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End Of An Era: Peterpank Diner Closes
By Tom Burkard

One of the area’s most popular restaurants
in history, the Peterpank Diner has closed its
doors for the final time on Dec. 30th, after
serving locals for 58 years. The diner, located
on Route 9 North in Sayreville, opened for
business back on December 17, 1957, and
was initially known as Margaret’s Midway
Diner, later to become Peterpank Diner, and

something interesting happening. They have
had TV stars, rock stars, “The Dennis & Judy
Radio Show” featuring Dennis Malloy and
Judy Franco live at the diner and broadcast
on New Jersey 101.5 FM, Governor Chris
Christie on several occasions, including 2013,
when he paid a visit on Election Day. Another
excellent added attraction for a few years,
was the “Just Us Cruisers”
weekly car show in the
summertime with DJ Richie,
from which profits went
to help Sayreville’s Brain
Injured Children. Who could
forget The Pank’s “Second
Chance Drawing” held each
month with losing lottery
tickets, or the fun night out
for “Lottery Scratch Off”
parties.
Probably one of the
most important roles the
diner played was during
the devastating Hurricane
Sandy in 2012. The Pank
came through with flying
colors, and was fortunate to
regain power at 4 a.m. the
next morning after Sandy
hit. Thousands of local
residents had no power,
and most of their food was
spoiled, and the outlook was
bleak, but The Pank was the
only food establishment
open for business, and it
was truly a blessing for so
many in need at that time.
Pank manager Mary Sohor
said, “By 5 a.m. we were
The Panko family poses near the front of their business, the open and extremely busy.
Peterpank Diner, which closed its doors for the final time on Dec.
We were very happy to serve
30, 2015. (Photo by Brian Stratton)
the public when they were in
through the years affectionately known as need. Peterpank was a place to congregate
simply “The Pank.”
and share. This was their safe haven. After
The diner was hit by an electrical fire the storm, it was something normal for them,
in September 1978, and was closed for when everything else was upside down. It’s
remodeling until July 1979. In addition to normal for them to be here. People met and
some of the finest food on the planet earth, and helped each other out. Right from here, we
Continued on page 7
a great staff, The Pank always seemed to have

O’Leary Beats South Amboy
By Tom Burkard

Sayreville standout basketball player Ryan O’Leary is pictured in action against South Amboy at the
Friends of South Amboy Basketball Tournament on Dec. 19th. (Photos by Brian Stratton)

Sayreville junior Ryan O’Leary capped
an outstanding performance by firing in a
one-handed fade-away shot from 6-feet out
as two South Amboy players converged on
him score, to score the game-winning basket
with 0:04 left, as the Bombers copped a
thrilling 59-57 victory over South Amboy,
in the annual Friends of South Amboy
Basketball Tournament on Dec. 19th at South
Amboy HS.
Coach John Wojcik’s Sayreville
contingent raced to a 21-12 first quarter
lead, with O’Leary pouring in 9 points, and it
looked like they would easily breeze to a win
over the underdog South Amboy Governors.
However, South Amboy, under Coach John
Zammit refused to give up, and battled back

throughout, while even taking the lead briefly,
late in the fourth quarter. O’Leary’s clutch,
game-winning bucket capped a brilliant
performance against his old teammates, and
gave him game scoring honors with 32 points,
including four 3-pointers. O’Leary, who
transferred to Sayreville War Memorial HS
from South Amboy HS, was the Governors’
top scorer last season as a sophomore, and
has been a major plus-factor for the Bombers,
who are off to a (10-1) start.
A huge crowd was in attendance for
the tournament, which was a benefit to raise
funds for former South Amboy Fire Chief
Kenneth Walczak, who has been a volunteer
fireman for over 35 years, and is battling a
severe illness.

Pictured prior to the start of the Friends of South Amboy Benefit Basketball game between The South
Amboy Governors and the Sayreville Bombers are (l-r) South Amboy Varsity Coach John Zammit,
Ken Walczak, WCTC Radio Personality Bert Baron, and Sayreville Varsity Coach John Wojick. See
more photos on page 19. (Photo by Brian Stratton)

Mayor Fred Henry swears in South Amboy Fire Chief John Kelly as his mother Veronica Kelly and
his daughter Leigha hold the Bible. (Photo by Sean Russer)

Kelly Sworn In As New Chief

John Kelly was sworn in on New Year’s
Day as South Amboy’s new fire chief for
2016. Kelly has been a firefighter for close to
20 years, and is looking forward to serving the
community in his new role. He is a member

NEXT ISSUE: Feb 27

of Enterprise Snorkel Hook & Ladder Fire
Co. Also sworn in 1st Assistant Chief Steven
Szatkowski, and 2nd Assistant Chief Michael
Toth. Congratulations and best of luck!

Winter Special

DEADLINES: Feb 15

FOR ADS CALL: 732-727-0398 OR 732-841-5249

Sayreville Mayor Kennedy O’Brien being sworn in for his 5th term , as his wife Janice holds the
family Bible, while Monsignor William McCarthy offers a blessing. Borough Clerk Theresa Farbaniec
administers the oath. (Photo/info submitted)
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Talk Of The Towns
By Tom Burkard

Read Was On TV
On December 18th, Shirley Zakrzewski
Read of Sayreville was in the audience and
shown on TV at the popular ABC-TV show,
“The Chew.” Way to go, Shirley!
In Memoriam
Robert “Bob” Keating, 83, formerly of
South Amboy died on Oct. 28. He served
on the U.S.S. WASP with the U.S. Navy
during the Korean War. Bob worked for
DuPont in Parlin for many years, and was
active in establishing the Morgan Athletic
Association. Eugene “Hack” Szeszko, 84,
formerly of South Amboy died on Dec. 23.
A former South Amboy Councilman and
also Past Captain of the South Amboy First
Aid, he was respected by all. Margaret
Corrigan, 82, of Parlin died on Dec. 29. She
was a Eucharistic Minister at Sacred Heart
Church, and a member of many local groups
and organizations. Alfred D’Agostino, 69,
of South Amboy died on Dec. 30. He was
a U.S. Navy veteran, serving during the
Vietnam War in submarines and on the USS
Triton. Al was also a Little League baseball
coach. Constance “Connie” Bueno, 84, of
Sayreville died on Dec. 31. She worked for

20 years in medical billing and reception
for Dr. S. Grover of South Amboy, until her
death. Richard “Butch” Holsworth, 76, of
South Amboy died on Dec. 31. He worked
as a heavy equipment operator with the
Borough of Sayreville, where he worked
for 32 years. Butch served as shop steward,
president, and vice-president of AFSCME
Local 3527. James Carey, 92, of South
Amboy died on Jan. 4. He proudly served
his country in the U.S. Army during World
War II, and was well-liked, and highlyrespected by everyone. David Ritter, 80, of
Morgan died on Jan. 6. He was a U.S. Army
Paratrooper with the 82nd Airborne during
the Korean War. In addition, he was a charter
member of the Morgan First Aid Squad, and
active in many local organizations. Nancy
Tomaszewski, 71, of Sayreville died on Jan.
12. She and her late husband were owners
of Sayreville Auto Body. Paul Karbowski
Jr., 66, of Sayreville died on Jan. 13. He was
the owner/operator of Crash Landing Auto
Body/C & L in Sayreville for many years.
May they always be remembered and
never forgotten.

Pleasant Little Trivia
By Tom Burkard

1. Where was the movie “Purple Rose of Cairo” filmed in South Amboy?
a. The Starlite Diner b. The Raritan Diner c. The Knights of Columbus
2. What year was “Purple Rose of Cairo” filmed in South Amboy?
a. 1977 b. 1984 c. 1995
3. Commander of American Legion Luke A. Lovely Post 62 in 1981?
a. Bob “Zak” Sekerak b. William Marshall c. Gary Poland
4. What year was Jo-Tom’s Sub Shop in South Amboy gutted by a huge fire?
a. 1975 b. 1980 c. 1982
5. Retired in 1986 as South Amboy’s City Clerk?
a. Natalie Brennan b. John Triggs c. Claire Reilly
6. In 1976, where was The Sand Box located in Sayreville?
a. Rt. 35 South b. Main St. c. Rt. 9 North
7. In ‘79, this Sayreville business was NOT located on Jernee Mill Rd.?
a. Sayreville Iron Works, Inc. b. Superior Air Products, Co. c. Saytech, Inc.
8. President of American Legion Lenape Post #211, Auxiliary, Sayreville in 1982?
a. Marge Mackowski b. Shirley Grabowski c. Katherine Smith
9. In ‘73 this Sayreville bar was NOT located on Jernee Mill Rd.?
a. Dusko’s Tavern b. The Other Half c. The Jernee Mill Inn
10. Borough of Sayreville Welfare Director in ‘76?
a. John Simkovich b. Edward Fielek c. Michael Travinski
11. In 1980, where was New Jersey Steel Corporation located in Sayreville?
a. Washington Rd. b.Bordentown Ave. c. Main Street
12. South Amboy Fire Chief in 1975?
a. Walter Kozak b. Butch Mulvey c. Edward Szatkowski

Answers: 1b 2b 3b 4c 5a 6a 7c 8b 9a 10b 11c 12a.
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In The "Spirits" Of The Season

Several weeks ago a unique contest ended that was held at the South Stevens Pub in
South Amboy. For eight weeks every Tuesday, two new faces would be bartending during
the nightly shift. At the conclusion of the contest the winning team, those who brought in
the most customers/receipts, would receive a monetary prize. Tony Gonsalves and Jason
Leehr took to the taps on December 15. Both men decided to give all of their tips and
donations to one of the town's food banks. Gonsalves suggested the St. Mary Food Pantry
of which he is a staff member.
The response was overwhelming. Beginning at 4:30 and working until 9:30 the Pub
was packed. Gonsalves and Leehr had little time to socialize because of the size of the
crowd. However, by night’s end both wanting relief, they realized that their work, and
their South Amboy friends would be making a generous contribution to the food pantry.
When all was said and done, and with donations still coming in, they were able to present
a check for $2,037.00 to the president of the Food Pantry, Rocky Kusic. This donation
was topped off by the owner Matt Van Leeuwen who presented a check to Gonsalves and
Leehr for winning the Guest Bartender contest.
South Stevens Pub along with Gonsalves and Leehr would like to thank all those near
and far who contributed to make their evening a big success. Pictured (l-r) Tony Gonsalves,
Matt Van Leeuwen, Rocky Kusic and Jason Leehr.

Tony Gonsalves (l) and Jason Leehr (r) present a check for $2,037 to Rocky Kusic President of the St.
Mary Food Pantry, as Matt Van Leeuwen (2nd from left), owner of the South Stevens Pub in South
Amboy looks on approvingly. Gonsalves and Leehr won a bartending contest, and donated all of
their tips and donations to the Food Pantry. (Photo by Brian Stratton)
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Business Of The Month
Frank’s Automotive Service

Frank Guiamano, owner of the popular Frank’s Automotive Service, located on Oak St., in the
Melrose section of Sayreville next to Strouse Electric and across from Melrose Park, is hard at
work, as he gets a customer’s vehicle back into perfect running condition. (Photo by Tom Burkard)

Frank Guiamano has always been
interested in working on mechanical
things, which ultimately blossomed into
his automotive career. He is an ASE
Certified Mechanic, and his work skills
entail everything except tire work or wheel
alignments.
Frank’sAutomotive Service specializes
in brakes, diagnostics, tune-ups, water
pumps, clutches, all based in a general
automotive repair area. He said that, “We
can handle almost all repairs on most makes
and models.” The business, which is one

Waranowicz New
Chief In Sayreville

of the most highly-regarded auto repair
facilities around, offers a convenient waiting
room, and ample parking for customers.
Anyone that comes to Frank’s Automotive
Service for auto repairs should feel confident
enough to speak to Frank, who is a master
mechanic, about their vehicle.
Frank’s Automotive Service is located
at 7072 State Highway 35 (You must enter
from Oak St.) next to Strouse Electric and
across from Melrose Park. Stop by or call
732-721-8844 for more information, or to
make an appointment.

Raritan River
Drawbridge To Be
Replaced

Vincent J. Waranowicz was sworn in on
New Year’s Day, as chief of the Sayreville
By Steve Schmid
Fire Dept. Also sworn in was 1st Assistant
Sayreville and South Amboy railroad
Chief George Gawron, and 2nd Assistant
commuters have been frustrated for many
Chief Steven Kanca. Congratulations and
years about problems with the Raritan River
good luck!
drawbridge connecting Sayreville with Perth
Amboy. NJ Transit has announced plans to
replace the 107 year old swing bridge which
was heavily damaged by Hurricane Sandy in
The Marimba Masters Jr. is 7 young 2012. The drawbridge was closed for three
performers who represent the very best of weeks after the storm. NJ Transit riders
high school marimba players in the Unites suffer delays when the bridge is stuck in the
States. Under the tutelage of their teacher "open" position.NJ Transit has designated
and mentor Greg Giannascoli, professor of $446 million of Sandy relief money from the
music in the Juilliard Pre-College Program, Federal Transit Administration. Ten thousand
their concert will include such pop-music riders use the North Jersey Coast Line which
pieces as the William Tell Overture, Eine runs through Sayreville and South Amboy.
Kleine Nachtmusik, a John Williams Movie
Medley, and Stars and Stripes Forever. Come
one and all, young and not-so-young, to
support these marvelous young musicians
The Sayreville Emergency Squad
and experience a concert like you never have
installed
the following officers on New
before! Sunday, January 24th 2015 – 4PM,
Year’s
Day:
President-Dexter Thomas, Vice
at Saint Mary Church, 256 Augusta Street,
President-Marcin
Ciesla, Captain-Stanley
South Amboy NJ, 08879! Free admission
($15 donation suggested). A special reception Pilch, Assistant Captain-Berkant, Rescue
Lieutenant-Mohamed Saadeldin, EMS
will follow the concert.
Lieutenant-Peter Salas.

Music At Saint Mary’s
Jan. 24

Emergency Squad
Installs Officers

Valentine’s Rose Sale

Independence Engine & Hose Co. #1
will be holding a Rose Sale on Feb. 13 & 14
from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. at the Independence
Firehouse, 127-129 North Broadway. The
following prices are cash only sales: 1-dozen
red roses-$20; 1-dozen color roses-$15; 2
dozen color roses-$25.

A PRAYER FOR HEALING
Lord, you invited all who are burdened to come to
You. Allow your healing hand to heal me. Touch my soul
with Your compassion for others. Touch my heart with
Your courage and infinite love for all. Touch my mind with
Your wisdom, that my mouth may always proclaim Your
praise. Teach me to reach out to You in my need. Help me
to lead others to You by my example. Most loving heart
of Jesus, bring me health in my body and spirit so that
I may serve You with all my strength. Touch gently with
this life that you have created. Amen -T.B..

