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Broadway in South Amboy was packed for the annual Art Fest/Street Fair. See additional 
photos and story on Pages 18, 27, 30. (Photo by Brian Stratton)

ELKS TO HOLD 
FUNDRAISER FOR 

LOCAL MAN
South Amboy Elks Lodge #784 is host-

ing a benefit on October 19th, 2013 at the 
lodge located at 601 Washington Avenue, 
South Amboy for local resident Ed Medvar.  
Ed was diagnosed with juvenile diabetes 
when he was only 4 years old.  Through 
the years he has had complications from the 
disease and he recently had to have his right 
leg amputated just below the knee due to a 
small cut that got infected.  Unfortunately he 
is now unable to work and is on disability.  
This benefit is to raise funds to help pay for 
medical costs and to bring awareness to the 
community about Juvenile Diabetes.  There 
will be food, live entertainment, a mystery 
tricky tray, a face painter for the kids and 
much more.  Cost is $20 for adults, $5 chil-
dren ages 6-12 and free for children ages 5 
and under.  If you would like to donate a gift 
for the Tricky Tray, please contact Michele 
Rutter at 732-718-3125.  If you would like 
to make a monetary donation, you may do 
so by sending it to South Amboy Elks #784, 
601 Washington Avenue, South Amboy, New 
Jersey 08879, Attn: Michele M. Rutter – “Ed 
Medvar Benefit”.  Checks should be made 
out to “South Amboy Elks – Ed Medvar 
Benefit”.  A portion of the event proceeds 
will be donated to the Juvenile Diabetes 
Research Foundation to help find a cure.  
Thank you for your support.

Freeholder Dalina 
Dies

Longtime Middlesex County Freeholder 
Stephen J. “Pete” Dalina, 83, of Fords died 
on Oct. 5.  After serving on the Woodbridge 
Council for 12 years, he was elected Free-
holder for the first time in 1990.  Pete served 
as Deputy Director from 1994-2008, and 
Director in 2009.  He was currently serving 
his 8th term, and announced in February that 
he would not seek a ninth, 3-year term. 

Dalina, a Democrat, was always visible 
throughout the county during his tenure, 
and was very interested in the well-being of 
South Amboy and Sayreville, and whenever 
there was an event or something important 
going on locally, he was there showing his 
interest and support.  Pete really cared for 
all the people of Middlesex County and will 
truly be missed.

SA K of C Installs 
Officers
By Steve Schmid

South Amboy Knights of Columbus 
Council 426 installed their officers Septem-
ber 19 at the Council Home on 4th Street. 
The new officers took their oath of office 
before families and friends and then en-
joyed light refreshments. the officers for 
the 2013-14 Columbian Year include Grand 
Knight Ray Suchcicki, Chaplain Rev. Stan-
ley Gromadski, Chancellor Joseph Durnya, 
Recorder Ken Smetana, Financial Secretary 
Richard O’Brien, Treasurer Stephen Schmid, 
Lecturer  Saverino Sagliocco, Advocate Jack 
Mieczkowski, Warden Les Wilson, Inside 
Guard Peter Kennedy, Outside Guard  Cory 
Freudenberg, Trustee 3rd Yr Wayne Castello, 
Trudtee 2nd Yr Albert DiGuilio,Trustee 1st 
Yr Peter Luccarelli

AOH Open House
The Ancient Order of Hibernians 

(AOH), Colonel David B. Kelly Division, 
Middlesex County, is holding an Open House 
on Saturday, Oct. 26, from 1-5 p.m. at the 
AOH Hall located at 271 Second St., South 
Amboy.  Men who practice their faith, take 
pride in their Irish heritage and also want to 
help others are invited to tour the hall and 
learn what the AOH is all about.

Sayreville Honors
Teachers Of The 

Year
The Sayreville Board of Education hon-

ored its Teacher of the Year with awards.  The 
following were recognized: Sayreville War 
Memorial HS-Joseph Goscienski, Deborah 
Esposito; Sayreville Middle School-Doreen 
Consulmagno, Jo Ann Lorentz; Samsel Up-
per Elementary School-Janet Ust, Dawn 
Fulbrook; Wilson School-April Magistry, 
Marleen Lewandowski; Truman School-Ed-
die Howard, Nancy Dellafave; Eisenhower 
School-Mona Fakhoury, Kathleen Dan-
ielsen; Arleth School-Rickie Lee Saybolt, 
Kerry Haney.

Also receiving recognition were Sec-
retary Lori Ryan from the administrative 
offices and bus driver Lena Mele.  Con-
gratulations to all!

Sayreville Hall 
Of Fame Seeks 

Nominees
The Sayreville HS Hall of Fame Com-

mittee is seeking nominations for its 2014 
Hall of Fame induction.  Nominees must be 
graduates of Sayreville HS, who have made 
outstanding contributions to their profession, 
community, or organization.  There are many 
graduates who exemplify the high standards 
required for admission to the SWMHS Hall 
of Fame.  The Committee needs the public’s 
help in bringing these alumni to their atten-
tion.  Since its inception in 2005, the SWMHS 
Hall of Fame has inducted 47 exceptional 
graduates.  The annual awards banquet has 
enabled the Committee to provide monetary 
awards each year at graduation to two out-
standing seniors.

Call Elaine Kubacz at 732-727-0192 for 
nomination forms, or submit nomination let-
ters by Nov. 15th to: SWMHS Hall of Fame 
Committee, 20 Holly Dr., Parlin, NJ 08859.  
The nomination letter should briefly list 
the individual’s accomplishments, contact 
information, including e-mail address, and 
year of graduation, if known.  If you prefer, 
you can e-mail your nomination to: barb.
anderson2@verizon.net, or to epkubacz@
verizon.net.  There is also a nomination 
form link for your use on the high school 
webpage.  Please be sure to include your own 
contact information in case the committee 
has any questions.

Light Up New 
Jersey Oct. 29

(Article submitted)
Last year on Oct. 29th, we were in the 

dark…Now, one year later, we’re in the light.  
On Tues., Oct. 29th, we will stand together as 
we remember what happened with Hurricane 
Sandy, and look towards the future.  We will 
continue to recover, and prove to the world 
that we’re stronger than the storm.  

New Jersey 101.5 radio and Raritan Bay 
Federal Credit Union will be at Raritan Bay 
Waterfront Park in South Amboy/Sayreville 
for the event, and are asking listeners to join 
them at 6 p.m.  Those that have pre-registered 
will receive a FREE “Light Up New Jersey” 
flashlight.  Walk-ups may also register on 
site, and bring their own flashlight or buy one 
for a nominal fee, with all dollars collected 
going to local first responders (facilitated 
through the 501c3 charity Hometown He-
roes).  T-shirts will also be sold with proceeds 
to first responders.  Then, at 6:50 p.m. all 
Towns Square N.J. stations will play the new 
“Stronger Than The Storm” jingle as we all 
shine our flashlights in a “moment of light” 
to recognize the occasion. The song will be 
played on site at all locations, and people 
can also listen on Radio Pup.

Retired South Amboy Chief of Police, Jerry Pizzillo (l) reminisced with brother officers, Ptl. 
Tom Szatkowski (c) and Retired Sgt. George Kern (r) at the Historical Society of South 
Amboy space, at the Art Fest/Street Fair.  (Photo by Tom Burkad)

Thank you Veterans 22nd Anniversary Issue

 Eagles Football 
Season Revised
The Cardinal McCarrick/St. Mary’s 

varsity football team’s season ended early 
because of injuries.  Athletic Director Gil 
Pritchard said that, “Due to injuries, it has 
been necessary to drop the varsity football 
program for this year.  We will continue as 
a Jayvee program, looking to get the under-
classmen experience, as we look to the 2014 
season.  We are planning on returning to the 
varsity level next year as an independent 
school.  Being independent will remove us 
from the GMC for two years, and give us the 
ability to schedule more competitive games, 
as we continue to build the program.”  The 
many Blue & Gold rooters will be looking 
forward to the 2014 season, when they can 
once again follow and cheer for their local  
heroes in action.
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“Holly,” an 8-year old Bernese Mountain dog won The SA Times 4th Annual “Favorite Pooch” 
contest this year over 30 contestants.  The origin of the Bernese Mountain dog can be traced 
back to Switzerland.  The beautiful champion is pictured at Poochie Doo in South Amboy after 
claiming her first prize, a complete grooming.  Holly’s proud owners Jack & Peggy Broderick, 
are pictured in the photo along with the owners and staff of Poochie Doo, who sponsored 
the contest.   A special thank you goes out to Poochie Doo and also the 6 impartial judges 
for once again making the contest a big success.  (Photo/info by Tom Burkard) 

Talk Of The Towns
By Tom Burkard

South Amboy Arts Festival A Huge  
       Success

The City of South Amboy held its An-
nual Arts Festival on Sept. 22nd, and it was 
a huge success under the brilliant creativity 
of organizer Joan Conway and her volun-
teers.  In only its third year, the festival drew 
thousands of people from all over, as they 
enjoyed all types of activities for adults and 
children, as well as many vendors featuring 
tasty food across Broadway from Church St. 
to John St.  Great job, Joan and all of your 
volunteers!

Hoffman HS Reunion-A Fun Time
The Harold G. Hoffman High School 

held its annual multi-class reunion recently 
at the South Amboy Elks Hall, and everyone 
who attended had a terrific time.  Susan 
Mattsson and Ed Szatkowski, organized the 
event that welcomed graduates from all dif-
ferent years, and Bob Kubinak volunteered 
to sell 50/50 tickets to alumni members.  
Anna Harris-Friberg Class of 1938, won the 
award for longevity which was presented by 
Szatkowski.  There were also 4 very happy 
50/50 winners, and everyone enjoyed sharing 
wonderful memories, as well as the excellent 
food.  The camaraderie of this fine alumni, 
made the reunion a most memorable event.  
Plans are in the works already for next year’s 
reunion, and anyone who would like to help 
can call Susan at 732-721-2956.  Great job 
again, as always, Susan & Ed!

Garbowski Teams With Fran Tarkenton
Former Sayreville resident Bob Gar-

bowski is affiliated with Fran Tarkenton, 
CEO of Tarkenton Financial, LLC, a national 
network of independent financial services 
professionals.  Tarkenton was a quarterback 
in the NFL for 18 years, and was elected to 
the Hall of Fame in 1986.  To learn more 
about the services available through Bob 
and Tarkenton Financial, call 972-757-7582 
or e-mail: rgarbowski@tarkentonfinancial.
com.

Pleasant Little 
Trivia

By Tom Burkard
1.What year was the Sayreville Human 
Relations Commission (HRC) formed?  a. 
1966 b. 1989 c. 1993
2.Who was hired in 2003 as Cardinal 
McCarrick’s Assistant Principal?  a. Jesse 
Holovacko b. Zachary Wheeler c. Mary 
Ann Blinkowski
3.Where was Morgan Lumber Co. located 
in ’72?  a. Washington Rd. b. Rt. 35 c. Bor-
dentown Ave.
4.Hoffman High’s Valedictiorian in the class 
of 1958?  a. Kathy Kurtz b. Gus Galley c. 
Charles Agan
5.President of the Student Council at Sayre-
ville War Memorial HS in ’73?  a.Bernie Bai-
ley b. Ignatius Jankowski c. Mary Melillo
6.Where was South Amboy Music Center 
located in ’72?  a. North Stevens Ave. b. 
North Broadway c. Main St.
7. What section of Sayreville was the Mark 
Anthony Restaurant located back in 1979?  
a. Morgan b. Melrose c. President Park
8.In 1992, this travel agency was located 
at 117 S. Pine Ave., South Amboy?  a. 
World Wide b. Amboy Ports Of Call c. Jack 
Tripper’s
9.Where was Swanee’s located in Sayreville?  
a. Pulaski Ave. b. Krumb St. c. Embroidery 
St.
10.Prinicipal of Hoffman HS in ’70?  a. 
James Croddick b. Robert Bloodgood c. 
Adam Martin
11.Where was Hercules Inc. located?  a. 
Jernee Mill Rd. b. Minnisink Ave. c. Horse-
shoe Rd.
12. Selected “Firefighter of the Year” by 
the South Amboy Lions Club in 1989?  
a.Richard Johnson b. Mike Geraltowski c. 
John Szatkowski

Answers
1c 2a 3b 4c 5a 6a 7a 8b 9a 10c 11b 12a.  (Continued on page 24)

Chamber of Commerce 2013 Business 
Leader Awards.

The Chamber of Commerce serving 
Old Bridge, Sayreville and South Amboy 
announced the recipients of this year’s 
Business Leader of the Year Awards.  The 
annual awards are presented to honor local 
business people who have worked to improve 
and expand business opportunities in our 
communities.

We are pleased to announce that this 
year’s recipients of The Business Leader of 
the Year Awards are:  Old Bridge Honoree, 
Dr. Ira Shapiro, Plaza Chiropractic Center, 
Sayreville Honoree, Harold Kirby, E.I. 
duPont de Nemours & Co., Inc. and South 
Amboy Honoree, James Williams, President, 
Ancient Order Hibernians, Division 1.  The 
honorees are being recognized for their con-
tributions towards the growth and support 
for business in their towns.  

In addition of presenting the Business 
Leader Awards, the Chamber will also be 

honoring an individual from each community 
who unselfishly donate their time and volun-
teer to make their community a better place.  
These individuals are Tony Tannucilli, for 
Old Bridge, Larayne Panayi for Sayreville 
and Joyce Medvar for South Amboy.

The awards will be presented at a dinner 
to be held on Wednesday, Oct. 30th at the 
Grand Marquis, Rt. 9 South, Old Bridge, 
NJ.  The event begins 6 p.m.  Cost is $80 
per person.  

A souvenir program commemorating 
this celebration is now being prepared.  
Individuals and businesses throughout the 
community will show their support by plac-
ing messages of goodwill in its pages.

To purchase tickets, or to place a con-
gratulatory ad in the program journal, please 
contact the Chamber of Commerce at 732 
607 6340.
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Ladies Auxiliary 
Meeting

The Ladies Auxiliary #4699 of Sayre-
ville, 575 Jernee Mill Rd. will hold its 
monthly meeting on Oct. 22 at 7 p.m.  All 
Auxiliary members are invited to attend.  
Plan to have new ideas about what we can 
do to help our veterans.  A light refresh-
ment will be served.  For more info call 
732-264-3041.

Attention South 
Amboy / Sayreville 

Residents:  
Sayreville Auxiliary Police are seeking 

new members to join its volunteer force. 
Interested applicants must be 18 years of 
age or older, be able to pass a criminal 
background check and possess a valid New 
Jersey driver’s license. 

Interested applicants can download an 
application from: www.sayrevillepoliceaux.
org, or send a letter of interest to: Sayreville 
Police Department, Attn: Auxiliary Police, 
1000 Main St., Sayreville, NJ 08872. 

Include your full legal name, address, 
phone number and a brief summary about 
yourself.

