
Sayreville Mayor Kennedy O’Brien is sworn as Sayreville’s first mayor in history to be 
elected for a fourth term.   Pictured  (l-r) is the mayor’s wife Janice O’Brien holding the 
family Bible, Mayor O’Brien, and Sayreville Borough Clerk Terry Farbaniec.  (Photo/info 
courtesy of Janice O’Brien)

Jon Bon Jovi performs for the sold out crowd at the Hope Concert V at Count Basie Theatre 
last month. See more photos on page 29. (Photo by Brian Stratton)

Bon Jovi  Is Alive And Well: Rocks Hope 
Concert At Red Bank

By Tom Burkard
On December 19th, Jon Bon Jovi was 

alive and well, as he performed at the Hope 
Concert V at Count Basie Theatre in Red 
Bank, following rumors earlier in the day 
of his death.  The popular mega rock star 
looked terrific during his appearance for 
charity, and joked with the packed-house 
audience about his alleged demise, “If you 
haven’t heard, I’m not dead.  Rumors of my 
death have been greatly exaggerated.  I’m 
just lookin’ a little gaunt these days.  If I’m 

dead, heaven looks a lot like New Jersey.  
The phones were ringing at home and my 
wife says, ‘he’s not dead, he don’t look too 
good, but he’s not dead.”

The show, as always was outstanding 
and for a very good cause, raising $175,000 
for the Cancer Institute of New Jersey, a 
comprehensive cancer center. 

Local shore legends Southside Johnny, 
Bobby Bandiera, with his Rock-N-Soul 

(Continued on page 29)

Bill Jackson

Sayreville Principal 
Honored

Sayreville War Memorial HS principal 
James Brown, was recently honored by the 
United States Army.  He was selected to 
represent the State of New Jersey by the 
U.S. Army along with approximately 100 
community leaders from across the nation 
in the festivities at San Antonio, Texas from 
Jan. 3-8, which culminated in the U.S Army 
All-American Bowl football game on Jan. 
7.  All of his expenses were paid by the 
U.S. Army.

The notification letter of his selec-
tion stated that, “This honor recognizes 
your influence as a strong advocate for 
the Army.  An invitation to the U.S. Army 
All-American Bowl offers an unparalleled 
opportunity to:  Learn more about the U.S. 
Army, its facilities, equipment, personnel 
and leaders; Discuss issues facing American 
students with the top senior Army leaders; 
Participate in unique U.S. Army experiences 
such as shooting with U.S. Army Olympians 
or tandem skydiving with world champion 
members of the Golden Knights Parachute 
team; Network with other national leaders in 
education, business and government; Meet 
nearly 100 true heroes—American soldiers; 
As a Center of Influence Mentor, you will 
have the additional role to sit on a Mentor 
Panel and discuss your experiences with 
other Centers of Influence.”  In addition, 
Brown was offered the option of participat-
ing in many other interesting  educational  
opportunities and events.  Congratulations, 
Mr. Brown on this prestigious honor!

Former Sayreville 
Councilman Mourned

By Tom Burkard
Highly-respected and admired former 

Sayreville Councilman William “Bill” Jack-
son, 86, of Parlin, died on January 4th.  He was 
always very dedicated to his service on the 
Borough’s Council from 1980-89.  Bill also 
worked for 25 years in the Personnel Depart-
ment of Middlesex County.  In addition, he 
was a Sayreville Democratic Committeeman 
for over 40 years.  He was a commissioner 
for the Sayreville Housing Authority, and 
President of Middlesex County Association 
for Retired Employees (M.C.A.R.E.).   Bill 
served in World War II in the U.S. Navy 
in European/African and Middle Eastern 
Theater of operations.  He was an active 
member of many local organizations and 
fraternal groups. 

Bill Jackson was one of the finest 
gentlemen you could ever meet, and always 
had a smile, kind word, and handshake for 
everyone.  May God Bless him!

Benefit Concert Aids Sayreville Couple
By Tom Burkard

The wrath of tropical storm Irene, which 
hit New Jersey in late August last year, is 
still being felt by a retired husband and wife 
from Parlin.  Charles Best, 84, and his wife 
Alice, 82, faced an unbelievable nightmare 
during the storm, when the entire basement 
wall of their Buchanan Ave. home collapsed, 
at 1 a.m., and left behind 3-4 feet of water 
and mud.

The home was condemned, and the 
couple had to stay with their daughter, Joanne 
Best until they could find a temporary apart-
ment in Sayreville.  They contacted their 
insurance company, and received a check for 
only $344, hardly enough to repair any of 
the major damages to their home.  Charles, 
a U.S. Navy veteran and proud survivor of 

2012 South Amboy 
St. Patrick’s Day 

Parade Grand 
Marshals’ Night
The 2012 South Amboy St. Patrick’s 

Day Parade Grand Marshals’ Night will be 
held on Friday Feb 3rd   from 7-10 PM, at 
St. Mary’s Hall, Stevens Ave. and Second 
Street, South Amboy. Advance tickets can 
be purchased at South Amboy Foodtown, 
Main Street Liquors, and the AOH Hall on 
Stevens Avenue in South Amboy. Cost for 
advance tickets is $25 per person. Tickets 
are also available at the door for $30. Cost 
includes beer, wine, soda, and food with a 
performance by the award-winning Col. DB 
Kelly Pipes and Drums.

The 2012 parade committee has selected 
Rob McQuade as the parade Grand Marshal. 
A longtime area resident, son of Mary and 
John McQuade, Rob grew up in Parlin and is 
a graduate of St. Mary’s Elementary School, 
St. Mary’s High School, (now Cardinal Mc-
Carrick) and Rutgers University. When his 
wife Donna was pregnant with the second 
of their two sons, Rob suffered a broken 
neck which has left him a quadriplegic.  
That has not stopped him from living a rich 
and fulfilling life.  He is an inspiration to 

(Continued on page 10)

(Continued on page 8)

CARDINAL 
MCCARRICK/ST. 

MARY’S HIGH SCHOOL 
NOMINATES SPORTS 

HALL OF FAMERS
South Amboy, N.J. – Nominees for the 

Cardinal McCarrick/St. Mary’s High School 
2012 Sports Hall of Fame have been elected 
by the planning committee for the May 
4, 2012 induction ceremony at the Grand 
Marquis in Old Bridge.

The alumni nominees excelled in vari-
ous sports programs during their high school 
years and earned such achievements as First 
Team All County, All State or hold a school 
record. Nominees had to have graduated five 
years prior to induction.

The chosen twelve are baseball greats 
Fran “Red” Cleary (1931) and Jack Seaman 
(1961); cross country star Joe Majkowski 
(1997); tennis phenomenon Matt Sabo 
(2000); and football marvel Bill Wagner 
(2004). An outstanding crop of basketball 
players, along with coaches Lynn Ust and 
Joe Lewis, were also nominated: Vincente 
Rosario (2007), Mika Wilson (2003), Kaitlyn 

(Continued on page 31)
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The “Rock The House” Benefit Concert, which was held at Buddies Tavern in Parlin, was a 
huge success.  Pictured (l-r) Tom Best, Buddies Tavern owner Karen Bailey. Dave “Snake” 
Sabo, who was the headliner, and Joanne Best-Pollman.  (Photo by Brian Stratton)
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Father Leon Dies At 76
Monsignor Leon J. Kasprzyk, 76, who 

had the first assignment of his illustrious 
career at Sacred Heart Church in 1961, 
died on January 6th.  “Father Leon” as he 
was affectionately known by locals, was 
known for his outstanding work with the 
youth, and also married couples in his dif-
ferent parishes.  

In 1977, he hosted a radio show called 
“Catholic, Christian, Human.”  He became 
Pastor of Holy Family Church, Carteret in 
1982, and in 1986, he was named Pastor of 
St. Stephen’s Church in Perth Amboy.  From 
1995 until his retirement in 2008, he was 
Pastor of St. John The Evangelist Church 
in Lambertville. 

Connors, Noble 
Chosen

At the annual South Amboy reorgani-
zation, Councilman Joseph Connors was 
chosen Council President for the second 
successive year.  Councilman Mark Noble 
was the city council’s choice for Vice 
President.
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Talk Of The Towns
By Tom Burkard

“Ish” Is On The Mend
Former South Amboy resident, Rich 

“Ish” Ambroziak of Surf City, NJ is recover-
ing nicely from emergency surgery.  He was 
one of the greatest ballhandler/playmakers in 
St. Mary’s basketball history, and played a big 
role in the legendary 1964 team’s outstanding 
season.  Get well soon, Rich!

In Memoriam
Leonard Coviello, 83, of Parlin died 

on Dec. 10.  He was one of St. Bernadette’s 
most active parishioners.  Joseph Dominick, 
88, of Sayreville died on Dec. 15.  He was 
a US Army Staff Sergeant in World War II.  
He retired in 1985 after 44 years as a mill-
wright at Hercules, Inc.  Stella Jankowski 
of South Amboy died on Dec. 12.  She 
was President of the Sacred Heart PTA for 
2 terms in the 1960’s, and also employed 
at Madura’s Pharmacy in South Amboy 
prior to her retirement. Stella always had a 
smile and kind word for everyone.  Debra 
Lotratio, 47, of Parlin died on Dec. 15.  She 
was an outstanding waitress, who was very 
popular, at Peter Pank Diner in Sayreville, 
where she worked for 27 years.  John Triggs, 
89, of Parlin died on Dec. 15.  He was a 
Sergeant in World War II, serving with the 
4th Marine Divison fighting in the Pacific.  
Frances Klimkiewicz Wojciechowski, 91, 
of South Amboy died on Dec. 24.  She was 
co- owner of Raritan Printing Company in 
South Amboy with her late husband Joseph.  
She was past President of Sacred Heart PTA, 
and an officer of Sacred Heart Altar Society.  
Fran graduated magna cum laude from St. 
Mary’s HS.  Joseph Horn, 63, of Sayreville 
died on Dec. 28.  He was a former member 
of the Sayreville Emergency Squad, former 
Sayreville Leprechauns coach, and former 
Little League coach with the Hess Bros. 
team.  John Gondek, 92, of Sayreville died 
on Dec. 29.  He was a World War II Army 
veteran, who served in the Pacific Theater of 
Operations, and loved Polka music, and also 
enjoyed singing it at weddings and different 

Continued on page 6)

Pleasant Little 
Trivia

By Tom Burkard
1. South Amboy Fire Chief in 1965?  a.Martin 
Keays  b.Frank Conroy  c.David Turnbow
2. In ’76, where was Essex Chemical Corp. 
located in Sayreville?  a.Main St.  b.Jernee 
Mill Rd. c.MacArthur Ave.
3. This radio and television shop was located 
on South Stevens Ave. in South Amboy in 
1970?  a.Larsen’s b.L & L  c.Hoover’s
4. Sayreville resident who was Assembly-
man-At-Large in 1973?  a.Alan Karcher  
b.Edwin Kolodziej c.Anthony Popowski
5. Where was the popular Gay 90’s bar 
located in South Amboy?  a.Church St.  
b.Stevens Ave.  c.First St.
6. President of the Sayreville Lions Club in 
’76?  a.George Jones  b.Paul Hill  c.George 
Hill
7. In 1973, where was Swan Hill Ice & Fuel 
Co. located in South Amboy?  a.Henry St.  
b.Swan Hill  c.South Broadway
8. President of the Sayreville 2nd Dis-
trict Democratic Club in 1980?  a.Stella 
Misiewicz  b.Anna Jarusiewicz c.Suzette 
Golocheski 
9. President of the Sacred Heart Holy Name 
Society in ’65?  a.James Henry  b.Al Go-
molka Sr. c.Adam Rzepka
10. Morgan Lions Club President in 1976?  
a.Nick DeBiase  b.Craig Kierst  c.George 
Wist
11. This pizzeria was located on North Ste-
vens Ave., South Amboy in ’80?  a.Hillcrest 
b.Casino  c.Mag’s
12. In 1983, she was President of the Parlin 
Women’s Club?  a.Angela  Pinella b.Alice 
Kamrath c.Claire Guenther

Answers
1b 2a 3b 4b 5c 6c 7a 8a 9a 10c 11b 12b. 

Troop 95, of Sacred Heart Church,” Home of the Eagle Scouts”, announces the troop’s 
newest Eagle Scouts, Frank Flagg Jr. & Brandon Russell. The Eagle Scouts passed The 
Eagle Board of Review on December 7, 2011. Congratulations to our new Eagles! In Photo: 
(l-r), Frank & Bonnie Flagg Sr.,(Frank’s parents), Eagle Scout Frank Flagg Jr., Eagle Scout 
Brandon Russell, Daphne Richard & Allen Russell, (Brandon’s parents).(Photo by David 
Rosenthal)

Past President’s  
Dinner

Our Lady of Victory Columbiettes will 
be having a Past President’s Dinner on Feb-
ruary 11, 2012 at the Knights of Columbus 
Council 2061 Hall on Washington Avenue, 
Parlin. On this occasion we will be honoring 
all our Past Presidents, but especially our 
immediate Past President Katie Elichko. 
Music is by DJ Gary Morton and tickets are 
$25 per person. To purchase tickets or for 
more information, please contact Yvonne at 
732-257-4634.

A PRAyER FoR HEALIng
Lord, you invited all who are burdened to come 

to You.  Allow your healing hand to heal me.  Touch 
my soul with Your compassion for others.  Touch 
my heart with Your courage and infinite love for all.  
Touch my mind with Your wisdom, that my mouth 
may always proclaim Your praise.  Teach me to reach 
out to You in my need.  Help me to lead others to 
You by my example.  Most loving Heart of Jesus, 
bring me health in body and spirit so that I may 
serve You with all my strength.  Touch gently this 
life which you have created.  Amen -T.B.
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 ★  Business of the Month  ★

Madura Pharmacy

The outstanding and very talented staff at Madura Pharmacy is pictured (l-r) Mary 
Lou Harris, RPH, Carol Tomarch, Pharmacy Technician, Jo Ann Wolfman, Pharmacy 
Technician, Anne Marie Madura-Wolpin, Owner/RPH, Rose Marie Quackenbush, 
Pharmacy Technician.  (Photo by Tom Burkard)

Anne Marie Madura-Wolpin, the 
owner of Madura Pharmacy, graduated  
from Rutgers University in 1980, as a 
Registered Pharmacist.  She and her 
fine staff have a rigorous schedule fill-
ing prescriptions, counseling patients, 
and providing comforting conversa-
tion when necessary.  The pharmacy 
is always filled with a wide-range of 
conversation with a host of patients 
and friends.  Talk focuses on their pre-
scriptions, as well as the happenings 
around town.

You can always come to the phar-
macy and get a warm welcome and 
good conversation.  The educated staff 
is happy to help with all your medica-
tion needs, and much more.  Madura’s 
expanded services now include a chil-
dren’s toy department, Carlton greeting 

cards, every day cards, as well as special 
occasion cards.  In addition, the pharmacy 
also offers Russell Stover, Whitman’s 
candy, a large assortment of bag candy, 
sundry items, personal care items and a 
health care department.  Madura’s now 
features a nice selection of jewelry, Time 
and Again candles, and also Donna Sharp 
handbags.

As always, your prescriptions will be 
filled by their outstanding and motivated 
staff.  Madura’s accepts Visa, Master 
Card, Discover, American Express and 
FSA cards.

