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BBQ Showdown
Sept. 25

Join the City of South Amboy and iRun
New Jersey for the return of BBQ Showdown,
the hottest BBQ festival in Central Jersey.
The event will be held at the beautiful Raritan
Bay Waterfront Park, 1 Keenan Way (off John
T. O’Leary Blvd.), on Sunday, Sept. 25 from
12 noon to 6 p.m.
The BBQ Showdown features the best
gourmet BBQ food vendors in the area, with
plenty of retail vendors and exhibitors. There
will be live music on stage all day, with local
bands. Bring your lawn chairs, blankets,
family, friends, and most of all your appetite!
Admission is FREE! For more info, visit the
event website: www.irunnj.com.
This annual event is held with the
cooperation of the County of Middlesex.
One of Sayreville Fire Department’s finest trucks is proudly displayed during the 100th Anniversary
parade celebrating their centennial year of service to the community. Great job SFD! See more
John Kovaleski pictured in recent years at his photos on page 5 (Photo by Joe Lotkowictz)
residence in Florida. (Photo by Tom Burkard)

John Kovaleski
Remembered
By Tom Burkard

South Amboy native John Kovaleski,
83, passed away on May 31, 2016 in Florida.
Throughout his lifetime he wore several
different hats including those of being a
talented athlete at Hoffman High School,
professional baseball player in the Pittsburgh
Pirates organization, college graduate of
Seton Hall University, Physical Education/
Health teacher/boys varsity soccer coach/
jayvee baseball coach, and in the summer
when school was out, he was an ironworker
out of the local union in Perth Amboy. In
addition, he officiated high school baseball
and basketball games.
In 1952, his first year in pro ball, he led
the Pirates Brunswick Class D team in the
Georgia-Florida League with a solid .296
batting avg., while ripping 136 hits. He played
3 years of pro baseball, and worked his way
up to Class C in 1954, and then retired. As
a rookie, his roommate was none other than
continued on page 13

Sayreville FD 100th Anniversary
By Ex-Chief Rich Kosmoski

The Sayreville Fire Department
celebrated their 100th Anniversary on
Saturday, June 25, 2016. The day was filled
with activities that included a convention,
a parade of fire apparatus, refreshments
and comraderies. In conjunction with this
momentous event, the New Jersey State
Exempt Firemen’s Association (NJSEFA)
held their 130th annual convention in
Sayreville at the Sayreville War Memorial
High School. The NJSEFA is held annually at
various locations throughout the state where
fire departments are celebrating a milestone
in their department. This was the first time
that the NJSEFA held their convention
in Sayreville. The morning convention
concluded with the election of a new slate
of officers for the association who will lead
the more than seventy-thousand exempt
firefighters in the State of New Jersey.
At the conclusion of the convention, a
parade of firefighters and apparatus marched
down Washington Road to Main Street and
then passed the reviewing stand in front of
Borough Hall. The proud members of the

Sayreville Fire Department led the parade
followed by the bright and shining firefighting
apparatus consisting of engines and trucks.
Also marching in the parade was the South
Amboy Fire Department in full force who
showed their support in congratulating
the Sayreville Fire Department on their
anniversary. There were many other fire
departments marching in the parade, coming
from as far away as Wharton, NJ. These units
were all marching in anticipation of winning
one, or more, of the 100 available trophies.
The various categories for winning a trophy
were for the best piece of apparatus over
different time periods, oldest and newest
piece of apparatus, and the most prestigious
trophy of all was the one for first place for
“Best Appearing Fire Department in The
Line of March.” This trophy was won by
the Wharton Fire Department who came to
the parade well prepared and in anticipation
of taking that trophy home.
Following the parade refreshments were
served to everyone, both parade participants

Mackiel Receives
Award

South River Police Dept. Patrolman
Bernard Mackiel recently received the 2015
Law Enforcement Distinguished Service
Award, which is given out annually by
Mothers Against Drunk Driving (MADD).
Bernard is the son of the late South Amboy
Police Detective Sgt. Bernie Mackiel, and
Ann Brennan Mackiel. Congratulations
Bernard, and keep up the excellent work!

Police Auxiliary
Carnival

Sayreville Police Auxiliary will be
holding a Carnival on Wednesday Aug. 31
through Sat. Sept. 3 at Kennedy Park, 825
Washington Rd., Parlin. Parking will be
available at Sayreville War Memorial High
School. Carnival hours are Wed.-Fri., 6-11
p.m., and Sat. 4-11 p.m. Come on out for
some serious family fun! Rides, delicious
food, games and great music.

continued on page 10

On June 27th, in a lavish and celebratory gala event, Alameda Center for Rehabilitation & Healthcare
proudly introduced the eminent Dr. Harry V. McKenna (r) as their newly appointed Medical Director.
The South Amboy Police Department showed its support to the Dallas community by decorating Pictured (l) is Jorge Gonzalez-Gomez, who is the Director of the Hispanic Program, Community
one of their police cars and placing it next to the Police Memorial in front of City Hall. (Photo by Liaison, Strategic Planner, and Physician Recruiter. Congratulations, and best of luck, Dr. McKenna!
Brian Stratton)
See story on page 8.(Photo/Article Submitted)
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Talk Of The Towns
By Tom Burkard

Sorry About That, Marty, Ed!
It was brought to my attention that
one of the Flag Retirement Services photo
captions incorrectly identified Ed Peterson as
Scoutmaster of Boy Scout Troop 95. Ed is
actually the Assistant Scoutmaster, and Marty
Ruszala is, and has been the Scoutmaster for
many, many years. Sorry guys for the mixup!
Local Valedictorians, Salutatorians
Congratulations to South Amboy HS
valedictorian Randy Breigle, and salutatorian
Mateusz Mroczkowski. Also Sayreville War
Memorial HS valedictorian Saloni Patel and
salutatorian Marcin Wisniowski.
In Memoriam
Maryann Bonis, 66, of South Amboy
died on June 14. She was a realtor for
Century 21 Charles Smith Agency in South
Amboy, and a member of Sayreville Domestic
Violence Response Team. Ruth Zdanewicz,
82, of South Amboy died on June 25. She
was a popular English teacher at Sayreville
High School for many years. Anthony Silva
III, 58, of Sayreville died on July 2. He was

owner/operator of A. Silva Transportation.
Robert Kimmel, 86, of Sayreville died on
July 9. He was a Consumer Investigator
for New Jersey Dept. of Consumer Affairs
for 20 years. Frank Roser Sr., 90, of Parlin
died on July 13. He was a U.S. Army Air
Corps veteran, who served in World War II
as a B-29 airplane engine mechanic in the
19th Bomber Squadron, earning Army of
Occupation, Asiatic-Pacific Campaign, and
World War II Victory medals. In addition,
Frank was a former Council President of the
Messiah Lutheran Church in Parlin. Joan
Niemiera, 84, of South Amboy died on July
13. She was Valedictorian at Hoffman High,
and also served as chairperson from 1981-83
on the Raritan Bay Medical Center Consumer
Health Education Advisory Board. Kathleen
Whiteley, 47, of Parlin, died on July 15. She
was a 7th grade English teacher at Sayreville
Middle School for 24 years, and a volunteer
for the Sayreville Athletic Association.
May God welcome them into His eternal
home in heaven.

On June 10, 2016 members of South Amboy Police Dept participated in the annual statewide NJ
Law Enforcement Torch Run for Special Olympics. SAPD’s leg began at So. Pine Ave. and Portia St.,
where officers from Sayreville PD passed the torch to SAPD officers. Officers from both departments
ran through the city streets to the top of the Victory Bridge where they passed the torch to members
of Perth Amboy PD. Pictured (l-r) Officers Mike Kelly, Al Kester, Bob Besner, Dane O'Grady, Lt.
Brian McCabe, Ret. Sgt. Jamie Norek ( support unit) and Officer Steve Clark. (Photo/Info Submitted)

Pleasant Little Trivia
By Tom Burkard

Answers:
1c 2a 3b 4c 5a 6c 7b 8a 9a 10c 11b

1.This NJ State Trooper, who is from South Amboy, guarded Pope John Paul II at Giants
Stadium in 1995? a,.Mike Deitche b.Rich Schnyderite c.Bill Reilly
2. She was never principal of Sacred Heart Grammar School?
a.Sister Edwardine b.Sister Fidelis c.Sr. Vianney
3. St. Mary’s HS play in ‘63? a.Happy Days b.The Merry Widow c. Dr. Zhivago
4. Hoffman HS Class of ‘90 Chairperson of the Student Council?
a.Patti O’Brien b.Randy Tooker c.Jamie Krauss
5. In 1973, where was New Jersey Steel & Structural Corp. located?
a.North Crossman Rd. b.Boehmhurst Ave. c.Washington Rd.
6. In 1995, where was Vince’s Rental & Sales located in Sayreville?
a.Jernee Mill Rd. b.Bordentown Ave. c.Main St.
7. In ‘76, where was Double-R-Bar located in Sayreville?
a.Rt. 35 North b.MacArthur Ave. c.Kupsch St.
8. Commander of Sayreville VFW Post 4699 in 1977?
a.Walter Mikolai b.George Monks c.Richard Radatski
9. Hoffman High Class of 1977 Senior Class President?
a.Patti Dooling b.Joanne Szatkowski c.Sharon Pawlowski
10.He was appointed Municipal Prosecutor for Sayreville in 1977?
Father Stanley Gromadzki (l), chaplain of the Sacred Heart Senior Club welcomes newly-elected
a.James Higgins b.John Lucitt c.Thomas Downs IV
officers (l-r) Mary Ann Sczepanik- president, Alex Dobrinsky-vice president, Peg Forman-secretary, 11.This player set a single game basketball scoring record for Sayreville High School of
Toni Rebak-treasurer. Missing from photo-Pat Wrobel-chaplain. An installation luncheon was held
50 points in one game back in ‘67? a.Jeff Osowski b.Dale Kurowsky c.Bob Zukowski
for this function, and was enjoyed by all. (Photo/story by Joe Lotkowictz)
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Business Of The Month

Don Giovanni Italian Restaurant & Bar

One of the area’ most popular establishments, Don Giovanni Italian Restaurant & Bar is located
at 276 Main St. (Rt. 9 Extension), South Amboy. (Photo by Tom Burkard)

Don Giovanni Italian Restaurant &
Bar has been opened nearly a year, and
has received glowing 5-star reviews from
everyone who patronizes the beautiful
business.
Owner John Primo of Sayreville has
been working in the restaurant business
since 1980, when as a 13-year old realized
that this would be his career field. John has
worked his way up through the restaurant
business, gaining much experience and
knowledge, and now owns four other
restaurants in New Jersey.
Don Giovanni offers a large variety
of Italian cuisine, but takes pride in its
incredible and famous pizza pie. The
motto at this local eatery is “The Area’s
Best Pizza,” and they sure have all types
of specialty pizzas made to satisfy your
tastebuds. The restaurant is open for lunch,
and offers FREE delivery everyday. Don
Giovanni’s private, old-style Birch Beer,
Root Beer, Black Cherry, Vanilla Cream,
Ice Tea, and old-style Orange soda offers
a cool and tasty treat for patrons. There
are also plenty of great summer drinks,
and cold beer for your trip back to the area
from down the shore, so stop in for a visit.
Don Giovanni’s is open 7 days a week
for lunch and dinner with new specials on

Wednesday through Sunday. Business
hours are Mon., Tues., Wed., Thurs., Sat.
11 a.m. to 10 p.m., Friday 11 a.m. to 9 p.m.,
and Sunday 12 noon to 10 p.m.
Don Giovanni’s is an Italian family
business, and owner John Primo is very
proud of his 6-year old daughter Carolina,
and his wife Andrea, who is also involved
in the day-to-day operation as official
bookkeeper and occasional hostess.
The staff at Don Giovanni’s is very
cordial helpful, efficient, and friendly,
and make your dining experience, a most
pleasant one. If you’re looking for a great
deal, Wednesday is Senior Night from 4-10
p.m., and features side salad or soup, dinner
with your choice of Baked Ziti, Stuffed
Shells, or Chicken Parm for only $9.99 or
15% off anything on the menu.
Another offer tough to beat is the
Summer Special, which includes 2 large
cheese pizza pies, a dozen wings, and a
2-liter of soda, which is regularly $41, and
now only $34.99. Another summer offer is
30% off any item! Wow!
Don Giovanni is convenient and
nearby for local residents, and after one
dining experience, you will surely become
a regular patron.