Edward Thomas Fulham, son of Michael and 
Barbara Fulham of Morgan, graduated on 
Aug. 15 from Newark Fire Academy Class 
#42.  The ceremony was held at St. Lucy’s 
Church in Newark.  Congratulations, Ed!  
(Photo/info submitted)

On October 6th, local resident Donna Standowski (l) participated in her 10th Susan G. 
Komen Race for the Cure Breast Cancer Walk in Jackson, NJ.  This year had a special 
meaning for her.  She was walking in memory of Patricia Mathis, who recently lost her 
courageous battle with breast cancer.  Joining Donna at this year’s Walk was her very 
good friend, Ellie Lesinski (r), who is a 12-year breast cancer survivor.  Donna would like 
to thank all who donated to her, for a total of $500.  Special thanks to Sayreville PBA Local 
98.  (Photo/info submitted)

Annual Tea-Oct. 20
Golden Rule Christian Center of Trinity 

United Methodist Church, 815 Bordentown 
Ave., Sayreville/South Amboy, is holding 
its 5th Annual Tea on Sunday, Oct. 20 from 
2-4 p.m.  Tickets are $15 per person and 
reservations are suggested.  The tea includes 
a special program, tea sandwiches, home 
desserts and sweets, and of course, tea.  For 
further info and reservations, call Nancy 
Berry at 732-727-1935 or e-mail the school 
at: goldenrulegrcc@aol.com.

Designer Handbag 
Bingo

St. Mary’s Fundraising Committee will 
host its 3rd annual Designer Handbag Bingo 
on Friday, Oct. 25 at the school cafeteria on 
Stevens Ave. & Second St.  Doors open at 6 
p.m. and the first game will be called at 7:30 
p.m.  Prizes are beautiful, genuine handbags.  
View this year’s prizes at saintmarysa.org.  
Tickets are $30.  Bring your own refresh-
ments.  Coffee, tea, water and desserts are 
complimentary.  There will be raffle tables, 
door prizes and lots of fun!  For more info 
call Angel at 732-501-5133 from 9 a.m. to 
12 noon, Mon. through Fri.

WAKE  UP !!!   
WAKE UP !!!  COME 

OUT AND PLAY
St Stanislaus Kostka Church is spon-

soring THREE NIGHT OWL BINGOS.  
SATURDAY , OCTOBER 12, 2013,      SAT-
URDAY , NOVEMBER 9, 2013, DOORS 
OPEN AT 9:00pm,  GAMES START AT 
11:00pm.  FREE COFFEE ALL NIGHT! 
Kitchen will be open with a late night menu 
(to be purchased).

Bingo will be held at the St Stan’s school 
gym, 225 MacArthur Ave, Sayreville, NJ.  
For more information please call Debbie at 
732-613-0517, Bernie at 732-727-0082 or 
the Parish office at 732-254-0212. 

Assemblyman Craig J. Coughlin (speaking at podium), in partnership with the Raritan Bay 
Medical Center Foundation and Middlesex Water Co. announced recently that the Fourth 
Annual “Bowl For Hunger” raised $21,507.50.  Net proceeds have been divided evenly to 
the 28 M.C.F.O.O.D.S.-certified food banks in the 19th District.  (Photo/info submitted)
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Yearbook-Sayreville 1988
By Tom Burkard

When the new school year started in 
September ’87 for the students at Sayreville 
War Memorial HS, The Los Lobos ruled 
the Pop Charts with their big hit, a cover 
of “La Bamba”…While at the Washington 
Rd. institution, Rita Whitney was principal.  
Back in the ‘60’s, she was principal of St. 
Mary’s Grammar School in South Amboy, 
and known as Sister Mary Beata…Some of 
her Sayreville faculty members were: Judith 
Mischne, Dolores Suminski, Nancy Pfiel, 
Christine Bill, William Doll, Ann Juliano, 
Linda Carney, William Scarola, and Judy 
Sforza…

The Student Council consisted of Presi-
dent-Ken Damato, V.P., Matt Lichenstein, 
Sec.-Jen Gotti, Treas.-Ed Lake…Karen 
Szewczyk was selected Homecoming Queen 
in the Fall of ’87…Presidents of various 
school clubs were: German-Leslie Unger; 
Spanish-Jack Cibrian; French-Matt Lichen-
stein; National Honor Society-Paresh Patel; 
Spanish National Honor Society-Derek 
Czernikowski; German National Honor 
Society-Karen Savona; French National 
Honor Society-Neil Golub; Women’s Varsity 
Club-Michelle Huguenin; Library Council-
Dan Harning…

Activities were plentiful at SWMHS 
during the 1987-88 school year.  Some of 
the great happenings included: The Fall The-
atre-“Curtain Going Up”; The Annual Spirit 
Week brought the best out of the students; 

Four Odyssey of The Mind (OM) teams 
under Coach Carla Sutherland advanced to 
the state tournament; DECA received 22 
awards in state leadership; The Spring Musi-
cal-“Joseph & The Technicolor Dreamcoat”; 
The Bomber Band Marching Unit had a 78.5 
score, the highest in school history…

Paul Loughman was Editor-In-Chief of 
the student magazine “Images,” and Steven 
Sun was Editior-In-Chief of the yearbook…
The football team had a tough 1-8 season, 
as Mike Adams and Matt Fulham did their 
best as co-captains…Leigh Garbowski and 
Mary Fedor were co-captains of the girls’ 
basketball team…Two excellent athletes that 
I had the honor of coaching, when they were 
on the freshman baseball team were Rich 
Gluchowski, and Neil Golub…

Some of the huge Class of ’88 graduates 
selected randomly include: Denise Ander-
son, George Armhold, Richard Baruchle, 
Lisa Buchanan, Christopher Carey, Linda 
Chiofalo, Jennifer Ciszewski, Louise Crater, 
Peter DeBiase, Jeannine Devlin, Bryan Doel, 
Amy Hamma, Patrick Kilcommons, Todd 
Meyer, James O’Chat, Joanne Refano, James 
Senape, Christine Smith, Melissa Traina, 
Kelly Walsh, Christine Wisk, Michael 
Zollinger, Christine McCormack.

The Sayreville War Memorial HS Class 
of 1988 was not only huge in the number of 
graduates, but also in talent and unlimited 
potential to make the world a better place.

THOMAS J. KELLEY
10/30/1948-12/16/2011
US Army 1968-1970
By Patricia Kelley

Thomas J. Kelley was born October 
30th 1948 in the small town of South 
Amboy, NJ.  He grew up a small town kid, 
playing baseball, fishing in the bay and 
living amongst family and friends.  In June 
of 1968 he was drafted into the US Army 
and served proudly in Vietnam. 

Tom was a member of the 9th Infan-
try 2nd Battalion, a Unit dating back in 
service to World War 1.  He left his home 
and his family to serve his Country while 
a mother, a father and 3 sisters feared for 
him everyday.  Just like any other family 
of a soldier, they hoped and prayed he 
would come home safe. 

While “in country”, Tom worked “the 
parrots beak” in South Vietnam and also a 
free fire zone in Cambodia. Operating in a 
free fire zone means that you could shoot 
anything that moves for lord knows they 
would shoot you if they get the chance.  
Tom fought on foot, from helicopters, 
and from riverboats to serve his country. 
While in the field he and fellow soldiers 
would see and hear the B52’s dropping 
Agent Orange.  They bathed, washed, and 
drank from the very water infected by it 
for a lack of any other option. 

For 10 of the 12 months in Vietnam 

Tom walked point for his platoon. He did 
this in order to protect himself and his fel-
low men since he knew what to look for. 
Tom turned down 3 purple hearts and 2 
field promotions so that he could continue 
to walk point and keep his men safe. Tom 
was truly a selfless leader. 

37 years after a dedicated service Tom 
was diagnosed with Multiple Myeloma.  
Multiple Myeloma, a cell/blood cancer, 
attacked his bones. It is known as the 
#3 disease listed by the VA for Vietnam 
Veterans, serving in the drop zones. Three 
doctors said it was due to his exposure to 
Agent Orange and there is still no cure. 

While in Vietnam. Tom earned a 
combat infantry badge, 3 Army Com-
mendations, (2 valor 1 non-valor), an Air 
Medal for airborne combat and a Bronze 
Star. Not to mention what he turned down 
to remain on point. 

On December 16th, 2011, Thomas J 
Kelley passed away a hero to his country 
but more importantly to the friends and 
family who loved him. He did not leave 
us for he is merely “walking point” as he 
always did.  Leading the way for the rest 
of us. God bless you Tom. We love and 
miss you!
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Sports Card & Collectible Shows
The Sayreville First Aid Squad will be 

holding a Sports Card & Collectible Show 
to help raise money for the Sayreville First 
Aid Squad. The Event will take place inside 
the Sayreville First Aid Squad Building on 
Washington road from 8:30am – 3:00pm. 

Dealer tables are available by calling 732-
614-8639. Please come out and support the 
First Aid Squad and enjoy a day of sports 
cards and collectibles. The dates for the show 
are as follows: October 26, 2013, November 
23, 2013, December 28, 2013
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St. Mary’s HS Class of ’61 recently held a mini-reunion/70th Birthday celebration at Rooney’s 
Restaurant in Long Branch.  Pictured (l-r) Cathy Wilkes McKee, Kathy McNulty Guiamano, 
Lennace Cozzi Ceberek, Yvonne Tibbitt, Bill Tibbitt, Ray Andrejewski, John Toscano, Vincent 
Halleran, Gary Berg-Cross, Larry Pristavec, Ralph Treadway.  Everyone had a great time!  
Other classmates are asked to contact Ray Andrejewski at 916-408-2701 or Lennace Cozzi 
Ceberek at 1943Lennace@gmail.com.  (Photo/info courtesy of Ray Andrejewski)

Concert At 
Sayreville

The Patriot Brass Ensemble will per-
form in concert at the Senior Center, Main 
St., Sayreville on Tues., Nov. 5.  The event 
is sponsored by The Cultural Arts Council 
of the Borough of Sayreville, and all ages 
are welcome to attend.  There will be FREE 
light refreshments.  For more info call 732-
690-4712.

Dinner/Dance 
Fundraiser

The Cardinal McCarrick /St. Mary’s HS 
Cheerleading Team is having a Dinner/Dance  
Fundraiser at the Ria Mar 25 Whitehead Ave. 
South River, NJ on 11/15/13 from 7:00pm-
11:00pm adult tickets $45.00 per ticket 
students $35.00 per ticket, ticket includes 
dinner buffet, dessert, soda and coffee/tea, 
adult ticket also includes beer, sangria and 
wine. 50/50, basket raffles and dancing! 
Please contact Coach Chris 732-718-3460 
or Coach Brenda 732-310-0101 (deadline 
to purchase tickets 11/5/13).
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Jane Kurek, Executive Director of the Provident Bank Foundation, helps kick off the 
South Amboy YMCA Annual Campaign, by presenting a $1,500 donation for camp 
and youth scholarships to YMCA officials.  In the photo are left to right - Scott Lewis, 
President and CEO of the YMCA of Metuchen Edison Woodbridge and South Amboy, 
Renee Parsons, Provident Bank Branch Manager and South Amboy YMCA Board of 
Managers, Jane Kurek, Executive Director of the Provident Bank Foundation, Lucinda 
Florio, President, YMCA Board of Directors, Sherrill Rudy, South Amboy YMCA Executive 
Director, Anthony Conrad, South Amboy YMCA Board of Managers and Chairperson of 
the 2014 Annual Campaign for the South Amboy Branch, and Lisa Sanguiliano, District 
Executive Director of the YMCA of Metuchen Edison Woodbridge and South Amboy.  
YMCA Executive Director, Sherrill Rudy said, “The South Amboy YMCA is very grateful 
for the generosity of the Provident Foundation.  This funding will provide financial 
assistance for ten children to attend camp.  The South Amboy Branch saw increased 
requests for assistance after Hurricane Sandy and the Provident Bank Foundation was 
able to step up and help us to meet this need.  The South Amboy Branch is aiming to 
raise $21,400 this year.  More than $60,000 in assistance has already been provided 
to 180 residents of South Amboy and Sayreville this year.”  If you want to know how 
you can help the YMCA raise funds or how to give to provide assistance to the local 
communities, please contact Sherrill Rudy at Sherrill.rudy@ymcaofmewsa.org or 732-
316-8218. (Photo/Info Submitted)

SHOCKING HEADLINES OF YESTERDAY
By Elaine Holton Scott

Absolutely nothing is private any longer, 
especially when it comes to the personal lives 
of celebrities.  Whatever they do, the good, 
the bad, and the ugly, gets media coverage.  
In fact, the “uglier” their actions are, the 
bigger the headlines.  It was so different 
years ago when the reputations and antics 
of movie stars were “cleaned up” by the 
studios which paid their salaries.  Even the 
private lives of actors and performers seen 
on the “new frontier” called television were 
made to look squeaky clean.  How shocking 
it was to learn it wasn’t always so.

Some of my earliest childhood memories 
are of seeing Lucille Ball and Desi Arnaz on 
the little, octagonal screen of our American 
made TV set, with my parents’ laughter in the 
background.  On the air from 1951 to 1957, 
“I Love Lucy” was the most popular show of 
the time, and “Lucy and Ricky Ricardo” the 
most popular couple.  How sad it was, then, 
to hear Lucy and Desi split after 20 years of 
marriage in 1960…because “Ricky” didn’t 
love Lucy anymore.

“Is it a bird??!!  Is it a plane??!!  It’s 
SUPERMAN!!!”…was what all of us “old-
ies” had happily screamed when seeing our 
favorite super hero on TV.  On the air from 
1952 to 1958, Superman, played by George 
Reeves in an ill-fitting suit, had kept our 
world safe and free of evil.  No bad guy 
could ever hurt Superman but, sadly, George 
Reeves did that to himself when he commit-
ted suicide in 1959.

During the 1950’s, Debbie Reynolds 

was one of the most beloved young actresses 
on the “big screen.”  How shocking it was 
hearing her husband, Eddie Fisher, had 
gotten “involved” with their mutual friend, 
Liz Taylor.  In 1959, the marriage of Deb-
bie Reynolds and Eddie Fisher officially 
ended…and so did Eddie Fisher’s career.

“Johnny Yuma was a rebel; he roamed 
through the west.  Johnny Yuma the rebel, 
he wandered alone…”  Starring Nick Ad-
ams, the TV show, Johnny Yuma, was on 
the air from 1959 to 1961, and was one of 
my favorite television programs.  Sadly, 
Nick Adams ended up dying alone from an 
overdose in 1968.

Sal Mineo, one of the “hot” young stars 
of the 1950’s, had shot to stardom in 1955 
from his supporting role in “Rebel without 
a Cause” with James Dean and Natalie 
Wood.  In 1976, Sal Mineo’s career and 
his life would come to an abrupt end when 
he was randomly stabbed in the heart by a 
Pizza Delivery man in the alleyway of his 
apartment building.

Andy Williams was a fixture on televi-
sion from 1962 to 1971 with his popular 
variety show and TV specials, and often had 
his wife, Claudine Longet, a French wannabe 
starlet, and their three children appear as his 
guests.  In 1975, after 14 years of marriage, 
Claudine Longet divorced Andy Williams 
and quickly entered into a relationship with 
Alpine ski racer Spider Sabich in Colorado.  
When Spider Sabich wanted “out” of the 
relationship, Claudine shot him in the head.  
Spending just 30 days in jail for the murder, 
Claudine Longet and her attorney took a 
vacation in Mexico, before tying the knot.

