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South Amboy St.
Patrick’s Parade
Honorees Named

The tradition lives on in South Amboy,
with the announcement of the 2015 Saint
Patrick’s Day Parade and its honorees. Stepoff for this year’s parade is scheduled for
2:00 pm on Saturday, March7th ,with South
Amboy businessman and community leader,
Mr. Hugh Rone owner of The Gundrum
Service “Home for Funerals” serving as this
year’s Grand Marshal. A U.S. Navy veteran
and member of the American Legion Post 62
in South Amboy, Hugh is also a long-time
parishioner and active member of St. Mary
Church. He has given his time and talent to
countless community groups, including the
South Amboy AOH, Knights of Columbus
Council 426, BPO Elks Lodge 784, and the
Irish American Association of South Amboy.
The parade committee invites the town and
all its neighbors to join Hugh along with
his wife Barbara, children Ryan and Sean
Moran, Randi and James Simonetti, Regan
Rone, and Riley Rone and grandchildren
Maisie and Rory Moran and Anthony and
James Simonetti, as we celebrate St. Patrick’s
Day, and our great Irish heritage, (whether
you’re Irish or not!)
In addition to Grand Marshal, parade
honorees include Mrs. Phyllis Stratton serving as Deputy Grand Marshal. Phyllis is a
graduate of Woodbridge High School and
Rutgers University, She is a Teacher at South
Amboy Middle/High School and has served
the community as a Girl Scout/Brownie
Leader, President of the South Amboy PTO
and Tee Ball Coach. In addition Phyllis has
Co-Directed with her husband of 30 yearsBrian, eight Musical Productions with The
South Amboy High School Players. They
also both Co-Coached The Cardinal McCarrick HS Girls Tennis Team for the past three
years. Marching with her will be husband
Brian, her children Matthew, Samantha and
Scott and her Mother In-Law Marlene Letwenski, and her extended family and friends.
Marching in spirit are her parents, George
and Dorothy Jesberger, and her Father In
Law Louis Letwenski.

Vol. 24 Issue 3
Carney Wins Hero
Award

Members of the Mechanicsville Hose Co. proudly hold the trophy for winning the Best
Decorated Emergency Vehicle at the annual Holiday Tree Lighting/Fire/First Aid Truck
Parade on Dec. 17. South Amboy Mayor Fred Henry is pictured (r), and incoming Fire
Chief Mike Geraltowski, who will be sworn in on Jan. 1st, is shown kneeling. (Photo by
Brian Stratton)

Parlin letter carrier, Nayna Carney received a prestigious Hero Award from U.S.
Postal Service Northern New Jersey District
Manager Steven Hernandez for saving the
life of a Parlin woman on Aug. 29. Carney
who has delivered mail for 4 years to the
Surrey Lane neighborhood, knew that the
senior citizen, was on oxygen and noticed her
mail hadn’t been taken in from the previous
day. She knocked on a neighbor’s home but
no one answered, and then went to another
residence, where she called and spoke with
Sayreville Police Officer Brian Gay. He
said he checked with other neighbors to
see if anyone had a key to the lady’s home,
but had no luck. Officer Gay, who was also
instrumental in the woman’s rescue, then
removed a screen, opened a window, climbed
in, and found the lady lying on the floor. She
had fallen the night before and couldn’t get
up. He then contacted an ambulance, and
got her the help that she needed.
For her fine efforts, Nayna was honored
at a surprise ceremony at the Parlin Post
Office. She was praised for her heroism
by Steven Hernandez, U.S. Postal Service
Northern New Jersey District Manager,
Michael Rizzolo, Post Office Operations
Manager, U.S. Postal Service Northern New
Jersey District, Parlin Postmaster Eduardo
Lopez, and Sayreville Mayor Kennedy
O’Brien, along with family, friends and coworkers. Congratulations, Nayna for your
well-deserved award, and also to Officer
Brian Gay for his exemplary service to the
community!

Barry Gomolka
Stars In Play

U.S. Army veteran Dave Boyd prepares to throw a memorial wreath into the Raritan Bay,
honoring those who were killed at Pearl Harbor on Dec. 7, 1941. The solemn memorial
tribute is held annually by American Legion Luke A. Lovely Post #62, South Amboy. See
more photos on pages 9 and 11. (Photo by Tom Burkard)

(Continued on page 22)

Fundraiser
Basketball
Games—Dec. 20

The great South Amboy basketball rivalry between local high schools, St. Mary’s
and Hoffman would always pack the house
at St. Mary’s gym or the Hoffman gym on
George St., better known as the “Band Box”
because of its small size. That was years
ago, and the school names have changed
(but not the nicknames). This year marks
the second year for this great night of basketball between South Amboy Governors and
Cardinal McCarrick/St. Mary’s Eagles, all
to raise funds, and help brighten the holiday
season for local needy families.
On Saturday, Dec. 20th, The Friends
of South Amboy will sponsor a night of
fundraiser basketball games for these South
Amboy families. The 3 games scheduled
between South Amboy HS and Cardinal
McCarrick/St. Mary’s HS will all be held
at South Amboy HS gym located at 200
Governors Way. Game times are as follows:
4 p.m.—Boys JV; 5:30—Girls Varsity; 8
p.m.—Boys Varsity. The Hoffman/South
Amboy HS All-Time leading scorers, Lynn
Ust and Ed Behnen will be honored between
the varsity games. For tickets and information on donations, contact Tom Reilly at
732-721-0853.

Barry Gomolka formerly of Morgan and
a 1970 St. Mary’s High School graduate,
recently starred in the lead role of the classic
Christmas play, “A Christmas Carol,” at The
Candlelight Theatre in Wilmington, Delaware.
Barry is pictured above portraying “Scrooge.”
See more on page 15. (Photo courtesy of
Sue Gomolka)
This building, which was located at the corner of Old Spye Rd. and Route 35 South in Morgan,
and was home to Joe’s Kozy Bar, Club Bene, and Krome, is pictured being demolished
recently. A plan by developer Highview Homes to build a residential rental community is
now in place. There will be 148 rental units, a 2,820 square foot clubhouse and a pool.
The break-down on the rental units is 22 age-restricted units, 59 two-bedroom units, and
67 one-bedroom units. (Photo by Tom Burkard)

Club Bene Demolished
By Steve Schmid

The tearing down of the former Club
Bene nightclub at Route 35 and Old Spye
Road in the Morgan section of Sayreville
marks the end of an exciting time in New
Jersey entertainment history. Club Bene
was run by cigar smoking Joe Beninato Sr.
who booked many top entertainers in the
1970s when many New Jersey theaters were
shutting down or showing porn and Atlantic
City had not yet begun its revival with casino gambling. Club Bene gained a national
reputation in the 1980s when Howard Stern
and Regis Philbin started to reference them

on their shows. Other performers who graced
the Club Benet stage include Jon Bon Jovi,
George Carlin, Ramones, Warren Zevon,
Jay Leno, Pat Cooper, Tony Bennett, Dean
Martin, Jerry Vale, and Al Martino, Since the
club closed its doors in 2004, the building
has been sitting on vacant land owned by the
Sayreville Economic and Redevelopment
Agency. Plans call for developer Highview
Homes to build 148 rental units which include 22 age restricted units, 67 one bedroom
units, and 59 two bedroom units.
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Talk Of The Towns
By Tom Burkard

In Memoriam
Thomas Shipley Thomas, 62, formerly
of South Amboy died on Nov. 14. A 1971
St. Mary’s HS graduate, he was a sexton at
Christ Episcopal Church, South Amboy, and
also a member of the Vestry & Worship Committee. In addition, he was Superintendent
of Christ Church Cemetery. His father was
the late Rev. John Thomas. In the 1980’s,
Thomas was a popular bartender at Bev’s
Cozy Corner, and was affectionately nicknamed “Chip.” Bernard Reszkowski, 86, of
South Amboy died on Nov. 19. He was a
U.S. Army World War II veteran, and a great
guy who will be missed. John Coan Jr., 66,
formerly of South Amboy died on Nov. 22.
His career spanned many areas of real estate.
He also worked as municipal tax assessor and
private tax appraiser, along with working for
the NJ Dept. of Environmental Protection.
From 1996-2001, he was a commissioner
on the Ocean County Tax Board. As a
teenager, John was a member of Coach Joe
McCarthy’s 1964 Mechanicsville Fire Co.,
South Amboy Babe Ruth League baseball
championship team. Patricia Attardi, 80, of
South Amboy died on Nov. 25. She was a
fine lady respected and admired by all, and
worked as an Administrative Assistant for
Middlesex County Mental Health Clinic
in Perth Amboy before retiring. Madaline
Thompson, 96, of Parlin died on Nov. 28.
She was past president of Sayreville K of C
Council 2061 Columbiettes. Harold “Red”
Murphy, 90, of South Amboy died on Nov.
30. He was the popular owner/operator of
Murphy’s City Service of South Amboy for
65 years before his retirement. “Red” was
also a U.S. Navy World War II veteran, who
served on the U.S.S. Ebert. He touched so
many lives in such a positive manner. Anna
Woznica, 85, of South Amboy died on Nov.
30. A very special, kind-hearted Mechanicsville lady, she worked for Ward Products
in South Amboy for 20 years before her
retirement. Michael Brennan, 73, formerly
of South Amboy died on Nov. 12. He was a
South Amboy Policeman, and then joined the
New Jersey State Police, where he remained
and retired as a Principal Inspector.
May their loved ones cherish the memories they left forever. God Bless them.

Pleasant Little
Trivia
By Tom Burkard

1. In 1968, what was the name of the bar
in South Amboy that is now the Landmark? a. Keg & Cork b. Corner Pub c. The
Sportsman’s Inn
2. What year was the John Zdanewicz Park
on Sixth St. in South Amboy dedicated? a.
1975 b. 1977 c. 1981
3. President of the South Amboy Senior
Citizens Club in ’84? a. Casper Poetsch b.
Dorothy Powers c. Mary Kilarney
4. What year was the Lions Den fire in South
Amboy? a. 1980 b. 1983 c. 1985
5. In 1986, who replaced Natalie Brennan as
South Amboy’s City Clerk? a. Claire Reilly
b. Judy O’Connor c. Angela Rizutto
6. South Amboy Board of Education Secretary/Business Administrator in ’86? a.
Ken Kokoszka b. Michael Poll c. Robert
Bloodgood
7. Where was Greenfield’s located in Sayreville? a. Main St. b. Bordentown Ave. c.
Washington Rd.
8. This bike shop could be found on Rt.
35, Morgan in 1973? a. Day’s b. Hay’s c.
All-American
9. President of the Sayreville Little League
in 1983? a. Bob Vermeal b. Ed Condiracci
c. Jerry Ust
10. In ’74, this excavating/construction
company was located on Bordentown Ave.
in Parlin? a. Buck Bros. b. Hess Bros. c. V.
Chevalier & Son, Inc.
11. President of the Sayreville Senior
Citizens Club in 1980? a. Rose Phillips b.
Joseph Kuran c. Stanley Gadowski
12. In ’73, this deli was located on South
Pine Ave. in Morgan? a. Marie’s b. South
Pine c. Bubba’s
Answers
1b 2c 3b 4c 5a 6b 7a 8b 9a 10c 11b 12a.

Pictured (l-r) at Jerry Magee’s retirement party are South Amboy Mayor Fred Henry, Jerry
Magee, Councilman Donald Applegate, and Councilwoman Christine Noble. Magee recently
retired as Acting Superintendent of South Amboy Public Works. (Photo by Tom Burkard)
*More photos on page 8.

The Morgan-Parlin Panthers cheerleaders entertained the crowd during the Sayreville
Winter Festival at Kennedy Park. (Photo by Tom Burkard)
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★ Business Of The Month ★
Route 9 Cash For Gold Buyers

Maureen and Rob Herndon, owners of Route 9 Cash for Gold Buyers are pictured with
their family recently. (Photo submitted)

Maureen and Robert Herndon are the
owners of Route 9 Cash For Gold Buyers,
located at 960 Rt. South (Sayreville Plaza).
They were born and raised in Sayreville
and have lived there all their lives, which
prompted them to open their store in town.
When customers come to the store, they
bring all of their old, unwanted gold jewelry
in exchange for CA$H. Maureen and Rob
always greet their customers with a friendly
face. All their jewelry is tested and weighed
with state certified scales right in front of
them. They are then paid out in cash on
the spot. Most of the pieces that are seen
coming to the store are outdated jewelry,
not worn anymore, single earrings, class
rings, broken chains, dental gold, silver and
platinum. People are very surprised when
they come in, that things they thought were
“junk,” turn out to be actual gold.
Maureen and Rob truly believe in
HONESTY, LOYALTY & INTEGRITY,
and that’s what inspired them to open

their own store many years ago. Many
people have reported feeling extremely
comfortable and confident when coming
to Rt. 9 Cash For Gold and dealing with
Maureen, “THE GOLD LADY.” It puts
a smiling face to a business that people
are sometimes skeptical to enter. This
is definitely the business that you would
feel comfortable sending your mother or
grandmother to, because Maureen truly
has the “women’s touch.”
Rt. 9 Cash For Gold Buyers LLC is
conveniently located BEHIND BURGER
KING & MCDONALD’S in the FARMERS MARKET PLAZA. It is easily accessible from Rt. 9 South, or Bordentown
Ave., with lots of parking. Stop by today
and turn your OLD, UNWANTED jewelry
into holiday gifts. Open late 7 days a
week. Rt. 9 Cash For Gold Buyers, 960
Rt. 9 South, Sayreville, NJ. Telephone:
732-727-GOLD (4653)

Breakfast with
Santa December 21

Library Book Sale

South Amboy Knights of Columbus
Council 426 host their annual Breakfast with
Santa Sunday December 21 from 9 AM to
12 Noon. at the Council Home 308 Fourth
St. South Amboy. Bring your camera for
photos with Santa Claus. Cost is $7 Adults,
$3 Children 2-12, under 2 are FREE For more
information please call 732-721-2025.

The Friends of the Sayreville Public
Library will conduct their Winter Book
Sale on Saturday, January 17 and Sunday,
January 18, 2015 from 1 PM – 3:30 PM in
the library conference room on Washington
Road, Parlin. A bag of books will cost $10.00
and a box will cost $15.00. Donations for
this sale will only be accepted after January
1st. Contact Elaine at 732-727-0192 for
further information.

