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Sekerak - Memorial
Day Grand Marshal

Sayreville Memorial
Day Parade

By Tom Burkard

Commander Bob “Zak” Sekerak, of
American Legion Luke A. Lovely Post #62
of South Amboy has been selected to serve as
Grand Marshal for this year’s South Amboy
Memorial Day Parade, which will be held on
Sat. May 21st.
“Zak” recently
started his 12th term,
and 5th consecutive
as Commander of
Post #62, and has
been asked many
times to be Grand
Marshal. A modest
gentleman, he said,
“You always want
someone else to have the honor, and I always
refused. This year, I said yes. I know it’s an
honor, but I feel I don’t deserve it.” Sekerak
said his wife Maureen and family are very
happy that he will be the Grand Marshal.
The commander joined the U.S. Navy
right after graduating from St. Mary’s High
School in 1968, and was assigned to the
U.S.S. Saratoga, and then for 2 years as an
active reservist on the U.S.S. Dominant 431,
a minesweeper.
The American Legion building on
lower David St. has been closed since it
was severely damaged by Hurricane Sandy
in 2012, and members have been meeting at
the A.O.H. Sekerak said that “We’ve been
having a hard time with inspectors, and really
hope to get our clubhouse going again.”
Congratulations Bob “Zak” Sekerak on
being chosen as Grand Marshal! You really
do deserve the honor for all you’ve done for
South Amboy through the years!

Fire Department Pig
Roast & Barbecue

Join us on Saturday June 11, 2016 as
Enterprise Hook & Ladder Co. #1 hosts its
first Pig Roast & Barbecue. Tickets are $35.00
per person which includes live music, all you
can eat and drink, and automatically enters
you into our super raffle. 1st place prize is a
propane grill 2nd place will be a large basket
of cheer. Our event will be held from 1:00 pm5:00 pm at the Enterprise Firehouse located
at 107 George Street. For more information
and ticket purchase please contact Patrick
Bielak at 732- 979-6816 or Greg Barna at
732-585-6572. You may also contact us via
email at enterprisefireco8@gmail.com

The Veterans of Foreign Wars #4699,
Sayreville,NJ is sponsoring the Memorial
Day Parade on May 30,2016 at 10 AM. Any
one who is interesting in marching in this
parade Please contact Frank Straczynski at
609-651-1991 or 732-141-2448 or the post
home at 732-254-4789 for more information
call Frank Straczynski or the Post Home.

Raritan River
Railroad Reunion

A reunion for former Raritan River
Railroad employees will be held on Saturday,
May 14th. For more info contact Joe at: jpru@
comcast.net. (Be sure to type in RRRR as
the subject).
South Amboy Mayor Fred Henry poses for a photo just after delivering his State of the City address.
Pictured (l-r) Councilwoman Zusette Dato, Council President Mickey Gross, Mayor Henry,
Councilwoman Christine Noble and Assemblyman John Wisniewski. (Photo by Brian Stratton)i

Bikowski Steals 100

2016 State of the City Address
By Steve Schmid

South Amboy Mayor Fred Henry painted
an optimistic vision of the city and its plans
for the future. Henry gave his annual State of
the City speech at the Senior Citizens Center.
Henry said infrastructure is "the cornerstone
of any city"and he said repaving of Pupek Rd.
is complete and Barkalow St. repaving is well
under way with money from the Department
of Transportation. Other projects include
paving the 500 blocks of John, Catherine
and Lefferts Streets.The lower part of Raritan
St. all the way to Main St. will also be done.
Henry said South Amboy has a century old
sewer system which needs continuous service
and repairs to lines, man-holes, and other

components. He said the city will "continue
to be vigilant in servicing and securing our
sewers." The mayor said Middlesex Water
has invested $5.1 million on the city's
infrastructure with the RENEW program
which replaces old water pipes throughout the
city. Henry said the Public Works Department
has renovated the public works building
and has installed new street signs directing
people to the library, public parking, and
waterfront. This project will continue until
all signage is replaced. Mayor Henry said
under the umbrella services umbrella, the
city has purchased an $850,000 fire truck and
continued on page 25

Sacred Heart School To Close
By Steve Schmid

Parents, students, alumni, teachers,
and administrators are heartbroken with the
announcement by the Diocese of Metuchen
that Sacred Heart Elementary School is
closing. According to the diocese, the 120
year old South Amboy school will close at
the end of the school year due to declining
enrollment. The diocese said 191 students
are registered from pre-K to grade 8 for the
current academic year., but only 80 registered
for the 2016-17 school year. South Amboy
Mayor Fred Henry was surprised."It came
as a shock, they (the Metuchen diocese)
told us they were going to stay open," Henry
said. "I feel sorry for the kids, teachers,
administrators. They put it in so much time

there. It's a shame South Amboy will be
without Catholic education." Joan Gorczyca
of South Amboy is very sad. "All of my
three kids graduated from Sacred Heart and
got a good education. I feel sorry for the
kids. It doesn't seem right," Gorczyca said.
Judy Paczkowski of South Amboy is also
saddened. "I am very upset and disgusted.
My kids went there, my grandchildren are
going to the school. How do expect young
people to stay in the Catholic church?"
Paczkowski said. Former South Amboy
resident Joe Hoehman remembered the
good times. "It was a choice of going to
Sacred Heart or give up the YMCA. I was
continued on page 25

South Amboy High School Varsity Softball Coach
Len Maltese (r) presents Junior Alissa Bikowski
(l) with a base commemorating her 100th career
stolen base. See more photos on page 3. (Photo
by Brian Stratton)

Citizen of the Year

Harold Dennen (r)
is proud to receive
his Citizen of the
Year award from
Mike Green, Exalted
Ruler of the South
Amboy Elks. The
event was held at
t h e Wo o d b r i d g e
Elks March 20,
2016. (Photo/info
submitted)

South Amboy Youth Athletic Association’s opening day ceremony wa a big success. The South Amboy Sayreville Little Leaguers look like they’re really enjoying their parade on Opening Day. More photos
Express Team is pictured in center field with Officers (l-r) Bob Besner Jr., Dennis McQuade and An on page 14. (Photo by Tom Burkard)
Wang. More photos on page 25. (Photo by Brian Stratton)
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Talk Of The Towns
By Tom Burkard

Trip to See Rumors

The OLV Senior Group is sponsoring
a trip to Hunterdon Hills Playhouse to see
the Neil Simon play, Rumors, on Thursday,
May 26, 2016. The cost of the trip is $90.00
which includes the play, luncheon, bus
transportation, and bus driver gratuity, and
snacks on the return trip. The bus will leave
from the OLV lower parking lot at 9:15 AM
and return approximately 5 PM. For further
information or to reserve a space please
contact Teri at 732-727-7639.

died on March 21. During his time on the
force, he received an award for Valor from the
200 Club, and also several awards from PBA
98 for Meritorious Service. Marie Janoski
Carltock, 74, formerly of South Amboy died
on March 23. She was a teacher for 35 years,
of which 28 were at Sayreville War Memorial
HS, before her retirement in 1999. David
Grzelak, 55, of South Amboy died on March
24. He was an Eagle Scout with Troop 91, and
a life member of Bayview Rod & Gun Club.
Dolores Kominkiewicz, 72, of Parlin died on
March 25. She and her husband Robert ran
Bear’s Hot Dogs on Bordentown Ave. for 45
years. Eugene Kosmoski Sr., 76, formerly
of South Amboy died on March 30. He was
the owner of Andy’s Tavern on Oak St. in
the Melrose section of Sayreville for many
years. Elizabeth “Betty Ann” Therkelsen, 63,
of South Amboy died on April 2. She was a
wonderful lady with a great personality, and
always helpful to all. Jean Read, 94, formerly
of South Amboy died on April 11. She was
a member of the Order of the Eastern Star
& the Pythian Sisters, and one of the finest,
most-kind-hearted ladies you could ever
meet. Walter Keegan Sr., 67, of Sayreville
died on April 13. He worked his way through
the ranks at E.I. DuPont de Nemours, and
retired from management in 1995.
They will always be remembered for
all of the wonderful things they did to help
make the world a better place.

Phi Theta Kappa
Inductions

A total of 156 students were recently
inducted into the Middlesex County College
chapter of Phi Theta Kappa, the international
honor society for two-year colleges. From:
Sayreville: Lewis Danner, Oyindamola
Ikolaba, Khadijah Mahon, Cindy McCabe,
Tojleeya Shuler, Amy Tengelics, Amanda
Williams, Alicja Wisniowska.
South Amboy: Aaron Beers, Ronak
Dave, Christina Martinez, Angela Schnell,
Rhiannon Smith, James Soboczynski, Denise
Steiner.

USPS mail carrier, Jimmy Chang of the South Amboy Post Office recently transferred from the
Mechanicsville section of South Amboy route, where he delivered mail for nearly 20 years. Jimmy
has been a mail carrier for 30 years now, and was one of the most popular mailmen ever on his route.
He will be missed, and the people on his new route are blessed to have someone as dedicated as him.
Thank you Jimmy, and best of luck always! (Photo/story by Tom Burkard)

Pleasant Little Trivia
By Tom Burkard

1. In 1965, where was Eunice’s Bar located in Sayreville?
a. Jernee Mill Rd. b. Rt. 9 North c. Rt. 35 North
2. St. Mary’s HS play in ‘72 was?
a. Half A Sixpence b. Woodstock c. The Music Man
3. In 1970, where was Anabel’s Tavern located in South Amboy?
a. North Broadway b. Augusta St. c. North Feltus St.
4. Back in ‘73, Bayview True Value Hardware store was located at?
a. Sayrewoods b. Morgan c. South Amboy
5. Where was the Malibu Inn located in Sayreville?
a. Rt. 35 North b. Washington Rd. c. Ernston Rd.
6. This gift shop was located on Raritan St., Sayreville in ‘76?
a. Lillian’s Gift Shoppe b. The Home Gift Shop c. Precious Moments
7. In ‘92 South Amboy’s new Superintendent of Schools?
a. Anthony Novembre b. David Inman c. Robert Bloodgood
8. Top vote-getter in the 1993 Sayreville Board of Education election?
a. Barbara Anderson b. Joseph Bellan c. Maria Santiago
9. In 1992, this deli was located at 101 North Stevens Ave., South Amboy?
a. Smiley’s b. Mike’s c. Don’s
10. Owner of Raritan VCR, located at 103 North Stevens Ave., South Amboy in ‘92?
a. Ryan Wilbur b. Jack McKinney c. Lloyd LaCross
11. President of the South Amboy Alliance Against Drugs & Alcohol in 1993?
a. Carol Galley b. Richard Gore c. Michelle Matuszewska
12. In 1993, the area’s first Chinese buffet came to Morgan. What was it called?
a. Uncle Lai’s b. Sue Wong’s c. Hong Kong
Answers: 1c 2a 3b 4b 5c 6b 7a 8a 9c 10c 11b 12a.

Msgr. Celano, Father Pavich Get New
Appointments
Msgr. Joseph Celano, who was assigned
to St. Mary’s Church early in his career, and
is now Pastor of St. Bernard of Clairvaux
Parish, Bridgewater. Last year he was
appointed by Pope Francis to the position of
Missionary of Mercy in the Jubilee Year of
Mercy for the Diocese of Metuchen.
On March 1st, Father Jason Pavich,
formerly of South Amboy was appointed
Director of the Diocesan Office.
Congratulations and best wishes to Msgr.
Celano and Father Jason!
In Memoriam
George Bratsano, 90, of Morgan died
on March 17. He was the owner of George
& Marie’s Luncheonette in Morgan for 16
years. Edna Cornell of Sayreville died on
March 18. She was the supervisor of a Senior
Aerobics program for over 20 years, and was
employed by Joseph T. Karcher, Counselor at
Law. Ed Marks, 82, of Parlin died on March
19. He was a U.S. Navy veteran who served
in the Korean War. In addition, he was a
Eucharistic Minister for St. Bernadette’s
Church; served as Grand Knight and District
Deputy for K of C Council #8478; served as
Faithful Navigator of Msgr. Brady 4th Degree
Assembly #67 of South Amboy. Ed was a real
gentleman and will be really missed by all
who knew him. The local communities were
saddened by the passing away of Sayreville
Police Detective Matthew Kurtz, 34, who
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Business Of The Month
European Cleaning Service.

Linda Moran, founder/owner/operator of the popular European Cleaning Service is currently
celebrating her 30th year of outstanding service to local communities. Pictured with Linda is “Mr.
Loveable.” Congratulations, Linda, and may you have continued success! (Photo by Tom Burkard)

Linda Moran, owner of European Cleaning
Service says that she started cleaning for
a service when she was 28 years old, and
got paid only $4.80 per hour while doing
everyone’s work, including her own. Linda
was asked to clean kitchen and baths by the
boss, so she did what they requested, and did
it very well! Then, she went on to help the
other girls. Customers in their homes had
seen this, and watched her clean, and gave
her their numbers, asking her to work for
them. “They said I should get started on my
own, but I didn’t know the first thing about
owning a business, and they said, what’s
there to know? You’re doing everything
anyway, why not get paid for it?” Linda
believes that “If you’re not working hard,

you’re not working.”
From that point on, she went on her own,
and has been very successful for 30 years
now and still going strong. Linda says that
“I love what I do and I take pride in what I
accomplish! No job is too small or too big
for Linda and her fine staff, and they also
clean offices, stores and other businesses.
If your schedule is too full and you don’t
have time to clean, be sure to call European
Cleaning Service at 732-525-8964, and let
them help you out. They’re the best in the
business, so you can’t go wrong.
Our congratulations go out to Linda, a
dedicated and hard working businesswoman,
as she celebrates 30 outstanding years in the
business!

Milestone for Bikowski
Photos by Brian Stratton

Alissa Bikowski is given the green light to steal home from Coach Len Maltese making this her 100th
career stolen base. Congratulations Alissa!