Fundraiser For Local School Scholarships  
By Melissa Jewels

Rita’s Italian Ice in Sayreville held a 
fundraiser for The Sara Dubinin Memorial 
Scholarship Foundation on September 30, 
2013. It was the first fundraiser the founda-
tion has ever had. Over $500 was collected 
by the 20% Rita’s Ice donated through scoops 
of ice and donations from patrons.

 Betty Dubinin, the mother of 19-year 
old Sara, who perished in a car accident in 
2007, expressed her thanks to Rita’s Ice 
and everyone who came out to support the 
foundation.

“It was a beautiful night, and everyone 
came together for Sara in support of the 
four scholarships we award annually.” said 
Dubinin

Special musical guests DJ Pete and Rob-
bie donated their time to bring entertainment 

to the event including karaoke. 
“It was a great turnout, with great music, 

great ice, and wonderful people who came 
together for Sara”, stated Dubinin.

The foundation presents 3 surrounding 
area schools with scholarships annually 
(Cardinal McCarrick, Our Lady of Victories, 
and Sayreville High School). In addition to 
schools, the foundation awards the 4-H Club 
a scholarship for horseback riding, which 
was Sara’s favorite thing to do.

The next scheduled fundraiser for the 
Sara Dubinin Memorial Scholarship is a walk 
on October 27, 2013 at 11am in Kennedy 
Park. For more information on this fundraiser 
or to make a donation, please email Betty 
Dubinin at vbsdub@optonline.net

Yard Sale Benefit
Kayla’s Crew is having a garage sale 

on October 19th.  If you have any items that 
you would like to donate to the sale please 
drop it off at 3 Woodlawn Ave, Parlin, NJ 
on October 18th between 9am and 8pm.  For 
directions please call 732-586-5251.

Yoga Classes
Yoga for Back Health classes are back 

at Christ Church in South Amboy on Sat-
urdays thru November 23rd. Sessions are 
held at Memorial Hall, located at 257 Fourth 
St. (also accessible from Main Street via 
the Christ Church parking). The one hour 
class starts at 11:30 am and costs only $10. 
Questions? Or to receive a registration form 
email zumbasayreville@gmail.com or call 
Denise 732-525-9536...you need a yoga mat, 
a towel, and water.

South Amboy 
Y Celebrates 
Halloween

Wear your costumes, and join the South 
Amboy Branch Y at a family Halloween 
Party on Saturday, October 26 from 1-3pm.  
We’ll have a DJ, Dancing, Costume Parade, 
and tons of fun games and crafts for the 
whole family!  The event is free to Y Mem-
bers, and $10 per family for Non-Members.  
Registration is required in advance.  Please 
contact the Welcome Desk with any ques-
tions at 732-553-9622 or to register over 
the phone.

Health and Safety Day at Middlesex County College brought dozens of human service 
and safety agencies to campus to help students, faculty and staff learn about how to make 
their lives healthier. The day included a visit by members of the Edison Fire Department, 
who taught fire safety to the kids in the MCC Child Care Center. Here, Aryanna Goodwin 
(Sayreville) tries on a helmet and examines the mask. She is flanked by Firefighters Ed 
Hummel (left) and Brian Stauder. (Photo/story submitted)
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1962-South Amboy Police and NJ State Police officers along with Richie Schultz got 
together for a holiday party.  Pictured top (l-r) ?, Ed O’Leary, Ray Mundy, Charles Travinski, 
Leroy “Red” Kurtz, Frank “Inky” Norek, Jack O’Leary.  Bottom row (l-r) ?, August “Augie” 
Charmello, Richie Schultz, Anthony “Tony” Tarallo, Robert “Bob” Kelly.  (Photo/info courtesy 
of Joanne Katko)

White Cane 
Fundraiser

The Sayreville Lions will be collecting 
donations at the Shop Rite of Sayreville, 
Wed., Oct. 30 and Thurs., Oct. 31.  They call 
it White Cane because most of their work 
helps the blind and visually impaired.  For 
more info about the Lions, go to their web 
at: Sayrevillenj.lionwap.org.

K of C 4th Degree 
Installs Officers

By Steve Schmid
Monsignor John F Brady Assembly 

676 of South Amboy installed its slate of 
officers for the 2013-14 Columbian Year at 
a special ceremony September 24 at the K of 
C Hall in South Amboy. The new officers are 
Faithful Navigator Scot Pampaloni, Faith-
ful Captain Dennis Keller, Faithful Friar 
Rev. James  agerman, Faithful Pilot Robert 
Bove, Faithful Comptroller Brent Smith Sr, 
Faithful Admiral George Montalvo, Faithful 
Purser Stephen Schmd, Faithful Scribe Craig 
Biesiada, Inner Sentinel Thomas McGuire, 
Outer Sentinel James Smith, Color Corps 
Commander Raymond Suchcicki, 1 Yr 
Trustee John Erbetta, 2 Yr Trustee Deacon 
Richard O’Brien, 3 Yr Trustee Peter Luc-
carelli  

Real Estate Selling 
Your Home Seminar 

Sayreville Public 
Library

The Spring market is right around the 
corner and if you are thinking about selling 
your home in 2014, now is the time to start 
preparing!  Join local real estate expert, 
Karlton Utter, as he discusses the home 
selling process, local market data, staging, 
and what to look for in an offer.

Over the past 13 years, Sayreville na-
tive Karlton Utter has held several positions 
within the real estate industry involving 
training, management, sales, recruiting, 
and marketing. He is excited to bring his 
knowledge of the national and local market 
to the Sayreville Public Library on Monday, 
November 25 from 7:00 to 8:30PM to help 
the residents of our town better understand 
the real estate process and transaction.  If 
you have any questions or would like to 
register, contact Alaina at 732-727-0212 ext. 
25 or email her at alainad@lmxac.org. You 
may also register online at www.sayrevil-
lelibrary.org.  

Skate-A-Thon 
Benefit

South Amboy Arena Roller Magic Roll-
er Rinks will host a 4 ½ hour Roller Skate-A-
Thon to benefit the American Cancer Society 
for Breast Cancer on Sunday, Oct. 20 from 8 
a.m. to 12:30 p.m.  100% of admission will 
be donated to the American Cancer Society 
for Breast Cancer Awareness & Research.  
They will also be accepting donations of any 
amount in the form of cash or check made 
payable to the American Cancer Society at 
the Skating Rink.  Admission will be $8-all 
ages, $5 spectators.  It will be 4 ½ hours of 
fun, games, and donated prizes.  For more 
info, go to www.Rollermagic.com or call 
Patricia Akalski at 732-727-1122.

Applebee’s 
Flapjack Breakfast

The Sayreville War Memorial High 
School Bombers Marching Band, Band 
Parents Association, will host an Applebee’s 
Flapjack Breakfast on Sunday, November 10, 
2013, at the Applebee’s, on Ryders Lane, in 
Milltown, New Jersey (next to Target and 
Home Depot).  Doors open at 8:00 a.m. and 
breakfast will be served until 10:00 a.m.  The 
$10 pp admission price includes pancakes, 
eggs, sausage and a beverage.  For more 
information or tickets, please contact Anna 
at (732) 234-3580.  Tickets are available at 
the door, however seating is limited.

10

Long Ago
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Pancake Breakfast
The Sayreville Lions Club will hold its 

Semi-Annual Pancake Breakfast on Sun., 
Nov. 3 from 8 a.m. to noon at the Sayreville 
War Memorial HS cafeteria.  Cost is $7 
for adults, and $3 for children.  For more 
info go the Lions website: Sayrevillenj.
lionwap.org.

Library Book Sale
The Friends of the Sayreville Public 

Library will hold their fall book sale on 
Saturday, October 26th, 2013 and Sunday, 
October 27, 2013 from 1:30PM – 3:30PM 
in the library conference room located on 
Washington Road in Parlin. Fill a bag with 
books for only $10.00 or a box for $15.00. 
Choose from a great selection of titles with 
something for all ages. Bags/boxes will be 
supplies by the Friends’ group. Book dona-
tions for this sale will be accepted after 
October 1st. For information, please contact 
732-727-0192.

12

LOCAL TO PERFORM IN  
THANKSGIVING DAY PARADE

Sabrina Leff a freshman student from 
Cardinal McCarrick/St. Mary’s High School  
in  South Amboy, NJ is one of over 500 junior 
high and high school cheerleaders and danc-
ers from across the U.S. who will perform in 
the 92st Annual Philadelphia Thanksgiving 
Day Parade, the oldest Thanksgiving Day 
parade in the nation.

The individuals invited to perform in the 
parade are cheerleading and dance All Ameri-
cans selected from Varsity camps around 
the country, including camps organized by 
Universal Cheerleaders Association (UCA), 
Universal Dance Association (UDA), Na-
tional Cheerleaders Association (NCA) and 
National Dance Alliance (NDA).  Sabrina 
was awarded the invite and All American 
Medal when she attended the UCA camp 
with the CMHS Varsity Cheerleading team at 
Monmouth University in NJ this past July.  

All Americans will be in Philadelphia 

from November 26 through the 29th, 2013 
practicing their routine and visiting Philadel-
phia landmarks. All Americans are selected 
via tryout based on either superior cheerlead-
ing or dance skills.  Only the top 12% of the 
cheerleaders and dancers who attend Varsity 
camps earn the chance to march in a holiday 
spectacular of this caliber.  

Sabrina Leff  will perform with the All-
American group in the annual Thanksgiving 
Day festivities through the heart of historic 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania.  The event is 
televised in the Philadelphia area and syn-
dicated throughout the United States.

The Varsity All-American program is 
celebrating its 26th year. For more informa-
tion or to attend this event as a spectator,  
visit www.varsity.com or contact Catherine 
Morris at (800) 238-0286, ext. 5816 or email 
cmorris@varsityspirit.com.

Mother Goose Tot 
Time

Want to spend some time with your tod-
dler outside of your home? Come into the 
Library for our Mother Goose Interactive Tot 
Time Thursday’s at 3:30 pm. Hear a story, 
learn a nursery rhyme, and do a small craft 
with your child while having some Mommy 
and Me Time with your child. Program is 
for ages 0-3. 

Need homework help? Don’t forget to 
ask the librarians. Free online resources on 
the library’s web page make report writing 
easy!

The library is adjacent to the South Am-
boy High School off O’Leary Blvd. Library 
hours are Monday, Tuesday, and Thursday 
10am – 8 pm; Wednesday and Friday 10am 
– 5pm and Saturday 12 noon – 4pm. Direc-
tions: www.dowdell.org

For additional information, contact 
the library at comments@dowdell.org or 
732-721-6060.

Sabrina Leff

The Hoffman HS Alumni held its 15th Annual Reunion recently at the South Amboy Elks 
Club.  The happy Alumni are pictured with a few family members and friends who attended.  
(Photo by Tom Burkard)
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The 15th Annual Hoffman HS Alumni 
Reunion

(Photos by Tom Burkard)

Ed Szatkowski (l) and Susan Mattsson (r) combined to organize and run a terrific reunion 
once again!  The cake sure looks good!

Ed Szatkowski (l) presents Anna Harris Friberg, Class of 1938 with the award for 
longevity.
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Students at St. Stan’s School are full of smiles as they work in the garden in back of their 
school.  Pictured is Mrs. Foret, the 7th grade teacher, and two of her garden club students.  
They are working together with the 5th grade class on the Learning Through Gardening 
project sponsored by the NJ Agricultural Society.  (Photo/info courtesy of Lisa Grover)

Morgan Lions 
Fundraiser

TGI Friday’s Restaurant and the Mor-
gan Lions Club would like you to join them 
on Tues. Oct. 22 for dinner.  20% of every 
dollar you spend at Friday’s will be donated 
to the Morgan Lions Club for community 
programs.  Bring this article with you and 
present it to your server.

This must be used between 4-10 p.m. 
at Friday’s on Rt. 9 South, Old Bridge, 
732-727-8200.

A PRAYER FOR HEALING
Lord, you invited all who are burdened to come to 

You. Allow your healing hand to heal me. Touch my soul 
with Your compassion for others. Touch my heart with Your 
courage and infinite love for all. Touch my mind with Your 
wisdom, that my mouth may always proclaim Your praise. 
Teach me to reach out to You in my need. Help me to lead 
others to You by my example. Most loving heart of Jesus, 
bring me health in my body and spirit so that I may serve 
You with all my strength. Touch gently with this life that 
you have created. Amen  -T.B.

Gus Galley (c) pictured with friends Rose 
DiGiambattista (l) and Susan Mattsson (r) had 
a great time as always at the reunion.
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“We Beat The Storm Because We’re 
Jersey Strong”

This soon to be rebuilt house, which is located on the corner of Augusta & Rosewell 
Streets will be the future home of the Kenny family.  

1 year ago-The Kenny home on the corner of Augusta & Rosewell Streets is pictured 
following the wrath of Hurricane Sandy on October 29, 2012.  (Photo by Tom Burkard)  

Pictured are Colleen Kenny (top left) with daughters Denise, Kimmy and Laura.  Their 
home was destroyed by Suprerstorm Sandy and was later demolished to clear the lot.  
The new home will be built in accordance with Zone “A” regulations and federal standards 
which specify that the new structure be 12 feet off the ground to the first floor.  It is easy 
to see by the smiles on their faces that they can’t wait for their home to be completed, 
as they are anxious to return to a normal life.  It is our hope that along with the Kennys, 
other families will be able to rebuild their homes and their lives.  May God bless them in 
their endeavors!  (Photo/story by Joe Lotkowictz) 
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Music Trivia
Sweet

By Tom Burkard

1.__Sweet Home Alabama a. The Commodores
2.__Sweet Little Sixteen b. Brenda Lee
3.__Sweet Love c. Tommy Roe
4.__Sweet Mary d. Carole King
5.__Sweet Nothin’s e. Lynyrd Skynyrd
6.__Sweet Old Fashioned Girl f. Arthur Conley
7.__Sweet Pea g. The Chiffons
8.__Sweet Seasons h. Teresa Brewer
9.__Sweet Soul Music i. Chuck Berry
10._Sweet Talkin’ Guy j. Wadsworth Mansion

Answers
1e 2i 3a 4j 5b 6h 7c 8d 9f 10g.

The Happenings recently performed in the area.  The talented group’s biggest hits were 
“See You In September” in 1966, and “I Got Rhythm” in 1967, with both hitting #3 on the 
Billboard charts.  Sayreville resident Emerson Jones, owner of Basement Audio Productions, 
provided the sound for The Happenings at their local gig.  Pictured (l-r) George Rizzi, 
Emerson Jones, Bob Miranda, and Bob Kulik.  (Photo by Amy Jones)

In the 1985 St. Mary’s HS yearbook, talented musicians Jackie Elkins (l) and Brian Nash 
(r) were featured with the following comments:  “Jackie Elkins is lead guitarist and back-up 
vocalist for “New Feelin,” which is basically a party band.  They play Rock, Top 40, and 
Slow Rock, and have a repertoire of over 30 hits, including 5 songs written by Jackie.” 
“Brian Nash has been playing the guitar for 9 years and the bass for 5.  Since 1979, he 
has been gaining experience playing live in a variety of different bands.  His band ONYX, 
has been together for under a year, but already recorded an E.P., and has an album in the 
planning.  He is a veteran of the local airwaves and the St. Mary’s Hootenanny, and really 
enjoys playing in the recording studio.”  

