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Four wreaths in memory of 9/11 victims and lives lost in the war on terrorism stand next to 
the 9/11 memorial in Sayreville. (Photo by Melissa Jewels)

Pictured at the 9/11 Memorial Service at Raritan Bay Waterfront Park is South Amboy 
Mayor Fred Henry, City Council members, as well as American Legion Luke A. Lovely Post 
62 of South Amboy, and South Amboy Elks Club members.  Other people who attended 
the service to remember those killed in the 9/11 tragedy are also in the photo.   (Photo by 
Tom Burkard)

September 11th Remembered
By Steve Schmid

Twelve years ago on a beautiful fall-
like morning, our area was hit by the worst 
terrorist attack in U.S. history.  Raritan Bay 
Waterfront Park observed a special 9/11 
memorial observation attended by about 150 
people.  This was the 2nd Annual observation 
sponsored by American Legion Luke A. 
Lovely Post #62, South Amboy, and South 
Amboy Elks Lodge #784.  

South Amboy Mayor Fred Henry re-
called that tragic day.  “Everyone remembers 

where they were 12 years ago.  I was in class.  
My colleague Tony Gonsalves came in and 
asked if I knew what was happening with 
the World Trade Center.  There was a lot of 
fear,” he said.  Henry was proud that South 
Amboy first responders went to the World 
Trade Center to lend assistance.  He added 
that more than 3,000 died that day, including 
Gary Frank of South Amboy.  The ceremony 
concluded when the crowd joined in singing 
“God Bless America.”

OLV, Locals To Be 
Honored

By Diocese
 Our Lady of Victories Parish and Rev. 

Thomas F. Ryan, Pastor will be given the 
honor of “Community Servant Award” 
at the 2013 Flame of Charity Dinner on 
Thursday, Oct. 24 at the Hyatt Regency 
in New Brunswick.  This event assists the 
many works of Catholic Charities within the 
diocese of Metuchen.

The award will be given to the parish 
and Rev. Ryan in recognition of the col-
laborative pastoral response to the local 
needs as the result of the recent Hurricane 
Sandy.  When the storm hit the tri-state 
area last year in October, the parish com-
munity came together like never before, 
demonstrating the deep faith and commit-
ment shared as Catholics to provide for the 
physical, spiritual and material needs of 
those in need.  The parish collaborated with 
many other organizations and individuals, 
and in particular, Catholic Charities who 
mobilized immediately with a coordinated 
disaster relief effort that included setting up 
temporary shelters and distribution centers 
to aid the storm victims.

Brian J. Kelly, President and Dennis 
M. Kelly, Chief Executive Officer of APG 
Security, LLC, South Amboy will also be 
honored at the event as Humanitarians of 
the Year.

For dinner reservations or more informa-
tion on this event please contact The Office 
of Development at phone: 732-562-2438, 
fax: 732-562-1168, or Email: flameofchar-
ity13@diometuchen.org.   

Benefit Run
October 12

Sayreville’s “Hit the Bricks” 11th Annual 
5-Miler-Run/Walk, will be held rain or shine 
on Oct. 12 at 9:30 a.m.  It will be a morning 
of food, music and fun.  Proceeds will benefit 
the Brain Injured Children of Sayreville.  For 
more info please call 732-390-7092/7096 or 
visit on line at Sayreville.com.

South Amboy 
Artsfest & Street 

Fair
The City of South Amboy will host the 

2013 Arts Fest & Street Fair on Sunday, Sept. 
22 (rain date, Sept. 29) from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m.  
The Festival will take place along Broadway.  
All are cordially invited!  There will be deli-
cious food, numerous craft vendors, artisan 
exhibits, rides for children, entertainment, 
FREE craft tables for children’s participa-
tion, door prizes and more.  New vendors 
welcomed.  For more info call 732-525-5932 
or e-mail events@southamboynj.gov.

Former 
Superintendent

Dies
Richard Muchanic, 85, who served as 

South Amboy’s Superintendent of Public 
Works for 16 years, died on Sept. 4.  Prior 
to working for the City of South Amboy, he 
was a Senior Research Coordinator/Materi-
als Engineer at National Lead.  Rich was 
highly-respected by all, and will be sadly 
missed but never forgotten.

Sayreville Remembers 9/11 Victims
By Melissa Jewels

On Sunday, September 8, Sayreville 
held its 12th Annual September 11th Me-
morial Service in Burke’s Park. Over one 
hundred people, including representatives 
from police, fire, and governing officials, 
closed in on the granite replica of the Twin 
Towers, bearing the names of the Sayreville 

residents who lost their lives on September 
11, 2001.

The night of remembrance began with 
Mayor Kennedy O’Brien and Council 
President Buchanan presenting flowers to 
family members and special guests. The 

(Continued on page 10)

Diocese’s 
New Raritan 
Bay Catholic 

Preparatory School 
Open

By Joanne Ward, Editor-in-Chief, The 
Catholic Spirit

Earlier this month, Diocese of Metuchen 
began a new chapter in its Catholic education 
history when Raritan Bay Catholic Prepa-
ratory School opens its doors to more than 
460 students in pre-kindergarten through 
twelfth grade.

The new diocesan school has been 
created through the union of Cardinal Mc-
Carrick/St. Mary High School and Sacred 
Heart Elementary School. The two schools 
are located on the same property and their 
buildings join with a gym and cafeteria being 
shared by all students.

Msgr. Michael J. Corona, executive 
director, diocesan Department of Education, 
said the concept of combining resources and 
offerings of South Amboy’s two Catholic 
schools arose this past school year when 
Sacred Heart School in South Amboy moved 
into the building adjacent to Cardinal Mc-
Carrick High School. 

“The proximity of the school buildings 
lent itself to collaboration, shared experi-
ences, and a natural bonding among the 
students, faculty and staff. So after prayerful 
deliberation and discussion, plans were     

(Continued on page 15)

Cardinal McCarrick/St. Mary’s High School and Sacred Heart Elementary School have 
recently combined to become the new Raritan Bay Catholic  Preparatory School, but “will 
not lose their individual identities,” according to Msgr. Michael J. Corona, executive director, 
diocesan Dept. of Education. (Photos by Brian Stratton)

Angie Putman (l) and Bridget Knoblock (r) 
proudly display the trophy won by the South 
Amboy Fire Dept. Ladies Auxiliary , for Best 
Appearing Ladies Auxiliary.  Congratulations!
  (Photo/info courtesy of Mike Geraltowski)
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Talk Of The Towns
By Tom Burkard

In Memoriam
Ronald Creed, 65, of Sayreville died on 

Aug. 22.  He served in the U.S. Army and 
received a Bronze Star of Valor.  Patricia 
Mathis, 66, of Parlin died on Aug. 24.  Before 
retiring, she was the Cafeteria Supervisor 
at Sacred Heart School, and also served as 
HAS President at Sacred Heart.   Joseph 
Belmonte, 84, formerly of Morgan died on 
Aug. 25.  He coached St. Mary’s CYO bas-
ketball team and also coached in the Morgan 
Little League.  Joe was the owner/operator 
of Matty’s Auto Parts, Matawan, retiring 24 
years ago.  Karen Krzyzkowski, who was a 
former Social Worker/Guidance Counselor 
for the Sayreville School District died on 
Aug. 27.  Catherine “Kate” Pawlowski, 99, 
of Sayreville died on Aug. 27.  She was the 
owner/operator of John & Kate’s Luncheon-
ette in Sayreville for 35 years.

Always remember their goodness and 
happy memories they left while they were 
here on earth.

Pleasant Little 
Trivia

By Tom Burkard
1. Who was Sayreville’s Business Admin-
istrator in 2000?  a. Fred Maloney b. John 
Patel c. Joseph D’Arco
2. In 2000, this nails business held its grand 
opening at 108 N. Broadway, South Amboy?  
a. Suzy’s b. Daisy’s c. Kiki’s
3. What was previously located at the 
current site of Texas Roadhouse?   a. Old 
Country Buffet b. Pets & Things c. Pacillo’s 
Restaurant
4. Where was Who’s Subs?...and more lo-
cated in South Amboy?  a. South Pine Ave. 
b. North Broadway c. South Stevens Ave.
5. This pizza/restaurant was located at Gate-
way Plaza in Parlin?  a. Superior b. Carlo’s 
c. Antonio’s
6. South Amboy’s Second Ward Councilman 
in 2000?  a. John Szatkowski b. James Reick 
c. Donald Thomas
7. Sub Marina was located in what section 
of Sayreville?   a. President Park b. Morgan 
c. Melrose
8. B & B Market on Rosewell St. in South 
Amboy later became?  a. Bowery Supermar-
ket b. Rosewell Market c. Bayside Deli
9. In 2000, this fine roller hockey team was 
based in Sayreville?  a. Puckro-Maniacs b. 
Blue-Gray Machine c. Sayreville Strikers
10. Where was the Dugout Café located in 
South Amboy?  a. South Stevens Ave. b. 
South Broadway c. Rt. 35 South
11. The top vote-getter in the 2000 Sayreville 
Board of Education election?  a. Kevin Ciak 
b. Danny J. DiPoalo c. Al Cox
12. St. Mary’s High School held its first 
Sports Hall of Fame induction in?  a. 1997 
b. 1999 c. 2000

Answers
1c 2b 3a 4a 5b 6c 7b 8b 9a 10a 11a 12c.

Mom’s Balance & Self-Renewal Group
Dr. Colleen Georges facilitates this 

monthly group at Sayreville Public Library 
designed specifically for moms! Many 
moms are feeling increasingly isolated and 
disconnected—from themselves and oth-
ers—and are craving meaningful connection 
and community. This group will focus on 
helping moms of kids, ages birth to teenag-
ers, find more balance in their lives. The 
next meeting will be on Tuesday, October 
15 from 6:30 to 8PM.

Talk about positive discipline, relation-
ships with kids, and partners, positive family 
time and rituals, self-identity through career, 
volunteering, personal hobbies, education 
- going back to school, making time for 
friends, and action planning to stick to 
each of these goals. Dr. Georges, a Certi-
fied Comprehensive Positive Psychology 

Coach, a Certified Cognitive Behavioral 
Therapy Specialist, a NJ Licensed Profes-
sional Counselor, and a Certified Positive 
Discipline Counselor, will help you discover 
how to tap the power of self-care, build a 
support network, manage your energy and 
learn to say “no.” Each month, she will 
share resources for creating balance from 
the inside-out, strategies and insights for 
self-renewal, and ways to reconnect with 
“who you are.” This will be an opportunity 
to create a feeling of community and forge 
meaningful connections with like-minded 
women!

No registration is required! Just show 
up on the third Tuesday of each month! For 
more information, contact Alaina at 732-
727-0212 ex.25 or email her at alainad@
lmxac.org.

Appy Hour - Cool 
Apps for Your 

Mobile Devices
Have you recently purchased a smart 

phone or tablet and are not sure where to 
begin? Does the world of apps overwhelm 
and confuse you? Join us for Appy Hour at 
Sayreville Public Library on Monday, Oc-
tober 28, from 7:00 to 8:30PM! Tech guru, 
Karlton Utter, will recommend some top apps 
for you to manage your social media, notes, 
email, documents, news, games, pictures, 
and so much more. He will also be going 
live on some of the apps to demonstrate 
how they work. There is so much more you 
can do with your devices than play Angry 
Birds. Bring your questions and get ready 
to have fun!

For more information or to register, 
contact Alaina at 732-727-0212 ex. 25 or 
email her at alainad@lmxac.org. You may 
also register online at www.sayrevillelibrary.
org!

The Democratic Party was well-represented at Sayreville Day on Sept. 15th at Kennedy 
Park.  Pictured (l-r) Senator Joe Vitale, Freeholder Blanquita Valenti, Congressman Frank 
Pallone, and Sayreville Councilmen/candidates William Henry, and Daniel Buchanan.  (Photo 
by Tom Burkard)
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Karate Classes
The South Amboy Recreation Dept. will 

be offering Karate Classes for 3rd, 4th, 5th, & 6th 
grade students only.  Each student must be a 
resident of South Amboy.  There is a limited 
number of students—first come first serve.  
Registration date is Monday, Sept. 23rd from 
6-7 p.m.  Registration Fee is $20 per child, 
$30 per family.  This is the only cost to you 
for this 6-month program.  (Uniforms are 
optional and will be offered at registration).  
Checks for registration must be made payable 
to “City of South Amboy.”  The location for 
the classes is 108 South Stevens Ave.  (The 
former South Amboy Senior Building).  This 
is a great program for your child, learning 
discipline, self-confidence and self-control.  
If you cannot make or miss the registration 
date or need additional information, please 
call 732-721-9093 ASAP since this is a lim-
ited class size.  The Youth Group Director 
is Master Brian O’Connor.

OLV Senior Girls’ Day Out

Texas Roadhouse 
Dining to Benefit 

South Amboy 
Library

Help the South Amboy library pur-
chase new computers by dining at Texas 
Roadhouse on Thursday, October 3.  Texas 
Roadhouse of Old Bridge in collaboration 
with the Dowdell Library Foundation will 
host a Dining to Donate fundraiser to benefit 
South Amboy’s Dowdell Library.  

When presented with a flyer, Texas 
Roadhouse, a proud library supporter, will 
donate 10% of the check to the Dowdell Li-
brary Foundation.  The flyer can be presented 
on Thursday, October 3 from 4:00 pm until 
10:00 pm.  Flyers are available at the library 
and Texas Roadhouse.  Texas Roadhouse is 
located at 1000 US Highway 9, Parlin. 

In addition, Texas Roadhouse will pro-
vide a free appetizer to guests who bring in 
a donation of three new or used DVDs for 
the library.

The Dowdell Library Foundation is a 
501 (c)(3) non-profit organization. For more 
information, visit www.DowdellFoundation.
org or call (732) 316-1078.

The OLV Senior Group is sponsoring a 
Girls’ Day Out in Lancaster, PA on Saturday, 
October 12, 2013. The price of the trip is 
$62.00. The price includes: lunch at Shady 
Maple, bus transportation, and bus driver 
gratuity. The day includes: lunch, shopping 

at Kitchen Kettle and Tanger Outlets. The 
bus will leave from the OLV lower parking 
lot at 9 AM and return approximately 9 
PM. For further information or to reserve a 
seat call Geri at 732-257-4351 no later than 
September first. 

Are You Irish By Birth Or Decent?
Are you a Roman Catholic? Have you thought of joining 

the Ancient Order of Hibernians? Do you want to know what the 
Ancient Order of Hibernians is all about?

Come down on Saturday, October 26 starting at 1 PM at the 
AOH Hall (271 Second St., South Amboy, NJ) for an Open House 
and meet with current members and see what we are all about.

Refreshments will be served. For more information, please 
contact us at (732) 721 – 2098 or visit our website at http://south-
amboyaoh.squarespace.com

Sayreville Mayor Kennedy O’Brien (c) is pictured with Republican candidates for council, 
Art Rittenhouse (l) and Pat Lembo (r) at Sayreville Day in Kennedy Park.  (Photo by Tom 
Burkard)

The South Amboy Fire Dept. reigned supreme at the 136th Annual Fireman’s Convention in 
Wildwood.  Our local heroes captured the Best Appearing Overall Fire Dept. trophy.  They 
won 8 total trophies including: Best Appearing Fire Dept. With Music; Best Marching Unit; 
Best Fire Dept. Color Guard; Best Fire Dept. Overall Apparatus-2nd Place; Best Appearing 
Utility, Lite Plant, Cascade Truck-2nd Place--Progressive Truck 11;Best Appearing Pumper 
9-12 Years Old-1st Place--Independence Engine 7; Best Appearing Ladies Auxiliary; Best 
Senior Band-American Weldery Band.  The South Amboy First Aid & Safety Squad Unit 606 
also received 1st place honors for Best Appearing Ambulance at the parade.  Congratulations 
to all!  Pictured (l-r) are 1st Asst. Chief Brett Coyle, Matthew Coyle, Chief Brian Kuhn, 2nd 
Asst Chief Mike Geraltowski. (Photo/info courtesy of Mike Geraltowski)
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Yearbook-Hoffman 1993
When the Hoffman High School Class 

of 1993 returned for its final year, the top 
song in the nation was “End of the Road” 
by Boyz To Men…Hoffman’s yearbook was 
titled “What A Change,” and was dedicated 
to Sheila Inman.  Bridget Shannon was the 
Editor-In-Chief…Kyle Murphy and Cristina 
Zampella were selected King & Queen of 
Homecoming ’92…

The Student Council consisted of Cris-
tina Zampella- President; Jennifer McQuade-
Vice-President; Tiffany Tooker-Secretary; 
Laura Sing-Treasurer…Hoffman High held 
its first play since 1969—“Beauty and the 
Beast”…Tiffany Tooker was President of 
S.A.D.D…Laura Sing was President of the 
National Honor Society…

Some of the Class of ’93 selected ran-
domly: Michael Cavallo, Christine Colfer, 
Misty English, Jamie-Lynn Hicks, Chris-
tine Hoehman, Stanley Kovacs, Amanda 
Lawrence, Denise Leff, Christopher Mader, 
Kimberly Mocarski, Shea Murray, Robert 

Olsen, Michael Raevis, Camille Rivello, 
Stephanie Rodziewicz, Arcelio Serrano, 
Urszula Skryniarz, Kenneth Titone, Amy Van 
Mierlo, Cecelia Villig, Agnes Weinman…

Hoffman had many talented senior ath-
letes in the Class of ’93 including: Gordon 
Arnold, Anthony Barlowski, Russell Boyer, 
Shawn Brown, William Connors, Michael 
DeCore, Alonzo Delrymple III, Tracy Doyle, 
Christopher Dyer, Jennifer McDonnell, 
Scott McNerny, Jeffrey Moskal, Jennifer 
McQuade, Kyle Murphy, Danielle Olsze-
wski, Walter Peterson, William Policastro, 
Shannon Reick, Anthony Santucci, Bridget 
Shannon, Christine Singura, Michael Tague, 
Tiffany Tooker, Joseph Woznica, and Cristina 
Zampella…

At graduation time in June 1993, Janet 
Jackson’s “That’s The Way Love Goes” 
was the #1 song in the U.S.A…Hoffman 
High’s Class of 1993 was a most talented 
and interesting group of teenagers!

