South Amboy-Sayreville Times October 24, 2015 1

Chief Celecki
Dies On Duty

SWMHS Hall Of Fame
Committee

By Tom Burkard

On Oct. 14, popular Middlesex County
Fire Police Chief/longtime South Amboy
Fire Dept. firefighter, Gerald “Bear” Celecki,
70, answered a call for a possible gas leak
at a home on Parker Ave. While in the street
directing a fire truck that was backing up, the
driver noticed he couldn’t see Celecki, and
stopped the truck, got out, and found him
after he collapsed on the ground. Firefighters began lifesaving techniques, and he was
rushed to Raritan Bay Medical Center in
Perth Amboy, where he was pronounced dead.
Fire Chief Mike Geraltowski was very
saddened by the death of his old friend, and
said, “He was “Bear.” One of a kind, and
there will never be another. I knew him for
25 years and will really miss him.”
Jerry, who grew up in Perth Amboy,
served 50-plus years as a firefighter with
South Amboy and Perth Amboy.
He was a member of Progressive Fire
Co.; Exempt Firemen’s Association; Antique
Fire Apparatus Association of Central Jersey;
Perth Amboy Volunteer Fire Dept.
“Bear” was a large man in stature, had
a heart of gold, and was always willing to
help anyone in need. He was most proud
to be a firefighter, and always gave 110% of
his dedication to the South Amboy Fire Dept.
and Middlesex County Fire Police. Gerald
“Bear” Celecki will be sadly missed by the
community, but always remembered.
*See Brian Stratton’s feature story on
page 25 from 2003 about Jerry and his vintage fire truck

Flags At Half-Staff
For Celecki

Gov. Chris Christie ordered that all state
buildings should fly their flags at half-staff
from Oct. 22-Oct.28 in honor and tribute
to South Amboy’s Gerald “Bear” Celecki,
who died on Oct. 14 in the line of duty
while directing traffic on Parker Ave., where
firefighters checked on a gas leak.

Lodzinski Trial To
Proceed
By Steve Schmid

Superior Court Judge Daniel Nieves
sitting in New Brunswick has ruled the
murder trial of former South Amboy resident
Michelle Lodzinski will move ahead. Nieves
ruled the prosecutors have provided sufficient
circumstantial evidence to link Lodzinski
to the killing of her 5 year old son Timothy
Wiltsey.The judge commented Lodzinski
changed her story several times about her
son’s alleged kidnapping from a Sayreville
carnival on May 25, 1991. Nieves added
Lodzinski admitted to changing her accounts
to police which hindered the investigation
and may reasonably establish circumstantial
evidence of guilt.

Chief Mike Geraltowski (c), 1st Assistant Chief John Kelly (l) and 2nd Assistant Chief Steve Szatkowski
lead the South Amboy Fire Department at its 125th Anniversary Parade. (Photo by Brian Stratton)

South Amboy Fire Dept.
Celebrates 125th Anniversary
By Tom Burkard

The weather gods spared the South
Amboy Fire Dept. of the possibility of facing
Hurricane Joaquin, and the long-anticipated
125th Anniversary Parade kicked-off on
schedule, despite a very chilly, windy and
overcast day. The event was supposed to end
at Waterfront Park with festivities to follow,
but according to one fireman, “high winds
were blowing the food tents around, and
the tents and celebration had to be moved
behind Enterprise Snorkel Fire Co. on lower
George St.
Fire Chief Mike Geraltowski said that,
“Considering the hurdles we had to overcome
the morning of the parade, and having to
move all the festivities from the county park
to the Enterprise Fire House on George St.,
we did okay. We are happy with the results,
and everybody had a great time.”
The parade lasted nearly an hour and featured 24 departments, over 100 fire apparatus,
and many fire personnel marching, plus first
aid squads and emergency personnel, coming
from all over the state, with the furthest being
Hackettstown from the North and Freehold
from the South, as well as popular local
marching units and bands.
The South Amboy Fire Dept. was led by
5-time World Champion, Blessed Sacrament
Golden Knights Drum & Bugle Corps.
The Parade Marshals, all former
chiefs, were driven in separate, cool sports
cars. They were Walter Kozak, Enterprise,

Chief-1975; James Nemeth, Independence,
Chief-1977; Edward Szatkowski, Protection, Chief-1981; Francis “Butch” Mulvey,
Mechanicsville, Chief-1984; John Donnelly,
Progressive, Chief-1978.
The Sayreville Fire Dept. had a banner
day by taking home 13 trophies, however,
Boonton Fire Dept. captured the Ellsworth
Post Trophy for Best Overall Fire Dept.,
as awarded by the State Exempt Firemen’s
Organization.
A very proud Chief Geraltowski mentioned the Fire Dept. had been working very
hard planning the event for 5 years, by holding fundraisers that included two circuses,
a murder mystery night, basketball game
with the Harlem Wizards, and a golf outing.
He said, “We had an outstanding turnout
of the South Amboy Fire Dept., and I was
very proud to march in front of them as the
125th Chief of the South Amboy Fire Dept.
I also would like to thank all the members
of the committee for 5 years of dedication
and hard work.”
The celebration at the Enterprise fire
house featured great music provided by
D.J. Johnny B., and also a talented local
band, the JJO’s. There were plenty of hot
dogs, hamburgers, and cheeseburgers for the
hungry parade participants and spectators.
Everyone had a great time helping the City of
South Amboy Fire Dept. celebrate its 125th
Anniversary.

NEXT ISSUE:

Thanksgiving Issue
DEADLINES
November 9th
FOR ADS CALL

Trick Or Trunk

The Sayreville Recreation Department
will be having it’s Annual Halloween Trick
or Trunk Parade on October 28, 2015 at the
Borough of Sayreville Football Field on
Dolan Avenue. Parade begins at 6:30pm. All
are welcome. Prizes to be awarded for Best
Costume per age group; Kids are invited to
Trick or Treat on the track. In an effort to
collect food for the Sayreville Food Bank
we are asking all participants bring 2 current
non-perishable food items to the Trick or
Trunk as an entry fee. Please help us help those
who are struggling in these difficult times.
The Sayreville Recreation Department
wants to wish everyone a safe and Happy
Halloween.

South Amboy Elementary School 5th grader
Franchesca Sambucci sings the Star Spangled
Banner to open the New Jersey State Exempt
Fireman's Convention which was hosted by the
South Amboy Fire Department at the South
Amboy Middle/High School. (Photo by Brian
Stratton)

November 21st

732-727-0398 OR 732-841-5249

The SWMHS Hall of Fame Committee
is seeking nominations for its 2016 Awards
Induction Ceremony. Nominees must be
graduates of Sayreville High School who
have made outstanding contributions to their
profession, organization, or community.
Briefly list the individual’s accomplishments,
year of graduation if known, and contact
information, including email address. Call
Elaine Kubacz at 732-727-0192 for nomination forms, or submit nomination letters
to: SWMHS Hall of Fame Committee, 20
Holly Drive, Parlin NJ 08859, before November 13, 2015. Nominations can also be
emailed to: barb.anderson2@verizon.net, or
epkubacz@verizon.net. Be sure to include
your own contact information in case we
have any questions.

The Sayreville Fire Department march down South Stevens Ave during the SAFD 125th Anniversary
parade. Sayreville took home 13 trophies and were well represented. Next June Sayreville Fire
Department will celebrate its 100th Anniversary! (Photo by Brian Stratton)
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Talk Of The Towns
By Tom Burkard

In Memoriam
William Connors, 57, formerly of Sayreville died on Sept. 18. He worked as a police
officer for the Port Authority of NY and NJ
for 25 years, retiring in 2004. William was
involved in the Sept. 11th rescue efforts at the
World Trade Center, where he worked for 9
months, recovering our lost heroes. Charles
“Charlie” Best, 88, of Parlin died on Sept. 26.
He worked at Bendix and was involved in developing the navigation system for the Apollo
moon landing. Charlie was a terrific guy,
and very proud U.S. Navy veteran of World
War II and the Korean War. Ann Samuel,
94, of Sayreville died on Sept. 30. She was
a member of many Sayreville organizations,
and was known for her creativity, especially
making dresses and capes for the Infant of
Prague statue at St. Stanislaus Kostka Church
and elsewhere. Ann was also appreciated
by all for her baking and decorating skills.
Mary Donnamaria of Sayreville died on Oct.
1. She was a past committee woman of the

9th District of the Sayreville Democratic
Association, and also a member of many local
organizations. Betty Jane Smith Cassidy,
81, formerly of Sayreville died on Oct. 8.
Before retiring in 2006, she worked for the
Sayreville Board of Education as a school bus
driver for 32 years, and was an Elder with
the First Presbyterian Church of Sayreville.
Daniel “Danny” Carter, 54, of Sayreville died
on Oct. 9 after being struck by an automobile
while crossing Main St. in Sayreville. Danny
was employed by the Borough of Sayreville
Police Dept. for the past 35 years as an auto
mechanic. Caroline DeLucia, 88, of South
Amboy died on Oct. 19. She was employed
by Charles Komar & Sons for 25 years prior to
her retirement. Caroline was also a member/
Past PTA President of St. Mary’s Grammar
and High Schools. A kind-hearted lady, she
will never be forgotten.
May they always be remembered for
their wonderful lives.

Pleasant Little Trivia
By Tom Burkard

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

South Amboy Knights of Columbus
Grand Knight Council #426 Grand
Knight from 1967-68?a. Louis Meszaros
b. Steve Schmid c. Eugene Armstrong
In ‘83, this Auto Service was located
on Rt. 35 North in South Amboy?
a. Skyline Auto Body b. Morgan Auto
Service c. Navarro’s Auto Service
In 1976 the Raritan River Railroad
Parlin Freight Station was located
at? a. Ernston Rd. b. Jernee Mill Rd.
c. Washington Rd.
In ‘77 where was Nick’s Hideout located in Sayreville? a. MacArthur Ave.
b. Main St. c. Pulawski Ave.
This tree service was located in Morgan
back in 1977? a. Jerome b. Rondeau
c. Pine Ave.
Sayreville War Memorial HS Student
Council President in 1967-68? a.Kathy
Holda b. John Hickey c. Nick DeBiase

7.

What year was the Melrose Fire House
built?
a. 1949 b. 1962 c. 1971
8. In ‘77 became the new pastor at United
Methodist Church in South Amboy?
a. Rev. Wilbur Newton b. Rev. John
Benson c. Rev. Nathaniel Squier
9. President of the South Amboy Little
Fellas League in 1989?
a. Conrad Cyriax b. James Holovacko
c. Randy Neumann
10. Hoffman High’s valedictorian in 1989?
a. Patricia Smith b. John Wuznikowski
c. Timothy Donovan
11. St. Mary’s HS school play in ‘89?
a. The Odd Couple b. The Sound of
Music c. No, No Nanette
12. South Amboy Lions Club president in
1988? a. Franklin English b. Greg
Havlusch c. Ray Tomaszewsk
Answers: 1a 2c 3c 4a 5b 6a 7b 8b
9b 10c 11c 12c.

Amboy Bankers Become Builders For A Day- As part of the Habitat for Humanity Perth Amboy
location, Amboy Bank employees helped restore a Laurie Street home for a single mother and her three
children. Amboy employees from left to right: Angela Sims, Alicia Goldberg, Vince Blasi, Courtney
Farrell and Elizabeth Acheampong. Amboy Employees spent the day at the home installing the front
and back doors, painting, removing fence posts and cutting and installing decorative columns on the
front porch. Amboy Bank has 22 offices in Middlesex and Monmouth Counties. (Photo Submitted)

OLV Senior Meeting

The OLV Seniors will hold their November meeting on Friday, November 6,
2015 at 1:00PM in Monsignor Hall. After
our business meeting, we will have our annual members-only Thanksgiving luncheon.
Mary Bouchard is collecting $12 from
members for the luncheon. If you have not
paid or wish to attend, please call Mary at
732-727-5056. Sign- ups for our members’
Christmas Luncheon will be taken at this
meeting. Please bring a non-perishable food
item for St. Vincent de Paul pantry. For further
information, please contact Teri Yetsko, OLV
Senior President at 732-727-7639.

Celebrity Storytime

Drop in the Dowdell Library of South
Amboy for Mickey Gross’ fun Celebrity
Storytime and the spooky Halloween party
on Monday, October 26 at 3:45 pm. Come
in costume! There will be delicious refreshments and prizes. For more information,
contact the library at 732-721-6060 or
comments@dowdell.org. The library is
adjacent to the South Amboy High School
on O’Leary Boulevard.

Radio City Show

The OLV Senior Group is sponsoring
a trip to the Radio City Christmas Show on
Saturday, November 21, 2015. The price for
the trip is $165.00 which includes premium
seating, a box lunch, bus transportation, bus
driver gratuity, and snacks on the return trip.
The bus will leave the OLV lower parking lot
at 9 AM and return at approximately 6 PM.
For further information or to reserve tickets,
please contact Teri at 732-727-7639.
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Business Of The Month
Madura Pharmacy

The talented staff of Madura Pharmacy pictured (l-r) is JoAnn Wolfman, Pharmacy Technician,
Anne Marie Madura-Wolpin, Owner/Rph, Mary Lou Harris, Rph, and Rose Marie Quackenbush,
Pharmacy Technician. Missing from photo: Carol Tomarch, Susan Szatkowski, Linda Szatkowski.
(Photo by Tom Burkard)

Anne Marie Madura-Wolpin, the
owner of Madura Pharmacy graduated from
Rutgers University in 1980, as a Registered
Pharmacist. She and her fine staff have
a rigorous schedule filling prescriptions,
counseling patients, and providing comforting conversation when necessary. The
pharmacy is always filled with a wide-range
of conversation with a host of patients and
friends. Talk focuses on their prescriptions,
as well as happenings around town.
You can always come to the pharmacy
and get a warm welcome and good conversation. The educated staff is happy to
help with all your medical needs, and much
more. Madura’s expanded services now
include a children’s toy department, Carlton

greeting cards, everyday cards, as well as
special occasion cards. In addition, the
pharmacy also offers Russell Stover candy,
Whitman’s candy, a large assortment of bag
candy, sundry items, personal care items
and a health care department. Madura’s
now features a nice selection of Time and
Again candles.
As always, your prescriptions will be
filled by their outstanding and motivated
staff. Madura’s accepts Visa, Mastercard,
Discover, American Express and FSA cards.
Madura Pharmacy is located at 115
North Broadway, South Amboy and is open
Monday-Thursday 9 a.m. to 8 p.m., and
Saturday 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. The telephone
number is 732-721-1732.

