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PRICELESS

OLV Wins National
Contest
Our Lady of Victories (OLV) School
recently won a prestigious national video
contest, sponsored by Scottie’s Tissue Co.
In the first stage students had to create a
3-minute video explaining why trees are
important to them and the community. The
8th grade students made Top 10 in the nation
for the video. The final stage of the contest
was to receive the most votes in the country.
Scottie’s informed OLV that they received
the most votes, and it wasn’t even close!
The video titled, “Scottie’s Trees Rock,”
captured the grand prize in the 6th to 8th grade
category. Joanne Hockenjos was the teacher
in charge of the video. Congratulations to
Joanne and her students on an amazing accomplishment!

SWMHS HALL OF
FAME
The Sayreville War Memorial High
School 2015 Hall of Fame Annual Awards
Banquet is scheduled for 6:00PM Saturday, April 25th, at the VFW Hall on Jernee
Mill Road. Join us as we honor these
outstanding alumni of SWMHS. The honorees are:
Robert Crowe, Class of 1982: Served
28 years in the US Navy; Achieved Rank
of Captain, US Navy; Awarded Legion of
Merit Medal
Michael Janela, Class of 2003: Graduated Summa Cum Laude from Syracuse
University’s top-ranked journalism school;
Appeared on Today, Good Morning America,
and Jeopardy
Christina Olender, Class of 1981: Sayreville Chamber of Commerce-2007 Business

Historical Society
Open House-April
25

South Amboy St. Patrick’s Parade Grand Marshal Hugh Rone proudly marches with his
family at the parade. (Photo by Brian Stratton)

Great Day For The Irish
At St. Patrick’s Day Parade
By Tom Burkard

This year’s outstanding South Amboy
St. Patrick’s Day Parade was held on Sunday,
March 22nd, and people came from all over
to participate and others just to watch and
enjoy the very special celebration for the
Irish. The parade was initially scheduled
for Saturday, March 7th, but due to lots of
snow still around from the last brutal blast
of winter, was postponed.
On a sunny windy day and temperature

about 40 degrees, the parade got underway
at 2 p.m. at the corner of Pine Ave. and
Bordentown Ave. American Legion Luke
A. Lovely Post #62 led the way, followed
by Sea Cadets, and Grand Marshal Hugh
Rone and Family. Phyllis Stratton served as
Deputy Grand Marshal, while Peter Barnes
Jr. was Honorary Grand Marshal, Father
Dennis Weezorak-Special Honored Guest,
(Continued on page 6)

(Continued on page 18)

Gift & Tea Auction
Cardinal McCarrick High School / St.
Mary’s High School is holding its annual
“Gift & Tea Auction” on Sunday, April 26,
2015 from 12:00 noon to 5:00 pm. Admission
is $20 Coffee/Tea and Dessert Included.
Reserve a table for 10 and have a party
at your table! Bring your own food. Don’t
be left out, this event is always a sell-out!
Only 400 tickets will be sold!! For more
Information and to reserve tables call 732721-0748 ext.244 or visit our website: www.
raritanbayprep.org.

Autism Awareness
Fair
At Arleth School, we teach our students
about accepting others and celebrating our
differences. Since April is Autism Awareness month it is a special time to give our
students many opportunities to learn about
others. Students and staff participate in a
“Light It Up Blue” Fashion show to kick
off the month. Teachers visit individual
classrooms to teach important skills about
diversity, acceptance and empathy. Students
help spread autism awareness throughout our
school by making posters. This year we
will be hosting our 2nd Autism Awareness
Fair. The fair will take place on Saturday,
April 18th from 10am -3pm at Arleth School
3198 Washington Road, Parlin. The fair will
have vendors, garage sale items, resources
about autism, a mini tricky tray, bake sale,
KidZone and a car wash. All are welcome
to attend this community event and support
our school.
If you are interested in participating,
please email arlethpto@aol.com for more
information.
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The Historical Society of South Amboy
will hold its 3rd Annual Open House on
Sat., April 25th from 12 noon to 3 p.m. at
the South Amboy Senior Center on South
Stevens Ave. The event will be honoring
the Civil War 150th Anniversary. Guest
Speaker and Local Author Joanne Hamilton
Rajoppi “New Brunswick and the Civil War,
The Brunswick Boys in the Great Rebellion” presentation at 1 p.m. There will also
be plenty of local history, old photographs,
Genealogy requests, historic landmarks,
artifacts, featuring a special exhibit honoring
South Amboy’s Finest-our First Responders.
Bring your old photos and scan them onsite
to get them featured on our website and
Facebook page as well as archived for others to enjoy! Come for FREE refreshments!
This event is taking place in conjunction
with the City of South Amboy. The Historical Society of South Amboy is a non-profit
501c3 organization. Visit us on Facebook
for more information.

Murder Mystery
Dinner
The SAFD 125th Anniversary Committee will present its FINAL Murder Mystery
Dinner Murder Marinara on Sat. April 25
at 7:30 p.m. at Sacred Heart Annex Hall,
Washington, Ave., South Amboy. Ticket
price is $40 per person, and includes show,
dinner, beer, wine, soda and dessert. (Feel
free to BYOB)! Get your tickets now, as
seating is limited!
For more info or tickets contact Mike
Geraltowski 848-250-9903; Anne Marie
Trapp 732-207-2848; Kevin Riley 732-7151006, or e-mail: SAFD125th@gmail.com or
contact any SAFD member.

South Amboy St. Patrick’s Parade Deputy Grand Marshal Phyllis Stratton (standing) waves
to the huge crowds with her proud family. (Photo by Brian Stratton)

“Inky” Norek Will Be Remembered
By Tom Burkard

Francis “Inky” Norek, 87, of South
Amboy died on March 9. One of the most
highly-respected and community-minded
people in the history of South Amboy,
“Inky,” as he was affectionately known
by most “Pleasant Little City” residents,
left an unparalleled legacy of community
service, and many fond memories for all
who knew him.
Former South Amboy resident Bill
“Biff” McKeon, now residing in Indiana,
said “Frank “Inky” Norek was one of South
Amboy’s finest police officers, and more
importantly a wonderful human being, who
helped so many as a volunteer with the South
Amboy First Aid Squad. Many times at car
accidents, “Inky” was assisting with accident
victims, while dressed in his full police uni-

form, which exhibited his love and help in
caring for the injured. Frank “Inky” Norek
made the South Amboy First Aid Squad
and the South Amboy Police Dept. the best,
because he cared for his community and his
fellow men and women.
Gifted with a beautiful singing voice,
“Inky” in his younger days was a favorite
choice to perform at weddings and other
important events. In recent years, he was
called upon to sing “The Star Spangled Banner,” and “God Bless America” at special
occasions for the city of South Amboy. God
Bless Francis “Inky” Norek.
*See “Inky’s” exclusive interview
from the Jan. 2006 issue of the SA Times
on page 21.

Francis “Inky” Norek is pictured singing the
National Anthem at the South Amboy Police
Memorial Service in May 2014. “Inky” will
be sadly missed by so many whose lives he
has touched through the years. (Photo by
Tom Burkard)

NEXT ISSUE
APRIL 25th
• MOTHER’S DAY
• PROM
DEADLINES

April 13th

South Amboy Mayor Fred Henry (2nd from right) congratulates Carmine Moore (3rd from
right) after cutting the ribbon for the Grand Opening of Carmine’s Barber Shop (formerly
Henry’s Raritan Barber Shop) on Bordentown Ave. Pictured (l-r) is barber Edmond Sadiku,
barber Charles, Carmine, Mayor Henry, and former owner Henry “The Barber” Rinkewicz.
See Carmine’s ad on page 13, and related story on page 7. (Photo by Tom Burkard)

FOR ADS CALL
732-727-0398 OR
732-727-1906
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Talk Of The Towns
By Tom Burkard

Policeman Featured In Magazine
Sayreville Police Officer Doug Sprague,
who has been on the force for 32 years, was
recently featured in the January/February
“Meridian Health View” magazine, with
a story on sleep apnea. Great article and
photo Doug!
Giovenco Makes Dean’s List
Bridget Riley Giovenco, of Sayreville,
has been named to the Dean’s List for the
Fall 2014 Semester at West Chester University, West Chester, PA. Bridget is a junior,
majoring in Communication Sciences and
Disorders, with a Minor in Linguistics.
Students are named to the Dean’s List if
they maintain a semester GPA of 3.670 or
better, while carrying 12 or more credits.
Congratulations Bridget!
Semper Fi, Joe!
Joe Pizzillo of Sayreville was recently
promoted to the rank of Captain in the United
States Marine Corps. Joe is currently stationed in Romania. Congratulations, Capt.
Pizzillo!
Congratulations Charlotte!
Charlotte Sadowski of Sayreville has
recently retired after 31 years of dedicated
service at Rupp’s Ace Hardware in Sayreville. Here’s wishing you a happy retirement
in sunny Arizona! God Bless, Charlotte!
Remembering 2 Local Priests
We just saw a memorial listing of two
priests who had local connections. Father
Francis A. Kapica, 89 of Sayreville died on
March 5, 1997, and Father L. Roger LaBonte,
who was assigned to St. Mary’s for several
years, died on March 25, 2003. God Bless
them for their fine works!
Way To Go Len!
Former SA Times feature writer Len
Ambroziak officially retired from DuPont
recently after a grand total of 43 years and
11 months of dedicated service to the company! Wow! What a record! Congratulations Len, enjoy your retirement, and stolat
(Live to 100)!
(Continued on page 6)

Pleasant Little
Trivia
By Tom Burkard

1. South Amboy First Aid Squad Captain in
1972? a. John Ciszewski b. Roger Nelson
c. Elizabeth Leveille
2. In ’83, where was Auto Parts Kingdom
located in Sayreville? a. Rt. 9 North b. Rt.
35 South c. Washington Rd.
3. Where is Fred’s Bait & Tackle Shop
located in Sayreville? a. President Park b.
Melrose c. Morgan
4. In ’77, this South Amboy resident was
accepted into the Air Force Academy? a.
John Molarchik b. Francis Cheeseman c.
Mary Berger
5. This deli was located on Ridgeway Ave.
in South Amboy in 1988? a. Kurtz’s Corner
b. Corner Store c. Mary J.’s
6. South Amboy’s Postmaster in 1968? a.
John Howley b. Thomas Downs c. Charles
Mahoney
7. In 1990, this carpet and linoleum business
was located at Victory Plaza in Sayreville?
a. Star b. Superb c. Top-Line
8. South Amboy politician who was sworn in
as Middlesex County Freeholder in 1983? a.
William “Doc” O’Leary b. J. Thomas Cross
c. James Inman
9. Pastor of Our Lady of Victories Church
in 1982? a. Rev. Madura b. Rev. Urbanski
c. Rev. Dalton
10. Sayreville’s Council President for 1974?
a. Robert Bailey b. Thomas Kuberski c.
Alvin Jolly
11. In ’77, where was Instant Sparkle Car
Wash located in Sayreville? a. Rt. 9 b.
Bordentown Ave. c. Rt. 35 North
12. South Amboy Police Chief in 1982? a.
Leo McCabe b. Stephen Pavich c. Edward
O’Leary
Answers
1b 2a 3c 4b 5b 6a 7b 8b 9c 10a 11a 12c.

Thomas Reilly (c) is sworn in as South Amboy Councilman by Assemblyman Craig Coughlin
(l), as Tom’s niece Vicky Reilly (r) holds the Bible. (Photo/info courtesy of Mike Reilly)

Beagan To Coach Sayreille Football
By Steve Schmid

A native son will man the sidelines
this fall for Sayreville War Memorial High
School’s football team. Chris Beagan is returning to his alma mater to succeed George
Najjar whose program was rocked by a
hazing and sexual assault scandal that made
national headlines. The Board of Education
approved Beagan over 44 other candidates
for Najjar’s vacated head football coach
position. Beagan was also hired to begin
teaching physical education and health beginning in September. He was also hired to be
the high school’s strength and conditioning
coach and is now serving in that capacity.
Beagan is thrilled to be back at Sayreville
calling it a once in a lifetime opportunity to
coach one of New Jersey’s most successful
football programs. Beagan graduated from
Sayreville High School in 1990 and previously taught physical education and health at
the school. He was a defensive coordinator
on Najjar’s football staff. He was also the
head coach in wrestling.
Sayreville decided last month to permanently relieve Najjar of his head coaching
duties ending a tenure which led the Bomb-

ers to 20 straight state playoff appearances.
Najjar was also elected to the New Jersey
Football Coaches Hall of Fame. Beagan
spent the last 11 years at Monroe where he
won a Greater Middlesex Conference White
Division championship in 2008 as a first
year coach. He led the school to its first state
sectional championship in 2009. Before he
was named head coach, Beagan served as an
assistant at Monroe from 2004-07. Beagan
compiled a record of 39-33 at Monroe and
said the decision to leave that school was difficult because they gave him the opportunity
to be a head coach. He is looking forward
to his next challenge, leading the Bombers
back on the field this September.
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★ Business Of The Month ★
Mel’s Pet Parlor

Melanie Bellotto, owner of Mel’s Pet Parlor,
located at 137 Main St., Sayreville, proudly
shows the grooming she just finished on a
happy dog. (Photo by Tom Burkard)

Melanie Bellotto, owner of Mel’s Pet
Parlor, located at 137 Main St., Sayreville,
calls her business a place “Where your pet
feels at home.” Mel offers many different
services for pet lovers, and some of her
specialties include nail clips, hair dye, nail
polish, de-shedding treatment, medicated
baths. Mel is very creative when it comes
to haircuts, and your pet will come out
looking terrific with a new do! She also
offers cat services, and walk-ins are welcome. Mel’s Pet Parlor is open 6 days a
week, with late night available. Mel’s Pet
Parlor is currently offering a great discount
of $5 off on a groom. Remember, your pet
is in good and reliable hands with owner
Melanie Bellotto, who does an amazing
job grooming and caring for your pet.
If you prefer, you may call ahead for an
appointment at 732-307-2116, or if it is
more convenient, just walk-in at 137 Main
St., Sayreville.

EARLY MORNING BLAZE DESTROYS
SAYREVILLE STRIP MALL
by Staff Writer Rich Kosmoski

A report of a working fire was transmitted to the Sayreville Fire Department
at 5:25am on the morning of February 26.
Smoke was reported to be coming from the
strip mall located at 881 Main Street. The first
units on scene reported heavy fire coming
from the middle stores of the strip mall. The
fire completely destroyed the beauty parlor,
nail salon, and the liquor store while causing
smoke and some
structural damage to the stores on
either side.
Fire Chief Vincent Waranowicz reported
that, “We did not have enough water to be able
to put out the fire.” The fire was eventually
brought under control after a few hours of

battling the blaze. Firefighters remained on
scene most of the day cooling down hot spots
as they erupted. Firefighters were hampered
by the temperatures, which were in the mid
twenties and caused a build-up of ice on all
surrounding surfaces. Main Street, a major
thoroughfare in that area was closed most
of the day due to fire operations at the strip
mall. Fortunately there were no injuries reported by any of the firefighters. Mutual Aid
fire departments were called it from South
Amboy, East Brunswick, South River, Old
Bridge, Hopelawn, and North Stelton.
The cause of the fire is still to be determined as fire investigators continue to survey
the scene for possible causes.