Rumbles From The Rock ‘N’ Roll 
Reunion

By Clem Skarzynski

#1 Pop Hits-Oct. 19
2004-Goodies-Ciara with Petey Pablo
1993-Dreamlover-Mariah Carey
1989-Miss You Much-Janet Jackson
1977-You Light Up My Life-Debby 
Boone
1962-Sherry-The 4 Seasons

#1 Country Hits-
Oct. 19

2001-Where I Come From-Alan Jackson
1998-Where The Green Grass Grows-Tim 
McGraw
1981-Step By Step-Eddie Rabbitt
1972-Funny Face-Donna Fargo
1969-Since I Met You Baby-Sonny James

BOBBY VALLI 
COMING BACK TO 

ST. STANS 
St. Stanislaus Kostka Rosary Altar So-

ciety presents on Saturday evening October 
26, 2013. Back by Popular Demand  Bobby 
Valli.  Brother of the famous Frankie Valli and 
the Four Seasons “Relive the Jersey Boys”

Tickets include a Roast Beef Dinner with 
all the fixings and music featuring Bobby 
Valli.   Bobby sings many songs made famous 
by his brother Frankie Valli and the Four 
Seasons, along with songs he has performed 
with various other groups. 

Tickets can be purchased at $25.00 per 
person (Adults only).  CASH BAR.    The 
event will take place at St Stan’s School 
Gym, 225 MacArthur Ave, Sayreville.  Doors 
open at 6:00pm.  You will be in for a very 
enjoyable evening of dining, dancing and 
fun with old friends and new friends.  Group 
tables are available.  Call early to reserve a 
table for you and your friends.  Call Yvonne 
at 732-257-4634, Connie at 732-651-6391 or 
the Church office at 732-254-0212.

Kindly make checks out to St Stans 
Church.  Proceeds to benefit St Stan’s 100th 
Anniversary Celebration.  

This will be a sold out event !  Come 
out and relax and have some fun!  

Torres Had A Rough September

You Tube-In
By Tom Burkard

 Hey rock ‘n’ rollers!  Well, once again, 
Mr. Jerry Ust, Director of Sayreville Dept. 
of Recreation, and his staff put together a 
fantastic weekend here at Kennedy Park in 
Sayreville this past Sept. 14th & 15th.  On 
Sat. the 14th, the 5th Annual “Blast From The 
Past” Car Show/Concert was a huge success, 
drawing in over 350 customs, classics and 
hot rods, again thru the efforts of D.J. Richie 
Hart, and the “Just Us Cruisers” Car Club 
along with all the participants from various 
clubs and organizations.  South Amboy’s 
premier “acoustic act,” Mr. Danny Toye, 
opened the show, followed by Sayreville’s 
top “pop & classic” rock band, FOG, fol-
lowed by Central Jersey’s “Classic Rockers” 
The Rockdaddys.”  The show keeps getting 
better and bigger every year!  The following 
Sunday, the 15th, saw Boro residents gather 
for the annual “Sayreville Day,” with a vast 
array of entertainment, food, vendors, and 
just meeting your neighbors and friends.  A 
huge congratulations to Patti Fausto, and 
her staff, for a tremendous group effort to 
produce such a great day.  Kevlyn, Linda, 

Stella, Madeline, Bernie, Bruce, and Eddie, 
you guys did an awesome job!  My special 
thanks go out to Elyse Barone for such an 
outstanding job “managing the stage” and all 
the acts that performed.  Elyse, I learned a lot 
watching you work, thanks.  The entertain-
ment schedule was diverse with acts ranging 
from The Main St. Theatre, Patsy Palma & 
Family, A Step In Time Dance Troupe, a 
great demonstration from Black Belt Karate, 
with a great mix of the oldies by “Sidewalk 
Serenade,” South Amboy’s acoustic act, Mr. 
Jerry Smith, with Sayreville’s Rockdaddys 
closing the day’s activities with an hour long, 
“power set” of classic rock.  So, thanks go 
out to all, including Mayor Kennedy O’Brien 
and his Council for their help in putting the 
event together.  Also, I can’t forget the 2 days 
of outstanding sound reinforcement from 
Emmie and Amy Jones from Basement Audio 
Productions, who provided excellent sound 
quality for all the acts.  As always, thanks go 
out to Mr. Jerry Mokar for coming out and 
“jamming” with us, The Rockdaddys too!  
Till next month, Rock On…

Great Duets-Just came across Brian 
Wilson & Paul McCartney performing “God 
Only Knows,” and also Wilson and Elton 
John combining on “Wouldn’t It Be Nice” 
in 2001.  These are both interesting to view 
and listen to.

1950’s greats Gene Vincent & Eddie 
Cochran teamed up for an hour live perfor-
mance in 1959, and you can find it by going 
to “Legends In Concert.”

1960’s-Everyone remembers “Hang On 
Sloopy,” a #1 hit in 1965 for The McCoys, 
but did you ever hear the original version 
titled, “My Girl Sloopy” which was sung by 
The Vibrations in ’64, and peaked at #26?  
Check it out!

How about Barry McGuire’s #1 hit in 
’65, “Eve Of Destruction?”  Well, it was a 
great message song about things that were 
going on in the world back then, and a group 
called The Spokesmen came back with an 
“answer” song to “Destruction” with a song 
called “Dawn Of Correction,” which rose 
to #36…”For What It’s Worth,” shot to #7 
in ’67 for the All-Star rock band, Buffalo 
Springfield.  Members who went on to fame 
and fortune included Stephen Stills, Neil 
Young, Bruce Palmer, Dewey Martin, Jim 
Messina…

A cool instrumental, “Wheels” by The 

String-A-Longs made it all the way to #3 
in 1961.

60’s Slow Dancin’ Stuff-How about 
“Sitting In The Park” by Billy Stewart 
that topped out at #24 in ’65, or Billy’s “I 
Do Love You” also in ’65 that peaked at 
#26…Don’t Let The Sun Catch You Crying 
by Gerry & The Pacemakers went to #4 in 
1964…Smokey Robinson & The Miracles 
“Ooh Baby Baby” went to #16 in ’65.

1970’s-“Come And Get Your Love” by 
Redbone reached #5 in ’74…”Suavecito” 
is an excellent summer of ‘72 hit by Malo, 
peaking at #18.  Jorge Santana was Malo’s 
guitar player, and is the brother of the great 
Carlos Santana…”Ain’t No Sunshine” by 
Bill Withers topped out at #3 in 1971…

Country-“Send An Angel” by Becky 
Kelly, and “Strawberry Wine” by Deana 
Carter both deserve a listen.  These girls have 
talent.  “Lots Of Leavin’ To Do by Dierks 
Bentley is a great song too.

Jersey Talent-Leonard Cohen’s “Hal-
leluyah” sung by Madeline Smith, who 
is from the Somerset section of Franklin, 
was recorded in 2010, and sounds really 
super…Check out Ocean Ave. by Christine 
Martucci.  It’s a pretty cool tune released 
in 2011… 

Bon Jovi’s amazing drummer Tico Tor-
res had two health emergencies during the 
month of September.  Early in the month, 
when the band was preparing to play a 
concert at Mexico City, Mexico, he was 
stricken with appendicitis, and required 
emergency surgery.  Less than two weeks 
later while on the mend, he had bad stomach 
pains and was taken to the hospital for gall 

bladder surgery.
The popular Tico, who is known for 

his powerful clubbing on the drums, was 
replaced by Rich Scannella at the Rock In 
Rio concert September 20th.  There was no 
information released as to when Tico will 
be back in shape and ready to return with 
Bon Jovi.

Flashback
Oct. 8, 1960-A dance under the joint 

sponsorship of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
Sodality and Holy Name Society, was held 
at the Sacred Heart Auditorium.  Music was 
provided by Johnnie Stavin and his Radio 
Orchestra.

Engelbert Humberdink recently performed for 
his adoring fans at the Count Basie Theatre 
in Red Bank. Singing many of his signature 
songs including, “After The Lovin”, “Last 
Waltz”, and Please Release Me.”  (Photo 
by Brian Stratton)
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School Sports
(As of Oct. 11)

By Tom Burkard

Joshua Thomas Trapp, standout goalie for Piscataway Tech, blocks another shot by an 
opponent in a recent game.

South Amboy’s “Goal-Den” Man
(Photo/info submitted by Joe Lotkowictz)

Seventeen year old Joshua Thomas 
Trapp of South Amboy, who is a junior at 
Piscataway Vo-Tech has been the starting 
goal keeper with the Raiders for the past two 
years.  In 2012, he finished 8th in the state 
for saves.  His shutouts put him in 2nd place 

for the all-time school record.  On Sept. 30, 
2013, while playing against South Amboy 
HS, Joshua held them scoreless for a 1-0 
double overtime victory.  

Joshua is the son of Anne Marie Krygier 
Trapp.  

The Cardinal McCarrick Lady Eagle Soccer Team pose with the Mayor’s Cup trophy after 
their victory over the South Amboy HS Lady Governors.  (Photo by Brian Stratton) 

Football
Sayreville (2-2) The Bombers are off 

to a rough start, plagued by injuries to key 
players, but there is still enough time for 
the 3-time defending champions to turn the 
season around.  Coach Najjar is getting fine 
offensive play from Myles Hartsfield, Malik 
Pressley, Deion Miller, Daniel Rodriguez, 
Linwood Crump.

Cardinal McCarrick/St. Mary’s (0-4) 
The Eagles had a small roster of 18 players 
to begin the season with and then were hit 
with injuries, bringing the list down to only 
13, and had to forfeit a game.  Rookie Coach 
Mario Alejandro counts on quarterback 
Armand Arnaldy to provide most of the 
offensive spark.

Girls Soccer
Cardinal McCarrick/St. Mary’s (6-3) 

Megan Kosa leads the scoring brigade and 
is one of the county’s big point-producers.  
Madison McNally can also light up the score-
board.  Other contributors include Nicole 
Rogan, Tori Panick, Glenys Biloholowski, 
and Kaiser Ciara, while Jackie Riley excels 
as the goalkeeper.

Sayreville (4-7) The talented Bombers 
have many contributors this year includ-
ing Morgan Guenther, Sarah Rubio, Kim 
Stratton, Megan Luzetsky, Sandra Mercado, 
Emma Denby, Paula Marques, Victoria 
Monte, Nicole Raub, Andrea Payne, and  
top-notch goalie Kelly Raub.

South Amboy (0-11) Stephanie Gay is 
playing great soccer for the Lady Guvs.

Boys Soccer
South Amboy (6-4) Coach Tony Gon-

salves appears to have a talented soccer club 
this season that gets offensive pop from Jack 
O’Connor, Marvin DeAusen, Gustavo Pena, 
Tyler Sullivan, Justin Rios, Riley Rone.

Sayreville (5-8-1) The Bombers get 
some scoring out of Matt Lasko, Nick 
Martinez, Fernando Maldonado, Steven 
Ebaid, Lucas Pereira, Trevor Pucciarello, 
while Conor Drabik looks good at the goalie 
position. 

Cardinal McCarrick/St. Mary’s (0-7) 
Daniel Abril has been connecting with goals 
for the Eagles.

Girls Tennis
South Amboy (7-6) The Lady Guvs 

get great production from singles players 
Catherine Kosakowska; Jennell Webber; 
Joanna Joks, and doubles players, Geraldine 
Louis-Kathleen Schnell; Mary Whiteley-
Lotasha Fullerton.

Cardinal McCarrick/St. Mary’s (6-5) 
Top singles performers for the Lady Eagles 
are Lyra Saranglao, and Caitlin Norek, while 
the doubles teams of Doraliza Urena-Anna 
Marie Leon; Angelina Powers-Joyce Loda 
look good for the Blue & Gold.

Sayreville (4-7)
Field Hockey
Sayreville (4-6) Erin Fitzsimmons, 

Kathryn DeLucia, Amber Edwards, Court-
ney Reick, Melanie Lopez, and Haley To-
maszewski are the offensive stalwarts for 
the Blue & Gray.

Sayreville Girls 
Soccer

Forefits Five
An ineligibility issue has forced Sayre-

ville to forfeit 5 games.  Sayreville had com-
piled a fine record this season, and stood at 
5-2-1 prior to the eligibility issue, and was 
in 2nd place in the White Division standings 
behind Bishop Ahr, but now is in 4th place 
out of 7 teams in the division.

McCarrick Sweeps 
South Amboy

Cardinal McCarrick/St. Mary’s girls’ 
soccer squad easily downed South Amboy, 
9-0 to sweep the City Series.  Supplying 
plenty of offense for the Lady Eagles was 
Nicole Rogan who blasted in 3 goals and had 
2 assists, Madison McNally 3 goals and 2 
assists, Megan Kosa 2 goals, 2 assists, Tori 
Panick 1 goal, 1 assist, and Glenys Bilohol-
owski 1 assist.

Guvs Blast Eagles
South Amboy’s Governors belted Car-

dinal McCarrick/St. Mary’s boys’ soccer 
club, 9-2.  Jack O’Connor led the Purple & 
Gold with 3 goals, while Justin Rios scored 
a goal and notched 2 assists.  Daniel Abril 
scored both goals for the Eagles. 

College Notebook
William Paterson University senior 

Fallon Conry has had a fine season playing 
doubles for the women’s tennis team.  She is 
a Sayreville War Memorial HS graduate…
Bloomfield College junior Sarah Barnes 
(Sayreville) has provided some offensive 
punch to the women’s soccer team…

The South Amboy High School Governors boys Soccer Team captured the Mayor’s Cup 
with their victory over cross town rivals the Cardinal McCarrick Eagles.  (Photo by Brian 
Stratton)
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The Local Sports Memory Machine
By Tom Burkard

From The Sports Archives

“Old Timers Day”-The South Amboy Sabres Pop Warner Football team held this reunion 
in the late 1960’s.  Players and coaches from the early teams got together for this classic 
photo.  Standing (l-r) Mr. Smith, Mr. Kelly, Norman Kilcommons, Leo Dohan, Fred Poli, Al 
Gomolka, Pete Huryk, Tom Kelly, Ray Leonard, George Beck, Fran Chonsky, Robert Wren, 
Pat McDonough, Mike Powers, Bob Coakley, Bill Garcia, Founder/Head Coach Russ Hahn, 
John Kenny, Steve Flanagan, Bob Eppinger.  Kneeling (l-r) Gary Mauro, Tom Downs, Bob Toye, 
Rich Tanchyk, Mark Norek, Dennis Nardone, Nick Charmello, Ray Downs, Neil O’Connor, 
Bruce Buckiewicz, Glenn Sieber, ?.  (Photo by Jim Tedesco) 

Glory Days 
In Local 
Sports

1951-F leming ton 
downed Sayreville, 20-12 
in football despite touch-
down passes of 8 yards and 
20 yards from Bob Rhatican 
to Walt Kurczeski.  1961-
St. Mary’s topped Matawan, 4-2 on 
a brilliant 2-hitter, 9 strikeout performance 
by Joe Pohl.  Pat Marotta belted a single and 
triple.  1978-In CJ Group I soccer action, 
Hoffman defeated Perth Amboy Tech, 4-1.  
Bill Lewis scored a huge, go-ahead goal in 
the 4th quarter to break a 1-1 tie, and also 
notched 2 assists.  Tom Mulligan, John Ziola, 
and Marty Veilleux contributed a goal apiece.  
1988-St. Mary’s shutout the Governors, 2-0 
in soccer.  Rob Clayton scored a goal on an 
assist by Brian Bohinski, and Scott Hurley 
also scored with an assist from Steve Sharp.  
Goalie Walter Schroll stopped 20 Purple & 
Gold shots for a brilliant shutout. 