Presidential Scandals
Of The 20th Century

Tricky Tray
Sacred Heart School HSA will be hosting
its Tricky Tray on November 14, 2015 Tickets
are $15 each. Doors open at 6:00pm with first
ticket drawn at 7:30pm Please contact Lauren
Giermanski @hsasecretary@sacredheartsa.
com or 732~910~1886

Walter Choroszewski presents an overview of scandals linked to the American
Presidents of the 20th Century—involving
corruption, lies, abuse of power and personal
infidelities. Eighteen presidents have served
during those 100 years. Join Walter at Sayreville Public Library on Tuesday, November
10 from 6:30 to 8:00PM as he shares stories
of eight who made history for their scandalous behaviors.
To read more about Walter, visit his
website at: http://www.walterc.com/pages/
bio.html
Ages 18 and older only. For more information or to register, contact Alaina at
alainad@lmxac.org or call 732-727-0212
ex. 25. You may also register online at www.
sayrevillelibrary.org/!
TO ST. JUDE
May the Sacred Heart of Jesus be adored and glorified,
loved and preserved throughout the world. Sacred Heart
of Jesus, pray for us. St. Jude, worker of miracles, pray for
us. St. Jude gave me hope. -P.S.

South Amboy Superintendent Retires

Recently retired Superintendent of South Amboy Schools Robert Sheedy (3rd from left seated) is
pictured with current and former Board of Education members at his last meeting. Best wishes
on your retirement!! (Photo Submitted)
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Yearbook-Sayreville 2010
By Tom Burkard

Please remember to vote November 3rd

Sayreville War Memorial HS seniors
returned to school after Labor Day, and at
that time, the #1 Pop Song in the nation was
“I Gotta Feeling” by The Black Eyed Peas.
On the Sayreville scene, Superintendent
of Schools was Frank Alfano, and school
principal was James Brown.
Some members of the huge faculty
were Mary Charmello, Nicholas Cifelli,
Christine Bill, Jacqueline Benavides, Daniel
Brack, Mary Fallon, Brittany Dusko, Christa
DeLucia, James Craft, Shawn Currie, Tricia
Jayson, Richard Gluchowski, Jennifer Pesci,
John Wojcik, Marybeth Woolf.
The yearbook was titled “Passport,”
and was dedicated to popular teacher Linda Jakubik-Tanchyk. Co-editors-in-chief
were Dana Quinn and Erik Sherman. The
Homecoming King was Daniel Bredenbeck
and Queen Stephanie Reyes.
Randomly chosen seniors from the Class
of 2010 were: Lanie Andrews, Brandon Adelino, Kristen Batko, Allison Barney, Sameer
Akhtar, Nicole Adamusik, Casey Beavers,
Nicole Bright, Brittany Burkhardt, Megan
Campbell, David Cunningham, Samantha
Braine, Jose Campos, Alexa Cangelosi,
James Comerford, Jacqueline Ciak, Anthony
Consiglio, Charles Du, Andrea Duffy, Amber
Danku, Sarah DeLucia, Basim Fain, Naishal
Gandhi, Shakir Goodrich, Cheyenne Grant,
Jason Greenberg, David Milewski, Michael
Lefton, Amanda Caveney, Steven Buscar,
Jaimie John, Kevin Hourahan, Danielle
Hogan, Joseph Janela, Veronica Guido,
Jeffrey Loftus, Jordanna Lembo, Michael
Katz, Gregory Lombardo, Weston Kulick,
Tyler Miara, Samuel Moko, Ross Masterson, James Midgley, Steven Mierzwiak,
Woodrow McCarthy, Toni McFeeley, Taylor
Miller, Melissa Murray, Matthew Monte,
Brittany Nowicki, Kaitlyn Mulcahy, Jordan
Newcombe, Kathryn Pentek, Christopher
Pearson, Forum Patel, Diann Pierre, Kathy
Pindych, Milady Ramos, Markin Samad,
Marta Sanowska, Matthew Rifkin, Glenn
Sauer, Beant Singh, Jacob Werb, Chelsea

Wiley, Brian Truchan, Megan Toth, Jaime
Unkel, Robert Zellman, Shannon McKenna.
Sayreville War Memorial HS offered
countless activities, clubs, organizations, and
sports to its students. Some of the popular
activities were Powderpuff Football, the Pep
Rally, the Variety Show. A few of the school
clubs included African History Club, Odyssey
of the Mind, Peer Leadership, Red Cross
Club, SADD, Chess, Book, Robotics, and
many more. For the musically inclined there
was the concert band/jazz band, marching
band, and choir. Students into acting had their
chance to shine in the Fall Drama, “Macbeth,”
and the Spring Musical, “Les Miserables.”
The Student Council consisted of President-Brianne Behr, VP-Michael Clark,
Secretary-Sarah Buscar, Treas.-Kristen
Wagner. The Senior Class Council was
comprised of President-Stephanie Reyes,
VP-Dana Lefkowitz, Treas.-Elena Santiago, Corresponding Sec.-Mai Le, Recording
Sec.-Alexes Correa.
On the sports scene, the football finished
(9-2) under Coach George Najjar; the boys
soccer team led by All-American Kene Eze
turned in a (12-8) record. Eze finished his
outstanding career with 106 goals. The girls’
tennis team under coach Mike Provenza
turned in the best record (20-2) in school
history. The boys’ bowling team was a superb
(18-1-1). Jessica Kitrys scored her 1,000
point in leading the girls’ basketball club to
a fine (16-9) season.
At Graduation time, the top pop song in
the nation was “Not Afraid” by Eminem, and
the talented Class of 2010 certainly was brave
as it entered the big, wide, world following
their last day at SWMHS.
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The students of St. Stanislaus Kostka School participated in an animal food drive to celebrate the feast
of St. Francis of Assisi. St. Francis said, "It is in giving that we receive." The students visited the New
Beginnings Animal Rescue in East Brunswick bringing needed items for the organization. Pictured
from left to right: Barbara Keegan, manager at New Beginnings Animal Rescue, Henry Lynch, Ava
Marie Mendes, and Robert Grover. (Photo/Info Submitted)

Happy Birthday!

(Left)-Elisabeth Nejmann was presented with this beautiful birthday cake by Sayreville Seniors on
her 104th Birthday! Happy Birthday and congratulations! (Right)-Mary Ann Spisso, President of
the Sayreville Seniors Thursday Club, wishes Elisabeth Nejmann a happy 104th birthday. (Photos
by Tom Burkard)

Sight & Sound Trip

The OLV Senior Group is sponsoring a
trip to Sight and Sound Theater in Lancaster,
PA to see Samson on Wednesday, April 13,
2016. The cost of the trip is $140 which
includes motor coach transportation, driver
gratuity, ticket for Samson, and a meal at
Shady Maple Restaurant. For further information or to reserve a seat please contact Teri
at 732-727-7639.

Ladies Aux. Meeting
The Ladies Auxiliary of Sayreville
will hold their monthly meeting on October
27,2015 at 7PM at 4699 Jernee Mill Road
,Sayreville. All are invited to attend to discuss
ideas to help us grow and help our Veterans.
Light refreshments will be served. For more
information call 732-264-3041.

Hunterdon Hills Christmas Show

The OLV Senior Group is sponsoring a
trip to Hunterdon Hills Playhouse on Thursday, Nov. 5th for the Christmas Show, The
price of the trip is $95.00 which includes bus
transportation, bus driver gratuity, a delicious

luncheon meal, and snacks on the return trip.
The bus will leave the OLV lower parking
lot at 9:30AM and return at 5:30PM. Please
contact Teri at 732-727-7639 for further
information or to reserve a seat.

South Amboy PTO Holiday Vendor Day
Kick start the Holiday season!!! The
South Amboy PTO will sponsor the 1st
Annual Holiday Vendor Day on Saturday,
November 21st, 2015 from 11AM to 3pm
at the South Amboy Elks Lodge, 601 Washington Ave, South Amboy, NJ.
Come and view the selection of unique
items and gifts from over a dozen vendors
and local artists. This event is open to all
and admission is free. Please help us share
the warmth this holiday season by bringing
gloves, hats, and scarves for our Mitten

Tree. The items from the Mitten Tree will
be donated to local families in need.
Do you or someone you know sell
goodies or crafts? Interested in becoming
one of our vendors? Please contact Lourdes
Sambucci at Luladj77@gmail.com . Vendor
application deadline is November 2nd 2015
and spaces are limited.
Start your Holiday shopping and support
the children of the South Amboy Elementary
School.

Attention! Sayreville Veterans
If you are a Sayreville Veteran and have
served in the military while a Sayreville
resident, you are entitled to be enshrined
on the Sayreville Veteran’s Honor Roll. The
Sayreville Veteran’s Honor Rolls are located
in the entrance to the Borough Hall, 167 Main
Street, Sayreville, NJ. There is no charge for
being placed on the Honor Rolls.
Any resident who has served in any
branch of the military during any of our
country’s wars or conflicts as described by
Congress is entitled to be listed on the Honor
Rolls. We are currently looking for Korean,
Vietnam, Lebanon, Granada, Panama, or
Veterans of the various conflicts in the Middle East. Any resident who has served in
the military at any time since August 1990,
the beginning of Desert Storm up until the
present date is entitled to be placed on the
Honor Roll.
Applications for enrollment in the Honor
Rolls can be obtained from the Borough
Clerk’s Office at Borough Hall.
A DD-214 is a mandatory requirement

and must be submitted with the application.
The DD-214 must include the dates of service
along with the home address of the Veteran
at the time of induction and separation. All
applications will be reviewed by the Veterans
Alliance Committee for authenticity and
only the first war/conflict era served in will
be listed on the Honor Roll.
Memorial pavers are also available to any
Veteran, who currently is a resident or had
been at any time. The Memorial Pavers are
placed alongside and in front of the Sayreville
Borough Hall. The location of placement
for these pavers is at the discretion of the
Sayreville Veteran’s Alliance. Application
for the Memorial Pavers can be obtained
from the Borough Clerk’s Office. A DD-214
is also required to be submitted with the
application along with proof of residency.
There is a monetary charge for the pavers
and the engraving. Questions and concerns
can be addressed by contacting the Borough
Clerk at 732-390-7025
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“AND THAT’S THE WAY IT IS”
By Elaine Holton Scott

The most popular times for airing the
evening news had been at 6 o’clock and 11
o’clock. In the decades before paid television
programming introduced round-the-clock
news coverage, 30 minutes twice a night was
more than enough time to report the daily
news. The key word here is “report,” as the
professional television reporters of the past
had reported the news without either bias or
personal opinion. Some of those legendary
newsmen were Edward R. Murrow, Walter
Cronkite, David Brinkley, Harry Reasoner,
Chet Huntley, Jules Bergman, John Chancellor, John Charles Daly, Frank Reynolds,
Howard K. Smith, and, later, Bill Beutel and
Roger Grimsby. Prior to the onset of shows
like “E” News and Entertainment Tonight,
there was Rona Barrett. Noted gossip columnist in the 1970’s, Barrett started “reporting”
on ABC with pre-recorded segments during
their news programs. Slithering her way into
the private lives of celebrities and politicians,
“Rona Rooter” as Roger Grimsby had called
her was a pioneer for all the many current
shows who make the banal gossip and obvious
obsession to the Kardashian/Jenner clan their
bread and butter.
On June 1st, 1980, the first 24-hour
a day news channel was aired on Cable
News. Trying to attract younger viewers
and to avoid constant repetition of the same
news over and over again, the shows would
eventually be filled with gossip, chatter, and
the kind of salacious news that wasn’t “fit

to print.” As one by one, the prestigious
newscasters of the past retired, a new field
of news reporting was opened…one which
needed a “panel of experts.” These “experts,”
miraculously knowledgeable in every aspect
of life, get their gigs not because of their
expertise. if they have any, but through the
agents they hire. If the agents are any good,
these “experts” will pop up on a multitude of
panels on a multitude of channels. No doubt,
being a loud, rude, opinionated know-it-all
also helps in securing a seat on the panel.
With nostalgia, let’s all remember two of
the very memorable moments of television
news reporting:
On November 20, 1963, from black and
white television screens across America,
came the sad words of Walter Cronkite,
“The President is dead.” JFK was gone and Rita Priolo, organizer of the annual Rosary Rally at the Gazebo in South Amboy, leads those in
so was Camelot.
attendance as they pray for world peace and more. (Photo by Tom Burkard)
Apollo 11’s moon landing on July 20,
1969 with in-depth coverage by Frank Reynolds, Howard K. Smith, and Jules Bergman.
America watched in awe.
Even with an honored and respected
newsman like Walter Cronkite, often called
“the most trusted man in America,” CBS had a
mandatory retirement age of 65. On March 6,
1981, Walter Cronkite’s on-air parting words
were, “And that’s the way it is.”
Roger Grimsby’s daily visits to a nearby
bar in the middle of the day and his sometimes
nasty televised comments to his co-workers
eventually led to his pink slip in 1986.

