #6. The mayor has expressed interest in the program and looks forward to seeing the
progress of the kids within the program. (Photo/story submitted by Thomas Parsons)

Honored For Academic Excellence

A total of 152 students were recently inducted into the Middlesex County College chapter
of Phi Theta Kappa, the international honor society for two-year colleges. From Sayreville,
seated, left to right: Carly Ann Hewitt, Thomas Cardaci, Jerilyn Losowy, Elaina Dellafave.
Standing: Mina Syed, Joseph Muniz, Marlene Preta, Raymond Drill, Craig Johnson, Kayla
Cardona, Anthony Ambrose, Jr.
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The family and friends of Tiffany Tooker gave her a great sendoff to her new position in
Chicago, with a huge going away party at Teddy’s Bar in Morgan. Everyone had a fun time
reminiscing, and wished Tiffany luck and happiness at her new home in Chicago. (Photo
by Tom Burkard)

Cardinal McCarrick
/ St. Mary’s High
School Annual “Gift
& Tea Auction”

Sunday, May 4, 2014 from 12:00 noon
to 5:00pm.
Admission Price $20 Coffee/Tea and
Dessert Included.
Reserve a table for 10 and have a party
at your table! Bring your own food. Don’t
be left out, this event is always a sell-out!
Only 450 tickets will be sold!! For more
Information and to reserve tables call 732721-0748 ext.244 or visit our website: www.
raritanbayprep.org

Police Memorial
May 13

South Amboy PBA Local #63 will
hold its Annual Police Memorial ceremony
on Tues., May 13, 11 a.m. in front of City
Hall, 140 North Broadway. The memorial
is held to honor departed officers of the
local police department. Family members,
past and present law enforcement officers,
and all interested members of the public are
cordially invited to attend.

Shred Program
Event

Middlesex County will hold a paper
shredding event at the South Amboy Municipal Building parking lot on April 26,
from 9 a.m. to 12 p.m. (or until the truck is
filled, whichever occurs first). Recycle your
confidential documents safely and securely!
Bring your files, receipts, bills, financial
statements or any other documents—no
need to remove paper clips or staples. Do
not bring books, magazines, newspapers,
X-rays, floppy disks or CD’s. Limited to
5 file boxes of 100lb. per resident. Open
to Middlesex County residents only. Event
held rain or shine. For more info call 732745-4170.

“Little Lisie”
Benefit

On Friday May 2nd at 7 p.m., the South
Amboy Elks #784, located at 601 Washington
Ave., South Amboy, will host the 3rd Annual
“Little Lisie” Benefit. The Motorcycle Club
of the South Amboy Elks will sponsor the
fundraising event for its precious “poster
child” Alise Strawhand, who suffered brain
damage at an earlier age. Please come out and
show support to “Little Lisie” and her family.
All are welcomed. Live music, refreshments,
etc. will be featured. Donations are welcome
at the door, and may also be sent to: South
Amboy Elks MC Club, 601 Washington Ave.,
South Amboy, NJ 08879.

Golf Outing-April 28

A Golf Outing sponsored by the South
Amboy Fire Department 125th Anniversary
Committee will be held on Monday, April
28th at the Glenwood Country Club in Old
Bridge. Cost is $125 per golfer, $30 per
golfer at the 19th hole. Registration is 7:30
a.m., and there will be a 9 a.m. shotgun
start. Register by April 22nd. Visit us on
Facebook for ongoing info. For more information, contact Mike Toth at 908-930-3497
or mtoth1@optonline.net.

Host Atlantic City
Casino Trip

OLV Knights of Columbus are hosting
an AC bus trip to Resorts Casino on Sunday
May 4th.
The bus will depart The Knights Council
Home located at 775 Washington Rd Parlin
directly across from the Parlin post office at
10 am and return at 8 pm.
The cost is $ 35.00 PP and includes
transportation to and from casino,
$
25.00 back in slot play, a lite breakfast in
the Councils Keegans Pub, and snacks and
beverages on the bus.
Please R.S.V.P if you are interested by
April 24 to Charlie @ 201-320-3077
or Katie @ 732-553-1898

MAVIS Tricky Tray

The Music Association for the Visually
Impaired Students (MAVIS) of New Jersey
will hold a Tricky Tray Auction on Friday,
May 16 at Msgr. Dalton Hall, 42 Main St.,
Sayreville. Doors open at 6 p.m. Drawings
will begin promptly at 7:30 p.m. MAVIS is a
non-profit organization dedicated to providing free musical instruments and subsidized
music lessons for youth and adults with visual
impairments living in NJ.
This event will feature prizes including
electronics, gift certificates, patio furniture
and grill, HD television, premium designer
handbags, jewelry, and hundreds of gift
baskets. Admission is $10 and patrons must
be 18 years old to be admitted. Complimentary cake and coffee will be available.
For more info or to purchase tickets call
732-254-4795.

Wake Up! Come
Out And Play
Night Owl Bingo

St. Stanislaus Kostka Church is sponsoring a Night Owl Bingo on Sat., April
26. Doors open 9 p.m., and games start at
11 p.m. There will be FREE COFFEE all
night, and the kitchen will be open with a
late night menu. Bingo will be held at the
St. Stan’s School Gym, 225 MacArthur
Ave., Sayreville. For more info call Debbie at 732-613-0517 or the Parish office at
732-254-0212.
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Our Lady of Victories 8th Grade students portray the final journey of Christ through the
prayer devotional of the Stations of the Cross. (Photo courtesy of Betty Bowes)

Camping at the Y Keeps Youth Moving,
Learning and Exploring All Summer Long

Summer is the ideal time for kids to get
up, get out and explore. But, for some kids
summer means no access to recreational
and educational activities to help them
learn, grow and thrive during out-of-school
time. As a result, some kids can experience
learning loss and gain weight twice as fast
than during the school year. For parents
and caregivers looking to keep kids’ minds
and bodies active, Camp SAY is offering
summer camp to give youth an adventurous,
active and healthy summer.
YMCA camp programs provide a fun
and unique experience that gives children
and teens the opportunity to explore the
outdoors, meet new friends, discover new
interests and create memories that last a
lifetime. Camp SAY offers: swimming,
day trips, sports, arts & crafts, games, web
design, sign language, science and more!
“YMCA summer camp supports the
social-emotional, cognitive development
and physical well-being of kids,” says Mike
Manfre, Camp Director, South Amboy
YMCA. In our day camp, kids are in a welcoming environment where they can belong,
build relationships, develop character and
achieve – discovering their potential. We
really encourage parents to give their kids
the gift of camp so that every child can
benefit from the experience.”
There are five reasons why children and
teens should attend summer camp:
ADVENTURE: Summer camp is all
about a wide variety of fun adventures and
new experiences, and especially exploring
the outdoors. YMCA camps have a new
adventure for every child and teen. Visit

St. Mary’s Class of
‘69

St. Mary’s HS Class of 1969 is looking
for missing classmates for a 45th Reunion
in the fall. If you or anyone you know
was in this graduating class, let us know
so we can make this the most successful
reunion yet! If you have any information,
phone numbers, e-mail addresses, etc.,
please e-mail to: momznanci@gmail.com
or satimes1@optonline.net.

www.ymcaofmewsa.org for details.
HEALTHY FUN: Day and resident
camps offer fun, stimulating activities that
engage the body and mind, and also help
children and teens learn the importance
of nutrition to help improve their healthy
eating habits.
PERSONAL GROWTH: While being
away from the routine back home, youth
have a chance to learn new skills, and
develop confidence and independence by
taking on new responsibilities and challenges. Camps offer cognitive learning and
social-emotional development opportunities
for achievement.
NEW FRIENDSHIPS: Amidst the fun
of camp games, songs, swimming, canoeing
and talent shows, campers meet new friends
and strengthen existing friendships. The
relationships formed at camp are important
and lasting for many youth.
MEMORIES: Summer camp is an unforgettable experience that will give each
camper memories (and camp traditions) that
will last a lifetime. Youth return to school
with plenty of camp stories to share!
A leading nonprofit committed to
nurturing the potential of youth, the Y has
been a leader in providing summer camp
for nearly 130 years. Camp SAY continues
to give youth an enriching, safe experience
with caring staff and volunteers who model
positive values that help build their kids’
character.
Registration is open for summer 2014!
Register before May 1, 2014 to receive
discounted prices. Camp SAY encourages
parents to give their kids the gift of camp.
And, to ensure that all youth have the chance
to experience camp, Camp SAY offers financial assistance to those in need.
For more information, visit www.
ymcaofmewsa.org or contact Mike Manfre at 732-553-9622 or mike.manfre@
ymcaofmewsa.org.

50 Years Ago

1964-Nine-year old Holly Wisniewski
of Morgan won the U.S. Amateur Roller
Skating Juvenile Ladies championship in
Chicago, Illinois.

Congratulations Mallory on being inducted into to the National Honor Society. From your
Loving Family! (Photo Submitted)
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South Amboy
Taverns,
Bars, Pubs, &
Clubs

South Amboy was well-known for
its many taverns, bars, pubs, and clubs
throughout the years. The following is an
incomplete list of local establishments past
and present: Annabel’s, Tarallo’s, Brave
Bull, The Place, Tom & Box’s, White Eagle
Tavern, Broadway Central, Fatso Fogerty’s,
Tutty Tease, English’s Pub, Cloverleaf,
Landmark, Bottle Stop, Ridgeway Tavern,
Roddy’s Tavern, Club 500, Mike’s Tavern,
Burdak’s, Gay 90’s, Borberly’s Gay 90’s
(1950) Chet’s Gay 90’s, Monaghan House,
Bob’s 2 X 4, Bev’s Cozy Corner, Anton &
Chuck’s Tavern, Pelican’s, Jerome’s Tavern, Lagoda’s, Regal Beagle, Club Jaguar,
John’s Halfway House, Halfway House,
Get’s Halfway House, My Wife’s Place,
Colonel’s Garter, Brothers Inn, Colonel’s
Cooper, Lions Den, Shamrock, Downzie’s,
Molly Salmon’s Lounge, Ogan’s Bar, The
Clubhouse, Dugout Sports Cafe, Todd’s
Dugout, Hillcrest Inn, Nebus Bar, SA Pub,
Freddie’s SA Pub, Allie Clark’s Sportsman’s
Inn, Third Base, The Rendezvous, John’s
Cocktail Lounge (276 Main St. in 1950),
Len’s Tavern (Corner of Center & Cedar
Streets in 1950), Pete’s Tavern (100 Augusta
St. in 1950), Brennan’s Bar & Grill (Corner
of Broadway & John St. in 1950), Coby’ Bar
& Grill (Near Rose Corner, Bordentown
Ave. &, T & W Tavern (442 Bordentown
Ave. in 1950), Nelson’s Tavern (122 South
Broadway in 1950).
If you have any to add that we may have
inadvertently missed, please e-mail us at:
satimes@aol.com.