The Lions Den held a great reunion at the South Amboy AOH Hall recently, and from all
accounts everyone had a terrific time listening to the music of legendary DJ Henny, and
also reminiscing about the old days at the Den, while catching up on what’s been happening
since the fire of 1985 destroyed the popular bar. (Photo courtesy of Heidi Croddick)

Noble Named To
Board Of Directors
(Article submitted)

Former South Amboy resident Ann
Noble has been appointed to the Manasquan
Savings Bank Board of Directors. She is the
President and CEO of Qual-Lynx and VP of
Workers’ Compensation of QualCare, Inc. A
well-regarded finance and health care executive with significant corporate experience,
Noble was honored in the NJBIZ Best Fifty
Women in Business in 2013. As President
and CEO of Qual-Lynx, she oversees a re-

gional claims-services organization which
has been providing property and casualty
claims administration for over 50 years.
She is also Vice President of Workers’
Compensation for QualCare, Inc., overseeing operations and business development
related to managed-care services for large
self-insured employers, insurance carriers
and pooled association risks. Congratulations, Ann!
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Yearbook-Sayreville 1994
By Tom Burkard

People enjoyed all types of fun games, and great food throughout the day at the St. Stan’s
H.S.A. Christmas Bazaar. (Photo by Tom Burkard)

In early September 1993, Sayreville
War Memorial High School (SWMHS)
Class of ’94 returned for its final year. In
the music world, UB 40 ruled the charts with
its remake of Elvis Presley’s “Can’t Help
Falling In Love.”
At SWMH, Dennis Fyffe was principal,
and some of his faculty included Jennifer
Loughlin, Frank Richardson, Linda Tanchyk,
Lori Rosen, Maria Daly, Lynne Steele,
James Craft, Charles Demskis, Christine
Bill. Editor-In-Chief of the yearbook was
Jessica Bennis. Lauren Szewczyk was
Student Council President. Senior Class
officers were president-Nicole Wistuba;
VP-Heather Truchan; Sec. Kim Fischer and
Sandra Arango; Treas.-Jessica Bennis.
A handful of the huge group of graduates, who were selected randomly include:
Mandy Ambrosio, Tina Andrejewski, Peter
Apito, Carrie Binkowski, Anthony Bongiovanni, Lori Braine, Jean Bustard, Tammy
Carney, Wai Cheung, Jennie Ciccone, Don
Coward, Meghan Crosby, Noelle Deer, Todd
DeGroot, Neal Desai, Colette Dill, Joanne
Doubt, Ellenmarie Eberle, John Erdek,
Craig Fallon, Sonya Fine, Juan Gamboa,
Becky Garbowski, Jaime Jacko, Richard
Jurkiewicz, Christopher Kaj, Dorinda Kelly,
Olga Klepkova, Peter Lamp, Latisha Lee,
John Lukie, Diane Marciniak, Melissa Mastorio, Laura McCarthy, Heather McGrath,
Shannon McKeon, Charlie Moe, Heather
Mulvey, Michael Murphy, Nikki O’Neill,
Holly Piscitelli, Kelly Polak, Michael Pytel,
Yolanda Rivera, Donna Raymond, Jennie
Rosenvinge, Jason Silverman, Priya Singh,
Ronald Seaman, Julie Smetana, Rachel
Soltis, Lauren Stolte, Heather Sullivan, Tami
Taeschler, Lisa Ujobagy, Jason Ward, Jim
Williams, Daryl Zapoticzny.
There were countless clubs, extracurricular activities, sports and more for the
Class of ’94. Plays included the comedy
“You Can’t Take It With You,” and the Spring
Musical was “The King & I.” Other memo-

rable activities included “Almost Anything
Goes,” the “Variety Show,” the Pep Rally
and the Homecoming football game, where
Sandra Arango was chosen “Homecoming
Queen.” The final float at the event for the
Class of ’94 read, “Save the Rainforest;
tomorrow will soon be today.”
On the sports scene, the football team
turned in a 9-1 record, the school’s best in
nearly 50 years. Gymnastics was a perfect
10-0; girls’ soccer 11-6, and wrestling 124. Some of the fine senior athletes picked
randomly included; Audrey Behrens,
Jamaal Bowman, Stacey Bulmer, Joseph
Cavallaro, Michael Clark, Glenn Connors,
Dennis Coyle, Jess Dehnz III, John DeNuto,
Catherine Drozd, Jason Fajardo, Robert Fioretti, Gregg Freyer, Richard Harris, Hakim
Hightower, Donald Kall, Steve Gluchowski,
Michael Kuzniak, Dan Lennan, Brendan
Major, Kimberly Mako, Frank Marullo, Tim
McCormack, Erin Meringer, Christopher
Metz, Catherine Miano, Craig Nalitt, Jan
Pattanyak, Anthony Pisano, Chris Meyer,
Brian Reynolds, Mandie Riccardi, Renee
Robe, Diane Sawicz, Steve Scaglione, Colleen Shaver, Jerry Small, Dustin Smetana,
Chris Sola, Kevin Szatkowski, Rasheed
Westfor, Patrick Williams, Craig Yetsko,
Carolyn Long.
At graduation time 1994, “I Swear” by
All-4-One was the #1 song in the nation.
SWMHS Class of ’94 was definitely one of
the most memorable in school history!
PRAYER TO THE BLESSED VIRGIN
(Never known to fail) Oh, most beautiful flower of
Mt. Carmel, Fruitful vine, splendor of Heaven, blessed
Mother of the Son of God, Immaculate Virgin, assist
me in my necessity. Oh Star of the Sea, help me
and show me, herein you are my mother. Oh, Holy
Mary, Mother of God, Queen of Heaven and Earth! I
humbly beseech you from the bottom of my heart to
succor me in this necessity. There are none that can
withstand your power. Oh, show me herein you are
my mother. Oh Mary, conceived without sin, pray for
us who have recourse to thee (3 times). Holy Mary,
I place this cause in your hands (3 times). Say this
prayer for 3 consecutive days. You must publish it
and it will be granted to you. Thank you. -E.P.

More Waterfront Development For SA
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By Steve Schmid

South Amboy’s waterfront redevelopment will continue to move ahead under
a new plan recently presented to the city
council and the South Amboy Revelopment
Agency (SARA). The Manhattan Beach Club
project calls for the building of about 1,750
luxury residential units, 88 affordable housing units, a restaurant, commercial areas,
and parking facilities. Plans also include
continuance of a waterfront parkway paid by
the developer, and a public park. This project
is a joint venture of O”Neill Properties and
Sherman Financial Group and it will be
done in phases with a 30 year build out. The

city council unanimously voted to approve
a redevlopment agreement with Manhattan
Beach Club and allow the proposal to go to
the South Amboy planning board. Joseph
Baumann Jr. attorney for the city and SARA,
said plans are moving quickly because the
redeveloper must buy the Amboy Aggregates
property by December 31. Baumann said the
project will create jobs by its coordination
with ferry access to New York City. He added
SARA would recieve $3.8 million from the
sale of the resturant parcel and the city would
recieve $500,000 as a contribution from the
redeveloper for public safety.    

Gregory Scharpf, Senior Vice President and Sylvia Rapoport, Marketing Manager present
the food collections from the Amboy Bank Administration Building, and a few neighboring
branches, to the Old Bridge Food Bank volunteers Mike Middlebrooks and Lollita Andrews.

Amboy Bank Hosts Its Annual
Food Drive

In the month of November, all 23 offices
of Amboy Bank have been collecting food
and household items for food banks in their
branch area. Every Amboy office manager
selected a food bank to collect for in their
community. In many cases Amboy has a
strong relationship with the organizations
including the Sayreville Food Bank, the Old
Bridge Food Bank and Lunch Break.
Gregory Scharpf, Chief Retail Banking Officer, stated “Thanks to the support
of our generous employees and clients the
The Middlesex County College annual holiday party included a food drive that collected
hundreds of pounds of food, which was donated to M.C.F.O.O.D.S. (Middlesex County
Food Organization and Outreach Distribution Services). Members of the College community
dropped off food as they entered the party. From left: Erin Cyckowski (Old Bridge), student
assistant in the Blue Colt Bookstore; Paul Lazaro (Old Bridge), assistant in the Center for
Veterans Services; Lynn Tobin (East Brunswick), faculty member in Dental Auxiliaries; Flora
Stowe (Sayreville), assistant director of the Educational Opportunity Fund; and Gary Noto
(Edison), mechanic in the Facilities Department. (Photo/info submitted)

program has been a huge success. We were
able to distribute our collectables in time for
Thanksgiving. Donations continue to come
in and we anticipate another distribution for
the year-end holidays.”
Founded in 1888, Amboy Bank a fullservice commercial bank with 23 offices in
Central New Jersey prides itself on quality
service and responsiveness. Amboy Bank has
been voted “Best Bank in Central Jersey”
for the past 17 years in a row.

OLV Senior Group January Meeting

The OLV Senior Group will hold their
January meeting on Friday, January 9,, 2015
at 1:00 PM in Monsignor Dalton Hall. After
a short business meeting, we will have our
Game Day activities. Members are invited to

bring their favorite game to play. Snacks will
be provided during game time. Please bring a
non-perishable food item for the St. Vincent
de Paul food bank. For further information
contact Teri at 732-727-7639.
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The “Park People” stand around the holly tree they decorated at Waterfront Park, in memory
of James P. Lovely. (Photo by Tom Burkard)

OLV Authentic
Beefsteak
Dinner—Jan. 31

Our Lady of Victories will hold its 2nd
Annual Authentic Beefsteak Dinner fundraiser on Sat., Jan. 31 at Msgr. Dalton Hall,
42 Main St., Sayreville. Doors open at 6 p.m.
with sit down dinner served at 7 p.m. The
All You Can Eat event features Filet Mignon,
Salad, Fries, Dessert. BYOB. There will
also be a DJ, 50/50, raffles and other prizes.
Cost is $35 per person, $20—kids 5-12 years
old, and under 5 FREE. All tickets must be
purchased by Jan. 28. Table reservations accepted for groups of 8 or more; all others will
be assigned seating. Tickets will be available
at the Parish Office. Contact Cheryl with any
questions at 732-673-5561. NO TICKETS
WILL BE SOLD AT THE DOOR.

This is the holly tree which was beautifully
decorated by The “Park People.” (Photo by
Tom Burkard)

New Year’s Eve
Party

A New Year’s Eve Party will be held
by the South Amboy Elks #784 from 8
p.m. to 1 a.m. at the lodge located at 601
Washington Ave., South Amboy. Tickets
are $50 per person and include Hot &
Cold Buffet, Champagne Toast, and D.J.
entertainment. For reservations call now
at: 732-718-3125.

Win A Getaway

Want a chance to win a Getaway? The
South Amboy Fire Dept. 125th Anniversary
Committee is sponsoring a Super Raffle for
your choice of travel (with a prize voucher)
through a chosen local travel agent. Tickets are only $10 each! 1st Prize Winner:
$2,500.00 voucher; 2nd Prize Winner:
$1,500.00 voucher. Tickets will be on sale
Dec. 2014 through March 2015! Drawing
will be held Sat., March 28, 2015. See any
SAFD member for tickets or contact Mike
G: 848-250-9903; Kevin R: 732-715-1006;
Anne Marie K: 732-207-2848, or e-mail at:
SAFD125th@gmail.com. All proceeds will
directly benefit events for the South Amboy
Fire Department’s 125th Anniversary. Raffle
license No. RL #460-9-35199.

A Simple
Christmas Prayer
By Al Gomolka Jr.
Times Poet Laureate
c. 2012

A babe was born on Christmas Day
To save us from our sins
All we have to do is believe
And everybody wins!
Merry Christmas,
Christ is with us
And everybody wins!

St. Stan’s New
Year’s
Day Bingo

St. Stan’s will be holding Bingo on
New Year’s Day. Doors open at 12 noon,
and Bingo begins at 1:30 p.m. The kitchen
will be open with specials. Come and join
us for fun and winnings? Good luck, and
St. Stan’s Parish would like to say a great
big “thank you” for coming to our bingo’s
and supporting us. Happy New Year, and
may God continue to bless you and your
family.

Photos Wanted

If you have any photos from inside
the Bowling Alley of Joe’s Kozy Bar
and Lanes (before it was The Club
Bene) Please contact Christina at
chri517@verizon.net. Thank you.

St. Stan’s H.S.A. Christmas Bazaar
Photos by Tom Burkard

Sandy Lewis of Sayreville sure has Christmas spirit!

Dawn Civitello and her 8-month old son
Joseph enjoyed the activities at the Christmas
Bazaar.

This huge snowman greeted visitors as
you entered St. Stan’s gym for the fun-filled
day.

South Amboy-Sayreville Times December 20, 2014 

8

December 20, 2014 South Amboy-Sayreville Times

Jerry Magee’s Retirement Party

Trip To Savannah/
Hilton Head
(Release submitted)

A 5-day trip, March 14-19 to Savannah/Hilton Head will be through Seniortours. Col. D.B. Kelly Pipes & Drums are
marching in the St. Patrick’s Day Parade in
Savannah. For further information call Joan
at 732-727-7379.
*Apologies for last month’s inadvertent
error which was submitted to us regarding
this trip.

Handel’s Messiah

The Handel’s Messiah concert has been
rescheduled for January 4th at St. Mary’s
Church, starting at 7:30 p.m. Admission is
free with donations accepted at the door. For
more information, call 732-721-0179.

South Amboy Board of Public Works Acting Superintendent Jerry Magee (c) is pictured with
city workers during his huge retirement party at Teddy’s Bar in Morgan.

Jerry Magee (c) is pictured with friends and co-workers from the City of South Amboy, at
his retirement party recently. (Photos by Tom Burkard)

Attention Seniors
62 And Over

Come join our Thursday Senior Club!
Luncheon and social once a month. Open
to Sayreville residents. New members are
welcome. For membership and more information, please call 732-390-7058.

OLV Senior Group
Casino Trips

The OLV Senior Group is sponsoring
casino trips for January 25, February 22, and
March 22, 2015. The Group will be going to
the Sands Casino in Bethlehem, Pennsylvania. The cost of the trips is $35.00 with $20.00
slot play and $5.00 in a food voucher. For
further information or to make a reservation,
contact Geri at 732-257-4351.

Making Your
Résumé & Cover
Letter Work for You

If you currently have a resume that you
feel is not getting you the interviews you
desire then this workshop is for you! Join Dr.
Colleen Georges at Sayreville Public Library
on Monday, January 12 from 6:30 to 8:00PM
as she shares critical tips with you to ensure
your cover letter and résumé sparkle.
*Please note that this is not the same
as the on-on-one critique sessions. This is
a general overview of what to include in a
cover letter and résumé.*
View a video of Dr. Georg e s a t h t t p s : / / w w w. y o u t u b e . c o m /
watch?v=OGnK7J0ER64 to learn more
about her!
To register, contact Alaina at alainad@
lmxac.org or call 732-727-0212 ex. 25. You
may also register online at www.sayrevillelibrary.org.
THIS EVENT WAS RESCHEDULED
FROM OCTOBER! ALL PREVIOUSLY
REGISTERED GUESTS WILL BE NOTIFIED OF THIS NEW DATE!

A special Happy 90th Birthday wish to
Sayreville’s Ed Kolodziej, who was a World
War II hero, State Assemblyman, Attorney,
and so much more. God Bless, Ed, and
Stolat from The SA Times! (Photo by Tom
Burkard)
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Members of American Legion Luke A. Lovely Post #62, South Amboy, braved a windy and
frigid day to come out and remember all who lost their lives during the Japanese attack
on Pearl Harbor, 73 years ago, Dec. 7, 1941. A special prayer and tribute was given by
Commander Bob “Zak” Sekerak (2nd from left) at the memorial service. (Photo by Tom
Burkard)

Local Couples Celebrate Gold & Silver
Anniversaries
By Steve Schmid

Nine area couples spent a memorable
day when they celebrated their gold and
silver wedding anniversary at Cathedral of
Saint Francis of Assisi in Metuchen. The
Most Reverend Paul Bootkowski, Bishop of
Metuchen, was the principal celebrant at the
special evening prayer October 26. Bishop
Bootkoski presented the couples with certificates marking the occasion. Edward &
Lorraine Doyle of St. Lawrence, Laurence
Harbor celebrated their 65th wedding
anniversary. Vincent & Virginia DeChiara
of St. Bernadette, Parlin, George & Louise

Baker of Our Lady of Victories, Sayreville,
James & Patricia McCracken of Our Lady
of Victories, Sayreville, Frank & Carol Tomarch of Our Lady of Victories, Sayreville,
and Robert & Dorothy Benson of Sacred
Heart, South Amboy celebrated their 50th
wedding anniversary. Giacomo & Lorraine
Grimaldi of St. Bernadette, Parlin, Arthur &
Estephanie Sarroca, of St. Bernadette, Parlin,
and Stephen and Cheryl Schmid of Sacred
Heart, South Amboy celebrated their 25th
wedding anniversary.   
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Sayreville Winter Festival
(Photos by Tom Burkard)

Children enjoyed performing on stage at the Sayreville Winter Festival in Kennedy Park.