The OLV Senior Group is sponsoring
a trip to Brandywine Valley, Pennsylvania
on December 8, 2015 to view the beautiful
holiday spectacle at Longwood Gardens
both during the day and in the evening to
see the light show. The price of the two
day trip is $210 which includes overnight
accommodations at the Holiday Inn in West
Chester PA, deluxe continental breakfast,

admission to Longwood Garden Crystal
Palace and evening Light display, dinner at
Chadds Ford Inn, evening at Delaware Park
Casino, shopping at Peddler’s Village and
Penn’s Outlets, motor coach transportation,
driver gratuity, and all taxes and gratuities.
For further information or to reserve a seat The South Amboy Knights of Columbus #426, held a special Columbus Day Day Mass at its hall.
Pictured (l-r) Raeanne Suchcicki, Deacon Rich O’Brien, Father Stanley Gromadzki, and Grand Knight
please call Teri at 732-727-7639.

Brandywine Christmas Trip

Ken Smetana. (Photo by Tom Burkard)
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Thirsty St. Stanislaus Kostka third grade students quickly stop for a photo during the school's Walkathon
held on Friday, October 9th. Pictured from left to right: Elizabeth Bera, Catherine Williams, Olivia
Donato, and Hana Kachersky. (Photo Submitted)

ADF Performed For Pope Francis

American DanceWheels Foundation
(ADF) performed for Pope Francis at the
World Meeting of Families on Saturday,
September 26, on the Eakins Oval mainstage
at 5:27 pm. The ADF formation team, led
by Artistic Director Aubree Marchione, of
South Amboy, performed an exciting Tango,
center stage on the Ben Franklin Parkway
alongside other artists such as Andrea Bocelli,
Aretha Franklin, The Fray, Jackie Evancho,
and more.
Donna Crilley, Executive Director for the
World Meeting of Families, stated the planning committee wanted to ensure that they
brought together performers representing
the world. The inclusion of ADF in the field
of artists marks a significant achievement.
The World Meeting of Families,
co-sponsored by the Holy See’s Pontifical
Council for the Family and the Archdiocese
of Philadelphia, is a triennial global event
that seeks to strengthen the sacred bonds
of family across the globe and highlight its
intrinsic value to the good of society. It is
also an international gathering welcoming
Pope Francis to the United States for the first
time. The official theme for the 2015 World
Meeting of Families is “Love is Our Mission:
The Family Fully Alive.”
ADF is a non-profit organization that
uses Ballroom and Latin dance to overcome
the social barriers between people with and
without disabilities. For over 10 years, ADF
has strived to change the public’s perception
about people with disabilities through dance
education and performances. The performance at the World Meeting of Families will
help advance the mission of ADF to alter the

worldview of people with disabilities.
“ADF is honored to be included in the
lineup of world-class performers participating in this historic event. Everyday we reconnect family members and friends through
inclusive dance. Our program has the ability
to strengthen bonds between people with and
without disabilities, symbolizing the joy of
partnership and creating an understanding
between the dance partners without having
to say a word,” said Aubree Marchione.
About American DanceWheels Foundation
American DanceWheels Foundation
(ADF) is a Philadelphia area, non-profit foundation that teaches Wheelchair Ballroom and
Latin Dance for one seated and one standing
partner. ADF’s copyrighted syllabus, Wheel
One™, is being taught at dance studios and
rehabilitation settings across the United States
and abroad. A study conducted at the Palo
Alto Veterans Healthcare Administration in
California concluded that the Wheel One™
program provided significant physical and
psychological benefits to participants over
a six-week period.
ADF breaks down the social and physical
barriers between people with and without
disabilities, giving them the extraordinary
chance of working together in an artistic,
social, and inspiring way. ADF has performed
at professional dancesport competitions,
universities, and hospital systems across the
world. The most notable exhibitions include
the 2015 Pan American Games, Dancing with
the Stars National Tour, a Lincoln Center live
performance, and the feature film, “Musical
Chairs.” www.americandancewheels.org

Understanding Social Security
Learn key facts about the Social Security program at Sayreville Public Library on
Tuesday, November 17 from 6:30 to 8:00PM.
This program will cover how benefits are
calculated, full retirement age and the right
time to file, receiving benefits while working,
provisional income and tax implications, and
options for spouses and ex-spouses.
Each workshop attendee will qualify for
a complimentary, personalized social security

Pancake Breakfast
The Sayreville Lions Club will be holding our semi-annual Pancake Breakfast on
Sunday Nov 1, 2015 from 8am till noon at
the Sayreville High School Cafeteria. Tickets
are $7 for adults and $3 for children. Tickets
are available at the door or from any Sayreville Lions Club member. http://e-clubhouse.
org/sites/sayrevillenj/. Proceeds from the
Breakfast go towards local community needs
and High School Scholarships.
Lions Clubs International is the largest
service club organization in the world. Our
1.4 million members in more than 46,000
clubs are serving communities in more
than 200 countries and geographical areas
around the globe. Since 1917, Lions clubs
have aided the blind and visually impaired,
championed youth initiatives and strengthened local communities through hands-on
service and humanitarian projects. For more
information about Lions Clubs International,
visit lionsclubs.org.

report of their projected future income. Presented by Gregory Wyzykowski of Custom
Financial Strategies and former host of the
radio program The Bottom Line. This event
is not associated with the Social Security
Administration.
To register, contact Alaina at alainad@
lmxac.org or call 732-727-0212 ex. 25. You
may also register online at www.sayrevillelibrary.org/.

The College Search

Does the prospect of selecting a college
and going through the admissions process
seem overwhelming? Is the terminology
confusing? High school sophomores and
juniors and their parents should attend this
seminar to hear an experienced professional
demystify the steps needed to complete a
successful search. Join Barbara Wichinsky,
M.Ed., former Director of Guidance and
Independent Consultant, at Sayreville Public
Library on Saturday, November 14 from 2:00
to 3:30PM.
Please register EVERYONE who plans
on coming----we need to ensure there are
enough seats for all attendees. All attendees
will need to re-confirm their attendance
when they receive their reminder call from
Alaina two days before the event. If guests
do not re-confirm by 12PM the day before
the event, their spot will go to someone on
the waitlist. Attendees who are late are not
guaranteed entry into the event.
For more information or to register,
contact Alaina at alainad@lmxac.org or call
732-727-0212 ex. 25 or register online at
www.sayrevillelibrary.org/.
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Vietnam Veterans Remembrance Service
(Photos by Tom Burkard)

Sayreville American Legion Post 211 recently held a Vietnam Veterans Remembrance Service
in front of Borough Hall. Pictured placing the memorial wreath is Legion Commander Larry
Bishop, left, and Guest Speaker Ken Kelly, right.

Pictured (l-r) following the service are Guest Speaker Ken Kelly, Commander Larry Bishop,
VFW Ladies Auxiliary President Carmen Delikat, and Past Commander/MC, Rich Kosmoski.

The Korean War Veterans Association came out in full force to show their support for the event.

Boosterthon Fun Run At SA Elementary

On September 25, more than 577 students ran in the Boosterthon Fun Run at South Amboy Elementary
School. The Boosterthon Fun Run was the culminating event of the 9-day Boosterthon program themed
"Big World Recess," where students learned character through sports in other cultures. During the
9 days, students at South Amboy Elementary School experienced up-close how sports bring people
together. Documentary-style videos taught students how to develop teamwork, curiosity, practice,
humility, confidence and endurance through the every day stories of six kid-athletes from around the
world. From the hard work of the students and the community, South Amboy Elementary School
will profit more than $15,000 from the 9-day fundraiser at the school. The funds raised will be used
to enhance the media center at the school. This was the first-ever Boosterthon Fun Run at South
Amboy Elementary School. (Photo/info submitted)
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Sacred Heart School in South Amboy celebrated their 3rd Annual Walk to the Bay Walk-a-thon this
past Friday, September 25th. All the students from Prek 3 to 8th grade spent the day playing games,
dancing and enjoying the last days of sunshine! For registration information please call 732-7210834. (Photo/Info Submitted)

The Smoke Column
By Ex-Chief Richard Kosmoski MS

With the fall season upon us, chilly
evenings are sure to follow. This means that
furnaces and heating units that have been off
since the spring will be fired-up to take the
chill out of the house. But before you turn on
that furnace of yours or light that fireplace,
have you checked the flue pipes and the
chimney? Since the spring, have you had
any work done in your basement where flue
pipes may have become dislodged or loose
from their connection points in the chimney?
Those of you with fireplaces or wood burning
stoves may have a similar situation with loose
piping or a chimney that needs cleaning.
These comments are leading up to
making your house safe for the upcoming
winter season. It is at this time of the year
that most Carbon Monoxide (CO) incidents
occur. Do you have a CO detector and have
you checked the batteries? These detectors
should last up to10 years before they must
be replaced. Some of the newer CO detectors
come with a battery that will last 10 years
at which time you would replace the entire
unit. Some of you may ask, “Why do I need
a CO detector, I have a smoke detector, isn’t
that enough?”
The answer to that question is a resounding NO! First of all you can usually
see and smell smoke, sometimes even before
it would activate your smoke detector. Light
smoke can come from a fire that is in its
incipient stage and well before it becomes
fully involved. The smoke detector is an
early warning device to alert you to the fire
and have you evacuate the home before the
fire advances.
Unlike smoke, CO can neither be seen
nor smelled because it is a colorless and
odorless gas. It is created when fossil fuels
burn. The gases given off when fossil fuels
burn are many and varied. Look at the fuel
burning appliances inside your home and

determine which ones give off CO. Your
furnace, either burning gas or oil will produce
CO. Your gas dryer will give off CO when
the clothes are drying. Your gas stove will
give off CO when you are cooking. Your hot
water heater will give off CO when making
hot water. Your gas grill will give off CO
when you are grilling and it should never be
placed inside the home. How many times do
we hear about a family that was overcome
with CO poisoning because they lost electric
power and used a gasoline generator for
power? Every year!!
You are usually not aware that you are
being poisoned by CO. The symptoms of
CO poisoning are similar to the flu, which
may be headache, nausea, weakness and a
feeling of tiredness. With those symptoms
you would want to go to bed thinking that you
are coming down with something. If you do
remain in the home under those conditions,
you remain in the contaminated house and
will receive more poisoning. CO will enter
your lungs 200 times faster than air. As you
struggle to get more air inside your lungs,
you are actually sucking in more CO and
becoming more poisoned.
It is recommended that if you have a
CO detector and it activates, don’t hesitate,
and call 911 immediately. Don’t open the
windows, get outside and stay outside! Don’t
think that it is a malfunction or a false alarm
and you’ll wait until tomorrow to call 911.
Tomorrow may be too late!
Call 911 and the fire department will
come out to investigate. They will bring CO
measuring equipment and will determine if
the home is safe or the gas company should
be notified for further action. It will give you
peace of mind.
Remember, don’t be a statistic. Check
all those detectors NOW!

The South Amboy Elks #784’s Motorcycle Committee’s 5th Annual Hog Roast was held on Sunday,
September 20th. It was a highly successful and fun day for all in attendance. The event was a fundraiser
to benefit such charities as the Brain Injured Children (BIC), Army of Hope (Veterans), Miracle Run
(Special Needs Children) and other charitable organizations. The Committee would like to thank
everyone who attended and supported us as well as the distributors who donated to our event. We
look forward to seeing everyone next year.(Photo by Phyllis Letteriello)
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Long Ago

In Memoriam
Yogi Berra May 12, 1925-Sept. 22, 2015
The Yogi Berra Interview
(Interview and Photos by Tom Burkard)

Police Academy Graduates-In June 1975, three South Amboy men graduated from the Middlesex
County Police Academy, in the 23rd Basic Class, which for them began highly-successful lifetime
careers in law enforcement. Pictured (l-r) Jerry Pizzillo (Middlesex County Parks Police), who later
went on to become South Amboy’s Chief of Police, Mike De Lucia (Middlesex County Sheriff ’s Dept.),
later went on to an outstanding career with the South Amboy Police Dept., Lt. Pete Catelli (Perth
Amboy Police Dept.), who was the Assistant Director of the Middlesex County Police Academy, and
Pete Kenny (South Amboy Police Dept.), who worked for the Middlesex County Parks Police briefly,
and later with the New Jersey Transit Police whom he retired from after a commendable career.
(Photo/info courtesy of Jerry Pizzillo)

The date was April 6, 1998, and I had the and Larsen’s perfect game. In ’47 with Bill
chance of a lifetime to interview perhaps the Bevens, I almost caught 2 no-hitters. In the
greatest catcher in Major League Baseball near miss, Cookie Lavagetto got a hit with
history, the great Yogi Berra. As a member two outs and beat us.”
of the Yogi Berra Celebrity Golf Tournament
Yogi said that his toughest pitcher to bat
at the time, I was granted the opportunity to against was Alex Kellner of the Philadelphia
interview Berra at the Montclair Golf Club. Athletics. The toughest pitcher for him to
I started off with questions about who catch was Tommy Byrne. “When he first
else? My favorite player of allcame up, he was so wild and
time Mickey Mantle, who was a
all over the place.” Hey Yogi,
teammate of Yogi’s on the New
who were the best hitters? “Joe
York Yankees for many years.
DiMaggio was the best player
I asked Yogi what his favorite
of all-time. I played with him
memory of Mickey was, and he
5 years, and the best hitter was
said, “He was a great guy, what
Ted Williams.”
can you say about Mickey? We
When asked what his best
were friends all the time, and
year was, he responded, “My
Whitey (Ford), Mickey, Billy
best year was when I hit .324 in
and myself, always went out and
1950, and I didn’t get the MVP,
ate dinner together.”
Phil Rizzuto got it.” Why was
When I asked Berra what
Yogi such a successful hitter,
(File Photo)
his impression was of a young
who rarely struck out, “I saw
Mickey Mantle at his first Spring Training, the ball good,” he said.
he replied, “I never saw a man run so fast.
Yogi Facts: Did you know that Yogi
He had great legs, and he was strong. He blasted 12 home runs in the World Series?
could have been a good football player. He He played in 15 All-Star games; won 3
was a good athlete.” Yogi first managed the MVP Awards; 14 American League ChamYankees in ’64, and with the territory came pionships; 10 World Championships, more
two of his long-time teammates, Mantle and than any other player in history. Out of his
Ford. “Mickey and Whitey did a good job 358 career home runs, he hit the most off
for me. Whitey came up with that bad arm Hall-of-Famer Early Wynn (11). In the ‘47
and I couldn’t use him in the World Series. World Series against the Brooklyn Dodgers,
If I could, it might have changed the series rookie Allie Clark, a South Amboy native
a little bit,” said Berra.
pinch-hit for Berra in Game 7, and singled
Did you know that Yogi did not wear to drive in an important run, as the Yankees
uniform number 8 his entire career with the won the series.
Yankees. He told me that “I had number 35
Most people remember Yogi for his
in my first year, and all different numbers interesting and funny sayings, but beyond
in the minor leagues.”
that, he was a highly-successful businessSo, Yogi, what was the biggest thrill man, who really cared about helping those in
in your baseball career? “Getting into the need, and dedicated much time and energy
Hall-of-Fame, and also catching a no-hitter to his golf tournament to aid the Boy Scouts.