New Pastor At Trinity
United Methodist
Church
By Tom Burkard

Hillary Johnson Crute is the new Pastor
at Trinity United Methodist Church in South
Amboy. She has had a splendid career in the
music field, and said that, “I wanted to be a
priest in the African Orthodox Church as a
child, but when my mother told the priest, he
said, ‘Girls can’t do that. Tell her to sing.’
According to all accounts and a quick look
at her bio, she always had a pleasing voice.
Rev. Johnson-Crute attended High
School of Music and the Arts in New
York City, and decided to pursue opera.
She made her Metropolitan (Met) debut
at age 27, as the Mother’s Voice in Tales
of Hoffman. She has also recorded with
legendary opera star Luiano Pavarotti, and
Joan Sutherland (Annina in La Traviata).
You can see this performance by going
to:
http://www.allmovie.com/movie/anevening-with-luciano-pavarotti-and-joansutherland-v429387/related
Rev. Hillary was a professional opera
singer from 1984 to 2006. In addition to
singing at the Met, she has performed at all
the major music halls including Carnegie
Hall, Avery Fisher Hall, Alice Tully, Kennedy
Center, as well as internationally.
Johnson-Crute had the honor of debuting
the title role in DeVorah, a canata for the
50th anniversary of Israel with the Haifa
Symphony at Kennedy Center. She also
recorded Joseph Fennimore’s Eventide.
The telecasts that she has appeared on are
Great Performances at the Met, Rev. Robert
Schuller’s Hour of Power. She is a dramatic
Mezzo Soprano, and her favorite role was
Amneris in Aida.
A fall down a flight of stairs in 1990
caused her to rethink if she wanted to go
back to singing. Rev. Johnson Crute said, “I

Rev. Hillary Johnson Crute is the new pastor of
Trinity United Methodist Church in South Amboy,
replacing Rev. Hee Moon Lee, who served the
church for nearly two years. Best of luck, and God
Bless Pastor! (Photo by Tom Burkard)

found it lonely traveling alone, and basically
seeing the backstage and the hotel room and
living out of suitcases. I took a job as a music
director in a small church and the desire to be
a priest rekindled. I did not totally abandon
my art, as I try to use some of production
techniques in worship to bring the senses
alive, and engage people in worshipping God.
I use my talent to encourage others. I rarely
sing solos in church. When I left singing, I
put that behind me. I wanted to move into a
new chapter without any baggage. I graduated
from Drew University Theological School
with a Master of Divinity, magna cum laude,
and was appointed as a pastor for the 1st time
in 2008. I have served United Methodist
Churches in Bernardsville, Monroe Twp,
Spotswood and now South Amboy.” Pastor
Hillary Johnson Crute said that “I am grateful
for the warm and supportive welcome of the
South Amboy church and look forward to
getting to know the community.”
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On July 9, 2016 over 135 people gathered in Burk’s Park, Sayreville, for the 75th Anniversary of the
Annual DuPont 25 Year and Pensioners Picnic. Attendees were mostly local with some people coming
in from Florida and Virginia. They have come together for many years to renew old friendships and
relive the camaraderie they enjoyed during their working years. People attending had at least 25 years
of service and many 40+ years of service. These people contributed much to the success of DuPont
in Sayreville. Picnic committee: Sandy Fogler, Ray Thompson, Ed Bender, John "Zeke" Trzeciak, Paul
Roman and John Szot. Pictured above (l-r) John "Zeke" Trzeciak, Paul Roman, John Szot, and Don
Lohner who handled the food preparation and grilling. (Photo/Info Submitted)

Butterfly Garden Tours

Elmwood Cemetery Association will
host a garden tour of their newly expanded
butterfly garden and bird sanctuary. The tours
will be held on July 31 , 2016 from 1:00 pm
to 3:00pm. Elmwood Cemetery is located at
425 Georges Road North Brunswick, New
Jersey. Elmwood Cemetery’s garden has
been certified as a Monarch Waystation and
a North American butterfly garden providing
a habitat friendly to native butterflies and
birds. Elmwood Cemetery Butterfly Garden
was created to provide milkweeds and nectar
sources for butterflies native to New Jersey,
particularly the Monarch Butterfly. Recent
studies have shown that the Monarch Butterfly
population has drastically diminished in
the past few years. Scientists believe the
reduction of butterfly populations may be
a result of overdevelopment and the recent,
widespread use of herbicides. Elmwood
Cemetery is a Victorian Garden Cemetery,

founded in 1868. The founders, 148 years
ago, designed a cemetery where a beautiful
landscaped park would create a respite from
expanding cities. Because of their vision,
Elmwood is not just a cemetery but a preserve
of 50 acres of native trees and shrubs, a home
to many birds and wildlife. The butterfly
garden is further commitment to supporting
a sustainable natural environment in Central
Jersey. Elmwood Cemetery’s grounds
provide a beautiful outdoor sanctuary for
people and a haven for butterflies and birds.
The garden tours will be directed by Rutgers
University students. The tours will provide
information about our garden and helpful tips
to start your own butterfly garden. There will
be participatory activities for children. All
are invited to this free event. Please register
at www.TheElmwoodCemetery.com/events.
For more information call 7325451445 or
email info@theelmwoodcemetery.com.

Middlesex County College Dean’s List

A total of 1080 students were named to
the Dean’s List at Middlesex County College
for the spring 2016 semester. Local students
were as follows:
Sayreville
Nicole Lynn Raub, Zacharaya A
Abdelnasser, Bushra Azmat, Meher A Bhatti,
Claudia Magdalena Brzoza, Steven J Buscar,
Yonaira Deleon, Mariam Adama Evans, Carly
Galasso, Bishoy Elkot Ghaly, Joshua James
Guarnera, Toujan Hammouri, Huma HussainAbidi, Oyindamola H Ikolaba, Prabhakar
KC, Ksenia Khlystova, Christopher James
Krieger, Austin Joseph Leibowitz, Veranika
Lenko, Khadijah A Mahon, Michael Daniel
Marcinczyk, Kunal Mishra, Olatunji
Olayori Ojuado, James Tyler Pappas, Vivek
Sunandaben Patel, Matthew Ryan Pestonit,
Ariel Elizabeth Ross, Hitanshu Soni, Iryna
Stremska, Salem Ismail Sukkar, Amy

Elizabeth Tengelics, John Paul Tsaptsinos,
Joel A Valdez, Alicja Wisniowska.
South Amboy
Aaron E Beers, Amanda E. Bright,
Merisa Mary Carroll, Elton Cheng, Gary
Colfer, Jonathan M. Collazo, Jeremiah Sean
Crowley, Ronak R Dave, Zohar Ozz Dayan,
Kate N Ennim, Rebecca Lynn Flaherty,
Robert Maxwell Garcia, Flobatear Ehab
Gawargi, Natalie M Ghigliotty, Katie Hoff,
Ofelia Marie Javelosa, Zainab T Kassim,
Heather Rose Kelleman, Amanda Leigh
Lavigne, Keelyn Ann Leonard, Isiah Patrick
Lozano, Victoria M. Mastrella, Amber
Morgan, Komal Z. Naqvi, Caitlin J. Norek,
Tyler Olivieri, Christine Elizabeth Rathbun,
Jennifer Marie Reyes, Thomas Michael
Schnell, Iqra Sikandar, Rhiannon Smith,
Rizalina De la Cruz Stacey, Erin Maria
Stanton, Amy Christine Walczak.

Yearbook-St. Mary 1991
By Tom Burkard

St. Mary's Class of '91 returned for its
final year in early September, 1990, and you
can bet that plenty of them were fans of local
rock superstar, Jon Bon Jovi, whose "Blaze
of Glory" topped the national charts on Sept.
8th... The yearbook was titled "Together
As One," and dedicated to Sarah Shipman.
Carolyn Kuzniak was the Editor...John Gloss
Jr. was principal, and some of his fine staff
consisted of; Sr. Kateri, Sr. Alexandra, Sr.
Lucia, Sr. Anselma, Jim Davidson, Deborah
Gulick, Sr. Ester, Charlotte Kierst, Dorothy
Tighe, Helena Rosato, Madeline Tharney...
The Senior Senate was headed by Robert
Russo. Also on the Senate were; James Cleary,
Robert Clayton, Gino Vattelana, Erin Bulmer,
Robert Zaleski, and Jesse Anstett...Two big
social events were the Halloween Happening,
and the Annual Christmas Ball which was
held at the Buttonwood Manor... Some of the
'91 grads selected randomly include; TinaLynn C'asadei, Sylvia Marciniak, Danielle
Corlett, Hilary Gearon, Katherine Delaney,
Joyce St Kosanovich, Leann Dalfonzo, Stacy
McCormack,Tara Mitchell, Jennifer Melnyk,

Catherine Murphy, Sharyn Nash, Laura Pentz,
Janet Rzepka, Julianna Schenck, Cindy Solis,
Michelle Sweeney, Catherine Teffenhart,
Jo Anne Toth, Judy Vargas, Teresa Vargas,
Robin-Lynn Williamson, Robin Fraley...
The Class of '91 featured many talented
athletes including; Dan Blaha ( over 1,000
points in basketball), Stacie Bacsoka, Valerie
Archie, Jesse Anstett, Jim Cleary, William
Comitini, Robert Clayton, Rosemarie
Cuesta, Yosmarie Diaz, Maureen Fleming,
Beata Jankowski, Cheryl Julg, Keith
Klass, Michelle Lo Mauro, Claudia Lucas,
Brian McLaughlin. Tom Moran, Jo Ellen
Paczkowski (over 1,000 points in basketball,
also excelled in Softball), David O'Connor,
the late Steve Pavich. Dave Orlowski, Jimmy
Pavlonnis, Robert Russo, Michael Pyrik,
Vincent Saunders, Philip Smith, Jennifer
Sullivan, Martha Tsilimidos, Gino Vattelana,
Lisa Witt, Kerri Walker, Rob Zaleski (over
1,000 points in hoops), and Kevin F. Zebro...
Mariah Carey's "I Don't Wanna Cry" topped
the pop charts as St. Mary's memorable Class
of '91 received their diplomas in late May.
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Lyrics For Lucas
October 26

A benefit concert and silent auction is
slated for Wednesday October 26 at Starland
Ballroom Jernee Mill Rd. Sayreville.
Glen Burnik & The Weeklings will be
featured. Proceeds benefit Lyrics For Lucas
Foundation. For more information visit the
website at lyricsforlucas@gmail.com

OLV Senior
Open House

The OLV Seniors will be hosting two
Open Houses on Tuesday, August 9th and
16th from 10 AM to 12 noon in the lower
church of OLV for any senior interested in
joining our group. The age to join is 55 years
old. Members of our group will be present to
answer any of your questions. The address is
Our Lady of Victories Church, 42 Main Street,
The Harold G. Hoffman Multi-Class Sayreville. If you are unable to attend either
reunion will be held on September 25, 2016 of these dates but would like information,
from 1 PM through 5 PM at Mara's Restaurant please contact Teri at 732-727-7639.
located at Rte. 35 North and Catherine Street
in South Amboy. The cost is $55.00. Checks
The Knights of Columbus in South
should be sent to Susan Mattsson at 241 Amboy will be running another session
Cindy Street Old Bridge NJ 08857. Please of Drums Alive Fitness class starting on
try to attend to make this a gala affair. If you Thursday, August 4th.
have any questions, you can call 732-721The class starts at 7pm and ends at
2956 and leave a message
7:50pm. The cost is $65 for 8 classes. Part
of the proceeds benefit the Columbian Club
Council No. 426. Location is 308 Fourth
Street, South Amboy. Equipment needed is
South Amboy Knights of Columbus a Stability Ball and a Yoga mat, the rest of
Council 426 have chosen their officers for the equipment is provided.
the 2016-17 Columbian Year. Grand Knight
This class is therapeutic and also a
Jack Mieczkowski, Financial Secreatry Rich serious cardio workout! Drumming has been
O'Brien, Deputy Grand Knight Pete Kennedy, proven to trigger the release of endorphins.
Chancellor Les Wilson, Recorder Kevin Endorphins help us endure pain and stress
Scupp, Treasurer Steve Schmid, Advocate and make us more joyful. It has been proven
Peter Luccarelli, Warden Dan Ryan, Inside that when people drum in a group even more
Guard Jim Koczon, Outside Guard Steve endorphins are released!
Maslowski, 1 Yr Trustee Al DiGuilio, 2 Yr
Pre-registration is required.
Trustee Ray Suchcicki, 3 Yr Trustee Ken Please call Denise at 732-525-9536 or
Smetana, Chaplin Rev. Stanley Gromadzki, emailhealthandfitnesswithdenise@gmail.
Lecturer Jan Williams
com
Please note that Tabata and Yoga classes
on Tuesday evenings are still underway, join
us at anytime.
South Amboy Knights of Columbus
Council 426 have their next Cruise Night
Friday September 9 from 6 to 9 p.m. at 308
Fourth St. South Amboy. Oldies music,
St. Mary’s class of 1979 will hold it’s
trophies, food, and drink will be available.
Everyone is asked to bring a non-perishable annual reunion on Saturday August 20th
food item for local food pantries, For more starting at 3pm until ? at the Munkee bar.
information call 732-553-9060 or 732-721- For more info call 732 829-5562.
2025.

Sayreville Fire Department ‘s 100th Year
Anniversary Parade
(Photos/story by Joe Lotkowictz)

Hoffman Reunion

Drums Alive Class

SA Knights Choose
Officers

The Melrose Black Hawks marching band performed during the Sayreville Fire Department’s
100th Anniversary Parade. They did a fine job for this occasion, and helped make this an event
to always remember.