Friends Of The 
Poor Walk/Run

Our Lady of Victories Conference of St. 
Vincent de Paul will be participating in the 
National “Friends of the Poor Walk/Run” on 
Saturday, October 5 beginning at 9 a.m. at 
Kennedy Park, Washington Road, in Sayre-
ville.  All walkers/runners are welcome and 
all funds raised will be for the benefit of the 
poor served by OLV’s Conference.  Dona-
tions will be accepted at the event and can 
also be made by check, payable to OLV St. 
Vincent de Paul Society and mailed to the 
Parish Office at 42 Main Street, Sayreville, 
NJ 08872.

Columbian Club 
Fitness Classes
Fitness classes are on going at the 

Knights of Columbus in South Amboy. Part 
of the proceeds benefit the Columbian Club 
Council No. 426. Classes are located at the 
Knights of Columbus  308 Fourth Street, 
South Amboy Tuesdays: 6:30pm-7:20pm  
Yoga** 7:30pm-8:30pm  Tabata* Thurs-
days: 6:30pm-7:20pm Yoga** 7:30pm-
8:30pm Zumba** Price: 8 classes for $60.00 
Pre-registration is required.

 *Tabata is a high intensity interval 
training class, using light weights and a 
mat.  Modifications are given so that anyone 
at any  fitness level can participate! Please 
bring a mat and set of light weights.

**please bring a mat.
To register or if you have any questions 

please call Denise at 732-525-9536 or email 
zumbasayreville@gmail.com

Christ Church 
Fundraiser

Historic Christ Church is having a 
fundraiser at Scortino’s September 25th. 
from 11:30 to 9:00 PM. Grab a flyer at the 
Church, Thrift Store or at Scortino’s. Bring 
the flyer and sign in when you arrive. Hope 
to see you there!

Three Lucky Sayreville girls had the opportunity to have a personal meet & greet with 
Ariana Grande in Union Square NYC Tuesday 9/3/2012 sponsored by the radio station 
92.3...left to right Corina Quinones, Alexa Herndon, & Ashley Herndon all from Sayreville 
went to the Today show where they were in the front row for Ariana performing songs from 
her new album “Yours Truly” and then headed over to the Best Buy in Union Square for 
their personal Meet and Greet with the famous pop star and her brother “Frankie” Ariana 
is featured on the new show “Sam & Cat, Victorious, & iCarly. The girls received numerous 
autographs, Ariana’s new cd signed, a t-shirt, and other memorabilia items.  This was truly 
an experience they will never forget! (Photo/Info Submitted)
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Amboy Bankers Become Builders For A Day - As part of the NJBankers Build initiative, 
Amboy Bank employees are pictured inside a Manasquan home that was damaged by 
Hurricane Sandy and is being restored by Habitat for Humanity.  Amboy employees from 
left to right Greg Scharpf, Gloria Dumm, Edward Eastman, Eileen Roemer, Despina Small, 
Stan Koreyva, and Tammy Feldman.  Amboy employees spent the day at the Manasquan 
home painting and laying a new floor.  In addition to employees volunteering their time, 
Amboy Bank made a $1000.00 contribution to Coastal Habitat for Humanity to help them 
restore the dozens of homes that they are working on along the Jersey Shore. (Photo/Info 
submitted)
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Members of the South Amboy Fire Dept. Explorers and senior members who instruct them 
are pictured taking a break from a training session.

South Amboy businessman Jay Patel (l) donates a check to South Amboy firefighter Tom 
Hetzel (r) to help with the Explorers program.  (Photos by Tom Burkard)

Preparing To Fill Big Boots
(Story Submitted)

The City of South Amboy’s Fire Dept. 
has a new way of recruiting and retention 
for its volunteer fire department.  A pro-
gram developed through the Boy Scouts of 
America’s Exploring for Life program, the 
Protection Engine Co. #1 Explorer Post #6 
has been a youth program in action since 
April 1999.  How the program came to be 
couldn’t have happened without the help of 
Ex-Chief Bruce Turcotte of the Hopelawn 
Fire Co. District #8 of Woodbridge Twp.  A 
driving force for the program in Woodbridge 
Twp., Ex-Chief Turcotte and Ex-Chief Mi-
chael Toris of the South Amboy Fire Dept. 
put the program in motion.

Thus, in April 1999, the Protection 
Engine Co. #1 Explorer Post #6 of the South 
Amboy Fire Dept. was organized.  With just 
2 members at first, the program was funded 
solely by the fire company as it still is today.  
The program is designed to take high school 
students between the ages of 15-18, and allow 
them to experience life as a firefighter.  The 
explorers train alongside senior members of 
the city’s fire department, as well as their own 
training regiments.  The training includes 

everything a current state certified firefighter 
can do with the exceptions of operating gas-
powered equipment, and the entering of any 
hazardous conditions.

Explorers are allowed to ride fire ap-
paratus, and assist firefighters on fire calls 
following strict guidelines to ensure their 
safety and the safety of those surrounding 
them.  Such duties include operating fire 
hydrants, preparing personal self-contained 
breathing apparatuses (SCBA’s) for use by 
the firefighters, and assisting the drivers of 
the department’s various fire apparatuses.

The explorer program has had a major 
impact on the city’s volunteer fire companies 
as each of the 5 firehouses have benefited 
from the program.  The explorer post has 
currently graduated 20 explorers to the 5 
firehouses.  The program currently has 11 
explorers whose enrollment time ranges from 
6 months to 3 years.  The program is directed 
by senior members of the city’s fire depart-
ment.  Former explorers are now in the roles 
as instructors/advisors as they look forward 
to gaining potential future members.

Sayreville War 
Memorial HS
50th Reunion

The Sayreville War Memorial HS 
classes of 1963 & 1964 are planning a 
50th Reunion sometime in Sept. or Oct. 
2014.  For more info contact: Donna Pilar 
Difalco, dpdifalco@gmail.com; Beverly 
Montesano Ginelli, beejgin@aol.com; Carol 
Anderson Strano, starr746@icloud.com; 
Monroe Kokin, orchidpix@comcast.net; 
Bob Garbowski, ripleyusa@yahoo.com, or 
go to the Facebook page SWMHS Class of 
’63 & ’64. 

Election Day Fish 
Dinner

The Camp Dill Foundation and The Old 
Timers of Boy Scout Troop 91 will be hold-
ing their annual Election Day Fish & Chips 
Dinner on Tuesday, November 5, 2013.  The 
dinner is catered by “Tastefully British” and 
will be held at the First Presbyterian Church 
of South Amboy, located on Broadway next 
to City Hall.  Both “take-out” and “dine-in” 
dinners will be served from 5:00 – 7:00 PM.  
The cost is $12.00 per dinner and purchase 
of an advanced ticket is required.  No tick-
ets will be sold at the door the night of the 
dinner and advanced sales end on October 
28, 2013.  Tickets are available on Monday 
nights from 7:30 – 9:00 PM in the Church 
Basement.  
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Dr. Yaw Ofori-Behome, MD
Dr. Yaw Ofori-Behome, MD is a new 

sharp and energetic young family physi-
cian whose office is located at 137 South 
Broadway, South Amboy.

A graduate of Ross University School of 
Medicine, and a recent graduate of the Robert 
Wood Johnson School of Medicine Family 
Medicine Residency program at Centrastate 
Hospital, he got his undergraduate degree in 
Biology with a Chemistry minor from the 
University of New Mexico.

Since finishing residency in 2010, Dr. 
Ofori-Behome has gone on to become Board 
Certified in the field of Family Medicine 
and is now a Diplomate of American Board 
of Family Medicine.  In addition, he has a 
year’s worth of experience in Rheumatology 
and Research with new innovative drugs 
coming into the market.  He currently holds 
a position as an emergency room physician 
at Centrastate Medical Center, where he is 
loved by his patients.

Dr. Ofori-Behome is currently in solo 
practice in the tightly knit communities of 
South Amboy/Sayreville/Old Bridge area, 
specializing in treating adults and children.  
Among other things, he sees patients for 
health maintenance visit, sick adult visits, 
sick child visits, and women’s health.  In 
addition, he is well-experienced in treating 
rheumatoid arthritis, osteoarthritis, and a 
host of other rheumatological disorders.  Dr. 
Ofori-Behome is exceptionally experienced 
in joint injections and has a wealth of experi-
ence in treating back pain and whiplash.

For compassionate care and interac-
tion with a physician who really gets it, Dr. 
Ofori-Behome is truly one of a kind Physi-
cian.  Visit him at his solo practice, Adom 
Family Medicine Center, where the motto 
is, “Healing and touching hearts, one patient 
at a time…”  

Harvest Moon 
Dinner Dance Oct. 5

South Amboy Columbiettes #426 is 
hosting a Harvest Moon Dinner Dance on 
Sat., Oct. 5 at 7 p.m.  Dinner Dance will be 
held at the Knights of Columbus Hall located 
at 308 Fourth St., South Amboy.  Cost is 
$40 per person and includes dinner, beer, 
wine and soda, DJ and dancing.  Reserva-
tions with payment are required by Sept. 30.  
For more info or questions call Christine at 
732-672-6757.

Italian Buffet 
Sept. 28

Trinity United Methodist Church at 815 
Bordentown Ave., South Amboy, is hosting 
an Italian Buffet on Sat., Sept. 28 from 5-7 
p.m. for $12.  Items served will include: Ziti, 
Eggplant Parmigiana, Sausage, Shells, Spa-
ghetti, Sauce, Meatballs, Salad, Homemade 
Desserts, Bread, and Ice Tea.  As always, we 
deliver and also serve takeouts.  Any ques-
tions or orders, please call 732-763-6232 or 
732-721-3558.

OLV Senior Group 
October Meeting
The OLV Senior Group will hold their 

September meeting on Friday, October 4, 
2013 at 1PM in Monsignor Dalton Hall.  
After a short business meeting, light refresh-
ments will be served. If you are ordering a 
sandwich for lunch please call Geri by Friday 
September 27th at  732-257-4351. The sand-
wich choices are: ham and cheese, turkey, 
roast beef, egg salad, and tuna salad. The 
cost is $4.00 which includes the sandwich, 
a drink, and chips. 

Food donations for St. Vincent de Paul 
are always welcomed. All seniors 55 years 
of age and older are always welcomed to join 
our group. For further information please 
contact Teri at 732-727-7639.

Yoga and Zumba 
Fitness Classes
 The Sayreville Recreation Department 

will continue to offer Yoga 3:45pm on Thurs-
days and Zumba and Core Fitness 3:45pm  
on Tuesdays.  Yoga mat required.

 Classes start September 24th and run 8 
weeks. Location:  Samsel Upper Elementary 
School Ernston Road Sayreville. Auxilary 
Gym

Registration starts Sept 10th.  For more 
information please call Denise at 732-525-
9536 or email zumbasayreville@gmail.
com

Class Of ‘68 
Ewunion

Sayreville War Memorial High School 
45th Reunion Class of 1968 September 
28,2013 Hyatt Regency Hotel   Two Albany 
Street, New Brunswick, New Jersey

For information contact:  Laverne Cho-
lewa   43 Vandevere Lane, Columbus, N.J. 
08022    1-609-298-5756 or at vernesdale@
aol.com

A EUROPEAN 
HOLIDAY

 Plans are underway for a European Holi-
day trip of a lifetime in the spring of 2015. 
I realize this is a year and a half away 
but these trips take planning.  There are 
many different itineraries to choose from 
including  the capital cities of London,Paris 
and Rome. If you would to be put on a list 
to receive information about possible itin-
eraries   please call Tony G. at 732-525-
5303 or email tonyg1952@rome.com.
On Monday,October 14, Columbus Day the 
soccer teams of South Amboy  and Cardinal 
McCarrick will square off for the bragging 
rights of the best soccer team in town. This 
will be the 24th consecutive match betwen 
these two teams with each squad winning 
their share of games. The game takes place 
at 11 am at the county park. So come on 
down and cheer on your team while enjoy-
ing the beauty of one of the nicest soccer 
fields and county parks in the area.
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Sayreville War Memorial HS Alumni held its 1st Annual Softball game recently.  Pictured are 
the players and spectators who had a terrific time!  (Photo/story courtesy of Pat Douglas)

1st Annual Alumni Softball Game
Sayreville War Memorial High School 

alumni got together for their 1st Annual 
Alumni Softball Game. The Sayreville Bomb 
Squad, comprised of team captain Pat Doug-
las, Bill D’Amico, Tom D’Aamico, Bruce 
Buckiewicz, Mario Milana, Nancy DeVito, 
Vicky Kane, Brian Swider, Dennis Ahearn 
and Jim Ashe played the Sayreville One 
Hit Wonders which included team captain 
Tim Reardon, Tony LeDonne, John Fitzger-
ald, Dennis McGuire, Ed Muroski, Mark 
Odolecki, Judy Witczak, Kathy Ahearn, Rich 
Osnato, Jamie Heims, and Kent McFadden.   
The game, which proved to be second-
ary  to the general feeling of camaraderie 
among players and spectators was played 
under a bright blue sky in front of dozens of 

SWMHS alumni and friends.  A good time 
was had by all. 

The One Hit Wonders jumped out to an 
early 5 - 1 lead only to see it evaporate after 
a furious comeback by the Bomb Squad who 
pushed across 5 runs in the 5th inning to take 
a 6-5 lead.  But the Wonders put together 
a rally with one out in the bottom of the 
7th to eek out a 7-6 victory with a clutch 
walk-off base hit.    Afterward the teams 
and fans got together for food and drinks 
at the Brickhouse tavern in Sayreville.   It’s 
believed that this is the first event of it’s kind 
among the school’s alumni and after such a 
tremendous response the group will try to 
make it an annual event.   

Travel Basketball League Comes To 
South Amboy

The South Amboy Branch YMCA an-
nounces they will be fielding a Travel Bas-
ketball Team which will run from December 
to March.  The League is open to boys and 
girls ages 10-14.  Tryouts will be held on 
Tuesday, September 24th at 6pm, Wednesday, 
October 2nd at 6pm, Thursday, October 10th 
at 6pm, and Sunday, October 20th at 11am at 
the South Amboy Y, located at 200 John T. 
O’Leary Blvd in South Amboy, NJ.

Two teams will be chosen after the 
tryouts: a U12 team and a U14 team.  Prac-

tices will be held twice a week starting in 
November, and games will be played on 
weekends starting in December against Y’s 
from all over New Jersey.  Home games 
will be played at the South Amboy Y, and 
away games will be played at the opposing 
team’s Y.

Please visit the Welcome Desk of the 
South Amboy YMCA to register.  For more 
information and pricing, contact Mike Man-
fre at 732-316-8208 or visit our website 
www.ymcaofmewsa.org.
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Past Businesses

Early 1970’s-Do you remember these two South Amboy businesses of yesteryear on North 
Broadway, South Amboy Liquors (l) and Albern’s Sea Food (r) which was formerly owned 
by Al Sorrentino, and is now Broadway Seafood?  (Photo courtesy of Joanne Katko)

Early 1980’s-Marie Dean is pictured at her job in the Cutting Dept. at the former Komar’s 
factory on North Stevens Ave. in South Amboy.  (Photo by Jim Tedesco)

OFFICE JOBS, “YESTERDAY’S” STYLE
By Elaine Holton Scott

“Help Wanted: Secretary to V.P.  Ap-
plicant must take a minimum of 100 wpm in 
shorthand, type 60 wpm, and be proficient 
using an Elite electric typewriter.  Excellent 
verbal and written skills required.  Please 
send resume to the P.A. National Bank, Attn:  
Mrs. Sarah Bergen.”  As I had just graduated 
from Business School and had nothing to put 
on a resume, I wrote a little letter instead.  
That was okay.  Since Secretaries know-
ing how to operate an electric typewriter 
were still scarce, I hadn’t needed any job 
experience. Within two weeks, Red the Bus 
Driver was taking me on his Marathon Bus 
across the Raritan River to my new job at 
the Perth Amboy National Bank located on 
the 5 Corners.  