Yogi and his beloved wife Carmen, who died on
March 6, 2014.

Hall of Famers-Major League Baseball
Hall-of-Famers Larry Doby (l) and Yogi
Berra are pictured at the Montclair Golf
Club during the tournament in ‘98.

Yogi pictured at the Yogi Berra
Celebrity Golf Tournament in 1998.

Yogi is pictured with Boy Scouts at his 1998 Yogi Berra Celebrity Golf Tournament which he ran
for many years to benefit Scouts with special needs, disability or economic hardships.
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9-11 Survivor At Sayreville

South Amboy resident Tom and Kathy Chepko show their support for the South Amboy Fire Dept.
during its 125th Anniversary Parade. (Photo by Tom Burkard)

Thursday Club Trip to
Doolan’s Shore Club

The Sayreville Seniors Thursday Club
will sponsor a trip to Doolan’s Shore Club
at Spring Lake Radio City Tribute Holiday
Spectacular featuring calendar girls, comedian and holiday music on Wed., Dec. 2.
Cost is $85 p/p and includes 1-hr. of open
bar, plus extra wine hour and complete luncheon. Bus leaves Sayreville Center, Main
St., at 10 a.m. and returns approximately 6
p.m. Non-members are welcome. For more
info or to reserve a seat, please call Ann at
732-254-7263. Checks are to be made out
to: Ann Florersch, 12 Nimitz Pl., Sayreville,
NJ 08872.
PRAYER TO THE BLESSED VIRGIN
(Never known to fail) Oh, most beautiful flower of Mt.
Carmel, Fruitful vine, splendor of Heaven, blessed Mother
of the Son of God, Immaculate Virgin, assist me in my
necessity. Oh Star of the Sea, help me and show me, herein
you are my mother. Oh, Holy Mary, Mother of God, Queen
of Heaven and Earth! I humbly beseech you from the bottom
of my heart to succor me in this necessity. There are none
that can withstand your power. Oh, show me herein you
are my mother. Oh Mary, conceived without sin, pray for
us who have recourse to thee (3 times). Holy Mary, I place
this cause in your hands (3 times). Say this prayer for 3
consecutive days. You must publish it and it will be granted
to you. Thank you. -P.

(Left) Victor Guarnera, who survived the 9-11 attack on the World Trade Center in New York,
is pictured presenting a most interesting and insightful talk to members of the Sayreville Senior
Citizens Club. When asked how he managed to survive this horrific experience, he said, “I was in
the right place at the right time.” Victor received a Civilian Commendation Medal for Bravery/Valor
for his actions on Sept. 11, 2001. (Right) Mary Ann Spisso (l), President of the Sayreville Seniors
Thursday Club, congratulated Victor Guarnera after his fine talk. (Photos/info by Tom Burkard)

Father Of The South Amboy Fire Department
According to an item in the August 9,
1940 issue of a local paper, the late Police
Justice E.J. O’Connor is credited as being
the motivating force in starting the local
volunteer fire department in South Amboy.
The article read as follows: “Eleven days
ago, E.J. O’Connor, the man who selected
the members of the first local fire department
passed away. The South Amboy Fire Dept.
can be said to have been started as a handpicked organization, and it was the late Police
Recorder who picked the members.
Mr. O’Connor was one of those interested in the formation of the department, and
had talked the matter over with Councilman
Harry Green, who had been assigned by the
council to organize the department. At the

time, Mr. O’Connor was a flagman at the
railroad crossing at David Street, and each
morning Councilman Green and O’Connor
discussed fire department plans, while the
former was waiting for his train to New
York City.
Several days before the organization
meeting was held, Councilman Green told
Mr. O’Connor to pick the members of the
new department, and notify them of the
organization meeting, which O’Connor did.”
NOTE: This article was submitted by
Mary Agnes O’Connor Morris about her
grandfather E.J. O’Connor who was a very
prominent and distinguished resident of South
Amboy many years ago.
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Rumbles From The Rock ‘n’ Roll Reunion
By Clem Skarzynski

Grand Opening-Sound Cave Studios, located at 120 Main St., Sayreville held its Grand Opening
on Sept. 19. Pictured (l-r) is Jacyann Florio, Mayor Kennedy O’Brien, who was on hand to cut the
ribbon, owner Dave Florio, his wife Charlene Florio, Alyssa Florio. Call Dave for all your recording/
rehearsal needs at 732-416-8177. (Photo by Clem Skarzynski).

Grand Opening At Sound Cave Studios
By Clem Skarzynski

Saturday September 19th saw the “Official Grand Opening”of local rocker,Dave
Florio’s Sound Cave Studios,at 120 Main
Street,here in Sayreville..Mayor Kennedy
O’Brien did the “honors”of the ribbon
cutting ceremonies, along with Dave, his
wife, Charlene, and 2 daughters, Jacyann
and Alyssa. And, along with a gathering of
friends and family, and enough musicians to
start an orchestra, Sound Cave opened with
the attending musicians taking turns on the
Sound Cave Stage to entertain the crowd
and do some serious “jamming,” along with
members of Dave’s group, Krystal- John
Vincent Olsen, and Dom Menge, and local
rockers, Paul Levinsky on drums, and Sandor
Schneck on the bass. Morgan’s Saxman, and
former “Krystal” member, Jerry Mokar, and
I,the writer, joined in with Paul and Sandor
and made some “noise”for the crowd. John
Hathaway, lead man for his Neil Young Tribute Band, did some awesome acoustic “Mr.

Grunge’s stuff too, quite a variety of music,
and Dave’s special guest, was none other than
East Brunswick’s own “Jax,” American Idol’s
awesome finalist. She was incredible, and a
pleasure to meet, as well as a wonderful guest
for the “opening.” Thanks Jax!!. So,local
musicians, singers, parents, everyone. Sound
Cave Studios offers you a complete rehearsal
studio, and if you’re sounding good, say the
word and Dave will “record” the session. Also
available will be “Rockstar Idol” Fantasy
Parties..Private “Ladies Nite Out”Parties..
Birthday/Recording Parties…You name it,
every imaginable production service will
be available to you, and Sound Cave has
numerous “packages” for your every want and
need…AND AFFORDABLE!!!...Hours will
be by appointment..so,call..732-416-8177..
or e-mail: soundcavestudiosnj@gmail.com..
or facebook.com/soundcavestudiosnj..Give
Dave a call, and to those who will rock, we
salute you!!!

After 2 postponements, the 8th Annual
“Blast from the Past” Car show and Concert, and Sayreville Day Events took place
on September 26th and 27th. To the long
awaited Car enthusiasts and local residents,
“they were well worth the wait”…Over
150 Custom Cars/Hot Rods/and everything
“cool on wheels” filled Kennedy Park on
Saturday, the 26th,along with a capacity
crowd of Car and Music lovers, who rocked
to the “Classic Rock ‘n’ Roll Sounds” of
“Clem and Friends,” with South Amboy’s
own Fee Brothers…Fran and Tim…Guitar
and Drums, Morgan's own Jerry and Ron
Mokar Sax and Keyboards, and Basement
Audio’s Emerson Jones on the Bass, and
myself the writer for 2 hours of non-stop
high energy Rock ‘n’ Roll…D.J.Richie Hart
spun the discs…and along with members of
the “Just us Cruisers” Car club, helped once
again to produce a fantastic, well-organized
event…Most importantly, our thanks go out
to Mr.Jerry Ust and the entire Sayreville Rec
Advisory Board, and Phil Quigley, and his
staff for all their efforts in putting this annual

Dracula's Top Ten
Favorite Songs
By Steve Schmid

show together. It keeps gettin’ better and
better every year! A great crowd was on
hand for a nite of fun and music. Thanks to
all who attended. We saw a lot of friends,
and spent time with them. It was an awesome nite. The following day,The Sayreville
Day Committee, Patti Burch, Elyse Barone,
and all the volunteers put together another
fantastic day of fun and entertainment for
our community. From the “Opening Ceremonies’, to the vast array of entertainment,
”Patsy Palma” and Family, Main St.Theatre
Co., Black Belt Karate, Bodies in Motion
Dance Center, and “Clem and Friends.”
The great turnout of our boro's volunteer
organizations from the Library, First Aid,
Fire Dept.,Police, and school organizations
to the variety of vendors, games and rides,
it was an overwhelming success once again.
Great job to all involved! With the weather
causing postponements, we all thought for
sure we’d be “carving our holiday turkeys”
at the Park for both events, but we got ‘em
in, and again “well worth the wait”…thanks
to all involved! A great weekend!

Open Mic October 30
South Amboy Knights of Columbus
Council 426 hold their next Open Mic Friday October 30 at 8 p.m. at 308 Fourth St.
South Amboy. Anyone interested in singing
or playing is invited. No cover charge. Refreshments available.For more information
call 732-721-2025.

1. He Ain't Heavy He's My Donor,
2. Stranglers In The Night,
3. Don't Go Stakin' My Heart,
4. Tie A Yellow Ribbon 'Round The Old
Oak Casket,
5. You Light Up My Crypt,
6. Bat's The Way (Uh-Huh, Uh-Huh) I Like It,
7. You Don't Bring Me Plasma Anymore,
By Steve Schmid
8. You've Got A Fiend,
The Warren Hills High School quarter9. Fangs For The Memories,
back who died from a ruptured spleen as the
10. You're So Vein.
result of a football injury, has been honored
by Jon Bon Jovi. The Sayreville native rock
2002-Somebody Like You-Keith Urban
star posted an online video tribute to17-year
1994-She’s Not The Cheatin’ Kindold Evan Murray, and placed a sticker with
Brooks & Dunn
Murray’s number 18 on his guitar October 1
1988-Strong Enough To Bend-Tanya Tucker during a show in the United Arab Emirates.
1976-You And Me-Tammy Wynette
Bon Jovi wished the Warren Hills Regional
1969-Since I Met You Baby-Sonny James High School team in Washington Township
Warren County good luck for the rest of the
season and “win one for Evan.” Bon Jovi
2007-Stronger-Kanye West
says as the father of football players, his
1999-Smooth-Santana with Rob Thomas
heart and prayers go out to the family. His
1981-Arthur’s Theme-Christopher Cross
son, Jason Bongiovi, tried out for the Notre
1973-Angie-The Rolling Stones
Dame football team and made the roster in
1964-Do Wah Diddy Diddy-Manfred Mann 2013 as a walk-on.

Bon Jovi
Has Number 18

#1 Country Hits

#1 Pop Hits-Oct. 24

Sayreville rock legend Clem Skarzynski (l) and Morgan’s own superstar sax player Jerry Mokar ®
jammed up a storm at the grand opening of Sound Cave Studios in Sayreville.

Singer/guitarist Kash Kim was once again a huge hit at the South Amboy Knights of Columbus Open
Mic Night, which is held on the last Friday of every month. (Photo by Tom Burkard)

Music Trivia - Up Or Down
By Tom Burkard

American Idol superstar singing sensation, Jax surprised everyone with an appearance at Sound Cave
Studios Grand Opening. Proud owner Dave Florio (l) gave Jax a tour of the studio, and is pictured
with her at the mixing board. (Photo by and courtesy of Charlene Florio)

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.

__Up-Up And Away
__I’m Down
__Come On Up
__Get On Up
__Down In The Boondocks
__Uptight
__Down On The Corner
__Downtown
__Up On Cripple Creek
__Upside Down
__Up On The Roof
__Uptown Girl
__Up The Ladder To The Roof
__Down Under
__Burning Down The House

a.
b.
c.
d.
e.
f.
g.
h.
i.
j.
k.
l.
m.
n.
o.

