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Dems Win In
Sayreville

Walsh, Bloom, Balka
Cop Board Seats In
Sayreville

Riley for Trump!

In the Sayreville Board of Education
race for three (3) year terms, John Walsh and
Lucille “Lucy” Bloom topped the field with
identical 6,831 votes, and Daniel S. Balka
drew 6,408 votes to win the election. Ryan
De La Uz tallied 3,123 votes.

Dan Buchanan

Ricci Melendez

In the Borough of Sayreville council
race for two, three year seats, Democrats
Daniel Buchanan and Ricci Melendez were
victorious, garnering 8,913 and 8,637 votes
respectively. Republican candidates Arthur
J. Rittenhouse Jr. recorded 7,121 votes, and
his running mate Christian Hibinski 6,882.
In the presidential voting, Hillary Clinton
topped Donald Trump, 8,766 to 8,479.

McLaughlin, Perez,
Simko Selected To
Board Of Ed

In South Amboy, the Board of Education
battle for three (3) year terms was won by
Ann Marie “Amy” McLaughlin 1,549 votes,
Raymond Perez 991, and Tyler Simko 960.
They were followed by Jessica Colacci 881,
and Samantha Seaman 645 votes. Kevin
Riley was uncontested for a one unexpired
1-year term, and chalked up 1,667 votes.

McLaughlin, Reilly, Dato Chosen In
South Amboy

Brian McLaughlin

Thomas Reilly

South Amboy featured only one
contested race, a 4-year term for Council
Ward 1, as Democrat Brian McLaughlin
easily outdistanced Independent Barbara
Pasternack, 689-161. Thomas Reilly, a
Democrat was unopposed for Council Ward
2, and received 600 votes for a 4-year term.

Sprague Retires

Riley Rone, who tragically lost his life in a motorcycle accident in May, was a big supporter of Donald
Trump. Richard Schnyderite Jr, a classmate of Riley’s wrote a letter to Mr. Trump explaining how
Riley supported him. Upon hearing Riley’s story Mr. Trump telephoned Riley’s parents Barbara and
Hugh Rone and wrote them two letters expressing his sympathy at their loss. In the above photos
(Barbara 2nd from right and Hugh right) are seen on the stage with Donald Trump at the rally held
in Hershey Pa.(Left photo) Barbara with Hugh at her side gave a heartfelt speech which included
her saying that “Mr. Trump said he would give up every penny he has if he could bring Riley back”.
They were also interviewed on Fox News (Right photo).(Photos Submitted)

South Amboy Business Leader Of The Year

Zusette Dato

Zusette Dato also a Democrat ran unopposed
for Council Ward 3, a 4-year post, and notched
751 votes.
Anthony Puccio (l) owner of South Amboy Pizza poses with South Amboy Mayor Fred Henry (r)
South Amboy voters favored Donald at the Old Bridge, Sayreville, South Amboy Chamber of Commerce Dinner where Anthony was
Trump for president by casting 1,870 votes named the South Amboy Business Leader of the Year! Congratulations Anthony. (Photo Submitted)
for him to 1,506 for Hillary Clinton.

Dems Win In
Middlesex County

The Democratic Party candidates
emerged victorious in the voting for Sheriff
and three Freeholder seats. Incumbent Sheriff
Mildred Scott won another 3-year term by
defeating Republican “Peter” Pedro Pisar of
South Amboy, 175,030 to 104,408. In the
Freeholder balloting, Democrats Blanquita
Valenti received 166,016 votes, Charles
Kenny 163,906, and Kenneth Armwood
161,899. Republican candidate Kathleen
“Katie” Calabrese notched 105,583 votes,
while running mates, Joseph “Joe” Scilleri
and Zhiyu “Jimmy” Hu received 105,439
and 96,989 respectively.

South Amboy
Workers Retire

The City of South Amboy saw the
retirement of two more dedicated and highlyregarded employees this year.
Mary Sue Felice, who worked for 30
years retired on July 31st. Mary Sue procured
and purchased all types of assorted equipment
for the police, firemen, Street Dept., and
office needs and supplies for all of the city
employees working at city hall.
Mary Kate Vacca also retired recently
after being employed by the city of South
Amboy for many years.
Congratulations on your outstanding
service to the community, and may you both
have a happy and healthy retirement!

Walsh Wins Title

South Amboy standout, Patrick Walsh
became the school’s first runner in history to
capture a cross country sectional title. Last
year he finished 2nd in a real battle to nearly
the end of the race, but this year was different,
and on Nov. 5th, he captured the NJSIAA
Central Jersey cross country individual
championship by finishing in a quick 16:09
(29 seconds better than last year’s time) to
top Mark Pasquariello of New Providence,
who clocked in at 16:17.10. Teammate Joe
Wells turned in a 9th place finish, and also
qualified for the group meet at Holmdel Park.
Congratulations!

Friends of South Amboy Charity Basketball Game

The 5th annual Friends of South Amboy charity basketball games at South Amboy high school. December 17th . Proceeds from this
event will benefit Breanna Hathcock, a local resident and South Amboy Middle High School graduate who is currently battling cancer.
2:00 pm - South Amboy Middle School Boys -vs- Calvary Christian
Vi s i t
h t t p s : / / w w w. f a c e b o o k . c o m /
Sayreville Police Dept. Detective Doug Sprague
4:00 pm - South Amboy Girls Varsity -vs- Calvary Christian
recently retired after over 30 years of service.
FriendsOfSouthAmboy/ for more information.
6:00 pm - Sayreville Boys Varsity -vs- Bishop Ahr
Congratulations Doug, and best wishes for an
8:00 pm - South Amboy Boys Varsity -vs- Calvary Christian
enjoyable retirement! (Photo by Tom Burkard)
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Pictured at the highly-successful Lyrics for Lucas Benefit Concert at Starland Ballroom are The
Lyrics for Lucas Board members Valerie Moran (l), Donna Hager (2nd from left), Lucas’ parents Al
DiGuilio (r) and Maria Markisello (2nd from right). Lucas, who was 22 months old, passed away on
Feb. 13, 2016 in his sleep, which was caused by Sudden Unexpected Death in Childhood (SUDC).
The Lyrics for Lucas Foundation was formed to raise awareness and funds for SUDC research and
to help develop a future in which SUDC no longer exists. (Photo by Tom Burkard)

Talk Of The Towns
By Tom Burkard

Mel Takes A Bride
Congratulations to Mel “Blackie”
Meszaros formerly of South Amboy, who
was married to Jeanette “Tuesday” Murphy
on Nov. 6th. Best wishes always to a great
guy, who is a very proud U.S. Marine Corps
veteran, and his lovely wife!
In Memoriam
Robert “Bob” Aucone, 78, of South
Amboy died on Oct. 12. Before retiring, he
worked for Charles Komar & Sons, and also
at Congoleum Corp. In addition, Bob did
some coaching in the South Amboy Youth
Leagues through the years. He was a great
guy and will be sadly missed. Joseph Szraga
Sr., 93, of South Amboy died on Oct. 21. He
retired in 1985 from Conrail/Amtrak in New
York Penn Station, where he worked for 42
years. Joe was a U.S. Navy veteran of World
War II, and a life member of VFW Post 645.
He was a member of the South Amboy First
Aid Squad, Brotherhood of Locomotive
Engineers, and South Amboy Senior Citizens.

John Ryniec, 87, of Sayreville died on Oct.
27. He served our country in the Army Air
Corps from 1947-50, and was also a longtime
firefighter with Melrose Hose Co. Marian
Presnal, 94, of Sayreville died on Nov. 2. She
was a Eucharistic Minister, CCD teacher and
member of the Rosary Society at Our Lady
of Victories Church. Before retiring in 1984,
she worked for the Middlesex County Board
of Social Services in New Brunswick and
Perth Amboy for 25 years. Paul Bulla, 75, of
Parlin died on Nov. 4. He served as Sayreville
Fire Chief in ‘82, and was a life member of
Melrose Hose Co. Paul was also a former of
the Melrose Baysiders Drum & Bugle Corps.
Bertha “Babe” Wilusz, 87, of South Amboy
died on Nov. 5. She was a kind and caring
lady who will be missed by all. Former South
Amboy resident Richard Wyzykowski, 51,
died on Nov. 8. He was a former member
of the South Amboy volunteer fire company,
and had many local friends and family who
will sadly miss him. Richard A. Servis,
85, formerly of South Amboy died on Nov.
9. Prior to his retirement, he was a selfemployed accountant in South Amboy, where
he practiced for 50 years. Rich was one of
the most genuine and nicest guys you could
ever meet. He was always upbeat and had
a kind word for everyone.
May they all be remembered for their
wonderful lives and good deeds on earth.

Eagle Scout Project

Attention South Amboy and Sayreville
residents. Please help with Troop 91 Scout
Erik Kuhn’s Eagle Scout Project Collection
for the Homeless. Items needed: Travel
toiletries, blankets, socks/gloves etc. Drop
off locations: Saint Mary’s Church and the
First Presbyterian Church of South Amboy.
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Business Of The Month
John Auto Center, Inc.

The John Auto Center, Inc. talented staff from (l-r) is Alex Shevtsov, Surjit Singh,(Owner) and
J. Singh. (Photo by Tom Burkard)

Nearly nine years ago, Surjit Singh
achieved his dream of owning and operating
an auto repair business. John Auto Center
opened in January 2008. It’s located at 272
North Stevens Avenue near Rollermagic
skating rink across from the Knights
of Columbus parking lot. Surjit and his
mechanics are ready to take care of your
car or truck, and will even help if your lawn
mower or snow blower needs attention.
They are all professionally certified to
repair foreign and domestic vehicles and
their repairs are 100% guaranteed. They
are certified to perform New Jersey state
inspections and John Auto Center is a
licensed auto repair and emissions repair
facility. Surjit loves working on cars old
and new, and he feels especially good about
solving problems and getting customers’
cars back on the road. He knows how
important it is for people to get their
vehicle back quickly. Surjit enjoys the small
town atmosphere of South Amboy where
people know their neighbors and there is
a community spirit. John Auto Center is
proud to support local police and civic
organizations in support of the community.

Surjit has been working on cars since
his junior high school when he changed
oil, fixed brakes,and replaced burned out
lights for his friends. His mechanics share
his passion for repairing cars and trucks
and helping customers get their back and
running. No job is too big and too small for
them to handle, from changing a light bulb
to replacing an engine. When a problem
occurs, they will thoroughly examine your
vehicle and come up with a diagnosis.
They’ll let you know what they’ve found
before they start work so you can make the
right decision. Winter is coming and you
should consider winterizing your car at John
Auto Center. They’ll check your antifreeze,
wiper blades, and cabinet filter. The next
time you need an oil change, stop in. It’s
only $24.95 for most cars. Surjit and his
staff will always give you a friendly greeting
and make sure you’re happy with the work
done. They’re open Monday through Friday
from 8 a.m. to 6 p.m. and Saturday from
8 a.m. to 5 p.m. To make an appointment,
call 732-727-8500 or stop in and say hello.
You’ll be glad you did.

Dowdell Library Receives History Grant

The Dowdell Library of South Amboy
will be digitizing local high school yearbooks
that have not yet been digitized with funding
provided in part by the Middlesex County
Board of Chosen Freeholders, through a
grant provided by the New Jersey Historical
Commission, a division of the Department
of State.
In addition, library staff will present a fun
historical program on Tuesday, November 29
from 6:30-8 pm, which will feature interesting

segments of local history such as the artwork,
photographs and thoughts of young adults of
that time, etc. Refreshments will be available.
The Dowdell Library hours are Monday,
Tuesday, Thursday from 10 am to 8 pm,
Wednesday and Friday from 10 am to 5
pm and Saturdays from 12-4 pm. For more
information on the Library, please visit www.
dowdell.org, or contact the Library at 732721-6060 or comments@dowdell.org.

Organ virtuosi Brenda A. Day, James
Little, Anthony Nardino, and Christopher
Deibert return to Saint Mary’s to play the
church’s historic 1883 Jardine and Sons Pipe
Organ. Hailing from Middlesex County,
these fine musicians represent some of the
very best performers in the state. Don’t
miss this opportunity to hear some of New
Jersey’s finest musicians perform on one of

New Jersey’s greatest pipe organs on SundayNovember 20, 2016; 4pm, at Saint Mary
Church, 256 Augusta Street, South Amboy
NJ, 08879. Free admission ($15 donation
appreciated) A Meet-the-Artist reception will
follow the concert.
For questions call MASM @ 732-8570202

A Festival of Organists!!