That was 4 ½ decades ago, long before 
Secretaries became known as Administrative 
Assistants, and every office worker got the 
title of Office Administrator.  Back then, 
women were still being hired as Typists to 
work in Typing Pools, and as Filing Clerks, 
while in large companies, men were hired as 
“Mail Room Operators,” responsible for both 
incoming and outgoing mail.  So structured 
were the jobs, the bank even had someone 
whose only duty was making Xerox copies 
on the big photocopy machine.  Multi-tasking 
in in big businesses would mainly come later 
with the onset/onslaught of technology.

Before entering into the 21st Century, 
there was no such thing as instant global 
connections.  Advancement of communica-
tion technology and almost infinite computer 
capabilities were still far into the future.  In 
those pre-computer years of the ‘60’s and 
‘70’s, our “not so instant connections” were 
long-distance calls made with the help of 
telephone operators.  There were no “mobile 
offices” or home offices either.  Having a 

job meant getting up early, getting dressed, 
and going to the place where you earned 
your salary.

Working as a Secretary required having 
a desk, and on and in those desks were the 
standard items found on and in all desks 
everywhere:  typewriter, landline rotary dial 
telephone (usually black in color), desk light 
(if needed), rolodex, pens, pencils, ruler, 
stapler, paper clips, telephone message pads, 
typewriter eraser, steno pad, carbon paper, 
stationery, envelopes, folders, blotter, and, if 
the secretary was smart, a dictionary.

Except for once a month when it was 
my turn to stay on a Friday until 7 p.m. to 
work the front desk or to pack customers’ 
canceled checks and statements into mailing 
envelopes, my work day ended at 4:30 p.m.  
In a blink, my desk would be straightened 
and my typewriter hidden under a cover to 
keep it clean.  Grabbing my things, I’d make 
a dash to the bank’s back entrance, pass 
the uniformed elevator operator patiently 
standing by the elevator cage, then, do a 
quick walk in the wildly blowing wind of 
the 5 Corners to the front of Woolworth’s.  
Getting my quarter ready for the bus’ coin 
machine, I’d say a quick prayer (a longer 
one in the cold winter weather), for Red the 
Bus Driver to soon come and take me home 
again.  He always did.

***A shiny, brand new silver dollar 
would be given to every employee who 
stayed to work late at the P.A. National 
Bank.  In 1966, a buck was enough to buy a 
hamburger, fries, and a drink at Woolworth’s 
lunch counter, with a little left over for a 
tip.

DVD And Recorded 
Media Drive

How would you like to reduce your 
clutter and support the library at the same 
time?

Bring all of your unwanted dvds, blu-
ray, cds, and video games, in good condition 
to the Dowdell Library. The library is located 
at 100 Governor Hoffman Plaza, South Am-
boy, and the donation box can be found near 
the library entrance. Drop-off boxes are also 
located at Madura Pharmacy on Broadway 
and the South Amboy Y.

This is an on-going program and your 
generous contributions will enable the library 
to increase its resources for the residents 
of South Amboy.  All donations are fully 
tax deductible and The Dowdell Library 
Foundation, Inc. is a 501(c)(3) non-profit 
corporation.  Please call (732)721-6060 
for library hours. To schedule a pick-up for 
larger collections, please contact Grace at 
732-721-6592.

The Hope Flower
By Al Gomolka Jr.

SA Times Poet Laureate
c. 1982

There stays a flower white and rare
Held so tender in God’s care
Never stomped by the feet of tramps
Never bit between the teeth of vamps
Never muddled by the storms of fate
Never withered in the time of faith
Yet she blooms a glow of hope
To all who eyes her beauty’s dope.

Our Lady 
of Victories 
Celebrates 
Oktoberfest

Our Lady of Victories will be celebrating 
Oktoberfest on Saturday, October 5, 2013 
from 6:30 PM to 10:30 PM in Monsignor 
Dalton Hall. The price of the event is $35.00 
which includes a German Dinner, Dessert, 
Beer, Wine, and Soda. Bernie’s Orchestra 
will again be entertaining us with his German 
music along with the Bayern German Danc-
ers. Tickets will be on sale the weekends of 
August 31-September 1, September 7 – 8, 
and September 14 – 15 after all Masses. 
You can also contact Teri at 732-727-7639. 
Checks can be made out to Our Lady of 
Victories Parish. 

The College Search 
Process 101

Does the prospect of selecting a college 
and going through the admissions process 
seem overwhelming? Is the terminology 
confusing? High school sophomores and 
juniors and their parents should attend this 
seminar where an experienced professional 
will demystify the steps needed to complete 
a successful search. Join Barbara Wichinsky, 
M.Ed., former Director of Guidance, and 
Independent Consultant at Sayreville Public 
Library on Saturday, October 5 from 2:00 
to 4:00PM.

For more information or to register, 
contact Alaina at 732-727-0212 ex. 25 or 
email her at alainad@lmxac.org. Regis-
tration is also available online at www.
sayrevillelibrary.org. WHEN REGISTER-
ING, PLEASE SPECIFY THE NAME OF 
EVERYONE WHO IS COMING SO WE 
HAVE ENOUGH CHAIRS!  Thank you.

Pancake Breakfast
The Morgan Lions Club of Sayreville 

will be holding its semi-annual Pancake 
Breakfast on October 6th from 8:00AM until 
noon at the Eisenhower School located on 
Ernston Road in Parlin.

The cost is $7 for adults and $3 for 
children. We will be serving, pancakes, 
scrambled eggs, sausage and a variety of 
donuts.  Coffee, tea, orange or apple juice 
is included.

As in the past the Girl Scouts from 
Sayreville and South Amboy will donating 
their time working at the breakfast. Tickets 
will be available at the door, for informa-
tion or tickets see any Morgan Lion, or call 
732-721-0379.

Proceeds from the breakfast along with 
White Cane Days, Calender sales and other 
fundraisers help support the Lion’s local 
projects including Scholarships to High 
School grads, Sponsership of several area 
sports teams, support the Morgan First Aid 
Squad and our main focus helping the blind, 
visuslly impaired, and those with hearing 
problems.

Interested in becoming a Lion?  See any 
member or call 732-721-0379. 

Sayreville 
Remembers 9/11 

Victims
(Continued from page 1)

States Army Reserve’s Staff Sergeant, 
Michael Bruce, settled the flag to fly at 
half-staff and the sound of bagpipes filled 
the air. The crowd bowed their heads in a 
moment of silence.

The families of two of the victims, 
Robert T. Hughes, Jr. and Judy Hazel S. 
Fernandez, were present and expressed their 
gratitude for the memorial while remember-
ing their lost family member. A poem entitled 
“We’re Still Standing”, written by a seventh 
grade student, Hannah Schoechert, was read 
by Mr. Michael Macagnone. 

“I think it talks about our will, deter-
mination, and perseverance as a nation,” 
Macagnone said.

Chief of Police, John Zebrowski, of the 
Sayreville Police Department, was invited 
as the guest speaker and recognized the 
strength of the United States, noting the 
tragedies since 9/11 including the shootings 
in Colorado, Virginia Tech, and Connecticut 
as well as Hurricane Sandy.

“Our nation has been challenged since 
9/11…” he said, “triumph from tragedy, it’s 
the hallmark of our nation and it’s passed on 
through each generation.”

PRAYER TO THE BLESSED VIRGIN
(Never known to fail)  Oh, most beautiful flower of 

Mt. Carmel, Fruitful vine, splendor of Heaven, blessed 
Mother of the Son of God, Immaculate Virgin, assist 
me in my necessity.  Oh Star of the Sea, help me 
and show me, herein  you are my mother.  Oh, Holy 
Mary, Mother of God, Queen of Heaven and Earth!  I 
humbly beseech you from the bottom of my heart to 
succor me in this necessity.  There are none that can 
withstand your power.  Oh, show me herein you are 
my mother.  Oh Mary, conceived without sin, pray for 
us who have recourse to thee (3 times).  Holy Mary, 
I place this cause in your hands (3 times).  Say this 
prayer for 3 consecutive days.  You must publish  it 
and it will be granted to you.  Thank you.  -E.P.
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Ribbon Cutting-Sayreville Mayor Kennedy O’Brien (l) cuts the ribbon at the Grand Opening 
of Main Street Studios in Sayreville, as owner Mary Paskell (r) assists.  (Photo by Tom 
Burkard)

Main Street Studios Grand Opening
By Clem Skarzynski

On Friday, August 16, 2013 was the of-
ficial Grand Opening for Sayreville’s newest 
Recording Studio, “Main Street Studios” 
located at 120 Main Street. Veteran studio 
producer, Mary Paskell will provide both 
analog and digital recording capabilities at 
the studio, bringing her years of expertise 
from her previous studios in East Orange, 
and “Backyard Recording Studios”, which 
was in a trailer in her backyard on Wash-
ington Road in Sayreville and hosted a 
“Who’s Who” of well- known songwriters 
and engineers such as Irwin Levine and 
Tommy Boyce, and singers, Loretta Lynn 
and Tommy Cash, just to name a few. But 
this time, Mary wants to provide a “Neigh-
borhood Style” of recording to any and all 
who wish to “record something”. Open to 
church and religious groups, school choral 
groups, or to “a guy who just wants to record 
his wedding song with a message to his wife 
for a gift”.  Main Street will provide numer-
ous “Recording Packages” to suit everyone’s 
needs, from recording to packaging, ”we’ll 

provide it all”. Local musicians from the 
Classic Rock Band “Rockdaddys”, will be 
available as single musicians or as a band, 
to provide any background music needed 
for your recording needs. Mary decided 
on August 16th as the “Grand Opening” in 
memory of her late son, Stephan’s birthday, 
as a “gift to him”. Stephan was also an ac-
complished musician and songwriter, and I 
the writer, had the honor to perform and do 
studio work with him often. Mary’s studio 
assistant, Rose Schaider, who also has years 
of experience with the Studio/Recording 
bizz, will be on hand to provide you with all 
the help needed in setting up your “recording 
experience”…and as mentioned above…you 
can either go “OLD SCHOOL” and record 
“ANALOG”..or go “HIGH TECH”, and 
record” DIGITAL”…It’s your choice!! Main 
Street Recording can be reached at 732-613-
1600…So, tune up…stretch those vocal 
chords, and c’mon down to Main Street and 
“lay down some awesome tracks”.

FREE Kaplan SAT 
Prep Test

Kaplan will be offering a FREE SAT 
preparation test at Sayreville Public Library 
on Saturday, October 12 from 10:00AM to 
2:30PM! This four and one half-hour practice 
SAT test will show students what to expect 
in a test-like environment. The test results 
are returned to students via email within two 
weeks of the event.

Registered students should bring a 
#2 pencil and a calculator. Students need 
to arrive by 9:45AM to check in with the 
proctor. Students who are late will not be 
admitted and will lose their spot to someone 
on the waitlist. For more information or to 
register, contact Alaina at 732-727-0212 ex. 
25 or email her at alainad@lmxac.org. You 
may also register online at www.sayrevil-
lelibrary.org! 

Tea Party
Golden  Ru le  Ch i ld ren  Cen-

ter will hold its 5th annual tea par-
ty on October 20, 2013 from 2-4PM. 
The party will be held at 815 Bordentown Ave 
South Amboy Cost $15.00. ‘For reservations 
call Nancy at 732-727-1935.

Pumpkin And Mum 
Sale  

The Sunday School classes at Trinity 
United Methodist Church on 815 Borden-
town Avenue are holding a Pumpkin and 
Mum sale “until they last” on the 12th and 
19th of October from 9 am – 12 pm.  Stop 
by and pick up pumpkins and mums at great 
prices.  They will be all different sizes at 
great prices straight from the Pennsylvania 
farms.  Come and support our children, while 
decorating your house for the Fall!! 
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The fabulous rockin’ group Rory Kelly will be coming back to South Amboy on Nov. 16th 
for a show at South Stevens Pub.  Pictured (l-r) Rory Kelly, Mike Kelly, and Billy Miller.  
(Photo/story submitted)

Rory Kelly Coming To South Amboy
Blame it on the heady highs in the air 

that permeates the Black Mountains of North 
Carolina, but the state has produced an artist 
in Rory Kelly that will surely bring new di-
mension to the tour de force that is America’s 
beloved Southern Rock. Possessing a playing 
ability in league with prodigies, Kelly is a 
self-taught musician that picked up the guitar 
as a boy and cut his chops in the rural town 
of Marion. While his mother slung drinks 
behind the bar, Rory strummed alongside 
his father, drummer Mike Kelly, in a family 
dominated house band in a local music dive.  
Tapped a few years later, first by heavy 
metal outfit Intethod and later by Asheville 
based sleaze masters, the Crank County 
Daredevils, who found success both in the 
US and abroad; Kelly developed a keen ear, 
and playing ability to match, for what would 
develop into an ever widening spectrum of 
rock n roll sensibilities. After the unforeseen 
dissolution of Crank County, in 2010 Kelly 
began to hone his own blues based signa-
ture sound and recruited his former musical 
partner and father Mike to form two-thirds 
of what would ultimately become RORY 
KELLY’S TRIPLE THREAT. Together they 
recorded, and Rory Kelly produced, what 
critics deemed a “swamp rock” sound in 
their first release, Better Than The Blues.  
When demand for that record began to out-
weigh supply, RKTT began to branch out 
regionally, playing live with a hired gun on 
bass and gaining footholds with venues and 
audiences throughout both the Carolinas. In 
March of 2011 they scored a coveted series of 
showcases with Texas Rockfest, which takes 

place in the heart of downtown Austin, Texas 
each year during the world famous South By 
Southwest music conference. Those show-
cases brought Kelly interest from endorse-
ment companies and rekindled a connection 
between him and Rusty Knuckles, his former 
label from the Crank County days, that was 
in the midst of successfully developing its’ 
own niche signing renegade artists from 
within the ranks of southern sleaze. Summer 
’11 brought more recognition to RKTT as 
they were thrust into and embraced by the 
Southern biker circuit and a permanent bass 
player joined their ranks. Billy Miller, also 
a seasoned musician from touring gigs with 
Voodou and Super Sport, brought the final 
element needed to round out Triple Threat’s 
power of three, forming a mercurial rhythm 
section with the elder Kelly to compliment 
the smoldering swagger of Kelly’s rock riffs.  
The addition of Miller has brought a new 
dynamic into the band and, with that, an 
ever evolving definition of what Southern 
Rock means to RKTT and how they intend to 
translate that to their followers. A second CD, 
Don’t Shake my Family Tree was  released 
in late Fall of 2011, and  captured the interest 
of well-known NC radio personality Steve 
Blanton who assisted Kelly in the produc-
tion of their second effort. It was released 
to world-wide distribution through Rusty 
Knuckles with both US and European tours 
planned for early 2012 in support of the re-
cord. A third album is in the works, revealing 
a band edging toward a harder sound. Jack 
Mascari of Asheville NC will be assisting 
in the production of this CD.

Applying for 
Financial Aid for 

College 101
Without financial aid, the cost of at-

tending college would be beyond the reach 
of most families. Trying to understand the 
terminology, the types of aid available, and 
how to get through the process of applying 
for financial aid can be daunting. High school 
juniors and seniors and their parents should 
attend this seminar where an experienced 
professional will clarify the process so they 
can obtain the aid they need to attend col-
lege. Join Barbara Wichinsky, M.Ed., for-
mer Director of Guidance and Independent 
Consultant at Sayreville Public Library on 
Saturday, October 19 from 2:00 to 4:00PM 
as she walks you through the steps of this 
process.

To register, contact Alaina at alainad@
lmxac.org, call her at 732-727-0212 ex. 25, or 
register online at www.sayrevillelibrary.org. 
WHEN REGISTERING, PLEASE SPEC-
IFY THE NAME OF EVERYONE WHO 
IS COMING SO WE HAVE ENOUGH 
CHAIRS!  Thank you.

Introduction to the 
Chakras

Chakra literally means “wheel.” Ev-
eryone has chakras. They are spinning 
energy centers located within your energy 
body (your energy body superimposes your 
physical body). Each chakra has a color and 
corresponds to a different human emotion 
and mental aspect. Having balanced (flow-
ing) chakras is essential to good health, 
longevity and enjoying quality of life. Join 
Michele B. Granberg, MA, energy healer, 
on Monday, Oct. 21 from 6:30 to 8:00PM 
at Sayreville Public Library to explore the 
nature of your energy field including your 
seven main chakras. You will discover the 
importance and power that each chakra holds. 
You will also participate in various simple 
chakras exercises and meditations designed 
to open, energize and balance your entire 
chakra system. 

For more information or to register, 
contact Alaina at 732-727-0212 ex. 25 
or email her at alainad@lmxac.org.  You 
may also register online at www.sayrevil-
lelibrary.org.

