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Sayreville
Schools Get New
Superintendent

South Amboy Gets
$13,000 Grant

The city of South Amboy received
over $13,000 from the state of New Jersey
Clean Communities grant programs. Over
$17 million was awarded throughout NJ.
The grant money helps communities with
cleaning and beautifying efforts.

On July 1, Richard Labbe became
the new Superintendent of Schools for the
Borough of Sayreville. He succeeded Frank
Alfano, who held the post for over 10 years.
Labbe was a student teacher and also an
assistant football and wrestling coach at
Sayreville back in 1990.

Antique/Classic Car
Show Aug 3

Eicher To Run As
Republican

Sayreville Councilwoman Lisa Eicher
will try to retain her seat on the Borough
Council in November, but this time she will
be running on the Republican ticket. Eicher,
was nominated at the Republican Party
convention in June, after candidate Nick
Perrette withdrew. Eicher, who has served 2
three-year terms on the Borough Council was
not selected to run on the Democratic Party
ticket at the March 24th screening, and will
now run as a Republican with former Board
of Education member, Pasquale Lembo, and
face Democratic Council President Mary
Novak and newcomer Victoria Kilpatrick
in the November showdown.
Republican Mayor Kennedy O’Brien
was very pleased to have Eicher on board,
and said, “I appreciate the diligent work
of our Republican organization during the
screening process and ensuring we offer
voters the best possible candidates for our
local office. We have the right team, with
Lisa and Pat.”

Super Raffle

The South Amboy Fire Dept. 125th Anniversary Committee will be holding a Super
Raffle for a 52” Samsung Flat Screen TV!
Support the South Amboy Fire Dept. and take
a chance to win this great prize! Tickets are
$5 each, and you can see any South Amboy
Fire Dept. member to purchase. They will
also be available at the SAFD-Engine 7
Car Show, August 2014. The drawing will
be held on Saturday, Sept. 13, at the 2014
Wildwood Fireman’s Convention. For more
info contact Michael Geraltowski at 848250-9903 or email: SAFD125th@gmail.
com. The winner does not need to be present
at the drawing.

Mayor Fred Henry

John O’Connell

(Photo by Brian Stratton)

(Photo by Brian Stratton)

John O’Connell, who lost the June primary election to Mayor Fred Henry by only
3 votes, 580-577, is challenging the outcome
in court. O’Connell’s attorney Edward J.
Florio filed a petition to contest the results
recently, and a hearing is set for early September before Superior Court Judge Heidi
Willis Currier in New Brunswick.
Initially, O’Connell requested a recount,
and it was conducted with Henry declared
the winner. The new petition was filed to
contest the results. James Vokral, who is
the Middlesex County Board of Elections
Administrator said that 2 poll workers permitted 2 registered Republicans to vote in
the Democratic primary. Voters registered

for one party cannot vote in the primary for
another party. It could not be proven who
the 2 Republicans voted for, because of the
privacy law. Also, 8 voters received help
with their mail-ins; 6 who cast mail-ins or
provisional ballots, did not live in South
Amboy, and 2 provisional ballots were improperly rejected according to the petition.
Also stated in the document was that the court
“set aside the results of the election.”
O’Connell was confident that the new
findings could result in a tie, or “sway the
other way” in his favor. Mayor Henry was
not surprised at all that O’Connell filed the
petition to contest the election, but he also
felt very positive and confident that “it is
going to work out in the end.”

Mayoral Election Contested

K of C Selects
Officers

South Amboy Knights of Columbus
Council 426 have elected its slate of officers for the Columbian Year of 2014-15.
Grand Knight Ken Smetana, Chaplin Father
Stanley Gromadzki, Financial Secretary
Deacon Rich O’Brien, Deputy Grand
Knight Jack Mieczkowski, Chancellor Les
Wilson, Recorder Kevin Scupp, Treasurer
Steve Schmid, Advocate Peter Luccarelli,
Warden Joe Durnya, Inside Guard Pete
Kennedy, Outside Guard Cory Freudenberg,
3rd Year Trustee Leo DiGuilio Sr, 2nd Year
Trustee Albert DiGuilio, 1st Year Trustee
Ray Suchcicki.

Former Mayor
Peggy Kerr Dies

Sayreville’s first and only woman mayor
in history Mary “Peggy” Kerr, 82, who was
elected in 1969, died on June 30. She was
a hard-working and dedicated public servant to the people of the Borough, and was
always looking out for their best interests.
Peggy certainly loved her community, and
they in turn loved and respected her for all
she accomplished. She was truly one of the
ground breaking women’s leaders, who set a
fine example for the many women entering
politics today.

South Amboy’s Ken
Rogers:
An Amazing Life
By Tom Burkard

St. Mary’s South Amboy is sponsoring
a trip to Bally’s Casino in Atlantic City on
Saturday, Aug. 2nd. The bus leaves St.
Mary’s school parking lot at 8:45 a.m. Price
is $30 per person, with $20 return in slot
money. To join the fun, call either Angel at
732-501-5133 or Betty at 732-841-0648.

Orders are now being taken for the South
Amboy 9/11 Memorial Paver. The pavers
will feature personalized engraving, and you
may use one, two or all three lines up to 15
characters per line. All letters and numbers
will be standard typeset. Count letters,
numbers, spaces, hyphens and punctuation
marks such as periods and comma as separate
characters. Engraving will be centered on
each line. The cost is $50 per paver, and you
can pay by cash or check (made payable to
Independence Engine and Hose—9/11 Pavers. For complete info and to order, call Phil
English at 732-688-7956.

Ken Rogers

“I’m the original Kenny Rogers,” South
Amboy’s Ken Rogers would often joke about
sharing the same name with singing legend
Kenny Rogers. He certainly had a great
sense of humor to go along with so many
other excellent talents, and his always upbeat
and positive attitude.
Ken Rogers, 89, of South Amboy died
on July 1 after a lengthy illness. The Ken
Rogers story is an amazing one, and we can
start back when he was a youngster, growing

Trip To Atlantic City

Order Your 9/11
Memorial Paver

Independence Engine & Hose Co. #1
will present its 15th Annual Antique & Classic Car Show and Flea Market on Sunday
Aug. 3 from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m., with a rain
date of Sunday Aug. 10. The event promises to be a great day for the entire family
music, vendors/crafters, delicious food,
raffles, Irish dancers, and of course lots and
lots of vintage cars competing for various
trophies. Due to the economy, advanced
entry fee is $5 per vehicle, and $15 day of
the show. Pre-registration deadline is July
31. Bud & Bud Light cups $1 for vehicle
entrants all day, provided by Landmark
Tavern. For more information call or write:
Mike Toth, 41 Miara St., Parlin, NJ 08859,
Tel. 908-930-3497, or e-mail at MTOTH1@
OPTONLINE.NET. You can also get more
information from the July 26th issue of The
South Amboy-Sayreville Times.

(Continued on page 27)
South Amboy Mayor Fred Henry welcomes seniors back to their original Senior Center on
South Stevens Ave. before the start of their first bingo game since returning to the original
Senior Center. (Photo/story by Tom Burkard)

Seniors Move Back To Previous Center

South Amboy Mayor Fred Henry decided to allow seniors to return their original
Senior Center on Stevens Ave. The seniors
had met on the top floor of the South Amboy
YMCA since 2010, and some were not happy
back then when the move took place.
Henry was thinking about the move for
a while, and spoke with Business Administrator Camille Tooker about it. A false
alarm at the YMCA in late June helped him
decide to follow through with the change in

location. The mayor praised the police and
firefighters for “arriving quickly,” but said
it was difficult to get the seniors out, either
down the stairs or through the back.
Mayor Henry also said that, “Safety
comes first, not only for the seniors, but for
everyone involved.” He also mentioned that
“the roof has been fixed, the building has had
a new paint job, and the mold is gone. We
had to take care of those things first before
we made a move.”

NEXT ISSUE
AUGUST 30th

• FOOTBALL
• LABOR DAY
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732-727-0398 OR
732-727-1906
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Talk Of The Towns
By Tom Burkard

Deacon Laikowski Celebrates 35
Years
Deacon Stephen N. Laikowski of St.
Mary’s Church celebrated the 35th Anniversary of his ordination to the diaconate on
May 12th. Deacon Laikowski was ordained
on May 12, 1979 at St. Mary’s Cathedral,
Trenton by Bishop George W. Ahr for the
Diocese of Trenton. Msgr. John L. Gerety
was his vesting priest. Deacon Laikowski
has been involved in preparing couples for
marriage, performing baptisms, wakes, Eucharistic prayer services and preaching. He
also works with the St. Mary’s food bank,
which distributes food to the needy families
on a local level.
Congratulations, Deacon Steve, on a job
well-done! St. Mary’s has been blessed to
have you for so many years!
In Memoriam
Anthony Nicorvo, 67, of South Amboy
died on June 17. He served with the 1st
Marine Division, India Co. Third Battalion.
In addition, he participated in the Vietnam
Veterans (VV) wall walk from NJ to Washington, DC for the groundbreaking of the VV
Memorial. He also went there a second time
to participate with engraving the names of
local veterans. Frank Musarra, 72, of Parlin
died on June 23. He was owner/operator of
Breads R Us in Parlin, and also The Record
Shop in Englishtown. He was really a great
guy with a good word for everyone, and
will be sadly missed. William Heindle,
76, formerly of Parlin died on June 24. He
worked for 36 years with the USPS, and in
1992, retired as Postmaster of Parlin. Irene
Dryzga, 90, of Parlin died on June 24. She
was well-known and respected throughout
the community, and a member of many local organizations. Donald Heimall, 54, of
Sayreville died on July 4th. He was a great
guy, and long-time member of Sciortino’s
softball team, in addition to being an avid
golfer.
All wonderful people who will never
be forgotten.

Pleasant Little
Trivia
By Tom Burkard

1. The South Amboy First Aid & Safety
Squad held a carnival in 1981. Where was
it held at? a. Sacred Heart parking lot b.
St. Mary’s schoolyard c. near Hoffman
High School
2. South Amboy’s Fire Chief in 1999? a.
Drew Newcomb b. Larry Parsons c. Mark
Herdmann
3. Sayreville War Memorial HS Homecoming Queen in 1966? a. Sue Paris b. Donna
Marine c. Ann Pulnik
4. The Student Council President at Sayreville War Memorial HS in 1968-69? a. Art
Spiro b. Ken Lyon c. Arthur Birmingham
5. In 1974, where was First Charter National
Bank located in Sayreville? a. Rt. 9 South
b. Bordentown Ave. c. Main St.
6. Where was Roy Rogers located in Sayreville back in ’83? a. Rt. 35 South b. Rt. 9
c. Ernston Rd.
7. In 1993, where was C-K Family Deli located in South Amboy? a. North Broadway
b. South Broadway c. North Stevens Ave.
8. This popular South Amboy Sub Shop
was located on South Broadway in 1984?
a. Mario’s b. Jo-Tom’s c. Mag’s
9. In ’83, where was the Copper Penny located in South Amboy? a. North Pine Ave.
b. South Broadway c. Bordentown Ave.
10. Back in 1977, this popular pizzeria
was located on Washington Rd. in Sayreville? a. Strugala’s b. Pizza Junction c.
Pappagallo’s
11. Where in Sayreville was the Robert
E. Lee located? a. Morgan b. Melrose c.
President’s Park
12. Hoffman High’s Principal in ’87? a.
Robert Bloodgood b. William Beattie c.
Joseph Donnelly
Answers
1c 2a 3b 4a 5c 6b 7a 8a 9b 10c 11a 12b.

Local dignitaries pictured at Celebrate The Amboys Concert & Fireworks celebration at
Waterfront Park are (l-r) South Amboy Business Administrator Camille Tooker, South Amboy
Councilman Michael “Mickey” Gross, Senator Joseph Vitale, South Amboy Mayor Fred
Henry, and South Amboy Councilwoman Zusette Dato. They all did a great job in putting
this terrific event together. Congratulations! (Photo by Tom Burkard)

Former South Amboy/Morgan resident Bill Masterson (2nd from left), a Vietnam War Marine
veteran, and his friend Ron Happell, (3rd from left), a Vietnam War Army veteran, are
pictured with U.S. Marines at the Marine Artillery Golf Battery at Joint Base McGuire-Fort
Dix-Lakehurst recently. Masterson and Happell are both volunteers for the military, and are
responsible for obtaining, and distribution of 10-12 truckloads of candy to soldiers and their
families from Walgreens per year. In addition they are both very active by visiting schools,
and the sick and injured veterans, and have done an incredible job of volunteering for many
years. Bill was presented with a tee shirt that says “Mayor of Fort Dix,” in appreciation for
his dedication to helping the military. The box of candy on the floor is just a tiny portion of
what is distributed to the military personnel. (Photo/story by Tom Burkard)
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Business Of The Month
Bright Smiles Dental
Dr. Mariana Blagoev

Dr. Mariana Blagoev established her
dental practice, in Parlin 15 years ago.
Originally known as Gentle Dentistry, it
is now called Bright Smiles Dental. Dr.
Blagoev graduated from the University
of Detroit, Michigan at the top of her
class in 1994 with the Jefferson Dental
Study Group Merit Award and Diploma
for Academic Excellency. She worked
as a dentist in Michigan before following her husband, a doctor in Pathology to
New Jersey, where he did his residency in
Pathology at Monmouth Medical Center,
and later started work in Ocean Medical
Center.
Dr. Blagoev practiced dentistry in
Manhattan and was a faculty member at
NYU Dental School for 2 ½ years, before
establishing her own practice in Parlin.
Dr. Blagoev is an experienced, wellrespected dentist with extensive training in all phases of dentistry, including
prosthetics, endodontics, dental implants,
cosmetic and pediatric dentistry. The
office offers state-of-the-art technology
including Dental Vibe-Painless Injec-

tion; SL3 Diod Laser; Proselect Platinum
Piczo Ultrasonic Scaler; Nitrous Oxide,
sedation dental procedure, digital X-rays
and more. At the same time, maintaining
a friendly, comfortable atmosphere, and
keeping treatment affordable by accepting
all major insurances and offering payment plans for cosmetic and other major
procedures.
Dr. Blagoev and staff take pride in
their professional, and also very personal,
individual knowledge and treatment of
their patients, a true family practice.
Their goal is “We endeavor to provide
every patient with the very best gentle
dental care, an environment of comfort,
and the most positive dental experience
possible.”
Dr. Blagoev loves to give smiles
back to her patients, helping them get rid
of pain and improving their dental health
on a day-to-day basis, she also loves to
be part of the community, and gives back
by sponsoring regular major events at the
Senior Citizens Center in Sayreville, and
also sponsors sporting and educational
events in the local school systems.
“Do A Good Deed Contest,” which
is an essay contest was launched by Dr.
Blagoev. It was open to any youth 18
years of age and under, and inspired
youths to perform good deeds and write
about them. The winning essay went to
14-year old Kevin Gay, who was awarded
the grand prize—a brand new computer
for helping people in need when Hurricane
Sandy struck.
In addition, to help the residents of
Parlin during these difficult economic
times, Dr. Blagoev opened her office
for anyone (adult or child) for free, who
had a dental emergency, and who could
not afford dental care. Dr. Blagoev, will
conduct similar events in the future, as
she received a very positive response from
the community on this event. For more
information on upcoming events, go to Dr.
Blagoev’s website at: www.brightsmilesdental.com or call 732-721-3512.