Councilman Art Rittenhouse (3rd from left), Mayor Kennedy O’Brien, (c), and newly elected
councilman Pat Lembo (4th from left) with members of the American Legion Lenape Post after the
presentation of the colors. (Photo/info by Joe Lotkowictz)
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Trip to See Rumors

The OLV Senior Group is sponsoring
a trip to Hunterdon Hills Playhouse to see
the Neil Simon play, Rumors, on Thursday,
May 26, 2016. The cost of the trip is $90.00
which includes the play, luncheon, bus
transportation, and bus driver gratuity, and
snacks on the return trip. The bus will leave
from the OLV lower parking lot at 9:15 AM
and return approximately 5 PM. For further
information or to reserve a space please
contact Teri at 732-727-7639.
A PRAYER FOR HEALING
Lord, you invited all who are burdened to come to
You. Allow your healing hand to heal me. Touch my soul
with Your compassion for others. Touch my heart with
Your courage and infinite love for all. Touch my mind with
Your wisdom, that my mouth may always proclaim Your
praise. Teach me to reach out to You in my need. Help me
to lead others to You by my example. Most loving heart
of Jesus, bring me health in my body and spirit so that
I may serve You with all my strength. Touch gently with
this life that you have created. Amen -S.R..

Yearbook - Sayreville 1986
By Tom Burkard

Huey Lewis & The News were topping
the music charts with “The Power of Love”
as the Sayreville seniors returned for their
last year Rita Whitney was principal, and
some of her fine faculty included: Joan
Bodnar, Patricia Coleman, Anita Ecker,
Dolores Grudziecka, Vija Hazners, Karen
Joseph,Max Klitzke, Patrick Marotta, Janet
Phillip, Ted Solomon.
Sayreville WMHS was filled with
activities and clubs such as Chorus & Jazz
Band, Varsity Clubs, Improv Troupe, DECA,
Math Club, ACT, NHS, Mythology Club,
Images magazine, Echo Lites newspaper,
which was edited by Margaret Bauer.The ’85
Fall Drama was “Stage Door,” and
the Spring Musical was “Fiddler On The
Roof.” Sue Stevens was the Homecoming
Queen for 1985. The Student Council
consisted of Pres.-Sue Beers, VP-Gary
Sabine, Sec.-Amy Gallagher, Treas.-Patty
Hueng. The Senior Class officers were Pres.Sue Howardson, VP-Michelle D’Alessio,
Treas.-KimStrouse. Drum Majors were Ann
Marie Ferraro and Lisa Cupo. Sue Howardson
was the Twirling Captain, and Amy Gallagher
the co-captain. Some of the ‘86’ers selected
randomly are: Fran Antonucci, Michael
Anthony, Lori Bal, Cami Baranowski, Sue
Bartkowicz, Debbie Bialoblocki, Susan
Boehm, Ray Braine, Doreen Brown, Theresa
Coffin, William Corrigan, Kelly Coyle,
Sharon Downes, Melissa Eberle, Anita Fox,
Joseph Gondek, Tom Hoover, Neil Jacobs,
Carolyn Kiernan, Michelle Kane, Joan

Knast, Amy Kulesa, Paul Laikowski, Lisa
Lakomski, Mike Lynch, Kathleen Lovely,
William Lytkowski, Steve Maldony, Debbie
McKeon, Elisa McDonough, Alan Michalik,
Joe Minnick, Patricia Nanco, Karen Nebus,
Kelly Newsome, Noel Pascucci, Hitesh
Patel, Tammy Pavlik, Cara Peterson, Ilana
Rapp, Michael Reilly, Dianne Przybylko,
Christine Poll, Shannon Scully, Meeta Shah,
Gail Travisano, Marcy Treat, Joe Vitale,
Kelli Vroom, William Wolf, Melanie Yanas,
Tiffany Zalewski, Carol Zamorski.
Major world events in ’86 were: The
Challenger exploding in space, killing Christa
McAuliffe; Chicago Bears winning the Super
Bowl; Van Halen broke up; Actors Rock
Hudson and Yul Brynner died.
Senior athletes selected randomly
were: Dan Armetta, Mike Bouchard, Joann
Chudkowski, John Clayton, Chris Cook, Patti
Cumber, James Curotto, Christa DeLucia,
Bryan Dzergoski, Anthony Evanego, Chuck
Frobosilo , Christopher Garbowski, Kelly
Griffith, Dan Kilcomons, Darren Lange,
David Leitner, Edward Maciorowski,
Shelly Mayernick, John Metz, Thomas
Murtha, Christopher Tate, O’Connor, Chris
O’Connor, Craig O’Connor, Scott Porpora,
Thomas Viola, Elizabeth Wishnak, Gregory
Zrebiec, Ray Zimmerman, Ron Zimmerman,
Laurie Wedekind, James Van Wagenen.
Sayreville War Memorial HS was a class
with some very promising young adults ready
to conquer the world.

The OLV Seniors will hold their
February meeting on Friday, February 5,
2016 at 1:00PM in Monsignor Hall. After
our business meeting, OLV Senior members
will celebrate Chinese New Year. Various
Chinese dishes will be served along with
soft drinks, and dessert. Chinese activities
will follow. Cost of the event is $5.00, Mary
Bouchard is compiling a list of members who
will be attending the luncheon. If you have

not signed up and wish to attend, please call
Mary at 732-727-5056 by Monday, February
1, 2016. No orders will be taken after that
date. Please bring a non-perishable food item
for St. Vincent de Paul pantry. Final payment
is due on Rock and Roll USA and Samson.
Deposits are due on all other trips. For further
information, please contact Teri Yetsko, OLV
Senior President at 732-727-7639.

Senior Meeting
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The Sacred Heart Youth Band and Choir, under the guidance of Roger and Marlene Johnson, visited
Venetian Care & Rehabilitation Center in South Amboy, and gave a wonderful holiday performance
for residents and staff on Dec. 13th. (Photo/info courtesy of Kevin Solomon)

Pasta Night
Fundraiser Jan 29th

South Amboy Knights of Columbus
Council 426 host a spaghetti fundraiser Friday
January 29 from 6 to 9 PM at 308 Fourth St.
South Amboy. Proceeds benefit Knights of
Columbus member Anthony Aflyie, his wife,
and six children, who were left homeless
after a house fire. Menu includes spaghetti,
or baked ziti, meatballs, or sausage. (1) beer,
wine, or soda. Cost is $10 adults, $7 per child,
children under 5 years old free. After the meal,
enjoy free entertainment from Open Mike
singers and musicians. For more information
call 732-721-2025.

Trip to New
Hampshire

The OLV Senior Group is sponsoring a
trip to Indian Head Resort in New Hampshire
from
July 18 -21, 2016. The cost of the trip is
$620.00 which includes: bus transportation,
lodging, 3 breakfasts, 3 dinners with
entertainment, a welcome wine and cheese
reception, cog railroad ride to Mt. Washington
and lunch and a boat cruise and lunch, plus
much more. For further information or to
reserve a space please contact Carmen at
732-254-9425.

Daddy-Daughter Date Night-Feb. 19
The South Amboy-Sayreville Rotary
Club will sponsor its 11th annual DaddyDaughter Date Night on Feb. 19 from 7-10
p.m. at the Veterans of Foreign Wars Post No.
4699, Jernee Mill Rd., Sayreville. Proceeds
from the event will be donated to community
activities and humanitarian projects. Dads,

uncles, granddads and stepdads may escort
their little girl to dinner and dancing. There
will be a child-friendly buffet, raffles and gifts.
Seating is limited, and early reservations
are recommended. To reserve or for more
info, call Greg at 732-721-0040 or email:
greg@customfinancial.org
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Peterpank

continued from page 1

were a communications center. Everyone
shared information with each other.” Waitress
Pat Kearns said, “There were waiting lines
around the building, and we ran out of food.
We helped our neighbors in their time of need,
when there was no food. I’ve never seen it
that crazy in my life.”
Owner Alex Panko reflected on his
years at The Pank, saying, “I loved my job.”
Countless people love Alex and his family
too, as can be attested by the huge crowd that
packed the diner on the final day, as they all
came out to thank the Panko family and wish
them luck. Many diner patrons were quite
emotional and in tears, as they said goodbye,
telling the owners and staff how much they
would miss them and of course “The Pank.”
When the news initially broke that the
diner was closing, Alex wrote a beautiful
letter straight from his heart on Facebook,
notifying the public with the sad news.

(See the letter on page 28). In 48 hours, the his dad’s lap, taking cash at the register from
message received over 2,700 shares! Alex the customers.”
said that he also received
Joseph has worked
countless notes from
at the diner for 18 years
people he hadn’t seen in
and said that, “The diner’s
years, with words of praise
been a huge part of my
and thanks to him and his
life. This place is all I
family for touching their
know. Most of my friends
lives or helping them in a
are from meeting them
positive way through the
through the diner. We
years. His son Joseph said
always kept the Jersey
that, “It shows the love
diner feel, so you could
and recognition, and what
get whatever you want,
this place really meant to
whenever you want.”
people. My dad deserves
Sue Kartis, has been
it. He gave his whole
working at The Pank for 28
world to this place. If you
years, and is very sad over
saw the word bittersweet
the closing. “I will miss
in the dictionary, this is
the Panko family. We’re
the feeling. Dad knows
all family. I’ll also miss
everyone who walks in
my customers. They’ve
the door, and they know
been faithful and would
him. He started working Alex locks the doors for the last time.
come back all the time.”
here at about 6 years old, on
After locking the doors

for the final time, and the last patrons bid
farewell, Alex shared a few of his thoughts
about the final day, saying “It was very
touching. I was born and bred in Woodbridge,
but my heart is in Sayreville, South Amboy
and Old Bridge. When they say feel the
love, I truly felt the love. I was just a little
cook in a little diner, and never expected or
realized that I touched so many people. It’s
a great feeling.”
Fifty-eight years! Wow! What an
amazing run for a very, very “special”
establishment, The Peterpank Diner.
Congratulations and a huge thank you to
Alice, Alex, Patty, family and staff for all
you’ve done through the years! Your service
to the local communities and beyond has been
so wonderful and appreciated by so many.
May God bless all of you in your future
endeavors! You will always be missed, but
never forgotten for your kindness, and making
Peterpank Diner a place where people always
felt like they were part of your family!
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Walking, Talking Time Capsules
By Elaine Holton Scott

Television commercials are more than
an extremely annoying part of watching
TV. They’re also a modern version of time
capsules, reflecting American lifestyles
throughout the decades. For example, the
Baby Boomer Generation is now either in
retirement age or edging closer to it, joining
all of the older senior citizens on the Social
Security “payroll.” Targeting these viewers
of “advanced age,” television commercials
are filled with ads for stair lifts, canes, reverse
mortgages, medical alerts, burial insurance,
prescription pills, in-home care, and Medicare
supplemental insurance. As Generation X
kisses their youth goodbye, commercials
for retirement saving accounts are abundant,
scaring people who just might never reach the
ever-extending full retirement age to collect
it, anyway. Mainly focusing on the young,
hi-tech minded Millenials, commercials
abound for IPhones, Smart Phones, Tablets,
Notebooks, and anything else that’s new
in electronics. Just as telephone booths
have disappeared, so, too, have telephone
commercials proclaiming, “It’s the next
best thing to being there,” and “Reach out
and touch someone.” With texting and
email, there’s really no need to telephone
anyone at all, leaving the phone free for
all the countless automated telemarketing
calls. Ah, but when anyone really wants
to “be there,” commercials are prolific for
getting cheaper plane fares, hotel rooms,
and vacation getaways, in essence, saving
some money while spending a lot of it. It’s
easy to conclude that our current decade
promotes staying fit; staying solvent; and
staying connected…a huge change from the
commercials of the 1950’s.
Six decades ago was a time when
cholesterol wasn’t a thought in anyone’s

Winter Paper Sale at
Dowdell Library

The Dowdell Library of South Amboy
will be holding a Winter Paper Sale now
through February. The Library will be
offering paperback books - five for $1; adult
hardcover books $1 each; magazines $2 per
year, and children's books for only 25 cents
each. A coordinated special sale of DVDs
are available for only $1 each, as well as
printers for $10, and much more! While
you’re at the library, pick up an entry form
for Dowdell Library’s 102nd Anniversary
Cooking Competition " Festive Appetizers.”
The contest will be held on Monday, March
14 and a soft drink “cocktail” party will be
held from 6:30 – 8 pm.
The library is located off John T O'Leary
Blvd (adjacent to High/Middle School) in
South Amboy. Hours are Mon-Tues-Thurs.
10 am - 8 pm, Wed andFri 10 am – 5 pm and
Sat 12-4 pm.
For additional information contact the
Library at 732-721-6060 orcomments@
dowdell.org. The library web site is www.
dowdell.org.

head; food was cooked with a ton of salt;
sugary foods were in demand; and the allAmerican supper consisted of meat and
potatoes smothered in gravy. Since the life
expectancy of a male, the major breadwinner
of the family, was quite a bit shorter than
it is now, there were no commercials for
retirement accounts. Instead, commercials
were mainly for the “basics”: cigarettes,
beer, and automobiles, and there were lots
of them. In those early years of television,
every child was as familiar with the Jolly
Green Giant, Mr. Clean, the Kellogg’s Kids,
Tony the Tiger, Borden’s Elsie the Cow,
Piels’ Bert and Harry, Conchita Banana,
Bernadette, the little Castro Convertible
girl, and Smokey the Bear as they were with
their favorite television stars, like Hopalong
Cassidy, Roy Rogers and Dale Evans, Lucy
and Ricky Ricardo, and Superman.
Those old commercials of 60 years
ago show a much more innocent and moral
American lifestyle. Like walking, talking
time capsules, they can be found anytime…
right on the internet.
I WISH YOUALLAVERY PEACEFUL,
SAFE, AND HAPPY 2016!!
***Lately, here in Georgia, there has
been a commercial selling “survival rations.”
What next…Bomb Shelters?? Well, with
the illegal immigrants streaming across our
southern borders; Islamic terrorists sneaking
into our country; thousands and thousands of
poorly vetted Syrian immigrants on their way
here; North Korea getting nuclear weapons;
Iran probably using the 150 billion dollars the
U.S. has given them to get their own nukes;
Isis chopping off heads and burning people
alive… it’s only a matter of time. History
somehow likes to repeat itself.

