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South Amboy:
Moving Ahead
By Steve Schmid

South Amboy Mayor Fred Henry delivered words of hope and optimism before
a packed room at the South Amboy YMCA
March 13. At the annual State of the City
address, Henry had good news. “I’m happy
to announce we are in the first stage of
having the fireworks again,” he said. The
fireworks were held during the Independence
Day holiday 2 years ago but were cancelled
last year due to the effects of Hurricane
Sandy. He said they are working with Perth
Amboy officials again to hold the event.
Henry also said they are negotiating with
the owner of the JCP & L power plant to
put in a temporary dock for the resumption
of ferry service. The state is encouraging
the project since the Pulaski Skyway will
be partially closed. Service could begin as
early as June. The city is awaiting approval
from the state to start builing a new ferry
terminal and parking facility. He also talked
about the new Venetian Health Center now
under contruction by the Y. This state of the
art facility is expected to open this June and
it will be a large ratable for South Amboy.
Henry said new townhouses projects are
being planned and construction could begin
soon. New businesses are moving into the
city and Henry said things are starting to
turn around. Mayor Henry also praised the
efforts of municipal organizations. He said
new generators have been purchased for
city hall, the police department and all the
firehouses. Hurricane Sandy left the city
without power for over a week and this
will prevent a repeat. Police Chief Darren
(Continued on page 14)

McKeon An
Inspiration
At Catholic
Conference

By Tom Burkard
Contributor Al Gomolka Jr.

South Amboy native and legendary Major League Baseball manager Jack McKeon
returned to New Jersey to serve as a featured
speaker at the Catholic Men For Jesus Christ
17th Annual Men’s Conference on Feb. 22
at Saint Mary, Mother of God Church in
Middletown.
After being introduced, a 6-minute
video on Jack leading the Florida Marlins to
the 2003 World Series Championship over
the New York Yankees, and his dedication
to St. Therese of Lisieux and the Blessed
Mother was shown. McKeon, who started
managing at 24 years old in 1955 with Fayetteville in the minor leagues, became the
oldest manager in history to win a World
Series. Jack’s awards are way too numerous to list, but interesting to note is that he
has won two National League Manager of
(Continued on page 25)

South Amboy St. Patrick’s parade Grand Marshal Msgr. John Gordon proudly leads the
parade. (Photo by Brian Stratton)

St. Patrick’s Day Parade
Draws Thousands
By Tom Burkard

Mother Nature was in a kind mood
and smiled on the Irish, and all who were
in town to participate and enjoy the South
Amboy St. Patrick’s Day Parade on Saturday,
March 8th.

The parade got underway at 2 p.m. at
the corner of Pine Ave., with Grand Marshal
Msgr. John Gordon leading the way. Colonel
John O’Connell served as the Deputy Grand
(Continued on page 27)

The Sayreville War Memorial High
School Hall of Fame Annual Award Banquet
is scheduled for 6:00PM Saturday, May 3rd,
at the VFW Hall on Jernee Mill Road. Join
us as we honor these outstanding alumni of
SWMHS. The 2014 honorees are:
Denise Colella, Class of 1991: One of
the youngest female CEO’s in the advertising
technology sector; Executive member and
mentor in Advertising Women of New York;
Fluent in written and spoken Japanese.
Gregory Scott Davis, Class of 1987:
Pharmacist Officer ith th U.S. Public Health
Service; Director of Policy in the office of
Surgeon General; Masters Degre in National
Security & Strategic Studies from the U.S.
Naval War College.
Mary Ann Gordon, Class of 1974:
Sayreville Special Education Teacher for
36 years; Volunteer for the Sayreville Association for Brain Injured Children for 45
years; Received the Governor’s Teacher
Recognition Award & Teacher of the Year
Award.
Glenn Joseph Methner, Class of 1972:
35 year career in the Middlesex County
Vocational Technical School District; Administrative Assistant to the Superintendent;
Assistant Superintendent of Personnel.
Tickets for the event are $50.00 each,
with a choice of meals. For further information, call Elaine Kubacz at 732-727-0192.

Local Students Win
Art & Writing
Awards

Scholastic Arts & Writing Awards, a
91-year old national program that recognizes
outstanding creative teenagers and offers
scholarship opportunities for graduating high
school seniors gave Gold Key Awards, Silver
Awards and Honorable Mention.
Students honored from Sayreville War
Memorial HS are: Alyce Brewer, jewelry
Gold Key; Helen Kwok, jewelry Gold Key;
Masoumeh Mohammadkhani, drawing
Honorable Mention; Nakiya Wong-Chong,
jewelry Silver Key; Amy Walczak, jewelry
Gold Key. Congratulations to all!

Historical Society
Open House

South Amboy native Eddie O’Brien when
he played for the Pittsburgh Pirates in the
1950’s.

Eddie O’Brien pictured a few years ago
cheering for his college team.

Remembering South Amboy
Legend Eddie O’Brien
By Tom Burkard

Just a few days after Hurricane Sandy
devastated New Jersey in 2012 while bringing us to our knees, and the telephones were
working again, one of the first calls I received
was from Seattle, Washington from my dear
friend and “big brother” Eddie O’Brien. He
was sincerely concerned and worried about

the people in South Amboy and Sayreville
and asked how everyone was doing, asking
for details on what we were going through,
and if he could do anything to help at this
traumatic time. That’s just how Eddie
O’Brien was, a truly caring person, always
(Continued on page 19)

The Historical Society of South Amboy
will hold its 2nd Annual Open House on Sat.,
March 29 from 1-3 p.m. at the South Amboy
Senior Center on 108 South Stevens Ave.
Come meet with neighbors and friends, and
learn more about our town: Local history, old
photographs, Genealogy requests, historic
landmarks, artifacts, and a special exhibit
of WWII memorabilia. The guest speaker
will be Genealogist and Author, Maureen K.
Wlodarczyk, who will give a presentation
at 2 p.m., and have a booth and book sales.
Bring your old photos and scan them onsite
to get them featured on our website and
Facebook page as well as archived for others
to enjoy! There will be FREE refreshments!
Don’t miss this great event!
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April 7th

Legendary Major League Baseball manager, Jack McKeon, was back in New Jersey,
serving as a featured speaker at the Catholic Men For Jesus Christ 17th Annual Men’s
Conference on Feb. 22nd at Saint Mary, Mother of God Church in Middletown. (Photo by
Tom Burkard)
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Talk Of The Towns
By Tom Burkard

Irish People Honored
Congratulations to our locals who
received the following honors: AOH Irishman of the Year-Michael “Mickey” Gross;
AOH Irishwoman of the Year-Cindy Zammit; SAIAA Irish Person of the Year-Rich
McCutcheon.
Thomsen Chosen Teacher Of The
Year
Rusty Thomsen was selected as Teacher
of the Year for Woodbridge Middle School.
Rusty is also one of the top bowlers in New
Jersey. Congratulations, Rusty!
Rainone Teacher Of The Year
South Amboy HS alumnus Melissa Rainone was selected Catholic School Teacher
of the Year for Perth Amboy Catholic School
by the Perth Amboy Knights of Columbus.
Congratulations, Melissa!
Locals On TV Show
Ernie and Shirley Read were recently
seen having a great time on ABC TV’s
“The Chew.” Shirley was thrilled to have
Daphne Oz sign the “Chew Cookbook” for
her. Looks like it was a terrific experience
for the retired educators.
In Memoriam
Rita O’Connor, 92, of Morgan died
on Feb. 15. She was a dedicated volunteer
at Briarwood Care Center in Morgan for
many years, and brought much happiness
to residents with her piano playing. Kristy
Durski, 33, of South Amboy died on Feb.
16. Our condolences and prayers go out to
her parents Tom and Mary Durski, and the
entire Durski family. Ryan Schaaf, 10, of
South Amboy died on Feb. 17. A wonderful
youngster, he was a fourth-grade student
at South Amboy Elementary School, and
was on the Honor Roll of Distinction. He
wanted to one day become a veterinarian.
Our thoughts and prayers go out to former
(Continued on page 3)

Pleasant Little
Trivia

Raritan Bay
Catholic Prep
School Spring
Open House

By Tom Burkard

1. Briarwood Care Center on Ernston Road in
the Morgan section of Sayreville was never
known as? a. Carriage House b. Woodland
c. Oak View
2. Hoffman High’s Senior Class President
in 1976? a. James Jensen b. David Newton
c. George Bongiorno
3. Hoffman HS Class of ’76 Valedictorian?
a. John Pornicki b. Suzanne Hronich c. Mary
Lou Sibol
4. This fuel/oil service was not located on
Washington Rd., Sayreville in 1980? a.
Derent b. Thomas & Chadwick c. Sayreville
Supreme
5. Back in ’74, this tavern was located on
Embroidery St. in Sayreville? a. Bennie’s
b. The Nickolodeon c. Happy’s Pub
6. OLV Knights of Columbus Grand Knight
in 1982? a. William Kimball b. Jack Padavano c. Nelson Briles
7. In ’75, the president of the Sayreville
Board of Health? a. Aloysius Beatty b.
Ernest Casazza c. Frank Wodarczyk
8. In 1983, where was Tastee Sub & Pizza
located in Sayreville? a. Ernston Rd. b.
Washington Rd. c. Pulaski Ave.
9. This pizza business was located at 249
North Stevens Ave., South Amboy in ’81? a.
Pizza Plus b. Eddie’s Casino c. Alfredo’s
10.This service station was never located on
the corner of South Broadway & John St.?
a. Hy-Fy b. Sun Oil c. English Sunoco
11. In 1965, Colonel’s Cooper nightclub was
located at? a. Rt. 9 in Sayreville b. Rt. 35 in
South Amboy c. Rt. 35 in Morgan
12. The 1993 annual St. Mary’s HS play
was? a. Born Free b. West Side Story c.
Guys & Dolls
Answers
1b 2a 3c 4c 5a 6b 7a 8c 9b 10a 11b 12c.

Wednesday, April 2, 2014 from 6:00
pm to 8:00pm. This is a great opportunity
to meet the president, principal, faculty and
students of Cardinal McCarrick/St. Mary’s
High School and Sacred Heart Elementary
School. Find out about the unique academic
programs, championship athletics, tuition
credit program and many exciting extracurricular activities. For additional information
please call 732-721-0748 ext.244 or visit the
school website www.raritanbayprep.org
The first choice to your future!
South Amboy business owner, Jorge
Gonzalez-Gomez was recently appointed
to the Raritan Bay Medical Center Board of
Directors. His term began January of 2014
and he will serve on the Strategic Planning
and Finance Committees. Jorge GonzalezGomez has been the proprietor of Mid
Jersey Medical Supplies on Broadway for
twenty years. He brings vast knowledge of
health care experience that includes acute,
sub-acute, home care and enforcement. We
wish him the best !

Open Mic

South Amboy Knights of Columbus
Council 426 are hosting their monthly open
mic on Friday March 28 at 8 PM at the
Council Home at 308 Fourth St. Anyone
interested in singing or playing is invited.
There is no cover charge. Snacks and beverages are available. For more information
call 732-727-2025.

Mennonites Mission at Sacred Heart
By Steve Schmid

The Mennonite Disaster Service group
has been staying at Sacred Heart Church in
South Amboy since January 1. Their mission
is to repair homes in the area ravaged by Hurricane Sandy. Mennonite Project Manager
Keith Reed said his group is enjoying the stay
at Sacred Heart. “It is one of the greates places
we’ve stayed in during the last 9 years,” he
said. Reed said Sacred Heart Church Pastor
Father Stanley Gromadzki has been a great
host and has been very supportive of the
effort. The Mennonites have been working
with Catholic Charities to restore homes

and help families move back in. Reed said
this organization is proud to do this for the
local people. “We have people coming from
many states to assist. About 12 to 20 people
come in each week to work,” he said. Reed
added he has been doing this for 9 years and
it is very gratifying to help storm victims.
Reed noted the group has been working on
8 homes in Sayreville, South River, Keyport,
and Perth Amboy. Two of those houses have
been restored and the other 6 are just about
complete.
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Business Of The Month
Fran Tarkenton-CEO

Bob Garbowski, (l) formerly of Sayreville, NJ is a business associate of Fran Tarkenton
(r), LLC., for the past 5 years. He started in the financial services industry in 1993,
after 27 years as an employee of DuPont & Co. Many of his clients are retirees
from companies in the central NJ area, such as DuPont, Hercules, Bristol MyersSquibb, and National Lead, and maintains a virtual office in the area. He is a past
member of Sayreville Emergency Squad, US Air Force veteran, Life Member of The
American Legion,  and Pee Wee Coach of the Pop Warner Sayreville Leprechauns.
rgarbowski@tarkentonfinancial.com 972-757-7582.

Bob said, “Of all my businesses
throughout my career-this easily provides
me with the most passion and satisfaction.
It comes from the fulfillment of helping
our clients meet long term financial goals.
There is only one reason for a business
to exist-to provide services that improve

Talk Of The Towns
(Continued from page 2)

South Amboy resident/ SA Times
feature writer, Lenny Ambroziak and his
wife Carol on the loss of their son Bryan
Ambroziak, 33, of Monroe, who died on
Feb. 18. Anne Miklos, 85, formerly of
Sayreville died on Feb. 20. She was the
Sayreville HS Valedictorian of the Class of
1946. The local communities were saddened
by the death of Mathew Skiba, 5, who was
a student at Sacred Heart School.
Maureen Loughlin, 79, of Parlin died on
Feb. 23, and her husband Matthew Loughlin,
79, also of Parlin, passed away on Feb. 25.
They were both Eucharistic Ministers at
Our Lady of Victories Church, and devoted
their lives to a number of charitable causes,
including Pro Life Movement; Society of St.
Vincent de Paul; Action Pregnancy Center,
New Brunswick, and Fish Inc., an organization dedicated to helping the poor, elderly,
and homeless. Marlene Koenig Placzek,
81, formerly of South Amboy died on Feb.
25. She was a teacher for 36 years in both
Berkeley Heights and South Plainfield, and in
1995, was selected for the Governors’Award
for Excellence. She was also an avid South
Amboy-Sayreville Times reader.
John Norek, 67, formerly of South
Amboy died on Feb. 27. He was an engineer with AJ Celiano in Cranford for
many years, and a U.S. Navy veteran of the
Vietnam War. In addition, he coached St.
Mary’s Elementary School basketball team
for 10 years, and was loved and respected
by all. John was a member of St. Mary’s
legendary ’63 baseball state championship
team. Kathleen Cattano Haug, 52, of South
Amboy died on March 1. A ’79 St. Mary’s
HS graduate, she was employed as an accounting manager for Menosha Packaging
Corp. in Edison. Jerry Danku, 73, of South
Amboy died on March 5. He worked as a
laborer for 40 years with the Borough of
Sayreville, retiring in 2001. Robert Egan,
80, of Sayreville died on March 11. He was
a proud U.S. Navy veteran and a member of
Sayreville American Legion 211. One of the
good guys, he will be sadly missed.
May they never be forgotten for all the
goodness they have brought to the world.

the quality of life. It can promise you a
better tomorrow.”
To learn more about what we do,
please visit our Facebook and Twitter
pages, and listen to The Fran Tarkenton
Show on SIRIUSXM Indie 104-Saturdays
9-11 ET

2nd Annual Inspire
5k Run In Memory
Of Paul Chrzaszcz

The 2nd Annual 5k run will be held on
Sunday May 4th at East Brunswick Cultural
Centre, 721 Cranbury Rd, East Brunswick.
Registration is at 7:30am with the race starting at 9:00am. The fee of the race is $20.00,
and free T-shirts and “goodie bags” will be
given to the registered runners (while supplies last).
The purpose of this race is to honor the
life of Paul Chrzaszcz, a 2006 graduate of
East Brunswick Tech who tragically passed
away June 2012. Paul was a polarizing young
man whose time with us was cut short. Paul’s
life was about helping others. If you had the
pleasure of knowing Paul you would see
this character trait. While Paul spent his 4
years of high school as a model citizen in our
school, Paul really shined after graduation.
Paul was a member of the South Amboy
Fire Department and also a member of the
Sayreville Fire Department. He also attended
Monmouth University where he found his
new love of art. We are honored to have had
Paul attend our school and what better way
to celebrate his life than gathering together
to run in his name. Proceeds from the race
will go to the Paul Chrzaszcz Scholarship
to a deserving graduate of East Brunswick
Vocational and Technical High School.
Last year we had an amazing turn out of
over 400 runners, please inspire someone to
come out and run with us and help us double
that number this year.
For more information please check with
you local cable listings or contact the race
director at compuscore@gmail.com.
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Yearbook-Sayreville 1989
By Tom Burkard

Anna Sprague, a lifetime South Amboy resident has a front row seat for the St. Patrick’s
Day Parade at the corner of Main Street & Stevens Avenue. (Photo by Ginny Pszolka)

In early September 1988, the Sayreville
War Memorial HS (SWMHS) Class of 1989
was returning to its final school year, and
probably listening to the cool #1 hit of the
day, “Sweet Child O’Mine by Guns N’ Roses,
which got plenty of airplay.
Rita Whitney was the principal and some
of the faculty included: Christine Kwiatkowski, Coleen Boyle, Carol McCormack,
Kim Enright, Jerry Carney, Robert Cress,
Ann Juliano, Leanore Vozza, Peter Vala,
Patricia Feltz, Lynn Paul, Patricia Haltli.
Student Council members were Jackie Piatek, President, Charlie Del Gatto, VP, Gina
Caruso, Sec., J.J. Damato, Treas. Deanna
Boll was Senior Class President…
Rjat Shah was President of the National
Honor Society and also Editor-In-Chif of
the school newspaper. Glen Venezio was
Editor-In-Chief of the literary magazine.
Lisa Stoddard was President of S.A.D.D.
and also the Catering Club. Sue Ferraro and
Kimberly Stefani were Drum Majorettes for
the Sayreville Marching Bomber Band.
Some senior class members selected
randomly: Sharon Adams, Christopher
Balon, Edward Bolk, Jenifer Caso, Karen
Chin, Gregg Conlon, Derek Czernikowski,
Joseph DeMartino, Aimee Derent, Maryann
Dieker, Kelli Diffin, Joseph Denuto, Michelle Doughty, Christine Dunworth, Chris
Dzergoski, Michael Elia, Peter Ewtushek,
Michael Fioretti, Richard Fingerlin, Bernadette Gabriel, Diane Gallagher, Steve Goldie,
Janeen Gondek, Kim Hogaboom, Dorothea
Hourihan, Jeffrey Huguenin, Dennis Jacko,

PANCAKE
BREAKFAST

The Sayreville Lions Club will be holding their semi-annual Pancake Breakfast
on Sunday April 13, 2014 from 8am till
noon at the Sayreville War Memorial High
School Cafeteria. Cost is $6.00 for adults
and $3.00 for children. For information or
tickets see any Sayreville Lion, visit our web
site at www.sayrevillenj.lionwap.org. or call
732-234-3932. Proceeds from the breakfast
help support our local projects including
Scholarships to our high school grads.