Pete Kenny Association Award Winners

The Pete Kenny Association held its annual awards day fundraiser on Oct. 15 at Murphy’s Shamrock
Inn in South Amboy. Congratulations to the following Honorees pictured here in no particular
order: Police Officer of the Year-Dennis McQuade, SAPD, Irishman of the Year-George Fuller, Col.
DBK P & D, Irish Woman of the Year-Mary Kate Vacca, City of South Amboy, Ret., Fireman of the
Year-Chief John Kelly, SAFD, Business of the Year-Sayreville Seafood, Meritorious Service AwardChief Chuck Pickard, SAFD, Special Service Award-S.A. Jim Ferriter, FBI, Ret., Samaritan of the
Year-Wade Kaboski, SA DPW, Life Saving Awards-Disp. Mark Hurley, SPD, P.O. Shawn McGrath,
SPD, P.O. Chris Engelbrecht, SPD, P.O. Jeff Taylor, SPD. (Photo by Joe Lotkowictz/info submitted)
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Yearbook-Sayreville 1971
By Tom Burkard

1971 was the year of the smile button, hot
pants, water beds, and a religious movement
among the youth that spawned the term “Jesus
Freaks.” “All In The Family” with Archie
Bunker ruled TV. “The French Connection”
was the best movie of the year. 18-year olds
got to vote for the first time. Frazier beat Ali
for the title. At Sayreville War Memorial
HS, several popular teacher were: Carol
Kadi, Colette Solinski, Steve Cserr, Richard
Denike, William Horne. Senior Class officers
were: Pres.-Craig Dowling; VP-Kathy Zeeb;
Sec.-Bridget Potthoff; Treas.-Kevin Corrigan.
Gail Esposito was Editor-In-Chief of the
yearbook. The Student Council consisted
of Pres.- Charles Cunliffe; VP-Greg Evigan
(World famous actor); Recording Sec.Kathy Barbieri; Treas.-Keith Dowling. Mary
Cegerenko was voted Homecoming Queen.
Sayreville had plenty of social activities
ranging from numerous clubs to the superb
athletic teams, as well as the Spring Musical
“Hello Dolly,” which featured Greg Evigan
and Donna Unkel playing the leads. Other
events were the Science Fair, Youth Week,
T.A.P., Blue & Gray Week, Trip to Italy, and
the fall play “Flowers For Algermon.” Some
of the huge Class of ’71 selected randomly
included: Diane Bailey, Rosemary Beavers,
Richard Bender, Beth Boehm, Linda Boehm,
Richard Boehm, George Bove, Jo Ann Brush,
Gail Carney, Mary Ellen Cannon, Carol
Chase, Howie Clark, Gary Cottrell, Edward
Covell, Daniel Deatherage, Charles Dooling,
Jim Dunn, Deborah Edelman, Theresa Eskra,
Daniel Farrell, Stephen Fischer, Cornelius
Fogarty, Mark Gawron, Kathleen Gulick, Jim
Hammer, Jack Humphrey, Marcia Jackson,

Janice Kreiger, Linda Krzyzanowski,
William Lockwood, Catherine Low, Patricia
Lis, Glenn Mahoney, Marie Malik, Denise
Manion, Michael Melnick, Lawrence Nagle,
Michael Noble, Gary Obit, Kathleen O’Brien,
Robert Palmer, Alexis Pohl, Valerie Popp,
Bill Rappleyea, Frank Rowley, Donna
Spezzi, Jim Shell, Robert Standowski,
Carl Zapoticzny. Three of Sayreville War
Memorial HS finest guitar players back in
‘71 were Eugene Crowley, Walt Moskal and
Jimmy Mathisen. The sports program had a
highly successful year, as the baseball squad
under rookie coach Norbie Smith captured
the County Tournament and the CJ Group
IV crown, finishing at 19-10-1. Some of
the many talented senior athletes included:
Bruce Buckiewicz, Kevin Corrigan, Dennis
Coyle, Greg Lyon, Dan Hockenjos, Anthony
Mancini, George Olszewski, Thomas
Roberts. In cross country, Ray Cerankowski
came in 1st place, 10 times, and set a new
course record of 12:45.5 after breaking the
previous mark 4 times. The field hockey
squad finished (8-1) and ranked #3 in NJ.
Mary Cegerenko and Susan Zarobinski
were co-captains of the cheerleaders. During
graduation week, The Rolling Stones ruled
the charts with “Brown Sugar” and Three
Dog Night’s “Joy To The World” was right
behind. Robert Miglin was Valedictorian, and
Gail Esposito the Salutatorian. Sayreville’s
Class of ’71 certainly produced some highly
successful people in the business world, and
also a top-notch professional actor/singer,
Greg Evigan. Many other class members
have also fared exceptionally well in their
chosen career fields.

The doors will open at the church on
Saturday, December 3 at 9 am with all
sorts of Christmas décor, gifts, cookies and
homemade lunch. Stop by for Christmas
spirit or gifts! We have a special Children’s
Room filled with gifts for children to do their
own shopping for new items – under $2.00.
Lunch will be served including hot dogs,

homemade soup, sandwiches, and desserts.
Tickets are being sold @ $1.00 for an
opportunity to win a handmade quilt, stocking
and a Lenox candle. The drawing will be held
at the closing of the bazaar at 3pm.
If you have any questions or are
interested in anything, please call Lori at
732-763-6232.

Trinity United Methodist Christmas Bazaar
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South Amboy Middle/High School Principal Dr. Patrick McCabe (center left) and US Army Sergeant
Corey J. Sanger pose with the school’s history club just prior to an assembly in which Sergeant Sanger
gave a presentation on the meaning and history of Vereran’s Day. The session also included a quiz on
the information presented and a question and answer session. The were very enthusiastic throughout
the presentation. (Photo by Brian Stratton)

The Day Of Infamy
By Rich Kosmoski

Quickly approaching is the SeventyFifth Anniversary of one of the most deadly
and cowardly acts of humanity ever to be
inflicted on the United States of America.
Few are still alive that can remember that day
in history and what they were doing when
they heard the news. I am talking about the
sneak attack by the Japanese Navy against the
United States Pacific Fleet and the military
bases in and around Pearl Harbor, Hawaii. For
three long hours, these areas were ravaged
by Japanese torpedo planes, bombers, and
fighter planes as wave after wave of these
planes came over the mountains with their
destructive armament.
The United States was not at war with
the Japanese or any other country during
this time, nor was it planning to do so. The
home port of the United States Pacific Fleet
was moved from California to Pearl Harbor,
Hawaii and was the reason so many ships
and personnel were stationed in that area.
Pearl Harbor is situated in such a way as to
protect all shipping inside the mouth of the
harbor from attacks coming from the sea.
Being there is only one entrance/exit to the
harbor, it was easily protected. Unfortunately,
this prevented many ships from escaping the
deadly attack on that fateful day but it would
have been fruitless due to the surprise of
the attack and the preparations necessary to
get these ships underway. Sunday mornings
aboard Navy ships is usually a relaxed
condition during peacetime. On this particular
morning, many of the ship’s company were
still ashore from Saturday night liberty,
preparations were being made for Sunday
religious services on board the ships, and
sailors who were not on duty/watch were
allowed sleep late. For many of these sailors
sleeping below decks, this led to their demise.
At 7:40 am on December 7, 1941, the
first wave of Japanese attack planes flew over
Hawaii and at 7:50am, the deadly attack on
Pearl Harbor commenced. Japanese bombers
came from the aircraft carriers which were
located 230 miles north of Oahu. These aerial
attacks continued until all their bombs were
dropped on the selected targets. The American
military fought bravely and heroically
attempting to save their fleet of ships and
their fellow sailors. Over 2,200 sailors were
killed in the attack, most of them while still
sleeping in their bunks below decks. The
largest loss of life came from the battleship
USS Arizona where 1,177 of her crew were
killed and entombed inside their ship.
Within an hour after the first wave of
attacks ended, a second wave was launched.
The first wave came from the western side of
the island while the second wave surprised
everyone because it originated from over the
mountains on the eastern side of the island. As
sailors attempted to rescue those trapped from
inside their burning ships and those thrown
into the burning fuel fires of the harbor, they
were once again brutally beaten down by the
incoming bombers.
Americans back in the States woke up
on Monday morning, December 8, 1941, to
read the headlines in the newspapers, “Japan
Declares War on U.S.” On that morning,
President Franklin Roosevelt delivered a
speech to Congress and the world where he
declares war on the Japanese.

For how disastrous these attacks were on
the United States Pacific Fleet, it could have
been worse. You may ask how could that be
possible? The Japanese Commander, Admiral
Nagumo, had planned this attack for months.
Even though he was successful in destroying
a large portion of the Pacific Fleet, many
of the facilities and ships were left intact.
He had hopes that the United states would
surrender following these attacks but all that
he accomplished was to “Wake a Sleeping
Giant.” What he failed to destroy were the
carriers, the largest and most effective ships
in the fleet. These ships were at sea during the
attack and sustained no damage whatsoever.
This allowed the US Navy to counter attack
with its own planes against the warships of
the Japanese Navy. Without these carriers, the
US Navy could never have been able to get
back into the fight for at least a year or more.
The Japanese bombers failed to bomb the
Navy oil supply tanks which held millions
of gallons of fuel to supply the warships.
The Japanese reasoning behind their failure
to bomb these targets is that once they were
bombed and caught fire, they would emit
massive amounts of black smoke. This black
smoke would obscure their targets from view
and they would not be able to see them.
The third mistake that the Japanese made
was by attacking on a Sunday morning. Yes,
many sailors were “sleeping in” but many,
many more were ashore on liberty for the
weekend far away from the attacks in the
harbor.
After President Roosevelt declared war,
American industries re-tooled rapidly to build
military equipment and supplies. Almost
immediately, men and women enlisted to
join the various branches of the military.
Factories were working around the clock to
build armament, tanks, ships, supplies, and
the infamous Jeep. Soon the American forces
were on the offensive both in the Pacific and
in the European Theater of Operations under
General Dwight D. Eisenhower.
Would we ever forget this horrendous
sneak attack and how could we prevent this
from ever happening again? It is almost
impossible to forget the events of December
7, 1941, but as time passes, those who were
witness to that day pass on, memories fade,
and history writes re-writes a new chapter.
Sixty years after the attack on Pearl
Harbor it became just a distant memory
for so many people. For those who thought
that our mighty country we would never be
brutally attacked as a country again received
a wake-up call on September 11, 2001. Were
we prepared for these attacks? NO! Were we
surprised that they occurred? YES! What do
we do in preparation for the next time? If we
fail to recognize and correct the events in
history that have caused harm to the United
States, we are doomed to repeat it!
On December 7, 2016, we will be
remembering those killed in the attack at
Pearl Harbor, the event that forced us to
enter World War 2. We must remember all
our American Patriots who fought in this
war, those who made the ultimate sacrifice
with their life in the pursuit of freedom and
those who returned home with the scars of
battle, scars that they carried their entire life.
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South Amboy Arts Presents Workshop

The City of South Amboy Arts District order to reveal the true dynamics of being a
is proud to present an afternoon with Thomas couple. He asserts that NINE-TENTHS of
M. Jones, author of Love Games: The problems in relationships have to do with the
Hidden Rules of Relationship.
MECHANICS not the PEOPLE.
The program is entitled: Exploring
Jones will offer an accessible guide
the Inner Workings of Successful
to show couples how to get what
Relationships. The author talk/
they need and want in partnership.
book signing/interactive workshop
Thomas M. Jones is a New
will be held downtown in South
York City psychotherapist in
Amboy Arts’ stunning new
practice for over three decades.
Broadway Gallery, on Saturday
He currently teaches and consults
February 18, 2017 from 1:00pm
with individuals, groups and
- 2:30pm. “This is an exciting
organizations worldwide.
time for us,” said Founding CoTickets are $20 and may be
Thomas M. Jones
Director, Diana St. John. “We
purchased at the door or online
are bringing national artists to our town to at www.southamboyarts.org. South Amboy
engage with our community, and the response Arts Broadway Gallery is located at 141 N.
has been overwhelmingly positive.” Jones’ Broadway, South Amboy, NJ 08879, just
fall tour and workshop series is based on the steps from the New Jersey Transit South
revised edition of his acclaimed book Love Amboy Train Station. For more information,
Games: The Hidden Rules of Relationship. In visit www.southamboyarts.org or call (732)
the book, Jones breaks through the fantasies, 753-9486.
illusions and expectations of relationships in

South Amboy Resident Gets Highest
Military Award

On Oct. 25th, the State of New Jersey
awarded combat medals recognizing the
services and sacrifices of several veterans
from nine counties at the Ocean County Mall
Brig. Gen. Michael Cunniff, adjutant
general of New Jersey National Guard, Lt.
Gov. Kim Guadagno and other officials who
are involved in veterans’ affairs throughout
the state attended the event. They presented
the New Jersey Distinguished Service Medal
and the New Jersey Desert Storm Medal
to Dr. Richard T. Malik for his service as
a Chief Petty Officer in Operation Desert
Shield and Operation Desert Storm. The N.J.
Distinguished Service Medal is New Jersey’s
highest military award.
Dr. Malik is a Physics teacher at Marlboro
High School in the Freehold Regional High
School District, and a retired military veteran
with over 22 years of service in the US
Navy and Army. His Decorations include:
Two Army Achievement Medals, Two Navy
Achievement Medals, Two Southeast Asia

Grave Blanket And
Wreath Sale

St. Stan’s Rosary Altar Society deadline
for orders for grave blankets and wreaths
will be Sunday, Nov. 27th. Three sizes are
available: Small 2 1/2 - 3 ft. - $23.00, Medium
3 1/2 ft. - $28.00, Large 4 - 4 1/2 ft. - $38.00.
Wreaths - $22.00.
Payment is due when order is placed,
please make check payable to: St. Stan's
Rosary Altar Society. Please mail to: St. Stan's
Church - Grave Blanket, 225 MacArthur Ave.,
Sayreville, NJ 08872. Kindly include your
name, address & phone number. You will be
very pleased with your selections. Pick up
date is Sunday, December 3rd, from 10:30
am to 12:30 pm in the parking lot behind St.
Stan's School.
For information please call: Bernadine
732-257-3077, Julie 732-254-4908 or Alfreda
732-257-4839

Service Medals, War on Terrorism Medal,
National Defense Medal, Four Sea Service
Deployment ribbons, Meritorious Unit
Commendation, Three Navy Good Conduct
Medals, and Three Army Good Conduct
Medals.
Dr. Malik has also been appointed as
the Assistant Chair for the Middle States
Association Systems Evaluation of all 28
High Schools in Prince George's County
Public School System in Upper Marlboro,
Maryland next month. He will lead a team
of 18 educators in the largest evaluation ever
conducted by the Middle States Association
of Secondary Schools.
Dr. Malik resides in South Amboy, New
Jersey, where he also served as a School
Board member, High School Vice Principal,
teacher, and coach. He is a graduate of Saint
Mary’s High School (‘83).