Sayreville firefighters battled a huge strip mall blaze on Main Street recently. (Photo
courtesy of Rich Kosmoski)
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Yearbook-St. Mary’s 1984
By Tom Burkard

The 5th graders at Sacred Heart School, the elementary division of Raritan Bay Catholic
Preparatory in South Amboy, celebrated Pi Day by measuring all types of round food items
and then enjoyed eating every last bite! The highlight of the celebration was the Joy of Pi
contest where students had to recite as many digits of Pi they could remember. First place
was Madison Lopez with 56 digits, Kayla Pilapil with 53 digits, and Ana Quisimalin with 20
digits. Way to go 5th grade! (Photo/story submitted)

Jammin for
Jaclyn and Baby
Nicholas
Benefit Concert
April 25th
4pm-12am

$25 minimum donation includes :
Free Buffet, Live Music and Cash Bar
Adults only please.
Jaclyn Squillace Olsen, daughter of
Ron and Denise Morgan, is a 26 year old
new mother to Nicholas. When she was
5 months pregnant she was diagnosed
with Stage 3 Breast Cancer. All proceeds
raised will be used for ongoing medical
expenses and other expenses so that she
can concentrate on winning this battle.
Prayers and Positive Energy are much
appreciated.
Any Questions Please Contact Denise Morgan at 732-525-9536.

St. Mary’s High School was the place to
be, especially in the school year of 1984-85,
where numerous extracurricular activities
and social events were always happening.
Some of the fine faculty consisted of Rose
Caubet, Sr. Alicia Callan, Lori Feldman,
Nancy Csurbak, Judith Bucher, Sr. Veronica
Murray, Carol Reed, Nick Russo, Adele
Baluk.
The social calendar got under way with
“The Fall Ball,” and other happenings in ’84
were the 2nd Retreat Group going to Jackson
Valley Camp in Oxford, NJ in Oct. The Lebanon Retreat featured “What I Did For Love”
as its theme. The Christmas Ball was held at
the Dorian Manor, and of course St. Mary’s
held the fun-filled Christmas Party.
The Senior Senate was led by President
Sean Curtis, Vice-President Jay Mazzella,
Secretary-Kim Quirk, and other members:
Beth Sharkey, Randy Wilson, Jennifer Coe,
and Joe Byrne. Kim Bartkowicz was President of the Spanish Club, and Elaine Sarlo
was Editor-In-Chief of the yearbook, which
was dedicated to teacher Tom Tice.
There were many social activities after
the 1985 New Year. The Valentine’s Day
Ball, sponsored by the freshman class, was
held in the cafeteria, and Tracy Tice was
chosen Senior Class Queen. Other fun events
were the Computer Dating Game; the senior
Theology Class’ Simulated Marriage course,
and later a “Senior Marriage Ceremony.”
There was also “Family Feud,” The Twomey
Spring Classic Ping Pong Tournament, in
which Randy Wilson beat Tom Tice for the
A PRAYER FOR HEALING
Lord, you invited all who are burdened to come to
You. Allow your healing hand to heal me. Touch my soul
with Your compassion for others. Touch my heart with Your
courage and infinite love for all. Touch my mind with Your
wisdom, that my mouth may always proclaim Your praise.
Teach me to reach out to You in my need. Help me to lead
others to You by my example. Most loving heart of Jesus,
bring me health in my body and spirit so that I may serve
You with all my strength. Touch gently with this life that
you have created. Amen -T.B.

title; Senior Halfway Week; a play in March
called “Broadway Dreams”; a theater production, “Once Upon A Mattress”; Fashion
Show of ’85; the Senior Prom at Farrington
Manor, which had the theme “Still Loving
You” as its theme song; and the Senior/Parent dance.
Who could forget Brian Nash’s great
band, ONYXX and their first E.P. record?
SADD President was Zofia Milkowski.
Monet Burns was Editor of the “Reflections”
literary magazine.
In ’85, some of the biggest names in
music combined to record “We Are The
World” to benefit the starving people of
Ethiopia.
Some of St. Mary’s Class of ’85 members selected randomly are: Kenneth Benson,
Theresa Bien, Joanne Brady, George Francy,
Susan Hartney, Deidre Kelly, John Kulthau,
Robert Noble, Sandra McGowan, James
O’Connor, Ann Marie Orlowski, Janice
Peters, Ronald Redmond, Mark Roberts,
Christine Scupp, Elizabeth Sharkey, David
Skarzynski, Roseann Spitaletto, Kurt Stary,
Mary Witkowski, Michelle Zaleski, Jim
Crossnohere, Tom Dean, Jeff Taylor, John
Jeffrey, Catherine Savin, Gail Devine, Lisa
Rhoades, Renee Korbiak, Howard Harrington.
St. Mary’s Class of ’85 was a most
interesting blend of teenagers with bright
futures ahead.
PRAYER TO THE BLESSED VIRGIN
(Never known to fail) Oh, most beautiful flower of
Mt. Carmel, Fruitful vine, splendor of Heaven, blessed
Mother of the Son of God, Immaculate Virgin, assist
me in my necessity. Oh Star of the Sea, help me
and show me, herein you are my mother. Oh, Holy
Mary, Mother of God, Queen of Heaven and Earth! I
humbly beseech you from the bottom of my heart to
succor me in this necessity. There are none that can
withstand your power. Oh, show me herein you are
my mother. Oh Mary, conceived without sin, pray for
us who have recourse to thee (3 times). Holy Mary,
I place this cause in your hands (3 times). Say this
prayer for 3 consecutive days. You must publish it
and it will be granted to you. Thank you. -E.P.
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The St. Lawrence Knights of Columbus Council #10281 held its 25th Anniversary dinner
on March 7th at Yesterday’s Restaurant in Hazlet. (Photo by Gerri Kosloski)
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Ice Emergency Rescue Training
Photos by Tom Burkard

Firefighter Tom Kross is “rescued” by another Sayreville Firefighter, as instructors look on
during a 20-hour Ice Emergency Rescue Training session at the lake in Kennedy Park,
Sayreville.

This man is pulled on a sled to safety across the frozen lake at Kennedy Park in a simulated
“rescue.”

Talk Of The Towns
(Continued from page 2)

New Area Radio Show
A great new oldies radio station out
of Woodbridge, 107.9 WOLD-LP, is really
playing some excellent music and bringing
back good memories from days gone by. It
certainly is worth a listen, so check it out!
In Memoriam
Jacob John Ewtushek, formerly of South
Amboy died on Jan. 28, 2014. He worked at
Oyster Creek First Energy Corp. for 40 years,
starting as a lineman, and working his way
up to a Nuclear Electrician. “John” played
baseball for Hoffman HS in the 60’s, and
also was a member of the Mechanicsville
Hose Company’s 1964 South Amboy Babe
Ruth League championship team. Francis
“Frank” Dragotta, 61, formerly of South Amboy died on Jan. 21. He was a ’71 Hoffman
HS grad, and was owner/president of The
Dragotta Group, a construction company in
Morganville for 20 years. Mary Tier, 72, of
Parlin died on Feb. 25. Before retiring, she
was employed by Peterpank Diner for over
3 years. Dorothy Hudak, 64, of Parlin died
on Feb. 26. She was a member/Past Charter
President of St. Bernadette’s Columbiettes
Council 8478. Robert “Bob” Benson, 73,
of South Amboy died on March 7. He was
employed by St. Mary’s Church for 25 years
before retiring in ’07. Bob was also very active as an assistant scoutmaster and Weebles
Den Leader of Sacred Heart Cub Scouts, and
a leader of Boy Scout Troop 90 in Melrose.
Ruth Loniewski, 82, of Sayreville died on
March 9. She was the owner/operator of
Agora Beauty Salon in Parlin, and also a
Eucharistic Minister/CCD teacher at OLV.
Theresa Kolmansperger, 76, of Parlin died
on March 12. Her most recent job was as a
deli worker at Foodtown in South Amboy.
Elizabeth Sacher Welch, 61, formerly of
Parlin died on March 13. She retired from
the NJ State Police with the rank of Captain
in 2005, after 25 years of service. Charlotte
Ryan, 92, of South Amboy died on March
16. She was a kind-hearted lady, respected
and admired by all.
May they never be forgotten for all the
happiness they brought to friends and loved
ones throughout the years.

Great Day For The
Irish
At St. Patrick’s Day
Parade
(Continued from page 1)

Bert Baron-Special Honored Guest, Father Stanley Gromadzki-Special Honored
Guest.
The parade proceeded down the busiest
streets in town, as thousands of spectators,
caught up in the Irish spirit, cheered and
waved to the participants as they passed.
Candy was given and tossed out along the
streets to the delight of youngsters, who
scurried to pick up, and enjoy the treats.
The kids also loved the loud blasting of the
emergency vehicles in the parade.
There were countless people marching
in the parade, including fire companies,
first aid squads, rescue squads, veterans
and military personnel, schools, social
groups, fraternal organizations, businesses,
and more. There was 24 marching bands
entertaining the spectators along the parade
route, and in addition, 60-70 marching units,
and many beautifully-decorated floats and
vehicles, plus vintage antique vehicles.
One of the huge favorites of parade-goers,
Colonel D.B. Kelly Pipe & Drums received
cheers and applause throughout the town
for their superb music and precision marching/formations.
Local, county and state politicians, as
well as dignitaries enjoyed their day marching through South Amboy and waving to the
crowds. The parade lasted approximately 90
minutes, and as always was South Amboy’s
biggest event of the year. Everyone seemed
to have a wonderful time.
Congratulations to Parade Chairman/
City Councilman Michael “Mickey” Gross
and all who helped in any way, for another
phenomenal South Amboy St. Patrick’s
Day Parade!

Woman’s Group To
Meet
A Woman’s Group will meet at St. Mary
Church in St. Pat’s Hall on Sat., April 18
from 12:45-3 p.m. There will be a speaker
at 1 p.m., a presentation, with refreshments
and sharing to follow. RSVP to Karen at
732-546-8361.

South Amboy-Sayreville Times March 28, 2015 

1990’s-Henry Rinkewich (l) holds the ribbon as Mayor John T. O’Leary (r) does the cutting
honors at the Grand Opening of Henry’s new Raritan Barber Shop on Bordentown Ave.
(Photo submitted by Henry Rinkewich)

Henry Rinkewich, better known to locals as “Henry The Barber,” proudly shows his first license
from the Board of Barber Examiners, dated July 1, 1957. (Photo by Tom Burkard)

Henry The Barber Retires
By Tom Burkard

Henry “The Barber” Rinkewich, 84
years old, put away his hair-cutting clippers
for the last time, recently after 57 years as a
barber in South Amboy. Henry purchased
his first South Amboy barber shop on April
29, 1959, which was located on Feltus St.,
next to Spud’s Bar, later called the Brave
Bull, followed by Freddie’s SA Pub. On
April 1, 1972, Henry’s moved to Pine Ave.
He then moved to his final location on Bordentown Ave, and called it Henry’s Raritan
Barber Shop.
He was a great barber, loved and
respected by so many locals who were
regular patrons at Henry’s Raritan Barber
Shop. Although Henry has retired, the shop
will be in the very good hands, of Carmine
Moore, who comes to town, highly recommended, and has 26 years of experience in

the business.
Rinkewich said that “I wish him luck
and hope he does well. He should be getting
some of my customers.”
Carmine looks forward to serving the
residents of South Amboy and Sayreville
at his new business, which happens to be
named Carmine’s Barber Shop. If you’re
in need of a haircut, stop in and say hello
to Carmine.
Mary A. Snover shared a memory of
Henry’s Barber Shop, saying, “My dad went
to Henry faithfully, and dad is gone 35 years
this year. I have nice memories of bubble
gum and comic books, and watching him
cut dad’s hair.
Our best wishes for a happy retirement
go out to Henry, and congratulations on an
exemplary career!

Bookmark Design Contest
In celebration of National Library Week
the Friends of the Dowdell Library and the
Sadie Pope Dowdell Library are sponsoring a
“Bookmark Design Contest”. South Amboy
children between grades 1 & 8 are invited to
create their own bookmark design celebrating your library. Bookmark Contest winners
will be announced on April 12th,2015 in time
for the National Library Week Celebration.
4 Winners will receive gift cards from the
Friends of the Dowdell Library and have their
creations reproduced and distributed in the
library. All designs become the property of

the Dowdell Library and cannot be returned.
There is a limit of one entry per child. Visit
the Dowdell Library website www.dowdell.
org to download the entry form. All entries
must be received in person by March 31st,
2015 at the Dowdell Library. For futher
information please contact the Dowdell
Library at comments@dowdell.org or call
732-721-6060. The library is located at 100
Hoffman Plaza located off of O’Leary Blvd
adjacent to the High/Middle School. Library
hours are Mon-Tues-Thurs 10-8 Wed-Fri
10-5 Sat 12-4.