Marc Januszak, Michelle Kabara, Brandon
Kaboski, Brian Kehoe, Jacquelin Kelly,
Hugh Klitzke, Doreen Knable, Deborah
Koerner, Michelle Koons, Pamela Kotula,
Carol Krzyzkowski, Bryan Kuntne, Renee
Kurzawa, Karen Laikowski, Edward Lake,
James Leak, Han-Sok Lee, Richard Magielnicki, John Marullo, Stacey Malik, Michael
McCormack, Catherine McDermott, Kevin
Murtha, Scott Muller, Kelly Nakielny, Debbie Mussara, Todd Pachkowski, Jennifer
O’Hara, Deidre Patch, Edward Prysak, Paul
Pinaha, Megan Rathbun, Jamal Reynolds,
Donald Rolzhausen, Jodi Rosenblum, Melissa Rudowsky, Michael Sheedy, Jose Sola,
Tara Scully, Lisa Schaaf, James Spaulding,
Edward Stevens, Judy Soltis, Margaret
Sumski, Jeffrey Szatkowski, Catherine Turk,
Ginger Wistuba, Christine Wong, Jennifer
Zrebiec, Kim Zera, Lisa Zak.
Big news in ’89: The Berlin Wall came
down and Communism fell in East Germany,
Poland, Czechoslovakia, Hungary, Lithuania, and Romania…Nolan Ryan recorded his
5,000th strikeout…Pete Rose was suspended
from baseball for gambling…President Bush
sent troops to Panama to topple General
Noriega from power…
While back at (SWMHS) the most successful sports teams and their records were:
Golf (19-3-1); Girls Tennis ((13-6); Baseball
(11-7); Softball (7-5-1).
At graduation time 1989, the top song
in the nation was “Forever Your Girl” by
Paula Abdul..
Sayreville War Memorial HS Class of
’89 featured many very special and gifted
adults with bright futures ahead.

Easter Bunny
Breakfast April 13

South Amboy Knights of Columbus
Council 426 hold their annual Breakfast
with the Easter Bunny Sunday April 13 from
9 AM to 11 AM at the Council Home 308
Fourth St. South Amboy. Bring your camera
for photos with the Easter Bunny. Cost is $7
Adults, $3 Children aged 2 to 12. Children
under 2 are FREE. For reservations call Steve
or Cheryl at 732-727-1707.
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Polish Night
Celebration

Our Lady of Victories Knights of Columbus Council #2061 will be holding its
2014 Polish Night Celebration on Saturday,
April 26 from 7 p.m. to 12 a.m. at the Victorian Hall—775 Washington Rd., Parlin (the
Council Home). Tickets are $35 per person
and include Buffet Dinner, Open Bar, and
music by “The Polka Family Band” from
Pennsylvania. Contact Joe Halmi at 732721-4563 or Jim Poltrictzky at 732-254-8896
to reserve your spot today!

Summer Camp
Registration

Trinity United Methodist Church, 815
Bordentown Ave., will be holding its annual
Summer Camp program from June 30-Aug.
29. Registration is now for campers, ages
5-13. Call the camp now and ask about an
early registration discount and FREE T-shirt.
Campers will enjoy the shady secluded
outdoor settings as well as weekly themes
and field trips. The camp is staffed by an
enthusiastic staff and will be open weekdays
from 7 a.m. to 6 p.m. Please call 732-7213887 for more info or to register.

Library Centennial!!

The Library is celebrating 100 years
of service this year and with it comes a
lot of upcoming programs!! On Monday,
March 24th from 2 to 7:30 pm, were having a Birthday Celebration!! Come in enjoy
some birthday cake that will be baked by
South Amboy residents. Friday, April 11th
from 6 to 9 pm the Library will be having a
Grand Centennial Celebration at the YMCA
of South Amboy. Enjoy the Silent Auction,
Music, and Catered food! Tickets have
already gone on sale for $20.
There are also a lot of children and teen
programs for both March and April. From
March 10th to the 14th the Library will be
having a Teen Art Contest – Science 2 Art
- during Teen Tech Week. Teens will build
a creation from the supplies that will be provided for them. Every Thursday in March
at 4 pm, we will be having an Electronic
Science Experiment Program. Watch as
things come to life before your very eyes!
Also on Thursdays during March and April
the Library has a Rainbow Loom club. Learn
how to make a new bracelet every week!!
Xbox is now twice a week on Monday’s and
Friday’s at 3 pm in the Children’s Room,
and Mother Goose will continue to be on
Monday’s at 2:30 pm. On Monday April 7,
3:30 stop in for A Child’s Garden program,
learn how to plant a seed, bring it home and
watch it grow!
Need homework help? Don’t forget
to ask. We have free online resources on
the library’s web page to help make report
writing easy!
The library is adjacent to the South Amboy High School off O’Leary Blvd. Library
hours are Monday, Tuesday, and Thursday
10am – 8 pm; Wednesday and Friday 10am
– 5pm. Directions: www.dowdell.org
For additional information, contact
the library at comments@dowdell.org or
732-721-6060.

20 Years Ago This
Month

In the March 1994 issue of The SA
Times, big news items were: It was announced that South Amboy would hold its
first ever City Wide Yard Sale on May 2122… South Amboy City Council approved
$9.3 million budget… O’Brien-Parlin
Cogeneration switched the company that
handled its day-to-day operations and 24
out of 26 workers, who ran the Parlin plant
were scheduled to be laid off… The state
Green Acres program approved a Sayreville
project for acquisition of 52 acres of wetlands privately owned and located along the
Raritan River…South Amboy First Aid conducted an aluminum beverage can drive for
a fundraiser…Some of the local businesses
of 1994, no longer in operation today were:
Mary Kay-Karen Antonucci; Scarpa’s Auto
& Truck Center; Raritan VCR; Vince’s Main
St. Rental; Gallagher Insurance Co.; Gulick’s
Gas Station; Teddy D’s Auto Repair…

Stella Misiewicz celebrated her 90th birthday
with 50 of her family and closest friends
on January 26, 2014 at J. O’Neill’s Place
in Sayreville. Entertainment for the party
was provided by the incomparable DJ
Johnny Bartlinski. Stella was honored with
certificates of appreciation for all of her work
in Sayreville by Mayor Kennedy O’Brien and
Assemblyman from the 19th District, John
Wisniewski. Fun was had by all at this joyous
occasion. (Photo/info submitted)

Fish Fry

The First Presbyterian Church of Sayreville will be having a Fish and Chicken Fry
on April 4th, 2014. Tickets are $13.00 in
advance and there are limited tickets available at the door for $15.00. Chicken is
available by advance order only. Take-outs
will begin at 5:00 and dining room seating
will be from 5:30-7:00pm.
For tickets please call 732-257-6353
or e-mail us at churchoffice172@optimum.
net.

Wake Up! Come
Out And Play
(Article Submitted)

St. Stanislaus Kostka Church is sponsoring a Night Owl Bingo on Sat., March 29th.
Doors open at 9 p.m., and games start at 11
p.m. There will be FREE Coffee all night,
and the kitchen will be open with a late night
menu. Bingo will be held at St. Stan’s School
Gym, 225 MacArthur Ave., Sayreville. For
more info call Debbie at 732-613-0517 or
the Parish office at 732-254-0212.

Legos Wanted

The Sayreville Recreation Department
is seeking donations of Lego (new or gently
played with) sets for use by our Afterschool
programs and summer camps. If you have
any sets you wish to donate please drop
them off at the Recreation Office Monday
– Friday from 8:00am – 4:00pm. Any sets
will be greatly appreciated.
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Mrs. Kubeck, middle school social studies and music teacher at St. Stan’s School, was
recently honored by the Knights of Columbus Council 2061 as the Catholic School Teacher
of the Year along with OLV’s honoree. She is pictured proudly wearing her crown in the
choir loft after Mass. (Photo/info submitted by Lisa Grover)

Your Job Search Using Social Media

Counselor and coach, Dr. Colleen Georges, will share strategies for using social media
such as LinkedIn, Twitter, and Facebook to
uncover potential job opportunities, brand
yourself as an expert in your field, and get
found by recruiters and hiring managers at
Sayreville Public Library on Tuesday, April
1 from 6:30PM to 8:00PM.
Dr. Georges has been serving as a
counselor and coach for 15 years, helping
to guide individuals through self-discovery,
and personal and career goal achievement.
Today, she owns Colleen’s Career Creations
and Life Coaching with Colleen, where she
facilitates personal and professional development workshops, provides career and life
coaching services, and writes résumés for
clients across the professional spectrum. Dr.
Georges is also a faculty member at Rutgers
University, where she teaches graduate-level
counseling and undergraduate women’s leadership courses. She received her Doctorate

Vendors Wanted

We are looking for vendors for the annual Flea Market at the First Presbyterian
Church of Sayreville. Our Flea Market
will be held on June 7th, 2014. The time is
8am to 2pm. We are located at 172 Main
Street, Sayreville-directly across from the
Borough Hall.
Spaces are available for $15.00 for one
space, $25.00 for two. A limited amount of
tables will be available for $5.00 extra.
For information please leave a message
on the church answering machine at 732257-6353 or e-mail us at churchoffice172@
optimum.net.

Selling Your Stuff
on Amazon & eBay

Learn the basics of buying and selling
on Amazon and eBay at Sayreville Public
Library on Monday, April 14 from 6:00 to
8:00PM! This beginners level course will
cover both how to buy and how to bid on
items using both services. You will also
learn how to setup accounts on both services
and post items for sale to start selling your
stuff! This course will also cover how to
use PayPal to accept payments. For more
information or to register, contact Alaina at
732-727-0212 ex. 25, email her at alainad@
lmxac.org, or register online at www.sayrevillelibrary.org !

in Counseling Psychology from Rutgers
University, is a NJ Licensed Professional
Counselor, and holds over a dozen certifications in career and life coaching, résumé
writing, job search, positive psychology,
and positive parenting. Her publications
include co-authorship in Contagious Optimism: Uplifting Stories & Motivational
Advice for Positive Forward Thinking and
101 Great Ways to Enhance Your Career,
and work featured in the Gallery of Best
Resumes, 5th Edition. Dr. Georges has been
interviewed for and quoted in key online
and print media including Forbes.com and
The Trenton Times.
For more information or to register,
contact Alaina at 732-727-0212 ex. 25
or email her at alainad@lmxac.org. You
may also register online at www.sayrevillelibrary.org.

Lenten Dinner

The Camp Dill Foundation will be
holding a Lenten Fish Dinner on Friday,
April 11, 2014 at the First Presbyterian
Church of South Amboy located on Broadway next to City Hall. Serving time will be
from 5pm-7pm with the donation of $13.00
per dinner.
ADVANCED TICKET SALES ONLY
- No tickets will be sold at the door the night
of the dinner.
Tickets are available until April 7, 2014
in the Church Basement on Monday nights
from 7:30pm - 8:30pm. OR by calling 732727-6718.
The dinner is catered by “Tastefully
British” and is renowned as one of the best
in the area. Please take advantage of this
outstanding value and support the continuing efforts of the Camp Dill Foundation to
supply a low cost, quality outdoor educational experience for the youth of the South
Amboy/Sayreville area.

Sayreville Recreation News

The Sayreville Recreation Department
is seeking donations of Lego (new or gently
played with) sets for use by our Afterschool
programs and summer camps. If you have
any sets you wish to donate please drop
them off at the Recreation Office Monday
– Friday from 8:00am – 4:00pm. Any sets
will be greatly appreciated.
Spring Registration is still ongoing for
all Recreation Programs, Mommy & Me,
Recreation Fun Days, Little Kids Playtime
@ Kennedy Park. Please stop down to the
Recreation Office on Dolan Street to register
for Spring Session 2014. Little Kids Playtime
starts April 7, 2014 and Recreation Fun Days
/ Mommy & Me start March 31, 2014

The Annual Easter Egg Hunt is set for
April 12, 2014 at the Borough Hall football
field for 10:00am – open to all Sayreville
Residents ages 1-10. Come out and join us
for a morning of fun.
Let’s Go Yankees! The Sayreville Recreation Department is running 3 bus trips to see
the Yankees battle it on the road to the World
Series. All games are $75.00 per ticket and
the price includes roundtrip transportation
and ticket to the game. Tickets are limited
and on a first come first served basis.
May 16, 2014 – Yankees vs. Pirates
June 20, 2014 – Yankees vs. Orioles
July 18, 2014 – Yankees vs. Reds
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St. Mary’s High School alumni Al Gomolka Jr.(l) Class of ’69, and Vincent Higgins (r) Class
of ’49, were on hand to support and visit Jack McKeon (c), who was a featured guest
speaker at a Catholic Men For Christ Conference in Middletown recently. McKeon is a
member of St. Mary’s Class of ’48. (Photo by Tom Burkard)

Teens Run
Successful
Fundraiser

South Amboy Middle High School
seniors Catherine Kosakowska and Joanna
Joks decided to raise money for the family
of a 10-year old South Amboy Elementary
School fourth-grader, Ryan Schaaf, who
died suddenly on Feb. 17.
The caring teenagers organized a
fundraiser “Skate for Ryan: Forever in
Our Hearts,” which was held on Feb. 24
at the South Amboy Arena roller skating
rink. Over 100 people attended, and more
than $1,000 was raised for Ryan’s family.
Congratulations Catherine and Joanna on
a job well done!

Peace Poster
Contest Winners

The winners for the Sayreville Lions
Club Peace Poster Contest were 1st placeRaigan Stokes-Carter, 2nd place-Blessing
Akeju, 3rd place-Chloe Santiago. The
contest theme was “Our World, Our Future.”
The 6th grade students were honored by the
Sayreville Lions with a dinner, certificates
and prizes. Congratulations!

How To Achieve
Success
By Al Gomolka Jr.
Times Poet Laureate
c. 1994

Begin with a dream
Maintain a positive attitude
Hard work, hard work, work hard
Steadfast in the face of setbacks & adversity
Make failures but steps towards the goal
Realize and never forget that God is part
of
Your support team.

Sports Card Show

The Sayreville First Aid Squad is
holding a Sports Card / Collectible show
on Saturday March 22, 2014 from 8:30am
– 3:00pm in the First Aid squad building
at 776 Washington Road. Please come out
support the First Aid Squad. For more information and Dealer Opportunities please
call 732-614-8639.

The College Search Process 101

Does the prospect of selecting a college
and going through the admissions process
seem overwhelming? Is the terminology
confusing? High school sophomores and
juniors and their parents should attend this
seminar to hear an experienced professional
demystify the steps needed to complete a
successful search. Join Barbara Wichinsky, M.Ed., former Director of Guidance
and Independent Consultant at Sayreville
Public Library on Saturday, April 26 from

2:00 to 4:00PM.
To register, contact Alaina at alainad@
lmxac.org, call her at 732-727-0212 ex. 25, or
register online at www.sayrevillelibrary.org.
WHEN REGISTERING, PLEASE SPECIFY THE NAME OF EVERYONE WHO
IS COMING SO WE HAVE ENOUGH
CHAIRS! GUESTS NOT ON THE LIST
WILL NOT BE GUARANTEED ADMISSION. THANK YOU!