Victorian Parlor Games

During the 19th century, Victorians
spent many long winter hours entertaining
their guests with conversation, music, drink
and parlor games. We will play several
Victorian parlor games as well as learn
which refreshments were served during a
typical Victorian evening with family and
friends. Enjoy this fun, educational program
at Sayreville Public Library on Saturday,
December 3 from 2:00 to 3:00 PM.
Light refreshments will be served.
Adults only, please. For more information
or to register, call 732-727-0212 ext. 12 or
register online at www.sayrevillelibrary.org/!

Patriotic Show Trip

The OLV Senior Group is sponsoring an
evening trip to Hunterdon Hills on July 15,
2017 to “The land We Love,” a new patriotic
show. The cost of the show is $125 which
includes the show, a delicious dinner, bus
transportation and bus driver gratuity and
snacks on the return trip. For information
or to reserve a seat please contact Carmen
at 732-254-9425.

Trip to Sight and Sound – Jonah

The OLV Senior Group is sponsoring a at Shady Maple, bus gratuity, and snacks.
trip to Sight and Sound to see the play Jonah For further information or to reserve a seat,
on Thursday, April 6, 2017. The price of the please contact Teri at 732-727-7639.
trip is $150.00 which includes the show, lunch

December Events At Dowdell Library

Holiday Open House and Cooking Class
The Dowdell Library of South Amboy
invites you to join us for our annual Holiday
Open House Monday, December 5 from 4-8
pm. Join us as we kick off the holiday season
with this fun and festive event. From 4-6 pm
MIY (Make It Yourself) fun for all ages and
from 6-8 pm, enjoy holiday festivities with
music, door prizes and refreshments!
Millennials ages 18-34, join us on
Tuesday, December 13 from 6:30 – 8 pm
for a hands on cooking class and learn how
to turn simple ingredients into fast and
delicious appetizers and desserts! Space is
limited, so please call 732-721-6060 or email
comments@dowdell.org
The Dowdell Library hours are Monday,

Tuesday, Thursday from 10 am to 8 pm,
Wednesday and Friday from 10 am to 5
pm and Saturdays from 12-4 pm. For more
information, please visit www.dowdell.org,
or contact the Library at 732-721-6060 or
comments@dowdell.org.
PRAYER TO THE BLESSED MOTHER
(Never known to fail) Oh, most beautiful flower of
Mt. Carmel, Fruitful vine, splendor of Heaven, blessed
Mother of the Son of God, Immaculate Virgin, assist me
in my necessity. Oh Star of the Sea, help me and show
me, herein you are my mother. Oh, Holy Mary, Mother of
God, Queen of Heaven and Earth! I humbly beseech you
from the bottom of my heart to succor me in this necessity.
There are none that can withstand your power. Oh, show
me herein you are my mother. Oh Mary, conceived without
sin, pray for us who have recourse to thee (3 times). Holy
Mary, I place this cause in your hands (3 times). Say this
prayer for 3 consecutive days. You must publish it and
it will be granted to you. Thank you. -M.M.
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Thanksgiving Day, November 28, 1963
By Elaine Holton Scott

It was really surprising for the Macy’s
Day Parade not being canceled…same
with the scheduled football games, both
traditional holiday events. I had read the
reason they weren’t canceled was that people
needed to feel happy about something. Most
Americans, though, couldn’t feel anything
but sorrow that Thanksgiving Day in 1963.
Just six days before, on November 22nd,
President John F. Kennedy was assassinated
in Dallas, and before his body had a chance
to get cold, the not so likeable Lyndon Baines
Johnson was sworn in as our new President.
Two days later, on November 24th, Lee
Harvey Oswald, said to be the man who
shot JFK, was killed on “Live” television by
Jack Ruby. I was watching TV along with
millions of other Americans that day and saw
it all happen. Fifty three years later, I still
find it incredible how anyone at all could
be shot to death while the world watched…
and how a guy as stupid looking as Oswald
could kill our President on his own. Then, on
November 25th, our hearts seemed to weep
at the sight of John F. Kennedy’s flag-draped
casket being saluted by his not quite 3-year
old son, “John John,” as it was carried from
St. Matthew’s Cathedral in Washington, DC.
How then could it be expected for anyone,
Democrat or Republican, to feel “happy” just
a few days later?
I had turned 16 just a month and a half
before President Kennedy was assassinated.
At that time, like other teenaged girls, I
was excited by all the beautiful clothes,
accessories, and hairstyles of the lovely First
Lady, Jacqueline Kennedy. New anything
didn’t come easily so I was still particularly
proud of my Pillbox hat and the long gloves I
had gotten the year before…just like “Jackie”

had always worn. Then, in a flash, Jacqueline
Kennedy left the White House, replaced by
Lady Bird Johnson who was more interested
in ridding our roads of billboards than she
was in fashion. Style was out; dowdiness
was in…and so was Vietnam. More than
JFK had been assassinated that November
day in 1963. With his death, the innocence
of all “Baby Boomers” was “killed off” too.
Compared to prices in 2016, the cost of
living in 1963 seems so low that it’s almost
unbelievable. According to information I
found online, the average annual income was
$5,623, while the minimum wage was $1.25
per hour. The price for a first class postage
stamp was 5 cents, and making a local call
from a pay phone cost a whopping 10 cents,
raised not long before from 5 cents. A gallon
of gasoline ran 25 cents, a greeting card 10
cents or 25 cents for “expensive” ones, and
a one-size only box of Tide cost 19 cents…
yes, 19 cents. While the price of Marlboro
cigarettes was raised to 35 cents a pack, a
bottle of Coca Cola could still be bought for 5
cents. Going out to eat was still rare for most
people back then but a chicken dinner at a
drive-in cost 59 cents while a shrimp dinner
at a “sit down” restaurant cost about $1.30,
and a McDonald’s Big Mac cost 28 cents.
As for the cost of a Thanksgiving meal
in 1963: an “oven ready” turkey had cost 39
cents a pound; a loaf of Wonder Bread (to
make the “stuffing”) ran 22 cents; potatoes
were 4 cents a pound, sweet potatoes cost
29 cents for 3 pounds, and onions 29 cents
for two pounds. Two cans of Ocean Spray
cranberry sauce (16 ounce cans) cost 33 cents;
two cans of corn cost 25 cents; and two 29
oz. cans of pumpkin to make the pumpkin
pies cost 39 cents.

The assassination of President John
F. Kennedy on Nov. 22, 1963, shocked
the entire world. Students and faculty
members at St. Mary’s High School were
also saddened by the news, and student
Lois Batruk wrote the following excellent
poem, “A Nation’s Shock” for the school
newspaper, “The Crown.”

The December meeting of the 20162017 OLV Seniors will be held on Friday,
December 9, 2016 at 1:30 PM in Monsignor
Hall. After our business meeting, we will
have our members-only Christmas Luncheon.
Dues must be paid for all regular and new
members to participate in the luncheon. The
cost of the luncheon is $12.00 which must be
paid prior to the meeting. Call Mary Bouchard
at 732-727-5056 to make a reservation and to
send payment. No reservations will be taken
after December 4, 2016. Wear your festive
Christmas outfits for the meeting.
Payment is due for the Jonah trip.
Deposits of $20 for a day trip and $50 for
a multi-day trip are due for all other OLV
Senior trips. For information on our trips
call Teri at 732-737-7639.
Membership will close at the end of
December for the 2016-2017 year which
runs from September to June.
Non-perishable food items are needed
for the St. Vincent de Paul Society food bank.
For further information, please contact
Teri Yetsko at 732-727-7639.

A Poem
Remembering JFK

A Nation’s Shock
By Lois Batruk

A sunny day, a Texas town
A shot rings out- a man falls down
A speeding car, an entrance door
A valiant fight; he lives no more.
A swearing in, an airplane ride
A widow’s grief, a bond untied
A nation’s shock, a fervent prayer
A Capitol where people stare.
A saddened trip, a Mass is said
A hymn is sung, a eulogy read.
A three-mile ride, a tolling bell
A kiss goodbye, a last farewell
An empty room, a man’s quick stride
A chair is filled, a tear is dried.
Knowing where he should begin
A nation starts to live again.

OLV Seniors
December Meeting

The Ancient Order of Hibernian's, Col. David B. Kelly Middlesex Division I, South
Amboy at the AOH Memorial in Ireland. Pictured (l-r) Mike O'Hare, Frank Farrell Sr.,
Mark Hurley, Joe Campbell, Don Stoval, James Riehl Sr., Richard Egan, Timothy Reardon,
William Gerish, Ronald Sturgis, and Robert Masterson. Not pictured, Frank Campbell.
(Photo/Info Submitted)
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Old Friends

This past July, lifetime friends (l-r) Jim Kopystecky, Tom Mulvey and Mike DeLucia had a great time
at the Red Bank Car Show. (Photo courtesy of Jim Kopystecky)

Emily Rand
Fundraiser

On Saturday, December 3, 2016 from
7:00 pm-12:00 am at Sacred Heart Memorial
Hall, 529 Washington Avenue, South Amboy,
NJ 08879 a fundraiser will be held for Emily
Rand.
Cost:$20 donation includes Food,
Beer, Wine and Soda, Under 21 yrs old
$10 donation Food and Soda, Under 12 yrs
old Free. There will be Basket Raffles and
a 50/50. Entertainment by Deejay Chris
Cartuneo and The band “Split Decision.” To
purchase tickets please call: Bob 908-2964254 or Dawn 732-343-1896. All proceeds
raised will be used to help offset the cost of
medical expenses.

Breakfast With Santa
December 18

South Amboy Knights of Columbus
Council 426 hold their annual Breakfast With
Santa Sunday December 18 from 9 a.m. to
11:30 a.m.at 308 Fourth St. South Amboy.
Enjoy a hot breakfast with your family and
bring your camera to take pictures of your
children with Santa Claus. Cost is $8 Adults,
$3 Children 2 to 12, under 2 FREE. For more
information call 732-721-2025.

Members Of Post &
Unit 211

American Legion Auxiliary Unit 211
Children’s Christmas Party will be held on
Sunday, Dec. 4th from 1-3 p.m. at the Post
Home, 240 MacArthur Ave. The party is for
ages birth to 10 years, and is for children,
grandchildren, and great grandchildren of
Legion and Auxiliary members only. The
child must attend party in order to receive
a gift. Please pick-up, fill out, and drop
completed registration form in the Gift
Wrapped Box located in the Post Home.
Deadline for registration is Nov. 26.

Trip to Norfolk’s
Azalea Festival

The OLV Senior Group is sponsoring
a trip to the Azalea Festival in Norfolk,
Virginia from April 27 – 30, 2017. The trip
includes 3 nights lodging, 3 breakfasts, and
three full course dinners. Shows include the
Virginia International Tattoo Show and the
NATO Parade of Nations with reserved seats.
Passengers will also visit the Norfolk Naval
Base, MacArthur Memorial and more. The
price of the trip is $590.00 which includes the
above plus bus transportation, bus gratuity,
and snacks. For further information or to
reserve a seat, please call Carmen at 732254-9425.
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The SA Times 2016 Favorite Pooch contest winner “Spirit Dakota” with his best friends (l) Anna
Palfey and Joe Bielak (2nd from left) along with Poochie Doo owners Jean Marie Pelkowski (r) and
Phyllis Greywolfe (2nd from right). “Spirit” was pampered at Poochie Doo and also received a gift
bag. “Spirit” is also the official Civil War dog proclaimed by the National Parks in honor of the 150th
Anniversary of the Civil War. (Photo/info by Brian Stratton)