Alissa Bikowski is joined by her teammates, Coach Len Maltese (far right)and school administrators,
Principal Dr. Patrick McCabe (far left) and Vice Principal/Athletic Director Ken Blekeski (2nd from
left) just after her100th career stolen base. Congratulations Alissa!
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Yearbook-St. Mary’s 1966
Frank Sinatra’s Top 10 hit song, “It Was
A Very Good Year,” could sum up the final
year of the Class of ’66, at least until that
fateful May day when the old high school
burned down. Msgr. Sullivan celebrated 50
years in the priesthood (25 at St. Mary’s).
Sister M. Madeline was in her second year
as principal, and also celebrated 25 years
as a Sister of Mercy. Madge Mahoney and
Agnes Cody were school secretaries. The
Hendricks brothers., Ray and Fred were the
hard-working maintenance men. Popular
teachers were: Sisters Melita, Frederick,
Theodore, Cephas, Amadeo, Gloriana, also
Ronald Lucas, Henry “Henny The D.J.”
Conroy, Stephen Nestinger, Charles Nuziale,
James Dowd, John Toscano. Christine Fogler
was Editor-In-Chief of the yearbook, while
James Dufford held the same title with “The
Crown” newspaper. Robert Knight was
Student Council President and Kathleen
Haag Secretary-Treasurer. Paul Jankowski

By Tom Burkard

was President of the Science Club, and the
late George Gundrum was President of the
Visual Club. John Germak was Senior Class
President. Proctors at SMH wore armbands
that read “SMH Proctor.” On the social
scene, a Shindig featuring The Duprees and
The Isley Bros. was held on Nov. 21, 1965.
The Shakespearean play, “Everyman” was
popular with the students. “The King & I”
was a huge success , even though the school
was ravaged by fire the same week. The leads
were played by Germak and Carol Henry. The
prom was held in the auditorium. Knight was
one of the Top 7 students in NJ and attended
the Chicago Youth Conference on the atom.
SMHS seniors of ’66 were: Rita Adamecs,
Edward Baranowski, Michael Bialek, the
late Rosemary Bissett, Richard Blakeslee,
Janice Blanchard, Barbara Bodnar, Suzanne
Bogaczyk, Kathleen Bowie, Catherine
Breuninger, David Britanak, Marvin Carroll,
Patrick Casey, Jo Ann Chodkiewicz, John
Conroy, Patricia Conochan, Mary Ann &
Patricia Coman, William Coman, Catherine
Coughlin, Francis Coulter, Robert Credico,
Rita Cross, Philip D’Atre, Maria Del Sordi,
Mary Dempsey, Paula Dockiewicz, Christine
Dragon, Elizabeth Drahos, Madonna Egan,
Karen Fox, Michael Galinski, Linda Geiger,
Priscilla Gilbert, Ann Grabowski, Bridgette
Grant, Mildred Gurgol, Kathleen Gustos,
John Hackett, John Hansen, Susan Hansen,
Mary Healy, Eileen Hische, Jo Ann Hlivka,
Barbara Hodges, Susan Hoffman, Patricia
Holtz, Wayne Hulit, Charles Hull, Beverly
Jackson, Mary Jane Jancola, John Keenan,
Carolyn Kelly, William Kennedy, Marideane
Kimball, Michelle Kolb, Ralph Koneski,
Garrison “Gary” Kosovich, Robert Kuchta,
Frances & Louise Livera, David Lobycz,
Karen Lyons, Diana McAndrew, Dana
McGuineness, Harold McLaughlin, Charlene
McNamara, Kevin McQuade, Valerie
Mangin, Gerald Marciano, Noreen Marozine,
James Matikonis, Wayne Meszaros, Georgia
Miller, Linda Moskal, Mary Munn, Susan
Murray, Agnes Nebus, Barbara Nebus,

Mary Ellen Neller, John Nolan, Sharon
Nolan, Timothy O’Brien, Anne Marie
O’Leary, Arthur O’Leary, Terence O’Leary,
Theresa O’Neill, Wayne Palko, Sharon
Parlock, Patricia Piluso, Linda Ploskonka,
Samuel Potthoff, Donald Potts, John Price,
Jane Putera, Madonna Rojek, Maryann
Ropelewski, Michael Schaeffer, Mark Sciora,
Robert Seman, Sandra Shaw, Blanche Skwira,
Joyce & Margaret Sillcocks, Warren Smith,
Elizabeth Sorrentino, Bruce Stankiewicz,
Maureen Stover, Judith Till, Richard Trella,
Marybeth Vigilante, Daniel Volosin, Mary
Ann Westervelt, Karen Wisniewski, Paul
Wojciechowski, Robert Wolynec, Harry
White (St. Mary’s original “Ollie The Eagle”
mascot), Lynda Zonkowski.
On the sports scene, rookie Coach,
Henry “Henny” Conroy’s boys varsity
basketball team had a tough season, going
(6- 14). John Quigley was Captain, and Paul
Jankowski, was the top scorer with 225 points,
12.5 avg. John Pintauro was captain of the
Boys Cheerleaders. Standout senior athletes
were: Knight, Quigley, Brian George, Bill
Beyer, Billy Bulman (One of the greatest
girls basketball coaches in NJ history at St.
John Vianney), Gary Brown, John Burke,
Margaret Christensen, Ellen Coffey, Michael
Fabiszewski, Gerald Illaria, Jankowski, Sean
Kelly, Carolyn Lopes, Robert MacNeil,
Thomas “Tee” O’Connell, Patricia O’Hare,
Pintauro, James Wallis (former South Amboy
Chief of Police), Vince “Coop” Cannata.
St. Mary’s Class of ’66 was really a strong,
group that stuck together and survived many
tough times including the famous fire. An
outstanding class!

Golf Outing May 12

South Amboy Knights of Columbus
Council 426 will hold their annual golf
outing Thursday May 12 at Cruz Farms Golf
Course in Farmingdale. Registration begins at
8:30 a.m. with tee-off at 9 a.m. Cost of $100
included 18 holes, golf cart, lunch, dinner, and
many prizes. For more information call Ray
at 732-721-2025 or Wayne at 732-406-2340.
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Engaged

Drew & Wendy Hayes of Deptford, NJ, announce the engagement of their daughter, Kasey Marie, to
Thomas Harris, formerly of Sayreville, son of John & Mary Lou Harris of Sayreville. Kasey is a teacher
with the East Greenwich School District & Tom is a Corrections Officer with the NJ Department of
Corrections. A December wedding is being planned. The couple will reside in South Jersey.

40 Year Reunion

The Sayreville War Memorial High
School Class of 1976 is announcing its 40
year reunion! The Date: September 24th
2016. From 6pm-11pm. The Site: The Crowne
Plaza Hotel in Edison NJ. All Classes are
INVITED so come join in the fun.
If you would like to reminisce with
old friends about the good old days and
in the process create new and lasting
memories, then go to our website and get
all the information you need about the best
reunion you'll ever be a part of! http://www.
swmhsclassof76reunion.org.

Vendors Wanted

We are looking for vendors for the
annual Flea Market at the First Presbyterian
Church of Sayreville. Our Flea Market will
be held on June 4th, 2016. The time is 8am
to 2pm. We are located at 172 Main Street,
Sayreville-directly across from the Borough
Hall. Spaces are available for $15.00 for one
space, $25.00 for two. For information please
leave a message on the church answering
machine at 732-257-6353 or e-mail us
atchurchoffice172@optimum.net.

Town Wide
Garage Sale

The Sayreville Recreation Department is
hosting a town wide Garage Sale on Saturday
June 4, 2016 with a rain date of June 11th.
This event is open to all Sayreville residents
– registration is now open on our website
www.sayrevillerec.com Registration for this
event will be closed as of May 31st.
All registered homes must be located
in the Borough of Sayreville and set up by
8 a.m.Closing time to be determined by
home owner.
The Recreation Dept. will advertise
the event on Channel 15, the boroughs
TV channel, in local newspapers and put
up signs on roadways in the borough. On
Thursday June 2nd a list of registered houses
will be placed on the Sayrevillerec.com and
Sayreville.com websites with street names
and numbers. Copies of the list will also be
available at the Rec Center and Borough Hall.
Prices:Sayreville Resident - $15.00 resident.
Information call: 732-390-7092/7096.

Fishing Derby

The Sayreville Recreation Department is
having its annual Fishing Derby at Kennedy
Park on May 14, 2016. Registration begins
at 8:30am with the derby starting at 9:00am.
It’s free to the public – prizes awarded for
ages 3-14.

Music At Saint Mary

MASM is pleased to present a MOZART
FESTIVAL as its final concert of the season
- The Saint Mary Chamber Orchestra,
under the baton of Maestro Christopher
M. C. Deibert. The SMCO will perform
Mozart’s Flute Concerto in D (K.314) with
internationally acclaimed flautist Christian
Fordham, along with Symphony #39 in Eb
Major and a surprise opening work. Come
and help us toast the middle of springtime
with this marvelous music. Sunday-May 15,
2016; 4:00 pm, at Saint Mary Church, 256
Augusta Street, South Amboy NJ, 08879. A
celebratory wine and cheese reception will
follow the concert.

Mount Rushmore To
The Rockies

A trip highlighting some of America's
great national parks is in the offing for August
of 2017.It will include the Badlands, the Crazy
Horse Monument and Mount Rushmore in
South Dakota. Then on to Wyoming and
Devil's Tower, Yellowstone and the Grand
Tetons. We continue to Utah with stops
in Park City and Moab featuring Arches
National Park. We end the trip in Colorado
visiting Rocky Mountain National Park and
Denver. For more information call Tony G.
at 732-525-5303 or message me on FB or
email me at tony.gonsalves@mail.com.

South Amboy Mayor Fred Henry and his wife Linda are pictured following his State of the City
Address on April 20. (Photo by Joe Lotkowictz)
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A good time was had by all at the Dowdell Library of South Amboy at our recent Celebrity story
time featuring South Amboy Councilman Thomas Reilly. Children and adults enjoyed his reading
of the book Octopuppy by Martin McKenna. Afterwards everyone enjoyed a piece of our Dowdell
Library 102 Anniversary Cake. The Dowdell Library is located at 100 Hoffman Plaza off of O'Leary
Blvd adjacent to the High School in South Amboy. Our hours are Mon, Tues, Thurs 10-8pm Wed,
Fri 10-5 pm Sat 12-4pm. For additional info call 732-721-6060, or visit our website www.dowdell.
org or e-mail us at comments@dowdell.org. (Photo/story submitted)

Classic Car Cruise
Night June 3

South Amboy Knights of Columbus
Council 426 hold their annual spring classic
car cruise night Friday evening June 3 from
6 to 9 p.m. in the parking lot at 308 Fourth
St. Bring an item of non-perishable food,
receive a free hot dog. Trophies awarded for
best cars in show. For more information call
732-721-2025.

Benefit Night - St.
Mary Youth Group

The St. Mary Youth Group will be
holding a Benefit Night on Tuesday, May 3rd
from 5 pm - 10 pm at T.G.I. Friday's on RT 9
North in Old Bridge. The Youth Group will
receive 20% of each purchase that evening
when you mention St. Mary Youth Group
to the server.
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Happy 91st Birthday! Harold Dennen (3rd from right) enjoys a great birthday celebration with his
family.

Kitchen Must-Haves, ‘70s Style
By Elaine Holton Scott

The decade of the 1970’s was a time
when yard sale signs were “blooming”
like spring flowers on front lawns across
America; the “new” Welcome Wreaths, often
made of material and pillow stuffing, started
gracing front doors; thrifty housewives were
clipping coupons; and every adult was trying
to manually adjust, usually unsuccessfully,
the color on their color television sets.
Although large development homes with two
bathrooms and the very novel family room/
den were becoming the rage, most families
were still living in either big old houses
built in the early 1900’s, in bungalows, or in
ranch homes having two or three bedrooms,
an eat-in kitchen, a living room, and one
bathroom. No matter what size or shape of
the home, there were those “must-haves”
found in most kitchens.
*Avocado Green, Harvest Gold, and
Coppertone colored appliances: What had
originally seemed like a passing fad when
colored appliances came on the market,
they turned into the biggest must-haves of
the 1970’s. I had an avocado green stove,
dishwasher, side-by-side refrigerator/freezer,
an entire set of inexpensive avocado green
pots and pans, a hand painted (me) avocado
green hutch, electric percolator, an electric
hand mixer, and an electric frying pan. After
color matching every kitchen item I could, I
came to the realization that I had never really
cared for the color green.
*Wooden wall hanging spice racks
with two tiers containing a total of 12 small
“apothecary” bottles with glass stoppers.
When purchased, those bottles came
filled with spices popular at that time, like

coriander, fennel, poultry seasoning, mustard
seed, dill weed, peppercorns and cloves.
Because the bottles were almost impossible
to refill, the spice racks ended up being dust
and grease catchers…but even so, they were
a must-have in a ‘70s kitchen.
*Bronze colored, tin gelatin molds, often
in the shape of a pineapple or a fish, were
almost “de rigeur” to own in that decade
when gelatin molds were a sign of cooking
creativity. Multiple bronze colored molds,
usually the ones never used, were often hung
together on the wall.
*Wall hanging rotary phones had been
found in most kitchens. Before long, the
attached telephone cord would be stretched
to triple its length almost touching the floor.
*Teflon coated frying pans started
becoming popular in the 1960’s. By the
‘70s, what was left of the black coating on
those pans looked leprous. Yet, although
the Teflon would flake into the frying food,
many frugal homemaker's, raised by parents
who had survived the Depression, continued
using them to “get their money’s worth.”
*Fondue pots were a must for people
who wanted to appear “cosmopolitan” to
their guests.
*Lazy Susans, around for many decades,
returned on the scene full blast during the
decade of the ‘70’s.
***I bought the unpainted hutch at
2 Guys from Harrison in East Brunswick
for about $69. When 2 Guys closed down,
Bradlees opened on the same spot…later to
also close in 2000. I have no idea what store
is there now.

A Delicious State Of The City
By Steve Schmid

Local residents who turned out for
the annual South Amboy State of the City
speech were treated to
some tasty food from
city restaurants. The
special introduction
for the speech was "A
Taste of South Amboy."
Residents were able to
enjoy a tasty hot and
cold lunch buffet from
participating South
Amboy restaurants The
restaurants provided
delicious, multicultural
samples.. Mayor Fred
Henry credited Business
Adminisrator Camille
Tooker and Secretary
to the Mayor Stacey
Kennedy with organizing
the event, planning the
menu, sending out invitations, and preparing
the slide show. The entrees included

Sushi from Hibachi Express, Kimchi Beef
Dumplings from Broadway Seafood,
Portabella Mushrooms and
Salad from Mara's, General
Tso Chicken from Oriental
House, Chicken Francese,
Meatballs,and Sausages
from South Amboy Pizza,
Grilled Chicken Caesar
Salad from Sciortino's,
Emperadas, and Chicken
Fajitas,from Joe's Famous
Pizza, Meatball Sliders
from Broadway Biastro,
Pizza with the Works from
Don Giovanni, Sicilian
Pizza, from Delio's,
Sandwich Platter from
Subway, Crumb Cake
and Bagel Wheel from
Broadway Bagels, Potato
Salad from Colleen's
Kitchen, Munchkins from Dunkin Donuts,
and Chocolate Ice Cream from Justines.

A PRAYER FOR HEALING
Lord, you invited all who are burdened to come to
You. Allow your healing hand to heal me. Touch my soul
with Your compassion for others. Touch my heart with
Your courage and infinite love for all. Touch my mind with
Your wisdom, that my mouth may always proclaim Your
praise. Teach me to reach out to You in my need. Help me
to lead others to You by my example. Most loving heart
of Jesus, bring me health in my body and spirit so that
I may serve You with all my strength. Touch gently with
this life that you have created. Amen -T.B..