Madura Pharmacy is located at 115 
North Broadway, South Amboy, and is 
open Monday-Thursday 9 a.m. to 8 p.m., 
Friday 9 a.m. to 6 p.m., and Saturday 9 
a.m. to 4 p.m.  The telephone number is 
732-721-1732.

Rose Pawlik (r) with her grandchildren , Brittany and Samantha, just finished the 33rd 
annual Harvey Cedars [ LBI ] “ 5 mile Dog Day Race” on Augusr 21, 2011.  All girls finished 
in under 56 minutes. Congratulations!  (Photo Submitted)

Comedy Night 
 The Sayreville Knights Of Columbus, 

in conjunction with The Morgan Parlin Pan-
thers are hosting a Comedy Blast Evening 
Of Stand Up Comedy on Saturday, February 
18, 2012.

On hand for the show will be Peter Sasso, 
who has been an opening act for the Rolling 
Stones. He has also written numerous jokes 
that have been published in the Readers 
Digest as well as the Comedy Thesaurus. 
Also on hand will be Kevin Israel, a two-
time winner of Clash Of The Comics. He has 
opened for Uncle Floyed and is a regular at 
NYC’S Stand Up NY. Plus there will be a 
third talented comedian on hand. 

The cost for this fundraiser is $ 35.00 PP 
and includes a light buffet, Beer, Wine and 
Soda, Snacks, Coffee Tea and Desert, and 
of course A Great Comedy Show. Must be 
over 18 to attend and over 21 to drink. There 
will also be a 50/50 drawing. The Council 
hall is located at 775 Washington Rd in the 
Parlin section of Sayreville.   All proceeds 
generated will benefit the K of C # 2061 and 
The Morgan Parlin Panthers.

For more info or to reserve tickets 
please call Pete Behr @ 732-721-4610 or E 
Mail : behrdesigns@verizon.net, or The K 
of C Council Home at 732-257-2061.
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Avid Readers-Richie Dancsecs (r) and a fellow resident at Briarwood Care and Rehabilitation 
Center in South Amboy enjoy reading their favorite newspaper a few days before Christmas.  
Richie is a 1965 St. Mary’s HS graduate, and retired from the USPS.   He said “I love reading 
The SA Times, and look forward to every new issue.”  (Photo by Tom Burkard)

Stop Complaining
By Al Gomolka Jr.

Times Poet Laureate
c.2000

Taxes are too high
My husband’s a lazy bum
Gas prices keep rising
I can’t afford to live comfortably
For Pete’s sake- stop complaining!
I’m always so tired,
It’s too hot, it’s too cold,
My job is too demanding,
For crying out loud-stop complaining!
A minnow in the ocean
Though it may storm above
Floats and glides along with the flow
In silence, it has no tongue…
Here I am complaining about complain-
ing!
Cut it out-stop complaining!
Oh, wait a minute,
Doctors and lawyers make a living from 
complainers,
Repairmen and dentists and police do too,
I guess we need to complain…a little.

Yearbook-Sayreville 1987
By Tom Burkard

Sayreville War Memorial HS seniors 
returned for their final go round in early 
September ’86.  At the time, the #1 Pop 
song in the nation was “La Bamba” by Los 
Lobos.

Dr. Marie Parnell was Superintendent of 
Schools, and Rita Whitney, principal.  Some 
of the faculty included Christine Bill, Wil-
liam Doll, Steve Gozora, John Hefelfinger, 
James Inman, Patrick Marotta, Nancy Pfeil, 
Janet Ryan and Kathleen Vail.

Kathy Wen was selected 1986 Home-
coming Queen.  The ’86 Fall Drama was “The 
Man Who Came To Dinner.”  The Sayreville 
Bomber Band members spent New Year’s in 
Georgia competing, and also participated in 
a parade.  SWMHS had countless extracur-
ricular activities, groups, sports teams and 
so much more.  The Student Council was 
comprised of President Jennifer Simon, 
Vice President-Kathy Wen, Secretary-Lynn 
Buckler, and Treasurer Bill Lake.  Tami 
Scibek was President of the German Club, 
and Joanne Fiorilli was President of the 
Spanish Club.

The following seniors were selected 
randomly from the huge Class of ’87: John 
Abramski, Nancy Applegate, Ed Bender, 
Kristy Bird, William Borbely, Patrick Bor-
bely, Ron Burkshot, Lisa Campion, Diane 
Carberry, Debra Conners, Dan Crummy, 
Henry Goodspeed, Robyn Gunn, Dawn 
Hefelfinger, Stacey Heimall, Kathleen 

Heinz, Michael Henn, Patricia Hong, Joann 
Hope, Edward Jarusiewicz, Jami Jablonski, 
Melissa Jinks, Joe Kabara, Burton Johnson, 
John Kelly, Darlene Koons, Kelly Koy, 
Donna Laikowski, Yun Chin Lee, Roseann 
Kulesa, Marybeth Lukie, James Makransky, 
Camille Malik, Lori Markulic, John McCor-
mack, Gail Merski, Glenn Mendoza, Robert 
O’Such, Sanjay Patel, Daniel Peters, Mark 
Piatek, Ed Rappleyea, Hollie Rhodes, John 
Rolzhausen, Gerald Sadowski, Laurie Ryan, 
Fred Schaaf, Tamara Scibek, Glenn Selover, 
Edward Sears, Leonard Tice, Patricia Tighe, 
Dawn Turk, Stephanie Wintergrass, Denise 
Wistuba, Lori Witkowski, Robert Zagata, 
Debra Baumann, Rikki Zinna.

Several of the many fine senior athletes 
also picked randomly,  include Bob Beers, 
who was the first Sayreville cross country 
runner to win the GMC title, and was selected 
to the All-County team,  Joe Fioretti, Ed 
Fischer, John Gluchowski, Larry Perfetto, 
Gary Pierson, and Robert Poth.  Chris Clau-
sen and Marietta Walsh were captains of the 
Cheerleaders.

At graduation time “With Or Without 
You” by U2 ruled the airwaves.  Stacy Margo-
lies was Valedictorian, and Yun Chin Lee was 
Salutatorian.  Sayreville War Memorial HS 
Class of ’87, was certainly a very “special” 
group of teenagers, who had their sights set 
on making the world a better place.

Love Your Library 
Month!

February is “love your library month!”  
So, become a friend and connect with your 
library    by signing up with Twitter and Face-
book.  Just log onto the Dowdell Library’s 
web page at www.dowdell.org and click on 
the Twitter and Facebook icons. Additionally, 
let the library know if you’d like to receive a 
monthly text of upcoming programs.   

Upcoming events include the children’s 
Prince and Princess Valentine’s Costume 
Party on Thursday, February 16 at 4 pm.  
Additionally, there will be a “un-valentine’s 
Party” for teens on Thursday, February 9 at 4 
pm and a “we heart” the 80’s teen get-together 
on Thursday, February 23 at 4 pm.  A Mardi 
Gras celebration for kids of all ages will take 
place on Wednesday, February 22 at 3:30 
pm.   The animated “Puss in Boots” movie 
will be shown on Saturday, February 25 at 1 

(Continued on page 33
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PRAyER To THE BLESSED VIRgIn
(Never known to fail)  Oh, most beautiful flower 

of Mt. Carmel, Fruitful vine, splendor of Heaven, 
blessed Mother of the Son of God, Immaculate 
Virgin, assist me in my necessity.  Oh Star of the Sea, 
help me and show me, herein  you are my mother.  
Oh, Holy Mary, Mother of God, Queen of Heaven 
and Earth!  I humbly beseech you from the bottom 
of my heart to succor me in this necessity.  There 
are none that can withstand your power.  Oh, show 
me herein you are my mother.  Oh Mary, conceived 
without sin, pray for us who have recourse to thee (3 
times).  Holy Mary, I place this cause in your hands 
(3 times).  Say this prayer for 3 consecutive days.  
You must publish  it and it will be granted to you.  
Thank you.  -M.M.

PRAyER To THE BLESSED VIRgIn
(Never known to fail)  Oh, most beautiful flower 

of Mt. Carmel, Fruitful vine, splendor of Heaven, 
blessed Mother of the Son of God, Immaculate 
Virgin, assist me in my necessity.  Oh Star of the Sea, 
help me and show me, herein  you are my mother.  
Oh, Holy Mary, Mother of God, Queen of Heaven 
and Earth!  I humbly beseech you from the bottom 
of my heart to succor me in this necessity.  There 
are none that can withstand your power.  Oh, show 
me herein you are my mother.  Oh Mary, conceived 
without sin, pray for us who have recourse to thee (3 
times).  Holy Mary, I place this cause in your hands 
(3 times).  Say this prayer for 3 consecutive days.  
You must publish  it and it will be granted to you.  
Thank you.  -J.B.
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A Call To Action!
In honor of the Sesquiscentennial of the 

Civil War, the Historical Society of South 
Amboy is looking to honor those veterans 
from this town, who answered the call of duty 
and served in the War Between the States 
while calling South Amboy home.

We need your help!  If you have 
knowledge of names, ranks and regiments 
or other pertinent information, and would 
like to share in the remembrance of their 
service of 150 years ago, please contact the 
below addresses.  In addition, we will be 
conducting a genealogical search through 
various means to find those who stood tall 
and defended the Union during a war for 
freedom that “tested whether that nation or 

any nation, so conceived and so dedicated, 
can long endure.”  If you have experience 
at genealogical research or access to census 
or military records, or can tell us how to 
gain such knowledge, we look forward to 
hearing from you.  

Indeed, the goal is to remember these 
veterans at a Memorial Day or other signifi-
cant observation.  It is fitting and proper that 
we do so for Civil War and ALL veterans who 
risked “the last full measure of devotion” to 
save the Union.  What they accomplished 
defines who we are, even today!

Contact the Historical Society of South 
Amboy and/or e-mail: amboyslimshady@
gmail.com

New Sayrevile Book Published
“A Cultural History of Sayreville,” writ-

ten by Borough resident Jason J. Slesinski, 
has been recently published and can be pur-
chased.  The highly-informative book is the 
story of the transformation of Sayreville and 
how the reimagining of mined out clay pits 
into traditional suburban spaces impacted 
Sayreville’s residents.  In over 200 glossy, 
full-color pages, this book shows the chang-
ing patterns of land-use in this place and 
how varied groups have interacted with its 
natural environment, from the Leni Lenape 
Indians and turn of the century European 
immigrants, to the white nuclear families 
who fled New Jersey’s crowded urban north 
in the postwar years, seeking the American 
Dream.  Containing countless artifacts, 
maps, oral histories, and photographs from 

the archives of the Sayreville Historical 
Society Museum, most of which have never 
before been shown to the public, “A Cultural 
History of Sayreville” takes the reader on a 
journey through time in Sayreville’s unique 
cultural landscape, one dominated by the 
seemingly conflicting designs of industry 
and suburbia.

Author Jason J. Slesinski is the 6th gen-
eration of his family to live in Sayreville.  
He earned a BA in History at Montclair 
State University, and an MA in American 
Studies at Rutgers-Newark.  His areas of 
interest include New Jersey History, Ur-
ban Environmental History, and American 
Consumer Culture.  He currently serves as 
Vice-President of the Sayreville Historical 
Society. 

Historical Society 
Meetings

The Historical Society of South Amboy 
President Mary Szaro announced the dates 
for upcoming meetings, which will be held 
on the third Tuesday of the month at 6:30 
p.m. at the South Amboy Community Cen-
ter/YMCA.  All are invited to attend.  

The meetings are set for: Jan. 17; Feb. 
21; Mar. 20; Apr. 17; May 15; June 19.

Fish Fry
O.L.V. Columbiettes & Knights of 

Columbus will hold it’s annual Lenten 
Fish Fry’s. Ash Wednesday 2/22 and every 
Friday from 3/2-4/6 (Good Friday) Fresh 
Fish, Salad Bar, Chowder, Mac & Cheese 
and much more. Eat in or take out , Priced 
just right! 775 Washington Rd -Across form 
the Parlin Post Office 4:30-7:00

Love Your Library 
Month!

(Continued from page 4)
pm (rated PG). The Wii Club will con-

tinue to meet on Fridays at 3:30 pm.
Need homework help?  Don’t forget 

to ask the librarians.  Free online resources 
on the library’s web page make report writ-
ing easy!

The library is adjacent to the South Am-
boy High School off O’Leary Blvd.  Library 
hours are Monday, Tuesday, and Thursday 
10 am – 8 pm; Wednesday and Friday 10 
am – 5 pm and Saturday 12 noon – 4 pm.    
Directions: www.dowdell.org

For additional information, contact 
the library at comments@dowdell.org or 
732.721.6060.
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events.  Grace Barkalow, 84, of South 
Amboy died on Dec. 29.  She was a Dental 
Assistant for Dr. Roth in South Amboy 
prior to her retirement.  Edward “Rusty” 
Cholewa, 86, formerly of Sayreville died 
on Dec. 31.  He and his brothers Chester 
and Frank owned Jernee Mill Inn, which 
was a successful catering hall and tavern 
in Sayreville.  Dennis “Chip” Flynn, 52, 
formerly of Sayreville died on Jan. 3.  He 
served as Chairman of the Board of Trustees 
for Sayreville United Methodist Church.  
Irene Semasko, 85, of Sayreville died on 
Jan. 7.  She was Past President of Sayreville 
VFW Post 4699 Ladies Auxiliary.

May God Bless them all for their good 
works on earth.

Talk Of The Towns
(Continued from page 2)

The debut of A Cultural History of Sayreville by Jason Slesinski was a huge success. Over 
200 current and former residents attended the meeting.  The book sold out and more will 
be available by the end of January. The book can be purchased at the Sayreville Historical 
Society Museum on Sundays from 1:30 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. or calling and leaving a message 
at the Museum 732-390-7048 or on line at Ultramediapublications.com. The cost is $34.95 
with all profits going to the museum. Jason Slesinski is Vice President of the Sayreville 
Historical Society and spent 18 months researching and writing the book. Slesinski is a 
sixth generation Sayreville resident. (Photo/Info Submitted)
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This photo shows a small portion of the work being done on the foundation of a home on 
Buchanan Ave. in Parlin that was destroyed by tropical storm Irene.  A huge fundraiser, 
“Rock The House Benefit Concert” was held at Buddies Tavern on January 6th to help the 
couple in need.  (Photo by Tom Burkard)

Normandy in World War II, and Alice are on 
a fixed income.  They sought out more help, 
and got in touch with FEMA, who provided 
them with approximately $28,000.   Their 
daughter Joanne said, “FEMA was great 
with us.”  She also was the first caller on 
radio 101.5 FM for the “Ask The Governor” 
show, and told Governor Christie what hap-
pened, and asked why New Jersey was not 
considered a disaster area yet.  She said, “In 
two weeks, FEMA sent us a check, and I 
feel Governor Christie was instrumental in 
getting it to us so fast.”  Pollman said that 
the Bests are using the FEMA assistance 
to pay for the rent for the apartment where 
her parents are currently residing behind 
St. Stanislaus Kostka Church on Jacobson 
Street.  The church was very kind and did 
not ask for a deposit from the couple.