Sayreville War Memorial HS students along with volunteer Stella Misiewicz (3rd from right)
made some delicious hot chocolate for all who attended the Sayreville Winter Festival on
a very cold night.

Jesus Cheer
By Al Gomolka Jr.
Times Poet Laureate
c. 2004

Give me a J
Give me a E
Give me a S
Give me a U
Give me a S
What does it spell?
Son of God, Savior, Emmanuel, Sweet
Baby
Messiah, Anointed One, Most Holy,
The Enlightened One, The Way, The
Truth,
The Light, Redeemer, The Representation,
The Example, The Chosen One,
The New Covenant, Our Intercessor,
The Immortal One, The Ransom For All,
The Holy One, The Miracle Worker,
The Healer, The Wonderful Counselor,
The Good Shepard, The Big Fisherman,
The Great One, King of Kings, Our
Brother,
The Source, The Victory, Man of Sorrows,
The Crucifixion, The Body and Blood,
The Eucharist, Heavenly Host,
Resurrection and Life, The Bread of Life,
The Word…God’s Physicalness,
The Lord…The Christ,
LOVE…..
PRAYER TO THE BLESSED VIRGIN
(Never known to fail) Oh, most beautiful flower
of Mt. Carmel, Fruitful vine, splendor of Heaven,
blessed Mother of the Son of God, Immaculate
Virgin, assist me in my necessity. Oh Star of the Sea,
help me and show me, herein you are my mother.
Oh, Holy Mary, Mother of God, Queen of Heaven
and Earth! I humbly beseech you from the bottom
of my heart to succor me in this necessity. There
are none that can withstand your power. Oh, show
me herein you are my mother. Oh Mary, conceived
without sin, pray for us who have recourse to thee (3
times). Holy Mary, I place this cause in your hands
(3 times). Say this prayer for 3 consecutive days.
You must publish it and it will be granted to you.
Thank you. -P.C.

St. Mary Church
Christmas Season
Schedule

Sat. Dec. 20-Penance Service 11 a.m.;
Wed. Dec. 24-Christmas Vigil-Masses 5
and 7 p.m.; Thurs. Dec. 25-Christmas DayMasses 8 and 10 a.m.; Wed. Dec. 31-Vigil
for Mary, Mother of God-Mass 5 p.m.; Thurs.
Jan. 1-Mary, Mother of God (Holy Day of
Obligation)-Mass 9 a.m.

Yoga for Aches and
Pains

Is your body in desperate need of some
tender loving care? If so, enjoy this yoga
session tailored to improving the aches and
pains experienced by your body! Learn how
simple yoga moves and poses can provide
some relief from the pain many of us suffer
from on a daily basis. Denise Morgan will
guide this class at Sayreville Public Library
on Wednesday, January 21 from 12:30 to
1:30PM.
Please note that while this is intended
to improve aches and pains, it is not recommended for people with serious medical
conditions. Attendees should bring a mat
or towel and water. Chairs will be provided
for those who cannot get down on the floor.
A medical waiver must be signed at the
beginning of class.
Denise Morgan is a Professional Yoga
Instructor, Shaman,Lightworker, Medium,
Certified Personal Trainer, and Exercise
Instructor.
Limited availability so register early!
Must be 18 or older. For more info, contact
Alaina at 732-727-0212 ex. 25 or email her
at alainad@lmxac.org.
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Bob “Zak” Sekerak is currently in his 10th
term as Commander of American Legion
Luke A. Lovely Post #62, South Amboy.
Congratulations “Zak” on an outstanding job!
(Photo by Tom Burkard)

City of South Amboy workers Tim Kelly (l)
and Wade Kaboski (r) are pictured stringing
lights on the big Christmas tree in front of
City Hall. (Photo by Tom Burkard)

St. Stanislaus Kostka School Class of 2015 poses with 8th grade teacher Mrs. Irene Foret,
Pastor Kenneth Murphy, and Principal Elena Malinconico after the 8th grade Ring Ceremony.
The ring is the symbol of an everlasting bond to St. Stan’s School and to one another as
the Class of 2015. (Photo/info submitted)
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Dowdell Library Holiday Open House
(Photos by Tom Burkard)

Dave Infosino (l) and Pat O’Connor (r) co-owners of the Cambridge Inn in Spotswood for
19 ½ years, have sold their popular business to MJ’s. Pat and Dave are well-known locally
in South Amboy and Sayreville, and worked at the Sayreville Bar many years ago. Best of
luck Pat & Dave! (Photo by Tom Burkard)

Library Director Elaine Gaber (l) presents 1st place award to Anne Wang, who won the
Photography Contest.

South Amboy Mayor Fred Henry (l) presents
a proclamation from the city, congratulating
Library Director Elaine Gaber (r) on the
library’s 100th Anniversary.

Anne Richmond (l), who is the niece of the
library’s namesake Sadie Pope Dowdell
(picture on wall), visits with Elaine Gaber
(r).

Edward Hughes (r) is pictured receiving his 2nd place award for the Photography Contest
from Library Director Elaine Gaber (l).

Sadie Pope Dowdell Library Director Elaine Gaber is pictured with her highly-trained and
talented staff.

Italian Holiday Mind,
Body And Soul

A contest is being held to name the library’s
new robot pictured here. Stop in for details.
(Photo by Joe Lotkowictz)

Father Dennis Weezorak, Pastor of St.
Mary’s Church is hosting a 10-day Italian
Holiday meant to satisfy mind, body and soul,
and you’re invited! Date: April 21-30, 2015.
Cost is $4,599 per person which includes
roundtrip airfare from Newark airport. If
interested, please contact Betty Fitzgerald at
732-841-0648 or Virginia at 848-466-0234,
e-mail: vricablanca@unitours.com. Full
itinerary: http://www.unitours.com/client/
RevWeezorakItaly.pdf.
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The City of South Amboy has been in good hands for a long while, with these longtime,
outstanding, dedicated and caring volunteer First Aid members. Pictured (l-r) Jim “Doc”
Ryan, Betty Leveille, and Gary Cottrell have combined for 139 years of service to “The
Pleasant Little City.” Congratulations to these great people for their long time service!
(Photo by Joe Lotkowictz)

139 Years And
Still Going Strong
By Joe Lotkowictz

Jim “Doc” Ryan joined the South Amboy First Aid & Safety Squad 56 years ago
in August of 1958. Jim said that, “With the
grace of God and the support of my wonderful wife Eileen and 6 sons, Kevin, Tim,
Jim, Gene, Chris and Owen, I’ve been an
active member of the squad for the past 56
years.” During this time period, Jim has held
all executive and ambulance offices. Currently, he is the chaplain and a member of
the Board of Trustees. During the Vietnam
War, Jim served as a Lieutenant with the
27th Air Evacuation of the United States
Air Force in Vietnam.
With 56 years on the Squad, you can
always count on Jim to be on the call and
willing to help everyone. South Amboy
has a special and dedicated member in Jim
“Doc” Ryan. The South Amboy-Sayreville
Times wishes Jim many more years of great
service.
Gary Cottrell joined the South Amboy
First Aid & Safety Squad 43 years ago in
September of 1971, and was 5-point certified, which was the standard for members
riding in an ambulance. In ’73, the State of
New Jersey opened the EMT program and
Gary became certified as an EMT.
He entered the Naval Reserve and
became a Search and Rescue Dive Boat
Coxswain, and Deep Sea Diving Medical
Technician. Upon leaving active duty, Gary
assisted the United States Coast Guard,
which was based in Philadelphia, doing
search and rescue from Governors Island,
NY, to Cape May, NJ. He also served the
City of New Brunswick Fire Dept. as an EMT
providing EMS service to the city.
In 1979, Gary became a certified Paramedic there. He later joined the staff of

Paramedics out of JFK Medical Center and
is still working there. By 1995, he retired
as a Chief Petty Officer from the Naval
Reserve.
During his 43 years with the Squad,
Gary has held all ambulance and executive
offices, and currently serves on the Board
of Trustees. Besides being very active with
his SAFAS duties, Gary Cottrell has been a
Master Boy Scout instructor for almost as
long, and teaches the boys all the techniques
they need to know for scouting. The South
Amboy-Sayreville Times would like to thank
Gary for being a top-notch professional for
all of these years with the Squad.
Betty Leveille joined the Squad 40 years
ago in June of 1974, and was already certified as an EMT. She was the first woman
to be admitted to the Squad and also holds
the honor of the first woman to become
Captain, which she has served as for 11
terms during her 40 years of active service.
She has held all ambulance and executive
offices, and currently serves on the Board
of Trustees.
Betty has received the Lifetime
Achievement Award, Outstanding EMT,
and Lifetime Volunteer EMT Award. She
was instrumental in starting the Cadet program, which began in 1980. This program
allows teenagers to join the Squad and learn
life-saving techniques. After getting their
First Aid and CPR cards, they can ride an
ambulance and help the EMT’s.
The South Amboy-Sayreville Times
would like to extend its congratulations to
Betty Leveille on her many years of dedicated
service to the SAFAS, and to the City of
South Amboy and surrounding areas.

Former South Amboy resident and
Hoffman HS alumnus Mike Quirk was
recently nationally on the TLC channel
in the holiday TV show, “Santa Sent Me
To The ER.” Mike turned in an excellent
portrayal of Santa Claus, and we should be

seeing more of Mike and his great acting
ability in the near future. Mike is the son
of John and Ginger Quirk, and brother of
Kim Quirk Zebrowski. Congratulations on
a fine performance, Mike!

Mike Quirk Stars
On TV

Volunteers are pictured loading toy donations at the Car Show/Toys For Tots Benefit in
Morgan. (Photo by Tom Burkard)
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A fundraiser, to help defray medical expenses was held at Teddy’s Bar for Monica Smith
Barnes, who is being treated for Breast Cancer. Pictured at the “Drink For Pink” (l-r) is
Monica, her son Chase Barnes, and Eric Haltli, the organizer of the event.

S.J. Golembieski is pictured at Talladega Speedway and Reed Sorenson’s #36, holding the
2014 Goodyear Tire Specialist Challenge Trophy. (Photo/info submitted)

Parlin’s Steve Golembieski (l) and his son S.J. (r) amid the tires for the #36 at Pocono
Raceway. (Photo/info submitted)

A Father And Son’s Dream
Followed In Stock Car Racing
By Clem Skarzynski

Back in the Dec. 2002 issue of The SA
Times, Part 2 of my series, “Local Racing
Legends,” spoke of Parlin’s 1985 Wall Stadium Sportsman Champ, Steve Golembieski,
and his #65 Pinto bodied hot rod. Well, let’s
fast forward a bit, cause now it’s Steve’s and
Carol’s son, “S.J.” turn to live his dream, not
as a driver like his dad, but as an integral
part of a NASCAR Sprint Car Cup Series
crew/team member, “Tire Specialist,” not
a “Tire Changer.” It’s a highly technical
position within the team’s organization, responsible for every aspect of every tire that
goes on that race car. Some of the duties
include ordering the wheels, matching tires
for sets, air & temperature readings, and so
much more. S.J.’s story begins back in 2007,
when he hooked up with Wall Stadium’s Jamie Tomaino, and his tire specialist, George
Rataczak, who according to S.J. “Taught me
everything and more, that I needed to know.
George is totally responsible for me being
where I am today, with his knowledge and
mentoring.”
S.J. worked alongside George at age 14
on the Northeast Modified Tour, learning
his craft. In 2009, S.J. also worked with
Andrew Krause at the Wall Stadium venue,
and the tour with Sportsman driver Kenny
Van Winkle. Oh yeah, forgot to mention
all this was “volunteer work.” That’s how
you progress to the big leagues! 2012 rolled
around and S.J. moved to North Carolina,
leaving his resume at every NASCAR racing
stable, hoping for at least, a spot on a Truck
Series team. But, in 2013, S.J. got the call to
mechanic for A.R.C.A. driver Drew Charlson
for the Series Daytona Race. In turn, that
led to an unpaid spot to clean suspension
parts for Tommy Baldwin’s Nationwide

Series team. When the team shutdown after
the Richmond Race, S.J. stayed at the shop
because the team’s tire specialist got hurt
and was out of action. The #36 crew chief
took on S.J. as their new tire specialist, and
S.J. worked the season from June at Pocono
to November. S.J. made it! Tire specialist
for the #36 team of Reed Sorenson, and the
#8 of Scott Lagesse. 2014 also brought out
S.J.’s talents as he won the 2014 Goodyear
Tire “Specialist of the Year!” The field was
open to the entire Truck and Cup Series, and
this is quite an accomplishment, S.J.!
The duties and responsibilities of the
teams tire specialist are so critical and important to the cars performance—ordering,
inspecting, lining up sets of 4 for the car, tire
measurements, temps, etc. And, everything
gets recorded, and turned over to the Crew
Chief for his determination of the car’s
performance.
S.J.’s job is 7 days, and 12-16 hour days
on race days, as he is constantly monitoring and recording all tire info, 52 tires per
car/per race! And, that’s only a fraction of
S.J.’s duties with the team! I could easily
fill an entire SA Times issue with all of his
duties! Then, it’s either into the team van,
or chartered plane, to get to the next race,
and it starts all over again the following
Tuesday thru race day!
My thanks to Steve, Carol and most
importantly S.J. for allowing me to sit and
learn about a part of racing I knew nothing
about, and how important a Tire Specialist
is to a race team.
Keep ‘em “Rolling down the chutes,
and in the turns.” Great job, S.J, going after
your “DREAM.”

Car Show/Toys For Tots Benefit
(Photos by Tom Burkard)

A Car Show/Toys For Tots Benefit was held in Morgan by Wayne’s Speed Shop. Pictured
(l-r) is Sgt. David Fox of the Marine Corps Reserves, Brian Wisniewski, owner of Wayne’s,
and CW04 Nick D’Andrea, also with the Marine Corps Reserves. The show was a major
success and will bring a very Merry Christmas to the less fortunate youngsters.

This vintage vehicle was decorated with a nice wreath for the holidays, and helped get
everyone into the Christmas spirit.

Trip To Washington D.C.

Our Lady of Victories Council #2061
and St. Bartholomew Knights of Columbus
Council #11873 will be co-sponsoring a bus
trip to Washington D.C. to participate in the
Annual March for Life on Thursday, January 22, 2015. This will be the 42nd year of
the march to repeal the 1973 Roe vs. Wade
Supreme Court decision that made abortion
on demand the law of the land. There will be
a 6:30 A.M. Mass at Our Lady of Victories
Church 42 Main Street Sayreville followed

by a light breakfast. The bus will depart
at 7:30 A.M. from the church parking lot.
Lunch is also included. A minimum donation of $20 ($10 for students) is requested.
If you support this cause but are unable to
make the trip, a donation to help defray the
costs will be greatly appreciated. For further
information about the trip or to reserve a seat,
please contact Michael Yetsko at 732-7277639, Peter Wagner at 732-257-5396 or Joe
Lanza at 732-742-9767.