SOUTH AMBOY ELEMENTARY
ACADEMIC ACHIEVEMENT FOR
MARKING PERIOD TWO

FOURTH GRADE-HONOR ROLL
WITH DISTINCTION: Robert
Dieckman, Emily Drill,
Adam Eldeeb, Aidan Kenny, Skylar
Krass, Cori LaVigne, Alexis Moakler,
Tatjana Roessle, Stefan Trailovic, Alexandra Zaretsky. HONOR ROLL: Angie
Aquino, Isabella Bielinski, Katie Lynn
Breur, Breyden Brown, Zalet Castillo,
Louis DeGrazia,
Elizabeth Fookson, Leena Fookson,
Taylor Gliese, Makayla Jones, Aiden
Mahoney,
Zackary Pawlik, Lucia Racioppi, Ryan
Rosseter, Donovan Savage, Ryan Schaaf,
Jacob Uscocovich, Anthony Vella,
Jonathan Wen, Raquel Yanez
FIFTH GRADE-HONOR ROLL
WITH DISTINCTION: Jacey Buczek, Alex
Chiu, Jakob Mercado. HONOR ROLL:
Michael Abbatiello, Olivia Fernandez,

Alejandro Fuerte, Gabriella Grande, Ava
Grasso, Tyler Hoeschele, Andrew Juhass,
Landon Lepardo, Shane Murphy, Steven
Pieklo, Lili Poland, Zachary Pyle, Harris Pyo,
Jake Szatkowski, Xavier Vanterpool.
SIXTH GRADE-HONOR ROLL
WITH DISTINCTION: Melissa Abbatiello,
Kailie Arsenault, Hammad Farooq, Joseph
Finnegan, Nashari Payano, Bryan Pena,
Caroline Sadelski, Aliyah White. HONOR
ROLL: Amanda Abrenica, Zechariah Adams-Duckson, Jaden Agnew, Jagger Agnew,
Christopher Almeida, Brendan BrownSoper, Jayana Correa, John Gonzalez,
Brooke Guerrero, Amanda Hayes, Philip
Joks, Alyure Kay-Flagg, Sarah Knapik,
Nicholas Luisi, Selina Maisonett, Larenz
Mayer, Alexa Noon, Jacob Ross, Evan
Schaaf, Emma Schaefer, Rachel Tavarez,
Mary Ann Walsh

Winter Memories

1971-Pictured celebrating Christmas are Karen (l) and Jo Anne (r) Lotkowictz, who are
anxiously looking forward to getting their new “Yankee Clipper” sled, so they could get out
and start sleigh riding on the crest of the new fallen snow. After looking at my daughter’s
picture, I began to reminisce about how things were when I was a kid. Getting a sled for
Christmas was the greatest gift ever, especially if it was a “Yankee Clipper” or “Flexible
Flyer.” These were the Cadillacs of sleds, giving the rider a good, fast, smooth ride on all
hills and a feeling of confidence and safety. (Photo/story by Joe Lotkowictz)

1963-Bobby Geant is having a great time sleigh riding down Augusta St. in South Amboy.
(Photo submitted by Steve Servis)
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Ice Berg 2014-We too have icebergs in New Jersey. After a multitude of snowfalls ending
in December 2013 and picking up again in January 2014, this pile of snow looks like it will
last until after Easter. (Photo/caption by Joe Lotkowictz)

Lenten Dinners

South Amboy Elks #784 is running a
Lenten Dinner every Friday from 5:30-8
p.m. through April 19th. Take-out dinners
are also available by calling the Lodge at
732-727-7170. All are welcome!

SAYAA teams up
with the Somerset
Patriots

The South Amboy Youth Athletic Association will be selling tickets for a Somerset
Patriots game being played on June 11,
2014 @ 7:05pm. Tickets will be $10 each.
All children that purchase tickets and are
registered with the SAYAA during our 2014
sports playing year will take 1 lap around the
warning lap before the game. The first 75
children to purchase tickets will be entered
into a drawing for on field participation
events taking place during the game. We
will also have our local Cub and Boy Scouts
joining in with a color guard presentation.
For ticket purchases and questions please
contact Valerie Cannan @ 732-254-2808
or Octoval@aol.com. Visit our website at
www.leaguelineup.com/sayaa.

55 Years Ago…
Kurtz Was Acting
Governor

1959-South Amboy’s William Kurtz,
Speaker of the NJ State Assembly, was
Acting Governor of New Jersey for a week
in the absence of Gov. Robert B. Meyner.
In his brief tenure as Acting Governor, he
signed his executive signature to several
bills. Among them was the bill authorizing
a more liberal investment of pension funds,
such as the teachers pensions and the police
pension.

Open House
(Article submitted)

St. Stanislaus Kostka School will be
hosting an Open House for prospective new
families on Sunday, March 30th from 10-11
a.m. and on Thursday, April 3rd from 9-10:30
a.m. You may schedule an appointment for
a private tour and have your child spend the
day with us. Visit us at www.sskschool.org
or contact us at 732-254-5819. We look
forward to sharing with you what makes St.
Stanislaus Kostka School so special.

Quirk Keeping Busy
In Los Angeles

Hoffman High School alumnus Michael
“Mike” Quirk has been very busy establishing a career as an actor/voice over artist
in Los Angeles, California. He recently
finished shooting stunt work on the film
“Don Quixote,” which was produced by
James Franco. In addition, he has been
working on a commercial for the Hartford
Insurance Company that will air later this
year on TV. Mike is now shooting “The

House,” a tender, little story about a family
and their home.
Quirk has also played the role of Jerry
The Handyman on “Bed & Break Up,” a
TV show, and in another TV commercial,
he turned in an excellent portrayal of an
expert exterminator for Hot Shot Exterminator Products.
Congratulations, Mike and may you
have continued success!

First Presbyterian 150th
Anniversary Celebration
(Article submitted by Barbara E. Shadis)

First Presbyterian Church of South
Amboy is planning a celebration in honor of
tis 150th anniversary. The church has a rich
history within and around the South Amboy
community. They were founded during the
Civil War, survived the Great Depression, the
historic South Amboy Munitions Explosion
of 1950, as well as numerous recessions and
downturns in the economy. Today they are
still a vital part of the community, ministering locally and beyond.
The church is planning a grand celebration banquet on Oct. 4, 2014 from 6-10 p.m.
at the Reception Center at St. Clement’s in
Matawan. Tickets are $40. A wonderful
evening of food, fellowship, entertainment
and reflections about the church is being
planned.
One of the important ministries of the
church is their food pantry. Every month,
the church goes to the Hillside Food Band
and loads truckloads of food for its pantry.
On the third Saturday of every month, they
served nearly 100 families. Donations of
food are welcome and there are opportuni-

ties to volunteer for the pantry. Please call
the church office if you are able to help at
732-721-4516.
Pastor Jeffrey Carney noted that past
generations have been faithful to God’s
call to both build the church and be the
church. It was because of their foresight
and faithfulness towards the future that the
church is still vital and ministering to the
community today. The pastor states that
God has a purpose and plan for the church,
and it is our privilege and responsibility to
help ensure that we will be here for future
generations as well.
The church is located at 150 North
Broadway, South Amboy, just across the
parking lot from City Hall. Worship is at
10:30 a.m. on Sundays. First Presbyterian
Church is a warm, welcoming congregation who is called to serve the community
and care for its church family. We have a
nursery program for children up to age 6
during service and Sunday School at 9:15
a.m. Our organist is George Markey. All
are welcome to attend.

Goodbye Winter! At Last!!!
(Photos by Tom Burkard)

A father and his young son climb the hill at Kennedy Park to go for a fun ride.

Wipe Out!

The little boy is now on his own and really
enjoying the ride!

Youngsters take a break from a fun-filled day of sledding, snow-boarding, and sleigh riding.
(Do they still call it that)?

Having cool fun in the cold, wet snow.

Proud mother watches her son sledding down the hill.
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A History Lesson On South Amboy/
Sayreville
By Tom Burkard

The New Jersey Flower & Garden Show once again, despite snowy weather, was a huge
success at the NJ Convention Center in Edison from Feb. 13-16. Thousands of people
came from all over to this terrific annual event. Framed by beautiful flowers, one of the
vendors displays a product and awaits the next customer. (Photo by Tom Burkard)

Fish Fry Dinners

OLV Knights of Columbus and Columbiettes will begin their annual Fish Fry Dinners
on Friday, March 14, and then every Friday
thru April 18 from 4:30 till 7:00 pm.
The menu will consist of baked or fried
flounder, fried shrimp, or combo platters,
mac and cheese, pierogies, soup, pizza by
the slice, roasted potato’s and a fabulous
salad bar. Soda, beer and wine will also be
available for separate purchase. Take out
orders accepted by walk in or call in beginning at 4:30pm. The OLV Council home is
located at 775 Washington Rd in the Parlin
section of Sayreville, directly across from
the Parlin Post Office. For more info, or to
place phone orders, please call our council
home @ 732-257-2061.

Vendor Fair-March
29

Golden Rule Christian Center, of Trinity
United Methodist Church, 825 Bordentown
Ave., will be holding a Vendor Fair on Sat.,
March 29th from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. Beat the
winter blues, come shop with us for Easter, Mother’s Day, birthdays, graduation,
many gifts to choose from. The Fair will
also feature a bake sale, all to benefit the
playground for the pre-school. Coffee and
rolls will be served in the morning and a hot
dog lunch will be available. For more info
contact Marie at 732-721-3050. Spaces are
still available.

South Amboy:
Moving Ahead
(Continued from page 1)

LaVigne praised the mayor for his efforts
to improve South Amboy communications
with new computers and other tools. He
also praised the work of his police officers
who have worked hard to solve significant
drug cases, save lives and keep the city safe.
LaVigne also had high praise for Department
of Public Works head Jerry McGee. “During
storms, that gentleman and his staff jumped
through hoops to provide vital services to
the city of South Amboy.”

MCC Named in Top
150 in Nation

The Aspen Institute, an educational and
policy studies organization based in Washington, DC., has named Middlesex County
College as one of the top 150 community
colleges in the nation.
The Aspen Institute identified the top
150 community colleges through an assessment of institutional performance, improvement, and equity on student retention and
completion measures. MCC was selected
from more than 1,000 community colleges
in the United States that serve almost half
of all undergraduates in the nation.
“Community colleges have tremendous
power to change lives, and their success will
increasingly define our nation’s economic
strength and the potential for social mobility for every American,” said Josh Wyner,
executive director of the Aspen Institute College Excellence Program. “This competition
is designed to spotlight the excellent work
being done in the most effective community
colleges, those that best help students obtain
meaningful, high-quality education and
training for competitive-wage jobs after
college. We hope it will raise the bar and
provide a roadmap for community colleges
nationwide.”
The only other New Jersey community
college to make the list is Ocean County
College.
Middlesex is now eligible to compete
for $1 million in funding from the Aspen
Institute.
The 150 are located in 37 states across
the nation; they represent urban, rural, and
suburban markets; and they encompass large
and small community colleges – from Miami
Dade College in Florida serving over 100,000
students to Carver Career Center in West
Virginia with fewer than 500 students.
A full list of the 150 community colleges
is available at www.AspenPrize.org.

Late 1800’s-Rev. J.W. McLaughlin
was founder and first editor of the South
Amboy Citizen. He left town and started
papers in Manasquan and Belmar, but was
unsuccessful…1901-A smallpox epidemic
was declared on Sayreville by the Middlesex
County Board of Health…
1904-Seidler’s Beach, on State Highway Shore 35 in Morgan, was one of the most
popular beaches on the Jersey Coast. The
beach was founded by brothers Frank and
Richard Seidler…1910-1914-James Manhattan served as South Amboy’s Councilman
in the 1st Ward…1914-William Parisen was
a South Amboy Councilman…
1917-South Amboy’s Italian-American
Club formed, with Leo Credico elected
President…1924-Father Francis Gunner
became Curate at St. Mary’s Church and
served until 1948…1918-A huge explosion
destroyed the T.A. Gillespie Shell Loading
Plant in Morgan. The explosion was known
through the years by locals as The Morgan
Explosion…1926-Harold G. Hoffman was
Mayor of South Amboy. Downs (first name
unavailable) was Councilman-At-Large, and
other Councilman were John Connors, and
Kvist (first name unavailable)…1928-Richard Neiltopp was a South Amboy Councilman…Edwin C. Roddy, who organized the
first Air Mail flight from South Amboy to
Perth Amboy died…1929-Gallagher (no
first name available) was a South Amboy
Councilman…1930-Daniel F. Sharkey VFW
Post was located in South Amboy…1931Frederick Diebert, who was a member of the
Common Council when South Amboy was
a Borough, died…South Amboy’s James A.
Harkins ran for Freeholder…1932-South
Amboy Republican Councilman Walter
Inman, who served from 1929-32, was going to run as an independent for Mayor, but
decided against it…South Amboy’s Alma
Tenenbaum made her radio debut on the
“Edwin Bent Hour” on station WAAM at
Newark. She appeared in double capacity
as both soprano and pianist. Anita Steuber, a South Amboy pianist also played

LIVESTRONG at the
YMCA
12 Weeks of
Healing

The South Amboy Y is offering a FREE
12 week program for cancer survivors starting April 16th at 6pm. Extensive research
has shown that exercise for individuals
recovering from caner, and individuals
going through treatment for cancer, can
help reduce fatigue and loss of strength.
The program meets twice a week and will
give participants a gradual approach to exercise as they work hand in hand with our
experienced trainers and staff. There will
be a focus on cardio exercise and progress
into weights, stability and endurance. For
more information, contact Lois Griffin at
732-316-8219 or livestrong-southamboy@
ymcaofmewsa.org.

on WAAM…South Amboy Lumber Co.
was located at 215 Feltus St…William S.
Dey was President of the South Amboy
Republican Club…Willard Van Cleaf was
President of the South Amboy Young Republicans Club…The South Amboy Mayor
and Council consisted of Mayor Alfred
Kerr, Councilman-At-Large-John J. Vail, 1st
Ward Councilman-John Walczak, 2nd Ward
Councilman-John Triggs, 3rd Ward Councilman-Frank Stanton, 4th Ward CouncilmanWalter Inman…1935-Arky’s Pharmacy
(Where Delio’s is now located) at 118 North
Broadway, held its grand opening…1936The South Amboy Republican Club candidate for Mayor was Marshall E. Magee.
The Hoffman Republican Club candidate
for Mayor was Patrick Grimley…South
Amboy’s Thomas Lyons was appointed
Undersheriff…Thomas Dolan of Sayreville
was appointed to the Middlesex County
Board of Freeholders…In the South Amboy
Democratic Primary election of Mayor,
former Chief of Police Thomas Gleason Sr.
defeated Assemblyman Andrew Kurtz, in a
close election, 709-680. Patrick Grimley
was the Republican selection…1940-John
Zdanewicz was elected to his second term
as Councilman-At-Large…1945-William
Kurtz was President of the South Amboy
City Council. John Leonard and Read (no
first name available) also served on the council…1948-People’s Bakery was located at
the corner of Henry St. & Broadway…1958South Amboy Gardens (located on North
Stevens Ave. near the Hole-In-The-Wall)
began selling new homes for $15,500 and
up…The South Amboy Babe Ruth League
held its first season at Colucci Field. The
teams were Independence, Mechanicsville,
Komar’s, and Sacred Heart. Tom Fitzmorris blasted the first home run in league history…1959-The Open Kitchen, located at
the corner of Broadway and Main St. held
its Grand Opening…

Interactive Murder
Mystery

The South Amboy Fire Department’s
125th Anniversary Committee will present
“Whodunit At The Disco,” an Interactive
Murder Mystery Dinner on Sat., March
29th, 7 p.m. at Sacred Heart Annex, 531
Washington Ave., South Amboy. 70’s attire
is optional and very welcomed! Cost is $40/
person (seating is limited). Ticket includes:
Hot Buffet Dinner, Dessert, Beer, Wine,
Soda, Interactive Theater Performance. Also
featured will be 50/50’s, Door Prizes, and
Money Wheel. Tickets are on sale now!
Contact Anne Marie Trapp at 732-207-2848
or Mike Geraltowski at 848-250-9903, or
email: SAFD125th@gmail.com or visit the
website: southamboyfd125thanniversary.
com.

St. Mary’s Church
Holy Week
Schedule

Palm Sunday-April 12 & 13-Normal
Mass schedule; Sat. 4 p.m., Sun. 8 a.m.,
10 a.m., 12 noon. Palms distributed at all
Masses. Thursday of the Lord’s Supper-April
17-Morning Prayer 9 a.m.; Evening Mass of
Holy Thursday-7 p.m., Silent Adoration of
the Blessed Sacrament until 10 p.m. Friday
of the Passion of the Lord-April 18-Morning
Prayer 9 a.m.; Celebration of the Passion of
the Lord-3 p.m. Holy Saturday-April 19Easter Vigil Mass in the Holy Night 7:30
p.m. Easter Sunday-April 20-Masses at 8
a.m., 10 a.m., and 12 noon.

50 Years Ago

March 9, 1964-The first Mustang rolled
off the assembly line in Dearborn, Michigan
and debuted at the World’s Fair in April.
The suggested retail price was $2,368. Ford
forecasted less than 100,000 would sell, but
by the 18-month mark, it manufactured 1
million Mustangs!
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South Amboy Council/AOH Irishman of the Year, Michael “Mickey” Gross rides in style with
his wife Susan “Saint Sue” at the St. Patrick’s Day Parade.

The SAIAA Irishman of the Year and owner of the Monaghan House Rich McCutcheon and
his wife Sharon are driven by “Butch” Mulvey in his vintage Corvette at the parade.

Colonel Jack O’Connell (c) along with his father, Jim O’Connell (r) and Mike Bialoblocki,
waves to the crowd during the St. Patrick’s Day Parade. (Photos by Tom Burkard)

Sayreville A.A.
Registration

Sayreville Athletic Association (A.A.)
is still accepting registrations for baseball,
softball and buddy-ball for all ages from 416. Registration dates remaining are Wed.,
March 26 from 6-8 p.m., Sat. March 22 $
29 from 10 a.m. to 12 noon, and will be held
behind Jesse Selover School on Woodland
Ave. in the Morgan section of Sayreville.
Opening Day is April 26th. For more info
go to: www.sayrevilleaa.com.

FDNY vs. FDPD
Benefit Hockey
Game

On April 6, Bill Leveille will sponsor
a bus trip to Nassau Coliseum to see the
41st Annual benefit hockey game between
the FDNY and NYPD. Cost of the trip is
$65 per person, which includes game ticket,
bus transportation and tailgate party before
the game. BYOB is allowed. Bus leaves
at 9 a.m. from 217 South Pine Ave., South
Amboy. Game time is 1 p.m. For more info
contact Bill Leveille at 732-803-8463.