Mater Dei Prep Receives $10,000 Model
Classroom Grant

On Thursday, Oct. 13, Mater Dei Prep
received a $10,000 model classroom grant
from the OceanFirst Foundation to purchase
integrated technology for the high school’s
Emerging Global Leaders Institute EXCEL
Program.
The EXCEL (Educational Experiences
Creating Emerging Leaders) Program
teaches real-life resolution and mediation
skills, as well as international peace
leadership to sophomores,
juniors and seniors seeking
a rigorous elective track.
The program currently
consists of two courses:
Conflict Resolution/Peer
Mediation and International
Peace Leadership. Students
who successfully complete
these courses will receive
certification in Conflict
Resolution or International
Leadership, respectively.
This program, led by
George S. Anthony, an
educator at Mater Dei
Prep and a United Nations
NY Representative for
Pathways to Peace, is
designed to provide the tools
for students to own the change they wish to
see in the world. Mr. Anthony believes, “when
you give students the necessary skills to build
better communities, they take ownership
regarding their impact and responsibilities.”
The Emerging Global Leaders Institute
provides intensive but rewarding training in
effective communication, peer mediation,
community building, conflict resolution and
global perspectives. Students are taught in
a "train the trainer" format to provide them
with opportunities to facilitate training both
locally and globally.
The grant funds will help purchase
MediaScape, a technology table developed
by Steelcase, a leading business furniture
and equipment developer, and adapted for
educational settings. The table can seat up
to six students at a time and consists of a
Wi-Fi monitor and puck system, allowing
students to plug in using their own devices.
Students can then virtually chat with other
students and partners from around the world

seamlessly as a team.
Mr. Anthony, who serves as co-chair for
the UN NGO International Day of Peace:
Education Peace Team, expects the students
to use the new technology to work on a
local level with younger grades on positive
leadership and anti-bullying initiatives.
Globally, students will work with the UN
NGOs, supporting their 15-year plan for
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs).
In 2015, more
than 190 world leaders
committed to 17 SDGs
to help the world end
extreme poverty, fight
inequality & injustice,
and fix climate change.
“We each have a role
to play if we’re going
to achieve these goals
of a more prosperous,
equitable,
and
sustainable world,” said
Mr. Anthony.
OceanFirst
Foundation was created
in 1996 with a onetime endowment of
$13.4 million approved
by OceanFirst Bank
depositors. The foundation offers grants
to organizations throughout central New
Jersey. Since its inception, the foundation
has provided more the $27 million in grants
to hundreds of local charities and schools.
The 2016 Model Classroom Grant was
one of 15 awarded to elementary, middle and
high schools from Monmouth and Ocean
counties out of 86 applicants. Mater Dei
Prep’s grant proposal was written by Nikki
Tierney (MD ’90), a Rutgers Law School
graduate and mother of four – including
triplets who are currently juniors at Mater Dei
Prep – and Catherine Cunning, a professional
grant writer and friend of Mater Dei Prep.
For more information about the Emerging
Global Leaders Institute, or about Mater Dei
Prep’s other innovative programs, please
call 732.671.9100 or visit materdeiprep.org.
Registration is now open for Mater
Dei Prep’s fall Open Houses. Please visit
materdeiprep.org to register today.

Recently teachers from the South Amboy and Sayreville school districts collaborated at Sayreville
University for the "Fostering Intellectual Engagement" workshop. The workshop discussed
implementing strategies into future lessons and Barbara DeSantis shared Tech Tools and Websites
to foster student engagement. (Photo Submitted)
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Local Author Releases New Book
By Tom Burkard

South Amboy author Joe Coakley both the victims and the killers.
recently released his first book titled “No
The author said that his book took 20
More Alive-The Murder Of Roman Smith.” years “on and off” to research, and about a
Joe was doing his family history, and ran year to type.” He added, “I hope that someone
across a story about the murder of Roman with an interest in the case will come across
Smith, who was his great uncle. He said, the book and use it for a research source. I
“I was fascinated with the
also wrote it because there are a
crime, and began researching
lot of Smith family descendants
it by looking at old newspaper
still living in East Brunswick
clippings.” Joe says “My book
and the area.”
is an eyewitness account of the
Joe Coakley is a 1969
crime. Roman Smith’s wife
graduate of Sayreville War
was also a victim who was tied
Memorial High School, and
up and beaten, but survived
currently serves as Treasurer of
the ordeal. This is still talked
The Historical Society of South
about in East Brunswick, even
Amboy. In addition, he is a
though it happened about
Trustee of the East Brunswick
100 years ago. In addition,
Museum and member of the
it received national attention,
East Brunswick Historical
being mentioned in the New
Society. Joe said that “I’m a
York Times and local daily
history buff.”
Joe Coakley
newspapers.”
Keep in mind that the holidays are
“No More Alive-The Murder of Roman quickly approaching, and “No More AliveSmith” is the true story of the murder of East The Murder of Roman Smith” will make a
Brunswick farmer Roman Smith, as seen terrific gift for the avid reader. Order your
through the eyes of the people who lived it, copy now at Amazon.com.

The Smoke Column

By Ex-Chief Richard Kosmoski, B.A., M.S.

PART 1. This month’s article will be
interesting to those who are traditionalists. I
personally have found the research in writing
the article to be interesting, informative, and
factual. As a traditionalist myself, I don’t
like to see century old traditions in the fire
service go by the wayside. Unfortunately, we
know that the fire service constantly evolves
with new equipment, strategy, tactics, and
personnel and we have to be open minded
about those principles. But there is a place
where early traditions should still remain a
part of our firefighting history. This month,
I will make you aware of some of those long
standing traditions.
When a fire company receives a new
piece of firefighting equipment, a ceremony
is usually held to mark this event. When for
the first time, the apparatus is placed inside
the firehouse, the members ceremonially push
the apparatus in by hand backwards. WHY?
Because back in the 1800’s when horse
drawn steam engines were in use and they
returned to the firehouse after a call, the horses
couldn’t push the wagons in backwards. So
the firefighters would have to disconnect the
team, push the wagon in by hand, then place
the team of horses in front of the wagon and
be ready for the next run.
The Maltese Cross is known around the
world as a symbol of the fire service. It has its
origins going back to the era of the Crusades
and is named after the Island of Malta, located
in the Mediterranean Sea. To help to identify
friend from foe during the fighting, they
needed a symbol that could identify them.
Because of their ability to fight fires, the pride
and honor they took in the care of their sick
and injured, the Maltese Cross evolved into
a fitting symbol of the modern fire service.
Over time, the cross has come to represent
the principles of charity, loyalty, gallantry,

generosity to friend and foe, dexterity of
service and protection of the weak all of
which are the traits of a fire fighter.
Red Fire Engines date back to the 1800’s,
a time when there was much competition
between fire brigades of neighboring cities
and towns. The firefighters of each brigade
took great pride in their apparatus. They
wanted their rig to stand out by being the
cleanest, having the most brass, or being
a regal color. Because red was the most
expensive color at that time, it was the
choice for fire engines. Throughout the years,
surveys have been conducted as to which
color would be more visible on the highways
but the color still remains a matter of choice.
Today you can find fire engines in any color
of the spectrum and with multiple accent
colors, decals, and emblems.
The Dalmatian Dog is one of the most
beloved and recognized symbols in the fire
service. Unfortunately, there is very little
information as to the early history of the
Dalmatian. Not having the qualities of a
hunting dog, they were mostly found in the
stable areas of fine homes. These dogs became
very acquainted with the horses in the stables
and were not afraid of them. They were
adopted by firefighters in the early days of
the horse drawn fire wagons for their superior
agility and endurance. They were able to run
ahead of the horse drawn fire wagons and clear
the streets for the approaching fire wagons.
As time passed and horse drawn wagons
were replaced by gasoline powered vehicles,
many fire departments kept their firehouse
Dalmatian Dog as their mascot. Today you can
see them proudly riding atop fire apparatus
in many parades and ceremonies. No doubt
why they are the favorite dog of fire fighters.
PART 2-Next Month

Free Family Movie
Matinee December 4

South Amboy Knights of Columbus
Council 426 are showing the movie "The
Polar Express" Sunday afternoon December
4 at 2 p.m. at 308 Fourth St. South Amboy.
Free admission, but this is a ticketed event.
Tickets will be issued on a first- come, firstserve basis. Snacks and beverages will be
sold before and after intermission. For more
information call Daniela at 201-240-2843 or
the Knights of Columbus at 732-721-2025.

Shopping Spree

Donna Standowski (r) and Ellie Lesinski are
pictured at Great Adventure on Nov. 6th at the
Susan G. Komen Breast Cancer Walk. This is
Donna’s 15th year of doing the walk for a cure. This
is Ellie’s 15th year as a breast cancer survivor. Great
job! (Photo/info courtesy of Clem Skarzynski)

The Friends of Sayreville Public
Library is hosting a Small Business Saturday
Shopping Spree on Saturday, November 26,
2016, 11:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m. at the Sayreville
Public Library, 1050 Washington Road,
Parlin, NJ. The event is located in the main
lobby, conference and young adult rooms,
featuring Handmade Crafters & Direct Sales
Vendors from our community. Friends of the
Sayreville Public Library Membership will
be available.
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Grand Opening-Soul Sisters Cakery Cafe, located at 112 South Broadway in South Amboy, held its
Grand Opening on Oct. 29th. Pictured (l-r) is Susannah Liszewski, Mayor Fred Henry, who was on
hand to cut the ribbon, owner Dana DiFranza, Councilman Tom Reilly, and in back of Mayor Henry
is Councilwoman Zusette Dato. (Photo/info by Joe Lotkowictz)

Hunterdon Hills Trip

The OLV Seniors is sponsoring an
afternoon trip to Hunterdon Hills on June 8,
2017 to see Legends of POP which includes
music from Elvis, Neil Diamond, Bee Gees
and more. The cost of the trip is $115 which
includes the show, bus transportation, bus
driver gratuity, delicious meal and snacks on
the return trip. For information or to reserve
a seat please contact Finita at 732-721- 5081.

Trip to the Sands

The OLV Senior Group is sponsoring
2 trips to the Sands Casino in Bethlehem,
Pennsylvania. The dates are: Sunday,
February 26, 2017 and March 19, 2017.
The cost of the trip is $35. You will receive
a $20 slot voucher and $5 food voucher.
Please contact Carmen at 732-254-9425 for
information or to reserve a seat.

Pictured is the construction of the new playground equipment that was installed to replace the
antiquated at Raritan Bay Waterfront Park. The children are now enjoying this excellent upgrade.
(Photo/info courtesy of Joe Lotkowictz)

Holiday Craft Fair

The Catholic Daughters of America will
Food and drinks will be available for
hold a Holiday Craft Fair at St. James Church, purchase. Crafters and Vendors call Mary
Woodbridge NJ (lower level) on December Ellen 908-294-0146 for information.
3rd, 2016 9am-3pm, $25 per table.

Trip to Hunterdon
Hills Patriotic Show

The OLV Senior Group is sponsoring an
evening trip to Hunterdon Hills on July 15,
2017 to “The land We Love,” a new patriotic
show. The cost of the show is $125 which
includes the show, a delicious dinner, bus
transportation and bus driver gratuity and
snacks on the return trip. For information
or to reserve a seat please contact Carmen
at 732-254-9425.

Pittsburgh/Cleveland

The OLV Senior Group is sponsoring a
trip to Pittsburgh/Cleveland from July 10 –
14, 2017. The price of the trip is $725 which
includes the bus transportation, bus driver
gratuity, lodging, 4 breakfasts and 4 dinners.
Points of interest include: Flight 93 Memorial,
Frank Lloyd Wright’s Fallingwater, tour of
Phipps Conservatory and Botanical Gardens,
rock and Roll Hall of Fame and much more.
For further information or to reserve a seat
please contact Teri at 732-727-7639.

Grand Opening-Empanadas ‘n More, located at 3602 Rt. 35 North (corner of Catherine St.) South
Amboy, held its Grand Opening on Nov. 9th. Pictured (l-r) is John Mandel, “The Empanada Man,”
and owner/chef Michael Steinberg, who is also the proprietor of Mara’s Continental Cuisine. In
addition to empanadas, the business will feature soup, rice, bowls, and beverages. Stop in for lunch
Monday-Friday, 11 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. (Photo by Tom Burkard)
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St. Ambrose Student Makes A Difference

Isabella Vitale is a kindergarten student at St. Ambrose in Old Bridge and has a very special friend
who lives across the street from her home in Monroe Twp. His name is Steven and he has a rare
form of muscular dystrophy that significantly limits his ability to speak, or play with Isabella, but
she loves to spend time with him, or simply walk alongside his wheelchair, careful not to press any
of the buttons. In May of 2015, Steven was the recipient of a “Make-A-Wish Foundation” trip to
Disneyworld, through the generosity of the NJ Chapter located in Monroe Township New Jersey.
That experience got Isabella thinking……
On October 16th, Isabella decided to set up her own Lemonade Stand on the driveway of her home
on Mayberry Avenue. She prepared signs, decorated her booth, and stocked her table with all the
trimmings needed for a successful Lemonade Stand. Throughout the day, cars stopped as they drove
by, friends and neighbors visited her stand for a quick refreshment, so charmed by her smile and
intention to raise money for the Make-A-Wish Foundation. When the day came to a close, Isabella
counted up her donations and prepared for the next step. Mom and Dad would contact the local
chapter and present Isabella’s donations, so that “other little kids can get a surprise wish come true”.
Isabella and her parents met with Buddy O’Donnell, Director of Corporate Alliance for the MakeA-Wish Foundation on October 24th at the Samuel & Josephine Plumeri Wishing Place, which
provides spaces for “making” a wish in an unforgettable setting, and for sharing and celebrating a
wish experience with family and friends. The castle setting greets visitors with magical sights and
sounds and invites children to wander and play in an open and protected space so that all children
know this is truly their special castle. Buddy gave a tour to Isabella, her mom Kathleen, and her
baby sister Valentina. He expressed his pride and gratitude, thanking Isabella for helping to “bring
wishes to kids with life threatening medical conditions”. Buddy later confirmed “wishes will change
lives and impact communities”. At the tender age of five, Isabella already knows that!
(If you would like to make a donation to the Make-A-Wish Foundation, please visit their website at
www.nj.wish.org)

On September 3, members of the Sayreville Lions Club met at the bake sale being hosted by the Hair
Together Salon to present a check to Kristen Nelson, a victim of a serious house fire in the borough
recently, in an effort to ease her recovery from this tragic event. Our community's support of our
fundraisers, our pancake breakfasts and white cane sales, make it possible for us to give back in times
like this as well as being able to provide eye exams and glasses to those in need, a scholarship and
awards to our high school graduating class and to help out wherever we can. We thank you for your
support and invite you to join us. (Photo/Info Submitted)

New Beginnings
Animal Rescue

Long Ago

Are you a Senior Citizen interested
in adopting an adult dog or cat? Are you
looking for the companionship and love that
a pet can give? Are financial constraints/
other concerns holding you back? Then
the “Purrfect Companions” program may
be just what you’re looking for! Purrfect
Companions offers pet adoptions to seniors
with the following benefits:
Adoption fee is waived, Pet is already
spayed/neutered, up to date with vaccines,
dewormed,tested and vet-checked. Adoption
includes one complimentary vet visit per
calendar year, and New Beginnings will
pay your residential “pet fee” if applicable!
To learn more about the program, please
call New Beginnings at 732-238-1348, or stop
by New Beginnings, 706-R Cranbury Rd.
East Brunswick during hours of operation:
Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday from 3 PM
to 7 PM; and Friday and Saturday from 1961-John Conroy is pictured on his Perth Amboy
Evening News paper route in South Amboy. Do
Noon to 4 PM.

any SA Times readers have a favorite memory from
when they had a paper route? Feel free to share
those wonderful days with others by e-mailing us
at: satimes@aol.com. (Photo courtesy of Henry
“Henny The D.J.” Conroy)
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Spooktacular Fun!