Easter Bunny
Breakfast

Cliff Moore, popular owner of IHOP on Route
36 in Keyport had a great time serving as
Grand Marshal for this year’s Keyport St.
Patrick’s Day Parade. Congratulations, Cliff!
(Photo by Tom Burkard)

Class of ’54 Plans
Reunion

St. Mary’s HS Class of 1954 is planning
its 60th Reunion. For further information,
contact Marge Gorczyca at 732-727-0877.

All You Can Eat
Filet Mignon Dinner
Benefits Local
Food Banks

The Rotary Club of Sayreville, South
Amboy, and Old Bridge is hosting its 6th
Annual Ultimate Beefsteak on Friday, May
30th. Proceeds from this all you can eat
filet mignon dinner will benefit area food
banks. The event takes place at Sacred Heart
Memorial Hall, located at Main Street and
Washington Ave. in South Amboy. Dinner
will be served at 6:00, and is once again catered by “Real Housewives of New Jersey’s”
The Brownstone. The menu includes cold
antipasto, sliced beef tenderloin, penne in
tomato basil sauce, french fries, dessert,
and hot and cold beverages. Cost is $40
per person. A DJ will be on hand for your
listening and dancing pleasure. For more
information, or to purchase tickets call Glenn
at (732)921-1468, or Jeff at (732)921-1466.
Tickets may also be purchased at Pride
Landscape Supply, 350 Ernston Rd., Parlin.
Space is limited so reserve now.

Golf Outing
Thursday April 24

Jason Nirdlinger Jr., 2 ½ years old and
his mom Jessica Nirdlinger really enjoyed
visiting with the Easter Bunny at the South
Amboy Knights of Columbus #426 Annual
Breakfast with the Easter Bunny. (Photo by
Tom Burkard)

South Amboy Knights of Columbus
Council 426 will be holding their annual
golf outing Thursday April 24, at Cruz Farms
Golf Course in Farmingdale. Registration is
at 8:30 a.m. and tee-off is at 9:30 a.m. The
cost of $85 includes 18 holes of golf, riding
cart, lunch, dinner, and many prizes. Awards
presentation and dinner will be available at
the Knights of Columbus Council HOme
on Fourth Street. For more information,
please call Wayne at 732-406-5371 or Ray
at 732-721-2025.

This group of youngsters had a great time
meeting and getting their picture taken with
Mr. & Mrs. Easter Bunny. (Photo by Tom
Burkard)

On a beautiful, sunny early spring day, South
Amboy’s Rich Keich takes his grandchildren
Ruby (l) and Ryder (r) for a ride on Washington
Ave. Rich is the owner/operator of Junk
Guyz, and specializes in estate cleanouts.
(Photo by Tom Burkard)
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St. Mary’s High School
Prom Memories

1964-It’s hard to believe but it’s been 50 years since that big night at St. Mary’s Senior
Prom, which was highlighted by the “Grand March.” Does anyone know what the “Grand
March” was?

1966-After dancing up a storm, prom-goers try some tasty punch. Pictured (l-r) Robert
Wolynec, Janice Blanchard, Robert Credico, JoAnne Hlivka, John Nolan, Margaret
Christensen, Marvin Carroll and Judith Till.

THE U.S. MAIL
By Elaine Holton Scott

“Letters, we get letters; we get stacks
and stacks of letters. Dear Perry, would
you be so kind, to fill a request and sing
the song I like best….” If your youth had
faded long ago like mine did, you’ll probably remember those lyrics from the Perry
Como Show. Each week, Perry, always
wearing a cardigan sweater, would sing a
song requested by a viewer…or so we had
been told. That was in the 1950’s when
the only form of written communication
were letters sent via the U.S. Mail. Email,
Texting, Twitter, and Facebook, along with
every other social media, has since made
letter writing only for the elderly. Hashtag
(#) Obsolete in Twitter’s vernacular.
When I was a young girl, the mailman,
just like the coalman, the iceman, the ragman,
the milkman, and all the other men doing
their jobs in the neighborhood, was usually
“nameless.” Like other kids at that time,
we had mostly known who they were either
by the uniform they wore or by the truck
they drove, sometimes both. An exception
was Mr. Jaskowiak who sold produce and
fruit from his old, converted, green-painted
school bus. Everyone in town had known
Joey “Jesko’s” dad. Around mid-morning,
our mailman would park his mail truck; sling
his well-worn, black leather mailbag over
his shoulder; then, start delivering the mail.
Back then, that mail satchel of his was a heck
of a lot lighter as there were no advertising
circulars, no solicitations, and no junk mail
of any kind. As there were also no bills for
credit cards, internet service, cell phones,
and cable/Dish/DirecTV since television
viewing was free, what was in the mailman’s
bag was “real mail,” surely not the garbage
filling up our mailboxes today.

Years ago, almost nothing had seemed
as exciting as when the mailman delivered a
letter from a relative “in the old country,” a
boyfriend in the service stationed somewhere
overseas, or a pen pal. Sadly, those days are
in the past, done in by instant communication.
A teenager of today would probably laugh
at the idea of buying a postage stamp. Even
longhand, or cursive as it’s called, seems to
be coming “to the end of the line,” and just
possibly the U.S. Mail is too. Ben Franklin,
America’s first Postmaster General, would
roll over in his grave if he knew the United
States Postal System, for quite some time,
has been hanging on by a mere thread ready
to break.
Written communication has been an
integral part of mankind’s civilization ever
since writing was invented in the Bronze Age
approximately 6,000 years ago. Around
500 B.C., the ancient historian, Herodotus,
was so impressed by the Persian System of
Postal Couriers, he penned the very familiar
quote all of us erroneously associate with
America’s U.S. Mail: “Neither snow nor
rain nor heat nor gloom of night stays these
couriers from the swift completion of their
appointed rounds.” Unless a miracle happens, there won’t be any “appointed rounds”
for the U.S. Post Office left to complete.
*** Thanks to the phenomenal memory
of Tommy Burkard, I finally learned that
Rudy Neumann was the name of the mailman
who had delivered our Mechanicsville mail
50+ plus years ago. Sadly, Rudy “finished
his appointed rounds.” May he R.I.P.

Tea Along the Asian
Pacific Rim

The OLV Senior Group will meet on
Friday, May 2, 2014 at 1 PM in Monsignor
Dalton Hall. We will have our annual May
Crowning Ceremony. Please remember to
bring your rosaries since we will be saying
the rosary during the crowning ceremony.
A brief business meeting will following the
Crowning. Afterwards, light refreshments
will be served. Remember to wear something
blue that day. The final deposit for the Canada
trip is due this month. Non- perishable foods
will be collected for St. Vincent de Paul. If
you did not order a sandwich at the April
meeting, please call Geri no later than April
28th. No sandwich will be taken after that
date. For further information or questions
call Teri at 732-727-7639.

Tea was discovered in China over 5000
years ago and became a treasured and beloved
beverage. The love of tea soon spread to
other countries in the East including Japan,
Korea, Vietnam, and India. Learn about the
various tea customs and drinking habits of
several countries along the Asian Pacific Rim
from tea expert and food historian, Judith
Krall-Russo at Sayreville Public Library
on Saturday, May 10 from 2:00 to 3:30PM.
Various teas and international delights will
be served!
For more information or to register,
contact Alaina at 732-727-0212 ex. 25, email
her at alainad@lmxac.org, or register online
at www.sayrevillelibrary.org! Ages thirteen
and up only, please.

50 Years Ago

1969-45 years have passed since this memorable May 9, 1969 St. Mary’s Senior Prom,
which was held at the Berkeley-Carteret Hotel in Asbury Park. A band called “Moon Balloon”
provided the music. Couples are dressed in the formal wear of the day.

May 2, 1964-Marked the first major
student demonstration.
July 2, 1964-President Lyndon B.
Johnson singed the Civil Rights Act of
1964 into law, abolishing segregation in
schools, workplaces and public places. It
also outlawed discrimination against racial,
ethnic, national and religious minorities and
against women.
Sept. 17, 1964-“Bewitched” debuted on
ABC TV with Elizabeth Montgomery and
Dick York, and ran until March 25, 1972.
Oct. 1, 1964-Berkley Free Speech
Movement fueled the 1960’s Civil Rights
Movement.

OLV Senior Group
Meeting

Honored For
Academic
Excellence

A total of 152 students were recently
inducted into the Middlesex County College
chapter of Phi Theta Kappa, the international honor society for two-year colleges.
From South Amboy: Nicole Mondalto.

Coughlin-Zammit
Wins County Award

Former South Amboy Board of Education President, Cindy Coughlin-Zammit
recently received the prestigious Friend of
Public Education Award for 2014 from the
Middlesex County Education Association.
Congratulations, Cindy!

South Amboy-Sayreville Times April 19, 2014 15

16 April 19, 2014 South Amboy-Sayreville Times

Talented young musicians rocked the South Amboy Knights of Columbus #426 Hall during
its monthly Open Mic Night. (Photo by Tom Burkard)

Goldie Played At
The Saint

Rock musician and former Sayreville
resident, Bobby Goldie, who as a teenager
played in a band with the world-renowned
Jon Bon Jovi, performed on March 29th
at The Saint in Asbury Park, with his band
“Brody’s Monster.”

Open Mic Friday
April 25

South Amboy Knights of Columbus
hold their monthly Open Mic Friday night
April 25 at 8 p.m. at the Council Home on
308 Fourth Street. Anyone who wishes to
sing or play are invited. There is no cover
charge. Snacks and beverages are available.
For more information call 732-721-2025.

Sayreville Friends
of the Public
Library Digital
Media Preservation

The Friends of the Sayreville Public
Library will be hosting the Digital Media
Preservation Services as the Library on
Saturday, May 3, 2014 from 11 AM – 2 PM.
Do you have VHS tapes, 8 or 16 mm movies,
photos, slides or photo albums? Before these
memories are lost DMM will professionally convert your content to DVDs. DMM
advisors will be available to answer any
questions and to write up your order for the
media you want to preserve to DVD. Bring
your personal media to be dropped off and
converted. Twenty percent (20%) of all
proceeds from the session will be donated to
the Library. For further information contact
Elaine at 732-727-0192.