Classic Car Cruise
Night September 9

St. Mary’s Class Of
1979 Yearly Reunion

Many dignitaries were on hand for the Sayreville Fire Department’s 100th Anniversary Celebration.
Pictured at the reviewing stand in no particular order are Assemblyman John Wisniewski,
Assemblyman Craig Coughlin, Mayor Kennedy O’Brien, Council Members Mary Novak, Dan
Buchanan, Fire Chief Vincent Waranowicz, 1st Assistant Chief George Gawron, 2nd Assistant Chief
Steven Kanca, personnel from the Road & Parks Dept., and Master of Ceremonies SFD’s own Rich
Kosmoski. The SA Times gives a hearty congratulations to Sayreville’s finest for a great parade!
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On May 25, 2016 members of the South Amboy Fire Dept. were honored by the Middlesex County
200 Club along with other first responders throughout the county at a luncheon at the Pines in
Edison. Six South Amboy firefighters were awarded Awards of Valor for saving the life of a resident
by pulling the victims from a structure fire on Elm St. in 2015 and assisting in reviving him. Also
honored was the family of SA Fire Police Chief Gerald " Bear " Celecki who died in the line of duty.
Pictured (l-r) Asst. Fire Chief Steve Szatkowski, Firefighters Tom Parsons. Dave Barlics, Chris Norek,
Alex Fedorka and former Fire Chief Mike Geraltowski. (Photo/Info Submitted)

Alex Dobrinsky (r) receives the St. Vincent de Paul Medal plaque from Frank Sullivan (l) and
Anthony Mochal (c) of the New Jersey Catholic War Veterans. This award is in recognition of Alex’s
dedication to veterans hospitals and other veteran facilities in NJ. Congratulations, Alex! (Photo/
info by Joe Lotkowictz)

Middlesex Roundtable Brings Focus To
School Funding Reform Plan

‘Formula4 Success’ Would Boost Support
for Every School District In Middlesex
County
Joined by local officials and educators,
Senate President Steve Sweeney, Senator
Linda Greenstein and Senator Patrick
Diegnan conducted a roundtable discussion
in Edison today to focus on the educational
and fiscal value of the school funding reform
plan authored by Senate Democrats that
would bring all the state’s school districts to
full funding. Joining with them were mayors,
other local officials, school superintendents
and educators from throughout Middlesex
County.
Each of the 25 school districts in
Middlesex County would gain additional
state aid under the proposed School Funding
Reform Act, which would provide full
funding for school systems throughout the
state. The legislation S-2372, to create a
special commission to develop a school
funding reform plan has already been
approved by the Senate Education committee.
“We have a realistic school funding plan
that is fair and equitable for every school
district in New Jersey,” said Senator Sweeney.
“The intent of the original funding plan was
correct but the state has not lived up to its
promise. This reform will support the promise
of equal educational opportunity for all the
schoolchildren of New Jersey.”
The Senate plan would remedy a school
funding system that has left 80 percent of
New Jersey’s school districts underfunded,
bringing all districts to full funding within
five years with a boost of $100 million
annually. New Brunswick would receive an
additional $23 million under the plan. The
failure of the state to fund the school formula
has shortchanged all types of school districts,
including those in suburban districts, Senator
Greenstein said.
“The state needs to address the growing
disparities in school funding throughout
the state,” said Senator Greenstein. “This
is a problem that shortchanges suburban
districts as well as those in urban and rural

communities. “Each and every school system
in Middlesex County would benefit from the
plan for full funding.”
The school systems in New Brunswick,
Woodbridge and Edison are among the
many districts in Middlesex now receiving
less than 85 percent of formula aid, among
others.. They would all receive an increase
in aid to lift them to full funding, under the
reform plan. I have to compliment Senate
President Sweeney for calling attention to
the facts,” said Senator Diegnan. “The facts
are if the funding formula was distributed
as it’s supposed to be, we would not be in
this crisis mode. This plan will make right
the deficiencies with the existing funding
practices.”
Also participating in the forum were
mayors, school superintendents and other
school officials.
“The funding formula has grown less
fair and less adequate over the years with the
fastest-growing districts being shortchanged
the most, which puts upward pressure on
property taxes,” said Senator Bob Smith.
”Full funding will help control local property
taxes as well as improve education.”
“We want a funding system that is fair
to all the districts and all the students,” said
Senator Joe Vitale. “To accomplish that, we
need a plan that is realistic. This isn’t about
politics, it is all about education and equal
opportunity.”
The commission will put the plan into
legislation that will have to be approved or
rejected in its existing form with up or down
votes by the Legislature.
Under the proposed legislation, a fourmember “State School Funding Fairness
Commission” would be established and
given one year to develop a plan that would
bring every school district in the state to
“adequacy funding” within five years.
The Administration would appoint two
commissioners and the Senate President and
Assembly Speaker would choose one each,
according to the bill.
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Trinity United Methodist Church News
By Lori Synarski

Trinity United Methodist Church at 815
Bordentown Ave., has a new minister, Pastor
Hillary Johnson Crute. Pastor Hillary, as
she prefers to be called, will be shared parttime with the United Methodist Church in
Spotswood. Our services now begin at 9:30
a.m. The first of every month is Communion
Services, and a light coffee hour after service
is shared. Starting in Sept., Sunday School is
held every Sunday during church service for
children 5-13, and nursery is also available.
During the summer, the children join in during
church service.
The church hosts a Thrift Shop on
Tuesdays, Thursdays, and Saturdays from
9 a.m. to 12 noon. The shop has clothes,
household items, toys, linens and much
more at very reasonable prices. Donations
are welcome any time; although we can’t
accept furniture, appliances, and large items.
This has become a wonderful mission for
the community.
Upcoming events for the church include
the Roast Beef Dinner on Sat., Oct. 22,
the Gift Auction on Fri., Nov. 4, and the
Christmas Bazaar on Sat., Dec. 3. The Roast
Beef Dinner is home-cooked with roast beef,
mashed potatoes, vegetables, salad, rolls and
homemade desserts. The dinner is all you
can eat, and costs $15 per adult. Everyone
raves about the dinners and often hang out
and chat with their friends. The dinner runs

from 5-7 p.m.
The Gift Auction includes over 100
gifts that will be auctioned off. We have gift
certificates from local vendors, appliances,
china, pictures, pocketbooks, and this year
a number of pieces of furniture from the
Amish Country. You can get a great start
on your Christmas shopping list. 100% of
the proceeds are donated to the Food Banks
in South Amboy and Sayreville. If you are
interested in seeing the items that will be
auctioned off- check out our Facebook site:
Trinity United Methodist Church starting in
Sept. If you have any questions, please call
Lori at 732-763-6232. It’s a free night of
fun, so join us!
The Christmas Bazaar will once again
be held on the first Saturday of Dec. We
open at 9 a.m. and close at 3 p.m. We have
various rooms selling many different itemshomemade cookies, craft items, paintings,
knitted items, a children only room, premade baskets and our Christmas room. Our
kitchen is open all day for homemade soup,
sandwiches, and hot dogs. Stop by and get
into the spirit of Christmas.
Our church is hidden in the woods in a
very picturesque environment and we truly
enjoy it. Unfortunately since it is so hidden,
many people don’t know it exists. We invite
you to visit us on a Sunday morning or attend
any of our events. We’d love to meet you!

The OLV Seniors are sponsoring a bus
trip to Virginia Beach- Christmas at the
Beach from November 30th to December
2nd. The cost of the trip is $425.00 which
includes 2 nights lodging, 2 breakfasts
and dinners, a USO show, visits to IMAX,
Virginia Air and Space, and Holiday Lights
at the Beach plus much more. Also included
is the bus transportation, bus driver gratuity
and snacks on the bus. To reserve a seat or
for further information please contact Teri
at 732-727-7639.

The OLV Senior Group is sponsoring
a trip to the Finger Lakes Wine area on
October 11 – 13, 2016. The price of the trips is
$420.00. The price includes: 2 nights lodging,
2 breakfasts, to dinners, wine tasting at 9
wineries, souvenir gift, bus transportation,
and taxes and gratuities. Dinners will be at
the Belhurst Castle and Finger Lakes Casino.
The bus will leave from the lower parking
lot of OLV. To make reservations or for
further information, please contact Teri at
(732)727-7639.

Christmas At The
Beach Trip

Finger Lakes Wine
Safari Trip
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Dr. McKenna Named Medical Director At
Alameda Center

Alameda Center for Rehabilitation &
Healthcare: A Vision Of Excellence In Care
In The Heart Of Perth Amboy, recently named
Dr. Harold McKenna Medical Director.
A Physician Advisor in Utilization
Management at Raritan Bay Hospital, Dr.
McKenna brings to Alameda Center his
sterling reputation as a doctor with peerless
standards of clinical excellence – a great fit
to Alameda’s Vision to chart new frontiers
in patient care.
Amidst gifts, balloons, music, raffle
prizes, the splendid food of the celebrated
Portuguese Manor, and featuring Wilda
Diaz, Mayor of the City of Perth Amboy as
a keynote speaker, this delightful evening
was a prime opportunity to personally meet
Alameda’s Administrator Jay Berger, LNHA,
Christiana Enworom Director of Nursing,
and be inspired by the impressive team that
leads each Department at the Center: the
people who uphold the exemplary quality
measures that have earned Alameda a CMS
4-Star rating.
These quality measures, Alameda’s
nurturing, home-inspired environment, and
its unsurpassed personal care came to life as
Mayor Diaz captivated the attendants with
a very personal account of her mother’s

rehabilitation experience at Alameda,
praising its successful fusion of clinical
excellence with utmost compassion and
respect for the individual, and concluding,
quoting Alameda’s motto, “indeed it was,
‘Progressive Rehab. Impressive Experience’
”. “We want our patients to have a comforting
sense of being home, regardless of how long
their stay with us may be” indicated Dr.
Romel Arjona, Subacute Medical Director
at Alameda Center, also in attendance at
the Gala Event. “Our beautiful, state-ofthe-art building is, foremost, a nurturing
setting where our kind and professional staff
members are passionate about fulfilling the
physical, medical, social, and cultural needs
of each patient”.
A 250-bed subacute rehabilitation and
nursing care center in the heart of Perth
Amboy, Alameda Center for Rehabilitation
& Healthcare offers an impressive suite of
specialized programs that include state-ofthe-art Orthopedic Rehabilitation, Pulmonary
Care, Cardiac Telemetry, Peritoneal Dialysis
and unique Hispanic and Indian Cultural
Programs. For more information, please
contact Junel Hutchinson, Executive Director
of Admissions & Marketing at (732)442-9540
option #5.

An evening of transformation, healing,
letting go, and most of all “Joy” will be
held on Thursday, July 28 from 7-8:30 p.m.
at Therkelsen Chiropractic Center, 205
Bordentown Ave., South Amboy. Free-love
offering (donations). Come join us for a
night to explore the power to forgive, that
sets us free to love! Transform and RenewRomans 12:2.
The Facilitator is Nanette Victoria (www.
nanettevictoria.com). She is a spiritual
coach, intuitive mentor, NLP, advanced
Reiki practitioner, ecstatic dance coach,
hypnotherapist. To contact her call 732-7750733, cell-908-433-6254.

May you always be happy, may your future
be blessed, may you reach your goal in your
earthly quest.
May you always succeed in whatever you
do, may contentment be with you your whole
life through.
May your cup overflow with sunshine and
cheer, may you be a success in your chosen
career.
May you forever have friends wherever
you are, may you always be safe when you
travel far.
May you stay in God's grace all your life
long, may you tread in His footsteps and
never go wrong.
May you have the strength to affliction bear,
may you never know anguish or need to care.
May you always remember your younger
years, may you think back and laugh at your
childish fears.
May the sun shine brightly on your
Graduation Day, may happiness and fortune
come with each ray.

Power Of Forgiveness

A PRAYER FOR HEALING
Lord, you invited all who are burdened to come to
You. Allow your healing hand to heal me. Touch my soul
with Your compassion for others. Touch my heart with Your
courage and infinite love for all. Touch my mind with Your
wisdom, that my mouth may always proclaim Your praise.
Teach me to reach out to You in my need. Help me to lead
others to You by my example. Most loving heart of Jesus,
bring me health in my body and spirit so that I may serve
You with all my strength. Touch gently with this life that
you have created. Amen -S.R.

Graduates

Under the Boardwalk
By Elaine Holton Scott

“Ooh, when the sun beats down and burns
the tar up on the roof, and your shoes get so
hot you wish your tired feet were fireproof…”
Hands down, the best summer job for
young guys had been as an usher at the
movie theater, for example the Majestic in
Perth Amboy. It would have been the best
job for teenaged girls too but this was back
in a time when gender roles were strict and
unrelenting. So, while teenaged males were
earning minimum wage working as movie
ushers, young girls were earning nothing as
they learned domestic chores, like how to
iron and starch those white, 100% cotton
shirts ushers had to wear. Why was the job
of an usher the best summer job? There
were two reasons: (1) a movie theater was
the only place that had air conditioning and
(2) because it was a part of their job to make
sure the moviegoers behaved, allowing them
to stand and watch what was happening on
the screen…especially when the Catholic
Monitor had banned a movie. For the rest of
us, life in the summertime, before the first air
conditioner was placed in a window, could
have been compared to Dante’s Inferno,
except our inferno was the real deal.
It really is quite shocking to realize how
different our world is now compared to that
time of long ago before anyone had heard
of a faraway country called Vietnam. Yes, a
simpler time of life it surely was: neighbors
sitting on front porches to “get some air” but
only after the supper dishes had been washed;
guys driving with their elbows sticking out
open car windows; drivers, the ones who
didn’t have the “newfangled” directional
signals installed in their cars, using hand
signals; young girls going on dates wearing
kerchiefs on their heads to protect their hair

styles from blowing apart; going to see a
movie at the new drive-in; heading to an
A&W Root Beer stand for some root beer
served in mugs covered on the outside with
crystalized ice; seeing the iceman deliver
blocks of ice to people still using their old
ice boxes instead of the modern refrigerators;
hearing the sound of the Good Humor truck
somewhere in the neighborhood, signaling
it was time to beg for some money; guys
cutting the grass using push lawn mowers
and clipping hedges with the motor being
the strength in their arms; getting a drink
of water from the kitchen faucet, using the
“water glass” always kept by the sink for that
purpose; risking punishment by standing in
front of an opened refrigerator to cool off;
using a cheap paper fan to move the hot air
around; and, of course, going on dates to one
of the many boardwalks in the great state of
New Jersey.
“Ooh, under the boardwalk, down by
the sea…yeah…on a blanket with my baby
is where I’ll be…”
**Hard to believe that knowing car
hand signals was mandatory to get one’s
driver’s license, even long after directional
signals and brake lights became standard
in vehicles. Anyone remember?? An arm
held straight out, parallel to the ground had
meant the car was going to make a left turn;
resting a left elbow on the car’s window sill
with the forearm raised upward meant the
car was going to turn right; and the left arm
dangling to the road meant the car was going
to come to a stop. Without car directional
signals meant that a driver always had to
drive with his car window down…no matter
what the weather.
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Pictured (l-r) Middlesex County Freeholders Charles Tomaro, H. James Polos, Freeholder Director
Ronald G. Rios, and Freeholder Charles Kenny dedicated six new emergency response boats to be
used during water-related emergencies. (Photo/Info Submitted)