St. Stan’s Senior Citizens Halloween Party was held on Oct. 26th. Lunch was served, prizes won
and costumes were judged. Everyone had a fun day! (Photo/info courtesy of Bernadine Lajewski)

South Amboy-Sayreville Times November 19, 2016 15

WWW.?

This business is located in South Amboy or Sayreville. Can you guess the name and location? Please
send your answer in to: satimes@aol.com. Good luck!

October Winners

Last month’s mystery photo was
Heavenly Bodyworks, located at 8 Elizabeth
St. in Sayreville, formerly known as Parlin
Auto Body/Collision.
The October winners were Chuck
Pickard, Bill and Pat Scully, Dennis Quinlan,
Peggy and Steve Yuhas, Lisa Grankowski,
Gerry Sherry, Gary Feret, Joan Gorczyca,
October WWW.?
James Creed, Joan Fulham, Mary Agnes
An incorrect answer submitted thought
Morris, Elizabeth Leveille, W. Tom Kross, that it was George’s Garage on Washington
Dane Colburn, Walter Starzec Jr, Ron Rd. in Sayreville.
Twardos, Scott V. Farina
A PRAYER FOR HEALING
Lord, you invited all who are burdened to come to
You. Allow your healing hand to heal me. Touch my soul
with Your compassion for others. Touch my heart with Your
courage and infinite love for all. Touch my mind with Your
wisdom, that my mouth may always proclaim Your praise.
Teach me to reach out to You in my need. Help me to lead
others to You by my example. Most loving heart of Jesus,
bring me health in my body and spirit so that I may serve
You with all my strength. Touch gently with this life that
you have created. Amen -A.L.S..

A PRAYER FOR HEALING
Lord, you invited all who are burdened to come to
You. Allow your healing hand to heal me. Touch my soul
with Your compassion for others. Touch my heart with Your
courage and infinite love for all. Touch my mind with Your
wisdom, that my mouth may always proclaim Your praise.
Teach me to reach out to You in my need. Help me to lead
others to You by my example. Most loving heart of Jesus,
bring me health in my body and spirit so that I may serve
You with all my strength. Touch gently with this life that
you have created. Amen -S.R...

Where in New Jersey?

November’s location might prove to be a challenge, but it is a very inventive place. Send your
answer in to: satimes@aol.com or scan below by December 7th.

October Information
Where in New Jersey?
By Brian & Phyllis Stratton

October winners are Pat & Bill Scully,
JoAnn Rossi, Kurt Kapes, Elaine Holton
Scott, Dennis Quinlan, Paul Bouchard,
Paul Sohayda, Lisa Grankowski, Richard
Schnyderite Jr., Joanne Niestempski,
Dave Katko, Gary Feret, Michael Yetsko,
James Creed, Raeanne and Eugene Guzzi,
Pat Minnick, Mary Agnes Morris, Jim
Cleary, Elizabeth Leveille, Dennis &
Kathy O’Leary, Bob Merski said that, “The
water tower in the picture on page 20 of
the October 22, 2016, edition of the South
Amboy-Sayreville Times is located at the
Holmdel facility of what was originally
AT&T Bell Laboratories (Lucent for a
while and now Bell Works). The structure
which is shaped like a transistor, was
invented in 1947 at Bell Labs by John
Bardeen, Walter Brattain and William
Shockley. In 1956 the three inventors
were jointly awarded the Nobel Prize in
Physics. In 1977 I began my AT&T career
at Bell Labs in Holmdel.
The Bell Labs Holmdel Complex
Located in Holmdel Township,
functioned for forty-four years as a
research and development facility, initially
for the Bell System. The centerpiece of
the campus is an Eero Saarinen designed

structure that served as the home to over
6,000 engineers and researchers. This
modernist building, dubbed “The Biggest
Mirror Ever” by Architectural Forum, due
to its mirror box exterior, was the site of
at least one Nobel Prize discovery, the
laser cooling work of Steven Chu. The
building has undergone renovations into
a multi-purpose living and working space,
dubbed Bell Works by its redevelopers, and
as of 2016, the former Bell Labs complex
has been experiencing a renaissance as a
business incubator for high-tech startup
companies.

October
Where in New Jersey?
The Bell Labs “Transistor”
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You Tube-In
By Tom Burkard

If you get a chance check out the
following: Westbound #9 by The Flaming
Ember; Pay To The Piper-Chairmen of the
Board; You Raise Me Up-Josh Groban with
scenes from “The Passion of Christ”; Back
In The New York Groove- With The Other
Woman-Ray Parker Jr.; I’m Easy-Keith
Carradine; Send In The Clowns-Judy Collins;
Steppin’ Out-Joe Jackson; Photograph-Ed
Sheeran; Feelin’-LYA (Featuring Jonathan
Osteen, son of TV minister Joel Osteen);
Driver-The Bacon Bros.; Ramble On-Led

Zeppelin.
It’s all in a song title-Such as “For Your
Love,” which originally was recorded by Ed
Townsend in 1958, and made it to #13 on
the Billboard Top 40 chart. Peaches & Herb
covered it in 1967, taking it to #20. A group
called The Wanderers covered it, but did not
make it to the Top 40. The Yardbirds also
had a song called “For Your Love,” with a
faster beat and different lyrics, and it topped
out at #6.

One Hit Wonders
35 Years Ago

1981-Giving It Up For Your LoveDelbert McClinton; Together-Tierra; Don’t
Stop The Music-Yarbrough & Peoples;
Somebody’s Knockin’-Terri Gibbs; Just
The band “Split Decision” turned in a phenomenal performance at the Lyrics for Lucas Benefit The Two Of Us-Grover Washington Jr.
Concert at Starland Ballroom. Other sensational acts included “Glen Burtnik & The Weeklings” with
former South Amboy resident Joe Bellia on drums, and also “Moondoggie” (Photo by Tom Burkard)

With Bill Withers; What Are We Doin’ In
Love-Dottie West With Kenny Rogers; Is It
You-Lee Ritenour; Theme From The Greatest
American Hero-Believe It Or Not-Joey
Scarbury; It’s Now Or Never-John Schneider.

“Square Mile,” a newly-formed and talented rock ‘n’ roll band had the house rockin’ and singin’ along
at the South Amboy Knights of Columbus 426 monthly Open Mic Night. Pictured (l-r) Richie Foley,
Tim Kelly, John Dembowski, Dave McCue, Jim Heuer. (Photo by Tom Burkard)

#1 Pop Hits Nov. 19

2002-Lose Yourself-Eminem
1995-Fantasy-Mariah Carey
1980-Lady-Kenny Rogers
1978-MacArthur Park-Donna Summer
1966-You Keep Me Hangin’ On-The
Supremes
1959-Mr. Blue-The Fleetwoods

Senior Trips

Sacred Heart Seniors upcoming trips:
March 23, 2017 - Sight & Sound to see
Jonah, lunch at Shady Maple - $130.00,
June 6 - Hunterdon Playhouse, The Mahoney
Brothers, $90.00, Sept.16 - Villa Roma,
Sayreville’s Walter (Cross) Krzyzkowski recently met two rock stars, Matt O’Ree (l) who has played Jimmy Sturr, $90.00. For more info or
reservations call Judy 732-727-0154.
for Bon Jovi, and Pat Dinizio of The Smithereens. (Photos/info courtesy of Walter Krzyzkowski)

Free Concert

The Manhattan Holiday Carolers will
perform a FREE concert sponsored by
the Sayreville Cultural Arts Council on
Wednesday, December 7, at 7:30 p.m. at the
Sayreville Senior Center, 423 Main St. ALL
ages invited; light refreshments will be served.
For more information, call Edna at 908-2082358 or email Sayrevilleculturalarts@gmail.
com

Songs From Plays

Did you ever hear any of these great
songs at a play? Do you know in what plays
they were featured in?
Some Enchanted Evening; Shall We
Dance; Getting To Know You; The Sound
Of Music; Hello Young Lovers; I Whistle A
Happy Tune; The Impossible Dream; There’s
A Place For Us; Oklahoma; Oh, What A
Beautiful Morning; Drink, Drink, Drink.

PRAYER TO ST. JUDE
(To be said when problems arise or when one seems to
be deprived of all visible help, on far cases almost despaired
of). Most holy Apostle St. Jude, faithful servant and friend of
Jesus, the church honors and invokes you universally as the
patron of hopeless cases, of things almost despaired of, pray
for me, I am so helpless and alone. Make use I implore you
of that particular privilege given to you, to bring visible and
speedy help where help is almost despaired of. Come to my
assistance in this great need that I may receive the consolation
and help of heaven in all my necessities, tribulations, and
sufferings., and that I may praise God with you and all the
elect forever. I promise O Blessed St. Jude, to be ever mindful
of this great favor, to always honor you as my special and
powerful patron, and to gratefully encourage devotion to
you. Amen. Thank You St. Jude. -E.P..

#1 Country Hits

2000-Best Of Intentions-Travis Tritt
1993-She Used To Be Mine-Brooks & Dunn
1985-Hang On To Your Heart-Exile
1971-Lead Me On-Conway Twitty & Loretta
Lynn
1964-I Don’t Care-Buck Owens
1955-That Do Make It Nice-Eddy Arnold

SWMHS Class Of
1967 Reunion

Sayreville War Memorial High School
is seeking to contact members of the Class
of 1967 for its 50th reunion. The event will
be held on Saturday, April 22, 2017 at the
Town & Country Inn, Rt. 35 & Broadway,
Keyport, NJ. Cost is $50 per person to include
a buffet and cash bar. Please contact any of
the following for more information: Joyce
Helmstetter @ 732 742 3537 joyceelyea@
gmailcom, Rose Blaszka @ rosesz822@
gmail.com, or Geri Bove @ Gerim1714@
aol.com If anyone has any information on
the following missing classmates, please
advise. Wayne Carroll, Barbara Gawron
Wiederkehr, Marlene Irwin, Dale Kurowsky,
Janet Logan, Rosa Ramos, Victoria Volman,
Stanley Zebrowski.

Sayreville Mayor Kennedy O’Brien (c) was on hand at the Thursday Senior Club of Sayreville quarterly
birthday party, and wishes a Happy Birthday and many more to the oldest person Adele Miara (r)
and the youngest Dee Ostrowski. (Photo/info by Joe Lotkowictz)
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School Sports

(As of Nov. 10)
By Tom Burkard

Football
Sayreville (7-2) Sayreville’s super-season
continued, as the Bombers rolled over
Neptune 35-6, and Old Bridge 37-17. The
offense and defense have excelled throughout
the season.
Boys Soccer
South Amboy (10-6) It’s been a great year
for the Guvs, under longtime Coach Tony
Gonsalves, and especially productive for
top scorer, Conrad Grygoriew, and talented
goalie Justin Lewis.
Sayreville (8-7-1) Zach Colgan, Frankie
Astarita, and Ope Olaloko had standout
seasons for the Blue & Gray.
Girls Soccer
Sayreville (12-5)-Jacqueline Ventricella and
Elizabeth Davis have been providing some
solid offense recently.
GMCT Boys Soccer
Preliminary Round
Sayreville 5 Woodbridge 0-Zach Colgan
led the way for #16 seeded Sayreville, with
2 goals and an assist. Joe Martinez, Ope
Olaloko and Sebastian Cardoso scored a goal
each, while Kevin Sousa notched 2 assists and
Frankie Astarita 1 against the #17 Barrons.
JFK 4 South Amboy 1-Conrad Grygoriew
scored for #22 seeded SA against #11 seeded
JFK.
First Round
Sayreville 2 Monroe 1-In one of the
biggest upsets of the local soccer season, the
Bombers, seeded #16 nipped the #1 seeded
Monroe. Frankie Astarita and Zach Colgan
scored a goal apiece while Ope Olaloko got
an assist. Michael Philip registered 13 saves
for Coach Nick Cifelli’s squad.
Quarterfinals
St. Joseph’s 5 Sayreville 3-The Bombers
seeded #16 got 2 goals from Zach Colgan
and a goal from Ope Olaloko, but it wasn’t
enough to top the #9 seed St. Joe’s.
GMCT Girls Soccer
Play-In Round
New Brunswick 2 South Amboy 0
First Round
Sayreville 3 Woodbridge 0-Briana Barbosa
and Eliza David notched a goal and assist
apiece, and Stephanie DeOcampo blasted
in a goal for #5 seeded Sayreville against
#12 Woodbridge.
Piscataway 5 Sayreville 2-Briana Barbosa
and Nicole Cena scored for the Bombers, as
they fell to #4 Piscataway.
NJSIAA Tournament
Boys Soccer
CJ Group I
New Egypt 9 South Amboy 0-The Guvs
seeded #9 were surprised by a talented #8
seeded New Egypt club.
Girls Soccer
CJ Group IV
Edison 1 Sayreville 0. The Bombers, seeded
#7 were upset by #10 seeded Edison in the
first round.