Former Drummer
Remembered

One of the area’s earliest rock ‘n’ roll
drummers from the late 1950’s, Bruce Shingola, 61, formerly of Morgan died Oct. 22,
2000 in Florida. His cousin Rick Shingola,
also an outstanding drummer was shocked
to Google Bruce on line, and find that he
had passed away so long ago.
Bruce originally played with Tommy
Lucas & The Hound Dogs, and later with
South Amboy and Sayreville’s “Godfather
of Rock ‘N’ Roll,” Roger Johnson and The
Hubcaps. Roger when contacted about
Bruce’s passing away recalled that “He was
a good, all-around guy.”

#1 Country HitsApril 19

2004-When The Sun Goes Down-Kenny
Chesney/Uncle Kracker
1999-How Forever Feels-Kenny Chesney
1984-Thank God For the Radio-The Kendalls
1979-I Don’t Want To Be Right-Barbara
Mandrell
1964-Understand Your Man-Johnny Cash

You Tube-In
By Tom Burkard

2000’s-“Home” by Phillip Phillips in
2012 is an outstanding song…”Adrienne”
by River City Extension in 2011 is interesting…Titus Andronicus released “A More
Perfect Union” in 2010…
1990’s-“Run-Around” reached #8 in ’95
for John Popper and his band…”Zombie”
by The Cranberries hit #22 on the Billboard
chart in 1994…
1980’s-Check out The Beach Boys
cover of The Beatles “Back In The USSR”
performed live at Washington, D.C. in
’81…“Mandolin Rain” peaked at #4 in ’87
for Bruce Hornsby…Also in ’87, INXS went
all the way to #1 with “Need You Tonight,”
and cracked the #2 spot in ’88 with “Devil
Inside”…The Cure’s “Love Song” got to
#2 in 1989…
1970’s-Bet you don’t remember a 1971
instrumental called “Cool Aid” by Paul
Humphrey & His Cool Aid Chemists band
that went to #29…In ’78, John Paul Young
took “Love Is In The Air” up to #8..
1960’s-“I Want Candy” by The Strangeloves topped out at #11 in ’65, and their “Night
Time” in ‘66 was a #30 hit…”Summertime”
by Billy Stewart reached #10 in 1966, and
that same year his song “Secret Love” came
in at #29. Stewart died on Jan. 17, 1970 in
a car crash. He was 32 years old …Also in
1966, The Syndicate of Sound reached #8
with “Little Girl”…
1950’s-“Daddy Cool” by The Rays was
a cool Doo-Wop for all the 50’s fans out
there…In ’59, The Impalas peaked at #2
with their hit, “Sorry (I Ran All The Way
Home)”…

“A Letter To The
Beatles”

On March 9, 1964, The Four Preps, a
popular folk music group had their latest
record, “A Letter To The Beatles” released
by Capitol Records. The lyrics described
a boy lamenting the fact that he lost his
girlfriend to The Beatles.
The record went to #85 on the charts in
one day, and looked like a big hit—unfortunately, The Four Preps included a few bars
from The Beatles’ “I Want To Hold Your
Hand,” without permission, and Capitol
Records was forced to withdraw the single
to avoid a law suit.
You can hear this rare record by going
to youtube.com and typing in “A Letter To
The Beatles,” by The Four Preps.

Fit4Kids Magic
Show

Muscle Man Mike’s just MAGIC
Show is a unique and wonderful approach
to performing magic. Look no further for
something exciting and fun! Amazing illusions, stunning Super Hero magic, music,
audience participation and a special appearance by Rocky the Rabbit. Don’t miss
out on this amazing show! Join us at the
Sayreville Public Library, April 29 at 5:30
PM. For more information or to register,
contact Marie at 732-727-0212 ex. 26 or
email her at mchuntz@lmxac.org or you
may also register online at www.sayrevillelibrary.org.

This seasoned group of veteran musicians had a cool time jamming and rocking the house
at Open Mic Night. Pictured (l-r) Emerson Jones, Jim Campbell, Tom Burkard, Dave Silva,
Clem Skarzynski. (Photo by Joe Lotkowictz)

Do You Remember? #1 Pop Hits-April 19

There was plenty of Pop, Country, and
Rock ‘n’ Roll music TV shows back in the
1960’s & 70’s. How many of these do you
recall?
Hullabaloo (NBC); Shindig (ABC);
Where The Action Is (ABC); Disc-O-Teen
(Ch 47 UHF, WNJU). This show ran from
1964-67 and featured Zacherley (John
Zacherle); Hollywood A Go-Go The Clay
Cole Show, where a young music lover from
South Amboy, Henry Conroy AKA “Henny
The DJ” once appeared. Then there was
Hee-Haw; Soul Train; The Johnny Cash
Show; The Sonny & Cher Show, and the
king of them all, The Dick Clark Show. We
can’t forget Soul Train; Midnight Special;
Shebang with Kasey Kasem.
For those who preferred radio and listened to 77-WABC AM, who remembers the
contest they ran called “The Big Break?”
The station featured amateur bands from
the New York/New Jersey area, and was
run from 1967-68. A group that consisted
of all Montclair State students called The
Dirdy Birdies Jug Band, was selected “The
Big Break” winner. They performed an old
Leadbelly song, “Duncan & Brady” for their
winning number.
The audience would vote for their
favorite band by sending in a postcard to
WABC, and the top 10 vote-getters would
compete at the Big Break finals, and share
the bill with national recording acts of the
day, The Blues Magoos and Steppenwolf.
Radio legend Cousin Brucie hosted the finals
on July 4, 1968 at Shea Stadium.
The Dirdy Birdies Jug Band still performs today, and have opened for top-notch
60’s bands, The Royal Guardsmen and The
Union Gap. Check their website, and also
see them perform their winning song on
youtube.com.

2009-Boom Boom Pow-Black Eyed Peas
1994-Bump ‘N Grind-R. Kelly
1989-She Drives Me Crazy-Fine Young
Cannibals
1974-Benny And The Jets-Elton John
1969-Aquarius-The 5th Dimension

One Hit Wonders

1979-New York Groove-Ace Freehley; Got To Be Real-Cheryl Lynn; Shake
It-Ian Matthews; What You Won’t Do For
Love-Bobby Caldwell; Livin’ It Up (Friday
Night)-Bell & James; Knock On Wood-Amii
Stewart; Music Box Dancer-Frank Mills;
I Got My Mind Made Up-Instant Funk;
Just When I Needed You Most-Randy Vanwarmer; You Take My Breath Away-Rex
Smith; Ring My Bell-Anita Ward; Ain’t
No Stoppin’ Us Now-McFadden & Whitehead; Makin’ It-David Naughton; Born To
Be Alive-Patrick Hernandez; Cruel To Be
Kind-Nick Lowe; Drivers Seat-Sniff ‘N’
The Tears; Hold On-Ian Gomm; Pop MusicM; Come To Me-France Joli; You’re Only
Lonely-J.D. Souther

Walk For Kayla’s
Crew

The South Amboy Middle/High School
will hold a Walk to benefit Kayla’s Crew on
May 1st on the track behind the school. The
proceeds from the walk will go the C.H.O.P.
(Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia).
Registration will take place from 3:00 pm
to 3:30pm the day of the walk. The walk
will begin at 3:30 pm and end at 5:00pm. If
you have any questions, please feel free to
contact Diane Smocovich at dsmocovich@
sapublicschools.com or Maureen Strzykalski at mstrzykalski@sapublicschools.com
Entertainment and refreshments will be
provided by the South Amboy Education
Association.

Music Trivia
Last
By Tom Burkard

1.__ Last Dance
2.__Last Date
3.__Last Kiss
4.__Last Night
5.__(Last Night) I Didn’t Get To Sleep At All
6.__Last Song
7.__Last Time
8.__Last Train To Clarksville
9.__ Last Chance To Turn Around
10.__Last Child
Answers
1g 2d 3i 4c 5j 6b 7a 8e 9h 10f.

a. The Rolling Stones
b. Edward Bear
c. Mar-Keys
d. Floyd Kramer
e. The Monkees
f. Aerosmith
g. Donna Summer
h. Gene Pitney
i. J. Frank Wilson & Cavaliers
j. The 5th Dimension

School Sports
Boys Basketball
Sayreville (24-4) The Bombers tied the
school record for most wins in a season, and
was ranked #4 in Home News Tribune’s
final Top 10, #3 in the Star Ledger, while
winning the GMC White Division title. The
Star Ledger selected Sayreville as Middlesex County’s “Team of the Year,” citing the
brilliant coaching of John Wojcik, calling
the Bombers “the most unselfish team in
Middlesex County, and one of the most hardnosed, which is a reflection of Coach John
Wojcik.” Also mentioned was the “perfect
mix of players,” led by 1,000 point scorer
Corey Taite (1,176), Rob Seraji, Brian Gay,
Jehyve Floyd, Malik Pressley, and Myles
Hartsfield.
South Amboy (20-7) Turned in the
school’s best record since the 1970’s, and
finished #10 in Home News Tribune’s Top
10, and #8 in the Star Ledger. The Guvs under
Coach Lenny Reyes, had two players reach
1,000 points this season, Steve Herdman
(1,229) and Joe Fruncillo (1,003). Herdman
also became the 14th player in county history
to connect on 200 or more 3-pointers in his
career, finishing with 202.
Cardinal McCarrick/St. Mary’s (6-17)
Sky Harris went over the 1,000 point scoring mark this season (1,139), while freshman Pop Brown showed plenty of promise
for the future, and was selected to the Star
Ledger’s All-Freshman 1st Team. Aaron
Lewis played all-around excellent basketball,
always giving 100%.
Top Scorers
Points-Herdman 438 Taite 438 Harris
419.
Scoring Avg.-Harris 18.2 Herdman 16.2
Taite 15.6.
Girls Basketball
Sayreville (16-9) Led by All-Area and
All-Middlesex 1st team selection Jackie
Rodriguez, who cracked the 1,000 point
mark this season, the Bombers had a fine
season. Rodriguez finished with a 19.4
scoring avg., one of the best in the county,
and also connected on 71 3-pointers.
Boys Bowling
Sayreville-The Bombers had another
fine season and were ranked #15 in the state.
Led by All-Everything, A.J. Angotti, the
Blue & Gray captured its 3rd straight GMCT
championship. Angotti led the county with
a sizzling (218.83) avg.
Girls Bowling
Sayreville-The girls had one of the best
seasons in school history and finished with
a #16 ranking for all of New Jersey.
Wrestling
Sayreville (19-4) Turned in one of the
best records in school history, and was ranked
#6 for the year in Middlesex County by the
Star Ledger. Soph Anthony Porcaro (285)
was outstanding throughout the campaign
finishing with a (32-3) record, winning the
GMC and District 20 titles.
Baseball
South Amboy (5-0) shocked Wardlaw
Hartridge, 6-0 in the season opener. Tim
Kales ripped a single and had 3 RBI…Coach
Dan Poulsen’s Guvs made it 4 in a row,
pounding Piscataway Tech, 9-4. Danny
Murphy notched his 2nd win of the year,
while Tim Kales racked up 3 RBI, and
Tyler Oliveri smashed a double and added
2 RBI…Blasted Timothy Christian, 12-0
in 5 innings. Winning pitcher Dan Gentile
struck out 9 while allowing only 3 hits. Nick
Kales and Tyler Oliveri got 2 RBI each,
while Orville Vazquez blasted a triple and
scored 3 runs… Vazquez is the top hitter in
the GMC Gold Division so far with a scorching .727 batting avg., 8-for-11 at the plate.
Danny Murphy is (2-0, 1.50 ERA), and is
batting .556. Tim Kales is off to a sizzling
start with a .538 avg., 16 RBI, 2 homers,
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(As of April 12)
By Tom Burkard