 1997-The Bombers stopped South 
Brunswick, 27-21 in football action.  John 
Nuber ran an 87-yd. kickoff return for a TD, 
and also added a 3-yd. TD run.  Quarterback 
Charles Bowden ran 1 and 4 yard touch-
downs, while John Bell booted 2 extra points. 
2000-South Amboy girls cross country squad 
breezed by Highland Park, 15-50.  Christy 
Fay won the race and was followed by 2nd 
place-Stephanie Kasics, and 3rd place-Alison 
Lampart.  2002-Cardinal McCarrick girls’ 
soccer club downed St. Peter’s, 5-0.  Jayme 
Sprague led the way with 2 goals and an 
assist, while Alicia Dombrowski chipped in 
with a goal and assist.  Karen Guszkowski 
registered the 2-save shutout.

T.H.E. 
Game

Sport-Girls Soft-
ball
Year-1977
Teams-St. Mary’s vs. Hoffman in City 
Series action.
Recap-Kathy Redling turned in the greatest 
offensive performance in St. Mary’s/Cardi-
nal McCarrick softball history, by going a 
perfect 5-for-5 with 3 home runs, 2 doubles, 
and 11 RBI to lead the Blue & Gold to 
an easy 19-5 victory over the Hoffman 
contingent.
Player-of-the-Game-Kathy Redling, St. 
Mary’s.

Champions
1938-75 years ago, De Santis A.A. cap-

tured the championship of the South Amboy 
WPA Baseball League by defeating Sacred 
Hearts.  Joe DeMarco was the manager, and 
John Kelly-coach.  The players were: Henry 
Conroy, Frank Conroy, Garry Jankowski, 
Capt. Jimmy Hyson, Bud Fleming, John 
Potthoff, Norman Morgan, Milt Newmark, 
Frank Morgan, Ed Jankowski, Bill Post, 
John Yeager.  Mascots were Francis and 
Bobby Seaman.

1968-The South Saints, a team com-
prised of Hoffman and St. Mary’s baseball 
players from 17-19 years old competed in 
the 1st Annual Sayreville Jaycees Open 
Baseball Tournament.  The team organized 
and managed by Joe Jaskowiak, defeated tal-
ented clubs from Carteret and Perth Amboy 
to capture the championship.  In addition to 
player/manager Jaskowiak, the roster was 
loaded with talent including Fred Henry, 
Joe Noble, Dennis Nardone, Ken Blaha, 
Bill Farrell, Jack O’Connor, John Clark, Joe 
Donnelly, Don Szatkowski, Larry Kurzawa, 
Danny Hansell, Ray Leonard, Tony Ruszala, 
Tom Burkard, Jack Bloodgood, Jack Phil-
lips, Tom Downs.

1988-The Sayreville Bandits captured 
the Hazlet Columbus Day Soccer Tourna-
ment by sweeping 4 games.  The squad was 
coached by Frank Kitchen, Tom Elia, and 
Kenny Blekeski.  The players were: Rob-
ert Elia, Lester Poulsen, Kenny Blekeski, 
Mickey Shah, Leo McCabe, John Kitchen, 
Joe McCarthy, Mike MacDonald, James 
Bello, Andre Adams, Joe Paja, Mike Cava-
lieri, Sal D’Alessio, Larry Hartman.

1988-Captial Ornamental Concrete 
copped 1st place in the Sayreville-South 
Amboy Soccer League with a (5-1-2) record.  
The team was a Division I boys ages 13-16.  
The coaches were Frank Kitchen and Tom 
Elia.  The talented roster consisted of Brian 
Monnier, John Lukie, Charley Moe, John 
Erdek, George Lucas, Frank Kitchen, Marty 
Trumarco, Mike Adasczik, Paul Hynes, Joe 
Elia, Michael Glassner, Jay Kelly.

1988-The Sayreville Hot Shots girls 
All-Star soccer team ages 8-9, won the 11th 
annual Jackson Invitational Tournament.  
The team consisted of girls from South 
Amboy and Sayreville who played in the 
Sayreville Soccer League.  Tom Vazquez 
and Ralph Eisman were the coaches.  The 
players included: Jessica Painchaud, Brianne 
Vazquez, Amber Poplowski, Jessica Vass, 
Shannon Farinick, Kim Ancito, Candice 
Genua, Sandra Villanti, Melissa Saul, Dina 
Brember, Alychia Dragon, Laura Ken-
nedy, Elizabeth Gulick, Jodi Vitale, April 
Wagner.

1965-The tri-captains for the South Amboy 
Sabres Pop Warner football team were (l-r) 
Neil O’Connor, Bruce Buckiewicz, and Ray 
Downs.  (Photo by Jim Tedesco)

55 Years Ago…
May 9, 1958-Hoffman High’s ace 

pitcher Dave Inman fired a brilliant no-hitter 
and struck out 14, as the Governors annihi-
lated Atlantic Highlands, 12-0.  Shortstop 
Tom Wojciechowski made two very difficult 
plays that saved the memorable no-hitter 
for Inman.

85 Years Ago…
1928-St. Mary’s powerhouse boys’ 

basketball team blasted Jamesburg, 102-22 
for its 15th straight win.  Johnny Grimes 
and Stan “Sweets” Jankowski poured in 26 
points apiece to lead the way.  Lou Lagoda 
scored 18, John Zdanewicz 14, Gelsinon 8, 
Ed Carroll 8, Hrankowski 6, Pohl , Walling 
2, Joe McGonigle 0.

Did You Know?
The 1978 Hoffman boys soccer club, 

under Coach Tony Gonsalves was the best 
in history with a record of 17-5, and was 
ranked #5 in The Home News Tribune.  The 
Guvs were also the only soccer team in the 
area to feature 3 sets of brothers: Mark & 
Frank Wahler; Tom & John Mulligan; John 
& Roy Dragotta.

South Amboy Councilman Michael “Mickey” Gross (l) is in the Dunk Tank, as Mayor Fred 
Henry is pictured (r).  (Photo by Tom Burkard)
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Pasta Night Fundraiser/
Open Mic At SA K of C

The family of Kyrillos Gendy, the youngster who was killed by a hit-and-run driver, attended 
the Pasta Night Fundraiser/Open Mic sponsored by South Amboy Columbiettes #426 on 
Sept. 27.  (Photo by Tom Burkard)

The Sacred Heart School music group, under the guidance of teacher Roger Johnson and 
his wife Marlene Johnson gave a fine performance at the event.  (Photo by Amy Jones)

The South Amboy Columbiettes #426 are pictured at their highly-successful Pasta Night 
Fundraiser which was held at the South Amboy Knights of Columbus #426 Council Hall.  
(Photo by Amy Jones)

Halloween Safety Tips for Families
Mike Tonzola, Associate Executive Director, South Amboy YMCA

From the candy to the costumes, Hal-
loween is a fun-filled time for kids and 
parents alike. But it can pose dangers to 
young revelers. To help make this year’s 
festivity a trick-free treat, follow these 
simple safety tips:

Adorning Your Little Ghouls
Choose a light-colored costume or add 

glow-in-the-dark tape to the front and back 
of the costume so your kids can be easily 
seen.

Don’t buy a costume unless it’s labeled 
“flame-retardant.” This means the material 
won’t burn.

Don’t let your children wear masks 
— they can make it difficult for kids to see 
and breathe. Instead, use nontoxic face paint 
or makeup. Have younger children draw 
pictures of what they want to look like. 
Older kids will have fun putting the makeup 
on themselves.

Put a name tag — with your phone 
number — on your children’s costumes.

Trouble-Free Trick-or-Treating
Accompany young children (under age 

10) on their rounds. But make sure they know 
their home phone number, the cell phone 
numbers of parents and any other trusted 
adult who’s supervising, and how to call 
911 in case they get lost.

For older kids who are trick-or-treating 

on their own, make sure you approve of the 
route they’ll be taking and know when they’ll 
be coming home. Also be sure that they: carry 
a cell phone if possible, go in a group and 
stay together, only go to houses with porch 
lights on and walk on sidewalks on lit streets 
(never walk through alleys or across lawns), 
know to never go into strangers’ homes or 
cars, cross the street at crosswalks and never 
assume that vehicles will stop.

Limit trick-or-treating to your neighbor-
hood and the homes of people you and your 
children know.

Make sure trick-or-treaters will be safe 
when visiting your home, too. Remove lawn 
decorations, sprinklers, toys, bicycles, wet 
leaves, or anything that might obstruct your 
walkway. Provide a well-lit outside entrance 
to your home. Keep family pets away from 
trick-or-treaters, even if they seem harm-
less to you.

Take these quick and easy precautions 
to help your little ghosts and goblins have a 
hauntingly happy and safe Halloween!  And 
of course, everyone is welcome to join us 
at the South Amboy YMCA on Saturday, 
October 26 from 1-3pm for a Halloween 
Party featuring a DJ, costume parade, danc-
ing and games!  Register now by calling 
732-553-9622.
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WWW.?

This looks like another easy one for our very observant and loyal SA Times readers.  Send 
your answer to: satimes@aol.com. Good luck!

Sept. Winners
The correct answer for our Mystery 

Photo contest is The Morgan Hose & Chemi-
cal Co. No. 1, or Morgan Firehouse.  One 
reader incorrectly thought it was the Madison 
Park Firehouse on Cheesequake Rd.  The 
winners correctly identifying the structure 
were: Marian Mills, Estelle Pluskota, Steve 
Steinmacher, Pat & Bill Scully, Mary Bar-
tlinski Griswold & Ann Rita Bartlinski, 
Jack Piskorski, Joan Fulham, Nancy Berry, 
W. Tom Kross, Lynn Loy, Walter Starzec 
Jr., Glenn Fallon, Matt Hazard, Joe Prusik.   
Congratulations to all! 

Historical Perspective Of
Albern’s Seafood, South Amboy Liquors

By Ron Kukulski

Sayreville 
Morgan Panthers 

Photo
Last month’s photo of the first Morgan 

Panthers Pop Warner football team was 
taken in 1962.  Team member Buddy Seibert 
dropped us a note saying, “Dennis Ryan is 
#2, and John Salgae is #12 in the photo.  This 
was our first organized year in Pop Warner.  
Ask Danny J. DiPoalo about the year before 
when we were supposed to be the Keyport 
Blackbirds.  We played with only shoulder 
pads and helmets, jeans and sneakers.”

Albern’s Seafood was owned and oper-
ated by Al Sorrentino and Bernie Newmark, 
thus Albern’s.  Every Wednesday or Thurs-
day morning at 5 a.m.  (I’m not quite sure 
which day), they would drive their truck to 
New York City to purchase their fresh fish 
on Fulton St.  They sold the majority of 
their fish uncooked, but they did a thriving 
take-out business as well.

South Amboy Liquors was formerly 
operated by Joe Prybula, but when he passed 
away, his wife and daughter closed the store.  
They left the liquors and wines on the shelves 
where the spirits remained for several years, 
while they attempted to sell the store and 
accompanying inventory.

I saw a “for sale” ad in the Perth Amboy 
Evening News one day, and discussed it with 
my uncle, Jas Lagoda.  That led to serious 
negotiations with the Prybula family, from 
whom Jas and Ron eventually purchased 
the entire business including the inventory.  
They immediately hired Kenny Rogers to 
rehab the building, first floor first.  Actually 
the second floor portion of the building was 
condemned following the explosion.  When 

it came time to have the sign installed, it 
was Kenny who suggested adding the motto 
“Are Your Spirits Low” which is located just 
above South Amboy Liquors on the sign.  It 
was a phrase he noticed when he was play-
ing minor league ball, and the motto worked 
nicely for South Amboy Liquors.

When Ron and Jas eventually got to 
the basement, they discovered what they 
thought were boxes and boxes of bad wine.  
The boxes and bottles were very dusty, and 
many had varying degrees of sediment on the 
bottom.  So, they sold that wine to anyone 
who would but it at rock bottom pricing.  
They later found out that Joe Prybula was 
in fact a wine connoisseur and the bottles 
they sold were likely worth many times the 
“sale” price.

But in the end, after two very success-
ful years, Jas and Ron sold the business and 
moved on to other ventures.

Editor’s Note: Ron Kukulski currently 
resides in PGA Village, Port St. Lucie, FL, 
where he and his wife enjoy playing four 
golf courses owned and operated by the 
PGA of America.

“ Wi t h  O u r 
Gratitude”

The “An-
gel On Your 
S h o u l d e r ” 
walk/run, in 
memory of our 
daughter Rene Lajew-
ski, was held on Sept. 14 at Kennedy 
Park in Sayreville.  Over 250 people were in 
attendance to support this event.  A tree was 
donated and planted by the Sayreville Shade 
Tree Commission, and a memorial stone was 
donated by Mr. Jim Gillette.  Following the 
walk/run, the tree and memorial stone were 
dedicated to the Sayreville Association of 
Brain Injured Children (BIC).

The Lajewski family would like to thank 
all who participated, volunteered or contrib-
uted in any way in making this walk/run such 
a great success.  The proceeds of the walk/run 
were presented to the BIC on Oct. 15 at the 
Sayreville Boro Coucil meeting.  

God bless you, and may “our angel” 
Rene remain on your shoulders as you walk/
run the path of life.  As a reminder, the BIC 
is still accepting donations in Rene’s name.  
You may send your contribution to: BIC, 
251 Jernee Mill Rd., Sayreville, NJ 08872.  
(Include on the memo line “Angel On Your 
Shoulder)

Again, Thank You,
Bernadine and Raymond Lajewski

Billy & Johnny 
Identified

Back in August, we ran a “Flashback: 
1965” story mentioning Billy & Johnny on 
Guitar at the Gay 90’s in South Amboy.  Well, 
John called us from Florida and told us that 
the duet was John Kwitkowski, formerly 
of Morgan, and Billy Danskin, formerly 
of South Amboy.  John has been living in 
Brandon, Florida since 1975.  He said that, 
“We played country music and Elvis Presley 
rock ‘n’ roll, and the sing-alongs were really 
popular at the Gay 90’s.  We played there 
for 6-8 months, every weekend.

In the early 1970’s Billy said that they 
played at the Club Bene Dinner Theater in 
Morgan, with a drummer, and changed the 
group’s name to The Country Three.  He 
also mentioned that he spent some time in 
Nashville, Tennessee, and “personally” met 
the legendary George Jones.

Joseph T. “Joe” Burkard
Age 78

Formerly of South Amboy
Joseph T. “Joe” Burkard, 78, died 

peacefully on Sept. 23.  He was born and 
raised in South Amboy, and lived a happy 
and full life. Through the years, he also 
resided in Florida, Virginia, and South 
Carolina. Joe was a retired Plumber and 
Pipefitter for Local #9. 