The Young Rascals
Billy Joe Royal
Stevie Wonder
Petula Clark
The Esquires
The Beatles
5th Dimension
CCR
The Drifters
Billy Joel
The Band
The Supremes
Diana Ross
Talking Heads
Men At Work

Answers: 1g 2f 3a 4e 5b 6c 7h 8d 9k 10m 11i 12j 13l 14o 15n.
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School Sports
By Tom Burkard

Sayreville Bombers Football
Since our September issue, Sayreville has
dropped 3 out of its last 4 games. The following recaps each contest.
Manalapan 47 Sayreville 27
The Sayreville Bombers football team lost
its first game of the season, as it was blasted
by old nemesis Manalapan, 47-27. Michael
Liberti scored 2 TD’s on runs of 23 yards,
and 8 yards, Jayson DeMild scored on a
1-yard keeper, and Sam Thomas bolted for
a 36-yd. touchdown.
South Brunswick 32 Sayreville 12
South Brunswick handed the Sayreville
football team its second loss in a row, 3212. The Bombers two TD’s came on passes
from junior quarterback Jayson DeMild, who
connected on a 9-yarder to Jahsim Floyd, and
a 15-yarder to Michael Bertrand. Michael
Liberti rushed 19 times for 68 yards.
Sayreville 41 Monroe 13
The Sayreville Bombers football team made
Coach Chris Beagan’s return to Monroe HS
a successful one, as they blasted his former
team, 41-13. Beagan in his first year as head
coach of the Blue & Gray, had previously
coached for 11 years at Monroe, compiling a
(39-33) record. Bombers quarterback Jayson
DeMild ran for 2 TD’s of 1 and 4 yards,
and passed 19-yards to Coray Williams for
another score. DeMild was 5-for-7 passing,
racking up 119 yards. Michael Liberti
notched 129 yards in 9 rushing attempts, and
scored on a 28-yard touchdown run. JaQue
Roberts scored on an 11-yd. run, and Thomas
scored a TD on a 10-yd. sprint.
Old Bridge 28 Sayreville 21
In a real exciting battle, Old Bridge came

back to win it late in the fourth quarter on
a TD. The Bombers scoring came when
Michael Bertrand recovered a fumble and
raced 28-yards for a touchdown. Quarterback Jayson DeMild scored 2 TD’s both on
1-yard runs in the 3rd quarter. He finished
with 14 completions in 25 attempts for 205
yards passing, and also rushed for 52 yards
on 9 attempts. Sayreville now stands at (3-3)
on the season.

Girls Soccer
Sayreville (5-5) Nicole Rodrigues, Victoria
Borreiro, talented frosh,Lauren Attardi, Erika
Signorile, Sandra Mercado, Briana Barbosa,
Sara Rubio, Erin Wimmer, freshman Stephanie DeCampo, Meghan Luzetsky, and Jasmie
Mincer have been providing lots of offensive
power for Coach Jillian McGarry’s Bombers.
South Amboy (0-7) Brianna Worthy is
helping with the offense, while Beth Noble
is playing some fine soccer at her goalie post.

Boys Soccer
Sayreville (7-7-1) Fernando Maldonado
tops the club with 9 goals and is followed
by Kevin Sousa with 6 goals and 3 assists.
Matt Barbosa has 3 goals, and Louis Brooks
2. In the assists department, Kevin Asare
leads with 5, and is closely followed by Lucas
Pereira with 4. Mohil Trivedi has done a fine
job in the goalie post.
South Amboy (5-6) Conrad Grygoriew has
been scoring, and Tim Moskal is holding
down the fort with some fine play at the
goalie spot for the Guvs.

Field Hockey
Sayreville (1-17) Ashley Edwards has excelled on offense for the Blue & Gray.

Charles Eppinger A Coaching Icon
By Fran Fitzmorris

Over his twenty- five year plus career at
St. Mary’s, Coach Charles Eppinger coached
football and a little baseball, but is best remembered as a basketball coach.
Coach Eppinger was born on January
11, 1895. Following the end of World War
I, athletic activity within the walls of St.
Mary’s was largely student-directed, if you
can believe that. A group of athletic-minded
students organized themselves into teams
and promoted schedules with little or no
input from the pastor. Finally, at the end of
the 1920 season, the school administration
took control. Reverend William F. Quinn
became the first athletic director, but the title
was not used.
One of Father Quinn’s first administrative decisions was to hire Charles Eppinger
as basketball and football coach in 1921.
What many didn’t know is that he spent his
years as coach without being paid. In order
to do this, he took a job at Miller, Bergen and
Welch lumber yard as a carpenter. Later, he
was a foreman at National Lead. As part of
these jobs, an understanding was that if an
emergency occurred, dealing with sports at

school, he was allowed to leave his work, at
the lumber yard, to handle the problem. In
addition, he also worked part-time, in the
summer as a coach for the town.
Coach Eppinger’s legacy wasn’t just
about winning. He developed character in his
players. He taught his players how to win and
lose with class. He passed away on August 6,
1951. A couple of well-known players who
were influenced by Coach Eppinger were
Johnny Zdanewicz and Allie Clark

Bombers Win On
Special Night

The Sayreville Bombers girls’ soccer
squad upset a strong North Brunswick team.
1-0, as Erin Wimmer scored the lone goal
in the first half. The score of the game was
not the most important thing on the athletes’
minds on this night however, because it was
the annual Ovarian Cancer Night, in which
the players went around selling T-shirts and
balloons, and donating all the profits towards
the fight against cancer. The Bombers sold
close to 700 balloons this year.
The night was also very personal to
Sayreville’s coach, Jillian McGarry, who
Heather Sootkoos (Sayreville) scored lost her mother to ovarian cancer on Oct. 3,
her first collegiate goal for the Montclair 2005, after a long battle. Congratulations
State (8-2-1) women’s soccer squad in a 5-0 Bombers on an excellent fundraiser for a
triumph over Vassar.
most important cause!

College Notebook

Former South Amboy resident and one of the greatest photographers in history, Jim Tedesco (l)
visited his hometown recently, and spent some time with SA Times contributing photographer Joe
Lotkowictz.(Photo by Brian Stratton)
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The Local Sports Memory Machine
By Tom Burkard

From The Youth League Archives

T.H.E. Game
Sport-Football
Year-2003
Sport-Football
Teams-Cardinal McCarrick vs. Manville
(Opening Game)
Recap-Marcus Jones led the Eagles with 3
touchdowns, 2 on runs of 56 and 39 yards,
and also caught a 50-yd. TD bomb from
quarterback Will Manley, as CM trounced
Manville, 53-0. Manley also raced 39 and
44 yards for 2 touchdowns. Yarek Kozlowski
added 3 TD’s on a 6-yard run, 25-yarder,
and also returned a punt 50 yards for another score. Jones rushed for 103 yards on
3 attempts, while Kozlowski racked up 96
yards on 9 attempts.
Co-Players-of-the-Game-Marcus Jones, Will
Manley, Yarek Kozlowski.

Glory Days In
Local Sports

This vintage picture of the PBA team that played in the South Amboy Little League, is somewhat of a
mystery. The year is unknown, and we are also seeking the names of most of the players. In addition,
we would like to find out if the team actually won the championship that year, or the trophies were
from something else and just used as a prop for the excellent photo. A good guess for the year is
probably late 1950’s, anywhere from 1957-59. The only ones that have been identified are Coach Ed
O’Leary (1st from left, top row), Coach Leroy Kurtz (1st from right, top row), Billy O’Leary (2nd
from left, bottom row), Eddie O’Leary (1st from right, bottom row). If anyone knows any of the
other players or year this photo was taken, please contact The SA Times. (Photo by James Tedesco,
courtesy of Maureen O’Leary Kemble)

MCIA Recycling
Contest Canvassing
Young Artists

Local Athletes Who
Played/Coached For
Other Schools

The Middlesex County Improvement
Authority is looking for the next great young
artist to pep up the cover of its 2016 online
recycling brochure.
As of Oct. 1, the MCIA’s Recycling
Division is opening up an art contest to all
Middlesex County youth, fifth grade and
younger, who are interested in sharing their
talents with the region.
“We wanted to do a little something
different this year,” said Ed Windas, the
MCIA’s Recycling Division Manager. “We’d
like to see kid’s take on ‘The Importance of
Recycling.’ We are intentionally keeping
the theme vague so that the children can
present their own artistic interpretation on
the subject matter.”
The online brochure is a compilation
of curbside pick-up schedules, yard-waste
program details, as well as the specifics
on a diverse number of County-sponsored
recycling initiatives.
This guide is made available to the
90,000 participating homes and businesses
in the County.
The hope is that schools and parents
might take notice and motivate their students
and children to get involved.
“For a young artist, this is certainly a way
to get recognized,” said Middlesex County
Freeholder Deputy Director Carol Bellante.
“But even more so, we hope this sparks some
enthusiasm and conversation in our children
about conservation and recycling. This is a
pivotal time to impress these lessons upon
our youth.”
A range of art mediums will be accepted,
from paintings to sketches using crayons,
pens, pencils and oil pastels.
All submissions, which can be mailed in
as a hard copy or emailed as a JPEG, must be
received by the MCIA no later than Nov. 1.
Each entry should contain a teacher,
parent or guardian’s name, along with their
contact information, such as a phone number
or address, as well as the name of the child
artist.
A selection committee will narrow down
the submissions and announce a winner on
the MCIA’s website no later than Nov. 6.
Interested parties may mail entries to
the attention of Maria Prato at the Middlesex
County Improvement Authority: 101 Interchange Plaza, Cranbury, NJ 08512. They
can further email scanned or photographed
submissions to mp@mciauth.com.
For further details on the MCIA’s “The
Importance of Recycling” youth art contest,
log onto to www.mciauth.com or call 609655-5141.

Part 3
This is a continuation of our huge list
of South Amboy/Sayreville athletes and
coaches, who played/coached varsity sports
at other schools. If we missed any, please
let us know so we can add them to our alltime register.
Athletes
Bill O’Leary-Croydon Hall Academy, baseball, basketball, football, soccer,
cross country, (South Amboy); Ray Lotkowictz-Perth Amboy Vo-Tech, basketball,
(South Amboy); Drew Newcomb Jr.-Bishop
Ahr, soccer, basketball (South Amboy); Matt
Newcomb-Bishop Ahr, basketball, soccer
(South Amboy); Frank Kurzawa-Oratory
Prep, basketball, (South Amboy).
Coaches
Matt Fulham-Edison, football, (Sayreville); Joe Vigilante-Bishop Ahr, football,
(South Amboy).

1966-Sayreville’s Keith Wilson set a school
track record for the 440 in 51.5, and Art
Elwood ran the 880 in 2:01.2, the fastest in
Sayreville history. 1978-Hoffman boys’ soccer team nipped St. Joseph’s, 2-1, as Randy
Neumann blasted in 2 goals including the
game-winner in the first OT, from 10 yards
on a header from John Ziola. Mike Diem
excelled in goal by registering 38 saves.
1982-St. Mary’s soccer captain Dennis Foerter set a school record for most goals by
notching 27.
1993-St. Mary’s girls’ soccer squad stopped
South River, 4-0. Kristen Palomo scored 2
goals, Robin Palomo 1 goal, and Shannon
Kemble 1 goal. 2003-Sayreville beat Piscataway, 14-0, as Vinnie Otero scored 2 TD’s
on runs of 4-yards. Keith Simpkins rushed
for 113 yards on 16 carries.

45 Years Ago

South Amboy Sabres Win Title
1970-The South Amboy Sabres Pee
Wees football team blasted the St. Peter’s
Cardinals, 19-0 to capture the National
League Division of the Central New Jersey
Pop Warner Football Federation. The victory
ran the Sabres record for the past 2 seasons
to (15-1-2).
Ronnie Stillwagon broke loose for a
45-yard touchdown run by circling left end
and cruising down the sidelines to paydirt.
Defensive standout Ron Masarik recovered
2 fumbles in the first half, as the Sabres secondary throttled the Cardinals. Stillwagon
bolted in from the 2 yard line for another
score, giving South Amboy a 12-0 lead at the
half. In the fourth quarter, Pete Szaro ran a
reverse 11 yards for a TD, and Masarik caught
a pass from quarterback George Bongiorno
Without financial aid, the cost of at- for the extra point and final score of the game.
tending college would be beyond the reach
of most families. Trying to understand the
1965-Sayreville’s Jeff Osowski was the
terminology, the types of aid available, and top vote-getter for The Perth Amboy Evening
how to get through the process of applying News 1st Team All-County in basketball.
for financial aid can be daunting. High school The newspaper called him “The County’s
juniors and seniors and their parents should All-Time Scoring King.” Jeff captured the
attend this seminar to hear an experienced county scoring title with 661 points (695 inprofessional clarify the process so they can cluding state tourney) and a 28.7 avg. He set
obtain the aid they need to attend college. Join school record for most points in a game with
Barbara Wichinsky, M.Ed., former Director 46 vs. Edison, and also season marks with
of Guidance, and Independent Consultant, 240 field goals, 215 free throws made, and
as she walks you through the steps of this 556 rebounds. Other legendary high school
process at Sayreville Public Library on Sat- players on the 1st team were: Jay Ziznewski,
urday, November 21 from 2:00 to 3:30PM. Perth Amboy; Jerry Paluch, Perth Amboy St.
Please register EVERYONE who plans Mary’s; Wally Cirafesi, South Plainfield, and
on coming----we need to ensure there are Wayne Dopp, Madison Twp.
enough seats for all attendees. All attendees
will need to re-confirm their attendance
when they receive their reminder call from
On Saturday December 5, 2015 from
Alaina two days before the event. If guests 9:00am o 3:00pm the Catholic Daughters
do not re-confirm by 12PM the day before of America (CDA) from Woodbridge are
the event, their spot will go to someone on sponsoring a Holiday Craft Show. Vendors
the waitlist. Attendees who are late are not and Crafters are wanted. The event will
guaranteed entry into the event.
take place at St. James Church (lower level)
For more information or to register, Main St. and Rte. 35, Woodbridge NJ. Setup
contact Alaina at alainad@lmxac.org or call time is 8:00am, cost per table is $20.00 (no
732-727-0212 ex. 25 or register online at refunds), this includes 1 table and 2 chairs
www.sayrevillelibrary.org/. You may also be provided by CDA, these are the only tables to
interested in the College Search Workshop be used. If interested make checks payable
on Saturday, November 14, from 2:00 to to: CDA #769 and mail to: Eileen Swingle
3:30PM.
55 Ethel Road, Edison, NJ 08817. If you have
any questions please email eileenswingle@
yahoo.com.