County Dedicates Boats for Task Force

Middlesex County officials dedicated
six new emergency response boats to be used
during water-related emergencies.
“During Superstorm Sandy and various
other water-related events, the County
recognized a need for resources to specifically
address these types of emergencies and
rescue operations,” said Freeholder H.
James Polos, chairman of the County’s
Public Safety and Health Committee. “These
new boats and equipment, along with the
specialized water rescue training for our
emergency personnel, strengthens our overall
countywide emergency response.”
“It is our belief that by continuing to learn
from past events, we become more proficient
in responding to all future situations and
have the resources, training, and personnel
necessary to protect our residents,” said
Freeholder Director Ronald G. Rios. “Our
residents’ safety is paramount, and we will
continue to assess ways to protect them.”
The County purchased four lightweight
inflatable boats, equipped with motors,
trailers and all emergency accessories. They
will be assigned to four towns in Middlesex

County: South Amboy, Highland Park,
Middlesex Borough and South River. The
towns will maintain and operate the boats
during emergencies in their respective towns,
as well as throughout the County.
The County also purchased a “Milpro
Marine Rescue I Boat Package,” which
includes a 12-foot-long inflatable boat and
a 14-foot-long, flat-bottom rescue boat
equipped with motors, trailers and other
emergency accessories needed for waterrelated rescue and emergency operations.
Ten emergency responders from each
participating municipality and 15 members
of Middlesex County’s Urban Search and
Rescue (USAR) team will be trained in boat
safety, water rescue awareness and water
rescue operations.
This training will fully certify these
responders to participate in basic waterrelated rescue operations. Additionally, the
USAR team members will be certified in
advanced water rescue training. The basic
training in conjunction with this specialized
training fully certifies the USAR members in
all facets of water-rescue operations.
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Melrose Blackhawks Senior Drum And
Bugle Corps

The Lovely family celebrated their 50th Anniversary aboard the Norwegian Breakaway on a cruise
to Bermuda on June 19. Pictured (l-r) are Bob Burns, Kathy Lynch, son Sam, Jim.and Kathy Lovely,
Jessica, son Kris and Brian Jennings. A good time was had by all. (Photo/Info Submitted)

On June 11th, the Blackhawks traveled
down the Parkway to compete for the NJ
American Legion State Drum and Bugle
Corps title. It came away with another
victory making it 29 titles for the Sayreville
based Drum Corps. It received a score of
88.5. The Corps Honor guard placed third
in the competition with a score of 94. The
Competition entails all honor guards in the
parade including both music and American
Legion Posts
The corps is celebrating its 37th
anniversary season in 2016. The corps
history is storied. It has won numerous
titles in Fireman’s parades throughout New
Jersey and New York. It has represented the
NJ State American Legion at their national

conventions in Baltimore, Pittsburgh,
Indianapolis, and Charlotte, North Carolina.
It was the first Senior Drum and Bugle Corps
to perform in Walt Disney’s Magic Kingdom.
The corps has performed in Holiday Parades
in Daytona Beach Shores, Florida as well as
performing for the NY Yankees, NJ Nets, and
Somerset Patriots.
The corps is always looking for new
members. The corps practice on Sunday
evenings at 6:00 PM at the Mickey Sedlak
Civic Center behind the Borough Hall in
Sayreville. There is no fee or dues. For
further information, please call 732-8881467 or visit the corps website at www.
melroseblackhawks.com.

George E. Scharpf, President and CEO of
Amboy Bank, announced that Mary Riccardi
has been promoted to Senior Vice President
and Chief Risk Officer.
Ms. Riccardi’s 21-year career with
Amboy Bank began when she joined the
Bank as Controller in 1995. She was
promoted to Chief Financial Officer in 2007
and Senior Vice President in 2009. “She has
played a critical role in the sound financial
management of Amboy and as part of the
senior leadership team” Scharpf noted.
“We are fortunate to have someone with her
experience to serve as our new Chief Risk
Officer”, he added.

Ms. Riccardi has been a CPA for almost
30 years. She is a graduate of The College
of New Jersey having earned a Bachelor
of Science in Accounting. Prior to joining
Amboy Bank, she consulted for and audited
banks as a Senior Manager for KPMG.
In addition, she was Vice President and
Controller for Flemington National Bank
and Trust Company.
Amboy Bank, with assets of $2.2 billion,
is a full service commercial bank with 23
offices in Central New Jersey. Founded in
1888, Amboy Bank has been voted “Best
Bank in Central Jersey” for the past 18 years
in a row.

and residents, at Veteran’s Park behind
Borough Hall. While the parade judges were
working on their decisions and selecting
the winners of the trophies, the firefighters
were enjoying the refreshments and the
friendships of those participants who came
from throughout the state. Old friends were
reacquainted and new friendships were made.
All-in-all it was a momentous day for
the Sayreville Fire Department, one that the
Department will remember for a long time

to come. Many thanks to the Sayreville
Fire Department for their hard work in
preparing for this event by their planning
and fundraising for the past 5 years.
Congratulations to the Sayreville Fire
Department on your first 100 years and
wishing you the best and safest as you
start your next 100 years of dedicated and
volunteer service to the Borough of Sayreville
and all its residents.

Amboy Bank Promotes Mary Riccardi

Sayreville FD - continued from page 1

Rev. Dennis Weezorak (2nd from left) of the South Amboy-Sayreville Rotary swears in officers,
Mike Poll (2nd from right) as president, Roz Guzman-secretary (r), and Burton Wilkins-treasurer
(l). Following the swearing in ceremony, a fine luncheon was provided. Just to remind you of some
of the activities the Rotary Club provides are cash for scholarships, health fairs, support to needy
families. These are just a few of the ways the Rotary Club supports our communities. A big THANK
YOU goes out from The SA Times. (Photo/story by Joe Lotkowictz)

American Legion Boys State Program

By Past Commander Richard Kosmoski, American Legion Lenape Post 211
New Jersey Boys State Chairman

American Legion Boys State is among
the most respected and selective educational
programs of government instruction for high
school students. It is a participatory program
where each participant becomes a part of
the operation of his local, county and state
government.
Boys State has been a program of the
American Legion since 1935 when it was
organized to counter the Fascist inspired
Young Pioneer Camps. The program was the
idea of two Illinois Legionnaires.
At American Legion Boys State,
participants are exposed to the rights and
privileges, the duties and responsibilities of
a franchised citizen. The training is objective
and practical with city, county and state
governments operated by the students elected
to the various offices. Activities include
legislative sessions, court proceedings, law
enforcement presentations, assemblies,
bands, chorus and recreational programs.
Sayreville American Legion Lenape
Post 211 has completed the interviews for
this year's New Jersey Boys State Program.
Of the 21 boys that applied for the available
positions, seven have been selected as
delegates.
The Boys State delegates spent six days,
beginning June 19 thru June 24, 2016, at
Rider University learning how to establish
a democratic government that copies our
existing form of government. They heard
from a variety of speakers that included the
Governor, a representative from the New
Jersey State Police, the different branches of
the Military, representatives from Congress,
and many other notables.
The delegates had a very busy week with
each day starting at 6:00am and concluding
around 11:00pm, some days later. The boys
attempted to set up a national government
and seek various elected offices from among
their peers. Those elected will place their top
supporters in key governmental positions.

Much like our own government organization.
To qualify as a candidate for the New
Jersey Boys State Program, boys must be
completing their junior year in high school,
have a minimum of a B average, be willing
to participate and socialize with some of the
most up and coming teenagers from across the
state. The program sponsors about 800 boys
each year and there is no cost to any of the
boys to attend. The local American Legion
Posts along with various local sponsors pay
the entire cost of event.
During the program week, the delegates
will select two of their peers who will become
the representatives of the New Jersey Boys
State Program and go on to Washington D.C.
and participate in the National Boys State
Program the following week.
The New Jersey Boys State Program
is a stepping stone for many of the future
endeavors for these young men. They create
friendships during the program that will last
a lifetime. Each delegate that is chosen may
use this information when completing their
resume and note that they were chosen and
participated in the New Jersey Boys State
Program.
This year's delegates are: Tyler Cannon,
Matthew Crowley, Kory Hatton, Chris Patel,
David Stolte, Kumar Vishnu, and Kyle
Wavro, all who are now entering their senior
year at Sayreville War memorial High School.
Congratulations to all!

Car Show-Sept.18

South Amboy-Sayreville Rotary Club
will hold its 8th Annual Rotary Car Show on
Sunday, Sept. 18 at Oasis Chevrolet, 1292 Rt.
9 South, Old Bridge from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Rain date is Sunday Sept. 25. The show is
hosted by Hollywood Night Cruisers. All
entries must comply with the registration
rules and regulations.
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Thomas and Pauline Mitsock of Parlin celebrated their 70th Anniversary on June 29th. They were
married on June 29, 1946 at St. Casimir’s Church in Freeland, PA. They moved to Parlin in 1955,
and have lived there ever since. A very special celebration was held for them on June 19th (which
was Pauline’s 90th birthday), with children, grandchildren and great-grandchildren (from NJ, NY,
VT, and NC). The best “anniversary present” for them was that their newest Great-Grandchild
was born on their anniversary. Congratulations and best wishes always to two wonderful people!

Camp Kiddie Keep Well held a fundraising barbecue and groundbreaking ceremony on June 25, to
raise money for its capital campaign, part of which will build a new health center. The camp hopes
to raise funds over the summer and construct the new health center in the fall so that it is ready for
the 2017 summer camping season. From left: Board members Gene August, Will Waldron, Jugraj
Parmar, Ronald Goldfarb (Board secretary), Freeholder Charles. E. Tomaro, Camp Executive Director
Cindy Robertson, and Board Members Ronald Spevack and Ernest Stoukas. Camp Kiddie Keep Well is
located in Edison but serves underprivileged children from all over Middlesex County in four 11-day
sessions at no cost to the families. To make a donation, please visit www.kiddiekeepwell.org, or send
checks to KKWC Building Fund, 35 Roosevelt Dr., Edison, NJ 08837-2333. (Photo/Info Submitted)

South Amboy High School Principal Dr. Patrick McCabe (C) recognized the High School’s Science
League for their outstanding achievements at this year’s competition during a recent BOE meeting.
Pictured (l-r) Biology Team 2 who finished in 10th Place in the State out of 124 participating schools
Joseph Wells, Patrick Walsh, John Paul Bellanich who was the 8th ranked student in the state out of
over 300 students participating, Jordan Drevelus, Dr, McCabe, Randy Breigle, Biology Team 1 who
finished in 29th place out of 129 participating schools Michalina Modzelewska, Benjamin Henry
and Grace Gonzalez was the 50th ranked student out of over 300 participating students. Missing
from Photo Team 1 Julia Ibarra, Veronica Yang, Andrea Shi, Team 2 Mackenzey Buczek and Brendan
O’Keeffe. (Photo by Brian Stratton)

American Legion Memorial Ceremony
(Article submitted)

The Sayreville American Legion Lenape
Post 211, Honor Guard, will be conducting
a military memorial ceremony in honor of
Corporal Frank Wieczorkowski. Corporal
Wieczorkowski was mortally wounded on
the battlefields of France while fighting in
“The Second Battle of the Marne.” His final
resting place has gone unmarked. Finally,
after numerous attempts and many years
of red tape, a veteran’s grave marker was
obtained from the Veteran’s Administration
and will be placed at his final resting place. A
full military burial service will be conducted
with the placing of the military grave marker
and will include a 21-gun salute followed by
the playing of taps. This will be a replicate
of the original service that was conducted

98 years ago.
This memorable event will take place
at 7:00pm on August 4th, 2016. This date
is significant and was selected because it
was exactly 98 years to the day on August
4th, 1918 that Corporal Wieczorkowski was
mortally wounded and he succumbed to those
wounds on August 5th, 1918. The location of
the ceremony will be at St. Mary’s cemetery
on Washington Avenue in South Amboy, NJ.
This is an open invitation to all local
residents to attend these services in memory
of Corporal Wieczorkowski and pay tribute
to one of our local American World War
I Patriots who sacrificed his life for the
freedoms we enjoy today.