and a double…
Sayreville (2-2) opened its season by
breaking loose for 7 runs in the top of the
7th inning, to pound Piscataway, 11-4. Chris
Ryan belted a 2-run triple and Nolan Rivera
added a 2-run single to break a 4-4 tie in the
7th inning. Ryan also added 2 singles and
finished with 4 RBI, while Rivera contributed
a two-base hit…The Bombers made it 2 in a
row, beating Piscataway again, 8-5, in a home
and home series. Junior Ryan Shereyka was
the winning pitcher allowing just 6 hits while
striking out 9. Bobby Gambardella blasted
a 3-run double, and Josh Guarnera drilled 2
hits and added an RBI…Old Bridge knocked
Sayreville from the unbeaten ranks by a 13-0
score…Soph pitcher Peter Soporowski lost
a 1-0 heartbreaker to unbeaten Old Bridge.
He allowed only 6 hits and fanned 5…
Cardinal McCarrick/St. Mary’s (2-2)
rode a fine pitching performance from winning pitcher Brandon Audet, who fired a
1-hitter (A first inning single), and catcher
Ray Prato’s 2-run double to take a 5-2 Opening Day victory over Highland Park…The
Eagles won their second in a row by routing
Timothy Christian, 15-4. Kyle Chaney and
Jeremy Arroyo rapped 2 hits apiece…East
Brunswick Tech topped CM, 6-2. Prato
blasted an RBI double…CM fell to Wardlaw-Hartridge, 12-1, despite a perfect 3-for-3
game from Audet…
Softball
Sayreville (2-1) opened its season with
a 10-0, 5-inning mercy romp over Carteret.
Erin Fitzsimmons was the winning pitcher…
Piscataway squeaked by the Bombers 1-0 in
a pitcher’s duel. Fitzsimmons took the tough
setback, but fanned 8. Mary Kate Kersting
stroked 2 hits for the Blue & Gray…Christina
Misiur singled in Rebecca Wehrle with the
game-winning run after Wehrle tripled in
the bottom of the 7th, as the Bombers beat
South Brunswick, 6-5…
Cardinal McCarrick/St. Mary’s (2-2)
fell to Middlesex 4-2. Morgan Tavaska had a
hit and RBI for the Lady Eagles…The Lady
Eagles nipped Wardlaw-Hartridge, 2-1, as
winning pitcher Jackie Riley struck out 18,
and belted a single and double, while scoring
a run. Melissa Adams added an RBI…
South Amboy (2-2) Wardlaw-Hartridge
slammed South Amboy 11-0 to spoil the
Lady Guvs season opener. Christina Reyes
stroked 2 hits for SA…The Purple and Gold
bowed to South River, 11-1 in 4 innings.
Alexis Wojtowicz knocked in the lone run
for SA…South Amboy won its first game
of the year by nipping Perth Amboy Tech,
7-6. Alissa Bikowski, Christine Reyes, and
Sabrina Meyers all had big RBI singles…SA
hammered Highland Park, 17-9. Reyes
ripped 3 hits and Cheyenne Moskal got 2
hits…

Krysal Pearson

Tim Kales

Jackie Riley

Kales Fires NoHitter Drives In 6

Cardinal McCarrick/St. Mary’s ace
pitcher, Jackie Riley opened the 2014 with
an incredible 7-inning no-hitter, striking
out 14, as the Lady Eagles blasted New
Brunswick, 16-5. Brittany Clayton had a
huge game by going a perfect 5-for-5 with
a 3-run homer and 6 RBI. Samantha Napoli
and Victoria Zayas drove in 3 runs apiece
for the winners.

South Amboy junior, Tim Kales fired a
brilliant 6-inning no-hitter, and struck out 13
of the 21 batters he faced, as SA romped 10-0
in 6 innings over Dunellen, who had only 3
base runners, one on a walk and two reached
base on errors. In addition, Kales unloaded
a towering 3-run homer to left-center, and
also had the last RBI of the game, his sixth,
in the bottom of the 6th inning that ended
the contest with the mercy rule. Coach Dan
Poulsen’s powerhouse snapped Dunellen’s
33-game winning streak in the GMC Gold
Division.

Sayreville sophomore wrestling standout Anthony Porcaro was named to the
Home News Tribune All-Area 1st Team for
the (285 lb.) class, and also All-Middlesex
1st Team in the Star Ledger. He captured
the GMC, and District 20 championships,
while placing 4th in Region 5. Anthony
finished with a super (32-3) record, and led
the Bombers to a (19-4). Sayreville senior
basketball sensation, Jackie Rodriguez was
selected to the Home News Tribune All-Area
1st Team. Jackie, who began her career at
Cardinal McCarrick, led the Bombers to a
(16-9) record, while firing in 71-three pointers and averaged 19.4 points per game, one
of the top marks in the county.
Sayreville’s A.J. Angotti was a Home
News Tribune All-Area 1st Team Bowling
choice, 1st Team All-Central Jersey, and
2nd Team All-State. He had the highest
average (218.83) in the county, and led
the Bombers to their third straight GMCT
championship. He finished #6 in the GMC
Individual Championships with 1,282 pins,
and his regular season series (811) was the
highest among All-GMC picks.

Shaun Abubakar of Sayreville was an
All-Group 4 1st Team selection, 1st Team
All-Middlesex in the Star Ledger, and Home
News Tribune All-Area 1st Team Indoor
Track choice for the 55 Hurdles. He won the
championships in Central Group IV (7.83)
and Group IV (7.81), while finishing 3rd at
the Meet of Champions with a (7.60) time.
Elizabeth Kaczmarek was an All-Middlesex Girls Swimming 1st Team selection
for the 500 Free.
Others with local ties who received
basketball honors were Marques Townes
of St. Joseph’s scored 1,863 points in his
schoolboy career, and helped lead his team
to a (30-2) record, and the #1 ranked team
in N.J. for the season. Townes started his
high school basketball career at Cardinal
McCarrick/St. Mary’s, where he scored quite
a few points in 2 years before heading to St.
Joe’s. Marques was a 3rd Team All-State, 2nd
Team All-Non-Public All-State, 1st Team
All-Area, 1st Team All-Middlesex.
Kevin Bloodgood, led his Shore team to
a (21-9) record, while making the 3rd Team
Group I All-State.

Riley Spins NoHitter

Locals Gain Honors

College Notebook

Alyssa McDonough (Sayreville), a
freshman guard for FDU-Florham was a
contributing member to the phenomenal
unbeaten (33-0) NCAA Division III national championship team. In the final, FDU
downed Whitman, 80-72, as McDonough
came off the bench and poured in 8 points
in 13 minutes. She scored a 3-point play
midway through the second half that gave
the Devils the lead, after they had trailed by
6 points, minutes earlier…Alyssa played
for the Sayreville Bombers last season and
scored her 1,000th point…Krystal Pearson
(Sayreville) is playing third base and pitching
for Brookdale CC. (13-4). She is ripping
the ball for a .380 avg., with 6 doubles, a
homer and 12 RBI. Pearson owns a .404
on-base pct., and .560 slugging pct. On the
mound, she is (4-3) with 22 strikeouts in
39.1 innings, and sports a 2.67 ERA. In a
recent 14-1 romp over Harford CC, she fired
a 5-inning, 1 hitter, and blasted a home run
and two singles to drive in 2 runs…Christian
Campbell (Sayreville), a frosh at Rutgers is
batting .250 with 18 hits, 2 doubles, and leads
the team with 5 sacrifices. In a recent loss
6-4 loss to Iona, he drilled 2 singles and drew
a walk for Rutgers now (10-14)…Kristen
Fitzsimmons (Sayreville) is starting in the
outfield and also seeing a little time on the
pitcher’s mound for The College of New

Jersey (6-14). She is batting .255 with 14
hits, 4 doubles and 6 RBI. Fitzsimmons has
relieved in 2 games, pitching 5.1 innings,
with 1 strikeout, 4 bases on balls, and an ERA
of 7.88 with no decisions…Jimmy Kraivec
has pitched 3 games in relief for Centenary
College (8-5), working 5.1 innings, struck
out 8, allowed 10 hits, and has a 10.13 ERA,
with no decisions…
Many locals are playing for Middlesex
County College (MCC). Andrea Garcia
(South Amboy) is #2 on the team with a .500
batting avg., #2 in runs scored with 13, and
tied for #2 in hits-12. Her on-base-pct. Is
.600, and slugging pct. Is .500 for the MCC
softball squad (7-3)…The baseball roster
features Sayreville alums Matt Bouthillette,
Vincent Gambardella, Scott Griffin and Vincent Ernea; South Amboy grads Matt Lavan
and Joe Smith, and Cardinal McCarrick/St.
Mary’s Eric Pacansky.
Bouthillette is hitting .270 with 10 hits, 3
doubles and 4 RBI for the Colts (5-8)…Gambardella is at .154 with 4 hits, 2 RBI...Lavan
is stinging the ball for a .350 clip with 7 hits,
3 doubles, and 1 RBI…Smith is 1-for-8, with
a double and is batting .125…There are no
records available for Pacansky, Griffin, and
Ernea even though they are listed on the
website roster…
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The Local Sports Memory Machine
By Tom Burkard

From The Sports Archives

1982-The South Amboy Police captured 1st place in the Central Monmouth Police Softball
League. The champions pictured (l-r) are Jack O’Leary Sr., Jack O’Leary Jr., Steve
Malkiewicz, Bernie Mackiel, Don Rzepka, Alvah Cox, Ken Szatkowski, Jerry Pizzillo, Ray
Durski, Leo McCabe, Jim Holovacko, Bob Kelly, Bob McKeon. Top row (l-r) Tom O’Leary,
John Dragotta, Bill O’Leary, Joe Hoffman. Front row (l-r) batgirls Jill Rzepka, and Janet
Rzepka. (Photo courtesy of Don Rzepka)

Diamond Dust
1975

South Amboy Little Fellas League
Progressive 5 Enterprise 2-Winning
pitcher Steve Richmond struck out 11. Mike
Noble ripped 3 hits for Enterprise.
English Chevron 8 Jo-Tom’s 5-Winning pitcher Chris Martin fanned 12 and
stroked 2 hits.
South Amboy Girls Softball
Senators 14 Indians 6-Gina Guiro
blasted a home run and had 4 RBI.
Royals 8 Orioles 4-Ann McCabe socked
a homer and triple.
South Amboy Midget League
Orioles 9 Yanks 8-John McQuade hammered 4 hits for the Yanks.
Cards 1 Pirates 0-Mike Shannon ripped
the game-winning double.

