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SOUTH AMBOY — The Tom
Kelly era for the Minnesota Twing
has come to an end.

plus years as manager. “I feel
right that it’s & good time for me
10 step aside and let somebody
- else take over.”

The 51-year-old Kelly said that
he came to his decision two weeks
ago. He informed Twins owner
Carl Pohlad and general manager
Terry Ryan about his plans. Both
tried to talk him out of quithing.
“It’s a sad day for this organi-
zation because we no longer have

R . The man who has been the
3 club’s manager for more than a
= third of its existence has decided
Q not to return for the 2002 season.
2 Kelly made the announcement st
: -l 8 recent press conference at the
: Eg Metrodome.

P S & “It's just been a fantastic ride
: for me,” said Kelly, who spent 15-
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Ryan setd. “He’s gotng out on his
own terms and it gives him a
chance to do some things with his
personal life that he never had an
opportunity to do.”

PERTH AMBOY — Anthony
 Bermudez and Rachel Ramos
exchanged wedding vows on Oct
17, 10 months ahead of their
planned Aug. 25, 2002, wedding
date.

" The change in date was
prompted by Bermudez’s call to
active duty with the New Jersey
National Guard in Somerset.
Mayor Joseph Vas performed the
wedding at City Hall.

According to Col. John
Dwyer, public affairs officer for
the state Department of Military
~ and Veterans Affairs in Trenton,
Bermudez left on Oct. 20to sup-
Bermudez will be among the
National Guard troops providing

his guidance and leadership,”

Kelly went to St. Mary’s High
School, South Amboy, and
learned there that “players can be
trained to take responsible
actions.”

He wanted players to “make a
ritual out of doing it right” and
explained that he could not teach
virtue or character, but he could
teach habits of responsibility.

Pohlad, the Twins’ owner since
1984, didn’t believe that the day
would come when Kelly would
step down.

“l was more surprised than
saybody - else,” Pohlad said.
“Baseball is a pressure game.
Tom was & master of that and the
results certainly show that he
kaew how to handle ballplayers.”

The Twins announced that
Kelly would accept a yet-to-be-
determined position within the
orgenization. The now former
manager said that his days of
being the skipper are over for
good
There are scveral factors that
Kelly said helped him make the
decision to retire. While he

Call-Up Moves Up Wedding Date

security near the World Trade
Center. They will replace the
New York National Guardsmen
on duty since Sept. 11, according
to Dwyer,

After serving in New York,
Bermudez said he could be sent
somewhere else. “We decided to
go ahead and get it (the wedding)
done now, so if anything happens
..., said Bermudez.

The couple had been dating
for 4 years. They met at the Perth
Amboy Division of Raritan Bay
Medical  Center, ~ where
Bermudez used to work as a
socurity officer and where
Ramos still works as a reception-
ist. Bermudez now works for the
U.S. Postal Service.

refused to disclose most of them,
he did say that he had been feeling
tired and worn out.

Kelly took over as Twins man-
ager Sept. 12, 1986, replacing
Ray Miller. He had a tenure that’s
longer than any active head coach
or manager among the nation’s
four major professional sports
leagues.

Minnesota’s record under
Kelly’s leadership is 1,140~
1,244. He led the Twins to their
firt World Championship over
the St. Louis Cardinals in 1987,
his first full season on the job. A
second World Series title fol-
lowed in 1991 after a dramatic
Game 7 victory over the Atlanta

Braves.

During his storied career, the
man known as ‘TK’ has had the
chance to manage hundreds of
players, including current and
future Hall of Famers like Steve
Carlaton, Dave Winfield and Paul
Molitor. Then, of course, he man-
aged the most popular Twin of all,

.Kirby Puckett.

“Before 2001, the 1992 season
was the last winning year for
Kelly and the Twins. Between
1993-2000, tRe club endured
eight-straight losing campaigns.

During the losing seasons,
Kelly showed tremendous pa-
tience working with the develop-
ing young players in the organiza-
tion. His efforts appeared to have
finally paid off when Minnesota
posted an 85-77 record this past
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South Amboy’s Kelly
Retires As Twins Manager

season and finished in second
place six games behind the Cleve-
land Indians in the American
League Central division.

Leaving now when the team
seemed to be headed back in the
right direction makes Kelly’s
decision an odd choice. But he

~says that the team will be all nght
without him manning the dugout.

“The game is sbout the play-

ers,” Kelly said. “It's not about
the manager. The ball club is now
set and headed in the right direc-
tion. With a little tinkering, it will
move slong.” ‘

Kelly is leaving with the per-
sonal satisfaction that enthusiasm
for Twins baseball has returned
with the good play during his final
season.