Sayreville Public Library Announcement
Meet Your Neighbors! Celebrate Italian-American Heritage, Part 6 in our Diversity Series hosted by the Sayreville Public
Library. Fun, entertaining and educational
for the whole family! Musical entertainment
by Sayreville’s own Patsy Palma. Special
guest Maria Mazziotti Gillian, a celebrated
author and poet, will share stories and poems
about growing up in Patterson, N.J. Her work
has been featured in the New York Times,
and she has been featured on several PBSTV programs. Join us on Saturday, May

16, 2015 from 1-4 PM. Event to be held at
the Sayreville Senior Center, 423 Main St,
Sayreville. Enjoy a gourmet olive oil tasting
accompanied by fresh Italian breads. This
program or service is funded in part by
Middlesex County Board of Chosen Freeholders, Middlesex County Cultural Heritage
Commission, with assistance thru a grant
provided by New Jersey State Council on the
Arts/Dept. of State. To register please visit:
www.sayreville.org or for more information
contact Leah or Marie at 732-727-02
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Golden Rule Christian Center and Preschool offers year round daycare and much more.
Pictured are some of the students, and in the back row Director Jenna Pagnotta (l) and
Teacher Michelle Lucovitz (r). For more information, see the Golden Rule Christian Center ad
on page 14 in this issue of The SA Times, or call 732-721-3887. (Photo by Tom Burkard)

THE EXCUSE OF IGNORANCE
By Elaine Holton Scott

Through the years, plastic of all kinds
has displaced the use of glass, waxed paper
products, wood, and various metals. The
reason for this is that plastic is very cheap
to manufacture, hence, making the manufacturer more profit. Unfortunately, plastic
cannot biodegrade, as biodegradable products are organic in composition. Plastic also
can never “go back to the earth” like items
made from metals or glass. In other words,
plastic seems to be forever. Already, discarded plastic has been choking our oceans,
killing both marine mammals and seabirds.
It’s also getting into our food chain. Yet,
there seems to be no governmental legislation to control it.
Being a child in the ‘50s, I can remember liquid dish detergent coming in plastic
bottles, but I can also remember detergent
flakes in cardboard boxes being used too.
Maybe shampoo had come in plastic bottles
but I don’t know, as my family had used
plain ole soap. So, other than those plastic dish detergent bottles, the little plastic
cartridge refills for the “new” refillable ink
pens, and the plastic hula hoops all of us
kids had years later in 1957, daily life had
been lived mostly plastic-free. We had even
unknowingly recycled as glass milk bottles
were returned to the milkman; Coca Cola
bottles were returned for their 2-cent deposit;
old newspapers were used to wrap kitchen
garbage; and paper bags from grocery stores
had lined kitchen garbage pails and covered
A PRAYER FOR HEALING
Lord, you invited all who are burdened to come to
You. Allow your healing hand to heal me. Touch my soul
with Your compassion for others. Touch my heart with Your
courage and infinite love for all. Touch my mind with Your
wisdom, that my mouth may always proclaim Your praise.
Teach me to reach out to You in my need. Help me to lead
others to You by my example. Most loving heart of Jesus,
bring me health in my body and spirit so that I may serve
You with all my strength. Touch gently with this life that
you have created. Amen -S.R.

Pancake Breakfast
March 29
The Sayreville Lions Club will hold
a Pancake Breakfast on Sunday, March 29
from 8 a.m. to 12 noon at Sayreville War
Memorial HS. Cost is $7 for adults and
$3 for children. Tickets are available from
Sayreville Lions Club members and can be
purchased at the door. All profits raised will
help fund local projects- high school awards,
scholarships, youth projects, helping those in
need and other community projects.

Bus Trip To
Doolan’s Shore
Club
The Thursday Senior Club of Sayreville
is sponsoring a trip to Doolan’s Shore Club on
Wed., May 13, to see the Legends In Music
show with Patsy Cline, Judy Garland, and
Neil Diamond. Tickets are $80 per person,
and include luncheon. For more info and
to reserve, call Ann at 732-254-7263. All
are welcome.

our school books.
Sadly, the 1950s, 1960s, and the 1970s
were decades when factories had polluted
both our waters with their slag and chemical
waste and the very air we had breathed by
their toxic emissions. At the same time, the
filthy black exhaust spewing from vehicle
tailpipes had been enough to choke a horse,
while coal-burning furnaces had only added
to the problem. In those years prior to the
establishment of the Environmental Protection Agency at the end of 1970, there was
so much pollution and sloppy carcinogen
waste disposal, it’s a wonder any of us had
survived. Yet, survive we did…with the
firsthand knowledge of what happens when
our environment is disrespected. That’s
what’s happening now.
There’s a saying, “If you talk the talk,
you better walk the walk,” but obviously
that’s not being done in our current supposedly earth-conscious society. While
advocates of “going green” urge all of us
to protect our earth, there continues to be
a never-ending stream of plastic, a product
which is already causing destruction. In the
‘50’s, ‘60’s, and ‘70’s, we had the excuse of
ignorance. What’s the excuse nowadays??
***A well-respected brand of liquid
laundry detergent has been marketing their
product by claiming to be “earth friendly.”
Ironically, that “earth friendly” detergent is
sold in not-so earth friendly plastic bottles.
Go figure…
PRAYER TO THE BLESSED VIRGIN
(Never known to fail) Oh, most beautiful flower of
Mt. Carmel, Fruitful vine, splendor of Heaven, blessed
Mother of the Son of God, Immaculate Virgin, assist
me in my necessity. Oh Star of the Sea, help me
and show me, herein you are my mother. Oh, Holy
Mary, Mother of God, Queen of Heaven and Earth! I
humbly beseech you from the bottom of my heart to
succor me in this necessity. There are none that can
withstand your power. Oh, show me herein you are
my mother. Oh Mary, conceived without sin, pray for
us who have recourse to thee (3 times). Holy Mary,
I place this cause in your hands (3 times). Say this
prayer for 3 consecutive days. You must publish it
and it will be granted to you. Thank you. -U.O.
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Gretchen Evigan (right center) donated a $600 check, and Christ Church another $100
check to Mary Szaro (left center), President of the Historical Society of South Amboy for
a contribution toward the historic preservation of Christ Church Cemetery records. (Photo
by Tom Burkard)

The South Amboy/Sayreville Rotary Club made a special presentation to the Slingerland
Family at a reception held at the Knights of Columbus Hall on Friday, February 27, 2015.
The Slingerlands suffered a devastating fire which destroyed their home. The reception was
hosted by the K of C Columbiettes. From left to right: Mr. Joseph Kurzawski, President, Mr.
Norman Slingerland, Mr. Michael Poll, Rotary Member and Mr. Michael Carlson, grandson
of the Slingerlands. Mrs. Maria Markisello (not shown) coordinated the event for the
Columbiettes. (Photo/info Submitted)

Raymond William Lotkowictz
Poquoson, Virginia
Raymond William Lotkowictz, passed
away Friday, February 27th, 2015. He was
born in South Amboy on July 20th, 1932
and graduated from Saint Mary’s School
in South Amboy and Middlesex County
Tri-Vocational Technical High School,
Perth Amboy, NJ. Upon his graduation in
1950, Ray enlisted in the Air Force. After
completing basic training he was sent to
Japan for two years, where he played in the
US Air Force Band, entertaining the troops
and dignitaries, such as the President of the
Philippines. When he returned to the U.S.,
he was stationed at Langley AF Base and assigned to the AF band there. While there he
met his wife, Laura Ferguson of Poquoson.
They married in 1955 and moved to New
Jersey, where they lived until their return to
Virginia in 1976. Following his discharge
from the Air Force, he was employed in
New Jersey as an Electronic Technician for
Airborne Accessories, Gulton Industries,
Bendix Aviation, and was Plant Manager
of Educasting Systems. He attended the
Hartnett School of Music in New York City,
NY, and played saxophone and clarinet in
many local clubs and for weddings in New
Jersey.
He enjoyed the purchase, renovation,
resale, and rental of homes and commercial
real estate in both NJ and VA, including the
historic Roquin Plantation in Brunswick
County, VA. He was a licensed real estate
broker, owning and operating Olde York
Realty, Inc. in Yorktown, VA for a number
of years prior to full time retirement.
Ray is survived by his wife Laura
Ferguson Lotkowictz; daughter Justine and

son-in-law Guy Wilson; grandchildren, Alex
(wife Alison), Coryn, and Michael Wilson;
brother, Joseph Lotkowictz of South Amboy;
and numerous nieces and nephews.
He was preceded in death by his parents, Isadore and Anna Jacobs Lotkowictz
of South Amboy; sisters, Marion Hammond
& husband Floyd of Lakeland, FL, Agnes
Soos, and Helen Schlacht of South Amboy;
brothers, William Lotkowictz and wife
Marie of Largo, FL, Sylvester Lotkowictz
and wife Elizabeth of New Brunswick, NJ,
and Edward Lotkowictz and wife Mary
of South Plainfield, NJ; and sister-in-law
Ann Dill Lotkowictz, wife of his last living
sibling Joseph.
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WWW.?

This is another easy one for our avid “Mystery Photo” contest players. This structure is
located in South Amboy or Sayreville. Send your answers in to: satimes@aol.com.

February Winners
As predicted, last month’s photo was
an easy one, and we had quite a few winners who identified the photo as either
English Chevron or most recently All Car
Tech (which many called Dan & Dave’s
after the two owners). Congratulations
to the following winners: Nonnie Nonnemacher, Ed Paczkowski, Chuck Pickard,
Bill & Pat Scully, Marie English, Dennis
Quinlan, Jay McKeon, Joan Gorczyca,
George Krzyzanowski, Gerry Sherry,
Don Zrebiec, Michael Greenhaus, Shiloah
Sanford, Estelle Pluskota, Jerry Celecki,
Lisa Grankowski, W. Tom Kross, Kelly

Heinz, Pete McIntyre, Judy Zdanewicz, Jim
Rehfuss, Joan Fulham, Mary Agnes Morris,
Tom Harrigan, and Lynn Loy, who said, “My
son worked for Auto Parts Kingdom at the
time of this photo, and said it might be their
truck delivering parts.”
Several incorrect answers were Rich’s
Getty in Sayreville, Fred’s Sunoco, Citgo
Station, English Sunoco (there was an
English Sunoco on South Broadway & John
St. years before this photo which was taken
in the early 70’s, and courtesy of Joanne
Katko), Murphy’s Garage, and Steve’s Shell
in Sayreville.

Person From
1920’s Identified

Whatever
Happened To?

The unidentified gentlemen in last
month’s “Long, Long Ago” photo has
been identified as John Andrejewski, by
his relative Ray Andrejewski of California,
who is an avid SA Times reader. Thank
you, Ray!

Area Public
Schools Receive
YMCA Garden
Grant
[MIDDLESEX COUNTY, NJ, March
19, 2015] – The YMCA of Metuchen,
Edison, Woodbridge & South Amboy is
excited to announce that twelve area public
schools recently received grants to support
school garden projects. The grants are part
of the YMCA’s Healthy Futures Initiative,
which is focused on building awareness
for children and their families about the
benefits of nutrition and physical activity.
The initiative is funded through a grant
from the Stop & Shop Family Foundation.
Build with Purpose, a Metuchen nonprofit,
worked with the YMCA to facilitate the
school grant program.
Grants were awarded in February to
twelve schools located in communities
served by the YMCA of Metuchen, Edison,
Woodbridge & South Amboy. Five middle
schools, four elementary schools and three
high schools each received grants of up to
$2,000. Grants will support a variety of
school garden projects, including installation of new vegetable and flower gardens,
upgrades and improvements to existing
gardens, greenhouse projects and school
beautification. The projects provide handson learning opportunities for the students as
well as outdoor learning environments.
“We are thrilled to be able to provide
these grants to our area public schools,” said
Rose Cushing, YMCA District Executive
Child Care Director. “Gardens provide a
unique opportunity for learning as well
as physical activity. We are excited that
so many students will benefit from these
grants and garden projects.”
For more information contact Rose
Cushing, District Executive Director,
Child Care, YMCA of Metuchen, Edison,
Woodbridge & South Amboy at 732516-9200, ext. 1109, or Rose.Cushing@
ymcaofmewsa.org.

Last month we were trying to track down
former locals who attended South Amboy
and Sayreville schools. Pat McDonough
according to former neighbor George Kern
is “an attorney in California.” Way to go,
Pat! Tom Triggs is the former pastor of St.
Mary’s Church in Colts Neck; According
to SA Times feature writer, Elaine Holton
Scott, “Brian Splan is living in Florida, and
Jim Doyle resides in California.” Do you
have any old friends or schoolmates, who
you haven’t seen or heard from in years and
wonder where they are? Send their names in
to us, and also your name, and we will print
it and hope some of our readers can help you
out. Send to satimes@aol.com.
Does anyone know where the following
are these days; Bob Duffy, Mary Matusek,
Steve Skarzynski, Tom Dowd, Rich Beyer,
Alan Sidlowski, Joe Cuprizinski, Kevin
Homan, Ed Sharp? If you have any info on
their whereabouts let us know at: satimes@
aol.com.

Golf Outing May 14
South Amboy Knights of Columbus
Council 426 hold their annual golf outing Thursday May 14 at Cruz Farms Golf
Course in Farmingdale. Registration begins
at 8:30 a.m. with tee-off at 9 a.m. Cost is
$90 which includes 18 holes, golf cart,
lunch, dinner, and many prizes. For more
information call Ray at 732-721-2025 or
Wayne at 732-406-2340.
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Cardinal McCarrick held its second annual Science Symposium this year on Feb.4th, 2015.
The following students came in First Place: Freshman-Ryan Phillips, Adriana Ramirez and
Jeremis Sanchez for their work on Hydration of plants using various liquids with different
pH levels liquids. Sophomore-There was a tie for first place-Adrian Genao, Jared McRae,
Matt Raite, and Patrik Haleki for their work on Calorimetry and Baked vs. Fired Snacks
and Bryan Harris, Elijah Mitchell, Josh Green and Gilberto Cue for their work on Newton’s
Law of Motion and Marbles. Junior- Doraliza Urena, Desire Dortrait and Kasia Kasztelan
for their work on Does Soda Effect Bone Structure. Senior-Mark Farrell, Jon Perez and
Will Corman for their work on Measuring Sugar with a Laser. Congratulations to all of the
winners. (Photo/info Submitted)

SAFD Golf Outing
The SAFD 125th Anniversary Committee 2015 Golf Outing will be held on Monday,
April 27 at the Glenwood Country Club, 1655
U.S. Highway 9, Old Bridge. Cost is $110 per
golfer. Early Bird registration; Non-Golfer
19th Hole Luncheon; Registration is at 8
a.m., and a Shotgun Start at 9 a.m.
For more info or to purchase tickets,
contact Mike Geraltowski 848-250-9903;
Anne Marie Trapp 732-207-2848; Kevin
Riley 732-715-1006 or email: SAFD125th@
gmail.com, or see any member of the
SAFD.