Barry Gomolka Stars In Christmas Play
By Tom Burkard

Barry Gomolka, the pride of Morgan,
and St. Mary’s High School Class of 1970,
entertained standing room only crowds at
The Candlelight Theatre in Wilmington,
Delaware from November 14 through
December 23. The multi-talented actor
brought the house down, and received a
standing ovation following the Nov. 30th
performance, with his realistic portrayal of
“Scrooge” in the always popular Christmas
play, “A Christmas Carol.”

Gomolka has also performed in “Fiddler On The Roof,” was an understudy in
Arsenic And Old Lace, and also appeared
in “Admissions.” He has directed shows in
New York, performed in Cabaret, sung in
a Jazz Quintet and has done film and TV.
Barry is a founding member of the Xavier
Company in New York, which tours with
religious musicals. Congratulations Barry
on your outstanding acting career, which
keeps getting better all the time!

Barry Gomolka’s family and friends trekked to see him star in the role of “Scrooge” in the
play “A Christmas Carol” at the Candlelight Theatre in Wilmington, Delaware. Barry is
pictured in the center of the photo. (Photo courtesy of Sue Gomolka)
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Rumbles From The
Rock ‘N’ Roll Reunion
By Clem Skarzynski

A fundraiser “Jammin’ For Jaclyn” was recently held at the South Amboy Knights of Columbus
#426 for Jaclyn Squillace Olsen, who was diagnosed with Stage 3 Breast Cancer when
she was 5 months pregnant. The event was a big success and everyone had a great
time with many excellent local entertainers performing, and terrific food. The fundraiser
was organized and run by Marleen Lewandowski, Pride Chairperson/Sayreville Education
Association, and K of C Grand Knight Ken Smetana. Pictured above is Jaclyn (3rd from
left) with family, friends, and fundraiser organizers. (Photo by Tom Burkard)

You Tube-In

2000’s-2014-Johnny Marr’s recent
2014 hit “Easy Money” is an outstanding
song/video that deserves a listen/look. This
guy’s got talent!...How about Springsteen
teaming up with David Grohl and one of
Zach Brown’s band members to perform
“Fortunate Son” on Veterans Day?...Also
this year, Yusuf, formerly known as the
great Cat Stevens cut his first studio album
in 5 years. A couple of his songs worth
listening to are “Tell ‘Em I’m Gone,” and
“Dying To Live.”…Catch Chuck Ragan’s
“Something May Catch Fire.”2013-Young
talent Taylor Mathews had a 2013 hit with
“Do What You Want”…2008-“You,” which
was the first video for Marshall Dylon is a
pretty cool tune.
1980’s-Joan Jett & The Blackhearts did
an interesting version of “Cherry Bomb.”
Kenny Rogers and Ronnie Milsap won the
award for the top country duet of 1987, with
“Make No Mistake, She’s Mine.”
1970’s-Barry Manilow’s “Weekend
In New England” reached #10 in ’77, and
“Can’t Smile Without You” peaked at #3 in
’78 on the Billboard Top 40 chart.
1950’s-In ’56, a young group called The
Scholars, featuring Kenny Rogers, released
“Spin The Wheel,” and also “Rocky Road.”
The following year in ’57, “Eternally Yours,”
and “Kan-Gu-Wa” saw little success on the
radio stations…
Country-“Just To See You Smile” by
Tim McGraw is one of his many greatest
hits…”More Than Miles” by Brantley Gilbert was a hit in 2012…

#1 Pop Hits On Dec.
20

2002-Lose Yourself-Eminem
1996-Un-break My Heart-Toni Braxton
1988-Look Away-Chicago
1970-The Tears Of A Clown-Smokey Robinson & The Miracles
1966-Good Vibrations-The Beach Boys

Now Playing At
The Bottle Stop…

Aug. 10-31, 1979-A three-piece band,
with the strange name of Roskapolo Daze
played an extended gig at the popular Bottle
Stop on Broadway in South Amboy. Does
anyone remember this group or the members
in it? Please let us know.

#1 Country Hits On
Dec. 20

2004-Back When-Tim McGraw
1997-From Here To Eternity-Michael
Peterson
1986-Too Much Is Not Enough-The Bellamy Brothers
1973-Amazing Love-Charlie Pride
1965-Make The World Go Away-Eddy
Arnold

Ruffin Dies At 78

Jimmy Ruffin, talented Motown
singer died on Nov. 17 at age 78. His most
memorable song was “What Becomes of the
Brokenhearted,” which was a #7 hit in 1966.
He also reached #17 the same year with “I’ve
Passed This Way Before.” Ruffin’s last hit
of the 60’s was “Gonna Give Her All The
Love I’ve Got,” which peaked at #29 in
’67. He made a big comeback in 1980 with
a #10 charted tune “Hold Onto My Love.”
His brother, the late David Ruffin was the
co-lead singer for The Temptations back in
the 1960’s.

This time around, I’ve gotta give some
positive ink to a fellow musician in retail,
whose been a tremendous help to us “Weekend Wanna Be Rock Stars.” I first met Mr.
Rick Rivera back in 1998 at the East Brunswick Guitar Center’s (G.C.)Grand Opening.
Rick’s been the manager of the “Pro Audio
Dept.” there, and for the past 10 years, the
G.C. Pro Account Manager. Rick and the Pro
Dept. offers expert consultation and selection
for audio and musical professionals, venues,
bands, and individuals!
Rick’s expertise spans decades of experience as a musician, touring with Simply Red; The Fugies; Black Streets; Peter
Gabriel; They Might Be Giants. He also
assisted as guitar tech for Slash, performed
on “Hard Rockline,” the “Tonight Show,”
and “Conan O’Brien.” Rick’s “on hands”
expertise lies in live audio, live sound,
computer audio interfaces and convertones,
midis, keyboards, guitars, amps, software
apps, and so much more.

As local “Pro Sound” experts, Emerson
and Amy Jones at Basement Audio can attest
to Rick’s knowledge and help in “Building
our immense sound systems we’ve been
using for years.” Rick helped them with
constant info on new equipment, stage sound
layouts, etc. Everything to make Basement
Audion the top-notch sound re-enforcement
company they are!
Along with numerous other sound
production companies, recording studios,
private venues, and bands, Rick has been
a positive plus to all who can relate to and
use his sciences. I, the writer, have benefitted from Rick’s knowledge and position in
acquiring sound equipment for my basement
rehearsal cave!
So, fellow musicians, soundmen (and
women), studio geeks, go see Rick at the East
Brunswick Guitar Center 732-257-8500 or at
Rick@gcpro.com for anything you need in
the world of music/sound/and recording.

The following is a list of Christmas
songs/videos you probably never heard
before, but may be interested to check out
on YouTube.com:
Dear Santa-Tim McGraw; One More
Christmas Beer-Sunny Sweeney; Mary
and Joseph-Tim McGraw; Joseph’s SongMark Masri; Do You Have Room-Shawna
Edwards; Christmas Time Is Here-Vince
Guaraldi Trio (written for Charlie Brown
Christmas Special (1965); Christmas
Through The Eyes Of A Child-McClelland
Elementary School Holiday Concert Practice; Christmas Through Your Eyes-Gloria
Estefan; Carol of the Bells-Trans-Siberian
Orchestra; Hairy Christmas-Luke Bryan &
Willie Robertson (of Duck Dynasty) performing at the 2013 CMA Christmas Special on
ABC TV; Silent Night-Missy Robertson (of
Duck Dynasty); Little Drummer Boy (2013)Pentatonix features perfect harmonies;
Christmas Star-John Williams; Somewhere
In My Memory (1992)-The Boston Pops;
Christmas Star (2013)-Isabella Nicole Paige
Bridges; Christmas Time Is Here-Debby
Boone; Mary’s Boy Child-Roger Whittaker;
Happy Holiday-Andy Williams; C-H-R-I-ST-M-A-S—Eddy Arnold; Christmas Eve In
My Hometown-Kate Smith; Snowfall-Tony
Bennett; All I Want For Christmas Is My
Two Front Teeth-Spike Jones & His City
Slickers; It’s Christmas Time-The Qualities;
Santa Claus-The Sonics; The Holly Tree-The
Clancy Bros.; Gesu Bambino-Vienna Boys

Choir & Luciano Pavarotti; O’SanctissimaPhiladelphia Brass Ensemble (This is a
Roman Catholic hymn first published in
Latin around 1794); The Bells of St. Mary’s
was originally performed by Bing Crosby
in 1945. It was also done by Jane Morgan;
Bob B. Soxx & The Bluejeans (Their 1963
version was produced by Phil Spector); and
also The Drifters; Jolly Old St. Nicholas-Riga
Dom Cathedral Boys Choir; Little Drummer
Boy-Vienna Boys Choir; Step Into Christmas
(1973)-Elton John; Thank God For Kids-The
Oak Ridge Boys; Santa Looked A Lot Like
Daddy-Buck Owens (1965), and also done
by Brad Paisley; Please Don’t Let Daddy
Get Drunk This Christmas-Alan Jackson;
Old Toy Trains (1967)-Roger Miller; Good
King Wenceslas-The Irish Rovers; Sleigh
Ride (1966) The New Christy Minstrels,
also done by Percy Faith; Sing Hosanna,
Hallelujah-The New Christy Minstrels;
God Rest Ye Merry Gentlemen-The Brothers Four; Our First Christmas-Maureen
McGovern; Toy Parade-Bert Kaempfert;
Glories of Christmas-Church of Our Savior;
Christmas Everywhere-Paul Anka; Christmas Bride (1959)-Ray Coniff Singers; It’s
Christmas Time (1978)-The Carpenters;
Happy Birthday Jesus-The Brooklyn Tabernacle Choir;
Jolly Old St. Nicholas-The Fireside
Singers; Good King Wencesles-Morton
Gould/New Philharmonic Orchestra.

Check out “Alabama Christmas” by
the great country group. Included are many
original Christmas songs such as Santa Claus
(I Still Believe In You); Joseph And Mary’s
Boy; Happy Holidays; Christmas Memories;
Tonight Is Christmas; Thistlehair The Christmas Bear; Tennessee Christmas; A Candle
In The Window; Homecoming Christmas;
Christmas In Dixie.
Tommy James 2008 Christmas CD “I
Love Christmas” is outstanding. The title
cut is a catchy, well-written tune with great
lyrics that hit home. Other original Christmas songs include Born On The First Day;
It’s Christmas Again; Matthew 1:18 (The

Birth of Jesus). This CD contains other
great Christmas classics such as God Rest
Ye Merry, Gentlemen; Silent Night; Winter
Wonderland; The Christmas Song; Little
Drummer Boy; Jingle Bell Rock; Hark The
Herald Angels Sing.
Kenny Rogers 2000 Christmas CD
features originals Christmas Everyday; Kentucky Homemade Christmas; Kids; Sweet
Little Jesus Boy; Christmas Is My Favorite
Time Of The Year; When A Child Is Born.
He also sings vintage classics White Christmas; Carol Of The Bells; O Holy Night; My
Favorite Things.

Christmas On You Tube

Christmas Albums (CD’s)

Music Trivia
One Word Song Titles
1.__Shout
2.__Cherish
3.__Revolution
4.__America
5.__Respectable
6.__One
7.__Downtown
8.__Uptight
9.__Collide
10._Respect
11._Dream
12._Silhouettes
13._Fever
14._Freebird
15._Runaway

By Tom Burkard

a. Howie Day
b. The Beatles
c. Kool & The Gang
d. The Isley Brothers
e. Three Dog Night
f. The Everly Brothers
g. Neil Diamond
h. Herman’s Hermits
i. The Outsiders
j. Petula Clark
k. Stevie Wonder
l. Aretha Franklin
m. The McCoys
n. Del Shannon
o. Lynyrd Skynyrd

Answers
1d 2c 3b 4g 5i 6e 7j 8k 9a 10l 11f 12h 13m 14o 15n.
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100 Years Ago
Sports In 1914

School Sports
By Tom Burkard

(Continued from Nov. issue)
By Tom Burkard

Only one high school football game was
reported for 1914, and it was a controversial
one at that. South Amboy HS was leading
Metuchen 13-0 at the Metuchen Field, but
the Bulldogs bounced back and tied it on a
highly-disputed touchdown, that came when
the South Amboy players thought the official blew the whistle to end the play, but a
Metuchen player picked up the ball and ran
it into the end zone for the TD that caused a
huge argument, but to no avail for the South
Amboy protesters. Grace had scored the first
touchdown for our locals, and Kwilinski
ran for a 15-yard TD, and kicked an extra
point for SA.
In the South Amboy City Basketball
League, the Marines defeated Empire A.C.,
27-14 in the deciding game 5 of the series to
capture the championship. Anderson topped
all scorers with 12 points for the Marines,
and was aided by teammates Nebus 9, and
Reilly 6 points. Also members of the Marines
were Thomas, and Lasson. O’Connor led
Empire A.C. with 9 points. His teammates
were Whalen, Donnelly, McDonald, Hackett,
and Buskey.
In a local boys’ basketball game, Empire
A.C. of South Amboy stopped the Sayreville
Whirlwinds at Sayreville, 25-18. The A.C.
was led by Bush with 9 points and Hackett
7. Burke and Allgair topped Sayreville
with 8 points apiece. Other familiar South
Amboy names who played in the game were
Donnelly, Whalen, Clark and Manion. For
Sayreville, Weischadel, G. Hoffman, Jenegar, and Fortenbacher.
The South Amboy Flying Five also
blasted the Sayreville Whirlwinds, 60-21,
as Grace poured in 24 points. Joe Bush
scored 14, and Hackett 12. Both Bush and
Hackett apparently played for both Empire
A.C., and also the South Amboy Flying Five.
The local newspaper reported that the score
was 60-21, “And then some more that the
scorekeeper lost track of.” Weischadel was
the big scorer for the Whirlwinds with 12
points. His teammates included all of those
who also participated in the previous loss to
Empire A.C.
In independent basketball action, Holy
Name of Sayreville romped over Neptune
A.C. of South Amboy, 43-2. Jimmy Manhattan scored the only basket for the A.C.
In a 1914 Foul-Shooting Contest, Scott
Burns and Eddie Regan both made 6-of-10
to force an overtime, in which Burns beat
Regan 2-0 to win the grand prize of, would
you believe…..$2.50!!!
In local baseball, the South Shore

Christmas Time

It’s Christmas time
So don’t feel down
Santa Claus is comin’ to town
It’s hard to believe
It’s the end of the year
Now it’s time to spread
Some Christmas cheer.

