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South Amboy BOE
Results

Wisniewski, Coughlin Retain Assembly Seats

The South Amboy Board of Education
election featured 3 candidates for three,
3-year terms. John Dragotta topped the list
with 570 votes, followed by Lynn M. Kasics
566, and Paula L. Taggart 536 votes.

Democratic Councilman Thomas Reilly
received 174 votes and was uncontested
for a 1-year unexpired, 1-year term in the
Second Ward.

1989 Hoffman Girls
Basketball Team
To Be Honored

Sayreville BOE
Election Uncontested
The Sayreville Board of Education election had three, 3-year terms up for grabs, with
3 candidates listed. Top vote-getter was Kevin
E. Ciak with 2,946 votes, Thomas Biesiada
2,873, and Anthony Esposito 2,762 votes.

Marching Band Wins
Competitions
The Sayreville War Memorial High
School Marching Band captured top honors
at two prestigious competitions in October.
On Oct. 24, the band won the Tournament
of Bands State Championship, and on Oct.
25 emerged victorious at the Tournament
of Bands New York Metropolitan Region
championship. Congratulations to Band
Director Paul T. Caruso, and the 88 members
for their hard work and dedication to bring
Sayreville the titles, which was the first time
the band won a state and regional crown in
the same year.

By Tom Burkard

Incumbent State Assemblymen John Wisniewski (l) and Craig Coughlin (r) retained their positions
in the State Assembly 19th District by easily defeating Republican challengers Thomas E. Maras, and
Jesus Varela. Wisniewski notched 15,998 votes, Coughlin 15,731, Maras 6,572, and Varela 5,881 votes.

O’Brien, Lembo, Grillo Win

Holiday Parade
The Sayreville Recreation Department
will be holding a Holiday Celebration Parade
on December 6, 2015 at 6:00 pm. There will
be a parade from McCutcheon Avenue – Borough Hall with a tree and Menorah lighting
ceremony, as well as festive music and of
course Hot Coco and pictures with Santa
at the Recreation Center at the conclusion
of the parade. Come out and enjoy the Holidays with your family and friends. From
our family to yours, Have a Happy and Safe
Holiday Season.

St. Stan's Grave
Blanket/Wreath Sale
The Rosary Altar Society will be taking
orders for grave blankets and wreaths on the
week of November 21-22. Three Sizes are
available Small 2 1/2 - 3 ft. $21.00, Medium
3 1/2 ft. $26.00, Large 4 - 4 1/2 ft. $36.00,
Wreaths $21.00. The deadline for orders will
be Sunday, November 29th. Payment is due
when order is placed, please make check
payable to: St. Stan's Rosary Altar Society.
Please mail to: St. Stan's Church - Grave
Blanket 225 MacArthur Ave. Sayreville,
NJ 08872.
Kindly include your name, address &
phone number. You will be very pleased
with your selections.Pick up date is Sunday,
December 5th, from 11:00 am to 1:00 pm
in the parking lot behind St. Stan's School.
For information please call: Bernadine
732-257-3077, Julie 732-254-4908,or Alfreda 732-257-4839.

Incumbent Republican Mayor Kennedy O’Brien (l) defeated Democratic challenger David McGill,
3,290 votes to 3,022 in the mayoral race in Sayreville. In the battle for two, 3-year term council seats,
Republican Pat Lembo (c) topped the field with 3,093 votes, and was followed by Democrat Steven
Grillo (r) with 3,047 votes. Dem Ricci Melendez 3,006, and Republican Christian Hibinski 2,993
votes also made strong showings in the election.

Friends of South Amboy
Charity Basketball Games
The Friends of South Amboy will be
having their 4th annual charity basketball
games on Saturday, December 19. The games
will feature the following schedule:
• 4 pm South Amboy vs Koinonia
Academy Girls Varsity
• 6 pm Perth Amboy Vo-Tech vs Mater
Dei Boys Varsity
• 8 pm South Amboy vs Sayreville Boys
Varsity
The Friends of South Amboy is a
non-profit organization that was formed four

years ago after Hurricane Sandy. It's sole
mission is to assist residents in the community in need. This year’s event will assist a
lifelong resident and volunteer fireman for
over 35 years, Ken Walczak, who also has
served as fire chief, and has spent countless
hours ensuring that the residents in our town
are safe. Ken now needs our help as he is
battling a severe illness.
If you are interested in purchasing tickets
or buying an ad for our ad book please call
Tom Reilly at 732-721-0853.

NEXT ISSUE:
December 19

Christmas, Hanukah,
New Years 2016
DEADLINES
December 7th
FOR ADS CALL
732-727-0398 OR 732-841-5249

Reilly Uncontested
In South Amboy

The Old Bridge-Sayreville-South Amboy Chamber of Commerce recently honored two South Amboy
people at its annual Awards Dinner. Pictured (l-r) Mayor Fred Henry, Betty Leveille, who received
the Community Service Award for Volunteering, Harshey Patel, owner of Main Liquor & Wines,
who was chosen South Amboy Business Leader of the Year. Congratulations Harshey and Betty on
your well-deserved awards! (Photo submitted)

The legendary Hoffman HS Lady Guvs
1989 championship basketball team is getting
honored in a way no other boys or girls teams
in New Jersey have been, by being inducted
into the NJSIAA Hall of Fame. The girls,
along with their Coach Reggie Carney and
other staff members from the team will have
their big day at the induction luncheon, Dec.
7th, 11 a.m. at the Pines in Edison.
Carney, who is perhaps the most successful and greatest girls basketball coach in NJ
history, spoke about the team via telephone
from his home in Montana. “It’s unbelievable
they picked us and not St. Anthony’s for this
honor. I am humbled when you think of all
of the other outstanding programs in the state,
and they selected us. That’s humbling.”
He went on to mention that “This team
worked so hard and really overachieved. It
was a good, all-around team effort from the
stars to the role players, and we needed everybody on the roster from players 1 through
13 to do their part to make it such a successful
season. We couldn’t have a missing piece,”
said Carney. His Purple & Gold squad
breezed to a (23-5) regular season mark, and
(30-5) overall, while becoming the winner
of the first Tournament of Champions. In
addition, they captured the CJ Group I title
and Group I state championship. This team
was more team-oriented and role specific than
our previous championship teams.
Coach Carney said, “I’m looking
forward to returning to New Jersey for the
induction ceremony, and to think that 26 years
later, it’s incredible to get that phone call for
the Hall of Fame. It’s the thrill of a lifetime!”
Under Carney’s coaching genius, the
Hoffman girls’ basketball team, captured 6
consecutive CJ Group I crowns, and 5 straight
Group I state championships. In 26 years
of coaching girls basketball at Hoffman and
East Brunswick, he compiled an amazing
record of (597-97,.860 ) which makes him the
winningest coach in Middlesex County girls
basketball history, and has to be one of the
top marks in the state of New Jersey. While
leading the Lady Guvs, his record was an impressive (296-37,.889). From 1977-89 with
Hoffman, his teams won 10 division titles,
6 consecutive CJ Group I sectional crowns,
and 5 straight Group I state championships.
His 1986 and 1987 teams both had perfect
(30-0) seasons. Reggie was the USA Today
National Coach of the Year, and in 1988, his
team was ranked #1 in the entire nation for
a week by USA Today.
After leaving Hoffman he took an assistant coaching position at Boston University,
and then returned to NJ as head coach of East
Brunswick for the 1990-91 season. The Bears
went on to win or tie for their division in 10
of the next 12 years, winning 4 CJ Group
IV sectional titles, and the Group IV state
championship in 1998-99. In 1998, Reggie
was honored by being inducted into the NJ
Scholastic Coaches Hall of Fame, and also
entered the East Brunswick Hall of Fame in
2009, and the Sayreville Hall of Fame in 2010.
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Talk Of The Towns
By Tom Burkard

Local Businesses Honored By Home News
Tribune
The Home News Tribune ran its annual
Best of the Best contest, in which readers
selected their favorite businesses in all of
Central Jersey. Top vote-getters received
Readers Choice Awards for either Best for
the top business, or One of the Best for
runners-up.
Local businesses from Sayreville and
South Amboy who were honored are as follows: Amboy Bank-Best Bank, 18 years in a
row; Lagoda’s Saloon (South Amboy)-Best
Bar/Nightclub; More’s Jewelry (Sayreville)-Best Jeweler; Fittings by Sheila (South
Amboy)-Best Clothing Store; Green Elephant
(Sayreville)-Best Antiques/Estate Sales;
Nunzio’s Italian Kitchen (Sayreville)-One
of the Best Bakeries, Best-Fine Dining,
and also the Best in Casual Dining; South
Amboy Deli & Subs (South Amboy)-One
of the Best Delis; Peterpank Diner (South
Amboy)-One of the Best Diners; South
Stevens Pub (South Amboy)-One of the BestBar/nightclubs; Morgan-(Sayreville)-Best
Ambulance Squad; Robert Downey General
Contractor(Sayreville)-Best Builder; Garden

Small Business
Shopping Spree

Friends of Sayreville Public Library is
hosting a Small Business Saturday Shopping
Spree on Saturday, November 28, 2015,
11:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m., Sayreville Public
Library ~ Conference Room, Handmade
Crafters & Direct Sales Vendors From OUR
Community. Friends of the Sayreville Public
Library Membership will be available, 1050
Washington Road, Parlin, NJ.

Blood Drive

Our Lady of Victory Knights of Columbus # 2061 located at 775 Washington Rd in
Parlin are having their quarterly blood drive
on December 6th from 8:30 am to 1:30 pm.
Please come out and give the gift of life.
For more info call the Council home @
732-257-2061.

Friends Early Learning Center (Parlin)-Best
Childcare/Preschool; Sayreville Fire Dept.One of the Best-Fire Deptartments; Jacqueline’s Florist & Gifts (South Amboy)-One
of the Best Florists; The Hair Shop (South
Amboy)-One of the Best Hair Salons; Total
Core Fitness Boot Camp (Sayreville)-One
of the Best Health/Fitness Clubs; Sayreville
Police Dept.-Best Police Dept.; Diane Sovay
Cotroneo, Dineen Realty (Parlin)-One of the
Best Real Estate Agents; Wild Card Tattoo
(Sayreville)-One of the Best Tattoo Parlors.
Congratulations to all of the local business winners, especially those who have been
faithful advertisers of The SA Times!
Connors Wins Scariest House Contest
Former South Amboy resident Robert
Connors of Sayreville won the “Scariest
House in Central Jersey” contest, which
was sponsored by the Courier News, Home
News Tribune, and MyCentralJersey.com.
Connors received nearly 4,000 votes from
readers, netting almost 50% of the total votes
cast. Congratulations Robert, on a really
scary house! You did an excellent job, and
we can’t wait to see next year’s!
(continued on page 21)

Pleasant Little Trivia
By Tom Burkard

1.This cemetery is located on Ernston Rd. near Bordentown Ave. in Parlin?
a. St. Bernadette’s Cemetery b. Veterans Cemetery c. Ernst Memorial Cemetery
2. Sayreville War Memorial HS school president in 2000-01?
a.Lauren Switzer b. Lauren Rubio c. Karen Vega
3.In ‘76, the President of the Morgan First Aid Squad, Inc. was?
a. Nick Weber b. Adam Ziobro c. Stanley Kurpiewski
4. St. Mary’s HS school play in 1987?
a. Mame b. My Fair Lady c. Arsenic & Old Lace
5. President of the South Amboy Rotary Club in ‘91?
a. Gary Fulcinetti b. Michael Poll c. Joseph Wojciechowski
6. Hoffman HS principal from 1977-86?
a. William Beattie b. Joseph DePasquale c. Robert Bloodgood
7. In 1980, where was Heritage Bank North located in Parlin?
a.Main St. b. Bordentown Ave. c. Ernston Rd.
8. In 1975 this nightclub was located on Rt. 35 in South Amboy?
a.Mingles b. Music Box c. Colonel’s Garter
9. Chairman of the Sayreville Youth Guidance Council in ‘82?
a.Elaine Boshko b. Edward Boyler c.Bernard Dominik
10.South Amboy Public Schools PTA president in 1974?
a.Joan Schiavino b.Jean Smith c.Claire Kuhn
11.In ‘83, where was the Rusty Roadster located in Sayreville?
a.Jernee Mill Rd. b. Main St. c. Route 35 South
12.Where is Veterans Park/Jack McKeon Field located in South Amboy?
a.South Feltus St. b. George St. c. Waterfront Park