Wednesday Lenten Program

The clergy of these churches located in
South Amboy and Sayreville - Christ Church,
Everlasting Ministries, First Presbyterian
Churches, Messiah Lutheran Church, and
Trinity United Methodist Church - invite
you to share our Ecumenical Lenten Program
“What Wondrous Love” on Wednesday
evenings from 7:30 to 8:30.
What Wondrous Love is a program of
six short presentations. Discussion questions
are provided to start the conversations which
will follow. As the broad local Christian
Community, we can share in our preparation
for Easter and our common faith.
March 12th- Trinity United Methodist

- The Raising of Lazarus - 815 Bordentown
Ave, Sayreville
March 19th - Christ Church - Entry into
Jerusalem - 220 Main St, South Amboy
March 26th - First Presbyterian of South
Amboy - Washing the Disciples’ Feet - 150
Broadway, South Amboy
April 2nd - Messiah Lutheran - The Last
Supper - 3091 Bordentown Avenue, Parlin
April 9th - First Presbyterian of Sayreville - Betrayal and Arrest - 172 Main St,
Sayreville
April 16th - Christ Church - The Crucifixion - 220 Main St, South Amboy
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Kenny Whitworth of South Amboy, made his debut at the South Amboy Knights of Columbus
#426 Open Mic Night, and won over the crowd with his diversified repertoire of music.
Everyone in attendance enjoyed Kenny’s performance, and hopes he will become a regular
at this monthly event. (Photo/info courtesy of Joe Lotkowictz)

#1 Pop Hits On
March 22

2009-Right Round-Flo Rida
1998-Gettin’ Jiggy Wit It-Will Smith
1981-Keep On Loving You-Reo Speedwagon
1977-Evergreen-Barbara Streisand
1966-The Ballad Of The Green Berets-SSgt.
Barry Sadler
1958-Tequila-The Champs

You Tube-In
By Tom Burkard

Here are some interesting songs/videos
to check out:
1970’s-“Lotta Love” by Nicolette
Larson reached #8 on the Billboard Top
40 chart…
1960’s-Just checked out Bob Dylan
dueting with Johnny Cash on “Girl From The
North Country.” The clip is from the Johnny
Cash show in ’69. You can find it by typing
in: Best of Johnny Cash Show 1969…In ’68,
The Steve Miller Band released “Living In
The USA,” which unfortunately failed to
crack the Top 40, but isn’t too bad of a song
to check out…”I Do Love You” by Billy
Stewart got to #26 in ’65, and in that same
year he released a beautiful slow-dancin’
tune, “Sitting In The Park,” a #24 hit... “La
La Means I Love You” peaked at #4 in ’69
for The Delfonics…”Ooh Baby Baby” is a
terrific song by The Miracles that shot to
#16 in 1965…
1950’s-“You Were Mine” by The Fireflies is a great song that only lasted 1:57, but
made it to #21 back in 1959…
Country-“I Wanna Be Your Friday
Night” is a good 2013 tune performed by
Eric Paslay…”Dance Baby Dance” by Chris
Cagle…

Dowdell Library Centennial Events!

In March, the Dowdell Library was 100
years old and numerous centennial events
throughout the year have been planned. To
commemorate this milestone, the library is
publishing a commemorative book which
will include a short history of the library, the
people involved and their expectations for
the future. The commemorative book will
debut at the Grand Centennial Celebration
and will be uploaded to the library’s website
as well. The library is offering South Amboy residents, local businesses and business
partners the opportunity to participate in this
historic milestone. Everyone from children
on up may have their name engraved or an ad
placed in the book! Just contact the library
for the very reasonable rates.
Don’t miss the library’s 100th birthday
party on Monday, March 24th from 2 – 7:30
pm. South Amboy residents will be baking

a special cake for the event and everyone is
welcome for cake and coffee!
The Grand Centennial Celebration will
take place on Friday, April 11th from 6 – 9
pm at the South Amboy YMCA. A Silent
Auction, music and catered fare will make
for a fun event! Tickets are only $20 per
person! The library will be accepting donations of goods and services for the Silent
Auction through April 10th.
So, help the library celebrate 100 years
of providing millions of books and thousands
of programs of all kinds to the residents of
South Amboy!
The library is adjacent to the South
Amboy High School off O’Leary Boulevard. For more information, please contact
the library at 732-721-6060 or comments@
dowdell.org.

One Hit Wonders
40 Years Ago

1974-Americans-Byron MacGregor;
Seasons In The Sun-Terry Jacks; Rock OnDavid Essex; My Sweet Lady-Cliff DeYoung; The Lord’s Prayer-Sister Janet Mead;
TSOP (The Sound of Philadelphia)-MFSB &
The Three Degrees; The Entertainer-Marvin
Hamlisch; Please Come To Boston-Dave
Loggins; The Night Chicago Died-Paper
Lace; Hang On In There Baby-Johnny Bris-

tol; Beach Baby-First Class; Life Is A Rock
(But The Radio Rolled Me)-Reunion; I Can
Help-Billy Swan; Kung Fu Fighting-Carl
Douglas; I’ve Got The Music In Me-Kiki
Dee Band; The Need To Be-Jim Weatherly;
Be Thankful For What You’ve Got-William
DeVaughn; Tubular Bells-Mike Oldfield;
Eres Tu (Touch The Wind)-Mocedades.

Remember When?

The South Amboy Recreation Committee held a teen block dance on June 26, 1987
at the old Hoffman High School outdoor
basketball courts. The metal band “Abduction,” featuring South Amboy own Bobby
Tooker on drums, opened for the “Lacey
Page” band that was led by drummer Mike
Kelly, who is now a member of the recording/touring group, “Rory Kelly.”

#1 Country Hits On
March 22

2004-Watch The Wind Blow By-Tim McGraw
1992-Dallas-Alan Jackson
1985-Crazy For Your Love-Exile
1971-I’d Rather Love You-Charley Pride
1964-Saginaw, Michigan-Lefty Frizzell
1959-Don’t Take Your Guns To TownJohnny Cash

Music Trivia
Walk
The Hair Shop, formerly located on Washington Road in Parlin, re-opened as “The Hair Shop
II” on December 11th, 2013 in South Amboy. South Amboy Mayor, Fred Henry, (pictured
with the staff) joined in welcoming the new business to the town on January 11th, during
their Grand Opening Celebration.
The Hair Shop II, located at 339 Main Street, is a full service hair salon for men, women
and children. Manager, Maryann Minnella, and her original Parlin staff have over 25 years
of combined salon experience. The salon is open Tuesday-Friday 9:30am-8:00pm and
Saturday 9:00am-4:00pm. Appointments can be made by calling 732.727.5305. Walk-ins
are always welcome.
The salon promises some exciting hair events this year, with the first one on March 30th,
2014 at 11:00am entitled “Girls Just Wanna Have Fun” Blowout Brunch! Join Maryann and
her staff, as they teach you how to blow dry your favorite hair styles at home so you can
always look like you just stepped out of the salon. Enjoy a fun time of pampering not to be
missed! Reserve your spot today!
As always, check www.thehairshopparlin.com for monthly specials! (Photo/info
submitted)

1.__The Walk
2.__Walk Away From Love
3.__Walk Away Renee
4.__Walk Don’t Run
5.__Walk Hand In Hand
6.__Walk Like A Man
7.__Walk Like An Egyptian
8.__Walk Of Life
9.__Walk On By
10._Walk On Water

By Tom Burkard

Answers
1h 2j 3a 4b 5d 6e 7i 8c 9f 10g.

a. Left Banke
b. The Ventures
c. Dire Straits
d. Tony Martin
e. 4 Seasons
f. Dionne Warwick
g. Eddie Money
h. Jimmy McCracklin
i. The Bangles
j. David Ruffin

School Sports
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(As of March 15)
By Tom Burkard

South Amboy Guv Joe Fruncillo puts up a free throw for his 1000th career point! (Photo
by Brian Stratton)

Boys Basketball
Sayreville (24-4) Coach John Wojcik’s
Bombers had an amazing run this season.
Led by 1,000 points scorer, Corey Taite,
Sayreville had plenty of help from Rob Seraji,
Malik Pressley, Brian Gay, Jehyve Floyd,
Myles Hartsfield and the entire team.
South Amboy (20-7) Coach Lenny
Reyes has a lot to be proud of, especially
the fact that this team missed tying the
school’s record for most wins in a season
by only 1 game. Featuring the powerful
Girls Basketball
Sayreville (16-9 ) 1,000 plus point scorer
Jackie Rodriguez was one of the county’s
leading scorers for Coach Tara Currie’s
Bombers. The #2 scorer was Amanda
Quintero, and also helping out was Emma
Denby, Ryane Brush, Isa Enahoro
Cardinal McCarrick/St. Mary’s (14-9)
Coach Lynn Ust’s club was led in scoring
by Brittany Clayton. Also aiding the cause

scoring attack of 1,000 point scorers Steve
Herdman (leading scorer) and Joe Fruncillo
(top rebounder), the Guvs displayed all-out
team hustle and fine play by Nick and Tim
Kales, and Dan Murphy.
Cardinal McCarrick/St. Mary’s (6-17)
The Eagles were led by 1,000 points scorer
Sky Harris. Also contributing big time was
Dee Brown, Aaron Lewis and Keyshawn
Roache. McCarrick hopes to turn it around
next season.

Bombers Third In
Group III

Sayreville’s talented boys’ bowling
team finished third in the NJSIAA Group
III finals with 3,025 pins, placing behind
champion Montville 3,250, and second place
finisher Franklin 3,053. A.J. Angotti had a
big game for the Bombers with a 705. He
was followed by Mark Kozinski 618, Lucas
Leandro 575, Andy Danchisko 570, and
Chris Hauber 540.

the most in a season by a Middlesex County
team. South River recently broke the mark
in its CJ Group I semifinal loss to Shore.

By Tom Burkard

Joe Fruncillo, standout center on the
South Amboy Guvs talented basketball team
connected on 2 free throws for career points
999, and 1,000, with 3:00 left, to join the

1,000 point scoring club, as South Amboy
captured a 59-46 victory over Henry Hudson.
Congratulations, Joe!

Cincinnati Bengals football star Mohammed
Sanu (l), who attended Sayreville Middle
School as a youngster, came out to the
Sayreville gym to congratulate his good
friend, Corey Taite (r), after he scored his
1,000th point in February. (Photo courtesy
of Eileen Downs Giovenco)

Porcaro Wins
District Title
Falls In Region

The Sayreville Bombers wrestling
squad finished fourth place in District 20, as
Anthony Porcaro (285) captured the championship with a 3-1 decision over Gordon
Thompson of South Brunswick.
In a Region 5 semifinal wrestleback,
Anthony Porcaro (285) pinned Adedine
Fakorede of Pingry in a quick 0:57. He then
dropped a 9-4 decision to Bound Brook’s
Stephen Johnson, and also lost a heartbreaker
to Marek Tomanek of Delaware Valley, 4-3
(UTB) in the 3rd place consolation match.

Bombers Bow In GMCT Semis

Sayreville jumped out to an 8-0 lead, but
East Brunswick ran off 16 straight points to
grab a 16-8 first quarter lead, and built the
spread to 11 at intermission. The Bombers
trailed by 14 in the third quarter, but battled
back, and led by 4 points, early in the last
quarter, after going on an 11-0 run. With
3:51 left in the fourth stanza, Corey Taite hit
a runner, and gave the Bombers their final

lead of the game, 53-51, as East Brunswick
took control, and emerged victorious, 6355 to advance to the final against national
powerhouse St. Joseph’s of Metuchen.
The Bombers were paced by Rob Seraji,
who fired in 19 points, 16 coming in the first
half, center Jehyve Floyd scored 11 points,
ripped 10 boards, and had 4 blocks. Taite
pumped in 12 points for the Blue & Gray.

The Sayreville Bombers boys’ basketball team’s amazing season was ended by
powerful Trenton in the CJ Group IV semifinals, 65-60. Coach John Wojcik’s super
Sayreville club finished the year with an
outstanding (24-4), tying the school mark for
wins in a season, and also won the school’s
first GMC Division title.

Rob Seraji topped the Blue & Gray
scoring attack with 16 points, and Myles
Hartsfield added 9. Leading scorer, and recent member of the 1,000 Point Club, Corey
Taite was held by Trenton’s tough defense to
6 points in his final high school game. Coach
Wojcik was very proud of the Bombers for
“Playing hard every game.”

Trenton Eliminates Bombers

South Amboy Girls, Boys
Fall In GMCT

The South Amboy boys and also girls’
talented basketball teams both made it to the
quarterfinals of the GMCT. Unfortunately,
the Lady Guvs were beaten by a strong East
Brunswick five, 61-41, despite a game-high
of 20 points from Amanda LaVigne, who
connected on four, 3-pointers.

Fruncillo Scores 1,000th Point

was freshman Joyce Loda, and Shannon
McCleery.
South Amboy (13-12) Amanda LaVigne developed into one of the top scorers
in the county this year. Shana Anderson,
Beth Kudelka and Beth Noble also lit up
the scoreboard for the Lady Guvs of Coach
Linda Lewis.

Sayreville Boys Set Eagles Record Falls
in 2005-06, Cardinal McCarrick
Victories Record set a Back
record with 260 three-point field goals,

Coach John Wojcik’s Sayreville Bombers boys’ basketball team easily defeated
Woodbridge 64-48 in the GMCT quarterfinals. The win was the 19th in a row, to
set a new record for consecutive victories,
and raised their record to (21-2) on the year.
Corey Taite led the scoring parade with 21
points, Jehyve Floyd scored 13, and Malik
Pressley 11.

South Amboy’s talented center, Joe Fruncillo, is pictured with his proud family, after
becoming the latest player to reach the exclusive 1,000 point scoring club. (Photo by
Brian Stratton)

The SA boys drew the unenviable task of
taking on national powerhouse St. Joseph’s
of Metuchen, the #1 seed in the tourney. St.
Joe’s easily raced by the #24 seed, Purple &
Gold, 77-38. Steve Herdman topped South
Amboy with 12 points.

Steve Herdman fires up his 200th career 3
pointer. (Photo by Brian Stratton)

Herdman Finishes
Great
Schoolboy Career

South Amboy Guvs, Steve Herdman (l) and
Joe Fruncillo (r) pose in front of the schools
1000 point club trophy case. Both Steve and
Joe reached the 1000 point mark this year.
(Photo by Brian Stratton)

South Amboy’s Steve Herdman finished
his stellar high school basketball career with
1,247 points. He became the 14th player in
Middlesex County history to make over 200,
3-point field goals in his career, finishing
with 204. He hit his 200th 3 pointer in a
victory over Henry Hudson at home, and
finished the game with 8-treys and 34 points.
Congratulations, Steve!

Central Group IV
First Round
Sayreville 63 Monroe 48-Malik Pressley paced the Bombers with a game-high
22 points, while Corey Taite tossed in 14
points, and Brian Gay scored 8 points and
dished out 8 assists. Sayreville was seeded
#3, and Monroe #14.
Sayreville 65 Jackson Memorial 57Corey Taite was sensational, as he poured in
27 points, 20 coming over the last 9 minutes
of the game. Sayreville was down 55-49
with 3:30 left, when Taite swished his fifth
3-pointer of the half to cut the Jackson lead
to 55-52, and send the Bombers on a 15-0
run. Over the final 36 seconds, Taite and
Malik Pressley hit 7-of-8 from the free throw
stripe to clinch the victory. Rob Seraji also
had a big game for the Blue & Gray by toss-

ing in 21 points. The victory was huge for
Sayreville, as it was their last home game
of the year, plus they finished undefeated at
home, as well as tied the school record for
most victories in a year, with 24.
Central Group I
First Round
South Amboy 48 Perth Amboy Tech 40Steve Herdman took game scoring honors
with 18 points, while Joe Fruncillo scored
10 points and grabbed 10 boards. Nick
Kales pumped in 10 second-half points for
the Guvs.
Second Round
Florence 62 South Amboy 51-Herdman
scored 24 points, and Fruncillo 11, as they
closed out their outstanding high school careers. They both joined the exclusive 1,000
point scoring club this season.

Central Group IV
First Round
Sayreville 59 Manalapan 52-Jackie
Rodriguez poured in 25 points and ripped
10 rebounds, while Amanda Quintero hit
for 13 points and pulled down 10 boards
for the #4 seed Bombers against #13 seed
Manalapan.
Quarterfinals
Hunterdon Central 44 Sayreville 34-

Rodriguez, who reached the 1,000 point
mark this year scored 15 points, but only 1
basket in the second half against Hunterdon,
who was seeded #5,
Central Group I
First Round
Shore 59 South Amboy 43-The Lady
Guvs, seeded #7 were upset by #10 Shore.
SA was led by Amanda LaVigne with 17
points.

NJSIAA Boys Basketball Tournament

NJSIAA Girls Basketball Tournament
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The Local Sports Memory Machine
By Tom Burkard

From The Sports Archives

1969-70-The talented St. Mary’s Eagles basketball squad finished with a fine (20-6)
record under rookie Coach Sandy Fishman. Pictured kneeling (l-r) co-captains George
Krzyzanowski and Nick Charmello. Standing (l-r) John Kugel, Bob Carroll, John Rucki,
Mark Jendrzejewski, Ted Krzyzanowski, Brian Kelly, Ed Perez, John Kibbler, Jim Buckler,
John Ammon, Tom Gulick, Coach Fishman.