Free Family Movie
Matinee January 31

South Amboy Knights of Columbus
Council 426 hold a free family movie
matinee "War Room," from the producers of
"Fireproof" and "Courageous." Doors open
2 PM Sunday January 31 at 308 Fourth St.
South Amboy. The film begins at 2:30 PM.
A spaghetti dinner will be available after
the movie. Cost is $5 adults, $2 per child.
For more information call Les or Carol at
732-721-0812.

PRAYER TO ST. JUDE
(To be said when problems arise or when one seems to
be deprived of all visible help, on far cases almost despaired
of). Most holy Apostle St. Jude, faithful servant and friend of
Jesus, the church honors and invokes you universally as the
patron of hopeless cases, of things almost despaired of, pray
for me, I am so helpless and alone. Make use I implore you
of that particular privilege given to you, to bring visible and
speedy help where help is almost despaired of. Come to my
assistance in this great need that I may receive the consolation
and help of heaven in all my necessities, tribulations, and
sufferings., and that I may praise God with you and all the
elect forever. I promise O Blessed St. Jude, to be ever mindful
of this great favor, to always honor you as my special and
powerful patron, and to gratefully encourage devotion to
you. Amen. Thank You St. Jude. -E.P..

Remember When?

There was an old city hall, and how about Marathon buses?

Don’t Miss Super Bowl Sunday - February 7
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American Legion Post #211 Honor Guard of Sayreville is pictured by the majestic Christmas tree
with some veterans at the Venetian Care & Rehabilitation Center in South Amboy. The American
Legion presented a program explaining what the Vietnam Wall Memorial in Washington, D.C..
means and also what the 13-fold ceremony of the American flag represents to our country. All the
veterans in attendance enjoyed the special program, and received American flags and pins for their
hats. (Photo/story by Joe Lotkowictz)

Finger Lakes Wine
Safari Trip

The OLV Senior Group is sponsoring
a trip to the Finger Lakes Wine area on
October 11 – 13, 2016. The price of the trips is
$420.00. The price includes: 2 nights lodging,
2 breakfasts, 2 dinners, wine tasting at 9
wineries, souvenir gift, bus transportation,
and taxes and gratuities. The bus will leave
from the lower parking lot of OLV, To reserve
a seat or any questions, please contact Teri
at (732)727-7639.

Trip to “Cabaret by
the Sea”

The OLV Seniors are sponsoring a trip
to see “Cabaret by the Sea” featuring Vincent
Talarico at Crystal Point Yacht Club on
Tuesday, August 16, 2016. The price of $110
includes the show, 3 course lunch with dessert,
soda, tea and coffee, bus transportation, bus
driver gratuity, and snacks on the return
trip. To make a reservation or for further
information, contact Finita at (732) 721-5081.

Sacred Heart School's 5th and 7th grades were caught spreading some Christmas cheer. Students
visited the Venetian Assisted Living building in South Amboy and spent time singing Christmas
carols under the direction of Chris Deibert. (Photos Submitted)

Seated, from left: Mark McCormick, vice president for academic and student affairs, and Joann La
Perla-Morales, president at Middlesex County College; David E. Schroeder, president, and Wayne R.
Dyer, vice president of strategic alliances, at Pillar College. Standing: Marla Brinson, dean of student
affairs and Patrick Madama, vice president for institutional advancement at Middlesex.

MCC Signs Reverse Transfer Agreement
Representatives of Middlesex County
College and Pillar College recently signed a
reverse transfer agreement. This pact allows
students attending Pillar College to receive
a Middlesex degree for courses they have
taken at MCC and Pillar.
“It is really designed for students who
started at Middlesex and transferred to
Pillar just shy of an Associate Degree,” said
Mark McCormick, MCC’s vice president
for academic and student affairs. “What we
find is students may transfer early, intending
to earn a Bachelor’s Degree, but then an
unforeseen circumstance prevents them from
finishing. This agreement means they could
take the credits they have earned from both
institutions and apply them to an Associate
Degree from MCC. We encourage all our
students to graduate before transferring, but

we recognize this doesn’t always happen.”
The agreement with Pillar is the first
reverse transfer agreement Middlesex has
signed. Middlesex has numerous transfer
articulation agreements with colleges and
universities all over the nation. In these,
students earn an Associate Degree at MCC,
then apply their credits earned to the fouryear school where they transfer in as juniors.
In the Pillar agreement, students must
have earned at least 30 degree-eligible,
transferable credits from Middlesex; the
remainder can be earned at Pillar.
“One of the interesting features of
this agreement is that the student could
be awarded an Associate Degree from
MCC and a Bachelor’s Degree from Pillar
simultaneously,” Dr. McCormick said.
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15th Anniversary-Benno Bachmann, owner of Autoteam Car Rental is pictured in front of his
outstanding business located at 2017 Highway 35 S., South Amboy. Need a car rental call Autoteam
at their toll free number 1-866-438-8326. Congratulations, Benno and staff on 15 great years!

Autoteam Car Rental Celebrates
15th Anniversary

Autoteam Car Rental is celebrating 15
years in business! Since 2001, Autoteam has
proven to be a leading discount car rental
company in the Sayreville/South Amboy
community. Their services provide a car
solution with minimal life disruption, whether
it’s because your car is in the shop for repair,
local travel, insurance replacement, business
or leisure, Autoteam is sure to have a vehicle
that meets your needs. Their fleet consists
of over 100 quality compact cars, SUVs, mini
vans, and passenger vans.
The owner, Benno Bachmann, first
came to the United States over 20 years
ago from Switzerland with a dream to be
an entrepreneur. While in Switzerland,
he worked as a mechanic while attending
business school. After completion of his
schooling, he put a plan together to open
Autoteam! Benno has since established
himself here in NJ. In 2011, he became a
US citizen. Benno is a loving husband and
proud father of 2 children.
Since the company opened, Benno has
worked tirelessly to ensure its growth. He
established great working relationships

with many of the local garages in the area
to offer customers a great rate on a rental
while their car is in the shop. They provide
complimentary pick up from these garages
and within a 10 mile radius of their location.
Benno has also been involved in a variety
of different organizations in the area. He has
been recognized by the Sayreville PBA, the
New Road School of Parlin NJ, and the local
Fire Departments for outstanding support
and service.
Autoteam is located at 2017 State Route
35, South Amboy NJ. They have plans to
continue to grow, with a second location
opening shortly in Edison, NJ.
Autoteam sells its well maintained rental
vehicles directly to customers. They can profit
from great value on a quality car, in house
financing and also a vehicle lease option.
Celebrate Autoteam’s 15 year
anniversary! Rent a compact car for $15/day
(plus tax and fees) from the 15th of February
2016 to the 15th of March 2016. Call their
office at 732-727-7272 to reserve your car
today! This offer cannot be combined with
any other offer or coupon.

Saint Joseph High School Students Achieve
First Place with Special Merit by the
American Scholastic Press Association
Saint Joseph High School is pleased
to announce that the 2015 Vignette literary
magazine has been awarded “First Place with
Special Merit” by the American Scholastic
Press Association.
This nationwide contest is juried by
print-industry professionals who grade and
critique each literary magazine entry. Out
of a possible 1,000 total points, the Vignette
scored 975, thus earning this distinction. The
Vignette was one of only five high schools
(public and private, enrollment 500-1000)
throughout NJ to achieve the “First Place
with Special Merit” honor.
Judging categories include: content
coverage, organization, design, presentation,
and creativity “I am very proud of the literary
staff,” stated Dr. Martine Gubernat, Vignette
co-moderator. “A tremendous amount of
work goes into putting together this booklet.

They did an outstanding job.”
“The layout staff proved to be a great
team,” said Mr. George Milligan. “They
spent many hours assembling and formatting
the booklet. I was impressed by their
collaboration.”
The literary magazine has been
recognized in the past by the ASPA. The
Vignette earned “First Place with Special
Merit” in 2014, 2013, 2012, 2011, 2010,
2009, 2008, 2007, and 2006.
“We are most proud of our students and
faculty moderators and this accomplishment
for the Vignette,” stated the Principal,
Mr. Justin J. Fleetwood. “Their consistent
attention to detail and their pursuit of
excellence are hallmarks of the Charism of the
Brothers of the Sacred Heart and lead them
to ‘Becoming Saint Joseph Men.’"
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1952- Pictured is George Spiecker (c), trainer Jim Hollywood (l), and Jim “Skippy” Minnick (r) in a
photo taken for the school newspaper during the time George competed in the 1952 Golden Gloves.
(Photo by Jim Tedesco)

Spiecker Fought In Golden Gloves
By Tom Burkard

Back in 1952, St. Mary’s High School
senior George Spiecker, who was a talented
all-around athlete, was ruled ineligible by
the NJSIAA to compete as a senior in high
school, because he repeated freshman year.
So, what’s an energetic, young athlete who
loved to compete supposed to do? Well, he
saw an ad in a newspaper looking for boxers
to fight in the Golden Gloves, and his friend,
Jimmy “Troubles” O’Brien, brother of South
Amboy’s world famous O’Brien twins, John
& Ed, suggested that he give it a try.
Spiecker decided to take on the challenge
of a new sport, and embarked on a rigorous
training program to get ready for the tough
competition ahead in the Golden Gloves.
He recalled that, “I did road work every
morning, running on the railroad tracks
from Mechanicsville to President Park,
and from the Raritan River Railroad at the
top of Wilmont Street to Burts Creek. The
railroad ties gave you a better workout, and
strengthened you more.” In addition, he
trained with speed bags and heavy bags in
the St. Mary’s High School locker room, and
had a small section of the school cafeteria,
where he sparred. The Golden Gloves were
held at the Newark Athletic Club, which
seated 400 people.
Fighting as a welterweight in his first
Golden Gloves battle under trainers Jimmy
Hollywood and Jimmy Jerome, Spiecker

outpointed Charles Fee of Newark P.A.L.
He then drew a bye in his second fight, and
then hammered out a convincing decision
over Teddy Mathis, of the Springfield Deli
A.C., to advance to the semifinals, but during
the bout, suffered severely torn ligaments in
his wrist.
A competitive young man, George
entered the ring for the semifinals, despite
his serious injury, and suffered a TKO in
the first round by Munroe Kurtz, and was
eliminated, barely missing a chance to fight
for the Golden Gloves championship.
When asked what he would have done
differently, if he could do it over, he said, “I
wouldn’t have fought the third fight. I would
have withdrew because of the injury.”
George recalled that he watched
Kurtz boxing on TV the following year, in
an 8-round semifinal featured fight from
Madison Square Garden.
The talented Spiecker was pursued by
boxing managers and trainers to continue
a career in the ring, but declined to do so.
George Spiecker is a class-act all the
way, who has had a very successful life, and
over the last several years has authored three
books. His current book “When We Meet
Again” is still available, and a must read.
You can purchase your copy at: O’Ireland,
130 North Broadway, South Amboy.

Commuters to Get New Penn Station
By Steve Schmid

Sayreville and South Amboy residents
travelling to New York's Penn Station can
look forward to a much improved experience
in future years. New York Governor Andrew
Cuomo has announced a $3 billion plan to
redevelop and redesign Penn Station into a
shiny new transportation hub The current
station is located underneath Madison Square
Garden and serves 650,000 commuters
including the North Jersey Coast Line which
runs through South Amboy. Plans call for

Law Of Love
By Al Gomolka Jr.
Times Poet Laureate
c. 1987

Can love solve all problems?
In truth, there is but one over-riding
law...love.
Expressed in a myriad of ways
This law works in every challenge!
Find ways to let love help you:
Enjoy unlimited prosperity?
Live a happier, healthier life?
Make right decisions?
Release old hurts?
Get rid of negative thoughts?
Impossible you say? Not at all!
All the laws of the universe
Like the laws of music and mathematics
Know only how to be…
Their use or misuse is up to us
As creatures of free will.
Love is the ultimate answer
Love is the only omnipotent law
Love!

transforming the nearby post office into a
ticket hall and concourse which will bring
in much needed light, space, and additional
services.Construction of a block long grand
entrance on Seventh or Eighth Avenue is
included. The original Penn Station was
demolished in 1963 and it has been sorely
missed over the years. Groundbreaking for
the new station could begin later this year.

This Is The Year
By Rev. Rhea Carol

This is the year, 2016!
Contemplate, What?
My Life? Who am I
Am I the Judge of others (critically)?
Do I Judge myself harshly as well?
Judge not, lest ye be judged…
This is the year of discernment
This is the year of letting go of struggle
Everything is done with grace and ease
Life is Love, Life is Joy Life is God, Life
is Good.
R e v R h e a C a ro l i s a n o n denominational licensed minister at
Centers for Spiritual Living and a
motivational speaker. The Centers for
Spiritual Living is all inclusive. Rev. Rhea
performs customized weddings, blessing
of your home, pets and memorials. Any
ceremony can be customized and each one
is exceptional. A meditation is held on
Tuesday evenings. For more information,
please contact Rev. Rhea at 732 727 8219
H, 732 771 7562 C, rhea_nj@yahoo.com

South Amboy-Sayreville Times January 23, 2016 13

Rev. Kenneth Murphy, pastor of St. Stanislaus Kostka Church in Sayreville places a school ring on
the finger of eighth grade student Gillian Rispoli. The ring is a symbol of the everlasting bond to St.
Stan's School and to one another as the Class of 2016.(Photo Submitted)

Students at Our Lady of Victories School in Sayreville marked the opening of the Golden Jubilee Year
of Mercy by opening the Jubilee doors to the school, symbolizing their committment to be "Merciful
like the Father". Following Mass for the Feast of the Immaculate Conception, Father Ryan, pastor
of Our Lady of Victories parish, invited both students and parishoners to enter the Jubilee Doors to
begin a year dedicated to practicing the Corporal and Spiritual Works of Mercy.(Photo Submitted)
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Long, Long Ago

Correction-In last month’s issue we inadvertently identified Walter Kross as the man in the dark suit,
when it was actually Hank Leonard, the vocalist who lived on Henry St. in South Amboy. Walter
Kross, the leader of the group, known as Walter Kross and His Orchestra is pictured on the drums.
Eddie Kross who lived on Fourth St. in South Amboy is in the top row, far right. *A Special thank
you to W. Tom Kross for bringing this to our attention.