A PRAYER FOR HEALING
Lord, you invited all who are burdened to come to
You. Allow your healing hand to heal me. Touch my soul
with Your compassion for others. Touch my heart with
Your courage and infinite love for all. Touch my mind with
Your wisdom, that my mouth may always proclaim Your
praise. Teach me to reach out to You in my need. Help me
to lead others to You by my example. Most loving heart
of Jesus, bring me health in my body and spirit so that
I may serve You with all my strength. Touch gently with
this life that you have created. Amen -A.P..
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Vendors Sought For
Monthly Flea Market
To Benefit Volunteer
Squad

The Sayreville Emergency Squad will
hold a community flea market on the third
Saturday of each month, through October,
from 9:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. The monthly
events will be held at the Emergency Squad
Building, 776 Washington Road, Parlin
section of Sayreville.
The events are designed to help raise
money for the all-volunteer squad. Members
of the public are invited to attend.
Flea market/yard sale sites are available
for $25 in the lot, with vendors bringing their
own table; or $15, table only, in the garage.
To reserve a spot for the yard sale, email
sesfleamarket@gmail.com.
Event dates are May 21, June 18, July 16,
August 20, September 17, and October 15.

Senior May Meeting

The OLV Seniors will hold their May
meeting on Friday, May 6, 2016 at 1:00 PM
in Monsignor Hall. Prior to our business
meeting we will be holding our annual
May Crowning. Please remember to bring
your rosary. After our business meeting,
we will celebrate our delayed Chinese New
Year with a delicious luncheon. The price
of the luncheon is $5.00. Mary Bouchard
has compiled a list of members who will
be attending the luncheon. If you have not
signed up and wish to attend, please call Mary
at 732-727-5056 by Monday, May 2, 2016.
Absolutely, no orders will be taken after that
date. Please bring a non-perishable food
item for St. Vincent de Paul pantry. Final
payment is due on Rumors and the 9/11 New
York trip. Payments are due on all other trips.
Payments are also due on the Branson trip.
For trip information contact Teri (732-7277639) Carmen (732-254-9425) or Finita (732721-5081). For further information, please
contact Teri Yetsko, OLV Senior President
at 732-727-7639.

Weather Extremes
By Al Gomolka Jr.
SA Times Poet Laureate
c. 1996

Some may ask
Does God have moods?
As demonstrated by our weather
Frivolity of a snowfall
Hope of a sunrise
Peace of a sunset
Wrath in a hurricane
Necessity of the rain
God’s moods? Not so
Free will of the earth
As with man
Affected by environmental changes
Affected by man’s manipulation
Yet, as always,
God can intervene!

On Saturday, April 2, 2016 the South Amboy Elks #784 installed the new officers for the 2016 to
2017 term, led by Exalted Ruler, Mike Green (4th from left). They were sworn into their respective
offices and positions. They are all looking forward to a very successful year in being of service to
veterans, the disabled, the elderly and all aspects in the community where they are needed. (Photo/
1976-The 6th Grade Art Club of the story Submitted)

Looking Back 40
Years Ago

South Amboy Public Elementary School
played a leading role in a Bicentennial
observance held at the school. Among its
various exhibits was a cherished Bicentennial
calendar which illustrated the state flowers of
the original 13 states. The calendar previously
won 2nd prize at the annual Middlesex County
Parent-Teacher Assn. convention held at The
Pines in Edison.
Members of the Art Club met weekly
on a volunteer basis to engage in this
extracurricular activity under the supervision
of Mrs. Claire Virgilio, the school art teacher.
In addition, she also directed the 5th Grade
Art Club, and they put together a collage
of banners representing historical facts
identifying and symbolizing each of the 50
states.
Members of the 6th Grade Art Club
were Linda LaBranche, Diane Cole, Laura
Kulcsar, Donna Horvath, Daniel Peters,
Ann Pawlowski, Lisa Petrosky, Lisa Comer,
Theresa Kwiatek, Lee Baranowski.
*A special thank you to George Virgilio
for sharing this information with our SA
Times readers.

This heartwarming photo was taken March 22 of Al DiGuilio and Maria Markisello at the South
Amboy K of C Council #426 grounds, dedicating a magnolia tree in remembrance of their son
Lucas, who passed away in Feb. 2016. The tree planting celebration had Rev. Stanley Gromadzki (r)
chaplain for K of C #426 giving benediction at the memorial service, and he indicated this tree would
be “loved and nourished” by Lucas’ parents, family and friends for a lifetime. God bless Lucas, he
will be remembered in our hearts and prayers. (Photo/story by Joe Lotkowictz)
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HIBERNATION
By Rev. Rhea Carol

I am the Bear or is the Bear me?
In the fall when it is getting colder, I think it
is time to hibernate
Ohhhh, how wonderful it sounds,
I will go into a warm and wonderful cave of
luxury and love,
It will have all that I require and desire
What is it that I require and desire?
Scrumptious prepared food,
A lavish bed to sleep on,
A laptop to write on,
This is not the bear, it is me.
In the spring, I will exit the cave and
Be who I am with a sense of renewal
With newness and readiness I start again this
wonderful thing called life
Grateful to know that I am not the bear,
grateful to know that I will always be me!

*Rev Rhea Carol is a non-denominational licensed
minister at Centers for Spiritual Living and a
motivational speaker. The Centers for Spiritual
Living is all inclusive. She the director of the
Spiritual Lighthouse at the Jersey Shore and has
The Sayreville Recreation Department a meditation every Tuesday. VISION: Love is all
is running bus trips to watch the New York there is and all it takes. MISSION: To raise the
Yankees battle it out in America’s favorite past consciousness of the world, evolving into a higher
time. Come join us as we cheer on the New Vibe attracting a diverse tribe. Rev. Rhea performs
customized weddings, blessing of your home, pets
York Yankees for these exciting bus trips:
June 24, 2016 – The New York Yankees and memorials. Any ceremony can be customized
and each one is exceptional. For more information,
vs. the Twins
please contact Rev. Rhea at 732 727 8219 H, 732
July 22, 2016 – The New York Yankees 771 7562 C, rhea_nj@yahoo.com email.

An Evening Of Good Taste For The Educated
Palate At Middlesex County College
(Photos by Tom Burkard)

The Middlesex County College Alumni Association sponsored “An Evening of Good Taste for
the Educated Palate on April 13th. The event was a fundraiser for alumni scholarship/programs,
and featured sample food from 25 of the area’s best restaurants. The evening was a total success,
and everyone had a great time.

Yankees Trips

vs. the Giants
August 26, 2016 – The New York
Yankees vs. the Orioles
Cost for the tickets are $90.00 for each
game and are on a first come first served
basis. All games are 7:05pm games and the
bus will leave the Mickey Sedlak Recreation
Center at 4:15 pm sharp. Price includes bus
transportation and ticket to the game. Please
contact the Recreation Office at 732-3907096 for more information. Let’s Go Yankees!

Culinary students from Piscataway Tech stand proudly by their delicious creations.

A PRAYER FOR HEALING
Lord, you invited all who are burdened to come to
You. Allow your healing hand to heal me. Touch my soul
with Your compassion for others. Touch my heart with
Your courage and infinite love for all. Touch my mind with
Your wisdom, that my mouth may always proclaim Your
praise. Teach me to reach out to You in my need. Help me
to lead others to You by my example. Most loving heart
of Jesus, bring me health in my body and spirit so that
I may serve You with all my strength. Touch gently with
this life that you have created. Amen -E.P..

“Cabaret by the Sea” Trip

The OLV Seniors are sponsoring a trip
to see “Cabaret by the Sea” featuring Vincent
Talarico at Crystal Point Yacht Club on
Tuesday, July 26, 2016. The price of $110
includes the show, 3 course lunch with dessert,

soda, tea and coffee, bus transportation, bus
driver gratuity, and snacks on the return
trip. To make a reservation or for further
information, contact Finita at (732) 721-5081

Pictured above is an attendee sampling a tasty treat from Famous Dave’s.

This happy group of Middlesex County College Alumni Association members took time for a
photo following their highly-successful event.

Reinvent Yourself to Find Fulfillment & a
New Life’s Purpose

Are you unemployed, retired, or looking
to change careers? In this workshop, learn
how to find fulfillment and a new life's
purpose! Participants will evaluate their
reasons for wanting to reinvent themselves,
review their skills and talents with an
inventory worksheet, and explore activities
and occupations that could become a new
life’s purpose and bring fulfillment to their
lives. Discover the importance of goal setting,
organization, time management, and

self-improvement. Begin to develop a
positive mental attitude to assist you in your
journey toward achieving personal goals
in order to write the next chapter in your
life! Join us at Sayreville Public Library on
Tuesday, May 17 from 6:30 to 8:00PM.
For more information about this
program or to register, contact Alaina at
alainad@lmxac.org or call 732-727-0212
ex. 25. You may also register online at www.
sayrevillelibrary.org/!

A Beginners Guide to Windows 10
Learn all about the new Windows 10!
For more information or to register,
Come down to Sayreville Public Library on contact Alaina at alainad@lmxac.org or call
Tuesday, May 3 from 6:00 to 8:00PM. You 732-727-0212 ex. 25. You may also register
can even bring your own device to follow online at www.sayrevillelibrary.org/!
along so that you can walk away with a better
understanding of this system.
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50 Years Ago: St. Mary’s High School Fire-May 4,1966
May 4th marks the 50th anniversary of
the old St. Mary’s High School fire. One of
the largest and most memorable fires in the
history of South Amboy, it was discovered on
the morning of May 4, 1966, in an old storage
closet on the second floor by sophomore
proctor Kevin Stover right before the start
of classes. He immediately called to other
proctors Dennis Noel and Mark Sciora for
assistance. History teacher Stephen Nestinger
aided the boys, as they tried to control the
flames, while the fire company was notified.
Several students entered the school and
salvaged costumes for the school play "The
King and I," and also decorations for the
Senior Prom. Other conscientious students
pitched in and helped clear the school office
and library. In days following the fire, the
boys from each class helped teachers transfer
desks, books and equipment to the grammar
school and Guild Hall. Thanks to the quick
action of the students, the play went on as
scheduled from May 6-8, and was a huge
success, as was the Senior Prom, "Roman
Holiday." Fire and water damage were very
severe throughout the school, mainly in the
front hallway and on the second floor.
From May 9th to the end of the school
year, the high school shared the facilities
of the grammar school. Split-sessions were
held for the grammar school from 8 a.m. to
12 noon, and the high school classes were
from 12:15 to 5 p.m. Plans for the new school
(current one) on the same location were set.
with hopes of having it originally completed
by January, 1967. Complications arose, and
the school was not ready until September
of 1968. The first graduating class from the
present-day structure was the Class of "69.
Students Remember St. Mary’s High
School Fire Of 1966
The following are memories of the fire
by those who attended St. Mary's in 1966:
Mark Sciora, senior (proctor summoned
to the second floor after the fire was found by
Stover): "I was surprised how fast it spread,
and within 30 minutes the roof collapsed.

By Tom Burkard

We were lucky hardly anyone was in the
building. We (proctors) ran through the
upper floor to see if anyone was in there.
We had extinguishers, but didn't get to use
them, because the smoke was so thick and
we had to get out."
Jim Vail, freshman (presently an attorney

Corner and I saw fire trucks, I thought it
was McCarthy's, and said 'No, it can't be the
school! It must be McCarthy's house!' Then
we realized it was the school. I was amazed!
I also remember wearing an orange shirt to
school that day."
Janice Blanchard, senior "My first

in South Amboy): "I was standing directly
under the wall where the fire started, and
somebody yelled, 'The school's on fire!' and
I said 'Oh, sure.' Then I looked up and saw
the smoke. I also remember people running
in and rescuing costumes."
John Kaboski, junior "It was a great day
for the young kids, like your wildest dream."
Al Gomolka Jr., freshman “Riding on
the bus from Morgan, we saw large black
clouds, and kids were laughing and saying
that they hoped the school was on fire. When
we pulled up and actually saw that it was on
fire, our attitudes changed. We didn't want it
to be burning."
Pete Mclntyre, freshman "I was on the
Morgan bus, and when we got near Marathon,
someone yelled, 'The school is on fire!' and
I thought 'Good.' When we got by Mike's

reaction was to the Prom decorations. We
had worked on them the night before, and
we wondered if we left something on while
we worked, and it may have caused the fire,
but we didn't."
Tom "Moose" Ruszala, freshman "I was
standing in front of the Rec with Tom Kelly,
Mark Bratus, Jim McCloud, and some others,
when a nun came running out of the school,
as the smoke started pouring out. She yelled
out 'We have to save the costumes for the
play,' so we ran in and saved the costumes.
The play went on."
Bob “Rex” Paulukiewicz, freshman
“I was in the Rec when someone yelled the
school was on fire. We ran outside to see
smoke coming from the roof line. My books
were in a bag sitting alongside the school,
and when I ran over to get them, a nun told

me to stay on the other side of the street. So,
we stood outside the Rec and watched the
firemen in action. The dream come true.”
Bob Toye, sophomore ”Going to school
in the afternoons (after the fire) meant a
“before school” job eventually. A bunch
of us worked at the A & P in Parlin. Steve
Skarzynski and I drew the lucky strawsproduce dept.”
Kathleen Windas-Goodwin, grammar
school ”I was in the sixth grade at St. Mary’s,
and I remember being in line in the parking
lot. Also, we went split sessions for 2 years.”
Rich Kurowsky, grammar school ”I was
in St. Mary’s Grammar School at the time. I
remember being lined up in the parking lot.
There was a picture of us in the paper. I think
it was the Perth Amboy Evening News.”
Judy Kurowsky Meinzer, freshman
”My memory is one of being a “walker” to
school from Mechanicsville, and forever
hearing catcalls from the few who owned
cars. That day, they screamed at me, ‘St.
Mary’s is on fire! No school.’ “Yeah right,
I thought. How eye-opening to get there and
see it happening.”
Kathleen Haag Williams, senior ”We
were seniors, and as I remember, we were
very close to a school play (The King & I),
and Bobby Knight and some others went in
to rescue the costumes. Fortunately, no one
was hurt. It was just before school began.
Our class is celebrating our 50th year reunion
this year.”
Jean O’Brien Reynolds, freshman
“I remember that day well, I was on the
Marathon bus and I could see the smoke. I
got off the bus to see all the commotion, and
found out the school was burning. People
were either standing around looking shocked
or crying.”
Eileen Loftus George, sophomore ”I
was walking to school and heard the siren,
and started counting the sirens out. I think
Joan Laurie was with me. We said kiddingly,
‘Maybe St. Mary’s High School is on fire.
continued on page 25
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Celebrating 70 Years

Lockwood Boat Works, Inc. celebrated its 70th year in business on April 13th, with a nautical
flea market, food, refreshments, and shared some great memories of their illustrious 70 years.
Pictured above is Sayreville Mayor Kennedy O’Brien (far left), who presented the business with a
beautiful proclamation. Lockwood Boat Works, Inc. is located at 1825 Highway #35 South, Morgan.
Phone-(732-721-1605) (Photo by Tom Burkard).