Sayreville Sacks
Old Bridge

South Amboy Girls Tennis Season
By Head Coach Brian Wholt

The powerful Sayreville Bombers
ranked #4 in Home News Tribune, blasted
top-ranked Old Bridge, 37-17 behind Jayson
DeMild, who fired 2 touchdown passes of 28
and 13 yards to Jahsim Floyd, and JaQuae
Roberts, who rushed for 2 TD’s of 8 and 25
yards, while totaling 93 yards rushing on the
night. Matthew Crowley booted a beautiful
30-yard field goal to help the cause. DeMild
completed 10 of 19 passes for 104 yards and
the 2 TD’s to Floyd, while Floyd recorded 3
catches for 68 yards.
In addition to the fine offensive
production, the defense also excelled.
Michael Liberti, Jacari Carter, and Floyd
picked off O.B. passes, and were tough on
“D” as well, and so was Bryce Christian,
Christian Platon, and Michael Porcaro.

Walsh Takes 2nd
In GMCT

South Amboy’s standout runner Patrick
Walsh captured 2nd place in the GMCT Boys
Cross Country race by finishing in 16:23.45,
behind Ray Rivera of Old Bridge, who topped
the field with a 16:12.84 time.

Knapik #11 In State

South Amboy goalie Sarah Knapik has
recorded 234 saves this season, and is ranked
#11 in that category.

Harding Signs
Letter Of Intent

Sayreville basketball star Patrice
Harding signed a letter of intent on National
Letters of Intent Day, to further her studies
and athletic career at St. Joseph’s University

Bombers Blast
Neptune

Coach Chris Beagan’s Sayreville
Bombers pounded Neptune, 35-6. Quarterback
Jayson DeMild connected on 6 of 8 passes for
141 yards and 3 touchdowns. Jacari Carter
was on the receiving end of all three TD
bombs, while Michael Liberti racked up 101
yards rushing on 15 tries. Frosh quarterback
Mark Whitford saw some action and was
successful on 3 of 5 passing attempts.

2016 South Amboy Varsity Tennis Team (Photo by Brian Stratton)

The Girls Varsity Tennis team had
another strong season of 12-6, which followed
up last season of 12-5. The team advanced
to the second round of the GMC tournament
in Second Singles and Second Doubles. The
team advanced and lost in the NJSIAA State
Tournament Quarterfinal Round Central
Jersey Group 1. This success was all due to
the experience of five returning Seniors in
the top seven of this year´s team.
Senior Co-Captain Kathleen Schnell
played First Singles with a 10-8 record
this season. This was the third season that
Kathleen started at First singles, and no
doubt her strongest season against tough
competition. Kathleen was also voted on the
All Blue Division team.
Senior Co-Captain Mary Whiteley
played Second Singles with a 10-8 record this
season. This was the third season that Mary
started at Second Singles. Mary continued
her consistent methodical play in winning
her matches.
Senior Amberly Mount played Third
Singles this season, which was her first year
playing singles. Amberlyś determined play
was rewarded with a 10-7 record. Amberlyś
strongest highlight came in her three set
comeback against Mother Seton erasing a

Vintage Photo

first set deficit, won the second set 6-3, and
winning the third set in a tie breaker. Junior
Breanna Vazquez played up and lost her only
match at Third Singles.
First Doubles was mainly played by
Junior Rachel Killmer and Sophomore
Wiktoria Radon with a 6-8 record. This was
their first season playing doubles and they
improved as the season progressed.
Second Doubles was mainly played by
Senior Julia Olivares and Junior Andrea Shi.
Julia played last season at second doubles,
and Andrea had some spot play at doubles
and third singles last year. This partnership
jelled fast and they earned an 8-4 record.
Their strong play transferred when they had
to play up at First Doubles due to injuries
with a 3-1 record. Four other combinations
played Second Doubles to the other 4-2 record
for the remaining matches, which reinforced
the next player up mantra.
The team welcomed five new players to
the team in Sophomore Mikayla Maisonett,
Freshman Amanda Alvia-Smith, Freshman
Jelissa Caraballo , Freshman Amanda Hayes,
and Freshman Selina Maisonett. We look
forward to their future contributions to the
team.

Olszewski
Remembered
By Tom Burkard

Bombers Tennis
Team Wins Title

The Sayreville Bombers girls tennis
team turned in one the school’s best records
in history, by finishing with a standout (163), and capturing the GMC White Division
title. Coach Mike Provenza’s talented club
and their final records for the year are as
follows: Singles-Kathleen Beban (15-3);
Kate Sudol (13-5); Ankitha Dindigal (10
wins). Doubles-Jasmine Van Note-Lianna
Masangkay (14-1); Shrusti Sheth-teamed
with a variety of partners finished (13-21). Alecia Richardson (8 wins with Sheth).
Great season Coach Provenza and Bombers!
Congratulations!

1950-This photo shows Frank’s Bar on the corner of South Pine Ave. and George St. following the
South Amboy explosion. Notice most of the windows blown out in the front of the building. The
establishment had a few different names throughout the years, including Frank’s Cafe, Downzie’s,
The Shamrock, and currently Murphy’s Shamrock Inn. (Photo courtesy of Joe Lotkowictz)

Walsh Wins Group I
Title

South Amboy’s super runner, Patrick
Walsh added another championship to his
already impressive resume by capturing
the NJSIAA Group I Cross Country crown
at Holmdel Park with a fine time of 16:26.
Walsh won the sectional title the
previous week, and now the group, plus he
qualifies for a spot in the Meet of Champions.
Congratulations Patrick, and Best of Luck!

About 30 students from Middlesex County College recently joined dozens of other volunteers at
a beach cleanup in Old Bridge. The program was organized by Clean Ocean Action, a nonprofit
dedicated to improving the quality of marine waters off the New Jersey and New York coasts. From
left, MCC Earth Science Club members Stephanie Janeczko (Sayreville), Emily Koester (Parlin) and
Kyle J. Zaczek (Monroe Township) discard items they found on the beach. (Photo/Info Submitted
by Tom Peterson, MCC)

Frank Olszewski Jr., 65, of South
Amboy died on Nov. 5. Frank was proud
to serve his country during the Vietnam War
in the U.S. Army. He went on to become
a member, Past Commander and Honor
Guard member of Sayreville VFW Post
4699. He was also a member of South
River American Legion Post 214.
In his high school days, Frank was
a hard-throwing right-handed pitcher for
the Sayreville Bombers baseball team,
and as a senior in 1969, had a phenomenal
(8-1) record to help legendary Coach John
Wortley’s club to a (20-7) mark, and capture
the county championship.
Frank was a very dedicated veteran,
and a really good guy, who will always be
missed, but never forgotten.
The Miraculous Prayer
Dear Heart of Jesus, in the past I have asked for many favors.
This time I ask you this my special one (mention favor). Take it,
Dear Jesus, and place it within your own broken heart, where your
Father sees it. Then, in His merciful eyes, it will become your favor,
not mine. Amen. (Say this prayer for 3 days, promise publication
and your favor will be granted. Never known to fail.) -D.R.
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The Power of
Women’s Friendships

New Jersey Author and Genealogist’s
New Book Explores the Impact of Secrets
and the Power of Women’s Friendships
A new book from award-winning writer
and professional genealogist Maureen K.
Wlodarczyk takes the reader on a journey
from New York to Ireland and Scotland where
the bond of friendship fuels the revelation
of decades-old secrets and the discovery of
long-elusive truths.
“Birthless: A Tale of Family Lost &
Found” explores the lingering effect of family
secrets on three women friends and how the
power of their bond gives each the strength
to face a reckoning with her own past. The
story asks the questions: Is it ever “too
late” to confront the life-altering decisions
of the past? What if, at age 60, you found
out that you were adopted and everything
you believed about your "family" was a lie?
With each other’s support, three friends
find answers to those questions and many
more on a journey in pursuit of closure that
takes them across the globe as well as across
decades of history.
"I enjoy taking the reader with me as I
tell a story, as if they were sitting alongside
me talking over a cup of tea. In 'Birthless' I
am sharing the story of three friends with the
reader, giving the reader a sense of personal
connection with the characters and their
struggles,” said Wlodarczyk, a New Jersey
native with maternal family roots in Ireland.
"Each of these three women has the burden
of a personal secret hidden for many years.
Circumstances cause their paths to cross
and unexpected friendships are forged. This
book explores the history of those women
and how their secrets emerge as a result of
that unanticipated friendship. A burden is
always lighter when someone carries it with
us and it’s always easier to be courageous if
we aren’t walking alone.”
Part of the story in “Birthless” takes
place in Ireland in the 1950s when the Irish
Republican Army was rebuilding ranks in
a lead-up to its Border Campaign against
British authorities in Northern Ireland.
Belfast author and BBC correspondent Barry
Flynn described Wlodarczyk’s depiction of
those events as giving “a superb insight into
an era long lost in Irish history.”
This is Wlodarczyk’s sixth book. Her
preceding book, “Scarlet Letter Lives,” was a
finalist in the 2016 National Indie Excellence
Book Awards. She received ExcellenceIn-Writing Awards from the International
Society of Family History Writers and
Editors in 2014 and 2015.  
Wlodarczyk is also a columnist
for Garden State Legacy e-magazine
and a regular contributor to Irish Lives
Remembered e-magazine, published in
Ireland. Wlodarczyk is an active speaker
on genealogy and other family history topics,
leading programs at libraries, historical
societies and genealogy clubs. She is also
a member of the Irish American Writers &
Artists group.
More about Maureen K. Wlodarczyk and
her work, including “Birthless,” can be found
on her website: www.past-forward.com.
A PRAYER FOR HEALING
Lord, you invited all who are burdened to come to
You. Allow your healing hand to heal me. Touch my soul
with Your compassion for others. Touch my heart with Your
courage and infinite love for all. Touch my mind with Your
wisdom, that my mouth may always proclaim Your praise.
Teach me to reach out to You in my need. Help me to lead
others to You by my example. Most loving heart of Jesus,
bring me health in my body and spirit so that I may serve
You with all my strength. Touch gently with this life that
you have created. Amen -T.B..

The Local Sports Memory Machine
By Tom Burkard

From The Sports Archives
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Glory Days In
Local Sports

1956-John Phillips poured in 18 points to
lead St. Mary’s to a 64-52 romp over South
River. Tom Pristavec chipped in with 15,
Frank Hackett 12 and Joe Viggiano 10 points
for the Eagles. 1960-In CJ Group III semifinal
action, Sayreville trounced Manasquan,
77-58. Bill Mandy burned the nets for 24
points and was followed by Joe Deerin 16
and Fran Marchesi 14. 1972-St. Mary’s
Eaglettes girls basketball team hammered
Hoffman, 48-18 behind Kate Durnien’s 14
points. Lynn Eperthener added 8, and Jamie
Hodges 7 points for the Saints.
1983-Hoffman nipped Keyport 54-52 in
a CJ Group I first round contest. Joe Lewis
led the way with 19 points, and Peter Smith
added 15. 1998-South Amboy girls basketball
team ripped East Brunswick Tech, 54-34.
Kelly Brady topped Purple & Gold scoring
with 15 points, and Kim Peterson popped in
1965-66-It’s hard to believe, but it’s been 50 years since this St. Mary’s varsity basketball team played. 10. 2003-Sayreville boys soccer club nipped
Kneeling (l-r) Jack Trenta, Dennis Bratus, John Quigley, Paul Jankowski, Tom Kelly. Standing (l-r) Colonia 2-1 in 2 overtimes. Freshman Lamin
Bob Jonason-manager, Bob Knight, Dan Hansell, Ken Devlin, Rick Ragula, John Gelsinon, Dave Sidebeh nailed the game-winner with 1:32
Lobycz-manager, Coach Henry “Henny” Conroy.
left. Trini Flavaney also scored.