Rumbles From The Rock And Roll Reunion
By Clem Skarzynski

Whoa Rock and Rollers! Get out your
2016 calendars, go to the month of March and
post a big circle around the 19th. Here’s your
“Say goodbye to the winter blues” golden
opportunity. Sayreville’s VFW Auxiliary on
Jernee Mill Rd., will be host to their benefit
“Classic Rock/Oldies” Dinner Dance, and
yes, with real “live” music featuring some
of the best musicians in the area, “Clem and
Friends,” co-founders of “The Rockdaddys,”
Tim and Fran Fee, Jerry and Ron Mokar from
“Collage,” Matt D’Esposito from “Spider
Daniels”, and myself, the writer. The band
will be rockin’ and bringing back some great
memories from 7-11 p.m. Tickets are $40
per person, and that’ll get ya open bar, buffet
dinner, great friends, and great music. Word
has it that S.W.M.H.S. Class of ‘67 will be
there in force. C’mon don’t miss out, Sat.,
March 19th, doors open at 6 p.m. Call Carmen
Delikat at 732-254-9425 for info and tix. Be
there! It’s gonna be fun!
And, to all awaiting the news...Open Mic

Rock and Roll
USA Trip

On January 2nd local talent Michael Squillace and Amber Morgan from Sayreville played at The Saint
in Asbury Park with the Josh Zuckerman band. They will be performing with Josh Zuckerman again
on April 16th at Jammin for Jaclyn at the Knights of Columbus in South Amboy, a Benefit concert
for Wyatt Scott. (Photo Submitted)

The OLV Senior Group is sponsoring a
trip to Hunterdon Hills Playhouse to see Rock
and Roll USA on Saturday, February 13, 2016.
The cost of the trip is $95.00 which includes
the show, dinner, bus transportation, and bus
driver gratuity and snacks on the return trip.
The bus will leave from OLV lower parking
lot 4:45PM and return approximately 10
PM. For further information or to make a
reservation please contact Carmine at 732254-9425.

at the South Amboy Knights on Friday, Jan.
29th starting at 8 p.m. It’s been a couple of
months, so dust off the gear, and come on down
and plug in!...Emmie & Amy Jones, busy at
Basement Audio, as is the “norm”...Looking
for that audio guy or gal? Basement Audio
Productions, 732-476-9868 or MR261484@
yahoo.com, and “hear” how good you are!
“Rock Chick” Donna Standowski officially
retired! Congrats Donna, enjoy the next
chapter!...SA Times Publisher Tommy B.
got his new Ibanez acoustic/electric, and
it’s “blue.” SA Times Associate Publisher
Brian Stratton and myself took Tom through
half of Jersey to find it! He’ll be back to his
songwriting...Wife Kathy, daughter Jess,
myself, Brian Stratton, his wife Phyllis, and
Tommy B. spent the last day at our “Pank”
on Dec. 30th, with former Rt. 35 club owners
Mel Meszaros and Nick DeBiase. The “Pank”
was “The Meeting Place” after all the “gigs”
for every musician in the area! We’ll miss it,
and to Alex Panko, THANK YOU!

Trip to Branson

The OLV Senior Group is sponsoring a
trip to Branson, Missouri from September 16
– 24, 2016. The price of the trip is $1000.00
which includes 4 overnights to and from
Branson, 4 nights lodging at the Welk Resort
Hotel, 8 breakfasts, 4 dinners, 6 spectacular
shows, a 45th Anniversary Celebration at
the Welk Resort, and much, much more. For
further information or to reserve a seat please
contact Teri at 732-727-7639.

Open Mic January 29

South Amboy Knights of Columbus
Council 426 resume their Open Mic series
Friday night January 29 at 308 Fourth
St. South Amboy. Anyone interested in
performing as a soloist or in a group is invited.
By Tom Burkard
Former Sayreville resident and rock No cover charge. Snacks and refreshments
superstar, Jon Bon Jovi never ceases to are available. For more information call
amaze. Last year, prior to his Asian fall tour, 732-721-2025.
he recorded a classic romantic Chinese song,
“The Moon Represents My Heart,” singing
it in Mandarin. It’s a really nice song if you 2006-Grillz-Nelly with Paul Wall, Ali & Gipp
can understand the language, and would be 1996-One Sweet Day-Mariah Carey & Boyz
II Men
better for most of his fans if he did a version
in English as well. Singing in Mandarin 1986-That’s What Friends Are For-Dionne
& Friends
probably wasn’t an easy task for Jon, but
he pulled it off, and did an outstanding job. 1976-I Write The Songs-Barry Manilow
1966-We Can Work It Out-The Beatles

Bon Jovi Sings In
Mandarin

#1 Pop Hits Jan 23

Springsteen To Begin
The River Tour 2016
By Tom Burkard

Joe Lotkowictz is a very happy man, as he plays this beautiful blue Ibanez acoustic guitar over the
holidays. Joe is a professional musician who has played in many local bands over the years including
The Scibek Bros.; The Joe Lock Trio; The Blue Boys; The Imperials; Johnny Lucas & The Hound Dogs.
Locals are anxiously awaiting Joe’s official musical comeback after many years of inactivity. (Photo
by Tom Burkard)

A Last Look At Christmas Songs

You probably put all your old Christmas
CD’s, tape cassettes (What are they?), and
vinyl records (Aren’t they supposed to make
a comeback?) away until next year, but
we’re betting that you never heard any of
the following excellent Christmas songs, that
have not been played at all, (but should be)
on local and New York radio stations. Check
these songs on youtube.com and see if you
agree. “I Love Christmas” by Tommy James
(leader of Tommy James & The Shondells);
: _

“Christmas In Your Arms” by Felix Cavaliere
(former leader of The Young Rascals/The
Rascals, and currently Felix Cavaliere’s
Rascals); “Where’s The Line To See Jesus”
by Becky Kelley (which over the last few
years has millions of views on youtube.com,
but has never made it to commercial radio
stations); “Christmas On The Jersey Shore”
by Ray Dahrouge (former leader of the DooWop band, Ray and The Darchaes).

Bruce Springsteen & The E Street Band
will kickoff The River Tour 2016 on Jan. 16
at the Consol Energy Center in Pittsburgh,
PA. Springsteen recently released a box
set called “The Ties That Bind: The River
Collection” for his 1980 double album “The
River.” The group will perform the entire
album at each show.
River Tour 2016 will hit Madison Square
Garden in New York for 2 dates, Jan. 24
and 27; the Prudential Center in Newark on
Jan. 31; Philadelphia, Wells Fargo Center
on Feb. 12.

#1 Country Hits
Jan 23

2001-Born To Fly-Sara Evans
1991-Unanswered Prayers-Garth Brooks
1981-I Love A Rainy Night-Eddie Rabbitt
1971-Rose Garden-Lynn Anderson
1961-North To Alaska-Johnny Horton

Trip to American
Music Theater

The OLV Seniors are sponsoring a bus
trip to the American Music Theater Christmas
Show in Lancaster, Pennsylvania on Saturday,
November 5, 2016. The price of the trip is
$125.00 which includes the show, lunch at
Shady Maple, bus transportation, bus driver
gratuity and snacks on the return trip. To
reserve a seat or for further questions, please
contact Teri at (732)727-7639.

Music Trivia - Happy
By Tom Burkard

1.___Oh How Happy
2.___Oh Happy Day
3.___Happy
4.___I’m A Happy Man
5.___Happy Together
6.___You’ve Made Me So Very Happy
7.___Happy Birthday Sweet Sixteen
8.___Happy Days
9.___Happy Jack
10.__The Happy Organ
11.__I’m Happy Just To Dance With You

a. Pharrel Williams
b. The Turtles
c. Blood, Sweat & Tears
d. The Beatles
e. The Edwin Hawkins’ Singers
f. The Shades Of Blue
g. Pratt & McClain
h. Dave “Baby” Cortez
i. Neil Sedaka
j. The Who
k. The Jive Five

The Brian O'Connor School of Music: Brian and some of his music students aka "The All Star Band"
recently performed for the nice people at the We Care Adult Care Facility in Red Bank. They had them
clapping, dancing and enjoying a wide variety of cool music. The players and singers are as follows;
front row- Aaryan Mehta, Anthony Pesch, Aayush Mehta, Caitlin Autunnale, Michael Autunnale,
Back row - Byran Batista, George Giovenco, Brian O'Connor, Kevin O'Connor and Lance Kennedy.
Great job to all the performers! brianoconnormusic.com (Phot/Info Submitted)

Answers: 1f 2e 3a 4k 5b 6c 7i 8g 9j 10h 11d.
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School Sports as of January 15, 2016
by Tom Burkard

Bombers 2nd At CJ
Winter Classic

In the 35th Annual CJ Winter Classic
bowling tournament, Linden captured the
title, narrowly beating the talented Sayreville
squad, 3,203-3,144 total pins for the day.
Coach Michael Weinert’s Bombers were
paced by Mark Kozinski 674, Ryan Johnson
669, and Chris DeOcampo 643.

Two Sayreville
Bowlers Roll 299!

Two Sayreville bowlers came within 1
pin of rolling a perfect game. Ryan Johnson
and Chris DeOcampo both went all the way
to their final roll at the GMC Individual
Qualifier at Carolier Lanes, before missing,
and each finished with a 299. Johnson and
DeOcampo tied for 3rd place on the day with
The Mater Dei HS basketball coaches and players looked very familiar to local fans, as they were all a 719, and teammate Mark Kozinski finished
part of the outstanding Cardinal McCarrick/St. Mary’s team of a year ago. Pictured prior to competing 10th with a 680.
in the Friends of South Amboy Basketball Tournament at South Amboy are (l-r)
Assistant Coach, Jayson Reed, Head Coach, Ben Gamble, Elijah Mitchell, Kelvin Harris , Nyquan
McCombs, Josh Green, Assistant Coach Michael Piniero. (Photo by Brian Stratton)

Hartsfield Gets
Scholarship To
Ole Miss

Former Sayreville Bombers football/
track and field superstar, Myles Hartsfield
accepted a scholarship from Mississippi
University, which features one of the top
football programs in the country.
Hartsfield was one of the most talented
athletes in Sayreville HS history. As a junior
in 2013, he racked up 1,844 all-purpose
yards, and scored 28 touchdowns. During the
outdoor track and field season, he captured
the NJSIAA Meet of Champions triple jump
with a record 49-11.75 leap.
Early in his senior year he totaled 732
all-purpose yards and 12 touchdowns in only
3 games, before the season was canceled
because of the locker room scandal.
The talented Hartsfield played in 2015
for East Coast Prep, and recorded 9 receptions
for 200 yards and 4 touchdowns in 9 games.
He also rushed for 82 yards in 8 attempts and
scored a TD. On defense, he made 29 tackles,
had 7 pass breakups and had 2 interceptions.

Walsh Makes History

South Amboy High School junior
Patrick Walsh ended the Cross Country
season winning the Junior/Senior race at
the Footlocker Northeast Regionals in Van
Cortlandt Park. This was a first in South
The Sayreville Bombers boys’basketball
Amboy history. Congratulations Patrick on
team dropped its first game of the season to
another outstanding performance!
Ranney, 71-59 in the semifinals of the Albert
E. Martin Buc Classic at Red Bank on Dec.
28. Ryan O’Leary topped the blue & gray
Sayreville wrestling standout Anthony
in scoring with 21 points, and Henderson Porcaro captured the 285-lb. wrestling
Manutes chipped in with 14.
championship at the Roselle Park Wrestling

Bombers Bow In
Tourney

Porcaro Wins Title

Sayreville Wins Meter
Shuttle Title

The Sayreville boys indoor track
team copped the meter shuttle hurdles
championship at the Greater Middlesex
Relays. The hurdlers consisted of Benjamin
Aidoo, Jordan Patterson, Abdullahi Adeyemo,
and John Smierzynski. The Bombers won in
a quick 32:00, outdistancing East Brunswick,
who finished 2nd with a 32.67 showing.
Congratulations Sayreville!

2015 Football Stats

Sayreville (5-5)
Passing-Jayson DeMild completed 61-121
for 1,006 yards and 6 touchdowns.
Rushing-Michael Liberti rushed for 875 yards
on 151 attempts, and scored 8 touchdowns.
Receiving-Coray Williams caught 14 passes
for 334 yards and 2 TD’s; Andrew Wille had
21 receptions for 303 yards and 2 TD’s.
PRAYER TO THE BLESSED VIRGIN
(Never known to fail) Oh, most beautiful flower of
Mt. Carmel, Fruitful vine, splendor of Heaven, blessed
Mother of the Son of God, Immaculate Virgin, assist me
in my necessity. Oh Star of the Sea, help me and show me,
herein you are my mother. Oh, Holy Mary, Mother of
God, Queen of Heaven and Earth! I humbly beseech you
from the bottom of my heart to succor me in this necessity.
There are none that can withstand your power. Oh, show
me herein you are my mother. Oh Mary, conceived without
sin, pray for us who have recourse to thee (3 times). Holy
Mary, I place this cause in your hands (3 times). Say this
prayer for 3 consecutive days. You must publish it and it
will be granted to you. Thank you. -M.M.

Heading to Cooperstown

Tournament over the holidays. The Bombers
as a team finished 5th place. Porcaro also won
the title at the Neptune Classic this season.
A talented all-around athlete, Anthony was a
2015 All-Area Football 1st Team selection by
Home News Tribune. He was a standout on
the offensive line that helped the club amass
1,773 yards and 23 TD’s on the ground.
Congratulations Anthony on a fine showing!

Williams All-State
Selection

Sayreville Bombers standout defensive
back, Coray Williams was selected to the
Star Ledger’s All-Group 4, All-State football
team, and also 1st Team All-Area in Home
News Tribune. He posted 33 tackles, 11
pass deflections, 3 interceptions to lead the
team, and caused a fumble. A talented 2-way
player, Williams rushed for 346 yards with
4 touchdowns on 44 carries, and caught 14
passes for 334 yards, and 2 TD’s. He also led
the team with 264 kickoff return yards, and
punt return yardage. He topped the team with
1,046 all-purpose yards. Congratulations
Coray!

Sofilkanich
Coach Of The Year

South Amboy’s Don Sofilkanich guided
the New Brunswick football team to an
excellent (9-2) record in 2015, which was
the Zebras’ best finish in nearly 10 years. It
was the first time since 2009, that the school
finished over .500, and also the first time since
2006 that they chalked up 9 victories. For
his coaching genius and superb leadership,
Sofilkanich was selected the Star Ledger’s
GMC Coach of the Year. Congratulations,
Don on another outstanding job!

Sayreville Bowlers
Win Second Tourney

The great Ken Griffey Jr. was also elected to the
Baseball Hall of Fame with 437 votes and the
highest percentage in history with a 99.3 pct.
(Photo by Tom Burkard)

Former New York Mets great Mike Piazza was
elected to the Baseball Hall of Fame with 365
votes and an 83.0 pct. (Photo by Tom Burkard)

The Sayreville boys’ bowling team
captured its second bowling tournament
championship of the season by placing first
in the Charles A. Simon Baker Bowling
Tournament at Carolier Lanes, beating the #1
seed East Brunswick in a close one, 441-432
in the final round. The Bombers advanced to
the title tilt by topping Woodbridge 416-369
in the quarterfinals, and Edison, 413-380 in
the semifinal. Sayreville received strong
performances from Lucas Leandro, Mike
Camp, Mark Kozinski, Zack Wranovics,
Chris DeOcampo and Ryan Johnson.
Congratulations, Bombers!