Industrial League was popular in 1914 and
featured the following teams: South Amboy
YMCA, Middlesex Embroidery Co., International Smokeless Powder & Chemical Co.
(ISP&C Co.) of Parlin, Sayre & Fisher Co.,
South Amboy Terra Cotta, Herman Aukum
Co. (South River).
The South Amboy YMCA was a powerhouse with a lineup that featured Hoffman
rf Leonard lf Rehfuss ss Manaker cf Magee
c Shinn 2b Hardy p Martin 3b Ingraham 1b.
Many league games were played at the old
Star Field. A typical ISP&C batting order
would read: Pierson ss Clark 3b (no, not
Allie. He wasn’t even born yet), Grover c
Glynn 2b Friday cf Cramer 1b Wagonhrost
lf Kennedy rf Hackett p Johnson res. of. A
lineup for Terra Cotta: Grover lf Sharkey ss
Beatty 2b Geant 3b Maliszewski p Coward rf
Bill O’Toole c Cheeseman 1b (no, not Frank
“Trip,” who wasn’t born yet) Madsen 1b.
The Empire A.C. also had an extremely
talented team that played an independent
schedule, and claimed the South Amboy
baseball championship with a (15-3-1)
and 2 forefits. Empire A.C. lineup looked
like Manion cf Minnick 3b Lenahan 2b
Connors ss Whalen 1b Letts lf Scully rf
Buskey c McDonnell p. Another independent baseball club was Sheridan A.C. that
featured an Opening Day lineup of Connors
3b Callahan 2b Jay Connell ss Maniker cf
Hensberger rf Hardy lf Dooling 1b Magee c
Casey p Quinlan res. of. The Sheridan A.C.
also had a younger team called the Sheridan
Juniors. Their starting lineup often read,
Triggs cf Purcell 1b Cheeseman ss M. Clark
c A. Clark p Noble rf Bailey 2b O’Toole lf
Stanton 3b.
In 1914, a major celebration called Old
Home Day was held in South Amboy. All
kinds of activities and events took place
throughout town, and one of the feature
attractions was a baseball game which was
won by the Athletics over the South Amboy
YMCA, 8-3 before a huge crowd. Keating
belted a single and double for the Athletics,
to support winning pitcher Murray Borland,
who had 6 strikeouts. The SA YMCA got
2 hits apiece from Bloodgood, Magee and
Ingraham.
Guess what famous New York Yankee
was born in 1914? None other than the great
Joe DiMaggio!
And one final note about the year of
1914…South Amboy’s Jack Scully, who
was the son of Congressman Thomas J.
Scully, was selected to play for the Princeton
University hockey team.

The Best Things
At Christmas

The three best things
At Christmas time
Are family, friends and memories
They’re so important
And mean the world to me
Family, Friends and memories.

Pictured is the South Amboy Governors Winter Track Team. This will be the team’s first
year of competition. A very enthusiastic and large team is looking forward to the season.
Good Luck to all! (Photo by Brian Stratton)

Bombers Have Talented Bowlers

Coach Mike Weinert has a lot to look
forward to this year for both his boys and
girls bowling teams. The boys finished
(16-2) last year took second place in the
GMC Red Divison and captured the GMC
championship. Back from that fine squad
is A.J. Angotti, who had the top average in
the GMC with a lofty 220. Andy Danchisko
averaged a bit over 200, and Chris Hauber
who had a 195 average, and made a great
showing at the GMC tournament last year,
with a 5th place finish, appear to be the
nucleus of a team with loads of potential.
Mark Kozinski and Lucas Leandro, who both
averaged over 190 should also contribute,

Maldonado Chosen
For All-State

Sayreville’s talented soccer player
Fernando Maldonado was an All-State 3rd
Team Group 4 selection by The Star Ledger.
Congratulations!

(Photo by Tom

Stratton Selected
To All-Area Team

Sayreville soccer star, Kimberly Stratton
was selected to 1st Team All-Area by Home
News Tribune. She had an outstanding senior
year by dishing out 21 assists, and scored
13 goals. Congratulations!

Infosino All-Everything Choice

Alex Infosino, star player for Monroe
boys’ soccer club was an overall All-State
1st Team selection by The Star Ledger. He
was also All-Group 4, 1st Team. Alex racked
up 25 goals and 14 assists while leading his
team to a 21-4-1 record and #9 in the state

ranking. Alex is the son of Dave Infosino,
who worked at Sayreville Bar for many years
prior to purchasing the Cambridge Inn over
19 years ago with his partner, Pat O’Connor,
who is a former South Amboy resident.

College Notebook

Former Cardinal McCarrick HS standout Olivia Gorczynski is leading Chestnut
Hill College (2-5), in scoring with 123
points, and scoring average 17.6 per game.
She also leads the club with 21 steals,
and scored 21 points in a 72-57 win over
Wilmington ((DE)…Sayreville War Memorial HS grads have contributed to Rutgers
University’s successful football season.
Former Bombers, David Milewski, Delon
Stephenson, and Daryl Stephenson have had
fine seasons. Milewski, a defensive end,
has 30 solo tackles, and 20 assisted tackle,
while defensive back Delon Stephenson
has notched 27 solos and 9 assisted tackles.
Daryl, a defensive lineman accounted for
9 solos and 2 assisted…Jenny Kuziemski
Palmateer, who starred for Hoffman HS, is
now in her third season as Head Coach of the
Monmouth University women’t basketball
team. Her club, although in a rebuilding
year, is off to a fine (4-3) start, and recently
won an exciting 75-74, double OT contest
over Iona…Former St. Mary’s Lady Eagles
basketball coach Anthony Bozzella, now in
his second season at Seton Hall University,
has his team off to a super (8-1) start. They
finished (20-14) last year, the first time The
Hall had a 20-win season in 19 years…
One of his players, soph Tara Inman is the

Did You Ever Play
College Sports?

Everyone had a great time at St. Stan’s H.S.A. Christmas Bazaar.
Burkard)

along with Mike Campo, Zack Wranovics,
Tyler Santiago, Chris DeOcampo, and Ryan
Johnson.
The girls bowling team turned in a
(14-4) mark last season, finished third in
the White Division, and second in the CJ
Group III sectional. Returning starters are
Mary Kate Kersting, who averaged 185, Erin
Simon averaged 170, and Tiffany Glowacki
racked up a 165 average. Others expected
to contribute are Emily Yataco and Reanna
Cruz.
It should be another exciting bowling
season in Bomberville!

If you did, send us an e-mail at: satimes@aol.com. Let us know your name,
high school, college where you played, what
sport, and a favorite memory from the team
you played on.

daughter of St. Mary’s baseball great, John
Inman. Tara has seen limited action so far,
and scored 15 points, and hauled down 12
rebounds…FDU is off to a flying (7-0) start
thanks to some outstanding play by soph
Alyssa McDonough, a Sayreville grad, who
leads the team with 87 points, and a 12.4
avg., while racking up 22 assists, which is
#2 on FDU…Rhonda Rompola is now in
her 24th season as Head Coach of the SMU
(4-4) women’s basketball team. She now has
over 400 career victories in her collegiate
coaching career…The Middlesex County
College Blue Colts men’s basketball team
is (3-4). Locals contributing to MCC are
forward Malik Cisson from South Amboy,
and Sayreville’s Bryant Webb, Jon Bracero,
and Donald Johnson…The MCC women’s
basketball club off to an outstanding (7-1)
stare, features several local as well, including Sayreville’s Jen Shereyka and Gabrielle
Cassiere, and South Amboy’s Caitlin Norek,
Brittany Clayton, Shana Anderson, and
Lauryn Materowski…
William Paterson University (5-3),
freshman Jackie Rodriguez, a Sayreville
War Memorial HS graduate, tops the team in
scoring avg. with a 14.0, and is #2 in points
scored with 84.
A PRAYER FOR HEALING
Lord, you invited all who are burdened to come to
You. Allow your healing hand to heal me. Touch my soul
with Your compassion for others. Touch my heart with Your
courage and infinite love for all. Touch my mind with Your
wisdom, that my mouth may always proclaim Your praise.
Teach me to reach out to You in my need. Help me to lead
others to You by my example. Most loving heart of Jesus,
bring me health in my body and spirit so that I may serve
You with all my strength. Touch gently with this life that
you have created. Amen -S.R.
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The Local Sports Memory Machine
By Tom Burkard

From The Sports Archives

1969-70-The talented Hoffman Governors boys’ varsity basketball team consisted of standing
(l-r) Coach Ray “Butch” Tomaszewski, Gary Read, Gary Lange, Jim Keegan, Tom Wortley,
Bob Levins, Larry Kurzawa, Jim Pavlonnis. Kneeling (l-r) Jim Croddick, Ron Croddick.
Missing from photo-Danny Paone.

85 Years Ago

1929-Carteret slammed the South
Amboy football team, 53-0. Joe “Ducky”
Medwick, who would go on to a Baseball
Hall of Fame career, was also outstanding
on the gridiron, and scored 2 touchdowns,
and 5 extra points for a total of 17 of the
Ramblers points.
The lineup for SAHS was: LE-Bill
Colucci LT-Joe Beshada LG-Stanley Steiner
C-Bob Welden RG-Fernandez RT-Fred
Reese RE-Howard Lambertson QB-Manvel
Applegate LHB-Tunis Johnson RHB-Red
Olsen. Other players included Andy Peterson, Fred Rose, Medivets, Oscar Sabb,
Angelo Nicorvo, Ike Longstreet, Max
Melamed, Charlie “Chip” Brinamen, Jake
Goldstein, Piegelback. James Tustin was
the Head Coach.

75 Years Ago
Hoffman Wins First
State Title

1938-39-Hoffman High School won
its first state title, by capturing the Group
II State Basketball Championship over
Wildwood, 28-24. The Guvs, under Coach
Eugene “Jimmy” Dobrzynski, turned in a
school record for most wins in a season,
as they finished (23-4). Hoffman swept
cross-town rivals, St. Mary’s by scores of
41-40, and 38-30 to capture the City Series
crown as well.
The champions final scoring for the season was as follows: Chet Sprague 266 points,
Andy Dobrzynski 240, Carl Marks 201,
Team Captain Ernie Read 152, Richmond
62, Fred Henry 43, Kelly 32, Wally Wood
13, Selover 8, Gene Croddick 6, Charles
“Chub” Hammell 4, Clarence Bubaltz 0,
Ewtuschek 0.

The Christmas
Scene

Let’s go downtown
And do some shoppin’
Downtown where
Everyone’s all around
On Broadway
The stores look so nice
All decorated in red and green
Christmas trees all in lights
It’s the Christmas scene downtown
And everyone’s all around
Christmas music is playin’
In every store
It’s Christmas time
Who could ask for more?
And sidewalk Santa
Is doin’ his thing
While young carolers
Go door to door
And sing
It’s the Christmas scene

65 Years Ago

1949-St. Mary’s junior Bill Fagan boxed
in the Golden Gloves, and won a third round
knockout over 26-year old Navy veteran
Robert Daugherty. Fagan than lost on a
third round TKO to Earl Ross in the 112 lb.
class. Ross lost in the finals.

35 Years Ago

1979-The Hoffman Governors, under
rookie coach George Krzyzanowski captured the Highland Park Holiday Basketball
Tournament championship, with a thrilling
46-45 victory over the host club. Tom
Mulligan connected on the game winner
with a free throw at 0:02 left in overtime.
Bill Lewis led the scoring parade with 14
points, and was followed by Steve Richmond
12, John Dragotta 8, Mulligan 6, and Bob
Aucone 6.
Lewis’ pretty jump shot with 0:03
remaining in regulation tied the game at
45-45. The teams went scoreless in OT,
until Mulligan stole the ball, drove down
court and was fouled to set the stage for his
huge free toss that brought the title home to
South Amboy.

30 Years Ago
Huge Year For
Peter Smith

1984-Hoffman High’s basketball superstar scoring machine, Peter Smith scored
his 1,000th point against East Brunswick
Tech.
Smith went on to finish the 1983-84
season as the Middlesex County’s scoring
champion with 707 points, and also finished
#1 in scoring average with a 27.2 per game
showing. His high game was 41 points.

Glory Days
In Local
Sports

1966-Perth Amboy St.
Mary’s blasted South Amboy
St. Mary’s, 99-18 in boys
track. John Pintauro won
the 120 low hurdles for the
Eagles, and Charlie Hetzel
breezed to an 880-run victory for the Lions. (The popular Hetzel
later became a South Amboy firefighter for
many years). 1974-Sayreville trounced South
River, 96-35 in boys track. Bob Gutkowski
shattered his old mile record of 4:31.2, by
clocking 4:29.0. Bud Haines won the pole
vault with an 11-ft. leap, and also the long
jump, 19-5. 1980-Hoffman boys’ basketball
team nipped Monroe, 66-64, as John Dragotta
poured in 27 points to lead the way. Steve
Richmond contributed 14 for the Guvs.
1997-South Amboy girls’ basketball team
trounced Woodbridge Tech, 53-12. Kristen
English led the way with 12 points and got
help from Kelly Brady 10 points, and Kim
Peterson 9 points and 11 rebounds. 2003Cardinal McCarrick girls’ basketeers jolted
JFK, 57-42. Karen Goszkowski swished in
21 points and Rosie Diaz added 15.

T.H.E.
Game

Year-1995
Sport-Boys Basketball
Teams-St. Mary’s (4-3) vs. Hoffman (0-6)
in City Series action.
Recap-The Eagles led 34-18 at the half, and
50-39 after 3 quarters, but Hoffman made an
amazing comeback run, but fell short, 60-57.
Mark Giaconna of the Saints, took game
scoring honors, with 22 points. Teammate
Jim Christie hit for 15 points. The Guvs were
led by Mark Finnegan with 15, Mike Russo
15, and Charlie Honimar 12 points.
Player-of-the-Game-Mark Giaconna, St.
Mary’s.

A Christmas Wish

If I could have
Just one Christmas wish
It would not be for me
I’d ask for the world
For just one day
To live in peace and harmony

Vellanti Remebered

It was just brought to our attention that
former St. Mary’s baseball pitcher, Jim Vellanti passed away on September 27, 2009
at 42 years old. Jim was a 1985 graduate
of St. Mary’s High School, and did pretty
well pitching for the Eagles. He grew up in
Old Bridge, and at the time of his passing,
held the position of Chief Operating Officer
for JNF Asset Management LLC in New
York City. Jim was a really good guy, who
touched many lives along the way. May
God bless him.

C.Y.O. Days

1988-St. Mary’s 7th and 8th grade boys’
basketball defeated host team St. John Vianney of Colonia, 42-28, to win the 2nd Annual Father Sergel Basketball Tournament.
Joe Reilly came off the bench to lead the
balanced St. Mary’s offense with 10 points.
Vianney was completely stifled by the pressing Eagles and scored only 9 points in the
half. Corey DeBlis was selected tourney
MVP, and Leo Cannon was picked for the
All-Tournament Team.
The Saints stats for the 3-game tournament were: Cannon 22 points, 29 rebounds;
Tom Kelley 21 points, 26 rebounds; Reilly
15 points, 26 rebounds; DeBlis 34 points, 17
rebounds; Chris Bratus 17 points, 27 assists;
Al D’Agostino 15 points, 15 steals. Also
contributing big-time were Brian Noble,
Matt Cannon, Anthony Olivieri, Danny
Seaman, Michael Miccuci, John Chiarini,
and D.J. Salmon. St. Mary’s was coached
by Jim Cleary and Jim Pavlonnis.

Did You Know?

In the early 1950’s, the great Johnny
O’Brien, who starred for Seattle University,
faced the New York Knicks, while playing
for the College All-Stars at Madison Square
Garden, and tossed in 11 points, as New
York won, 89-71.

Season Opener

1970-Hoffman ran past Croydon Hall
in an NBA-styled shootout, 104-92 to open
the 1970-71 basketball campaign. Providing the offense and board-crashing for the
Guvs was Ron Croddick with 27 points,
Gary Lange 24 points, Dan Paone 24 points,
17 rebounds, and Jim Keegan 10 points, 11
rebounds.

The Cheerleaders

10 Years Ago
Seres Led Guvs

2004-The Hoffman boys’ basketball
team finished (5-16). Brian Seres topped
the scoring for the season with 325 points,
and was followed by Joe Bartlinski with
284. Both players finished their outstanding
schoolboy careers with over 1,000 points
each.

Save the Date
Breakfast with the
Historians
February 8th, 2015
Sponsored by the Historical Society of
South Amboy

More details to come in the next issue of
The South Amboy/Sayreville Times!