Answers
1c 2a 3c 4c 5a 6b 7b 8c 9b 10a 11b 12a.
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Holiday Craft Show
On Saturday December 5, 2015 from
9:00 am o 3:00 pm the Catholic Daughters
of America (CDA) from Woodbridge are
sponsoring a Holiday Craft Show.Free admission, bake sale and refreshments available.
Vendors and Crafters are wanted. The event
will take place at St. James Church (lower
level) Main St. and Rte. 35, Woodbridge NJ.
Setup time is 8:00am, cost per table is $20.00
(no refunds), this includes 1 table and 2 chairs
provided by CDA, these are the only tables to
be used. If interested make checks payable
to: CDA #769 and mail to: Eileen Swingle
55 Ethel Road, Edison, NJ 08817. If you have
any questions please email eileenswingle@
yahoo.com or call Mary Ellen O'Connor at St. Stanislaus Kostka School Principal Elena Malinconico (l) presents the school’s Veteran of the Year
Award to Sayreville’s Edward Strek during a special Veteran’s Day program at the school. (Photo
908-294-0146.
by Tom Burkard)
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Business Of The Month
B & B Barber Shop

The talented staff of B & B Barber Shop is pictured (l-r) Maria, Brian, owner Hernan Cortez,
and Elena. Stop in for a great haircut at 132 D, Main St., Sayreville. (Photo by Tom Burkard)

Hernan Cortez wanted to be something
different when he came to America from
Colombia. After a successful career as a
chemical engineer, Hernan and his wife
Ana purchased Main Street Barber Shop
on Route 516 in Old Bridge where Ana
had worked for sixteen years. They have
now brought this experience to a second
location, B & B Barber Shop on 132 D Main
Street Sayreville. Hernan is glad to offer
a complete shop for men and women hair
cuts. He and his staff will always give you a
warm reception and friendly conversation.
They will handle all your hair grooming
needs. B & B offers men regular cuts,
fades, brooks, and flat tops. B & B also
serves women with a full array of services
PRAYER TO ST. JUDE
(To be said when problems arise or when one seems to
be deprived of all visible help, on far cases almost despaired
of). Most holy Apostle St. Jude, faithful servant and friend of
Jesus, the church honors and invokes you universally as the
patron of hopeless cases, of things almost despaired of, pray
for me, I am so helpless and alone. Make use I implore you
of that particular privilege given to you, to bring visible and
speedy help where help is almost despaired of. Come to my
assistance in this great need that I may receive the consolation
and help of heaven in all my necessities, tribulations, and
sufferings., and that I may praise God with you and all the
elect forever. I promise O Blessed St. Jude, to be ever mindful
of this great favor, to always honor you as my special and
powerful patron, and to gratefully encourage devotion to
you. Amen. Thank You St. Jude. -E.P..

including shampoo, deep conditioning,
blow dry, and iron curl. They’ll style your
hair the way you want, whether you’re a
blonde, brunette, or redhead. They’ll also
tint, retouch, and foil your hair. The friendly
B & B staff will do full and partial perms
on short hair, below shoulders, and long
hair spirals.They also do relaxers on short
hair, below shoulder, and shampoo roller
set. Waxing services on your eyebrows,
lip, and facial areas are available. They
take pride in giving you the best haircut
experience. Senior discounts for men and
women are always available. They’re open
Tuesday to Friday from 9 AM to 5:30 PM.
Saturday from 9 AM to 4:30 PM. Their
phone number is 732-967-6252.

PRAYER TO THE BLESSED VIRGIN
(Never known to fail) Oh, most beautiful flower of
Mt. Carmel, Fruitful vine, splendor of Heaven, blessed
Mother of the Son of God, Immaculate Virgin, assist me
in my necessity. Oh Star of the Sea, help me and show me,
herein you are my mother. Oh, Holy Mary, Mother of
God, Queen of Heaven and Earth! I humbly beseech you
from the bottom of my heart to succor me in this necessity.
There are none that can withstand your power. Oh, show
me herein you are my mother. Oh Mary, conceived without
sin, pray for us who have recourse to thee (3 times). Holy
Mary, I place this cause in your hands (3 times). Say this
prayer for 3 consecutive days. You must publish it and it
will be granted to you. Thank you. -M.T.

Pictured at Lenahan Chiropractic Grand Opening ribbon-cutting ceremony is (l-r) Dr. Timothy
Lenahan, Sayreville Board of Education member Phyllis Batko, and Sayreville Mayor Kennedy
O’Brien. (Photo by Brian Stratton)

Lenahan Chiropractic Open House A Success

Lenahan Chiropractic hosted their first
Wellness Open House on Sunday, November
8th , collecting $1,600 in cash and more than
300 lbs. in food donations, all which directly
benefits the Community Food Bank of New
Jersey. Dr. Timothy Lenahan sought to
celebrate the relocation of his practice from
Bordentown Avenue in South Amboy to his
childhood home on Upper Main Street in
Sayreville in a way which will benefit people
in our own community. Lenahan explains that
he has held an office food drive every year
since 2001, but this was by far the largest.
“It was such a beautiful event”, Lena-

han said. “Opening up my childhood home
to the community, reminiscing with friends
and neighbors and successfully sponsoring
a community service here is a great way to
honor the memory of my parents. Quite a few
people came up to me with tears in their eyes
telling me that they would be proud. That is
a great gift.”
“Practicing chiropractic in the very place
where I grew up is surreal and absolutely
beautiful.” It took Lenahan almost three years
to convert his family home, but he said that
he would do it again in a heartbeat.
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Trip to Sight and
Sound
The OLV Senior Group is sponsoring a
trip to Sight and Sound Theater in Lancaster,
PA to see Samson on Wednesday, April 13,
2016. The cost of the trip is $140 which
includes motor coach transportation, driver
gratuity, ticket for Samson, and a meal at
Shady Maple Restaurant. For further information or to reserve a seat please contact Teri
at 732-727-7639.

New Year's Day Bingo
St. Stan's will be holding a New Year’s
Day Bingo on January 1, 2016. Doors open
at 12:00 PM and Bingo begins at 1:30 pm.
The kitchen will be open with specials. Come
and join us for fun and winnings. Good Luck
and St. Stan's Parish would like to say a great
big THANK YOU for coming to our bingos
Over 300 people recently attended the 2nd Annual Cemetery Tour at Christ Church Cemetery. The
and supporting us.

Don’t Miss Our Big Holiday Issue-Dec. 19th

event, which was sponsored by the Historical Society of South Amboy, was once again a huge success.
Pictured are Historical Society members who portrayed renowned South Amboy residents, who are
now deceased. All of the actors were outstanding in their roles! (Photo submitted)

DVD and Recorded
Media Drive

Your fall cleanout is done and you’re
wondering what to do with all of those unwanted dvds, cds, and video games. How
about donating them to South Amboy’s
Sadie Pope Dowdell Library? Just bring
those unwanted items to the library, during
regular hours. No VHS please!
This program has been running since
2012 collecting thousands of DVDs and
other electronic media for the library. Those
generous donations have enabled the library
to increase its resources for the benefit of
South Amboy residents and the surrounding
communities.
All donations are fully tax deductible
and the Dowdell Library Foundation, Inc.
is a 501(c)(3) non-profit corporation. Please
call (732)721-6060 for library hours. To
schedule a pick-up for larger collections,
please contact Grace at 732-721-6592. Your
support is greatly appreciated.

Senior Meeting
The OLV Seniors will hold their December meeting on Friday December 4 , 2015
at 1:30 PM in Monsignor Hall. After our
business meeting, we will have our annual
members-only Christmas luncheon. Mary
Bouchard is compiling a list of members who
will be attending the luncheon. If you have
not signed up and wish to attend, please call
Mary at 732-727-5056 by Monday, November 30th. Please bring a non-perishable food
item for St. Vincent de Paul pantry. For further
information, please contact Teri Yetsko, OLV
Senior President at 732-727-7639.

Frank Sinatra's 100th
South Stevens Pub will be hosting a
"Saturday with Sinatra" birthday celebration
party. It will begin at 1 pm on Saturday November 28th. There will be plenty of Frank's
Great American Songbook hits along with
food and drink specials all afternoon. Black
tie not needed!

A Tough Old Bird
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By Elaine Holton Scott

The 1st Thanksgiving feast in the New
World was held in the autumn of 1621 at
“Plimouth Plantation” in what is now Massachusetts. Present were the 53 survivors of
the original 102 Mayflower passengers and
their guests, a total of 55 Wanpanoag Indians
led by Massasoit, their Great Sachem. The
feasting continued for three days, with everyone eating whenever they felt like it and with
the food cooking all day and all night long.
For this 1st Thanksgiving, we do know
for certain that venison, waterfowl (most
likely ducks and geese), seafood, onions,
cabbage, and a variety of squash, probably
including pumpkin, were on the menu. There
was also one person’s account mentioning
a wild turkey being served. With so many
people needing to be fed, I guess anything
which was edible was on the menu. A corn
pudding possibly was made, too, sweetened
by maple syrup. Turkey, though, didn’t
become the “star” of the Thanksgiving Day
meal until the late 1800s.
Every family has its traditional side dishes to serve on this holiday…side dishes which
often have deep connections to departed loved
ones. Making “Aunt Margie’s” recipe or one
handed down from “Grandma” somehow fills
the entire day with happy, youthful memories.
In fact, these heirloom recipes have become
just as important as the bird.
In 1960, my family’s Thanksgiving meal
was quite unforgettable. No matter how
hard I’ve tried to forget it, I never could.
On that day, 55 years ago, I remember how
the nicely browned turkey, purchased at the

Breakfast with Santa
December 20th
South Amboy Knights of Columbus
Council 426 hold their annual Breakfast with
Santa Sunday December 20 from 9 AM to
11:30 AM at 308 Fourth St. South Amboy.
Bring your camera for photos with Santa
Claus. Cost is $8 Adults, $3 Children 2-12,
under 2 are FREE. For more information call
732-721-2025.

Farmer’s Market in Perth Amboy, was put
in the center of the table, surrounded by the
usual big bowls of stuffings made with bulk
sausage, mashed potatoes, gravy, cranberry
sauce, pearl onions covered in a creamy
sauce, and creamed cucumbers. On a side
cabinet, sat two pumpkin pies made from
scratch. The aroma filling the house and the
once in a year Thanksgiving Day meal had
us all eager to eat.
As soon as the turkey was sliced, we
all began “digging in.” Manners were for
another day, not for Thanksgiving, especially
when the next day was a meatless Friday.
Only one sound was heard in the room and
that was the sound of chewing….but quickly
even that sound was silenced. As I tried to
bite into a turkey leg with the texture of shoe
leather, my mother yelled, “He sold me an
old turkey!!!” “@*&%!!+#!!” Yes, there U.S. Army veteran Gary Poland of South Amboy places the memorial wreath near the soldiers statue
at City Hall in South Amboy during a special service held by American Legion Luke A. Lovely Post
was a good possibility the bird was an old #62 on Veterans Day. Gary is a Past Commander of the Post.
one. There was also another possibility that
my mother was at fault…maybe, cooking
the turkey with the oven heat too high. Of
course, no one had dared to mention that.
With tears rolling down her face, my
mom jumped up from the table, swiftly
grabbed the big turkey and ran out the back
door, then through our neighbor’s (the Lang’s)
yard. As I watched, she leaned over the fence,
and threw the bird to “old” Mr. Wojciechowski’s dog in his pen. Excitedly, he snatched
it up, probably thinking he died and went to
dog heaven. So, on that Thanksgiving Day,
the dog got the turkey, bones and all, and,
thank God, he survived unharmed.
PRAYER TO ST. JUDE
(To be said when problems arise or when one seems to be
deprived of all visible help, on far cases almost despaired of).
Most holy Apostle St. Jude, faithful servant and friend of Jesus,
the church honors and invokes you universally as the patron
of hopeless cases, of things almost despaired of, pray for me,
I am so helpless and alone. Make use I implore you of that
particular privilege given to you, to bring visible and speedy
help where help is almost despaired of. Come to my assistance
in this great need that I may receive the consolation and help
of heaven in all my necessities, tribulations, and sufferings.,
and that I may praise God with you and all the elect forever.
I promise O Blessed St. Jude, to be ever mindful of this great
favor, to always honor you as my special and powerful patron,
and to gratefully encourage devotion to you. Amen. Thank
You St. Jude. -M.M..