South Amboy-Sayreville Times July 30, 2016 13

John Kovaleski - continued from page 1

former New York Governor Mario Cuomo.
Highly respected by locals for his
prowess on the basketball court, he once
won a foul-shooting contest in 1949, prior
to a benefit basketball game for Muscular
Dystrophy.
The event was held at the old Sayreville
HS, and featured top shooters from 25 schools
throughout the state. For a talented, young
Hoffman sophomore, it was a night he would
never forget. He was a bit nervous, and missed
his first 3 shots, but settled down to put on a
memorable performance, connecting on his
last 42 shots in a row! The SRO crowd went
wild, and Sayreville AD, Vince Abbatiello
went into the lockers and asked John to shoot
5 more, as an encore. He calmly sank all 5,
while the runner-up, Bobby Kopperwats of
Woodbridge missed 3 of 5. Kovaleski finished
with an unbelievable 47 of 50, 47 in a row,
and the foul shooting championship.
While starring for the Hoffman
Governors baseball team, he was selected
an unprecedented 3 times as a 1st Team
All-Groups, All-State shortstop. This South
Amboy/Hoffman High record still stands to
this day.
He really admired the late Allie Clark,
who played Major League Baseball for the
Yankees and other teams. John once told
me that when he was in high school, Allie
would tell him and other high school baseball
players to come over to his home on Louisa
St. and pick out any new baseball bats that
they wanted, from the equipment which
Allie brought back from the bigs after the
season. John once said, “I saw Allie Clark
hit the longest ball ever hit at Veterans Field
in South Amboy.”
Nicknamed “Poncho” in his younger
days, the name stuck with him throughout
his life, especially in the local area, and he
really did not like it at all. He once said, “My
parents named me John, I was baptized John,
and that’s what I want to be called.”
Many people from South Amboy/
Sayreville shared their memories of John:
Charlie Koerner “I played one-on-one
with him almost everyday in high school
for 4 years. Frank Dziekan, (who was our
scorekeeper), Poncho and I were inseparable
in high school, and even afterwards, we hung
around together. On our jayvee basketball
team that finished (17-1), he brought the
ball down. If there were 3-pointers back
then, he would have had a lot more points,
and so would I. He played baseball in the
minor leagues for 3 years, and advanced to
a higher level each year, but quit. I asked
him why he quit and he said that, ‘If you’re
in the minors you don’t make any money.
You only make good money in the majors.
Poncho was a dedicated athlete, who kept
himself in shape, even after high school. He
used to run the railroad tracks to Horseshoe
Lake in Sayreville. He was a strong guy.”
Bill “Biff” McKeon “As everyone
knows, he hated to be called “Poncho.”
He signed with Pittsburgh after playing
outstanding baseball in the 1952 Johnstown,
PA, AAABA Tournament. He was a Physical
Education/Health teacher at Hoffman High,
until a back injury derailed his teaching career,
and he moved to Florida. He played on the
South Amboy All Stars/ South Amboy AA
Briggs teams, where he displayed a terrific,
strong, accurate throwing arm, and was a
good contact hitter.”
Ray “Butch” Tomaszewski “He was
something else!” We went to see an NIT
basketball game with him at the old Madison
Square Garden, and our seats were way in
the back. We looked down towards the
court, and there he was right up front at the
Press Box. Poncho was always very, very
competitive, and I enjoyed playing basketball
with him after high school and college days,
on different outside teams. On one team he
kept passing the ball and told me to shoot,
that I was a good shooter. He was a good
athlete, and excellent shortstop and infielder.”
Leo Kedzierski “He was a great
teammate in all the sports we played together,
particularly baseball. John, Tony Lopez and I
used to take batting practice at whatever field
was available, following our minor league
playing days. He was a hard worker, and we
worked hard, but had a lot of fun.”

George Spiecker “He was a complete
ballplayer. Steady fielder and outstanding
contact hitter.”
Jerry Connors “He was on the ‘48
South Amboy All-Stars team that went to
Johnstown, but wasn’t a key at the time. He
was only about 15 years old at the time, and
we had Ray Wisniewski at third base, “Ace”
Hennessey at shortstop, and Jack O’Brien
at second base. He was a good hitter with a
nice stance and swing in baseball, and also
a good basketball player.”
Gary Lange, who was one of Kovaleski’s
students at Hoffman HS, and played on his
Jayvee baseball team, and varsity soccer
club said that, “He was my Jayvee baseball
and varsity soccer coach, before Rich Klein
came in. He was old school. He kept
everybody under his rules. He was a stickler
for fundamentals. He also taught us a lot of
basketball during our gym classes, such as
picking and screening.”
Ernie Read once spoke about his
Hoffman High baseball coaches, saying,
“John Zdanewicz was funny, but really cared
about the players. He was the strategy guy,
the win-win, but John Kovaleski taught me
the mental aspect, the most about the game.
He taught me that in hitting, you don’t have
to swing at every strike, be selective. When
I took that approach, my average in high
school doubled.”
Joe Jaskowiak formerly of South
Amboy and now living in California said,
“I remember him painting Durski’s (Lee &
Rose) house in Mechanicsville, and he was
wearing a White Sox hat and had a chaw
of tobacco in his cheek. I thought he was
Nellie Fox. A couple of other things that he
said and I will never forget are ‘When you’re
up there to hit, you’re ready to swing at the
pitch, even it’s over the backstop at Veterans
Field, but sense tells you not to.’ One other
time he told us that, ‘After 2 weeks of Spring
Training, players wrote letters home to mom,
saying they started throwing the curve today.”
Al Gomolka Jr. “He was a tremendous
athlete and competitor for his size. I’ll always
remember his friendly smile.”
John Kovaleski was an enigma to most,
misunderstood by many, and a friend to
others. He had a unique sense of humor,
and after settling in Florida many years ago,
would watch TV and find out what the weather
was in New Jersey. If we had snow or was
freezing, he would call the office at Hoffman
HS, and ask to speak with former colleagues
who were still teaching. He would ask them
“How’s the weather up there,” knowing all
along it was miserable, and then would say
“It’s 85 and sunny down here, no humidity,
a beautiful day.” Needless to say, this would
get his former co-workers ire up.
I guess I was one of the fortunate ones.
Though many stories about him are not
flattering, I can say that he always treated
me with respect and as an equal. When my
assistants and I were covering Spring Training
in Florida, we were always welcomed and
treated royally by John, who told us we could
stay at his place as long as we wanted, and
on one occasion let us use his car to drive to
Port St. Lucie to cover a Mets game. Not
many people would be so kind. He was a
devout Catholic, who attended daily Mass in
Florida, when he was still healthy enough to
get around. May God Bless my good friend,
John Kovaleski.

John Kovaleski pictured during his teaching days
at Hoffman High School.
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County’s Free Outdoor Concert Series

Grab a lawn chair and head to one or
more of the Middlesex County Board of
Chosen Freeholders’ free summer concerts
held in four County parks.
“We’re proud to present another
outstanding year of the Music in the Parks
series to our residents,” said Freeholder
Charles E. Tomaro, chair of the County’s
Infrastructure Management Committee,
which oversees the Parks and Recreation
Office. “It’s another great way to enjoy the
County’s parks and spend time together.”
Middlesex County Freeholder Director
Ronald G. Rios said: “Middlesex County’s
parks are the perfect setting for live
entertainment, and we look forward to this
concert series each year. On behalf of the
Freeholder Board, I encourage all residents
to join us for these wonderful free summer
events.”
Raritan Bay Waterfront Park
South Amboy/Sayreville Beach Front O’Leary Boulevard, South Amboy
Concerts held on Wednesday evenings, 6:30
p.m. to 8:30 p.m., rain or shine*.
*In the case of inclement weather, concerts
will be held at the South Amboy Middle/High
School Auditorium. Shuttle service will be
available at the park courtesy of Middlesex
County Area Transit.
AUGUST
3 - The Tim Gillis Band (The Greatest in
Country Music)
10 - The Jersey Polka Stars - Polka & Variety
Music
17 - Irish Night featuring The Perry Brothers
Irish Band
24 - Danny V's 52nd Street Band - A Tribute
to Billy Joel
31 - "The British Invasion Tribute" - More
Than Just The Beatles

#1 Country Hits
July 30

Spring Lake Park Gazebo
Maple Avenue, South Plainfield
Concerts held on Sunday evenings, 6:30 to
8 p.m.
JULY
31 - The George Krauss Memorial Band Wizards, Warriors, & Phantoms - Barbara
Krauss Santoro, Leader
AUGUST
7 - Mark Heter and His Band - "Concert
Favorites Potpourri"
14 - Sandy Sasso’s Swingin’ Big Band - past
singer with the Dorsey, Goodman and Riddle
Big Bands
Warren Park Mini Theater
Florida Grove Road, Woodbridge
Concerts held on Sunday evenings, 6 to
7:30 p.m.
JULY
31 - *NEW* New York State of Mind - the
Music of Billy Joel
AUGUST
7 - Sandy Sasso’s Swingin’ Big Band - past
singer with the Dorsey, Goodman and Riddle
Big Bands
14 - The Jersey Polka Stars - Polka & Variety
Music
Thompson Park Gazebo
Forsgate Drive, Jamesburg
Concerts held on Wednesday afternoons, 2
to 3:30 p.m.
AUGUST
3 - The Jersey Polka Stars - Polka & Variety
Music
10 - Sandy Sasso’s Swingin’ Big Band - past
singer with the Dorsey, Goodman and Riddle
Big Bands
17 - Rave On Band - The Hits of Roy Orbison
and Buddy Holly
All concerts are free and open to the
public. For more information, call 732-7453936 or visit www.middlesexcountynj.gov.

Photos by Tom Burkard

Glen Burtnik (l) and his band rocked Kennedy Park at the Sayreville Independence Day Celebration.

#1 Pop Hits July 30

2005-Inside Your Heaven-Carrie Underwood
2003-My Front Porch Looking In-Lonestar 1994-I Swear-All-4-One
1989-Toy Soldiers-Martika
1996-Daddy’s Money-Ricoochet
1985-Love Don’t Care-Earl Thomas Conley 1970-Close To You-The Carpenters
1972-It’s Gonna Take A Little Bit Longer- 1961-Tossin’ and Turnin’-Bobby Lewis
Charley Pride
1969-Johnny B. Goode-Buck Owens
Music legend Kenny Rogers recently
began his final world tour, “The Gambler’s
Last Deal.” Kenny, who is 77 will be on a
two-year long string of shows around the
1966-Flowers On The Wall-The Statler globe, and finish up next year.
Rogers, who has had 24 #1 hits, plans
Brothers; Lies-The Knickerbockers; The
to
pursue
photography, and spend more time
Duck-Jackie Lee; The Men In My Little
with
his
wife
Wanda and twin sons Jordan
Girl’s Life-Mike Douglas; No Matter What
and
Justin,
12
years old, and travel to “As
Shape (Your Stomach’s In)-The T-Bones;
many
places
as
I can, so they can look back
The Cheater-Bob Kuban & The In-Men;
someday
and
say,
‘My dad took me there.’
Elusive Butterfly-Bob LInd; Love Makes The
Kenny
said
that
three of his favorite
World Go Round-Deon Jackson; Barefootin’country
stars
of
today
are Blake Shelton,
Robert Parker; Oh How Happy-The Shades
Luke
Bryan
and
Brad
Paisley.
of Blue; Cool Jerk-The Capitols; Doubleshot

Kenny Rogers Tour

One Hit Wonders-50
Years Ago

(Of My Baby’s Love)-Swingin’ Medallions;
Dirty Water-The Standells; Little Girl-The
Syndicate of Sound; Somewhere My LoveRay Coniff; They’re Coming To Take Me
Away, Ha-Haaa!-Napoleon XIV; Black Is
Black-Los Bravos; Psychotic ReactionCount Five; Winchester Cathedral-New
Vaudeville Band.

Glen Burtnik’s “The Summer Of Love”

A PRAYER FOR HEALING
Lord, you invited all who are burdened to come to
You. Allow your healing hand to heal me. Touch my soul
with Your compassion for others. Touch my heart with Your
courage and infinite love for all. Touch my mind with Your
wisdom, that my mouth may always proclaim Your praise.
Teach me to reach out to You in my need. Help me to lead
others to You by my example. Most loving heart of Jesus,
bring me health in my body and spirit so that I may serve
You with all my strength. Touch gently with this life that
you have created. Amen -T.B..

Cowboy With A Cause

Left Photo: Now here is something you don’t see everyday! A Cowboy heading down Route 9 on
horseback. (Photo by Karen Kline) Right Photo: Kylie O’Rourke (l) poses with the Cowboy Doc
Mishler (r) during his short stop in South Amboy. Kylie got to talk with Doc who explained he is
riding across the country to raise awareness for child hunger. (Photo courtesy of Kylie O’Rourke)

World renowned drummer and former South
Amboy resident, Joe Bellia is pictured at work
during the concert.

Super violinist Taylor Hope is pictured during
a break from the show, dressed up in her retro
60’s outfit.

FREE Music To South The Monkees Release
Amboy Residents
New Album

Hoopla – Instant Online Materials
Sadie Pope Dowdell Public Library
is thrilled to announce the arrival of a new
online resource called Hoopla. Simply create
an account and login with your Dowdell
Library Card to access all the online content.
Hoopla allows users to virtually checkout
and instantly access a wide variety of online
materials including audiobooks, comics,
eBooks, movies, music, and TV episodes.
Users are allowed 5 checkouts of any
material per month/per library card before
the checkouts refresh for the next month.
The Sadie Pope Dowdell Public Library
is a multi-learning Library with various
programming and services for the South
Amboy community. During the summer the
Library is open Monday, Tuesday, Thursday
from 10 am to 8 pm and Wednesday and
Friday from 10 am to 5 pm. For more
information on Hoopla and the Library, please
visit www.dowdell.org, or contact the Library
at 732-721-6060 or email us at comments@
dowdell.org.