1949-65 years ago, St. Mary’s talented varsity basketball cheerleaders included top row
(l-r) Mary Vail, Pat Sneed, Flo (Press) Cieslarczyk, Betty Ann Conlogue. Bottom row (l-r)
Joan Connors, Pat Hendricks, Ann Marie Cannon, Joanne O’Leary, Virginia Williams, Marie
Burkard. (Photo/names courtesy of Virginia Williams Stillwagon)

Champions

Congratulations once again to South Amboy’s own Sure-Hit Home Improvements men’s
softball team for winning the Monroe Twp. Softball League championship. The games were
played on Nov. 23rd at Middlesex County Thompson Park complex in Jamesburg. This
Sure-Hit team won the best of 3 series in 2 games to capture their 2nd title in a row for this
league. The team would like to dedicate this championship to their friend and fellow teammate
Donald Heimall, who unexpectedly passed away this past July. The champs pictured (l-r)
Matt Ryan, Dan Nigro, Mike DeJoy, Vincent Spitaletto, Bram Garcia, Jim Abbatiello, Jared
Mundy, Team Sponsor-Thomas Ryan with grandson Matthew, Ralph Chance, Bob Bellushio,
Russ Banasiak, Timmy Adams, Brian DeJoy. (Photo/info submitted)

THE SMOKE COLUMN
By Ex-Chief Richard Kosmoski

As we close out 2014 and prepare for
the arrival of 2015, I would like to take this
opportunity to thank and congratulate the
Chiefs of the South Amboy and Sayreville
Fire Departments. Their input was the basis
for many of the articles that appeared in the
Smoke Column this year. Earlier in the year
I made note that for a fire chief to have a
successful year there would be no fire related
deaths or major injuries to civilians and fire
fighters alike. Both Chief Brett Coyle of the
SAFD and Chief Mark Zadlock of the SFD
have accomplished that goal as there were no
fire related deaths or severe injuries sustained
on the fire ground in either community.
As the year 2014 changes to 2015 so
does the leadership of many fire departments.
Congratulations are in order for the incoming
chief’s, Michael Geraltowski, Chief of the
South Amboy FD and Nicholas D’Amore,
Chief of the Sayreville FD. May both of
you have successful years serving as chief
of your respective fire departments. Coming
on board with the new chiefs are many new
company officers. It is the chief’s responsibility to run the entire department but it is
these Captains and Lieutenants who are in
charge of the individual fire companies and
lead their fire fighters at the fire scenes under
the direction of the chief. The leadership
qualities of these officers will be put to the
test every time the alarm sounds. Their skilled
training and experience will be necessary to
get the job done and return everyone home
safely after every incident.
With the winter season upon us, prepare
yourself, your family, and your home for
the possibility of major winter storms. The
Red Cross recommends that each household
have enough supplies on hand to sustain
themselves for up to three days. Hurricane
Sandy should still be fresh in your minds and
you remember how long it took to return to
some sense of normalcy.
When the snows do come, clean your

South Amboy Mayor Fred Henry (l) and his
sister Carol pictured at Christmas 1951.

walkway so if there is a need for medical
or fire department related services, the
emergency responders won’t have to trudge
through the snow to get to you. If the snow is
deep, clear it from around your nearest fire
hydrant so that the responding fire apparatus
can find the hydrant when needed.
How about your neighbors? Just about
everyone has a senior citizen living within a
few doors of their own. If you are the person
with a snowblower, clear their walkway because they may be in a greater need of medical
services. During a medical emergency or
structure fire time is of the essence. Having
these volunteers respond to your emergency
and being delayed by accumulated snow
will compound the problem and may be the
difference between life and death. During
emergency weather conditions, fire fighters
and EMS personal voluntarily man their stations so they can make a rapid response to
the emergency call, don’t let your inactions
cause further delays.
Year 2015 will be a memorable one
for the South Amboy Fire Department as
they prepare to celebrate their 125th Anniversary. Preparations and plans have
been in the works for the past few years.
Firefighters have been holding various fund
raisers to defray the cost of this gala event.
The celebrations and events that the fire
department has planned for the upcoming
year are expensive and require your help in
donating to this worthy cause. Please help
to support this community wide celebration
anyway you can when asked to do so. More
information will be forth coming as the year
progresses.
I would like to thank Tom Burkard of
the SA Times for the opportunity to write
about our two local fire departments and the
fantastic job they do in protecting our communities 24 hours a day, 365 days a year.
Questions and comments can be submitted to NJVFC@optonline.net
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WWW.?

The final “Mystery Photo” for 2014 may be a bit tough for our faithful readers. Give it a try
by sending an e-mail with your guess to: satimes@aol.com. (Photo by Tom Burkard)

November Winners

November’s “Mystery Photo” was an
easy one…Jo-Tom’s Sub Shop on South Pine
Ave., South Amboy. The great photo was
courtesy of Joanne Katko. The winners who
correctly identified Jo-Tom’s were: Chuck
Pickard, Mark Abbatiello, Bill & Pat Scully,
W. Tom Kross, who said, “Before it was
Jo-Tom’s it was Hershey’s Ice Cream,” Paul
Sohayda, Estelle Pluskota, Gerry Sherry,
Dennis Quinlan, Caterina DiMaggio, Pete
Toth, Joan Gorczyca, Marie English, T.J.
Albanese, Carl Swenson, Joe Prusik, Pat
Minnick, Maryanne Matarangolo, Joan Fulham, Don Zrebiec, Mary Agnes Morris, Lisa
Grankowski, Glenn Fallon, Judy Guilfoyle,

Ed Paczkowski, Dave Katko.
The answer was easy for Shirley Zakrzewski Read, who worked there recalling
that “I know this place well. I worked for
Josephine DeFeo and Tom Grassia (Where the
name came from, Jo and Tom) at the original
Jo-Tom’s, which was located across the street
from the one in the Mystery Photo. I worked
there all during my high school and college
days from 1965-72. My dad, sister, brother
and cousin also worked there. Eventually, the
business was sold to Victor (Can’t remember
his last name). I became famous at Hoffman
High School because of working there. Great
memories!”

Tom,
What a
terrific November issue of
the South AmboySayreville Times, researching
the 1942 St. Mary’s basketball team! I knew
everyone of these fine athletes/coach/student managers, all because I was fortunate/
gifted in growing up in “The Pleasant Little
City” of South Amboy. Gene O’Toole looks
nearly the same as he did years ago, and I’m
happy that you highlighted his picture. Your
South Amboy-Sayreville Times newspaper
is one of my monthly delights!
Thanks Tom for making South Amboy
and Sayreville remain alive in our hearts.
Merry Christmas & Happy New
Year,
Bill “Biff” McKeon
(Formerly of South Amboy/Sayreville)
Indiana
Thank You

We want to thank everyone who either
attended or helped with the Benefit for my
daughter Jaclyn Olsen on November 29th at
the Knights of Columbus in South Amboy.
Thank you just does not seem like enough
but there is no other word, please know that
we will never forget what you have all done
for our Jaclyn. Jaclyn was diagnosed with
Stage 3 Breast Cancer in July while 5 months
pregnant. She went misdiagnosed by two
doctors for 3 months. Because she didn’t
give up, the 3rd doctor actually listened to
her. She underwent chemotherapy while
carrying her son Nicholas. Nicholas was
delivered 1 month early, so that she could
undergo more aggressive treatment.
Our message to everyone is please go
with your gut. If you think there is something
wrong, there probably is, please do not give
up. Go for a second opinion, a third or a
seventh, what ever it takes to get the correct
answer. Cancer does not discriminate, it does
not care if you are a young otherwise healthy
26 year old. If my Jaclyn didn’t keep asking
questions, we are not sure where we would
be today. She is still here, still fighting and
we all feel very blessed.
Denise Morgan

PLEASE, GOD, LET IT SNOW
By Elaine Scott

The only thing better than having a
white Christmas was when we had a heavy
snowfall before the Holiday, too. Waking
in the morning to a view of opaque whiteness outside the bedroom window was a
child’s dream come true. Listening to the
school closings on the radio and hearing
Hoffman and Sacred Heart mentioned but
not St. Mary’s was like having that dream
start turning into a nightmare. Finally, almost begrudgingly and with reluctance, the
announcement would come. There would
be no school that day. Snow days meant
sleigh riding in a world transformed into
a winter wonderland. It also had meant
waiting impatiently for the snow plow
to clear the streets. There was no need to
wait, though, after an ice storm, the kind
that spits icy needles against the windowpane before freezing as soon as it hits the
ground. For those of us who had grown
up in Mechanicsville, that was when we’d
all head to Monk’s Hill. Before the woods
at the top of Conover Street were cleared
for development in 1960, there used to be
a narrow “passage” leading to Wilmont
Street between the woods and the Creed
house. Unpaved, loaded with rocks, and
filled with bumps from soil erosion, few
cars had ever attempted using it. If they
did, they usually hadn’t done so a second
time. We all had called it, Monk’s Hill. To
go sleigh riding, we had used heavy wooden
sleds with runners made of steel. Rubbing
soap on the runners would, literally, make
the sleds fly over the ice, and fly we did,
especially when going down Monk’s Hill.
First, we had needed to get to the top of the
hill and getting there wasn’t easy. Dragging
the heavy sleds up the steep incline by ropes
attached to the steering handles, we used to
slip, slide, and fall on the ice as we made
our way slowly to the top. Usually sharing
one sled, probably for extra courage, we’d
lie on our stomachs in layers of twos and
threes. I can still remember how it had felt
as the sled began its descent, picking up
speed with each passing inch of ground.
Impossible to steer on the ice, the sled just
flew over the hardened surface. The bumps
were big, bouncing us in the air as we held
on as tight as we could. The ride more often

Dr. Therkelsen
Voted Kids Favorite

Dr. Kathleen Therkelsen of Therkelsen
Chiropractic in South Amboy was selected
with the prestigious honor of being one of
New Jersey’s “Favorite Kid Doctors” in
Chiropractic. The selection was made in the
December 2014 issue of New Jersey Family
magazine. Congratulations Dr. Kathy on an
honor well-deserved!

than not had ended when we hit one bump
too many. Being tossed sideways into the air,
we’d find ourselves on our backs with the
heavy steel runners of the sled resting on or
near our faces. Bruised and battered, we’d
get up and do it all over again. I think we not
only enjoyed going down Monk’s Hill, but
also surviving it each time we did.
When we got tired, we’d always end
the day by taking our sleds to the top of
Wilmont Street for a non-stop ride to the
bottom. Without caution of any kind, we’d
take the hair-raising ride as though we had
owned the street. Soaring through the intersection, we’d just hope no cars would come
through at the same time. When they did,
those steel runners on our sleds always let us
weave our way around those cars to safety.
Thinking about it, there really was never a
thought given to “sled safety” or safety in
anything where children were concerned
back then. In a way, I’m surprised anyone of
us had survived our childhood at all. Pulling
those heavy sleds wasn’t easy, so, reaching
the bottom of Wilmont Street often meant
sleigh riding for the day was over. Besides,
by that time, only the heat of exertion had
kept us from being frostbitten in the freezing temperatures. With our cheeks a bright
cherry red from the cold; our toes frozen in
our rubber galoshes; and ice balls clinging
to our sodden woolen hats and mittens, we’d
slowly start heading to our homes.
Knowing that it would take hours for
the radiators to dry our coats and galoshes,
and not having anything else to wear, had
made those walks sad ones. Not wanting the
day to ever end, we’d start silently praying
the same prayer which was echoed in the
minds of all the other kids throughout the
area. With the unswerving childhood belief
that He would always listen to our pleas,
we’d fervently pray, “Please, God, let it
snow again tonight.”
I wish a Happy Hannukkah to our
Jewish friends, and a Merry Christmas to
you all!!

The Christmas
Countdown
c. 2010

It’s the Christmas countdown
As the big day draws near
The Christmas countdown
The happiest time of the year
Shoppers scurry all around
As large snowflakes
Fall to the ground
Kids are waiting
For that special sight
Of the man in red
With a beard snowy white
Just watching the calendar everyday
‘Til December 25th comes our way
It’s the Christmas countdown.
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Where Have You Gone, Ernie Read?
From Swan Hill To Japan And Much More
By Tom Burkard

Ernie Read, formerly of South Amboy, and
long-time Sayreville resident has had an
amazing career. (Photo by Tom Burkard)

Ernie Read has had a truly amazing and
successful life. Born and raised in South
Amboy, he grew up on Swan Hill, which
is located very close to the South Amboy
Waterworks, and an idyllic setting for youngsters back in the day. He said that his best
childhood memories of living there were
that “It was like a summer camp. Everyone
came down. It was great being outside and
very healthy, plus the ponds were there, plus
the woods, and we went fishing. It was the
perfect spot for having fun.”
He went on to discover baseball, and
played for Coach Honcie Thomsen’s Progressive Little Fellas League team, and
became a very talented baseball player.
Ernie said that he would never forget the
time he got 2 hits in a game off the great Curt
Wood, who years later became his teammate
at Hoffman High. Read joked and said, “I
must have swung the bat when Curt wound
up.” Despite those 2 hits, he still contends
that Wood was the toughest pitcher to bat
against back then. He also recalled a game
that he had a perfect 6-for-6 performance at
the plate, which is quite a feat for anyone.
Following his Little Fellas League days, he
was drafted into the Babe Ruth League by
the Independence Fire Co., team, where he
played for coaches Ray Stockton (a former
professional player), and Harold Dennen Sr.
Ernie praised both men and said they taught
him so much.
He said that some of his favorite teammates in the Little Fellas League were Mark
Bratus, Vince Zebro, Lou Grover, and Russ
Thomsen. In the Babe Ruth League, he
named Jack Bloodgood, Fred Henry, Bob
Keegan, Dennis Bratus, Ron Dennen, and
Skip Costanzo. He said that the toughest
pitcher for him to hit in the Babe Ruth League
was hard-throwing lefty, George Beck.
As a kid, he said that his favorite professional athletes were Mickey Mantle, Tom
Seaver, Jerry Grote and Sandy Koufax in
baseball, Joe Namath in football, and Willis
Reed and Walt Frazier in basketball.
There were other non-sports related
activities that kept a young Ernie Read busy,
and he said, “I loved to read. My parents always gave me toys like Erector sets, Lincoln
Logs to be creative. I also liked carpentry
work, and I love model trains, and I started
with them when I was five.”
Ernie’s father Ernie was an outstanding
athlete at Hoffman HS, and captain of the
school’s first-ever state championship team,
the 1938-39 Governors basketball squad.
“Dad encouraged my brother Gary and I in
sports all the time. He’d come out and play
when our friends were down. But, he didn’t
force us to play sports.”
While playing for Coach John Zdanewicz at Hoffman HS, Ernie played with
some of the finest athletes in Hoffman/South
Amboy HS history. He said that, “The
players and the team were really good, as
well as the coaches John Zdanewicz and
his assistant John Kovaleski. Read named
a few of his favorite teammates citing
“Curt Wood, Billy Clayton, Bob Keegan,