Host Families Needed
(Article submitted)

Cardinal McCarrick/St. Mary’s High
School works with exchange students from
China every year. These students are in
school from Sept.-June. They are looking
for host families to host these new incoming students. Host families provide a loving and stable environment, a room for the
student with a bed and desk, and food for

the student. The agency these children are
from pay a stipend to the host of $1,000 per
month per student. Please contact Jacquelyn Dupras, local resident and coordinator
in South Amboy with questions about the
program, or with an interest in hosting. Call
908-456-5336.

Whether you are a stay-at-home mom,
working mom, work-at-home mom, or a
mom who is married, single, or separated,
we know that motherhood is a constant juggling act. Sometimes all that multi-tasking
can raise stress levels, put a strain on family
relations, and leave moms needing some extra support and guidance. And, who better to
provide that support than fellow moms who
understand these challenges first-hand. The
Moms Helping Moms Support Group is a
place where you can talk about the stresses

you are facing, both the big and small, in
the company of fellow moms! The group’s
next meeting is on Monday, August 25
from 6:30PM to 8PM at Sayreville Public
Library.
The Moms Helping Moms Support
Group is facilitated by Dr. Colleen Georges,
a work-at-home mom who is a NJ Licensed
Professional Counselor. For more information, contact Alaina at 732-727-0212 ex.25,
email her at alainad@lmxac.org, or register
online at sayrevillelibrary.org.

Moms Helping Moms Support Group

Former South Amboy resident, Chef Margo Miranda Pennella is pictured hard at work at
Pudgy’s, located at Joint Base McGuire-Fort Dix-Lakehurst. The place is always packed
with military personnel, and keeps her quite busy. Margo is a Hoffman HS graduate, and
was the former chef at LaBiga Restaurant back in the early 1980’s. Her brother Victor was
the owner of Smiley’s, now SA Deli. (Photo by Tom Burkard)
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Yearbook- St. Mary’s 1974
By Tom Burkard

A song called “Brother Louie” by The
Stories ruled the Pop Music charts in early
September 1973, when St. Mary’s senior
class returned for its final year. Sister Mariann Mahon was principal and the students
dedicated the yearbook to honor her. Some
of the fine faculty at St. Mary’s included
Ann Warnock, Joan Yanik, Corinne Ragusa,
Craig Martin, William Cahill, Sister M. Rose
Burghardt, Susan Russo, Sister Marlene
Fritz, Robert Decker, Margaret Zrebiec,
Sister Helen O’Donnell.
Michael Heil was Student Council
President and Erin O’Brien was Secretary.
John Coakley was Senior Class President.
Kathryn Szraga was Editor-In-Chief of
the yearbook. Co-Editors-In-Chief of the
yearbook Luanne Cleary and Kathy Szraga.
Co-Editors of the school newspaper were
Erin O’Brien and Karen Suchicki.
Some of the large senior class selected
randomly: Kenneth Bagala, Ann Bell, Mary
Belmonte, Rosemarie Bird, Susan Bellia,
Robert Bukovec, Mary Bulman, Kathy
Burns, Maureen Bush, Steve Conlon, Agnes
Connors, Veronica Chaney, John DeLucia,
Kathleen DeLucia, Karen Eshleman, Terri
Fizer, Teri Floerisch, Thomas Fox, Vicky
Gadomski, Richard Garcia, Greg Gergits,
Michael Giunta, Carol Goerke, Christopher
Gundrum, Mike Haviland, Diane Howarth,
Madeline Howarth, Joanne Hudak, Ronald
Jannos, Lynn Jefferys, Tom Kane, Lorraine
Kennedy, John Kenny, Michelle Kilcomons,
Julia Knoll, Randall Kolb, David Kosmoski,
Michelle Kusic, Robert Latham, Gary
Linderoth, Bob Lovely, Mark McCarron,
Lucinda McCloud, Kathy McMahon, Peggy
MacKay, Eileen Maine, Marilee Maliszewski, Michael Marrone, Jim Mulligan, Wally
Nebus, Robert Nugent, Eileen O’Connor,
Dolores O’Connor, Eileen O’Malley, Debbie
Partington, Cindy Polinski, Sandy Prasnal,
Mike Reilly, Jeanne Rogers, Mary Rogers,
Tony Skarzynski, Lee Steiner, Carol Thomas,
Sue Tice, Ellen Toomey, Debbie Woj, Joe

Zaczek, Tom Zebrowski, John Zientek,
Patricia Durski, Michelle Zalweski.
1974 will always be remembered as the
year that President Richard Nixon became
the first U.S. President to resign...Patricia
Hearst was kidnapped…The Exorcist was
a huge movie hit…Hank Aaron broke Babe
Ruth’s home run record of 714…Evel
Knievel failed while trying to rocket over
Snake River Canyon.
While at St. Mary’s HS, the social
scene was in full swing, with the sports
teams, many clubs, the school play—“Little
Me,” the Christmas Ball with “The Spirit of
Christmas” theme, and Gerard Bergin and
Heather McLaughlin selected Prince and
Princess of the event.
The Eagles had many talented senior
athletes including Bill Becker, Dennis Carey,
Larry Carter, Mark Clark, Mike Deitche, Paul
Donovan, Catherine Durnien, Pat Fitzgerald,
Terry Geant, Mike Heil, Mike Klimchak,
Jim McSorley, Francis Norek, Dan Wilusz,
Kathy O’Connor, Bob Quinn, Frank Repsha,
John D. O’Toole, Mary Ruane, Cindy Sciallo,
Ray Scupp, Jeff Sprague, Steve Tranotti, and
quite a few others.
As St. Mary’s Class of ’74 bid farewell, Paul McCartney & Wings topped the
airwaves with “Band On The Run.” The
Class of 1974 was an outstanding group of
hard-working, and down-to-earth people
who left a pretty positive mark in the “Land
of Eagles” at St. Mary’s HS.
PRAYER TO THE BLESSED VIRGIN
(Never known to fail) Oh, most beautiful flower of
Mt. Carmel, Fruitful vine, splendor of Heaven, blessed
Mother of the Son of God, Immaculate Virgin, assist
me in my necessity. Oh Star of the Sea, help me
and show me, herein you are my mother. Oh, Holy
Mary, Mother of God, Queen of Heaven and Earth! I
humbly beseech you from the bottom of my heart to
succor me in this necessity. There are none that can
withstand your power. Oh, show me herein you are
my mother. Oh Mary, conceived without sin, pray for
us who have recourse to thee (3 times). Holy Mary,
I place this cause in your hands (3 times). Say this
prayer for 3 consecutive days. You must publish it
and it will be granted to you. Thank you. -E.P.
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The “before” and “after” of #85 Weber Ave. in 10 minutes…29 years of neighborhood
memories erased…

Tip A Pint
July 27

The South Amboy Fire Dept. 125th
Anniversary Committee invites you to come
Tip A Pint with them on Sunday, July 27th
from 1-5 p.m. at The Landmark Tavern,
117 North Broadway, South Amboy. Cost
is $20 per person and features unlimited
Draft Beer, Major League Baseball, Tour de
France, and NASCAR Backyard 500. All
proceeds directly benefit the SAFD 125th
Anniversary.

Sandy’s Aftermath
In Sayreville A Year
And 9 Months Later
By Clem Skarzynski

Sandy hit Sayreville Oct. 29, 2012,
and on July 10, 2014, #85 Weber Ave. was
demolished as part of the state’s buyout
program. The former owners of the home
saw 29 years of memories erased in 10
minutes, as did, and will 72 of 78 residents
of Weber Ave., along with their neighbors
on MacArthur Ave.

The Animal Rescue Force (ARF) has relocated to 1400 Main St. in Sayreville. Pictured (l-r) is
Manager Virginia Stillwagon, Neil Eidelberg and Vanda Angelillo, both board members. For
more info about ARF call Susan Ragland at 732-718-8757 or the office at 732-257-7559.

This young kitty named “Hank” was the first adoptee at the new ARF center in Sayreville.
Pictured (l-r) is the happy owner Denise Lodzinski of East Windsor, ARF Manager Virginia
Stillwagon, and board member Vanda Angelillo. (Photos/info by Tom Burkard)
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Celebrate The Amboys
(Photos by Tom Burkard)

Everyone enjoyed the beautiful fireworks at Waterfront Park.

There was plenty of excellent food offered by the vendors.

The Italian Ices sure tasted good during the Celebrate The Amboys Concert/Fireworks at
Waterfront Park.

The Art Of Victor
Wayne Turback
Returns To South
Amboy

There were lots of fun activities for the
kids.

Christmas In July

Trinity Treasures Thrift Shop at 815
Bordentown Ave. in South Amboy is celebrating Christmas in July. All Christmas
decorations, clothing, dishes, fabrics and
linens are on sale. Visit the shop on Tuesday,
Thursday and Saturday from 9 a.m. to 12
noon, weather permitting.

Artist and former proprietor of South
Amboy’s legendary Broadway Central Café,
Victor Wayne Turback, is back in town with
a showing of new works. His paintings will
be on display August 6th through 17th at the
Blue Moon South Amboy, located at 114 S.
Broadway.
Over the years, Wayne’s artwork has
been featured in numerous Manhattan galleries, the Arts Alliance of Monmouth County
and he has been a regular contributor to
the South Amboy Arts Festival. An artists’
reception is scheduled for August 9th from
6:00 – 10:00 PM. Admission is free.
The Blue Moon features great food,
specialty drinks, and some of the area’s
finest blues music.
For more information please contact
Walter or Adrian at the Blue Moon (732)5250014, or contact show coordinator, Tommy
Tice at (732)727-4763.

4th Degree Chooses New Officers

Monsignor John F. Brady Assembly
676 of South Amboy have elected its slate of
officers for the Columbian Year of 2014-15.
Faithful Navigator Frederick Smith, Faithful
Friar Rev. Jonathan Toborowsky, Faithful
Captain Dennis Keller, Faithful Pilot
Robert Bove, Faithful Comptroller Brent
Smith Senior, Faithful Admiral Michael

Roemer, Faithful Purser Stephen Schmid,
Faithful Scribe Albert DiGuilio, Faithful
Inner Sentinel Thomas McGuire, Faithful Outer Sentinel James Smith, 1st Year
Trustee Deacon Richard O’Brien, 2nd Year
Trustee Peter Luccarelli, 3rd Year Trustee
Scot Pampaloni, Color Corps Commander
Raymond Suchcicki.
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Remember When?

Frog Hollow 5K Race
(Photos by Tom Burkard)

July 26, 1981-St. Mary’s Pastor Msgr. John L. Gerety (l) presented the Nurse’s Office Dedication
plaque to Dr. C.W. Hoffman (r) that read, “In honor of Dr. C.W. Hoffman on the occasion of
his retirement from active practice, for his service to the parish community from St. Mary’s
Church, July 26, 1981. They were two wonderful men, who will never be forgotten.

Dan McCrone (c), Chairman of the Frog
Hollow 5K Race Committee is picture with
the 2014 champions Shannon McKenna
(l) and Alex Alvarado (r).

Armando Mendoza of Sayreville ran an
excellent race, and takes a break after
crossing the finish line.

THE SMOKE COLUMN
By Staff Writer
Richard Kosmoski
PART 1

Do you want to be a fire fighter? Before
you answer that question, here are a few
things of what it takes before you can ride
the big red truck and rescue people from
burning buildings. Not everyone is cut out
to be a fire fighter. Firefighting requires a
dedicated individual who must commit their
time and ability, at times under extreme and
dangerous conditions. Some of the traits
that a fire fighter must possess are; heroic,
dedicated, strong, courageous, brave, caring, selfless, inspiring, athletic, passionate,
and strategic.
Many people are under the impression
that firefighters are always running into burning buildings and saving people, which is not
always the case. With the technologies available today that include smoke detectors, CO
detectors, and residential sprinkler systems,
residents have an early warning of danger
and usually have time to escape before the
fire department arrives. A firefighter may
go through his entire career without ever
having the opportunity to rescue someone
from a burning building.
The road to becoming a firefighter
may be bumpy and long, but in the end it is
truly worth it.
A person that completes the necessary
training to become a firefighter will be boasting with pride as they receive their uniform,
badge, and are now able to remove their
orange helmet/frontal and replace it with
one which identifies them as a New Jersey
certified firefighter. It is only now that they
are permitted to fight the dangers associated
with fire and rescues.
When most fire companies accept a new
member he/she will serve as a probationary
member or what is called a “probie.” These
probies are allowed to answer fire calls but
are not permitted to actually fight fires.
You will notice the “probie” at a fire scene
because they are wearing an orange helmet

or have an orange shield on their helmet
stating “probationary member.” The reason
for this is so they can be distinguished from
the other members on the scene and should
not be told to perform a duty that they are
not qualified to do. The “probie” is there to
learn how and why the veteran fire fighters
are doing what they must in order to control
the situation.
PART 2 will appear in the August edition.
Kudos to the Sayreville Fire Department
for their fast response to an early morning
fire. Upon arrival on Norton Street, firefighters found a structure fully involved. This
3:23am fire brought out all four borough fire
companies because of its extension to two
additional nearby structures. Quick action
by the firefighters made it possible to save
these two structures but the building of origin
was a total loss.
Kudos also go to the South Amboy Fire
Department for a job well done in extinguishing an early morning fire on So. Feltus
Street. The 4:25am house fire was situated
between two other homes and if not for the
quick work of the firefighters, this fire could
have consumed the homes on either side. All
occupants escaped with only minor injuries
along with two firefighters that also sustained
minor injuries. (For more details, see article
on “South Amboy Structure Fire.”
Congratulations to the recent graduates
from the Middlesex County Fire Academy:
Jesse Zupko		
Firefighter I
President Park Fire Co.
Andrew Kahse
Firefighter I
Melrose Hose Co.
Tim Sabin		
Firefighter I
Morgan Hose & Chemical Co.
Tyler Carlock
Firefighter I
Sayreville Engine Co.
Matthew Johnsen
Fire Inspector
President Park Fire Co.

Olivia Wierzbicki proudly shows the medal she won in the Children’s Fun Run. Her
mother Bonne (l) gave her plenty of moral support during the run.

80-year old Tom O’Leary of Sayreville, who was the oldest contestant in the race
proudly crosses the finish line.

A portion of the crowd is shown on a beautiful summer day at Sandy Hook.

Youngsters awaiting the perfect wave. (Photos by Tom Burkard)
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Walt Szesko of Morgan paddles his kayak on the Raritan Bay approximately 6-8 miles every
time he goes out during the week. He said that he really enjoys this sporting activity, and
it keeps him in good shape and healthy. Walt also mentioned that being out in the bay can
be very dangerous, because of all of the boat traffic and activities taking place, especially
on weekends. (Photo/story by Joe Lotkowictz)

12

July 26, 2014 South Amboy-Sayreville Times

Past Business

Sayreville Independence Day Celebration
(Photos by Tom Burkard)

1950’s-This is a picture of the original Main Liquor Store on Main St. in South Amboy.
Several businesses have been at that location through the years, and Hair Shop 2 is
currently there. How many other businesses can you name that occupied the same spot?
Send your answers in to: satimes@aol.com.