As a young man, Joe 
excelled in academics at 
St. Mary’s HS, and was 
also very successful at 
many activities in which 
he participated.  He was 
dedicated to the outdoors, 
and much of his free time 
was spent hunting, fishing 
and trapping.  Joe was 
also the centerfielder and 
lead-off hitter for the St. 
Mary’s Eagles talented 
baseball team in 1952, his 
senior year.  He was also a 
fine swimmer and diver, not to mention a 
dead-eyed archer, who rarely missed his 
target.  Joe was also musically inclined 
and was a good organ player.

Joe married Elaine Nemeth on June 
20, 1959, and they continued to live in 
South Amboy. Their happy marriage 
produced two wonderful sons, Brian and 
Craig Burkard, who were taught well by 
their dad in all phases of life, and outdoor 
activities, as they also became excellent 
archers, and grew into fine men.

In the 1970’s Joe and Elaine ven-
tured into the business world, building 
from scratch the popular Holiday Haven 

Campgrounds in Estell Manor, NJ, not far 
from Atlantic City.  It was a major project 
for the family, but through hard work 
and dedication, they succeeded in mak-
ing Holiday Haven a very popular resort 
that was patronized by many locals, who 

wanted to get away for the 
weekend or take a vaca-
tion. The campgrounds 
was eventually sold, and 
another highly-successful 
chapter in the life of Joe 
Burkard was completed.

After he retired from 
the Local #9 Plumbers & 
Pipefitters, they moved, 
and kept active by play-
ing tennis and golf on a 
regular basis.

Joe was predeceased 
by a son Craig Burkard, 
and also his mother and 

father, Victoria and Frank Burkard, 2 
brothers Frank and John, a sister Madeline 
Burkard Bowerman.  Joe is survived by 
his loving wife Elaine Nemeth Burkard; 
son Brian Burkard and his wife Lynn; 
daughter-in-law, Lisa Killeen and husband 
Tom; 6 grandchildren, Megan, Brian C., 
Amy, Caitlin and Paige Burkard and Shane 
Killeen, and a great grandchild, Brooke 
Dillon, and many nieces and nephews.  
Joe is also survived by 3 sisters, Anna 
Burkard Sprague, and Estelle Burkard 
Pluskota, both of South Amboy, Marie 
Burkard Shingola of Perth Amboy, and a 
brother Thomas “Tom” Burkard of South 
Amboy. 

Tom said that, “I’ll always remeber 
Joe as a great brother, and brilliant man, 
who could accomplish just about anything 
he wanted to.  Even more importantly, 
he was a perfect family man, totally 
dedicated to the love of his life, Elaine, 
their sons Brian and Craig, as well as their 
grandchildren and great grandchild.  I 
will always remember his great smile and 
words of inspiration when I needed them.  
I’m honored to be  Joe Burkard’s brother, 
and proud of him for all he’s accomplished 
during his lifetime.”  God Bless you, Joe.  
We love you and will miss you!  
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Walk-A-Thon Raises $12K for Raritan 
Bay Catholic Preparatory School

Raritan Bay Catholic Preparatory 
School held its first public event celebrat-
ing the uniting of Cardinal McCarrick/ St. 
Mary’s High School and Sacred Heart El-
ementary School into a single educational 
community.  On Friday, September 20th, 
nearly 500 students, faculty and staff were 
led by the President of the new institution, 
Dr. Karen Juliano as they made their way 
along the mile long route from their campus 
to Raritan Bay Waterfront Park.  

Principal, Joseph Conry of Cardinal 
McCarrick/ St. Mary’s High School and 
Sister Marie Conolly, Principal of Sacred 
Heart School also joined the ribbon of white 
shirts as they made their way to the park on 
a glorious end of summer day. .  Upon ar-
rival, the walkers were greeted with music 
provided by student DJ, Scott Kwiatek as 
well as a myriad of games and contests for all 
levels.  Hotdogs and snacks were consumed 
in large quantities before heading back to the 

campus at the end of the day.
The fund raiser beat everyone expecta-

tions by raising nearly $12,000 in sponsor-
ships and donations. 

This inaugural walk-a-thon was a com-
plete success and the entire community of 
Raritan Bay Catholic Preparatory School is 
looking forward to the 2nd Annual Walk-A-
Thon in 2014. 

PRAYER TO THE BLESSED VIRGIN
(Never known to fail)  Oh, most beautiful flower of 

Mt. Carmel, Fruitful vine, splendor of Heaven, blessed 
Mother of the Son of God, Immaculate Virgin, assist 
me in my necessity.  Oh Star of the Sea, help me 
and show me, herein  you are my mother.  Oh, Holy 
Mary, Mother of God, Queen of Heaven and Earth!  I 
humbly beseech you from the bottom of my heart to 
succor me in this necessity.  There are none that can 
withstand your power.  Oh, show me herein you are 
my mother.  Oh Mary, conceived without sin, pray for 
us who have recourse to thee (3 times).  Holy Mary, 
I place this cause in your hands (3 times).  Say this 
prayer for 3 consecutive days.  You must publish  it 
and it will be granted to you.  Thank you.  -E.P.

Raritan Bay Catholic Preparatory School held its first public event celebrating the uniting 
of Cardinal McCarrick/St. Mary’s High School and Sacred Heart Elementary School into a 
single educational community.  Nearly 500 students, faculty and staff walked a mile from 
their campus to Raritan Bay Waterfront Park.  The successful event raised nearly $12,000 
in sponsorships and donations.  (Photo/article submitted)
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The Florida Marlins were honored at Marlins Park in August for their 10th Anniversary 
of winning the 2003 World Series Championship.  Pictured (l-r) Manager Jack McKeon, 
Ivan “Pudge” Rodriguez, Juan Pierre, Mike Lowell, and Jeff Conine.  (Photo Credit-Miami 
Marlins, Robert Vignon)

Former Marlins manager Jack McKeon 
thanks the fans for their support during the 
anniversary celebration at Marlins Park in 
Miami.  (Photo Credit-Miami Marlins, Robert 
Vignon)

Jack McKeon stands by the ’03 World Series trophy and bottles of 10th anniversary 
champagne that he presented to the members of the 2003 champions.  (Photo Credit-Miami 
Marlins, Robert Vignon)

Mike Redmond (l) Miami Marlins current manager, shares a laugh with his former Florida 
Marlins manager Jack McKeon (r).  Redmond was a member of the ’03 club.  (Photo Credit-
Miami Marlins, Robert Vignon) 

McKeon’s Marlins Ruled Baseball World 
In 2003
By Tom Burkard

A famous man once said, “Dreams really 
do come true.”  South Amboy native Jack 
McKeon was the person who coined that 
phrase 10 years ago, when he managed the 
Florida Marlins Major League Baseball team 
to the World Series Championship over the 
heavily-favored New York Yankees, in one 
of the biggest upsets in sports history.

On Mother’s Day in May 2003, the Mar-
lins were floundering around, and McKeon, 
then 72-years old, was asked to come out of 
retirement and take the reins to manage this 
young squad.  Jack noticed right away what 
one of the problems was, and told the play-
ers to “check their attitudes at the clubhouse 
door,” and that was just the beginning of an 
amazing run, a miracle season.

Following Jack’s arrival, and under his 
great managing and motivational techniques, 
the Marlins finished 75-49, the best record 
in baseball, and secured a spot in the NL 
playoffs as the Wild Card.  Florida won 
hard-fought playoff series against the Barry 
Bonds led San Francisco Giants, and then 
the Chicago Cubs to advance to the World 
Series against the Yankees. 

In the World Series, the underdog 
Marlins took a 3 games to 2 lead, and Jack 
made an outstanding managerial move by 
pitching his young ace, Josh Beckett on 3 
days rest.  This move was questioned and 
criticized by baseball analysts and experts 
all over the country, but Beckett proved 
McKeon’s gamble was right, and Florida 
topped the Yanks, 2-0 to take the World 
Series Championship.  

At 72 years old, the man who said, “Age 
is just a number”, Jack, became the oldest 
manager to win the World Series, and also 
the oldest manager or coach to lead a team 
in any sport to a major national champion-
ship.  Winning the World Series at Yankee 
Stadium was super-sweet to Jack.  In a recent 
telephone interview by phone with him from 
his home in North Carolina, he said, “10 
years already?  It seems like it was a year 
or two to me.  It was special to me because 
it was at Yankee Stadium, and like being in 
my own backyard, close to my hometown 
of South Amboy, New Jersey.  It was also 
the last World Series game ever played at 
Yankee Stadium.”

McKeon’s long road to winning the 
World Series crown started way back in ’49, 
when he was a rookie catcher for the Green-
ville club, a Pittsburgh Pirates farm team.  In 
1955, he landed his first pro managing job 
with Fayetteville in the Carolina League.  
He continued managing in the minors until 
the Kansas City Royals hired him for their 
Major League Team in 1973.  He also had 
MLB managing stints with Oakland, San 
Diego, and Cincinnati before getting called 
by Florida in ’03.   

The World Series victory was a long 
wait, but most rewarding to Jack McKeon 
and the Marlins franchise.  He recalled 
that, “I remember sitting and watching all 
those years, and seeing the winning teams 
celebrate.  It ran through my mind what it 

would be like to win the World Series.  2003 
was a super season.  It was a dream come 
true.”  As a result of beating the Yankees, 
many wonderful things have happened to 
McKeon.  Just to name a few of the very 
many: He was selected NL Manager of the 
Year; appeared on The David Letterman 
Show; met President Bush at the White 
House with Marlins’ team members; he was 
featured on the cover of Sports Illustrated, 
and much more.  In addition, 3 books have 
been written on Jack McKeon, one by myself, 
“Jack McKeon: Baseball, Cigars, & Saint 
Theresa,” and I was honored to have Jack 
say live on a New York City radio station 
that, “This is the most complete book every 
written about my life.”  There are still a lim-
ited number of books left in mint condition, 
so if you’d like to read more about South 
Amboy’s “Favorite Son,” Jack McKeon,  See 
the ad below for complete details.

Florida had so many big moments dur-
ing the 2003 season, but McKeon said that, 
“My greatest memory of the season was 
when Beckett tagged out Posada for the final 
out in the World Series.  I was sitting in the 
dugout and said, ‘Is this for real?” 

Jack McKeon is the only player in 
baseball history to win over 1,000 games 
in the minor leagues and also over 1,000 in 
the majors.  He has been a special advisor 
to Marlins owner Jeffrey Loria for several 
years, and is also a highly-sought after mo-
tivational speaker.

On August 4th, the Marlins held a pre-
game ceremony at Marlins Park in Miami, 
honoring the team members from the ’03 club 
on its 10th Anniversary.  McKeon addressed 
the crowd, saying “We love you and thanks 
for your support.  Thanks for the memories.”  
He then presented a bottle of vintage 10th 
Anniversary champagne to each of the ‘03 
team members who were present, calling 
them out to home plate, and chatting with 
each of them. 

 Some of the roster members and coaches 
from the 2003 World Series Champions, 
and what they are doing today are: Mike 
Redmond-manager of the Miami Marlins; 
Juan Pierre-playing for the Marlins; Miguel 
Cabrera-plays for Detroit Tigers; Josh Beck-
ett-pitcher for Los Angeles Dodgers; Alex 
Gonzalez-played in 41 games this year for 
Milwaukee; Perry Hill-Marlins first base 
coach; Wayne Rosenthal-pitching coordina-
tor for the Marlins; Jeff Cox-base-running 
consultant for the Detroit Tigers; Doug Da-
vis-Toronto Blue Jays Minor League Field 
Coordinator; Andy Fox-instructor in the 
Boston Red Sox organization; Mike Mor-
decai-roving infield instructor for Toronto 
Blue Jays minor league farm system; Brian 
Banks-is now Dr. Brian Banks, a Pediatric 
Dentist in AZ. 

2003 was an incredible year for Jack 
McKeon and his Florida Marlins.  The local 
towns of South Amboy and Sayreville were 
so proud of him and still are to this day!  
Thanks for the memories, Jack!        
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Young At Heart-A proclamation from Mayor Kennedy O’Brien’s office was presented by 
Jennifer L.  Krushinski from the Office of Aging, to Elisabeth Nejmann of Sayreville as she 
celebrated her 102nd birthday.  Pictured (l-r) is Jennifer L. Krushinski, Joe Soos, President 
of the Sayreville Senior Citizens Club, Elisabeth Nejmann, and her niece Hedy Zervos.  
Elisabeth was born in Vienna, Austria, and along with her family joined the circus, traveling 
throughout Europe.  Her accomplishments included performing high wire acts, trapeze, 
and trick riding on horses.  She came to America in 1955, and became a citizen in 1960.  
We wish her many more years of continued good health, may God Bless her.  (Photo/story 
by Joe Lotkowictz) 

Blessing Of The Animals At
St. Mary Church-Oct. 6

(Photos by Tom Burkard)

Father Dennis extends blessings over the crowd and their pets.

St. Mary’s Pastor Father Dennis Weezorak blesses a dog, as Toni Manion (r) looks on.

Broadway Part 2
North Broadway from David St. To Main St.

1950’s-Early 1970’s
By Fran Fitzmorris

I have discovered in my research that 
there were apparently many more stores/
businesses than I imagined located on North 
Broadway, and it would be impossible to 
name them all.  Keep this in mind as you 
read this story.

We will begin at the corner of David 
St. and Broadway.  North Broadway begins 
with what was once owned by the McGo-
nigle building in the late 19th century and 
for over 100 years has been a bank.  Next 
to the bank was Reiner’s Hardware at 104, 
then the Bottle Stop Tavern, The Brother 
and Sister Shoppe, a shoe repair store, and 
Straub’s Meat Market at 110 N. Broadway.  
I also can picture the corner lot at Augusta 
St. being vacant during much of my youth.  
Is this correct?  Across the street from the 
bank on David St. was a Safeway, Daylight 
Bakery, a small A & P, Albern’s Fish Market, 
Jersey Cleaners and others.  At the corner of 
Augusta and Broadway on the train station 
side through much of the 40’s and early 
50’s was Hoffman’s Drug Store.  It closed 
its doors in 1952 and sold it to the Madura 
family, who have been in business for 61 
years at 115 North Broadway.

Diagonally across the street from Mad-
ura’s was what many would consider to be 
the focal point of downtown was the South 
Amboy Trust Co. building since 1919.  Part 
of the 2nd floor became the library, which I 
did use to take out books.  The head librar-
ian was Sadie Pope Dowdell, for whom the 
current library is named.  Don Read also had 
an insurance office in the building during 
the 60’s.  Next to the Trust Co. was Arky’s 
Drug Store, which moved from Borden-
town Ave. to 116 N. Broadway, and is now 
Delio’s Pizza.  At 122 was the Broadway 
Market, 134-O’Connor’s Confectionary, 
McCloud’s TV, Peterson’s Drug Store at 

132.  It was also referred to as the Rexall 
Store where you could pay your gas bills.  
Kelvinator Refrigerator at 130 N.  After 
Peterson’s came the YMCA, which would 
eventually become the site of the new city 
hall in 1970.  The Presbyterian Church and 
grounds extending to Church St. followed 
the Y, and is still there today.