Blood Drives in
Sayreville
Two community Blood Drives will be
held in Sayreville. The first one is on Sunday,
March 29 from 8 a.m. to 12 noon on the bus
mobile in the Sayreville War Memorial HS
(Washington Rd.) parking lot.
On April 6 another Blood Drive will
take place at the Sayreville Emergency
Squad, 776 Washington Rd., from 2-8 p.m.
Walk-ins are welcome at both Blood Drives.
Bring your ID and remember to eat before
you donate. For more info call 1-800-933BLOOD

Anti-Bullying Assembly
On Monday, February 9th at Raritan
Bay Catholic Preparatory School in South
Amboy, Sacred Heart School students from
grades Kindergarten through 8th grade participated in “The Power of One” Assembly,
focusing on anti-bullying practices and
techniques. The Power of One is a series
of skits presented by actors who use boxes,
colors, and masks to vividly portray what
bullying is, what can be done about it, and
how every child has the power of one, the
power to report and deal with bullying when
he/she sees it.
The Power of One Assembly explains
the roles in bullying: Bully, Target, and Bystander, shows vivid examples of different
types of bullying: Physical, Verbal, Exclusion, and Cyber bullying, alerts children
that Targets need help and intervention,
encourages students not to be bystanders,
emphasizes the need for individual action to
make the community a safer, better place, and

refers children to parents, adults, and teachers
for further assistance and instruction.
The set for the Power of One consisted
of a series of boxes that fit inside each other
like a Russian egg. Each box is a different
color: green, purple, yellow, and white,
representing the different roles in the bullying process.
Following the color scheme of the boxes,
the actors put on a green mask when they
play the Bully, a purple mask when they
play the Target, and a yellow mask for the
Bystander.
The highlight of the performance was
when one of our SHS students looked into
the Power of One box (which contains a
mirror) and saw themselves!
At the end of the assembly, all of the
students took the Power of One anti-bullying oath and signed a Pledge Poster to do
their best to combat bullying everywhere
around them.

SOUTH AMBOY ELEMENTARY
ACADEMIC ACHIEVEMENT FOR MP 2
2014/2015 FOURTH GRADE-HONOR ROLL WITH DISTINCTION: Gabrielle
Cruz, Claudia Hanarz, Jillian Juhass, Emily Kamor, Sara Lukie, Jeet Patel HONOR
ROLL: Ashlie Andersen, Gabriel Albarran,
Angel Barillas, Jada Berry, Jianny Caraballo,
Shannon Coman, Gianna Gawroriski, Kevin
Gemian, Kenneth Herman, Jonathan Kaplan,
Aminah Khan, Sawvera Khan, Emmanuella Louis, Dylan Lozano, Skylar Matteo,
Matthew McGee, Brianna Moehl, Lauren
Mullen, James Murphy, Evalise Perez,
Franchesca Sambucci, Christian Smith,

Nicholas Szatkowski, Dakota Templeton,
Isabella Vargas, Karlee Weber, Tiffany Wen
FIFTH GRADE-HONOR ROLL WITH
DISTINCTION: Emily Drill, Cori LaVigne,
Tatjana Roessle, Stefan Trailovic, Alexandra
Zaretsky HONOR ROLL: Angie Aquino,
Isabella Bielinski, Katie Breur, Louis DeGrazia, Adam Eldeeb, Vanessa Frimpong,
Makayla Jones, Skylar Krass, Alexis Moakler, Carolyn Nemeth, Zackary Pawlik, Lucia
Racioppi, Calum Russell, Anthony Vella,
Jonathan Wen, Raquel Yanez

Sacred Heart Students participate in The Power Of One Assembly at Raritan Bay Catholic
Preparatory School in South Amboy. On stage are Michael Maciorowski (Grade 7), Dominic
Afriyie (Grade 8), Ashley Sofilkanich (Grade 4), Megan Lawson-Levy (Grade 4), and Patrick
Berry-Lozado (Grade 5). (Photo/info Submitted)
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Vendor Fair
March 28

Polka Band At
Sayreville

The South Amboy Elks will hold a
Vendor Fair on Sat., March 28 from 1-6
p.m. at the South Amboy Elks Lodge, 601
Washington Ave., South Amboy. FREE
ADMISSION, and there will be light refreshments available for purchase. For more info
go to: saelks784@yahoo.com or contact
Terri Tierney.

GB’s Polka Band will perform on Wed.,
April 1 at the Senior Center on Main St. in
Sayreville, starting at 7 p.m. The event is
sponsored by The Cultural Arts Council of
the Borough of Sayreville. Admission is
FREE, and there will be light refreshments.
All ages are welcome. Any questions call
732-690-4712.

Way Back When

Save The Date For Elvis
There will be a sighting at St. Stan’s
on Sat., May 16 in St. Stan’s Gym, 225
MacArthur Ave., Sayreville. Their Elvis
Tribute Show features headliner Las Vegas
“Craig Newell.” The Buffet Dinner and
Show starts at 8 p.m., and doors open at 6
p.m. Casual dress, and cost is $30 per person
and cash bar.

Please reserve your table early. You
don’t want to miss this show! A night to
enjoy with the memorable music of Elvis.
For tickets and more info, please call: Connie-732-651-6391; Bernie-732-257-3077;
Church Office-732-254-0212. St. Stan’s
Rosary Altar Society would like to thank
you for your support!

If you can remember this popular restaurant on Route 35 South in the Melrose section of
Sayreville, you’ve been around for quite some time. Georgette’s Restaurant was a popular
stop for many people traveling to the Jersey shore every summer. This photo appears to
have been taken in the 1940’s. (Photo courtesy of Anna Harris Friberg)

1985-30 years ago The Raritan Diner, one of the most popular business in South Amboy
history is loaded and ready to move from “The Pleasant Little City.” (Photo courtesy of
Henry Rinkewich)
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Sayreville Strip Mall Fire Victims
Relocate
By Steve Schmid

St. Stanislaus Kostka School 3rd grade student Emilia Dolinski (l) and 5th grade student
James Kelly (r) were awarded 1st place in the K of C Substance Abuse Awareness Poster
Contest at the local level, and will be competing at the state level. (Photo/info courtesy of
Magdalene Florczak)

The February 26 fire which raged
through the Sayreville strip mall at 881
Main St has shown strength and resliance of
local merchants. Three of those businesses
have relocated and are able to continue serving customers. Dana Fischer is the owner of
Isabella’s Hair Salon. She says she is elated
to be back in business so soon at her new
location at 152 Main St. Sayreville. She was
heartsick to see the mall damage, but is happy
how everyone got together to get the salon
up and running in two days. Fischer said it
was fortunate a vacant hair salon was readily available since her customers still have a
place to go. The phone number at Isabella’s
is still 732-952-5475. Jackie Viola, owner of
Furry N’ Fabulous Pet Salon, is ecstatic she

found a new location at the same address at
152 Main St. Sayreville. She is happy her
customers can still be served. The phone
number is still 732-313-7800. Tom Le is the
owner of Be Be Nails. He has temporairly
located his business to 1009 King George
Ave. in Colonia. Le is glad to be able to serve
his customers but hopes to return when the
mall is repaired. The phone number is 732726-0225. Roberts Cleaners sustained smoke
and water damage. The clothing inside the
store was taken to a restoration company.
Anyone who may have clothing there can
call 201-220-1775. The Quick Check store
also suffered smoke and water damage.
The store is expected to reopen the end of
March or April.

Obituary
Paul Frederick Kurtz, 74, of Statesville, NC, formerly of Forked River, NJ,
died Monday, March 23, 2015, at Gordon
Hospice House.
He was born August 30, 1940, in
South Amboy, New Jersey, and was the
son of the late Frederick and Helen Hatter
Kurtz.  He was a graduate of Rider University in Lawrenceville, NJ, and retired
auditing manager with the State of New
Jersey, Office of Legislative Services.  He
was a U.S. Marine Corp veteran and of
the Catholic faith. He was active at the
Iredell Senior Center and a life member
and former officer and treasurer of BPOE
#2518 in Lacey, NJ.
He is survived by his wife, Claire
Becza Kurtz, whom he married on March
18, 1979; a son, Christopher (Jane) Kurtz;
two grandchildren, Declan and Abrielle
Kurtz, all of London, Kentucky; and a
brother, John D. (Francine) Kurtz of Wellington, Florida.
Memorial services celebrating Paul’s
life will be held at a later date.
Condolences may be sent to the family
online atwww.bunchjohnsonfuneralhome.
com.

In lieu of flowers, memorial contributions may be made to The Wounded Warriors Project, P.O. Box 758517, Topeka,
KS  66675.
Bunch-Johnson Funeral Home,
Statesville, NC, is entrusted with the arrangements.

Spring Is Here Finally!
By Steve Schmid

The long cold winter of 2014-15 is
history and local residents are happy to say
goodbye. February was the third coldest
in New York City history in 146 years of
record keeping. In the 28 days of February
at Newark Airport, not one day averaged
above average with many days recording
single digit temperatures. Spring arrived
March 20 with promise of longer days and
warmer temperatures. Nine year old South
Amboy resident Breanna Ruiz said, “I love
spring and I’m glad its here.”: Her Father
Rafael Ruiz echoed those thoughts, “Spring

is great and I’m looking forward to summer.”
Christine Solasky of South Amboy is glad
the snow has melted. “You better believe I
don’t want to see any more snow.” Mary
Ann Smetana of Sayreville is also happy to
see the season change. “ All the people I’ve
spoken to are ready for spring. We’re glad
to put the shovels away.” Myrna DeFoe of
Parlin says spring means Easter is coming
soon. “I’m happy that spring is here. It symbolizes to me the resurrection of our Lord. In
winter things are dormant and spring means
renewed life.” DeFoe added.

Here’s a last look at a very tough winter for locals. This photo was taken at Bailey Park in
Sayreville. (Photo by Tom Burkard)

Teddy, the owner of Ocean Bay Diner on Rt. 35 South in Morgan (c) in white shirt, is
pictured with the South Amboy/Sayreville Waterfront Park People, who meet for coffee
once a week during the winter, so they have a warm place to go for a couple of hours to
chat. (Photo/story by Joe Lotkowictz)
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Rory Kelly
Releases
New Video

#1 Pop Hits
March 28

Rory Kelly, son of former South Amboy resident and phenomenal drummer
Mike Kelly, recently released an excellent
new video on youtube.com titled, “Final
Sunshine” video. Rory’s three piece group
also features his dad Mike, who continues
to club the kits with the best in the business.
Great job guys!

2007-Glamorous-Fergie with Ludacris
1990-Black Velvet-Alannah Miles
1983-Billie Jean-Michael Jackson
1978-Night Fever-The Bee Gees
1966-The Ballad Of The Green Berets-SSgt.
Barry Sadler
1958-Catch A Falling Star-Perry Como

Phillips Works With
Irish Band

1985-This young band of musicians called “The New Breed” is pictured at rehearsal in the
Dill backyard, known as “The Ponderosa” in South Amboy. The musicians (l-r) are Frank
Lijoi-bass, Mike Sharp-lead vocals and guitar, Frankie Dill-lead vocals and guitar, and Jim
Nemeth-drums (hidden in back). New Breed played together from 1984-85, and their
playlist included Deep Purple, Sabbath, Ozzy, Zeppelin, and Clapton covers. (Photo/info
courtesy of Frankie Dill)

Former South Amboy resident John
Phillips has been working with a pub band
from Ireland called BORU, which you can
see on youtube.com. John, an expert on
the keyboards recently recorded old Irish
classics, “Galaway Bay,” “Peggy O’Neill,”
“Peg O’ My Heart,” and “Rose of Tralee.”
Congratulations, John!

#1 Country HitsMarch 28
2005-That’s What I Love About SundayCraig Morgan
1998-Nothin’ But The Taillights-Clint
Black
1986-What’s A Memory Like You-John
Schneider
1971-After The Fire Is Gone-Conway
Twitty-Loretta Lynn
1969-Only The Lonely-Sonny James
1957-There You Go-Johnny Cash

Kim Carling (l) of Sayreville had the chance of
a lifetime, when she met her all-time favorite
entertainer, Bret Michaels (r) of the band
“Poison.” The big moment took place at The
Pool at Harrah’s in Atlantic City. (Photo/info
courtesy of Kim Carling)

You Tube-In

1985-The New Breed band is pictured in a publicity photo. From (l-r) is Jim Nemeth, Frank
Lijoi, Mike Sharp and Frankie Dill. (Photo/info courtesy of Frankie Dill)

2000’s-2015-The legendary Brian
Wilson released a new CD titled “No Pier
Pressure.” A really good song/video to check
out is “The Right Time,” which he performs
with his old Beach Boys buddies Al Jardine
and David Marks…2013-In January, Glenn
Campbell recorded his last song, “I’m Not
Gonna Miss You,” and it’s a very poignant
tune/video about Campbell who suffers from
Alzheimer’s. Campbell fans should not miss
this one…2004-Bowling For Soup had a #23
hit, titled “1985.”…
1990’s-“(Can’t Live Without) Your
Love and Affection” by Nelson reached
the #1 spot in 1990. Great song by Ricky
Nelson’s twin sons…1998-“Iris” by The Goo
Goo Dolls went to the top of the Billboard
chart…
1980’s-A 1982 song that tells it all,
“Falling Out Of Love,” is a little known
uncharted song by John Denver that’s worth
a listen…”Come On Eileen” by Dexys Mid-

Did You Know?
South Amboy music man Michael Romeo released his first solo album in 1994,
and then started the band Symphony X. The
song “Paradise Lost” is a pretty good tune.

night Runners was a big #1 hit in 1983…
1970’s-Don McLean’s “American Pie”
became one of the best known songs in history as it peaked at #1 in 1971…How about
the 1977, #1 hit “Night Fever” by The Bee
Gees?”…”My Sweet Lord” by George Harrison naturally reached #1 in the nation…
1960’s-Take a look at the first episode
of “The Johnny Cash Show,” in 1969 that
featured a very young Bob Dylan singing “I
Threw It All Away.”…”Alice’s Restaurant”
by Arlo Guthrie” in 1965 never cracked the
Top 40, but he is still on tour this year celebrating his 50th Anniversary of the song…
Country-“I Hope It Rains” is a fine 2013
tune by Jana Kramer.
Give a listen to “Somewhere Else” by
Lydia Loveless. It’s a pretty good song
reminiscent of the 60’s folkie type music.

Do You Remember?
The excellent Satan’s Jury band that
played all around our local area back in
the 70’s. Recently we got a chance to hear
two terrific recordings from the group back
in the day, titled, “Time To Realize,” and
“Sunshine Morning,” both written by Mike
Glinsky. Really cool stuff guys!

Music Trivia
Love
By Tom Burkard

1. Lovin’ You
a. The Spencer Davis Group
2. Love Hurts
b. Air Supply
3. Love Stinks
c. The Young Rascals
4. Love Is A Beautiful Thing
d. Minnie Ripperton
5. Love Is All Around
e. Bon Jovi
6. Love Can Make You Happy
f. Elvis Presley
7. Love Will Lead You Back
g. Taylor Dane
8. Gimme Some Lovin
h. Mercy
9. You Give Love A Bad Name
i. Nazareth
10. All Out Of Love
j. The Beatles
11. After The Lovin’
k. The Four Aces
12. Love Is A Many Splendored Thing
l. Engelbert Humperdinck
13. All You Need Is Love
m. The B-52’s
14. Love Me Tender
n. Captain & Tennille
15. Love Will Keep Us Together
o. J. Geils Band
16. Love Shack
p. The Troggs
Answers
1d 2i 3o 4c 5p 6h 7g 8a 9e 10b 11l 12k 13j 14f 15n 16m.