GOLF OUTING
Sept. 29

Charley Pawlowski, owner of the original Main
Liquor Store is pictured back in the 1950’s,
taking a quick break from a long, hard day.
(Photos courtesy of Jeff Pawlowski)

The breathtaking fireworks capped off a wonderful day at Kennedy Park.

September 29, 2014 is the date for the
5th Annual Golf Outing benefiting Cardinal
McCarrick/St. Mary’s School at Glenwood
Country Club in Old Bridge, NJ. Golfers
will tee up at 9:30am that Monday for a fee
of $125.00 which is an all inclusive from
breakfast, box lunch, dinner reception and
on-course beverages. Cart and green fees
are included. Sponsorships start at $100.00
with promotional benefits.
Proceeds from this event provide
financial aid to needy students, strengthen
the excellence of school programs, maintain
facilities and increase athletic and extra
curricular programs. For more info, call
732-721-0748 ext. 143 or register online
at www.cardinalmccarrick.com by September 14, 2014.
The kids lined up for this fun-filled activity.

The South Amboy Recreation Department Park Counselors and Community Service
students (pictured) did an outstanding job once again this summer. Over 100 youngsters
participated in the fun-filled program, under the direction of Recreation Supervisor Karen
Charmello Koestler. (Photo by Tom Burkard)

The Gauntlet was an exciting challenge for everyone.

The Sayreville Recreation Department Park Counselors are shown at Burke’s Park, where
over 300 children were registered for the Borough’s excellent summer program, under
Recreation Supervisor Linda Zurawski. (Photo by Tom Burkard)

This is a small portion of the huge crowd at Kennedy Park, pictured along the food vendors
row in the parking lot.
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The Sacred Heart Senior Citizens club newly-elected officers are (l-r) Joan Gorczyca-secretary,
Mary Ann Sczepanik-vice president, Myrna DeFoe-treasurer, Alex Dobrinsky-president,
Patricia Gatz-chaplain. (Photo by Joe Lotkowictz, names by Steve Schmid)

Sacred Heart Seniors Launch
By Steve Schmid

It was a new beginning for the Sacred
Heart Senior Citizens as the organization was
reactivated on June 23. The first meeting was
held at Memorial Hall across he street from
the church. The Sacred Heart Seniors were
disbanded in 2001. Father Stanley Gromadzki Pastor of Sacred Heart Church encouraged
the rebirth.. The slate of officers was selected.
Alex Dobrinsky was elected President. Mary

Ann Szezepanik was elected Vice President.
The Secretary will be Joan Gorczyca. Myrna
DeFoe will serve as Treasurer. The Chaplin
is Patricia Gatz. Mary Ann Fusik and Delores
McBane will run the Hospitality Committee. Dobrinsky said meetings will be on the
fourth Monday of each month. He is looking
forward to organizing trips and activities
for this group.

One Year Ago

$1,000,000 Check-On July 8, 2013, superstar/philanthropist Jon Bon Jovi, who grew up
in Sayreville returned to his hometown, and is pictured presenting a check for $1 million
dollars to Mary Pat Christie, wife of Governor Chris Christie for the Hurricane Sandy New
Jersey Relief Fund. The huge press conference was held in front of Borough Hall on Main
Street under blazing sun and sweltering heat. This photo drew raves and accolades from
all over the United States. (Photo by Tom Burkard)

St. Mary’s Class of
’79 Reunion

St. Mary’s High School Class of 1979
will hold its 35th year Reunion on Friday,
Aug. 8th, 7 p.m. till closing at the Monaghan
House in South Amboy. Anyone who went
to grammar school with this class is also
invited.

Valedictorians/
Salutatorians

Congratulations to the following high
school Valedictorians and Salutatorians:
Sayreville-Valedictorian-Utid Modi, Salutatorian-Brittany Kokoszka; Cardinal McCarrick/St. Mary’s-Valedictorian-Briann
Downes, Salutatorian-Lyra Sarangelo; South
Amboy-Valedictorian-Sabrina Meyers, Salutatorian-Natalie Ghigliotty.

Firefighter Tim Gay (r) of Progressive Fire Co. helps the company by selling delicious
Sabrett Hot Dogs at Celebrate The Amboys Concert & Fireworks celebration at Waterfront
Park. (Photo by Tom Burkard)
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Long Ago

1955-Relaxing in a New York restaurant after enjoying a Broadway show are the South
Amboy Trust Co. banking staff, seated (l-r) Cathy Wojtaszek, Evelyn Brown, Lois Morriss,
Ann Travinsky, Christine Cross, Doris Saylor, Rosemary Downes, and Joan Kinsel. (Photo/
info submitted by Cathy Wojtaszek)

Wine Safari Trip

The OLV Senior Group is sponsoring a
trip to the Finger Lakes in New York from
October 7 – 9, 2014. The price of the trip
is $399.00. The price of the trip includes:
2 nights lodging, 2 breakfasts, 2 dinners,
including Belhurst Castle, wine tasting at
9 wineries, bus transportation, bus driver’s
gratuity, baggage handling, taxes and meal
gratuities, and a souvenir gift. The bus will
leave from OLV lower parking lot at 7 AM
on Tuesday, October 7th and return approximately on October 9th at 6 PM. To make
reservations or further questions, please
contact Teri at 732-727-7639.

Stitchers & Knitters
Craft Club

Looking to share your passion for knitting and crocheting and meet a few new
crafting buddies? Enjoy this opportunity to
pick up a few new tips from fellow craft addicts at this low-key club for folks who know
the basics, but want to take their addiction
to a whole new level! Bring your supplies
and your current craft project to Sayreville
Public Library on Thursday, August 14 from
6:30 to 8:00PM and let the fun begin! This
group is open to everyone, but adults only
please. We meet on the second Thursday
of every month at 6:30PM. No registration
required. We hope to see you there! For more
information, contact Alaina at 732-727-0212
ex. 25, email her at alainad@lmxac.org, or
visit sayrevillelibrary.org.
A PRAYER FOR HEALING
Lord, you invited all who are burdened to come to
You. Allow your healing hand to heal me. Touch my soul
with Your compassion for others. Touch my heart with Your
courage and infinite love for all. Touch my mind with Your
wisdom, that my mouth may always proclaim Your praise.
Teach me to reach out to You in my need. Help me to lead
others to You by my example. Most loving heart of Jesus,
bring me health in my body and spirit so that I may serve
You with all my strength. Touch gently with this life that
you have created. Amen -S.R.

SOME LIKE IT HOT…BUT SOME DON’T
By Elaine Holton Scott

“Canned air can make you sick.” That’s
what my dad used to say about air conditioning, echoing the popular belief of the times.
Actually, I now believe the cause of getting
sick from “canned air” had come from the
thought of the cost of an a/c window unit,
the electrician’s bill to do some rewiring in
order to get it to work, and the prospect of
higher monthly electric bills from running
it. So, my family and all the other families
I had known, somehow managed to exist in
those long, hot days and steamy nights of
summertime when it had often felt like it
was just too hard to move.
The summer of 1959 was really like any
other summer before it…hot and humid. As
all of us wore clothes with sweat rings under
our arms, we struggled to find ways to get
cool. Standing in front of a fan blowing hot
air; sitting under a tree praying for a breeze;
taking a ride in the car with the windows
down; or running through a water sprinkler
were our usual options. Going swimming
was another way of cooling down but a ride
to the shore was needed and most of the time
we didn’t have one. When we did get one,
it was usually to the sludgy, polluted water
of the Minnie Ditch.
The best place of all to get cool was in
the “canned air” of the movie theater. Since
there was no theater in town since the Empire
on Broadway had burned down years before,
we had to go across the Raritan River to the
Majestic. So, whenever we had a dime to
take the Marathon Bus to Perth Amboy and
another dime to come home again, plus 50
cents for a ticket, about 25 cents for candy,
and another 25 cents to get 4 photos taken

in Woolworth’s picture booth, off to the
movies we’d go. Of course, every movie
had to be pre-approved by the Monitor first,
sort of the Catholic’s version of the Good
Housekeeping Seal of Approval. If the movie
didn’t receive a good rating, the thought of
going to Confession kept many, but not all,
Catholics on the straight and narrow.
During those sultry days of summertime
fifty-five years ago, people had flocked to
the movies to see Hitchcock’s “Northwest
by Northwest” starring Cary Grant, “The
Nun’s Story” starring Audrey Hepburn,
and “Anatomy of a Murder” starring James
Stewart and Lee Remick. When no “canned
air” had been needed during the cold weather,
some of the top movies of 1959 which surely
had heated up the screen were: “Ben Hur”
starring Charleston Heston; “Some Like It
Hot” starring Marilyn Monroe, Tony Curtis
and Jack Lemmon; “Suddenly Last Summer” starring Liz Taylor, and “Solomon
and Sheba” starring Yul Brenner and Gina
Lollobrigida. Other big draw movies were
“Pillow Talk” starring Doris Day and Rock
Hudson; “Rio Bravo” starring John Wayne;
“The Diary of Anne Frank’” starring Millie
Perkins, “Operation Petticoat” starring Cary
Grant and Tony Curtis; “The Mummy”
starring Christopher Lee; “On the Beach”
starring Gregory Peck and Ava Gardner;
“Anatomy of a Murder” starring James
Mason and Lee Remick; “Gidget” starring
Sandra Dee and her soon-to-be-husband,
Bobby Darin; and my all-time favorite with
or without canned air, “House on Haunted
Hill” starring the master of horror films,
Vincent Price.

Civil War Round Table

The Robert E. Lee Civil War Round Table of Central New Jersey will host it’s annual
Civil War Living History Weekend at Parker
Press Park on Rahway Ave.,Woodbridge,N.
J. on Saturday and Sunday, August 2nd
and 3rd.
Take a step back in time 150 years ago
and see how soldiers from the North and
South lived and fought in America’s Civil
War. Walk thru the military and civilian
camps and speak with the reenactors and
Civil War living historians. Both days will

feature a small battle followed by a medical demonstration. Also, you may purchase
wares from Civil War era sutlers.
The camps are open to the public 10:00
A.M. to 4:00 P.M. on Saturday and Sunday.
On Saturday evening there will be a special
150th Civil War Commemoration Ceremony
at 8:00P.M. followed by a candle light walk
thru the camps 8:30-10:00 P.M.
All are welcome and admission and
parking are free. This event will be held
rain or shine.

Sayreville Engine
Co. #1
Fundraiser

Frog Hollow recently honored President Joe
DeTullio for his dedication, leadership and
the countless hours he has put in as Frog
Hollow’s President for the past 10 years.
(Photo/info submitted)

Sayreville Engine Co. #1 is raffling off
a Seadoo Spark as a fundraiser for its 100th
Anniversary Parade in 2016. Tickets are $25
apiece, and only 750 will be sold. The second prize is a $1,000 gift card. The drawing
will be held on Aug. 1. Get your tickets by
calling Matt at 732-829-5638 or e-mail at:
sayrevilleengcofundraising@hotmail.com.
Also check them out on Facebook at www.
Facebook.com#1/SayEngCo.
Veteran Henry Wasilewski did a great job as Grand Marshal of the Sayreville Memorial Day
Parade. Congratulations, Henry! (Photo by Tom Burkard)

Sayreville Engine Co. 1 is pictured selling raffle tickets to raise funds for its 100th Anniversary.
The firefighters were at Celebrate The Amboys Concert & Fireworks at Waterfront Park.
(Photo by Tom Burkard)

This group of ladies had a great time at the Trinity United Methodist Church annual Tea Party,
which also featured a Victorian Period Fashion Show, and a contest was held selecting a
woman who wore the nicest hat and another with the most different one. Nancy Berry was
the host of this very popular event. (Photo submitted)
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Music At The Fourth Of July Celebrations
Photos by Tom Burkard

Celebrate The Amboys

Split Decision opened the concert, and really rocked the park!

Brian O’Connor and his All Star Band was the feature act at the 4th of July Fireworks
Celebration at the Waterfront Park in South Amboy. The band consists of (back row)
Bryan Batista, Dennis Nardone, Shayna O’Connor, Brian O’Connor, Nick Zonak and
Louis Mastro, (front row) Kyle O’Connor, Anthony Pesch, Cynthia Corujo and Suhani
Shah. The band performed a solid hour of classic rock from the Eagles to Stevie Ray
Vaughn ending their set with the appropriate “God Bless the USA”. A great night of
celebration was had by all!

Dan Toye turns in an amazing solo performance.

The multi-talented Brian O’Connor (l) plays saxophone along with his students in the
Brian O’Connor and his All Star Band.

Sayreville Independence Day Celebration

“Jobonanno & The Godsons” rocked Kennedy Park. That’s Jobonanno with his hand
in the air, and Morgan’s Jerry Mokar on sax.

The #1 Bruce Springsteen Tribute Band, “Tramps Like Us” was outstanding as it covered
lots of songs by “The Boss.”

Sayreville Boys-Morgan’s own Jerry Mokar (l), saxophone player, and Sayreville’s
world-renowned drummer Charlie Mills, both members of Jobonanno & The Godsons,
were super at their hometown performance. They’re pictured here following the great
show at Kennedy Park.

Three members of the fabulous Rockdaddys (l-r) Clem Skarzynski, Tim Fee, Rich
Standowski, were on hand to show support for their good friend and “honorary Rockdaddy,”
Jerry Mokar (r), who is the superb sax player for Jobonanno & The Godsons.
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Music Trivia
Days Of The Week
By Tom Burkard

1.__Friday On My Mind
2.__Monday Monday
3.__Ruby Tuesday
4.__Saturday In The Park
5.__Sunday Bloody Sunday
6.__Sunday Will Never Be The Same
7.__Blue Monday
8.__Friday I’m In Love
9.__Saturday Night At The Movies
10._Saturday Night
11._Come Saturday Morning
12._Sunday And Me

If the guy in the middle looks familiar, it is none other than the great Ringo Starr of The
Beatles, who met with Sayreville’s “Red” Jankowski (l) and his wife Nancy Jankowski (r) on
June 21st at Caesar’s in Atlantic City. The peace sign never looked better did it? (Photo
submitted)

Bon Jovi’s New
Band
By Tom Burkard

Rock superstar Jon Bon Jovi, formerly
of Sayreville, has been performing with
a new group called, Jon Bon Jovi & The
Kings of Suburbia, in which his bandmate
from Bon Jovi, Bobby Bandiera also plays
guitar. Take a look at Jon and the band by
going to youtube.com and typing in: Jon Bon
Jovi Corporate Event 2014 Full Show Part
1. They sound pretty tight, and will keep
getting better, the more they play.