Applying for
Financial Aid for
College

50 Years Ago

Vendors Wanted

Columbus Day
Classics
October 12th, Columbus Day was always
special for St. Mary’s and Hoffman High
Schools. This was the one day of the year
when the Eagles and Governors would get
their chance to play each other in an unofficial
football game. Neither school had a varsity
football team, and this gave them a chance
to battle it out for bragging rights in “The
Pleasant Little City.”
The first Columbus Day football game is
believed to have been played in the 1930’s,
and these hotly-contested shootouts were
played annually through the late 1970’s,
until they became too difficult to officiate
with many arguments and fights breaking
out because of the intensity of the two teams.
For several years, the girls from St. Mary’s
and Hoffman also played their own football
game, and these match-ups were also very
competitive battles.
The following recaps three of the boys
Columbus Day football games.
65 Years Ago
1950-St. Mary’s won its 14th consecutive Columbus Day football game over Hoffman, 18-0. Halfback Eddie Downs scored the
game’s first touchdown on a double reverse
after only 2:43 of play. Downs broke loose
in the second quarter on a 12-yard TD run,
to make it 12-0 at halftime. Eagles quarterback George Spiecker turned in a spectacular
45-yard touchdown run in the final period.
St. Mary’s Lineup
Bob “Don” “Pep” Bennett re Stefanski rt Bob
Farley rg Joe Corvino c Vince Abbatiello
lg Jerry O’Brien lt Spiecker qb Downs rhb
Ross Booker lhb Tom McNerny fb.(Hoffman
lineup was unavailable)
60 Years Ago
1955-Joe Matarangolo and Tom Pristavec
led the Saints to a 21-0 victory over the Purple
& Gold. Matarangolo excelled on offense and
defense, by connecting on a 40-yd. TD strike
to Pristavec, and then intercepting a pass and
returning it 35-yards for a score, making it
12-0 Eagles. Pristavec later raced around left
end for another touchdown, and the player
who accounted for the extra point was not
reported in the school newspaper. St. Mary’s
final scoring came when the Blue & Gold’s
awesome defensive line tackled Hoffman’s
Gene Primpka in the end zone for a safety.
St. Mary’s Lineup
Joe Viggiano le J. Nehila lt J. McKeon lg
P. Kurtz c J. Check rg N. Hourahan rt R.
Kennedy re Matarangolo b Frank Hackett b
Pristavec b Norm Laircy b.
Hoffman Lineup
Pat McCue le J. Brennan lt Ed Sisko lg Paul
Poetsch c W. Deitche rg John Berry rt Mike
Charmello re E. Volk b S. Pudulski b George
Samuelson b Primpka b.
50 Years Ago
1965-The Eagles set a Columbus Day
Classic scoring record, by soundly thrashing
the Governors by an unbelievable 64-0 score.
St. Mary’s touchdown parade was led by
Gary Kosovich, who reached the end zone
3 times, John Quigley, 2 TD’s, John Pintauro 1 TD. John Keenan started the second
half by returning the kickoff 90-yards for a
touchdown. Bobby Knight intercepted a pass
from Hoffman quarterback Pat Carney, and
raced 35-yards to paydirt. Saints quarterback,
Brian George connected with Paul Jankowski
on a 7-yard aerial touchdown strike, and
George also pulled a quarterback sneak, to
race for another TD. George also kicked
4 extra points (they were known as PAT’s
(Point after touchdown, back then). Vince
“Coop” Canata played an outstanding game
at the center slot. The Eagles intercepted 11
passes from the Guvs.

Back In Those
College Days

The following South Amboy/Sayreville
athletes played varsity sports in college: Jessica Gondek (Sayreville)-softball, Middlesex
County College/Montclair State College;
Mary K. Nordling (Sayreville)-basketball,
George Washington University; Dave Kelton
(St. Mary’s)-ice hockey, Kean College; Matt
Leahy (St. Mary’s)-football, Towson State;
Bryan Flegler (St. Joseph’s)-ice hockey,
Framingham State College.

South Amboy-Sayreville Times October 24, 2015 19

Animal Blessings

St. Mary’s Church-St. Mary’s Pastor Rev. Dennis Weezorak had a nice turnout of owners and their
pets for his blessing of the animals. (Photos by Tom Burkard)

Sacred Heart Church-Rev. Marian Drozd blesses the pets in front of Sacred Heart Memorial Hall.
(Photos by Tom Burkard)

3D Printing at the Dowdell library!
Join the Dowdell Library for something
new! Sign up for one of the free workshops
to learn about 3D printing; the only requirement is to sign up for a library card. No prior
knowledge is required. So, contact the library
today to reserve a spot! Join us as we further
our knowledge of 3D model printing as we
explore the ins and outs of print preparation.
You will learn how to use the 3D printer's
software to scale, rotate, move and manipulate
3D models for printing. We will also cover the
process of printing multiple models at once,
defining print settings, and more. Additionally, sign up to attend the Monday, November
23 (6:30 pm) “3D Modeling workshop.”
Join us in using web-based Tinkercad (a 3D
computer-aided design software) to begin
your journey in creating your own 3D digital
models (which can later be printed on a 3D
printer). We will cover the basics of object
manipulation, creating holes and cutouts,
object grouping, and other features all while
creating holiday cookie cutters!
Kids, drop in for Mickey Gross’ Celebrity Storytime and the spooky Halloween
party on Monday, October 26 from 3:45 – 5
pm. Come in costume! Also, drop in to enjoy
free Minecraft computer games anytime the
library is open.
Thinking of going digital? The Dowdell

Library has free eBooks and eAudio available. Just drop in to get a library card for
online access. Additionally, South Amboy
cardholders are eligible for free eBook help
Mondays from 12–2 pm and Thursdays from
6-8 pm, so take advantage of this opportunity! To enable the community to have access
to the latest eBook bestsellers with shorter
wait times, the library offers the Advantage
Program to give priority to South Amboy
cardholders. Check it out today or contact
the library to find out how you could take
advantage of this FREE eBook program.
Also, the Library and the South Amboy
YMCA has partnered to present the South
Amboy Community Book Club, which will
get together 7 pm on the first Thursday of
each month at the YMCA. You don’t have
to be a member of the YMCA to join. Just
drop in the library or YMCA to register! For
more information, contact Janet at the library
at 732.721.6060 or Cindy at the YMCA at
732.553.9622. Adults and teens are welcome
to join the Knitting Club, which meets the
first and third Tuesday of each month. For
more information, contact the library at 732721-6060 or comments@dowdell.org. The
library is adjacent to the South Amboy High
School on O’Leary Boulevard.

What was Henry VIII like when he was
young, slim, and in love? Why did Emperor
Napoleon order Empress Josephine not to
bathe? What is Dolley Madison’s important
connection to ice cream?
Join emcee Katie Sawyer (Dorothy
Leeds) as she and the “cast” of Memoirs &
Boudoirs take you on an amazing journey
through history directly into the lives, ballrooms, backrooms, and bedrooms of Kings,
Queens, Scoundrels, Lovers, and Warriors
at Sayreville Public Library on Saturday,
Mark Abbatiello (3rd from right) owner of Broadway Seafood recently went on a fishing trip to November 7 from 2:00 to 3:30PM.
Gusyefus, Alaska. The main catch was Halibut with the average weight of the fish being 45 lbs.
This 80-minute one-act play with music
(Photo/info Submitted)
and audience interaction offers an exciting

ride back in time where you’ll hear scintillating stories and titillating tidbits from
notables in their own words. Imagine a world
before the Internet, smartphones, Facebook,
Skype, Twitter, and selfies. What did people
do? How did they survive? How did they
communicate? They wrote lengthy letters
(tons of them), kept detail-filled diaries, and
penned juicy memoirs!
Ages 18 and older only. For more information or to register, contact Alaina at
alainad@lmxac.org or call 732-727-0212
ex. 25. You may also register online at www.
sayrevillelibrary.org/!

Christ Episcopal Church-Rev. Bill Riker, Priest-in-Charge (R) poses with pets and their owners
following the annual blessing of the animals. (Photo/info by Joe Lotkowictz)

Just for the Halibut!

"Memoirs & Boudoirs": a Fast-paced, Funny,
Entertaining One-Woman Show!
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WWW.?

Does this structure look familiar to you? It is located in South Amboy or Sayreville. Send your
answers to: thesatimes@aol.com. (Photo by Tom Burkard)

September Winners

The following correctly identified last
month’s photo as the Oriental House on North
Broadway in South Amboy. Congratulations
to the winners Pat & Bill Scully, W. Tom
Kross, Joan Fulham, Jack Piskorski, Mary
Agnes Morris, Joan Gorczyca, Lisa Grankowski, Don Zrebiec. Someone incorrectly
identified the picture as the Polish Deli.
Please give the name of the business when
you submit an answer.
Jack Piskorski was unintentionally
omitted from the August winners.

A Big Luxurious Most
Comfortable Nest
By Rev. Rhea Carol

I am in luxury and happy as a clam
I am comfortable and lulling myself in the
moment
I am learning and evolving into a higher
consciousness than ever before
Loving all that I meet and knowing God in
each one
Sometime it is difficult and I check myself
when I judge.
I remind myself that God is everywhere and
in everyone
Ernest Holmes* said "There is not one spot
where God is not."
When I started on my spiritual path, I heard
and fell in love with this:
"When you come to the edge of all the light
you know, and are about to
step off step off into the darkness of the unknown. Faith is knowing one or two things
will happen;
There will be something solid to stand on...
Or you will learn to fly."
And So It Begins.

September WWW - Oriental House

Avon Fundraiser
Please come out and support Sacred
Heart Love Life Group at its first Avon Fundraiser on Nov. 8 from 2-4:30 p.m. at Memorial
Hall, Washington Ave., South Amboy (across
the street from the church). There will be
games, prizes, and light refreshments served.
This fundraiser features a full brochure of
Avon products for purchase. Since this is
a tax exempt organization, no sales tax will
be charged on your purchase. What a great
savings! If you have any questions or if you
are coming to the event, please contact Anne
732-721-7583.

*Dr. Ernest Holmes is the founder of the
Science of Mind philosophy.

Music At St. Mary's
Organ virtuoso Brenda A. Day returns
to Saint Mary’s to play on our historic 1883
Jardine and Sons Pipe Organ. Day, who is
the Director of Music and Organist at The
First Presbyterian Church of Metuchen, will
perform works by Bach, Mendelssohn, and
others. Don’t miss this opportunity to hear
one of New Jersey’s finest musicians perform on one of New Jersey’s greatest pipe
organs. Sunday, November 8th 2015 – 4PM,
at Saint Mary Church, 256 Augusta Street,
On Sunday November 15, 2015 The LaSouth Amboy NJ, 08879! Free admission dies Ancient Order of Hibernians, Pat Olexa
($15 donation suggested). A Meet-the-Artist Division will hold a Ladies Fall Fling at the
reception will follow the concert.
AOH Hall (Upstairs) located at 271 Second
Street, South Amboy, NJ 08879. The event
will run from 11:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.
Grab your friends and family and come
join the ladies for an afternoon of shopping
South Amboy Knights of Columbus and mingling. GREAT event to begin
Council 426 sponsors a trip to beautiful Christmas shopping!! Vendors including:
West Point Saturday November 21 to see Wild Tree, Thirty One, Tupperware, Tastethe Rutgers Scarlet Knights battle the Army fully Simple, Jamberry Nails, Mary Kay,
Black Nights in a 12 noon game. Cost of $85 Pampered Chef, Scentsy, Nerium, Premiere
includes game tickets, roundtrip motorcoach Jewelry, Avon, Candles, Coffee/Teas, crafts
transportation, snacks, sandwiches, and bev- and many more…..
Please call Jo-Anne @ 732-586-0074/
erages. Motorcoach leaves the parking lot at
308 Fourth St. South Amboy at 8 a.m. For email applesanni@aol.com for more information.
information call 732-721-2025.

Ladies Fall Fling

West Point Trip
November 21
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Sayreville Day
(Photos by Tom Burkard)

Pictured (left to right) are Lt. Governor Kim Guadagno, Democratic Mayoral candidate, David
McGill, Council candidate Christian Hibinsky, and Mayor Kennedy O’Brien.

Youngsters really enjoyed playing at the Superman/Batman fun site.

The Sayreville Democratic candidates pictured at Sayreville Day are (l-r) council candidate Ricci
Melendez, mayoral candidate David McGill, and council candidate Steven Grillo.

The always-popular and very talented Sayreville Assemblyman Craig Coughlin addresses the
singer, Patsy Palma once again delighted the crowd crowd during opening ceremonies.
with his superb vocals.

This Disney ride was one of the most popular attractions at Sayreville Day.