Sayreville Won Group III
Basketball Crown

1960-The Sayreville Bombers, defeated
a powerful Neptune team, 56-48 to win their
first basketball title since 1954. The Blue &
Gray trailed 15-13 after one quarter, but took
a 28-24 lead to the lockers at intermission.
The Sayreville defense was awesome, and
they upped their margin to 46-38 after three
stanzas. “Wild” Bill Mandy was simply
amazing for the Bombers as he poured in a
game-high of 24 points, and received scoring support from Joe Deerin, who tossed in
14 markers. Sayreville dominated under
the boards with center Mike Osowski, Fran
Marchesi, and Rich Mazur pulling down

Looking Way Back
At
Lewis A.A.
Basketball Team

1936-37-The Lewis A.A. semi-pro
basketball team from South Amboy, playing
its first season, competed against other area
teams and finished (11-11). Frank Morgan
was the top scorer with 208 points, followed by Springle 98, H. Littell 82, Norm
Morgan 80, E. Ferguson 76, J. Baranowski
51, Primka 31, Roxbury 15, McDonald 13,
Oliver Lockhart 12, Stader 8, Newmark 4,
Dexheimer 2.

many rebounds throughout the championship
tussle. Osowski added 7 points, Marchesi 8,
and Mazur 3. Dave Phillips saw some action
as the 6th man. The victory was huge for
Coach John Gutkowski, as his club won its
13th straight game and advanced to the state
semifinal against Moorestown (18-2). Unfortunately, Sayreville bowed to Moorestown
to end their very successful season.
Bill Mandy was selected 3rd Team
All-State All Groups, 1st Team Group III,
1st Team All-County.

Lewis A.A. Girls
Won
20 Straight

1937-38-The Lewis A.A. girls basketball team from South Amboy lost its first
game of the season, 23-5 to South River
U.G.W., but turned their season around by
winning their last 20 games, against teams
from all over the state, and finished with an
amazing (20-1) record.
The individual scoring for the year
was as follows; Mabel Batchelor 151,
Helen Weiss 126, Jule Croddick 117, Gert
Suchorski 74, Dot Inman 33, Peggy Hardy
32, Katie Weiss 26, Ruth Rosenthal 26, Dora
Forgotson 14, Adge Bowen 8, Eva Ellison 6,
Lillian Silvers 2, Esther Bloodgood 0, Ruth
Croddick 0, Delores Newman 0.

Smith Scored 1,000
At Kean College

January 1985-Former Hoffman high
star basketball player, Linda Smith closed
out a brilliant collegiate career at Kean College by scoring 1,096 points in 96 games
for an average of 11.4 per game. The 5-4
guard played two years at Middlesex County
College before attending Kean. During her

two years at Kean, the team captured the
Jersey Athletic Conference championship,
and advanced to the NCAA regionals twice,
winning the regional title once.
Pat Hannisch, her coach at Kean said,
“We’re going to miss Linda next year. She
was always a big outside scoring threat.”

Sacred Heart’s 6th Grade boys’ basketball team defeated St. Bart’s of East
Brunswick, 54-39 to capture the Central
Jersey Invitational Basketball Tournament
championship. The scoring brigade was led
by Kevin Zebro with 13 points, Gary Kuhn
12, Eric Somers 12, David Barth 11, and Greg
Koledits 6. The tourney featured 29 teams
from throughout NJ, and in first round play,
Sacred Heart (SH), winners of the Perth Amboy and Metuchen Leagues pounded Christ
the King, Manville, 51-26. Barth led the
scoring with 20 points, and was followed by
Kuhn 14 and Zebro 8. SH topped St. Agnes,
Clark 60-45 in the second round. Zebro led
the way with 17 points, Barth had 14, Kuhn
11, Koledits 8, and Somers 5. The Hearts
avenged their only defeat in tournament play
by dropping St. Mary’s of New Monmouth,
48-38 in the semifinals. Top scorers were

Kuhn 19 Zebro 12 and Koledits 11.
Bishop Theodore McCarrick was in
attendance throughout the tournament, and
presented individual awards.
Kevin Zebro and Gary Kuhn were
selected Co-M.V.P.’s of the tournament,
and received the Jerry Paczkowski Award
donated by Mr. & Mrs. Jerry Gorczyca and
Family, and presented by Jeffrey Gorczyca, a
classmate, friend, and teammate of Jerry.
Sacred Heart, coached by Ed Paczkowski and assisted by Jerry Gorczyca,
finished with an incredible (47-3) record.
The team roster included Kevin Zebro,
Gary Kuhn, David Barth, Greg Koledits,
Eric Somers, Frank Eberle, Jim Seyglinski,
Jeff White, Mark Covallo, Stan Laikowski,
Mark Kozak, Kirk Astarita and ball boy,
Don Astarita.

Flashback-1986
Sacred Heart Wins Title

Glory Days
In
Local
Sports

1958-Sayreville behind a strong 3-hit shutout
by winning pitcher John
Dzergoski stopped South
River 4-0. Ron Ciszewski
belted a 2-run triple. 1960-St. Peter’s throttled St. Mary’s 6-2 in baseball. Pat Marotta
rapped a single and double. Losing pitcher
Walter Lange struck out 12. 1970-Sayreville
boys’ baseball team blasted Perth Amboy
St. Mary’s, 10-0 behind winning pitcher
Mike Drahos, who fired a nifty 1-hitter.
Rick Popowski blasted a grand slam homer
in the first inning, Joe Gabel drilled 3 hits,
and Dan Hockenjos ripped a 2-run triple.
1983-Hoffman nipped South River 9-8 in
baseball play. Peter Smith pounded 3 hits
including the game-winning triple. Jim Shaw
crunched a 2-run homer, and Glenn Vona an
RBI double. John “Skeets” Skarzynski was
the winning pitcher.
1997-South Amboy girls’ softball squad
annihilated Dunellen, 32-2. Tina Babbino
stroked 5 singles and drove in 4 runs, Nicole
Magnifico hit a double, 2 triples, and had 4
RBI, Kim Peterson hammered 3 singles, a
double and 4 RBI, and Regina Kuczbanski
drilled 3 hits and had 5 RBI. Lily Munoz
was the winning pitcher. 2003-Cardinal
McCarrick’s softball team halted Highland
Park, 12-4. Jessica Wojcik unloaded a triple
and homer, Carissa Nadonley hit a double
and triple, to support winning pitcher Mallory Kirchner.

T.H.E.
Game

Sport-Baseball
Year-1998
Teams-St. Mary’s
vs. South Amboy,
Game #2 of the City Series
Recap-Winning pitcher Nick Sas fired a fine
5-hitter, as St. Mary’s nipped South Amboy,
3-2. John Florentino’s RBI double proved to
be the game-winner in the bottom of the 6th
inning. Brian Burns singled in an insurance
run to make it 3-1, Eagles. Andrew Hyslop
doubled in the Guvs’ final run.
Co-Players-of-the-Game-Nick Sas and John
Florentino.

Greatest Little
Fellas
Baseball Team

There were many great Little League/
Little Fellas baseball team champions in
South Amboy throughout the years. The
1968 Daylight Bakery team was the undefeated champions of the South Amboy
Little Fellas League, and featured many outstanding and talented players, who put it all
together under brilliant coach, the late Steve
Douglas. The super roster included: Steve
Makwinski, John Ruszala, Scott Douglas,
Pat Douglas, Jerry Kotula, Jay Buckiewicz,
Rich Garsick, Frank Richiusa, Sal Richiusa,
Dave Usa, Ray Scupp, Bob Scupp, Rick
Kurowsky, and Bob Sharkey.

Dooling Copped Men’s
Basketball Title In ‘85

Dooling Electric, paced by the awesome
all-around play of Gary Lange, dethroned
defending South Amboy Men’s Senior Basketball League champion, John’s Halfway
House, 86-73. The Halfway House had
captured the title in 1983 and 1984, but had
a tough time trying to keep pace with the
high speed, fast break attack of Dooling,
who raced out to a 13-2 lead and built it to
44-26 at halftime, as Lange accounted for
17 points. Dooling built its biggest lead at
73-41 with 6:36 left to play. Dooling center
Jack O’Leary said, “We came to play.” The
Halfwaymen never quit, and sliced the lead
down over the last 6:00, but to no avail, even
though they outscored Dooling 47-42 in the
second half (two halves were played).
Lange was chosen MVP of the championship game for the second successive
year, as he took game scoring laurels with
25 points coming on 10-19 shooting from the

floor, and 5-6 from the free throw stripe. He
also pulled in 5 rebounds, and dished out
numerous assists, and accounted for some
key steals on defense. He received plenty of
offensive support from Mike Lockwood who
scored 18 points, Tom Bailey 18, and George
Krzyzanowski 16 points. Lockwood was the
game’s top rebounder with 10, followed by
Krzyzanowski’s 9 boards. John’s Halfway
House also had 4 players in double figures:
Frank Kuziemski 16, Austin O’Malley 15
Jim Pavlonnis 12, Mike Downs 12.
Boxscore
Halfway House 73
Kuziemski 16 O’Malley 15 Pavlonnis
12 M. Downs 12 Stan “Rocky” Kusic 6
Dennis Larsen 4 Bernie “Toby” Tabasko 4
Mike Deitche 4.
Dooling Electric 86
Lange 25 Lockwood 18 Bailey 18
Krzyzanowski 16 O’Leary 9 Smith 0.

From The Cheerleader Archives

1969-70-St. Mary’s HS varsity cheerleaders front row (l-r) Debbie Biebel, Nancy Naughton,
Christina Dominick. Back row (l-r) Ann Durski, Co-Capt. Kathy Fee, Maryann Majkowski,
Capt. Carol Kirk, Nancy Starzynski, Colleen Stramback, Shirley Nigro.
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A Photo Tribute To Eddie O’Brien

The O’Brien brothers (l-r) Eddie, Jimmy “Troubles,” and Johnny.

Eddie and Johnny O’Brien were two of the most gifted athletes ever to come out of South
Amboy. Both were drafted by the NBA, and opted to sign with the Pittsburgh Pirates
professional baseball club.

Eddie and his wife Terry are pictured at a New Jersey Sportswriters Association banquet
several years ago. (Photo by Tom Burkard)

Eddie (r) and Johnny O’Brien (l) started the Forgotten Children’s Fund over 30 years ago,
and have brought Christmas happiness to thousands of underprivileged youngsters through
the years.

2012-Pictured (l-r) The O’Brien family, Johnny, Jean, Terry and Eddie. This photo was
taken when Johnny and Eddie visited N.J. and were featured speakers at the Cardinal
McCarrick/St. Mary’s H.S. Sports Hall of Fame Induction/Dinner. This was the last photo I
ever took of Eddie. (Photo by Tom Burkard)

Remembering South Amboy
Legend Eddie O’Brien
(Continued from page 1)

looking out for others.
I was very saddened and shocked when
I received an e-mail from his twin brother
Johnny O’Brien with the news that Eddie,
83, had passed away on February 21 of
complications related to Parkinson’s disease.
I didn’t personally know the world-famous
O’Brien twins as a kid, but knew of them,
and that they were major league baseball
players, something most of us Little Leaguers
aspired to become one day. Through years
of research and interviewing older local athletes, I got to know more and more about the
storybook careers of Johnny and Eddie, who
led St. Mary’s High School to the Parochial
B South state basketball championship in
1948. They were both extremely talented
in baseball and basketball, and when the opportunity came for them to get scholarships
to Seattle University, they went West, and
rewrote all the baseball and basketball record
books, while putting the school on the map
as an athletic powerhouse.
The O’Brien Twins always kept in
touch and informed on what was happening
in their hometown of South Amboy, and to
me it was a blessing, because after the first
issue of The South Amboy-Sayreville Times
came out in October 1991, we corresponded
coast-to-coast, and they furnished me with
endless supplies of research materials,
scrapbooks, programs, etc. on their amazing
careers. I was honored to finally meet these
outstanding gentlemen, when they returned
to St. Mary’s High School to be inducted
with the school’s first Athletic Hall-of-Fame
class in 2000. When I did my first in-person
interview with them, it seemed like we were
friends our whole life, and we’ve been good
friends ever since.
Although Johnny was a human scoring

machine, setting national scoring records
galore, Eddie was a vital part of his success
by dishing out countless assists to his brother,
and it’s just too bad that people or statisticians
didn’t pay too much attention, or keep close
track on the number of assists he racked up
back then. You can bet that Eddie would have
also been in the national record books for his
perfect pinpoint passes to his brother Johnny,
who paid tribute to him in a eulogy at St.
James Cathedral on Capitol Hill in Seattle,
saying, “I scored a lot of points at Seattle
University, and I wouldn’t have scored half
of them if it weren’t for Ed.” He also noted
that Eddie was the decision-maker, and “I
was the follower. I enjoyed that because he
always made good decisions.”
From 1950-53, Ed helped the Seattle
U. basketball squad to an incredible (9017, .841), averaging 13 points a game, and
scored 1,237 points in 95 games, with probably 1,000 assists. He was instrumental in
defeating the Harlem Globetrotters 84-81 in
’52, back when the Globies played serious
basketball. This game helped bring them
worldwide recognition and they went on to
become All-American selections.
Eddie also excelled at baseball for 3
seasons with the Chieftans, and in 1952, he
stung the ball for a .431 batting avg., and
blasted 9 home runs.
After leading Seattle U. to its first invitation to the NCAA Basketball Tournament
in 1953, the twins, were drafted by the NBA
Milwaukee Hawks, but were encouraged to
join the Pittsburgh Pirates by part owner, the
legendary Bing Crosby, and signed their first
professional contracts, thus becoming two of
the earliest “Bonus Babies” to sign in Major
League Baseball history. They played with
the Pirates from 1953-58, and were the first

set of twins in big league history to play on
the same team in the same game. They ended
their career with the major league records
for most games and most double plays by a
second baseman/shortstop brother combo,
a mark that was eventually broken by Cal
& Billy Ripken.
Eddie came back to Seattle U., in 1958,
and served as Athletic Director for 22 years,
and head baseball coach for 14 years, racking
up an outstanding record of (276-135, .672).
In ’69, he found a little free time, and was
the Bullpen Coach for Seattle’s first major
league team, the Seattle Pilots.
In the memorial program for Ed, detailing his illustrious career, in and out of sports,
it starts off with saying, “They say that the
true test of a man’s character is what he does
when no one is watching. Although many
watched Ed O’Brien on the baseball field or
on the basketball court, it was his off-field
values that made him a legend in the hearts
and minds of those who knew him.”
He gave enthusiastically and fully of
himself to family, friends and his community
in Seattle, and also came back many times
with Johnny to South Amboy to show their
support to their hometown and old high
school, St. Mary’s now known as Cardinal
McCarrick/St. Mary’s High School.
Eddie and his brothers Johnny and
Jimmy “Troubles,” took enormous pride
in bringing happiness to the downtrodden
youngsters of the Seattle area, by delivering
Christmas gifts for over 30 years through
their Forgotten Children’s Fund, to over
800 families a year. The O’Brien brothers
through Baseball Services, coached more
than 6,000 children in the fundamentals
of baseball. Ed also enjoyed coaching a
women’s softball team, the “Pac Asians”

for 14 years, and they became extended
family.
Eddie continued to be a strong supporter
of the Seattle U. athletic program, and the
annual fundraising golf tourney for the
benefit of the men’s basketball program is
named after the O’Brien twins. As a thank
you for all they did for their alma mater, the
university named the O’Brien Center for
Athletic Administration in their honor in
2010. Current Athletic Director Bill Hogan
said, “There will never be another like him.
He was just a unique, caring individual that
loved his university. My whole department,
they all loved him. He helped everybody.
He was our treasure.”
The night before his untimely passing, Eddie attended the Seattle University
basketball game against Grand Canyon at
KeyArena.
South Amboy native, Jack McKeon,
who managed the Florida Marlins to the
World Series championship in 2003, and is
now a consultant with the Miami Marlins was
reached at Spring Training camp at Jupiter,
Florida, for a comment on Eddie, who grew
up with Jack in South Amboy, played sports
and graduated together at St. Mary’s H.S.
McKeon said, “It’s sad news. Our friendship goes back to since we grew up as kids.
Not only was Eddie an outstanding athlete,
he was an outstanding person, always very
caring and very giving.”
Our prayers and condolences go out to
the entire O’Brien family. “Good bye, and
God Bless our good friend Eddie. Till we
meet again.”
(See more comments on Eddie on page 20)
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WWW.?

Spring Tea-May 18

Golden Rule Christian Center of Trinity United Methodist Church, 815 Bordentown Ave. will be holding its 6th Annual
Spring Tea on Sun., May 18th from 2-4
p.m. All monies raised will help defray
costs for the new playground for the preschool. The program will feature a fashion
show of Victorian era fashions. The tea will
include sandwiches, homemade desserts,
sweets, and of course, tea. Reservations are
a must. Tickets are $15. Please call Nancy
at 732-727-1935 for reservations.

County to Host
Gardens Workshop

This should be familiar to locals. The establishment had at least two names, and probably
a couple more through the years, and is no longer in business. If you can submit one of the
names, it will be accepted as correct.

February Winners

The answer to last month’s WWW.?
mystery photo is The South Amboy Elks
Lodge #784. It was previously The Rendezvous, and also The Edge. Thank you to
Joanne Katko for use of the great photo!
The winners were: Chuck Pickard,
W. Tom Kross, Thomas Shipley Thomas,
Joan Fulham, Gerry Sherry, Glenn Fallon,
Charles J. Rutkowski, Pat & Billy Scully,
Scott V. Farina, Lisa Grankowski, Charlie
Kampo, Joe Prusik, Ann Grankowski, Judy
Guilfoyle, Walter Starzec Jr, Mary Agnes
Morris. Congratulations to all!