John Stamos To
Join Beach Boys In
Ocean Grove

John Stamos, the film and television star
known for his roles on the ABC sitcom Full
House as well as dozens of other movies and
television series, will make a guest appearance with The Beach Boys on Saturday, July
26 at The Great Auditorium. Tickets can be
ordered online at www.oceangrove.org or
800-590-4064. The Great Auditorium is
located at Pilgrim and Ocean Pathways in
Ocean Grove, NJ.
Stamos, who is an accomplished singer
and musician, is a long-time Beach Boys fan
and has been performing with the group offand-on since the mid-80s.  He plays congas
on such tunes as “Kokomo,” “Disney Girls,”
“Then I Kissed Her” and “Sail On, Sailor,”
and also plays guitar and sings on a few
numbers, notably “Forever,” a ballad Stamos
memorably performed with The Beach Boys
on an episode of Full House.
In a recent interview, Stamos said “I’m
in a very enviable position and love that The
Beach Boys are so open with me and allow
me to play different things. Mike Love really
likes to keep it fresh, so he plays around with
the set-list every night. So you never quite
know, and that’s what’s fun for me.”
Stamos appeared with The Beach Boys
on an episode of ABC’s Dancing WithThe
Stars and made several appearances during
their 2012 50th Reunion Tour.  He attended
the 2014 ELLA Awards where Mike Love
received a Lifetime Achievement honor.
Stamos will be seen in the upcoming
comedy feature film, “My Man Is A Loser,”
set for VOD and theatrical release by Lionsgate on Friday, July 25.  

You Tube-In
By Tom Burkard

2000’s-“The A Team” by Ed Sheeran
in 2010 is an interesting listen…Hot Chelle
Rae’s “Recklessly,” a 2013 release is a cool
tune for today’s sound…A 2014 Country
song that really shows off Lucy Hale’s
amazing voice is “Road Between.”
1990’s-Bon Jovi’s “Blaze of Glory,”
reached #1 in 1990…Bryan Adams, Rod
Stewart, and Sting combined on “All For
Love” which held the top spot for 3 weeks
in ’94…
1980’s-In 1989, Mike & The Mechanics reached the top of the music charts with
“The Living Years”…Huey Lewis and The
News had a terrific #1 hit in ’86, “Stuck
With You.”
1970’s-In ’74, “Seasons In The Sun”
by Terry Jacks ruled the pop charts for 3
weeks in the #1 slot…Andy Gibb’s “Shadow
Dancing” was the #1 hit in the nation for
even longer at 7 weeks in 1978.
1960’s-In ’64, The Dave Clark Five
reached #15 on the Pop Charts with “Everybody Knows.” Check them out live on
the “Shindig” TV show.
Here’s a few Bon Jovi videos to check
out: Gotta Say Goodbye; Letting You Go;
Please Come Home For Christmas with
supermodel Cindy Crawford.

EuropeanTrip

Ready to experience a European trip of a
lifetime?! Come join our group in July 2016
as we explore southern Italy and the Greek
isles. Through EF Tours, we will embark on
a 13-day excursion visiting Rome, Pompeii,
Capri, Sorrento, Athens, Mykonos, Santorini, and more! This experience is open to
students, individuals, and families above the
age of 12 at the time of travel. Contact Jared
Gonsalves at JaredGonsalves@gmail.com
for more information on this adventure.

a. U2
b. Bay City Rollers
c. Chicago
d. The Rolling Stones
e. Fats Domino
f. The Mamas & The Papas
g. The Easybeats
h. Spanky & Our Gang
i. The Cure
j. Jay & The Americans
k. The Drifters
l. The Sandpipers

Answers
1g 2f 3d 4c 5a 6h 7e 8i 9k 10b 11l 12j.

Bon Jovi A Surprise Visitor

Rock superstar Jon Bon Jovi recently
visited 10-year old Mario Carpino, who was
diagnosed with an inoperable brain tumor at
age 4. The youngster organized an annual
lemonade stand fundraiser in his hometown
of Swedesboro, NJ to raise money for childhood cancer. While running his 4th annual
event, Mario was surprised by Bon Jovi’s
surprise visit. Two years earlier, Mario
watched Jon perform on TV and asked if he
could come by his lemonade stand. The boy’s
mother Anna Carpino created a Facebook
page, advocating a visit from the superstar
of music, but didn’t think he would ever

know about it or show up.
When Mario saw Bon Jovi, he was so
thrilled that he jumped into his arms, hugged
and kissed him. They spent an hour together,
getting airbrushed tattoos, taking pictures in
a photo booth, and playing games.
Jon gave him a hat as a special gift, and
told him it was his favorite hat and was all
over the world with him. Young Mario holds
the fundraiser in partnership with Alex’s
Lemonade Stand Foundation, a non-profit
organization, and over the past 4 years, has
raised over $200,000.

Rumbles From The
Rock And Roll Reunion
By Clem Skarzynski

Hey Rock ‘n’ Roller…Yeah, it’s been
awhile. Dedicating this column to a really
courageous gal, who lost her battle with
cancer—Tara Rodriguez-Schnitzer. May
God bless and comfort her!
Sayreville’s Fourth of July Show,
planned and presented by Recreation Dept.
Director, Jerry Ust and staff, was awesome!
Top notch live entertainment, games, activities, capped off by a fantastic fireworks
display. Just gets better year after year.
This year’s opening act included Morgan sax man and “friend of The Rockdaddys,” Jerry Mokar, performing with none
other than Mr. “High Energy” himself, Joe
Bonano and The Godsons. Joe and Co.
rocked out from song one on the set list.
The Godsons include Jared Bonano (Joe’s
son) on guitar, Bruce Marson on keys, Ed
Horne on the bass, Dennis Miele on guitar,
and former Sayreville resident and former
Skid Row drummer, Charlie Mills on the
kit, rounding out a dynamite, tight band of
rockers! I’ve seen these guys quite a few
times and with Joe B up front, they put out
some awesome, “high energy” Rock ‘n’ Roll!
Great show, guys!
Caught Brian O’Connor and his All Stars
at South Amboy’s Independence Day event.
Now there’s a real “unsung” hero with the
work he does with his “endless group of

musicians!” Ages 7 to 62, and Brian manages to bring out the best and more in all of
them! Brian, fantastic job with your “band!”
Just awesome work!
And the guys and gal from the South
Amboy Knights Open Mic Nites “Split
Decision” did a rockin’ job on the “open
air stage” too! A rockin’ 1-hour power set!
Another “friend of The Rockdaddys” Mr.
Danny Toye—worked the crowd with his
signature acoustic set. Any of the local shows
aren’t complete without Danny. Always a
pleasure Dan!
Didn’t forget Emmie and Amy Jones
from Basement Audio providing the best
in sound reinforcement for the entire show,
who by the way will be providing the sound
for…Sayreville’s “Blast From The Past”
Car Show and Concert, Sat., Sept. 13th and
“Sayreville Day” Sun., Sept. 14th. Both
events will be held at Kennedy Park as
always.
The 7th Annual Car Show will feature
Sayreville’s “Simple Groove,” who will
open the show for “The Rockdaddys and
Friends,” and the Sayreville Day music show
will have “FOG,” “Sidewalk Serenade,”
with “The Rockdaddys and Friends” again
closing the show. More info on both shows
will follow in upcoming editions of The SA
Times. Until then…Play it loud!

#1 Country HitsJuly 26

2004-Live Like You Were Dying-Tim
McGraw
1995-Any Man Of Mine-Shania Twain
1988-Set ‘Em Joe-Vern Gosdin
1977-It Was Almost Like A Song-Ronnie
Milsap
1966-Think Of Me-Buck Owens

#1 Pop Hits-July 26

2009-I Got A Feeling-The Black Eyed
Peas
1993-Can’t Help Falling In Love-UB40
1982-Eye Of The Tiger-Survivor
1975-The Hustle-Van McCoy
1969-In The Year 2525-Zager & Evans

A PRAYER FOR HEALING
Lord, you invited all who are burdened to come to
You. Allow your healing hand to heal me. Touch my soul
with Your compassion for others. Touch my heart with Your
courage and infinite love for all. Touch my mind with Your
wisdom, that my mouth may always proclaim Your praise.
Teach me to reach out to You in my need. Help me to lead
others to You by my example. Most loving heart of Jesus,
bring me health in my body and spirit so that I may serve
You with all my strength. Touch gently with this life that
you have created. Amen -T.B.

Joe Bonanno and The Godsons band is pictured prior to their concert at Kennedy Park in
Sayreville during the huge Fourth of July Celebration. In photo (l-r) Jared Bonanno, Bruce
Marson, Joe Bonanno, Ed Horne, Charlie Mills, Dennis Miele and Jerry Mokar. (Photo by
Clem Skarzynski)
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School Sports
By Tom Burkard

Sayreville Gains Experience

Coach Mike Novak’s Sayreville Bombers baseball team finished (12-15) for the
year. The young and promising group of
players started only one senior, Chris Ryan,
while racking up 4 major wins during the season, including victories over East Brunswick
during the regular season (#1 seed in GMCT);
St. Joseph’s, who won the GMCT; always

talented Monroe in the GMCT; and a huge
upset in the state tourney over Hunterdon
Central, who was seeded #1 in CJ Group 4,
and ranked #5 in the state.
Watch for Coach Novak’s Bombers
to be one of the better clubs in the county
in 2015!

At Bats-Bobby Gambardella 90 Chris
Ryan 88 Josh Guarnera 84 Pete Soporowski
83; Runs-Guarnera 23 Nolan Rivera 16
Brett Dzamba 14 Ryan 11 Chris Eveigan
10; Hits-Guarnera 29 Gambardella 26
Soporowski 23 Ryan 22; Doubles-Gambardella 4 Soporowski 3 Dzamba 3 Eveigan

3; Triples-Ryan 2; Home Runs-Guarnera
2 Dan Rodriguez 1; RBI-Gambardella 17
Ryan 13 Guarnera 10; Batting Avg.-Guarnera
.345 Gambardella .289 Soporowski .277;
On Base Pct.-Guarnera .461 Eveigan .378
Soporowski .355; Slugging Pct.-Guarnera
.440 Gambardella .333 Soporowski .313.

2014 Bombers Batting Leaders

2014 Bombers Pitching Leaders

Games-Connor Johnson 11 Ryan
Shereyka 10 Pete Soporowski 9; Innings
Pitched-Johnson 48.2 Soporowski 48
Shereyka 44.2; Wins-Shereyka 5 Sopo-

rowski 3 Chris Ryan 2; Saves-Johnson
2; Strikeouts-Soporowski 38 Shereyka
36 Johnson 23; ERA-Soporowski 1.89
Shereyka 2.35.

Sayreville Stays Sharp
Over Summer

The Sayreville War Memorial HS baseball team, participating in the Greater Middlesex Coaches Summer Baseball League, is
getting some extra playing time in over the
summer, and should have enough experience
by 2015 to turn Coach Mike Novak’s club
into big-time winners once again.
This season’s varsity players, who have
been sharpening their diamond skills are ace
pitcher Ryan Shereyka, Bobby Gambardella,
Nolan Rivera, Josh Guarnera, Danny Rodriguez, and Kyle Karpinski.
Sophomores who have a chance to
showcase their talents over the summer
months are Kyle Toth, who has tremendous

hitting potential, Michael Bertrand, Chris
Hauber, Joseph Browning, Sean McDonnell,
Maddux Mason, Tyler Dusko, and Michael
Herrick. Hauber and Dusko will also see
some pitching duty.
Freshmen members of the summer
team have shown some promise as well.
The future looks bright for Marc Pearson,
Josh DeJesus, Jason DeMild, and Andrew
Wille, a pitcher. The squad is coached by
Bobby Rinaldi, and his assistant coaches are
Brian Truchan, Jake Worb and Matt Monte,
who all played baseball for Sayreville War
Memorial High School.

Amboy’s Diamond Heroes
By Al Gomolka Jr.
Times Poet Laureate
c. 2003

From the town of South Amboy
To the majors they were employed
Now they became sport legends
Of their times
They’ve made their hometown proud
And the fans of their sports towns loud
Their accomplishments on the ball field
And with their baseball rhyme:
I’m talking heroes
Of community, family and friends
And all their baseball diamond wins
“Trader Jack” and “Allie,” “T.K.” and the
“Twins”
Allie Clark first to the big leagues
From the Yankees, Indians, and A’s
His local aura looms still today
The O’Brien Twins, Eddie and John
Made history while they were on
The Pirates double play combo
First twins to play
I’m talking heroes
Of community, family and friends
I’m talking heroes
And all their baseball diamond wins
“Trader Jack” and “Allie,” “T.K.” and the
“Twins”

Two “Managers of the Year”
Both with amazing careers
Tom Kelly and Jack McKeon are our skippers
Kel took Minnesota twice
And the Marlins took Jack’s advice
They managed and led their teams
To World Series championships
And before I end my ovation
I have an obligation
To mention a neighboring star
From Sayreville town
Eddie Popowski was his name
Seventy years “Pop” coached
And managed the game
For Boston, beloved, he is forever
Red Sox renown
These are my heroes
Of community, family and friends
I’m talking heroes
And all their baseball diamond wins
“Trader Jack” and “Allie,” “T.K.” and the
“Twins.”

Jackie Riley

(Photo by Brian Stratton)

Riley, Bikowski Picked
For All-State

Cardinal McCarrick/St. Mary’s junior
flame-throwing pitcher, Jackie Riley was
selected 3rd Team All Non-Public by the Star

Ledger. South Amboy freshman phenom,
power-hitting catcher, Alissa Bikowski was
chosen to the 3rd Team All-Group 1.

The Sayreville Bombers amazing track
& field team copped plenty of post-season
honors for 2014. The Home News Tribune
(HNT) selected junior phenom Myles Hartsfield as the Track & Field Athlete of the
Year, and 1st Team All-Area for the triple
jump. The 4 x 100 relay team of Hartsfield,
Shaun Abubakar, Linwood Crump, and Colin
Winslow also was a 1st Team All-Area pick.
In addition, Winslow was also a 1st Team
choice for the 200. Rookie Coach Joe Slavik

was named Coach of the Year by HNT.
In the Star Ledger, Hartsfield (triple
jump), Crump (200), and Winslow (400)
were 1st Team All-Middlesex picks. In addition, Hartsfield was 1st Team All-Group
4 (triple jump), while teammates Winslow
(100), and Abubakar (high hurdles) both
made 3rd team.

Snapple Bowl At
Sayreville

Cardinal McCarrick/St. Mary’s track
& field standout, Kelly Gorman was a 1st
Team All-Area selection for the 800 in Home
News Tribune. She won the GMC meet
in 2:16.81, and was 2nd in Non-Public B
state tourney action with a time of 2:18.74.
Kelly also was chosen to the Star Ledger’s
1st Team All-Middlesex (800).

Sayreville Track Team Gains Laurels

The 2014 prestigious Snapple Bowl
football game, featuring the Union County
All-Stars vs. Middlesex County All-Stars
was held on July 17th before an overflow
crowd at Sayreville War Memorial HS
football field. The game benefits Children’s
Specialized Hospital, and Lakeside School,
a program of the New Jersey for disabilities.
Middlesex County won 34-20 to the delight
of local fans in attendance.
Sayreville’s All-Star players included
Malik Pressley-cb, Dan Grecco-g, and Brian
McDonough-c. The Bombers cheerleaders
were Carly Galasso and Cherese Jackson.

Bielak Baseball
Player Of The Year

Sayreville’s Brandon Bielak, who
starred for St. Joseph’s of Metuchen was
selected Player of the Year by Home News
Tribune, and also The Star-Ledger Middlesex County Player of the Year. He was also
selected 1st Team All-Non-Public, and 1st
Team All-Middlesex by The Star-Ledger. In
addition he was 1st Team All-Area in Home
News Tribune.