Growing up in South Amboy
10th Grade St. Mary’s
By John (Flip) Phillips

Something unusual happened when
I went from the 9th grade to the 10th that
would have an impact on my life later on
when I wanted to go to college. When I think
about what happened now I smile. Here is
what happened:
When you were a St Mary’s freshman
back in the 1950’s everyone took the same
courses. There was Latin, Algebra, English
and of course Religion. Now, when you were
promoted to the 10th grade (sophomore) you
got to pick between three different courses
of study: College Prep, General (a little of
everything) or Commercial (general clerical)
Now my two best friends Ned Moran and
Rock Stader talked me into signing up for
the Commercial course. Why? Well, they
said it was easier. So, follower that I was, I
also signed up to take the Commercial course.
Well, here comes the surprise. When
you returned from the summer vacation you
reported to your old homeroom. Then off
you would go as a class over to the church
for a Mass and a few words from Monsignor
Sullivan. Then our principal (Sister Loretta)
would call out the new class assignments
and off you went back to the school to your
new homeroom. Well, I was assigned to a
College Prep homeroom. I tried to tell them
there must have been a mistake. They said no
there wasn’t and there is where I would stay.
I told my mom what happened (my version)
and off we went to the convent. When we got
there both Sister David and Sister Cleophas
(my previous and new homeroom teachers)
answered the door. They told my mom that
“they” along with other nuns decided that
in their opinion that is the course I should
take. My mom gave me “that look”….end
of story, that’s where I stayed. Now, off to
the school year.
I settled in with my new classmates and
struggled with the new course load. My
problem was I did not like to study, especially
Latin! The Latin teacher (Sister Madeline)
would not give me a break, she could be
tough. However, I eventually turned to and
started to hit the books and things got better,
not great but better. Social wise things were
about the same as the previous year. Without
a gym there were no class dances or after
school activities to speak of. For me, however,
there was basketball. And in early November
tryouts and practice began. We practiced
at the Augusta Street Tennis Court and in
a small grammar school gym in Sayreville.
What kind of team did we have? We were
terrible! Even if we had a gym I don’t think
it would have helped. I think we only won
3 or 4 games it was a long season. The first
game was against Rutgers Prep and like the
previous year our big gun from last year’s
team, Marty Metzger, was playing against us.
Yes, we lost again. We lost to our crosstown
rival Hoffman for the first time in a few years.
I remember that game even to today. Here
is what I remember:
It was close and we lost by one point.
I took the last shot and missed. The whole

game I was guarded by Billy Madeline and
he was on me like a stamp on an envelope.
I think I scored ten “hard” points. Then with
five seconds to go we got the ball and called
timeout. I remember walking to the bench
and our coach Smokey Ryan pointed at me
and said: you are going to take the last shot.
We set up a play and it worked perfectly, I
got the ball at the top of the key, took the shot
and missed. The game was over.
Once we were in the locker room the
Hoffman cheerleaders started to “serenade”
us with the Hoffman Alma Mater (?) over
and over. The game was played on a Friday
afternoon and they were setting up the gym
for a dance that night. We eventually came out
of the locker and were invited to the dance.
I went and had a good time. Hey, some of
the guys who beat us hung around the same
soda shop (Astarita’s) that I did. Although I
did take a ribbing it was good natured and we
got even later in the year. But Billy Madeline
still had my number! There were very few,
if any, highlights that season of 1955/1956.
That summer I worked as a car hop at the
Stewarts Root Beer stand in Morgan. Billy
Madeline also worked there and we became
good friends. Oh, I did meet a girl near
the end of the school year and we became
“good friends”. It was a great summer. I
liked working at Stewarts because just about
everybody went there for a burger, hot dog
and fries. And of course the Root Beer…I
even got to make it. I got my driver’s license,
after two tries, had a girlfriend and a dollar
in my pocket. What could be better? The
summers back then in South Amboy were
lively. We had weekly dances next to the
old police station, and there was always
couples walking the streets “hand in hand” in
the evening. The best pizza in town (in my
opinion) was Hillcrest on Stevens Avenue and
Borbely’s (The Gay 90’s) on First Street. And
a large pie only cost a dollar. The best Italian
sausage sandwich was over at Abbatiello’s
on Stevens Ave. It cost a quarter and if you
did not have a quarter you could get the roll
dipped in tomato sauce for a dime.
If you played basketball back then I
bet you remember the Black Tank. That’s
where the best players in the area gathered
in the late afternoon and early evening to
“work out”. There was almost always a mix
of area high school and college players on
the court. And, if you were picked to play
on a team it meant you were a pretty good
player. The games would go on until it got
dark. Then in the winter the same guys you
played with during the summer you played
with and against during the basketball season.
That’s how I remember my 1955/1956
school year and summer.
The Miraculous Prayer
Dear Heart of Jesus, in the past I have asked for
many favors. This time I ask you this my special one
(mention favor). Take it, Dear Jesus, and place it within
your own broken heart, where your Father sees it. Then,
in His merciful eyes, it will become your favor, not mine.
Amen. (Say this prayer for 3 days, promise publication
and your favor will be granted. Never known to fail.) -C.F.
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Jammin’ For Jaclyn Benefit For Wyatt Scott
April 16, 2016
(Photos by Tom Burkard)

Sayreville’s own Patsy Palma (c) and his sisters Gianine and Alyssa provided some outstanding
songs for the event.

This excellent band is one of the 11 outstanding artists that donated their time to perform at this
most important fundraiser.

Members of the Sayreville Knights of Columbus present a check to Ron Morgan, who co-founded
Jammin’ For Jaclyn with his wife Denise.

Members of the Jammin’ For Jaclyn and the RJC Charities are pictured during the benefit for young
Wyatt Scott, who has battled Neuroblastoma Cancer since he was 19 months old. If you couldn’t
make this event and would like to make a donation, call Denise or Ron Morgan at 732-525-9536
or e-mail at: healthandfitnesswithdenise@gmail.com.
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The Highwaymen captured the Middlesex County 50+Softball League C Division Playoffs in 2015.
This photo was taken at their end of season barbeque. Several of the players are locals and should
be familiar to area sports enthusiasts. Standing (l-r) Pete Clapsis, Joe Lopez, Rich McCutcheon,
Billy Meyler, John Llano, Ron "Chiefy" Croddick, Jack O'Connor, Jerry Carchia & Walt Goldeski.
Front row (l-r) Jack O'Brien & Jack Conlon. Missing from the picture: Rich Silva & Dan D'Arcy.
(Photo/info submitted)

Pictured (l-r) at the Jammin’ For Jaclyn fundraiser for Wyatt Scott are Sayreville Councilman Art
Rittenhouse, Mayor Kennedy O’Brien, “Little John” Przybylko, owner of Sayreville Seafood & Main St.
Sub Station/Deli, and Sayreville War Memorial High School Principal James Brown. The gentlemen
are holding a 6-foot sub sandwich in the box which “Little John” donated, in addition to a shrimp
platter. (Photo/story by Joe Lotkowictz)

Local Wildlife
(Photos by Tom Burkard)

The Egret is back in town! This beautiful creature will now be seen throughout the area more
often, thanks to the warm weather we’ve been having.

This group of Red-Eared Slider turtles enjoys the rays of the sun at a nearby lake.
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Rumbles From The Rock And Roll Reunion
By Clem Skarzynski

A big congrats to Carmen Delikat,
President of V.F.W. Post 4699 and her
staff, Frank and Val Olszewski for putting
together an “awesome, sell-out Classic
Rock and Oldies show this past March 19th.
The partying, sell-out crowd danced to the
rockin’ sounds of “Clem and Friends” from
the 1st to last song. Great crowd..Food..
and atmosphere. Thanks to the Sayreville
War Memorial HS Class of ‘67, and all who
attended, making it such a huge success.
Carmen, Val, Frank, thanks for having us
there to provide the music! Lookin’ forward
to doing that again. And, my personal thanks
to Tim, and Fran Fee, Gerry and Ron Mokar,
Matt D’Esposito, for the musicianship. And,
Emmie and Amy Jones from Basement
Audio for helpin’ with the sound. And gotta
mention a sincere thanks to Q 104.3 DJ and
dear friend, Ms. Maria Milito for all the “air
time advertising. You’re the best Maria!
And, with Carmen, Val, and Frank
doing such a great job of putting the event
together, “The Music Makes The Party,”
so, my sincerest thanks to “My Friends”

Music Trivia
Pets & Animals
By Tom Burkard

1.___White Rabbit
2.___Puppy Love
3.___How Much Is That Doggy
4.___Horse With No Name
5.___What’s New Pussycat
6.___Hound Dog
7.___Cats In The Cradle
8.___Bird Dog
9.___Tie Me Kangaroo, Down Sport
10.___Hungry Like The Wolf
11.___Foxy Lady
12.___Fox On The Run

A Elvis Presley
B. America
C. Duran Duran
D. Harry Chapin
E. Paul Anka
F. Jefferson Airplane
G. Debbie Reynolds
H. The Everly Brothers
I. Tom Jones
J. Jimi Hendrix
K. Sweet
L. Rolf Harris

1f 2e 3g 4b 5i 6a 7d 8h 9l 10c 11j 12k
Answers

:

who without their musical talents, “Clem
and Friends,” wouldn’t be possible, so to
“Rockdaddy’s” founders Tim (drums), and
Fran (guitar/vocals) Fee...Jerry (sax) and Ron
(keys) Mokar, the boys from “Collage”...And
the dynamic blues bass player from “The
Spider Daniels Band,” Matt D’Esposito...
You guys bring out the best in each one of
us. Just what a “band” is supposed to do.
Thanks rockers!
Open Mic resumes Friday April 29th
(Hey, that’s my twin sis Cynthia Poland,
and my birthday), at the Knights in South
Amboy. Put new strings on that geetar! Get
new drumsticks, and be there!
Last month’s Open Mic featured
“newcomers,” a band called “Vernon
Road” with Paul Nagy, Scott Bishop, Dave
Lippencott, and myself, the writer, playing
some classic rock with acoustic aficionado,
Danny Toye. Followed by the hosts, “Split
Decision” doin’ the 70’s-90’s rock! Ray,
Jack, Bobby, Rich, and of course Mr. Joe D.
Thanks for having us and sharing the stage.

Meet The Weeklings
By Brian Stratton

The Weeklings performing recently at the International Beer, Wine & Food Fest in Red Bank. Pictured
(l tor) John Merjave, Joe Bellia, Glen Burtnick, Bob Burger. (Photo by Brian Stratton)

“The Weeklings”, are a highly-talented
quartet from New Jersey. They perform
Beatles classics with a passion as well as
their own original songs in the style of the
“Fab Four”. The band will be recording
their second album at Abbey Road Studios
in England, home of The Beatles, in June. \
Glen Burtnick “Lefty Weekling” of
North Brunswick is a platinum and gold
record songwriter having written songs for
John Waite, Styx, Randy Travis, Marshall
Crenshaw, Patty Smyth and Don Henley.
Burtnik portrayed Paul McCartney in the
broadway production of “Beatlemania”
and has performed with national acts, Styx,
Electric Light Orchestra and The Fab Faux.
Joe Bellia “Smokestack Weekling”, is
a drummer extraordinaire who has been a
longtime member of Southside Johnny &
The Asbury Jukes, and has played with the

Trip to American
Music Theater

biggest names in the business, including
Springsteen and Bon Jovi. His mastery of the
“Ringo” style is crucial to the band’s sound.
Joe is a St. Mary’s HS graduate, and lived in
South Amboy briefly in the 1960’s when he
was a young boy.
Bob Burger “Zeek Weekling” is a gold
record songwriter whose credits include
Styx, Donnie Iris, HBO Pictures, Kasim
Sultan and others. Bob has also performed
with Springsteen, Bon Jovi, Billy Joel and
Paul McCartney.
John Merjave “Rocky Weekling” is a
longstanding member of the “Beatlefest”
house band and has performed with Billy
Preston, Donovan and many others.
Best of luck to The Weeklings as the
cross the Atlantic to record their next album
in legendary Abbey Road Studios!

#1 Pop Hits-April 30

2004-Yeah!- Usher with Lil’ Jon & Ludacris
1990-Nothing Compares 2 U-Sinead
O’Connor
1981-Kiss On My List-Hall & Oates
1970-ABC-The Jackson 5
1966-Good Lovin’-The Young Rascals

The OLV Seniors are sponsoring a bus
trip to the American Music Theater Christmas
Show in Lancaster, Pennsylvania on Saturday,
November 5, 2016. The price of the trip is
$125.00 which includes the show, lunch at
Shady Maple, bus transportation, bus driver
gratuity and snacks on the return trip. To
reserve a seat or for further questions, please
contact Teri at (732)727-7639.
2002-My List-Toby Keith
1997-One Night At A Time-George Strait
1988-It’s Such A Small World-Rodney
The OLV Senior Group is sponsoring a
Crowell & Rosanne Cash
trip to Branson, Missouri from September 16 1974-Hello Love-Hank Snow
– 24, 2016. The price of the trip is $1000.00 1963-Still-Bill Anderson
which includes 4 overnights to and from
Branson, 4 nights lodging at the Welk Resort
Hotel, 8 breakfasts, 4 dinners, 6 spectacular
shows, a 45th Anniversary Celebration at
the Welk Resort, and much, much more. For
further information or to reserve a seat please Athletes
Corey DeBlis-St. Joseph’s, baseball
contact Teri at 732-727-7639.
(South Amboy); Joe Reilly-St. Joseph’s,
baseball (South Amboy); Rick Harrigan-St.
Joseph’s, baseball (Sayreville).
Coach
Rock superstar and former Sayreville Coach Costy Pawlowski-North Clayton HS,
resident Jon Bon Jovi gave a special Atlanta, GA, boys cross country, boys tennis
performance at the 6th Annual Irish Eyes (Sayreville).
Gala in New York on March 14th for the
Kelly Cares Foundation, which was founded
with the mission to support organizations,
initiatives and programs that share the
foundation’s values of health, education and
community.