Navigating Your Business and 
Networking Seminar

You don’t need to be afraid to make 
mistakes in your business, but you do need 
to learn from them!  Whether you are an 
owner of a business or are contemplating 
being an owner, this seminar will help you 
understand and navigate the challenges 
associated with the various stages of your 
business. There are critical challenges that 
need to be addressed at various stages of 
the business cycle or business failure may 
occur. A helpful way to grow successfully 

is by networking and learning from the ex-
periences of others who have already spent 
years of learning how to succeed. Join us 
at Sayreville Public Library on Tuesday, 
October 29, from 6:30 to 8:30PM.

Register in the Lobby, by calling Alaina 
at 732-727-0212 ex. 25 or emailing her at 
alainad@lmxac.org.  Online registration 
through SCORE will be available soon 
through our website: www.sayrevillelibrary.
org!



South Amboy-Sayreville Times   September 21, 2013  13

Long, Long Ago

1951- Hoffman High School teachers who were chaperones for the Senior Class Trip to 
Washington, DC. Are pictured (l-r) John Zdanewicz, Miss Anderson, William Kurtz.  (Photo 
courtesy of Charlie Koerner)

BOBBY VALLI 
COMING BACK TO 

ST. STANS 
St. Stanislaus Kostka Rosary Altar So-

ciety presents on Saturday evening October 
26, 2013.

Back by Popular Demand,  Bobby Valli, 
brother of the famous Frankie Valli and the 
Four Seasons.  “Relive the Jersey Boys”

Tickets include a Roast Beef Dinner with 
all the fixings and music featuring Bobby 
Valli.   Bobby sings many songs made famous 
by his brother Frankie Valli and the Four 
Seasons, along with songs he has performed 
with various other groups. 

Tickets can be purchased at $25.00 per 
person (Adults only).  CASH BAR.    The 
event will take place at St Stan’s School 
Gym, 225 MacArthur Ave, Sayreville.  Doors 
open at 6:00pm.  You will be in for a very 
enjoyable evening of dining, dancing and 
fun with old friends and new friends.  Group 
tables are available.  Call early to reserve a 
table for you and your friends.  Call Yvonne 
at 732-257-4634, Connie at 732-651-6391 or 
the Church office at 732-254-0212.

Kindly make checks out to St Stans 
Church.

Proceeds to benefit St Stan’s 100th An-
niversary Celebration.    

This will be a sold out event !  Come 
out and relax and have some fun!

Middlesex County College Awarded 
Military Friendly Schools Title from 

Victory Media
Victory Media, the premier media entity 

for military personnel transitioning into 
civilian life, has named Middlesex County 
College to the coveted Military Friendly 
Schools® list for the second consecutive year. 
The list honors the top 20 percent of colleges, 
universities and trade schools that are do-
ing the most to embrace America’s military 
service members, veterans and spouses and 
ensure their success on campus.

“Inclusion on the 2014 list of Military 
Friendly Schools shows Middlesex County 
College’s commitment to providing a sup-
portive environment for military students,” 
said Sean Collins, vice president at Victory 
Media and a nine-year Navy veteran. “The 
need for education is growing and our mis-
sion is to provide the military community 
with transparent, world-class resources to 
assist in their search for schools.”

The Military Friendly Schools website, 
www.militaryfriendlyschools.com, features 
the list, as well as interactive and search tools 
to help military students find the best school 
to suit their unique needs and preferences. 
The 1,868 colleges, universities and trade 

schools on this year’s list exhibit leading 
practices in the recruitment and retention of 
students with military experience.

David Brimmer, director of Middlesex 
County College’s Center for Veterans Ser-
vices, said inclusion on the list is an honor.

“Our center is committed to providing 
student veterans with all the tools they need 
to succeed at MCC,” he said. “Our purpose 
is to help our military-affiliated students feel 
welcome on campus, to make sure they have 
access to the educational benefits to which 
they are entitled, and to make their college 
experience rewarding and productive. We 
offer various methods of support to student 
veterans, current service members and 
dependents alike. And the center is a place 
where our military-affiliated students can 
relax between classes and socialize with 
each other.”

The list of Military Friendly Schools 
was compiled through extensive research 
and a data-driven survey of more than 10,000 
schools approved by the Department of 
Veterans Affairs.

St. Mary’s Food 
Pantry

(Article submitted)
The St. Mary’s Food Pantry gave out 

95 bags of groceries, fresh produce, and 
meat to its monthly clients in the month of 
August.  In addition 58 backpacks filled 
with school supplies were given out to their 
needy children.

Civil War Meeting
The next meeting of The Robert E. 

Lee Civil War Roundtable of Central New 
Jersey will be held on October 7th at The 
Woodbridge Public Library at 7:00 P.M. 
The guest speaker will be Gerry Mayers 
and his topic will be “The Green Corn 
Regiment at Antietam”.The meeting is 
open to the public and all are welcome. 

Sports Card And 
Collectibles Show

The Sayreville First Aid Squad will be 
holding a Sports Card & Collectible Show 
on September 28, 2013 to help raise money 
for the Sayreville First Aid Squad. The Event 
will take place inside the Sayreville First Aid 
Squad Building on Washington Road from 
8:30am – 3:00pm. Dealer tables are available 
by calling 732-614-8639. Please come out 
and support the First Aid Squad and enjoy a 
day of sports cards and collectibles.
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Racing car driver Bob Malzahn, who drove the 99 ball of fire for owner Sam Batissa of 
South Amboy back in the 1960’s died recently in Florida. 

Racing Great Dies
By Tom Burkard

Racing great Bob Malzahn, 80, of 
Florida died on Aug. 26.  Malzahn was 
known for his outstanding driving on both 
dirt and paved racetracks, and was one of the 
most consistent racers at local tracks such 
as Old Bridge, Flemington, Wall Stadium, 
Middletown, NY, Nazareth, PA, Reading, 
PA, and East Windsor. 

 In 1961 and 1965, he won the Orange 
County Modified championships, and in 
1960 and 1970, captured the Nazareth titles, 
as well as nearly 50 features between the 
two tracks.  

Malzahn who lived in Keyport during 
the summer season to be near the area’s 
many racetracks, spent a lot of time in 
South Amboy, working on his stock car on 
Railroad Ave. at Sam Batissa’s backyard 
garage.  Malzahn drove Batissa’s car, the 
SSS, and later the fireball #99 for several 
years.  Bob was quite popular with local 
racing fans, especially the kids in the Me-
chanicsville section of South Amboy, and 
always seemed happy with a kind word for 
all.  By today’s standards, he would have 
made an exceptional role model for kids.  
Bill Scully of Melrose recalled that, “Bob 
was an easy-going, good guy, and also a 
great racing car driver.”

Tom Swan

Swan Will Be 
Missed
By Tom Burkard

Tom “Bucky” Swan, 79, of South Am-
boy died on Sept. 6.  He was a legend in the 
drum and bugle corps community, especially 
in the South Amboy area, where he was active 
with the Melrose Blackhawks, who are the 
NJ American Legion Parade champions.

Swan got his start as a solo soprano 
trumpet player with St. Joseph’s Cadets 
in Newark, and later the legendary New 
York Skyliners.  He was a self-employed 
music teacher of thousands of youngsters 
in corps in NJ and NY, from the 1950’s 
through present.  Tom was a highly-respected 
performer/arranger who was elected to the 
World Drum Corps Hall of Fame, the New 
Jersey Drum Corps Hall of Fame, and Bu-
glers Hall of Fame.  He most recently was 
the arranger/instructor for the New York 
Skyliners Alumni Chorus.

Swan recently retired from his long-time 
position of instructor/arranger for the popular 
Melrose Blackhawks Drum & Bugle Corps.  
He was known for his quick-wit and happy 
personality, and always had a hilarious joke 
to tell.  Tom Swan certainly made his mark 
in this world and will be sadly missed.

School Traffic Safety 
– It’s Everyone’s 
Responsibility

By Assemblyman John S. Wisniewski
 Summer vacations have ended. Stu-

dents across the country are returning to the 
classroom and with schools reopening, traf-
fic patterns are changing. School buses are 
back on the road in force, parents are driving 
children to and from school and pedestrian 
traffic in school zones has increased. For all 
these reasons, the start of the new school year 
is an important time to remind ourselves and 
our children about the rules of the road. 

 For drivers, the changes in traffic pat-
terns that occur as the school year starts often 
result in longer commuting times. Speed 
limits may be lower and traffic volume 
higher in areas around schools.  Drivers need 
to leave themselves more time to get where 
they are going so that they are not stressed 
and tempted to rush by the prospect of a late 
arrival at their destination.

 The increase in school bus traffic is 
another factor that needs to be figured into 
your commuting time to ensure traffic safety. 
New Jersey law requires drivers on both 
sides of a road or two-lane highway that is 
not divided by some type of barrier to stop 
at least 25 feet from a stopped school bus 
with flashing red lights. Drivers are to remain 
stopped until the red lights have been turned 
off and any deboarding students are safely on 
the side of the road. On a divided highway, 
cars on the same side of the highway as the 
bus must follow these same rules.

For drivers approaching a stopped 
school bus that is picking up or letting off 
students on the opposite side of a divided 
highway, state law requires a driver to slow 
down to 10 miles per hour or less and 
maintain that speed until completely past 
the bus. The 10 mile per hour restriction is 
also in effect when a stopped school bus is 
discharging its passengers at a school, day 
camp or any school-related activity that is on 
the same side of the road as the bus.

In addition to the rules for school 
bus safety, drivers also need to follow the 
standard traffic regulations that are always 
in effect. These include observing speed 
restrictions, stopping and looking both ways 
before turning right on a red light, stopping 
for pedestrians in a crosswalk and following 
the directions of school crossing guards.

 Parents should also discuss traffic 
safety issues with young school children 
and review with them the best route to and 
from a school or school bus stop.

 Children should be taught the mean-
ing and importance of traffic signals. They 
should also understand and respect the role 
of police, crossing guards and safety patrols; 
know to stop, look and listen before crossing 
unguarded streets, and to cross at traffic lights 
or in crosswalks and not from between cars 
or in the middle of the street.

 Most important, parents should follow 
these same rules and lead by example. No 
child will take seriously the safety lessons 
you want to impart if they don’t see you 
doing the same.

 According to the National Highway 
Traffic Safety Administration, motor vehicle 
crashes are the leading cause of death for 
children from 3 to 14 years old.  Reviewing 
and reinforcing driver and pedestrian safety 
at this time of year can, literally, save a life. 
Share this information with friends and 
family members and let’s make sure our 
children and our communities enjoy a safe 
school year.

 Assemblyman John S. Wisniewski is 
Chairman of the Assembly Transportation, 
Public Works and Independent Authorities 
Committee. He’s a Democrat who represents 
the 19th Legislative District in Middlesex 
County.
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Rolling With Pride-This beautiful mural decorates the meeting room wall of the South 
Amboy First Aid Squad.  The work was painted free hand and created by Squad members 
PFC Brittany Martinez and Anissa Salmon.  PFC Martinez is currently stationed at Fort 
Drum, NY and will soon be deployed to Afghanistan.  Miss Salmon is studying art at the 
Unviersity of Phoenix.  Good luck to both of these fine young ladies.  (Photo/info submitted 
by Joe Lotkowictz)

Diocese’s New Raritan Bay Catholic 
Preparatory School Open

(Continued from page 1)
developed to provide a more unified 

academic setting,” Msgr. Corona said.
Prior to the establishment of the new 

school, Cardinal McCarrick High was a 
diocesan school, while Sacred Heart was a 
parochial school. The new school they cre-
ate will be diocesan. In letters to parents, 
Msgr. Corona emphasized that the high 
school and elementary school will remain 
individual entities. 

“Cardinal McCarrick/St. Mary High 
School and Sacred Heart Elementary School 
will not lose their individual identities, but 
will be strengthened as they bring together 
their traditions and dreams for the future,” 
he explained.

Referring to the name of the new school, 
Msgr. Corona noted, “Our new diocesan 
school looks forward to serving the Catholic 
school educational needs of the parishes in 
the Raritan Bay Deanery that do not have a 
Catholic elementary school.”

Ellen F. Ayoub, diocesan superinten-
dent of schools, said Raritan Bay Catholic 
Prep will provide a seamless curriculum for 
all students. “The school’s faculty is fully 
committed to work collaboratively for the 
education of the whole child, from youth to 
young adult,” she said.

Ayoub noted that when told about the 
new school, the response was very positive. 
“Parents were excited about Raritan Bay 
Catholic Prep once they realized how it will 
benefit both the younger students as well as 
those in high school,” she said.

Addressing the advantages of the new 
school, Ayoub said high school-level courses 
will be offered to qualifying eighth grade 
students, world languages will be more 
readily available for all students, and high 
school students will be able to earn service 
hours for assisting young students with their 
academics and learning through tutorials 
and clubs. 

Presiding over Raritan Bay Catholic 
Preparatory School will be Karen Juliano 
as president. Joseph Conry will be the 
principal of Cardinal McCarrick/St. Mary 
High School, in charge of curriculum and 
instruction. Franciscan Sister Marie Agnes 
Connolly will serve in the same capacity at 
Sacred Heart Elementary School.

As chief executive officer and leader 
of the preparatory school system, Juliano 
said her role is to articulate and ensure that 
the Catholic identity and mission of the 
school are carried out. She said she will 
work closely with the elementary and high 
school principals in developing academic 
and co-curricular programs, then added, “I 

will also provide oversight of recruitment, 
admissions, marketing, finances, facilities 
and advancement.”

Juliano said she foresees her main 
challenge in the coming year as “working 
with everyone so we will become a strong 
united educational institution that will build 
on the strengths of the two schools as we 
become one.”

Well prepared for the coming school, 
Conry noted, “As an administrative team, 
we have been working together throughout 
the summer to make this year one to remem-
ber here at Raritan Bay Catholic. Several 
events have been scheduled throughout the 
year which will bring the high school and 
elementary schools together for the celebra-
tion of Masses, pep rallies and Catholic 
Schools Week events. There will also be 
professional development opportunities for 
our faculties.” 

Addressing opportunities for high 
school students the new school will offer, 
Conry noted they will benefit from working 
with younger students, joint learning experi-
ences and the chance to build a stronger faith 
community that crosses generational lines. 

Saying she is excited to be involved 
in launching a new endeavor, Sister Marie 
Agnes said, “As one school with a single 
vision and mission, I hope that Raritan Bay 
Catholic Prep will be a “beacon of hope” for 
Catholic education in the diocese.  

She cautioned, however, “While we 
move forward creating something new, I 
believe that everyone must remember our 
roots, the parishes and communities from 
which the new school came.”

“It is my hope,” Juliano said, “that we 
will be an excellent, unique, Catholic school 
system K-12 that will be among the top 
Catholic schools in New Jersey. We will grow 
our academic programs, our athletics and 
extra-curricular programs, but most of all; we 
will grow in our Catholic faith and identity.” 
 
Echoing the administrators sentiments, Msgr. 
Corona quoted the Holy Father, Pope Francis, 
who said that schools “can and should func-
tion as a catalyst, being a place of encounter 
and convergence of the entire educational 
community with the single objective of 
shaping and helping the students grow as 
mature, simple, honest and competent per-
sons who know how to love faithfully, who 
know how to live their lives as a response 
to God’s call and their future professions as 
a service to society.” That is our vision for 
Raritan Bay Catholic Preparatory School, 
Msgr. Corona added.
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Music Trivia
Rock

By Tom Burkard

1.__I Love Rock And Roll a. The Beach Boys
2.__I Am A Rock b. John Fogerty
3.__Rock And Roll Music c. Gary Glitter 
4.__Keep On Rockin’ In The Free World d. Michael Damian 
5.__Rock And Roll Girls e. The Righteous Brothers
6.__Rock On f. Bill Haley & His Comets
7.__Rock And Roll Heaven g. Neil Young
8.__Rock Around The Clock h. Simon & Garfunkel
9.__Rock And Roll i. Steve Miller
10._Rockin’ Me j. Hues Corporation
11._Rock The Boat k. George McCrae
12._Rock Your Baby l. Joan Jett & The Blackhearts
13._Rockstar m. Falco
14._Rock Me Amadeus n. Nickelback
15._Rock Your Body o. Justin Timberlake

Answers
1l  2h 3a 4g 5b 6d 7e 8f 9c 10i 11j 12k 13n 14m 15o.

Bernie Bailey (l),  Borough of Sayreville 
Superintendent of Public Works, visited with 
his old friend rock megastar Jon Bon Jovi 
during his recent visit to town.  Bailey who 
owned Modern Times on Jernee Mill Rd. in 
Sayreville, was instrumental in Jon’s early 
career, “where Jon filmed his first video,” 
according to Bernie.  (Photo courtesy of 
Rebecca Jankowski)

The fabulous Air Supply turned in an amazing concert at The Great Auditorium recently, 
thrilling fans of all ages.  (Photo by Tom Burkard)

Golden Oldies Spectacular Oct. 5
State Theatre will present Golden Oldies 

Spectacular featuring Lou Christie, Kenny 
Vance and The Planatones, The Duprees, 
Shirley Alston Reeves, Freddy “Boom 
Boom” Cannon, and The Yesterdaze on Sat., 
Oct. 5 at 7:30 p.m.