South Amboy Won
Freeholders
Tourney

1958-The South Amboy Little League
All-Stars team No. 1 captured the Middlesex
County Freeholders Baseball Tournament.
The boys were coached by Alfie O’Connor
and Frank English. The talented players were
George Stramback, Dennis Wood, Danny
Ust, Tom Purcell, Jim Carney, Lenny Kuczynski, Art O’Donnell, Joe Chodkiewicz, Jim
Vida, Phil Belcio, Ray Drill, Tom Vona.

Mets Trip Saturday
May 10

South Amboy Knights of Columbus
Council 426 are sponsoring an outing to
beautiful Citi Fieldon Saturday May 10 to
see the Mets battle their NL East rival
Phillies with All Stars Ryan Howard. Chase
Utley, Cliff Lee, and Cole Hamels in a 7:10
p.m. game. The cost is $80 per person which
includes field-level reserved seats, Nolan
Ryan bobblehead doll, roundtrip motorcoach
transporation, voucher for hamburger, hot
dog, or pizza with french fries and soda.
Snacks and beverages will be available at the
Council Home on Fourth Street. We leave
for the ballpark at 3:30 p.m. For reservations
call Steve at 732-727-1707.

T.H.E.
Game

Sport-Softball
Year-1988
Teams-St. Mary’s (9-1) vs. Hoffman (1-8)
in City Series action.
Recap-The Lady Eagles behind a magnificent 2-hitter by Leann Durski nipped
Hoffman, 6-5. Kathy O’Toole went 2-for2, while Michelle Mancuso ripped a 2-run
single. Tricia Smith hit a two-bagger for
the Lady Guvs.
Player-of-the-Game-Leann Durski

Legos Wanted

The Sayreville Recreation Department
is seeking donations of Lego (new or gently
played with) sets for use by our Afterschool
programs and summer camps. If you have
any sets you wish to donate please drop
them off at the Recreation Office Monday
– Friday from 8:00am – 4:00pm. Any sets
will be greatly appreciated.

Sports Card /
Collectible Show

The Sayreville First Aid Squad is holding a Sports Card / Collectible show Saturday
April 26, 2014 from 8:30am – 3:00pm in the
First Aid squad building at 776 Washington
Road. Please come out support the First Aid
Squad. For more information and Dealer
Opportunities please call 732-614-8639.

Baseball Players
To Watch

Glory Days
In Local
Sports

1954-Ray “Butch” Tomaszewski fired a 3-hitter
and struck out 11 to lead
Hoffman to a 10-3 romp
over Atlantic Highlands.
Roger Lambertson had a
perfect 3-for-3 game with
3 singles. 1967-Sayreville slaughtered South
River, 13-2 in baseball action, as winning
pitcher Rich More struck out 11. Powerhitting first baseman, Dale Kurowsky went
3-for-3 with 2 home runs and 6 RBI. South
River’s Joe Theisman, who went on to star
in the NFL, drilled 2 hits and stole 2 bases.
1976-Hoffman beat Monroe, 7-5 behind
winning pitcher Jack Conlon. George Bongiorno smacked a double and triple for 2 RBI.
1986-Dave Kennedy tripled and was singled
in by Phil Sullivan with the winning run in
the bottom of the 7th, as St. Mary’s nipped
St. Pius, 5-4. Winning pitcher Chuck Connery fired a 2-hitter, struck out 8, and belted
a 2-run homer. Matt Blaha orbited a solo
home run. 1997-St. Mary’s girls’ softball
squad topped Piscataway Tech, 17-15. Molly
McCreary was the winning pitcher, and Lisa
Fiore blasted a 2-run triple.
2001-Sayreville defeated Woodbridge
in softball play, 4-2 behind winning pitcher
Jessica Small who fired a 6-hitter and chalked
up 9 strikeouts. Julia Switzer hammered
2 singles and a double, and Laura Lasko
added 2 hits.

South Amboy
Copped
Baseball Titles

1951-The South Amboy All-Stars won
the Middlesex County Freeholders Junior
Baseball Tournament for the fourth time
in the past 5 years, as the defeated South
River, 9-7. SA also won the crown in 1947,
1948, and 1949.
Bill “Smokey” Ryan was the coach of
the talented team, which was comprised
of mostly South Amboy players including
George Spiecker, John Kovaleski, Jack Vail,
Bill “Biff” McKeon, Jim Inman, Joe Smith,
and Bill Bouchard. Other players included
Sayreville’s Vic Krolik, former Perth Amboy
St. Mary’s star pitcher Kenny Clebak, and
Paul Lacity.
In the championship game, the South
Amboy All-Stars were led by winning
pitcher Jack Vail, who hurled 4 innings
and allowed only 1 hit while striking out
4. He also stroked 2 singles and drove in
2 runs. Kenny Clebak relieved Vail. Jim
Inman laced 2 singles and had 3 RBI for
the champs.
The South Amboy lineup was: Smith
2b Kovaleski 3b Vail p-1b B. McKeon c
Spiecker cf Krolik 1b-2b Lacity ss Inman
rf Bouchard lf Res. Clebak p.

“Biff” Remembers
Teammate Eddie
O’Brien
By Bill “Biff” McKeon

Eddie O’Brien never grabbed the headlines, whereas he didn’t hit the home runs or
score 20 points a game, however, he was the
leader on the field in a very quiet, professional manner. Eddie was a guy who batted
2-for-3 in the game, and scored the winning
run, or got the ball to his twin brother Jackie
“Shots,” who racked up 20 points, but Eddie
was always the assist leader.
Even when he was inducted into the
prestigious AAABA Hall of Fame last August 2013 in Johnstown, PA, he spoke of
others, his teammates with the Pittsburgh
Pirates and his manager, but not about
himself.
The game I always remember was in
January 1948, when St. Mary’s HS Eagles
basketball team was playing the strongest
Catholic boys basketball team in New Jersey—Camden Catholic HS at St. Mary’s
old gym with the low ceiling. Camden
Catholic led most of the game by 3 points
or more until the final 8 minutes, when St.
Mary’s Coach Reggie Carney’s squad of Ray
Stockton, Eddie and Jack “Shots” O’Brien,
Jerry Hoban, Jerry Connors, Jack McKeon,
and Bob “Ace” Hennessey, took command,
as Camden Catholic had trouble shooting
their long shots, which were hitting the low,
arching ceiling, which allowed the Eagles to
get within 1 point of tying the game, with
less than a minute to go. Eddie was dribbling the ball in center court, when he was
fouled with seconds remaining on the clock.
Time out was called by Camden Catholic,
and when the game was resumed, Eddie,
who was accustomed to pressure made the
first foul shot, tying the game, and then all
hell broke loose, when he made the second
foul shot, giving the St. Mary’s HS Eagles
one of the biggest victories in the school’s
history. No headlines appeared in the Perth
Amboy newspaper or New Brunswick paper
saying that Eddie was the hero, only the
story of the big win. That’s Eddie O’Brien,
a winner in all respects of life.

Pittsburgh Pirates
Honor Eddie
O’Brien

Eddie O’Brien was honored on Opening
Day at PNC Park, home or the Pittsburgh
Pirates, with a moment of silence along with
“Members of the Pirates family who have
passed away in recent months,” according
to a Pittsburgh Pirates press release. Other
big leaguers honored were Hall-of-Famer
Ralph Kiner, Johnny Logan, and Preston
Ward. A minor leaguer and sportswriter
were also mentioned.
*A special thank you to Pittsburgh
Pirates fan Bill Parsons for submitting the
information.

Sayreville’s Brandon Bielak, star pitcher
for St. Joseph’s HS, and committed to Notre
Dame University hopes to have an injury-free
season as a senior. He was (3-2) with a stellar 1.62 ERA last year, but only worked 34
innings because of an injury. In addition he
swings a big bat, and hit .404, while leading
the club in RBI with 16. Mike Marcinczyk
of Sayreville is the talented senior third
baseman for East Brunswick Tech.

Opening Day 1953-The South Amboy Little League Opening Day Parade is led by South
Amboy dignitaries James Van Derveer (Far left), and William “Doc” O’Leary (c), along with
other unidentified politicians. The photo was taken as the parade was coming down South
Stevens Ave. from Main St. With a magnifying glass you can see the Gulf gas station on
the right in back, and Molly Salmon’s Bar (across the street from Gulf) on Main St. It is now
Don Giovanni’s. (Photo by James Tedesco, courtesy of Judy Januszak)

Ust Named Executive Director

Brant Ust

Brant Ust, son of former South Amboy
resident Paul Ust, has been named executive
director of the Notre Dame Monogram Club.
Brant, a baseball Monogram winner and 2001
graduate of Notre Dame’s Mendoza College
of Business, was officially selected for the
position in March.
Ust will manage the Monogram Club’s
staff, activities and membership outreach, as
well as collaborate closely with the Board
of Directors to establish the Club’s priorities and goals. Additionally, he will oversee
special events and reunions involving former
student-athletes throughout the year.
Brant has worked with USA Baseball,
where he serves as Director of the 18U National Team Program & Alumni Relations.
Under his leadership, the 18U National Team
won gold medals at the 2011 COPABE 18U
Pan American Championships in Cartagena,
Colombia, the 2012 IBAF 18U World Championships in Seoul, South Korea, and most
recently, at the 2013 IBAF 18U World Cup
in Taichung, Taiwan.

Organizing for
Kids: Part 3 of The
Easy Organization
Series

This special organization class is
geared toward 5-10 year olds and their
parents! Professional organizer, Katie Tracy
of Simple Spaces, LLC, will offer a kidfriendly description of disorganization and
why being organized is important. She will
do a sorting exercise and, of course, read a
book! Organizing can be fun with Katie’s
methods!
Join Katie at the Sayreville Public
Library on Wednesday, May 14, from 6:30
to 8:00PM. To register, contact Alaina at
alainad@lmxac.org, call her at 732-7270212 ex. 25, or register online now at www.
sayrevillelibrary.org!