South Amboy-Sayreville Times March 28, 2015 15

School Sports
By Tom Burkard

Angotti Selected
All-State
Sayreville’s top bowler A.J. Angotti,
who helped the Bombers to the Group III
state championship was selected to 2nd Team
All-State by The Star Ledger. Congratulations, A.J.!

Bozzella Leads
Seton Hall
To First Title

Zebrowski Wins
Gold
For Seton Hall
Seton Hall University’s freshman
standout swimmer, Matthew Zebrowski, of
Sayreville won the gold medal in the Men’s
200 Butterfly at the Big East Swimming &
Diving Championships held in Ithaca, NY.
The champion came in with a very fine time
of 1:49:33. Congratulations Matthew!

Former St. Mary’s High School girls’
basketball coach, and now head coach of
Seton Hall University, Tony Bozzella led
the Lady Pirates to their first Big East title
by beating Butler, 85-76 after trailing by
7 points with 0:50 seconds left. The Hall
improved to (28-5) overall, and (15-3) in the
Big East, where they were seeded #1. This
is the first time in 20 years that Seton Hall
has gone to “The Big Dance.”

Eagles Join 20 Win Club
By Ed Twomey

This year’s Cardinal McCarrick/St.
Mary’s boys’ basketball team became the
15th team in school history to win 20 games
or more in a season, as they finished with
a superb (21-5) record under rookie coach
Ben Gamble.
Cardinal McCarrick/St. Mary’s 20 Win
Seasons are as follows:
1927-28-Coach Charlie Eppinger
(21-4), Leading Scorer-John Zdanewicz;
1941-42-Coach John Zdanewicz (22-8),
Leading Scorer-John “Bing” Miller; 194546-Coach Charlie Eppinger (23-4), Leading
Scorer-Dan Fuller; 1968-69-Coach Don
Coveleski (21-4), Leading Scorer-Jim McCloud; 1969-70-Coach Sandy Fishman (206), Leading Scorer-George Krzyzanowski;
1979-80-Coach Bob Howarth (25-3), Leading Scorer-Dan Kudelka; 1997-98-Coach Joe
Lewis (20-5), Leading Scorer-EdMcCabe;
2002-03-Coach Joe Lewis (23-6), Leading
Scorer-Mika Wilson; 2003-04-Coach Joe
Lewis (21-5), Leading Scorer-Kevin Oliveri;
2004-05-Coach Joe Lewis ((23-5), Leading
Scorer-Kevin Oliveri; 2007-08 Coach Joe

Lewis (24-5), Leading Scorer-Mike Burwell;
2008-09-Coach Joe Lewis (20-7), Leading
Scorer-Julio Rosario; 2010-11 Coach Joe
Lewis (22-8), Leading Scorer-Williams;
2011-12 Coach Joe Lewis (22-7), Leading Scorer-Townes; 2014-15-Coach Ben
Gamble (21-5), Leading Scorer-NyQuan
McCombs.
*There are no complete records for
Charlie Eppinger’s teams between 1921-27.
We know that all of those teams had winning
seasons, and that his 1924-25 team started
the year (10-0) before newspaper reporting
ended. There was a strong probability that
the teams coached by Eppinger and John
Zdanewicz would have more 20-win seasons
if they played the same amount of games that
the modern teams do. For example, the teams
coached by Joe Lewis averaged 26 games
a year, while those coached by Charlie Eppinger averaged 21 games a year. Eppinger
and Zdanewicz had 9 seasons combined of 16
or more wins, which most likely would have
been 20 or more in modern scheduling.

College Notebook
Olivia Gorczynski (Cardinal McCarrick) finished a brilliant basketball career
at Chestnut Hill College (10-16) by scoring
over 1,000 points. This season, she was
#1 in scoring with 354 points, 14.2 avg.,
and also tops in steals 43, and 3-point field
goals-61, and 3-point shooting pct.359…
Freshman Steve Herdman (South Amboy)
had an excellent season at FDU-Florham
(2-23). The talented guard led the team in
3-point field goal percentage with a .493,
was 2nd in assists with 60, 3rd in steals24, and #3 in scoring with 274 points, 11.0
avg…Bryant Webb (Sayreville) finished his
stellar collegiate career with 1,096 points at
Middlesex County College (22-8). He was
a 1st Team All-Garden State Athletic Conference choice. The 6-2 standout averaged
23.4 points per game, and 5.4 rebounds,
while shooting .521 from the floor, .770 on
the free throw stripe, and .399 from 3-point
range…Maggie Presnal (Cardinal McCarrick/St. Mary’s) led Marywood University
(16-11) in rebounds with 192, 7.4 avg, and
also FG pct. .486. She also was 2nd in points222, 8.5 avg. One of this year’s highlights
was when she hauled down her 500th career
rebound, quite an accomplishment in only 3
years. In the ECAC Division III South Region Women’s Basketball Championships,
Marywood lost to Moravian College 64-59
in OT. Presnal had her 5th double double of
the season with 13 points and 15 rebounds
in her final collegiate game… Former South
Amboy resident Greg Wyzykowski is in
his 7th season as head coach of Seton Hall
University’s women’s tennis team. The

Lady Pirates are currently (3-4) and showing lots of promise…Alyson McDonough
(Sayreville) had a fine year at FDU-Florham
(29-2) at press time, with 385 points, 12.4,
both 2nd on the team, and #1 in assists with
107…Jackie Rodriguez (Sayreville) led William Paterson (14-12) in 3-pointers with 55,
and also 3-point shooting pct. With a .367
mark. She also finished 2nd in points-249,
11.9 avg…Jen Shereyka (Cardinal McCarrick) ended an excellent collegiate basketball
career at Middlesex County College (MCC),
finishing 2nd in 3-pointers with 49, and
3 point pct.-.331. MCC finished with a
superb (22-6)…Other locals at MCC were
Brittany Clayton (Cardinal McCarrick/St.
Mary’s) 3.9 ppg…Caitlyn Norek (Cardinal
McCarrick/St. Mary’s) 2.2 ppg…Madison
McNally (Cardinal McCarrick/St. Mary’s)
2.2 ppg…Lauryn Materowski (Cardinal
McCarrick/St. Mary’s) 3.1 ppg…Gabrielle
Cassiere (Sayreville) 1.9 ppg…Shana Anderson (South Amboy) 1.5 ppg…Tara Inman
(Holmdel) has seen limited playing time with
Seton Hall University (28-5). She’s scored 30
points and pulled in 24 rebounds…Christian
Campbell (Sayreville) is playing shortstop
for Rutgers U. (3-12). He is batting .208
with 10 hits, 3 doubles, and 3 RBI…Jenny
Kuziemski Palmateer (Hoffman), head coach
at Monmouth University finished with a (1318) mark…Rhonda Rompola (Sayreville),
head coach at SMU had a tough year, as
her club turned in a(7-23) record…Jake
Campbell (Sayreville) who pitched 4 years
at Montclair State, is now the pitching coach
at Rutgers-Newark…

Boys Basketball
Cardinal McCarrick/St. Mary’s (21-5)
It was an awesome year for the Eagles and
rookie coach Ben Gamble. The Blue &
Gold was led by NyQuan McCombs and
Gilberto McCue.
Sayreville (12-14) Jehyve Floyd was
the Bombers big gun this season, and he
received plenty of help from Mike Valentin,
Jahsim Floyd, and Jayson DeMild.
South Amboy (11-14) The Guvs were
led by top scorer Ryan O’Leary, a soph, Tim
Kales, and Kehare Ford.
Girls Basketball
Sayreville (19-5) The Bombers had
an outstanding season under rookie coach
Janet Ust-Cook. Soph Isi Enahoro led the
team with a 12-point scoring average. Senior Amanda Quintero scored 8 points per
game, and topped the club with 110 rebounds
on the year. Ryane Brush average 8 ppg.,
Nuru Sbeah 5.5 ppg., Morenike Akinrefon

5.5 ppg., Jasmine Van Note 5.2 ppg. Also
contributing big time was Megan Quinlan,
Lianne Villano, Patrice Harding, as well
as senior Emma Denby, the team’s best
defensive guard.
South Amboy (13-8) Amanda LaVigne,
Beth Kudelka, Kyra Kuhn and Beth Noble
had standout seasons for the Lady Guvs.
Cardinal McCarrick (11-8) The Lady
Eagles top players this year were Savannah
Valentin, Brianna Collado, Joyce Loda, Samantha Napoli, and Victoria Zayas.
Boys Bowling
Sayreville-This talented Group III state
championship team was ranked #4 in the state
by the Star Ledger’s for its final Top 20.
Girls Bowling
Sayreville-The Sayreville girls had an
excellent season, and attained the rank of
#18 in the state by The Star Ledger for its
final Top 20.

NJSIAA State Tournament
Girls Basketball
CJ Group IV
First Round
Sayreville 54 West Windsor-Plainsboro
41-Isi Enahoro tossed in 14 points, and
Amanda Quintero 11 points and 8 rebounds
for the Bombers.
Quarterfinals
Colts Neck 53 Sayreville 39-The #11
seeded Colts upset #3 seed Sayreville, despite
Ryane Bush’s 16 points.
CJ Group I
Quarterfinals
Bound Brook 65 South Amboy 51-#5
seeded Bound Brook ended the Lady Guvs
exciting basketball season.
Non-Public B South
St. Rose 79 Cardinal McCarrick/St.
Mary’s 31.
Boys Basketball
Non-Public B South
First Round

Porcaro Wins
Region 5
Crown
Sayreville heavyweight wrestling
standout Anthony Porcaro won the Region 5
championship in the 285-pound class by defeating Stefanos Karpontinis of Notre Dame,
3-1. Also in Region 5, his brother Michael
Porcaro lost a tough one in the 220-pound
class, 3rd Place Consolation bout, falling to
Abraham Saavedra, of Bound Brook.
Anthony Porcaro went on to finish 5th
place at the NJSIAA Wrestling Championships, by defeating Davontae Randall
of Paulsboro, 3-1 in overtime. Anthony
whose goal was to finish in the top 8 in the
tournament, will be back again next season
for the Bombers.

Cardinal McCarrick/St. Mary’s 66
Calvary Christian 26-NyQuan McCombs
led the #3 seeded Eagles with 17 points, and
Josh Green tossed in 14 points.
Quarterfinals
Wildwood Catholic 61 Cardinal McCarrick/St. Mary’s 55-The Eagles were paced
by Gilberto Cue 17 points.
CJ Group IV
First Round
Montgomery 69 Sayreville 56-The #16
seeded Bombers were led by Jehyve Floyd
who scored 16 points in his final high school
game, and Mike Valentin added 15 against
the #1 seeded Montgomery club.
CJ Group I
First Round
Bound Brook 73 South Amboy 50-Soph
standout Ryan O’Leary led the #11 seeded
Guvs with 27 points, and Tim Kales added
11 points against the #6 seeded BB.

Civil War
Roundtable
Meeting
The Robert E. Lee Civil War Roundtable of Central N.J. will hold it’s next
meeting on Monday April 6th at 7:00 P.M.
at The Woodbridge Public Library. The guest
speaker for the evening will be Jay Jorgensen
and his topic will be “Grant Comes East1864”.The meeting is open to the public and
all are welcome.
The Robert E.Lee Civil War Library
and Research Center at 94 Green Street,
Woodbridge, is now open on Saturdays from
10:00 A.M. till 1 P.M. Besides having one
of the largest collections of civil war books
in N.J. you can now like us on Facebook.
Please visit us in person or at facebook.
com/relcwrtlibrary.

Maggie Presnal (Cardinal McCarrick) ended an outstanding collegiate basketball career
at Marywood University, by getting her 5th double double of the year with 13 points and
15 rebounds in an ECAC Division III South Region Women’s Basketball Championships
game against Moravian College. (Photo/info submitted)
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The Local Sports Memory Machine
By Tom Burkard

From The Sports Archives

1962 Champions-St. Mary’s HS C.Y.O. Amboy Area Basketball League playoff champions
included bottom row (l-r) George Keenan, Tom Ryan, Bob Monaghan, George Stramback,
Gerry O’Connor. Top row (l-r) Bill Henry, John Norek, Father Brembos (Athletic Moderator),
John Dennen, Pete Waters. Coach Jim O’Connell and several players were missing from
the photo.

Summer Hoops-1969
In the summer of ’69, a group of South
Amboy teenagers threw a very talented
basketball team together, and entered the
Perth Amboy Gold Medal Tournament. The
team was comprised mostly of high school
students, and a couple of ’69 graduates, and
one ’68 graduate. The high school kids on
the squad were George Krzyzanowski, Ted
Krzyzanowski, Nick Charmello, while the
recent grads from St. Mary’s HS were Jim
McCloud and Mark Bratus, and the ’68
grad from Hoffman HS, was center Greg
Havlusch. The competition was extremely
stiff in this tournament, with some of the
best basketball players in the state participating.

Ted Krzyzanowski recalled that, “We
beat teams of college players, as well as
men with the Asbury Park Rec team, only
to lost to Jerry Lynch’s of Belmar, who
didn’t have a guy under 30 years old, and
they could play! Because of NCAA rules,
the great Bob Verga (who was playing in the
ABA at the time), opted not to play, so as to
not impact the scholarships of McCloud and
Bratus. Gary Brokaw from New Brunswick
(who later played in the NBA), played in
that tournament. I remember him in the
stands with John Shumate from Elizabeth
and later played for the Phoenix Suns in the
NBA), along with Austin Carr, who starred
for Notre Dame.”

CBA Memories
We received lots of feedback over the
last couple of months regarding Cardinal
McCarrick/St. Mary’s basketball team beating CBA. It was initially printed here that
we believed this season could have been the
first time in history an Eagles team beat the
CBA state powerhouse. Boy, were we wrong!
Oh well, the memory machine breaks down
once in a while. (LOL) We were glad to
find out that our locals have done fairly well
against the Colts, and have beaten them on
several occasions through the years since

Ingstrup Had 1000
Rebounds
Former Hoffman HS basketball standout, Jen Ingstrup, who is a member of the
1,000 points club, also hauled down 1,000
rebounds in her career according to Kevin
Smith. 1,000 points is tough enough to reach,
but to also get 1,000 rebounds, puts Jen in a
very elite class!

CBA opened back in the 1960’s.
Bill Howarth, who played on St. Mary’s
1980 championship team recalled, “Our team
beat CBA by a decent margin. Also, my
brother, Tom’s team beat them too, I believe
the following year. In addition, my brother
Bob’s 1968-69 team also beat them.”