Local Sports

Boys Basketball
Sayreville (10-3) Junior Ryan O’Leary has
been the big scorer throughout the early
going, and is averaging 21.4 points per game,
one of the best marks in the county. Jahsim
Floyd is hitting 11.6 ppg., and 7.3 rebs.,
while Henderson Manutes is scoring about
10 points per game. Derek Astarita has been
a sparkplug for the Bombers talented lineup.
South Amboy (6-5) The Guvs have been
paced by lots of scoring from Kehare Ford,
Julian Munoz, and Nick Reagan.
Girls Basketball
Sayreville (7-3) Morenike Akinrefon 12
ppg., Isi Enahoro 10.2 ppg., Patrice Harding
7.8 ppg., Jasmine Van Note 7.0 ppg., Katie
Esposito 5.9 ppg., Ryane Brush 5.0 ppg. are
lighting up the scoreboard for Coach Janet
Cook’s Bombers.
South Amboy (4-5) The Lady Guvs are
getting plenty of scoring and rebounding
from Beth Noble, and fine all-around play
from Kelsey Kuhn, Alissa Bikowski and
Serina Townes.
Boys Bowling
Sayreville (10-2) The Bombers are in a battle
with first place East Brunswick for the Red
Division title.
Girls Bowling
Sayreville(9-2) Newly-crowned GMC
champion, Mary Kate Kersting leads the
attack with a 210 average, and gets additional
help from Erin Simon, Tiffany Glowacki,
and Emily Yataco, all who average in the
150 neighborhood.

Kersting Captures
GMC Championship

Sayreville girls bowling standout,
Mary Kate Kersting captured the GMC
championship by defeating Lanasia Neal of
South Plainfield, 190-159 in the final game.
Kersting who has been outstanding all season,
was seeded #1 in the tournament, and also
topped Neal in the first game, 222-147.
Congratulations, Mary Kate!

College Notebook

The Middlesex County College (MCC),
(14-1) women’s basketball squad is having a
banner season. Former Cardinal McCarrick/
St. Mary’s players have been contributing
big time. Brittany Clayton, 7.5 points per
game (ppg), 6.5 rebounds per game (rpg),
Caitlin Norek, 4.0 ppg., 5.7 rpg, and Lauryn
Materowski, who is #2 on the team with 9.0
rpg., and a 4.3 ppg...
The MCC men’s hoops club features
4 players from Sayreville. Brian Gay, 3.9
ppg., 3.1 rpg, Mike Valentin, 9.1 ppg., 2.0
rpg., Jonathan Bracero, who is #3 in scoring
with a 12.9 ppg., and 2.4 rpg., and Johnson
Akerle, 4.3 ppg., 4.0 rpg...Soph sensation
Steve Herdmann is second on the FDUFlorham team (3-10) with a 4.5 rpg., #2 in
steals with 18, and also #2 in free throw pct.
with a .750. He has averaged 10.5 ppg. with
136 points so far...Jen Kuziemski Palmateer
(Hoffman), in her 5th season at the helm
for the Monmouth University women’s
basketball team which is currently (4-9)...
While Rhonda Rompola (Sayreville) is in her
25th year as a head coach, and is (6-8) with
SMU...FDU-Florham women’s basketball
team is getting big contributions from Alyssa
McDonough (Sayreville). She is #1 in assists
with a 3.5 avg., and #2 in the following:
scoring 14.5 ppg., 3-point field goal pct.
.379, free throw pct. .854...The FDU (7-8)
Knights men’s hoops team is getting some
spark from former St. Mary’s/St. Joseph’s
superstar Marques Townes, who is #2 in
steals with 27, and also averages 10 ppg.,
and 3.5 rpg...Jehyve Floyd (Sayreville) has
only averaged 6.5 minutes of playing time,
and averages 2 points and a rebound after
appearing in 11 games. Anthony Bozzella,
(who coached girls varsity basketball at St.
Mary’s) has his Seton Hall University (13-3)
women’s basketball club off to a strong start.
Jay Ciszewski, former Sayreville
bowling standout is a member of the Wichita
State men’s bowling team.
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The Local Sports Memory Machine
By Tom Burkard

From The Sports Archives

T.H.E. Game

Year-1996
Sport-Boys Basketball
Teams-St. Mary’s (3-3) vs. Hoffman (1-4),
Game 1 of the City Series
Recap-In an exciting battle, St. Mary’s Jesse
Holovacko drove and scored on a fast break
layup at the buzzer, to give the Blue & Gold
a thrilling 57-55 victory over Hoffman.
Holovacko and teammate Tom Rizzo led SM
with 19 points apiece. Bob Maher fired in 24
points, and Joe Salkiewicz 20 for Hoffman.
Player-of-the-Game-Jesse Holovacko of St.
Mary’s.

75 Years Ago

1966-The South Amboy Sabres Pop Warner football team posed for this fun shot. We will need your
help identifying most of these young athletes. The ones that we think we know with their uniform
numbers are as follows:
Bottom (1st) row-37-Jay Buckiewicz 38-Vince Gosford; 2nd row-26-Neil O’Connor; 3rd row-32Brian O’Connor 25-Dave Keenan 16-Joe Belmonte 30-Art Burke; 4th row-47-Tom Szatkowski 17Jim Lenahan 4-Bruce Buckiewicz; Top (5th row) 3rd from left Dave Wisniewski 4th from left Henry
Wortley 5th from left Tom Wortley far right Hank Sager 2nd from right Kevin Bergin.
*We need your help, so if you can identify any of the players, please drop us a line at: satimes@aol.com.

45 Years Ago

1950-Hoffman boys’ basketball team
topped Matawan, 58-54, as Charlie Koerner
led the way with 21 points, John “Skeets”
Skarzynski added 13, and John Kovaleski
11. Sayreville blasted Metuchen, 64-46, as
Jeff Osowski and Bob Burdak led the way
with 24 and 15 points respectively.
1964-Edison slipped by Sayreville 79-75
in the Holiday Festival Tournament, despite
an amazing record-setting performance by
superstar Jeff Osowski, who burned the
nets for 46 points to set a new Sayreville
HS record, and also a tourney mark. John
Scordinsky tossed in 11 points for Edison.
Several years later, he went on to coach St.
Mary’s boys’ varsity basketball team. 1970John Kugel’s jump shot with 0:11 left gave
St. Mary’s a thrilling 71-69 victory over
Red Bank Catholic. 1980-Sayreville’s A.J.
Sabine was the Middlesex County 60-yard
dash champion during winter track, as the
Bombers racked up an impressive (12-1)
record. 1997-South Amboy girls basketball
team beat Metuchen, 53-50, as Kristen
English pumped in 16 points, Kim Peterson
15, and Hanna Glomska 12. 2003-Cardinal
McCarrick pounded Keansburg, 72-36 in the
first round of the South Amboy Tournament.
The girls were led by Jaclyn Lange 17
points, Alicia Dombrowski 14, and Karen
Guszkowski 12.

1971-Jim Keegan hit 2 free throws with
0:11 seconds left in overtime to give the
Hoffman basketball team a thrilling 54-52
1981-Hoffman HS boys’ soccer squad
victory over South River. Gary Lange led finished (7-8-2) under Coach Tony Gonsalves.
the way with 14 points, followed by Keegan Frank Wahler led the team with 14 goals
13, Ron Croddick 13, and Bob Stillwagon 10. and was followed by Joe Przybylski 6,
Mark Herdman 5, Mike Krasowski 5, Walt
PRAYER TO ST. ANTHONY
O holy St. Anthony, reach down from heaven and take
Therkelsen 3, Tim Moskal 3, Ron Smith 3,
hold of my hand. Assure me that I am not alone. You are
Ron Brown 2, Glenn Vona 1, Rich Brown
known to possess miraculous powers and to be ever ready
to speak for those in trouble. Loving and gentle St. Anthony,
1, Scott Gumprecht 1, Randy Stratton 1.
reach down from heaven I implore you and assist me in my
Assist leaders were: Wahler 9, Przybylski
hour of need. Obtain for me (mention request here). Dearest
St. Anthony, reach down from heave and guide me with thy
8, Herdman 7, Therkelsen 2, Moskal 2,
strength. Plead for me in my needs. And teach me to be
Krasowski 1, Smith 1, Vona 1, Jeff Wence 1
humbly thankful as you were for all the bountiful blessings

“Jocko” Remembered

35 Years Ago

By Tom Burkard

Alex “Jocko” Jakimowicz 65, formerly
of South Amboy, died on Jan. 12. “Jocko” was
well-known, and liked by everyone who knew
him, and he loved his former hometown of
South Amboy. He always kept up on the news
in South Amboy and Sayreville by reading
his favorite
newspaper, The
South AmboySayreville
Times.
As
a
youngster in
South Amboy,
“Jocko” played
youth baseball
f o r We i s s
Clothing in
the South
Amboy LIttle
Fellas Baseball
League, and then moved up to the Sacred
Heart team in the Babe Ruth League.
However, when he went to Hoffman High
School, he found that basketball was his
best sport, even though he continued to play
varsity baseball as well. Under Coach Ray
“Butch” Tomaszewski, Jakimowicz was
used primarily as a reserve for his strong
rebounding and board work, and could score
underneath as well. During those years, it
was tough to crack the starting lineup with
the likes of superstars Curt Wood, Billy
Clayton, Bob Keegan and Greg Havlusch,
but “Jocko” was always ready when called
upon, and gave 100% all the time.
Alex “Jocko” Jakimowicz will be sadly
missed, and all of us who had the opportunity
to call him “friend” were truly blessed.

1941-Sayreville boys’ basketball team,
in its first game of the season beat Hoffman,
23-15. The Bombers all veteran team held
the Guvs to 3 field goals in the game, one
each from Ed Skarzynski, Walt Rogers, and
Leroy Kurtz. Sayreville’s scoring was led
by John Kotarski, Archie Prusakowski, and
Walt Kwiatkowski with 5 points apiece, while
Tom Wisniewski added 4 points. Scoring
for the Purple & Gold were W. Rogers 4,
Kurtz 3, Ken Rogers 2, Skarzynski 2, Harry
Christiansen 1, Bob Jonason 1, Tom Gleason
0, Mel Sprague 0.

Glory Days In
Local Sports

I am to receive. –P.S.

City Series Basketball Games Through The
Years

South Amboy’s Joe Wells (r), is pictured with
legendary football player, Doug Flutie (l) at the
National Over 45 Wood Bat Championship in
Florida. Wells, a standout pitcher, was selected
MVP of the tourney, and his team, the Staten Island
Bombers baseball team defeated Doug Flutie’s
team, from Boston. (Photo/Story submitted)

Wells Pitches
Team To
U.S. Title

Long time South Amboy resident Joe
Wells, playing for Staten Island Bombers
baseball team, led his team to the National
Over 45 Wood Bat Championship, by
defeating the Pensacola Barracudas, 13-3.
Wells’ 3-hitter gem in the final game was the
icing on the cake, following a complete game
9-hitter the previous day over the Tallahassee
Bombers. The right-hander was (3-0) with 19
strikeouts and only 1 walk in an astonishing
28 innings over 4 appearances. He allowed
only 19 hits, all singles, as no one could
elevate the ball off the pinpoint accuracy of
the control artist pitcher. Wells was awarded
the MVP of the tournament, held in the Ft.
Myers/Port St. Lucie area Oct. 31-Nov. 8.
Tournament contestants traveled from all over
the U.S. including Puerto Rico and Canada.
Wells defeated a team led by football
icon, Doug Flutie, and a team from Boston
for his other win. “I’d like to give most of
the credit to my team members, who wouldn’t
quit or get discouraged after an 0-3 start. As
we rolled through 6 straight wins to capture
the title, the timely hitting and flawless
1968 - Hoffman HS Bowling team. Top row (l-r) defense (only 2 errors in the last 6 games)
Ron Dennen, Bob Kubinak, Mark Felice. Middle made my part easy,” Wells commented. This
Glenn White (l), Ernie Read (r). Holding the is the second consecutive title win for the
bowling ball is top bowler, Russell Thomsen.
Staten Island Bombers.

70 Years Ago
1946-In a contest played at Sayreville HS,
due to an overflow crowd of 1,200, St.
Mary’s topped Hoffman, 45-37 in Game 1
of the City Series. Reggie Carney paced the
Saints with 16 points, and Dan Fuller added
10. Jim Croddick was high man for the Guvs
with 16 points.
The Boxscore
St. Mary’s 45
Carney 16 Fuller 10 Bill Kennedy 7 Jack
Massing 6 Leo Kedzierski 6 Jack Crozier
0 Tabasko 0.
Hoffman 37
Croddick 16 George Munck 6 Render 6
Kowalewski 4 Doukas 3 Wray 0.
60 Years Ago
1956-In Game 1 of the City Series, Frank
Kitchen’s clutch free throw with 0:04 seconds
left gave Hoffman its first win over crosstown
rival St. Mary’s in 8 years, as they downed
the Eagles, 61-60. With a minute left in the
game, Pat McCue hit a jumper to put the
Guvs up, 60-58. Tom McCarthy tapped in
a basket to tie it for the Saints at 60-60, but
was fouled. He missed the free throw, but
someone was in the lane, and he was given
an extra shot. He connected, but stepped over
the free throw line, and the shot was nullified.
Kitchen missed his first free throw with 0:04
left, but hit the second for the game-winner.
He led the Guvs in scoring with 18 points.
St. Mary’s Tom Pristavec took game scoring
laurels with 20 points, and was followed by
teammate Jim Higgins with 17.
Other Hoffman players were Bob Bloodgood,
Mike Charmello, Paul Poetsch, Dave Inman,
Vona, Huguenin, and Madeline. No other
names were available for St. Mary’s players.
50 Years Ago
1966-In Game 2 of the City Series, the Guvs
(10-3) swept to the crown over St. Mary’s
(4-7), 68-61. Hoffman jumped out to a 2012 first quarter lead, and the Eagles trailed
throughout, but managed to cut the lead to 1
point, on a shot from the key by Jack Trenta
in the third quarter to cut the margin to 44-43.