The show should be a fun night of great 
music, especially with “Lightning” Lou 
Christie who still has an incredible three 
octave vocal range, and amazing on-stage 
charisma.  He had 2 gold record, “The Gypsy 
Cried” and “Two Faces Have I” in 1963, and 
later recorded his biggest hit, “Lightning 
Strikes,” which hit #1 on his 23rd birthday.  
His other big hits were “Rhapsody In The 
Rain,” and “I’m Gonna Make You Mine.”

Freddy “Boom Boom” Cannon also 
sang 22 songs that made the Billboard charts.  
His first hit was “Tallahassee Lassie” which 
hit #6, and the next one “Way Down Yonder 
In New Orleans” reached #3.   A few of his 
other most memorable songs were “Palisades 

Park” (#3 on Billboard), “Transistor Sister,” 
and “Action” (theme song of the TV show 
Where The Action Is).

Shirley Alston Reeves who formed The 
Shirelles will perform many of the group’s 
hits including “I Met Him On A Sunday,” 
and “Tonight’s The Night” just to name a 
couple.

The Duprees had many hits such as “You 
Belong To Me,” “Why Don’t You Believe 
Me,” “Have You Heard.” 

Kenny Vance and the Planotones is 
one of the most in demand acts on the old-
ies circuit.

New Jersey’s permier oldies band, 
The Yesterdaze will open the show, which 
should prove to be a great night of music 
and memories for all.

For tickets or more info, call the State 
Theatre ticket office at 732-246-SHOW 
(7469), or visit online at www.StateThe-
atreNJ.org.

Bon Jovi’s Son 
Plays for Notre 

Dame
By Tom Burkard

Jesse Bongiovi, 18-year old son of 
rock megastar Jon Bon Jovi  is a member 
of the national powerhouse Notre Dame 
University football team, after successfully 
walking on as a cornerback.  The 5-9, 183 
lb. athlete starred in football and lacrosse 
at Brooklyn Poly Tech, and was a two-time 
letter winner.

Jesse, who wears uniform number 34 is 
respected by Coach Brian Kelly, who said, 
“Jesse has earned a spot.  He’s a tough kid.  
The kids really like him.  They respect him.  
They don’t look at him as a rock star’s son.  
They look at him as a kid that loves Notre 
Dame, and wants to play football and help 
his team.”

Jesse’s father, Jon has loved football 
throughout his life.  He played Pop Warner 
football growing up for either the Morgan 
Panthers or Sayreville Leprechauns in the 
1970’s, and later went on to coach Pop 
Warner at the Jersey Shore.  In addition, he 
is the former owner of the Philadelphia Soul 
arena football team, and has worked out with 
the New York Giants as well.

*If anyone has a photo of Jon when 
he played Pop Warner, whether it be an 
individual shot or one of him with either 
the Panthers or Leprechauns, please let us 
know, as we would love to share it in our 
next issue of The SA Times.

Did You Know?
The great Richie Sambora is reported to 

have earned $2 million a month, and 20% of 
the profits from each show when he played 
lead guitar with Bon Jovi.  His replacement, 
Philip Xenidis allegedly gets $10,000 a 
month with no cut from the shows.

You Tube-In
By Tom Burkard

1950’s-Check out The Four Lovers band 
that featured a young Frankie Valli on the Ed 
Sullivan Show in 1956 performing “Baby 
Please Don’t Go.”  Frankie sure went a long 
way since that gig.  1960’s-“Love (Can Make 
You Happy)” reached #2 in ’69 for Mercy.  
1970’s-“Lucky Man” by Emerson, Lake & 
Palmer is worth a listen…or two…”Daisy 
A Day by Jud Strunk…”Wildflower peaked 
at #9 in ’73, as did the song “Right Place 
Wrong Time” by Dr. John.  That same year, 
“Playground In My Mind” by Clint Holmes 
reached #2 on Billboard.  1980’s-“High On 

You” is an excellent song by Survior that 
reached #8 in 1985.  1990’s-Celine Dion’s 
“Because You Loved Me” was a terrific #1 
hit in 1996.  2000’s-Josh Ritter is a talented 
young entertainer and his songs, “Joy To 
You Baby,” and “New Lover” sound super.  
Country-“Mine Would Be You” captured 
in the Live Room by Blake Shelton.  Check 
out “She Cranks My Tractor” by Dustin 
Lynch. 

#1 Country Hits On 
Sept. 21

2003-It’s Five O’Clock Somewhere-Alan 
Jackson/Jimmy Buffett
1998-How Long Gone-Brooks & Dunn
1981-You Don’t Know Me-Mickey Gilley
1973-You’ve Never Been This Far Before-
Conway Twitty
1967-My Elusive Dreams-David Houston

#1 Pop Hits On 
Sept. 21

2005-Gold Digger-Kanye West/Jamie 
Foxx
1990-Release Me-Wilson Phillips
1985-Money For Nothing-Dire Straits
1977-Best Of My Love-The Emotions
1968-Harper Valley P.T.A.-Jeannie C. 
Riley

Rory Kelly Coming To South Amboy
November 16

By Tom Burkard

The fabulous Rory Kelly band is com-
ing back to South Amboy from the deep 
South, for a show at the South Stevens Pub 
on November 16.  In early July 2012, the 
group played a few gigs locally, with the most 
memorable, being its 4th of July concert at 

Rartian Bay Waterfront Park.  That was an 
amazing performance by Rory Kelly, who 
is the son of one of South Amboy’s all-time 
greatest drummers, Mike Kelly, who also 
plays in the band.  Other local dates include 
The Landmark in South Amboy on Nov. 
22, and The Pub on Main in Macungie, PA 
on Nov. 23.

Last year Rory Kelly toured Europe 
for three weeks, and also released an excel-
lent CD, which featured the standout song, 
“Don’t Shake My Family Tree.”  If you’re 
around the area on November 16th, be sure 
to stop in at the South Stevens Pub to see 
this super group.

Air Supply Breezes into Ocean Grove
By Jerry Smith

August 24, 2013: It was a perfect late 
summer evening with fresh Atlantic breezes 
caressing the faces of concert goers gather-
ing outside the Great Auditorium in Ocean 
Grove, NJ. Air Supply was in town, and the 
night was made for love. 

Anyone expecting to snooze through 
a romantic evening of 1980s love songs, 
however, would have been mistaken.  The 
British-Australian soft-rockers, Graham 
Russell and Russell Hitchcock, delivered a 
high-energy performance packed with power 
ballads; many highlighted by Hitchcock’s 
stratospheric lead vocals. (Seriously, how 
can anyone hold a note that long?)

The show kicked off with “Even the 
Nights Are Better,” and “Just as I Am.” 

The duo beckoned the audience to join 
in on “Every Woman in the World,” while 
sharing lead vocals and harmonizing on 
the chorus. 

The rest of the first half included 
other notable songs such as “Here I Am,” 
“Chances,” “Dance with Me,” and “The 
Power of Love (You Are My Lady).” Graham 
Russell closed out the set on 12-string guitar 

with “I’ll Find You,” accompanied by Amir 
Efrat’s soothing keyboard.

After intermission, the full band was 
back with “Two Less Lonely People in the 
World.”

The crowd stayed on their feet when 
the two frontmen stepped out among them 
singing another chart-topping single, “The 
One That You Love,” before finishing the 
second set with “Lost in Love” and “Making 
Love Out of Nothing at All.” 

The encore featured “Desert Sea Sky,” a 
rhythmic song with a strong bass intro from 
Jonni Lightfoot and accented throughout by 
Aaron McLain’s searing electric guitar.

Sensing the show’s end, many in the 
audience flocked to the foot of the stage to 
hear the performers end the feel-good concert 
with “All Out of Love.” 

As the jubilant fans exited the audito-
rium, they would fall under the spell of the 
waning gibbous moon. Perhaps it was the 
power of the music or the power of love, 
but this reviewer couldn’t help but wonder 
whether there were a few less lonely people 
in the world that night.

Eberle Places Third
Samantha Eberle has placed 3rd out 

of 190 girls in the National American Miss 
New Jersey pageant .Samantha has qualified 
to attend the All American National Miss 
Pageant held in Anaheim, California this 
November. Her family and friends would 
like to take this opportunity to wish her the 
best of luck!!

Pasta  Night 
Fundraiser

The Columbiettes of South Amboy will 
host a Pasta Night on Friday, Sept. 27, from 
5:30-9 p.m. at the South Amboy Knights 
of Columbus home, 308 Fourth St., with 
proceeds to benefit the family of Kyrillos 
Gendy.  Cost is $10 per person, children 
under 7 years old—FREE.  Pasta Night 
includes Spaghetti or Baked Ziti, Italian 
Sausage, Meatballs, Tossed Salad, Bread 
& Butter, choice of 1 beverage—Tap Beer, 
Wine or Soda, dessert, and coffee.  For more 
info and tickets call Maria at 917-617-8379 
or Cheryl at 732-727-1707.  

Following dinner, all are invited to 
stay for some great musical entertainment 
at Open Mic Night!
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School Sports
(As of Sept. 13)

By Tom Burkard
Boys Soccer
South Amboy (3-1)
Sayreville (1-1) Fernando Maldonado 

and Lucas Pereira look good on offense, and 
Connor Drabik plays a strong goalie.

Cardinal McCarrick/St. Mary’s (0-1)
Girls Soccer
Cardinal McCarrick/St. Mary’s (4-0) 

Megan Kosa, Nicole Rogan and Madison 
McNally have provided excellent offense 
for the Lady Eagles, while Jackie Riley is 
doing a fine job at goalie.

Sayreville (2-0-1) Meghan Luzetsky 
and Kim Stratton look good on offense and 
Kelly Raub is holding down the fort at the 
goalie spot.

South Amboy (0-1)
Football
Sayreville (0-1)
Cardinal McCarrick/St. Mary’s (0-1)
Girls Tennis
South Amboy (3-1) SA is looking tough 

so far and is led in singles by Catherine 
Kosakowska, Joanna Joks, and in doubles 
by Geraldine Louis-Kathleen Schnell; Mary 
Whiteley-Lotasha Fullerton.

Cardinal McCarrick/St. Mary’s (1-3) 
Off to a good start, the Lady Eagles top 
players are singles-Lyra Saranglao, Caitlin 
Norek and Jewel Boyd.  In doubles the teams 
of Angelina Powers-Joyce Loda; Doraliza 
Urena-Marie Leon have played well.

Sayreville (?)
Field Hockey
Sayreville (1-0-1)

Alexis Rambhajan (Sayreville) takes a shot in the Middlesex County College women’s soccer 
game against Montomery County Community College Sept. 5. Middlesex took the contest 
6-0 and is now 1-0. She scored one goal in the game. (Photo Submitted)

The Jersey Thunder boys 13/14U baseball team featuring players from Sayreville and South 
Amboy, won a United States Amateur Baseball League (USABL) championship during the 
spring season.  (Photo submitted)

Jersey Thunder Won Title
The Jersey Thunder, a 13/14U baseball 

team that featured a roster of Sayreville and 
South Amboy players, captured a United 
States Amateur Baseball League (USABL) 
championship, and finished third in the other 
through the spring and summer season.

Managed by Norm Whiteley, the Thun-
der won the spring season with a 3-2 victory 
over Bridgewater in June.  In the summer 
league, they copped third place.

The talented championship team fea-
tured the following players: Patrick “Paddy” 

Walsh, Justin Lewis, Darren Gorczyca, An-
tonio Lopomo, John McCleery, Dylan Papas, 
and Ben Henry, all of South Amboy, and the 
Sayreville contingent consisting of Nick 
Miliano, Bryan Fernandez, Colin Sauter, 
Matthew Whiteley, Jordan Petruzziello.

The pitching staff was outstanding and 
led by Walsh, Miliano, Fernandez and Sauter, 
while the top hitters were Walsh, Miliano and 
Lewis.  Whiteley was assisted by coaches 
Mike Miliano and Juan Fernandez.  Con-
gratulations to the Jersey Thunder!

McCarrick Tops 
South Amboy

Cardinal McCarrick/St. Mary’s girls’ 
soccer club blasted South Amboy, 7-1 in 
the season opener for both teams.  Megan 
Kosa and Nicole Rogan paved the way for 
the Lady Eagles by blasting in 3 goals and an 
assist apiece.  Madison McNally also scored 
for the Blue & Gold, while Stephanie Gay 
tallied the only goal for the Lady Guvs.

South Amboy Beats 
Lady Eagles

South Amboy girls’ tennis team nipped 
Cardinal McCarrick/St. Mary’s 3-2 in the 
season opener for both schools.  In first 
singles, McCarrick’s Lyra Saranglao de-
feated Catherine Kosakowska, 6-2, 6-2, and 
Caitlin Norek, second singles player for the 
Lady Eagles triumphed over Jennell Webber, 
2-6, 6-1, 6-4.  The Purple & Gold racked 
up victories in third singles, as Joanna Joks 
beat Jewel Boyd, 6-3, 7-6 (7-2), and in first 
doubles the team of Geraldine Louis and 
Kathleen Schnell defeated Angelina Powers 
and Joyce Loda, 7-6 (7-5), 5-7, 6-4; Mary 
Whiteley and Lotasha Fullerton topped 
Anna Marie Leon and Meagan Scheider, 
6-0, 6-4.

College Notebook
Rutgers senior Kene Eze, a Sayreville 

alum, notched 3 goals in the first 3 games 
for the Scarlet Knights (2-1)…William Pa-
terson women’s tennis senior Fallon Conry 

(Sayreville), combined with Caitlin Parise 
(Old Bridge) to win in 3rd doubles, 8-6 over 
Staten Island.

MAYOR’S CUP 
SOCCER GAME
The Mayor’s Cup Soccer Game 

between South Amboy High School 
and Cardinal McCarrick will take place 
on October 14th with the Boy’s teams 
squaring off at 11 am.. This is the 24th 
edition of these games and we invite you 
down to our beautiful Waterfront park to 
watch the teams play on one of the nicest 
soccer fields in the county.

 SOCCER ALUMNI 
REUNION

Calling all former players of Tony G. 
at Hoffman/South Amboy HS to join in 
some fun on October 12th at 12 noon. 
We will have an all alumni game and 
then proceed to Sciortino’s for some 
food, beverage and I’m sure quite a 
few stories about how great a player 
you were! This game and after party 
are open to all alumni of South Amboy 
High, St.Mary/Cardinal McCarrick and 
the Vo-Techs with any connection to the” 
beautiful” game. For more information 
call Tony G. at 732-525-5303.

Blood Drive
Oct. 29

St. Mary’s Church will hold its next 
Blood Drive on Sun., Sept. 29 from 8 a.m. 
to 2 p.m. in the school cafeteria.  Each 
donor will receive a Super Bowl t-shirt and 
wristband!  Also, donate (Until  Jan. 17) 
to be entered into a drawing for 2 tickets 
to the Super Bowl at Met Life Stadium on 
Feb. 4, 2014.

Hurricane Harbor 
to Expand Cabana 
Service with New 

Tiki Bar
Six Flags Hurricane Harbor will expand 

its first-class cabana rental service with the 
introduction of Cabana Cove. Cabanas offer 
a private escape for water park-goers, and 
a new tiki bar will deliver beverage service 
directly to the cabanas to enhance the relax-
ing, island-style experience.

 2014 Season 
Passes at Lowest 
Price of the Year 
Six Flags Great Adventure announced 

today that 2014 season passes are now on 
sale at the lowest prices of the year and 
provide unlimited visits for the rest of the 
2013 season (including Fright Fest) and all 
of the 2014 season. For a limited time, with 
the purchase of a season pass four-pack, 
guests will receive a free upgrade to gold 
status which includes free admission to 
the theme park and Hurricane Harbor, plus 
admission to all Six Flags Theme Parks and 
free parking at all parks for every pass holder. 
Memberships Passes, which include all of 
the great benefits of a season pass, are also 
available at an affordable monthly price. 
Offer expires October 27, 2013. 

 This fall, Six Flags Great Adventure’s 
annual Fright Fest® celebration will undergo 
one of the largest expansions in the park’s 
history with new mazes and more scare 
zones, as well as added days and extended 
hours beginning September 13, 2013. For 
more information, visit www.sixflags.com/
greatadventure.