According to Joanne, “Engineers, in-

surance companies, and inspectors said the 
whole house had to be rebuilt, so we started 
with the basement.  Brian Swider, of Swider 
Mobil Concrete saw us on Facebook, and 
contacted us, offering his services for free, 
but we had to pay for the materials through 
FEMA.  He began work on Dec. 23rd.”

On Jan. 6th, Buddies Tavern of Parlin 
held a huge “Rock The House Benefit 
Concert” for the Best family.  Joanne Best 
said that, “Angel Mancini put the whole 
thing together with the help of Mike Grau, 
and Karen Bailey, who was kind enough to 
offer Buddies Tavern for the event.  Angel 
contacted former Sayreville resident and 
world renowned rock star, Dave “Snake” 
Sabo, who was the big draw.”

The benefit was a quick sellout, at $25 
a ticket, with approximately 200 people 
attending, many coming to see old friends 

Benefit Concert Aids Sayreville Couple
(Continued from page 1)

Clothing And Linen Donations
St. Mary’s Church is accepting dona-

tions of clothing, shoes, belts, handbags, 
stuffed animals, and all linens (curtains, 
towels, sheets, comforters, etc.) year-round.  
Make sure all  donations are secured in bags.  
Please leave them outside the middle set of 
doors along the Second St. side of the school 
building.  Look for the yellow signs on the 
doors.  When you are dropping off items, 

please call either 732-721-1514 or 732-721-
0179 so the donations can be brought inside.  
Please bring items Mon.-Fri., between 8 a.m. 
and 2 p.m.  No one is available outside of 
these hours to bring the donations inside.  
Please do not leave the items in the church 
or on the rectory porch.  All proceeds benefit 
St. Mary’s Church.

that they hadn’t seen in a long, long time, 
and reminisce about the good ol’ days in 
Sayreville.  Sabo, whose band Skid Row 
rose to worldwide prominence in 1989 with 
their  #4 hit, “18 And Life,”  said that “This 
is really cool.  It reminds me of a high school 
reunion.”  The fundraiser, which also sold 
tee-shirts and ran 50/50 raffles brought in 
more than $5,300 to be used for the work 
on the home.  Although the money helps, 
repair estimates were between  $50,000 to 
$150,000.  Pollman was so happy and pleased 
that the people of Sayreville came out to 
help her parents.  She said, “The people in 
Sayreville are incredible.” 

The Borough of Sayreville was well-
represented with outstanding, homegrown 
musical talent that came together for the 
first time in almost 30 years.  Local legends 
besides “Snake” Sabo, who took the stage 
were top notch drummer Charlie Mills, 
Mike Plewa, and Mike Pollman (Joanne’s 
husband), who performed with the original 
White Noise;  Mike Grau- The Marbles;  Pete 
Powers-Buzzard Wagon.   The Atlantic City 
Expressway, a group that Jon Bon Jovi played 
with early in his career, was excellent as it 
performed lots of Springsteen songs.  The 
Expressway had a surprise guest from The 
David Letterman Show, Al Chez on the trum-
pet.   Sabo was superb, as he interacted from 
the stage with the fans, and his hometown 
crowd and friends loved him, as he closed 
the show with the  his original band,  Steel 
Fortune, that featured another Parlin legend, 
Andrew Makara singing his heart out on lead 

vocals.  This marked the first time “Snake” 
played with this group in nearly 30 years.  
Rumors were rampant throughout the 5-hour 
benefit that Sayreville’s rock megastar, Jon 
Bon Jovi would make a surprise appearance, 
but he was unable to attend.

  Their daughter Joanne said “The re-
building of the basement is nearly complete.  
The heater, air conditioner, and other utilities 
in the basement need to be replaced, and 
mold has taken over the house, and all the 
walls have to be taken down and completely 
redone.  In addition, the driveway, roof and 
back porch have to be replaced, and Brian 
Swider said he would throw in a deck on the 
front porch for my mother.”  

Joanne has been busy trying to help 
her parents, and over the holidays, she was 
the grand prize winner of WABC 77 A.M. 
radio’s “Holidays On Us” contest.  She wrote 
in about the needs of her family, and was 
selected from hundreds of other entrants.   
The prizes included a Flat Screen TV, DVD 
player, and gift certificates.  “They’re all 
going to my parents,” she said.

If anyone would like to contribute to 
help these fine people return to the home 
that they have lived in since 1964, you can 
go to Facebook at Rock The House Benefit 
Concert, or Paypal to Pollman at yummy-
catt@aol.com.

Congratulations to everyone who helped 
in any way to make this very important 
fundraiser a huge success!

(See concert photos page 12)
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The Dowdell Library Foundation’s grant to South Amboy’s Dowdell Library will be used 
for an online learning center.  From left:  Catherine Charmello, President of the Board of 
Trustees, Elaine Gaber, Director, of the Dowdell Library, Mary Rager, Secretary, and Mimi 
Pichey, President, of the Dowdell Library Foundation.  (Photo Submitted)

Library Foundation Gives Grant For 
Online Learning Center

On December 13, the Dowdell Library 
Foundation presented a check for $1,543 to 
the Sadie Pope Dowdell Public Library of 
South Amboy.  The grant was presented by 
Mary Rager and Mimi Pichey on behalf of 
the Dowdell Library Foundation to Elaine 
Gaber, Director, and Catherine Charmello, 
President of the Board of Trustees, of the 
Library.  

The Dowdell Library Foundation’s grant 
will be used to purchase an online software 
teaching center that will provide coaching 
for SAT, AP, GED, and citizenship tests as 
well as job search and workplace skills.

“We anticipate that the new Online 
Learning Center will help South Amboy 
students as well as many others in our com-
munity,” noted Mimi Pichey, President of the 
Dowdell Library Foundation.  “We were able 
to make this grant thanks to the many people 
who contributed generously to our ‘Dunk a 
Politician’ booth at the South Amboy Street 
Fair and our ‘Dining to Donate’ events at 
local restaurants.”

The Dowdell Library Foundation is a 
501(c)(3) non-profit organization.  For more 
information, visit www.DowdellFoundation.
org or call (732)316-1078.

I fought for you!”  These are the words that the members of the Sayreville American Legion 
211 directed at the students of Emma L. Arleth School, in Parlin.   This program honored 
the 70th Anniversary of Pearl Harbor.  Retired Chief Petty Officer, Richard Kosmoski hosted 
the assembly.  He instructed the children and faculty on everything from the meaning of the 
badges on the uniforms to the types of ships that are used by our military.  Learning about 
the USS New York was especially interesting since that ship is made from the melted metal 
found at the World Trade Center.  The children listened with awe on their faces.
 The second part of the presentation dealt with the Pearl Harbor invasion by the Japanese 
on December 7, 1941.  Mr. Kosmoski explained how the United States was attacked and 
the devastation left as a result of this declaration of war. In addition, there was a powerpoint 
that included maps, pictures and details of how the Japanese were able to attack Pearl 
Harbor so easily that day.  Mr. Kosmoski also played the actual radio broadcast in which 
President Roosevelt announced how the United States was attacked.
The quote, “All gave some and some gave all” describes what our military did that day and 
continue to do every day for us. It was a perfect lesson for the children, who responded 
with enthusiasm. (Photo/Info Submitted)

The Institute at MCC Provides Free 
Training for Employees

Employees of area businesses and orga-
nizations can get free training in computer 
applications, English as a Second Language, 
math and customer service. It is being of-
fered at Middlesex County College’s Edison 
campus, the College’s Perth Amboy Center, 
and the Carteret Library.

If the employer has 10 or more employ-
ees in the program, the training can be done 
at the job site.

“I would encourage employers to take 
advantage of this free training,” said Patricia 
Moran, director of the College’s Institute for 
Management and Technical Development. 
“It’s a great way to upgrade your employees’ 
skills, and it is free.”

The program is funded by a grant from 
the New Jersey Department of Labor, the 
New Jersey Business & Industry Association 
and the New Jersey Community College 
Consortium for Workforce & Economic De-
velopment. This grant has been in existence 
for the past five years and Middlesex has 
been extremely active in using it to upgrade 
the skills of the current workforce.

Employees can get basic skills training 
in English as a Second Language, written and 
verbal communications, computer applica-
tions (Windows, Word, Excel, Outlook), and 
mathematics and measurement.

For more information, contact Milena 
Quiles at 732-906-4681.
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Champions

Congratulations to the winners of the Sayreville Fall Mens Softball B Division Championship 
Sayreville PBA. Sayreville PBA swept the semi finals the night before they swept the finals 
on Wed., Dec. 14. Standing left to right:John Kelly, Mike Popowski, Joe Szaro, Tim Adams, 
Dennis Leonard, Dave Gumprecht, Joe Wolski, Mike Kelly. Kneeling left to right:Brian Gay, 
Drew Newcomb, Steve Maslowski, Pat Kiernan. (Photo/Info Submitted)

Summer Camp: 
The Benefits Are 

Endless
Mike Tonzola, Camp Director, South 

Amboy Branch YMCA
Should I send them to camp?  Shouldn’t 

I?  The answer is: You should definitely think 
about it.  How do I know if it’s a good camp?  
You will know the minute you walk into a 
camp.  When you walk into a day camp, 
you need to feel secure that that day will 
be an adventure for them, and they will do 
something that they can’t necessarily do at 
home with a babysitter: You have to feed 
their little minds, bodies, and spirits. 

YMCA day camp feeds your child’s 
mind by giving those opportunities to think 
for themselves, learn from their mistakes, 
and create memories that will last them into 
adulthood.  They will be able to feed their 
mind in a supervised, encouraging and bully-
free environment.  Campers will feed their 
bodies with activity.  They will stay active 
and moving during the day, through sports, 
hands-on activities, and various games.  
Campers will never have a dull moment while 
at a YMCA day camp.  How can you feed a 
spirit?  At camp spirits are fed by affirming 
the campers and encouraging them to try 
new things.  Even if their new adventures 
aren’t for them, they can go home at the end 
of the day feeling good about themselves, 
and keep their spirits high.  Every child 
should feel good about their day when they 
go home, and that’s what YMCA day camp 
accomplishes. 

You haven’t missed the boat, there is 
still time.   Most camps begin their summer 
at the end of June, so if you are still looking, 
go and visit while camp is going on to get a 
true sense of what your child’s day will look 
like.  Don’t be afraid to ask the camp director 
questions, and above all, make sure you leave 
feeling confident that the most important 
thing to the camp and the most important 
thing to you are the same: the safety of your 
child (ren).  Happy Summer!

Auxillary Meeting
The Ladies Auxiliary of Post #4699 at 

757 Jernee Mill Road, Sayreville,NJ will 
hold their monthly meeting at 8PM on Janu-
ary 24,2012 at Post Home . All Ladies from 
auxiliary are invited to attend, and bring your 
ideas with you to help our soldiers overseas. 
A light refreshment will be served. For info. 
call 732-264-3043. Thank You

Spaghetti Dinner-
Jan. 28

First Presbyterian Church Board of Dea-
cons will be having a Spaghetti Dinner on 
Saturday, Jan. 28 from 5-8 p.m.   Tickets are 
$12-adults, $6 children (4-12), and children 
3 and under FREE.  The sit down or take 
out dinner includes bread, salad and dessert.  
Please make all checks out to: First Presby-
terian Church of South Amboy.  All proceeds 
from this sale will go to help families in 
need in our community and the church’s 
food pantry.  Tickets can be purchased from 
any deacon or at the church office from the 
secretary at First Presbyterian Church, 150 
N. Broadway, South Amboy, NJ 08879.  For 
more info call 732-721-4516.  

Tip-A-Pint
Mark your calendars for two upcom-

ing South Amboy St. Patrick’s Day parade 
fundraisers. 

Tip-A-Pint afternoon at the Landmark 
(note new date) will be held on Sunday 
February 19th from 3-7PM, and Tip-A-Pint 
Night is happening on Thursday, March 8th 
at the Munck-ee Bar in South Amboy. Cost 
for each event is $20 and includes food, beer, 
wine, soda, and a special performance from 
the Col. D.B. Kelly Pipes and Drums. Ad-
mission can be paid at the door, no advance 
sales. All proceeds go to fund the annual St. 
Patrick’s Day Parade.

This year’s parade steps off at 2PM 
on Saturday March 10th with a rain date of 
March 24th.  Along with numerous marching 
bands, there will be floats and thousands 
of marchers. As in years past, the parade 
promises fun and excitement for all ages, 
celebrating South Amboy’s rich Irish 
heritage, and of course everyone’s favorite 
holiday, St. Patrick’s Day!  If you have a 
group interested in being a part of this great 
tradition or for additional information, please 
visits the South Amboy St. Patrick’s Day 
Parade website at southamboyparade.com 
or you can contact the parade committee 
chairperson, Betty Sturgis at 732-261-7350 
or rbsturgis@optonline.net.

Collection For 
Veterans  

Once again the South Amboy High 
School History Club is  beginning their  
collection of items to be brought to the men 
and women at Menlo Park Veteran’s  Home. 
The list follows and we are hoping that you 
will be able to help in our collection. We 
purposely run this after the holidays because 
we know how hectic things are with all of 
our other projects. We will be collecting until 
the end of January. 

Batteries..AA..AAA, DVDS, Base-
ball caps, Winter gloves, Sweatpants, and 
shirts(large to XXL), body sprays, hair 
brushes/ combs, short sleeve shirts, sun-
glasses, electric razors, sweaters, deodorant, 
winter hats, elastic waist slacks, pajama’s, 
decorative t-shirts, tissue boxes, white un-
dershirts, all types of jackets, Velcro shoes, 
boxers and briefs, belts and suspenders, 
twin bed afghans, nylon athletic shorts,  and 
large bed socks.  ALL CLOTHING MUST 
BE NEW. 

Items can be dropped off at the High 
School attention Tony Gonsalves.

2012 South Amboy 
St. Patrick’s Day 

Parade Grand 
Marshals’ Night

(Continued from page 1)

his family and everyone he meets.  An ac-
tive member of the Old Bridge chapter of 
the Friendly Sons of Shillelagh, Rob has 
been a loyal spectator of the South Amboy 
St. Patrick’s Day Parade for many years.  
This year’s parade committee is pleased 
and honored to have him serve as the 2012 
Grand Marshal.

Ed O’Connor, a lifetime South Am-
boy, son of Alfie and Maureen O’Connor, 
will serve as Deputy Grand Marshal. He is 
also a graduate of St. Mary’s Elementary 
and High Schools, a graduate of Montclair 
State College, and is Commissioner of the 
South Amboy Housing Authority. Ed and 
his wife Anna Mae are the proud parents of 
three fine sons, Daniel, Luke and Jack. Ed 
is a past president of the Ancient Order of 
Hibernians. He is a member of the St. Mary’s / 
Cardinal McCarrick Hall of Fame committee 
and he has coached for St. Mary’s CYO and 
South Amboy Recreation programs. He is 
a dedicated member of the community and 
the parade committee is proud to have him 
as their Deputy Grand Marshal.

Owner of Main Liquors in South Am-
boy, Harshey Patel has been named the 2012 
Honorary Grand Marshal. Son of Harivadan 
and Ranjan Patel, he and his brother Sand-
eep were born and raised in Bombay, India.  
From there, Harshey moved to Parlin, NJ. 
He opened Main Liquors twenty-one years 
ago. He is a member of the Asian American 
Retailer Association and a longstanding 
contributor to the South Amboy commu-
nity. Harshey currently resides in Westfield 
with his wife, Rita and two sons, Arjun and 
Parth. The parade committee is pleased and 
excited to have Harshey serve as Honorary 
Grand Marshal.