#1 Country Hits
April 30

Trip to Branson

Local Athletes Who
Played/Coached
Other Schools

Bon Jovi Played At
Irish Gala

Paul Chrzaszcz
Scholarship
Fundraiser 5K

The Paul Chrzaszcz Memorial Fund
Inspire 5K to benefit East Brunswick VoTech will be held Sunday, May 15 at the
East Brunswick Community Arts Center,
721 Cranbury Rd. at 9 a.m. rain or shine.
Registration begins at 7:30 a.m. and closes at
8:45 a.m. Cost is $20 in advance or $25 on
race day. To sign up, visit registercompuscore.com.
Ryan O’Leary received the Sayreville Varsity
Boys Basketball Most Valuable Player and
Offensive Player of the Year awards at the recent
annual Sports banquet at the high school. Ryan’s
high-scoring and strong rebounding helped
the Bombers to a fine (19-10) season. (Photo
submitted)
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For mer S out h
Amboy resident
Jo e Ho e h m a n
has received boys
basketball Coach
of the Year honors
for his outstanding
work at South
Brunswick HS.
(Photo courtesy
of Jim Hoehman)

Joe Hoehman Receives Hoops Awards
By Steve Schmid

South Amboy resident Jim Hoehman
is proud of the accomplishments of his
son Joe, successful head coach of the
South Brunswick boys basketball team.
Joe Hoehman was named All Area Coach
of the Year by the Home News Tribune,
Middlesex County Coach of the Year by
the Star Ledger and Coach of the Year Red
Division of the Greater Middlesex County by
the GMC Coaches Association. Joe led the
South Brunswick Vikings to a 22-5 record,
their best season in 9 years. The Vikings
reached the finals of the GMC Tournament
for the first time since 1993 with a 50-45
victory over East Brunswick before losing
to St. Joe's in the final. In the Central Jersey
Group 4 quarterfinal the Vikings beat East
Brunswick 63-61 in overtime before losing
to Colts Neck in the semis. "I couldn't be
prouder," Jim Hoehman said about Joe's
awards. "My wife and I raised him to be a
solid responsible citizen with an excellent

School Sports
(as of April 18)
by Tom Burkard

Baseball
South Amboy (4-2) Nick Reagan
(.600 avg.), Zach Honimar (.400), Julian
Munoz (.500), and Chris McCabe (.455),
are really pounding the baseball for Coach
Dan Poulsen’s Governors. Jayson Olivares
is the top-hitter (.684), and leads in hits with
13 and RBI-10. In addition, he is the ace of
the pitching staff (2-2) with 27 strikeouts
in only 20 innings. Reagan leads the club
with 3 doubles, and Kehare Ford is the top
base stealer with 6. Freshman standouts
Kyle Gasiewski (.333), and Nick Charmello
look sharp pitching and batting. Gasiewski
recently won his first varsity game, throwing
5 scoreless innings and fanning 7. Charmello
also won his first varsity contest, hurling 7
innings and striking out 12.
Sayreville (4-4) The Bombers have
gotten plenty of offensive pop from Joe
Polomene, who leads the club with a .714
avg., and 10 hits. Kyle Richards (.333), Sean
McDonnell (.312), Brett Dzamba is at (.353)
are all ripping the ball, as is Pete Soporowski
(.375), who looks sharp on the hill, (2-1),
with 18 K’s in 20.1 innings. Connor Johnson
(.300) is (1-2) with 21 K’s in 18 innings.
Softball
Sayreville (3-2) Ryane Brush (.467),
Emily Cabrera (.467), Kayla Stvan (.412),
are pounding the ball well, and pitcher Kelly
Duffy (3-2) with 21 strikeouts in 34 innings is
doing a fine job on the pitcher’s mound. Brush
leads the club with 5 RBI and 3 home runs.
South Amboy (4-4) The Lady Guvs are
getting terrific hitting from Alissa Bikowski
who leads the club in batting avg.-.591, and
doubles 4, and is tied for hits with 13, and
stolen bases 17. Shannon Tran is batting
(.500), leads the team with 16 RBI, and is
tied for the lead with 13 hits. Samantha
Rios (.455), and Jenna Makar (.391) also
contribute big-time. Jenna had a huge game
against Dunellen, belting 5 hits, and driving
in 5 runs. Kaleigh Keegan (4-4) is the ace
of the pitching staff, and has 29 strikeouts in
44.2 innings pitched.

McCrone, Hansel
All-GMC

Sayreville’s talented swimmers, Grace
McCrone and Angelina Hansel were selected
to All-GMC All-Conference Swimming
team. Congratulations Grace and Angelina!

work ethic," Joe said winning didn't come
easy. "Hard work with the kids buying into
the team concept and the seniors providing
a lot of leadership. Being in a large family
helped me deal with a large group of kids." Joe
also coached Mohammed Sanu who went on
to star at Rutgers and is currently playing in
the NFL with the Atlanta Falcons. Joe said he
comes back to South Amboy frequently to see
his father and family and fondly remembers
his playing days at Hoffman High School.
He said he enjoyed playing for Hoffman
coach George Krzyzanowski and learned a
lot from him. He keeps in touch and credits
him with helping his coaching career. Joe
has coached the Vikings for nine years and
has an 118-97 record. Joe is the fifth child
of Jim and the late Linda Hoehman of South
Amboy.. He is currently living in Freehold
with his wife Arianne and their three sons, 5
year old Christian,and 3 year old twins Luke
and Vincent. . .

Handy, Aidoo AllConference In Track

Sayreville’s Eryn Handy, a standout
performer in shot put, was chosen AllConference Girls Indoor Track. Bombers’
Benjamin Aidoo, was an All-Conference
Boys Indoor Track choice for the 55H.
Congratulations Eryn and Benjamin!

Porcaro Wrestler
Of The Year

Sayreville senior Anthony Porcaro
was selected by the Home News Tribune
as Wrestler of the Year. The talented
heavyweight, who also excelled in football
had a spectacular wrestling career, with many
highlights, honors, awards, and of course
championships.
He ended his schoolboy wrestling career
with an amazing (126-18) record, falling 4
short of the school mark for wins, which is
held by Ramon Santiago, who graduated
in 2009. However, his accomplishments
on the mats are many and include: three
GMCT championships; three District 20
titles; the only 2-time region champion in
Sayreville history; one of only 3 Bombers
to be a two-time state placewinner. On
the football field, he was a 2-time All-Area
First Team lineman pick by the Home News
Tribune. Congratulations Anthony on a truly
sensational high school career! May you have
continued success on the collegiate level!

Sayreville Bombers baseball coach Mike Novak is pictured prior to addressing the huge crowd at the
Sayreville Little League Opening Day ceremonies. (Photo by Tom Burkard)

College Notebook

The Middlesex County College (MCC)
men’s baseball and women’s softball teams
are off to fine starts. The MCC men, (13-6)
have gotten strong performances from pitcher
Tim Kales (South Amboy, who is (3-2) with
18 strikeouts in 23.8 innings. Infielder Josh
Guarnera (Sayreville), has 13 hits, including
4 doubles and 7 RBI to go along with his
.245 batting avg.
The MCC women’s softball squad is off to
a (13-1) start, and features 6 locals from South
Amboy and Sayreville. Catcher-outfielder
Brittany Clayton (Cardinal McCarrick/St.
Mary’s) is #3 in the NJCAA Division III,
with a scorching .587 batting avg. She is also
#3 in on-base-pct.-.642, and slugging pct..1.022. Clayton has scored 18 runs, knocked
in 16 runs, and has 3 home runs. Pitcherutility player Erin Stvan (Sayreville) and
outfielder Shana Anderson (South Amboy)
are also having a fine season. Utility player
Ashley Buczek (South Amboy), Caitlin
Norek (Cardinal McCarrick/St. Mary’s), and
Kathryn Dovidauskas (Sayreville) have all
contributed to the fine start.
Erin Fitzsimmons (Sayreville) has
seen limited action on the hill for Ramapo
College (11-5) She has pitched 4 innings,
with 7 strikeouts, 1 save, and a 7.00 ERA.
Erin has played some outfield and is batting
.286. Her older sister Kristen Fitzsimmons
(Sayreville) is a senior outfielder with The
College of New Jersey (15-8), and is hitting
.327, third highest on the team, and has 16 hits
and 4 stolen bases. She hit .300 as a junior...
Freshman Chris Eveigan (Sayreville) drilled
a 2-run single in his first game for Ramapo
College (16-1-1). He is batting .200 in limited
playing time...Sayreville resident Brandon
Bielak (St. Joseph’s) has been used mostly
as a relief pitcher for Notre Dame U. (1511), and is (2-1) with 19 K’s in 23.1 innings.
Newark-Rutgers (8-13) has plenty of
Sayreville/South Amboy personnel on its
roster. Soph outfielder Danny Iannaccone
of Sayreville, who played high school ball
with (St. Joseph’s), is stinging the ball for
a .275 avg, with 14 hits and 11 RBI, while

freshman Nolan Rivera (Sayreville) is 3-for9, .333 avg...Junior righty Vincent Enea
(Sayreville) leads the club with a nice 1.93
ERA, and is tied for the lead in saves with 2.
In 14 innings, he has punched out 10 batters,
and has an (0-2) record...Soph Dan Murphy
(South Amboy) has thrown 8.2 innings,
struck out 6, and has a 6.23 ERA, with no
decisions...Newark-Rutgers assistant coach
is Jake Campbell (Sayreville), who starred
at Montclair State...Jackie Riley (Cardinal
McCarrick/St. Mary’s) leads St. Peter’s
University (0-17) with 9 hits, a .265 avg.,
and .405 on-base-pct. The flame-throwing
pitcher has seen brief action on the mound,
hurling 12 innings, with 5 strikeouts and
a 12.25 ERA, and an (0-3) record...Nicole
Scarillo (South Amboy) who starred for
Dominican College (NY) and also Kean
University is now in her fourth season as an
assistant softball coach at Kean…
Stephanie Allocco (Sayreville), who
was a 4-time All-American at Rowan U.
from 1997-2000, joined Stockton University
this season as an assistant softball coach.
She coached softball for 15 years at
Moorestown HS, and also girls soccer...Greg
Wyzykowski (Hoffman) is in his 7th season
as women’s tennis coach at Seton Hall U.
His team is having another fine season, and
currently stands at (7-6)...Christian Campbell
(Sayreville), is having a much-improved
junior year at Rutgers U. (11-16). He has only
played in 5 games, and has 8 hits, including 4
doubles, and is batting .444. In addition, he
has pitched in relief, and in 10 innings, has 15
strikeouts, and is (1-2)...Swimmer Elizabeth
Kaczmarek (Sayreville) finished 2nd place
in the 400 Y IM in 4:30.87, and 4th place in
the 200 Y IM in 2:08.10 at the Metro Atlantic
Athletic Conference Championships, for
her Iona College team. While at Sayreville
War Memorial HS, she was a 4-time GMC
All-Conference selection, 4-time Conference
Division All-Star, and also holds the all-time
Sayreville records for the 200 IM, 500 free,
and 200 free.

Crew-Cuts For A Cause

Kudelka Finishes
Fine Season

Bishop Ahr junior standout Sean
Kudelka of South Amboy turned in an
excellent season for BA (11-10), as he scored
290 points, 13.8 avg., and hauled down 146
rebounds, 7.0 avg. Great going, Sean!

Aidoo Wins At
Eastern States

Sayreville track sensation Benjamin
Aidoo won the 55H in 7.37 at the 82nd Annual
Eastern States Championships at the Armory
in New York. Prior to that, he won the same
event in 7.47 at the Meet of Champions.
Congratulations, Benjamin!
ST. JUDE
May the Sacred Heart of Jesus be adored, glorified, loved
and preserved throughout the world now and forever. Sacred Heart
of Jesus have mercy on us. St. Jude, worker of miracles, pray for us.
St. Jude, helper of the hopeless, pray us. Say this prayer nine times
a day for nine days. It has never been known to fail. Publication
must be promised. Thank You St. Jude. -P.S..

The 2016 South Amboy High School baseball team's Crew-Cuts for a Cause event was a success. The
team raised over $4,000 to be donated to St. Jude's Children's Hospital, bringing our 3 year donation
total over $10,000. On behalf of the South Amboy baseball team, we would like to thank all friends,
family and businesses who made this yearly charity the best it has been. (Photo Submitted)
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Game
The Local Sports Memory Machine T.H.E.
Sport-Softball

Champions

By Tom Burkard

1980-St. Mary’s legendary and highly-talented South Jersey Parochial B state championship basketball
team finished with an outstanding (25-3) record under Coach Bob Howarth. Pictured standing
(l-r) Coach Bob Howarth, Danny Kudelka, John Inman, Paul Fecskovics, Bernie Orszewski, Kenny
Connors, Paul Connelly (Mgr.). Kneeling (l-r) Bill Howarth, Tom Murray, Brian Gorczynski, Eddie
Stevens, Tom Misak, Bob Howe.

Eagles Top St. Peter’s To Win Crown

1980-St. Mary’s boys’ basketball team
(24-2) captured the South Jersey Parochial B
championship over St. Peter’s (21-3), 60-59
in a real thriller, as Paul Fecskovics calmly
sank 2 free throws with no time showing on
the scoreboard in overtime. The amazing
Eagles battled back to cop the crown in the
title contest held at Sayreville HS gym before
1,250 fans.
St. Peter’s held a 46-38 lead after three
quarters, but the determined Blue & Gold
battled back. The Eagles cut the lead to
46-44, thanks to two long jumpers by Brian
Gorczynski and a corner jumper by Bill
Howarth, but the Cardinals outscored SM 8-4
to up their lead to 54-48. The South Saints

retaliated with an 8 point run, a layup and 2
free throws by Fecskovics, and 2 jumpers by
Gorczynski to put St. Mary’s ahead 56-54.
Klinger hit a 12-foot jumper for St. Peter’s
with 1:16 left, and the game went into OT.
Coach Bob Howarth’s champions were led
by Gorczynski with 19 points. The two clubs
had met previously in the county tournament
with St. Peter’s prevailing, 62-58, as they
outshot the Eagles at the foul line.
*St. Mary’s fell to a powerful St.
Anthony’s of Jersey City in the state final,
but finished with an incredible (25-3) record
the best in school history, that would stand
for over 20 years.

Glory Days In Local
Sports

1957-Hoffman sunk Atlantic Highlands,
8-5 behind winning pitcher Dave Inman’s
4-hitter. Tom Adams smacked a single and
double, while Bob Bloodgood and Jimmy
Gent added 2 hits apiece. 1968-Fred Henry
fired a beautiful 3-0 shutout to lead St. Mary’s
over St. Rose, as Jim Gordon provided
plenty of offense, by driving in all 3 runs.
1976-Sayreville nipped Colonia in baseball
play, 3-2. Tom Pedrick was the winning
pitcher, while Mike White knocked in a run,
and Dave Constantineau belted a double.
1987-Sayreville pounded Perth Amboy 13-3
on the diamond. Rich Gluchowski drove
in 4 runs, and Ed Fischer drilled 2 doubles
and knocked in a run. Jeff Wadjulak won
his first game of the year for the Bombers.
1997-South Amboy walloped Woodbridge
Tech, 17-0 in softball action. Freshman
Nicole Magnifico struck out 7 and hit an
RBI triple, while freshman Gina Rae Miller
ripped a single and double to drive in 3 runs.
2001-St. Mary’s stopped St. Peter’s 7-4 in
baseball. Winning pitcher Chris Inao struck
out 12 and went 2-for-4 with an RBI.

Zawacki
Remembered

Stan Zawacki, 50, of South Amboy,
died on March 18. He was a contributing
member on the Hoffman Governors 1984
Group I baseball state champions. In 1992,
Coach George Krzyzanowski, in his ninth
year as head baseball coach at Hoffman
High, selected his Dream Team for The SA
Times, and picked Zawacki as his Designated
Hitter (DH).

McKeon To Manage
In 2018

Year-1986
Teams-Hoffman (16-2) vs. Sayreville (7-7)
Recap-The Lady Governors blasted the
Bombers, 20-8, as winning pitcher Dawn
Kaiser upped her season mark to (11-0). She
received plenty of offensive support from
Kim Schuck, who blasted 2 home runs, and
Lynn Ust, who also unloaded a round-tripper.
Tami Scibek belted 2 singles and a homer
for Sayreville.
Players of the Game-Too many Governors
contributed in a big way, so to select one
player is impossible.