Mets Trip Saturday
June 13
South Amboy Knights of Columbus
Council 426 sponsors an outing to beautiful
Citi Field to see the Mets battle their division
rival Atlanta Braves in a 4:10 p.m. game.
Cost of $80 includes a David Wright replica
jersey, field level reserved ticket, round trip
motorcoach transportation, voucher for
a free hamburger, hot dog, or pizza slice,
french fries,and soda, Motorcoach leaves the
parking lot at 308 Fourth St. South Amboy
at 1:30 p.m. For reservations call Steve at
732-727-1707  

15 Years Ago
Bombers Win
GMCT Title

Glory Days
In Local
Sports
1956-St. Mary’s defeated Hoffman 8-4 in Game
#2 of the City Series. Frank
Conroy was the winning
pitcher. Bob Kennedy,
John Graber, and Jim Higgins drilled 2 hits apiece.
1969-Sayreville soph Greg Lyon had a most
memorable first varsity start, as he fired a
1-hitter to lead the Bombers to a 6-0 romp
over JFK. He struck out 2 and walked none.
1972-Bound Brook outraced Hoffman, 10088 in CJ Group I action, as Gary Lange poured
in 34 points in his final high school game.
1984-St. Mary’s girls’ softball team topped
Metuchen, 7-2. Jill Carew led the way with
2 singles and 2 RBI, while Kim Walker laced
2 hits. 1996-Sayreville opened its baseball
season with a 12-4 triumph over St. Joseph’s.
Winning pitcher Jason O’Neill fired a 5hitter, struck out 8, and went 3-for-4 with a
double and RBI. Chris Azzari had a 3-for-4
game with a double and 3 RBI. 2004-South
Amboy girls’ softball romped to a 25-0, 5-inning Opening Day victory over Woodbridge
Tech, as Keryn Rosenberger fired a no-hitter
and struck out 12 batters. Nicole Scarillo
ripped 5 hits including 3 doubles, Jen Riehl
had 2 hits and 3 RBI, Sarah O’Connor got 3
hits and 2 RBI, Meaghan Campbell belted a
single and triple, and Kayla Laratta added
a 2-run single.

T.H.E.
Game
Sport-Baseball
Year-1985
Teams-Hoffman (7-1) vs. St. Mary’s (4-4)
Recap-In a thrilling hometown battle, St.
Mary’s took a 5-4 lead on a controversial
home run by catcher Joe Blaha in the 5th
inning. Hoffman Coach George Krzyzanowski thought it was foul, but the umpires
called it fair. Guvs’ Bill Moskal ripped an
RBI single in the 6th to tie the game at 5-5,
and it was called after 7 innings as a tie.
Dave Gumprecht had 11 K’s for Hoffman,
and brother Scott, who relieved notched 4
more strikeouts over the last 2 innings. Matt
Blaha and Randy Wilson each doubled for the
Saints, while Tom Hessner stroked an RBI
double, and Steve Chrzaszcz knocked in a
run for the Purple & Gold. Tom Mierzwiak
pitched the entire game for the Eagles.
Player-Of-The-Game-No selection.

2000-The Sayreville Bombers boys’
basketball team captured its first ever Greater
Middlesex Conference Tournament championship, by defeating a powerful Carteret
club, 50-45.
Rookie Coach Gus Jaworski’s talented
contingent trailed 35-32 after 3 quarters, but
battled back, and outscored the Ramblers ,
18-10 in the final stanza, to notch one of the
biggest victories in the school’s history.
Soph sensation, Dwayne Thomas took
game scoring laurels with 15 points, 5 of
those coming in the pressure-packed 4th
quarter. Bobby Brown also excelled in the
final 8 minutes, pouring in 6 of his 8 total
points. Thomas canned a big, 10-foot jumper
from the right side to put Sayreville on top
to stay, 46-45, with only 0:46 seconds left.
Keith Beasley swished 2 free throws with
19.9 seconds left to make it 48-45, and Brown
hit 2 foul shots with 1.7 seconds left for the
final scoring of this exciting contest.
Sayreville’s highly-regarded defense
held Carteret’ star scorer to 4 points, after
he had averaged 21 per game over the 4
previous tournament tilts. The victory was
the Bombers 8th in a row, and boosted their
record to an impressive (18-6).

30 Years Ago
1985-John “Skeets” Skarzynski (Hoffman) and Joe Brand (Sayreville) were the
top pitchers for Middlesex County College.
In a doubleheader against Westchester CC,
the Colts won the first game, 10-2, as Brand
fired a 4-hitter and struck out 11. In the
second game, Skarzynski spun a beautiful
3-hitter with 9 K’s, as MCC romped to an
easy 12-1 victory.

45 Years Ago
Dec. 13, 1970-Dale Kurowsky, a junior
standout from Sayreville, NJ, led Randolph
Macon College to the championship of their
own invitational tournament for the 5th time,
as they romped over Wilkes College, 72-57.
Kurowsky was voted the outstanding player
with 19 points and 12 rebounds. Kurowsky
was co-captain in his senior year, and also
played baseball for 3 seasons on the Yellow
Jackets.

80 Years Ago
1935-St. Mary’s South Amboy blasted
St. Mary’s Perth Amboy, 12-5. Catcher Jim
Smith unloaded two, 2-run homers and a
single to knock in 4 runs. Winning pitcher
Paul Dolan struck out 12 and ripped a triple.
Chonsky got 3 hits, shortstop Gomolka hit a
single and double and knocked in a run, and
Dominic Eovino stroked 2 hits.

Champions

Congratulations to Raritan Bay Catholic Prep’s Sacred Heart Grades 3 & 4 Girls Basketball
Team for their victory in the Championship Game and First Place finish in the Central Jersey
Basketball League! The team from South Amboy defeated Monroe by a score of 19-6
on Sunday, March 15 to clinch the championship. The team members pictured are, from
left to right, Gabriela Mieczkowski, Ashley Ament, Madison Freudenberg, MaryKate Brew,
Kamryn Miller, Haley Higgins, Erin McCabe, Ashley Solfilkanich. The team is coached by
Mrs. Judy McCabe and Deirdre Resch. (Photo Submitted)
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Amanda Olender

Back In Those College Days-Part 2
By Tom Burkard

Amanda Olender (Sayreville) pitched for
Indiana, Purdue University. She said, “I
played from 2007-2011, and I will never forget
the friends I made. The diversity has taught
me so much, with friends from Vancouver,
California, Illinois. We traveled everywhereHollywood, Louisiana, Las Vegas, Utah,
North Dakota, Florida, Kentucky. I was very
fortunate to travel and play all around the
United States. My major accomplishment
was when I pitched the university’s first nohitter against Morgan State.”

Woodrow “Woody” McCarthy (St.
Mary’s)-St. Bonaventure-football, late
1930’s; John Ciol (Hoffman)-University of
West Virginia-basketball, early 1950’s; Ray
“Butch” Tomaszewski (Hoffman)-Monmouth College)-basketball, late 1950’s, early
1960’s, became the first player in the school’s
history to score 1,000 points; Marty Metzger
(St. Mary’s)-Monmouth College-basketball,
late 1950’s; Frank Hackett (St. Mary’s)Monmouth College-basketball, late 1950’s;
Eric Delaney (St. Mary’s)-Monmouth
College-basketball, late 1950’s; Bob Vona
(Hoffman)-Monmouth College-basketball,
late 1950’s; Joe Pohl (St. Mary’s)-Belmont
Abbey-baseball, 1960’s; John Lange (Hoffman)-Elon College, NC; Middlesex County
College-basketball, 1960’s; Jack Kreiger
(St. Mary’s)-Seattle University, basketball
1960’s; Dale Kurowsky (Sayreville)-Randolph Macon, Virginia-basketball, baseballlate 1960’s, early 1970’s; Bob Keegan (Hoffman)-Evansville University-basketball, late
1960’s; Bob Zukowski (Sayreville)-Gonzaga
University-basketball, late 1960’s, early
70’s; Ray Downs (St. Mary’s)-Middlesex
County College-basketball, early 1970’s;
Gil Pritchard (St. Mary’s)-Middlesex
County College-basketball, early 1970’s;
Sonny Ostrowski (St. Mary’s)-Middlesex

County College-basketball, early 1970’s;
Dennis Yanoski (Hoffman)-Montclair State
College-cross country/indoor track/outdoor
track, early 1970’s; Dave Newton (Hoffman)-Kings College-basketball, track &
field, 1977-81; George Fuller (Madison Central)-Franklin and Marshall College-football,
track & field, 1978-1981; Janet Durski (St.
Mary’s)-Upsala-softball, 1980’s; Virginia
Zaleski (St. Mary’s)-Trenton State Collegecross country All-American, 1985-87; Joe
Brand (Sayreville)-Middlesex County College-baseball, 1980’s; Maureen Fallon (St.
Mary’s)-Fordham University-tennis, late
1980’s; Leeann Durski (St. Mary’s)-University of Scranton-softball, late 1980’s, early
90’s; Joe Majkowski (St. Mary’s)-Marist
College-cross country, late 1990’s, early
2000’s; A.J. Szatkowski (CBA)-Florida
Southern University-baseball, 2000’s; Regan Rone (South Amboy)-Jacksonville
University-soccer, 2000’s; Kaitlyn Katko
(St. Mary’s/Cardinal McCarrick)-Lander
University-basketball, cross country, 2000’s;
Nick Ruszala (Sayreville)-Kean Universitybaseball, 2000’s; Vincent Rosario (Cardinal
McCarrick)-Stonehill College; Central
Connecticut; C.W. Post Campuses of Long
Island-basketball, 2000’s; Amanda Olender
(Sayreville)-Indiana, Purdue Universitysoftball, 2007-2011;

George Fuller (Madison Central) in 1981
football action while playing for Franklin and
Marshall College.

John & Ed O’Brien on the cover of Newark
Sunday News magazine in 1953.

George Fuller
“I played football for Madison Central
HS from 1974-77, and on Opening Day in
‘76 I was starting outside linebacker, but
had my knee taken out and tore my ACL. I
came back the next year and became a 2-way,
lineman, and the long snapper.
Missing most of my junior year, and the
knee, made getting recruited by a big time
college difficult, but luckily, Tom Gilbur,
a former Baltimore Colt, and now head
coach of Franklin and Marshall College in
Lancaster, PA was interested, and I played 4
years for the Diplomats, and was a center on
an excellent team. We lost to the eventual
national champs Widener U. 17-7 in a close
game in ‘81. I also threw the discus in the
off-season, throwing 155-5 in high school,
and finished 3rd in the Mid-Atlantic Conference championships in college.”

Dennis Yanoski

“At Montclair State College I ran cross country and was on the varsity team that went
undefeated (18-0). I also ran indoor and outdoor track until a knee injury (2 staples & ACL)
ended my career. In my senior year before the injury, I was on the mile relay team that
went on to Madison Square Garden in the Indoor Olympic Invitational. In outdoor track, I
ran the quarter-mile intermediate hurdles, relays, and triple jump. I came within one-tenth
of a second of the college school record in 1974 in the 440 hurdles.”

Interesting Facts On
Locals College Careers
Jim McCloud (St. Mary’s)-Biscayne
College according to former St. Mary’s
teammate Ted Krzyzanowski, “Cloud played
against Artis Gilmore (Now an NBA Hall of
Famer) at Jacksonville, and Johnny Davis
(Who played with Bill Walton and the TBlazers) at Dayton University. Also, when
Biscayne came to NJ to play Seton Hall
University, McCloud torched Ross Rindel,
who was a pretty good guard from Roselle.
Seton Hall Coach Rich Reagan recruited

Rindel, instead of McCloud, and I remember
Jim dropping in 30 points against them.”
Dale Kurowsky (Sayreville)-Randolph
Macon, Virginia played 4 years of basketball and scored 1,217 points for the Yellow
Jackets, which currently ranks him #27 on
the team’s All-Time scoring list…George
Krzyzanowski (St. Mary’s)-Monmouth College “made a couple trips to Kansas City for
the NAIA National Tournament,” according
to his brother Ted Krzyzanowski.

Joe Bartlinski (South Amboy) pitched for
the College World Series champions Kean
University.

Favorite College
Sports Memories
Ted Krzyzanowski (St. Mary’s) played
freshman basketball at SUNY. He said that,
“I broke my wrist playing pick up right before
my sophomore season.” Ted was vying for
a starting position on the SUNY varsity, and
was very disappointed and didn’t go out for
the club as a junior or senior. However, he
did play lots of b-ball at the university gym
with varsity players, and grad students, who
played at North Carolina State, plus local
high school players Toby Knight (Notre
Dame/New York Knicks), and Mitch Kupchak (UNC).
Regan Rone (Hoffman)-Jacksonville
Universisty-“In my junior year in 2005, in a
Sun semifinal tournament game at Campbell
University in Boone, NC, we played Gardner
Webb and the game was tied 1-1 with about
7 minutes to go. We, the Jacksonville Dolphins, had a corner kick and I was positioned
at top of the 18-yard line. The ball trickled
out to me, and I one-touch shot it into the right
upper 90 and scored the game-winning goal
to put us in the championship game.”

Dave Newton
“I played 4 years of basketball at Kings
College, NY for legendary NAIA coach
Hal Smith from 1977-81, and wrapped up
being selected for the U.S. Sport Ambassadors All-Star team. We went (29-3) during
10 weeks in the summer of ’81, playing
against Ecuador, Peru, Colombia, Panama,
and also local club and professional teams,
plus the military teams in the Canal Zone
at Fort Sherman, Fort Clayton, and Howard
Air Force Base (shook hands with Manuel
Noriega at a special sports-friendship dinner). I also ran track & field at Kings frosh
and soph years (springs ’78 and ’79) 3-mile
and 3,000m steeple chase.
My favorite college memory was in
March 1980 at Kings College (18-12), we
won the small colleges district title, and went
on to the East Regional final against Liberty
Baptist College. We played at their campus
in front of 7,500 people, a packed house.
Liberty had 2 first team All-Americans and
1 second team All-American, and were top
3 ranked nationally in NAIA (27-3), plus
the top scoring team averaging 93 points per
game, and we played the defensive game of
our lives, 52-52 at the end of regulation, 5858 after first OT, and eventually lost 64-62
in second OT, and they went on to win the
national championship (this was before the
shot clock and no 3-point shot). We were
both in bonus in the first OT, and I went
to the line, down 58-56 with 0:01 second
left and 2 shots, and they tried to ice me
with a time out, just as the ref was ready to
give me the ball. My first shot hit the rim,
backboard, rim and somehow rolled in to
make it 58-57, and the second shot was all
bottom of the net for the tie, and got us to the
second OT. It was a very tough elimination
game loss.”
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The mystery
photo in the January 17, 2015 issue
is Mochen’s Store
located on MacArthur Avenue in Sayreville,
N.J. When I was a little girl I lived around
the corner from the store and on payday
our dad would come home from working at
National Lead and would give us a dime.
We would run to Mochen’s and come out
with a small brown bag full of candy. You
could get a lot for ten cents. The variety
of penny candy was behind a glass counter
and you would press your face against it
and point your finger saying one of those
and two of them and sometimes even got
two candies for a penny. Another memory
of that store was the best veal loaf from
the deli counter and white bread that mom
would buy for our lunch. That was the best
sandwich. Another treat was being able to
get a bottle of coke out of the coke cooler.
Those were the days, nothing better than a
trip to Mochen’s.
Joanne Przybylowski

Early Works By
The SA Times Poet
Laureate
Al Gomolka Jr.
A Pestering Flee
c. 1962

I say to thee
My dearest flee,
I wish you would stop
Bugging me.
For I am not a dog you know
Some people sometimes
Call me though
Go make a home
In some old Fido!