South Amboy, South Amboy, That Toddlin' Town

South Amboy's a toddlin' town in its
own right.
An interesting sidebar to this year's
improbable Cubs-Indians World Series is the
story of South Amboy's own Allie Clark, the
first player to win back-to-back World Series
championships with two different teams - the
Yankees in '47 and Indians in '48.
Clark was also the first of our five South
Amboy athletes to reach the Big Leagues and
one of three players/managers to win two
championship rings. (Tom Kelly and Jack
McKeon were the others).
According to a Yankees fan forum
account of the '47 Series, "Yogi Berra had
been in a bit of a slump when playing in his
first World Series . . . against the Brooklyn
Dodgers. He had only three hits in his first
sixteen plate appearances thru game six. The
Series was tied at three games apiece and
Berra, the Yankees starting right-fielder for
game seven, had gone hitless in his first 3
plate appearances at Yankee Stadium."
With two outs and two on in the bottom
of the sixth, and the Yankees up one, Yogi
was pulled for a pinch-hitter . . . the only time
that Yogi would ever be pinch-hit for in his
prodigious World Series career.
Stepping in to pinch-hit for Berra was
No. 3 (that's right), Alfred Aloysius Clark a rookie who had hit .373 in 24 late season
games and been stellar in the field. The pinchhit move by manager Bucky Harris proved to
be the right decision. Clark delivered an rbi
single that put the Yankees ahead 4-2. The
next batter, Joe DiMaggio, made the third
out of the inning.
Clark called his hit "the biggest thrill
I had in baseball. The seventh game, there
was a lot on our shoulders. We had to win,
it was scary."
My dad would introduce me to Clark
when I was about 10. Shaking his hand, seeing
his Yankees ring, was quite a thrill as well.
Clark finished the game in right field,
making two putouts in his two chances. The
final score was 5-2, earning the Yankees their

By Bob Toye

2001-Sayreville boys soccer squad
topped South Amboy, 3-0. Herbert Obeng,
Brock Vazquez and Dan Fiorentino each
scored a goal, while Rob Galante recorded
the shutout

20 Years Ago-Lady
Eagles Beat SA

1996-St. Mary’s girls soccer team
captured its 6th consecutive victory, by
shutting out South Amboy, 3-0. Laurie
Florek’s goal broke a scoreless tie with 9:04
left in the first half, and she finished the game
with 2 goals. Stephanie Kurilla also found
the net for the Blue & Gold. Goalie Janine
Swanson recorded the 9 saves shutout.

45 Years Ago-South
Amboy Men’s Senior
Basketball League

1970-71 League Leaders
Total Points-1.Tom Holovacko-Brave
Bulls 268; 2.Jerry Disbrow-J & B Trucking
257; 3.Jim Lyons-J & B Trucking 243;
4.(tie)Ray Downs-Bay City Liquors 241;
4.(tie)Jerry Kudrick-Colonel’s Garter 241;
6.Wagner-South Amboy AA 213; 7.Nick
Charmello-English Chevron 202; 8.Billy
Clayton-Roddy’s Tavern 198; 9.(tie)Ed
Suchcicki-English Chevron 182; 9.(tie)
George Ogborne-South Amboy AA 182.
Scoring Avg.-1.Charmello 20.2; 2.Downs
20.1; 3.Clayton 19.8; 4.Holovacko 19.2;
5.Lyons 18.7; 6.Kudrick 18.5; 7.Disbrow
18.4; 8.Wagner 15.3; 9.Bob Jones-Brave
Bulls 15.2; 10.Shawnhouse-Colonel’s Garter
14.7.

50 Years Ago

1966-South Brunswick nipped Hoffman,
65-64 in basketball action. The Vikings were
paced by “Buddy” Rose (since a long time
South Amboy resident), who poured in 19
points. The Guvs balanced attack showed
Curt Wood 17 points, Bob Keegan 17, Greg
Havlusch 14, and Billy Clayton 13.

60 Years Ago

1956-Sayreville superstar Tom “Red”
Michaels led the Bombers to a 25-6 rout over
Red Bank Catholic, by scoring 3 touchdowns
on a 4-yard run, 46-yard punt return, and a
60-yard pass reception from quarterback Bob
Reess. John Dzergoski also scored a TD on
a 12-yard punt return. Fred Solomon nailed
the extra point

80 Years Ago

11th World Series title.
The Yanks traded Clark to the Cleveland
in the early days of the '48 season. Clark hit
.310 in 81 games and again appeared in the
World Series, with Cleveland beating the
Boston Braves in six games.
Also in 1948, Babe Ruth made his
famous, final appearance in uniform at
Yankee Stadium the day his No. 3 was

Long Ago
1956-South
A m b o y ’s
Shirley Aceta
is pictured
with her
young son
Danny at
Atlantic City.
(Photo/info
courtesy
of Shirle y
Aceta)

15 Years AgoSayreville Tops
South Amboy

1936-The Hoffman HS baseball team
finished with a fine (10-3) record. Edmund
Lagoda led the team with 25 hits and a superb
.555 batting avg. Pete Pavich topped the
club with 23 runs scored, and also ripped 24
hits while batting a fine .522. Henry Conroy
was the ace pitcher for the Guvs with an
officially retired. The Indians were in town outstanding (7-2) mark.
that afternoon and the now iconic photo from
the ceremony shows a frail Ruth leaning on a Year-1976
bat to steady himself. The bat, which belonged Sport-Basketball
to Eddie Robinson, is believed to have been Teams-St. Mary’s vs. Sayreville in the
handed to the Babe by Clark (second from 1st Round of the Sayreville Holiday
left in the dugout photo).
Tournament
Allie Clark . . . just one of the reasons Recap-In a game marred by fouls, the
we take pride in that South Amboy stride.
Bombers blasted the Eagles, 76-48. SM shot

T.H.E. Game

Katko Set Single
Game Scoring
Record-15 Years Ago

2001-St. Mary's junior superstar, Kaitlyn
Katko poured in 36 points to set a new single
game school scoring record, as the Lady
Eagles blasted Middlesex, 77-63. Katko's
stellar performance shattered the 24-year
old mark set by sports legend and St. Mary's
Hall of Famer, Kathy Redling, who scored 35
points in a 62-41 triumph over Perth Amboy
St. Mary's as a junior in 1977.

16-29 from the foul line, while Sayreville
was 28-49. Sayreville led 11-6 after the
opening quarter, and built their lead up to a
commanding 62-27 after 3 quarters.
Jim Wojcik led the Blue & Gray attack
with 19 points, followed by Tom Stroin
with 18, and Holt 11. Ron Wilson topped
the Blue & Gold with 15 points, and Pat
Quigley added 9.
Other players who saw action for
Sayreville were Gutkowski, Nelson, Kreiger,
Borup, Brand, and Brennan. For the Saints,
Hughes, Mike Creange, Connor, Manz,
Larsen, Booker and Bauman saw playing
time.
Player-of-the-Game-Jim Wojcik, Sayreville
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Snow Shoveling

For much of the east coast this is turning
out to be one snow filled winter. Remember
your body was made for use not abuse.
Shoveling snow qualifies for 30 minutes
of daily aerobic activity, and counts as a
moderate to difficult workout. The heavier
and wetter the snow, the bigger the burn.
Digging out from the storm can burn up to
400 calories an hour.
Snow shoveling is serious stuff and
can be hazardous to your health. In an ABC
News study, heart attack rates jump 20% in
the week following snow storms. In a 17 year
study period of 11,500 individuals, the most
common diagnosis was soft tissue injury at
55%, followed by lower back disc injury
at 35%. Slips and falls, and cardiac related
injuries accounted for the other 10%.
Safe Shoveling Techniques
1. Before going out take a few minutes to
stretch and warm up.
2. Stay hydrated. Dehydration during physical
activity can cause muscle cramping and
increase your heart rate.
3. Keep your body warm and well insulated
by layering your clothes. Wear boots with
good traction to reduce the risk of slipping
and falling.
4. Push snow to the side instead of lifting it.
5. Practice safe lifting by bending at the
knees and keeping your upper body straight.
6. Avoid twisting your body and walk your
shovel full of snow to where you want to
dump it.
As always an ounce of prevention is
worth a pound of cure.

Fishing Flashes
By Teo “Weebles” Weber

Salt Water
With Fluke season closed, party boats are
fishing mostly for Porgies in the bay and
ocean. Most fish are nice size and with Sea
Bass now adding variety to the catch. Most
sea Bass are smaller than the new 13 inch
size limit. Striped Bass have arrived. The
party boats that fish for them are catching
fish up to 40 pounds on lures. Some big
Bluefish up to 20 pounds are also mixed in.
The fishing runs hot and cold, by the day, so
you are taking your chances. Surf fishing in
the ocean at Long Branch and LBI is ok if
you want small Bluefish. There are some big
Stripers but it is very spotty fishing although
there are some big Bluefish around too. I
checked some nearby beaches on the bay
but didn’t see or hear of anything except an
eel being caught.
Fresh Water
Fall Trout season has begun but the
problem is very low water as my wife and
I found out when we tried to fish the lower
Pequest in early October. We managed to
catch 2 nice Rainbows, 14 and 16 inches,
plus a few bites. I returned to the same spots
a week later and got 3 more Rainbows 1415 inches. In mid October we briefly tried
a section of the Paulinskill near Marksboro,
but outside of a few nibbles on a worm, we
did nothing. I fished Tilcon Lake on Election
Day for recently stocked Landlocked Salmon.
I saw some cruising around but didn’t get
any. One guy caught his limit of two about
16 inches. I had something cut off my lure,
probably a large Pickerel. I did catch and
release a 16 inch Large Mouth Bass. I also
tried Stephen’s State Park but with no luck!
PRAYER TO THE BLESSED VIRGIN
(Never known to fail) Oh, most beautiful flower of Mt.
Carmel, Fruitful vine, splendor of Heaven, blessed Mother
of the Son of God, Immaculate Virgin, assist me in my
necessity. Oh Star of the Sea, help me and show me, herein
you are my mother. Oh, Holy Mary, Mother of God, Queen
of Heaven and Earth! I humbly beseech you from the bottom
of my heart to succor me in this necessity. There are none
that can withstand your power. Oh, show me herein you
are my mother. Oh Mary, conceived without sin, pray for
us who have recourse to thee (3 times). Holy Mary, I place
this cause in your hands (3 times). Say this prayer for 3
consecutive days. You must publish it and it will be granted
to you. Thank you. -D.R.
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More Congratulations/Best Wishes On The
SA Times 25th Anniversary
Tom/Brian/The South Amboy-Sayreville Times
Writers /Staff;
On behalf of the McKeon Family I want to thank
you for the 25 years of exemplary informative/
interesting news coverage you have extended
to the South Amboy and Sayreville, New Jersey
communities. My special paramount thank you and
appreciation for all the stories and articles of which
you have written about my brother “ Trader Jack
“ McKeon and myself “ Biff” McKeon, relative
to our careers within professional baseball.
We, like so many former “Pleasant Little City”
natives who have taken up residency elsewhere,
look forward every month for The South AmboySayreville Times to arrive. It fills our day with
stories of our friends and the city of which we were
born, and of which allowed us the opportunity to
expand our talents. Thank You Tom/Brian/ John
“Flip” Phillips and all the other contributors for
making the South Amboy Times the number # 1
Newspaper in New Jersey.
Bill “ Biff” McKeon
(Formerly of South Amboy/Sayreville)
Indiana

Tom,
The paper is a terrific way to stay on top of local
news! I enjoy it immensely! Thank You!
Eileen Downs-Giovenco
Sayreville
Tom & Staff,
I enjoy reading every issue. Keep up the good work!
Arthur Rittenhouse
Sayreville
Tom,
Thanks for a great paper!
Gerard W. Arose
South Amboy
Tom,
Congratulations on 25 years of your newspaper!
Wishing you 25 more!
Best Wishes, Cheers
Connie Cappetta Modzelewski
Sayreville

Tom,
Congratulations to you for the ministry of your
newspaper. I know it blesses me and must do so
for many others.
Tom & Staff,
I went to the bank this morning and was happy Dennis O’Leary
to see that the newspaper was out already. I Sayreville
really appreciate the article your wrote about my The Sayreville Lions Club sends its congratulations
daughter, Kim Carlson and the fire in Sayreville. to The SA Times for 25 years of “Good News.”
My husband and I are very proud of her and the Our club was chartered by Lions International
others that helped save the family on Jacobson on July 15, 1936, so we are celebrating our 80th
Street.
Anniversary this year and international has
Thank you and congratulations on your 25th begun its celebration of 100 years of service.
anniversary - it’s a great paper! I actually mail it to We appreciate the coverage The SA Times has
my cousin monthly, that moved out of Sayreville, provided to our club over the years and wish them
and she gets to see the news from the area.
the best. Lions Club International is the largest
Thanks again,
service club organization in the world. Our 1.4
Bernie Revolinsky
million members perform valuable service in 210
countries and geographic area around the globe.
Tom,
Congrats on your 25 years! Your newspaper keeps Currently there is no Lions Club in South Amboy,
us up on all the information and happenings in our so several residents of South Amboy have joined
town. Always looking forward to the coming issue. our club, and we have brought our Eye Mobile
to the South Amboy YMCA to perform vision
Peggy & Steve Yuhas
screening in the past, and will be doing so again.
Sayreville
In addition, with a grant we received from Lions
Tom,
Club International Foundation, we were able to
Happy 25th! Always enjoy reading your paper, help a South Amboy family repair the damage to
especially when I see my father’s name Ed Lagoda their home resulting from Superstorm Sandy. We
in the sports section.
extend an invitation to the South Amboy community
Thanks,
to join with us in service. To learn more about
Pat Lagoda Rock
us, please visit our website: www.sayrevillenj.
Formerly of South Amboy
lionwap.org and our Facebook page at Sayreville
Lions Club. If you are interested in joining our
Tom,
St. Bernadette’s Youth Group will hold
Congratulations on the paper’s 25th Anniversary! club, you can contact us at sayrevillelionsclub@ a Spaghetti Dinner/Tricky Tray on Sun.
What an awesome achievement! I wish you and gmail.com.
Jan.15th in O’Dea Hall. It is handicap
Brian nothing but continued success in the future. Currently there is no Lions Club in South Amboy, accessible. Any questions call 732-501-2828.
Your paper has been so good to me and the so several residences of South Amboy have joined
organizations I belong to that words can’t express our club.