Ust also worked to reconnect USA
Baseball with its former players and
coaches, while building awareness for the
organization’s brand and future endeavors.
He helped organize the USA Baseball-Irish
Classic, which Notre Dame has hosted at the
USA Baseball National Training Complex
each of the past two years in Cary, N.C.
Selected by the Detroit Tigers in the 6th
round of the 1999 MLB draft, Ust enjoyed
a 9-year professional baseball career with
the Tigers, Red Sox, Pittsburgh Pirates and
Seattle Mariners organizations. He was a
member of USA Baseball’s Collegiate National Team and 2005 World Cup Team.
Before joining the USA Baseball staff,
Ust previously served as an assistant baseball
coach at the University of Michigan.
As an infielder at Notre Dame, he became one of the most decorated players in
program history, earning BIG EAST Conference Rookie of the Year honors in 1997,
while taking home the conference’s Player
of the Year award in 1998. He also earned
3rd team All-America recognition from the
ABCA, Baseball America and NCBWA. In
1999, he was named the team’s Monogram
Club MVP.
A 3-time BIG EAST first team selection, Ust started 179 consecutive games,
and finished his Irish career with a .368
batting average, 51 doubles, 46 home runs
and 170 RBI.
A native of Redmond, Washington,
Brant and his wife Jessica, have 2 children
Gavin and Sullivan.
Congratulations and best of luck,
Brant!

Signature Analysis
For Fun

Curiosity of handwriting has existed
since the first written documents were
created. In fact, many employers are using graphology today as a part of your job
“interview.” In this program, you will get to
analyze eighteen fun aspects of your own
handwriting. Bring your favorite pen and
samples of your preferred choices of paper
to Sayreville Public Library on Wednesday,
May 21 from 6:30 to 8:00PM. Plan on a
delightful time exploring some of the hidden
messages of your personality traits that can
be found in your handwriting.
The session will be led by Terry Antoniewicz, a calligrapher with over 40 years
of experience in analyzing handwriting to
update/repair historical documents. Terry got
her start with lettering right here in Sayreville
and her experience and travels have provided
speaking engagements throughout Canada
and the USA.
Adults only, please. For more information or to register, contact Alaina at 732-7270212 ex. 25, email her at alainad@lmxac.org,
or register online at www.sayrevillelibrary.
org!

Sayreville Mayor Kennedy O’Brien (l) and Brian O’Neill Jr. (r), “one of the developers of The
Point” are pictured at the Thursday Senior Club Birthdays Party celebration. Both Mayor
O’Brien and Mr. O’Neill spoke briefly on the market visibility of the Point—which is the site
of the old National Lead plant, and the tax rateable it means for the Borough of Sayreville
along with a new and exciting look it’s going to project for the future. (Photo/story by Joe
Lotkowictz)
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March Winners

Correct answers for last month’s
“Mystery Photo” were Pine Liquors, Who’s
Booze, and Kwilinski’s. The winners who
correctly identified at least one of the former businesses are Chuck Pickard, Marie
English, Estelle Pluskota, Gerry Sherry,
Dawn Matthews, Pat & Billy Scully, W.
Tom Kross, Glen Malkiewicz, Joe Prusik,
Joan Fulham, Glenn Fallon, Mary Agnes
Morris, T.J. Albanese, Scott V. Farina,
Lisa Grankowski, Judy Guilfoyle, Walter
Starzec Jr., and Don Zrebiec who said that,
“My father recalled Pine Liquors originally
being owned by the Brylinski family, who
also owned a business that sold coal, and
was located at the end of Elm St. He also
told me that sometime prior to housing Pine
Liquors, it used to be called Kwilinski’s
Butcher Shop. Two gasoline pumps were
also located in front of the building. Since
I doubt the gas pumps were there for the
butcher shop, there must have been some
other business located there as well.” Congratulations to all the winners!
Incorrect answers included South Pine
Liquors, Jack O’Toole’s Pine Liquors, Olde
Towne Deli.

WWW.?

This structure might be a little difficult to
identify. It’s either located in South Amboy or
Sayreville. To get credit for a correct answer,
you must submit the Exact Name that it is
called at present, and its location. Send
your guess to: satimes@aol.com

Wisdom Is
By Al Gomolka Jr.
Times Poet Laureate
c. 1986

I’ve finally realized
What wisdom is…
Wisdom is the knowledge and acceptance
Of letting the Lord do his work
Thru you…

Mr. & Mrs. Easter Bunny are both very happy
following their delicious annual Breakfast
at the South Amboy Knights of Columbus
#426, and especially after visiting with all
the children. (Photo by Tom Burkard)

PRAYER TO THE BLESSED VIRGIN
(Never known to fail) Oh, most beautiful flower of
Mt. Carmel, Fruitful vine, splendor of Heaven, blessed
Mother of the Son of God, Immaculate Virgin, assist
me in my necessity. Oh Star of the Sea, help me
and show me, herein you are my mother. Oh, Holy
Mary, Mother of God, Queen of Heaven and Earth! I
humbly beseech you from the bottom of my heart to
succor me in this necessity. There are none that can
withstand your power. Oh, show me herein you are
my mother. Oh Mary, conceived without sin, pray for
us who have recourse to thee (3 times). Holy Mary,
I place this cause in your hands (3 times). Say this
prayer for 3 consecutive days. You must publish it
and it will be granted to you. Thank you. -E.P.
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Pictured with award-winning Marie Malara are many of her Sayreville School District
teaching colleagues. In the photo (l-r) Aimee Coleman, Joyce Campbell, Paul Da Loia,
Dorothy Ruiz, John Tutela, Marie Malara, Paul Caruso, Patsy Palma, Michael Zorner, Amy
Wells. (Photo/story submitted)

Malara Wins Music
Teacher Award

Marie Malara, a Choral Director/Music
teacher at Sayreville Middle School with over
35 years in the district. She was recently
awarded the 2014 New Jersey Music Teacher
Award at the annual New Jersey Music Educational Association State Conference. She
was nominated for this prestigious award by

fellow music educators.
Marie will also receive the Governors’
Award for Arts Education on May 1st at a
ceremony held in the Patriots Theater at the
War Memorial in Trenton. Congratulations,
Marie!

More On Early South Amboy
By Fran Fitzmorris

Looking back, as I do, on the town’s
early years, there is always something that
surprises me. Let’s begin with the year 1920.
In that year, St. Mary’s church reopened
its doors to their parishioners after being
closed for two years due to severe structural
damage caused by the Morgan explosion
of 1918. On Sunday, July 3, 1920, there
were four masses scheduled. It would be
the 9:00 AM mass that made this opening
unique. This mass featured the return of
the sacrament of Confirmation with a twist
added to it. A couple of hundred parishioners
had waited a long time for this day in order
to be confirmed. A Bishop Walsh was to
administer the sacrament. At this service,
one man and one woman acted as sponsors
to all those being confirmed. It surprised
me when I read this since I believed that
all had been confirmed the way I was, with
our own sponsors. Obviously it was a “new”
tradition being celebrated for the first time
in St. Mary’s church.
Part II of my story goes back to an
e-mail sent to me by a former resident, Al
Marczak, currently living in South Jersey. He
explained to me that his father had a tavern
on Augusta Street, located almost directly
across from where St. Mary’s tennis and basketball courts would be built much later on.
Al wrote that his father was a very successful businessman. He was able to purchase
two more lots on the corner of Feltus and
Augusta. This spot was, and is still, a very
popular site. Al’s father’s taverns were closed
down during Prohibition but reopened after
Prohibition was repealed in 1933. According to Al, his father’s businesses flourished
during the later 1930s and into the 40s and
50s before he eventually sold them. Does

anyone remember the Marczak family?
This next story can be called, “One Hall
Of A Town.” During these early days, South
Amboy had its share of town halls. These
halls were filled regularly for many different
reasons including, sporting events, dances,
political events, parties, graduations etc. In
no particular order they included Concordia
Hall, Mechanicsville, St.Mary’s Hall located
at the corner of Augusta and Stevens Ave.,
Fireman’s Hall (address unknown), the
Knights of Pythians Hall located basically
on First St., the Knights of Pythians Opera
House (site unknown), Protection Hall on
Feltus St., the Knights of Columbus (eventually on Fourth St.), Columbia Hall located
up on Bergen Hill, Sacred Heart Hall on
Washington Road and the Old Concert Hall
which seemed to be very popular but no
location was ever mentioned in print.
Finally, in 1914, St. Mary’s school decided to start a football team. This first team
was not your typical team. They advertised
to play teams with players at the 110 pound
limit. The members of this team (with no
first names known) were Minnick, Moran,
McDowall, Manion, McBuen, Kennedy, Sullivan, Trinley and Downs. You could have
nicknamed this team, “The Local Fighting
Irish.” It was hoped that a suitable number
of games could be scheduled if both parties could come to a mutual agreement. To
schedule, one would call George Sullivan,
the team manager, and the games would be
played along Washington Rd. across from
St. Mary’s cemetery at Sheridan Field. Little
is known of sports at St. Mary’s until WWI
ended in 1918-1919 and the soldiers began
to return home. St. Mary’s was a three year
school until 1918.
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How Old Are You?
By Al Gomolka Jr.
Times Poet Laureate
c. 1983

There is no such time as old
Age is a measurement
It is: the people that one contacts,
The places that one has been,
The thoughts of one’s mind,
The food that one eats,
The environment that one lives,
That causes the things
That one has done
And these surely age one’s body
And formulates one’s life…
Hours, days, years, time
Is irrelevant, yet not meaningless
For one is never old,
One just keeps getting older.

Vendors Wanted

We are looking for vendors for the annual Flea Market at the First Presbyterian
Church of Sayreville. Our Flea Market
will be held on June 7th, 2014. The time is
8am to 2pm. We are located at 172 Main
Street, Sayreville-directly across from the
Borough Hall.
Spaces are available for $15.00 for one
space, $25.00 for two. A limited amount of
tables will be available for $5.00 extra.
For information please leave a message
on the church answering machine at 732257-6353 or e-mail us at churchoffice172@
optimum.net.

Summer Camp
Registration

Trinity United Methodist Church, 815
Bordentown Ave., will be holding its annual
Summer Camp program from June 30-Aug.
29. Registration is now for campers, ages
5-13. Call the camp now and ask about an
early registration discount and FREE T-shirt.
Campers will enjoy the shady secluded
outdoor settings as well as weekly themes
and field trips. The camp is staffed by an
enthusiastic staff and will be open weekdays
from 7 a.m. to 6 p.m. Please call 732-7213887 for more info or to register.