Wyatt’s Day-The South Amboy Knights of Columbus Council #426 held a special fundraiser for
19-month old Wyatt Scott, who was diagnosed with Neuroblastoma, a rare form of cancer. The event
featured live music from 3 talented bands, JD Law; Boys Round Here; Split Decision. In addition
there was plenty of food, with a delicious buffet and also gift basket raffles. The South Amboy Knights
of Columbus Columbiettes donated a check to Wyatt’s parents Michael Rojewski and Jessica Sirna.
Pictured following the check presentation are Wyatt’s parents, officers of the Knights of Columbus
and Columbiettes, and the committee members who organized this most important fundraiser.
Wyatt was in the hospital receiving treatments at the time. If anyone would like to donate to help
this precious little boy, go to: www.//gofundme.com/tfa7af7.
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Obituaries
Arnella, Philip J., 86, formerly of Morgan died Best, Charles, 88, of Parlin died
on Sept. 26.
Bobek, Gerard W., 58, formerly of South
Amboy died on Sept. 24.
Cahill, Richard M. Jr., of Sayreville
died on Oct. 2.
Carter, Daniel “Danny,” 54, of Sayreville
died on Oct. 9.
Cassidy, Betty Jane Smith, 81, formerly
of Sayreville died on Oct. 8.
Celecki, Gerald M. “Bear,” 70, of South
Amboy died on Oct. 14.
Chrzan, Arthur “Bob,” 83, formerly of
Sayreville died on Sept. 25.
Cleverley, William H., 87, of Morgan
died on Sept. 24.
Connors, William A., 57, formerly of
Sayreville died on Sept. 18.
Crosby, Richard “Dickey,” 60, of Parlin
died on Oct. 1.
DeLucia, Caroline Graziano, 88, of
South Amboy died on Oct. 19.
Donnamaria, Mary R., of Sayreville
died on Oct. 1.
Hamilton, Jeanne E., 90, of Morgan
died on Aug. 29.
Kelly, Francine Tranchetti, 72, formerly
of Sayreville died on Aug. 29.
Kinkel, Rachel, 94, of South Amboy
died on Sept. 24.
Kuhn, Beverly A., 69, of Sayreville died
on Oct. 15.
Lattanzio, Rita I., 76, formerly of Sayreville died on Oct. 4.
Pam, Robert, 78, of Parlin died on
Sept. 23.
Rosinski, May M. Laul, 82, formerly of
Sayreville died on Sept. 16.
Samuel, Ann M., Czernikowki, 94, of
Sayreville died on Sept. 30.
Small, Robert J. Jr., 25, of Sayreville
died on Oct. 2.
Smith, Marie A., 87, formerly of Sayreville died on Aug. 29.
Tepp, Arthur W., 75, of Parlin died on
Oct. 7.
Wagner, Wanda Drogan, 82, formerly
of Sayreville died on Oct. 7.
Zammit, Emmanuel, 67, of Sayreville
died on Oct. 10.
PRAYER TO THE BLESSED MOTHER
(Never known to fail) Oh, most beautiful flower of Mt.
Carmel, Fruitful vine, splendor of Heaven, blessed Mother
of the Son of God, Immaculate Virgin, assist me in my
necessity. Oh Star of the Sea, help me and show me, herein
you are my mother. Oh, Holy Mary, Mother of God, Queen
of Heaven and Earth! I humbly beseech you from the
bottom of my heart to succor me in this necessity. There
are none that can withstand your power. Oh, show me
herein you are my mother. Oh Mary, conceived without
sin, pray for us who have recourse to thee (3 times). Holy
Mary, I place this cause in your hands (3 times). Say this
prayer for 3 consecutive days. You must publish it and it
will be granted to you. Thank you. -A.
PRAYER TO THE BLESSED VIRGIN
(Never known to fail) Oh, most beautiful flower of Mt.
Carmel, Fruitful vine, splendor of Heaven, blessed Mother
of the Son of God, Immaculate Virgin, assist me in my
necessity. Oh Star of the Sea, help me and show me, herein
you are my mother. Oh, Holy Mary, Mother of God, Queen
of Heaven and Earth! I humbly beseech you from the bottom
of my heart to succor me in this necessity. There are none
that can withstand your power. Oh, show me herein you
are my mother. Oh Mary, conceived without sin, pray for
us who have recourse to thee (3 times). Holy Mary, I place
this cause in your hands (3 times). Say this prayer for 3
consecutive days. You must publish it and it will be granted
to you. Thank you. -S.
A PRAYER FOR HEALING
Lord, you invited all who are burdened to come to
You. Allow your healing hand to heal me. Touch my soul
with Your compassion for others. Touch my heart with Your
courage and infinite love for all. Touch my mind with Your
wisdom, that my mouth may always proclaim Your praise.
Teach me to reach out to You in my need. Help me to lead
others to You by my example. Most loving heart of Jesus,
bring me health in my body and spirit so that I may serve
You with all my strength. Touch gently with this life that
you have created. Amen -T.B.
PRAYER TO ST. JUDE
(To be said when problems arise or when one seems to
be deprived of all visible help, on far cases almost despaired
of). Most holy Apostle St. Jude, faithful servant and friend of
Jesus, the church honors and invokes you universally as the
patron of hopeless cases, of things almost despaired of, pray
for me, I am so helpless and alone. Make use I implore you
of that particular privilege given to you, to bring visible and
speedy help where help is almost despaired of. Come to my
assistance in this great need that I may receive the consolation
and help of heaven in all my necessities, tribulations, and
sufferings., and that I may praise God with you and all the
elect forever. I promise O Blessed St. Jude, to be ever mindful
of this great favor, to always honor you as my special and
powerful patron, and to gratefully encourage devotion to
you. Amen. Thank You St. Jude. -E.P..
A PRAYER FOR HEALING
Lord, you invited all who are burdened to come to
You. Allow your healing hand to heal me. Touch my soul
with Your compassion for others. Touch my heart with Your
courage and infinite love for all. Touch my mind with Your
wisdom, that my mouth may always proclaim Your praise.
Teach me to reach out to You in my need. Help me to lead
others to You by my example. Most loving heart of Jesus,
bring me health in my body and spirit so that I may serve
You with all my strength. Touch gently with this life that
you have created. Amen -S.R..
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Hoffman High School Multi-Class Reunion
(Photos by Tom Burkard)

Pictured are all of the Hoffman HS graduates who attended the reunion. Everyone had a great time
at the event, and our congratulations to Susan Mattsson and Ed Szatkowski for the outstanding job
they did in organizing this annual gathering.

SA Times feature writer Anna Harris Friberg (l) receives the award for oldest alumnus attending the
reunion, from Ed Szatkowski. Anna graduated in the Class of 1938.

The Harold G. Hoffman HS Class of 1955 celebrated its 60th Anniversary with a beautiful cake.

John Berry (l) and Claire Kuhn enjoy reminiscing while looking at old photos.

Eileen Coman Downs is a happy person after winning the 50/50 drawing. Also pictured is Ed
Szatkowski, center, and Susan Mattsson, right.
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Fishing Flashes
By Teo “Weebles” Weber

Salt Water
The recent storms we had changed the
fishing picture entirely in the bay. I didn’t
see too much at our local beaches. In the
ocean, the surf has been dirty but is now
cleaning up. To our south it’s been pretty
good for small Bluefish on bait. A few big
Stripers have been caught at the south end
of LBI on bunkers. Hopefully more Stripers
will be caught when the surf has cleaned up.
There is a change for the Bluefish Party Boats.
Big Jumbo Blues have arrived, some going
18 to 19 pounds. The small Blues seemed
to have been pushed out. Sea Bass season
opened up on October 22, and that’s when
you could start keeping them. Until then, in
the bay and ocean party boats are picking
away at Porgies and a few Blackfish. A few
Flounder have been caught off the docks in
Shark River. Blowfish are still around in
Barnegat Bay if you want them.
Fresh Water
I took a long ride north to Tilcon Lake
on Columbus Day. I fished for a few hours
but all I did was make a lot of casts. The
best I could do was to have a small pickerel
follow my lure. I didn’t see anyone else catch
anything. The fall stocking began on October
13th. Major streams will be stocked with big
Rainbows from 13 to 20 inches. Some lakes
in south Jersey will get trout also.

Why Seniors Fall

More than 30% of older adults fall
every year. One in 20 hospitalizations of
older people is directly related to falling. A
fall of a senior can cause hip, knee and ankle
fractures. Head injuries which may cause
bleeding into the brain and death can be
brought on by a fall. The annual expense of
fall-related injuries in the United States adult
population over the age of 65 is greater than
20 billion dollars.
Prevention of falls begins with identifying potentially treatable conditions such as
side effects of medications, fainting spells,
dizziness, lightheadedness, impaired vision
and leg pain. Two strategies can reduce
the risks of falls; home safety and physical
conditioning.
Home Safety
Clear your floors of clutter including loose
wires, cords and throw rugs.
Hand rails on stairs, next to toilet and in the
shower.
Keep stairways and entrances lit.
Clean up spills.
Avoid having to climb or reach for often
used items.
Be careful when pets are nearby.
Do activities such as yoga or Tai Chi to
improve your balance.
Have your vision checked regularly.
Physical Conditioning
Physical conditioning with a structured supervised program dealing with balance and
strength training.
These steps will decrease the risk of
falls. As always, and ounce of prevention
is worth pound of cure!
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Gerald “Bear” Celecki who died in the line of duty on October 14, 2015 is pictured in 2003 with his
1967 Hahn Fire Engine. The following is a reprint of an article from the February 22, 2003 issue of
the South Amboy/Sayreville Times. (Photo by Brian Stratton)

So You Think You’re a Collector?
(Vintage Fire Vehicles)
By Brian Stratton (February 22, 2003)

This month we are featuring the vintage
Fire Vehicle owned by Gerald “Bear” Celecki
who was a member of the Perth Amboy Fire
department for 11 years prior to moving to
South Amboy in 1986. Since then he has
been a member of Progressive Fire Company
and has served as President and Captain.
He owned a 1948 GMC Fire engine for a
number of years and was the 4th owner of
that vehicle. It was originally in service in
Union Beach. He gave up the GMC when
a beautiful 1967 Hahn Fire Engine became
available. The Hahn is built on an International frame, normally they were built on a
Ford frame, but this one was custom ordered
by the Farmingdale, NJ Fire department.
“Bear” the second owner of the engine and it
came right out of service as a fully functional
vehicle with 20,000 original miles. I asked
him if the engine could be put back into service today. He said “Just add water and it is
ready to go. Since it is not stored in a heated
environment the water tanks have to be kept
empty in the winter.” In addition to the life
size engine he also collects model sized Fire
Apparatus and has a very extensive collection.
Jerry also explained the difference between
a Fire Engine and Fire Truck to me. A truck
refers to a snorkel or ladder and all others
are Engines.”Bear’ enjoys the flexibility of
owning his own Fire Engine as it allows him

to attend parades, wet downs etc. whenever
he wants. He is a veteran of many shows and
parades and has received numerous trophies
(more than he can display). Both he and his
wife Rose attend 8-9 parades each year including: St. Patrick’s day in South Amboy and
Woodbridge, Memorial Day in South Amboy
and Perth Amboy, 4th of July in Milltown,
Labor Day in South Plainfield, Halloween in
Linden, Christmas in Woodbridge and every
2-3 years they attend a parade in Farmingdale.
He says that the residents of Farmingdale
get a kick out of seeing their old engine. He
also attends other special events and allows
children to come on to the engine and even
spray water. “Bear” does not have any firm
plans to put the Hahn up for sale; he did
however say that if the right Brush truck came
along he may be tempted. He is a member of
SPAAMFAA, the Society for the Preservation
and Appreciation of Antique Motor Fire Apparatus in America which is a National club,
as well as the local Central Jersey Antique
Fire Apparatus Association. I want to thank
Jerry for taking the time to tell us about his
prized collector items. Also, special thanks
to “Bear” for taking me for my first ride in a
fire engine, it was great. I thought a Corvette
was a head turner but I think the fire engine
had a lot more people looking.

Please remember to vote Nov. 3rd
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Letters

:
Dear Sirs and Ladies: Ninety-seven years
ago the leaders of those countries engaged
in the First World War agreed that an end to
that, and hopefully all war, would occur on
the eleventh hour of the eleventh day of the
eleventh month. In countries allied with us
in winning that war the day was originally
celebrated as Armistice Day. As other wars
and conflicts have arisen, ended or continued
the name has become known, at least in the
United States, as Veterans’ Day.
In the years following the Korean
“Conflict”, the Episcopal Bishop of New
Jersey blessed and dedicated an Altar of
Remembrance at Christ Church. So that we
might never forget the service of each and
sacrifice of some who left homes and family
so that their loved ones could live in safety.
This altar is set, facing East on the South
side of the nave, beside plaques with the
names of many men and women who served
our country.
On Wednesday November Eleventh at
Eleven AM it will be my privilege, as both
priest and veteran, to celebrate Holy Eucharist
at this altar to insure that I never forget our
debt to those served before. I invite you to
join with me by prayer or presence in setting
aside this time to give thanks for what we
have, who we are and what we can become
because of all who serve and have served
our country.
Please share this information with other
veterans in our area.
Yours in Christ,
William Riker, Priest in Charge,
Christ Episcopal Church, South Amboy

Retirement: Making
Your Money Last

How do you picture your retirement?
What matters most to you? What type of
lifestyle do you want in retirement?
Once you have a picture of your retirement, you need a strategy designed to help
make it happen. We can help. Join us at Sayreville Public Library on Thursday, November
5 from 6:30 to 8:00PM for our presentation,
Retirement: Making Your Money Last. We’ll
discuss strategies designed to help you work
toward fulfilling your retirement expectations, focusing on providing not only for
your income needs today but also well into
the future. We’ll also explore how to address
key concerns such as inflation, health care
expenses and market volatility as well as
ways to prepare in advance for things that
may not go as expected.
This event is being given by Curtis W.
Mullins, a Financial Advisor from Edward
Jones. The event is free of charge, open to the
general public, and strictly for educational
purposes.
For more information or to register,
contact Alaina at alainad@lmxac.org or call
732-727-0212 ex. 25. You may also register
online at www.sayrevillelibrary.org/!