Top Athletic Honors
70 Years Ago

1946-St. Mary’s talented second
baseman Jack Massing was a 1st Team
All-County selection in The Home News.
The Massing family was highly-respected
in South Amboy, and owned a gas/service
station on Main St. for many years.

50 Years Ago

1966-St. Peter’s topped St. Mary’s 5-0
in the South Jersey Parochial B state tourney.
Shortstop Jim Passafiume had 2 hits, Tom
Kelly rocketed a triple, and Tony Ruszala
added a hit for the Eagles. Bill Beyer was
the losing pitcher. John Price hurled 2 hitless
innings in relief.

40 Years Ago

1976-Tim Brand and Mike Cannon of
Sayreville were selected to 1st Team AllMiddlesex by The Star Ledger

30 Years Ago

1986-St. Mary’s flame-throwing softball
pitcher Lisa Harrigan was chosen to 1st
Team All-Middlesex by The Star Ledger...
Sayreville ace lefty pitcher Chuck Frobosilo
was an All-State selection.

10 Years Ago

2006-Frank Greco became the only
golfer
in St. Mary’s/Cardinal McCarrick
According to a recent story in the New
history
to be chosen to the Home News
York Post, South Amboy native Jack McKeon
Tribune
All-Area 1st team.
plans to once again manage the Miami
Marlins in 2018. He told his old friend and
longtime writer Kevin Kernan that he plans
1992-Mark Noble had a huge game in
to come back to manage a game or two in the South Amboy Men’s Slow Pitch Softball
either late 2018 or 2019, so he can set the League deciding game in the best of 3
record for being the oldest manager in major championship series, by driving in 5 runs
league history.
to lead the Shamrock to the title over Bottle
The current record holder is the Stop II. For his heroics, Noble was selected
legendary Connie Mack, who managed the MVP of the series.
Philadelphia A’s in 1950, when he was 87
years old. Jack will turn 87 in November
2017, so he will be in a good position to set
a new mark.
1966-Coach John Wortley’s Sayreville
Jack McKeon is famous for many
1980-St. Mary’s fabulous cheerleaders, who were there every step of the way to support the boys’
Bombers baseball squad clubbed Carteret,
championship team are top (l-r) Kathleen McQuade, Capt. Mary Muchanic, Eileen Thompson, accomplishments in Major League Baseball,
Carlene Parker, JoAnn Poltrictzky. Bottom (l-r) Capt. Jeanne Dohaney, Mary Lou Sullivan, Holly most notably for leading the Florida Marlins 8-2. George Armstrong ripped 3 hits and
drove in 5 runs, while Mickey Roberts belted
Holton, Janet Jefferys, Eileen Toolan, Anna Mae Connelly, Kara Sullivan. In front is Angel Fesler.
to the World Series championship in 2003
a single and homer to knock in 3 runs. Costy
over the New York Yankees in 6 games. He
Pawlowski was the winning pitcher.
was 72 at the time, and became the oldest
manager to win the World Series. In addition,
he is the only professional baseball manager
who has won over 1,000 games in the big
leagues, and also over 1,000 in minor league
By Tom Burkard
baseball.
By Tom Burkard

Softball Flashback

Opening Day
50 Years Ago

From The Youth League Archives

NY Yankees
Nicknames Trivia

Early 1950’s-Enterprise Hook & Ladder Little League baseball team is pictured in this vintage photo
taken at the old St. Mary’s Field. In photo bottom row (l-r) Charlie Brinamen, Bernie Dowling,
Jack Gendlek, George Reick, Tom Harvey, Bob Cupperson, Mike McCarthy. Middle row (l-r) Tom
McCarthy, Joe Phillips, Bob Boyce, Frank Brennan, Jim Lovely, Joe Doyle, Charlie Conroy, Billy
O’Brien. Top row (l-r) Coaches Joe “Scoop” McCarthy, Joe Conroy, Bernie Mackiel Sr. (Photo
courtesy of Bonnie Conroy).

If any readers have a great team photo from years gone by that they would like to share
for publication, please e-mail it to: satimes@aol.com or call the office at: 732-727-0398.

The following local athletes played
varsity sports in college: Karen Hill
(Sayreville)-soccer, Hartwick College from
1992-95, and is in the school record books
as #6 all-time with 27 goals, and is tied
for #7 with most points, 62; Ramon Leak
(Sayreville)-football, East Stroudsburg State
(PA); Nick Charmello (St. Mary’s)-baseball,
Miami-Dade North CC; Brookdale CC;
Francis Marion College (SC); Lisa Harrigan
(St. Mary’s)-softball, Erskine College (SC);
Virginia Zaleski (St. Mary’s)-cross country,
winter indoor track, spring outdoor track,
Trenton State College from 1983-87; Chuck
Frobosilo (Sayreville)-baseball, Middlesex
CC; Eileen Fallon (St. Mary’s)-tennis,
University of North Carolina; Kaitlyn Katko
(Cardinal McCarrick)-basketball, cross
country, Lander University (SC); Gary Read
(Bishop Ahr)-baseball, Drew University;
Vince Rosario (Cardinal McCarrick)basketball, Stonehill College (MA); Central
Connecticut State University; C.W. Post
Campus of Long Island University.

1 The Iron Horse
2 Stick
3 Sandman
4 Bam Bam
5 Bambino
6 Rags
7 Moose
8 Mr. November
9 Big Cat
10 The Commerce Comet
A Johnny Mize
B Hensley Meulens
C Gene Michael
D Mariano Rivera
E Lou Gehrig
F Mike Mussina
G Mickey Mantle
H Babe Ruth
I Derek Jeter
J Dave Righetti

Answers
1e 2c 3d 4b 5h 6j 7f 8i 9a 10g.

Those College Days
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Raritan Bay FCU 75th Annual Meeting
Raritan Bay FCU will hold their 75th
Annual Meeting on Wednesday, May 4,
2016 at 7:00 p.m. in their Main Branch
on Raritan Street. Raritan Bay Federal
Credit Union will be celebrating 75 years
of service this year, and will be honoring
one of its longest running members John
Andrejewski. Mr. Andrejewski has been
a member for 75 years and spent 41 years
as an Official to the Credit Union. Raritan
Bay FCU welcomes all members to come
and attend their Annual Meeting. Members

have the opportunity to hear from the Board
of Directors and President/CEO about the
progress and direction of the Credit Union.
Light refreshments will be served. Raritan
Bay Federal Credit Union is a non-profit,
community chartered financial institution
that serves everyone who lives, works,
worships or attends school in Middlesex
County. Raritan Bay Federal Credit Union
was chartered in 1941, and is owned and
operated by its members.

The South Amboy Munitions Explosion
on Friday, May 19, 1950 shocked the town,
and news of the devastation spread around
the world. The Monday May 22nd edition
of The Daily Mirror, a New York newspaper,
and one of the largest dailies in the U.S. at
the time ran extensive coverage, plus a front
page cover story that was titled “Mines Set
Fires In So. Amboy.” Below it was a huge
photo with the caption, “Bombed Out Of
Church”-Msgr. Francis J. Sullivan conducts
Mass for worshipers on a temporary altar on
the steps of Saint Mary’s Roman Catholic

Church on Augusta St., South Amboy. It
was too dangerous to hold Sunday services
in the munitions blasted church, as hundreds
of people jammed the streets, thankful for
survival.” Pictured in the great photo with
Msgr. Sullivan were two altar boys, one was
14-year old Tom Noble, who went on to an
outstanding career with the South Amboy
Police Dept., and retired as a Detective
Sergeant, and an unidentified youngster.
Note: A special thank you to Tom Noble
for sharing this interesting information with
us for our readers.

Letter

South Amboy
Elementary Academic
Achievement for MP3
2015/2016

66 Years Ago-South Amboy Explosion Was
Front Page News All Over

84 year old, lifelong South Amboy resident Julia Neumann (l) was fishing recently in Florida with her
two sons Rudy and Randy. While trolling 7 miles off the coast of Jupiter Beach on Rudy's boat, the
Papa Bear Too, Julia reeled in a 31.8 lb Mahi Mahi Dolphin after a 20 minute fight. Julia is an avid
fisherwoman and travels to Florida twice a year, but during the summer you can find her every weekend
in the Raritan Bay or off Sandy Hook on Randy's boat, The Papa Bear. Both boats are named after the
late Rudy Neumann who passed along his love of fishing to his entire family. (Photo/Info Submitted)

Carmine Moore, owner of Carmine’s Barber Shop in South Amboy is pictured at the Jammin’ For
Jaclyn fundraiser for Wyatt Scott. Carmine was one of many generous donors who participated in
this worthy cause. (Photo/story by Joe Lotkowictz)

High School, College Students Sought
For County Youth Conservation Corps

APPLICATIONS are now being
accepted for the Middlesex County Youth
Conservation Corps, whose mission is to
protect and preserve the more than 7,600
acres of Open Space owned and maintained
by Middlesex County.
The County recognizes that these natural
areas must always be guarded from misuse,
polluters and the forces of nature, and needs
help in keeping these areas green and safe.
Conservation Corps crew members
earn $9.00 per hour and will work Monday
through Friday from June 27 through Aug.
19. Work will primarily take place at County
Open Spaces in Old Bridge, Monroe and
South Brunswick. Students age 16 and over
are encouraged to apply.
“Our Youth Conservation Corps
members have been an incredible asset in
maintaining and preserving our open spaces
and trails,” said Freeholder Charles E.
Tomaro, chair of the County’s Infrastructure
Management Committee. “The lessons they
learn while working together will go on to
help them join the adult world, while their
environmental work ensures Middlesex
County will stay clean, green and healthy.”
“This continues to be one of our more
popular programs and with good reason,”
said Middlesex County Freeholder Director

Ronald G. Rios. “The Youth Corps is a
responsible and economical way of carrying
out our land management goals while
allowing the County’s youth to become
involved in their community and help to
improve its environment.”
Activities include trail building, litter
clean-up, invasive species removal and
wildlife habitat improvements. Applicants
should be enthusiastic, motivated and willing
to work and learn as a part of a team. Also,
applicants must have the capacity to walk
several miles and stand for extended periods
of time, the willingness to get dirty and work
outdoors in various weather conditions and
the ability to use various hand tools.
Space is limited. Interested applicants
should send a cover letter and application
for employment to: Scott Meyler, Middlesex
County Office of Parks and Recreation,
PO Box 661, New Brunswick, NJ 08903.
A full job description and a link to a
downloadable application can be found
at www.co.middlesex.nj.us (search Work
With Us).
Applications must be received in the
office by May 6, 2016.
For more information, call Scott Meyler
at 732-745-3064.

"Rising Up" - Recovery After Job Loss

When you lose a job, it's a major life
event. While sometimes it can be a relief,
more often than not, it's a devastating blow.
Not only is it a loss of a paycheck, but even
a loss of identity and self-esteem. If you are
not careful, job loss can lead to depression
and isolation, neither of which is good for
a successful job search. In this participative
session, Terrence H. Seamon will address
the attitudes and skills needed to bounce
back and rise up after job loss at Sayreville
Public Library on Monday, May 9 from 6:30
to 8:00PM.
Terrence Seamon is a veteran job hunter
who has experienced job loss several times
in his career. Now he is a job search and

career change consultant and coach whose
book "To Your Success!" captures much
of his hard-earned wisdom. He is also the
author of the leader's guide to engagement
"Lead the Way" and the change agent's guide
to improvement "Change for the Better."
Facilitating Change - Achieving Results!
Learn more about Terrence Seamon at
http://about.me/terrenceseamon and his
Organization Development & Training at
h t t p : / / w w w. f a c e b o o k . c o m /
FacilitationSolutions
For more information or to register,
contact Alaina at alainad@lmxac.org or call
732-727-0212 ex. 25. You may also register
online at www.sayrevillelibrary.org/!

Hey Tom,
Hope all is well. I recently noticed
something in town that would definitely be
of interest to anyone who is a rail fan in the
area like myself.
Norfolk Southern (the company that
operates trains out of the Browns Yard on
Bordentown Ave) has recently assigned
one of its "Heritage Units" to the Amboy
Secondary which runs through South Amboy
and Sayreville.
In 2012 to celebrate its 30th anniversary,
NS painted 20 locomotives in the paint
scheme of its predecessor railroads and it was
a big hit with both its employees and rail fans
everywhere. Up until recently though it was
difficult to catch one in the area.
However it appears as though one is
finally on regular service in our area. Norfolk
Southern SD45 #1700 has been repainted to
the Erie Lackawanna railroad colors and has
been seen in regular service between Parlin
and Oak Island.
Erie Lackawanna was in business from
1960 to 1976 and operated an extensive
commuter railroad in our area and was the
immediate predecessor to NJ Transit.
Keep up the great work!
Bill Parsons
South Amboy

Fourth Grade Honor Roll with
Distinction: Vera Bacsoka, Scott Caputo,
Jamie Finnegan, Carolyn Grace, Corinna
Hatter, Sofia Hoenle, Alexandra Kross, Liza
O’Neill, Priyanka Sharma.. HONOR ROLL:
Sieanna Cabral, Angela Calderon, Davey
Cheng, Kyle Cooke, Maaz Farooq, Sebastian
Fernandez, Jamie Finnegan, Lola Grasso,
Benjamin Hernandez, Kiona Horigan, Faisal
Khan, Aaliyah Lopez, Jonathan Moakler,
Victoria Myers, Elijah Perez, Vincent Pham,
Michayla Piperato, Michelle Rojas, Ryan
Rojas, Kimberly Steiner, Danna TrejoGarcia.
Fifth Grade Honor roll with
Distinction: Gabrielle Cruz, Jillian Juhass,
Isabella Vargas. HONOR ROLL:Gabriel
Albarran, Jada Berry, Joshua Breur, Nicholas
DiForti, Steven Evanski, Gianna Gawroriski,
Kevin Gemian, Kenny Herman, Brianna
Herrera, Emily Kamor, Sawvera Khan,
Stephanie Knapp, Emmanuella Louis, Dylan
Lozano, Sara Lukie, Alisa Mannan, Brianna
Moehl, Joshua Nunez, Justin O’Connor,
Evalise Perez, Franchesca Sambucci,
Christian Smith, Nicholas Szatkowski,
Dakota Templeton, Eva Torino

County Sponsors Birthday Parties
for Residents Age 90 and Over
The Middlesex County Office of Aging
and Disabled Services will once again hold
Birthday Bashes for senior citizens age 90 and
over as part of its National Older Americans
Month celebration. Due to the popularity of
these events, four parties will be held this year.
As a result, residents will be asked to attend
one of the events based on their residency.
Local birthday
lunchtime events
will be held May
20 at the Old Bridge
Senior Center, and on
May 25 at the Edison
Senior Center. All
events begin at 11
a.m.
“All County
residents who are
90 and older are
invited so we can
celebrate their lives
and accomplishments,” said Freeholder
Blanquita B. Valenti, chair of the County’s
Community Services Committee.
“These events are always filled with
fun,” said Freeholder Director Ronald G.
Rios. “It is certainly a wonderful way for our
celebrants to spend an afternoon.”
Traditionally, about 150 seniors age 90
and over attend each lunch. Each celebrant
is invited with one guest. A few spots remain

for this year, but registration is required.
“We are happy we can give these special
seniors a chance to enjoy the “limelight” with
the recognition luncheon and entertainment,”
said Gerry Mackenzie, Community Services
Department Head.
The Edison luncheon (scheduled
for May 25) will honor residents from
Edison, Metuchen,
Monroe Township,
South Amboy and
Woodbridge. The
Old Bridge luncheon
(scheduled for May
20) will honor
residents from
Helmetta, Old
Bridge, Perth Amboy,
Sayreville, South
River and Spotswood.
Seniors wishing
to attend who need
transportation to the event should check with
their local senior centers.
For information or to register for an
event, call 732-745-4267.