Last months WWW?

Parkway
Fabricators:
A Brief History

Parkway Fabricators was in business
from 1956-2003. In 1963, the business ran
a full page ad in a Canadian magazine for
Shark-Skin wet suits, and their address was
listed as 348 Bordentown Ave., South Amboy,
NJ, which was also where Weiss Clothing
had been located for many years. In ’70,
Parkway Fabricators moved to 29 Mileed
Way in Avenel, and took out a full page ad
in a national magazine, promoting a variety
of wet suit styles. The ad, with photos read
“Wild & See-Worthy, colorful & sea creatury,
flowers, rainbows, lizards, pinwheels suits of
sturdy nylo-prene.”
Parkway Fabricators later moved to 241
Raritan St., in South Amboy, and employed
many local residents from South Amboy and
Sayreville. If anyone ever worked there, or has
an interesting memory, or information about
Parkway Fabricators, please let us know.

South Amboy In The Early 1920’s
By Fran Fitzmorris

As I reported in the February edition of
The Times, the remains of four of the twenty
soldiers who perished in World War I were
returned to their families for final burial in
late 1921. This was more than two years
after the war had ended. The names of the
four soldiers were John Render, Charles
Smith, Charles Walczak and Corporal Frank
Wieczorski. The funeral services were
scheduled for Sunday, August 6, in the afternoon. Charles Smith and Frank Wieczorski
would be laid to rest in St. Mary’s cemetery,
John Render in Christ Church and Charles
Walczak in Sacred Heart.
There were four separate funerals and
the times were staggered throughout the
afternoon so more people would be able
to attend all the services if they wished.
Hundreds of town’s people attended each
service. One of the town’s best known
citizens, Fred Leslie, used his own truck
to transport a band from the State Home
For Boys. They played taps and other appropriate military type music. Hundreds of
soldiers also paid homage. It was a day to
be remembered by all.
It’s important to note, at this time, that
every American soldier received what was
called, War Risk Insurance, for taking part in
the war. I believe the amount was $10,000
per soldier to be spread out over the years.
This leads us to the sad story of private
John Brumbert who lived on Laurel Street
in the Melrose section of Sayreville. John
served with the 502nd Engineers regiment.
He was stationed near Alsace, a French
province near the German border. It was
here that he was exposed to German poison
gas. Amazingly, he spent two more years in
Germany after being exposed. It was only
after he began to show symptoms of illness
that he was sent home. His condition quickly
worsened and the doctors ruled his case to

be hopeless. While sick, John let his insurance lapse. He lost his right to the money
and asked American Legion Post 62 for help
restoring his rights to the insurance money.
Due to government “red tape” things moved
slowly. Just six hours before his death on
January 27, 1922, the government restored
his full benefits to his wife. He was buried
on February 2, 1922. The American Legion
had come through for him just in time.
Lastly, let’s remember the Dough Boys.
This was the nickname given to the soldiers
of the American Expeditionary Force who
fought and died in France and Germany in
World War I. The nickname went back to the
Mexican War. It refers to soldiers who used
dough to make bread in the hot desert climate
of Mexico to survive. The soldiers of World
War II became the Gis and after that war, all
nicknames were dropped.

This “old faithful” sled has obviously been
through many rough winters. We discovered
it sitting in a backyard in South Amboy. (Photo
by Tom Burkard)

Organic Gardening and Landscaping
As warmer weather approaches, many
Middlesex County residents are eager to
return to gardening. However, many people
want their gardens to be free of synthetic
pesticides as they grow food or care for
landscaping.
If you want your garden and landscape plants to be healthy with little or
no pesticides, the Rutgers Cooperative
Extension of Middlesex County is offering a garden workshop entitledMastering
Organic Gardening and Landscaping.
This free workshop is scheduled for 1
to 3 p.m. Saturday, April 5 at the EARTH
Center located in Davidson’s Mill Pond
Park, 42 Riva Ave., South Brunswick.
The workshop will introduce the
concept of Integrated Pest Management
and examine how simple practices, such as
monitoring for pests and providing adequate
moisture, will keep your plants healthy.
Interpreting soil sample results and light
requirements for various species will also
be examined.
The recent interest in alternative approaches to gardening comes from the idea
of leading a more “green” lifestyle and
lessening one’s impact on the environment.
This workshop will address concepts and
techniques important to the foundation of
this style of gardening.
To register, call 732-398-5262
by March 28.
Middlesex County Agricultural Agent
Bill Hlubik, a professor at Rutgers University, will be the class instructor and explain
the values of these planting practices.
“I encourage residents to attend this
informative workshop,” said Freeholder
Kenneth Armwood, Chair of the County’s
Business Development and Education
Committee. “Learning to garden without
the use of pesticides will ensure that the
County remains a beautiful and healthy
place to live.”
“The EARTH Center offers a host of
environmental services to the County,” said
Freeholder Director Ronald G. Rios. “Here,
residents don’t only learn about greener
approaches to gardening, but can also
purchase soil test kits, pesticide application
test manuals, or submit pest and disease
samples for evaluation.”
The County’s Extension Office is part
of a nationwide network that brings the
research of the State land-grant universities to local people. Rutgers Cooperative
Extension offices throughout New Jersey
are cooperatively funded by the County
Board of Chosen Freeholders, Rutgers
University-New Jersey Agricultural Experiment Station and the U.S. Department
of Agriculture.
The EARTH Center is located in one of
Middlesex County’s most beautiful parks,
Davidson’s Mill Pond Park. The Center’s
300-plus acres feature ponds, wooded trails
and open fields. Educational displays at the
park include a demonstration vegetable
garden, hard-scaped herb garden, and a
water-conserving rain garden. These displays are used to spark conversation about
earth-friendly gardening techniques, local
agriculture, and topics that are the focus
of Extension’s Agriculture & Natural Resource Management Department.
Visitors can also find out more about
the Center and its events by calling 732398- 5262.
Rutgers Cooperative Extension educational programs are offered to all without
regard to race, religion, color, age, national
origin, gender, sexual orientation, or disability.

Comments By
People In Seattle

Paul Ust-A former South Amboy
resident, now living in Seattle said, “I had
the opportunity of meeting with John and
Eddie at the Seattle University’s baseball
season kickoff dinner on February 7th, and
unfortunately, it was announced that Ed was
suffering from Parkinson’s Disease.”
Other anonymous comments from
Seattle residents about their beloved Eddie
O’Brien are as follows:
“Wow! The O’Brien twins put Seattle
on the map before Baylor (Elgin).”
“Yes, a legend for sure, my childhood
hero. Civic pride emanates from this man’s
legacy.”
“I feel I’ve lost an uncle. I take some
solace that I was with him at his last game
with Seattle University supporters and
Athletic Dept. staff afterwards. He was
insightful, warm, and a great man. I will
miss him.”
“He was part of what made Seattle a
great city. He will be missed.”
“RIP Eddie. A legend in Seattle sports
and one of the true good guys.”
“I will always remember him as a man
who was much more willing to give than to
take and certainly never considered himself
a hero. To me, that is what really made
him one.”
“We’ve lost a true gentleman, Seattle
legend, amazing storyteller, and an important part of our history. I am humbled and
so fortunate to have had the opportunity to
call Ed my friend.”
Comments By Locals
Al Gomolka-“It was sad to hear of the
passing of one of South Amboy’s sports heroes and town legend. He was a wonderful
person to know.”
John “Red” Connors-“We grew up on
the same street, David St. in South Amboy,
and although I was 4 years older, I saw them
(O’Brien twins) grow into beautiful, young
men, and I had the pleasure of coaching them
as an assistant baseball and basketball coach
during their high school years. I treasured
Eddie as one of my dearest friends.”
Jerry Connors-“Sorry to hear of Eddie’s
passing. It was an unforgettable experience
to be a teammate of the ’48 baseball and
basketball teams with the twins and Jack
McKeon. Not too many can make that
claim.”
Ron Kukulski (Formerly of South
Amboy, Former Sports Editor of The News
Tribune) “Eddie O’Brien along with his twin
brother John, has been and always will be
considered a class act. Classy does not in
itself begin to describe Eddie, but it’s a great
start. He was generous, giving and always
positive. Eddie and his brother shared everything in life, especially putting Seattle on the
map. Eddie piled up the assists, unselfishly
helping his brother score 1,000 points in a
single season. But, Eddie also averaged 13
points a game, despite being 5-9, and helped
guide Seattle to appearances in both the NIT
and NCAA tournaments. After college, they
signed a contract with the Pittsburgh Pirates,
playing five seasons. But, Seattle became
their new home, where they contributed
mightily to its renaissance. Eddie served
as Seattle University’s athletic director from
1958 to 1980, and also coached its baseball
team to a 276-135 record. It is not only South
Amboy that mourns the demise of Eddie
O’Brien. That other “sister city” on the West
Coast also carries a heavy heart.”
PRAYER TO THE BLESSED VIRGIN
(Never known to fail) Oh, most beautiful flower of
Mt. Carmel, Fruitful vine, splendor of Heaven, blessed
Mother of the Son of God, Immaculate Virgin, assist
me in my necessity. Oh Star of the Sea, help me
and show me, herein you are my mother. Oh, Holy
Mary, Mother of God, Queen of Heaven and Earth! I
humbly beseech you from the bottom of my heart to
succor me in this necessity. There are none that can
withstand your power. Oh, show me herein you are
my mother. Oh Mary, conceived without sin, pray for
us who have recourse to thee (3 times). Holy Mary,
I place this cause in your hands (3 times). Say this
prayer for 3 consecutive days. You must publish it
and it will be granted to you. Thank you. -E.P.
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Three Students Awarded Middlesex County College Alumni Scholarships
From left, Sydney Gable (Sayreville), Jillian Baumann (Laurence Harbor) and Cara Saso
(East Brunswick), were awarded scholarships from the Middlesex County College Alumni
Association. Each was for $500. All three are exceptional students. Ms. Saso, a Liberal Arts
major, received the scholarship for dependents of MCC alumni. Her mother, Charlene, is a
1978 graduate. The others received the Association’s award for academic excellence. Ms.
Gable is a biology major who plans to go on to medical school to become a neurologist. Ms.
Baumann is a Liberal Arts major who has volunteered extensively in her community.
“We’re proud to support these excellent students as they pursue their dreams,” said Alumni
President Dorothy Bitetto. “We’re thrilled to be able to contribute to their success.”

Mets Trip Saturday
May 10

South Amboy Knights of Columbus
Council 426 sponsors an outing to beautiful
Citi Field to see the Mets battle their NL East
rival Philles with All Stars Ryan Howard,
Chase Utley, Cliff Lee, and Cole Hamels in
a 7:10 PM game. Cost of $80 includes field
level reserved seats, Nolan Ryan Bobblehead
Dolls, roundtrip motorcoach transportation,
voucher for hamburger, hot dog, or pizza,
with french fries and soda. Snacks and beveerages available at the Council Home 308
Fourth St. South Amboy. Motorcoach leaves
for the ballpark a 3:30 PM. For reservations
call Steve at 732-727-1707.

Italian Buffet
(Article Submitted)

Trinity United Methodist Church, at 815
Bordentown Ave., South Amboy, is hosting
an Italian Buffet on Sat., March 29 from 5-7
p.m. Dinner will include Eggplant Parmigianino, Spaghetti, Meatballs, Sausage,
Ziti, Stuffed Shells, Salad and Homemade
Desserts. Cost is $13 per person. Deliveries are available—call Lori (732) 763-6232.
All proceeds from the dinner go to local
outreach programs.

Registration slated
for baseball,
softball

The South Amboy Youth Athletic Association (SAYAA) will hold registration
for the 2014 baseball and softball season
through March 31. Boys age 4 to 16 and
girls age 4 to 18 may register by dropping
off their registrations to the YMCA Senior
Center or by handing it in to a board member
at the elementary school gym on John Street
Mon-Fri from 6-8.
The cost is $75 per child or $125 for a
family registration of two or more children.
Three separate checks will be required for
registration, along with a $75 work bond
of seven hours per family, and the candy
sale.
For more information and a registration
form, visit www.leaguelineup.com/sayaa,
call Valerie Cannan at 732-254-2808 or
email sayaa08879@yahoo.com.

THE SMOKE COLUMN
by Staff Writer
Richard Kosmoski

The South Amboy Fire Department is
comprised of five individual fire companies,
each one strategically located in the City.
Companies were organized as the need
for fire protection increased. The charter
members of these fire companies were proud
men and took great pride and camaraderie
in belonging to their neighborhood fire
company as well as in the upkeep of their
apparatus. It wouldn’t be hard to find current members of the SAFD who had fathers,
grandfathers, or even great grandfathers
that have served the SAFD. The tradition
of dedicated individuals serving the SAFD
has come a long way in the past 125 years.
It all started on May 31, 1890 the day when
the Independence Engine & Hose Company
No. 1 organized and amazingly later on that
same evening, the Enterprise Hook & Ladder
Company did the same. These two companies
originally were housed on Broadway in a
two-bay firehouse which, besides housing
fire apparatus and equipment, was home to
the horses that were used to pull their steam
engines to the fire scene. Today the horses
are but a by-gone memory being replaced
with shiny red fire engines and trucks that
respond with lights flashing and sirens
blaring. Cleaning the stalls and feeding the
horses has been replaced with diesel fuel
and polishing wax.
The other fire companies that make up
the SAFD are: Protection Engine Co. #1,
organized late in the summer of 1904 and
located on North Feltus Street; Mechanicsville Hose Co., organized 1904 and located
on Raritan Street; and the Progressive Fire
Co., organized 1921, and located on Bordentown Avenue.

There has always been a long tradition
of dedicated men performing their duties
as firefighters in the SAFD. The command
structure of these fire companies is like many
other fire companies throughout the state
with Captains and Lieutenants in charge of
their individual fire companies while the
Fire Chiefs are in charge of running the
entire Department. When an emergency
of any type occurs and requires the SAFD,
these individual companies work together
as one unit under the auspices of the South
Amboy Fire Department Chief. The Department is lead by the Chief and 2 assistant
fire chiefs.
With five fire companies in the city and
only three chief’s positions available, the
chief’s position is filled on a rotating basis
from the five companies and is changed every
year. Each company has the opportunity to select a chief every five years. A newly elected
chief serves as the 2nd Assistant Chief his
first year, then as the 1st Assistant chief his
second year, and in his third year he becomes
the “CHIEF” of the Department.
Even though each fire company is
strategically situated in a section of the city,
there is no dedicated area of coverage per
company. When a fire alarm is received in
dispatch, all fire companies usually respond
to the incident. People may think this to
be an excessive use of equipment but it is
necessary because you never know how
many volunteers are available at anytime
from those five individual companies. If the
Chief determines that he doesn’t need all
the apparatus and manpower at the scene,
(Continued on page 23)
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Fishing Flashes
By Teo “Weebles” Weber

Salt Water
It just seems like we can’t get out of
this “Kingdom of Cold” weather pattern. I
checked Cliffwood Beach the first day the
Bay opened for Strip Bass fishing. No one
was there! From what I know there are no
reports from other areas in Raritan Bay.
Because of the cold and snow runoff, the
fishing will not get started until after mid
month. Party Boat fishing, when they get
out, has been a slow steady pick of Cod,
Ling and Blackfish. The Feds have lifted the
season on Winter Flounder and the State has
approved. The bag limit remains the same,
two fish a foot long. Some people have tried
catch and release fishing and caught a few
in the Shark River at Belmar. Fluke regulations have changed this year. Thanks to New
York pushing and getting regionalization
with New Jersey and Connecticut, the size
limit now goes up to 18 inches. We lose a
fish as the bag limit has been cut to four.
The season adopted is the shorter of the two
options on the table. Start dated is May 1st
to mid September.
Fresh Water
The intense cold will prolong the ice
fishing season. Pickerel and Perch will be
the main fish catch. Some Walleye were
caught through the ice at Lake Hopatcong.
Trout stocking for the spring will start after
statewide bodies of water are closed March
17th. Opening day is April 5th at 8 AM.
There may be less Trout this spring due to
disease problems at the Hatchery.

Tooker Relocates

Tiffany Tooker, former City Resident
and graduate of South Amboy High School is
relocating to the Chicago area to assume the
position of Executive Chef at Pheasant Run
Resort in St. Charles, Illinois. Tiffany began her
adventure
into the
culinary
world
at the
Landm a r k
Ta v e r n
where she
worked
in the
café,
and then
opened
“ The
Chunk
Wagon” a
hotdog cart named after her. (Chunk was her
nickname) she then attended the Institute of
Culinary Arts in Mays Landing. Her professional career has taken her from Forsgate
Country Club to Doubletree Princeton where
she attained the position of Executive Chef.
In 2013 she was named Executive Chef of
the Year by Hostmark, the managing entity
for Hilton Family Hotels nationwide. Tiffany currently is Executive Chef at the
Woodbridge Hilton.
Family and friends gathered for a party
to wish Tiffany well and send her off in South
Amboy style. She is anxious and excited to
start her new position at Pheasant Run, but
will miss her family, friends and of course,
South Amboy. One thing is for sure, she
will be taking many wonderful memories
and well wishes along with her.