Ken Blaha, Jack Bloodgood, and so many
others.” He also enjoyed bowling and was
a fine bowler in the school’s intramural
program (they didn’t have varsity bowling
teams back in the 1960’s). Ernie said that,
“Russ Thomsen was the ace, and later went
on to the Pro Tour.
When asked about his high school
coaches he said, “John Zdanewicz was funny,
but really cared about the players. He was
the strategy guy, the win-win, but John Kovaleski taught me the mental aspect, the most
about the game. He taught me that in hitting,
you don’t have to swing at every strike, be
selective. When I took that approach, my
average in high school doubled.”
Ernie reminisced about his most memorable high school games, saying, “I hit a
home run on jayvees, and also on varsity.”
He was also known for his speed on the bases
throughout his career, and said, “I could run.
I was never thrown out stealing.”
As for his senior year, he said, “In my
senior year, I had a good season, injury free,
and I understood the game. I started in left
field, then moved over to right field, and
asked why I was moved, and was told that
‘Because you were a catcher, no one’s going
to go from first to third on your arm.”
Read said that local legends, Curt Wood
and Billy Clayton “Were the best, as good
as anybody I ever played against. Billy had
Major League potential, and so did Curt until
senior year.”
Ernie attended Culver-Stockton College
in Missouri for one semester, transferred
back to Middlesex County College where
he received his A.A. degree. He went on to
Rutgers of Newark, and graduated in 1972.
In ’83, he received his Masters degree from
Rutgers Graduate School of Education in
New Brunswick. His wife Shirley graduated
from Rutgers Newark in 1972, and received
her Masters in ’95 from Rutgers Graduate
School of Education in New Brunswick.
In ’71, he was a member of the first-ever
Mechanicsville Bombers Men’s Slow Pitch
Softball team, to which he recalled, “I had a
ball. I was like a kid again. It helped me get
it out of my system.” He played softball for
a few years, with the Bombers, who changed
their named to Mechanicsville A.C., and
also in the Men’s Basketball League, with
Mechanicsville, and later Mountaineer Construction, and The Spartans, where he was
one of the team’s leading scorers.
Ernie umpired from 1970-1985 in the
South Amboy youth leagues, and always
called ‘em as he’d see ‘em, and was respected
by team managers for his good calls. He
recalled that his first game umpiring was
with the late and beloved Joe McCarthy.
“I had a lot of fun umpiring and miss it,”
Read said.
Following his graduation from college,
he subbed at his alma mater for a while, and
“It took me a year to get a teaching position
at Vo-Tech, where I remained for 38 years
until retiring.” Read was a very popular
History teacher with his students throughout the years. Ernie’s wife, Shirley taught
Biological Sciences at East Brunswick HS
for 35 years until her retirement.
Ernie and Shirley started dating at the
end of their senior year at Hoffman HS in
’68, and dated through their college days,
and got married exactly one month after they
graduated from college. “It was a promise
we made to our parents,” said Ernie.
They both went on to truly outstanding
careers in the educational field, receiving
numerous awards and honors. Ernie won
The Governors’ Award four times, in 1989,
1994, 1999, 2006. He was also Middlesex
County Teacher of the Year in 1994, 1995,
1999, 2000. In addition, he was the recipient
of the prestigious Fulbright Memorial Fund
in 2000, an award in which 200 teachers from
across the United States are selected, and in
Read’s words, “You win a 3 weeks trip to
Japan, and you’re a guest of the Japanese
government, and tour their schools. It was
amazing, the best experience!” In 2003,
Ernie received the Princeton University
Distinguished Secondary Teacher Award,
and also that year, he was a finalist for the
National Teachers Hall of Fame, for which
he was nominated by the New Jersey State

Teacher of the Year. Ernie proudly stated
that, “My wife Shirley won the Teacher of
the Year Award in 1997 or 1998, and also
received the Fulbright Memorial Fund in
2001. It was not an easy time to travel
abroad, especially a month after 911, but she
went and had a great experience in Japan,”
said Ernie.
In addition to his many successes in the
educational field, he was an excellent baseball coach for 27 years, (2 at New Brunswick
Vo-Tech, and 25 at Perth Amboy Vo-Tech),
amassing over 250 victories, and was named
Coach of the Year 3 times! Ernie said that
what he misses about teaching and coaching
most is “Being with kids and the interaction.
Also knowing you can help people. I also
enjoyed the people you get to meet in the
educational field.”
Ernie’s current hobbies include “Photography, my trains, and reading. He said
that his favorite athletes today are Derek
Jeter, Mariano Rivera, Mike Trout, and
Jacob DeGrom.
One of his fondest memories was “When
at the GMC meeting and I was selected
Coach of the Year, one of the coaches from
another team said, ‘You spent your whole
career coaching for all the right reasons.’
I just thought, what a way to sum up your
career.”
Ernie said that “I am most proud of my
family. My accomplishments show that I did
what I was supposed to do, and above and
beyond. I tried to help people.”
Ernie Read is one of the nicest, down-toearth, sincere human beings you could ever
meet. When playing in the men’s leagues
together he always gave 100% and was the
ultimate teammate, admired and respected by
all. Ernie has worked very hard, both in the
classroom and also on the baseball diamond
for most of his life. We congratulate Ernie
and his wife Shirley on their outstanding
accomplishments throughout their career,
and wish them continued happiness and
success.

The popular former Perth Amboy Tech
baseball skipper hits infield practice before
a game. (Photo submitted)

Ernie Read who won over 250 games while
coaching Perth Amboy Tech, is pictured prior
to facing South Amboy several years ago at
Waterfront Park. (Photo by Tom Burkard)

SAYREVILLE BUSINESS TO CLOSE AT
YEAR’S END

Angles and Tangles Hair Salon located
at 152 Main Street in Sayreville, NJ, will
close after 22 years in business on December
31, 2014.
In a telephone interview, owner, Denna
Woznica-Fuentes said, “she is greatly appreciative to all her customers and patrons for
supporting her business for so many years.
Without them I could not have survived as
long as I did.”
After being in business for over 2
decades, Ms. Woznica-Fuentes no longer
wants to manage the salon because in recent
years her priorities have shifted to her young
children. She commented, “Working late
every night is inevitable in the hair industry
and gives me less time to be with my family,
so I decided it was time to end this chapter
of my life and begin a new one in the New
Year that will be accommodating for both
me and my kids.”
Woznica-Fuentes also added that although she would still need to work after
her business closed she didn’t know what

she would do, until an idea of merging her
staff with another salon came to mind. This
would allow her to be able to continue to
do what she loves and her staff would not
be out of work.
This idea, which will soon become a
reality, is a win-win for everyone; especially
Maryann Lavery-Minnella, owner of the
Hair Shop located at 339 Main Street, South
Amboy, who happily agreed to take on board
the Angles and Tangles team. Ms. LaveryMinnella, is very excited for Denna and her
employees. She stated, “This merger is going
to change my business in a positive way.
With over 50 years of combined experience
both our salons have, I look forward to the
added business it will generate and have no
doubt that 2015 is going to be a great year
for all of us!”
On a final note, Ms. Woznica-Fuentes
noted that clients can continue to call the
salon for appointments at (732) 651-1124
because the number will remain active for
several months after the merger.

This Ad Appeared In The Citizen
Dec. 21, 1934

Can you tell us the exact location of the President Grill? Can you also name the different
business names through the years? Email your answers to satimes@aol.com
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Fishing Flashes
By Teo “Weebles” Weber

Salt Water
The Bluefish have left our area and
Party Boats fishing for Striped Bass have
found the fishing up and down. Most of
the fish are short with a few keepers. In the
Bay it’s very slow. I heard of a few shorts.
The people I have seen fishing at Lawrence
Harbor and Cliffwood Beach had no fish
and very few bites. Bottom fishing on the
Party Boats is mostly Ling, some Porgies,
Sea Bass and a few Cod. Blackfish fishing
is decent on the Party Boats now with a limit
of 6 fish. For those people, who know how
to catch them, are doing well. Surf action
to our south at IBSP and LBI is good for
mostly short Stripers. There are very few
keeper Bass mixed in. Winter Flounder
is very good off the Shark River docks at
Belmar. Game Wardens have been nabbing
people who catch their limit of two and then
put the fish in their cars and go back out to
fish for more.
Fresh Water
Trout fishing is decent in upstate streams
but the fish are small, 7 to 8 inches. My
wife and I made a trip back to Tilcon Lake
to try for Landlocked Salmon. It was a cold
damp day. We were there for little over an
hour. I didn’t do anything. She hooked a
small Salmon which threw her lure after
two jumps and lost it. I made one more mid
week trip back there at the end of November.
After a few casts I hooked one but lost it.
I casted for over three hours but that’s all I
did. I did see a good size fish break water
a few times chasing bait later on but it was
too far away.

Local Couple
Honored At St.
Patrick’s Cathedral
By Steve Schmid

Mike and Terri Yetsko have recieved one
of the highest honors in the Roman Catholic
Church. They were recently invested in the
Equestrian Order of the Holy Sepulchre
in St. Patrick’s Cathedral New York. The
Yetskos have belonged to Our Lady of
Victories parish in Sayreville for more than
50 years. Mike and Terri have been Finance
Council members for 15 years, and they have
served as Euchuristic ministers for more than
three decades. The Yetskos have been the
Lead Couple for the OLV Pre Cana group
for the last 8 years.
Congratulations to Mike and Terri for
their great devotion to OLV.  

South Amboy St. Patrick’s Parade Honorees Named
(Continued from page 1)

Former Assemblyman, now Senator
Peter Barnes Jr. will be serving as 2015
Honorary Grand Marshal. Peter is a U.S.
Army veteran who served as Private First
Class in the Military Police. After the service,
he was a Special Agent for the F.B.I., and
over the years served as Director of Public
Safety in Edison and Chairman of the NJ
State Parole Board. Peter lives with his wife
Barbara in Edison and has four 4 children,
Peter III, Patrick, Sheila, and Kelly and 10
grandchildren.
Also included in this year’s esteemed
parade honorees are WCTC Radio host, Burt
Baron and two of South Amboy’s esteemed

religious leaders Fr. Dennis Weezorak, and
Fr. Stanley Gromadzki.
Each year, numerous civic and nonprofit organizations show their support
for the city of South Amboy, and its Irish
heritage at this fun family event. The parade
continues its success thanks to support from
local business, individuals, and corporate
sponsors. Their generous donations help
to defray the cost of the many wonderful
pipe bands and marching bands attending
each year. Grand Marshals’ Night, the annual fundraising event to commemorate the
parade honorees, is set for Friday, January
30th. This official kick-off to the 2015 parade

season, will take place at the Ancient Order
of Hibernians Hall, at Second Street and
Stevens Ave. in South Amboy. Festivities
begin at 7:00pm and include a buffet dinner,
beer, wine, soda, music, with a special appearance from the award winning Col. D.B.
Kelly Pipes & Drums. Tickets are $40 and
can be purchased at the AOH Hall, Main
Liquors, or the South Amboy Y.
“Save the Dates!” for the 2015 “Tipa-Pint” events. The first, “Tip-A-Pint
Afternoon will be held at the AOH Hall on
February 22nd and the popular “Tip-a-Pint
Nite” will be held on March 5th at South
Stevens Pub, from 6:30 ‘til 9:30PM. Admis-

sion for each is $20.00 and includes food,
beer, wine, and soda. Here again, there will
be a special appearance from the Col. D.B.
Kelly Pipes & Drums. Tickets will be available at the door.
If you have a group interested in becoming a part of this great St. Patrick’s
Day tradition or for additional information, please contact the parade committee
at saparade6@gmail.com , visit the South
Amboy St. Patrick’s Day Parade website at
southamboyparade.com, or contact parade
committee chairperson Mickey Gross at
732-721-5031.
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Construction work being done next to Waterfront Park in South Amboy, where the Bayside
At South Amboy Luxury Townhomes will be built in the near future. Ryan Homes announced
on a flyer that the townhomes will cost “from the $340’s.” (Photo by Joe Lotkowictz)

New SA Luxury Townhouse
Project Begins
By Steve Schmid

Ground was broken recently on the
Bayside at South Amboy project by Raritan
Bay Waterfront Park. Luxury 2 car garage
townhouses will be constructed in a park
setting less than one mile from the North
Jersey Coast Line. Bayside at South Amboy
is being built by Ryan Homes which has

built several townhouse complexes in New
Jersey. Bayside will be located next to the
Lighthouse Bay community. The houses will
have 3 bedrooms, up to 2 1/2 bathrooms and
a large living space. Prices are expected to
be in the upper $340s.

FOURTH GRADE-HONOR ROLL
WITH DISTINCTION: Gabrielle Cruz,
Jillian Juhass, Emily Kamor, Sara Lukie,
Jeet Patel.
HONOR ROLL: Ashlie Anderson,
Gabriel Albarran, Angel Barillas, Jada
Berry, Jianny Caraballo, Mikayla Coman,
Shannon Coman, Nicholas DiForti, Gianna
Gawroriski, Kevin Gemian, Claudia Hanarz,
Kenneth Herman, Sawvera Khan, Emmanuella Louis, Matthew McGee, Kyleigh
Millette, Lauren Mullen, Damien Pascoe,
Devan Pathak, Evalise Perez, Franchesca

Sambucci, Christian Smith, Nicholas Szatkowski, Dakota Templeton, Isabella Vargas,
Karlee Weber, Tiffany Wen.
FIFTH GRADE-HONOR ROLL WITH
DISTINCTION: Emily Drill, Skylar Krass,
Cori LaVigne, Tatjana Roessle, Stefan
Trailovic,
Jonathan
We n .
HONOR ROLL: Isabella Bielinski,
Katie Breur, Louis De Grazia, Adam Eldeeb,
Vanessa Frimpong, Makayla Jones, Alexis
Moakler, Zackary Pawlik, Lucia Racioppi,
Ryan Rosseter, Anthony Vella, Raquel Yanez,
Alexandra Zaretsky.

SOUTH AMBOY ELEMENTARY
ACADEMIC ACHIEVEMENT FOR MP 1 2014/2015

Recently members of the South Amboy High School soccer team participated in a clothing
drive for BigBrothersBigSisters (BBBS). Not only was clothing collected but also Books,
Dvd’s, Small Appliances, Housewares and more. In all there were over 60 large bags of
clothes donated to BBBS. BBBS is donating 20 cents per pound for the clothing. The money
received will then be given to the local food pantry at St. Mary’s. Their truck came to 11
lovely drive on a freezing morning several weeks ago. Helping to load the truck were Hubert
Maslowski, Ken Vergara, Conrad Grygorieu and Kevin Dzioba. (Photo/Info Submitted)

A Gift Card For
Christmas
c. 2010

If you’re Christmas shopping
And don’t know what to get
Give a gift card
It’s the easiest thing yet
Christmas shopping is not so hard
When you buy friends and loved ones
The perfect gift card
It saves lots of time and stress
If you’re not sure what to get
And on Christmas Day
Your loved one will confess
That the gift card you gave them
Is their best gift yet.