Bob “Zak” Sekerak (l), Commander of American Legion Legion Luke A. Lovely Post #62, and veteran
Gary Poland (r) are pictured following the Veterans Day Service in South Amboy. (Photos by Tom
Burkard)
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Amboy Bank Sayrewoods office bankers became pirates for the day during Amboy’s Halloween kick
off of its annual bank wide food drive. All offices will be collecting food during November. (Photo/
info submitted)

Amboy Bank’s Spooktakular Food Drive

Kicking off with Halloween, all 23 offices of Amboy Bank will be collecting food
and household items for food banks in their
branch areas all month long. Every Amboy
office manager has selected a food bank to
collect for in their community. Key partners
include Elijah’s Promise, the Old Bridge Food
Bank and the Samaritan Center.
Gregory Scharpf, SVP Chief Retail
Banking Officer, stated “Thanks to the support of our generous clients and neighbors
and with the efforts of our associates, the
program has been a huge success in the past

and we expect the same success this year. We
will be distributing our collectables in time
for Thanksgiving. We invite our neighbors to
drop off items at one of our local branches.
Visit www.amboybank.com to find the local
branch in your community.”
Founded in 1888, Amboy Bank a
full-service commercial bank with 23 offices
in Central New Jersey prides itself on quality
service and community involvement. Amboy
Bank has been voted “Best Bank in Central
Jersey” for the past 18 years in a row.

Trip – Rock and Roll USA

The OLV Senior Group is sponsoring a
trip to Hunterdon Hills Playhouse to see Rock
and Roll USA on Saturday, February 13, 2016.
The cost of the trip is $95.00 which includes
the show, dinner, bus transportation, and bus
driver gratuity and snacks on the return trip.

The bus will leave from OLV lower parking
lot 4:45 PM and return approximately 10
PM. For further information or to make a
reservation please contact Carmine at 732254-9425.

Middlesex County and Sayreville officials break ground at the intersection of Main
Street and White Oaks Drive during a ceremony Tuesday afternoon. (From right) Freeholder
Charles Kenny; Sayreville Council President David McGill; Freeholder Director Ronald
G. Rios; NJ State Assemblyman John S. Wisniewski; Freeholder Blanquita B. Valenti;
Sayreville Council members Art Rittenhouse, Victoria Kilpatrick and Mary J. Novak.
(Photo/Info Submitted)

Officials Break Ground
Middlesex County Freeholder Director
Ronald G. Rios, State Assemblyman John S.
Wisniewski and members of the Sayreville
Borough Council put shovel to ground today
to mark the beginning of eagerly awaited
improvements to the intersection of Main
Street and White Oaks Drive.
The work will include the installation of
a new traffic signal and ADA-approved pedestrian push buttons. The concrete sidewalk
will be replaced, ADA ramps will be installed
and the roadway will be milled and paved.
The borough and neighbors have advocated for this for years, given a number of
accidents in the area.
“Middlesex County is committed to the
safety and the quality of life of our residents,”
Freeholder Director Rios said. “In a way, this
intersection work is symbolic of the partnership between County and local government.
Just as this County route is intersected by this
local road, so too, has the commitment of

Middlesex County and Sayreville intersected
to serve our residents.”
“Traffic safety has always been an
important part of my efforts in Trenton,”
said Assemblyman Wisniewski, chair of the
Assembly Transportation Committee. “I am
pleased to lend support to Freeholder Director
Rios and Sayreville Council President David
McGill to make this project happen and make
Sayreville safer.”
“Our thanks to the County and to Freeholder Rios,” said Council President McGill.
“This is long overdue, and it will bring safety
to Main Street and White Oaks Drive, which
is a very dangerous intersection. Our thanks
to everyone who participated in making this
project happen.”
The total cost of the project is $789,523,
to be shared by the County and the Borough.
The project is expected to be awarded
in November, with work to begin shortly
thereafter.
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Students at St. Stanislaus Kostka School perform a patriotic song for the large crowd in attendance
at the school’s Annual Veterans Day Program. (Photo by Tom Burkard)

Growing up in South Amboy (Christmas Shopping)
By John Phillips

When I was a little boy back in the
late 1940’s and early 1950’s I really looked
forward to Christmas shopping. No, not the
way we do it today. Back then we had no
Shopping Centers or the Internet, we shopped
locally. Not that I ever bought anything, I did
not have any money to spend. So, you might
ask how it could be fun? Let me explain.
And I bet what I am about to write might be
just how you remember it.
For me Christmas shopping meant taking
the Marathon bus with my mom from South
Amboy to Perth Amboy. The bus ride over and
back was fun. The bus was always crowded
during the holiday season, and people were
happy and talking up a storm. And, there
were always people on the bus that I knew.
I’ll never forget the view when you went over
the railroad bridge on Smith Street. From the
top you could almost see all the way down
to where the Staten Island Ferry came and
went. I remember the bright shiny lights, red,
green and blue sparkling in the cold night air.
I remember the decorations that hung from
one side of the street to the other. That was
a magnificent site for any kid, especially for
me. I just followed my mom. Wherever she
went was fine with me I was satisfied to just
look into the decorated store windows. And,
she always promised that we would go to the

Coney Island restaurant for one (or two) of
their famous hot dogs. The street was always
crowded with happy shoppers, especially the
kids talking up a storm. They would point
to things and say: I want this or I want that.
The parents would say: Santa knows what
you want. Little did I know that I would be
Santa in a few years.
If it was snowing, wow….that was extra
special as everything seemed to sparkle. I
was fascinated by the window displays that
showed all kinds of toys, games, bicycles,
sporting goods and more. The best displays
that I remember were done by: Woolworth,
Kresge, R&S, Pep Boys and Sears. I am
sure there were others but these are the ones
I remember. Then it was time to go home. I
was always tired after walking up and down
Smith Street, but tired and happy.
That’s how I remember it. Before I was
transferred by DuPont, I always tried to take
my kids over to Perth Amboy to window shop
and see the lights. And, then take them to
the Coney Island restaurant for hot dogs, it
was still there. Sadly, those days are long
gone. Along came the “cookie cutter” Shopping Centers and now the Internet. Young
people don’t know what they are missing.
Or is it only me a relic from the past who
thinks that way.

WWW.?

Does this structure look familiar to you? It is located in South Amboy or Sayreville. Send your
answers to: satimes@aol.com.

October Winners
Last month’s photo was Burdak’s Tavern in South Amboy. Those who correctly
identified it were: Dennis Quinlan, Scott V.
Farina, Chuck Pickard, Pat & Bill Scully, Ed
Paczkowski, Marie English, Ed Puchalski,
Joan Fulham, Joan Gorczyca, Jim Kosmoski,
Don Zrebiec, W. Tom Kross, T.J. Albanese,
Estelle Pluskota, Maryanne Matarangolo,
Mary Agnes Morris, Jack Piskorski. ConOctober WWW - Burdak’s Tavern
gratulations to all.
We’re down to our final 2 months of the year for the contest, and it looks like there
will be more than one champion once again following the December issue.

Wyatt's Week Fundraiser
South Amboy Columbiettes Council
426 is sponsoring Wyatt's Week at Camillo's
Resturant, 31 MacArthur Avenue Sayreville
during the week of December 7 to December
10, 2015. 100% of the proceeds will benefit

Wyatt Scott, a local toddler, who is undergoing treatment for neuroblastoma, a rare
form of cancer. For information please call
732-727-1707.
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Members of American Legion Luke A. Lovely Post #62 of South Amboy prepare to fire their weapons
in a tribute to veterans at the Annual Veterans Day Service near City Hall. (Photo by Tom Burkard)

The Smoke Column
By Ex-Chief Richard Kosmoski MS

The fire department is made up of various
officer positions that range from the "Chief"
down to the company lieutenant. The beginning of each year brings with it a newly
elected slate of officers who will lead their
fire company/department in the upcoming
year. But what does it take to make a good
officer? In a recent study it was noted that
most volunteer firefighters resign because of
poor leadership. Sometime during our career
as fire fighters, each one of us has or will
work for an officer who we thought was the
greatest leader we've had the opportunity to
work under, take orders from, and would have
done whatever he asked of us. In retrospect,
if you have been in the department long
enough, you just might of had the opportunity
to work under an officer who was not worthy
of holding this position or the wearing of the
gold badge. Unfortunately these officers do
not know how to lead people nor do they
know when and how to issue proper orders.
They may unknowingly place someone in a
dangerous situation. The two most important
characteristics of a good company officer is
having the ability to be fair in his judgments
regarding all fire fighters and supporting all
aspects of safety as the number one priority.
When a fire fighter becomes an officer he
must consider the fact that the decisions he
makes can mean the difference between life
and death of his firefighters. A newly elected
officer cannot judge firefighters based on
friendships but must consider them equally
as fire fighters. There should no longer be
the "good old buddy system” where favorites
are chosen because of social status. Is it still
being done, sure it is.
When a fire fighter becomes an officer

Trip to New York
9/11 Memorial
The OLV Senior Group is sponsoring a
trip to the 9/11 Memorial on Thursday, June
30, 2016. The cost of the trip is $155.00 which
includes admission to the 9/11 memorial
Museum, 1 World Observation deck, dinner,
bus transportation, bus driver’s gratuity and
snacks on the return trip. For further information or to reserve a space please contact
Teri at 732-727-7639.

it is difficult to break the ties he once had
with his fellow firefighter buddies. As an
officer, you may not be liked by everyone but
that comes with most leadership positions.
You have now stepped up to a leadership
role and you must lead by example and be
fair in your decisions. One thing that I like
to remind firefighters who plan to become
officers is that any skeletons that you have
in the closet will come back to haunt you.
Meaning that if you are considering doing
something inappropriate that may cause you
or the department embarrassment or ridicule
when you do become an officer, think twice
before committing that act. What happens
when you and your firefighting buddies have
done something unethical and gotten away
with it, yet when you become an officer
how do you go about telling them that now
they can't do that? The first thing they will
remind you is, "remember when you used to
do it with us?"
A process that has not changed over the
years in many volunteer fire departments is in
the way officers are selected. Fire fighters are
nominated for a position and like all elections,
the person receiving the most votes is the
winner. Unfortunately the winner may not
be the best candidate for the position. The
winner may be the most popular firefighter
in the department but not necessarily the one
most capable to lead firefighters.
Fire fighters with training, education,
and experience in all aspects of fighting
fires should be the ones elected to lead the
fire company. So remember when company
elections roll around this year, vote wisely
because your life may depend on it!

Trip to New
Hampshire
The OLV Senior Group is sponsoring a
trip to Indian Head Resort in New Hampshire
from July 18 -21, 2016. The cost of the trip
is $620.00 which includes: bus transportation, lodging, 3 breakfasts, 3 dinners with
entertainment, a welcome wine and cheese
reception, cog railroad ride to Mt. Washington and lunch and a boat cruise and lunch,
plus much more. For further information or
to reserve a space please contact Carmen at
732-254-9425.

A Wine and Design event was held recently at Shore Gate and each participant got to paint a lighthouse
on canvas. Great Job everyone!!! (Photo Submitted)
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Members of the Sayreville Fire Dept. are pictured during a Firefighter Training program at the
firehouse on MacArthur Ave.