By Tom Burkard

The Monkees, one of the top pop music
groups from the 1960’s, who had such huge
#1 hits as “Last Train To Clarksville,” “I’m
A Believer,” and “Daydream Believer,”
have recently released a new album called
“Good Times.” Vocalist Davy Jones died
several years ago, but the band has managed
to survive with original members Mickey
Dolenz, Peter Tork and Michael Naismith.
“Good Times” has some really good
tunes that sound Monkee-esque, and can
transport you back to another time...the
60’s, and deserve a listen from all Monkee
fans, whether music-wise, or from their
TV show. You can check the entire album
out on youtube.com. Most of the songs
are excellent, or have potential including
“Our Own World,” “Love’s What I Want,”
“Whatever’s Right,” “Love To Love,” the
title track, “Good Times,” “Gotta Give It
Time,” “Wasn’t Born To Follow,” “I Know
What I Know.”
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School Sports
By Tom Burkard

Gerges, Handy Won
GMC Titles

Sayreville track & field standouts,
Dakota Gerges and Eryn Handy both captured
first place finishes at the Greater Middlesex
Conference Championships. Gerges, a junior,
clocked in at 1:01.90 in the 400 hurdles.
Handy, a senior, tossed the shot put 38-5 ¾
to win it.

Aidoo Wins GMC
Crown

Sayreville track sensation Benjamin
Aidoo copped the 110 hurdles with a time of
14.68 at the Greater Middlesex Conference
Championships to bring home the title.
He also finished 3rd in the state Group IV
competition with a 14.25.

Local Athletes
Honored

The following local athletes were
honored by daily newspapers for turning in
outstanding seasons: Home News Tribune
Boys Track & Field All-Area 1st Team-110
hurdles-Benjamin Aidoo, Sayreville; Star
Ledger Boys Track & Field All-State Group
4-2nd Team-high hurdles-Benjamin Aidoo;
Home News Tribune Girls Track & Field AllArea 1st Team-400 hurdles-Dakota Gerges,
Sayreville; Shot put-Eryn Handy, Sayreville.
Home News Tribune All-Area Softball-3BChristina Misiur, Sayreville. Star Ledger
Boys Track & Field All-State Group 1- 3rd
Team-3,200-Patrick Walsh, South Amboy.
Star Ledger Softball All-State Non-Public
3rd Team-pitcher-Katie Eicher, Bishop Ahr
(Sayreville resident); Star Ledger Baseball
All-State Group 1-1st Team-infielder Jayson
Olivares; Home News Tribune All-GMC
Girls Golf Team-Erin McQuade, Sayreville;
Home News Tribune All-GMC Baseball 1st
Team-pitcher-Pete Soporowski, Sayreville.
Congratulations to all on your tremendous
achievements!

Former McCarrick
Athletes Excel

Three former Cardinal McCarrick track
members fared very well this spring as
members of the Mater Dei Prep track teams.
Nicole Rogan finished first in the high jump
at the Non- Public B sectional meet. She then
finished second at the Non-Public B group
meet to qualify for the Meet of Champions.
Matt Wojciechowski finished second
in the 110 meter hurdles and fifth in the 400
meter hurdles at the Non-Public B sectional
meet. He finished 9th in the 400 hurdles and
7th in the 110 hurdles at the Non-Public B
group meet. He missed qualifying for the
Meet of Champions by .05 in the 110 hurdles.
However, he ran a new personal best in both
events.
Kyle Poetsch also had a good season. A huge crowd of over 100 people showed up for the Grand Reopening of Manhattan Bagel on Main
On April 9th at a relay meet in Maplewood St. in Sayreville. Pictured is part of the long line of people that waited to get into the new eatery.
(Photo by Joe Lotkowictz)
he threw the shotput 46'0". This broke the
old Cardinal McCarrick boys shot put record.
Ten days later on April 19th in a duel meet,
he broke his own record with a throw of
48'4". He placed 5th at the Non-Public B
sectional meet, and also placed 5th at the
Non-Public B group meet to qualify for the
Meet of Champions. Congratulations these
former Eagles tracksters on a great season!

Master Social Media
to Promote Your
Products & Services

This workshop is ideal for business
owners, authors, bloggers, and creative
entrepreneurs! When it comes to online
marketing, social media is the place to be. But
with all the different platforms, it can be hard
to figure it out on your own. Each platform
has its own culture and ways to engage. Join
us at Sayreville Public Library on Wednesday,
August 10, from 6:30 to 8:00PM for this
interactive workshop. You'll learn about the
important social media platforms and find out
which ones are right for you and your brand.
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Game
The Local Sports Memory Machine T.H.E.
Year-1967

From The Youth League Archives

By Tom Burkard

80 Years Ago

1936-Hoffman nipped Keyport, 5-4
behind winning pitcher Henry Conroy, who
struck out 17 batters in this 9 inning contest.
Harris, the centerfielder stroked 2 hits and
had 3 RBI, “Busty” Lagoda laced 2 hits and
had an RBI, catcher Art Jensen hit a single
and double, and Pete Pavich added an RBI
single. This was Conroy’s second start of
the season, and in 2 games, he fanned 31 in
16 innings!

70 Years Ago

1946-Hoffman’s Jim Croddick had the
game of a lifetime, as he pitched and batted
the Governors to a 10-3 romp over Neptune.
The winning pitcher struck out 10, and also
blasted 3 towering home runs to drive in 7
runs for the Purple & Gold!

65 Years Ago

1965-The Lions Club team, who competed in the South Amboy Little Fellas League, looks like it
had a great time at this photo shoot. Pictured bottom row (l-r) Bruce Richmond, Danny Lewis, Jim
Bloodgood, Frankie Ward, ?. Middle row (l-r) Billy Ward, Britt Mason, Jack Jepsen, Rich Servis, Bobby
Jankowitz, Tony Skarzynski. Back row (l-r) Kevin McCarthy, Bob “Ozzie” Levins, ?. Top row Manager
Frank English (c), William Kurtz (r) Lions Club President. (Photo/names courtesy of Rich Servis)
*Great vintage photo! Does anyone have a team picture that can top this one? Why not send it in
so The SA Times readers can enjoy reminiscing?

Glory Days In Local Sports

1950-Winning pitcher Bill Bouchard
ripped 3 hits including a double, and drove
in 2 as Hoffman shutout Keyport, 6-0. Star
shortstop John Kovaleski belted 2 hits to
help the cause. 1960-St. Mary’s junior Jack
Seaman fired a brilliant 3-hitter and struck
out 8 to notch a 3-0 shutout over St. Rose.
Charlie Schachel had an RBI single and
stole home. Joe Jankowski laced 2 singles.
1975-Sayreville softball squad hammered
Franklin, 20-7. Lee Szatkowski blasted a
triple, and Sherry Popowski a two-bagger.

1985-The Eagles downed Green Brook, 5-3
behind winning pitcher Chuck Connery. Matt
Blaha blasted 2 home runs, and Bill O’Leary
added another homer. 1995-Chris Smith’s
2-run, 2-out single in the bottom of the 7th
won it for Hoffman over Perth Amboy Tech,
3-2. Winning pitcher Charlie Honimar fired
a 4-hitter and struck out 7. 2000-Sayreville
girls softball team pounded Perth Amboy,
9-2. Lauren Switzer, Justine Robe, and Gina
Musella all went 3-for-4, while Jessica Small
chalked up the victory.

Neumann Construction turned in an
outstanding unbeaten season, going (23-0-1),
and captured the Sayreville Adult Softball
Weeknight A Championship.
In the finals, they faced longtime
Sayreville rivals, 'Diablos' and won the first
2 games in a best of 3 series. In game 1,
trailing 11-8 in the bottom of the 6th (Final
Inning) the team rallied for a comeback win
on a 2 out, 3 run walk off homer by Jared
Mundy for a final score of 12-11. Neumann
Construction captured the title in game 2 by
a 6-3 victory.
The Neumann Construction team is
run by legendary local softball star Randy
Neumann, his son Brian Seres, and Jared
Mundy.
Mundy said that, “We put this team
together last spring with a lot of success,
but had some unfortunate early playoff exits.
Since taking over the Neumann Construction
name, the team has an overall record of 515-1.” Congratulations to the champions on
a stellar season!

Many of the following players have
had outstanding careers in both baseball and
now on the softball diamond, and should
be familiar to South Amboy and Sayreville
sports fans.
Jason Fischer, Eric Douglas, and Jared
Mundy - Have played together since they
were all on the Sayreville District 10 - 12
year old all star team in the year 2000.
Robert Geant, Brian Seres, Nick
Scarillo, Mike Dejoy and Jared Mundy were
all on the 2007 American League County
Championship Team (One of the best Legion
teams ever).
Brian Dejoy, Tim Adams, Christian
Geant all South Amboy natives who played
high school ball for South Amboy.
Jim Abbatiello is the veteran pitcher &
leader who took pitching tips from Larry
Parsons last summer. Parsons is believed to
be the All-Time leader in career victories in
South Amboy Slow Pitch Softball, with an
estimated 200 wins!

Neumann Construction Wins Sayreville Title

Champions

1951-St. Mary’s baseball team shocked
Sayreville, 3-0 behind winning pitcher Bill
Richardson’s 2-hitter. Frank O’Brien singled
in Ed Downs in the first inning, and the other
2 runs were unearned.

30 Years Ago

1986-Bill Reilly ripped a clutch 2-run
single to give St. Mary’s a thrilling 7-6 win
over St. Pius. Mike Dietrich and Frank
Paczkowski stroked 2 hits apiece to support
winning pitcher Chuck Connery.

Diamond Dust

1975 South Amboy Youth Leagues
Girls Softball League
Jets 17 Twins 1-Jackie Francy pounded 3 hits
and knocked in 2 runs.
Royals 9 Jets 5-Ann Noble belted 3 hits
including a three-bagger.
Boys Midget Baseball League
Cards 5 Mets 1-Tim Moskal blasted a homer
and single.
Pirates 6 Yanks 2-Peter Smith belted 3 hits.
Little Fellas Baseball League
Daylight Bakery 8 First Aid 1-Winning
pitcher John Inman struck out 15, and blasted
two 3-run homers along with 2 singles.
Jo-Tom’s 16 Progressive 10-Bob Aucone
drilled 4 hits, Burk Lambertson crashed 2
home runs, Andy Pipala orbited a homer, and
Dave Munck also hit a long round tripper.

Randy Wilson A
Coaching Legend
(Article submitted)

Randy Wilson, a 1985 St. Mary’s HS
graduate is currently a guidance counselor,
athletic director, and head coach of boys
and girls cross country and track at Central
Cambria HS in Pennsylvania, where he is a
coaching legend in that state.
His girls cross country teams have
won numerous state titles, and he is widely
expected to be inducted into the state of
Pennsylvania Athletic Hall of Fame for
Coaches in the near future.
Randy would have been a strong
candidate for induction into St. Mary’s/
Cardinal McCarrick Athletic Hall of Fame
had it continued. He was an All-Division
1st team runner for 3 straight years, was 2nd
team All-Blue Division in basketball, and won
the ping pong tournament in 2 consecutive
years. He helped the boys cross country team
win the Central Valley Conference (CVC)
championship in 1984 (Coach Ed Twomey’s
first season), by finishing 2nd in the race.
He ran the 2nd fastest time at Holmdel Park
(behind Joe Majkowski) in school history.

Sport-Baseball
Teams-St. Mary’s (3-5) vs. Hoffman (3-1)
Recap-In the 8th inning, Tony Ruszala ripped
his second hit of the game, to drive in the
game-winner, in a thrilling contest, as the
Eagles beat the Guvs, 3-2. Gerry Henderson
pitched a strong game in relief to seal the win.
Players-of-the-Game-Tony Ruszala and
Gerry Henderson.

English Hit 3 Homers
In One Game

Last month we inquired if anyone
knew a player who hit 2 home runs or more
in a local youth league baseball game. We
mentioned only two that we had heard of
who had accomplished the feat, both in the
South Amboy Little Fellas League, Joe Blaha,
who blasted 3 homers in a game, and Dennis
Quinlan 2.
SA Times avid reader Mike Kelly sent
us an e-mail saying that the late Myron
English hammered 3 home runs in a game
for Enterprise, “around 1968 or ‘69.” There
must be other players who have belted 2 or
more over the fence. How about in Morgan
or Sayreville? There sure were a lot of great
players there too. Drop us a line or give us
a call and let us know!

Back In Those
College Days

We’ve uncovered more locals who went
on to play varsity sports in college. The
latest list includes: Tom Farrell (St. Mary’s)Kilgore Junior College, Texas, basketball;
Danielle Leitner (Sayreville)-William
Paterson College, softball; Jen McDonnell
(South Amboy)-Middlesex County College,
softball; Coleen Waxmundsky (Sayreville)Middlesex County College, softball; Jennifer
Muller (Sayreville)-Rochester Institute
of Technology, softball; Dan Wunderlich
(Hoffman)-Teikyo-Westmar University
(Iowa), soccer; Kevin Wolff (Hoffman)Teikyo-Westmar University (Iowa), soccer;
Don Szatkowski (Hoffman)-Teikyo-Westmar
University (Iowa), soccer; Tom Martinez
(Sayreville)-University of North Carolina,
wrestling; Tom Roberts (Sayreville)-Wilkes
College (PA), baseball; Mallory Kirchner
(Cardianl McCarrick)-Georgian Court
University, softball; Jeff Toth (Sayreville)The College of New Jersey, baseball; Bernard
“B.J.” Mackiel (Cardinal McCarrick)Middlesex County College, baseball; Ed
Goldmann (Sayreville)-Middlesex County
College, baseball; Brandon Aich (Sayreville)Kean University, baseball; Jamie Wojcik
(Sayreville)-Middlesex County College,
softball.