This year’s South Amboy Saint Patrick’s 
Day Parade steps off at 2PM on Saturday
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Renee’ Gatz, Author, of Wise Words & 
Witty Expressions

Shares Five Expression to Help You 
Survive in the Workplace 

As the holidays wind down and we 
return to work, you may have that feeling 
of “ugg” thinking about the office nonsense 
you will have to face.  Let’s face it, unless 
you have a trust fund, you have to work and 
not everyone at your workplace is someone 
you want to spend all day with.  You may 
find the following expressions helpful to 
remember when the offices games start to 
tap dance on your nerves:

Empty barrels make the most noise
Be above that
Give them enough rope and they will 

hang themselves
Consider the source
Crème always rises to the top
 Renee’ Gatz is the author of “Wise 

Words & Witty Expressions,” a collection of 
expressions Gatz heard repeatedly through-
out her growing years from her parents to 
help teach her how to keep life in perspec-
tive, remind her of what was important, and 
to laugh at foolishness so as not to take life 
too seriously.  These expressions and many 
others are captured in her book.

“In these challenging times that we are 
all facing today,” explains Gatz, “it is more 
important than ever to remind ourselves of 
what’s really important and to remember that 
even in our most challenging moments there 
are lessons to be learned that will benefit us 
going forward and laughs to be had.”

Gatz is currently working on a children’s 
version of “Wise Words & Witty Expres-
sions.”
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On 12/13/11 Buddies tavern hosted a meeting between local bar owners, the Sayreville Police 
Dept. and representatives from the Ensign John R. Elliot HERO campaign for designated 
drivers. Chief John Zebrowski spoke at the meeting asking those owners in attendance to 
become involved with the program. Participating establishments provide designated drivers 
with free soft drinks, wrist bands and decals for vehicles. The program was established in 
memory of Navy Ensign John R. Elliot of Egg Harbor Twp, NJ who was killed by a drunk 
driver on July 22, 2000. He was driving home from Annapolis, MD for his mother’s birthday 
when he died in a head on collision with a vehicle driven by a man who had been arrested 
for DUI and released earlier the same evening while still intoxicated. The tragedy resulted 
in the passing of “John’s Law” by the New Jersey Legislature. For more information on the 
program please visit www.herocampaign.org or call 1-866-700-HERO (4376).  
 Pictured (l-r): HERO campaign representatives David Iommarini and Keith Bevacqui, 
Buddies tavern owners Kathy and Karen Bailey, Sayreville Police Chief John Zebrowski, 
and Captain Jack Fitzsimmons.  (Photo/Info Submitted)

Michael Poll of the South Amboy Rotary Club is shown speaking  to students at Wilson 
Elementary School in Sayreville.  Each year the Rotary Club gives every third grader in the 
towns of Sayreville and South Amboy, a student dictionary.  The annual project which costs 
over $1,000 each year, is subsidized by various fundraisers the club hosts throughout the 
year.   (Photo/info submitted)

Locals On Deans 
List At MCC

A total of 1,063 students were named 
to the Dean’s List for fall 2011 at Middlesex 
County College. They include the following 
from Sayreville and South Amboy:

Sayreville 
Sarah E. Barnes, Wilmar Belizaire, 

Kelsey Leigh Bowen, Melissa Lynn Cala-
mari, Nicolle Marie Carrozza, Michael A. 
Chuntz, Michael L. Clark, Shannon T. Conry, 
Brian R. Demko, Brenda J. Diaz, Shawn Mi-
chael Haslach, Natasha Marie Kieselowsky, 
Jennifer K. Kosty, Anna Ama Kuffour, 
Christa A. Macagnone, Thahisha Shaminka 
Martinez, Chuntay Lovette McCoy, Youstina 
G. Mikhail, Brian M. Milbauer, Caitlin Ma-
rie Morris, John Ronald Myatt, Amanda L. 
Pereira, Ashley Nicole Pereira, Shazim M. 
Siddiqui, Thomas Fonda Thasites, Kristen 
Emily Wagner, Jonasz M. Witek, Ulyana S. 
Yagodintseva.

South Amboy
Heshaam W. Bayoumi, Nicholas J. 

Bonura, Timothy Allen Brinkerhoff, Me-
lissa Caraballo, Ashley Nicole Centanni, 
Alexander William Fedorka, Karamjit Kaur, 
Melissa Ann Kelleman, Jennifer Marcano, 
Kayla Chantal McDonald, Khalidah Nazar, 
Tariq A. Nazar, Renee N. Parsons, Maryann 
Ramirez, Nathaniel Samuel Ramos, Shiela 
Panaligan Reno, MacKenzie C. Russell, 
Paul Gilbert Saraiva, Jennifer Lynn Sebas-
tiao, Aateka Habib Siddique, Hira Shoaib 
Siddiqui, Danielle Rose Tucka, Victoria L. 
Walsh, David Wilday.

Zumba Fundraiser
A Zumba Fundraiser to support the 

Children of Sacred Heart School, will be 
held on Thursdays at 7 p.m.  The program 
will run for 8 weeks and cost $60.  Classes 
will be held in the cafeteria.  Starting date 
is Feb. 2nd.  For more info, please contact 
Denise at 732-525-9536 or zumbasayre-
ville@gmail.com.  

The Miraculous Prayer
Dear Heart of Jesus, in the past I have asked for many 

favors.  This time I ask you this my special one (mention 
favor).  Take it, Dear Jesus, and place it within your own 
broken heart, where your Father sees it.  Then, in His merci-
ful eyes, it will become your favor, not mine.  Amen.  (Say 
this prayer for 3 days, promise publication and your favor 
will be granted.  Never known to fail.)  -EP

This Month In 
South Amboy 

History
By Fran Fitzmorris

1895-On January 1st, the Borough of 
South Amboy Council officially changed 
the name of Chase Ave. to Bordentown Ave.  
The road outside South Amboy continued to 
be called Bordentown Pike.  It was named 
after Jim Borden, who ran a Stage Coach 
line from South Amboy/Perth Amboy to 
Bordentown from 1763-1768.  The road in 
South Amboy had been named after Mayor 
Chase, who supposedly was Mayor for 5 
consecutive 2-year terms.  Mayor Chase 
was also one of the leading businessmen of 
the last part of the 19th century, and early 
20th century.  

On or around January 18, 1895, the 
founding of the Mechanicsville Fire Compa-
ny took place.   Among the original founders 
were George Stolte and John Mullane.
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Winter Memories

1956-This vintage photo from the 
collection of former South Amboy resident 
Betty Lounsbury Silvaney shows her 
home on Augusta Street in South Amboy, 
covered with snow after a big snowfall hit 
“The Pleasant Little City.”

This creative work of snow art was submitted by South Amboy’s Ken Rogers.  Pretty 
interesting, don’t you think?

South Amboy Policeman Anton “Molly” 
Maliszewski  is pictured in a snowstorm in 
the late 1920’s or 30’s.  He was also St. 
Mary’s H.S. baseball coach for many years.  
(Photo courtesy of Al Gomolka Jr.)

The year “The Tank” Froze In South Amboy.  These vintage photos are believed to be 
from the 1920’s or 30’s of the South Amboy “Tank,” that was located between Bertram 
and Conlogue Avenues.  Notice the  photo (L) that shows people actually walking 
around on the huge mounds of ice, probably amazed at the interesting formations.  
(Photos courtesy of Al Gomolka Jr.)

Do you have any winter/snow memories in photos you would like to have pub-
lished in The SA Times?  Please send them by e-mail to: satimes@aol.com or by 
USPS to: SA Times, PO Box 3027, South Amboy, NJ. 08879  If you wish to have 
them returned, please enclose an Self addressed stamped envelope (SASE).  Also, if 
you have any favorite memories of local winters past, please write to us.  We’re sure 
our many readers would love to read about them. 
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Buddy Seibert:  An Amazing/Outstanding Career In Radio
By Tom Burkard

Morgan native Buddy Seibert was des-
tined from birth for a lifetime of music.  He 
says that, “I came from a musical family.  My 
mother, Elana Columbino (Helen Burk), sang 
with the legendary Sammy Kaye back in the 
40’s, my sister, who is an actress, married a 
very popular nightclub entertainer, Bobby 
Vale, my cousin Sal Mayo, sang with a 50’s 
group called The Four Voices, and had a hit 
song and appeared on American Bandstand.  
I remember waking up for school and having 
to step over sleeping musicians in the living 
room, because they played somewhere lo-
cally the night before.  Music was all around 
me when I was growing up.  When I was 12, I 
was at the Wagon Wheel in New York, where 
Bobby Vale and the Hollywood Twisters 
were playing, next door to the Peppermint 
Lounge during the “Twist” craze, and met 
Lee Marvin, Troy Donahue, Veronica Lake, 
Chuck McCann (my fave), Joey Dee of The 
Starlighters and Joe Pesci, who was a mem-
ber of The Starlighters band.  I remember 
being backstage with Wayne Newton at the 
Fremont Hotel in Las Vegas when I was 15.  
Natalie Wood was there, and I began one of 
my first childhood crushes.

Buddy has a lot of great memories of 
his boyhood days in the Morgan section 
of Sayreville.  “We used to play on a hill 
called “40 Horses.”  It overlooked the bay, 
and we imagined Morgan the Pirate hid his 
treasure somewhere at the foot of the hill.  
We spent many days looking for clues to the 
whereabouts of the booty.  I was an original 
member of the Morgan Panthers Pop Warner 
football team, and I wanted to call us the Mor-
gan Pirates, but was out voted.  The Greek’s 
soda fountain on South Pine Ave. was our 
hangout.  Chocolate “A” creams (Yes, they 
are called A creams, not egg creams), Vanilla 
cookies, pinball.  We used to put wooden 
blocks under the legs of the machine so it 
wouldn’t tilt.  We played tackle football on 
the greens, (The island between South Pine 
and Rt. 35.  If you went out of bounds, you 
got hit by a car)” he joked.

Seibert, who graduated from St. Mary’s 
Grammar School in ’65, recalled that “One 
year in St. Mary’s, we elected Sister Cleophas 
“Principal of the Year” in a contest run by 
WABC radio.  She won a color TV.”  After 8th 
grade, he attended Sayreville War Memorial 
HS, where he graduated in ’69.  He said, “At 
Sayreville High, we put together a 10 piece 
soul band to play at an assembly.  Joe Sura, 
Phil Eskiewicz on trumpets, Dean Musso 
and me on sax, Pappy Velez, bongos, Ed 
Grella, drums.  I can’t remember the rest of 
the guys, but we were smokin’!

In 1970, he got his first job as a DJ at a 
new nightclub in Sayreville called D’Scene, 
which was located on Rt. 9 North.   Buddy 
said that, “It was part of a franchise that, 
I believe, started in Philly.  There, I met 
Bruce Springsteen when he was with a 
band called Steel Mill.  They did a show 
there, and I’ll never forget a song they did 
called “Resurrection”—must have been my 
Catholic upbringing.  (Never saw the club 
so packed).”

In ’71, he traveled to Wildwood and 
met Gene Arnold, an aging Top 40 DJ who 
had a big following in Philly.  He was on 
WCAU, and also doing a show on WCMC 
in Wildwood.  Seibert recalled that, “He gave 
me my first chance as a DJ on radio.  I’ll 
never forget how scared I was when I opened 
the microphone for my first time just to say, 
‘This is WCMC in Wildwood!’  A year later, I 

hosted a TV show there too, called “Summer 
Stock.”  From there I landed a part time gig 
at WCTC in New Brunswick in 1976, and 
stayed there as a show host ‘til 1991, doing 
the afternoon drive shift and a show called 
“Tuxedo Junction” on Sundays.  In 1988, I 
was hired as a staff announcer for WEVD 
in New York.  So, I would leave my shift at 
WCTC and drive to 10th and Broadway in 
Greenwich Village to begin my overnight 
gig.  Needless to say, I didn’t get much sleep.  
I also hosted a show of big band music and 
standards there called, “New York’s Best 
Saturday Night.”  During that time, I was 
also hosting radio infomercials and doing 
voiceover work on a freelance basis.  Some 
of my commercials were for Sears, Disney, 
Panasonic (my first national spot).  I was 
also a partner in a radio jingle business.  
We wrote catchy music and words for our 
clients to provide them with a brand for their 
product.  On the side, I emcee’d  live music 
shows with big bands from the 40’s and rock 
and roll bands from the 50’s.

In 2000, WEVD was sold to ESPN, 
and they bought out my contract and said 
‘so long.’  Fortunately, I had been doing 
freelance work for Bloomberg radio and 
in a short time, I was hired.  I became the 
Senior Technical Producer for Bloomberg 
Radio Worldwide as well as voiceover artist 
for their in-house commercials.  I also did 
traffic reports for a bit over WBBR 1130 
Bloomberg’s New York outlet.”

While working at D’Scene in 1971, 
Buddy and a friend decided to present a show 
with Bruce Springsteen at the Sunshine In 
at First and Kingsley in Asbury Park.  Ac-
cording to Seibert,  “Many people think it 
was called the Sunshine Inn, but the name 
was taken from the song in the play “Hair,” 
“Age of Aquarius”…let the Sunshine In….”  
Buddy was doing some work for Bob Fisher, 
owner of the place, who helped him get 
started, and he knew Bruce from his gig 
at D’Scene.  “Springsteen was immensely 
popular around central and south Jersey, 
and I knew I could get him relatively cheap 
because he and his manager, Tinker, were 
experimenting with a new musical concept.  
Tinker told me he wanted to emulate the 
San Francisco scene.  The Grateful Dead, 
Jefferson Airplane, Quicksilver Messenger 
Service and others would play for hours on 
end and present wild diversions on stage.  
(In our show, Dr. Zoom had two guys 
playing chess on stage while cheerleaders 
were gyrating to the music).  Tinker was 
anxious to do it, and he signed for a show.  
(The posters say a band called Cornerstone 
was on the bill, but they had to back out 
and we got Godzilla to replace them.  Also 
our poster is featured full page in the book, 
“Springsteen,” page 31, Rolling Stone Press 
1985.  The place was packed and it looked 
like we were going to make some money 
until we found out the back emergency exit 
was broken open and people were pouring 
in unpaid.  We were lucky to break even.  
Bruce Springsteen had that thing that you 
recognize but can’t describe.  You just knew 
he was destined to go far.”

Because of his association with Sun-
shine In, Seibert was able to work with many 
famous bands such as Black Sabbath, Rick 
Derringer, and Johnny Winter, “An Albino 
with poor eyesight who had to be led on 
stage.  We were worried the night of his 
show that he might fall off the stage after 
he and a few of us “sipped” bourbon before 
he was to go on, said Seibert.  Other groups 

included Cactus, Savoy Brown, Allman 
Brothers, “I met Duane Allman just before 
he died.”  Buddy summed those times up 
by saying, “The Asbury Park music scene 
was exciting circa 1970.  It seemed like 
everyone eventually met up at the Upstage, 
an all night hangout.  No booze, but a lot of 
music on three floors.”