Sayreville’s 
Winning Streak 

Snapped
 The 3-time defending football cham-

pion Sayreville Bombers saw their 15-game 
winning steak (3rd longest in NJ) snapped 
by a fired-up Old Bridge team, 35-19 in the 
season opener for both clubs.  The Bombers, 
who were rated the #1 team in pre-season 
polls for the area, and #10 in the state by 
the Star Ledger, had a tough night against 
the fighting Knights, as they fell to the OB 
squad for the first time since 2005. Old 
Bridge executed throughout the contest both 
on offense and defense, and the 35 points 
they racked up was the most issued by a 
Sayreville team since a 2007 loss to Pisca-
taway.  Two bright spots for the Bombers 
were Myles Hartsfield, who rushed for 125 
yards, and also had 88  yards receiving, good 
for 2 TD rushes of 73 and 2 yards, and also a 
59-yd. TD reception from quarterback Malik 
Pressley.The good news is, it was only the 
first game, and Coach George Najjar’s team 
is known to bounce back stronger than ever, 
and should do so throughout the remainder 
of the 2013 schedule.
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The Local Sports Memory Machine
By Tom Burkard

From The Football Archives

Champions

Champions

1976-The Tumble Inn softball team of Sayreville was a real powerhouse, taking 1st place 
in both the regular season and playoffs of the New Brunswick ‘Major’ Fast Pitch League, 
finishing with an overall record of 16-2.  Pictured bottom row (l-r) Dan Hockenjos, Rich 
Szkodny, Ed Marcinczyk, Gary Balon, Bob Johnson, Don Popowski.  Top row (l-r) Mickey 
Marcinczyk, Tony Miklaszewski, Sonny Jarusiewicz, Walt Suchowiecki, Greg Chierchie, 
Tom Molle.  Missing from photo were Ron Ciszewski, Jerry Butler, John Chrzan. (Photo 
courtesy of Tony Miklaszewski) 

1973-It’s hard to believe but 40 years has passed since the talented Hoffman Governors 
baseball team captured the CJ Group I championship by defeating Keyport, 1-0.  Pictured 
bottom (l-r) Jerry Kotula, Mike Kelly, Joe “Moose” McCarthy, Rudy Neumann, George 
Bongiorno, George Hubbs.  Top (l-r) Jim Wurth, Tom Szatkowski, Ray Poulson, Tom Diem, 
John Szatkowski, Coach Bob Bloodgood, Ken Booker, Henry Wortley, Mike Downs, Bob 
Stillwagon, Don Braun.

Early 1960’s-This photo is believed to be the first team picture ever taken of the Morgan 
Panthers Pop Warner football team.  The players are identified by uniform numbers: 7-Billy 
Clayton, 8-Ed Dooling ?, 9-John Thorsen, 11-Kevin Ryan, 13-Dwayne James, 15-Nick 
DeBiase, 19-Gary Poland, 20-Bill McDonald, 23-Marty O’Grady, 26-Mike Larsen ?, 27-John 
McGill, 29-Bert Buhler, 32-Buddy Seibert, 35-Joe Castellano.   The team was organized by 
Danny J. DiPoalo, who was the first head coach.
If anyone can identify any of the other players in the photo, please let us know.
*A special thank you to Danny J. DiPoalo and Gary Poland who both submitted the same 
picture, and also helped identify some of the Morgan Panther players.

Glory Days
In Local 
Sports

1951-Sayrevi l le’s 
football team blasted Bay-
onne Tech, 19-7.  Charlie 
Kolakowski fired a 12-yd. 
touchdown pass to Bob 
Rhatican and kicked an extra point.  Walt 
Kurczeski scored 2 touchdowns, both on 
1-yard plunges.  1961-Hoffman walloped 
Wall, 5-2 as Ronnie Jurski won his first 
game of the season.  Bob Poetsch belted a 
single and 2-run homer to drive in 4 runs.  
1970-Cedar Ridge stopped St. Mary’s boys’ 
soccer team, 3-1 despite a goal by Greg 
Sciora.  1983-Sayreville’s field hockey club 
throttled top-seeded Metuchen, 2-0 in the 
MCT.  Terry Lockwood and Vanessa Carney 
both scored in a shootout for the Bombers.  
Joyce Winkler registered a brilliant 10-save 
shutout.   1996-St. Mary’s boys cross country 
team flew by South Plainfield, 16-47.  Joe 
Majkowski copped 1st place in a quick 17:18, 
while Keith Woznica was 2nd, and Mike 
Zmigrodski took 3rd.  

 2002-South Amboy girls’ tennis squad 
belted St. Peter’s, 5-0.  Keryn Rosenberger, 
Kiera Dorick, and Liz Gray won in singles, 
while the doubles teams of Lauren McCallis-
ter-Debbie Hessner; Katie McCallister-Kim 
Kassing also were victorious

T.H.E. 
Game

Sport-Boys Soccer
Year-1970
Teams-St. Mary’s 
(0-9) vs. Hoffman 
(Record unknown) in City Series action. 
Recap-Bob Zlotnick led the Eagles to their 
first win of the season by blasting in 2 goals 
and adding an assist in the upset over the 
Governors.  St. Mary’s received outstanding 
defense from Dan Balance, John Gryl, and 
goalie Jim Phillips.
Player-Of-The-Game-Bob Zlotnick, St. 
Mary’s.

45 Years Ago
South Amboy Babe
Ruth League Draft

1968-The following players were 
selected for the South Amboy Babe Ruth 
League: Raritan River-Manager Ray Stock-
ton; Mark Campion, Stan Kowaleski, Jack 
O’Leary, Dennis Poulson, Jim Heath, Jim 
Buckalew, Bill Burlew, Tom Gelsinon; Me-
chanicsville Fire Co.-Mgr. Joe McCarthy; 
Mark Abbatiello, Frank Minnick, Leroy 
Kurtz, Rick Therkelsen, Ray Thompson, 
Larry Parsons; Sacred Heart C.Y.O.-Mgr. 
Joe Mauro; Bob Levins, Jay Thomas, Ray 
Nebus, Tom Szatkowski, Bob Grzyb, Fred 
Chodkiewicz, Ed Szaro, Ray Kukulski, Larry 
Dibling; Independence Fire Co.-Mgr.-Harold 
Dennen; Ken Kubinak, Kevin Larsen, Mike 
Toris, Gene Berardo, Tom Durski, Jerry 
Dublesk, Phil Rainone, Bob Pearson, Jim 
Flannery; Komar’s-Mgr.-Mike Charmello; 
Tony Gonsalves, Dave Keenan, Jim Fitzmor-
ris, John Scarfi, Marty Bergin, Glenn Weiler, 
Tom Clayton, Joe Connors, Gary Rojek, 
Steve Carano.

55 Years Ago
South Amboy Little 

Fellas
Win Freeholders 

Tourney
1958-The South Amboy Little Fellas 

League All-Stars captured the Middlesex 
County Freeholders Little Fellas Tourna-
ment, defeating North Brunswick, 2-0.  
Winning pitcher Jimmy Vida fired a 6-hitter 
for his third win in the tourney, and he also 
defeated Perth Amboy National League, 4-0 
in the semis.  Jack Kreiger blasted a solo 
home run over the centerfield fence in the 
5th inning for the champions.

South Amboy was coached by Alfie 
O’Connor and Frank English.  The roster 
included: Jimmy Vida, Jack Kreiger, Danny 
Ust, Lenny Kuczynski, George Stramback, 
Jim Carney, Tom Vona, Bob Cavanaugh, Joe 
Monaghan, Dennis Wood, Jerry Drill, Tom 
Purcell, Manny Formoso, Ray Drill, Joe 
Chodkiewicz, Art O’Donnell, Phil Belgio.

35 Years Ago
South Amboy Babe 
Ruth All-Stars Win 

County Title
1978-The South Amboy Babe Ruth 

League All-Stars were one of the most 
talented teams to ever come out of the city.  
In the Middlesex County Freeholders Junior 
Baseball Tournament, SA’s opponents fell 
one-by-one: Woodbridge, Carteret, East 
Brunswick, and a strong Highland Park 
squad in the championship game.

The All-Stars roster featured an awe-
some 1-2, lefty-righty pitching rotation of 
John Inman and Mike Noble.  Other standouts 
who all contributed greatly to the title were; 
Daryl Munck, Tom Mulligan, Tom O’Leary, 
Frank Wahler, Pat DeJoy, Bernie Orszewski, 
Darren Gorczyca, Bob Aucone, Brian Gro-
ver, Burk Lambertson, Mike Carney, Tom 
Misak, Tom Levandowski, Al Johnson.  The 
champs were managed by Tom Burkard 
who was assisted by coaches Joe (Cross) 
Krzyzkowski, and John Tobin.

40 Years Ago South Amboy Slow Pitch 
Softball Champs

1973-The Bottle Stop, who finished 
2nd place in the East Division with a super 
15-3 record, upset the powerful , and heav-
ily-favored Bay City Liquors in the playoff 
championship, sweeping them by scores of 
9-5 and 15-2.

The champions were loaded with talent, 
and paced by third baseman Larry Kurzawa, 
who led the club in most offensive categories: 
hits-35 (#1 in the league), home runs-5 (#2 
in league), batting avg.-.593 (#3 in league), 
double-9 (tied for #2 in league), triples-3 
(tied for #2 in league).  Other standouts 
were Ron Croddick .525, Jim Tingle, who 

hit .518 and led the team in runs with 27, and 
belted 9 doubles.  Mark Felice hit .452, Ray 
Downs .452, first baseman (no first name) 
McDonald .452, Kevin Nemeth .442, Bernie 
Mackiel .393, Tom Downs .390, Gary Read 
.379, and Jerry Prusakowski .342 was the 
ace pitcher with an 11-1 record (tied for 
most wins in league).  Other reserves and 
part-time or occasional players who could 
not get to all the games were pitcher Tom 
Magielnecki who hit .364, and was 4-2 on 
the mound.  Also, Dennis Yanoski .500, Joe 
Vigilante .333 and Jim Pavlonnis, who batted 
just one time.

A group from the AOH recently visited Alaska.  The trip Included Seattle WA, up to Fairbanks 
Alaska to Denali National Park, bus, train and river boat tours down to Whittier where they 
cruised south Glacier Bay National Park, and down through to Vancouver BC All had a 
wonderful time.  Back Row (l-r) Joe Daley, Mickey Gross, Ron Sturgis, Kathy Riehl,Jim Riehl, 
Bob Masterson.  Front Row (l-r) Gloria Masterson, Robin Daley, Sue Gross, Betty Sturgis.   
The trip Included Seattle WA, up to Fairbanks Alaska to Denali National Park, bus, train and 
river boat tours down to Whittier where we cruised south Glacier Bay National Park, and 
down through to Vancouver BC. We all had a wonderful time. (Photo/Info Submitted)
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South Amboy Branch YMCA’s Y TOTS showing off their first project. (Photo Submitted)

YMCA Afterschool Programs Provide 
Learning Enrichment Activities 

Providing youth with opportunities to 
continue to learn and engage in meaning-
ful activities at the end of the school day 
can boost their academic success. To help 
motivate and inspire kids to learn, the South 
Amboy Branch YMCA is offering an af-
terschool program to school-aged children 
throughout South Amboy and Sayreville. 
The Y’s afterschool program combines 
academics with play and offers a caring 
and safe environment for youth who would 
otherwise be left unsupervised. 

During the school year, 15.1 million 
U.S. children are left unsupervised after 3 
pm, according to the Afterschool Alliance, 
a nonprofit public awareness advocacy or-
ganization. In New Jersey, 28% children are 
left alone and responsible for taking care of 
themselves.  With the start of the new school 
year, the South Amboy YMCA encourages 
parents/caregivers to make sure that children 
are involved in safe, educational experiences 
after school.

“The combination of enrichment and 
extended learning opportunities is essential 
to increasing children’s success in school,” 
said Mike Tonzola, Associate Executive 

Director, South Amboy YMCA. “YMCA 
afterschool programs promote a love for 
learning, social and emotional development, 
healthy choices, character and creativity, and 
provide children with an extra support system 
through positive role models to help them 
achieve and reach their full potential.”

Studies show participation in afterschool 
programs helps boost school attendance and 
academic performance and reduces gaps in 
academic achievement among children from 
disadvantaged households. 

In the South Amboy YMCA’s after-
school program youth receive help with 
homework and can also explore arts and 
crafts, sports, games and swimming. We 
serve children in grades K-6 attending South 
Amboy & Sayreville schools. Financial as-
sistance is available to those in need, to ensure 
every child and teen has the opportunity to 
learn and grow at the Y.

For more information about the South 
Amboy Y’s afterschool program, please 
contact Mike Tonzola at 732-316-8205 or 
mike.tonzola@ymcaofmewsa.org. You can 
also visit www.ymcaofmewsa.org. 

Weathering The Storms Of Life
Catholic Charities, Diocese of Metuchen

It was called the storm of the century.  
In October 2012, Hurricane Sandy came 
barreling through the tri-state area with a 
vengeance leaving in its wake a path of 
destruction with fallen trees, downed power 
lines, unprecedented flooding, and thou-
sands of people displaced from their homes.  
Catholic Charities, Diocese of Metuchen, 
mobilized immediately and was first on the 
scene effectively coordinating the disaster 
relief effort by moving hospital patients to 
safer locations and setting up emergency 
shelters and distribution centers for those 
who, in an instant, had lost everything.

For a social service agency that usually 
operates quietly behind the scenes, it was 
one of those rare occasions when Catholic 
Charities was brought into the spotlight.  
Media commentators acknowledged Catho-
lic Charities’ super relief effort in response 
to the super storm and continue to praise 
the ongoing support being provided to the 
victims long after the flood waters have 
receded.

But hurricanes are not the only storms 
that come into people’s lives.  The loss of a 
job, prolonged illness, emotional stress and 
addiction can be just as destructive.  These 
are some of the issues Catholic Charities 
addresses on a daily basis, even when the 
media is nowhere in sight.

There are more than 20 Housing and So-
cial Justice Programs that assist individuals 
and families who are hungry, need shelter, 
or lack the financial resources to meet their 
basic needs.  These programs provide short-
term assistance that lead to self-sufficiency 
and an improved quality of life.

The Ozanam Family Shelter in Edison 
provides emergency refuge for 16 single 
women and 26 families.  The Ozanam Inn, 

located in New Brunswick, which serves 
homeless men of Middlesex County, has 14 
emergency shelter beds and 16 transitional 
housing beds.  While living in the shelter, 
program residents work with case managers 
to improve their earning capacity and obtain 
permanent housing.  In addition to employ-
ment and housing workshops, case managers 
provide one-on-one counseling services and 
personalized budget plans.

“During my first few weeks at the 
shelter, I was very stressed out,” said K.C., 
an Ozanam Shelter client.  “But in a way, I 
think God was giving me a second chance.  
Now I’m taking online college courses and 
looking for a job.” 

Ivan is a husband and father of two 
boys.  “My life wasn’t bad, but it wasn’t 
good either,” he said.  “I’m a hard worker 
and always try to do my best, but times were 
very hard for me and my family.  It came 
to a point where we didn’t have a place to 
sleep.  Ozanam Family Shelter opened its 
door to me and my family.  The shelter is 
giving us an opportunity by helping us to 
set our goals straight so we won’t end up 
here again.”

Jacqueline Jones-Blake is the Program 
Director of Housing and Homeless Preven-
tion for Catholic Charities.  “I’d like people 
to know that the shelters are safe,” she said.  
“The staff is always courteous, and we are 
here to help anyone in need.”

That same message resonates from all 
of Catholic Charities’ eight service areas and 
over 113 programs across the four counties 
of the Diocese of Metuchen.  Whether it is a 
natural disaster affecting the entire commu-
nity or a private, personal struggle, Catholic 
Charities is here to help anyone in need.
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WWW.?

This should be another easy mystery photo for our loyal SA Times readers.  Good luck!  
Send your answers to: www.thesatimes.com.

Sayreville 1955-The late John B. Prusik on his daily milk delivery route for Forsgate Farms 
Dairy.  (Photo submitted by Joyce Prusik Szatkowski)

In  regard 
to your article 
c o n c e r n i n g 
bars in South 
Amboy.

Around the time 
of  World War 1 my father, Adam Marczak, 
had a bar on Augusta Street across the street 
from the old St Mary’s tennis courts.  Doing a 
succesful business he bought two lots on the 
corner of Feltus and Augusta streets, built a 
building, and moved the license to the new 
location.  It was closed during Prohibition  
but opened immediately when Prohibition 
was repealed in 1933.  The business thrived 
during the 1930’s, 40’s and 50’s when it 
was sold.

 Very truly yours,
Alfons Marczak (Formerly of South 

Amboy)

August Winners
Many people correctly identified last 

month’s photo as any of the following 
acceptable answers:  Christ Church Hall; 
Little People’s Day School; Thrift Store; Pre-
School Nursery.  One incorrect answer—Me-
morial Offices, was submitted.

The big winners included: Marian 
Mills, Chuck Pickard, Dale Roberts, Pat & 
Bill Scully, Estelle Pluskota, Gerry Sherry, 
Frances  Kosanovich, Joan Fulham, W. 
Tom Kross, Peggy Yuhas, Thomas Shipley 
Thomas, Ruth Harris, Glenn Fallon, Mary 
Agnes Morris, Joe Prusik, Mary Ann Mata-
rangolo.  Congratulations to all!