A successor to Kelly has not
been named yet. Ryan now finds
himself having to make his first
managerial appointment since
becoming general manager in
1994. He said that he would be
looking within the organization
and around baseball for a replace-
ment.

While coaches Ron Gardenhire
and Molitor are two potential can-
didates, Ryan declined to discuss
the possibilities. Noting that there
is no timetable, he said that Kelly
would have input in the final deci-
sion,

ROOFING & SIDING
LEADERS & GUTTERS
STORM WINDOWS
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Bandics Installed

As Director

“l intend to encourage our
Police Officers, faculty and
staff to work together to unite
the college community,...”

MIDDLESEX COUNTY —
George Bandics, the retired
Deputy Chief of Middlesex
County Prosecutor’s Office,
became the Director of Police of
Middlesex County College on
Oct. 16. The 59-year-old
Bandics, who served the Pros-
ecutor’s Office for 17 years, and
prior to that the Edison Police
Department for 15 years,
became the fifth Director of
Police in the 35 year history of
the College.

No stranger to the communi-
ty college, Bandics is a graduate
of Middlesex County College
and has served on the Criminal
Justice Advisory Committee
since 1985. His colleagues give
him high marks for his dedica-
tion, professionalism and com-
mitment to bringing the philoso-
phy of community policing to
the college setting, which he
will continue to do in his new
role.

“I intend to encourage our
Police Officers, faculty and staff
to work together to unite the
college community,” Bandics
stated recently. “1 want to work
with all organizations on cam-
pus to understand their needs
and explain the responsibilities
of the campus police; together,
we can make this the best com-
munity college in the State of
New Jersey.”

Bandics will be supervising
Il sworn officers and eight
civilian employees. “I've al-

Of Police

ready met all the officers and
staffl and find them to be a most
professional group of men and
women,” he states. Bandics will
be wearing regular clothes on
the job, “which is a big asset to
those who are put off by a uni-
form,” he noted. “I hope this
underscores how approachable
and available [ am.”

There has a.lways been a high
level of trust for Bandics among
his colleagues in the Pros-
ecutor’s Office, people in the
community and the press. He
believes that trust is built gradu-
ally by ethical and exemplary
behavior toward every group
that is served. Bandics is partic-
ularly pleased to have a child
care center on campus, where he
can help children at a very
young age develop positive per-
ceptions about the police.

Bandics earned his under-
graduate degree at Thomas E.
Edison College and holds a
master’s degree from Seton Hall
University in Education, He is a
graduate of the FBI National
Academy Law Enforcement
Executive Development Course
in Quantico, VA.

Bandics and his wife, Joyce,
live in Edison. His son, Alan, is
a Middlesex County Prosecutor
Investigator, his son, George, is
an Advertising Account Exe-
cutive for Verizon, and his son,
Christopher, works at the Ford
Motor Company. In addition,
Bandics has one grandchild,

Kyle George, who just turned

five,
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“New Jersey’s older adults and their families need to |
be aware of the potential dangers of taking multiple

medications,”

MIDDLESEX COUNTY —
The New Jersey Department of
Health and Senior Services has
awarded $72,000 to Middlesex
county to develop medication
management, screening and
education programs for senior
citizens to help them and their
families become more aware of
the potential medical complica-
tions for those who are taking
more than one medication at a
time.

“New Jersey’s older adults
and their families need to be
aware of the potential dangers
of taking multiple medica-
tions,” said acting
Commissioner of Health and
Senior Services George T.
DiFerdinando, Jr., MD. “These
new programs are the latest
New Jersey services that will
help our older adults improve
their quality of life while main-
taining their independence and

dignity as they age in place.”

According to the U.S.
Department of Health and
Human Services, two-thirds of
adults over age 65 use one or
more drugs each day, and a
quarter of them take three drugs
each day. A number of potential
problems face older adults tak-
ing multiple medications,
including adverse drug interac-
tions, confusion and impaired
motor function.

The county office on aging
will coordinate individual
assessments for seniors who are
at high risk for adverse medica-
tion-related health events.

Family medicine physicians
from the UMDNIJ-Robert Wood
Johnson Medical School will
help seniors develop medica-
tion  management plans.
UMDNJ’s nursing staff will
monitor these plans on a week-
ly basis. Individuals over 60

years of age who are living
alone or have no immediate
family will qualify for this pro-
gram. The counseling program
will be available for seniors liv-

ing in New Brunswick,
Highland Park, East
Brunswick, Edison, North

Brunswick and South Bruns-
wick.