Saint Mary Chamber
Orchestra and Chorus
“It’s just not Christmas for me without
hearing Handel’s Messiah.” “This is my
10th year in a row attending Messiah, and
I’ll never miss it!” Come join the rest of
the South Amboy/Sayreville community
for the Saint Mary Chamber Orchestra and
Choral Society’s presentation of George
Frederik Handel’s timeless oratorio. Under
the direction of Maestro Christopher M. C.
Deibert, conductor, the Advent/Christmas
portion of this work will be performed in
its entirety, along with excerpts from the
second and third parts. Don’t miss this
delightful candlelit concert, set in beautiful
Victorian-gothic architectural surroundings.
Saturday-December 12th, 7:30 pm, at Saint
Mary Church, 256 Augusta Street, South
Amboy NJ, 08879! Free admission ($15
donation suggested)
Sayreville Fire Chief Vincent Waranowicz is very
happy with the progress of his firefighters during
their training session. (Photos by Tom Burkard)

Radio City
Christmas Show

Physical Therapy
Provider Opens
Location in South
Amboy

Monmouth Rehab Professionals, one
of the premier physical therapy providers in
Central Jersey, has opened a clinic in South
Amboy! MRP opened its’ doors at 132 North
Broadway on November 9th. This is the
company’s 3rd location, with other offices
located in Marlboro and Jackson. “We are
very excited to provide physical therapy care
to the South Amboy community. Ever since
we arrived in town we have had such a warm
welcome from everyone. We can’t wait to
get started,” said Steve Tserlin, owner and
one of the company’s physical therapists. For
The OLV Senior Group is sponsoring a more information please call (732)707-4488.
trip to Hunterdon Hills Playhouse to see the
Neil Simon play, Rumors, on Thursday, May
26, 2016. The cost of the trip is $90.00 which
includes the play, luncheon, bus transportaThere will be a meeting on November
tion, and bus driver gratuity, and snacks on
24,2015
at Sayreville #4699 Post at Jernee
the return trip. The bus will leave from the
Mill
Road,
7pm for all auxiliary members.
OLV lower parking lot at 9:15 AM and return
District
#8
President
will inspect our meeting
approximately 5 PM. For further information
and
books
for
the
year.
All are invited to
or to reserve a space please contact Teri at
attend.
For
more
info
call
732-264-3041.
732-727-7639.
Independence Hose Co. is sponsoring a
bus trip to the Radio City Music Hall Christmas Spectacular, featuring The Rockettes,
on December 9th. The bus will depart from
South Amboy Roller Rink at 1 p.m., and the
music show starts at 5 p.m. Cost is $100
per ticket and includes show ticket, bus, and
refreshments. To make reservations or for
more info, contact Mike Toth at 908-930-3497
cell. There are a limited number of tickets
available, so call now.

Trip to See Rumors

Ladies Auxiliary
Meeting

Sacred Heart School's 4th and 5th grades spent some time planting tulip bulbs in front of the school
on Second Street. Each student had a chance to dig in the dirt and carefully place each bulb in the
ground. They look forward to seeing their hard work "sprout" this spring. (Photo Submitted)
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This is how Joe Smokes building, on the corner of South Broadway & John St. looked prior to getting
demolished. (Photo by Mary Accordino)

Demolition of Joe Smokes is complete. So many locals have beautiful memories of this building. If
you have any to share, please send them to: satimes@aol.com. (Photo by Tom Burkard)

What Did You Call It?
By Tom Burkard

The old building on the corner of John St.
& South Broadway was recently demolished.
Many locals have wonderful memories of the
store that was called many different names
through the years. Many people and myself
called it Joe Smokes, while others referred
to it as Smokey Joe’s or Quinlan’s. To my
dad it was always Oshie Quinlan’s. “Oshie”
apparently was the owner’s nickname. The
real name is believed to have been Joe’s
Smoke Shop. Of course it featured cigarettes,
cigars, and tobacco pipes, which were all
popular way back in the day.
For the kids, there was all kinds of
candy, penny, nickel, and you name it, plus
soda and everyone’s favorite, Dolly Madison
ice cream. Many of the local young boys
would go to the store to buy baseball cards,

if they were lucky enough to get a nickel
from theirparents. Cards in those days cost
a nickel, and you would get 5 baseball cards
in a pack, alongwith a slice of pink, powdery
chewing gum, which was really sweet. Who
wanted the gum? Sure wish I had all of the
Mickey Mantle cards that I had pulled out
of packs back then.
Does anyone have a special memory of
this great business that they would like to
share with other SA Times readers? Please
drop us a line at: satimes@aol.com.
*Note-According to city records, and
a past article in The SA Times, the store,
going way back in history, was listed as
Willie (Chinese) Laundry, and prior to that
the building was a dwelling.

Trip to Branson
The OLV Senior Group is sponsoring a
trip to Branson, Missouri from September 16
– 24, 2016. The price of the trip is $1000.00
which includes 4 overnights to and from
Branson, 4 nights lodging at the Welk Resort
Hotel, 8 breakfasts, 4 dinners, 6 spectacular
shows, a 45th Anniversary Celebration at
the Welk Resort, and much, much more. For
further information or to reserve a seat please
contact Teri at 732-727-7639.

Former South Amboy resident Dennis Quinlan,
who now resides in Tennessee, said that, “This
is the slot machine that was in Smokey Joe’s on
the corner of Broadway and John St. in South
Amboy, which was owned by my grandparents
Joe “Oshie” Quinlan and Elizabeth Quinlan. The
machine was in the store from the 1930’s to the
50’s. My father took it out of the store in the 50’s
and we’ve had it ever since. The slot machine is
still working today here in Tennessee.” (Photo/
story courtesy of Dennis Quinlan)
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John Kelly drops the puck at the Devils game on Nov. 10th, which happens to be the U.S. Marine
Corps’ 240th birthday. He was chosen by the New Jersey Devils to be honored and recognized as
the “Hometown Hero” of the game. He was recognized for his service with the Marine Corps, and
now giving back to the community as a police officer with the Carteret Police Dept., and as the 1st
Assistant Fire Chief for the City of South Amboy. (Photo/story submitted)

Local Author’s Book

Genealogist Connects Three 1850s Editions
of Nathanial Hawthorne’s The Scarlet
Letter to the Three Southern Families
That Owned Them and Tells the Story in
New Book
A new book from an award-winning writer and professional genealogist seamlessly
blends the true lives of three Southern families
with historical context and fictional elements
to tell an intriguing multigenerational story
spanning the 19th and early 20th centuries.
Author and Genealogist Maureen K.
Wlodarczyk weaves a work of historical fiction in her book Scarlet Letter Lives ($18.95,
CreateSpace, May 2015), inspired by the true
stories of the owners of three 1850s copies
of Nathaniel Hawthorne's The Scarlet Letter:
a Mississippi boy of thirteen who, along
with his two brothers, is destined for the
battlefields of Virginia during the Civil War;
a New England sea captain's daughter, newly-married and living in Alexandria, Virginia
when that war breaks out; and a transplanted
Virginia man living in New Orleans who must
flee the Union
occupation
there.
Their
family stories
converge over
the ensuing decades as their
copies of The
Scarlet Letter and their
lives intersect
in one woman
who will tell
their tales and
then reveal the
secret that defined her own life.
Wlodarczyk has been described as a
wonderful storyteller who gives her readers
“a ticket to a magical time machine.” She
searches for the stories of real people that
have been forgotten to time and memory
and, in resurrecting and retelling their stories,
uses her genealogical research skills to add
“flesh” to their bones and make them more
than one-dimensional. A frequent speaker
and self-described history and genealogy
“addict,” Wlodarczyk says that her goal is to
engage with her audiences, draw them into
her presentations, and provoke questions and
interaction with them.
Scarlet Letter Lives has recently been
named a 2016 nominee in the Global Ebook Awards competition. Wlodarczyk has
received Excellence-In-Writing Awards in
2014 and 2015 from the International Society of Family History Writers and Editors.
She is a columnist for Garden State Legacy
e-magazine and a regular contributor to Irish
Lives Remembered e-magazine, published
in Ireland.
Scarlet Letter Lives ($18.95, 216 pages,
7 X 9 paperback, ISBN: 978-1508975267 or
Kindle eBook version, $4.99) is available at
Amazon.com or through the author’s website:
www.past-forward.com.
CONTACT: Maureen Wlodarczyk, 732238-5555, maureenwlodarczyk@gmail.com

Michael Kelly (l) and John Kelly (r) are
photographed together down on the ice before the
Military Appreciation Game for the New Jersey
Devils at the Prudential Center on Nov. 10th.
Corporal Michael Kelly served in the Infantry as
an 0311 with 2nd Platoon, Charlie Company 1st
Battalion, 8th
Marines 2nd Marine Division, Camp Lejuene,
NC from 1999-2003.Sergeant John Kelly served
in the Infantry as an 0311 with 3rd Platoon,Golf
Company, 2nd Battalion , 2nd Marines 2 Marine
Division, Camp Lejuene, NC from2001-2005,
where he served two tours in Iraq. (Photo/story
submitted)

Thanksgiving Day
By Rev. Rhea Carol

Over the river and through the woods to
Grandma’s house we go,
NOT!
On the subway and the bus to friends
apartment we go,
Or
In the car and the SUV to Mimi’s town
house we go.
Thank God for Wegman’s, we don’t even
have to cook
Thank God for red potatoes, we don’t have
to peel,
Am I grateful for the bills unpaid?
Am I grateful for the extra wrinkles I see?
I know in the Universe, there is no age
I am grateful that Thanksgiving reminds me
of all that I have
Wonderful family and friends today and
always.
Grateful to know the Infinite Supply of the
Universe
Grateful to know that I live an Abundant Life
Rev Rhea Carol is a non-denominational
licensed minister at Centers for Spiritual
Living and a motivational speaker. The
Center for Spiritual Living is all inclusive.
Rev. Rhea performs customized weddings,
blessing of your home, pets and memorials.
Any ceremony can be customized and each
one is exceptional. A meditation is held on
Tuesday evenings. For more information,
please contact Rev. Rhea at 732-727 -8219
H, 732-771- 7562 C, rhea_nj@yahoo.com
email.
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South Amboy Mayor Fred Henry cuts the ribbon at the Grand Opening of Love Is All You Knead
located at 112 North Broadway. This is the first bakery in town since Daylight Bakery closed 6 years ago.

The happy and proud owners and family members of Love Is All You Knead are pictured with Mayor
Fred Henry at the bakery’s Grand Opening on Oct. 24. (Photos by Tom Burkard)

New Bakery Opens in South Amboy
By Steve Schmid

South Amboy welcomed a brand new
bakery when Love Is All You Knead opened
its doors. A crowd of about 100 people
showed up Saturday October 24 for the
grand opening. South Amboy Mayor Fred
Henry cut the ribbon.and was happy to see
the new business. "People were looking for
a new bakery. I'm so happy to have a new
business here. We wish you all the success

in the world." Council President Mickey
Gross and Councilwoman Zusette Dato also
attended; Love Is All You Knead is a family
run business and is the first bakery in South
Amboy since Daylight Bakery closed down
six years ago. The co-owners are Christina
McDonnell and Alissa Farese. They look
forward to serving their new customers.

Frog Hollow's first ever Trunk or Treat on Halloween morning! (Photo/info submitted)

Wine &/Beer Tasting
Take a break from Christmas shopping
and relieve your holiday stress! Come spend
the evening at St. Stan’s Wine &/Beer tasting.
The tasting is sponsored by Main Liquors,
South Amboy and will be held on Saturday,
December 12th at 6 PM in the school gym.
The event will feature wine and beer samples,
music, food, coffee, tea and dessert. There
will be basket raffles and a 50/50 drawing
that evening. Tickets are $35 per person
in advance and $40 per person at the door.
Tickets can be purchased by calling/texting
Gina at (732)277-2552 or by visiting the Parish office. All proceeds from this event will
benefit St. Stan’s school and the 8th Grade’s
Project Graduation. You must be 21 years
old to attend. Thank you for your support.

Toys For Tots
The United States Marine Corps Reserve
will be collecting new unwrapped toys for
its Toys For Tots program, every Friday,
Saturday and Sunday from Nov. 27-Dec. 20,
in the Menlo Park Mall, Edison, located by
Santa Court of the Nordstrom Wing. Cash

donations are also accepted. For more info
call Eddy Androvich Sr. 908-565-1339.
Make checks payable to: Toys For Tots, and
please mail to: Toys For Tots, 70 Marsh Ave.,
Sayreville, NJ 08872.
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Freeholders, MCUA Officials Cut Ribbon on 14,000 Panel Solar Installation.