REMEMBERING WHEN
(By Clem Skarzynski)

Hey, remember when milk was “de-
livered to your doorstep”??  This picture 
and story was submitted by Joyce [ Prusik ] 
Szatkowski,who’s Dad,the late John Bruno 
Prusik ,delivered milk to over 400 custom-
ers in Sayreville from the 40s thru the late 
60s. John took over the “routes” from his 
Dad Stanley Prusik  after leaving Hercules. 
Johns route included Hills Supermarket , 
Targonskis’ Deli , and Schools on Main Street 
,Mac Arthur Ave., and Washington Road, 
and numerous residential customers. Besides 
delivering milk John also brought eggs, pot 
cheese, cottage cheese, chocolate milk, and 
who could forget the most sought after…OR-
ANGEADE!!! Wow, remember that!! John 
had to travel to Forsgate Farms daily to pick 
up the items for his daily routes, and soon 
acquired a “ large refrigerated box”which 
he kept at his Dads’ house, stocked with 
dairy products that were delivered by trac-
tor trailer from Forsgate Farms. Remember 
opening that “milk bottle”and finding that 
layer of sweet cream that settled to the 

top??Ah, those were the days!! And then in 
the mid-late 60s..along came the advent of 
the milk vending machines!!and and end of 
an “era” of the “home delivery”of fresh milk 
and dairy products!!And if you remember, 
the end of the “bread and bakery” products  
home deliveries too!!  John delivered milk 
till around 1968 , then became employed with  
the Sayreville Water and Sewer Dept. where 
I the writer met and worked with Mr.Prusik 
for several years.. John was a pleasure to 
know and work with as he told me “stories” 
of those bygone days and the hard work 
involved to raise a family then..those were 
very long work days..unlike today..Although 
the days were long, john usually had help 
from time to time from his son, Tom, and 
from his brothers Matty  and Walter ,and at 
times his Brother-in Law, Steve Koblos. My 
sincere thanks go out to the late Mr.Prusiks’ 
daughter Joyce for allowing me to share her 
memories of her Dads long days delivering 
milk to the residents of Sayreville, and al-
lowing us to “Remember When”..

September Is Childhood Obesity 
Awareness Month

Mike Manfre, South Amboy YMCA
The South Amboy YMCA wants families 

to know how to prevent childhood obesity 
and live better together—both inside and 
outside of the home

September is National Childhood Obe-
sity Awareness Month and the South Amboy 
YMCA — a leading voice in youth devel-
opment and healthy living—wants to help 
families in South Amboy and Sayreville live 
better and help prevent childhood obesity by 
incorporating regular physical activity and 
healthy eating into their daily routine. 

While a recent report by the Centers 
for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) 
shows a small decline in childhood obesity 
rates among preschoolers in several states, 
there is still a long way to go. Their studies 
also show that childhood obesity has more 
than doubled in children and tripled in 
adolscents in the past 30 years. Nationally, 
one in eight preschoolers is obese, putting 
them at risk for many chronic diseases seen 
in adults such as high cholesterol, cardio-
vascular disease, high blood pressure and 
type 2 diabetes. 

“At the South Amboy YMCA, we want 
families to understand the lifetime benefits 
of eating right and getting physically active 
and those behaviors begin in the home,” 
said Mike Tonzola, Associate Executive 
Director. “If healthy habits are established 
at home they will carry over to when chil-
dren are out of their parents’ care and that 
will dramatically help reduce obesity in our 
community.”

The following tips will not only help 
families live healthier together but help 
prevent childhood obesity: 

·	 Eat Healthy: Make water the drink 
of choice (supplemented by age-appropriate 
portions of 100 percent fruit juices and low-
fat milk) and make it easy for everyone to fill 
half their plates with fruits and vegetables 
by offering two or three colorful options. 
Feel free to mix and match fresh, frozen 
and canned fruits and vegetables to provide 
variety.  

·	 Play Every Day/Go Outside: 
Kids should have at least an hour a day of 
unstructured play outside (when possible) 
and break a sweat at least three times a week 
by getting 20 minutes or more of vigorous 
physical activity. 

·	 Get Together: Eat as a family as 
frequently as possible with kids involved in 
meal preparation and clean up. In addition, 
adults should take a break from electronics 
and spend one-on-one time each day with 
their kids, enjoying one another’s com-
pany. 

·	 Reduce Screen Time: Time spent 
in front of a television, computer, tablet, cell 
phone or video games should be limited to 
two hours per day.

·	 Sleep Well: Kids and adults need to 
keep a regular sleep schedule—10-12 hours 
per night for kids and seven to eight hours 
for adults.

In addition to being healthy at home, 
there is a need to maintain healthy habits 
while in school or at out-of-school pro-
grams. To create healthy environments in 
out-of-school programs, the South Amboy 
YMCA is implementing Healthy Eating and 
Physical Activity Standards in our before 
and after school programs as part of the 
Y’s commitment to the Partnership for a 
Healthier America.
The steps taken by the Y include: 
Provide a fruit and/or vegetable at all meals 
and snacks.
Only provide milk and water as beverages.
Serve meals and snacks family-style.
Set limits on screen time.
Provide daily physical activity, outdoors 
when possible. 
Have adult’s model healthy food and bever-
age choices and active play.
To learn more about the South Amboy 
YMCA’s programs and offerings, please 
contact us at 732-553-9622 or visit our 
website www.ymcaofmewsa.org.
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Remembering Broadway—1950’s To The 
Early ‘70’s—Part 1

By Fran Fitzmorris
If someone was to ask how far the 

distance was from Bordentown Ave. to the 
top of Main St., 9 out of 10 people would 
probably say around a half mile, if that.  In 
that half mile, you had a bustling, busy town, 
for decades before the coming of Menlo 
Mall, and to a lesser extent, Sayrewoods, 
that reached its peak in the late 60’s to the 
mid 70’s.  One rarely had to leave town for 
most anything you needed.

As a young kid, I was often sent by my 
mom to the stores on Broadway.  Her request 
was often met with an “Oh mom.”  It just 
seemed too far to walk.  However, I was 
usually able to turn a negative into a positive 
by going to either one of my two favorite 
stores, Zalls for the fountain soda or Joe 
Smokes with a quarter in my pocket—never 
more than 25 cents—to have arguably the 
best ice cream in town or an orange “pop” or 
those pretzel sticks.  Memories like these are 
second only to living on Stevens Ave.  Joe 
Smokes also supplied numerous 25 cent rub-
ber balls necessary to play at the playground 
at Hoffman.  Moving out of town and then 
coming back to visit always brought about 
memories, trying to recall where certain 
stores were located on Broadway.  I was 
amazed to discover stores that I knew of, 
but never went into, and others that had no 
meaning or memory to me.

Part 1 will cover stores of South Broad-
way starting at Bordentown Ave. extending 
to David St.  Odd numbered buildings are 
on the railroad side of Bordentown Ave., 
with even numbers going down the left side 
of the block.

It all begins with what was the new 
post office on the corner of Broadway and 
Bordentown Ave. in 1956.  Previously the 
post office was located between Henry & 
David on Broadway.  Directly across the 
street from the post office is an open space 
that was a gas station back in the 50’s.  Next 
to the post office is a home that’s been there 

for these 60 plus years.  Across the other 
side near George St. was a 2-family house 
with large porches.  The house was there 
when I was growing up.  Down past the 
post office was the Starlight Diner, which 
opened its doors in 1956.  Near the diner was 
a walkway over the bridge near the tracks 
that connected to Mason St.   That bridge 
has since been torn down, but I believe you 
can see the remnants of it today.

Back on the west side across from the 
diner was the Eagle Food Market at 136 
South Broadway, and Bill Brown’s Deli at 
134 South Broadway.  Continuing to the 
corner of John St., you would pass by The 
Cloverleaf Restaurant & Bar.  Located on 
the same side of the street across from the 
Cloverleaf was the Juicy Tip Top Tavern.  
Arguably, the Cloverleaf Bar was the best 
known bar of that era.  Crossing to the east 
side of John & Broadway, you see the old red 
brick building of the Raritan River Railroad 
building with the offices in the back.  Bill 
Kurtz Car Insurance, and in the front was 
the iconic Joe Smokes Soda Shop.  Next 
to the Raritan River building was a small 
city park where it seemed like people were 
sitting out there 24 hours a day.  This park 
contained the monument to the soldiers who 
had fought in the wars.  Today, it’s a parking 
area for the train station.  Across from the 
park was Dot’s Flower Shop at 123 South 
Broadway, and Bay City Liquors at 122.  I 
was told there was another tavern by the 
Bay City Liquors, then a private residence 
completed the block.  It’s still there today 
with a gate entrance on Henry St. and fence 
on Broadway.  From the city park to the walk 
over bridge to the old railroad station was 
left open for a reason I don’t know.   Back 
on the corner of Broadway & John starting 
in 1950, was the Sun Oil gasoline station, 
and I believe along with others that there 
has been a gas station on that corner for the 

The South Amboy AOH spent the day cooking for the South Amboy Little League at the 
waterfront this past August 10.  The AOH is looking for new members.  Please stop by for 
more information. (Photos Submitted)(Continued on page 24)

The South Amboy Branch of the YMCA was one of many outstanding vendor booths at 
Sayreville Day in Kennedy Park.  (Photo by Tom Burkard) 
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• TANK REMOVAL • INSTALLATION
• TANK TESTING • SANDFILL

• ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES

ADVANCED
SITE
IMPROVEMENTASI (�32)

566-0281

The Burden of Childhood Back-
packs

Some kids may feel they carry the weigh 
of the world on their shoulders. Considering 
the load many are carrying, that’s almost true!  
They are stuffed with textbooks, notebooks, 
papers, pencils, CD players and anything 
else they can think of.

After observing the children and speak-
ing to other parents and teachers, I learned 
that “pack mulling” was not unusual for 
children in elementary and high school.  
With over 30 percent of school-aged children 
reporting frequent backaches, it has become 
increasingly important to select the correct 
pack and how to use it.  Here are some 
suggestions when selecting a backpack: 
1) Adjustable, wide and padded straps;  2) 
Think padding in the area that rests against 
the back; and 3) Several compartments to 
avoid shifting contents.

The American Chiropractic Association 
recommends the following: 60 lb. person 
5 lb. backpack,  61-75 lb.  person10 
lb. backpack,  00 lb. person 15 lb. 
backpack.

As a general rule, backpacks should 
not exceed ten percent of your child’s body 
weight, nor should a pack exceed fifteen 
percent of an adult’s weight.

Books should be separated into sev-
eral compartments and heavy items should 
be placed closer to the back.  Be sure to 
place pointed or sharp items away from 
the back.

Backpacks should be worn as close to 
your child’s body as possible, especially 
when walking to and from school.  One strap 
should be worn on each shoulder so that the 
weight is balanced evenly across the back.  
Straps should be adjusted so that the back-
pack rests on the hips and pelvis with less 
strain on the back muscles.  If the backpack 
has a waist belt, it should be fastened to ease 
neck and shoulder stress.

As always, an ounce of prevention is 
worth a pound of cure!  Following these 
simple steps will ease the stress placed 
on your child’s spine and prevent future 
problems. 

POW/MIA Service
The Commander and Auxiliary Presi-

dent of #4699 at Jernee Mill Rd., Sayreville 
will hold a service for POW/MIA on Sept. 
24 at 7 p.m. for soldiers missing in action.  
All are invited to attend.  Refreshments will 
be served after the program.  For more info 
call 732-264-3041.

Rosary Rally
Oct. 12

Our Lady of Fatima Rosary Rally will 
be held on Sat., Oct. 12 from 12-2 p.m. at 
the Gazebo on Bordentown Ave. in South 
Amboy.  All are invited to come and pray 
for world peace.  For more info, call Rita 
Priolo at 732-588-5272.

Roast Beef Dinner
Trinity United Methodist Church at 

815 Bordentown Avenue in South Amboy 
is hosting their Roast Beef Dinner on Sat-
urday, October 26 from 5 pm – 7 pm for 
$14.00.  Items served will include: Roast 
Beef, Mashed Potatoes, Vegetables, Salad, 
Homemade Desserts, Bread, and Drinks.  
As always, we deliver and also serve take 
outs.  Any questions or orders, please call 
732-763-6232 or 732-721-3558.  
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This is a view of the actual barracks at 
Auschwitz, Poland.  (Photos courtesy of 
Mary Beth Wolf)

This is a picture of the guard house at 
Auschwitz, Poland.

Eastern European Trip
By Mary Beth Woolf 

Teacher of Social Studies
S.W.M.H.S.

I just recently got back from an amaz-
ing trip through Eastern Europe sponsored 
by the New Jersey Holocaust Commission 
headed by Dr. Paul Winkler.  I along with 
21 other fellow educators from the state of 
New Jersey traveled to the Holocaust sites 
in Germany (Berlin), Prague (Czech Re-
public), Poland (Krakow and Warsaw) and 
New Netherlands (Amsterdam).  A portion 
of this trip was funded by NJEA ($2,500), 
which was very generous of them since we 
stayed in five star hotels! 

The trip was led by Maude Dahme an 
amazing 77 year old Holocaust survivor.  
She walked along with us over 96 miles in 
15 days.  Maude and her sister Rita were 
“Hidden Children” of the Holocaust.  At 
the age of 6 she and her sister Rita 4, were 
taken by their parents to live with an elderly 
couple on a farm (they had no children liv-
ing with them.)  Maude’s parents living in 
the outskirts of Amsterdam knew they had 
no choice but to send their children away or 
they would have died.

Maude and Rita slept in a small closet 
in the bedroom, for over two years!  We 
got to visit this farm house with Maude, as 
a film crew was filming a documentary on 
her life story.  There is a video made “Hid-
den Child” which is out here in the U. S. 
After two years living at the farm house, 
the Germans SS knew there were two little 
Jewish girls staying there.  Maude even saw 
them on the farm.

So Maude and her sister were moved 
to a neighboring town called Elburg, where 
another family took them in.  Both families 
were Catholic, so Maude and Rita were 
raised in the Catholic faith. When the war 
was over, Maude and Rita returned to their 
parents who were lucky to be alive!

Maude didn’t recognize her parents 
and it took a long time for her to feel at 

home.  She even had a mental breakdown 
upon returning.

This is only the tip of the iceberg, of the 
bitter sweet journey that I had the chance to 
experience this summer.  We traveled to nine 
concentration camps such as Sachenhausen 
in Germany, Gruenwald railroad station route 
to various concentration camps, Terezin in 
Prague (model Red Cross Camp), Warsaw 
Ghetto, Auschwitz and Birkeneau (exter-
mination camps), Poland, Lublin, Poland, 
Majanek ( only camp with everything re-
maining, gas chambers), Poland, Treblinka 
(death camp), Poland, Plaszow (Schindler’s 
List factory and camp ), Poland and Vugt 
(concentration camp), Amsterdam.

Along with many tours of Jewish syna-
gogues and Catholic Churches in Europe, we 
as educators learned valuable lessons that 
we can relay to our students. The highlight 
of the trip was to view Anne Frank’s Hiding 
place in Amsterdam.

Why the interest in the Holocaust?  It’s 
a lesson to be taught and that this should 
never happen again.  Look what is hap-
pening in Syria! We can never forget the 
human lives that were lost and the families 
even today that are affected by the horrors 
of the Holocaust.  

I have my Masters from Seton Hall 
University in Holocaust Studies and always 
looking to further my education in this field.  
After studying in Israel at Yad Veshem, the 
International School of Holocaust Educators, 
(a scholarship I was awarded from Seton 
Hill College, Greenburg PA and Brookdale 
Community College) I am committed to 
Holocaust Education.

  I taught at St. Mary’s for 23 years 
and I am presently teaching at Sayreville 
War Memorial High School for the past 
13 years.

Retired New Jersey State Police troopers are pictured at the New Jersey State Police 
Former Troopers Association Picnic which was held Aug. 16th at the German American 
Club in Hamilton, NJ.  In photo (l-r) Austin O’Malley, Edward Dooling, Daniel Ballance, and 
Michael Deitche.  All are graduates of St. Mary’s South Amboy High School.  (Photo/info 
courtesy of Michael Deitche)

Patsy Palma & Family was outstanding as always with their cover versions of some of the 
greatest hits in music at Sayreville Day.  (Photo by Tom Burkard)    
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last 60 years.
The last part of South Broadway from 

Henry St. to David St. was always one of my 
favorite sections of the whole town.  Some 
of the very best stores in town were located 
there.  On the right side of Broadway, clos-
est to the tracks was Lou’s Bakery, located 
at 115.  They had the best sugar cookies in 
town, hands down!  For several years in 
the 50’s, Hollywood Sales was located next 
door  at 113 and Sesso Cleaners on that same 
spot.  Next door to that was the iconic Joe 
Jerome’s Bar at number 109 or 111.  Next up 
was Semer’s Hardware since 1937.  Part of 
the building was used as the First National 
Bank.  Check out the façade when you are 
downtown, and you’ll see where the bank 
was located.  The first laundromat I ever saw 
was located on the bottom floor.