Preventing Osteoporosis
Loss of bone mass or osteoporosis is a
common part of the aging process that many
affect more than 25 percent of all women over
the age of 65. As the thinning of the bones,
osteoporosis, progresses bones become thing
and weak making them more susceptible
to fracture. Making sure you get adequate
amounts of calcium and by doing regular
weight bearing exercises throughout life you
can strengthen your bones and even prevent
loss of bone density as you age.
Calcium: How Much? Calcium is a
mineral found in the highest concentrations
in the human body, and with Phosphorous
is important in forming bones. Before
menopause, women need approximately
800-1,000 mg of calcium per day. After
menopause women many need as much as
1,200 mg of calcium per day. Excellent
sources of calcium are dairy products, broccoli, cheese, and yogurt. In order to absorb
calcium the body requires Vitamin D found
in fish liver oils, grains, egg yolks, and
Like muscles bones become thicker
and stronger with use. That is why weight
bearing exercises such as walking for 20-30
minutes at least 3 times a week will help to
prevent osteoporosis. As always an ounce
of prevention is worth a pound of cure.
PRAYER TO THE BLESSED VIRGIN
(Never known to fail) Oh, most beautiful flower of
Mt. Carmel, Fruitful vine, splendor of Heaven, blessed
Mother of the Son of God, Immaculate Virgin, assist
me in my necessity. Oh Star of the Sea, help me
and show me, herein you are my mother. Oh, Holy
Mary, Mother of God, Queen of Heaven and Earth! I
humbly beseech you from the bottom of my heart to
succor me in this necessity. There are none that can
withstand your power. Oh, show me herein you are
my mother. Oh Mary, conceived without sin, pray for
us who have recourse to thee (3 times). Holy Mary,
I place this cause in your hands (3 times). Say this
prayer for 3 consecutive days. You must publish it
and it will be granted to you. Thank you. -A.J.

The Yogi Berra Interview
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Spring Tea-May 18

Golden Rule Christian Center of Trinity
United Methodist Church, 815 Bordentown
Ave. will be holding its 6th Annual Spring Tea
on Sun., May 18th from 2-4 p.m. All monies raised will help defray costs for the new
playground for the pre-school. The program
will feature a fashion show of Victorian era
fashions. The tea will include sandwiches,
homemade desserts, sweets, and of course,
tea. Reservations are a must. Tickets are
$15. Please call Nancy at 732-727-1935
for reservations.

By Tom Burkard

The date was April 6, 1998, and I had
the chance of a lifetime to interview perhaps the greatest catcher in Major League
Baseball history, the great Yogi Berra. As
a member of the Yogi Berra Celebrity Golf
Tournament Committee at the time, I was
granted the opportunity to interview Berra
at the Montclair Golf Club.
I started off with questions about who
else? My favorite player of all-time Mickey
Mantle, who was a teammate of Yogi’s on
the New York Yankees for many years. I
asked Yogi what his favorite memory of
Mickey was, and he said, “He was a great
guy, what can you say about Mickey? We
were friends all the time, and Whitey (Ford),
Mickey, Billy and myself, always went out
and ate dinner together.”
When I asked Berra what his impression
was of a young Mickey Mantle at his first
Spring Training, he replied, “I never saw
a man run so fast. He had great legs, and
he was strong. He could have been a good
football player. He was a good athlete.”
Yogi first managed the Yankees in ’64, and
with the territory came two of his long-time
teammates, Mantle and Ford. “Mickey and
Whitey did a good job for me. Whitey came
up with that bad arm and I couldn’t use him
in the World Series. If I could, it might have
changed the series a little bit,” said Berra.
Did you know that Yogi did not wear
uniform number 8 his entire career with the
Yankees. He told me that “I had number 35
in my first year, and all different numbers in

the minor leagues.”
So, Yogi, what was the biggest thrill
in your baseball career? “Getting into the
Hall-of-Fame, and also catching a no-hitter
and Larsen’s perfect game. In ’47 with Bill
Bevens, I almost caught 2 no-hitters. In the
near miss, Cookie Lavagetto got a hit with
two outs and beat us.”
Yogi said that his toughest pitcher to bat
against was Alex Kellner of the Philadelphia
Athletics. The toughest pitcher for him to
catch was Tommy Byrne. “When he first
came up, he was so wild and all over the
place.” Hey Yogi, who were the best hitters? “Joe DiMaggio was the best player of
all-time. I played with him 5 years, and the
best hitter was Ted Williams.”
When asked what his best year was,
he responded, “My best year was when I
hit .324 in 1950, and I didn’t get the MVP,
Phil Rizzuto got it.” Why was Yogi such a
successful hitter, who rarely struck out, “I
saw the ball good,” he said.
Yogi Facts: Did you know that Yogi
blasted 12 home runs in the World Series?
He played in 15 All-Star games; won 3 MVP
Awards; 14 American League Championships; 10 World Championships, more than
any other player in history. Out of his 358
career home runs, he hit the most off Hallof-Famer Early Wynn (11).
*Here’s an early Happy Birthday to
the great Yogi Berra, who will turn 89 on
May 12th.

THE SMOKE COLUMN
By Richard Kosmoski

When fire fighters are responding to a
fire emergency, one of the first things that
they want to know is “who is in charge?”
This is a very important part of the emergency operation because it sets the ground
work in determining how the situation will
be attacked and rectified. It is usually a chief
officer giving a report, or size-up, of what
he has found upon arrival and issuing orders
to the arriving apparatus and firefighters of
what he wants them to do. This chief officer
has to make split second tactical decisions
quickly and accurately because it can make
the difference between life and death or
the total loss of a structure. Before a fire
fighter can assume the position of Chief
and be capable of making these decisions,
he must acquire the experience, knowledge,
and common sense that come with years
of responding to a variety of emergency
calls. The chief officer’s responsibility at
an emergency scene is immense for has the
lives of the fire fighters at stake as well as
protecting the community all while making
split second tactical decisions. There is a
saying in the fire service that we all strive for,
it is “Everybody Goes Home, Every Time.”
Its meaning is that a successful response occurs when the emergency is rectified every
emergency responder goes home safely after
every fire call.
For a chief to respond quickly to the
scene of an incident, the Sayreville Fire
Department provides its three fire chiefs
with their own fire department vehicle. On
board these vehicles is a communication
system that enables the chief to not only to
communicate with the Sayreville Fire Department but with mutual aid departments
throughout Middlesex County in the case
of a catastrophic event. It is the Chiefs duty
to respond immediately to the scene of the
incident before the responding apparatus so
that he can determine what is needed and to
plan the course of action necessary to remedy
the situation. When a chief arrives on scene,
he will set up his command post which is
usually his vehicle and report over the radio
that he has “established command.” Once
this is announced, all responding emergency
personnel will know who is in charge and in
command of the incident.
The Chief of the Sayreville Fire Department is selected yearly on a rotating
basis from the four fire companies in town
and serves three years in a chief officer’s

position. The first year is served as the 2nd
Assistant Chief, the second year is served as
the 1st Assistant Chief, and in the third year,
he serves as the “Chief” of the department.
With upwards of a thousand alarms a year,
this makes a very busy year for the chief,
who by the way serves in this capacity as
a volunteer.
The 2014 Sayreville Fire Chief is Mark
Zadlock a member of the Morgan Hose &
Chemical Co. Chief Zadlock has been a
member of the Sayreville Fire Department
for many years having come up through
the ranks and holding company positions
as Lieutenant and Captain before being
elected 2nd Assistant Chief in 2012. Serving
with Chief Zadlock is 1st Assistant Chief
Nicholas D’Amore of the President Park
Fire Company, and 2nd Assistant Chief
Vincent Waranowicz from Sayreville Engine
Company No. #1.
When the Chief takes office on January
1st of each year, there are many well wishers
that congratulate him and wish him a successful year. Every Chief strives for a successful
year but in order to achieve this goal would
mean there would be no fire related deaths,
no injuries to the emergency personnel,
and a minimum of fires. Unfortunately this
scenario never happens. The fire department does work diligently toward this goal
through the various fire prevention programs.
Some of these programs are brought to the
elementary schools where the youngsters are
taught the dangers of fire, how to alert their
family and escape their home in case of a
fire, and to establish a meeting place once
outside the home. The familiar, “Stop, Drop,
and Roll” procedure is still taught because
it can be used on anyone from a child to an
adult. Another way to prevent or reduce unnecessary fire related deaths is through the
installation of smoke detector, CO detectors,
and fire alarm systems.
Fire safety is everyone’s responsibility
and should be practiced year round.
Richard Kosmoski, MS, has written
for many nationally recognized fire service
publications. He has a BA in History and a
Masters in Emergency Services Management. He has been a member of the Sayreville Fire Department since 1974. If you
have any information related to the local
fire departments and would like to submit it
for consideration and possible publication,
email to satimes@aol.com.

Yogi Berra, perhaps the greatest catcher in
Major League baseball history is pictured
at his Yogi Berra Celebrity Golf Tournament
at Montclair Golf Club in 1998. The event
was held for the benefit of the Boy Scouts.
(Photo by Tom Burkard)
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Fishing Flashes
By Teo “Weebles” Weber

Salt Water
The New Jersey Fish Council was able to
redefine the Fluke Regs for this year. Being
part of a regionalization thanks to New York
State has let them rehash the Fluke Season.
We are able to stay at 5 fish and pickup the
one lost fish and set the season to start on
May 23rd and go to Sept 27th instead of
the earlier start date. The 18 inch size limit
remains. Surf fishing for Striped Bass in the
ocean is just about nonexistent. It’s not much
better in the bay. I checked both Cliffwood
Beach and Ideal Beach near Keansburg a
few times. All the people I talked to had no
bites or any fish at either place. I have heard
rumors of a few Bass caught but that was
all. Eventually that will change. The best
spot for winter Flounder right now is Shark
River at Belmar. It’s just a pick but a few
big ones were caught, one was well over 2
pounds. Party Boat fishing remains the same,
some Cod, Pollock, Ling and Blackfish.
There have been some big Cod going over
20 pounds, but there just does not seem to
be enough fish to go around.
Fresh Water
We were not able to get out on opening
day Trout Season, but my wife and I fished
the next day at the Pequest. Cold and high
water conditions hampered us but we managed to catch 3 nice Rainbows and we lost
a few too. Opening Day fishing was slow
all over. Cold weather has seemed to linger,
we saw some snow piles up there this late in
the year. Because of the disease problems at
the hatchery, Trout Stocking will be cut from
7 to 3 weeks with less fish. Most of April
will be stocked. The Pequest and Manasquan
Rivers get an extra week in April-four weeks.
No more stocking in May. Only a handful
of Shad were caught in the Delaware River
due to high, cold water and debris. Things
should improve later on. The bag limit is 3
shad in the Delaware River only.