25-Acres of Solar Panels
Middlesex County and Middlesex
County Utilities Authority officials today
cut the ribbon on a solar panel installation
that will produce 100 percent of the power
needs of the Middlesex County Fire Academy, the MCUA Administration Building
and the MCUA’s Edison Pump Station, and
supplement operations at the MCUA Central
Treatment Plant.
It is estimated that the nearly 14,000 solar
panels installed will yield more than $1.5
million in energy savings. The solar panels
are located on two sites, totaling 25-acres,
on the grounds of the MCUA complex in
Sayreville, which is adjacent to the County
Fire Academy.
“These panels should not only be seen
as a source of clean, reliable natural energy,
but also as a symbol of the many partnerships between the County and the MCUA,”
said Middlesex County Freeholder Director
Ronald G. Rios. “By working together, we
can keep the County clean, green, and using
its energy wisely.”
Rios added: “The panels also symbolize
Middlesex County’s role as a leader in solar
energy. Our other solar panel installations at
the County’s North Brunswick Complex and
the Extension Services Building have already
met with great success, and we know that we
can expect the same from our project here.”
Richard Fitamant, Executive Director
of the Utilities Authority said: “Diversifying

our sources of green energy is a major step
forward for the Middlesex County Utilities
Authority, but it is also consistent with our
founding mission. Protecting Central New
Jersey’s environmental resources is at the
heart of everything we do. Solar will now
be an important part in our work to continually reduce our carbon footprint, identify
efficiencies, and control costs.”
Fitamant added: “This solar energy will
conserve existing natural resources, including
oil, coal, and natural gas. Rather than using
any of these fuels, we will derive our power
directly from the sun above.”
Middlesex County Freeholder Deputy
Director Carol Bellante, liaison to the MCUA,
said: “Perhaps the County’s original “green”
program, the Middlesex County Open Space
Preservation Program has saved forever more
than 7,600 acres of land. Middlesex County
has learned that acquiring more space leads
to less of a need for energy. With that in
mind, the County has increased its efforts
to not only preserve space, but also to find
safer and cleaner sources of energy for the
places we do need it. Today marks a great
stride in that direction: where these panels
will use the light of the sun to give energy
to four critical facilities.”
Power Grid Capital constructed the
installation, which was overseen by the
MCUA’s engineer, Hatch Mott MacDonald.

“YES, VIRGINIA THE MUSICAL”
This holiday season, Sacred Heart
School in South Amboy will stage a performance of “Yes, Virginia The Musical,” an
original production based on a true story of
8-year-old Virginia O’Hanlon, who wrote
a letter to the New York Sun newspaper in
1897, inquiring about the existence of Santa
Claus. The school musical program debuted
last year as part of Macy’s holiday “Believe”
campaign and was performed by elementary
and middle schools nationwide. Sacred Heart
School will welcome the holiday season with
a special performance of “Yes, Virginia The
Musical” on Friday and Saturday, December
11th and 12th at 7:00 pm. During a time of
financial setbacks for many educational arts
programs, Macy’s offered the script and score
for “Yes, Virginia The Musical” royalty free
to all participating schools, helping Sacred
Heart School to stage its production. The
retailer also created a free, digital toolkit on
yesvirginiamusical.com, which includes an
interactive script, production reference materials, videos from experts and celebrities
sharing insider tips and a full performance
video. One hundred schools also received
grants from Macy’s as part of this program.
“‘Yes, Virginia The Musical’ had tremendous impact on local school communities
when we introduced the program last year,”
said Martine Reardon, chief marketing officer for Macy’s. “The positive response was

incredible, and participating schools told us
that the royalty free assets helped them stage
productions they may not have otherwise been
able to produce, giving students an opportunity to engage in the arts and experience the all
the excitement and fun of being in a school
play. Macy’s is proud to offer ‘Yes, Virginia
The Musical’ again, and we look forward to
another season of magical performances.”
“Yes, Virginia The Musical” is part of
Macy’s beloved “Believe” campaign, which
supports Make-A-Wish®. The “Believe”
program encourages children of all ages to
drop their stamped letter to Santa at the red
Santa Mail letterbox at their local Macy’s.
For every letter received, Macy’s will donate $1, up to $1 million, to Make-A-Wish,
helping to grant the wishes of children with
life-threatening medical conditions.
“Yes, Virginia” was created and produced by Macy's and JWT in conjunction
with The Ebeling Group and MEC Entertainment, a division of Mediaedge:cia. “Yes,
Virginia The Musical” was adapted from the
animated special and storybook by Chris
Plehal, by Wesley Whatley (music) and
William Schermerhorn (book and lyrics),
the Emmy® Award-winning creative team
behind the original song “Yes, Virginia (There
is a Santa Claus).”
Admission is $5.00 and children under
3 years of age are free.

The Elks New Years Eve Party will be
held Thursday December 31, 2015 from 8
p.m. to 1:00 a.m. at the lodge located at 601
Washington Avenue, South Amboy, N.J. Cost
is $60 Per Person Entertainment featuring DJ
Rambo Productions. Price includes a hot and

cold buffet, open bar, midnight toast, raffles,
prizes and more. For ticket info contact: Pete
Chiofalo at 732-525-095; Joyce Medvar at
908-614-8139 or stop by the Lodge for more
details, Reserve your table early, deadline for
Tickets, is Dec. 28th.

Elks New Years Eve Party
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#1 Pop Hits
Nov. 21
2005-Gold Digger-Kanye West w/Jamie
Foxx
1996-No Diggity-Blackstreet w/Dr. Dre
1983-All Night Long-Lionel Richie
1975-Island Girl-Elton John
1969-Wedding Bell Blues-The 5th
Dimension

#1 Country Hits
Nov. 21
2004-Mr. Mom-Lonestar
1998-Wide Open Spaces-Dixie Chicks
1987-I Won’t Need You Anymore-Randy
Travis
1971-Daddy Frank-Merle Haggard
1966-I Get The Fever-Bill Anderson
The “Park People” came out in force and enjoyed the musical talent at the South Amboy Knights of
Columbus #426 Open Mic Night. (Photo by Tom Burkard)

Singer/Songwriter Dan Toye of South Amboy
entertains the crowd at the South Amboy Knights
of Columbus #426 monthly Open Mic Night on
Oct. 30. (Photo by Tom Burkard)

Music Trivia - Happy/Thanks
By Tom Burkard

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.

__Happy Together
__You’ve Made Me So Very
Happy
__ I Thank You
__Thank You Girl
__Happy
__Thank You For Being A
Friend
__Happy, Happy Birthday Baby
__I’m A Happy Man
__Happy Days
__Happy People
__Girl Happy
__Happy Jack
__Thank God I’m A Country
Boy
__Thank The Lord For The
		
Night Time
__Thank God I Found You

a. The Jive Five
b. Blood, Sweat & Tears
c. The Beatles
d. Andrew Gold
e. The Turtles
f. Sly & The Family Stone
g. The Tune Weavers
h. R. Kelly
i. Pratt & McClain
j. Pharrel Williams
k. Elvis Presley
l. Mariah Carey/Joe & 98
m. John Denver
n. The Who
o. Neil Diamond

School Sports
By Tom Burkard

Sayreville Bombers Football
Sayreville 23 Piscataway 21
The Bombers shocked the area’s #1 team
Piscataway, 23-21 on a clutch 20-yard field
goal by Brandon Cenci with just 0:08 seconds left in the battle. The 3-pointer was the
first in Cenci’s career. Sayreville entered the
game ranked #5 in the area, and was led by
quarterback Jayson DeMild, who was 15for-28 in passing with 228 yards. He scored
the first 2 touchdowns for the Blue and Gray
on a 1-yd. run in the first quarter, and then
on a 2-yd. keeper in the second quarter that
cut the Chief’s lead to 14-13. Jahsim Floyd
made 5 catches for 107 yards, and Andrew
Wille had 3 catches for 53 yards.
Sayreville 33 East Brunswick 13
Sayreville had solid play all around as they
pounded the Bears. Unfortunately, star
quarterback Jayson DeMild left the game
late in the first quarter after suffering a lower
leg injury, and would be lost for the season.
Coray Williams excelled for the Bombers,
scoring 3 touchdowns on runs of 40,8, and
45 yards, rushing for 180 yards on 12 carries.
Michael Liberti notched 2 TD’s on runs of 3
and 17 yards, while totaling 69 yards on 16
rushing attempts.
Edison 20 Sayreville 19
The Bombers were stunned by an inspired
Edison team, and fell, 20-19. The victory
was huge for Eagles Coach Matt Fulham,

who grew up in Sayreville, as his club
clinched a spot in the state playoffs. Sayreville scored its first touchdown of the day
with 5:51 left in the opening quarter, when
Michael Liberti blocked a kick, and enabled
teammate Tristan Behr to grab the ball out
of the air and score the TD. Liberti also
excelled once again on offense by scoring
on a 54-yd. touchdown run, and finishing the
contest with 119 yards on 16 rushes. Soph
quarterback Colton Redding, subbing for
the injured Jayson DeMild, connected on
a 19-yd. aerial strike to Jahsim Floyd for
another Bomber TD.
Middletown North 31 Sayreville 6
Sayreville finished the 2015 with a tough
31-6 loss to a strong Middletown North in
the quarterfinals of North 2 Group IV state
tourney play. The Bombers ended their
season under first-year Coach Chris Beagan
with a (5-5) record.

Boys Soccer

Sayreville (8-7-2) The Bombers had plenty
of offensive production from Kevin Sousa,
Roberto Salgado, Ope Olaloko and Louis
Brooks.

Girls Soccer

Sayreville (8-7) Khadija Barrie played
excellent soccer down the homestretch.

Field Hockey

Sayreville (1-17)

Answers
1e 2b 3f 4c 5j 6d 7d 8a 9i 10h 11k 12n 13m 14o 15l.

Noble Ranks In State Sayreville Girls Fall In
South Amboy’s girls’ soccer goalie Beth
States
Noble is ranked #14 in the state with 225

Princeton eliminated the Sayreville
Bombers girls’ soccer squad, 8-2 in a first
round CJ Group IV state tourney game.
Manville nipped the South Amboy Stephanie DeOcampo scored a goal for the
Governors soccer club, 4-3 in a first round Blue & Gray.
CJ Group I state tournament contest.
saves. Congratulations Beth!

Guvs Bow in CJ I Play

My First Pro Game
By Shawn Switzer

As a ten year old boy, Raritan Street in
South Amboy was my home. Watching the
Yankee games in black and white with my
grandfather will always be my favorite past
time. Growing up with so many siblings
made it hard for my family, financially, so
I was never able to enjoy the experience
of going to an actual professional baseball
game, until school was out for the summer
in 1967. This was my first year in the little
league. My coach was Fran Thompson, a
great guy who was great to play for, and also
very knowledgeable of the sport of baseball.
A day off from little league usually meant
watching the pro league on television with
my grandfather, until this day. My cousin and
owner/publisher of The South Amboy-Sayreville Times, Tom Burkard, and his buddy Joe
“Jasko” Jaskowiak, former umpire of the little
league, stopped by our Raritan Street home
and asked if anybody wanted to go to the
Mets game. Needless to say, I jumped at the
opportunity, and I was able to bring my friend
and neighbor Butch Mancini along with us.
I remember the excitement of going to

the South Amboy train station and getting to
ride a train into New York City for the first
time. That also turned into my first subway
train ride all the way to Shea Stadium. I
remember being in awe of how massive the
stadium was. I had never seen anything like it!
That day the Mets were playing the
St. Louis Cardinals, who had gone to win
the World Series that year. I believe Steve
Carlton, hall of famer, and Jerry Koosman
were the starters of the game. The spirit of
the game and the excitement in the stadium
was enough of a thrill for me, but the fun
didn’t stop there. Joe Jasko got me a Met
batting helmet that day, and Tom even caught
a foul ball and gave it to me. We even got
hot dogs and soda!
That day was really a major highlight of
my childhood; perhaps the best day of my life.
I would like to give an overdue ‘thank The South Amboy HS Girls Varsity tennis team had a great year under coach Brian Wohlt. They
you’ to Tom and Joe. You two are real aces! finished second in the Gold Division with a Division record of 10-2 and an overall record of 12-5.
The team is pictured at the GMC Tournament held at Middlesex County College.
I will never forget the day we spent at the
stadium. Your kindness will always be appreciated.

Happy Thanksgiving

The Local Sports Memory Machine
By Tom Burkard

From The Sports Archives
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15 Years Ago
2000-Sayreville track star Liam Jones set a
Spring Track school record for the 400 with
a 49.6. He also was the 2000 GMC champion, and state sectional Group IV champ,
in which he ran a 49.7. In addition, Liam
was also a two-time Indoor Track champion
in the Group III state tournament.