Buddy really enjoyed working for 
WCTC.  “Working for WCTC was a learn-
ing and very happy experience.  I learned 
virtually everything about radio broadcasting 
at that station.  It was not a big market sta-
tion, but the professionalism and talent that 
drove that place was considerable, and there 
were many WCTC alumni that went on to 
very successful radio careers in New York 
and nationally.  It was like a country family 
there.  It was hard to say goodbye.  

One of my best memories of WCTC was 
when I created a comic character called Mil-
ford Wiggins for the morning show hosted 
at the time by Bill Emerson.  Milford was 
a country singing hillbilly from Stop Gap, 
Arkansas, who wanted to make it big in the 
Big City.  It got lots of positive mail and was 
very popular for a time.”

Seibert said that “WCTC is right to be 
very local in its coverage.  It’s the best way 
to get a share of the market from the big 
boys.  Talk radio is fine, but there’s nothing 
wrong with throwing in a little good music 
now and then.”

Throughout his illustrious raido career 
as an on air host and technical producer, 
Buddy Seibert has met many celebrities 
and political figures.  He said that “Some 
that immediately come to mind are Alan 
Colmes (one of the best radio guys I ever 
met), Bill “The Amazin’” Mazer (sang opera 
every morning before his show to warm up), 
Al “Grandpa” Lewis from “The Munsters” 
(hilarious and always with a cigar), Mayor 
Ed Koch (always had to wake him up before 
airtime-wonder if Art Garfunkel is his son), 
Reggie Jackson (was, well, Reggie Jackson) 
and Joe Franklin (I believe the reason he is 
still so popular is because he is such a lov-
able guy and savvy in the “biz”), George 
Clooney, Johnny Depp, Michelle Pfieffer, 
Sean Penn, Shirley MacLaine, Leonardo 

DiCaprio, Dennis Quaid, Peter O’Toole, 
Angelina Jolie, Henry Kissinger, Robert 
Plant, Renee Zellweger.  These were just 
some of the people I’ve had the pleasure of 
meeting while working with them.  Char-
lie Rose broadcasts from the Bloomberg 
TV studios, and that also afforded many 
opportunities to meet some very famous 
people.  I also worked with Danny Aiello 
at Bloomberg.  I had known him from an 
after -hours club he ran on 9th Street in the 
Village in the early 70’s before he became 
a successful actor.  He didn’t remember me 
until I mentioned the name of his club.  Then 
we sat and reminisced. 

Buddy Seibert is quick to tell you that, 
“Music has influenced just about everything 
I’ve done in my life.  There is always a 
soundtrack in my own personal movie.  My 
tastes in music are wide—from classical to 
bluegrass.  My main joy is Jazz!  From the 
‘40’s to Be Bop in the 50’s, mainly.  I’ve 
studied American popular music from the 
1890’s to the present, and still have never 
heard better popular singers than Mel Torme 
and Ella Fitzgerald.”

He has never met former Sayreville 
resident Jon Bon Jovi, but knows Tico Torres, 
Bon Jovi’s drummer.  “I interviewed him on 
my “Tuxedo Junction Show on WCTC.  I 
also had the good fortune to interview big 
band great Woody Herman, and Keely Smith, 
Marlene verPlancke and Tiny Tim.”

When asked what he is most proud of, 
Buddy said, “The thing I’m most proud of is 
accomplishing what I set out to do early in 
my life.  When I was 16 years old, I decided 
I wanted to work in radio.  I was told back 
then it was a tough nut to crack—and it was.  
But, I made it to New York, the greatest 
radio market in the world, and stayed there 
for 20 years.”

Buddy Seibert is out of radio now and 
said that, “The business has changed dra-
matically.  It used to be locally owned and 
cared for.  Now it’s mostly corporate and 
consolidated, making for less opportunities.  
I still do occasional voiceover.  For the most 
part, I look back on a crazy and wonderful 
life in radio.” 
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Brief Histories Of Our South Amboy And Sayreville Catholic Schools
Cardinal McCarrick/St. Mary’s High 

School
Saint Mary’s High School had its of-

ficial beginnings on September 12, 1885, 
when four Sisters of Mercy of New Jersey 
from Bordentown (now North Plainfield) 
arrived.  The school moved into the old 
church building, where students used the 
kneelers for seats and the seats of pews as 
their desks.  The enrollment was 370 pupils, 
grades 1-11.

The school withstood several catas-
trophes including the 1918 Morgan Muni-
tions Explosion, the 1950 South Amboy 
Explosion, a fire in 1954 that gutted the top 
floor, and a huge fire on May 4, 1966, that 
caused severe damage, and the school was 
demolished.  The new school was built, and 
opened its doors on September 15, 1968 for 
the first time.   In order to ease the financial 
burden on St. Mary’s Parish, the high school 
became a Diocesan Regional High School of 
the new Diocese of Metuchen in September 
1987, and was officially called St. Mary’ 

Regional High School.  From September 
2000 through June 2001, the school was again 
renamed by the Diocese, and now known as 
St. Mary’s Diocesan High School.

In June 2001, Bishop Breen, Bishop of 
the Diocese of Metuchen renamed the school 
for Cardinal Theodore McCarrick, First 
Bishop of the Diocese of Metuchen.

At the present time, the school , which 
is officially called Cardinal McCarrick/St. 
Mary’s High School has students coming 
from 40 communities, and is staffed by 40 
professional educators.  A profile of last 
year’s graduates indicates that 100% went 
on to post-secondary education.

In the words of the late Msgr. Sullivan, 
“Built on many lives, many sacrifices, and 
many years, St. Mary’s High School contin-
ues its dedication to education and youth.”  
Today, Cardinal McCarrick/St. Mary’s 
High School continues this rich history and 
tradition.

Our Lady Of Victories
The church was dedicated in 1889, and 

Father Danielou was responsible for organiz-
ing a parish in which a church, rectory, and 
convent were built.  The church basement 
housed the school.  The Sisters of St. Francis, 
who came from Philadelphia, were the first 
nuns who taught in the school.

The original school building was con-
structed in 1930, and in 1960, an expansion 
of just under 2,500 feet was added.  Students 
in grades Pre-K3 through 8 are educated at 
Our Lady of Victories.  

St. Stanisalus Kostka
St. Stanislaus Kostka Church was 

organized in 1914 by its Pastor, Rev. John 
J. Pawlowski.  Immediately upon taking 
charge, the pastor started the erection of the 
church and school.  The first services were 
held for Christmas 1914, and the school 
was officially opened in September 1914 
in charge of the Felician Sisters.

The groundbreaking ceremony for a 
new school was held on May 26, 1963, with 
Father Ladislaus Madura scooping the first 
shovel of dirt.  St. Stanislaus Kostka’s new 

school blessing and dedication ceremony 
was held in 1964 simultaneously with the 
parish’s Golden Jubilee 1914-1964.

Sacred Heart 
In 1895, under Rev. M.F. Orzechowski, 

the first pastor, construction was begun on a 
parish church and school, and the number of 
parishioners swiftly increased.  In 1902, the 
Sisters from the Congregation of St. Felix of 
Cantalicio, popularly known as the Felician 
Sisters, arrived at the parish from Buffalo, 
NY, to take over the post of teaching and 
directing the school. 

  In 1943 for the first time in the history 
of Sacred Heart School, a kindergarten was 
opened.  

On August 6, 1957, $950,000 was allo-
cated to furnish completely, the new addition 
to Sacred Heart School.  This project included 
9 classrooms, gymnasium, cafeteria, library, 
administration office, health room, faculty 
room, kitchen, music room and lavatories.  In 
’58 plans for major repairs and renovations 
to the old school were made. 

1971-Enthusiastic students at Sacred Heart School really enjoyed their class.

1964-Sister Inviolata’s 8th grade class posed for an excellent picture at St. Stan’s.

2002-Sister Kateri (l) taught Advanced Placement Biology (AP), as student Dan Szatkowski 
was ready to give his assistance.

2011 Middle School students from Our Lady of Victories School in Sayreville brought 
Christmas cheer on December 13 to the retired Sisters of Mercy at McAuley Hall located 
in the Watchungs.(Photo Submitted)
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Ray Rupp, owner of Rupp’s Ace Hardware is excited about the new Clark & Kensington 
Paint & Primer which is an exclusive Ace Hardware product.  Stop in and see the great new 
product, which is available in designer colors and 6 finishes.  (Photo by Tom Burkard)

On December 10th, the 50th Chemical Company Unit from the National Guard held a 
Christmas party at the Sayreville VFW.  Students from Our Lady of Victories School in 
Sayreville volunteered their services and had the privilege to interact with the soldiers and 
their families. (Photo Submitted)

Our Vibrant Sacred Heart Church – South 
Amboy

by Dr. Jorge Gonzalez Gomez, Chairman School Advisory Council

The South Amboy and Sayreville Com-
munity should take great pride in its 117 
year history of Sacred Heart Church (SHC). 
Over the past two decades, I’ve seen the 
metamorphosis of our Church. 

SHC has continued to make contempo-
raneous improvements to replace antiquated 
infrastructure. Most recent, the old dilapi-
dated wooden doors were replaced with en-
ergy efficient glass panel bronze doors. With 
great pride we’ve seen the edification of the 
lighted Pope John Paul II Shrine and life-size 
statue of Pope John Paul II that beautifully 
adorns our grounds. The shrine will also 
house personalized pavers for parishioners 
to honor their loved ones.

The Rectory is another jewel to be ad-
mired. During the summer, the green thumb 
of the Associated Pastor Fr. Marion trans-
forms the grounds into an oasis of various 
species of plants, trees and vegetables. In 
the winter, it is a scenic display of lights and 
nativity set. Fr. Marion also plays a vital role 
in evangelizing the Polish community.

Strategically located amongst all major 
highways, SHC and school is an obvious 
choice for the Faithfull and parents that 
traverse through Middlesex County by car, 
train or bus. The recently re-paved and 
striped parking lot accommodates over one 
hundred cars for services. New signage on 

Washington Avenue and Main Street alert 
motorist of special events. 

The cornerstone of SHC, our children, 
Americas Future Leaders - from the Creative 
Kids Center, to our Pre-K program and our 
grammar school, all aid in the transformation 
of our children into upright Christians. The 
vibrant CCD programs aids in the Christian 
transformation of children throughout the 
surrounding communities. The diversity 
seen amongst Sacred Heart School children 
correlates well with the ethnic influx that 
canvases Middlesex County. 

In Conclusion; SHC and school is fortu-
nate to have (1) committed parishioners and 
parents of school children who support the 
mission of our Parish, (2) our Principal; Sr. 
Marie Connolly and faculty who instill our 
children with Christian values and knowl-
edge necessary to succeed, (3) countless 
volunteers that offer their time to numer-
ous parish based organization that are the 
backbone of our vibrancy, (4) Deacon Serge 
who aids in the promulgation of our faith 
in the community and finally  (5) the good 
stewardship of Pastor, Fr. Romanoski who 
has lead his flock through tough times and 
thus strategically positioned Sacred Heart 
Church ready to meet the growing needs of 
our diverse community – Fr. Romanoski is 
also well liked for his chanted services. 
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On 12/13/11 Kyle Babulak (l), son of Cheryl (c) & Greg Babulak and grandson of Marge 
Gorczyca (r), graduated from the Somerset County Police Academy and the 21st Corrections 
Officer Recruit Graduating Class. While attending the Academy, Kyle was the Class Leader 
and gave the Corrections Recruit Class Leader Address and also received the prestigious 
New Jersey County Jail Warden’s Association Excellence Award! This award is presented 
to the corrections recruit who consistently demonstrates the principles of leadership and 
a commitment to excellence during basic training. Congratulations Kyle! (Photo/Info 
Submitted)

December Winners
Last month’s mystery photo was of 

Tarallo’s Tavern on Bordentown Ave and the 
corner of Prospect Street in South Amboy, 
and is now a Krauszer’s Store. Years ago it 
was also known as Tarallo’s City Line Bar. 
Congratulations to the winners who correctly 
identified the picture: Marian Mills, Jim 
Bourke, W. Tom Kross, Pat & Bill Scully, 
Tommy Seig, Glenn Kreiger, Karen Herrman 
Csanadi, Joe Lotkowictz, Patricia Stevens, 
Toni Ruszala, Gerry Sherry, Charlie Kampo, 
Rob Sekerak.  Incorrect answers were Corner 
Pub on Feltus St. in South Amboy; Pat’s 
Pub in Sayreville; May & Jack’s Tavern on 

WWW.?

Happy New Year!  Good luck with this fairly 
easy mystery photo!  Send your answers to: 
satimes@aol.com.

Tom,
A belated 20th 

Anniversary wish 
to The South Amboy-
Sayreville Times, which 
is like a fine old wine that’s been mellowing 
out over the years to become one of the finest 
newspapers in print, while serving the local 
area with great pride and dignity.  Like the 
old wine master, you take the stories, articles, 
and pictures, mix them together every month, 
and provide an outstanding publication for 
all your readers.  We know with your keen 
and capable mind, the paper will be around 
and successful for many years to come.

Congratulations,
Joe Lotkowictz
South Amboy  

Hello, 
 I am contacting you on behalf of Johnny 

on the Spot, Inc in Old Bridge with regards 
to the recent article by Henry the DJ entitled 
Fort Dix and Christmas 1967. We were 
delighted to read the article that referenced 
our portable restrooms, trucks and our great 
service. In honor of this article and “Christ-
mas connection” to our company, we would 
love to send Henry the DJ one of our replica 
stress relievers (see attached photo). Would 
you be able to provide me with his address 
or would you please give him my email ad-
dress and phone number (below)? 

 Marvin Hyer Jr. 
Marketing & Sales Manager 

Thank You
The Sayreville Recreation Department 

would like to send a special  thank you to 
all the families and business that help make 
our Annual Toy Drive a huge success. It is 
through your generosity that we are able 
to bring needy families in our community 
some joy and happiness this Holiday Season. 
Thank you all.

From all of us at the Sayreville Rec-
reation Department to all of you, Happy 
Holidays and have a safe and Happy New 
Year.

Regards,
Jerry Ust

Vintage Truck

Can anyone identify this vehicle that appears to be a milk truck from the 1940’s?  Better 
yet, would anyone known the milkman pictured?  (Photo courtesy of Lynn Loy)

AULD LANG SYNE
By Elaine Holton Scott

“Should old acquaintance be forgot, 
and never brought to mind?  Should old 
acquaintance be forgot…and…old…lang…
syne…?”

With age, we seem to become very 
sentimental about our past and the people 
who had shared in it.  For those of us who 
have “bid adieu” to middle-age, the early 
times of life are “alive” now only in our 
memories.  This brand new year of 2012 has 
made me nostalgic once again, remembering 
old friends from the days of long ago or, as 
the Scottish Robert Burns famously called 
it in 1788, “old lang syne.”  Thanks to the 
internet, “auld lang syne” doesn’t seem so 
long ago at all.

Logging onto the “social network,” 
Facebook, is like opening a living album.   
Facebook helps us to reconnect with old 
friends and classmates…the same kids who 
had walked the same streets; watched the 
same TV programs; knew the same people; 
and who had been influenced by the same 
time in life.  It doesn’t matter that their 
personal photographs show “5% Discount 
Every Wednesday” recipients.  Our minds, 
thankfully, insist on seeing the images of 
youth instead.  Since each one of our peers 
is a reflection of our own mortality, it’s also 
very comforting, indeed, to hear they are 
keeping busy and enjoying this “gray hair 
(or no hair) time of life.”