The Purple & Gold bounced back to take a
48-45 lead after three stanzas of play. Both
clubs placed 4 starters in double figures.
Billy Clayton captured game scoring laurels
with 21 points, while teammates Bob Keegan
scored 17, Greg Havlusch 12, and Curt Wood
11, all contributed big time to Coach Ray
“Butch” Tomaszewski’s powerhouse. Paul
Jankowski led SM with 14, while Kenny
Devlin added 13, Rick Ragula 12 and Trenta
10 points.
The Boxscore
Hoffman 68
Clayton 21 Bob Keegan 17 Havlusch 12
Wood 11 Edwin Witkowski 5 Billy Keegan 2.
St. Mary’s 61
Jankowski 14 Devlin 13 Ragula 12 Trenta
10 Dennis Bratus 8 Bobby Knight 2 John
Quigley 2.
40 Years Ago
1976-St. Mary’s (3-7) nipped Hoffman (2-7),
52-50 in an exciting battle in Game 1 of the
City Series. John Miller poured in a gamehigh 26 points for the Blue & Gold, including
10 in the first quarter as the Saints took a 19-12
lead. The Governors bounced back and took
a 27-26 edge to the locker room at halftime.
The Eagles thanks to 6 straight points by
Miller led 34-29 after three quarters. In the
fourth quarter with 0:46 second left, and SM
ahead 50-47, Frank Kuziemski scored to cut
it to 50-49. John “Herbie” Belmonte hit 2
free throws with 0:32 for the Saints, upping
the lead to 52-49. Dan Lewis made a free
throw, but missed the second one with 0:17
left, cutting the lead to 52-50. The Guvs got
the rebound, but were called for an offensive
foul, giving the ball and the game back to
St. Mary’s.
The Boxscore
St. Mary’s 52
Miller 26 Belmonte 9 Kurtz 8 Stolte 6 Bajsert
2 Mike Cleary 1.
Hoffman 50
Kuziemski 17 Bob Clayton 10 Tom Billich 10
George Bongiorno 8 Dave Newton 4 Lewis1.
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WWW.?

This is the first Mystery Photo for 2016. Can you identify it? Send your answers to: satimes@aol.com.

December Winners

The final Mystery Photo for 2015 was
of the former location of Parlin DuPont
Employees Federal Credit Union. Prior to
that it was a DuPont Fabrics & Finishes
building, and also the body shop according
to one of the WWW.? contestants.
The winners for the Dec. contest were:
Joan Fulham, Bill and Pat Scully, W.Tom
Kross, Christina Olender, Barbara Diem,
Margaret Czyzewska, Lisa Grankowski,
December WWW
Don Zrebiec, Mary Agnes Morris. Incorrect
answers included the old South Amboy
Note: Chuck Pickard was inadvertently
Hospital, and also the Wilson School on Dane omitted as a winner for November’s contest.
St. in Sayreville.

Final 2015 WWW.?
Contest Scoring

*12 correct answers is a perfect score
Pat & Bill Scully 12 Lisa Grankowski 12 Joan
Fulham 12 W. Tom Kross 12 Mary Agnes
Morris 12 Don Zrebiec 12 Joan Gorczyca
9 Dennis Quinlan 9 Chuck Pickard 8 Jack
Piskorski 5 Estelle Pluskota 4 Marie English
4 Gerry Sherry 4 Joe Prusik 4 T.J. Albanese
4 Kelly Heinz 4 Nonnie Nonnemacher 3
Scott V. Farina 3 Pete McIntyre 3 Lynn Loy 3
Dennis McCloud 3 Maryanne Matarangolo 3.
Note: Many contestants had 1 or 2 correct
answers throughout the year and are not listed.

Letters
Dear Tom,
Tim and I would like to express our sincere
thanks for the work and extreme outpouring of
care and support for our brother Ken Walczak.
The December 19th event sponsored by The
Friends Of South Amboy was so great and
much appreciated!
Tim Walczak and family
Karen Walczak - Housman and family
Dear Editor,
Again, we at the Sayreville Care and Share
Food Bank want to thank those who have
donated to us during the last 2 months.
We help over 70 families who are in
need assistance who live in town. Their
Thanksgiving and Christmas was a little
happier because of the efforts of friends and
organizations who worked hard.
The list is long and includes: Sayreville Public
Schools, Ladies Auxiliary Post 211 of the
American Legion, the Amboy Bank, Trinity
Methodist Church, the United Methodist
Church Women of Trinity, the Rotary Club
of Old Bridge/Sayreville, bus drivers and
bus aides from the Sayreville Transportation
Dept., Assemblyman Craig Coughlin, Cub
Scout Pack 97, Sayreville United Methodist
Church, and the Sayreville Recreation Dept.
We couldn’t do it without you!
Sincerely,
Sue Paul, Carole, Debbie, Gerilynn, Lynn,
Terry and Sue.
To The Editor,
The South Amboy Senior Citizens would
like to thank the South Amboy High School
Honor Society for coming to our Christmas
party and singing Christmas carols and also
helping to serve and clean up, also for going
around socializing with the seniors.
South Amboy Senior Citizens

WWW.? Champions
Through The Years

2008-Marian Mills; 2009-W. Tom Kross;
2010-W. Tom Kross; 2011-W. Tom Kross;
2012-Co-Champs-Bill & Pat Scully; Peggy
Yuhas; 2013-Co-Champs-Bill & Pat Scully;
W. Tom Kross; 2014-Tri-Champs-Bill &
Pat Scully; Lisa Grankowski; Joan Fulham;
2015-Multi-Champs-Pat & Bill Scully; Lisa
Grankowski; Joan Fulham; W. Tom Kross;
Mary Agnes Morris; Don Zrebiec.
A Special Thank You
From The Leonard Family We were truly
overwhelmed with the turnout on December
26th at a benefit for our family. The event was
called Christmas Dogs of War. It is an annual
event held at Buddie's Tavern in Sayreville
to help a family stricken with cancer. This
year’s event was held for my husband, Pat
Leonard. This fundraiser would not have been
possible without the help of some amazing
people. Our family would like to take this
opportunity to thank the people who made
this event such a success: From the Sayreville
Leprechauns three women who went above
and beyond, Heleen Hogan Redding, Krystle
Park, and Tracy Ansley. Karen Bebert and
Kathy Bailey, owners of Buddie's Tavern, and
Michael Grau who organizes this event each
year to make life a little easier for families
dealing with cancer. We never anticipated the
outpouring of love and support from everyone
and continue to receive from friends, family
and acquaintances. We are truly humbled by
the hard work and generosity of all involved!
Thank you from the bottom of our hearts!
Pat, Michelle, Patrick, Keelyn, and Nicole
Leonard

Champions

There were seven WWW.? contestants who identified our monthly “mystery photo” correctly in all 12
of our 2015 contest, to claim their rightful title of Champions. Pictured standing (l-r) Mary Agnes
Morris, Joan Fulham, Lisa Grankowski, Don Zrebiec. Seated (l-r) Pat Scully, Bill Scully. Missing
from photo is W. Tom Kross. Congratulations to our WWW.? champions on your perfect year!!!
(Photo by Tom Burkard)

Six WWW.? Champions Crowned

An unbelievable 7 dedicated WWW.?
contestants finished 2015 with a perfect 12for-12, by identifying all of the buildings
in our popular monthly contest. The
knowledgeable 2015 co-champions are
the defending co-champs from 2014, Pat
& Bill Scully, who have now won for 4
consecutive years, while Lisa Grankowski,

and Joan Fulham each notched their second
championship title. W. Tom Kross, won the
title for the fifth time (the most in history),
and first-time champions were Mary Agnes
Morris and Don Zrebiec. Congratulations to
all on a truly outstanding year in ‘15! Also,
congratulations to anyone who sent in correct
answers throughout the year!

Champions Comments
Pat & Bill Scully both agreed that our
last WWW.? of the year, the Parlin-DuPont
Employees Federal Credit Union was the
most difficult. Pat said, “We play the contest
because it’s fun. The paper is all about
local news and I enjoy the articles, and the
pictures are great!” Her husband Bill said, “I
like the mystery of looking for the different
places that are pictured each month. The
SA Times is a good paper!” W. Tom Kross
didn’t select a toughest photo of the year,
and said, “There were a few tough ones.”
He added that he plays the monthly contest
because “I’m 76 years old and it’s interesting.
It’ just knowledge that you’re old and have
been around awhile. “ He said he enjoys
reading The SA Times because “It’s the only
paper in town that has the accurate news.”
Mary Agnes Morris felt that the last photo
of the year was the toughest one to identify.
“That was really hard,” she said. She enjoys
playing the contest because “It’s just fun and
good for your memory.” Mary Agnes is an
avid SA Times reader because “I find it very
interesting, and it has things that are going

on. It’s better than any other paper!”
Joan Fulham also found the ParlinDuPont Employees Federal Credit Union
photo her biggest challenge of 2015. She said,
“I enjoy playing the contest.” She also said
that she reads The SA Times because “There’s
a lot of information and I enjoy reading it, and
look forward to it coming out each month.”
Lisa Grankowski found the English’s Sunoco
gas station to be the toughest. She enjoys
playing the WWW.? contest because “It’s
a fun thing to do.” She also said that “The
Times is all local information and history.
I love the Yearbook column and all the old
stuff. It’s a fun paper to read, and brings back
old time memories.” Don Zrebiec found the
last photo to be the most difficult to identify.
He said, “I love South Amboy and get a kick
out of trying to identify places around town.”
When asked why he enjoys reading The SA
Times, he replied, “It helps me keep in touch
with what is going on in town. You guys do
a great job! A little nostalgia, and it adds to
sitting down and having an enjoyable read.”

Students Named to Dean’s List at MCC

A total of 1,122 students were named to
the Middlesex County College Dean’s List for
Fall 2015. From Sayreville and South Amboy:
Sayreville
Nicole Lynn Raub, Nicholas J
Argiropoulos, Megan Taylor Aucone,
Mahrosha Azhar, Bushra Azmat, Matthew
J Batko, Sandra Z. Beshay, Sharon P
David-Mora, Claudette Exantus, James
Fasulo, Carly Galasso, Bishoy Elkot Ghaly,
Joshua James Guarnera, Huma HussainAbidi, Oyindamola H Ikolaba, Alex Jerez,
Christopher James Krieger, Khadijah A
Mahon, Michael Daniel Marcinczyk, Jason
Todd Martin, Nikolas R. Martini, Telley
Joelle Messavi, Timothy Marc Ortiz, James
Dear Editor,
Tyler Pappas, Lesly D Perez, Zenaida Perez,
John “Flip” Phillips article about Growing Janina Janelle Pierce, Nicole Lynn Raub,
up in South Amboy was interesting and his Stefani Elizabeth Randazzo, Ariel Elizabeth
recollection was accurate, whereby I recall Ross, Kalpit Deepakkumar Sheth, Tojleeya
the tourney and the Championship game in
New Brunswick where with seconds to go
we lined up in an I formation on the sideline,
and with the first player in the line breaking
THE SAT® IS CHANGING. WILL
for the basket, with the others breaking in YOU BE READY? Take Kaplan’s free New
the opposite direction, which confused the SAT Practice Test at Sayreville Public Library
opposing players and allowed our closest and find out! This practice run of the NEW
player go unguarded to the basket, and with SAT will take place on Saturday, February
a lob pass, we scored the winning basket. I 6 from 10:00AM to 1:00PM! Through this
believe the other coach was Doc Creamer one unique opportunity, students will take a fullyof the best basketball coaches in Middlesex proctored exam and will learn what to expect
County.
in a test-like environment. Practice test scores
PS. Claire McKeon Noble was one of the from this event can serve as an SAT score
cheerleaders for this team.
prediction for the student, prior to having to
Bill “Biff” McKeon (Formerly of South sit for the actual exam. This practice test will
Amboy/Sayreville) Indiana
take approximately 4 hours.

M Shuler, Hitanshu Soni, Salem Ismail
Sukkar, Amy Elizabeth Tengelics, John Paul
Tsaptsinos, Alicja Wisniowska, Tori E Yates.
South Amboy
Aaron E Beers, Kayla N. Cardona,
Jonathan M. Collazo, Ebony P Crawford,
Jeremiah Sean Crowley, Ronak R Dave,
Zohar Ozz Dayan, Kate Ennim, Natalie M
Ghigliotty, Amanda C Groc, Jessica L. Gulick,
Katie Hoff, Shanna Nicholle Hoffman, Joseph
Frank Jarock, Ofelia Marie Javelosa, Carina
J. John Klein, Melissa M. Kurtz, Amanda
Leigh Lavigne, Isiah Patrick Lozano, Victoria
M Mastrella, Amber Morgan, Komal Zehra
Naqvi, Caitlin Joan Norek, Amelia H. Reilly,
Danielle Alyssa Ruggiero, Lisa M. Savarese,
Thomas Michael Schnell, Rhiannon Smith,
James Joseph Soboczynski, Rizalina De la
Cruz Stacey, Denise Steiner, Amy Christine
Walczak, Katelyn Marie Walczak.

Kaplan’s NEW SAT Practice Test
Students will need to bring a calculator,
two #2 pencils, a snack and water. Students
and their families will receive their score
results by email from Kaplan within 2 weeks.
Students need to arrive by 9:45AM to
check in with the proctor. Students who are
late will not be admitted and will lose their
spot to someone on the waitlist.
For more information or to register,
contact Alaina at alainad@lmxac.org or call
732-727-0212 ex. 25. You may also register
online at www.sayrevillelibrary.org/!
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From The Parade Archives

1958-This interesting float caught the eye of thousands of parade watchers at South Amboy’s 50th
Anniversary Parade. (Photo courtesy of Doug Cortelyou)

Leprechaun Cheerleaders 4th In Country
The Sayreville Leprechaun Junior Pee
Wee cheerleaders competed in the Pop Warner
National Championships at the ESPN Wide
World of Sports complex in Disney World, FL
on Dec. 9, and finished 4th out of 15 teams
from across the U.S. The Cheer Director
is Sonya Pearson, Head Coach Kaitlyn
Freyer, Assistant Coach Jessica Crimmins,
Assistant Coach Andrew Hochron. The

cheerleaders are Jaden Kaiser, Jayden Mann,
Jasmine Gonzalez, Jaleigh Matos, Mya
Jackson, Khadirah Ismail, Kelley French,
Kylie Taeschler, Makayla Pugh, Heather
Pechulis, Christina Fritz, Crystal Margotta,
Emma Hochron. Congratulations Sayreville
Leprechaun Junior Pee Wee cheerleaders on
an outstanding season!