" The Middlesex County
Office on Aging was awarded
funds to develop this pilot pro-
gram thfough a competitive
application process that was
based on demonstrated need for
the proposed program, the
establishment of collaborative
relationships for program
implementation, and strategies
for providing services to
diverse senior populations. The
funds were provided by the fed-
eral Administration on Aging
and distributed through New
Jersey’s Department of Health
and Senior Services.

Labor Union Seeks Candidates For

Apprenticeship Program

AREA—An informational
meeting and screening for can-
didates interested in enrolling in
the Community Action Work-
force Development Program,
sponsored by the Middlesex
County Economic Opportunities
Corporation (MCEQC). Moti-
vated applicants looking for a
challenging and rewarding con-
struction career are invited to
attend this event to be consid-
ered as apprentices.

The meeting is planned for
Thursday, Oct. 25 from 6:30-8
p.m. at the Tabernacle Baptist
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Church, 239 George Street, New
Brunswick.

Approved apprentices spon-
sored by MCEOC will attend
classroom and hands-on job
training at the New Jersey
Building Laborers Training &
Apprenticeship  facility in
Monroe Township beginning
January, 2002, free of charge.
Eligible low- to middle-income
candidates must have a New
Jersey driver’s license and either
a High School diploma or GED

equivalent. MCEOC also pro-
vides case management and

preparative services on an indi-
vidualized basis. Upon graduat-
ing from the apprenticeship pro-
gram, applicants are admitted to
the Laborers International
Union of North America
(LIUNA) to work on construc-
tion projects administered by
MCEOC.

For more information about
MCEOC’s Community Action
Workforce Development Pro-
gram, contact Beverly Williams
at MCEOC at (732) 324-1580.
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Society Endorses Open Space Trust Fund

MIDDLESEX COUNTY —
Tom Gilmore, President of the
New Jersey Audubon Society,
has endorsed the plan to expand
the Middlesex County Open
Space Trust Fund.

Gilmore urged Middlesex
County residents to vote “yes”
- on Nov. 6 on public question #1,
which asks voter approval for an
increase in the County Open
Space levy from a penny per
$100 of assessed valuation to
three cents per $100 of assessed
valuation.

“Wildlife preservation is at
the top of our list,” Gilmore
said, “Preserving open space in
Middlesex County is right up
there with it,

-“Without the open space, our
wildlife protection efforts will
be much more difficult to under-
take,” said Gilmore.

“Key parcels of land are
available for purchase right
now,” Gilmore said. “If the
Middlesex County Open Space
Trust Fund doesn’t have the
resources to buy it, it will be lost
to the developers forever.

Middlesex County residents -

should vote to allow the Trust
Fund to take advantage of this
opportunity,” he said.

Middlesex County residents
voted in 1995 to establish the
Open Space Trust Fund to buy
land and protect it from devel-
opment. Since the program
began in 1996, more than 4,600
acres in the County have been
purchased or are under contract.
This land, and all the other prop-
erty acquired by the Trust Fund,
will be preserved forever as
open space.

New Moms Discussion
Group Starting

MIDDLESEX COUNTY —
Family Friends is starting a dis-
cussion group for new mothers

and their babies beginning in -

November. This will be an
opportunity to talk about all
aspects of raising a baby. The
group will meet once a week
for six weeks. Dates and times
will be set to accommodate the
most participants. Cost is $10

Free Support Group

from 9-10:30 a.m. at 517

MIDDLESEX COUNTY —
Jewish Family Service of South-
ern Middlesex County, a non-
profit social service agency, will
offer a six-week support group
for anyone who has lost a loved
‘one as a result of the Sept.§11
attacks. The first group meeting
will take place on Wed., Oct. 31

Free Rides To The Polls

MIDDLESEX COUNTY —
Middlesex County Area Wide
Transportation Services
- (A.W.T.S.) will provide free
curb-to-curb transportation to
the polls for seniors (60+) and
people with disabilities, on
-Tues., Nov. 6, Freeholder Jane
Z. Brady announced. The ride
service will operate from 10
a.m. to 2 p.m. New riders are
welcome. People who want
rides must:

* Register with A W.T.S. and
make Election Day reservations
for transportation. Telephone 1-
800-221-3520. Press 1 for the
menu, and then press 2 for reg-
istration and reservations. .

. call 732-296-1647.

for members and $15 for non-
members.