BETTY WHITE, THE SOLE SURVIVOR
By Elaine Holton Scott

In January, beautiful Betty White celebrated her 92nd birthday. With her deep
dimples, twinkling eyes, comedic wit, and
“forever young” attitude, it’s hard to believe
that Betty White has been a fixture on TV for
65 years. Considered a pioneer in television
broadcasting, Betty had crossed over from
radio to television with ease when, in 1949,
she began co-hosting a variety show called
“Hollywood on Television.” Then, in 1950,
she won an Emmy, first ever for a female,
for Best Actress on TV beating out Judith
Anderson, Imogene Coco, and Helen Hayes.
In 1952, she returned to “Hollywood on
Television” as its solo host. In 1952 to 1955,
Betty starred in “Life with Elizabeth,” while
also hosting “The Betty White Show” with
a novel “talk show” format in 1954. That
was just the beginning of a career destined
to span the ages. Betty White had many
show biz peers during television’s infancy,
but like “The Last of the Mohicans,” she is
the sole survivor.
In those early years of TV, our three
networks, ABC, NBC, and CBS, had filled
the evening airwaves with well-known performers from radio, vaudeville, Big Band
singers, and B rated pictures. Some of the
popular comedians of the day eager to break
into the new media with their own shows
were Milton Berle (Uncle Miltie), George
Burns and Gracie Allen, Jack Benny, Bob
Hope, Jimmy Durante, Red Skelton, and
Sid Caesar partnered with Imogene Coca.
Many “small-named” actors were also given
much needed opportunities for guest roles
on drama shows such as Dragnet and Alcoa
Presents, while Big Band singers Dinah
Shore (always sponsored by Chevrolet) and
Kate Smith hosted their own variety shows.
Ed Sullivan, having neither talent nor a
good personality, also got his own variety
show on which many performers like Elvis
Presley and the Beatles began their ascent
into stardom. He wasn’t called “the star
maker” for nothing!
At that time, there were two separate
“classes” of actors and actresses: movie
stars on the “big screen,” and performers on

Golf Outing
Thursday April 24

South Amboy Knights of Columbus
Council 426 hold their annual golf outing
at Cruz Farms Golf Course in Farmingdale.
Registration at 8:30 AM. Tee-off at 9:30
AM. Cost of $85 includes 18 holes of golf,
riding cart, lunch, dinner and many prizes.
Awards presentation and dinner will be held
at the Knights of Columbus 308 Fourth St.
South Amboy. For information call Wayne
Castello at 732-406-5271 or Ray Suchcicki
at 732-721-2025.

the “small screen.” For a movie star to do
television work literally had meant his/her
movie career was over. Even in the ‘70s,
that “stigma” continued, especially when a
fading star did TV commercials. Of course,
as in everything, there were exceptions.
Lucille Ball, Bob Hope and Groucho Marx
were just three of them.
Other performers who had entertained
Americans in the early 1950s were Gene
Autry, Jackie Gleason (pre-Honeymooners
days), Eve Arden (My Miss Brooks), Gale
Storm (My Little Margie), William Boyd
(Hopalong Cassidy), Robert Young and Jane
Wyatt (Father Knows Best), Joan Davis (I
Married Joan), Dorothy Collins and Gisele
MacKenzie (Your Hit Parade), Roy Rogers
& Dale Evans, William Bendix (Life of
Riley), Abbot & Costello, Hattie McDaniel
(Beulah), Amos Jones & Alvin Childress
(Amos & Andy), Duncan Renaldo (The Cisco
Kid), Clayton Moore and Jay Silverheels
(The Lone Ranger & Tonto), and Jack Webb
(Dragnet). Except for Betty White, they and
all the others not mentioned here from that
time, have taken their final bow.

THE SMOKE
COLUMN
(Continued from page 21)

he will release them at his discretion or
they will stage at their firehouse.
In 2015, the South Amboy Fire Department will be celebrating a major milestone
with the 125th Anniversary of the Department. Plans are being formulated for this
celebration and will be reported on in future
articles of THE SMOKE COLUMN.
In its 125 year history, the SAFD has
responded to many of the local major conflagrations. Some more notable ones are:
the T.A. Gillespie Company Shell Loading
Plant explosion on Ernston Road in 1918;
the Empire Theater fire on Broadway in
1950; the ammunition barge explosions at
the waterfront in 1950; both St. Mary High
School and grammar school fires; Dwayne
Marine Industrial Park fire in Perth Amboy
in 1980; and to the tragic events of 911.
The South Amboy Fire Department is
rich in history, family traditions, bravery, and
dedicated service to the community during
the past 125 years.
Richard Kosmoski, MS, has written
for many nationally recognized fire service
publications. He has a BA in History and a
Masters in Emergency Services Management. He has served continuously as President of the New Jersey Volunteer Fire Chief’s
Association since 1996 and as a member of
the Sayreville Fire Department since 1974.
If you have any information related to the
local fire departments and would like to
submit it for review and publication, email
to satimes@aol.com.

MCC To Hold Open House, March 23

An open house for prospective Middlesex County College students and their families will be held Sunday, March 23 from 11
a.m.-1 p.m. in the College Center on the
Edison campus.
High school students who are considering continuing their education at Middlesex,
as well as anyone who is thinking about
taking a course at the College, are invited
to attend. Refreshments will be served. To
register online, visit www.mccopenhouse.
com.
In many programs, students earn an
Associate’s Degree and then transfer into a
four-year college or university as members
of the junior class. Working closely with their
faculty and advisors ensures this seamless
transition and they find that the cost of their
undergraduate education is substantially
lower because of their work at Middlesex.
The College offers formal credit articulation transfer agreements and dual-degree
admissions programs with more than 50
four-year institutions, including Rutgers,
Montclair State, Kean, and NYU. It has
always been the largest “feeder” school
to the New Jersey Institute of Technology
(NJIT) where its graduates are continually
recognized for their outstanding academic
achievements.

In other academic programs, the students graduate from Middlesex and go right
into a career.
“There is no better value in higher education today than the community college,”
said MCC President Joann La Perla-Morales.
“Our tuition is about one-third of what the
public colleges and universities charge and
a fraction of the cost of the private schools.
In addition, many scholarships are available through the Middlesex County College
Foundation.”
At the open house, advisors and administrators will address everything a student
needs to know about attending and being
successful at Middlesex.
Lisa Gregory, associate director of
Admissions, said the open house will allow
prospective students to get a taste of what
Middlesex has to offer.
“The Open House will provide the
opportunity to learn about all the College’s
offerings, including the many dual admissions programs with four-year colleges and
universities, career opportunities, financial
aid and career services,” she said.
There will be representatives from
all academic areas. Services for military
veterans will be explained and prospective
students can tour the campus.
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Obituary

Gerald McCracken, 69
(Formerly of South Amboy)

Born in South Amboy to Elting
and Hazel McCracken on June 27,1944
and was a lifelong resident of South
Amboy until moving to Florida in
about 2006. He was a member of the
Mechanicsville Fire Dept and became
chief in 1994,a member of the South
Amboy Hibernians and a member of the
AMVETS 7467 in Saint Petersburg. He
was a PFC in the US Army from March
1962 until March 1966 serving most of
his tour of duty in Germany. He was employed by the Pennsylvania Railroad as
a deckhand followed by Moran Marine
Towing as a deckhand and then for many
years by the City of South Amboy until
his retirement.   He is survived by his
3 children, Lynn Marie McCracken of
New York, Diane Concepcion of Pennsylvania and his son Gerald McCracken
Jr. of  Freehold,NJ.
He leaves his sisters Gean  Rusin of
Old Bridge, Lynn Gallo of Toms River,
and a brother Burt Savage of Toms River.
He is predeceased by his parents, Hazel
and Elting McCracken, sisters, Cassy
Zulin, Judith Ordner, Janet Gillum, Gloria Anderson, Irene Houchens, Phyllis
Hutson and Joy McCracken, and by his
brothers John Taylor, Ronald, Richard
and Robert.
A memorial service will be held at
the Gundrum’s Funeral Home on Bordentown Ave. in South Amboy on Saturday,
April 5,2014 from 1 to 3 PM.
He will be remembered for his
tremendous caring and compassion for
giving unlimited assistance to anyone in
need whether it be his family or someone
in the community.
His life was a gift to his family, who
were so fortunate to have had him in their
lives. Rest in Peace Dear Brother. We
will miss you terribly until we are together again.

frankie face

Arthritis Treatment: The Chiropractor’s Role
The unforgettable fact about arthritis is
that once a joint has experienced structural
degeneration, little or nothing can be done to
“heal” the damage. The role of chiropractic
is one of providing our patients with a form
of service that will take the stress from a joint
making the patient’s life more comfortable.
This is accomplished throughout a broad
range of treatments, including manipulative techniques, heat treatments, educating
patients in proper posture while walking,
sitting, sleeping, standing, and some diet
control when undue weight puts too much
pressure on over-taxed joints. Even though
arthritis is a degenerative disease, we can
play an important role in maintaining and
increasing mobility. In treating elderly patients, we like to emphasize the point that
stiffness and pain do not automatically go
along with old age. Much of the pain and
lack of mobility elderly persons experience
can be alleviated through gentle, simple
adjustments along with other therapeutic
techniques. The reasons are simple. As one
ages, the muscles responsible for maintaining the proper spinal alignment tend to lose
their tone. As youthful elasticity decreases,
we are more likely to experience health
problems related to the spines and nerves.
When vertebrae become misaligned stress
is placed on muscles and nerves.
Our techniques for correcting misalignments for the elderly are more gently than
those we would use for younger adults. Our
methods of treatment are painless, both preventive and corrective in nature. We believe
that feeling young is a matter of good health
rather than physical age. If you’re a senior
citizen and have never tried Chiropractic
as a means for obtaining or maintaining an
active lifestyle, why not call so that you can
learn how Chiropractic can keep you active
and healthy your entire life.

McKeon An Inspiration
At Catholic Conference
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College 1,000 Point Club

(Continued from page 1)

of the year, and is the only manager
in baseball history to have won over 1,000
games in both the minor and major leagues.
He mentioned how honored and blessed he
was to have achieved so many accomplishments, and also recalled going to the White
House with his team and having lunch in the
Rose Garden with President Bush after the
Marlins captured the World Series.
Jack, who is one of the most renowned
and respected public speakers in America,
then came to the podium and spoke for 55
minutes, telling amazing and most interesting
stories about his life in baseball and what
being a practicing Catholic has meant to him
throughout his career.
Over 600 people, mostly men, packed
the church and listened intently, with the
stories flowing like fresh running water from
a mountain spring, as McKeon testified to
how God and religion have played such a
major part in his incredible and highly-successful life. Jack, who is also known for his
great sense of humor, mixed some hilarious
jokes in with his speech, and had the Catholic
gentlemen in attendance almost rolling in
the aisles with hearty-laughter.
Throughout Jack’s speech it was easy
for anyone there to see how important his
faith was to him. He said, “We can be ambassadors on earth to express one’s faith and
be a good example for others.”
McKeon never forgot his roots in South
Amboy and said, “I was fortunate to grow up
in South Amboy in a Catholic environment.”
Even to this day, after being in professional
baseball for 65 years, he always attends daily
Mass, and finds a Catholic church wherever
he may be traveling. His dedicated faith and
going to church caught the interest of a few
non-Catholics, who were members of his
teams, and they asked him if they could go
with him, so he took them along, and in no
time at all, with Jack being involved, they
converted to Catholicism. “Every morning
when I get up, I thank the Lord for all the
gifts he’s given to me. You should talk to the
Lord and don’t forget to thank him. Every
breath we get is a gift from God.”
In addition to his excellent stories, he
expressed how faith, prayer and Mass has
been the backbone of his life, and summarized his success in baseball and life, and
measured his success by his faith, saying
he feels that he has been blessed. “Dreams
do come true, with God on your side,” said

Wilson A Huge
Success

Randy Wilson, a 1985 St. Mary’s HS
graduate and talented all-around athlete,
is a highly-successful track/cross country
coach for the last 13 years at Central Cambria HS in Edensburg, Pennsylvania. He
has guided the girls cross country team to
three consecutive state championships from
2007-2009. Wilson is a guidance counselor
at the school. Best of luck, and a wish for
many more championships, Randy!

David Langan puts on a great move against an
opponent in route to scoring his 1,000th point,
and becoming one of the greatest basketball
players in the history of Wesley College.
(Photo courtesy of Wesley College)

McKeon.
Jack said that he had a dream, used the
power of prayer to follow it, and that he
always wanted to make his parents proud.
His advice to the younger people in the
crowd was “Stay away from drugs, alcohol
and gangs because they’re killing us today.
Persistence is the key to success. Never give
up on your dreams.”
At the conclusion of McKeon’s speech,
everyone in the church rose to their feet and
gave him a long-standing ovation in appreciation for his outstanding and uplifting talk.
Vincent Higgins a St. Mary’s Class of
’49 member really enjoyed McKeon’s talk,
saying, “Motivator, humorist, persuader,
he’s got it all! 600 Catholic men responded
well to that easy-to-recall personality of his.
Ovations were all over during his 55 minute
presentation. Jokes and side remarks added
to the uproar. I could see men, young and
old, hanging on to every word, and ready for
the next surprise to come out of McKeon.”
Catholic Men For Jesus Christ Board
member George Rose said that, “Jack is a
delight to be around. He has a million great
stories, and is totally down-to-earth, and
doesn’t act like a superstar. We did a survey
afterwards and he did extremely well on the
participants reviews. They especially liked
the fact that he was local, and was such a
successful baseball manager, winning the
World Series, but always managed to put
his Catholic religion first, and gave witness
to this throughout his talk. It was a perfect
combination for the men of Trenton.”
*A special congratulations and thank
you goes out to George Rose of Catholic Men
For Jesus Christ, who organized the event
which also featured other excellent speakers including Bishop David M. O’Connell
(Diocese of Trenton), Deacon Harold BurkeSivers (Catholic Evangelist & Speaker), and
Mark Houck (President & Co-founder of The
King’s Men). The Conference was uplifting
and inspiring to all who attended.

Zebrowski Stars
For CBA

Local resident, Matt Zebrowski, a standout senior swimmer for Christian Brothers
Academy (CBA), helped the Colts win their
5th straight Non-Public A championship by
winning the 500 free in 4:49.26. Congratulations, Matt!

Langan Gains Many
Honors
By Tom Burkard

Wesley College’s David Langan was
recently chosen a D3hoops.com First Team
All-Mid-Atlantic Region selection. This is
Langan’s first All-Region honor in his illustrious collegiate career. The 6-8 senior
center, who played at Sayreville War Memorial HS in Sayreville, was also named the
Capital Athletic Conference (CAC) Player of
the Year, after leading the CAC in rebounding (10.9), field goal percentage (62.6%),
double-doubles (15), and blocks (1.9). He
also ranked #3 in the conference in scoring
with a 16.8 points per game average.
In addition, Langan was selected for the
second time as a First Team All-Conference,
and finished his career with the Wolverines
as their all-time leading rebounder with
(831), and also ranked #9 in points—1,100,
#2 in field goal percentage—57.5, and #3
in blocks—124.
David led Wesley College to its greatest
season in history with a (23-4) record, the
most wins ever at the school, in addition
to winning its first-ever NCAA Tournament game, as well as putting together an
impressive 12-game winning streak. The
Wolverines were ranked #17 in the D3hoops.
com Top 25 Poll in Week 2, but rose all the
way to #6 in the National Poll before the
season ended.
Langan’s outstanding success on the
college level can be attributed to his hard
work, training, dedication, determination,
and practice, practice and more practice. He
is looking forward to playing professional
basketball in Europe following graduation,
and we wish him the best of luck always, and
congratulations on a job very well done!