Local Athletes Who
Played/Coached For
Other High Schools

Jim Holovacko (South Amboy)-Bishop
Ahr, baseball; Dan Astarita (South Amboy)Bishop Ahr, baseball; Brian Keegan (South
Amboy)-Bishop Ahr, baseball; Heather
Muller (Sayreville)-Bishop Ahr, soccer; Jason
Rutan (Sayreville)-Bishop Ahr, baseball;
Kevin Lawrence (Sayreville)-Bishop Ahr,
baseball; Brian Dugan (Sayreville)-Bishop
Ahr, baseball; Patricia Decker (South
Amboy)-Woodbridge Tech, basketball; Tim
Mahoney (South Amboy)-St. Joseph’s, ice
hockey.
Jack Kreiger (St. Mary’s) coached boys
basketball at Colonia and Metuchen, and boys
cross country at Woodbridge.

Quinlan Wins Yankee/Met Challenges

Former South Amboy resident, now You’re really terrific on matching faces!
residing in Tennessee, Dennis Quinlan once You should have been a detective or FBI
again proved he was the top Yankee fan by agent (LOL)!
correctly identifying 4 out of 6. The photos
and answers were as follows: Y1-Al Downing
PRAYER TO ST. JUDE
be said when problems arise or when one seems to be deprived
Y2-Jim Kaat Y3-Mickey McDermott Y4- of all(Tovisible
help, on far cases almost despaired of). Most holy Apostle St.
Mike Lowell Y5-Jim Coates Y6-Dave Jude, faithful servant and friend of Jesus, the church honors and invokes
universally as the patron of hopeless cases, of things almost despaired
Collins. Dennis missed on only numbers you
of, pray for me, I am so helpless and alone. Make use I implore you of that
particular privilege given to you, to bring visible and speedy help where
Y3 and Y5.
is almost despaired of. Come to my assistance in this great need that
Quinlan correctly nailed all 3 Mets help
I may receive the consolation and help of heaven in all my necessities,
Sayreville Adult Softball Weeknight A Champions- Neumann Construction. Pictured Back Row: photos. M1-Roberto Alomar M2-Jose Reyes
tribulations, and sufferings., and that I may praise God with you and all
the elect forever. I promise O Blessed St. Jude, to be ever mindful of this
(l-r) Christian Geant, Tim Adams, Jason Fischer, Eric Douglas, Jared Mundy, Brian Dejoy. Bottom M3-Mookie Wilson. Congratulations Dennis
great favor, to always honor you as my special and powerful patron, and
Row: (l-r) Robert Izzo, Robert Geant, Brian Seres, Jim Abbatiello, Justin Amedeo. Not pictured but
on once again winning this year’s titles. to gratefully encourage devotion to you. Amen. Thank You St. Jude. -E.P..
played during the season Nick Scarillo & Mike Dejoy. (Photo/Info Submitted)
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Correction

Last Month’s Classic Car Photo
According to antique car enthusiasts Jim
Kopystecky and Dave Colburn, last month’s
Classic Car photo, which was identified by
the owner as a 1956 Chrysler New Yorker,
was in fact, a ‘56 Oldsmobile Super 88.

Letters

.

Tom,
Nice write up about that two homer
game in 1971, thanks. Also nice to see
the 1971 All-Star team mentioned, I still
have the hat from that team 45 years later.
Dennis Quinlan
(Formerly of South Amboy)
Tennessee

1970’s-Actor Greg Evigan (r), formerly of
Sayreville, paid a visit to his cousins, Stewart Timm
(l), who is holding his children Chris and Sara.
Greg of course is a Sayreville War Memorial HS
Sayreville Councilwoman Mary Novak (l) cuts the ribbon at the Grand Reopening of Manhattan graduate, who went on to worldwide fame for his
Bagel store on Main St. in Sayreville. Councilwoman Victoria Kilpatrick (2nd from left) assisted at standout acting roles on popular TV shows “BJ
the ceremony. Owner Harry Bozak (c) also helps out with the ribbon-cutting, while others look on. & The Bear,” and “My Two Dads.” (Photo/info
(Photo by Tom Burkard)
courtesy of Anna Harris Friberg)
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I'm Playing For The
Yankees

By Albert Gomolka Jr. c. 1974
I'm posing in my uniform With No. 15
slightly torn
My glove and spikes both hustled worn
As the fans all beg me for a picture
Smiling nice, I'm in my glory
Like a come true dream or fairy tale story
I made it to the Major Leagues
I'm playing for the Yankees now
As a kid my mom would always say
Save some baseball for another day
Come and eat and go to sleep
Pray the Lord your heroes to keep
I pushed and made it to the Major Leagues
I'm playing for the Yankees now
Then I was drafted to another game
Their uniforms didn't look the same
No pinstripes but I'm still a Yankee
I made it to the Major League
Paralyzed in my army bed
Can't move my arms or legs or head
It's only in my mind
That I can now play baseball
Oh how I used to run and slide
And throw and catch and hit applied
Now it seems I just mostly cry
When it come to thinkin’ about baseball
I'm posing in my uniform
Smiling nice, I'm in my glory
I made it to the Major Leagues
I'm playing for the Yankees, now

A Morning Walk, An
Evening Ride On A
Cloud
By Rev. Rhea Carol

Walking dogs, Saturday morning,
hot summer day a little overcast
Hear the sound of bacon frying
Saturday morning people are making
a big breakfast?
Sizzle, sizzle, not bacon a heavy rain
Soaking wet!
Dogs look, can’t we go home now?
No, keep walking, I will pray for good weather
The dogs say, are you crazy?
No, Emmet Fox in the “Mental Equivalent”
says don’t use anything negative
when you pray
I prayed for a clear sky.
Thirty seconds later the rain stopped.
I came home and we were dry.
The rest of the day spent with like
minded people,
Spiritual
The sky was blue with white fluffy clouds
I went to sleep
I said God, I want to ride on a cloud
I blinked my eyes and I was on a cloud
Floating slowly over the
George Washington Bridge
Only a dream,
It was real to me! God is real, Life is real!
*Rev Rhea Carol is a non-denominational
licensed minister at Centers for Spiritual
Living and a motivational speaker. Rev. Rhea
performs customized weddings, blessing
of your home, pets and memorials. Any
ceremony can be customized and each one
is exceptional. For more information, please
contact Rev. Rhea at home 732-727-8219
or cell 732-771-7562 C, rhea_nj@yahoo.
com email.
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The Smoke Column

By Ex-Chief Richard Kosmoski, BA, MS

Part 2. I want to stay focused on the
lightweight construction homes that were
discussed in the July “Smoke Column”
because they can burn faster than a
lumberyard. Most, if not all, new construction
uses some form of lightweight material.
When looking at a new residential structure
being built in your neighborhood, pay
particular attention to the light weight floor
joists and the roof rafters. These two areas
would be the first to collapse under fire
conditions and would ultimately cause the
entire structure to collapse. This collapse
would be life threatening for the residents
and more so for the firefighters who would
have to enter the burning structure upon
arrival in an effort to search and rescue any
trapped occupants. In a situation where a
light weight construction structure was in
danger of collapse, the incident commander
would not permit firefighters to enter the
structure for fear of them being trapped due
to a catastrophic failure. The fire would be
fought from exterior positions only.
What doesn’t make sense is that
the building construction industry is not
in support of the fire service and is not
supporting any legislation providing for
sprinkler protection systems to be installed
in lightweight, new construction, one and two
family homes. Their issue with the installation
is that it would increase the cost of the home.
We don’t disagree with that fact, but
most sprinkler suppression systems would
increase the price of a new home on average
between 2% and 4% of the total construction
cost. This is a small price to pay for a lifesaving protection system. Let’s say that a new
LW construction home, such as those being
constructed on our local communities, has a
purchase price of $500,000. A fully installed
operational sprinkler suppression system
would add to the cost between $10,000 and
$20,000. Isn’t that amount worth a life?
Within a few short years, that initial outlay
could be made up on your homeowner
insurance premiums.
The New Jersey Division of Fire Safety
has proposed bills and supported legislation
for these sprinkler systems. Assembly John
Wisniewski, Chairman of the Fire Safety
Commission, has introduced legislation
during two previous legislative sessions.

Both times the bill was approved by the
assembly and senate. When it went to the
governor for his approval and signature, he
vetoed the bill! His reasoning was that he
wanted changes made and other provisions
added.
With additional revisions made, the
bill was sponsored by Assemblyman John
Wisniewski and re-introduced in the 217th
Legislature as A3334 on February 22, 2016.
This bill is necessary to not only protect
our homeowners and their families but also
our first responders who may risk their lives
entering these burning buildings to save
someone’s life and knowing full well the
dangers that await them.
To those of you in the fire service,
I want you to know that the New Jersey
Volunteer Fire Chief’s Association is
constantly approaching our legislators to
get this legislation passed so that we never
have to experience what our brothers up in
Edgewater had to battle for three days. I
urge all firefighters to get a copy of Frank
Branigan’s book “Building Construction
for the Fire Service.” It may be one of the
most informative textbooks on fighting fires
in different type of structures that you will
ever read. The book teaches you on how
buildings are constructed which ultimately
shows you the various ways it will collapse
under fire conditions.
Finally, if the dangers of fighting fires
in lightweight structures hasn’t got your
attention yet, beware! There is a new threat
to fire safety on the horizon, wooded high
rise buildings or as I call them “Toothpick
Towers.” If you thought fighting a fire in an
old three story Victorian is a task, Portland
Oregon has approved the construction of
a 12 story, wooded structure and in lower
Manhattan a 10 story wooded high rise is
planned. If these high rise wooden buildings
catch fire, more than likely they will be a total
loss. Safety consideration must be addressed
in the buildings that are in close proximity to
these fire hazards. What type of resources do
we have available to fight a fire of this nature
in apparatus and manpower? We will have
to pay particular attention to the buildings
of the future and how they will affect our
staffing and apparatus.

South Amboy YMCA receives $2,500 Grant from South Amboy Elks National Foundation for its
Livestrong program. The Livestrong wellness program is designed for cancer survivors and those
fighting cancer, on a daily bases. The program provides a certified wellness trainer that works with
each individual on the level of their physical strength and keeps an accurate record of each individual
to show how they are improving, so they can progress to a healthy lifestyle through exercise and
stretching. In the photo. L-R is Rose Cushing, CEO, YMCA of Metuchen, Edison, Woodbridge and
South Amboy, Lisa Sanguiliano, District Executive Director, Nicole Miller, Membership Marketing
Director, Beth Helsby, Director of Operations South Amboy Y, Ashley Malone, Wellness Coordinator,
Val Tarr Chairman of South Amboy Elks National Foundation, and Mike Green, Exalted Ruler of
South Amboy Elks. (Photo/Info Submitted)

Long Ago

This 1961-62 photo of
St. Mary’s HS freshmen
has The SA Times
feature writers Elaine
Holton Scott (2nd row
from bottom, circled),
and Fran Fitzmorris
(2nd row from the
top, 2nd from right)
as classmates. My how
time flies!

YMCA Confirms CEO

The YMCA of Metuchen, Edison,
Woodbridge and South Amboy (MEWSA)
announces Rose Cushing as President &
CEO as of June 22, 2016. Cushing has been
interim CEO of the nonprofit since December
19, 2015. The Board of Directors finalized
the position by a unanimous vote in their
June meeting.
Before December, Cushing served as
District Executive Director of Child Care
of the YMCA of MEWSA, where she
directed the day-to-day operations of 15
early education and school age child care
programs serving more than 900 children
on a daily basis.
Bruce Peragallo, YMCA of MEWSA
Chair of the Board of Directors said “Over
the last six months, Rose took on the role of
CEO without hesitation and has performed
admirably. Given Rose’s impeccable track
record with the Y during her 26 year tenure,
she was the obvious choice.”
For more information contact: Jeanine
Costa, YMCA of MEWSA Association
Advancement Assistant. Jeanine.Costa@
ymcaofmewsa.org. 732-516-2083

The Greatest Remembered
(Photos by Tom Burkard)

In March 2001, boxing legend Muhammad Ali appeared at a huge football/boxing show at the Expo Ali performs a magic trick with a handkerchief,
despite suffering from Parkinson’s Disease.
Center in Edison. The former champ is pictured picking up a baby from one of his fans.
The colorful champion passed away on June
3 at age 74.
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Safety Rules for
Pool Fun

More and more homes now have
swimming pools. Even those people who
don’t have pools, at least have access to good
places for their families to swim.
With classes from the American Red
Cross, schools, community programs and
other sources, all children should be taught
the fun of swimming – and swimming safely.
Besides learning to swim, there are some
basic rules for both swimmers and home pool
owners. Here are a few of them:
-DO NOT allow “clowning around” in our
near the pool.
-Teach children water games for friendly
competitions to avoid poolside behavior
such as
pushing, running, dunking or
performing stunts.
-Teach children to be especially careful on
water slides.
-Be sure an adult is present any time children
are swimming.
-Know for sure that the water is deep enough
before diving in.
-Flotation devices are fine, but do not depend
on them absolutely.
-Keep electrically operated radios, tape
players or other equipment away from the
pool.
-Serve cold drinks in plastic or disposable,
unbreakable containers.
-Keep rescue equipment close to the pool
and in good condition.
-Make sure your pool is fenced on all sides.
-Don’t stay in the water too long. Keep in
mind that the glare/reflection of the sun on
the water can produce a severe burn even
after a very short time.
-Always be alert. Don’t overestimate your
abilities on those of children in your care.
Play it safe.
Have fun in your pool or other swimming
areas. Make sure each family member learns
the rules so that they become second nature.
Then, relax and enjoy swimming, one
of the best and most popular summertime
activities.