I remember when another county had 
seemed like a far-away place, as no one had 
really traveled much at all.  In those days, 
even getting or making a long-distance phone 
call was about as rare as getting a pomegran-
ate, or Chinese apple, as we had called them.  
The world has surely “shrunk” since then, 
and many of us have moved far from where 
we had been born.  Yet, with computer email 
and networking sites, staying in touch “with 
our beginnings,” in my case, South Amboy, 
is just a few key strokes away.

“For auld lang syne, my dear, for old 
lang syne, we’ll take a cup of kindness yet, 
for auld… lang… syne…”

On email:  Tom Burkard, my “little” 
cousin, dear friend and publisher of the 
SATimes, Nancy Newcomb Schade, my 
“forever” best friend, Fran Fitzmorris, who 
had sat in St. Mary’s 1st Grade class with 
me and now is my “writing buddy” for this 
newspaper, my “young neighbor,” Joey Jesko 
(Jaskowiak), whose dad used to “gift us” with 
those Chinese apples from his produce truck, 
Linda Switzer Zakrzewski, who started first 
grade with me in St. Mary’s, then, graduated 
with me twelve years later from Hoffman, 
Eileen Salmon Nalepa, a friend from “the 
early years” at St. Mary’s now residing in 
snowy Colorado, John Jonap, whose dad, Dr. 
Jonap, had helped to keep us well, and John 
Arden Warga, a “brother” to me through all 
the many decades.

Facebook friends from St. Mary’s:  
Helen Eldridge Petriello, Rick O’Connor, 
Carol Keenan McDonnell, Arlene Krieger 
Brateris, Mary Ferguson Cimino, Gaye 
Iacuzzi O’Leary, Fran Freeman, John Gelsi-
non, Mary Kennedy McCarthy, Peggy Kurtz 
Gontkof, Kathy Farrell Kelly, Christine 
Zebro Kerstetter, Dave Boehm, and Donna 
Chuilli Kennedy.

Facebook friends from Hoffman High:  
Mary Lou Thomas DeBlis, Dave Parsons, 
Joyce Letts Schaber, and Joe Brinamen.

To my other Facebook buddies who 
were to follow in our footsteps:  Beth New-
comb and Janey Newcomb Prusakowski, 
(Nancy N.’s younger sisters), Norine Crod-
dick Switzer, daughter of my long ago next 
door neighbor, Jimmy Croddick, and Peggy 
Pappa, “baby sister” to my old Mechanics-
ville friend, Johnny.

HAPPY NEW YEAR AND HAPPY 
MEMORIES, EVERYONE!!!
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The Sacred Heart 
School Raffle

The prize includes: one-night lodging in 
a luxury suite at the Chimney Hill Estate Inn 
in Lambertville, NJ, wine and cheese upon ar-
rival, $100 gift voucher for Marsha Brown’s 
Restaurant in Lambertville, champagne w/ 
etched Chimney Hill Inn gift flutes tour of 
nearby Unionville Vineyards an “alpaca” 
gift from the Chimney Hill Inn Alpaca Gift 
Shop, sumptuous breakfast in bed.

Tickets are $10 and the drawing will 
be held on January 29th at the Sacred Heart 
School open house during Catholic Schools 
Week.  100% of the proceeds go to the 8th 
grade class of 2012. Anyone interested in 
purchasing a chance, please contact Cathy 
Wojciechowski at (732)721-2967.

Thank you for your support! SHS Class 
of 2012
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YMCA

Most people are unaware that there have been three YMCA’s in The City of South Amboy.  
Pictured is the first, that was located on lower First Street across the railroad tracks.  It 
was known as the Pennsylvania Railroad (PRR) YMCA.  (Photo/info courtesy of Anna 
Harris-Friberg)

In this one-of-a-kind photo, the second YMCA in South Amboy was draped in flags and 
banners, probably for a holiday or parade.  The young man on the right was identified as 
a memer of the Faffer family.  As you can see by the sign on the top of the building, this 
was also known as the PRR YMCA, and was located on the exact spot the current South 
Amboy City Hall sits.  (Photo/info courtesy of Anna Harris-Friberg) 

The current YMCA of South Amboy features all state-of-the-art facilities, health programs, 
and much more for its members.  (Photo by Tom Burkard)

YMCA Invites Sayreville Residents to 
Open House Weekend

The South Amboy YMCA will be host-
ing an Open House Weekend on Saturday, 
January 21 and Sunday, January 22.  All 
Sayreville and Parlin residents are invited 
to come to the Y and see what we have to 
offer.  This is the perfect opportunity to tour 
our facility, learn about the programs we 
provide, and participate in all of the special 
events that are scheduled throughout the 
weekend.  This free event will take place at 
the YMCA located at 200 John T. O’Leary 
Blvd in South Amboy, NJ.  

YMCA Program Directors have planned 
a variety of Special Events for the weekend.  
Saturday’s events include an Introductory 
“Learn to Swim” class from 11:30-12:15pm, 
a variety of Group Exercise classes from 
Group Cycling to Zumba, Toddler Enrich-
ment classes, a Karate Class Demo for chil-
dren ages 4-8 from 11:30-12pm, and Family 
Volleyball from 12-2pm.  We will also be 
hosting a Camp S.A.Y. Open House from 
11am-1pm for families that are interested 

in learning more about our 2012 Summer 
Camp.

Sunday’s events include Aqua Aerobics 
classes at 10am and 11am, additional Group 
Exercise classes, Evaluations with a Personal 
Trainer from 12:30-2:30pm, a Basketball 
Demo Clinic for children ages 5-10 from 
1-1:45pm, and an Active Youth Class for 
children ages 10-14 from 2-3pm.

Our partners at Raritan Bay Medical 
Center will be providing health and wellness 
screenings from 10am-2pm on Saturday and 
Sunday.  Stop by to have your blood pres-
sure or glucose levels checked, or to ask 
Physicians from RBMC’s Human Motion 
Institute all of your Sports Injury related 
questions.

Bring a friend, tell your neighbor, and 
come experience all the South Amboy Y 
has to offer!  For more information, call 
732-553-9622 or visit our website at www.
ymcaofmewsa.org. 

The Story Of Company F
By Fran Fitzmorris

Company F was South Amboy’s first 
and only all-civilian defense force.  The 
time was 1917 during World War I.  It’s an 
inspirational story of patriotism and hero-
ism, and one of putting preparedness into 
action.  It begins in early 1917, when the 
port of South Amboy was one of the lead-
ing ports for shipping hazardous freight 
(munitions and shells) off to the countries 
at war.  In March of 1917, South Amboy 
organized their own Home Defense League.  
Less than a month later, the US entered the 
war on the side of the allies.  (England and 
France) vs. the central powers (Germany).  
It then became absolutely essential that the 
town give the fullest measure of protection, 
especially from sabotage to the town’s dock 
area.  To this end, Company F was estab-
lished and the person most responsible for 
this company was Captain Edwin Roddy of 
the regular army.

This Company was established for civil-
ians only who were untrained and without 
any military experience.  Most of them had 
failed the requirements for being accepted 
into the U.S. Army.  This was their way of 
doing their part for town and country.  On 
Oct. 5, 1917, the Company was sworn in as 
part of the 3rd Battalion of the NJ Militia.  
Company F would train side-by-side with 
the regular army stationed in the area.  This 
training took place at Sea Girt.  The main 
function of the army unit was to protect the 
munitions plants from sabotage.  These plants 
would soon include the Gillespie Munitions 
located in Morgan.

Company F and what they did for the 
town cannot be overstated.  They patrolled 
24/7, the streets and the shoreline.  They 
brought great comfort to the “locals” just 

knowing their own was out there.  The ex-
plosion at the Gillespie Munitions plant in 
Morgan on the night of Oct. 4, 1918, brought 
out the best in this all-civilian company.  
Company F was convinced that it was just a 
matter of time before an explosion, acciden-
tally or by sabotage, would happen.  Working 
with the 3rd Battalion of the NJ Militia and 
the Red Cross Women’s Ambulance Corps, 
they formed a contingency plan of getting 
help in and out of the plant.  Without this 
plan, the disaster that took place could have 
turned out much worse.  At 7:30 p.m. on the 
night of Oct. 4, the first shells exploded, and 
this continued for almost 24 hours.

After the explosion, Company F was the 
last voice out to the military authority, the 
last radio connection before all telephone 
connection was lost.  For the next several 
days, the Company was all alone in the plant, 
“the only Americans under fire.”  The war 
was not 3,000 miles away for the men of 
Company F.  “They had never been taught 
how to overcome an artillery barrage, but 
received a taste of it.”  The Company went 
by “hot duds” that didn’t stay duds for long, 
but exploded after landing.

They searched for the dead and wounded 
among the ruins.  They were supposed to 
be infantry soldiers, but became stretcher 
bearers tending to the wounded and the dead.  
They slept in the middle of the roads since 
that was the only safe place.  They spent 
part of 7 days on 24 hour duty.  No one from 
Company F died.  The citizens returning to 
the town knew little of the hardships of the 
hometown militia.  When other soldiers 
began returning to the plant, they found the 
civilian soldiers still working.  Their heartfelt 
dedication should never be forgotten!  
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MCC Opens Center for Veterans Services
Military veterans coming to college 

face unique problems. If they are return-
ing from serving overseas, those issues are 
compounded.

That’s why Middlesex County College 
has started the Center for Veterans Services, 
a one-stop center that will provide aid, as 
well as act as a place for returning veterans 
to feel at home. The center was opened in 
December with a brief ceremony attended 
by faculty, administrators, staff and College 
Board members. The audience included 
Doug Breen, Middlesex County veterans 
coordinator; Bob Rosania, president of the 
College’s Veterans and Service Members 
Association; State Senator Linda Greenstein, 
Assemblyman Wayne DeAngelo and As-
semblyman Upendra Chivukula.

“Veterans face numerous problems 
when they re-integrate into civilian life,” 
said Dave Brimmer, the Center’s director. 
“There’s a lot of red tape between them and 
the benefits they’ve earned: educational, 
financial and medical. In addition, they may 
be working through hidden readjustment is-
sues – with conditions such as post-traumatic 
stress disorder and the like. Others may have 
less formidable issues to deal with, but are 
still transitioning from one phase of their 
life to another.”

The center is funded by a grant from 
the Willard T.C. Johnson Foundation. It is 
for three years at $135,000 per year – a total 
of $405,000.

College President Joann La Perla-Mo-
rales said the College is very pleased to be 
able to extend services to veterans.

“We have always welcomed our veter-
ans and the center will allow us to expand 
our services to provide more comprehensive 
programs for them,” she said. “We are very 
grateful to the Willard T.C. Johnson Founda-
tion for making this happen.”

George J. Lisicki, a member of the 
College’s Board of Trustees and former com-
mander-in-chief of the national Veterans of 
Foreign Wars, spoke during the ceremony. 
He said the veterans of Iraq and Afghanistan 
are different than those of the Vietnam era, 
when he served. Then, most were drafted 
right out of high school; the newer veterans 
were all volunteers, and many have homes 
and families.

“We as a nation need to take care of 
our veterans,” he said. “I want to thank 
each and every one of them for serving 
their country.”

Brimmer said the focus of the center 
is on assisting with the transition from the 
military to the campus, and making sure 
student veterans use the educational benefits 
to which they are entitled, both at Middlesex 
and at a four-year school if they transfer.

He added that the center would also 
serve as a liaison between veterans and Col-
lege departments, and he hopes it will be a 
place for veterans to relax between classes; 
this will also allow them to socialize with 
each other.

“We want to be a one-stop shop for 
veterans on campus,” he said. “The more 
contact we have with them, the more we 
can meet their needs.”

At present, there are 225 veterans en-
rolled as students at Middlesex.

Brimmer was a sergeant with eight years 
of Army service and three combat tours in 
Iraq. He holds a Bachelor’s Degree from 
The College of New Jersey. His assistant, 
Paul Lazaro, is a corporal in the New Jersey 
Army National Guard and has two tours in 
Iraq. He holds two Associate Degrees from 
Middlesex County College and is currently 
in the National Security Studies Program 
at New Jersey City University, which holds 
classes at Middlesex.

Fishin’ Memories

Frank Glennon from the South Amboy Elks (c), is shown making a donation of an Ipad 2 to 
the A-50 classroom at the Center For Lifelong Learning in Parlin.  (Photo/info submitted)

June 1971-The catch of the day is shown 
by (l) Gary Bouchard and his brother Billy 
Bouchard (r).  This was the prelude of the 
biggest thing yet to come, for Gary, whose 
dream came true when he became the 
Captain of his own party fishing boat, “The 
Misty Morn,” which he proudly operated for 
many years before passing away in 2009.  
(Photo/info courtesy of Joe Lotkowictz/
Charlie Koerner)

Fishing Flashes  
By Teo “Weebles” Weber

Salt Water
It’s the Weeblemeister one again wising 

you a great fishing season for 2012. Striped 

Bass are still being caught mostly on jigs.  
The recent cold weather will chase out any 
Bluefish that still remain.  They are still 
catching some Bass in the surf at Island Beach 
and south.  Sand eels are the bait that is real 
thick and drawing in the Bass. With water 
temperatures staying high, even large Blue 
fin Tuna have been seen jumping for the bait a 
few miles off the beach.  Party Boat Blackfish 
trips are very good with pool winners in the 8 
pound class.  There have been bigger, going 
up to 12 pounds; otherwise Ling are making 
a good showing n the Mud Hole with a few 
Cod.  Dogfish are still a nuisance. I checked 
the Bay surf fishing in the Cliffwood Beach 
area a few times. The people I saw fishing 
didn’t seem to have caught any fish-just as 
well as of now you can’t keep any Stripers 
until March 1st in the Bay.  Party Boats went 
off shore looking for Mackerel but didn’t find 
any.  They did find Bluefish.  Sea Herring 
are being caught inshore so you know water 
temps are on the way down.  Mackerel are 
off the New England coast.  I don’t expect 
we will see any sign of them until around 
mid January.

Fresh Water
Be sure to pick up your 2012 fishing 

License with your Trout stamp!!  My wife 
and I returned the areas on the Black River 
where I had some great catches, but no luck.  
We didn’t do much of anything. With all the 
streams at very high levels, fishing is tough.  
Try the boat ramp areas at Round Valley 
Reservoir for Trout moving close to shore.
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Music Trivia
Free, Freedom

By Tom Burkard
1.__Freebird  a. The Beatles
2.__Free Fallin’ b. The Rascals
3.__Free Ride c. Chicago
4.__Born Free d. Aretha Franklin
5.__Freedom e. Lynyrd Skynyrd
6.__People Got To Be Free f. Elton John
7.__Free As A Bird g. Tom Petty
8.__Freeway Of Love h. Roger Williams
9.__Philadelphia Freedom i. Edgar Winter Group
10._Free j. Richie Havens

Answers
1e 2g 3i 4h 5j 6b 7a 8d 9f 10c.  

This is a picture of the second album released by The Scibek Brothers Orchestra, which was 
released in 1975.  In photo standing (l-r) Walt “Skip” Scibek-sax and clarinet, Ben Scibek-
accordion.  Kneeling (l-r) Bob Mulaez-drums, Walt Balinski-trumpet, George Jackson-trumpet, 
and Joe “Lock” Lotkowictz-Fender Bass.  (Photos/info by Joe Lotkowictz)

The Scibek Brothers Orchestra cut this 45 rpm vinyl record, “Peanuts Polka” in 1972, and it was 
popular with fans at all of their shows.  The orchestra had its home base in Sayreville.