American Legion Lenape Post No. 211 Honor Guard members place a wreath on the grave of a Civil
War veteran during the “Wreaths Across America” ceremony, held on Dec. 12th at St. James Episcopal
Church Cemetery in Edison. Standing (l-r) Frank Sullivan, Robert Puchala, Larry Lios, Stanley
Drwal, Donald Yetman, Artie Valentino, Paul Kabara, Joseph Rudy, Charles Engelhardt. Kneeling
(l-r) Edward T. Strek, Richard Kosmoski. (Photo/info submitted)

Benson & Coughlin Measure to Facilitate
‘Med Sync’ For Prescription Drugs Now Law
Legislation sponsored by Assembly
Democrats Daniel Benson and Craig
Coughlin to make it easier for individuals who
need multiple prescription drugs to access
their medications has been signed into law.
“By making it more convenient for
patients to pick up prescription drugs, we
can increase the likelihood that people will
take the medications they need, which will
keep them well and reduce overall healthcare
costs,” said Benson (D-Mercer/Middlesex).
“This law is a simple way to move us toward
a healthier New Jersey.”
Medication synchronization, or “med
sync,” allows a patient to pick up refills for
all of his or her monthly prescriptions on the
same day instead of having to make multiple
trips to a pharmacy each month. Streamlining
refills has been shown to increase medication
adherence, thus lowering overall long-term
health care expenditures.
Because some insurers may deny claims
for a “short fill,” or less than a 30-day supply
of a drug, however, patients may be left to
cover the cost of these partial fills, which are
inherent to the synchronization process, said
Benson. Should a patient elect to align his
or her refills, the law (A-3331) will require
insurers to cover the synchronization of
prescribed medications under plans that
provide prescription drug benefits.
Under the law, insurers will be required
to:

(1) apply a prorated daily cost-sharing
rate to prescriptions a network pharmacy
dispenses for less than a 30-day supply if a
prescriber or pharmacist indicates the fill or
refill is in the best interest of the patient or is
for the purpose of medical synchronization;
(2) provide coverage for prescriptions to
treat a chronic illness dispensed in accordance
with a plan among the patient, the prescriber
and the pharmacist to synchronize the refilling
of multiple prescriptions for the patient; and
(3)
determine dispensing fees
based exclusively on the total number of
prescriptions dispensed and not on a prorated
basis.
The law will enable patients to
synchronize prescriptions without having
to pay a full month’s cost-sharing when
less than a month’s supply of medication is
dispensed until all medications are on the
same 30-day refill schedule.
“For some patients dealing with
conditions that require several medications,
making multiple trips to the pharmacy can
be burdensome, and in the case of those
with limited mobility, simply arranging to
get there may be difficult in and of itself,”
said Coughlin (D-Middlesex). “In addition
to being more cost-effective, synchronizing
refills will make it easier for patients to
access all their prescription drugs, making it
more likely that they will take medications
as prescribed.”
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Fishing Flashes
By Teo “Weebles” Weber

Salt Water
It’s the Weeblemeister once again, wishing
all a great fishing year for 2016. Surf fishing
in the ocean has been very good. They were
casting with lures and bait for Stripers at
Island Beach and LBI despite the cold.
There was good fishing at these locations
straight pass New Years. Some Big Bluefish
up to 15 pounds were mixed in. There are
lots of small Herring in this area and they
keep the fish biting. It will eventually end
when the real cold weather arrives. Stripers
range from shorts up to 30 pounds. The bay
is closed to Striper fishing until March 1st.
It seems just as well since they were hardly
catching anything. Party boats that fished for
Stripers were doing well. They went out all
over looking for Mackerel way off shore, but
didn’t find any. So now it’s party boat fishing
at the Mud Hole and Wrecks for a few Ling.
Some Cod and some decent size Blackfish
have been caught. New Jersey has had to
take a 25% cut in Fluke this year. This may
mean a reduced bag limit or a size increase.
It does not look good!
Fresh Water
It’s been cold but not cold enough for ice
fishing. When it does finally happen, the likely
spots to try are the coves in Lake Hopatcong
for Perch and Pickerel. Holdover Trout are a
possibility, especially when we had the mild
weather. Some Walleyes and Smallmouth
Bass were caught in the Delaware River in
different areas.

Trolley Tour

2015 was another great turn out for the South
Amboy Holiday Trolley Tour. The 5th Annual
Tour was sponsored by the City of South Amboy
and Historical Society of South Amboy. This
year, our historic tour guide, Joe Szaro had his
two grandchildren Kenny & Kayla along as
helpers. (Photo/info submitted)
A PRAYER FOR HEALING
Lord, you invited all who are burdened to come to
You. Allow your healing hand to heal me. Touch my soul
with Your compassion for others. Touch my heart with
Your courage and infinite love for all. Touch my mind with
Your wisdom, that my mouth may always proclaim Your
praise. Teach me to reach out to You in my need. Help me
to lead others to You by my example. Most loving heart
of Jesus, bring me health in my body and spirit so that
I may serve You with all my strength. Touch gently with
this life that you have created. Amen -B.S.
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The Smoke Column
By Ex-Chief Richard Kosmoski MS

PART #1
In recent years we have heard a lot
about Post Traumatic Stress Disorder
(PTSD) and we would normally associate
this term with the military. The military has
been haphazardly treating veterans with
these types of disorders since World War I
when it was called shell shock for lack of an
official diagnosis. The term PTSD was coined
during the Vietnam War and has been used
for serious mental issues associated with
traumatic events in battle. Unfortunately
for the veterans who were suffering from
these conditions, they were often ridiculed
and embarrassed for something their minds
could not overcome. Only recently has the
military started to understand the toll that war
takes on our soldiers and that PTSD is real.
Just like the soldiers fighting overseas,
firefighters are on the front lines serving and
protecting our communities every day while
exposing themselves to danger and seeing
things most people can’t even imagine.
Firefighters have been exposed to traumatic
events year after year without any debriefing
or counseling. We all have either experienced
a major traumatic event in the fire service or
know someone that has. A traumatic event
could involve just about anything, from a
firefighter who is a new father but was unable
to save a young child from a burning house
to a firefighter who is tasked with picking up
dead bodies after a mass casualty incident or
the emergency medical technician who has
to remove a mangled body from a motor
vehicle crash.
PTSD has been defined as an anxiety
disorder triggered by witnessing or
experiencing a traumatic event. It is
characterized as a dysfunction of the
body’s stress-coping system and could lead
to many different types of mental health
problems. These mental health problems
can cause emotional, cognitive, behavioral,
physiological, or spiritual reactions.

Some signs of PTSD may include:
guilt, shame or self-blame; feelings of
mistrust, betrayal, alienation and loneliness;
suicide thoughts and feelings; anger and
irritability; substance abuse; depression
and hopelessness; nightmares and trouble
sleeping; and physical aches and pains. For
a firefighter, these symptoms could come on
rapidly, or they could take weeks or years to
appear. Firefighter involvement in traumatic
events exposes them not only to the pressures
stemming from the traumatic event itself, but
also to post-traumatic emotional expressions
that result in secondary traumazation.
We owe it to every firefighter to not
only keep them physically healthy but also
mentally healthy.
PTSD is prevalent throughout the
emergency services and some surveys report
as much as 90% of the firefighters suffer
from some type of PTSD albeit mild in most
cases but can become severe after time and
following major disasters. Most people
think of fire fighters, emergency medical
technicians, and police as having a strong
mental capacity to absorb whatever they come
across without affecting them mentally. This
fact cannot be further from the truth. Ask any
first responder that has been on the job for
many years if there was one instance or fire
call that has affected them during their career
and their answer will surely be positive. It
doesn’t matter what level of authority the
person was in at the time, there is always
one call that sticks with you. For those who
have worked in emergency services for many
years, there may be numerous events that
keep coming back to haunt you.
A certain date, a familiar location, or a
related type of incident will bring back those
memories of a previous tragic incident. Some
of the emergency calls that we respond to,
that are traumatic in nature, can never be
forgotten especially if it involves children.
PART II next month

Past Business

One of South Amboy’s most recognizable landmarks and popular business establishments in history,
the Raritan Diner is pictured in all of its glory on Bordentown Ave. The diner was purchased and
moved to New York state many years ago, and at present, Carmine’s Barber Shop sits on the same
exact lot where the Raritan Diner had been for so long. (Photo courtesy of Ken and Joyce Elyea)

Sayreville VFW To
Host Classic Rock &
Oldies Dinner Dance

Sayreville’s VFW Post 4699 Auxiliary
will be the host for their benefit “Classic Rock/
Oldies” Dinner Dance, Saturday, March 19th
at the Post’s Jernee Mill Rd. home. Doors
open at 6 p.m., with an open bar, buffet dinner,
and the best in live “Live Classic Rock and
Oldies” music featuring Sayreville’s “Clem
and Friends” from 7-11 p.m. Tickets are
$40 per person. For tickets and info, contact
Carmen Delikat at 732-254-9425.
A PRAYER FOR HEALING
Lord, you invited all who are burdened to come to
You. Allow your healing hand to heal me. Touch my soul
with Your compassion for others. Touch my heart with Your
courage and infinite love for all. Touch my mind with Your
wisdom, that my mouth may always proclaim Your praise.
Teach me to reach out to You in my need. Help me to lead
others to You by my example. Most loving heart of Jesus,
bring me health in my body and spirit so that I may serve
You with all my strength. Touch gently with this life that
you have created. Amen -E.M.
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Cold Weather
Exercise
Exercising outdoors in cold weather can
be exhilarating. Even if skiing isn’t your
all-time favorite sport, you can have just
as much fun running, cycling, or walking
in winter time. Winter sunlight can revive
your spirits, and exercise in the cool, crisp
air can relieve the stress and tension related
to the busy holidays.’
There are special considerations to
remember for cold-weather exercise: Athletes
may not be aware of the loss of fluids in cold
weather, but the loss is real and potentially
dangerous. Athletes have similar hydration
needs year round, but many of them simply
don’t drink enough fluids during the winter
months. Sports nutrition experts advise
athletes to drink about one quart of noncaffeinated fluids for every 1,000 calories
expended each day. “Drink two cups of
fluid two hours before exercise and least 4-6
ounces of fluid every 15-20 minutes during
exercise. Don’t overdose. Exercise raises
body temperatures significantly and even a
moderate workout can make you feel as if
it’s 30 degrees warmer. The answer to this
is wearing several layers of loose-fitting thin
layers of clothes.
The first layer should be thermal
underwear made of a fabric that draws
perspiration away from your body. That
layer should not be cotton, as cotton holds
moisture next to your skin and makes you
feel cold and clammy. Your middle layer
should be a synthetic turtleneck and wool
sweater. Sweat pants or Lycra tights worn
over thermals will help keep your legs warm.
If precipitation is evident, your outer jacket
should be waterproof, wind-resistant, yet
breathable. Or for a short workout in dry
weather, just an ordinary windbreaker would
be suitable. Zippers make clothes more
adaptable for controlling the amount of air
you let in or for removing quickly. Mittens
are warmer than gloves. Fingers resting
against each other stay warmer than fingers
separated by the added air surface between
the fingers of gloves. Headgear is important
since you lose so much heat through your
head. Be sure to wear good running shoes,
with enough support and cushion.

Military News

Former South Amboy resident, Dylan Kuback,
completed basic training for the United States
Coast Guard in Cape May, New Jersey. Dylan will
be stationed in Charleston, South Carolina aboard
the Joshua James, one of the newest national
security cutters for the United States Coast Guard.
He is a recent graduate of Matanzas High School
and Daytona State College in Palm Coast, Florida.
Dylan is the son of Darren and Sheryl Kuback of
Palm Coast, Florida.
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Joe’s Smoke Shop
By John Phillips

Do I remember Joe’s Smoke Shop? Yes I
do, indeed I do. If you lived below the tracks
or anywhere near Broadway in the early
1950’s I bet you remember it as well. That’s
the place where you could get over a pint of
hand scooped Dolly Madison ice cream for
the price of a half of pint. I think the price
that I remember started from around twenty
cents and worked its way up to twenty eight
cents. Now you only got that much ice cream
when Joe was doing the scooping. If Joe’s
wife was behind the counter you passed the
shop by. Why? Well, she gave you a true
half pint. She even leveled it off to put the top
on. And, it was a good place to buy baseball
cards in the summer. They were a nickel a
pack, but sometimes Joe would give you
two for the price of one. Collecting baseball
cards? Well, that could be a story in itself,
I was really into it. Perhaps another story
that needs to be told in the future.
I remember that in the early or late
evening there was always a group of men
sitting in the back smoking, talking and
looking at newspapers. There was one guy
who was always dressed to the nines. His
shoes shined to a high gloss that would make
a Marine envious. I learned that his name (or

nickname) was Rocky, and rumor had it that
he was a “bookie” and that’s where he did his
business. Now I really don’t know this for a
fact, but that’s what the other kids told me.
Now on the corner of John Street and
Broadway, next to Joe’s, was a place called:
The Penny Corner. A lot of guys from below
the tracks hung out there in the evening to talk
and watch the traffic flow by on Broadway.
Why was it called the Penny Corner I don’t
know? I never saw any penny pitching in the
brief time I hung out there. Perhaps someone
reading this can tell us where the name came
from? My time hanging out there was brief.
They were all good guys but I was into
basketball and one day a classmate of mine
was walking on the other side of the street
bouncing a ball. He yelled across Broadway:
“Hey Flip want to shoot some baskets”? I
crossed the street and never went back.
That’s how I remember Joe’s Smoke
Shop. It’s sad to see it go. Sometime in
the future a kid will say to his dad or mom:
“What used to be there”? Then in time no
one will remember. As my mom used to say:
“Time and tide wait for no one”…..in time
everything passes into history. In this case
the history of South Amboy, my hometown.

Swedish Fish At Smokey Joe’s

Former South Amboy resident Patty
Mulligan shared her fond memories of this
well-known South Amboy landmark of the
past. “I remember going to Smokey Joe’s
on Friday afternoons with my allowance of

$1, and getting penny candy! (Swedish Fish
were 2 for a penny)! I literally would leave
with a small brown paper bag filled with over
100 pieces of candy.”