Goodbye
c. 1974

With every joyous meeting
There comes a sad departing
But it doesn’t have to mean goodbye
For you can hold someone in your
memory
And if you believe, truly believe
That someone will never really be
gone…

Falling Acorns
c. 1976

To be hit on the head
By a falling acorn
While walking in the woods
On one fine, crisp day
Is a feeling so surprising
Yet so jubilistic
And a squirrel peers down
At the fool on the ground…

A Loser In Search
Of A Win
c. 1976

SWMHS HALL OF FAME
You Make More Possible The South
(Continued from page 1)
Leader; CEO/Treasurer of the Parlin
Amboy YMCA’s Annual Giving Campaign
[SOUTH AMBOY, MARCH 2015] – At
the YMCA, strengthening community is our
cause. We unite, engage and educate our communities to enable all people to mainatain
good health and reach their full potential as
productive, caring and responsible citizens.
Last year, the Y provided close to $460,000 in
support to our community to ensure children,
adults and families recieved the financial
assistance they needed to continue to learn,
grow and thrive.
We believe that in order to strengthen

our community, everyone must be given the
opportunity to be healthy, confident, and
secure. Funds raised through the Annual
Giving Campaign allow the Y to support
our neighbors as we work together to make
a lasting personal and social change in their
lives.
The South Amboy YMCA’s Annual
Giving Campaign benefits your community! A donation of any amount helps your
YMCA. To donate, stop by the Y or visit
www.ymcaofmewsa.org

DuPont Employees Federal Credit Union
Michael Thompson, Class of 1986:
Production Manager & Front of House
Mix Engineer for Heavy Metal Rock Band
DOWN; Former Skid Row Band Recording Engineer
Additionally this year, a Special Award
will be presented to John McCormack, honoring his years of service to the Sayreville
School System and his years as mayor of
Sayreville.
Tickets are $50.00 each and $30.00
for children with a choice of meals. For
further information, call Elaine Kubacz at
732-727-0192.

When one loses and loses big
It’s hard to think to try again
But try again and one must hard
If ever one wanted it as a win
It doesn’t matter what prize, what
glory
Or how down and how sore, or how
tough
It had been
For in the end the victory is sweet
And the one who once lost
Now triumphs the win
And if more than twice, more than
thrice
Even more
One continues to try each time one
begins
Defeat can’t outlast the trying of heart
For a loser who tries
Is a winner who wins.
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Local Wildlife
Photos by Tom Burkard

A large seagull is preparing to land at Kennedy Park, as others look on.

Hungry seagulls battling for food on a frozen lake at Kennedy Park in Sayreville.

The Smoke Column
by Ex-Chief Richard Kosmoski

“Mayday, Mayday, Mayday” is the
universal term used when help is urgently
needed. Originally taken from the French
word “M’aider” and pronounced as Mayday,
it literally means “help me.” When used, it
is repeated three times so that there is no
confusing it with any other word. We have
seen Maydays transmitted many times before
by airplanes and ships in distress.
In 1923, a senior radio operator in
England had a difficult time understanding
a distress call from an airplane. He came
up with an idea to use one word that could
be understood by all languages. This radio
operator communicated with airplanes flying between France and England and is the
reason for selecting the French term. In 1927,
the word “Mayday” became the official voice
distress call used to communicate the most
serious level of distress, such as with life
threatening emergencies.
How does the term “Mayday” and it
meaning apply to the fire service? Firefighters are taught early on in their training to call
for help as soon as they find themselves in
trouble or anticipate getting into trouble,
sometimes this is easier said than done. There
are certain hazardous or dangerous circumstances that require calling the “Mayday.”
These include but are not limited to getting
lost or disoriented inside a burning building,
becoming trapped by debris or a collapsing
ceiling /floor, or running low or out of air.
Each one of these conditions can lead to
serious injury including death. One of the
major concerns of the fire service is that these
firefighters will wait until the last possible
moment before calling a “Mayday.” Instinct
will tell them to find a way out if lost, free
yourself if you are trapped, and control the
breathing to conserve air. Firefighters are a
strong breed of people with many thinking
they are invincible. No one wants to call a
“Mayday” and be looked at as not being able

to protect or self-rescue themselves. This is
definitely the wrong mindset to take in the
fire service and is why we work in teams
where everyone has his partners back.
If you ask any chief or senior officer in
charge of a fire scene, they would say that
they would rather send in help for a “Mayday” call from a firefighter in trouble and
have it turn out not to be needed than go to
a funeral of a firefighter who failed to call
the “Mayday” when it was necessary. Sometimes it may be impossible for a downed
firefighter to call a “Mayday” because he may
be unconscious or trapped in such a position
that his radio is inaccessible. In those cases
there is the so called Personal Alert Safety
System (PASS) that is worn by every firefighter entering a burning structure or into
an atmosphere that is considered Immediate
Dangerous to Life and Health (IDLH). These
devices automatically turn on when the firefighter turns on his Self Contained Breathing
Apparatus (SCBA) often referred to as his
air-pak. This PASS device can be activated
manually by the firefighter himself when in
trouble or will automatically go into alarm
when the firefighter becomes inactive for
30 seconds. When the device alarms it will
give off a loud audible shrill sound which is
unique to these devices and does not become
mistaken for anything else. Once the device
goes into alarm it will continue to sound
until being turned off manually. When in
alarm the device becomes a homing device
for other firefighters and is a signal that
someone is in trouble and needs assistance
IMMEDIATELY.
In the days following the attacks of
911 on the World Trade Centers, audible
PASS alarms were heard coming from the
“The Pile” for as long at the batteries lasted.
These devices were worn by those brave
FDNY firefighters entering the Towers on
that fateful day.

3rd graders from Mrs. Mannucci’s class at Sacred Heart School, the elementary division of
Raritan Bay Catholic Prep in South Amboy, presented character cans they created based
on a biography they chose. They welcomed the 2nd, 4th and 5th graders as they came in
to view the projects.(Photo/info submitted)
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SAVE THE DATE!

Easter Egg Hunt

Our 27th year of Community Vacation
Bible School, sponsored by the combined
churches of Sayreville, South Amboy and
Parlin, will be held from Monday, July
27 through Friday July 31, 2015 at Christ
Episcopal Church Memorial Hall in South
Amboy. “SonSpark Labs” is our theme this
year centering on science and “creation”! Volunteers will be needed! Please call Lois Ann
Smith 732-721-4596 for more information
and to volunteer! Or, e-mail LoisAnn613@
aol.com with CVBS in the subject box.

Trinity United Methodist Church-815
Bordentown Avenue, South Amboy. Is having a Easter Egg Hunt & Activities Saturday
3/28/15 @ 2PM. Any questions please call
732-309-6616.

Looking Back,
Moving Forward—a
Musical Odyssey
Join The Counterclockwise Ensemble
at Sayreville Public Library for a unique
listening experience that combines the
intimacy and instrumentation of chamber
music with the energy and vitality of a
rock concert. Evoking the mood and spirit
of both European and American classical
masterpieces, the Ensemble will take you
on a sonic journey that draws much of its
inspiration from the natural beauty of the
American landscape in full bloom and the

hearty music of its people in celebration. This
is was originally scheduled in January but
was cancelled due to snow.
All ages are welcome to attend this
special event on Monday, July 14 from 1:00
to 2:00PM. The Counterclockwise Ensemble
is a guitar, strings and percussion quintet
that plays contemporary American chamber
music. Equally at home in a variety of genres,
the group primarily plays the compositions
of guitarist Rich Stein, sprinkling in pieces
by Holst, Copland, Saint-Saens and Brahms
as well as traditional American and Irish folk
tunes into their sets. The current ensemble
includes Rich Stein (guitar), Andrew and
Rebecca Perea (orchestral strings), Glen
Saunders (double bass) and Jim Mansfield
(percussion).
Register online, contact Alaina at 732•727-0212
TANKex.REMOVAL
25, or email her•at INSTALLATION
alainad@
lmxac.org
for more
information. • SANDFILL
• TANK
TESTING

• ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES

ASI

ADVANCED
SITE
IMPROVEMENT

(732)

566-0281

Soccer Risks
Research in inconclusive on whether
repeatedly bouncing a soccer ball off young
player’s head can affect the child’s thinking
ability.
Some studies have found that players
who suffer repeated blows to the head can
suffer impaired brain function years later.
Players can also suffer head injuries by
running into other players or a goal post, or
striking their head on the ground in a fall.
Research indicates on crash test dummies that the impact of a ball is powerful
enough to warrant head protection.
A study published in the Journal of
the American Medical Association in 1999
reported that amateur soccer player scored
lower than other amateur athletes on test of
memory and planning. The researchers suspected that repeated blow to the head might
be the reason. Other studies in Europe, found
similar problems in elite players.
Researcher Mariccaz Ziejewski of North
Dakota State University tested the impact of
soccer balls on crash test dummies heads
and used computer modeling to estimate
what those results could mean in terms of
brain injury. The balls struck the heads with
150 – 200 pounds of force, which Ziejewski
considered to be less than those which can
occur in a goal.
In a properly headed ball, the forehead
takes the impact, and bent knees absorb
much of the force. But in an improperly
headed ball by an inexperienced player who
may be caught by surprise, movement of the
head creates rotational forces on the brain.
Some of the impact would be sufficient to
create shearing stresses that could stretch
and deform brain tissue, if the ball is not
headed properly. If you execute the header
properly, the effect on your brain is most
likely minimal, however, if you get hit in
the head and don’t expect it, it could be a
different story.
Even though there are few reported cases
of concussion, which itself is not always easily to identify on the field. The cumulative
effect of repeated head trauma could not be
taken too lightly.
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“Inky” Norek: 90 Years Of Serving The
Community
By Tom Burkard

Francis “Frank” “Inky” Norek was born
on Raritan St. in South Amboy on October
13, 1927. A week later, he was baptized, and
a party was held at the Mechanicsville Fire
House. “I never really left the fire house,”
he joked. “My father was one of only 20
members at the time.” When Frank was a
youngster growing up in Mechanicsville,
he received probably the most well-known
nickname in South Amboy, “Inky.” When he
was around 5 or 6, he used to hang around
Kurtz’s store on Ridgeway Ave., and helped
stock the shelves. He broke a bottle of ink,
and Andy Kurtz started calling him “Inky,”
and “It stuck for about 75 years,” Norek said.
He recalled his love-affair with singing began
in the 7th or 8th grade. “I loved to sing in
church.” As a freshman in high school, he
auditioned for the school play, and every boy
that auditioned for the lead part sang “Don’t
Fence Me In.” Frank chose to be different
and sang “God Bless America.” Everyone
thought he’d get the lead but he wasn’t
chosen. Despite his outstanding vocal gift
from God, he never won the lead in any high
school plays, but did sing in the choruses.
He also sang at “Senior Night” for his St.
Mary’s High School Class of 1945. He was
vice-president as a freshman and sophomore,
and treasurer in his junior and senior years
at St. Mary’s. “In
my senior year, my
teacher Sister Helene
turned me around.
She took me under her wings,” said
Norek. He was also a
fine athlete for the Eagles, and mentioned
the following teammates: Bob Fleming, George Harkins,
Chris Triggs, Danny
Fuller, Red Connors,
Reggie Carney, Norman Kilcomons. In
the 40’s and 50’s
the late and beloved
Alfie O’Connor and
“Inky” sang at most
of the weddings at St.
Mary’s Church. “If he didn’t sing, I sang,”
said Norek. Through the years, Frank has
sung at Memorial Day services for veterans,
Police Memorial services, the State First Aid
Memorial service, and many other events.
Some of his most memorable engagements
were singing at the groundbreaking of the
DAV building on George St., and also the
day President John F. Kennedy was assassinated. That day, he sang “The Star
Spangled Banner,” and “Ave Maria” at a
special memorial service held by the DAV
at the old South Amboy City Hall. Probably
the most special moment of all for Norek
came when he went with the South Amboy
Fire Dept. to Wildwood for the convention
in 2001, a few days after 9/ 11. “The parade
was cancelled, but they had a big Memorial
Service in Convention Hall, which was put
together quickly,” he said. He volunteered
to sing, and turned in an outstanding version
of “The Lord’s Prayer,” acappella in front
of over 2,000 people. After he finished the
song, he received a standing ovation. It was
a great moment at a very somber time in
U.S. history. Norek was nearly overcome
with emotion, and “had tears in my eyes,”
after the crowd showed its appreciation.
Frank “Inky” Norek points to one of his
most memorable awards that he won during his illustrious career of helping people.
(Photo by Tom Burkard) “Inky” became
involved in helping the community when
he joined Mechanicsville Fire Co. right
after serving in the Army during World War
II. A few weeks later, he joined the South
Amboy First Aid Squad. In 1953, he married Winnie Bauman, and in January 1954
became a patrolman on the South Amboy
Police Dept. He is still active as a regular
member with the fire department, and is a
life member of the First Aid. Norek retired
in 1979 after 25 outstanding years with the
police force. His memories are outstanding,
and stories most intriguing. “Inky” recalled
his worst experience with the First Aid was
at the scene of the Woodbridge Train Wreck,
when our locals were called to assist. “We
had six of our members who went into the