Contact Family Friends at
(732) 828-6600 or fami-
lyfriendsinc@yahoo.com for
more information. Family
Friends is a nonprofit organiza-
tion that plans activities and
support groups for families
with young children. -

Ryders Lane, East Bruns-
wick. Licensed Clinical
Social Workers, Fredda
Rothman and Nancy Ward,
will facilitate the group.
There is no charge for the
group. Please call 732-
257-4100 to register.

* Telephone Monday
through Friday from 7:15
a.m. to 4 p.m. |

« Make their reserva-
tions for Election Day
rides by Wed,, Oct. 31. .-

* Provide an exact
address of your polling
place when you register.

Free transportation to
the polls is a new service
provided to elderly and
disabled members of the
community by the
Middlesex County Board
of Chosen Freeholders. For
more information, please
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Penh Amboy Ready With

Emergency Management Plan

PERTH AMBOY—A multi-
agency plan is in place through-
out the city to deal cooperative-
ly with any suspicious or poten-
tially threatening mcsdents as
they may arise.

“While there has been no
direct threat against the City of
Perth Amboy or its residents, it
is still prudent to be precau-
tious. Residents are urged to
use common sense and (o
maintain a heightened sense of
awareness,” stated Mayor
Joseph Vas.

'Perth Amboy’s Police Dept.
and Office of Emergency
Management (OEM) are
working cooperatively with
the Middlesex County Health

Dept. and Hazardous Materials

Unit, the State Health Dept,
the NJ State Police and the

F.B.L to identify and investi-

gate any potential threats via
the U.S. mail system.
While the media has done

‘an excellent job of raising

awareness among residents,
Mayor Vas and the Office of
Emergency Management wish
to offer the following guide-
lines, which have been recom-
mended by the Centers for

Disease Control and

HOME

Adult Medical Day Care

Prevention and the U.S. Postal
Service:

Mail is suspect if it:

* Is unexpected or from an
unfamiliar source

o Is addressed to someone
no longer there or is outdated
in any way

* Has no return address or
one that cannot be verified

» Is odd-shaped or of unusu-
al weight for its size

* Bears restrictive labels
such as  “Personal” or
“Confidential”

* Has protruding wires,
strange odors or stains

* Has a postmark that does-
n’t match the return address

If you receive a suspicious
letter/package in the mail:

* Do not try to jpen the
package or envelope and do
not move it

* Isolate the parcel

* Evacuate the immediate
area, secure ventilation sys-
tems if possible

* Report the incident to your
local police department who
will then make the determina-

tion as to any further action
that may be required

If you suspect a piece of
mail may contain or be con-

Now Open in Perth Amboy'
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taminated with anthrax or any

other dangerous substance:

* Do not handle, shake or
empty the parcel

« Ensure that everyone who
had contact with it washes his
or her hands

» Make a list of all people
who had contact with the pack-
age and provide the list to your
local police

* Ensure all people who had
contact to not leave the area

* Do not attempt to clean up
any powder or substance

It is important to stress that
these are guidelines and every-
one needs to employ “good
common sense” in handling
the mail. For further informa-
tion or to report a suspect let-

A

ter/package, call your local

police or in Perth Amboy call
732-442-4400.

In addition to the handling
of mail, Perth Amboy has
taken precautionary measures
to further protect and secure

the city’s water supply and
water treatment facility.

Residents should be confident
that the city’s water is safe to
continue drinking.
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COLONIA—On Sat., Nov.
3 from 9 a.m.-7 p.m. and Sun.
Nov. 4 from 10 a.m.-5 p.m. at
the VFW Post 6061, Inman
Avenue, Colonia, there will be
the first annual Holiday Craft
Boutique.

The event features hand-
made crafts, dolls, wood
items, collectible gifts, orna-
ments, ceramic/clay, sweets
and treats and much more.

Don’t miss out on that spe- -

cial holiday gift.
VISA/MasterCard is
accepted.

Free Self-improvement
Seminar

ISELIN—A free seminar
on the Ancient Chinese
Practice of Falun Dafa (also
known as Falun Gong) will be
presented at the Iselin Branch
Library on Saturday, Nov. 10
at 10 am.

The program will introduce
this self-imprevement practice
for body, mind and spirit
which is practiced by over 100
million people in 40 countries

worldwide. The exercises are

simple and easy to learn, and
focus on three universal prin-
ciples: truthfulness, compas-
sion and tolerance.