Spaghetti Dinner/
Tricky Tray

them suitably. Once again, congratulations!
Kindest Personal Regards,
George A. Fuller
South Amboy

PRAYER TO ST. ANTHONY
O holy St. Anthony, reach down from heaven and take
hold of my hand. Assure me that I am not alone. You are
known to possess miraculous powers and to be ever ready
to speak for those in trouble. Loving and gentle St. Anthony,
reach down from heaven I implore you and assist me in my
hour of need. Obtain for me (mention request here). Dearest
St. Anthony, reach down from heave and guide me with thy
strength. Plead for me in my needs. And teach me to be
humbly thankful as you were for all the bountiful blessings
I am to receive. – P.S.

Veterans Day Service In
South Amboy

Veterans Day Service In
Sayreville

American Legion Luke A. Lovely Post #62 of South Amboy held its annual
Veterans Day service in front of the City Hall. U.S. Navy veteran Bob
Williams, carries a wreath which he placed near the veterans monument
in front of the South Amboy City Hall.

Sayreville American Legion Lenape Post #211 members Ken Kelly (l) and Rich
Kosmoski (r) place a wreath for Veterans Day 2016 in front of Borough Hall,
to pay honor and tribute to all the men and women who made the supreme
sacrifice, and for all the active armed forces on behalf of a grateful nation.

(Photos/info by Tom Burkard)

(Photos/info by Joe Lotkowictz)

Tom & Staff,
Thank you for a wonderful paper each month.
It’s the best!
Joan Fulham
Sayreville
Tom,
Just wanted to congratulate you on 25 years
of journalistic excellence and your wonderful
newspaper. Keep up the good work and stay in
good health.
John Ruszala, Parlin
Hi Tom,
To a great newspaper and publisher, Happy
Anniversary! The country needs a lot more
newspapers like yours.
Dennis Yanoski
Formerly of South Amboy/Morgan
Tom,
Congratulations on 25 years of The SA Times!
What a great accomplishment, starting and
running your own business! That really takes
guts, perseverance and skill!
Way To Go!
Joe “Jesk” Jaskowiak
(Formerly of South Amboy)
California
Tom,
Happy 25th, Tom. You’ve kept this paper alive!
Nancy Harkins Kuehner
Formerly of South Amboy
Tom,
Happy 25th Anniversary! It is so much work
to do, and you accomplished it. Also thanks to
Brian Stratton!
Norine Croddick Switzer
Pictured following the service are (l-r) Mayor Fred Henry, Commander
Formerly of South Amboy/Melrose
Bob “Zak” Sekerak, and veteran Bob Williams.

Ken Kelly (l) and Rich Kosmoski (r) shake hands after placing a beautiful
wreath in honor of all military veterans, both living and deceased.
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Obituaries

Angley, William “Bill” P., 69, of
Sayreville died on Oct. 24.
Aucone, Robert, 78, of South Amboy
died on Oct. 12.
Bulla, Paul J., 75, of Parlin died on
Nov. 4.
Burke, Robert, 81, of Sayreville died
on Oct. 17.
Gilligan, James A. 36, formerly of
Sayreville died on Oct. 17.
Jorgensen, Dolores A. Ruszaj, 78, of
Parlin died on Nov. 1.
Kearney, Thomas, 85, of Parlin died
on Oct. 23.
Kolmansperger, Francis “Sonny,” 78, of
Parlin died on Oct. 16.
Kotter, Gail, 54, of Sayreville died on
Oct. 28.
Murphy, Adelbert R., 85, of South
Amboy died on Oct. 28.
Olszewski, Frank E. Jr., 65, of South
Amboy died on Nov. 5.
Presnal, Marian Meisel, 94, of Sayreville
died on Nov. 2.
Ryniec, John J., 87, of Sayreville died
on Oct. 27.
Scully, William P. Jr., 33, formerly of
Sayreville died on Oct. 14.
Servis, Richard A., 85, formerly of South
Amboy died on Nov. 9.
Sheridan, Joan H., 84, of Parlin died
on Oct. 21.
Sowder, Lindsay, 90, of Parlin died on
Oct. 30.
Strugala, Josephine A. Dombrowski, 94,
of Sayreville died on Nov. 2.
Szraga, Joseph A. Sr., 93, of South
Amboy died on Oct. 21.
Wilsusz, Bertha A. “Babe,” 87, of South
Amboy died on Nov. 5.

William P. Scully Jr.
AGE: 33 • Sayreville

William P. Scully Jr age 33 of Gun
Barrel City Texas passed away Oct. 14.
He passed after a year long battle with
Leukemia. He was born in Perth Amboy
NJ and attended Sayreville schools before
moving to Texas in 2010. He was a truck
driver for Schneider trucking prior to being
diagnosed with Leukemia.
William is predeceased by his
grandmotherAzell Sharick and grandfather
Joseph W. Murray.
Surviving are his wife Kathy and
children Zachary, Keygan, and Kaison
of Gun Barrel City, TX., mother Alanda
Murray of Fords, father William P. Scully
and stepmother Holly of Phillipsburg, NJ.
Also grandparents Mr. & Mrs William
Scully of South Amboy, NJ., grandmother
Mrs. Sandra Canavesio of Lehighton,
PA., sister Beth Engroff of Fords, brother
Joseph Scully of Sugarknoth, PA. Also
surviving are nieces, nephews, a great
niece aunts, uncles.
ST CLAIRE NOVENA
Ask St. Claire for these favors, 1 buisness, 2 impossible.
Say 9 Hail Mary’s for 9 days with lighted candles. Pray
whether you believe in it or not. Publish on the 9th day.
May the Sacred Heart of Jesus be praised, adored and
glorified today and every day. Request will be granted
no matter how impossible it may seem. Publication must
be promised. -B.S..

MCC Operation
Shoebox

Middlesex County College celebrated Veterans
Day with a flag raising, a speech by College
Board member George Lisicki, who is also a
former national commander of the Veterans of
Foreign Wars, and a service project. The College
community and other volunteers packed boxes of
food and hygiene items to be shipped to service
members overseas. The program was organized
by Operation Shoebox NJ. From left, MCC
student Mike Gada (Old Bridge) an Army veteran;
Middlesex County Sheriff ’s Officer Matthew
Michals; and MCC student Lasha Otiuridze (East
Brunswick), a Marine Corps veteran. (Photo/
info submitted)
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Wisniewski: I’m Running For Governor

Historical Society Unveils New Memorial

MCC College Partners With
Barnes & Noble College

members Joe Szaro (c) and Ken Elyea (r) unveil the South Amboy Terra Cotta Works Memorial at
a ceremony on Nov. 12th in front of the South Amboy YMCA. The new memorial commemorates
one of South Amboy’s oldest industries, the South Amboy Terra Cotta Works, which was located
where the South Amboy YMCA currently stands. The event took place in conjunction with the
City of South Amboy.

"New Jersey deserves the kind of
leadership that is transformative, not
transactional"
Assemblyman John Wisniewski
on Tuesday released a video formally
announcing his run for Governor of New
Jersey.
"New Jersey deserves the kind of
leadership that is transformative, not
transactional. Some may say this is
impossible. I disagree. Nothing's impossible
with the right kind of leadership. That's why
I'm running for Governor of New Jersey."
In an email to supporters, Wisniewski
said: "In New Jersey we have a middle class
that's under siege and leadership that simply
doesn't care. We've seen time and time again
policies pursued for the benefit of the top
one-tenth of one percent at the expense of
hard-working New Jerseyans.
"I believe it's time we have policies that
work for everyone in our state, not just the

(Photos by Tom Burkard)
wealthy and well-connected. I believe men
and women have the right to go to work every
day with dignity and for a minimum wage of
not less than $15 an hour."
Wisniewski’s email goes on to say:
"I've learned the value of public service.
I've spent 21 years in the state assembly
fighting entrenched special interests that want
to run New Jersey for themselves."
Assemblyman John Wisniewski
(D-Sayreville) was elected to the New Jersey
General Assembly in 1995. As Chairman
of the Transportation and Independent
Authorities Committee, Wisniewski first
exposed Governor Christie's "Bridgegate"
scandal. Wisniewski served as Co-Chair of
the Joint Legislative Committee investigating
the matter. Born and raised in Sayreville,
Wisniewski is an attorney and small business
owner in his hometown. He and his wife
The Historical Society of South Amboy member Jerry Pizzillo (l) looks on approvingly, as other
Debbie have three daughters.

Middlesex County College has named
Barnes & Noble College, a Barnes & Noble
Education Company, as the new operator of
the MCC Bookstore.
Barnes & Noble College is recognized
for its ability to bring innovative programs and
solutions to college and university campuses.
The selection of Barnes & Noble College
will allow the bookstore to offer students
a variety of affordable course materials,
including a robust in-store and online rental
textbook program, an extensive selection of
used, new and digital textbooks, as well as a
new price matching program—offering even
more savings to students.
“We are very happy to announce this
partnership,” said College President Joann
La Perla-Morales. “We think Barnes & Noble
has a number of services that will benefit
our students.”
In addition to a variety of cost-saving
textbook options, MCC students will enjoy a
campus bookstore that reflects the College’s
unique brand, including an expanded
selection of MCC Blue Colt logo apparel,
laptops and other technology products, school
supplies, educational and reading materials,
as well as gifts for alumni, friends and family.
The bookstore will also be adding a Barnes
& Noble Café, which will serve a variety of
Starbucks™ coffees, as well as an expanded
Marketplace offering beverages, sandwiches,
salads and snacks items.
Barnes & Noble College will create and
manage Middlesex County College’s online
bookstore website, delivering an innovative,
customized shopping experience, offering
students, faculty and alumni the choice and
convenience to shop in-store or online.
MCC faculty also will gain access to a
groundbreaking online community called
FacultyEnlight (www.facultyenlight.com),
a streamlined textbook adoption platform
that combines advanced search capabilities

with detailed information on course material
formats, pricing and reviews by other faculty.
MCC students will also have the
opportunity to apply for part-time and
seasonal bookseller positions, as well
as participate in the bookstore’s Retail
Internship Program, where, if accepted,
they can participate in an 18-24 month
management development course that can
result in placement in a management position
in one of its campus bookstores across the
country.
Retail internship opportunities and
personal growth for MCC students will extend
beyond their graduation day. Barnes & Noble
College’s partnerships with Kean University,
Rowan University, and Rutgers University
provide a clear pathway for students to
continue their vocational growth with Barnes
& Noble College when they transfer to New
Jersey’s top four-year universities. MCC’s The Historical Society of South Amboy members Jerry Pizzillo (l) and Mayor Fred Henry (c) along
proximity to Barnes & Noble College’s with President Mary Szaro, are pictured by the new memorial. Mayor Henry is holding a ceramic
Home Office in Basking Ridge, NJ, also product that was actually manufactured at the South Amboy Terra Cotta Works many years ago.
presents further opportunities for MCC
student internships.
(Photos by Tom Burkard)
Middlesex County College is one
of 16 higher education institutions that
Barnes & Noble College partners with in
the state of New Jersey, including Rutgers
University, Salem Community College,
Rowan University, Ocean County College
and Kean University. Barnes & Noble
College operates more than 751 campus
stores nationwide.
“We’re very proud to partner with
Middlesex County College,” said Patrick
Maloney, president of Barnes & Noble
College. “We’re looking forward to offering
the campus community an outstanding
retail experience, a multitude of resources,
innovative technologies and an array of
course material offerings that will support
MCC’s affordable, accessible and high quality
education.”

Elementary School Reunion Mass

Early Thanksgiving Dinner
(Photos/info by Joe Lotkowictz)

Thanksgiving dinner came early for
the seniors of the McCarthy/Noble
Towers this year. Pictured are some
of the residents enjoying a wonderful
holiday meal.

On Nov. 13th St. Bernadette’s
Youth Group held its 4th Annual
Thanksgiving Dinner for the seniors
of McCarthy/Noble Towers of
South Amboy. As usual, the Youth
Group, under the supervision of
adult advisors, prepared and served
the food to all the smiling faces in
attendance. A great time was had
by all!

Father Dennis Weezorak, Pastor of St. Mary Church, Sisters of Mercy, and others are pictured
following the Reunion Mass.

Pictured are all principals, faculty, Sisters of Mercy and staff from St. Mary’s Grammar School, which
later became known as St. Mary’s Elementary School. The Reunion Mass was organized by former
student John Kobiernicki, and everyone had a great time reminiscing at the brunch that followed at
St. Patrick’s Hall below St. Mary’s Church.
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