Forrest Chosen
Scholar-Athlete

Cardinal McCarrick/St. Mary’s track & field standout, Kelly Gorman was a 1st Team All-Area
selection for the 800 in Home News Tribune. (Photo by Brian Stratton)

Alissa Bikowski

(Photo by Tom Burkard)

Mairead Forrest, of Parlin, a senior at
Wardlaw-Hartridge School in Edison, was
selected as the representative for her school
at the NJSIAA Scholar-Athlete Banquet.
Mairead starred in soccer for 4 years, and
will continue her athletic career at the College of Holy Cross.

Gorman Gains
Honors

Malik Stars In
Legion Ball

Thomas Malik, grandson of St. Mary’s
pitching star of the 1950’s, and former minor
leaguer, Tom Malik is having a phenomenal
summer pitching for the Allentown, NJ
American Legion baseball team. The youngster, who will be entering his senior year at
Allentown HS in Sept., fired an incredible
perfect game, as his team defeated West
Windsor-Plainsboro, 10-0, and needed only
45 pitches to finish his masterpiece! Prior
to the perfect performance, he hurled a 6-0,
2-hit win against North Hamilton. On the
year, he is (5-0) with 4 shutouts, and has allowed only 1 earned run! Last year, he won
the Mercer County American Legion ERA
award. His coach Brett Miller whose team
is (12-4), said, “Malik’s been dominant this
summer league.”
Tom Malik, the late grandfather of
Thomas, pitched in 2 minor league games
in 1956 for Leesburg in the Class D Florida
League.
Special thanks to Thomas’ cousin, John
Malik for all the information. He proudly
mentioned that, “Thomas is following in the
footsteps of his grandfather. What I’m hearing is he is very good.” Next year, should
be very interesting for Allentown’s baseball
team, and Thomas in his senior year.
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The Local Sports Memory Machine
By Tom Burkard

From The Sports Archives

1968-The talented Hoffman Governors baseball team featured standing (l-r) Asst. Coach
John Kovaleski, Tony Saccone, Jimmy Tingle, Mark Felice, Al “Jocko” Jakimowicz, Bob
Keegan, Curt Wood, Jack Bloodgood, Jimmy Lyons, Coach John Zdanewicz. Kneeling
(l-r) Leo Dohan, Glenn White, Ron Dennen, Ernie Read, Ken Blaha, Frank Chonsky, Larry
Kurzawa.

Glory Days In Local Sports

1954-Woodbridge nipped Sayreville, 2-1 in diamond action. Jack
Callahan stroked 2 hits for the
Bombers. 1960-St. Mary’s stopped
St. Peter’s baseball team, 8-5, as
Ed Conroy picked up the victory.
Charlie Schachel went 3-for-3 with
2 singles and a double, while Al Ust
blasted a 2-run double. 1979-Hoffman
slammed Spotswood, 7-1 in baseball
play. Marty Veilleux was the winning
pitcher, and received lots of offense
from Frank Kuziemski, who blasted
a single and triple, and Mark Wahler,

who drilled 2 hits. 1985-St. Mary’s
girls’ softball team mauled Mater Dei,
19-3, as Eleanor Wykpisz crashed a
triple and had 6 RBI, in support of
winning pitcher Lisa Harrigan, who
struck out 11. 1995-The Bombers
golf team edged by Edison, 233-240.
Rob Markovitch finished 1st with a 38,
and Chris Morgan was 3rd with a 44.
2002-Keryn Rosenberger struck out 8,
and fired her 3rd 5-inning no-hitter of
the season, as South Amboy annihilate
East Brunswick Tech, 16-0.

Champions Of 1971

T.H.E.
Game

Sport-Girls Softball
Year-1996
Teams-Hoffman (8-1) vs St. Mary’s (7-3)
Game #2 City Series
Recap-In a high-scoring contest, the Lady
Eagles prevailed, 17-11, and had plenty of
hitting from Alyson Baumgartner, who had
4 hits including a double and 2 RBI, Jackie
Demeraski, a double and 2 RBI, Tracy McCurdy 2 RBI, and winning pitcher Molly
McCreary, who whacked an RBI double.
The Lady Guvs were led by Sue Rowley who
walloped a double and knocked in 3 runs,
Jessica English got 2 RBI, and Lyli Munoz
a double and 2 RBI.
Player-Of-The-Game-Alyson Baumgartner

1975 Bowling
Champions

Bachelors II women’s bowling team,
gained 1st place in the South Amboy Women’s League winning 60 games, which were
played at Mid-State Bowling Lanes. The
outstanding championship bowlers were
Capt. Linda Kojzar, June O’Leary, Lorraine
Zebro and Doris Dowty.

Sayreville HS
Players
Picked By Major
League Teams

Through the years, several Sayreville HS
graduates were selected in the Major League
Baseball Amateur Draft. The following is
a list of players, the year they were chosen,
the team, the round, and the overall number
that they were selected: Gary Bodak, 1965Minnesota Twins, 47th round, #556; Charlie
Lynch, 1966-Kansas City Athletics, 35th
round, #661; Bob Keister, 1968-Philadelphia Phillies, 18th round, #407; Greg Lyon,
1971-San Francisco Giants, 14th round,
#337; Steve Makwinski, 1974-St. Louis
Cardinals, 10th round, #229; Tom Cannon,
1981-Pittsburgh Pirates, 31st round, #753;
Ray Kreiger, 1981-Pittsburgh Pirates, 28th
round, #700.

1978 South Amboy
Little Fellas Draft

The following teams drafted new players for their rosters. First Aid-Davin Rabacha, Bob Linblad, Frank Lijoi, Joseph Lijoi,
Paul Barlowski; English’s Chevron-Ray
Drill, Peter Folte, Sal Marchio; EnterpriseWalter Collins, Keith Andrejewski, Brian
Dante; Lions-David Lee, Paul Torok.
1971-Mechanicsville Fire Co. won 16 games and captured the South Amboy Babe Ruth
League championship. Pictured top row (l-r) Ray Linderoth, Henry Wortley, Bob Besner, Glen
Gerding, Kevin Homan, Manager Russ Stillwagon. Second row (l-r) Jim Caracappa, Ralph
Dante, Ron Stillwagon, Gary Linderoth, Mike Switzer, Bob Stillwagon. Kneeling is Steve
Gray. Missing from photo: John Minnick, Bob Ruiz, Bob Morgan, Jerry McAndrew.

1956-South Amboy Little Leaguer Paul
Bouchard is pictured in his Rotary uniform
prior to a ballgame. If anyone has a baseball
or softball picture of themselves from years
gone by, and would like to share it with SA
Times readers, please e-mail it to: satimes@
aol.com for inclusion in our Aug. 30th issue.
(Photo courtesy of the Bouchard Family)

Diamond Dust
1971

South Amboy Slow Pitch
Softball Playoffs
The Place 8 Enterprise 0-Jack Gallagher fired an unbelievable no-hitter
in the semifinals, as 2 errors in the last
inning ruined his bid for a perfect game.
Bill Connors blasted a homer and double
to support the big win.
Championship Game
The Place 7 English Chevron 4-In
the one game championship finale, Jack
Gallagher captured the huge victory
with a strong pitching performance,
while Bill Connors turned in a perfect
3-for-3 game to lead the offense as The
Place celebrated capturing the South
Amboy crown.
South Amboy Little Fellas
League
Weiss 6 Enterprise 1-George Bongiorno fired a 1-hitter and struck out 16,
while also blasting a solo home run.
K of C 8 Modern Transportation
5-John Connors hurled a 2-hitter and
fanned 10, while Jack Stratton laced
2 hits for MT.

South Amboy 100 Years Ago

South Amboy Babe Ruth League

Independence 11 Mechanicsville 6-On
Opening Day, winning pitcher Tom Diem
struck out 10. John D. O’Toole belted
2 doubles and 2 singles for the winners,
and Rich Garcia pounded a triple and 2

singles.
South Amboy Trust Co. 6 Komars
5-Rudy Neumann picked up the victory,
while Frank Trpisovsky contributed with 2
doubles for the winners. Jay Buckiewicz

South Amboy Babe Ruth All-Stars

Managed by Jack Hulsart and coached
by Ray Stockton and Russ Stillwagon, South
Amboy captured the prestigious Middlesex
County Freeholders title. The talented players were Joe Kolakowski, Steve Boychuk,
Steve Makwinski, Jeff St. Amour, Glenn

Gerding, Jim Campion, Mark Clark, John
D. O’Toole, Ray Poulsen, Bob Stillwagon,
Tom Mulcahy, Dennis Carey, Kevin Homan,
Wayne Kreiger, Scott Douglas, Charlie
Lange.

South Amboy Little Fellas League

The Weiss team captured the championship by defeating the Knights of Columbus.
Managed by Walt Zamorski and coached by
Warren Rappleyea and Andy Sabine, the
members of this excellent team included
George Bongiorno, John Dragotta, Ben Bau-

man, Karl Semoneit, Art Reich, Andy “A.J.”
Sabine, Mike Chrzaszcz, John Hall, Tom
Lakomski, Phil Green, Kevin Dante, Dan
Sibol, Richard Miller, Warren Rappleyea,
Bob Bauman, Walt Zamorski, Ed Sharp,
John Kupcha.

1914-The Sheridan A.C. was considered to be the finest baseball team in Middlesex County.
Pictured top row (l-r) Dan Scalley, Philip Purcell, Michael Delaney, Bill Spratford, William
O’Toole, Edward O’Connor, Edward Dooling, Bill Brennan. Seated (l-r) John Hensberger,
John Casey, John Purcell, Lawrence Keays.
The name Sheridan A.C. was selected by Bill Brennan in honor of the Olympic track star,
Tom Sheridan. This photo was taken in front of the Sheridan A.C. Clubhouse on Augusta
St. in South Amboy.
Note the padded trousers worn by the players. This was the “dead ball” era: Bunting, hit
and run, stolen bases, and steel spikes flying!
(Photo/story submitted by Francis Dooling)

South Amboy-Sayreville Times July 26, 2014 19

Beyond The Babe Ruth League
By Tom Burkard

A sister from St. Mary’s High School wishes the South Amboy All-Stars good luck before
they leave for Johnstown, PA.

That’s Jack McKeon (l) holding a soda, John “Skeets” Skarzynski (next to him), and Ray
Stockton holding a bottle of soda, as the players relax before boarding the bus.

The South Amboy All-Stars are surrounded by fans as they prepare to board the bus to
Johnstown.

This unidentified South Amboy player slides safely into third base at the AAABA tournament
at Johnstown. (All photos courtesy of Bill Ryan)

The 1948 South Amboy All-Stars
Perhaps the greatest baseball team ever
assembled in South Amboy or Sayreville, the
South Amboy All-Stars were loaded with
outstanding players who went on to play
professional ball. Three of the All-Stars
became Major Leaguers—The O’Brien
Twins, John and Eddie, and Jack McKeon,
who guided the Florida Marlins to the 2003
World Series Championship, and won over
1,000 games in both the minor leagues and
also major leagues. Team members who
got to play in the minors were Bill “Biff”
McKeon, Ray Stockton, Leo Kedzierski,
John Kovaleski, and Jack Zawacki.
The South Amboy club is famous
for easily-winning the New Jersey Junior
Baseball Tournament, and advancing to
Johnstown, PA to compete with the best teams
in the United States in the All-American
Amateur Baseball Association (AAABA)
national tourney.
In the NJ final, the All-Stars plastered
Irvington PAL Cubs, 14-2, before 1,500 fans
at Ruppert Stadium. The champs pounded
out 16 hits, and were led by John O’Brien
who ripped a triple and 2 singles, good for
3 RBI, Leo Kedzierski, who had a perfect 3for-3, and 2 RBI, while Jack McKeon added
3 hits and 2 RBI. Ray Stockton pitched a
complete game for the victory, allowing only
3 hits and striking out 9. He also helped the
offense by stroking 2 hits.
South Amboy received plenty of news
coverage in the papers, and the town was
filled with excitement as the local boys
were getting ready to compete in a national
showcase of baseball talent. The day before
leaving for Johnstown, the All-Stars lost a
warmup game to South Amboy AA, 5-4, in

a fundraiser to raise the remainder of money
needed to pay for the expenses of the trip.
On departure day, the entire team was
attired in new uniforms purchased with funds
from contributions of local merchants and
sports fans. The entire team attended an
8 a.m. Mass at St. Mary’s Church, which
was sponsored by the All-Star Boosters
and celebrated in memory of Babe Ruth.
Hundreds of locals were there to wish the
players luck, and wave goodbye, as the buses
departed. Bill “Biff” McKeon recalled that,
“The police escorted the team bus to the city
line after Mass, and we went to Newark’s
Pennsylvania Railroad Station, where we
boarded a private railroad car to Johnstown,
PA., and after the tourney, we returned to
Newark in the same manner.”
South Amboy put on a power display in
the opening game at Johnstown, by annihilating Amsterdam, New York, 10-2. SA blasted
3 home runs (with wood bats), and featured
a cast of stars including Jack Zawacki, who
ripped 2 singles and a homer, good for 2 RBI,
while Eddie O’Brien, blasted a single and
homer, to knock in 2 runs, Leo Kedzierski
belted a 2-run homer, Ray Stockton stroked
2 singles and stole 2 bases. Winning pitcher
Jerry Connors pitched 6 outstanding innings,
allowing only 4 hits and 1 run.
The All-Stars were just getting warmedup with their opening game romp, and in
game 2, went wild by hammering Harrisburg,
PA, 15-1, and setting tourney records for
most hits in a game—21, and most home
runs in 2 games—6. Eddie O’Brien led
the way with a homer, 3 singles and 3 RBI,
Jerry Connors drilled 3 singles and had 5
RBI, Ray Wisniewski smashed 2 singles and
a round tripper, Johnny O’Brien crashed a

homer, and single while driving in 2. Jack
Zawacki had a perfect 4-for-4 game with a
triple and 3 RBI to support winning pitcher
Ray Stockton, who struck out 8 in 5 innings and allowed 1 hit. He also belted 2
doubles and a single. Lefty reliever Alfie
O’Connor pitched near perfect baseball by
firing 4 shutout innings without allowing a
hit, and striking out 3. SA really had the
momentum going now!
The New Jersey representative made
it 3 in a row by topping Concord, NH, 7-2.
Stockton was the winning pitcher for the
second day in a row, with a nifty 5-hitter,
allowing 2 unearned runs and striking out 8.
Kedzierski orbited a long grand slam homer
to right-center field in the top of the 9th, and
also added a double.
St. Aloysius of New Orleans burst
South Amboy’s bubble in the quarterfinals,
12-4, in front of 6,000 fans. Our hometown
heroes made an unbelievable 6 errors in the
first inning, allowing 7 runs. J. O’Brien
ripped a 2-run double, while E. O’Brien and
Kedzierski stroked 2 hits apiece.
Marx Jewelers of Washington, DC,
the defending AAABA champions nipped
South Amboy, 4-3, and eliminate them from
further play. Washington scored all 4 runs in
the 4th inning, and that was enough despite
Kedzierski’s 2 hits, an RBI and stolen base,
and a double by E. O’Brien. The Johnstown,
PA crowd of 5,500 gave the South Amboy
All-Stars a standing ovation as they left Point
Stadium in appreciation for their excellent
play throughout the tournament.
When the team bus arrived back on
Stevens Ave. in South Amboy, it was greeted
by a large group of supporters, and they
congratulated the team members with a pat
on the back or a handshake. The team then
took part in an auto parade with city officials
and others all around town.