PSE&G Gas Meters

Public Service Electric & Gas Company
(PSE&G) will be inspecting natural gas
meters in South Amboy to ensure the
continued safety and reliability of gas
services.
“Customer safety is our number one
priority,” said Joe Forline, vice president of
gas operations for PSE&G. “It’s important
for us to conduct safety inspections like these
so that we can check for surface corrosion,
leaks and other conditions that might require
attention or repair.”
If a customer has an inside meter,
someone over the age of 18 will need to give
our technicians access to the meter for a visual
inspection. Meters that are located outside
will also be inspected. Although technicians
will be on your property, customers do not
need to be home for outside meter inspections.
Important information about the
inspection process:
*The inspection is free and will take about
10 minutes.
*Customers do not need to make an
appointment at this time.
*Unless a meter requires immediate repair,
there will be no interruption to service.
*Service will not be turned off during this
inspection due to billing status.PSE&G
reminds customers to always ask for
identification when a utility worker comes to
the door. Employees carry a PSE&G photo
identification badge, wear PSE&G logo
apparel and drive PSE&G cars or trucks. If
a customer is concerned in any way, they
should call PSE&G’s customer service line at
800-436-PSEG (7734) to verify the identity
of an employee.
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WWW.?

This month’s Mystery Photo may be a challenge to our many outstanding contestants. The building
located in South Amboy or Sayreville is currently empty, and was home to at least two businesses On July 6th and 7th members of the South Amboy First Aid Squad practiced life saving skills. Left
over the years. Send your answer in to: satimes@aol.com by August 15th.. (Photo by Tom Burkard) Photo- First Aid instructor Caitlin Norek (r) demonstrates CPR skills to member Jonathan Pawlik
(l). Right Photo- Member Marty Ruszala (l) helps Jonathan Pawlik (r) with proper bandaging skills.
SAFA is always looking for new members.(Photos/Info Submitted)

June Winners

Once again, there were many winners
who correctly identified our “Mystery Photo”
as the current and popular Brick House Bar &
Grill on Washington Rd. in Sayreville. Prior
to that it was known as The Stadium Sports
Bar, and even before that, it was Wally’s,
which also housed Covello’s for a few years.
The original name of the establishment was
Kelly’s, and any of the names aforementioned
are acceptable as correct. The list of winners
is as follows:
Louella Albert, Judy Guilfoyle, Dennis
Quinlan,Fran Kosanovich, Charlotte
Sadowski, Ms. Lee Szatkowski, Nick
Gidwani, Joan Gorczyca, Sheila Knudsen,
Michael Greenhaus, Mike Gressman, Mary
Bartlinski Griswold, Annrita Bartlinski, Joan
Fulham, Sharon Pelszynski, Alice Walsh,
Scott V. Farina, Dane Colburn, Bruno and
Anne Szatkowski, Yvonne Kronowski, Mary
Jo Lambert, Elizabeth Leveille, Pat Minnick,
Debbie Turner, Gary Feret, Maryanne
Matarangolo, W.Tom Kross, Joan Stoddard,
Chelle Martin, Lisa Grankowski, Gerry

June WWW.?

Sherry, Mary Agnes Morris, Bridget Bourke,
Dennis & Kathy O’Leary, Adele O’Hara,
Edna Mazur Pilch, who said, “My father
used to bowl with the original owner Mr.
Rondesko. I graduated with his son Wally, and
the business is currently run by his daughter
Mary Ann, a lovely woman. She is a very
hands-on owner and extremely hard worker.
Still a great place!” Others with the correct
answer were: Lynn Loy, Chuck Pickard, Pat
& Bill Scully, Ed Puchalski, Nancy Berry,
Estelle Pluskota, Jack Piskorski, Marie
English, Marlene Letwenski,Tim Kuchta,
Matt Nebus, Walter Starzec Jr, T.J. Albanese..
Congratulations to all the winners!

Summer Fun

(Photos by Tom Burkard)

This boat pulls out of Morgan Creek heading to the Raritan Bay for some sun, surf and relaxation.

After a fun day on the Raritan Bay, a boat returns to Morgan Creek, heading towards its slip.
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Obituaries

Bansemer, Robert “Bobby” Wood, 41,
of Sayreville died on July 12.
Bonis, Maryann, 66, of South Amboy
died on June 14.
Brewer, Michael R., 26, of Sayreville
died on July 16.
Carlesimo, Eileen, 81, of Parlin died
on July 4.
Cavaciuti, John, 79, of Sayreville died
on July 6.
Clark, Karen, 49, of Parlin died on July 8.
Clark, Matthew T., 59, of Parlin died
on June 21.
Costello, John F., 77, of Parlin died on
June 28.
Crosby, Arthur J., 68, of South Amboy
died on July 20.
Dooling, Sgt. Maj. Francis J., 89, of
South Amboy, died on July 21.
Gasparik, George L., 66, of Sayreville
died on July 10.
Golembieski, Eleanor Habrack, 86, of
South Amboy died on July 13.
Kilcomins, Eugene J., 76, of South
Amboy died on July 6.
Kimmel, Robert J., 86, of Sayreville
died on July 9.
Kovaleski, John, 83, formerly of South
Amboy died on May 31.
Krass, Kenneth R., 64, formerly of South
Amboy died on July 18.
Kreiger ,Mildred Carney, 92, formerly
of South Amboy, died on June 24.
Kuchta, Pearl Derent, 94, of Parlin died
on July 8.
Mahn, John “Buddy,” 78, of Parlin died
on June 21.
Masarik, Lorraine “Dee” Piechocinski,
80, of South Amboy died on June 16.
McCarthy, Thomas R. “Randy,” 64, of
Sayreville died on July 17.
Niemiera, Joan, 84, of South Amboy
died on July 13.
Peterson, Eric J. Jr., 47, of South Amboy
died on June 30.
Prasch, Helen, 91, of Parlin died on
June 27.
Roser, Frank A. Sr., 90, of Parlin died
on July 13.
Silva, Anthony III, 58, of Sayreville
died on July 2.
Whiteley, Kathleen A., 47, of Parlin
died on July 15.
Wimmer, Roger J. “Jimmy,” 82, of Parlin
died recently.
Zdanewicz, Ruth, 82, of South Amboy
died on June 25.
Ziola, Leon R., 91, of Sayreville died
on June 27.

Sgt. Maj. Francis J. Dooling

Where in New Jersey?

With such success on our WWW?, we thought a new
challenge would be in order. You may pass this mystery
location while having some summer fun. We hope to have
some iconic New Jersey locations in the coming months
Send your answer in to: satimes@aol.com or scan below by
August 15th. (Photo by Phyllis Stratton)

of
South
Amboy died
on Thursday
July 21, 2016
at Raritan
Bay Medical
Center, Old
Bridge. Born in
South Amboy
he lived there
all his life.
Frank started in
Sgt. Maj. Francis J. Dooling the Army in the
infantry and went on to serve as an artillery
sergeant in Vietnam, receiving a Silver Star,
a Bronze Star, and the Purple Heart during
his tour. He was later recommended by his
superiors to work in military intelligence
and rose to Special Agent in Charge in
various assignments in Thailand and
Korea, culminating as the Special Agent
in Charge for the entire country of South
Korea in Seoul. After 20 years of military
service beginning with leaving St. Mary's
High School for the Merchant Marines, he
retired as a Sergeant Major in the United
States Army, the highest rank for an enlisted
member, out of Camp Coiner, Korea. Sgt.
Maj. Dooling was known as a good leader
who lead by example, was by the book and
always remained humble. He received a
BS from the University of Maryland and
the State University of New York and a
BA from Thomas A. Edison College. He
was a history lover and world traveler, and
especially loved Southeast Asia. He was
a contributing writer to the South AmboySayreville Times, submitting articles about
his military experiences under the pen name
Frank Hunt.
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Fishing Flashes

Gone Fishin’

By Teo “Weebles” Weber

Salt Water
The big Bluefish that were in the bay
and ocean have left and are replaced by the
smaller Blues from 1 to 5 pounds. That fishing
is on and off but there are loads of Chub
Mackerel among them. Fluke fishing is good
in the ocean but better in Raritan Bay with
some nice keepers up to 10 pounds. Some
people are catching their limits and there are
plenty of shorts around too. Surf fishing,
especially to our south, is producing Fluke,
small Bluefish and the usual junk fish. More
King fish are moving up the coast and quite a
few have been caught. For anyone interested
in catching Shark they can be caught at night
on whole Bunkers, but is illegal to keep
certain species, so know your fish and the
law! The boats that are out fishing the Mud
hole are bringing in Ling, large Flounders
and Sea Bass.
Fresh Water
Lack of rainfall and weed growth are
Raymond Gonzalez of Woodbridge used a rubber
affecting
lake and river fresh water fishing
worm to catch and release this nice largemouth
bass at Kennedy Park. (Photo by Tom Burkard) in general. Bass, Catfish and Pickerel can
be caught but you will need to work at it.
I found this out in June when I fished the
Black River catching 2 Rainbows, then
going to the Peapack Brook catching 2 more
meeting the limit of 4 after June 1st. On the
last day of June I fished Mulhockaway Creek
at the western end of Spruce Run. I walked
a good half mile and wound up catching 7
Trout, keeping my limit of 4. I released the
other 3 which were small native Browns. My
keepers were 3 Rainbows and one Brown.
Fish were average size 10 to 12 inches. No
tackle busters among them!

Bill Reilly of South Amboy with a big and beautiful
12-pound doormat fluke he caught off Sandy
Hook. (Photo Submitted)

A PRAYER FOR HEALING
Lord, you invited all who are burdened to come to
You. Allow your healing hand to heal me. Touch my soul
with Your compassion for others. Touch my heart with
Your courage and infinite love for all. Touch my mind with
Your wisdom, that my mouth may always proclaim Your
praise. Teach me to reach out to You in my need. Help me
to lead others to You by my example. Most loving heart
of Jesus, bring me health in my body and spirit so that
I may serve You with all my strength. Touch gently with
this life that you have created. Amen -M.L.

50 Years Ago-South Amboy Takes Mid-County Title
By Tom Burkard

The highly-talented South Amboy Mid- and ‘68 on teams that featured many players
Tony Ruszala, recalled that, “We were another older player (We won’t mention his
County (Middlesex County) League baseball from the ‘66 entry. In addition, Lewis won loaded with great talent, like Curt Wood, name), who made the comment to the ump.
team coached by Dan Lewis, and assisted numerous titles while coaching the Sacred Clayton, Tom Kelly, Hansell, Zebro. We had South Amboy’s Recreation Director John
by John Lange. captured the championship Heart Grammar School boys basketball pitching and hitting, and we beat everybody. Zdanewicz was also at the game and stood
by downing a strong Milltown club, 3-1. teams.
For such a small town, we had so much talent. up for Jaskowiak, but the umpire tossed him
Winning pitcher Dan Hansell fired a beautiful
The Mid-County League featured We also had a ball with Coach Danny Lewis. out too! It was definitely mistaken identity
3-hitter, and struck out 13. South Amboy some of the finest baseball players in the Our team had such a nice group of people.” by the umpire, but 50 years later, Ernie Read
scored 2 runs in the top of the first. Don county. Other teams in the league besides
Joe Jaskowiak will never forget the game and myself enjoyed a good laugh over it, and
Szatkowski led off with a single, took second South Amboy and Milltown, included New in East Brunswick, when he was unfairly Jaskowiak will never forget it.
when the centerfielder bobbled his hit, and Brunswick, Edison, South Brunswick, and ejected by an umpire, who thought that Joe
went to third on a wild pitch. Tom Kelly East Brunswick.
had swore at him, when in reality, it was
was hit by a pitch, and promptly
stole second to put runners on
second and third with no outs.
Tony Ruszala then reached on
an error to load the bases. Vince
Zebro walked, to force in the first
run. Hansel then reached on an
error, as the second run scored.
Milltown scored 1 in the bottom
of the first, but Hansell closed
the door for the rest of the game.
Kelly ripped a single and triple
for the champions, while Zebro
drilled 2 singles.
The starting lineup for South
Amboy was: Szatkowski ss Kelly
1b Ruszala cf Zebro c Hansell p
Curt Wood 3b Billy Clayton lf
Bob Keegan 2b Rich Duma rf.
Res. Hal Dennen lf.
Our coach Dan Lewis was a
genius, who was an expert when
it came to evaluating, recruiting,
and selecting talent. Most of the
players he picked for this team
were established varsity stars,
including 3 of the best baseball
players ever from South Amboy,
Tom Kelly, Curt Wood, and Billy
Clayton. All had Major League
potential, but only Kelly made it.
Winning the ‘66
championship was huge for
Dan, as it was his first baseball
title, and he went on to win again
The 1966-Mid-County League Baseball Champions-South Amboy. Photos missing: Ernie Read, Don Szatkowski, Hal Dennen, Rich Duma.
with the Carleton League in ‘67,
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