40 Years Ago

1974-1975-Hoffman boys’ basketball team,
despite having a tough season (5-18), featured
some talented scorers. Center Bob Besner,
who was injured for more than half the year
topped the club in scoring avg. with a 15.6,
and 187 points. He also had the high single
game with 28 points. George Bongiorno had
the most points scored with 292, 12.7, and
was followed by Tom Suau 274 points, 13.0,
Joe “Moose” McCarthy-239 points, 10.9 avg.

50 Years Ago
1989-The Hoffman Governors baseball squad is pictured prior to playing crosstown rival, St. Mary’s.
Top row (l-r) Bryan Wanko, Doug Gumprecht, Gary Kuhn, Colin Olsen, Mike Grover, Mark Lewis,
Mike Bialoblocki, Coach George Krzyzanowski. Bottom row (l-r) Mike McCarthy, Andy Nicorvo,
Corey LaVigne, Ken Krass, Kevin Krenc, Brian Kuhn.

The Cheerleaders

Eagles-Cheerleaders

1961-62-Who could forget St. Mary’s talented varsity cheerleaders that included Colette
Solinski, Evelyn Gandy, Peggy Dohan, Pat
Mulligan, Annette Paczkowski, Judy Frunzi,
Joan Minnick, Kathleen O’Brien, Peggy
Keating, Angela Charmello.

McCarrick Wins National Title

2009-Cardinal McCarrick High School’s
cheerleaders captured the championship
at the Reach the Beach Open Nationals in
Maryland. The squad placed first in the Small
Varsity Division in which 3 teams competed.
The girls were coached by Jean Marie Romanella. Members of the title-winning team
were: Co-Captains Jaci Chartier and Kim Humen, Katelynn Wiamer, Jennifer Dougherty,
Allison Dougherty, Beth Connelly, Jillian
Olliastro, Kami Davis, Christine Freuhwirth,
Katie Bell, Chelsea Engram, Bri Brush.

Hoffman/South
Amboy Girls
Basketball 1,000
Point Scorers

1964-1965-St. Mary’s Eaglettes girls’ basketball team finished (4-10). The top scorers
for the season were Eileen Soden 83 points,
Carolyn Lopes 55, Diane Hayes 53, Peggy
Chris Dill (1976) Jamie White (1980) Sue
Kurtz 47.
Check (1980) Nancy Garsick (1984) Lynn
Ust (1987) Tricia Popowski (1987) Krissy
Kuziemski (1988) Jenny Kuziemski (1988)
Jen Ingstrup (1995) Kristy Parfianowicz
1969-St. Mary’s boys’ basketball downed (1995) Kim Peterson (1999) Regan Rone
St. Peter’s, 60-54. Mark Bratus led the way (2002) Kiersten McCarthy (2003) Katey
with 17 points and was followed by George Charmello (2008) Amanda LaVigne (2015)
Krzyzanowski 11, Nick Charmello 10, and
Ted Krzyzanowski 10 points. 1973-Hoffman
boys hoopsters nipped Dunellen, 69-67, 1979-The Hoffman boys’ soccer club batwhen John Szatkowski stole the ball with tled Monroe to a 4-4 tie in the CJ Group I
0:05 seconds left and drove the length of the championship game. The contest was called
court for the clutch game winning basket. because of darkness and had to be replayed.
He finished the game with 15 points, as John Dragotta had a tremendous game by
did teammates George Bongiorno and Bob scoring 3 goals and dishing out 1 assist.
Stillwagon. 1983-Sayreville girls’ basketball Tom Mulligan added a goal, and 3 assists
team nipped Woodbridge, 43-40 on a Caryn for the Guvs.
Lukie 3-point play with 0:03 seconds left. In the replayed title tussle, the Purple & Gold
She finished with 19 points, while teammates trailed 1-0, until Tom Mulligan blasted in a
Kate Briody and Terry Lockwood tossed in goal off a Marty Veilleux pass to tie it with
10 points apiece. 1995-The Bombers field 6:48 left in the 3rd quarter. Monroe bounced
hockey squad obliterated Old Bridge, 6-0 back with the final score of the game to hand
behind Tabitha Roybal’s 3 goals. Zindy Gra- the lads from South Amboy a heartbreaking
jeda, Jill Jackson, and Christine Pytel added a 2-1 setback. Goalie Greg Seres had 15 saves
goal apiece. 2000-Sayreville blasted Bishop for Hoffman, who outshot Monroe, 28-27.
Ahr 22-0 in gridiron action. Jimi Miller led
the way with 2 touchdowns, while Mike
Worthington scored on a 2-yd. run. Brandon
Hoyte fired one touchdown pass, and rushed Year-1979
Sport-Soccer
for 95 yards on 12 carries.
Teams-St. Mary’s (2-10-1) vs. Hoffman (9-4)
in City Series action
Recap-The Eagles pulled off a major upset
over the talented Guvs, 2-1 in a real nail-biter.
Mark Bielat’s goal off a Ken Connors pass, 5
minutes into the fourth quarter won it. Bielat
Part 4
also scored in the second stanza on a pass
Our search continues for South Amboy/
from Paul Fecskovics. Bill Lewis blasted in
Sayreville athletes who played/coached
Hoffman’s only goal in the third quarter to
varsity sports at other high schools. If we
tie the score at 1-1. St. Mary’s goalie Billy
inadvertently missed anyone throughout this
Parker notched 31 saves, while Greg Seres
series, please let us know.
had 15 for the Governors.
Athletes
Player-of-the-Game-Mark Bielat, St. Mary’s
Marty O’Connor-St. Peter’s Prep-swimming,
(South Amboy); Neil O’Connor-St. Peter’s
Prep-basketball, (South Amboy; Sean Rappleyea-St. Joseph’s-ice hockey, baseball,
(Sayreville); Mike Kuziemski-Bishop
Ahr-football, (South Amboy); Mairead Forrest-Wardlaw-Hartridge, soccer, (Sayreville).
Coaches
Reggie Carney-East Brunswick-basketball,
softball, women’s golf, (Sayreville); Luke
Lenahan-Madison Twp.-basketball, (South
Amboy); Lynn Ust-St. Peter’s-basketball,
(South Amboy); John Kibbler-St. Pius-basketball (Sayreville); Maryanne Lewis-Carteret-basketball, (South Amboy); Jack Kreiger-Colonia, Metuchen, (South Amboy);
Tricia Popowski-Montclair, softball, (South
Amboy); Bob Kelly-St. Joseph’s-baseball,
(South Amboy).
Notebook: Tricia Popowski (South Amboy)
coached softball at Montclair HS, and was
selected Essex County Coach of the Year
in 2002 and 2005 by The Star Ledger...Bill 1936-The South Amboy High School basketball
Bulman (South Amboy) was elected to the team won the state championship. “The Big” 5
St. John Vianney Athletic Hall of Fame, and pictured (l-r) in this outstanding vintage photo
are “Barney” Roberts, “Henny” Conroy Sr., Pete
has also served as the school’s AD.

Glory Days In Local
Sports

1989-Hoffman High
School girls basketball
team celebrates winning
the first ever Tournament
of Champions (TOC) with
Coach Reggie Carney (right
front). The Lady Guvs will
become the first team in
history to be inducted into
the N.J.S.I.A.A. Hall of Fame.
*See story on page 1

A Storybook Season For Hoffman In ‘89
By Linda Carney

Even the most famous Hollywood
screenwriter couldn't have written a more
perfect script for the 1988-89 Hoffman Lady
Guvs. Inheriting the unenviable task of surpassing the marks set by graduated seniors,(
116 wins-4 losses; 4 Group 1 State Championships; 3 Greater Middlesex County Titles
and 3 Top Ten rankings in the USA Today )
the girls accepted the challenging road ahead.
Overwhelmed with preserving win streaks,
the Lady Guvs endured an unheard of 5 losses and posted a 23-5 regular season record.
An incredibly enthusiastic bench and a new
hero every game proved to be an unbeatable
combination.The much improved Lady Guvs

were a total team effort and with nothing to
lose, they were finally able to relax and have
fun in the NJSIAA State Tourney. The results
were outstanding as they beat University to
capture a state record fifth consecutive state
title. As the fourth smallest school in the state
Hoffman was awarded the sixth seed in the
T of C. Peaking at exactly the right time, the
overachieving Lady Guvs knocked off the
# 3 seed Bishop Eustace, 74-61,and then #
1 seed Pascack Valley 45-43 in the semis.
Facing highly touted Union Catholic in the
finals, the Lady Guvs played brilliantly! They
captured a hard earned 45-43 OT win and first
ever TOC trophy! Truly a storybook ending.

Back In Those College Days
The following South Amboy/Sayreville athletes played/or were head coaches in varsity
sports at the college level:
Athletes
Jerry Ust (Sayreville)-baseball, Trenton
State College; Luke Lenahan (St. Mary’s)basketball, Belmont Abbey College; Reggie
Carney (Sayreville)-baseball, Northern Arizona State; Gerry Carney (Sayreville)-track
& field, University of Maryland; Gary Kuhn
(Hoffman)-basketball, Westbrook College,
(ME); Steve Makwinski (Sayreville)-baseball, basketball, FDU; John Kibbler (St.
Mary’s/Sayreville)-baseball, Belmont Abbey College/Glassboro State College; Dan
Weinman (St. Mary’s)-baseball, Glassboro
State College; Rhonda Rompola (Sayreville)-basketball, Old Dominion/SMU; Tricia
Popowski (Hoffman)-softball, University of

South Carolina; Karen Guszkowski (Cardinal
McCarrick)-soccer, John Hopkins University.
Coaches
Lynn Ust (Hoffman)-basketball, Drew University; Rhonda Rompola (Sayreville)-basketball, SMU.
Notebook: Gary Kuhn (Hoffman) scored
over 1,000 points at Westbrook College in
Maine, and also cracked the 1,000 mark while
starring for Hoffman HS...Rhonda Rompola
(Sayreville) is now in her 24th season as head
coach at SMU. Her career record is currently
(426-300)...Tricia Popowski (South Amboy)
was a Division 1 All-American at the University of South Carolina, and also chosen as an
alternate for the 1996 U.S. Olympic team...
Karen Guszkowski (Cardinal McCarrick)
was a 2009 All-American goalkeeper for
John Hopkins University.

MATHEMATICS CONTEST
The Saint Joseph High School Mathematics Department has begun accepting team
applications for its 10th Annual Mathematics
Contest to be held on Saturday, January 16,
2016 at 10:30 a.m. at Saint Joseph High
School, 145 Plainfield Avenue, Metuchen,
NJ 08840.
The 45 minute contest, open to boys and
girls in 7th and 8th grade, features sixteen
questions chosen from Algebra, Geometry
and miscellaneous elementary math topics.

Immediately following the contest team and
individual awards will be presented during
a ceremony and lunch reception open to the
contestants and their families. Last year,
over 200 boys and girls participated.
Applications are currently being sent
to local schools. Interested schools that do
not receive an application may request one
by contacting the Saint Joseph High School
Mathematics Department atannualmathcontest@stjoes.org.

Remember When?