Tourney Notebook: Other talented
roster members included Jack Larkin,
Bob “Ace” Hennessey, Bill “Biff” McKeon, John Kovaleski, Bob Kenny, John
“Skeets”Skarzynski, while Jim “Troubles”
O’Brien was the scorekeeper.
South Amboy took only 4 pitchers and
refused to load the team up with outside pitchers, yet played inspired baseball throughout
the tourney…Leftfielder Leo Kedzierski
threw out an unbelievable 4 base runners in
5 games…South Amboy was the first city
in NJ to send a team to the tough national
tournament that wasn’t beaten in its first 2
games…Alfie O’Connor was sensational in
2 relief appearances, pitching 6 1/3 innings,
allowing only 1 hit and no runs, while striking out 4…
Team Leaders In Tournament
Batting
Batting Avg.-Eddie O’Brien .500 Ray Stockton.421 Jack Zawacki .421 Leo Kedzierski
.364 Jerry Connors .357.
At Bats-E. O’Brien 22 Ray Wisniewski 22
Kedzierski 22 Jack McKeon 20.
Runs-E. O’Brien 6 Kedzierski 6 Stockton
6 Wisniewski 5
Hits-E. O’Brien 11 Kedzierski 8 Stockton
8 Zawacki 8.
Doubles-Stockton 3 Johnny O’Brien 2.
Triples-Zawacki 1.
RBI-Kedzierski 6 E. O’Brien 5 Jerry Connors 5 Zawacki 5.
Home Runs-E. O’Brien 2 Kedzierski 2.
Stolen Bases-J. O’Brien 2 Stockton 2.
Pitching
Innings Pitched-Stockton 24.2 Connors 9.2
Alfie O’Connor 6.1.
Strikeouts-Stockton 25 O’Connor 4.
Wins-Stockton 2 Connors 1.
ERA-O’Connor 0.00 Stockton 1.82 Bob
Kenny 2.72.
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WWW.?

This should be another easy one for our faithful Mystery Photo contest players. Send your
answers in to: satimes@aol.com. Good luck!

June Winners

This was the second toughest photo in
the history of the WWW.? Mystery Photo
contest, and only 3 readers correctly identified the building. The big winners were Dennis Quinlan, Joe Prusik, and Scott V. Farina,
who knew that it was the old Colonel’s Garter
on Rt. 35 North in South Amboy. Through
the years, it was also named City Lights,
JJ Rockers, Delilah’s Den, and Colonel
Cooper’s. Incorrect answers included, Costa
Verde, Georgette’s, Hay’s Bike Shop, and the
Spa on Rt. 35 South in Morgan.

More On South
Amboy Bars

Bob Letts said, “My grandfather’s bar
was located on the corner of Bordentown Ave.
& Feltus St., and was called Letts’ Casino and
was in operation until Dr. Ouano purchased
the building.”

Early TV’s In
South Amboy Bars

Former South Amboy resident Jerry Connors shared the following memories: “I saw
my first color TV at VJ’s on lower Augusta
St. I was on leave from the Marine Corps at
the time in the early 1960’s. I think the first
bar to have a black & white television was
Brennan’s. I remember Jack McKeon, me
and others looking in the side window at night
baseball in the summer of 1947. In October
of ’47, I recall Joe Belmonte, my friend from
Fishtown (a section of South Amboy), and
me looking in a side window of the White
Eagle Tavern at an Army-Columbia football
game. Joe’s uncle, Frank Musolino spotted
us and invited us in, and bought us sodas. It
was a very exciting game. Army was undefeated since 1944, and was a heavy favorite,
but Columbia won 21-20. End Bill Swiacki
made an outstanding catch for a touchdown
that was talked about for years.

Dear Tom,
Thank you for the excellent coverage
of the Flag Retirement Service held at
American Legion Lenape Post No. 211 on
June 14, 2014. It was a last minute request,
and we were very happy to see you at our
service.
Again, thank you for reporting on our
event. The South Amboy-Sayreville Times
is certainly a great local newspaper.
Sincerely,
Edward T. Strek
Captain
American Legion Color Guard
Tom,
Just wanted to tell you what a great job
you and your staff are doing to produce an
enjoyable read every month for so many
people. Keep up the good work!
Your Friend,
John Kibbler
(Formerly of Sayreville)

Tom:
Thank you for your reply by telephone
the other day!
I just wanted to thank you from the
Gluchowski Family for the “note” you
published in the SA Times about my father
“Gluchowski Will Be Remembered”.
It is a true testament to the man you are
and for the many years in which you have
touched people’s lives from Sayreville and
South Amboy with the SA Times!
It is greatly appreciated!
Thank you for all you have done for
me and my family!
Best Regards!
Richard K. Gluchowski, MAed, Vice
Principal, Sayreville War Memorial High
School

’46 Graduates
Identified

Emma Lear Sumski identified the Hoffman High School graduates in last month’s
vintage 1946 photo. She said that pictured
in the front row was (l-r) John Taltaval, Joe
Zera, Bumbby Schuler, Stanley Kowalewski.
2nd row (l-r) Chet Richmond, Eugene Munn,
Jim Croddick, Donald Beckman. 3rd row (lr) John Bodenmann, Scoby Render, George
Munck, Tom Levandowski. Thanks for your
help, Emma!

South Amboy Salt Water Day
Aug. 8, 1914

This vintage photo was submitted by former South Amboy resident Bill Coman, who graduated
from St. Mary’s HS in 1966. The photo was taken at a May Crowning of the Blessed Mother
in Sister Mary Antoinette’s 5th grade class at St. Mary’s Grammar School. Bill said that, “I
can remember about half of the names from among the group. Could any readers identify
some of the boys in the photo?”
Publisher’s Note: This is the first May Crowning photo ever submitted to The SA Times in 23
years, and it is an excellent one! The boys pictured would have later gone on to graduate in
the Class of 1966 from St. Mary’s, Hoffman, or Sayreville High Schools. We were only able to
pinpoint the following in the photo: Sean Kelly (right side, middle row, 2nd from left), William
Kennedy (left side, middle row, 1st from left), Robert MacNeil (left side, middle row, 5th from
left), Timothy O’Brien (right side, top row, 3rd from left). If anyone can help identifying the
others, please let us know at 732-727-0398 or e-mail: satimes@aol.com.

The owners of Zinna’s of Cranbury are pictured in their mobile bistro preparing food for
the festive 4th of July fireworks celebration at Waterfront Park. Business was brisk and
everyone had a great time at the event. (Photo/info by Joe Lotkowictz)

100 Years Ago-The Junior Order of American Mechanics is pictured marching in the Salt
Water Day Parade down what appears to be Broadway.

The Boy Scouts are pictured marching on the left side of the photo. (Photos were taken
by T.W. Armstrong)

South Feltus Street Structure Fire
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By Richard Kosmoski

I had the opportunity to interview Chief
Brett Coyle of the South Amboy Fire Department on the actions taken in responding
to and extinguishing the structure fire that
occurred on June 26th, at approximately
4:29am.
Chief Brett Coyle: On June 26th at
4:29am, a call was placed to South Amboy
police dispatch from the resident at 122
South Feltus Street. The resident stated that
her house was on fire and her and her family
was trapped on the roof. Police transmitted
a full alarm assignment to respond to a
working structure with occupants trapped
on the roof.
Assistant Fire Chief John Kelly arrived
at 4:31am and quickly confirmed a working
structure fire at a 2 1/2 story wood frame
residential structure and requested Mutual
Aid from Sayreville Truck 2 to the scene. At
this time two South Amboy police officers
were on scene and attempting to raise a
ladder found on the property to rescue one
occupant from the front side of the structure.
The ladder was too short and did not reach
the roof line.
Chief Kelly aided in communicating
to the occupant, who was screaming that
she was going to jump, that help would be
here soon and to remain calm. Seconds later
South Amboy Engine 6 arrived and crews
went right to work.
Two firefighters, Captain Thomas
Szatkowski and his cousin Firefighter Dave
Szatkowski quickly pulled a ladder from the
engine and began rescue operations. The two
firefighters worked to rescue the trapped occupant from the roof to safety. The other two

family members on the second roof found
flames intensifying and Michael Carson, in
an act of bravery, jumped from the rear of
the roof and then rescued his mother Amanda
Carson to safety.
Three other firefighters began to stretch
a 1 3/4 fire attack line to battle the blaze.
After forcing entry into the structure, the
crew advanced the attack line to fight the
fire. The crew reported very high heat with
zero visibility within the first 15 feet of
entering the structure.
With the entire South Amboy Fire
Department on scene, a water supply was
established and the Incident Command
System was initiated. Multiple attack lines,
search and rescue operations, protection
for exposures which were only 5 feet apart,
ventilation, and fire suppression operations
were in operation. The South Amboy First
Aid Squad quickly set up a civilian BLS
Unit, Firefighter Rehab, and First Responder
Medical Units.
Firefighters faced heavy fire in the rear
of the one story attached structure and battled
the fire for approximately 30 minutes before
knocking down the main body of fire. Fire
extension and overhaul was very difficult to
conduct. Fire crews remained on the scene
for several hours to completely extinguish
the fire.
Mutual Aid was called for and units
from Sayreville, Madison Park, and Perth
Amboy responded to assist at the scene
and to cover the rest of the city. The three
occupants were transported to Raritan Bay
Hospital in Perth Amboy for minor injuries.
Two firefighters were treated at the scene for
their minor injuries.
The South Amboy Fire Marshal deemed
the fire to be caused by an electrical outlet, in
a 14’ by 12’ room behind the garage. Partial
roof collapse of the structure was due to the
heavy fire load in the room.
Chief Coyle would like to commend
Michael Carson for his act of bravery and
disregard for his own safety when he assisted
his mother off the rear of the structure. He
would also like to commend the firefighters
that rescued the trapped occupant from the
other roof. Our hearts go out to the family,
who have lived in South Amboy for over
30 years and lost everything in this fire.
Thankfully, due to the quick thinking of
all the family members to get out quickly
and take refuge on the roof, no human life
was lost.
Thank you Chief Brett Coyle and all the
members of the South Amboy Fire Department for a job well done!

Aftermath-This is how the house located at 122 South Feltus St., South Amboy appeared
the day after the June 26th blaze. (Photo by Joe Lotkowictz)

Early Transportation In South Amboy
By Fran Fitzmorris

The year was 1910. At a town council
meeting at city hall, in late July, Mayor
Scully announced that on Tuesday, August
2, the trolley line run by the Jersey Central
Traction Co., who was already servicing the
city of Perth Amboy, would begin to service
South Amboy.
The Perth Amboy line would be extended as part of the Raritan River Bridge.
When this extension reached the South Amboy side, it would connect to Scott Avenue
in Mechanicsville. This line would then turn
east onto Stevens Avenue where it would
cross with the Public Service #1 trolley line.
This Public Service trolley had been the
first in South Amboy. It opened in August
of 1900. This line was 16 miles long and
connected South Amboy to New Brunswick
and many other towns in eastern Middlesex
County. Some of the towns were Sayreville,
South River and Milltown. Another one
of the lines connected Bordentown Ave. to
Main St. across Stevens Ave.
Another smaller trolley line was added
in 1911 on the west side of Pine Ave. This
new line went about a half mile on Pine
Ave. It passed Christ Church cemetery that
was, at that time, known as Doane Memorial Cemetery.
It was near the cemetery that the tracks
formed a “wye.” This is where the tracks
curved to the east. The trolley then backed
up onto the other side where it would be
facing north and then start its trip back to
New Brunswick. As the cars came back up
Pine Ave. to Bordentown, they made a quick
right turn following the main line down to

Broadway, where the trolley station was located on the west side of Broadway between
John and Henry St. A trolley track was also
added to help lessen the traffic jams at the
shore beaches of Morgan, Laurence Harbor
and Cliffwood Beach in the summer.
The American Railroad Co. bought out
the Jersey Central Traction Co. in 1917.
They continued to service the area for 6
years until July 28, 1923, when all the trolley
lines shut down.
What would replace the trolley lines?
Bus companies were becoming more and
more a sensible alternative to the trolley
system. The first bus company was Public
Service. This served South Amboy to New
Brunswick in 1923 with only 2 busses, the
#58 and the #2. What made these busses
unique were the two turn around spots to start
their return journey. One spot was located
up on Bordentown Ave. and Prospect St. and
the other at South Pine Ave. and Portia St.
The old Scully building, located on Stevens
Ave., became a repair shop for all makes of
cars in 1921. It also became the home for
the Red Bus Line from 1923-1926.
In 1926, the iconic Marathon Bus Co.
began bus service from the same building.
It served South Amboy to Perth Amboy. A
run also went to Mechanicsville as well as
to Laurence Harbor, Morgan and Cliffwood
Beach, especially in the summertime. This
company served the town until 1971. Since
1971, different bus companies have served
the town. Today everything is part of NJ
Transit.

Major General
James Morgan

(Information from South Amboy’s 50th Anniversary Program-1958)

Amboy Bankers Become
Builders For A Day

As part of the NJBankers Build Initiative, Amboy Bank employees are pictured
at a Neptune home that was damaged by
Hurricane Sandy and is being restored by
Coastal Habitat for Humanity. Amboy employees from left to right: Arlene Lemmerman, Len Casella, Cyndi Blier, Stan Koreyva,
Debby Skwiat, Brendan O’Loughlin, Kathy
Schlesinger, Gene Boitchenko, and above

Josh Rainone. Amboy Employees spent the
day at the home framing the new floor.
In addition to employees volunteering
their time, Amboy Bank made a $1,000 contribution to Coastal Habitat for Humanity to
help them restore the dozens of homes that
they are working on along the Jersey shore.
(Photo/Info Submitted)

A famous military man whose home
was called “Sancombe,” and was located
east of Route 35, and south of the Christ
Church Cemetery, was Major General James
Morgan, who fought in the Revolution, was
a member of the first Continental Congress,
and personal friend of George Washington.
His grave is on a hilly section of Morgan
(Morgan Family Cemetery), which was
once a part of the Morgan plantation. He
and his son were taken as prisoners in 1777
at Cheesequake. The General escaped
through the heroic efforts of his son, who
was for about a year, a prisoner of war in
the Old Sugar House in New York City.
Another son, Nicholas, was fatally shot at
Cheesequake by the British, when he was
on sentry duty.