David Langan (c) of Sayreville, star center for Wesley College, is pictured after receiving
the game ball from school officials after scoring his 1,000th career point. (Photo courtesy
of Wesley College)

Cheyenne Grant (c) is congratulated after scoring her 1,000th career point for the College
of St. Elizabeth. Cheyenne is a Sayreville War Memorial HS graduate. (Photo courtesy
of the College of St. Elizabeth)

College Notebook

Rutgers freshman Christian Campbell
(Sayreville), ripped 2 singles and a sac fly,
but the Scarlet Knights baseball team fell
to Florida International, 5-4. In the Scarlet
Knights home opening romp over Hofstra,
13-5, Christian drove in 3 runs for RU,
now (5-8). Seton Hall University women’s
basketball team has had a fine season under
former St. Mary’s HS coach Tony Bozzella,
finishing (18-13)…Seton Hall frosh Tara
Inman (Holmdel) saw limited action in 28
games, scoring 55 points and pulling in 31
boards. David Milewski (Sayreville) star
football player for Rutgers was named to the
American Conference 2013 All-Conference
Academic Team…Cheyenne Grant (Sayreville) scored her 1,000th point for the College
of St. Elizabeth on a beautiful 3-pointer. In
addition to starring on the basketball court,
she is a starting setter on the volleyball team,
and will play lacrosse. Cheyenne, a Math
major is also President of the Student Government…Alyssa McDonough (Sayreville)
tossed in 18 points, grabbed 6 rebounds, and
had 5 assists off the bench for FDU-Florham
(29-0) in a first round Division III Tournament romp over Wells. FDU now advances

Langan Facts

As a junior in 2012-13, David led the
league in rebounding (9.9), blocks (43, 1.5),
and double-doubles (12), while finishing
sixth in field goal percentage (53.3%), and
#10 in scoring (12.3). He hit for double
figures in the first four games of the season. He set a CNU Arena and CAC record
with 23 rebounds against nationally ranked
Christopher Newport…
During his sophomore season, he started
all 25 games, averaged 8.5 points and 6.9
rebounds, as he topped the CAC in field
goal percentage with a 60.9%. He was #5
in the conference in rebounds with (6.9),
#2 in the CAC with 65 offensive rebounds,
but topped the conference in the category in
CAC games. He also led Wesley with 22
blocked shots. ..

to the NCAA sectional round for the first time
in history…Olivia Gorczynski (Cardinal
McCarrick) turned in a standout junior year
at Chestnut Hill College (8-18), leading the
team in scoring with 346 points, 13.8 avg.,
most steals-41, best free throw pct.-.824,
and top 3-point field goal shooting pct..353…Jen Shereyka (Cardinal McCarrick)
was Middlesex County College’s #2 leading
scorer with an average of 18.9. In the season
finale, 71-66 loss to Brookdale College in
the Region XIX Tournament, she scored 18
points and grabbed 6 rebounds. The Lady
Colts finished (19-9)…Jenny Kuziemski
Palmateer (Hoffman) coached Monmouth
University (8-25) to a first round MAAC
victory over Niagra, but fell to #1 seed Iona
in the next round…Mike Burwell (Cardinal
McCarrick) tied for most steals-23 on his
Towson State (23-10) team. He was also
4th in scoring with 347 points, 10.5 avg.,
and pulled in 146 rebounds, 4.4 avg…Jeremy Cruz (Cardinal McCarrick) average
9.1 points per game for Middlesex County
College (17-11)…The SMU Mustangs,
under Coach Rhonda Rompola (Sayreville)
finished (17-13), recently losing to Rutgers,
68-49 in the AACC quarterfinals…Jessica
Kitrys (Sayreville) finished a brilliant collegiate career by become Adelphi’s all-time
career scoring leader with over 1,000 points.
She led her team to a (22-7) mark, and was #1
in scoring-553 points, 19.8 avg., rebounds203, 7.3 avg., blocks-18. Her high game this
year was 33 in an 84-75 win over Saint Rose.
She had a career high in 2013 with 36 points
versus American International…

Bloodgood Leads
Shore

Junior guard Kevin Bloodgood fired
in 28 points to lead Shore to a 90-54 romp
over the South River boys’ basketball in the
CJ Group I semifinals. Kevin is the son of
former Hoffman HS baseball standout Tim
Bloodgood.
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Obituaries

Albert, Marianne, 71, of South Amboy
died on March 15.
Baron, Joan R., 82, of Sayreville died
on Feb. 22.
Boyle, Mary Ann, 70, of Parlin died
on March 10.
Cesare, John D., 85, of Sayreville died
on March 5.
Crummy, Joan P., 85, of Parlin died on
March 14.
Danku, Jerry, 73, of South Amboy died
on March 5.
Diamond, David A., 48, of Sayreville
died on Feb. 25.
Dibling, Herbert L., 90, of South Amboy
died on March 5.
Durski, Kristy L., 33, of South Amboy
died Feb. 16.
Egan, Robert J., 80, of Sayreville died
on March 11.
Gulics, Nicholas P., 21, of Sayreville
died on Feb. 11.
Haug, Kathleen Cattano, 52, of South
Amboy died on March 1.
Jaworski, Irene, 94, of Sayreville died
on March 8.
Karpf, Nicole, 21, of Parlin died on
Feb. 18.
Katko, Nicholas “Mickey,” 84, formerly
of Sayreville died on Feb. 22.
Klecha, Mildred T., 86, of Sayreville
died on Feb. 22.
Kowalski, Tekla Yanas, 101, formerly
of Melrose died on March 14.
Krolik, Helen, 86, of Sayreville died
on March 4.
Lewis, Thomas P., 69, of Sayreville
died on Feb. 13.
Loughlin, Matthew J., 79, of Parlin died
on Feb. 25.
Loughlin, Maureen, 79, of Parlin died
on Feb. 23.
Lykosh, Michael Jr., 66, of Morgan
died on Feb. 22.
Marin, Margaret, 72, of Parlin died on
Feb. 15.
McSpadden, Robert N., 81, of Sayreville
died on Feb. 17.
Miklos, Anne M., 85, formerly of
Sayreville died on Feb. 20.
Norek, John R., 67, formerly of South
Amboy died on Feb. 27.
O’Brien, Edward “Eddie,” 83, formerly
of South Amboy died on Feb. 21.
O’Connor, James M., 27, of South
Amboy died on Feb. 13.
O’Connor, Rita, 92, of Morgan died
on Feb.15.
Olszewski, Florence I. 83, of South
Amboy died on Feb. 16.
Placzek, Marlene K. Koenig, 81, formerly of South Amboy died on Feb. 25.
Podlesny, Betty J., 76, of Sayreville
died on Feb. 11.
Schaaf, Ryan E., 10, of South Amboy
died on Feb. 17.
Skiba, Mathew, 5, of Fords died on
Feb. 24.
Szczepanik, Ferdinand J. “Fred,” 81, of
South Amboy died on Feb. 24.
Szeszko, Joyce Johnson, 76, formerly
of Sayreville died on Feb. 22.
Theurich, Mark, 55, of Sayreville died
on Feb. 26.
Zammit, Concetta, 88, of Parlin died
on March 14.
Zezza, Robert, 58, of Sayreville died
on Feb. 23.

NOTICE

South Amboy-Sayreville NonProfit organizations—Churches—
Schools—Fire Companies—First Aid
Squads, etc.
Please do not send flyers to us, or
call on the phone about your upcoming
events, and expect us to rewrite them
into news release form to print in The
SA Times.
We are only too happy to give you
FREE publicity, but do not have time to
retype the flyer into a release for you,
and then put it in the paper. Please type

A PRAYER FOR HEALING
Lord, you invited all who are burdened to come to
You. Allow your healing hand to heal me. Touch my soul
with Your compassion for others. Touch my heart with Your
courage and infinite love for all. Touch my mind with Your
wisdom, that my mouth may always proclaim Your praise.
Teach me to reach out to You in my need. Help me to lead
others to You by my example. Most loving heart of Jesus,
bring me health in my body and spirit so that I may serve
You with all my strength. Touch gently with this life that
you have created. Amen -T.B.

Auxiliary Meeting

Sayreville Ladies Auxiliary #4699 of
Jernee Mill Rd. will hold its monthly meeting
March 25th at 7 p.m. All members of the
Auxiliary are invited to attend. Come and
share your ideas. Light refreshments will be
served. For more info call 732-264-3041.

St. Patrick’s Day Parade
Draws Thousands
(Continued from page 1)

Marshal, and Assemblyman Craig
Coughlin was the Honorary Grand Marshal.
The parade proceeded down the busiest
streets in town, as thousands of spectators,
most who were dressed in some type of
green clothing, looked on and cheered their
approval as the parade participants marched
by. There was tons of candy given out to
delighted youngsters along the way, and they
also really enjoyed the loud, blasting sirens .
Parade enthusiasts came from near and far
to be a part of one of the largest parades in
the state of New Jersey, and everyone had
a great time. One spectator commented
that, “Everyone is Irish at the St. Patrick’s
Day Parade in South Amboy.” There were
countless people marching in the parade
including fire companies, first aid squads,
emergency rescue squads, veterans and
military personnel, schools, social groups,
fraternal organizations, businesses, and so
much more.
Longtime Parade Chairman, Councilman Michael “Mickey” Gross said that, “The
parade was a huge success. We were sick
and tired of winter, so everyone came out on
this beautiful day. I can’t thank the Police
Department and volunteers for all their hard
work to make the parade the success it is,

and I hope we made South Amboy proud.”
There were 24 marching bands entertaining the huge crowds that lined the streets.
In addition, there was 60-70 marching units,
and many beautifully-decorated floats and
vehicles, plus vintage antique cars. The
spectators especially enjoyed the popular
Colonel D.B. Kelly Pipe & Drums for their
outstanding music and precision marching/formations.
At the reviewing stand on South
Broadway, highly-respected South Amboy
businessman, Ed Paczkowski turned in an excellent job as the MC, announcing the bands
as they came to the end of the parade.
There were many local, county and
state politicians and dignitaries marching,
and waving to the people along the parade
route, plus enjoying the great day in South
Amboy.
The parade lasted about 90 minutes
and ended at the reviewing stand on Broadway.
Chairman Gross has recently started
planning the 2015 parade.
Congratulations to all who helped make
the South Amboy St. Patrick’s Day Parade
another huge success!

South Amboy YMCA’s Healthy Kids Day

On Saturday, April 26, the South Amboy
YMCA is holding a free community event
to inspire more kids to keep their minds
and bodies active. YMCA’s Healthy Kids
Day® , the Y’s national initiative to improve
families’ health and well-being, features
games, healthy cooking demonstrations, arts
and crafts and more to motivate and teach
families how to develop a healthy routine
at home.
YMCA’s Healthy Kids Day, celebrated
at nearly 1,600 Ys across the country, aims to
get more kids moving and learning, so they
can keep up the habit all summer long – a
critical out-of-school time for kids’ health.
Research shows that without access to outof-school physical and learning activities,
kids fall behind academically. Kids also
gain weight twice as fast during summer
than the school year.
“One in three U.S. children is obese.
This statistic, coupled with the fact that
once summer hits, children will be more
idle, demonstrates why it’s important to help
families develop healthy habits now,” said
Mike Tonzola, Assosciate Branch Director, South Amboy YMCA. “As part of the
Y’s commitment to healthy living, through
YMCA’s Healthy Kids Day our goal is to
improve the health and well-being of kids
and inspire habits they can continue into
adulthood.”

In celebration of YMCA’s Healthy Kids
Day, the Y offers the following tips to help
families develop healthy habits:
High Five the Fruits and Veggies
– Make sure kids get at least five servings
a day, the minimum number nutritionists
recommend to maintain healthy childhood
development.
Foster an Early and Onging Passion for
Books – Read to and with your kids. Help
children read at every age and every stage
of their development.
Team Up for Athletic Events – Set a
family goal of great health by teaming up
for community or charity events like races,
walks, fun runs. Bike rides, etc.
Volunteer Together – Find a cause that
matters to the kids. Open their eyes to a world
beyond themselves and the rich rewards that
come from making a difference.
Lead By Example – Be a good role
model – kids can be influenced by seeing how
hard their parents work at home or on the job,
and how rewarding that experience is.
The South Amboy YMCA’s Healthy
Kids Day takes place at 200 John T. O’Leary
Blvd from 1-3pm and features fun, active
play and educational activities.
For more information, contact South
Amboy YMCA at 732-553-9622 or visit
www.ymcaofmewsa.org.

Disneynature: Wings of Life Viewing
& Conversation with Karen Peters,
Environmental Expert

Join us at Sayreville Public Library on
Monday, April 28 from 6:30 to 8:30PM to
watch Disneynature’s close-up look at the
unsung heroes of our planet. Wings of Life
reveals the intricate worlds of bees, butterflies, birds, and bats.
Our life on Earth relies on these incredible creatures, as more than one-third of our
world’s food supply is dependent on them.
Yet we are increasingly threatening their
lives, and if they should suddenly disappear,
we may too. Directed by Louie Schwartzberg, Wings of Life takes us on an adventure
to reveal this spectacular world that is right in
front of us, yet rarely seen in such incredible
detail. Narrated by Meryl Streep.
After the viewing of Wings of Life,

join in the conversation about this film with
Environmental Expert, Karen B. Peters. For
over thirty years, she has dedicated her career
to studying and educating others about the
environment and it’s creatures in a variety
of capacities. This includes being an Environmental Educator, a Wildlife Rehabilitator and a Registered Environmental Health
Specialist. She has helped many people
better understand their environment and the
animals that are part of their lives, so that this
knowledge can improve their lives.
Adults & well-behaved children are welcome! Rated G. 80 Minutes. Contact Alaina
by phone at 732-727-0212 ex. 25 or email
alainad@lmxac.org to register, or register
online at www.sayrevillelibrary.org
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Becoming a Marine - 1958
By John Phillips

Twenty five miles from the sea lies
the sleepy little town of Yemassee, South
Carolina. If you entered the Marines from
up north you took the train from Penn Station
in New York City to this little town down
south. There you were met and quickly
loaded on to a bus for the ride to Parris Island. Parris Island is a small island on the
extreme southern coast of South Carolina.
It’s surrounded by swamps and a lot of alligators…big ones! There is a sign over
the roadway once you get on the island that
reads: This Is Where It All Begins. And
trust me the change starts as soon as you
get off the bus and get introduced to your
Drill Instructors….better know as DI’s. I
graduated from St. Mary’s High School on
a Sunday afternoon, and five days later on
a Friday afternoon I was sitting in a barber
chair getting my head “shaved”.
Why did I become a Marine? It was
not because I saw a John Wayne movie or
because I wanted to wear dress blues. I did
not even own dress blues, they were too
expensive on a PFC salary, the pay then was
$83 a month. My Mom and brother Jim (a
former sergeant in the Marines) thought I
was too soft. So, the challenge was made
and I accepted. Although there were times
during Boot Camp that I thought they were
correct. However, looking back I believe
it was the right decision. What I learned in
the Corps helped me through eight years of
night school, and to do what was necessary
to achieve a management position with the
DuPont Company. What did I learn in the
Marines? That’s easy to answer. I was taught
self discipline, leadership, tenacity, respect
for authority and how to take and give orders.
These are traits the Corps drums into you
from the minute you get off the bus in Parris
Island, South Carolina.
What was boot camp like? It was
very, very tough. Back when I entered the
Corps in 1958 there was still a “hands on”
approach to discipline. It took me a while
but I eventually “got the message”. The first
weeks of boot camp the DI’s destroy any ego
you came with….it’s total chaos. Then they
slowly transformed you from a civilian to a
Marine. The order of the day was drill, drill
and more drill. It’s really something to see.
When we arrived at Parris Island the platoon
looked like a herd of cattle marching down a
street. However by the time we graduated we
looked like what you see in the movies. Then
there was school. All kinds of schooling,
including: military bearing and courtesy, and
a complete history of the Marines that came
before us. Since we were Marines (soldiers
of the sea) we had to learn about the Navy
and how to survive on the many ships we
would eventually sail on. The floor becomes
the deck, the wall becomes the bulkhead, and
stairs were ladders and the ceiling was the
overhead. Hell, I didn’t even know I was in
the Navy! I found out when I asked the DI
what the sign HEAD meant. Then there was
the bayonet, judo, swimming and physical
fitness, a lot of physical fitness. You had to
pass strength test several times during boot
camp. If you failed they set you back to a
conditioning platoon where you did nothing
but physical fitness and drill. That meant
boot camp would be longer than thirteen
weeks. When you finally passed they sent
you to a different platoon and you started
from where they were in the process. In
other words, if it took two weeks to pass
the strength test, boot camp would be fifteen
weeks not thirteen. Plus there was always a
good measure of “harassment”. What would
boot camp be without the DI getting “eyeball
to eyeball” with you. They would ask you
stupid questions and when you stood there
with you mouth open they would scream at
you: Say something private, do something
private even if it’s wrong, don’t just stand
there. If you do that in combat your dead. I
never forgot that and it helped me throughout
college and my business career.
However, the most important part of
becoming a Marine is learning everything
about your rifle and becoming a marksman.
In my day the rifle was the M1, a 30 cal.,
semi automatic, air cooled shoulder weapon.
It weight 9.5 pounds. We spent about three
out of the thirteen weeks of Boot Camp at

the Rifle Range. The DI’s were not as hard
on us out there. You “snapped in” for a week.
That was pure torture….the positions you
had to get in were unbelievable. But after
a while the body conforms and it becomes
natural. Then it’s off to the firing line to get
familiar with the weapon that would stay
with you for most of your Marine career. I
never handled a weapon before I entered the
Corps, so the DI’s were a little anxious and
made sure I got personal attention during the
“snapping in” phase. Surprise! On record
day I was the top scorer in the platoon and
shot expert. I think my score was 230 out
of a possible 250. Then the DI’s and range
instructors were proud of themselves. They
kept using me as an example….see what
happens when you do it the Marine Corps
way. (I have not fired a weapon since I left
the Corps) When I turned in my rifle right
before I was released from active duty it
was like saying good by to a friend. I cared
for that rifle. It went on every deployment
or field exercise with me. I was an expert
marksman with that rifle. I still remember
its serial number: 5047849. The Corps has
a saying that we memorized in boot camp:
This is my rifle. There many like it but this
one is mine. Without me my rifle is useless.
Without my rifle I am useless. My rifle
and I are the guardians of my country….
etc. And yes if you dropped your rifle you
slept with it.
One of the things I remember about
boot camp was that I was always hungry.
Don’t get me wrong, they fed us pretty good
but we used the energy up as fast as we ate
the food. When we went to the rifle range
they had peanut butter and jelly on the mess
tables. I love P&J sandwiches. So I would
put a handful of each in my pockets and
two slices of bread for a midnight snack. It
did not work out to well. Peanut butter and
jelly don’t stand up very well in pockets,
especially when it was hot and humid. So
that ended that. 			
Speaking of the weather, it was hot,
hot and humid. I spent the summer months
of 1958 there and will never forget the sand
fleas, mosquitoes and sudden tropical rain
storms. There were three flags at battalion
headquarters that determined what kind of
physical activity was allowed that day. The
flags were: Red, Yellow and Green. To put
it simply, Green meant it was 90 degrees or
less. You can guess what the others were.
Eventually boot camp comes to an end and
you graduate. I called my mom to tell her
I made it and she said: “Johnny, I never
thought you had it in you”. God love her I
never forgot those words.
When you graduate from boot camp,
you look like a Marine, talk like a Marine but
in the eyes of the Corps you are not a Marine
until you go through another five weeks of
infantry training at Camp Lejeune, North
Carolina. There you would learn the art of
combat in detail. Looking back I think this
was harder than boot camp. Only when you
successfully got through that “night mare”
would you be assigned to the Fleet Marine
Force (FMF) and be considered a Marine.
So, from start to finish it took about 18
weeks before you were finally a Marine.
And, I made it!
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