Sayreville Seniors
Resorts Casino
Broadway Holiday-Music with Ron
Sharpe and Barbara Russell on Sunday,
Nov. 8. Tickets are $25 p/p and includes
show ticket plus $10 slot play. Bus leaves
Sayreville Senior Center, Main St., parking
lot at 11 a.m. and returns approximately
9 p.m. For more info or to reserve a seat,
please call Ann at 732-254-7263. Checks are
to be made out ot: Ann Floersch, 12 Nimitz
Pl, Sayreville, NJ 08872.

YMCA JOINS PRE-K OUR WAY TO EXPAND ACCESS TO HIGH QUALITY PRESCHOOL
Pre-K Our Way announced today that the
YMCA of Metuchen, Edison, Woodbridge
and South Amboy has joined Pre-K Our Way’s
growing advocacy efforts with full support in
expanding effective, high-quality preschool
programs in our communities.
The YMCA of Metuchen, Edison,
Woodbridge and South Amboy is a member
of the New Jersey YMCA Alliance, which
represents 37 YMCA associations engaging
more than half a million New Jersey residents
including 284,268 New Jersey children in
their programming.
“As one of the leading providers of
quality pre-school programming in the

State of New Jersey, the Alliance and its
member organizations have historically been
champions of promoting access to effective
school and community based early learning
opportunities to all eligible children,” said
William Lovett, Executive Director of New
Jersey YMCA Alliance. “We fully recognize
and embrace the fact that pre-k is the gateway
to future academic, social/emotional and
economic success for children who access
services.”
“We welcome the opportunity to work
hand-in-hand with Pre-K Our Way to advocate at the state and local level for full

implementation of the existing New Jersey
law which mandated pre-k expansion to 90
communities through the state,” said Lovett.
“The YMCA works to bring communities together to realize meaningful change
in individuals and communities. They understand that high-quality, early learning
education, such as preschool, can be an
avenue for that change by have a lasting
and positive impact on the development of
our children,” said Sam Crane of Pre-K Our
Way. “This commitment to pre-k makes the
YMCA of Metuchen, Edison, Woodbridge
and South Amboy, their President and CEO

Scott Lewis, and the YMCA Alliance perfect
to join with Pre-K Our Way as advocates for
the expansion of preschool in New Jersey.”
Existing state law calls for the expansion of New Jersey’s proven, high-quality
preschool programs from fewer than 40
towns to 90 more communities across New
Jersey. Pre-K Our Way is a nonpartisan, nonprofit effort to bring New Jersey’s effective,
high-quality preschool program to each of
our communities. Pre-K Our Way wants to
expand the quality preschool model for threeto four-year-olds that New Jersey already has
by fully implementing the law.
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Farewell Rosie & Dave Of Center Deli
By Sruti Desai

Rosie and Dave Desai, owners of Center Deli in South Amboy for 35 years, have retired, and wave a
final goodbye to the people of South Amboy and Sayreville. (Photo by Tom Burkard)

Rose and Dave Say Goodbye
By Steve Schmid

Monday October 20 marked the end of a
wonderful era in South Amboy when Center
Deli closed down. The 250 North Stevens
Avenue delicatessen was owned and operated
by Rose and Dave Desai for 35 years. Rose
and Dave both felt it was the right moment
to step down at the age of 62.They are going
to miss serving their loyal customers and
talking and listening to them. Dave was
asked what he will miss most about South
Amboy, "My friends, nobody wants us to go,
but there is a time and place for everything."
They are very grateful to the community
for supporting them over the years and in
turn supported local organizations like the
South Amboy Youth Athletic Association,
the South Amboy firemen, PBA, First Aid
squads,and others. Rose said they donated
all their frozen food and deli meat to the SA
First Aid Squad after Hurricane Sandy. She
added they couldn't have imagined being
there for 35 years when they opened the
store in December 1980. "We were nervous
opening up. We didn't know anything about

the business. We learned to slice meat by
ourselves, to make sandwiches, and we had
to go for lottery training," Rose added, "we
wanted to work hard and were there from
5:30 a.m. to 10 p.m. seven days a week for
many years. My girls grew up in the store
from nursery school to high school," Rose
said. Their daughters Atree, 34, and Sruti
31, helped out in the store when they could.
Rose and Dave plan to keep busy. Rose said
she wants to learn more about computers and
will continue to do bookkeeping at the family
run Buy Rite liquor store in Toms River. She
said she's happy to see former South Amboy residents who live in the Holiday City
retirement community. Dave also will keep
busy. "We will meet all of our friends and I'm
going to visit all the major league baseball
stadiums," he said. He will continue to work
at BASF as a chemical engineer for about
two or three more years. The store will be
closed for about two months for renovation.
Jay Patel, who owns two Krauzers in town,
will be the new owner.

“BOWL FOR HUNGER” RAISED $27,205.00.
Assemblyman Craig J. Coughlin, in
partnership with Raritan Bay Medical Center
Foundation and Middlesex Water Company,
announced at today’s press conference that
the Sixth Annual “Bowl for Hunger” raised
$27,205.00. Net proceeds will be divided
evenly to the 32 M.C.F.O.O.D.S.-certified
food banks in the 19th District.
Assemblyman Coughlin commended
and thanked the Raritan Bay Medical Center
Foundation and Middlesex Water Company for partnering again for the Bowl for
Hunger—stating that together 78 corporate
sponsors and over 600 bowling participants
helped to make a difference to area food
banks. Coughlin beamed, “Strong economy
or weak economy, it is remarkable to witness
the incredible generosity of our community.
We tested the Bowl for Hunger’s staying
power this year by moving the event to a
larger venue in hopes of accommodating
more bowling teams. In one year, we nearly
doubled the amount of bowling teams from 48
to 80 while also attracting 15 new sponsors.
This is a community that cares.”
Michael R. D’Agnes, President and
CEO of Raritan Bay Medical Center said,
“Raritan Bay Medical Center and our Foundation are privileged to be a part of the Bowl
for Hunger. I applaud the efforts of our
sponsors and participants to grow this event
and increase funding for families in need.
Healthy nutrition continues to be a primary
concern in our community and a priority for
our medical center.”
Middlesex Water Chairman and President Dennis Doll stated, “Our long time
participation in the Bowl for Hunger is a
reflection of our Company’s corporate values.
In addition to providing quality water service,
our company and our employees work to
bring value to the communities we serve
through philanthropic efforts, volunteerism
and environmental stewardship. We thank all
those who supported the Bowl for Hunger
and encourage everyone to actively support
our local food banks which work so hard to
meet the basic needs of area residents.”

Peter Barcellona, Chairman of Woodbridge’s “We Feed” Committee, a committee
comprised of all 11 Township food banks,
called the $720.00 to each food bank a
“blessing.” Barcellona praised the efforts
of the Bowl for Hunger partnership for
bringing food banks to the forefront. He cited
Woodbridge Township’s food banks alone as
providing food for 600 families each month.
As in years past, the Woodbridge Metro
Chamber of Commerce assisted the Bowl
for Hunger Committee with fundraising and
event planning. The Sixth Annual “Bowl for
Hunger” took place July 23rd at Hopelawn’s
Majestic Lanes, welcoming over 600 participants from the local community. With the
help of the Woodbridge Metro Chamber of
Commerce, 78 corporate, community and
individual sponsors donated at least $100.00
to support the cause. Of the 78 sponsors, 20
sponsors—Aetna; Amerigroup; Bank of
Woodbridge; NJ/NY Carpenter Contractor
Trust; Carteret Business Partnership; CME
Associates; GEICO; Gerdau; Horizon Blue
Cross Blue Shield; I Luv Bubble Tea; JJ Elek
Realty Co.; McManimon Scotland & Baumann LLC; Middlesex County Democratic
Organization; Motiva Enterprises; NJ Bankers Association; NJ Credit Union League;
NJ Hospital Association; NJM Insurance
Group; Professional Insurance Agents of
New Jersey and Reliance Insurance Group
each donated $500.
To date, the Bowl for Hunger has raised
$120,854.00 in six years. The following food
banks have been allotted approximately
$720.00 each: From Carteret: Calvary Baptist Church, Favor Ministries, Living Water
Family Outreach and St. Joseph’s Parish—
Society of St. Vincent De Paul. From Perth
Amboy: Cathedral International—Mercy
House Food Pantry & Soup Kitchen, Catholic
Charities PACT Team, Deacon’s Table at
Holy Spirit Roman Catholic Church, George
Otlowski, Sr. Center for Mental Health Care
Partial Care Program, Hogar Crea, Iglesia
Ciudad de Refugio, Our Lady of Fatima
Food Pantry, Salvation Army, St. John the

On October 19th, the town and people
of South Amboy said farewell to a long time,
beloved staple of the community: Center
Deli and its owners Rosie and Dave Desai.
The couple came to South Amboy in 1980
with little more than drive and work ethic,
and managed to build a successful and long
standing business that many consider a second home. Never in their wildest dreams did
they imagine that this store and the people
that would come through its doors would
transform their lives forever. Over the past 35
years, the people of South Amboy weathered
good times and bad, booms and busts, growth
and recession – but one constant was always
Center Deli. Regulars and passers-by from
near and far alike were always welcomed
with warmth and generosity, as they often
came in for a cup of Rosie’s famous coffee,
laughed at Dave’s comical antics, and stayed
for hours just to enjoy the company. As the
end of a long era nears, it becomes more and
more difficult to sum up in words what Center
Deli and its patrons mean to our family. To
put it quite simply, to limit the definition of
family to those who are related to you by
blood is an injustice to the very meaning of
the word. Center Deli has been the wiser, more
responsible older daughter, the dependable
big sister, and the friend with open arms and
a shoulder to lean on. Our family has had
the opportunity to meet the most incredible
people and create such unforgettable memories with each and everyone, and for that we
will always remain grateful. There are very
few places left in this world where people of
all walks of life can come together and feel
as though they are part of something whole,
and Center Deli was one of those places. It
has been a meeting place for people to vent
about their worries, look for sound advice,
hide away from the world, be a part of a
family, turn to for comfort in a hard time,
share laughter and tears, catch up on town
gossip, talk about travels, be in a safe haven,
and grow together. If the walls of Center Deli
could talk, they would tell you that the store
would have been the perfect setting for a soap
opera with its mix of action, drama, romance
and comedy. Some may think that this is our

family’s second home, but I would be lying if
I didn't admit it's our first. My parents bought
Center Deli before my sister and I were even
a part of this world. She's their first baby and
the focal point for so many of our lifelong
memories. It's along the candy racks that
we took our first steps, it's on the counter
alongside customers that we first learned to
read and write, it's at the register handing out
change where we first learned to count, it's
at the toy command center in the backroom
that my sister and I planted the seeds for our
relationship, and it's in that store that we
learned what lengths our parents would go
to to provide us with the best life possible.
It took until adulthood for my sister and I to
truly understand what an immense sacrifice
our parents made in buying this store. Our
parents never had weekends off, they couldn't
take spontaneous trips, they didn't stop and
start like a regular 9-5 job, they were always
on their feet, and going on vacation each year
took some convincing. It wasn't until almost
25 years later that my mom learned that her
customers would be just fine if she closed
the store for 2 weeks and went on a well
deserved vacation. Every ounce of them was
committed to giving their kids a good life, and
improving the lives of every person they met
no matter what it took. Center Deli has taught
us so many things, but the few things I will
carry with me in life are - a simple 'hello,’
'thank you,’ and 'have a nice day' can go a
long way, listening to someone can make a
world of difference in their life, strangers can
make the best of friends, expressing curiosity
can unlock doors, dream big and do bigger,
don't judge a book by its cover, and hard
work and dedication are at the core of any
success. I hope that my parents and Center
Deli have left an imprint on your lives as
you have left on theirs. To say thank you to
our customers, Center Deli, and our parents
is far from fully capturing the gratitude we
hold in our hearts. This is not goodbye, this
is farewell. We will all meet again because
we are no longer strangers passing by, we are
family. You will be in good hands with Jay
and his crew, so please treat them as well as
you have treated us over the years.

Baptist Orthodox Church Soup Kitchen,
St. Peter’s Episcopal Church, Society of St.
Vincent DePaul, Vida Church and Youth
Challenge—Renovation House.
From Sayreville: Faith Fellowship
Ministries & World Outreach Center and
Sayreville Care & Share Food Bank.
From South Amboy: First Presbyterian
Church of South Amboy and St. Mary’s
Church Food Pantry.
From Woodbridge: “Elijah’s Bread” Fellowship Bible Church, First Baptist Church

of Woodbridge, First Congregational Church
of Woodbridge, First Presbyterian Church of
Avenel, First Presbyterian Church of Iselin,
First Presbyterian Church of Woodbridge,
Heaven’s Helpers, Metro Park Assembly of
God, St. Cecelia’s Food Pantry, St. James
Food Pantry, and Trinity Church Food Pantry
& Soup Kitchen.
The 19th Legislative District is comprised of the following municipalities:
Carteret, Perth Amboy, Sayreville, South
Amboy, and Woodbridge.
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