1949-Three-year old Linnea Friberg
Stevenson had the chance to sit on the
hood of a South Amboy fire truck, while
wearing a firefighter’s hat. (Photo by Anna
Harris-Friberg)

Have A Safe Summer
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2014 JERSEY BOYS
STATE DELEGATES

Past Commander Richard Kosmoski
proudly announces the seven delegates from
Post 211 that have completed the American
Legion Jersey Boys State Program held at
Rider University this past June. The boys
that attended the program are: Alvin George,
Aakash Patel, Anuj Tevar, Adrian Lapinski,
Kwame Assoku, and Shalin Modi. The boys
just completed their junior year at Sayreville
War Memorial High School.
The boys were selected on their scholastic abilities along with their desire to foster
Americanism. The week long Boys State
Program began on June 22 and ran through
to Friday of that week. To be selected, boys
must be energetic and outgoing and be able
to get along with their peers. This program
is in its 69th year and is one of the most successful programs conducted by the American
Legion. The Boys State Programs have
produced many fine leaders over the years
from presidents of the United States (William
Clinton) to successful businessmen.
During their weeklong stay, the boys
work on establishing their own democratic
governments from the presidency down to
the local government officials. Since there are
only two political parties to be established,
the top spots are limited. If a boy chooses
not to seek a top seat in government, he will
then work diligently to see that his party
wins the election and reaps the rewards of
a winning party. Debates and speeches are
conducted just as would be in a real presidential election.
This is a learning experience that these
boys will take with them forever. The friendships that they make are a bond that only those
who attend can understand. Being selected as
a delegate and attending the program can be
a stepping stone in opening doors for these
young men in all of their future endeavors.
As chairman of the Jersey Boys State
Program, I am very proud of Alvin, Aakash,
Anuj, Adrian, Andrew, Kwame, and Shalin
for all they have accomplished thus far in
their young lives and look forward in following them through their college years and
the future beyond. We have given them the
tools for a successful life; it is up to them
to do the work.

Family Tradition
At Morgan First Aid

Going, Going, Gone! What the Next Generation Won’t Remember
Since the year 2000, we’ve gained
iPhones, GPS, Twitter, Facebook, and many
other services and devices. However, we’ve
also lost some things that we’ve grown up
with. In Going, Going, Gone, Maryanne
Christiano-Mistretta will take a walk down
memory lane and talk about products that
are either on their way out the door, or absolutely obsolete. Some may actually surprise
you! Christiano-Mistretta will also jolt your
memory remembering some cool products of
yesteryear such as the typewriter, the record
player, and Polaroid cameras. Come share

your views in this interactive lecture! Audience participation is greatly encouraged.
Join us at the Sayreville Public Library on
Monday, Aug. 4 from 6:30PM to 8:00PM.
All ages are welcome! For more information
or to register, contact Alaina at 732-727-0212
ex. 25, email her at alainad@lmxac.org, or
register online at sayrevillelibrary.org.
Maryanne Christiano-Mistretta is a
self-employed award-winning writer and
public speaker. Her work has appeared in
The Paterson Press, Westfield Alternative
Press, Millburn-Short Hills Alternative

Press, South Orange Alternative Press,
Maplewood Alternative Press, Suburban
Essex, The Patch, The Montclair Times, The
Jersey City Independent, Tattoo Review,
Punk Magazine, and Exit, to name a few.
Maryanne’s first book On the Guest List:
Adventures of a Music Journalist is available
on Amazon. Her second book, Love Cats,
will be published in early 2015. Maryanne
lives in Union County, New Jersey, with her
husband and cat, Derick.

Nick Weber was one of the original
founding members of the Morgan First Aid
Squad. Initially, the Sayreville Emergency
Squad was the only one in the Borough, and
it took so long to answer calls at the Morgan
end of Sayreville because of its location, that
it was time to build one on the other side of
town. Nick, along with other charter members through much hard work and dedication
built the Morgan First Aid Squad.
Nick’s daughter Tracy, remembers
going to the original squad building, and
“cleaning ambulances.” She said, “Friendships are still going strong 40 plus years
later, and most original members are now
in their 70’s and 80’s.
Nick’s grandson, Nicholas Weber has
kept the Weber family tradition alive, and
is now a member of the Morgan First Aid
Squad. He was selected “First Aider of the
Year” by the Sayreville Knights of Columbus, and according to Aunt Tracy, “he loves
volunteering with the squad.” Nick is very
proud of his only grandson for answering the
call to become a Morgan First Aid member.
Tracy recalled many years ago when “At 3
a.m., the Plectron woke us up almost nightly,
which was followed by my dad running out
the door for another emergency call.”
The Weber family has done so much for
Morgan and the surrounding communities
through their volunteering with the Morgan
First Aid Squad and more. A special thank
you is extended to Nick Weber, Nicholas
Weber, and family for all the wonderful
things you have done through the years for
the people of the area.

VENETIAN EMBRACES THE FUTURE OF
LONG-TERM CARE

The new Venetian Care & Rehabilitation
Center, set to open on the South Amboy waterfront in August, will provide a progressive
approach to care by welcoming residents
to nine ‘neighborhoods’ within the center,
each with a team of dedicated care partners
trained to tailor daily life and activities to
individual preferences.
“By establishing physical neighborhoods in the Venetian, we have literally built
the building from the ground up to provide
person-directed care to residents in a true
home - where they can continue to live
comfortably and grow,” said Hyman Jacobs,
CEO of Windsor Healthcare Communities,
which owns the new Venetian and nine other
nursing homes across New Jersey. The new
home is scheduled to open in August.
Mr. Jacobs described the Venetian as a
model for the future of long-term care. In
a departure from the hospital-like setting
that comes to mind at the mention of the
word “nursing home,” the Venetian has
no stark, long corridors. There are three
neighborhoods on each floor, each with its
own living area, pantry and spa for showering. The neighborhoods allow residents
more personalized spaces and more choice
throughout the day.
For example, the spa in each neighborhood provides more privacy than a communal
shower, with private areas to undress and
bathe. There are spaces where residents can
keep their toiletries, and vanities for putting
on makeup. Also in keeping with the person-focused care, residents will be able to
choose when to bathe rather than keeping to
a schedule dictated by the staff. The same
is true for waking, bedtime and mealtimes.
Food choices and access to food are
important to quality of life for nursing home
residents, so in addition to community dining
rooms, each neighborhood in the Venetian
has a full kitchen with an oven, stove, microwave and refrigerator. Residents will be
able to help themselves to a snack in between
meals and help cook a meal on occasion.
“Each neighborhood is built like a home.
It’s a setting that enables our care partners
to provide truly personalized care,” said
Batsheva Katz, vice president of Windsor
Healthcare Communities. “The neighborhoods allow residents and care partners to
have the same quality of interactions that
friends and neighbors do at home,” she
added.
Rather than a top-down, task-oriented
focus with a one-size-fits-all schedule, the
staff offers care based on relationships, which
is more suitable for providing individualized
needs. Neighborhoods are divided into
smaller households, where each household
has its own consistent team of care partners.
Households are self-led by residents and
care partners, emphasizing identity and
autonomy.
“When you’re in your neighborhood,

you’re at home. It’s where you live, where
you do things, where your friends are. You
may leave to go outside for a barbecue,
but when you come back, you’re not just
returning to your room. It’s your whole
community, and that creates a sense of security and belonging for many residents,”
Ms. Katz said.
“When someone asks me where I live,
I say the name of my community,” related
Joshua Jacobs, Vice President at Windsor.
“We want our residents to feel that same sense
of community, belonging, and pride in their
neighborhood at Venetian. Instead of living
in Room 210, for example, our residents will
live at an address, like 210 Twig Street, in
the Willow neighborhood.”
Each floor of the newly-constructed,
93,000 square foot home has a different
theme. The first floor theme is trees, symbolizing continued growth during one’s elder
years. The neighborhoods on that floor are
Willow, Fern and Oak, each with its own
color scheme. Distinctive artwork gives
each neighborhood its own identity while
providing visual cues to help residents
with dementia stay oriented when changing floors or moving through different
neighborhoods.
The Venetian also offers residents
many other community spaces outside the
neighborhoods, including a gift shop, a
non-denominational chapel, multiple dining rooms, recreational areas, libraries and
outdoor gardens. Outside the home, residents
can take advantage of the Venetian’s location, next to the South Amboy YMCA and
within walking distance of downtown, the
train station and two parks on the waterfront
promenade, with scenic views and entertainment opportunities.
About Windsor Healthcare:
A family-owned company, Windsor
Healthcare Communities provides clinically
sophisticated sub-acute care, as well as comprehensive nursing care, in ten homes located
throughout New Jersey, where we are leading
the state in our adoption of a more enlightened philosophy of “life after adulthood.”
At Windsor Healthcare Communities, we
honor people first, value relationships, and
treat our Elders and employee care partners
like family. This family commitment is our
measure for outstanding, quality care—in
our communities, we strive to do things as
we would do them at home.
Windsor Healthcare Communities
include Abingdon Care & Rehabilitation
Center in Green Brook, Ashbrook in Scotch
Plains, Briarwood in South Amboy, Buckingham at Norwood, Canterbury in Cedar
Grove, Cornell Hall in Union, Llanfair House
in Wayne, Windsor Gardens in East Orange,
Merwick in Plainsboro and the Venetian in
South Amboy.
Please visit www.windsorhealthcare.
org for more information.

The St. Mary’s High School Class of 1954 held its 60th Class Reunion Luncheon at Share
Café in Hazlet on June 28. Many attended the event, traveling from as far away as Ohio,
and Florida. (Photo/info from Marge Gorczyca)
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Flea Market
Aug. 16

Sayreville Ladies Auxiliary 4699 will
be holding a Flea Market on Aug. 16, rain
date Aug. 17 from 8 a.m. to 3 p.m. Reserve
your space now for $15 by calling Lorraine
Rock at 609-448-2587.

OLV Senior Group
Niagara Falls Trip

Looking Back,
Moving Forward—a
Musical Odyssey

Join The Counterclockwise Ensemble
at Sayreville Public Library for a unique
listening experience that combines the
intimacy and instrumentation of chamber
music with the energy and vitality of a
rock concert. Evoking the mood and spirit
of both European and American classical
masterpieces, the Ensemble will take you
on a sonic journey that draws much of its
inspiration from the natural beauty of the
American landscape in full bloom and the

hearty music of its people in celebration. This
is was originally scheduled in January but
was cancelled due to snow.
All ages are welcome to attend this
special event on Monday, July 14 from 1:00
to 2:00PM. The Counterclockwise Ensemble
is a guitar, strings and percussion quintet
that plays contemporary American chamber
music. Equally at home in a variety of genres,
the group primarily plays the compositions
of guitarist Rich Stein, sprinkling in pieces
by Holst, Copland, Saint-Saens and Brahms
as well as traditional American and Irish folk
tunes into their sets. The current ensemble
includes Rich Stein (guitar), Andrew and
Rebecca Perea (orchestral strings), Glen
Saunders (double bass) and Jim Mansfield
(percussion).
Register online, contact Alaina at 732727-0212 ex. 25, or email her at alainad@
lmxac.org for more information.

Local Wildlife
(Photos by Tom Burkard)

This beautiful egret caught some attention at the Kennedy Park A family of geese swim in perfect formation at the South Amboy
Lake during the Borough of Sayreville’s huge Independence Day Water Works.
Celebration.

The OLV Senior Group is sponsoring a
trip to Niagara Falls from Monday, September 8th to Friday, September 12th 2014. The
price of the trip includes: 4 nights lodging
in Niagara Falls, Canada, 4 breakfasts, and
4 full course dinners including a dinner at
the revolving Skylon Tower and the “Oh”
Canada Eh?! Dinner Show. Also included
are all day tours of Niagara, including Niagara-on-the-Lake, all day tour of Toronto
including Casa Loma. The group will also
ride the Maid of the Mist Road ride and tour
of the falls. We will also visit Welland Canal,
see the beautiful floral Clock and tour the FX
Chocolates and go to the Niagara Fallsview
Casino. All taxes and meal gratuities are
included along with the motor transportation and bus driver’s gratuity. Please contact
Geri for reservations or further information
at 732-257-4351.

cies

How to Cope with Heat Emergen-

The summer sun can lift our spirits
and warm our bodies. Every year summer
also brings heat exhaustion and death when
people get too hot, for too long.
“When the heat and humidity both rise
above 90 degrees, about four to ten cases of
heat-related illness show up each day in the
emergency room at Brigham and Women’s
Hospital in Boston,” says Stephen Bohan,
M.D., clinical director of the department.
“That’s as high as any other single complaint.”
Heat exhaustion is the most common
syndrome complicating physical exertion
in warm or hot weather. Both the degree
of outside temperature and the intensity
of physical activity play important roles.
Intense physical exertion in moderately
warm weather may be as dangerous in this
regard as moderate exertion in hot weather.
Heavy sweating resulting in dehydration,
excessive hyperthermia, and failing cardiovascular functions causes symptoms of
heat exhaustion.
On average, 371 people die each year
in the U.S. of “excessive heat exposure”
according to the U.S. Center for Disease
Control and Prevention statistics from 1979
through 1997, the most recent available. The
death rate among people age 65 and older is
three times the average.
The age groups most adversely affected
by the heat are small children, the elderly,
and those infirmed and bothered by mental
illness. Among people who are not elderly
or impaired, the most common heat emergencies occur when people exercise at midday,
between 10 a.m. and 3 p.m. on hot humid
days, and don’t drink enough fluids.
The body’s cooling mechanism depends
on evaporating perspiration, but if the humidity is really high that can’t happen and those
people become rapidly hypothermic.
As always, an ounce of prevention is
worth a pound of cure! Drink plenty of fluids
before, during and after exercising; wear
lightweight, light-colored clothing. If you
feel not only hot, but lightheaded or weak
as well, it may be time to seek help.
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Gone Fishin’

Cash Kim, is pictured performing an outstanding version of “Amazing Grace” at the South
Amboy Knights of Columbus Council #426 Open Mic Night in June. Cash was a huge hit
with the crowd, and performed several other songs to their delight. The multi-talented Kim
is also the owner of Fred’s Bait & Tackle Shop on Rt. 35 in Morgan, and in addition, is a
lieutenant with the Sayreville Police Reserves. (Photo/story by Tom Burkard)

While fishing on their father’s boat, the “Barbara S,” Chris Seaman (r) caught two striped
bass, weighing in at 18 lbs. and 15 lbs., while his brother Paul (l) caught a 15-pounder. It
was a good day of fishing for the boys. (Photo/info submitted by Joe Lotkowictz)

Pat Brinamen
Remembered

Patricia “Pat” Brinamen, 74, of South
Amboy died on July 21. She was a member
and Past President of the South Amboy Elementary School PTA, and also a member of
one of the original women’s softball teams
in the South Amboy Women’s Slow Pitch
League, The Hawks in 1976. She later played
for Julian’s Jewels. She was a wonderful
lady with a pleasant personality, and kind
word for everyone. Pat will be missed, but
never forgotten.