South Amboy-Sayreville Times April 30, 2016 21

WWW.?

This could be a tricky photo for our Mystery Photo experts. We’ll give you a small hint to help... The
business pictured no longer exists. (Photo by Tom Burkard). Send your answers in to: satimes@
aol.com.

March Winners

Last month’s WWW.? photo was of
Lockwood Boatworks, Inc., located at 1825
Highway 35 South in the Morgan section of
Sayreville. The list of the many winners who
correctly identified the business includes:
Chuck Pickard, Pat & Billy Scully, Marie
English, Dennis Quinlan, W. Tom Kross,
Mike Carr, Pete McIntyre, Gary Feret, Joan
Gorczyca, Peggy Yuhas, Elizabeth Leveille,
March WWW.?
Joan Fulham, Kevin Kania & Dawn Roberts,
Lynn Loy, Nancy Berry, Lisa Grankowski, Don Zrebiec, Scott V. Farina, Walter
Rosanne Nizolek, Estelle Pluskota, Mary Starzec Jr., Gerry Sherry, Kelly Heinz, Judy
Agnes Morris, Ed Bender, Stephen Yuhas, Guilfoyle. Congratulations to all

Theme Park Opens

Six Flags Great Adventure will begin
daily operation May 26. The park operates
every day through the summer until
September 5, when it transitions to a
weekend operating schedule for Fright Fest
and Holiday in the Park. For a full operating
calendar with daily opening and closing times
and a complete list of special events, visit
www.sixflags.com/greatadventure.

Celebration Concert

Six Flags presents the Celebration concert
featuring Jeremy Camp May 21. The concert
takes place at 5 p.m. in the Plymouth Rock
Assurance® Arena and is included with
theme park admission, Season Pass or active
Membership as part of the MIKE AND IKE®
ZOURS® Summer Concert Series.
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Poetry Reading

Local author and teacher, Michelle
Irrizarry Leonard, will be holding a poetry
reading at Barnes & Noble Booksellers in
East Brunswick, NJ on Saturday, April 30th
at 12pm. The Poetess will inspire us with a
special reading from her poetry books with
a poetry workshop including her writing
process and the creativity and imagination
behind writing poetry to follow. All ages are
welcome (children must be accompanied by
an adult). Register in store upon arrival. This
is a free event.
Writing poetry and fiction has been
a passion for Michelle for most of her
life. She has published two poetry books,
“The Poetess: Poems of Love, Life and
Friendship,” and “The Poetess: Poems of
Inspiration” and most recently published
her first fiction novel, “Learning to Fly”.
Michelle is a Language Arts Literacy teacher
in Sayreville, New Jersey. She is a graduate
of Rutgers University where she earned her
B.A. in English, and Kean University where
she earned her B.A. in Education. All of her
books can be found on her websitewww.
thepoetessmichelle.com, Barnes & Noble.
com, and Amazon. She currently lives in
Marlboro, NJ.

Remember When?
50 Years Ago

1966-St. Mary’s sophomore Joe Noble (r)
pays a quarter for a bottle of Pepsi Cola to
cafeteria helper, and fellow soph, Ron Seaman
(c) while their other classmate Jack O’Connor
(l) awaits his turn. This photo was taken in
St. Mary’s cafeteria during lunch time, a few
months before the huge fire destroyed the
old high school on May 4, 1966.

South Amboy Rotary member Burton Wilkins (l)
presents check to Karen Walczak representing the
South Amboy First Aid Squad. (Photo Submitted)

South Amboy-Sayreville Rotary presenting a
check to members of Sayreville & Morgan First
Aids. In picture L-R Mohamed Ramadan, Peter
Saleas, Berkant Sivrikaya from Sayreville, Burton
Wilkins from Rotary and Kyle Vince from Morgan.
(Photo Submitted)
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The Smoke Column

By Ex-Chief Richard Kosmoski, BA, MS

The life of a firefighter can be both hectic
and stressful at times. When the fire alarm
goes off, the adrenalin starts to flow as the
firefighter responds to the emergency. But
how does this response affect him and his
family? Since fires can occur at any time, a
responding volunteer fire fighter must drop
whatever he/she is doing and proceed to the
emergency. Many times these fire alarms
cause a major disruption in the firefighter’s
personal life. Family dinners, celebrations,
holidays, birthdays, anniversaries, and other
activities may have to be placed on hold while
the firefighter responds to save someone’s life
or property. How many Christmas Dinners
are missed because a vacant structure was set
ablaze, or the inattentive cooking caused a
kitchen fire? Unfortunately, these incidences
occur at the most inopportune time and are
too numerous to count.
There isn’t a firefighter who hasn’t
missed an important family event because of
being a volunteer firefighter. Before joining
the fire department, prospective members
are made aware that these types of situations
will and do occur. But this doesn’t deter new
members from joining.
How does the
wife and kids cope when their firefighter is
away, not knowing when he will return or if
he will return home safe and sound?
When a firefighter responds to an
emergency call, there is no pre-determined
time as to when it will conclude. Sometimes
emergencies can be handled within minutes
while others may take hours or days to get
under control. Following the fire there is
always work to be done at the fire station
in readying the apparatus to respond to the
next incident.
This can be a very stressful situation for
the family who is waiting at home. During

this time, the kids might have to attend school
or after school activities and will need to be
transported. There may be sporting events or
social activities that the kids have to attend
and need a ride to or be picked up afterwards.
This burden is now placed on mom who
herself may have duties or chores that she
must accomplish. You can plainly see that
while the firefighter is away helping someone
else, his home may be in turmoil. Sometimes
it is more difficult being a firefighter’s wife
then it is being a firefighter.
With all that said, being a firefighter
is a very rewarding profession though not
everyone is cut out for the job. Those that
become firefighters will need a supporting
family to stand behind them or more correctly
“stand with them.” Many fire departments
include the firefighter’s entire family in
social activities such as Christmas parties,
department picnics, and other activities that
bring everyone closer together. Working
together as a close knit group is the makeup for what is called the “Brotherhood of
Firefighters.” Each and every firefighter
should be supportive of each other because
at any moment your life may be in the hands
of the brother firefighter working alongside of
you. Forming this Brotherhood, or bonding,
is something that does not happen overnight.
Working together under extreme and stressful
conditions with a person who may have to
save your life, or you theirs, can strengthen
the bonding between the both of you. The time
it takes to form this bonding varies and may
take years before someone is able to grasp
and understand its true meaning. But once
this bond is formed, it will be there for life.
Remember to stay safe out there so that you
don’t become a statistic!

Expansion of “Sara’s Law”, Next of Kin
Registry Takes Effect April 1st
Registration Applications Will Now Be
Available at All MVC Offices Across NJ
New Jersey residents with a valid permit,
driver’s license, or identification card will
soon be able to include their emergency
contact information in the statewide “Nextof-Kin Registry” by mail using paper
applications provided by the Motor Vehicle
Commission’s customer service facilities
and mailings, thanks to legislation (S-3016)
sponsored by Senator Joseph F. Vitale that
was signed into law in January.
“Every minute matters in the aftermath
of a major car accident, especially to family
members and loved ones of any passenger
who is seriously injured. Being able to
reach someone could mean a chance to say
goodbye,” said Senator Vitale
(D-Middlesex). “This new law
expands access to the nextof-kin registry by allowing
residents to pick up paper
applications when conducting
their routine business at MVC
locations instead of only being
able to do so online.”
The next-of-kin program,
enacted as “Sara’s Law” in
April 2011, was created in
memory of Sara Dubinin,
a 19-year-old Sayreville
woman who tragically died
on September 25, 2007 from
injuries resulting from a car accident. It took
emergency personnel an hour and a half to
notify her parents of the accident and by the
time they arrived at the hospital, she had
already slipped into a coma. Sara Dubinin
died the next morning.
“Sara's Law is an important tool for the
police and first responders to use to notify
family members of anyone unable to speak
for themselves in a motor vehicle crash,”
said Betty Dubinin, Sara’s mother. “No one
should miss those precious moments with
their loved ones, and no one should find out
the way that we did. We should be there when
our loved ones need us the most, even if it
is to just hold their hand and let them know
they are not alone. We will never know if
the outcome would have been different if

we were there with Sara.”
Under the expanded program, any
holder of a valid permit, probationary
or basic driver’s license, or non-driver
identification card may voluntarily submit
or update the name and telephone number
of two emergency contacts to be added to
the Registry, either by Internet or using the
new paper application.
The information is accessible by law
enforcement officials for the purpose of
notifying emergency contacts when a motor
vehicle accident results in the serious bodily
injury, death, or incapacitation of a driver
or any passenger. Under current law, a law
enforcement officer investigating the accident
is required to attempt to locate emergency
contacts by accessing the
Next-of-Kin Registry and
expeditiously notify them.
“The Next-of-Kin Registry
is a valuable resource in cases
of such emergencies, but it
serves no purpose if people
don’t register,” said Senator
Vitale, citing that only 5,736
residents, as of April 2015,
have enrolled in the program
since its inception. “In an
effort to encourage enrollment
in the notification program,
paper applications will now
conveniently be available in all
MVC offices across the state, in addition to
the traditional online registration method.”
“This is a huge milestone for NJ,
promoting awareness of Sara's Law, and
making this next-of-kin registry more
accessible to residents,” added Betty Dubinin.
“I thank the legislators who recognized the
need for this registry, and the importance of
giving residents more availability to access
the registry. I am hopeful that families
take advantage of this resource to protect
their loved ones. I know that my precious
daughter Sara, for whom this law is named,
is continuing to help others.”
The law, which was also sponsored by
Assemblyman Craig Coughlin, takes effect
on Friday, April 1, 2016. (Article submitted.)

Middlesex County College honored adjunct faculty members for service anniversaries during Adjunct
Faculty Development Day in March. Here, Paul Grant (South Amboy) of the English Department
(center), receives his award for 10 years of teaching from Jeffrey Herron, dean of professional studies
(left) and Edward Ruhno, acting chair of the Council for Adjunct Faculty Development. (Photo/
Info Submitted)

Honored for Service to Others
Tara Lenahan of South Amboy High School was presented a 2016 Caring Award by the Middlesex
County Guidance Council. The Caring Award, given to one student from each high school in the
county, is for outstanding volunteer community service. It was presented at a dinner held at Middlesex
County College in April. At left is Shirlie Camp, chairperson of the Caring Award, and at right is
Jennifer Powers, co-president of the guidance council. (Photo/Info Submitted)
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In A Bad Back Mood

How Stress Affects Your Back
Too many people spend too little time
trying to jam in too much. The cause of back
pain for millions of people is stress. Stress
is difficult to define but impossible to ignore.
Stress in your life can either be positive
or negative. Things that can cause negative
stress: deadlines at work, budget worries,
traffic jams, death or illness of a loved one.
Positive stress can: be buying a new house,
new car, planning a wedding or starting a
new job. For many people stress and back
pain go hand in hand.
Stress affects your body’s most vulnerable
part. It will cause tightness in the neck, upper
back and lower back. The human spine is
designed for strength and flexibility. The
S shape of your spine is supported by the
muscles in your back, legs and abdomen.
Stress causes these muscles to tighten up
or spasm. These crucial muscles are then
weakened and must strain to support your
spine. This causes loss of flexibility and pain.
Learn to let go and relax. Try yoga,
meditation, and breathing exercises, and
stretching exercises. Learn to manage your
time, do important things first, and allow
yourself to say no. A regular program of
exercise will give you an outlet for some
of your tension. Aerobic exercises, such as
walking, bike riding, and other classes are
especially good stress busters because they
make you breathe more deeply, reducing the
tension in the body. Aerobic exercise also
releases endorphins, your body’s natural
painkiller. All of these will help your spine in
adjustment and to be pain free. Remember an
ounce of prevention is worth a pound of cure.

Fishing Flashes
By Teo “Weebles” Weber

Salt Water
Bay Surf fishing for Striped Bass has
been somewhat better. More shorts are being
caught and a few keepers too. I saw a nice
one at Cliffwood Beach about 15 pounds or
better. Boats that do clamming for Stripers
are doing well. They are catching some nice
ones. It’s a different story in the ocean. They
had a good run of short Bass in the LBI surf,
very few keepers however. Some keeper Bass
have been caught, to our south, in Great Bay.
There is also an early showing of Black Drum.
Party boats out of Belmar had some decent
fishing for Mackerel but it didn’t last. There
have been some Bluefish already caught in
some areas of south Jersey. With so many
Bunker showing up in the bay, it’s just a
matter of time before they come here. Party
boats that fish the Mud Hole have a pick of
some, Cod, Ling and Blackfish. Some of
these fish have been quite large. Flounder
fishing in Shark River isn’t that great. It’s
the same story everywhere else.
Fresh Water
Opening day of the Trout season turned
out to be quite cold. Some Trout were caught
but they were slow to bite. I couldn’t make it
out on the first day, but my wife and I ventured
out on the second day in the afternoon up
to the Pequest. I managed to catch one and
lose one. She hooked a nice size Rainbow
about 16-17 inches but lost it. We had to cut
it short as she slipped and fell into the very
cold stream. My wife and I returned to the
Pequest the following week to the same spot.
I caught one and lost a big Rainbow about 25
inches and about 5 or 6 pounds on a lure but
the line broke. My wife almost limited out
with five Rainbows. Four were big fish. Her
largest was 18 inches a 17 ½ , 17 and 16 ½.
She lost one about 16 inches that gave her a
battle with 3 acrobatic jumps. The Shad run
in the Delaware is well on its way and the
catching is good. There are also Walleyes
being caught there to.
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2016 State of South Amboy
continued from page 1