T.H.E. Game

Local Athletes Who
Played For Other
Schools

Champions

Pavich, Art Jensen, “Busty” Lagoda. (Photo/info
courtesy of Ed Conroy)
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Amboy Bankers Build a House That Rocks

As part of the Habitat for Humanity in Monmouth County and WRAT 95.9 FM Radio, Amboy
Bank employees sponsored and participated in the opening ceremony benefitting a local family
in Freehold. Amboy employees from left to right: Brittany Coyle and her mother MaryJo Coyle,
Norma Alicea and Michelle Turchi pictured with WRAT employees. Amboy Employees spent the
day helping to frame out the house for the Reyes Family. Amboy Bank has 22 offices in Middlesex
and Monmouth Counties. (Photo/Info Submitted)

The South Amboy Elks #784, hosted a Halloween Party for the Community on October 31st. It was
fun-filled with music, games and delicious food, adults and children danced the night away. Prizes
were given for the best and most imaginative costumes. There were visits from Santa, princesses,
pandas, monsters, etc. A fantastic event that many promised to, "see you next year for the tricks
and treats". Pictured is Elks Exalted Ruler Mike Green (back center) with costume winners. (Photo/
info Submitted)

Twin Lights Celebrating Sandy Success Story
New ‘Seeing Stars’ Exhibit, Three Years
In the Making, Features Historic Flags &
Patriotic Artifacts. The Twin Lights Museum,
which draws more than 75,000 visitors a year,
has reopened after a top-to-bottom renovation
and the installation of a new exhibit entitled
The Center For Lifelong Learning, a special needs school in Parlin, recently held a fundraiser for Seeing Stars: Every Flag Tells A Story. The
breast cancer. Staff members wore blue jeans for breast cancer.(Photo Submitted)
exhibit covers the history of the United States
through its flags, and celebrates the spring
day in 1893 when the Pledge of Allegiance
was given as the national oath of loyalty for
By Al Gomolka Jr.
the first time, at the Twin Lights.
Times Poet Laureate
“The Seeing Stars opening is particularly
c. 1994
gratifying given that the museum renovation
Red, yellow, orange, gold and brown
looked to be dead on arrival three years
Active autumn leaves fall gently
ago,” says Twin Lights Historical Society
To the ground
president Mary Jo Kenny. “At a meeting here
To take their rest,
in October of 2012, we got the enthusiastic
The trees recharge anew
blessing and support of the top folks from
Saying farewell to the summer
the New Jersey State Parks Service. A week
With drops of colored hues
later, Sandy struck and we were informed that
Our bodies, our spirits
if we wanted to continue, we were probably
Sometimes feel this all
on our own.”
But if we were trees
The Society’s board members voted to
Try to heed the call
keep moving forward, funding the project
To preserve thru cold
through small donations from visitors and
At Sacred Heart Rosary Society’s recent Holy
Less active, darker days
sales in the Museum Store—with the state
Communion Breakfast in Memorial Hall,
Withstand, and a spring
and county helping whenever and wherever
President Ann Marie Tauber (l) presented Miss
With warm and brighter ways
they could. “By reinvigorating the site and
Anne Szatkowski (r) with a long-stemmed red rose
Will make you feel
creating an international tourism destination,
and a pair of rosary beads for being honored as
As if when you lost your leaves,
we determined we could pump more than
“Rosarian of the Year.” Miss Szatkowski is a Band
That faithful wait
Captain and has been a member over 30 years.
$1 million a year into the devastated local
She was also chairperson of the event. More
As do the autumn trees.
economies,” says Mark Stewart, head of
than 50 members and friends attended. (Photo/
the museum collection for the Twin Lights
story submitted)
Historical Society. “That suddenly made the

Faithful Wait

Seeing Stars project a priority on a whole new
level. How often does a historical society
create a public-private partnership with that
kind of positive impact? In New Jersey, at
least, we’ve been told it’s unprecedented.”
Three years after Sandy, with state and
federal storm recovery funds dwindling—and
most charities having moved on to the next
disaster—the Twin Lights and the Society
have much to be proud of. It’s not just the
final product. It’s the process. Thousands of
volunteer hours, vendors offering generous
discounts on their goods and services, and
the guiding hand of the state all combined
to make the impossible a reality.
“Ours is a story about Sandy recovery
that probably won’t get a lot of play,” says
Mary Jo Kenny. “But I can’t imagine a better
example of how a small group of people can
pull together and make a sustained difference
in the lives of so many of their neighbors.”
Seeing Stars will run through 2016, and
will increase attendance by an estimated
40,000 or more visitors during that time. A
generous marketing grant from the Edison
Foundation will be used to promote the
museum.
Like the popular North Tower and gigantic Fresnel lens on display, the Seeing Stars
exhibit is free of charge and open to the public
Wednesday through Sunday, 10:00 a.m. to
12 noon and 1:00 to 4:00 p.m. The museum
will be open on Veteran’s Day. For more
information log onto twinlightslighthouse.
com or call 732–872–1814.
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Gone Fishin’
Fishing Flashes
By Teo “Weebles” Weber

Salt Water
The big news is that big Striped Bass have
arrived. Most of the fishing is in the ocean
with some in the middle of Raritan Bay.
Surf fishing is also decent, mostly at LBI
& Island Beach. Fish are weighing in from
the teens to forty pounds. Largest I heard
of was 47 pounds, caught in the surf on a
wooden plug at Beach Haven. The area
south of Barnegat Inlet is loaded with bait
fish and that’s where the Bass are. Party
boats are also jigging these fish up and
down the coast. Some real big Bluefish up
to 20 pounds are mixed in. In Raritan Bay
catching is good from boats. Twenty pound
Stripers are routine catch here, along with
some very large Blues. I haven’t seen much
in the bay from shore areas that I checked
out but that can change any day. Blackfish
bag limit goes up to 6 fish on November

16th. Bottom fishing for them will be good
along with Sea Bass which is now open and
Porgies. Some of the Porgies are quite large.
The Shark River is pretty good for large
winter Flounder. The bag limit is 2 fish. The
game wardens are active here, so be aware!
Fresh Water
Fall Trout fishing is underway. Large
Trout up to 20 inches have been stocked.
Some parts of the South Branch have given
up some nice fish. In mid-October, my wife
and I tried the lower Pequest. Despite the low
water, she caught 2 Rainbows. One was 15
inches plus. I lost one along with a prize
lure when something cut my line. We tried
the Black River off State Park Road a week
later. The water looked good but neither of
us did anything. Not even a strike!

Pete Toth, formerly of Sayreville laughs as he holds up a small pickerel he pulled in at Kennedy
Park in Sayreville. Always a good sportsman, Pete quickly released his catch into the lake. (Photo
by Tom Burkard)

Hunter (left photo) and Beth Brown (right photo) on a recent trip to Salmon River NY, caught
a king salmon and steelhead. They caught the fish on a drift boat called Book'em and Hook'em.
(Photo/info Submitted)

Pennsylvania Wildlife

This huge bull Elk was spotted in a herd with 30 cow elks recently at Benezette, Pennsylvania.
(Photo by Tom Burkard)
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Remembering
Robert & Patricia
Moran
A Memorial Mass will be celebrated
on Monday November 23, 2015 at 9:30am
at St. Mary's Church, South Amboy for
Robert C. and Patricia Ann Moran on the
occasion of their 60th wedding anniversary.
They are survived by their son and
daughter-in-law, Ted and Luana Moran and
their granddaughter, Paola and numerous
nieces and nephews.
Bob was born in South Amboy on July
2, 1928 to William and Margaret Scally Moran and passed away June 3, 2012 in Toms
River. Before retiring he was employed
as a truck driver for Smith and Solomon
Trucking Co., New Brunswick. He was
previously employed by Apex Trucking
Co., Perth Amboy. He was a member of
Teamsters local 701, North Brunswick and
the Central Jersey Retired Teamsters Assn.
Bob is also survived by his brother, William
Moran of Manchester and his sister, Rita
Reilly of Cape May.
Pat was born in South Amboy on May
15, 1936 to Theodore and Mildred Bright
Beshada and passed away on April 26,
2015 in Tallahassee, Florida. She was a
member of St. Mary' R.C. Church, South
Amboy and was employed as the rectory
cook from 1991 to 1997. She was also the
recycling coordinator for the City of South
Amboy until her retirement in 2012. She
loved cooking, being with her family and
traveling. She was a graduate of Harold
G. Hoffman High School, South Amboy.
Pat is also survived by her sister, Suzanne
Beshada Farmer of Barnegat and her
brothers, James Beshada of Holmdel and
Dennis Beshada of Brillion, Wisconsin.
Interment of their cremated remains
will follow at St. Mary's Cemetery, South
Amboy.

Elks Memorial
Service
South Amboy Elks #784 will conduct
a Memorial Service for all members who
have passed away since our last service
was conducted. The service will be held on
Sunday, December 6, 2015 commencing at
5:00 p.m., South Amboy Elks lodge officers
will conduct this year’s service as per Grand
Lodge statute 2.020. It is required that the
bar be closed at 5:00 p.m. and reopen upon
the conclusion of the Memorial Service. All
are invited to attend this moving ceremony.

Concert At Sayreville
On Wednesday, Dec. 2nd, the Cultural
Arts Council of the the Borough of Sayreville
will sponsor a contest featuring Liberty Oak
Chorus Performance Team (Sweet Adelines).
The event will be held at the Senior Center,
Main St., Sayreville at 7:30 p.m. Admission
is FREE, with light refreshments. All ages
are welcome. For more info please call the
Senior Center.
A PRAYER FOR HEALING
Lord, you invited all who are burdened to come to
You. Allow your healing hand to heal me. Touch my soul
with Your compassion for others. Touch my heart with
Your courage and infinite love for all. Touch my mind with
Your wisdom, that my mouth may always proclaim Your
praise. Teach me to reach out to You in my need. Help me
to lead others to You by my example. Most loving heart
of Jesus, bring me health in my body and spirit so that
I may serve You with all my strength. Touch gently with
this life that you have created. Amen -S.R.
PRAYER TO THE BLESSED VIRGIN
(Never known to fail) Oh, most beautiful flower of
Mt. Carmel, Fruitful vine, splendor of Heaven, blessed
Mother of the Son of God, Immaculate Virgin, assist me
in my necessity. Oh Star of the Sea, help me and show me,
herein you are my mother. Oh, Holy Mary, Mother of
God, Queen of Heaven and Earth! I humbly beseech you
from the bottom of my heart to succor me in this necessity.
There are none that can withstand your power. Oh, show
me herein you are my mother. Oh Mary, conceived without
sin, pray for us who have recourse to thee (3 times). Holy
Mary, I place this cause in your hands (3 times). Say this
prayer for 3 consecutive days. You must publish it and it
will be granted to you. Thank you. -S.A.
A PRAYER FOR HEALING
Lord, you invited all who are burdened to come to
You. Allow your healing hand to heal me. Touch my soul
with Your compassion for others. Touch my heart with
Your courage and infinite love for all. Touch my mind with
Your wisdom, that my mouth may always proclaim Your
praise. Teach me to reach out to You in my need. Help me
to lead others to You by my example. Most loving heart
of Jesus, bring me health in my body and spirit so that
I may serve You with all my strength. Touch gently with
this life that you have created. Amen -T.B.
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50th Reunion-Sacred Heart Grammar School Class of 1965 held a 50-year reunion at the Rio Mar
Restaurant in South River recently. Everyone had a wonderful time reminiscing about those fun
times back in the ‘60’s. (Photo by Tom Burkard)

Parlin Krauszers has recently opened a deli/grill at the store on Washington Rd. Pictured (l-r) is
Harry, Victor and Bobby Patel, with grillman Chris Demisis at the Parlin store’s Grand Opening on
Oct. 22. Freshly made breakfast and lunch sandwiches, and more will be available. Call in orders
too at 732-525-9228. (Photo/info by Clem Skarzynski)

Pictured at the 50th Apple Festival of the Madison Twp. Historical Society of Old Bridge are (l-r)
Chairperson Pat Schuck, Old Bridge Councilwoman Mary Sohor, Councilwoman Debbie Walker,
Mayor Owen Henry, Councilwoman Dr. Anita Greenberg-Belli. The event, which was held at the
Old Bridge Civic Center was once again a huge success. (Photo by Tom Burkard)

Sayreville Historical Society President Jason Slesinski (r) congratulates former Morgan resident Verne
James (l) following his outstanding presentation on the history of Morgan, Sayreville and South
Amboy. James, now resides in California and is still Morgan’s top historian and creator of the popular
Morgan blog: www.morgan-nj.org. Over 150 locals attended the event. (Photo by Tom Burkard)
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Cold Weather
Exercise
Exercising outdoors in cold weather can
be exhilarating. Even if skiing isn’t your
all-time favorite sport, you can have just
as much fun running, cycling, or walking
in winter time. Winter sunlight can revive
your spirits, and exercise in the cool, crisp
air can relieve the stress and tension related
to the busy holidays.
There are special considerations to remember for cold-weather exercise:
Athletes may not be aware of the loss
of fluids in cold weather, but the loss is real
and potentially dangerous. Athletes have
similar hydration needs year round, but many
of them simply don’t drink enough fluids
during the winter months. Sports nutrition
experts advise athletes to drink about one
quart of non-caffeinated fluids for every
1,000 calories expended each day. “Drink
two cups of fluid two hours before exercise
and least 4-6 ounces of fluid every 15-20
minutes during exercise.”
Don’t overdose. Exercise raises body
temperatures significantly and even a moderate workout can make you feel as if it’s
30 degrees warmer. The answer to this is
wearing several layers of loose-fitting thin
layers of clothes.
The first layer should be thermal underwear made of a fabric that draws perspiration
away form your body. That layer should
not be cotton, as cotton holds moisture next
to your skin and makes you feel cold and
clammy.
Your middle layer should be a synthetic
turtleneck and wool swather. Sweat pants or
Lycra tights worn over thermals will help keep
your legs warm. If precipitation is evident,
your outer jacket should be waterproof,
wind-resistant, yet breathable. Or for a short
workout in dry weather, just an ordinary
windbreaker would be suitable.
Zippers make clothes more adaptable for
controlling the amount of air you let in or for
removing quickly. Mittens are warmer than
gloves. Fingers resting against each other stay
warmer than fingers separated by the added
air surface between the fingers of gloves.
Headgear is important since you lose
so much heat through your head. Be sure
to wear good running shoes, with enough
support and cushion.