On the west side of Broadway to David 
St. was the Blue Ribbon Bar at the corner of 
Henry St.  Then at 110 was Norton’s Meat 
Market, Oppenheimer’s 5-10-25 cent store 
(since 1927) at 108.  Holden Jewelers at 
106, Vogues 1-hour cleaners at 106 (1965), 
Green’s Clothing Store 104, and Zoll’s 
Delicatssen at 102.  

Any stores you can think of and wish to 
add, send to The SA Times or to my e-mail 
at blmntabbey70@aol.com.

Remembering 
Broadway—1950’s 

To The Early ‘70’s—
Part 1

(Continued from page 21)

Night Owl Bingo
St Stanislaus Kostka Church is sponsor-

ing Three Night Owl Bingos.  Saturday , 
October 12, 2013, Saturday , and November 
9, 2013. Doors open at 9:00pm, Games start 
at 11:00pm, Free Coffee all night! Kitchen 
will be open with a late night menu (to be 
purchased).

Bingo will be held at the St Stan’s School 
gym, 225 MacArthur Ave, Sayreville, NJ.  
For more information please call Debbie at 
732-613-0517, Bernie at 732-727-0082 or 
the Parish office at 732-254-0212. 

Happy Days String 
Band In Concert
Happy Days String Band (Mummers) 

will perform at the Senior Center, Main 
St., Sayreville on Tues., Oct. 8 at 7:30 
p.m.  Sponsored by the Cultural Arts Council 
of the Borough of Sayreville, the concert is 
FREE, with light refreshments.  All ages 
are welcome.  For more info call 732-690-
4712.

Students at Golden Rule Christian Center 
Daycare and Preschool are most interested 
in a story being read by the teacher.  See 
Golden Rule’s ad on page 14.  (Photo 
submitted) 
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Assemblyman Craig Coughlin along with South Amboy Mayor Fred Henry and others are 
pictured following the 9/11 Memorial Service held at Raritan Bay Waterfront Park.  (Photo 
by Tom Burkard)

American Legion Luke A. Lovely Post #62 Chaplain Frank Campbell reads a prayer for 
the 9/11 victims as Adj. Phyllis Letteriello (l) and Commander Bob “Zak” Sekerak (c) stand 
respectfully at the Memorial Service held at Raritan Bay Waterfront Park on September 
11th.  (Photo by Tom Burkard)

Sayreville Day—“A Huge Success Once 
Again”

By Melissa Jewels
Kennedy Park in Sayreville was trans-

formed into a huge fun zone for residents 
on Sunday, September 15 from 10am-4pm 
in celebration of Sayreville Day. Mr. Happy 
Party Rentals provided games, rides, and fun 
including bounce houses and a train ride for 
families and children of all ages. Over 100 
local businesses, organizations, and vendors 
came together to provide entertainment and 
information for all residents.

Live entertainment hyped up the crowd 
and included singing, dancing, and a martial 
arts show, courtesy of ATA Black Belt Acad-
emy. Other entertainment included Main 
Street Theatre Company, SWMHS Choir, 
the Palma Family (singers), A Step in Time 
Dance Center and Zumba. The Sidewalk 
Serenade led the crowd back in time with 
“oldies” music including “Sherry”, “My 
Girl”, and “Run Around Sue”. 

“Sayreville Day is always a wonderful 
event because it lets us bond as a community 
and see familiar faces throughout the day,” 
said Patsy Palma of the Palma Family. This 
year was the 10th anniversary of the Palma 
family performances at Sayreville Day.

Singer/songwriter, Jerry Smith, of South 
Amboy surprised his wife, Marlene, with 
flowers for their 23rd Wedding Anniversary. 
He also sang a tune written for his 20-year-
old daughter, Melody. Smith also performed 
“Song for Sayreville”, which was written in 
the aftermath of Hurricane Sandy and how 
the Sayreville community pulled through by 
helping each other.

Betty Dubinin, mother of Sara Dubinin 
and top advocate for “Sara’s Law”, passed 
out over 200 flyers to people who previously 
had no knowledge of the law, which allows 
a designated emergency contact for all NJ 
residents 14 and over in the event that a per-
son is involved in a vehicle crash that renders 
him or her unable to communicate. 

“It was a wonderful forum to explain 

what Sara’s Law is, and why it is important 
to everyone. It also let others know about 
The Sara Dubinin Foundation, as we award 
four annual scholarships in Sara’s name to 
local schools,” said Dubinin.

Dubinin also said it was a touching way 
for Sara, who was killed when she was a 
passenger in a speed-related car accident in 
2007, to be remembered. 

“I hope it also made people think about 
how fragile life is, and that we must make 
driving safely a top priority. Many parents 
were very interested for their teenage driv-
ers”, said Dubinin.

Many other tables were set up in order 
to bring awareness and light to their respec-
tive causes and organizations. Angles and 
Tangles Salon promoted Childhood Cancer 
Awareness (which is in September) by pass-
ing out gold ribbons. Aileen Vanore, whose 
11-year-old daughter Alexis has Crohn’s 
Disease, was raising awareness and money 
for the Crohn’s and Colitis Foundation. 
Pre-Vocational teacher, MaryAnn Gordon, 
of Sayreville Middle School, sold decorated 
buttons for the program. The “One Direction” 
band buttons were a favorite and quickly 
sold out.

Sayreville Day reached over 10,000 
people throughout the course of the day. 
Patricia Burch, Chairperson of the Sayreville 
Day Committee, thanked the sponsors who 
donated money so all the childrens’ events 
(face painting, balloon animals, characters, 
and rides) could be free of charge.

“Our entertainment this year was once 
again amazing from the local talent to the 
bands that were also sponsored for us,” said 
Burch, “My committee worked hard from 
January through September to make sure 
that the event is a success. The day was a 
huge success once again as it has been for 
the last 15 years.”

Singer/Songwriter, Jerry Smith, and wife, Marlene, smile for a photo. Smith presented 
Marlene with flowers for their anniversary.(Photo by Melissa Jewels)

Sayreville Zumba rocks the crowd with their moves. .(Photo by Melissa Jewels)

The amazing Rockdaddys rock ‘n’ roll band put on unforgettable performances at both the 
Blast From The Past Car Show on Sept. 14th, and also Sayreville Day on Sept.15th.  Both 
events held at Kennedy Park, Sayreville, were attended by thousands of people. (Photo 
by Tom Burkard) 

The Penguin, portrayed by Benjy Greenberg, was in popular demand for photos at the Blast 
From The Past Car Show at Kennedy Park.  (Photos by Tom Burkard)

Stella Misiewicz (l), an active member of the Sayreville Day Committee is chauffered by 
Committee Chairperson Patti Fausto, as they supervise the activities at Sayreville Day on 
Sept. 15th.  (Photo by Tom Burkard)
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Obituaries
Belmonte, Joseph, 84, formerly of 

Morgan died on Aug. 25.
Brumberg, Ruth, 98, of Sayreville died 

on Aug. 9.
Burzawa, Theodore “Ted,” 66, of Parlin 

died on Aug. 24.
Chehalecki, Theodora of South Amboy 

died on Aug. 20.
Chmielewski, Barbara, 81, of Parlin 

died on Sept. 5.
Creed, Ronald A., 65, of Sayreville died 

on Aug. 22.
Du Fault, Jane E., 78, of Sayreville died 

on Aug. 19.
Gan, Sylvia, 81, of Sayreville died on 

Aug. 24.
Gnacek, Edwina, 90, of Sayreville died 

on Aug. 22.
Goerke, Alfred R., 81, formerly of 

Sayreville died on Aug. 22.
Gorman, Helen T., 87, of Sayreville 

died on Aug. 19.
Gretkowski, Stanley, 93, of South Am-

boy died on Aug. 30.
Kolbush, Eva, 82, of Sayreville died 

on September 2.
Kuzma, John “Jake,” 87, of South Am-

boy died on Aug. 19.
Lajewski, Joan, 80, of Sayreville died 

on Aug. 16.
Lie, Ada Batchelor, 96, formerly of 

Morgan died on Sept. 1.
Mathis, Patricia F., 66, of Parlin died 

on Aug. 24.
Muchanic, Richard M., 85, of South 

Amboy died on Sept. 4.
Parmenter, Lillian H., 86, of South 

Amboy died on Aug. 26.
Pawlowski, Catherine E. “Kate,” 99, of 

Sayreville died on Aug. 27.
Prybylko, Matilda “Tillie,” 91, formerly 

of Sayreville died on Aug. 12.
Sardoni, Joseph N., 78, formerly of 

Parlin died on Aug. 27.
Shearer, Irene, of South Amboy died 

on Sept. 7.
Stella, Leo Jr., 64 of Parlin died Sept. 

8.
Sutkowski, Victoria, 85, of South Am-

boy died on Aug. 22.
Swan, Thomas W. “Bucky,” 79, of South 

Amboy died on Sept. 6.
Vogel, Thomas P., 80, of Sayreville 

died on Sept. 2.
Wagner, Peter P., 71, formerly of Sayre-

ville died on July 30.

Support 
our 

Advertizers

A PRAYER FOR HEALING
Lord, you invited all who are burdened to come to 

You. Allow your healing hand to heal me. Touch my soul 
with Your compassion for others. Touch my heart with Your 
courage and infinite love for all. Touch my mind with Your 
wisdom, that my mouth may always proclaim Your praise. 
Teach me to reach out to You in my need. Help me to lead 
others to You by my example. Most loving heart of Jesus, 
bring me health in my body and spirit so that I may serve 
You with all my strength. Touch gently with this life that 
you have created. Amen  -T.B.
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Gone Fishin’

Mrs. Neumann (81) of South Amboy caught this 27 inch,11.2 pound fluke on Tuesday, 
August 20th while fishing her kids(Photo Submitted)

Former South Amboy resident Gary 
Dobrinsky (l) reeled in the winning pool 
fish, a fluke over 6 lbs., while fishing on 
the Dorothy B out of Atlantic Highlands.  
His grandson Matt Weil (r) took 2nd place.  
(Photo/info submitted by Cathy Downs 
Dobrinsky of Saylorsburg, PA) 

FRANK KEENAN CALLED IT RIGHT……
IT’S ALL ABOUT THE FROGS!

  By Henny the DJ
 I maintain that there were many hard 

core rites of passage that applied to becom-
ing a True Rough and Tough Fifties South 
Amboy Kid back in “The Day.”

In becoming a man in those early days 
you had to have: 1) Tried to hop a freight 
train at the end of Henry Street or John 
Street or on George Street behind Sanitary 
Fuel 2) Been caught trying to foolishly and 
ill-advisedly lift a 5 cent bag of Wise Potato 
chips from the one of the many Teen Age 
Cantinas. 3) Been struck out by either or 
all these Little League pitchers- Charley or 
Eddie Conroy, Jackie Seaman, Dave Inman, 
John Berry or Wally-O with Mommy and 
Daddy and the girl you liked in the stands 
watching you whiff on three straight fast 
balls. 4)  Been shot down asking a girl for 
a slow dance at The Outdoor Dances or 
at a Sacred Heart Wednesday Night Juke 
Box Dance Extravaganzas. 5) Thrown up 
after either smoking your first cigarette or 
trying to chew tobacco like Johnnie Mack 
Brown and the rest of the TV Cowboys in 
the Western Movies on Channel 13’s “Six 
Gun Play House.” 

Also, you must have: 6) Been scared 
out of your wits on The Bullet at Sacred 
Heart’s Carnival but lying and telling all 
your friends how much you liked it. 7) Hitch-
hiked at least once to Ducksies or Hercules 
Pool…not seem dangerous? Three words: 
John Wayne Gacy! 8) Been doused with 
mercurochrome by Miss Albanese (no nicer 
lady in the world) after scraping your knee or 
elbow or face on the cement “play yard” at St 
Mary’s Grammar School. 9) Scarfed. down 
at last a quarter’s worth of penny candy at 
either Vincie Poulsens, Tarallos, Joe Smokes, 
Astaritas, Teks, Mikes Corner, Chappys  or 
that place in Mechanicsville on the right a 
block from the  Hole-in-the-Wall.

However, there was one rite of passage 
that we share with those island Homies, the 
young semi-naked boys we see seeking tribal 

acceptance in the National Geographic Chan-
nel Documentaries by risking paralysis in 
the ever popular Vines-Tied-to-Your-Ankle-
Head First-Tree limb Diving Contest, and 
that was the necessity to meet and subdue 
the wild animal kingdom that we faced in our 
daily trek through the South Amboy Wilder-
ness Preserves: The Bully, 40 Horses, The 
Mixer, or The Whole Length of The Raritan 
River Railroad Tracks through town….and 
that wild life kingdom was personified in one 
slippery, crafty amphibian …..The Elusive 
South Amboy Frog/Pollywog.

And  even with all this writing I’ve been 
doing though these last couple of years about 
the uniqueness of growing up in town, I fool-
ishly wouldn’t have thought to say a word 
about The Great Frog Hunt if Frank Keenan 
didn’t tell Teddy Wallace  to give me a heads 
up about documenting Catching Pollywogs 
Down The Mixer ! How important was that 
quest for the average walking around South 
Amboy Kid to have mastered ?

Well, you wanna know where my 
brother, Eddie, was when we had the terrible 
explosion in town in 1950? I told you this 
once before. You have to start remembering 
this stuff!! At the tender age of eight he was 
all alone at the upper end of Henry Street 
stalking those frogs and pollywogs; and not 
one real South Amboy guy either then or now 
questions the validity of his pursuit! They all 
know that he was where any eight year old 
worth his salt should have been at dusk on a 
beautiful Friday night in June. By compari-
son, a loser like myself was sitting inside my 
grandmother’s house watching “Kukla, Fran 
and Ollie” and almost got decapitated by the 
glass blowing in the widows when the blast 
came…some would say I would have been 
justifiably punished for not being a wingman 
for my brother when he was pursuing those 
frogs down “the Mixer”.

NEXT TIME: THE GREAT SOUTH 
AMBOY FROG HUNT!

Fishing Flashes 
By Teo “Weebles” Weber

Salt Water
The invasion of Croakers, Spots and 

Kingfish continues in Raritan Bay and the 
entire coast for that matter.  Some of the 
Croakers are a pretty good size and there 
are some nice Porgies mixed in too.  Fluke 
fishing remains at a steady pace.  There is 
less to keep, but ones you can keep are a 
good quality fish.  Some have gone up to 
11 pounds or better.  Party Boat Bluefish 
has gotten better.  The small Bluefish have 
been replaced by 3 to 6 pound fish.  There 
have some really big monsters weighting 
up to 13 pounds that have been caught 
too.  Barnegat Ridge to our south now has 
more Bonito moving in along with the first 
False Albacore. Barnegat Bay continues 
to provide a variety of fish, if you want 
Bluefish that’s the place to go.  You will 
also see Spots, Croakers and some large 
Kingfish. The surf from Sandy Hook South 
has been producing Kingfish, Croakers 
and some Bluefish.  A few Striped Bass 
are being caught on plugs at night.  Mud 
Hole wreck fishing consists of Porgies and 
Ling plus out of season Sea Bass for the 
past few weeks.  In the area of Barnegat 
Bay at the Manahawkin Bridge the same 
variety of species are there, plus there are 
a few “puppy” Black Drum being caught 
up in the mix.

Fresh Water
Delaware River fishing consists of 

a few Smallmouth Bass and Catfish.  In 
Spruce Run, Hybrid Stripers are caught 
on live bait, mostly after dusk. The 
Manasquan Reservoir has shown some 
Hybrids and Largemouth Bass.  Night fish-
ing for Trout continues in Round Valley 
Reservoir.  Fall Trout stocking with the 
bigger fish will start Columbus Day week 
in October.  Bass, Pickerel, Catfish and 
Panfish continue on a regular basis.         

Middlesex County College Presents 
Casino Night Fundraiser

Middlesex County College is offering 
an enjoyable night of make-believe gambling 
on Friday, October 18 at the Rosewood, 2863 
Woodbridge Avenue in Edison. Doors open 
at 5:30 p.m.; the games begin at 6 p.m.

“This event will be a lot of fun,” said 
Veronica Clinton, director of development 
and alumni relations at the College and 
executive director of the MCC Foundation. 
“In an exciting casino atmosphere, attendees 
will get $50 in fake chips that they can use 
to ‘gamble’ to win tickets to put in the tricky 
trays for terrific prizes and prize packages. 
Besides offering a wonderful time, this fund-

raising event will help the College continue 
its mission to support deserving students 
through greatly needed scholarships.”

The admission fee of $75 includes $50 
in fake chips and a buffet with desserts, as 
well as one drink per person (cash bar is 
available). Participants must be 21 years of 
age. The event is business attire.

For questions or additional information, 
please contact Venetta Ellerbe at the MCC 
Foundation, at 732-906-2564 or vellerbe@
middlesexcc.edu.

You can register online at www.mcc-
foundation.org.
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