Back to Broadway and Augusta St. 
across from the Trust Co., at one time or an-
other during the 50’s and 60’s, the following 
stores graced the railroad side of Broadway: 
Allie Clark’s Sportsman’s Inn was located 
on the corner of Broadway & Augusta St., 
where the Landmark is presently located.    
Pizza Pies Is Reilly’s (1957-58); Frank’s 
Radio & Electric store at 121 N. Broadway 
for over 30 years; Enterprise Hook & Lad-
der at 117; Pete Greco’s Barber Shop-135; 
Weber’s Radio store-131, and almost directly 
across the street from Peterson’s was the 
Jersey Central Power & Light Co., where you 
could walk-in and pay your electric bill.  At 
139 was Jim Gillette Excavating Co.  Also 
using 139 as an address during that era was 
Dolly’s Beauty Shop.  Gold Dress Shop; 
Bob’s Department Store, and the Toy Store 
used the 143 North Broadway address.  At 
145 was Morris Credit and Jewelry store.

As we near the end, some of the best 
known in all of the town appeared including 
Melrose Toy Store, which opened in 1947-
48, very close to where the Empire Theatre 
stood.  The South Amboy Building & Loan 
was then located at 149 N. Broadway.  It 
had been in business since 1888!  The iconic 
Miller, Bergen & Welsh lumberyard on First 
St. opened in 1919.  Next to that was Soltis 
Dry Cleaners at 169 N.   Briggs Chevrolet 
was at the corner of North Broadway and 
Main St. 
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Happy 6th Birthday on Oct. 19th to Vinnie Lee of South Amboy, who is pictured during a 
recent visit to the White House at Washington, DC.  (Photo/info submitted)

History Is Just 
History

By Al Gomolka Jr.
Times Poet Laureate

c. 2001
History neither concerns
Nor unconcerns me…
Yet, for the creation of history,
Either the present conditions
Or the future occurences
We must live
And we must die
For history to be history.

Two Big Shows At 
State Theatre

The State Theatre at New Brunswick has 
just added two big upcoming shows to its 
lineup.  On Tues., Dec. 17th at 8 p.m.  The 
Beach Boys Christmas should add to the 
mood of the season, and on Thurs., March 
13th, at 8 p.m., The Oak Ridge Boys Night 
will have country fans up singing and danc-
ing with the legendary performers.  

For tickets or more info, call the State 
Theatre ticket office at 732-246-SHOW 
(7469), or visit online at www.StateThe-
atreNJ.org.

5K Walk/Run
Join us at our 5K Walk/Run on Saturday, 

November 23 (rain or shine) being held at 
the Raritan Bay Waterfront Park in South 
Amboy.  Sign in and race day registration 
begins at 7:30am and the start time is 8:30am.  
The Pre Race Day Registration (through 
November 21) is $25.00.  After November 
21 the entry fee is $30.00.  Tee shirts will 
be provided to registrants while supplies 
last.  This 5K Walk/Run is for all ages.  
You can also enter as a team.  Just indicate 
team name on the entry form.  For more 
information please contact Mike Tonzola 
at 732-316-8205 or e-mail mike.tonzola@
ymcaofmewsa.org.

OLV Senior 
Baltimore/

Annapolis Trip
The OLV Senior Group is sponsoring 

a trip to Baltimore and Annapolis, MD on 
May 13 through May 15, 2014. The price 
of the trip is $390.00. The price includes: 
2 nights lodging, 2 breakfasts, 2 dinners, 
a guided tour of Baltimore Harborplace, a 
tour of Annapolis and the Naval Academy, 
an Annapolis Harbor Cruise, the Babe Ruth 
Museum, the National Aquarium, motor-
coach transportation, bus driver gratuity, and 
taxes and meal gratuities. The bus will leave 
from the lower parking lot of OLV Parish. 
For information or to sign up for the trip, 
please contact Teri at 732-727-7639.

Talk Of The Towns
(Continued from page 2)

In Memoriam
Mary Jane Jones, 69, of Sayreville 

died on Sept. 19.  She was a bus driver for 
Middlesex County, retiring in 2007 after 25 
years.  Stella Sczepanik, 93, of Sayreville 
died on Sept. 19.  She was a charter member, 
and first President of Sayreville VFW Post 
4699 Ladies Auxiliary.  Alfred Meade, 84, 
formerly of South Amboy died on Sept. 21.  
He was a Past President of the Mom & Dads 
Club at Sacred Heart; a founding member of 
the Imperial Music Center in South River; 
a talented drummer for the Imperial Band 
and also Hal Niles Orchestra for many years.  
Richard Ryan, 79, of Morgan died on Oct. 

1.  He worked at Shop Rite in Sayreville 
for over 20 years before retiring, and also 
coached baseball in the Morgan AA for many 
years.  Robert “Bubba” Kovacs, 36, of South 
Amboy died on Oct. 2.  He was one of the 
really good guys, and was always there if 
you needed him.  He was a friend to so many, 
a friend indeed, and will be sadly missed.  
Helen Minnick, 81, of South Amboy died 
on Oct. 9.  She was an executive secretary 
for over 40 years at National Lead Industries 
before retiring.

May their souls rest in peace, and their 
memories of goodness on earth live on 
forever.

The Judge Joseph Hoffman monument at the South Amboy Water Works, which was 
severely damaged during superstorm Sandy, was recently rebuilt with sturdier materials 
by the South Amboy PBA.  The repair work was performed by McKeon Materials, Main St., 
South Amboy.  It looks great again!  (Photo by Tom Burkard, info submitted)
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Fishing Flashes 
By Teo “Weebles” Weber

Salt Water
Fluke season ended on a good note.  

There were a few less keepers, but the ones 
you could keep were good sized.  Some of 
these went over 10 or 11 pounds.  There was 
also a monster “doormat” over 17 pounds 
caught in the Bay at Flynn’s Knoll.  Now 
the emphasis is on Porgies both in the bay 
and ocean. Lots of small short Sea Bass are 
mixed in but there are a few keepers.  Party 
Boat Bluefish trips have been good.  Most 
of the Blues are from 6 to 15 pounds, mostly 
caught on Jigs.  There have been some 
monsters going over 20 pounds!  Among 
these have been seen a great mix, Bonito, 
False Albacore, a few Skipjack along with 
small Dolphin Fish.  Bay surf fishing off of 
our local beaches is slow.  I did see a few 
small Bluefish at Cliffwood Beach but not 
much else.  The Spots and Croakers that 
were around all summer seem to be moving 
out.  Surf fishing at LBI and Island Beach 
is mostly small Blues, Kingfish and a few 
Striped Bass.  The Bass are mostly shorts 
at daybreak on plugs.  Blowfish are still 
being caught in Barnegat Bay, but will be 
moving out.

Fresh Water
Fall Trout stocking has taken place the 

first week of October and has been limited 
because of a disease at the Pequest Trout 
Hatchery. There were over a thousand fish 
that had to be destroyed, unfortunately, it 
was the larger fish, so don’t expect any 20 
or 25 inch breeders.  Most of the fish will 
range from 14 to 16 inches and possibly a 
few bigger ones.  Hybrid Stripers are being 
caught in both Spruce Run and Manasquan 
Reservoirs.  Fishing in all bodies of water 
statewide for Bass, Pickerel, Catfish and 
Pan Fish is good.    

Senior Group 
October Meeting
The OLV Senior Group will hold their 

November meeting on Friday, November 
1, 2013 at 1PM in Monsignor Dalton Hall.  
After a short business meeting, members 
will partake in a traditional Thanksgiving 
meal. The cost of the meal for members is 
$10.00. Please contact Geri at 732-257-4351 
if you want to attend the Thanksgiving meal. 
Checks can be mailed to Geri at 18 Kupsch 
St. Sayreville, NJ 08872.  

Food donations for St. Vincent de Paul 
are always welcomed. All seniors 55 years 
of age and older are always welcomed to join 
our group. For further information please 
contact Teri at 732-727-7639.

Gone Fishin’

Wildlife Wonders & More

Just when you thought you’ve seen it all-No, it’s not a “Pig in a poke” it’s a “Pig in the 
Park.”  This goes to prove that the Waterfront Park’s environment induces people to bring 
their various types of pets to get their exercise and have fun doing it.  (Photo/info by Joe 
Lotkowictz)

Local resident Christine Pluskota captured these beautiful images on a recent trip to Utah. 
The top photo is a Pronghorn, and on the bottom is Desert Bighorn Sheep.  (Photos by 
Christine Pluskota)

Six local fishing enthusiasts took a trip up to Salmon River, Pulaski, NY and had an amazing 
outing by catching some huge Chinook (King) Salmon.  Pictured (l-r) Mark Wahler, Tom 
Jukus, and Leon Letts.  Wahler’s salmon was the largest taken, weighing in at 31 lbs.!

Other local anglers from the fishing party who had tremendous success catching salmon 
were (l-r) Mike Jukus, Jay Ziola, and Dan Heimall.  (Photos/info courtesy of Leon Letts)  

This Hawk was spotted eating his prey in a South Amboy back yard. (Photo by Brian 
Stratton)

Moms Helping 
Moms Support 

Group
Whether you are a stay-at-home mom, 

working mom, a work-at-home mom, or a 
mom who is married, single, or separated, 
we know that motherhood is a constant jug-
gling act. Sometimes all that multi-tasking 
can raise stress levels, put a strain on family 
relations, and leave moms needing some ex-
tra support and guidance. And, who better to 
provide that support than fellow moms who 
understand these challenges first-hand. Join 
us at Sayreville Public Library on Tuesday, 
November 19 from 6:30 to 8:00PM.

The Moms Helping Moms Support 
Group is a place where you can talk about 
the stresses you are facing, both the big 
and small ones, in the company of fellow 
moms who can offer an unbiased ear, ideas, 
resources, and overall emotional support. 
The group is facilitated by Dr. Colleen 
Georges, a work-at-home mom who is also 
a Licensed Professional Counselor, Certified 
Life & Career Coach, and Certified Positive 
Discipline Parent Educator.

Registration is now required for this 
monthly group. If you had been attending, 
please feel free to officially register at the 
next meeting! For more information, contact 
Alaina at 732-727-0212 ex.25 or email her 
at alainad@lmxac.org. 
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50th Anniversary

Karen and Ted Wedekind of Parlin celebrated 
their 50th Anniversary on October 12th.  
They were married October 12, 1963.  
Congratulations Karen & Ted!
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Soccer Risks
Research in inconclusive on whether 

repeatedly bouncing a soccer ball off young 
player’s head can affect the child’s thinking 
ability.

Some studies have found that players 
who suffer repeated blows to the head can 
suffer impaired brain function years later. 
Players can also suffer head injuries by 
running into other players or a goal post, or 
striking their head on the ground in a fall.

Research indicates on crash test dum-
mies that the impact of a ball is powerful 
enough to warrant head protection.

A study published in the Journal of 
the American Medical Association in 1999 
reported that amateur soccer player scored 
lower than other amateur athletes on test of 
memory and planning. The researchers sus-
pected that repeated blow to the head might 
be the reason. Other studies in Europe, found 
similar problems in elite players.

Researcher Mariccaz Ziejewski of North 
Dakota State University tested the impact of 
soccer balls on crash test dummies heads 
and used computer modeling to estimate 
what those results could mean in terms of 
brain injury. The balls struck the heads with 
150 – 200 pounds of force, which Ziejewski 
considered to be less than those which can 
occur in a goal.

In a properly headed ball, the forehead 
takes the impact, and bent knees absorb 
much of the force. But in an improperly 
headed ball by an inexperienced player who 
may be caught by surprise, movement of the 
head creates rotational forces on the brain. 
Some of the impact would be sufficient to 
create shearing stresses that could stretch 
and deform brain tissue, if the ball is not 
headed properly. If you execute the header 
properly, the effect on your brain is most 
likely minimal, however, if you get hit in 
the head and don’t expect it, it could be a 
different story.

Even though there are few reported cases 
of concussion, which itself is not always eas-
ily to identify on the field. The cumulative 
effect of repeated head trauma could not be 
taken too lightly. 

Trip To Sands 
Casino 

  Our Lady of Victory Knights of Co-
lumbus # 2061 is running a Casino bus trip 
to The Sands Casino in Bethlehem, PA on 
Saturday November 2nd. The bus departs the 
K of C building, located at 775 Washington 
Road in Parlin at 11:00 am and returns at ap-
proximately 8:00 pm. The price for the trip is 
$ 35.00 p/p which includes bus transportation 
to and from Bethlehem, beer and soda, chips 
and entertainment on bus. Upon arrival, you 
will receive a $ 20.00 slot credit as well as 
a $ 5.00 food voucher. Their are also many 
outlet stores for your shopping adventures. 
If you are interested in going, please call Joe 
Campbell @ 646-483-2883 for more info or 
to book your seat. 
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Art Fest/Street Fair—“A Wonderful Day 
For The Town”

By Melissa Jewels
On Sunday, September 22, 2013, Artists, 

organizations, and vendors lined the streets 
as onlookers swarmed onto Broadway St. 
in South Amboy for the South Amboy Art 
Fest and Street Fair. Arrays of creations 
from paintings to handmade jewelry were 
displayed for purchase and music enthralled 
the crowds. 

The art exhibit included a plethora of 
art styles and paintings including a portfolio 
of comic book art by Brian Quinn, of South 
Amboy, who has over 28 years of experi-
ence. Quinn, who doesn’t refer to himself as 
an “artist”, studied fine arts in college and 
quickly realized it was not for him.

“I prefer illustration/cartooning over 
fine arts because I like to tell stories,” ex-
plained Quinn.

Story-telling genres usually included 
horror, science fiction, and action.

Will Torres, sketch artist from North 
Plainfield, took his love of the popular 
television show, Walking Dead, to create 
pen/watercolor images. He also designed a 
unique rendition of Marvel Comic’s “Wol-
verine/Hulk”, which was signed by Herb 
Trimpe, the co-creator of Wolverine.

Tom Tice of South Amboy was inspired 
by interpretations of angelic figures, which 
birthed his six computer and digital graph-
ics on canvas, the fallen angels and the 
archangels.

Lupe Galvan, an art exhibit worker and 
artist, began setting up for the festival two 
days prior to the Art Fest. A reception was 
held on Saturday, September 21, 2013 from 
6pm-8pm for all artists to view their work.

“Everyone was able to come in and 
view their art which was really nice”, said 
Galvan.

Abbe Fried, of Cranford, began “B’s 
Beaders” with her mother, Marlene Feld-
man, of South Amboy, 13 years ago after her 
older son’s Asperger’s Syndrome diagnosis. 
After putting her architect career on hold, 
Fried needed to feed her creative nature and 
began beading. B’s Beaders participated in 
this year’s Art Fest for the second time and 
enjoyed beading with the children.

“With some schools cutting funding for 
the arts, I love to watch their creativity being 
expressed in mediums that they wouldn’t 
normally encounter”, explained Fried

This year was the third year of the Art 
Fest and Street Fair and according to Joan 
Conway, primary volunteer who brought the 
idea of an Art Fest to South Amboy, each year 
grows in attendance and success.

“I had a wonderful committee of vol-
unteers that helped with the event this year. 
With their help and energy, they helped 
make this a wonderful day for the town,” 
concluded Conway.