Weekly Programs
at the Sayreville
Public Library

Toddler Time - Stories, songs and playtime activities for children under age 3 with a
parent/caregiver. Mondays at 10:00 AM.
Sing Along - Join Pat for 30 minutes
of lively music and song. For children of
all ages with a parent/caregiver. Tuesdays
at 12:45 PM.
Super Preschoolers - Storytime with a
focus on skills for Pre-K and Kindergarten.
For children ages 3-5 without a parent (parents must remain in the library building).
Wednesdays at 10:00 AM.
Creative Kids - Join us for a fun and
easy make-and-take craft. Children ages 3
and up with a parent/caregiver. Wednesdays
at 6:00 PM.
Movers and Shakers - Join us for
dance, fitness and fun! For children ages
3 and up with a parent/caregiver. Fridays
at 11:00 AM.
For more information about our weekly
programs, contact Marie at 732-727-0212 ex.
26 or email her at mchuntz@lmxac.org

Venetian Healthcare
Center To Open
Soon
(Continued from page 1)

NOTICE

South Amboy-Sayreville NonProfit organizations—Churches—
Schools—Fire Companies—First Aid
Squads, etc.
Please do not send flyers to us, or
call on the phone about your upcoming
events, and expect us to rewrite them
into news release form to print in The
SA Times.
We are only too happy to give you
FREE publicity, but do not have time to
retype the flyer into a release for you,
and then put it in the paper. Please type

where sunrise and sunset will be enjoyed
by everyone. He showed off the therapy
garden where residents and staff will enjoy
fresh air. There will also be a wanderguard
system in place for residents with dementia
or Alzheimer’s disease permitting employees
to keep track and prevent them from getting
lost. Jacobs noted the seven year project is
costing $23 to $25 million and is expected
to open in July. Construction is expected to
be completed by the end of May. Windsor
Healthcare Communities has several New
Jersey locations including Briarwood Care &
Rehabilitation Center on Ernston Road South
Amboy. Briarwood is scheduled to be torn
down and rebuilt. According to Jacobs, many
of Briarwood’s residents will be transferred
to Venetian. Mayor Fred Henry is excited
about this new facility. He is looking forward
to a large new ratable for South Amboy and
added he is glad to see Venetian will create
about 200 local jobs.
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Crew Cuts For A Cause-The South Amboy HS baseball players, coaches and personnel
got crew cuts for a fundraiser for St. Jude’s Children’s Hospital. The event netted over
$2,000 for this worthy cause. Great job, Coach Dan Poulsen and team members! (Photo
submitted)

Eck Re-Elected President
(Continued from page 1)

need to understand this and the importance of providing reasonable budgets
to Emergency Managers so they can better
protect their communities. Studies show
that communities with strong Emergency
Management programs are better prepared
to respond to disasters and save countless
dollars in recovery costs. Hurricane Sandy
showed us that Emergency Managers need
to be involved in the development of their
communities. From Municipal Master Plans
and zoning matters to residential and industrial development, Emergency Managers
need to provide input. Municipal ordinances,
codes, regulations and laws could affect the
response capabilities, response times, and
overall ability of emergency responders
trying to protect their communities. In short,
Emergency Managers can no longer just be
the people you call on when things go bad.
Solid Emergency Management Programs
have to be supported year round.”
As President of the NJEMA and on behalf of it’s Executive Board and membership
I would like to take this opportunity to thank
retiring, long time South Amboy Emergency
Management Coordinator Richard Johnson

Spring Planting

Celebrate spring! Join us in beautifying
the grounds of the Sayreville Public Library!
A planting ceremony will be held outside the
library in conjunction with The International
Cultural Education Center (ICEC). ICEC is
organizing this event to celebrate
Earth Day & Mother’s Day. Children
of all ages and abilities are welcomed.
Sayreville Public Library, May 10 at 11:00
AM. For more information or to register,
contact Marie at 732-727-0212 ex. 26 or
email her at mchuntz@lmxac.org or you
may also register online at www.sayrevillelibrary.org.

for his many years of service, dedication
and devotion to the City of South Amboy,
the Middlesex County Office of Emergency
Management and the New Jersey Emergency
Management Association. His leadership,
skills and experience have kept the City and
it’s residents safe, well informed and prepared to respond to any emergency they may
face. Through major fires, winter storms, the
disruption of essential services and the events
of 911 to the ravages and mass flooding of
Hurricane Sandy, Rich has always been there.
He has always provided sound leadership, his
coordinating skills and support to emergency
responders not only in South Amboy but
throughout Middlesex County and across
the State. We would also like to congratulate and welcome Mark Herdman as South
Amboy’s new Emergency Management
Coordinator. As Rich’s long time Deputy
Coordinator, Mark has experienced many
of the events that have challenged the City
in recent years and knows the importance of
providing coordination and support to all the
Cities emergency responders. We are sure
that with assistance of all of South Amboy’s
emergency response agencies and the support
of the City’s governing body Mark will follow in Rich’s footsteps and provide a solid
Emergency Management Program, one that
Middlesex County and the NJEMA will be
proud to work with.

Scholarship Fund
Dinner Dance

The Christopher “Coop” Cooper
Scholarship Fund will hold its 11th Annual
Dinner Dance on Friday, June 6 from 7 p.m.
to midnight at Palms Plaza Caterers in Old
Bridge. The band “Kaotic Control” will
provide the music. For complete info/tickets
go to: www.coopsta.com.

Sabert Company is coming to Garden Friends to start a garden with the Pre-K class. Sabert
will be donating the supplies needed, and with the help of Garden Friends parents and
the Environmental class at SWMHS they will prep the land for the garden. This will be an
on going project for the pre-k class that will have them get their hands dirty while learning
about growing food and eating right.The pre-k class, with the help of the Sabert Company
will cultivate this garden, and learn all about the benefits of eating healthy. (see below)
We had parents and students help start the process, as well as the Sabert Company.
(Photo/story submitted)
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Obituaries

Brown, Albert R., 84, of South Amboy
died on March 29.
Bruno, Rena T., 77, of South Amboy
died on March 24.
Candela, Slavatore L. Jr., 72, of Parlin
died on March 23.
Casey, Eileen, 67, formerly of Sayreville
died on March 22.
Earle, Edward, 55, of South Amboy
died on April 9.
Elitchko, Robert E. Jr., 47, of Sayreville
died on March 19.
Fabiszewski, Cecilia Bacanski, 90, of
South Amboy died on March 15.
Facendo, Dorothy A., 77, of South
Amboy died on March 31.
Fuoti, Phyllis C., 80, of Parlin died on
March 19.
Graber, Phyllis Cummings, 82, formerly
of South Amboy died on Feb. 22.
Haley, Dorothy J. Przybylowski, 77, of
Sayreville died on March 19.
Jurski, Mary C., 93, formerly of South
Amboy died on March 13.
Karaffa, Joan, 80, of Sayreville died
on April 4.
Kreush, John H., 84, of Sayreville died
on April 9.
Kuback, Elizabeth “Betty,” 74, of Parlin
died on March 29.
Maltese, Stella, 90, of South Amboy
died on April 1.
Mulqueen, John J., 93, formerly of
Parlin died on April 6.
Myslinski, Eugenia “Jeanne” Nordling, 88, formerly of South Amboy died
on March 19.
Prusik, Charles 84, formerly of Sayreville died March 31.
Roma, Hedwig M., 81, of Sayreville
died on March 30.
Roskey, Martin, 84, of South Amboy
died on April 7.
Russo, Teresa, 89, of Sayreville died
on March 29.
Seminski, William, 90, of Sayreville
March 20.
Shingola, Bruce, 61, formerly of Morgan died on Oct. 22, 2000.
Slover, Viola Olender 89, of Sayreville
died March 28.
Strugala, Jenny A., 95, of Sayreville
died on March 16.
Tomlinson, Jean M., 72, of Sayreville
died on March 27.
Westbrook, Gene, 81, of South Amboy
died on March 31.
Wiesen, Rosemary, 48, of South Amboy
died on March 8.
Wlodarczyk, Edward P., 61, of Sayreville died on March 15.

Long Ago In Our Town

1954-This vintage photo shows South Amboy Auto Parts Co. (l), and Frank’s Radio & Electric
(r) located at 121 Broadway, South Amboy. This building is currently New Life Books &
Bible, and was the original site of First Methodist Church. The South Amboy Auto Parts Co.
building served as an early Parsonage for the church. The church was dedicated on Nov.
16, 1854 by Bishop Edmund S. Janes. Mrs. Maria Stevens, a faithful friend of the Society,
gave $200 toward its cost, and Mrs. James Morgan, widow of the Revolutionary soldier,
gave the hymn books which cost $20. The parsonage lot on Broadway was purchased
from The United New Jersey Railroad and Canal Company for $500. (Photo courtesy of
Anna Harris Friberg)

2nd Annual Inspire 5k Run In Memory Of
Paul Chrzaszcz

The 2nd Annual 5k run will be held on
Sunday May 4th at East Brunswick Cultural
Centre, 721 Cranbury Rd, East Brunswick.
Registration is at 7:30am with the race starting at 9:00am. The fee of the race is $20.00,
and free T-shirts and “goodie bags” will be
given to the registered runners (while supplies last).
The purpose of this race is to honor the
life of Paul Chrzaszcz, a 2006 graduate of
East Brunswick Tech who tragically passed
away June 2012. Paul was a polarizing young
man whose time with us was cut short. Paul’s
life was about helping others. If you had the
pleasure of knowing Paul you would see
this character trait. While Paul spent his 4
years of high school as a model citizen in our
school, Paul really shined after graduation.
Paul was a member of the South Amboy
Fire Department and also a member of the
Sayreville Fire Department. He also attended
Monmouth University where he found his
new love of art. We are honored to have had
Paul attend our school and what better way

to celebrate his life than gathering together
to run in his name. Proceeds from the race
will go to the Paul Chrzaszcz Scholarship
to a deserving graduate of East Brunswick
Vocational and Technical High School.
Last year we had an amazing turn out of
over 400 runners, please inspire someone to
come out and run with us and help us double
that number this year.
For more information please check with
you local cable listings or contact the race
director at compuscore@gmail.com.
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While going through some back issues of The SA Times, Jane Adametz (pictured in photo), of
Whiting, NJ, came across Tom Burkard’s great story on Charles Komar & Sons, researching
the operations and the personnel who worked there. She decided to send pictures of the
creative dolls that she made from the impressive Komars material. Jane mentioned this
was special material that was sold to her when Komars was phasing out the South Amboy
portion of their business. (Photo courtesy of Jane Adametz/story by Joe Lotkowictz)

The new Subway on North Broadway in South Amboy has quickly become a very popular
stop for local patrons. (Photo by April Lee)
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