Looking Back At South Amboy 60 Years Ago
Researched By Tom Burkard

1956-William “Doc” O’Leary was mayor,
and Leon Wisniewski councilman-at-large.
Council members were Joseph Charmello,
John Howley, Jim Van Derveer, and
Jankowski. Other officials included: John
Mullane-City Solicitor, John Leonard-City
Treasurer, Frank Gordon-Tax Collector, John
Everitt-Police Magistrate, John Triggs-City
Clerk, John T. Gleason-Police Chief.
South Amboy had many businesses
in 1956 including Raritan Diner; William
Kurtz General Insurance; Chas. Komar &
Sons; Arky’s Pharmacy; Stanley Bottling
Works; Morris Credit Jewelers & Gift Shop;
Elias Luncheonette (formerly Astarita’s);
Beatrice’s Beauty Shop; South Amboy
Trust Co.; Zimmerman’s Union Food
Store; Miller, Bergen & Welsh Inc.; Raritan
Ironworks Inc.; Madura Pharmacy; Render’s
Calso Service; Brown’s Grocery; James A.
Harkins Real Estate & Insurance; S. Boyes
& Rug Cleaning Co.; South Amboy Auto
Parts; Reiner’s Hardware; Superior Auto
Seat Cover; Mason Funeral Home; The
Flower Shop; Terry’s Garage; Kurzawa’s;
Eagle Food Market; Pete’s Automatic
Maytag Laundry; Eddie’s Friendly Service
Station; Swan Hill Ice & Coal Co.; John

Dooling Electrical Contractor; Murphy’s
Cities Service; Lagoda Brothers Shell
Service Station; Eugene A. Morris Paints,
Oils, Glass; John Massing Esso Service;
Madsen & Leslie Roofing; Jack’s Restaurant
(located on Main St. & North Broadway);
Saunders-Neiltopp Mechanics, Lawn
Mowers & Motors; Julie’s Beauty Parlor;
Frank O’Connor Confectionery; Vince’s
Groceries & Delicatssen; Masterson’s Esso
Service Center; Daylight Bakery; Starlight
Diner; Greenspan’s Market; Frank S. Kaboski
Agency; Weiss Clothing; Modern Shoe
Service; Melrose Sales and Melrose Toy &
Sport Center; Frank’s Market; Marathon Bus
Line Inc.; Frank’s Radio; Lou’s Pastry Shop;
Hollywood Sales Co.; Bob’s Department
Store; Zall Bros. Inc.; Briggs Garage; Green’s
Men Shop; H. Oppenheim & Son; Raritan
Printing Co.; N.A. Nielsen & Son; William
O’Brien (sharpening); Steve Ur (slipcovers
& drapes); Christofferson & Sons; Sanitary
Ice Coal Fuel Oil; Metaline Production Co.;
Joe Novak CE & Surveyor; Air Electric Inc.;
William H. Lewis Plumbing & Heating.
*Note: There were many more businesses
in 1956, too many to include here.

Winter Memories

1960-Pictured is the frozen South Amboy Water Works pond, with people ice skating and enjoying
the winter weather. Does anyone remember when they used to flood the old Sixth Street tennis
court so it would freeze, and skaters had their own local “ice skating rink” to enjoy? If you have any
favorite winter memories or photos to share, please e-mail to: satimes@aol.com. (Photo courtesy
of John Ruszala)
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Obituaries

Bueno, Constance “Connie,” 84, of
Sayreville died on Dec. 31.
Carey, James V., 92, of South Amboy
died on Jan. 4.
Chapman, Linda, 63, of Sayreville died
on Dec. 11.
Corrigan, Margaret, 82, of Parlin died
on Dec. 29.
D’Agostino, Alfred R., 69, of South
Amboy died on Dec. 30.
Ennis, Margaret Koerner, 81, formerly
of South Amboy died on Dec. 5.
Federico, Lori A., 47, of Parlin died on
Jan. 12.
Groncki, Chester J. Jr., 77, of Sayreville
died on Jan. 15.
Gutkowski, Charlotte D., 90, formerly
of Sayreville died on Jan. 10.
Hockenjos, Marie, 82, formerly of
Sayreville died on Jan. 2.
Holsworth, Richard “Butch,” 76, of
South Amboy died on Dec. 31.
Jakimowicz, Alexander Jr. “Jocko,” 65,
formerly of South Amboy died on Jan. 12.
Karbowski, Paul Jr., 66, of Sayreville
died on Jan. 13.
Keating, Robert “Bob,” 83, formerly of
South Amboy died on Oct. 28.
Kreismer, Milton L. Jr., 83, of Morgan
died on Dec. 15.
Malinowski, Amanda D., 79, of
Sayreville died on Jan. 5.
Mankowski, Virginia “Jeanne,” 48, of
Sayreville died on Dec. 12.
McNally, Magalis Colon, 51, formerly
of South Amboy died on Dec. 24.
Okie, Michael “Mike” G., 52, of Parlin
died on Dec. 31.
Ritter, David W., 80, of Morgan died
on Jan. 6.
Roerig, Andrew H.,86, of Morgan died
on Jan. 8.
Russer, Judy E., 60, of South Amboy
died on Dec. 13.
Stanislawczyk, Andrew “Andy,” 69, of
Parlin died on Jan. 6.
Steffens, Charles, 91, of Parlin died on
Dec. 16.
Stoddard, John C., 67, of Sayreville
died on Jan. 9.
Szeszko, Eugene “Hack,” 84, formerly
of South Amboy died on Dec. 23.
Tomaszewski, Nancy Lehman, 71, of
Sayreville died on Jan. 12.
Zieseniss, Nancy, 59, of South Amboy
died on Jan. 3.

Poetry Reading At
Barnes & Noble

Local author and teacher, Michelle
Irrizarry Leonard, will be holding a poetry
reading at Barnes & Noble Booksellers in
East Brunswick, NJ on Saturday, January
16th at 12pm. The Poetess will inspire us
with a special reading from her poetry books
with a discussion of her writing process and
the creativity and imagination behind writing
poetry to follow. All ages are welcome
(children must be accompanied by an adult).
No registration needed.
Writing poetry and fiction has been
a passion for Michelle for most of her
life. She has published two poetry books,
“The Poetess: Poems of Love, Life and
Friendship,” and “The Poetess: Poems of
Inspiration” and most recently published
her first fiction novel, “Learning to Fly”.
Michelle is a Language Arts Literacy teacher
in Sayreville, New Jersey. She is a graduate
of Rutgers University where she earned her
B.A. in English, and Kean University where
she earned her B.A. in Education. All of her
books can be found on her website www.
thepoetessmichelle.com, Barnes & Noble.
com, and Amazon.

Adult Craft Night

Master Crafter Theresa Chuntz will
lead attendees in making two different kinds
of bookmarks at Sayreville Public Library
on Thursday, February 11 from 6:00 to
8:00PM! Simple sewing techniques will be
used to make a ribbon bookmark. Paperclips
and buttons will be used to make another
bookmark that is as cute as a button…literally!
For more information or to register, contact
Alaina at alainad@lmxac.org or call 732-7270212 ex. 25. You may also register online at
www.sayrevillelibrary.org/!
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On Saturday, December 12, the South Amboy Elks hosted a Christmas Party for many children and
parents of our Community. Children from the Sacred Hearts Elementary School, South Amboy
Elementary School attended. Six children and their parents that are sponsored for Camp
Moore (our special needs camp), also was in attendance. The music inspired great dances and singing.
The food was enjoyed by everyone. Santa brought his toys, candy and gifts that he shared with the
delighted smiling children. Exalted Ruler Mike Green, promises next year to be as wonderful for the
children as this year was. (Photo/Info Submitted)

What Vintage Sports
Cards or Memorabilia
Are In Your Attic?

Many people have vintage sports cards
and memorabilia collecting dust in their
homes, but do you know the value of these
items? Some of these items may have been
collected as a kid and some might have been
passed down from prior generations. Mr.
Michael Osacky, owner of Baseballintheattic.
com, will talk about vintage sports collecting
in the first portion of this Sayreville Public
Library event, and finish off by giving
personal, verbal appraisals for guests who
bring their own sports memorabilia. Saturday,
February 13 from 2:00 to 4:00PM.
Mr. Michael Osacky is the official
appraiser for athletes from teams such as the
Chicago Bulls and New York Yankees. He
has written articles and blogs for the New
York Times, Huffington Post, Kiplinger’s
Magazine, American Legion Magazine, and
Parade. Mr. Osacky has appraised world
championship collections from former NBA
and MLB athletes (Chicago Bulls and New
York Yankees) and is certified by the National
Association of Professional Appraisers
(NAPA). He is an active collector of Pre1970 sports cards, especially tobacco and
Cracker Jack baseball cards. Michael enjoys
interviewing professional sports' owners
such as Tom Ricketts (Chicago Cubs), Bill
DeWitt Jr (St. Louis Cardinals), George
McCaskey (Chicago Bears), and Shad Khan
(Jacksonville Jaguars).
For more information or to register,
contact Alaina at alainad@lmxac.org or call
732-727-0212 ex. 25. You may also register
online at www.sayrevillelibrary.org/!

Planning Your
Garden: Part I

Making a garden plan has an impact on
the production of your garden. Designing
the garden to create balance and beauty are
important steps which will be discussed in
this first part of the
“Garden Like a
Pro” Series at Sayreville Public Library on
Saturday, February 27 from 11:00 AM to
12:30PM. Expert gardener Marleny Franco
will discuss how complementary plantings
can increase production and help control
pests, strategies for picking your plants, plant
placement, crop rotation and the best way
to make your garden experience joyful and
relaxing. Guests will have an opportunity to
design their spring, summer and fall gardens
at this event with the help of a pro!
For more info on Parts II & III, and
to register for Part I, contact Alaina at
alainad@lmxac.org or call 732-727-0212
ex. 25. You may also register online at www.
sayrevillelibrary.org/!

Safe Computing

Find out how to protect your computer
from malicious software, use safe practices
when using email, keep your computer upto-date with the latest security and software
updates, and many other tips to ensure you
are being safe online! Let tech gadget guru,
Hank Loch, walk you through all of this in
this new class at Sayreville Public Library
on Wednesday, February 24 from 6:00 to
8:00PM!
For more information or to register,
contact Alaina at alainad@lmxac.org or call
732-727-0212 ex. 25. You may also register
online at www.sayrevillelibrary.org/!

Middlesex County College to Offer Intro to
Teaching Profession for Career-Changers
An information session on the New
Pathways teaching program has been
rescheduled to January 26 from its earlier
date. The New Pathways to Teaching program
has been created to allow individuals who
have not completed a traditional teachertraining program the opportunity to become
teachers through the New Jersey alternate
route system.
An information session will be held
at Middlesex County College on Tuesday,
January 26 to review the requirements
of the program, as well as certification
requirements.
This meeting will be from 6 to 8
p.m. in the Brunswick Room in Crabiel
Hall on the Edison campus. Please RSVP
by calling 732-548-6000, ext. 3144, or
emailingschoolrelations@middlesexcc.edu
and leave your name and phone number.
Parking permits are not needed and lot 1
has the nearest parking. In case of inclement
weather, visit the College’s website,
middlesexcc.edu, or call the Information
Line at 732-906-2555.

“Most of our participants have always
wanted to teach but, for one reason or another,
have not had the opportunity,” said Kimberlee
Hooper, director of the Office of School
Relations. “Others may have developed
this interest in teaching later in life, as they
are looking for a more meaningful career
helping others. Whatever their motivation,
New Pathways is the program that can help
them fulfill their dreams. We accept people
from a variety of academic disciplines with
a minimum 2.75 grade point average in an
undergraduate or graduate degree, and a
Certificate of Eligibility.
The Office of School Relations also
offers Introduction to Teaching, which is a
24-hour course that covers five weeks and
must be completed before applying for a
teaching certificate. The next Introduction to
Teaching class will begin on April 7 and will
meet for five consecutive Thursdays. Detailed
information about the New Pathways
program and the 24-hour course can be found
at www.middlesexcc.edu/schoolrelations.

The Tea World in
Africa

Africa may not be the first place you
envision when you think of tea. Most people
do not realize that African teas are highly
regarded and sought after. Learn about the
unique taste, flavor, and aroma of tea and
tisanes from Rwanda, Kenya, and South
Africa. Join us at Sayreville Public Library on
Saturday, February 20 from 2:00 to 3:30PM
as we discover the different tea cultures of
various African countries. There will several
African teas and tisanes to taste. Adults only,
ages 18+up due to very limited availability.
For more information or to register, contact
Alaina at alainad@lmxac.org or call 732-7270212 ex. 25. You may also register online at
www.sayrevillelibrary.org/!

Interviewing
Techniques

Wills & Power of
Attorney Seminar

Join Kenneth Vercammen, Esq. at
Sayreville Public Library on Monday,
February 22 from 6:30 to 8:00PM for a free
seminar to help you figure out all the basics of
wills, power of attorney, and much more. The
NJ Probate Law made a number of substantial
changes in probate and the administration of
estates and trusts in New Jersey. This helpful
seminar will cover the new Probate Law and
preparation of wills; 2015 changes in Federal
Estate and Gift Tax; NJ Inheritance taxes on
estates over $675,000; power of attorney;
living wills; and administering the estate/
probate/surrogate. Each attendee will receive
complimentary informational material.
Kenneth A. Vercammen is a trial attorney
in Edison, NJ. He is co-chair of the ABA
Probate & Estate Planning Law Committee
of the American Bar Association Solo Small
Firm Division. He is a speaker for the NJ
State Bar Association at the annual Nuts &
Bolts of Elder Law & Estate Administration
program. He is author of the American
Bar Association’s book “Wills and Estate
Administration.” Ken Vercammen, Esq. and
volunteer attorneys of the Middlesex County
Estate Planning Council provide Legal Rights
Seminars to hundreds of seniors, business
owners and their employees, unions, clubs
and non-profit groups.
For more information or to register,
contact Alaina at alainad@lmxac.org or call
732-727-0212 ex. 25. You may also register
online at www.sayrevillelibrary.org/!

Learn everything there is to know
about the interview process! Expert Garret
Gega, of the Middlesex County Workforce
Development Board (WDB) and Office of
Workforce Development, will discuss how to
effectively prepare for the interview process,
as well as how to follow up appropriately postinterview. Find out what employers expect
from you and what skills and behaviors you
need to demonstrate during the interview to
ensure that you stand out from the crowd!
This Sayreville Public Library presentation
will also cover resumés, how to avoid some
common resumé missteps, and how you can
get your resumé positively reviewed. Join
us on Tuesday, February 23 from 10:00 to
11:00AM.
For more information or to register,
contact Alaina at alainad@lmxac.org or call
732-727-0212 ex. 25. You may also register
The Ladies Auxiliary #4699 will hold its
online at www.sayrevillelibrary.org/!
monthly meeting on Jan. 26th at 7 p.m. at the
Post Hall on Jernee Mill Rd. in Sayreville.
There will be many items to discuss for the
A Blood Drive will be held on Sunday, new year. All members are invited to attend.
Jan. 31 from 8:45 a.m. to 1:15 p.m. at St. Mary Light lunch will be served. For more info
Church Cafeteria. Eat before you donate, and call 732-264-3041.
you must weigh at least 110 pounds.

Ladies Auxiliary
Meeting

Blood Drive-Jan. 31
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