has invested $1.2 million in public safety by
replacing an outdated radio communication
system so that police, fire, OEM and first aid
can better communicate with each other and
the county. The county freeholders have sent
an emergency boat, a trailer, and equipment
for water rescues. Henry said positive change
is all over South Amboy. The old factory
on First St. has been renovated with studio
apartments. An apartment complex is being
constructed on the corner of Augusta and
Feltus Streets replacing another old building.
Henry added Ryan Homes has completed
the first phase of homes at the entrance of
Raritan Bay Waterfront Park. The mayor
said other projects are planned including
Raritan Pointe, a mixed use of commercial/
residential will be breaking ground. He said
the planning board has approved a plan by
Woodmont Properties to construct luxury
apartments opposite Venetian Healthcare.
Mayor Henry said this essentially completes
the Southern Waterfront Redevelopment Plan
which runs from Raritan Reach Rd. to the
Woodmont project and encompasses Shore
Gate, Lighthouse Bay, the YMCA, Venetian
Healthcare, and Ryan Homes. He said this
achievement is the result of hard work and
cooperation of many people and agencies.
Henry said the Manhattan Beach Club
project on the former Amboy Aggregates
site has a new builder, Matrix Development
Group of South Brunswick. This project
when completed will have a positive impact.
Mayor Henry said working to resume ferry
service has taken patience, and commitment.
He said the Middlesex County Freeholders
have approved an agreement to assume Main
St. improvements from Broadway to Radford
Ferry Rd. Henry said this puts the city in better
position to dedicate remaining TEA-21 funds

to complete the ferry terminal project. The
mayor said Potomac Hudson Environmental
has been chosen to complete remedial work
on the former Conrail and Spectraserve sites.
While this is done, officials will prepare
necessary documents on the terminal design
and parking. Henry said the ferry is coming,
but officials have to deal with strict federal
rules and regulations on expending federal
money, He said "our resolve remains the
same." The mayor announced the city
will work with the South Amboy Business
Association on a new "Shop South Amboy"
program. This initiative will motivate
spending in town and provide consumers with
property tax credits for dollars spent through
a specially designed rewards card system. The
Redevelopment Agency, City,and SABA.
have pledged financial support to get this
program running. Henry said the city is
launching a new program, "Gov.pilot" that
will make it easier to access information
such as zoning, tax, and other vital property
statistics, plus city forms, permits,and other
applications via the Web. This benefits
homeowners and investors. The mayor said
a lot of the projects he talked about require
a lot of money but noted Moody's has given
South Amboy an upgrade in its bond rating.
He said the city's net worth has grown by over
$50 million showing a positive ratable growth
which is stabilizing tax rates. Mayor Henry
said "incredibly good fiscal management" has
covered most of the increases in costs, and
said the local tax rate will increase by just 1
cent. Mayor Henry added at the close of 2015,
the city showed a surplus of $1.3 million.He
thanked the members of his administration
for making this happen and also thanked his
wife and family for their encouragement...

Sacred Heart School To Close
continued from page 1

one of the few who chose Sacred Heart. All
my best memories are playing basketball
and baseball," Hoehman recalled. Former
South Amboy resident Elaine (Rygielsky)
Guiro graduated in 1948. She recalled Sister
Rita teaching her bookkeeping and typing.
"We had a lot of fun. It was a lot different.
The atmosphere was a little quieter," Guiro
said. Sacred Heart School joins a long list
of schools that have been closed including
St. Mary Elementary School and Cardinal
McCarrick High School both in South
Amboy. Other high schools closed were
Pius X High School in Piscataway, and St.
Peter's High School in New Brunswick. Other
elementary schools closed were Our Lady of
Peace in Fords, St. Cecelia's School in Iselin,
Christ the King in Manville, Corpus Christi

School in South River, St. Joseph Catholic
School in North Plainfield, St. Mary & St.
Peter Academy in New Brunswick, and
Msgr. George Everitt Academy in PeapackGladstone. Parents have been told the diocese
will assist families in finding another school
so their children can continue to experience
a Catholic education. These schools include
St. Stan's and Our Lady of Victories, both in
Sayreville, Perth Amboy Catholic Primary
School, and Assumption Catholic School
of Perth Amboy, and St. Ambrose Catholic
School in Old Bridge. Administrators from
these schools welcome an opportunity to talk
with Sacred Heart School parents and help
them plan Catholic education opportunities
for their children.

50 Years Ago: St. Mary’s High School Fire
May 4,1966
continued from page 11

When we got close to the convent, we couldn’t
believe it! Very sad. The next 2 years at
St. Mary’s High School were very different
going half sessions with the grade school.”
Linda Hanko Rosenblad, sophomore ”I
arrived in South Amboy from South River to
find St. Mary’s on fire. I sat across the street
on the steps of that hallowed hall of pool,
usually off limits to the female of the species,
and watched the school burn. The following
years were quite interesting. The South River
group spent mornings at South River High
School (in our St. Mary’s uniforms, everyone
else in miniskirts) taking science/lab courses,
then hopping on the NJ Transit bus to South
Amboy for afternoon sessions at St. Mary’s
(held in the grammar school).”
Ralph Scully, sophomore “I can still
remember turning the corner at S. Boyes
(later Komar factory store, across the street
from the Knights of Columbus), and seeing
fire trucks! Bob O’Leary, Bob Schein, Luke
Sciallo, Don Kugelman and I worked for
Mr. Ray Hendricks as janitors, and we got
to work cleaning up the mess and moving
over to the grammar school. So, we actually
got to go in the remains of the high school
building to move a lot of equipment over to
the grammar school. I also remember the
pay: $1 per hour!”
Joe Caracappa, sophomore ”Fifty years
later, I can still smell the smoke between the

pages of my copy of “The King & I” script!”
Norine Croddick Switzer, grammar
school ”A few of us were in St. Mary’s
Grammar School and invited to be in the
play, “The King & I.” On that sad day of
the fire, I thought about the costumes too.”
Charles Hetzel, Perth Amboy St. Mary’s
”I went to Perth Saints at the time, and the
principal told the whole school (about the
fire), and led us in some prayers!”
Editor’s Note: “As for myself, I was
nearing the end of my freshman year, and
was walking to school with my friend Gene
Cross, when we saw fire engines speeding
towards the school. When we were near the
light on Main St. & Stevens Ave., someone
yelled out of the window of a passing car, ‘The
school is on fire!’ It seemed to be trendy at
that period of time for kids to say, ‘I hope the
school burns down,’ so we thought it was just
a joke, until we got there. We were shocked.
I can remember everyone standing across the
street by the church, and watching it burn.”
Wednesday, May 4,1966 was a most
memorable day in the lives of hundreds of St.
Mary's students, as well as countless others.
It altered many lives and normal schedules
as well as daily routines, and also brought a
major change to many youths who attended
the school. The St. Mary's High School Fire
of 1966 will never be forgotten!
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Obituaries

Aitken, Robert, 77, of South Amboy
died on March 20.
Altomare, Pasquale, 86, of Sayreville
died on April 18.
Bratsano, George L., 90, of Morgan died
on March 17.
Cornell, Edna A., of Sayreville died on
March 18.
Carltock, Marie Janoski, 74, formerly of
South Amboy died on March 23.
Dietrich, Danny “Gene,” 77, of South
Amboy died on April 11.
Edelman, Jerry P., 60, of South Amboy
died on March 11.
Grasso, Elsie E., 89, of Parlin died on
March 22.
Grzelak, David, 55, of South Amboy
died on March 24.
Herrington, Ronald A., 75, of Sayreville
died on March 28.
Hong, Helen F., 74, of Sayreville died
on March 30.
Kaplan, Diane, 70, of Parlin died on
March 18.
Kearns, Valerie, 63, of Sayreville died
on April 12.
Keegan, Ann, 49, formerly of Sayreville
died on April 16.
Keegan, Walter J., 67, of Sayreville died
on April 13.
Kominkiewicz, Dolores, 72, of Parlin
died on March 25.
Kosmoski, Eugene R. Sr., 76, formerly
of South Amboy died on March 30.
Kurtz, Matthew A., 34, of Sayreville
died on March 21.
Marks, Edward J., 82, of Parlin died on
March 19.
Matusiak, Charlotte, 88, formerly of
Sayreville died on March 16.
Mercadante, Tiffany L., 28, formerly of
Sayreville died on March 14.
Neilson, George C., 78, of Parlin died
on March 20.
Pennella, Patricia A., 85, formerly of
Sayreville died on March 19.
Read, Jean A., 94, formerly of South
Amboy died on April 11.
Sekman, John A. “Jas,” formerly of
Sayreville died on April 6.
Therkelsen, Elizabeth “Betty” Ann, 63,
of South Amboy died on April 2.
Tulowiecki, Maciej, 35, of South Amboy
died on March 19.
Tyska, Daniel, 66, formerly of Sayreville
died on March 9.
Vega, Lisa E., 39, of South Amboy died
on March 29.
Wasnak, Mary, 89, of Sayreville died
on April 4.
Zawacki, Stanley, 50, of South Amboy
died on March 18.

TO ST. JUDE
May the Sacred Heart of Jesus be adored and glorified,
loved and preserved throughout the world. Sacred Heart
of Jesus, pray for us. St. Jude, worker of miracles, pray for
us. St. Jude gave me hope. -B.S.

PRAYER TO ST. JUDE
(To be said when problems arise or when one seems to
be deprived of all visible help, on far cases almost despaired
of). Most holy Apostle St. Jude, faithful servant and friend of
Jesus, the church honors and invokes you universally as the
patron of hopeless cases, of things almost despaired of, pray
for me, I am so helpless and alone. Make use I implore you
of that particular privilege given to you, to bring visible and
speedy help where help is almost despaired of. Come to my
assistance in this great need that I may receive the consolation
and help of heaven in all my necessities, tribulations, and
sufferings., and that I may praise God with you and all the
elect forever. I promise O Blessed St. Jude, to be ever mindful
of this great favor, to always honor you as my special and
powerful patron, and to gratefully encourage devotion to
you. Amen. Thank You St. Jude. -E.P..
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Wisniewski Bill

Assembly Deputy Speaker John S.
Wisniewski has introduced legislation to
amend a state statute that dictates how
candidates for the presidency, U.S. Senate
and the governor’s office appear on primary
ballots in New Jersey.
“Voters in a democracy have a reasonable
expectation that the elections in which they
participate will be fair,” said Wisniewski
(D-Middlesex). “The intent of this legislation
is to keep elections competitive and ensure
that no one candidate has an unfair advantage.
By allowing all candidates – regardless of
their associations with other candidates,
or lack thereof – to participate in the ballot
drawing process, we can achieve that end.”
Under the bill, during a primary election,
starting with the highest ranking office, the
county clerk shall conduct a single drawing
to determine the placement of names on the
ballot, regardless of whether the candidate
“brackets,” or chooses to appear on the
ballot grouped together with one or more
other candidates. Thus once a candidate for
the highest office is drawn, all down-ballot
candidates eligible to bracket with him or her
would be placed on the same line.
The county clerk then would repeat the
drawing process for remaining candidates
for the next highest office until all candidates
for all offices have been placed on the ballot.
“There’s no question that a candidate
who’s listed first on a ballot – particularly
in a primary election – will be more visible
to voters,” said Wisniewski. “Ballot position
makes a difference, and our collective interest

in a fair democratic process should be the
driver for limiting disparities that are directly
tied to that factor.”
Under the bill, candidates who wish to
be bracketed together may request that their
names be placed on the same line of the voting
machine with the candidate for the highest
office by notifying the county clerk within
two days after the petition filing deadline.
The county clerk then would notify the
campaign manager for the candidate for the
highest office among candidates who wish
to be bracketed together, and after securing
the campaign manager’s permission, place
the requesting candidate on the same line as
the candidate for the highest office.
Furthermore, under the bill, whenever a
primary election ballot includes nominations
for a candidate for president, U.S. senator or
governor, the candidates must appear in the
following order on the ballot: first, choice for
president; second, choice for U.S. Senator;
and third, choice for governor.

International Day at St. Stan’s

St. Stan’s third grade students Emilia Colella and Anthony Pasquale share the cultures of Poland.

South Amboy
Knights Anniversary
Mass

South Amboy Knights of Columbus
#426 observe their 117th Aniversary Mass
Sat. May 21 at 4 PM at St. Mary Church.
Mass is in memory of deceased members.
Social gathering after Mass at Columbian
Club 308 Fourth St. South Amboy. For info
call 732-721-2025.

NY Mets Nicknames Trivia
1 The Kid
2 Nails
3 Captain America
4 The Real Deal
5 Mex
6 Rocky
7 The Franchise
8 Big Mac
9 Ho Jo
10 The Glidert

By Tom Burkard

A Tom Seaver
B Kevin McReynolds
C Ed Charles
D Gary Carter
E Matt Harvey
F Keith Hernandez
G Howard Johnson
H Lenny Dykstra
I Ron Swoboda
J David Wright

Third grade students Braydon Huff and Catherine Williams share the cultures of France.
St. Stan's third grade students experienced different cultures during their International Day
celebration. {Photo Submitted)

Answers: 1d 2h 3j 4e 5f 6i 7a 8b 9g 10c.
Honored for Service to Others
Abryanna Hernandez of Sayreville War Memorial was presented a 2016 Caring Award by the
Middlesex County Guidance Council. The Caring Award, given to one student from each high school
in the county, is for outstanding volunteer community service. It was presented at a dinner held at
Middlesex County College in April. At left is Shirlie Camp, chairperson of the Caring Award, and at
right is Jennifer Powers, co-president of the guidance council. (Photo/Info Submitted)
Photo by Rich Kowalski

Dance Ensemble April 30 & May 1, 2016
The Middlesex County College Dance
Ensemble will present its 15th annual
spring dance concert entitled Story Book on
Saturday, April 30 at 7 p.m. and Sunday, May
1 at 2 p.m. Both performances will be held in
the Performing Arts Center on the College’s
Edison Campus and are free with a suggested
donation of $5 per person.
“The MCC Dance Ensemble is partaking
in the Liberal Arts Festival’s theme of
narratives and storytelling, told through
modern dance and other genres,” said Aimee
Mitacchione, artistic director of the MCC
Dance Ensemble and professor of dance at
the College.
Along with professional choreographer
Lees Hummel are several MCC student and
alumni choreographers and guest artists
including Laura Buongiovanni, Tabitha
Edwards, Shannon Garahn, Anna-Nicole

Gracia, Rodney Green Jr., Amanda Guerra,
Corinne Hughes, Sarah Hussain, Nella
Iaccarino, Michael Korner, Kelli Kranick,
Melissa Langholff, Katelyn McGillivary,
Nikola Palivoda, Andrew Santiago and
Teddi Vargas.
“The performers range from advanced
dancers to absolute beginners,” Professor
Mitacchione said. “The MCC Dance Program
prides itself on offering students a chance
to dance who may not have otherwise been
given the opportunity. We strive to provide
a professional concert that will be thoughtprovoking and inspirational.”
To follow the MCC Dance Ensemble
via social media, go to the Facebook
page, “Middlesex County College Dance
Department,” and click Like. For more
information email Professor Mitacchione
atAmitacchione@middlesexcc.edu.

Middlesex County College honored adjunct faculty members for service anniversaries during Adjunct
Faculty Development Day in March. Here, Runae Edwards-Wilson (Sayreville) of the History and
Social Sciences Department, receives her award for 10 years of teaching from Jeffrey Herron, dean
of professional studies (left) and Edward Ruhno, acting chair of the Council for Adjunct Faculty
Development. (Photo/Info Submitted)
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