The Scibek Brothers Orchestra
By Joe Lotkowictz

The Scibek Brothers Orchestra wasn’t 
only a premier Polka orchestra, but also pro-
vided entertainment for weddings, dances, 
cruise ships, nightclubs, radio exposure, and 
many other activities/occasions in the New 
Jersey area and neighboring vicinities.  

The orchestra traveled quite a bit, but 
managed to record a single and two albums.  
The single’s “A” side was “Peanuts Polka,” 
recorded in 1972.  Their first album was titled 
“You’re My Baby” and was released in 1974.  

The following year, they cut another album, 
“Polka Pleasures.”

The Scibek Brothers Orchestra was 
musically motivated from energy of appre-
ciation and responsive audiences, fan clubs, 
and most of all guidance and inspiration 
from their parents, wives, and the general 
public, which made them a great attraction 
and success in their music endeavors over 
the years.

New Christmas 
Songs

By Tom Burkard
In addition to the beautiful new 

Christmas song, “Where’s The Line To See 
Jesus” by Becky Kelley, two other very 
nice Christmas tunes, were released and are 
worth listening to on Youtube.com.  “There’s 
Still Christmas” recorded in 1981 by the 
late Clarence Clemons, and “Say Merry 
Christmas” by the American Christian Life 
United (ACLU) Choir, with the vocal by 
Carrie Rinderer, ranked right up there on 
our new 2011 Christmas songs list.   

#1 Pop Hits-Jan. 21
2007-Irreplaceable-Beyonce
1999-Have You Ever?-Brandy
1985-Like A Virgin-Madonna
1971-Knock Three Times-Dawn
1967-I’m A Believer-The Monkees
1959-Smoke Gets In Your Eyes-The Plat-
ters

#1 Country Hits-
Jan. 21

2004-There Goes My Life-Kenny 
Chesney
1995-Not A Moment Too Soon-Tim Mc-
Graw
1988-One Friend-Dan Seals
1973-Soul Song-Joe Stampley
1969-Daddy Sang Bass-Johnny Cash
1956-Sixteen Tons-Tennessee Ernie Ford

You Tube-In
By Tom Burkard

If you have a little free time to go You 
Tube-In at youtube.com, you might enjoy 
some of the following:

There’s a great version of The Bob Seger 
System 1969 hit, “Ramblin’ Gamblin’ Man.  
Surprisingly I never heard it before, but 
researched it and found the song peaked at 
#17…Bobby Darin’s “If I Were A Carpenter” 
Live 1973 aired on TV 9 months before his 
death at 37 years old…A couple of interesting 
instrumentals to check out are “Our Winter 
Love,” by Bill Pursell, a beautiful song by 
an excellent pianist, that reached #9 in 1963.  
“Raunchy” by Bill Justis is a terrific instru-
mental, which has been covered by numerous 
artists.  This tune hit #2 in 1957…

Locals on youtube.com that are defi-
nitely worth watching are The Paul Dehnz 
Band featuring several outstanding songs 
recorded live in the studio such as “Can 
You Feel The Love,” “Macarena,” “Do 
You Love Me,” “Be My Lover,” and the 
instrumental “In The Mood.”  There is also 
another song, “Paradise By The Dashboard 
Light” performed live at the Dehnz Yard 
Annual Picnic in 1996…An instrumental, 
“My Dream,” which was written, arranged 
and produced by Frank Dill in 1980 features 
Michael Schwartzer (Frank’s cousin) on 
drums, the late Leroy Dill (Frank’s father) 
on guitar, and of course, Frank Dill…

Channel 13 Pop 
Rock Bonanza

By Tom Burkard
Channel 13 TV station recently broad-

cast an outstanding “60’s Pop Rock Show” 
featuring a huge lineup of great entertainers 
from the 1960’s.  Peter Noone of Herman’s 
Hermits was the MC, and also performed.  
Other names you may remember included: 
Davy Jones of  The Monkees; Mark Lindsay 
of Paul Revere & The Raiders; The Vogues; 
The Jefferson Starship turned in an awesome 
version of “Somebody To Love,” which was 
a mega hit for the Jefferson Airplane in the 
‘60’s; Roger McGuinn of The Byrds; The 
Kingsmen; Percy Sledge; Chad & Jeremy; 
Mitch Ryder; The Ventures; The Miracles; 
Eddie Floyd; Question Mark ?; Gary Lewis & 
The Playboys; Cannibal And The Headhunt-
ers; Eddie Holman; Steam; Lou Christie.

South Amboy High School won their first round challenge in MSG Varsity’s “The Challenge” 
against Parsippany High School.The South Amboy team is represented by (l-r) Michelle 
Delongis, Academic Advisor, Taylor Bernosky, Nicholas Biesiada (Captain), Jared Cotter, 
Host, Tyler Simko, Lingting Shi and Michael Gualtieri, Alternate. (Photo/Info Submitted)

Coming Soon!
The SA Times

Scavenger Hunt 
Photo Contest
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Sophomore guards Steve Herdman (l) and Nick Kales (r) have been lighting up the 
scoreboard for Coach Lenny Reyes’ South Amboy Governors boys’ basketball club this 
season.  (Photo by Brian Stratton)

Gorczynski Stars
Olivia Gorczynski burned the nets for 

18 points, connecting on 6-for-10 three point 
field goal attemps, to lead all scorers as her 
Chestnut Hill College team lost to Holy 
Family University, 85-69.  Gorczynski, a 
Cardinal McCarrick/St. Mary’s 2010 gradu-
ate, has played in only 4 games so far, but is 
the team’s leading scorer with an 11.8 avg., 
while racking up 47 points.

Eagles Sweep 
Bombers

Cardinal McCarrick/St. Mary’s boys 
and girls basketball teams both defeated 
neighboring Sayreville teams recently.  In 
boys action, the Eagles blasted the Bomb-
ers, 66-47, as sophomore sensation Marques 
Townes poured in 23 points, grabbed 5 
rebounds and blocked 4 shots.  Teammate 
Jumanne McDaniel tossed in 14 points and 
hauled in 7 rebounds, while Mohammad Alli 
scored 11. The Lady Eagles beat Sayreville, 
45-32, as Alyssa McDonough topped all 
scorers with 28 points, hitting 9-for-13 on 
the free throw line.  Rachel Harris found the 
mark for 11 for the Blue & Gray.

24

High School Sports
(As of Jan. 12)

By Tom Burkard

Boys Basketball
Cardinal McCarrick (7-2) Once again, 

Coach Joe Lewis has his Eagles off and run-
ning on a fine start.  Soph, Marques Townes 
who scored 35 points in a win over New 
Brunswick, leads the scoring parade, and gets 
lots of help from Alonzo Hamilton, Jumanne 
McDaniel and Mohammad Alli.

South Amboy (4-5) Second year Coach 
Lenny Reyes has seen vast improvement 
from last season’s inexperienced (4-19) club.  
Nick Kales, Steve Herdman, and Joe Frun-
chillo have been topping the scoring attack.  
Herdman was selected to the All-Tournament 
Team in the Keansburg Tournament over 
the holidays.

Sayreville (2-7) Coach John Wojcik’s 
Bombers are off to a tough start again this 
year.  However, the offense gets some spark 
from standouts such as Cody Van Note, 
Corey Taite, Bryant Webb, Joe Saitta, Trey 
Johnson, and Justin Luna.

Girls Basketball
Cardinal McCarrick (3-4) Coach Lynn 

Ust is faced with a rebuilding year, but has 
seen some scoring firepower from junior 
Alyssa McDonough, who was selected to 
the All-Tournament Team in the Holmdel 
Tournament over the holidays.  She also 
burned the nets for 31 points in the Eagles’ 
first win over New Brunswick.   Candace 
Turner and Shannon McCleery have also 
put some points on the board. 

South Amboy (2-6) First year Coach 
Ed English, has high hopes for the Lady 
Guvs, who have 5 returning players from 
last season’s  (13-11) squad.  Catie Mota, 
Andie Garcia, freshman Kyra Kuhn, and 
Nicole Burns appear to be the big guns so 
far for the Purple & Gold.

Sayreville (2-6) Coach Tara Currie’s 
club is off to a slow start.  Freshman Amanda 

Quintero is the leading scorer and gets 
support from Rachel Harris and Andrea 
Payne. 

Wrestling
Sayreville (1-3) Looking good for 

the Bombers and their records so far are:  
Damon Lee (4-2) Joe Fischer (5-1), Brian 
McDonough (4-2), Vince Gambardello (3-3), 
Anthony Taillefer (4-4).

Boys Bowling
Sayreville (8-2-1)Top bowlers recently:  

Jay Ciszewski, Mike Danchisco, A.J. An-
gotti, Ryan Aucone, Kevin Nettler, Mike 
Bernstein, Andrew Danchiseo. 

Cardinal McCarrick (7-4) Top bowlers 
recently are Zack Durso, John Miller, Dan 
Fehl, Gabe Tirado, Bob Krimmin, Ryan 
Zsamba, Mitch Farrell.

South Amboy (3-5) Top bowler-Phil 
Oppenheimer.

Girls Bowling
Cardinal McCarrick (10-0) The talented 

Lady Eagles led by standout Nicole Higgins, 
also feature an outstanding lineup of Katie 
Latham, Liz Farrell, Shayna O’Connor, 
Katie Rose Noble, Kristen Pianka, Danielle 
Ruggiero. 

Sayreville (3-9) Top bowlers recently: 
Megan Aucone, Chantelle Glowacki, Ra-
meen Iiyas, Alicia Wisnowska.

South Amboy (1-7)
Boys Swimming
Sayreville (1-5) Peter Dufrat continues 

to be the Bombers’ most consistent winner, 
capturing races in the 50 freestyle, and 100 
backstroke.  Others on the rise are Ryan Zuck-
er, Mike Astarita, Gottstine, Andrews.

Girls Swimming
Sayreville (1-4) Top swimmers are 

Liz Kaczmarek, Jane Prusakowski, Lauren 
Lopez, Michelle Quinn.

Bombers Football Players Make All-
State And More

Sayreville’s 2011 state championship 
football club was well-represented with 
All-State and All-Middlesex selections in 
The Star Ledger.

Delon Stephenson was a 1st Team All-
Groups defensive back selection, as well as 
1st Team All-Group 4, and All-Middlesex, 
defensive back on both.  He excelled also 
on offense as a running back, racking up 
1,167 yards rushing, and 370 receiving, while 
totaling 22 touchdowns, and 132 points.  On 
“D” he also picked off 6 opponents passes, 
made 59 tackles.  His final career numbers 
read: 3,532 yards, 52 TD’s, 15 interceptions, 

12 TD’s in 8 playoff games.
  Alex Yanuzzelli  was a 1st Team All-

Middlesex defensive linebacker, and 2nd team 
All-Group 4.  Another standout Bomber, who 
also played fullback, and punted, registered 
61 solo tackles, raced for 514 yards rushing, 7 
TD’s, and had a 30.0 punting average.  Ismail 
Herring was also a 1st Team All-Middlesex 
defensive linebacker, and 2nd team All-Group 
4 choice.  He had 54 solo tackles, 6 sacks, 
and 3 fumble recoveries.

Coach George Najjar was selected Co-
Coach of the Year for the All-Middlesex 
team.  He has led the Bombers for 17 years 
and compiled an incredible mark of 141-44, 3 
championships, and had only one losing year, 
his first at the helm.  He has taken Sayreville 
to 16 straight playoff appearances.

Once again, congratulations, Bomb-
ers!

College Chatter
Monmouth University Coach Jen Kuz-

iemski  Palmateer recently guided her team 
to the 2011 Hawk Holiday Class champion-
ship, as the Hawks upset powerful Villanova 
(10-3), 49-48.  Monmouth now stands at 
(5-8)…2010 Cardinal McCarrick/St. Mary 
grad and 1,000 point club member, Olivia 
Gorczynski, made her long-awaited debut 
with the Chestnut Hill College (PA) girls’ 
basketball team recently.  She fired in 7 
points in only 12 minutes of playing time, 
as her squad beat Mercy College, 63-59, to 
improve their record to (2-9)… Centenary 
senior Larry Lenahan of South Amboy, has 
been turning in an outstanding campaign.  
During one stretch, he recorded 6 straight 
double-double games.  He is averaging 13.3 
points per game, #2 on the team, and is the 
top rebounder with 9.1 per game.  He starred 
for South Amboy HS…David Langan, an ’09 
Sayreville War Memorial HS grad is playing 
great basketball for Wesley College.  He is 
#1 in the Capital Athletic Conference in field 
goal percentage with a scorching 66.2, and 
is #2 on his team with a rebounding average 
of 7.1.  David’s high game was 17 points 
in an 80-70 loss to St. Mary’s (MD).   In a 

contest against Division 1 school William 
& Mary, he fired in 10 points and ripped 
10 rebounds in one half before spraining 
his ankle.  The 6-8, soph averages 9.7 ppg. 
Cardinal McCarrick grad, Julio Rosario and 
member of the 1,000-point scoring club is 
playing some standout basketball for Wil-
liam Paterson.  He pumped in 12 points in a 
73-50 win over Purchase, and averages 6.8 
points per game, #4 on the club.  William 
Paterson is now a nifty (10-1)…Three other 
Cardinal McCarrick Lady Eagles’ graduates 
are playing at the college level.  Lady Eagles 
1,000 point club member, Chrissy Keir is the 
point guard for the University of Charleston 
(4-5), and averaging 10.6 ppg., and 4.4 as-
sists.  She burned the nets for 15 in the season 
opener against Chowan…Sydney Ransom 
is a freshman guard for Fairfield (8-4), and 
has only played 11 minutes in 3 games, and 
has yet to score…Jacinda Dunbar, another 
Blue & Gold 1,000 point club member, 
plays for Quinnipiac (9-3) and is averag-
ing 3.7 ppg., and 4.1 rebounds…Courtney 
Hulsart, a South Amboy HS grad, plays for 
Rowan University (5-6), and is averaging 
2.7 ppg…

Reagan:  15 Great Years!
Gene Reagan has stepped down as 

President of the South Amboy Youth Athletic 
Association (SAYAA) after 15 outstanding 
years in the organization.  Reagan’s dedica-
tion, hard work, and genuine love for promot-
ing local sports and teaching youngsters good 
sportsmanship, was always evident during 

his memorable career.  
The organization has elected Tony 

Gonzalez as the new President.  Best of 
luck and success to Tony, and congratula-
tions, Gene on a highly-commendable job!  
Way to go!

Cardinal McCarrick/St. Mary’s star bowler, Nicole Higgins recently captured the prestigious 
GMC Girls Championship.  She defeated Colonia’s Stephanie Huff, 196-194 in the title game.  
In the semis, Nicole topped Justine Bleacher of South Brunswick, 190-177.  Congratulations! 
(Photos by Brian Stratton)

Bridget Giovenco
(Photo/Info Submitted)

Giovenco To 
Receive Award

Sayreville War Memorial HS senior ath-
lete, Bridget Giovenco, has been selected to 
receive the NJSIAA NAGWS Award, which 
honors girls and women in sports.  Bridget, 
along with other female athletes from around 
New Jersey, will be honored at a banquet on 
Jan. 22nd at Seton Hall University.  She was 
nominated by her high school soccer coach 
Leah Craig Magielnicki.