Prescription Drug
Discount Card
Program

To help lower prescription drug costs
for individuals who pay the full cash price for
their medications, Middlesex County Freeholder Blanquita B. Valenti announced the
release of the Middlesex County Prescription
Drug Discount Card Program developed in
conjunction with ProAct Inc.
The Middlesex County Prescription
Drug Discount Card Program is offered to
the County and residents at zero cost. There
are no pre-requisites or qualifications to take
advantage of the program.
Every resident regardless of their
age, income or existing health coverage is
eligible to use the program. Discount Cards
are accepted at over 170 pharmacies within
the County and at over 62,000 pharmacies
nationwide.
“This program is a way for Middlesex
County to ensure everyone, regardless of their
health coverage, has access to discounted
prescription medications,” said Valenti,
chair of the County’s Community Services
Committee. “By partnering with ProAct,
we are able to provide a free program to
County residents that can positively impact
their health and well-being.”(continued on
page 21)
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Local Wildlife
(Photos by Tom Burkard)

Freeholder Director Ronald G. Rios (second from left) presents a check, on behalf of the Middlesex
County Board of Chosen Freeholders, to Carteret for restoration and development of the Ritz Theater.
Standing with Rios are (from left) Carteret Councilmembers Vincent Bellino, Susan Naples, Dennis
DiMascio and Carteret Mayor Daniel J. Reiman.The Middlesex County Board of Chosen Freeholders
awarded a $6 million grant from the Middlesex County Cultural and Arts Trust Fund to advance the
restoration of the Ritz Theater. The presentation took place during the annual Carteret Fall Festival
on Oct. 31. (Photo/Info Submitted)
This red-tailed hawk was spotted across the street from the South Amboy Post Office on the vacant
lot at the corner of South Broadway and George St., holding onto, and then eating a squirrel it
recently killed. The hawk is pictured here between bites of his meal.

Two graceful swans are pictured on a beautiful fall evening at a nearby lake.

Powdered Alcohol Bill Now Law

(Legislation Assembly Democrats Paul
Moriarty, Craig Coughlin, Charles Mainor,
Nancy Pinkin and Joseph Danielsen sponsored to prohibit the sale of powdered alcohol
in New Jersey was signed into law on Monday.
Powdered alcohol is ethyl alcohol which
is designed to be dissolved in liquid to produce
alcoholic beverages. Moriarty first introduced the measure in November of last year.
However, the federal Alcohol and Tobacco
Tax and Trade Bureau finally approved the
sale of powdered alcohol on the market in
March, prompting renewed concerns about
the dangers the product poses.
“The lure of this product to underage
people and the potential for dangerous misuse
among people of any age is ripe. Not only can
it be inhaled, it can also be added to another
person’s food or drink unbeknownst to them,”
said Moriarty (D-Camden/Gloucester). “Because of its composition, powdered alcohol
can also be easily concealed and brought into
venues where alcoholic beverages from other
sources may not be permitted or places where
there is a total ban on alcoholic beverages.”
The new law (A-3580) stipulates that
no person shall sell, offer for sale, or deliver,
receive or purchase for resale, in this state,
any product consisting of or containing powdered alcohol. The law defines “powdered
alcohol” as a powder or crystalline substance
containing alcohol which is produced for
human consumption.
“This product can be easily hidden
and allows people to drink pretty much
anywhere as long as they have water. That’s
trouble waiting to happen,” said Coughlin
(D-Middlesex). “Many people have a hard
time limiting themselves with the liquid

form. The potential for misuse is worrisome,
especially among young people who may be
experimenting with alcohol for the first time.”
“The makers of this product say people would be foolish to try to snort this
product. I guess they never heard of the
cinnamon challenge or the fire challenge,”
said Mainor (D-Hudson). “Young people are
impressionable; even more so in our social
media age. The last thing we need is another
potentially dangerous fad for young people to
get into and promote on the Internet.”
“This product, with its powdery form,
trivializes the effects of alcohol, which can be
especially dangerous for young people who
often binge drink,” said Pinkin (D-Middlesex). “From alcohol-poisonings on college
campuses to alcohol-fueled accidents, youth
and alcohol are a bad mix. We don’t need a
product that makes it even easier for them
to drink irresponsibly.”
“There are so many untold risks with this
product that far outweigh any benefits,” said
Danielsen (D-Middlesex/Somerset). “Clearly most states are in agreement given all the
action being taken to prevent this product
from flooding the market. New Jersey needed
to do the same before we opened a Pandora’s
Box of potential misuse and abuse.”
Federal approval of the product prompted fierce opposition from health experts,
public health officials and media outlets.
New Jersey is now one of six states to ban
the product and at least 23 other states are
considering legislative bans.
The measure was approved 69-5-4 by
the Assembly on June 25 and in the Senate,
39-1 on June 29.

Kick off the holidays with musical duo,
Nina Et cetera, at Sayreville Public Library
on Friday, December 4 from 2:00 to 3:00 PM!
This concert features classic holiday tunes in
21st century fashion. Hear songs by Johnny
Cash, Elvis, Brenda Lee, Ray Charles, Fats
Domino, Chuck Berry and many others! Wear

your favorite holiday sweater to really get in
the spirit of the season!
For more information or to register,
contact Alaina at alainad@lmxac.org or call
732-727-0212 ex. 25. You may also register
online at www.sayrevillelibrary.org/!

Rockin’ Around the Holidays Concert

This female Mallard duck sits on the edge of the lake at Kennedy Park.

Discount Card Program (Cont. from page 20
Valenti recognized Freeholder H. James
Polos, who initiated a prescription savings
plan several years ago: “We were at the forefront then, and now, working with ProAct,
we are looking to reach and serve even more
residents.”
“This plan can help those who have no
prescription coverage, minimal prescription
coverage or those who must take certain medications that are not covered by their plans,”
said Freeholder Director Ronald G. Rios.
“So, even if you have a prescription plan, I
encourage you to look into the program to
see if it can help you.”
Residents who take advantage of the
County’s discount card program can expect
to see savings ranging from 10 percent to 20
percent off the full cash price of name brand
medications and savings from 20 percent to
70 percent off the full cash price of generic
medications.
The program also covers prescriptions
for pets.
Middlesex County Discount Cards are
being mailed to households in the County,

and an inventory of cards will be provided
to local pharmacies as well as County agencies such as, the Department of Community
Services, the Office of Human Services, and
the Health Services Office.
Those with access to the internet and a
printer may log onto www.NJRxDiscountCard.comand print a Middlesex County card
from the dropdown menu.
Simply present your Middlesex County
Discount Card at your local participating
pharmacy when renewing or filling a new
prescription and start saving. To locate the
nearest participating pharmacy, use the
pharmacy locator tool found onwww.NJRxDiscountCard.com.
If individuals would like to look up
the cost of their medications at participating
pharmacies, log onto www.NJRxDiscountCard.com and select the drug price lookup
tool under “Participant Benefits.”
For more information, including a
listing of all participating pharmacies, call
the ProAct Helpdesk at 1-877-776-2285 or
by visiting www.NJRxDiscountCard.com.

In Memoriam (continued from page 2 )
Margaret “Peggy” O’Leary Wahler, 63,
formerly of South Amboy died on Sept. 8.
She was a fine lady, loved and respected by
all who knew her, and will be missed. Alan
Villani, 61, of Sayreville died on Sept. 17.
He was an original Munn’s Village resident
in ‘54. Alan worked at GM for many years,
and later as a handyman/painter. Robert
Dzielak, 67, formerly of South Amboy died
on Oct. 14. He was a 3-year U.S. Army
veteran who served in the Vietnam War.
Anthony Mocarski, 70, of South Amboy
died on Oct. 21. He was a barge captain and
also a member of St. Mary’s Food Pantry.
In addition, he was known and respected by
many people at St. Mary’s Church, where
he served as a dedicated usher at the 4 p.m.
Mass on Saturdays. Paul Lewandowski, 52,
of Sayreville died on Oct. 21. Pasquale “Pat”
Casanova, 90, of Morgan died on Oct. 21. He
was owner/operator/truck driver for Flagstaff
Liquors in Perth Amboy for many years. In
addition, he was a World War II hero with
the U.S. Army’s 551st Parachute Infantry

Battalion, and was awarded impressive
medals, including the Bronze Star, 3 times,
Purple Heart, and many others. Pat was also a
member of many veterans organizations. He
received the Presidential Unit Citation in the
Army for Extraordinary Heroism to the 551st
Parachute Infantry Battalion. Pat also served
with the 82nd Airborne Division. He was a
supervisor at All State Plastics, Inc. in South
Amboy for over 30 years. Gerard Kenny
Sr., 87, of Parlin died on Oct. 22. He was a
member and Past Grand Knight of Sayreville
K of C Council 2061. Gloria “Jean” Tarallo
Hourahan, 74, of South Amboy died on Oct.
27. She was an owner of Tarallo’s Deli in
South Amboy, and her happy and pleasant
personality always made customers days
brighter. Douglas Reed, 86, of Parlin died
on Nov. 2. He was a former president of
Madison Park Little League, and coached
baseball and girls softball at Madison Park.
May God rest their souls and never forget
them for all of their good works on earth.
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Obituaries

Balicki, Jan, 87, of South Amboy died
on Nov. 7.
Beaudry, Fred P. Sr., 84, formerly of
South Amboy died on Nov. 12.
Carbone, Anna, 92, of Parlin died on
Oct. 11.
Casanova, Pasquale J. “Pat,” 90, of
Morgan died on Oct. 21.
Clark-LaVigne, Margaret “Maggie,”, 51,
of South Amboy died on Nov. 5.
DeRogatis, Christine, 71, of South Amboy died on Nov. 4.
Dzielak, Robert C., 67, formerly of South
Amboy died on Oct. 14.
Granaghan, John, 76, of Sayreville died
on Oct. 25.
Hourahan, Gloria J. “Jean” Tarallo, 74,
of South Amboy died on Oct. 27.
Kenny, Gerard C. Sr., 87, of Parlin died
on Oct. 22.
Kurdyla, Stella Batko, 96, of Sayreville
died on Oct. 22.
Lewandowski, Paul, 52, of Sayreville
died on Oct. 21.
Lula, John, 100, of Sayreville died on
Nov. 6.
Maliszewski, Josephine Ploskonka, 91,
of South Amboy died on Nov. 5.
Marrone, Louis J., 74, of South Amboy
died on Oct. 19.
Mocarski, Anthony S., 70, of South
Amboy died on Oct. 21.
Mount, Lori A., 42, of Sayreville died
on Oct. 27.
Paulos, Rose, 94, of Sayreville died on
Nov. 11.
Pritting, Roger, 63, of Parlin died on
Oct. 25.
Przygoda, George J., 76, of Sayreville
died on Nov. 1.
Puchalski, Anna M., 94, of Sayreville
died on Nov. 12.
Reed, Douglas H., 86, of Parlin died
on Nov. 2.
Smith, Ellen M., 78, of South Amboy
died on Oct. 13.
Tevis, Maryann C., 74, of Sayreville
died on Oct. 25.
Vallani, Alan, 61, of Sayreville died on
Sept. 17.
Vargo, Ronald F., 72, of Sayreville died
on Nov. 10.
Wahler, Margaret “Peggy” O’Leary, 63,
formerly of South Amboy died on Sept. 8.
Wlodarczyk, Stella F., 90, of Sayreville
died on Oct. 14.
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