Yoga for Back
Health

Out for a ride through town in a vintage 1923 Ford pickup truck is Elena Wahler (l) and her
nephew Danny Purcell (r), the driver. They are pictured by the circle at Waterfront Park.
(Photo by Tom Burkard)

STEPHEN YOULL EXHIBITION

Commemorating Dowdell Library’s
Centennial Year
One of today’s leading science fiction
artists, Stephen Youll, a New Jersey resident,
will be presenting an extraordinary exhibition at the Dowdell Library of South Amboy
July 29th through September 15th. Originally, he painted in acrylics, then switched
to oils. He currently works with computer
graphics. In addition to the art exhibition,
Dowdell Library is planning a special reception on Tuesday, August 12 from 7 – 8:30
pm to commemorate the library’s 100th
anniversary. All are welcome!
Stephen was born in Hartlepool, England, and at a very early age he knew he
wanted to become an artist. He studied art
at Durham New College of Art and Design,
and then furthered his art education at Sunderland University. After graduating with
a distinction in Illustration, he worked as a
reconstruction artist at Durham Cathedral,
one of England’s most historic and important
Norman Cathedrals. In 1987 he exhibited
his science fiction work for the first time
at the World Science Fiction Convention in
Brighton, England. Stephen Youll ended up
getting much cover assignments that he was
able to freelance full time.
Stephen’s art has been exhibited
throughout the United States and England
and he has received many awards; including
Best Artist, Best in Show, and Best Professional Artist. Barnes and Noble picked Stephen to represent the ‘best science fiction artist’ for their on-web interviews; he has been
Artist Guest of Honor at Boscon in 1998, as
well as Artist Guest of Honor at the World
Science Fiction Convention in Philadelphia
in 2001. His work has been exhibited at the
Smithsonian, and his painting “Speaking
in Tongues” is hanging in the Science Fiction Museum in Seattle, Washington. Many
private collectors have his original art work,
including George Lucas who now owns six

of his Star Wars paintings. He has a hard
cover book featuring over a hundred of his
favorite paintings and sketches that is titled
“The Art of Stephen Youll: Paradox”.
Furthermore, Stephen Youll has been
nominated many times by the Association of
Science Fiction and Fantasy Artists for Best
Paperback and Best Hardback covers. In addition, Steve has been awarded certificates
of merit and has exhibited at the Society of
Illustrators. His work has also been shown
at the Illustration House in Manhattan. In
1996, he was presented with a Gold Award
by the Magazine and Book Sellers News
Stand cover competition for most outstanding cover of the year for “Tales of Jabba’s
Palace.” Stephen Youll’s creative artwork
can be found on numerous hardback, trade,
and mass market book covers. The many
clients he has worked for include: Bantam
Books, Warner Books, Tor Books, Avon
Books, Ballantine Books, Penguin Books,
Daw Books, Pocket Books, Harper Collins,
DC Comics, Dark Horse Comics, the IBM
Corporation, Sony, and Universal Studios.
His work may be found in the Spectrum art
books, the Universes of Margaret Weis and
Tracy Hickman: Realms of Dragons, as
well as in Infinite Worlds, and the Fantastic
Visions of Science Fiction Art. There have
been abundant magazine articles written
about his work in Art Scene International,
Film Fanaddict, Realms of Fantasy, Science
Fiction Age, and Airbrush Action.
The Dowdell Library is adjacent to
the South Amboy High School on O’Leary
Blvd. Directions: www.dowdell.org. The
Stephen Youll Exhibition may viewed during library hours: Monday, Tuesday, and
Thursday 10 am – 8 pm; Wednesday and
Friday 10 am – 5 pm.
For additional information, contact
the library at comments@dowdell.org or
732-721-6060

Is your back in desperate need of some
tender loving care? If so, enjoy this yoga
session tailored to improving the health of
your back! Learn how simple yoga moves
and poses can provide some relief from the
pain many of us suffer from on a daily basis. Join us at the Sayreville Public Library
on Wednesday, Aug. 27, from 12:00PM to
1:00PM. Important Information: Please note
that while this is intended to improve the
health of your back, it is not recommended
for people with serious medical conditions.
Most of the yoga will be done on the floor.
Attendees should bring a mat or towel and
water. Ages 18+ are welcome! For more
information or to register, contact Alaina at
732-727-0212 ex. 25, email her at alainad@
lmxac.org, or register online at sayrevillelibrary.org.
Denise Morgan is a Professional Yoga
Instructor, Shaman, Lightworker, Paranormal Investigator, Intuitive, Teacher, Medium,
Certified Personal Trainer, and Exercise
Instructor.

Fishing Flashes
By Teo “Weebles” Weber

Salt Water
Local beach fishing is mostly Bluefish.
I checked Cliffwood and Ideal beaches and
talked to a few people who told me the fishing is slow. It’s the same on party boats that
fish for Blues. The fishing was so slow that
they wound up on the bottom going for Sea
Bass and Fluke. They did have a few good
days but the Bluefish were so small it was
like going for Snapper Blues you could catch
off a dock. Fluke fishing, especially in the
bay, is interesting. The keepers you do catch
are real nice size. Some have been 10-11
pounds. The rest are shorts and many very
close to the 18 inch size limit. There have
not been too many Sea Robins so far this
year. There have been quite a few Smooth
Dogfish-locally known as Sand Sharks, to
keep the rods bending. Striped Bass are
still being caught at Island Beach and other
locations to our south mostly at night in the
surf. Some Bluefish continue to be caught
in the surf. A few Kingfish are being caught
but it’s not a good year for them. Someone
fishing for Fluke from his own boat caught
a Remora or as it’s more common name is
Shark Sucker, in the bay in back of Beach
Haven. Both Brown and Sand Tigers sharks
have been caught at night, however they
cannot be kept.
Fresh Water
My wife and I tried fishing for Trout in
the Pequest the second week in June. Due
to very high, off color water conditions, we
may as well have stayed home as we didn’t
get a single bite! Most people stopped fishing for Trout in the hot weather as the fish
got stressed out. Bass, Pickerel, Carp and
Panfish are still worth trying for in all bodies of water statewide. Shad fishing is over;
some Pike are being caught in the Passaic
River near Route 46.

Free Concerts

Middlesex County Office of Parks &
Recreation will present the following FREE
concerts at Raritan Bay Waterfront Park this
summer: All shows are at the South Amboy/
Sayreville Beach Front on Wednesdays from
6:30-8:30 p.m.
July 30-Bernie Goydish’s Jersey Polka
Stars-Polka & Variety Music
August 6-Danny V.’s 52nd Street BandA tribute to Billy Joel
August 13-Rave On Band-The hits of
Buddy Holly & Roy Orbison
August 20-Zydeco-A-Go-Go-New
Orleans style Rhythm & Blues, plus 40’s,
jump, jazz & swing
August 27-The Tim Gillis Band (The
greatest in Country Music)
*In case of inclement weather, you will
be directed to the South Amboy Middle/HS
Auditorium by park rangers.
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Obituaries

Albert, Ann, 91, of Sayreville died on
July 8.
Appell, Albert E., 85, of Sayreville died
on June 23.
Beres, John, 91, of Sayreville died on
July 9.
Brinamen, Patricia O’Brien 74, of South
Amboy died on July 21.
Brint, James B., 50, of South Amboy
died on July 15.
Cannon, Joseph B., 87, formerly of
South Amboy died on July 8.
Connors, Constance S., 72, formerly of
Sayreville died on July 3.
Dober, Joan M., of Sayreville died on
June 22.
Dryzga, Irene R., 90, of Parlin died on
June 24.
Hawes, Mary Dowling, 99, of South
Amboy died on June 27.
Heimall, Donald, 54, of Sayreville died
on July 4.
Heindle, William A., 76, formerly of
Parlin died on June 24.
Kerr, Mary “Peggy” M. McCabe, 82,
of Sayreville died on June 30.
Koflanovich, Andrew, 87, of Sayreville
died on July 18.
LaBuffe, Luciano L., 78, of South Amboy died on May 13.
Musarra, Frank J., 72, of Parlin died
on June 23.
Nicorvo, Anthony, 67, of Sayreville
died on June 17.
Pawlowski, Renata M. Zeh, 93, formerly
of Sayreville died on June 19.
Powers, Margaret M., 96, of South
Amboy died on June 30.
Roberts, Anne K., 76, formerly of
Sayreville died on June 22.
Volk, Irene M. Krygier, 83, of South
Amboy died on July 17.
Walters, William J. Sr., 77, of South
Amboy died on July 17.
Zebro, Marie Detmer, 99, of Sayreville
died on June 19.

Sister Eileen C. Smith, 94, formerly of South
Amboy died on June 26. She was a French
teacher at St. Mary’s High School in the
1960’s, and back then was known as Sister
Mary Kateri. She celebrated her 25th Jubilee
while at the school in 1967.

A Brief History Of
Melrose Hose Co. No. 1
(As excerpted from the 50th Anniversary1972 program)

NOTICE

South Amboy-Sayreville NonProfit organizations—Churches—
Schools—Fire Companies—First Aid
Squads, etc.
Please do not send flyers to us, or
call on the phone about your upcoming
events, and expect us to rewrite them
into news release form to print in The
SA Times.
We are only too happy to give you
FREE publicity, but do not have time to
retype the flyer into a release for you,
and then put it in the paper. Please type

Many Sundays ago, several thousand
give or take, a few of the boys in the Northeast
section of Sayreville gathered at the corner
and decided the Melrose section of town
needed a fire company. Being men of action, a meeting place was found, crude seats
were located, and finally on Dec. 9, 1921, a
meeting to select officers was held. It was
at this meeting that a petition was drawn
asking the Borough Council to officially
recognize this group. Mr. J. Pero and Mr.
J. Andrejewski, remembered the first hose
cart, the then called Sayreville Hose Co. No.
1 owned. It was a $5 item purchased from
DuPont, and at the first council meeting in
Jan. 1922, the Borough Council approved
the request of the residents of Melrose and
granted the boys at the corner a charter to
form a fire company. No immediate funds
were available, but the council did send up a
used Street Department truck. Many hours
were spent working on the truck, and donated
equipment arrived piece by piece, chemical
tanks, hose, bell, and the like. Over 800 hours
were spent fitting the No. 1 Day Elder truck
to make it ready for action. Soon as it was
completed early in 1923, the truck assisted
the South Amboy Fire Dept. in quelling a
gun-powder blaze at the city docks. There
were other exciting adventures such as the
bumpy railroad tracks near DuPont, which
caused acid bottles to shatter and left the fire
extinguishing part of the engine useless as it
arrived at a fire near Miller’s Corner.

South Amboy’s Ken Rogers:
An Amazing Life
(Continued from page 1)

up in the Mechanicsville section of
South Amboy. At the top of Wilmont St.,
there was a baseball field, close to the Rogers family homestead, and Ken, along with
his brother Walt were crazy about sports,
especially baseball, and spent many hours
during the spring and summer playing baseball at the field. It is most likely that their
father, Walt Sr., a South Amboy Policeman
and former talented minor league baseball
pitcher, encouraged them to pursue their
baseball dreams.
The Rogers brothers went on to play
baseball and basketball for Hoffman HS, with
Walt winning the county basketball scoring
title in 1942, and leading the baseball team
in hitting, while Ken pitched very well for
the Guvs, but received little support as far
as run support or strong defense, yet was
selected All-State.
Following graduation in 1942, both
boys, who were very patriotic, enlisted in the
US Navy, and saw action during World War
II. Ken was stationed in the Pacific Islands
for three years, serving at Eniwetok, Tinian
and Iwo Jima. Walt and Ken both had tryouts
with Major League baseball teams following
their military obligations, and Walt signed
with the Brooklyn Dodgers, while Ken went
with the New York Yankees.
Walt had a highly- successful career,
playing several years at the Triple-A level,
and just missing a shot at the big leagues,
while Ken played for 6 years in the minor
leagues, compiling an outstanding record
of 63 wins and 37 losses, .630 pct., before
hanging up his spikes for the final time at 26
years old because of an arm injury. He had
many memorable moments in professional
baseball, playing with and against some of
the biggest names in the history of the game.
Probably the best performance in his superb
career came against the powerful Brooklyn
Dodgers in a 1949 exhibition game. He
was pitching for the Macon Peaches (South
Atlantic League) team, and throttled Brooklyn for the first 4 innings, allowing only 1
hit, while striking out 4. His most notable
strikeouts were, Major League Baseball’s
first African-American player, the legendary
Jackie Robinson, who Rogers baffled with a
big-breaking curveball, getting him to take
a called third strike. Robinson of course,
went on to the Baseball Hall-of-Fame at
Cooperstown, NY. Shortstop Pee Wee
Reese, a perennial National League All-Star,
who also made it to the Hall-of-Fame, was
also a strikeout victim of Rogers.
Ken also pitched for Easton and Amsterdam both Yankee farm teams, Flint (Detroit
Tigers), and the Birmingham Barons (Boston
Red Sox).
When his baseball career ended, Ken, a
talented carpenter started his own business
and called it Ken Rogers Builder, and for 43
years prior to retiring, he built many beautiful
homes throughout the area.

In 1947, Ken Rogers, a New York Yankee
farmhand, won 18 games for Amsterdam
in the Canadian-American League. (Photo
courtesy of Tom Rogers)

In addition he loved flying and became
a licensed airplane pilot, and enjoyed taking
photos from the air of the local communities.
Rogers really loved South Amboy and
its people, and in November 1972, jumped
into the political arena, winning the city
council seat for the 1st Ward. He was actively involved in just about everything that
was happening in “The Pleasant Little City,”
and was always there to help his constituents
when they were in need. He served in office
through 1976.
In the early 1980’s he and his son Tom
took on a major job of repairing St. Mary’s
Church. Tom recalled that “There was no
blueprint, and the church columns were out
of line, so we went in and dissected the building to find out where the timbers were and
what the structure was like. The engineer
then made a blueprint from the information
we gave them.” The job was extremely difficult, as Ken and Tom had to work in the
very low, dirt covered, dusty crawl space
beneath the church that ran from St. Patrick’s
Hall to the bell tower in front. One of Ken’s
proudest moments was when they discovered
a beautiful artifact—a 28-star American flag,
which he made a beautiful glass case and
donated it to St. Mary’s Church. The flag
now rests in the back of the church on the
left side as you enter.
Ken was also a very religious man, who
served as an usher at the 8 a.m. Sunday Mass
for many years.
In recent years he traveled around the
country with his son Tom, and one of his
favorite trips was to Pearl Harbor, Hawaii.
The World War II veteran was one of the
most patriotic Americans you could ever
meet. He wrote a few articles through the
years for The SA Times, where he recalled
his time in the military, and you could just
tell how proud he was to have served for
his country.
St. Mary’s Pastor Father Dennis
Weezorak, who gave the eulogy at Ken’s
funeral on the Fourth of July, noted “how
appropriate it is to have the service on this
day for Ken.” Both Ken and his late wife
Julia will be buried at Arlington National
Cemetery, Virginia in September.
Ken Rogers was truly an amazing
gentleman who accomplished so much in his
lifetime. I was honored to have known “The
Big Right Hander” as I called him, through
the years, and call him a good friend. We
did several memorable interview that either
appeared in The SA Times or the old South
Amboy Citizen, and his terrific stories could
have been in a best-selling book.
Although he was never inducted into
Baseball’s Hall of Fame at Cooperstown, you
can bet that he gained entry into God’s Hall
of Fame in heaven as a unanimous first ballot
selection. God bless Ken Rogers!

2007-Ken Rogers pictured at the Grand
Opening of a Sports Card Shop on Broadway
in South Amboy. Ken signed autographs
along with Allie Clark, and Rudy Neumann.
Notice Ken’s baseball cap from the Baseball
Hall of Fame. (Photo by Brian Stratton)
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South Amboy/Sayreville Summer Parks
And Recreation Programs
(Photos by Tom Burkard)

South Amboy youngsters have a great time playing at August Charmello Park on Conlogue
Ave. during the Summer Arts & Crafts program.

Youngsters have a fun time relaxing playing cards and Chess at Burke’s Park in Sayreville
as part of the Borough’s Summer Recreation program.

Children had a great time learning softball tips from instructors Lynn Marie Olender Lawson
and Amanda Olender, at the Borough of Sayreville Softball Clinic.

South Amboy Park Counselor Emily Trzeciak, shows children how to properly hold the whiffle
ball bat during the Summer Program at August Charmello Park on Conlogue Ave.
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