The Iselin Branch Library
is located at 1081 Green
Street, Iselin. For further
information, call (732) 283-
1200. '

Introcaso Cleaners and
we will clean, restore,
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M'i"m""’“’" Seniors Urged To Apply For “Senior Gold

“This is a great way to help seniors and the disabled who
do not qualify for PAAD but who still need help paying

for their prescriptions,”

SAYREVILLE—Assembly
Deputy Minority Conference
Leader John S. Wisniewski is
urging senior citizens to apply
for Senior Gold, a new prescrip-
tion discount program that qual-
ified senior and disabled persons
may participate in.

Seniors and disabled persons
who do not qualify for
Pharmaceutical Assistance to
the Aged and Disabled (PAAD)
because of income limits. may
qualify for Senior Gold if:

* They are a New Jersey res-
ident.

* Their annual income is
between $19,238-$29,238 for
single participants or combined
annual income is between
$23,589-$33,589 for married
participants.

* They are at least 65 years or
are receiving Social Security
Disability benefits.

“This is a great way to help
seniors and the disabled who do
not qualify for PAAD but who
still need help paying for their
prescriptions,” said Assembly-
man Wisniewski. “One of
PAAD’s shortcomings has been

(o-Steel Issues Profit Warning

PERTH AMBOY-Canadian-
based Co-Steel recently issued
third quarter profit warnings,
due to a number of factors. One
major cause is a non-cash C$13
million ($8.2 million) pretax
charge related to early retire-
ment costs at its Lasco plant in
‘Ontario.

Another factor is the repair
costs for Co-Steel’s Raritan
facility in Perth Amboy, which
was damaged by a steam
explosion. The explosion also
forced unscheduled stoppages
at the company’s Raritan,
Lasco, and Sayreville facili-
ties.

Co-Steel was also affected

INTROCASO
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by the Sept. 11 attacks because
of logistical problems in ship-
ping goods to the New York-
New Jersey area, where many
customers are located.
Co-Steel said in a state-
ment, “In 2001, the slowing
North American economy has
affected Co-Steel and much of
the North American steel
industry and continues to
affect volume and margins.”

its income limits, which were
set many years ago and have
excludled many moderate-
income seniors.”

Participants in the Senior
Gold program pay a co-payment
of either $15 plus 50 percent of
remaining cost for each covered
prescription or the reasonable
cost, whichever is less. Once the
participant meets the annual out-
of-pocket expenses, $2000 for
single or $3000 for married per-
sons, the co-payment per pre-
scription is $15. Should a partic-
ipant have prescription cover-
age, Senior Gold will be used to
supplement the amount not cov-
ered by the plan, First time pre-
scriptions are limited to a 34-

day supply, and refills are limit-
ed to 34-day supplies or 100 unit
doses, whichever is greater.

“It is disheartening to hear of
people whose income is just
over PAAD’s limit, who have no
relief from their prescription
costs,” said Wisniewski. “This
program may not help everyone,
but it is a step in the right direc-
tion for prescription drug relief
for our seniors.”

If anyone is interested in
obtaining more information
about this program or to obtain
an application, contact 1-800-
792-9745 ot call Assemblyman
Wisniewski’s office at (732)
316-1885. -

ESL Conversation Groups

EDISON—Residents who

are able to read and speak
some English and willing to
participate in a conversational
setting are invited to join one
of the ESL Conversation
Groups at the Edison Public
Libraries.

Three groups meet at the
Main Library, 340 Plainfield
Avenue. The first meets Tues-
day mornings from
9:30-11:30 a.m., the second

on Wednesday evenings from
7-9 p.m. and the third on
Thursday afternoons from
12-2 pm. A fourth group
meets at the North Edison
Library, 777 Grove Ave., on
Wednesday mornings from
9:30-11 a.m.

Participants may register in
person when they attend their
first meeting. For further
information, call Roberta at
287-2298, ext. 227.

MAKING STRIDES AGAINST BREAST CANCER IN WOODBRIDGE TOWNSHIP—Mayor James E. McGreevey recently
Issued a Proclamation recognizing October as Breast Cancer Awareness Month in Woodbridge Township. The
American Cancer Sociaty hosted its annual Making Strides Against Breast Cancer walk in Woodbridge on Oct.
14, Pictured (L~R.) are Woodbridge Township Council President Kevin Wertz; Carole Hila, a breast cancer

survivor from Avenel who chairs the Making Strides Against Breast Cancer walk; and Ksren Ann Antonucd,
Making Strides Against Breast Cancer event manager.

2 494 AVENEL ST, AVENEL, NJ + 732-636-0437
- . HOURS: MON.-FRI. 7 am-6:30pm,
s SAT. 7:30am-5pm

[ 3

L]