worst car of the wreck, laying on its side on
a hill. We stayed 7 hours in the car, and most
of the 85 people who died were in that car.
People were pinned down, and we had to get
the injured out. When we came back to the
squad afterwards, we just stared at the walls
in shock. They didn’t have counselors back
in those days,” he said. A braver man you’ll
never meet, Norek has saved several lives
over the years, using CPR, but one situation
he faced when answering the call of duty as
a policeman, will never be forgotten. A man
on a bulldozer turned over on a 40-foot hill
at lower Portia St., and “Inky” was called
to the scene. “I could see half the guy’s
body under there, so I crawled under the
bulldozer and was there about 40 minutes,
trying to get him to breathe. I put the positive
pressure oxygen underneath and dug a hole
near where his stomach was to try to get the
oxygen in to him. I thought he was dead, but
wouldn’t give up until Dr. Hoffman came and
pronounced him dead.” Brave indeed! If the
bulldozer had shifted 2 inches, one way or
another in the sand, Norek could have been
killed. He recalled a house fire at lower David
St. in 1954 that killed three babies. “It was
very sad. It was a set of twins and another
baby.” “Inky” again displayed his trademark
bravery by going
into the burning
home (without any
mask or pack, back
in those days) and
pulling one of the
babies out, while
the other firemen
brought the others
out. Another heroic
call with the First
Aid took place
when a pleasure
boat blew up under
the train bridge,
and they had to
get the people up
with cables, ropes
and baskets. The
SAFAS received
the Don Luther
Award from the
State First Aid
Council. One day, Norek was off-duty, and
saw fellow policeman Bobby Kelly rushing
down Raritan St. toward the Raritan Bay.
Kelly asked him to come along to help, as
a young boy was drifting into the Bay near
Jersey Central on a raft. “Inky” swam out to
save the youth, pulling him safely back to
shore. He received a special award for his
heroism. “Assisting people. That was my
life. When I got a First Aid call, my blood
started and I thought ‘Can I do something
for somebody?’ I used to crawl inside of
cars that were upside-down” (turned over)
he said. “One time a woman was going to
commit suicide at the old “Minnie Ditch”
and we went out in the First Aid boat and
dragged her 75-80 yards to the beach,” he
recalled. “Inky” mentioned that the toughest
part of being a policeman, fireman or first
aid member was death. “When you work
on someone for a half hour or 45 minutes,
trying to rescue them by doing CPR, when
your efforts more or less fail.” As a police
officer, it was also very tough breaking bad
news . “When you had to notify a parent that
an accident happened in another town, that a
son or daughter was killed. That’s sad,” said
Norek. He has also noticed many changes
in South Amboy since he was a youngster.
“Back in the ‘30’s, there was only one School
Crossing Guard in all of South Amboy. His
corner was in Mechanicsville and he was
employed by the county. . . The fire equipment and the training today is 100% better.
We didn’t have Scott Air Packs. We used
World War I gas masks, and they weren’t
any good. Today, the equipment is great with
resuscitators, defibrillators, jaws-oflife. It
used to take us an hour to get someone out
of a car. The equipment on fire trucks and
ambulances is incredible! . . . When I joined
the police department, we only had one police car, and now they have 6 or 7, and do a
much better job of patrolling. When asked
how he would like to be remembered, he
said, “For what I’ve accomplished and did
on the job. I’d just like to be remembered
as a nice guy.” (They don’t come any nicer
than this gentleman).

Francis “Frank” “Inky” Norek points to one of his most memorable awards that he won
during his illustrious career of helping people. (Photo by Tom Burkard

Norek Notes: “Inky” and his son Jamie
are perhaps the first father and son to hold
the position of sergeant. . .The Norek Family
is the first ever to have four generations of
First Aid Sqaud members: John Norek Sr.
(Inky’s father), Frank “Inky,” Jamie, and
Chris (Jamie’s son). . .”Inky” was the first
Deputy Grand Marshal in the history of
South Amboy’s St. Patrick’s Day Parade a
few years ago. . .In 1937 or 1938 when he
was 10 years old and in the 5th grade at St.
Mary’s Grammar School, he was shot in the
neck by a stray bullet from a .22 rifle while
walking home from school. He was taken
to the newly opened Roosevelt Hospital in
Edison, and became one of its first patients
and had perhaps the first-ever operation
performed at the facility. Norek is the only
patient from back then who is still alive.
He was a patient at Roosevelt Hospital in
Edison when it first opened in 1937 or 1938,
and is the only patient from back then who
is still alive.
“Inky” turned in 90 years of combined
service with the (Fire Dept., First Aid Squad,
Police Dept.) of true dedication and caring
for the local people.

Knights Celebrate
Silver Anniversary
By Steve Schmid

Over 70 people turned out March 7 at
Yesterday’s Restaurant in Hazlet to honor
the 25th anniversary of the founding of the
St. Lawrence Knights of Columbus Council
10281. The council was founded in 1990
and the organization has been a fixture in
the community ever since. The council has
helped the St. Lawrence Church parish with
various activities. Council Grand Knight Ron
Bamford was proud of his council’s history.
“We would like to acknowledge our gratitude
to the many people who helped sustain us
along the way. Thank for to the brothers
who were the founders and organizers of the
council,” Bamford said. Fred Geones was
the first Grand Knight in 1990. “There can
only be one (founding Grand Knight). There
have been a lot of good guys over the years.
They’re the best,” Geones said. He added
that church pastor Father Julius Licata approached him to start a new council and he
gladly accepted. Past Grand Knight Don
McClelland was chairman of the event. He
was very happy so many people turned out
to honor the council’s founding.
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Obituaries

Beldycka, Marie V., 89, of Parlin died
on March 11.
Benson, Robert L. “Bob,” 73, of South
Amboy died on March 7.
Brier, James, 60, of Sayreville died on
Feb. 26.
Carter, Catherine C., 85, of South Amboy died on March 8.
Conroy, Marion M., 78, of South Amboy
died on Feb. 21.
Dragotta, Francis “Frank” B., 61, formerly of South Amboy died on Jan. 21.
Dula, Deborah L., 63, of South Amboy
died on March 6.
Eppinger, Harold Jr., 79, of Sayreville
died on Feb. 27.
Ewtushek, Jacob John, 66, formerly of
South Amboy died on Jan. 28, 2014.
French, Dorothy A., 64, of Parlin died
on Feb. 26.
Gerwer, James A. “Big Jim G,” 75, of
South Amboy died on Feb. 25.
Goldfarb, Alice, 80, of Parlin died on
March 1.
Hudak, Dorothy A., 64, of Parlin died
on Feb. 26.
Kapica, Rev. Francis A., 89, of Sayreville died on March 5, 1997.
Kolmansperger, Theresa, 76, of Parlin
died on March 12.
Kowzan, Alice, 76, of Parlin died on
Feb. 27.
Kupsch, Phyllis, 76, of Sayreville died
on Feb. 19.
Kurtz, Paul,74, formerly of South Amboy died on March 23.
LaBonte, Rev. L. Roger, formerly of
South Amboy died on March 25, 2003.
Loniewski, Ruth, 82, of Sayreville died
on March 9.
Lotkowictz, Raymond W., 82, formerly
of South Amboy died on Feb. 27.
Mahoney, Josephine, 85, of Morgan
died on Feb. 23.
McCarthy, Patricia A., 72, of South
Amboy died on March 21.
McMillan, Robert T., 53, formerly of
South Amboy died on March 9.
Nebus, Mary T., 96, formerly of South
Amboy died on March 17.
Norek, Francis “Inky,” 87, of South
Amboy died on March 9.
Palmer, Irene, 96, of Sayreville died
on March 6.
Peschler, William, 48, of Sayreville
died on March 2.
Plewa, Julia, 94, formerly of Sayreville
died on March 9.
Ryan, Kathleen M., 44, formerly of
Sayreville died on March 13.
Sadowski, Andrew, 86, of Sayreville
died on March 17.
Scully, Nelma, 90, formerly of South
Amboy died on March 8.
Therkelsen, Walter, 50, of South Amboy
died on March 24.
Tier, Mary, 72, of Parlin died on Feb.
25.
Was, Maria V., 69, of South Amboy
died on March 12.
Welch, Elizabeth L. Sacher, 61, formerly
of Sayreville died on March 13.
Zavodsky, Milan R., 86, of South Amboy died on March 5.
Zielinski, Albert, 69, of Parlin died on
March 5.
Zyskowski, Caroline Klimek, 98, of
Sayreville died on Feb. 23.

BIC Charity Ball
March 29

NOTICE

The Sayreville Association for Brain
Injured Children (BIC) will sponsor its
20th annual Charity Ball on March 29 from
noon-5 p.m. at the Grand Marquis, Rt. 9, Old
Bridge. Tickets cost $100 per person, and
include a cocktail hour followed by dinner,
music and an open bar. For tickets or more
info contact Jim Gillette or Laurie Ventolo
at 732-254-8530.

April Pancake
Breakfast
St. Lawrence Knights of Columbus
Council #10281 will be holding its April Pancake Breakfast on April 12 from 8 a.m. to 12
noon. Admission is adults-$8, children-$4.
Menu includes orange juice, eggs, pancakes,
sausage, coffee, tea, milk, water. For more
info contact Chairman Kenneth Asmann
(Treasurer) at 732-290-2567. Family and
friends are all welcome to have a very good
time and enjoy the food!
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Basketball In South Amboy 1910-1930
By Fran Fitzmorris

Basketball had its beginning in town
sometime in 1910. At that time, the most
popular sport in South Amboy was baseball
which first gained popularity during the
1890’s but exploded around 1906-1907.
One of the most interesting “connections” between the two sports was that both
sports owe much of their success to Bill
O’Toole Sr. He tried to create interest in
basketball by going from street to street setting up hoops in lots and near street corners.
Also, many families put peach baskets in
their yards. They played the games with a
soccer ball. Once the sport began to gain
exposure, there was no stopping it. Many
of the games were very physical because
“play” wasn’t slowed down by an official’s
whistle. Interestingly, there was usually only
one official for each game, either male or
female. (Even before they had the right to
vote, women worked as referees.) There
were, at least, two women who were working games by 1915. Where they paid? It
wasn’t much, if they were. Charlie Eppinger,
future iconic coach at St. Mary’s , began as
a referee. It probably helped him later on
in his coaching. Possibly, baseball umpires
were also not paid.
There were no gyms available for the
games. They were played, instead, in small
halls. One of the most popular was the
Knights of Pythian Hall located near First
Street. By 1912, there were more teams than

courts. The most popular league in town was
the YMCA. In Middlesex County and all
across New Jersey, the sport had exploded.
The halls were small. The size was probably
the main reason scores didn’t exceed the
twenties. Seating was also limited in these
halls. Chairs were located at the edge of the
court on both sides. Each game consisted
of two, twenty minute halves. Lighting
was poor because it wasn’t until 1915 that
fluorescent light bulbs were introduced and
that improved the game dramatically.
The teams played hard and there were
some fights between teams. One coach, from
Middlesex County, remembered games “that
looked like murder was taking place.” There
was throwing of chairs and wild tackles on
the court between players.
Another problem was poor ventilation
and smoking was permitted. Dressing rooms
were small for the most part and in some cases
non-existent. These handicaps might have
slowed the growth of the sport. However,
basketball was here to stay. The fans were
no different than they are today. All they
wanted was to see their team win.
Next month in part II, I will focus on the
development of the game at the high school
level during these early years including a
look at the most successful basketball team
of the time (1912-1925) namely, the Rivies
or Riverside team that had roots in both Perth
Amboy and South Amboy.

Gone Fishin’

Sadie Pope Dowdell Library Director Elaine Gaber caught this huge 75-pound Roosterfish
off Bahia Pina in Panama in the eastern Pacific Ocean. The fish was taken by casting
live bait, a 4-pound Bonita, from a 31-foot Bertram Boat. Nice catch, Elaine! (Photo/info
submitted)

Fishing Flashes
By Teo “Weebles” Weber

Salt Water
The Bay is now open to Striped Bass
fishing. I haven’t seen anyone fishing at
our local spots so far. Snow piles and
melting water have caused the waters to
remain cold. I don’t look for them to catch
anything there until the end of March. It’s
another story at the Oyster Creek Power
Plant in Barnegat Bay. Two Stripers came
out of that area. One was 30 pounds.
More are being caught. Surf fishing is
nonexistent right now in the ocean. Off
shore Party Boat fishing is slow. It’s a
pick of Cod, Ling and Pollock too much
cold water. Winter Flounder fishing is
also slow. Shark River in Belmar was
iced over on opening day. A few Flounder
however were caught at the Oyster Creek
Power Plant in Forked River as there is
a consistent warm water discharge there.

I don’t expect any good Flounder fishing
until the end of the month. April promises
to be a better month. The Jamaica II out
of Brielle did have quite a few Cod, not
all keepers on the first few trips which met
the 21 inch size limit.
Fresh Water
The hatchery has over 570,000 trout
averaging around 11 inches for opening
day on Saturday April 4th at 8 AM. All
will be Rainbows. There will be a mix of
some larger ones at 18 inches or better. Ice
is beginning to melt fast which will finish
ice fishing. It was good in Lake Hopatcong
for Perch and Pickerel. There are rumors
of Shad already in the Delaware River but
it hasn’t been confirmed. If this is true it’s
the first time I have ever heard of Shad
being under the ice!

Arklow Meets Arklow
By John Phillips

One morning I sat next to a guy at our
weekly men’s breakfast. He had a “lilting Irish Brogue” and his name was Bill
O’Conner, a true Irishmen from that emerald
island. So, we started to talk. I told him my
father was born and raised in Ireland. He
asked where in Ireland, and I said a town
on the Irish Sea called Arklow. His face lit
up in a big smile and said: Hey, that’s my
home town. He told me many things about
the town that I did not know and that got
my curiosity up to find out more about my
Irish heritage. I found out a lot as a result of
my Internet trek. But first let me tell you a
little about Arklow.
Arklow translates to “the great estuary”.
It’s in the county of Wicklow on the east coast

of Ireland…..it’s there that the river Avoca
flows into the sea. It was founded by the
Vikings in the ninth century. Historically
it was a major seafaring town with both the
shipping and fishing industries using the
port. The town has a long history and was
the site of one of the bloodiest battles of the
1798 rebellion to free Ireland from British
control. Since the town is only a short drive
from Dublin, it was heavily involved in most
of the Ireland/England troubles. There is
also a famous bridge there, it’s called The
Nineteen Arches, it’s the longest handmade
stone bridge in Ireland. There is also a beautiful song about the bridge and Arklow….
just Google YOUTUBE Nineteen Arches
and give a listen.

This house is being rebuilt high above ground on Nimitz Place in Sayreville as a safety
precaution in case another major hurricane hits the area in the future. (Photo by Tom
Burkard)

Fishing Memory-Pictured in back (l-r) is Larry Krainski, Capt. Gary Wojciechowicz, and
boat co-owner Val Litner. In front, Paul Rizzo holds his 30-inch, 12 lb. Doormat Fluke,
which was caught off Sandy Hook in approximately 50 feet of water. The four friends
from Sayreville had this great day fishing on Sept. 14, 2014. The “lifetime” Fluke took
a chartreuse “gulp” and frozen spearing combination bait.
(Photo/info submitted)
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