Stuck In The
Chimney
c. 2014

Where’s Santa
He may not show
He’s stuck in the chimney
Guess you didn’t know
He’s gotta get out
Or the kids will pout
Christmas won’t be the same without
It just won’t be the same this year
But, hey kids have no fear
The fire truck is here
And if that won’t work
They’ll get a crane
Yes, it may seem a bit insane
Santa’s stuck in the chimney
Who’s gonna bring the gift
For you and me
Let’s get him out
Get Santa Claus free.
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Obituaries

Attardi, Patricia McAnerney, 80, of
South Amboy died on Nov. 25.
Coan, John A. Jr., 66, formerly of South
Amboy died on Nov. 22.
Dibling, Lawrence H. “Larry,” 59, of
South Amboy died on Nov. 16.
Kalicki, Lawrence, 77, of Parlin died
on Dec. 11.
Krzyzkowski, Joseph (Cross) Sr., 72,
of Parlin died on Dec. 12.
Lucas, Barbara Ann, 77, of Sayreville
died on Dec. 3.
McDermott, Joseph F., 77, of Sayreville
died on Dec. 1.
Morton, Gary J., 55, of Parlin died on
Dec. 10.
Patuszak, Margaret M., 83, formerly of
Sayreville died on Nov. 6.
Reszkowski, Bernard E., 86, of South
Amboy died on Nov. 19.
Rom, Rose, of Parlin died on Dec. 6.
Sebok, Helen, 82, of South Amboy died
on Nov. 24.
Shingola, Melissa “Missy” Mace, 57,
formerly of South Amboy died on Nov.
18.
Smith, James R., 80, of Sayreville died
on Dec. 12.
Tadros, Elizabeth L., of Parlin died on
Nov. 21.
Thomas, Thomas Shipley, 62, formerly
of South Amboy died on Nov. 14.
Thompson, Madaline, 96, of Parlin died
on Nov. 28.
Van Deursen, Arthur, 92, of Sayreville
died on Nov. 30.
Van Mierlo, Robert L., 68, formerly of
South Amboy died on Nov. 23.
Ward, Patricia, 68, of South Amboy
died on Nov. 15.
White, Frederick W., Jr., 58, of South
Amboy/Morgan died on Nov. 15.
Williams, Lois G., 78, of South Amboy
died on Nov. 13.
Woznica, Anna M., 85, of South Amboy
died on Nov. 30.

Joe Krzyzkowski
Remembered
By Tom Burkard

NOTICE

South Amboy-Sayreville NonProfit organizations—Churches—
Schools—Fire Companies—First Aid
Squads, etc.
Please do not send flyers to us, or
call on the phone about your upcoming
events, and expect us to rewrite them
into news release form to print in The
SA Times.
We are only too happy to give you
FREE publicity, but do not have time to
retype the flyer into a release for you,
and then put it in the paper. Please type

Joe Krzyzkowski, better known as Joe
Cross to locals, died unexpectedly on Dec.
12 at age 72. If you did a lot of driving on
Washington Road in Parlin, from President
Park up to the Sayreville Emergency Squad
building area, you probably saw Joe walking
there, something he did everyday no matter
what the weather conditions were.
Joe grew up in the Mechanicsville section of South Amboy, and was affectionately
nicknamed “Bunsy” for his love of the
delicious Hot-Cross pastries that bakeries
usually bake and sell during Easter time.
He loved sports, especially baseball, and
played in the South Amboy youth leagues,
eventually becoming a coach in the South
Amboy Babe Ruth League for the Sacred
Heart team, and later Boat Club. He coached
for many years, and also guided his sons
teams in the Sayreville youth leagues. He
really knew the game, and enjoyed teaching
youngsters the fundamentals, as well as good
sportsmanship. Joe was very proud of his
one championship team in South Amboy,
and he also served as my assistant coach on
the 1978 Middlesex County Junior Baseball
championship team, which was comprised
of South Amboy’s Babe Ruth League AllStars, and we certainly had an enjoyable time
taking this group of outstanding baseball
players to the title.
(Continued on page 25)

Local Front Page Stories
At Christmas Time
By Tom Burkard

2004
Former St. Mary’s HS principal Sister
Mary Madeline, who died on Nov. 14th was
remembered by her former student Cheryl
Ruszczyk Schmid…The Sayreville mayor
and council reactivated the Senior Center/
Disabled Snow Removal program to help and
provide assistance to residents in need…Rich
Kosmoski was re-elected President of the NJ
Volunteer Fire Chiefs.
1994
Frank Kurzawa was selected Business
Leader of the Year for South Amboy by the
Old Bridge-Sayreville-South Amboy…Pat
Olexa was appointed to the South Amboy
Board of Education to fill the seat of her late
husband John Olexa, who had previously
served as Superintendent of Schools…South
Amboy’s oldest First Aid member, John McCloud, who served 62 years passed away,
and was remembered.
1989
The South Amboy City Council weighed
factors involved in bringing a ferry service to
the city…South Amboy City Council passed
a resolution honoring the First Presbyterian
Church on its 125th Anniversary.
1959
South Amboy Councilman James

Vanderveer was named head of the 1960
Heart Fund campaign in Middlesex County…Hoffman and St. Mary’s High Schools
received accreditation and were placed on the
approved list of secondary schools for 1960
by the NJ State Dept. of Education.
1954
Harold McLaughlin was re-elected
President by the South Amboy First Aid &
Safety Squad…South Amboy Chapter No. 67
DAV announced its membership increased
from the previous year to 39 members.
1939
Henry Dieker was elected Master of St.
Stephen’s Lodge No. 63 F. & A.M. masons…
John McCloud Jr. was elected President of
South Amboy First Aid & Safety Squad, succeeding Roy Freeman…Thomas McKeon
was re-elected President of South Amboy
Exempt Fireman’s Association…Charles
Hess was re-elected President of Protection
Engine Co…80 members registered for St.
Mary’s A.A.
1914
The South Amboy Board of Education
put a ban on dancing, specifically having
dancing class in the assembly hall. Can
you imagine?

Christmas Long Ago

1962-The Gomolka Family is busy decorating their tree. Pictured (l-r) Al Gomolka Jr., Susan
Gomolka, Marianne Gomolka, and Barry Gomolka.

Terry Jankowski is so proud of her new bicycle
in 1961, as her mom Stella Jankowski looks
on. Terry said, “As you can see, I was thrilled
to have a REAL 2-wheeler.”

1951-Ethel & Linnea Friberg with their new
dolls from Santa Claus.
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Joe Krzyzkowski
Remembered
(Continued from page 24)

Setting Positive
Goals & Keeping
Them in 2015

Along the way, he found time to play
softball, all the time, especially after retiring, in 3 different leagues, including the NJ
Senior Softball Association. He also played
for the the over 60-state championship team
many years ago.
Joe also had a great memory of local
sports, and contributed many times to feature stories we were working on for The SA
Times. His long-time neighbor Clem Skarzynski said, “I’m really going to miss him.
We talked all the time. Everyone around here
affectionately called him “Socks” because
of the high socks he always wore.”
Joe (Cross) Krzyzkowski was a hard
worker and great family man, who will
be certainly missed by so many for all the
wonderful things he did. He touched many
lives along the way, especially with all the
time and dedication he put into coaching
the youth of South Amboy and Sayreville.
He sure loved the games of baseball and
softball, and this Christmas he will probably
be playing a doubleheader in heaven, and
really enjoying it. God Bless, Joe!

Ready to look ahead to 2015 and make
it a great year? We all set New Year’s resolutions, but most are inadvertently forgotten or
ignored. How can we make 2015 a year of
fun and achievement? Join Michele Granberg
at Sayreville Public Library on Wednesday,
January 14 from 6:30 to 8:00PM to move
past fears blocking achievement of almost
any goal. Learn how to write goals that are
realistic, measurable and attainable. Discover ways to follow your goals with actions
while staying motivated and inspired along
the way. Bring a journal or notebook and a
few goals in mind. Start 2015 with passion,
focus and a strategic plan.
Michele Granberg has been a life coach,
healer and workshop facilitator for over 14
years. Visit www.MicheleGranberg.com.
Contact Alaina by phone at 732-7270212 ex. 25 or email alainad@lmxac.org
to register, or register online now at www.
sayrevillelibrary.org!

Meditation has been scientifically
proven to activate the relaxation response,
and as a result, almost every health condition
improves. Meditation can relieve anxiety,
depression, asthma, fatigue, hypertension,
infertility, insomnia, backaches, headaches,
abdominal pain, and muscle and joint
pain. The list goes on and on!
In this introductory class, you will
learn how to calm your mind and body
through simple meditation and breathing
techniques. Even the busiest of lifestyles
can fit these simple techniques into their
daily routines! Start reaping the benefits of
meditation today! Join instructor, Denise

Morgan, at Sayreville Public Library on
Monday, January 26 from 7:15 to 8:30PM.
Attendees should bring a mat or towel
and water. Chairs will be provided for those
who cannot get down on the floor. A medical waiver must be signed at the beginning
of class.
Denise Morgan is a Professional Yoga
Instructor, Shaman, Lightworker, Medium,
Certified Personal Trainer, and Exercise
Instructor.
Limited availability so register early!
Must be 18 or older. For more info, contact
Alaina at 732-727-0212 ex. 25 or email her
at alainad@lmxac.org.

Meditation for the Busy Lifestyle
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The Sadie Pope Dowdell Library Board
of Trustees recently named Holly Hughes
Horning (l) as a new member. Library Director
Elaine Gaber (r) welcomes her to the board.
(Photo by Tom Burkard)

Sayreville Ladies
Auxiliary
January Meeting

Looking Back,
Moving Forward—a
Musical Odyssey

Join The Counterclockwise Ensemble
at Sayreville Public Library for a unique
listening experience that combines the
intimacy and instrumentation of chamber
music with the energy and vitality of a
rock concert. Evoking the mood and spirit
of both European and American classical
masterpieces, the Ensemble will take you
on a sonic journey that draws much of its
inspiration from the natural beauty of the
American landscape in full bloom and the

hearty music of its people in celebration. This
is was originally scheduled in January but
cancelled due to snow.
•was
TANK
REMOVAL • INSTALLATION
All ages are welcome to attend this
• TANK
TESTING
SANDFILL
special
event on Monday,
July 14 •
from
1:00
to 2:00PM.
The Counterclockwise Ensemble
• ENVIRONMENTAL
SERVICES
is a guitar, strings and percussion quintet
that plays contemporary American chamber
music. Equally at home in a variety of genres,
the group primarily
plays the compositions
ADVANCED
of guitarist Rich Stein, sprinkling in pieces
SITE Saint-Saens and Brahms
by Holst, Copland,
as well as traditional American and Irish folk
IMPROVEMENT
tunes into their sets. The current ensemble
includes Rich Stein (guitar), Andrew and
Rebecca Perea (orchestral strings), Glen
Saunders (double bass) and Jim Mansfield
(percussion).
Register online, contact Alaina at 732727-0212 ex. 25, or email her at alainad@
lmxac.org for more information.

ASI

(732)

566-0281

Sayreville Ladies Auxiliary will hold
its next meeting on Jan. 27, 2015 at 7 p.m.
There will be no meeting in December due
to the holidays. For more info call 732264-3041.
A PRAYER FOR HEALING
Lord, you invited all who are burdened to come to
You. Allow your healing hand to heal me. Touch my soul
with Your compassion for others. Touch my heart with Your
courage and infinite love for all. Touch my mind with Your
wisdom, that my mouth may always proclaim Your praise.
Teach me to reach out to You in my need. Help me to lead
others to You by my example. Most loving heart of Jesus,
bring me health in my body and spirit so that I may serve
You with all my strength. Touch gently with this life that
you have created. Amen -T.B.

Does Santa have Back Pain?
Santa Claus may be able to travel around
the world in a single night, but when it comes
to his health, he’s no Superman. That bowl
full of jelly, a diet rich in fatty cookies and
a lack of regular exercise all put Santa at
risk for back pain.
Santa is a perfect candidate for back
problems – He’s overweight. The same
holds true for us mortals. Sometimes the
cause of your back problems is not your
back, but your front: your “spare tire” may
be the cause of your aching back. And the
solution to your back problem may not
involve a pill or surgery.
You spine is the central support of your
entire skeletal system. It is designed for
strength to support your body weight and
flexibility to allow movement. When health,
your spine is S shaped with three natural
curves. When these curves are in balance,
you body weight is evenly distributed. To
maintain this alignment, you need to have
strong and flexible muscles in your back,
legs and abdomen. The abdominal muscles
are especially important in supporting the
spine.
A potbelly changes the curvature of
the back. The stomach pulls the backbone
forward, stressing muscles and ligaments and
putting pressure on discs. If you have ten
extra pounds on your abdomen, you are putting an additional 100 pound strain on your
back. This additional strain occurs because
the lower part of your spine in not receiving adequate support from your weakened
abdominal muscles. Your back muscles try
to maintain the proper spinal balance, but
after end up strained or sprained.
Although excess weight does not cause
back problems, you can do something about
it. Follow a diet and exercise program to
maintain a healthy weight and strengthen
your muscles. Develop health eating habits
that work for you. And make exercise, diet
and proper spinal hygiene an important part
of your day.
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Merry Christmas & Happy New Year To All!
From The South Amboy-Sayreville Times Staff

SA Times Poet Laureate Al Gomolka Jr. (l)
with his brother, actor Barry Gomolka.

Publisher/Editor-In-Chief, Tom Burkard

Associate Publisher Brian Stratton enjoyed
meeting Santa Claus.

Writer/Research Specialist Anna Harris
Friberg (l) and her late husband Nels Friberg
(r).

Feature writer Elaine Holton Scott (c) with her big sisters Joan Holton Ploskonka (l) and
Nancy Holton Berry (r) on Christmas Day 1953.

SIMPLY ORDINARY CHRISTMAS
MEMORIES
By Elaine Holton Scott

“It’s beginning to look a lot like Christmas, everywhere you go. Take a look in the
Five and Ten, glistening once again…with
candy canes and silver lanes aglow…”
I was a child in the 1950’s. That’s when
South Amboy was still a place where the
same families had lived for generation after
generation. It was also still a time when the
“invisible” boundaries of life had usually
extended no further than Sayreville, Old
Bridge, and across the Raritan River to Perth
Amboy, more often than not via a Marathon
bus with Red the Bus Driver at the wheel.
As in all small towns across America, the
rhythm of everyday life had seemed basically
unchanged from one year to the next. That
was especially true at Christmastime.
In those years of long ago, we, children,
had grown up being taught that Christmas
was first and foremost a Holy Day, and the
true reason for celebrating the Christmas
Season. It was the time to honor the birth of
Jesus, with Santa Claus and gifts being like
icing on an already beautiful cake. Christmas
decorations back then had been subtle, understated, and simple, overshadowed in importance by religious beliefs, long-practiced
traditions and, of course, by thriftiness: store
windows were made festive with just a little
garnish of greenery; the city’s small, cut-out
shapes of Santas and their sleighs were strung
overhead across Broadway; and well-used
Christmas mangers were erected in the same
spots as they had been placed for decades.
As the scent of pine from doorway wreaths
had lightly perfumed the air, the sound of

Contributing Photographer Joe Lotkowictz (l)
is pictured with his late wife Anne Lotkowictz
(r).

religious Christmas carols would always be
heard playing on radios from inside shops
open for business…often mingled with the
thump thump sound of snow chains on the
cars driving by.
The ‘50’s was still an era before the
advent of credit cards and big shopping
malls. It was also a decade when most
females didn’t have drivers’ licenses. So,
as soon as weekly paychecks were cashed,
the Marathon buses would be packed with
passengers, mostly women, heading to the
stores in Perth Amboy, leaving a trail of
black diesel smoke in their wake. On cold,
dark winter evenings, the passengers would
seem liked phantoms in the dull, eerily yellow, interior light of the buses as they made
their way to the Victory Bridge.
Isn’t it strange how the memories from
Christmases past which we remember the
most from our childhood are so “ordinary”??
Instead of remembering the gifts we had
received… it’s the little things like the aroma
from a turkey or ham baking in the oven
on Christmas day; the glint of shiny tinsel
hanging on a tree; laughter from around the
dinner table; and even the happy face of a
Salvation Army Santa vigorously swinging
his bell on a Smith Street corner which were
indelibly imprinted on our minds.
“It’s beginning to look a lot like Christmas, toys in every store…but the prettiest
sight to see is the holly that will be on your
own front door…”
MERRY CHRISTMAS & HAPPY
MEMORIES, EVERYONE!!
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