The Brian O’Connor School of Music performed and delighted music lovers with some 
excellent songs.  (Photo by Lorna Andrejewski) 

South Amboy’s Tom Tice proudly displays 
his unique and most interesting art work.  
(Photo by Melissa Jewels)

Middlesex County Sheriff Mildred Scott (r) 
and Freeholder candidate Charles Kenny (l), 
really enjoyed the South Amboy Arts Festival 
& Street Fair.  (Photo by Tom Burkard)

Poochie Doo was on hand at the fair, offering all types of items to pamper your pooch!  If 
you missed the fair and need something for you favorite dog, stop by Poochie Doo and 
check out their extensive inventory. (Photo by Brian Stratton)
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Rose Maszlak 
Opiola
Age 92

Rose Maszlak Opiola, 92, a ten year 
resident of the Las Vegas area, passed 
away peacefully on September 10, 2013 
in her home at the Pacifica Regency 
Palms Assisted Living Center. She was 
born August 11, 1921 in Perth Amboy, 
New Jersey to Frank and Rosie Maszlak. 
and lived most of her life in the Amboy area 
until she moved to Las Vegas in 1993. 
Rose was a communicant of Sacred Heart 
Church in South Amboy NJ and belonged 
to the Sacred Heart Rosary Society and 
the local senior clubs in Sayreville and 
South Amboy NJ. She retired in 1984 from 
Sterns, an Allied Retail company. She 
predeceased her husband, Anthony 
“Bub” Opiola whom she was married to 
for almost 50 years. She is survived by 
her two children, Rosemarie Brobeck of  
Las Vegas Nevada; John “Jack” Opiola 
of Reston, Virginia; 7 grandchildren and 
10 great-grandchildren. Arrangements 
were made through the Palm Northwest 
Mortuary in Las Vegas. A Memorial 
Service was held at the Pacifica Regency 
Palms Assisted Living Center located at 
3985 S Pearl Street, Las Vegas NV 89121, 
on October 5, 2013, at 10 a.m.

Our Lady of 
Victories Parish 

Christmas Bazaar & 
Craft Show

Our Lady of Victories Parish Christ-
mas Bazaar & Craft show will be held on 
Saturday, November 23, 2013 from 10 AM 
– 4 PM in Monsignor Dalton Hall on Main 
Street in Sayreville. The annual bazaar will 
feature craft items from various vendors. 
Christmas items will also be available for 
purchase. There will be games of chance 
for children and adults. Homemade goodies 
along with other food items will be available. 
Photos with Santa will also be taken. For 
more information please contact Michele 
at 732-558-3046. Vendors and Crafters 
are wanted. Please contact Kelly Bolton at 
732-236-4357.

Columbiettes 
Fundraiser

The Columbiettes of South Amboy 
Council #426, are holding a fundraiser at 
Texas Roadhouse of Old Bridge on Oct. 
21 from 4-10 p.m.  10% of each bill in its 
entirety is donated to the Columbiettes of 
South Amboy Council #426.

PRAYER IS POWERFUL
Oh, most beautiful flower of Mount Carmel, fruitful vine 
of splendor of Heaven, Blessed Mother of the son of 
God, Immaculate Virgin, assist me in my necessity.  
Oh, Star of the Sea, help me and show me herein you 
are my Mother.  Oh, Holy Mary Mother of God, Queen 
of Heaven and Earth!  I humbly beseech you from the 
bottom of my heart to succor me in this petition.  There 
are none that can withstand your power.  Oh, show 
me herein you are my Mother.  Oh Mary conceived 
without sin pray for us who have recourse in thee 
(3X’s).  Holy Mother, I place this cause in your hands 
(3X’s).  Holy Spirit, you who solve all problems, light 
all roads so I can attain my goal.  You who gave me 
the divine gift to forgive and forget all evil against me 
and that in all instances in my life you are with me, 
I want in this short prayer to thank you for all things 
as you confirm once again that I never want to be 
separated from you in eternal glory.  Thank you for 
your mercy towards me and mine.  *Say this prayer 
3 consecutive days and publish prayer after petition 
is granted.  Do not despair.  Additional advice and 
petition.  Pray the Rosary regularly.   M.L.D. 
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THE GREAT SOUTH AMBOY FROG HUNT 
PART 2          

 BY HENNY THE DJ
  Two-Hand Touch in the middle of 

the street, Steam–em–In, Hit the Rickett, 
Scum, Hit the Bat, Wire Ball, Curb Ball,  
Baby in-the-Hole ( I kid you not ) were all 
great kid street games. Great because they 
were all activities you could pursue without 
any involvement of adults. Of course, adults 
were a necessary evil when you were a kid: 
teachers in school, parents, neighbors, little 
league coaches, aunts and uncles they are all 
there ready, willing and able to take a very 
active and very dominant and very over the 
top instructional roll in your kid life all at 
the drop of one pop fly..

 I am not diminishing the importance 
of Adult Supervison because most of us 
would not have made it past ten years of age 
without an adult putting a proverbial boot in 
our rear end after some bonehead stunt that 
we perpetrated in a moment of teen age or 
pre teen insanity. . But it is very necessary 
for the individual growth of a child to be 
put in a situation where he has to hack it on 
his own. Sink or swim. To battle it out. To 
find out what it is that makes him tick. To 
stand up to a bully. All on his own without 
any parental interference. That’s my theory, 
anyway. Although the woods are full of 
parents who think just the opposite, i.e., You 
must fight all you kid’s battles. Who’s right? 
Who Knows?

Think of it in a Tribal Manner. I’ll bet 
you that the 6 to 12 year old kids of the first 
cave dwellers had a version of those street 
games we played growing up. However, 
for them it might have been the Two Hand 
Pterodactyl Tossing Contest rather than Two 
Hand Touch Football. You can also bet that 
they had their versions of our other games, 
too. And for the same reasons we played 
our games: to get the hell away the cave and 
their parents, Oga and Igora. Moreover, it’s 
logical also that one of their games had to do 

with providing a catch for the family meal, 
maybe “First one to Unearth Dinosaur Eggs 
gets to sleep closest to the Wolly Mammoth 
Dung Fire Tonight Contest.” And that food 
catching game came down to us in form of 
The Great South Amboy Frog Hunt.

 I don’t know what it took to be the Alpha 
Male to the Cave Dwellers, but probably not 
much different from now. The biggest and 
the strongest and the most coordinated and 
in our time the most selfishly motivated. ( 
I refer you now to the winners of Survivor 
or Big Brother.) Today whoever throws 
the most touchdowns, strikes out the most 
batters, hits the most home runs or makes 
the most jump shots is the kid who gets 
the glory. The public glory, that is. …very 
important to parents, of course. 

But there is a sub genre in Kiddom,  
that inner kid world where we had our own 
heroes, not always the ones whose names 
populated the newspapers or church bul-
letins because to kids it’s not always about 
the glory..it’s also about the wonder. And 
in that world of the kid, unbeknownst to 
the parents were certain anti-heroes in less 
than honorable achievements. The kid who 
got away without doing his homework. The 
kid who wasn’t afraid of the teacher. The 
kid who always had money somehow. The 
kid who smoked. ( I mean, all our parents 
smoked ) ..The kid who had a paper route. 
The kid who had any job at all. The kid who 
had a new bike..The kid who got hit by the 
teacher..The kid who knew curses that we 
never heard of…The kid who had a pretty 
sister..The kid who could roller skate..

And, also found in that list of honorees 
was“ The Kid Who Could Catch the Most 
Frogs..and The Most Pollywogs….

NEXT TIME: CATCHING FROGS 
PART 3, THE BROOKLYN CONNEC-
TION

Women’s Health And Fitness Day 
Celebrated  

By Melissa Jewels
In celebration of National Women’s 

Health and Fitness Day, Perth Amboy High 
School launched an event on September 25, 
2013 to promote the importance of physical 
activity as well as general health and well-
ness for women. Participants engaged in 
complimentary Zumba/Tabata and Hip Hop 
classes, as well as a personal discussion about 
Colon Cancer led by Rose Hausmann, who 
lives in the Morgan section of Sayreville, 
and has been fighting the disease for nearly 
eight years.

The afternoon began with Denise Mor-
gan, Certified Personal Trainer who lives 
in the Morgan section of Sayreville, led an 
energetic Zumba and Tabata class. Zumba 
is an aerobic dance class with dance move-
ments inspired by and mainly performed 
to Latin American dance music. Tabata is 
high intensity interval training for strength. 
Strength training is essential for weight loss 
and keeping fit.

“Exercise makes you stronger, more 
confident and boosts self-esteem,” explained 
Morgan, who also offers Yoga and Holistic 
Healing, “It can also send depression pack-
ing!  Always remember the quote if mom is 
happy then everyone is happy.”

 Rose Hausmann of Sayreville suffers 
from Stage IV Colon Cancer. She spoke of 
the importance of listening to your body and 
fighting for it when you feel like something 
is wrong.

 “Sometimes, you have to be your own 
advocate”, explained Hausmann. 

Hausmann was diagnosed with Stage 
III Colon Cancer in Nov. 2005 at the age 
of 42. Her diagnosis came after weeks of 
“excruciating” pain and begging for more 
tests, which revealed a tumor blocking her 

colon.  
In general, a colonoscopy is recom-

mended as a regular screening for people 
ages 50 through 75. Depending on family 
history, people may have to be screened 
regularly beginning at a younger age. Haus-
mann expressed the importance of screening 
which may lead to early detection. She also 
explained the unpleasantness of preparing for 
a colonoscopy, particularly the drink before 
the day of the test.

“It [the drink] doesn’t taste good,” 
explained Hausmann, “but a chemotherapy 
cocktail is much worse.”

The event was sponsored by School 
Based Youth Services Program, a project 
of the Community Action Agency, and the 
Jewish Renaissance Foundation, which 
is funded by the NJ State Department of 
Children & Families.

The Jewish Renaissance Foundation 
Family Success Center is a community ac-
tion agency where any resident of Middlesex 
County can go for support, information, and 
services. The Family Success Center pro-
motes family well-being and links families 
to community services including providing 
quality serves to parents. The School Based 
Youth Services Program helps to ensure 
students graduate from high school and 
addresses the physical and mental health 
of students.

To contact Denise Morgan for various 
class schedules, please email zumbasayre-
ville@gmail.com. To learn more about 
Rose Hausmann and her advocacy against 
Colon cancer, please visit http://www.
friendsofrose.org/. To learn more about 
National Women’s Health Day, please visit 
http://www.fitnessday.com/

Work has commenced on the South Amboy/Sayreville Waterfront Park Bridge to restore it 
to its original condition, prior to Superstorm Sandy on Oct. 29, 2012.  The storm not only 
wreaked havoc to the bridge, but most of the park as well.  Also, being re-assembled are 
the large rocks that formed a waterfront barrier, which was supposed to stop most of the 
water before it flooded nearby homes in the Zone “A” area.  When the work is completed, 
park-goers will be happy to resume their daily walks in all areas of the park.  (Photo/info 
by Joe Lotkowictz)

Park On The Mend

Repairs For Local Park
By Steve Schmid

Nearly one year after Hurricane Sandy 
hit New Jersey, work is beginning on repairs 
to Raritan Bay Waterfront Park.Workers are 
building a new retaining wall around the ga-
zebo. The repair work will include building 

a new fence along the sidewalk, fixing the 
pedestrian bridge, a stairwell to the beach, 
and the sidewalk. The Federal Emergency 
Management Authority is funding 90 percent 
of the cost.
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Obituaries
Bala, Helen Krakowski, 91, of Sayre-

ville died on Oct. 7.
Barlowski, Anthony, 77, of South Am-

boy died on Oct. 9.
Biesiada, Cecelia, 97, of Parlin died 

on Oct. 2.
Brennan, Donald F., 75, of South Amboy 

died on Sept. 17.
Burkard, Joseph T. “Joe,” 78, formerly 

of South Amboy died on Sept. 23.
Conklin, Catherine, 69, of South Amboy 

died on Oct. 8.
Ellvinger, John, 86, formerly of South 

Amboy died on Sept. 27.
Elmsary, George R., 36, of Sayreville 

died on July 31.
Eppinger, Timothy, 53, of Sayreville 

died on Sept. 18.
Fajardo, Joanne A., 65, of Parlin died 

on Sept. 30.
Farley, Peggy, 88, formerly of South 

Amboy died on Sept. 30.
Gerba, Catherine Holton, 102, of South 

Amboy died on Oct. 2.
Holda, Joseph J., 83, formerly of Sayre-

ville died on Oct. 3.
Jasper, Dino, 81, formerly of South 

Amboy died on Sept. 16.
Jensen, James M., 56, of Sayreville 

died on Sept. 13.
Jones, Mary Jane Olsen Eberle, 69, of 

Sayreville died on Sept. 19.
Keenan, William J., 90, formerly of 

South Amboy died on Sept. 27.
Knight, Richard W., 37, of Sayreville 

died on Oct. 1.
Kovacs, Robert “Bubba,” 36, of South 

Amboy died on Oct. 2.
Meade, Alfred L., 84, formerly of South 

Amboy died on Sept. 21.
Minnick, Helen M., 81, of South Amboy 

died on Oct. 9.
Neiss, William M., 84, of Parlin died 

on Sept. 25.
Plewa, Walter A., 81, formerly of Sayre-

ville died on Sept. 13.
Ryan, Richard J., 79, of Morgan died 

on Oct. 1.
Sczepanik, Stella Truchan, 93, of Sayre-

ville died on Sept. 19.
Straczynski, Helen A. Ruszczyk, 92, of 

Sayreville died on Oct. 5.
Unkel, Mary T., 96, of Sayreville died 

on Oct. 8.
White, Cathy M. Smith, 47, of South 

Amboy died on Sept. 19.
Zonkowski, Edward Jr., 68, of Sayre-

ville died on Oct. 4.

Job Search & 
Networking 
Techniques

Job searching and résumé expert, Dr. 
Colleen Georges, will share her tips for suc-
cessfully searching for a job in this tough job 
market at Sayreville Public Library on Tues-
day, November 5 from 6:30 to 8:00PM.

Dr. Colleen Georges has been serving as 
a counselor and coach for 15 years, helping 
to guide individuals through self-discovery, 
and personal and career goal achievement. 
Today, she owns Colleen’s Career Creations 
and Life Coaching with Colleen, where she 
facilitates personal and professional devel-
opment workshops, provides career and life 
coaching services, and writes résumés for 
clients across the professional spectrum. 
Dr. Georges is also a faculty member at 
Rutgers University, where she teaches 
graduate-level counseling and undergraduate 
women’s leadership courses. She received 
her Doctorate in Counseling Psychology 
from Rutgers University, is a NJ Licensed 
Professional Counselor, and holds over a 
dozen certifications in positive psychology, 
positive parenting, life and career coaching, 
résumé writing, and job search. Her publica-
tions include co-authorship in Contagious 
Optimism: Uplifting Stories & Motivational 
Advice for Positive Forward Thinking and 
101 Great Ways to Enhance Your Career, 
and work featured in the Gallery of Best 
Resumes, 5th Edition. Dr. Georges has been 
interviewed for and quoted in key online and 
print media including Forbes.com and The 
Trenton Times. 

 For more information or to register, 
contact Alaina at 732-727-0212 ex. 25, email 
her at alainad@lmxac.org, or register online 
at www.sayrevillelibrary.org.

George Fuller, one of South Amboy’s most active and giving 
volunteers is pictured in the Dunk Tank at the Art Fest/Street Fair.  
(Photo by Tom Burkard)

These young and talented dancers turned in a superb performance 
at the Art Fest/Street Fair.  (Photo by Joan Conway)
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