Bridget, who plays soccer, basketball 
and spring track, as well as competing in 
club soccer year round for the Jersey Knights 
Soccer Club, will be attending West Chester 
University in Pennsylvania in the fall, to 
play soccer for Coach Betty Ann Kempf 
Townsley.  The Golden Rams are a Division 
2 school, and have a very successful program.    
Congratulations Bridget, on your award, and 
truly outstanding high school career!   Best 
of luck always in the future!

Champion
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The Local Sports Memory Machine
By Tom Burkard

From The Sports Archives

1948-The talented St. Mary’s Eagles captured the Catholic Schools Group B championship 
and finished with an 18-8 record, under a very young Coach Reggie Carney, who guided 
the Blue & Gold for only one season.  Pictured bottom row (l-r) Jack O’Toole, Ray Stockton, 
Bob “Ace” Hennessey.  Middle row (l-r) John “King” Larkin, Alfie O’Connor, Eddie O’Brien, 
Coach Reggie Carney, Jack O’Brien, Fran Carney.  Back row (l-r) Gene Harkins, Joe Servon, 
Jerry Hoban, Joe Kress, Jack McKeon, Jerry Connors.  In front holding the basketball is 
mascot Adam Lovely.  (Photo courtesy of Jerry Connors)

Glory 
Days In 
Local 
Sports

1950-St. Mary’s 
boys’ basketball team 
pounded Jamesburg, 
56-30.  Jack Vail 
led the way with 21 
points, Luke Lena-
han scored 15 and Ed South 10.  1965-Hoff-
man boys’ basketball team thumped Croydon 
Hall, 65-54.  Curt Wood scored 25 and Billy 
Clayton 23.  The Purple & Gold jayvees also 
won, 69-42 behind Tom Lange’s 17 points.  
1979-The Governors mauled Monroe, 78-
56 in the first round of the Highland Park 
Tourney.  Bill Lewis was awesome, hitting 
11-for-19 from the floor and finishing with 32 
points.  John Dragotta added 18, and Marty 
Veilleux 11.  1984-Sayreville boys’ winter 
track team finished 1st in the county’s 1600 
meter relay.  The winning team consisted of 
Don Van Sanders, Ralph Howardson, George 
Evanego, and Tom Luther.  1997-St. Mary’s 
girls’ basketball club beat Metuchen, 46-31, 
as Janine Swanson pumped in 19 points and 
grabbed 17 rebounds.  2001-Sayrville’s girls’ 
hoops team slipped by Hightstown, 46-41 
in the first round of the PA Tourney.  Sarah 
Dovidauskas paced the Bombers with 20 
points, and 6 rebounds, while Raven New-
combe scored 13 and had 8 steals.

T.H.E. 
Game

Year-1956
Sport-Boys Basketball
Teams-Sayreville vs. St. Mary’s
Recap-The Bombers held a 12-point lead 
after 3 quarters, and halted a determined 
Eagle comeback to win 57-49.  The Sayre-
ville attack was led by Bob Witkowski with 
18 points, Applegate 11, and Ron Kuran 10.  
The Saints also placed 3 players in double 
figures: John Phillips 13, Jim Higgins 13, 
and Bob Stader  11 points.
Player-of-the-Game-Bob Witkowski, 
Sayreville.

CYO Days
1968-The Sacred Heart CYO Basket-

ball Little League (Basically an Intramural 
League) featured 6 teams in the 4th-5th Grade 
Division, and 6 teams in the 6-7-8th Grade 
Division.  In third week action in the 6-
7-8th Grade Division, Manhattan defeated 
Providence 32-16 with Joe Stroin scoring 
14 points for the victors.  Notre Dame 
topped Georgetown 33-24 as Gary Jaremba 
popped in 13.  Xavier topped Loyola 27-24, 
as Tom Szatkowski topped all scorers with 
8 points.

In the 4-5th Grade games, Seton Hall 
blasted LaSalle 23-8 with Mike Piperato 
netting 14 points.  Louisville stopped Iona, 
10-3 behind Mike Grant’s 4 points.  Mar-
quette belted Niagra 24-10 as Rich Kukulski 
poured in 16 points.

1968-The Sacred Heart High School 
CYO basketball team turned in a fine season 
under Coaches John Gasabeck and Dan Mil-
lenick.  The club was led by Tom Wronski, 
who was selected M.V.P., Gene Cross, Gil 
Stankiewicz, Steve Skarzynski , Bob Duffy, 
Bob Castellano, Craig Kierst, Joe Jaskowiak, 
Kevin Crowley, Paul Mauro, Ken Revolin-
sky, Ray Zrebiec, Rich Tanchyk. 

1967-The Sacred Heart 8th Grade boys 
basketball club, under Coach Rick Ferguson 
annihilated Holy Rosary of Perth Amboy, 
62-9.  Rich Krzyzanowski captured game 
scoring laurels with 21 points. 

1960’s-St. Stephen’s of Perth Amboy 
edged St. Mary’s of South Amboy 44-41 in 
the Grammar School Division playoffs.  Ron 
Croddick topped SM with 11 points.

1970 Msgr. Sullivan Christmas Tourney
The Msgr. Sullivan Christmas Tourna-

ment, played at St. Mary’s gym, was a pretty 
exciting showcase of basketball talent.  The 
tourney got under way on Dec. 26, with 
Hoffman winning a somewhat tarnished 
2-0 forefit over Perth Amboy St. Mary’s.  
The Guvs trailed 64-62 with 4 minutes left 
when a brawl broke out, which was allegedly 
caused by spectators.  Hoffman coach Ray 
“Butch” Tomaszewski suggested to referees 
that the gym be cleared so the game could be 
finished, but Perth Saints mentor Ed Scott 
had already taken his team off the floor and 
into the lockers, thereby giving undefeated 
Hoffman its fifth win of the season.  Host 
team, South Amboy St. Mary’s blasted first 
round opponent Keansburg, 67-43 for their 
first win of the year.  George Krzyzanowski 
fired in 25 points while teammates Jay 
Thomas 15 and John Kugel 13 supported the 
cause.  In the other opening round contest, 
Oratory Prep of Summit shocked South 
Plainfield, 78-57.  

In the semis, the Hoffman Guvs blasted 
Oratory, 78-64.  Jim Croddick led the way 
with 19 points, followed by Gary Lange 
and Danny Paone who tallied 17 apiece.  St. 
Mary’s captured the other semifinal game 
over South River, 78-64.  George Krzyza-
nowski had the greatest single game scoring 
performance in the school’s history by pour-
ing in an unbelievable 50 points, a record 
that still stands today, 41 years later.  Big 
George was all over the court as he broke his 
old school mark of 38, and also crashed the 
boards for 21 rebounds.  His record-setting 
performance by quarters was 12-12-16-10.  
Playmaker John Kugel, a 5-6 quick, ball-
handling specialist chipped in with 15 points 
and many assists to Krzyzanowski.

Championship Game
The all-South Amboy championship 

game got underway with Guvs’ Gary Lange 
taking the center jump from Krzyzanowski, 
but Hoffman failed to score.  John Kibbler 
scored the first points in the game, under-

neath for the Saints.  The Eagles led 20-16 
after the first quarter, but the Purple & 
Gold took a 34-32 spread to the lockers at 
halftime.  Hoffman upped its lead to 57-48 
margin after three stanzas.  With 2:30 to go 
in the fourth quarter, Hoffman went into the 
“weave” to kill the clock, and St.  Mary’s 
threw a full-court press on in desperation, 
as the Governors captured the 1971 Msgr. 
Sullivan Christmas Tournament champion-
ship, 74-65.   The Purple & Gold won with 
strong rebounding, tenacious play and fine 
shooting from every section of the court.  
Hoffman Coach Ray “Butch” Tomaszewski  
said, “It was an all-around scoring effort, and 
strong rebounding from Keegan and Paone 
that made the difference.”  Eagles Coach 
John Scordinsky said, “We made too many 
mental errors in the first half.”

Hoffman had four starters in double fig-
ures including Lange with 24 points, Jimmy 
Croddick 16, Ronnie Croddick 14, and 
Keegan 11.  Krzyzanowski was the game’s 
high scorer with 26 points, and teammates 
Tom Gulick and John Kugel added 14 and 
10 points respectively.

The victory was a sweet win for the John 
Street stars because they had lost 3 games 
to the Saints, including the Msgr. Sullivan 
Tourney,  and also marked their first win 
over cross town rival St. Mary’s since 1966.   
Hoffman upped its record for the year to a 
perfect 7-0.

Krzyzanowski had the top scoring aver-
age in the 3 game tourney with a scorching 
33.2 avg.  Gary Lange topped Hoffman with 
an 18.0, followed by teammates Jim Crod-
dick 17.2, and Ron Croddick 14.1.

The Boxscore
Hoffman 74
Lange 24 J. Croddick 16 R. Croddick 

14 Keegan 11 Paone 9.
St. Mary’s 65
Krzyzanowski 26 Gulick 14 Kugel 10 

Jay Thomas 9 Kibbler 6 Bob Carroll 0.

Pro Baseball 
Salaries In The 

1940’s and 1950’s
By Bill “Biff” McKeon

South Amboy and Sayreville had many 
players in pro ball, whether affiliated with a 
Major League organization or in the many in-
dependent leagues in the 1940’s and 1950’s.  
Back then, there wasn’t any baseball draft, 
and if a local Major League scout didn’t  
such as South Amboy’s Pirate scout, Gene 
Thomas or Perth Amboy’s Red Sox scout Leo 
Bulvansky didn’t sign you to affiliate ball, 
you signed with independent teams for $150 
per month.  Class D-$150; Class C-$175; 
Class B-anywhere around $225-$300 per 
month.  Walt and Kenny Rogers of South 
Amboy were playing AA and AAA baseball 
and probably getting around $500-$750 per 
month.  Remember, first year major leaguers 
were making $4,000 per year.  I was lucky 
and had a AAA contract with the Milwaukee 
Brewers (American Association), and made 
$900 per month.  I was a Bonus Baby.  

An interesting story I like to tell is how 
I held up the transfer of the Boston Braves 
to Milwaukee back in 1953, whereas I didn’t 
cash in several of my Brewer option checks, 
and therefore the transfer couldn’t be com-
plete until all the checks were balanced.  I was 
asked via US Mail to please cash the checks, 
but being the hard-nosed guy I was back then, 
didn’t do so for 2 months. However, when 
I did receive the letter saying cash them or 
they will be voided, I cashed them.

NOTE: “Biff” McKeon was one of 
South Amboy’s greatest catchers in history.  
This past summer he and his brother Jack 
were inducted into the prestigious AAABA 
Hall of Fame at Johnstown, PA.  “Biff” still 
holds the record for RBI in one game with 
an incredible 9.  The home run records he 
set were passed many years ago.

1951-Hoffman High’s legendary 6 foot 10 inch 
center, John Ciol, guards a Carteret player 
in the Central Jersey Group I semifinals, 
won by the Guvs.  Charlie Koerner, another 
scoring standout, is pictured to the right of #3, 
and is in front of teammate Billy Bouchard.  
The following year, Ciol went on to pour 
in 65 points in a game to set a Middlesex 
County scoring record.  This year is the 60th 
anniversary of the great moment in South 
Amboy sports history.  (Photo/info courtesy 
of Charlie Koerner) 

Correction
In last month’s “Champions” article, we 

incorrectly named Janet Malouf as the top 
scorer in the 1991 South Amboy Women’s 
Basketball League championship game.  The 
game’s high scorer was actually her sister, 
Linda Malouf Lewis, with 27 points.  Linda is 
a teacher in the South Amboy school system.  
Sorry, Linda, but that’s how it was printed in 
the paper 20 years ago, and no one brought 
it to our attention.  

Flashback: 1958
Sayreville track & field sensation, Fred 

Salamon set the school record for the broad 
jump with a mark of 21-7 ¼.

Lady Guvs Won Holiday Tournament
1986-Hoffman’s talented Lady Guvs 

basketball team blasted Hanover Park, 66-47 
to capture the Christ The King School (NY) 
Tournament of Champions.  Lynn Ust was 
selected MVP after firing in 21 points for 
a total of 57 in 3 games.  She also hauled 

in 11 rebounds.  Jenny Kuziemski pumped 
in 11 points, ripped 6 rebounds, and led the 
team with 7 steals.  The victory upped Coach 
Carney’s Hoffman club’s record to (5-0) on 
the season, and ran their overall streak to 42 
consecutive wins.   

40 Years Ago
1972-The South Amboy Men’s Senior 

Basketball League coaches and referees 
selected its top players and coaches to the 
“All City League” for a local newspaper.  
Those selected and the teams they played 
for were as follows: George Krzyzanowski-
English Chevron, Greg Havlusch-Far Out 
Trucking, Bob Keegan-Far Out Trucking, 
Curt Wood-Bay City Liquors, Danny Paone-
Mike’s Corner.  Co-Coaches-Henry “Henny 
The D.J.” Conroy-Hot Dog City, and Rick 
Ferguson-English Chevron.  In addition, 
Krzyzanowski was selected M.V.P. and also 
Rookie-of-the-Year.

PRAyER To ST. JUDE
(To be said when problems arise or when one 

seems to be deprived of all visible help, on far cases 
almost despaired of). Most holy Apostle St. Jude, 
faithful servant and friend of Jesus, the church honors 
and invokes you universally as the patron of hopeless 
cases, of things almost despaired of, pray for me, I 
am so helpless and alone. Make use I implore you of 
that particular privilege given to you, to bring visible 
and speedy help where help is almost despaired of. 
Come to my assistance in this great need that I may 
receive the consolation and help of heaven in all my 
necessities, tribulations, and sufferings., and that I 
may praise God with you and all the elect forever.  I 
promise O Blessed St. Jude, to be ever mindful of this 
great favor, to always honor you as my special and 
powerful patron, and to gratefully encourage devotion 
to you. Amen.  Thank You St. Jude. -E.P..

(Continued on page 33)
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AOH Dinner Dance 
Feb. 17th

The Colonel David B. Kelly, AOH 
Middlesex County Div #1 will be holding 
its 15th Annual Dinner Dance on Friday, Feb. 
17th.  This year, the AOH will be honoring:  
Hibernian of the Year-Monsignor John 
Gordon; Irishman of the Year-Jim “Butch” 
Williams; Flag Raiser-Rick McMahon; Irish-
woman of the Year-Anna Mae O’Connor.  
Congratulations to all! 

Trip To See Frankie 
Valli 

The OLV Seniors are sponsoring a 
bus trip to the American Music Theater in 
Lancaster, Pennsylvania to see Frankie Valli 
and the Four Seasons. The date of the trip is 
Thursday, May 17, 2012. The price of the 
trip is $150.00 which includes: the price 
of the show ticket, bus transportation, bus 
gratuity, dinner at Shady Maple, and snacks 
on the bus. The bus will leave OLV lower 
parking lot at 2PM and return approximately 
at 12:30 AM. For further information or to 
make a reservation, please contact Teri at 
(732) 727-7639. 

OLV Senior Trip
The OLV Seniors are sponsoring a bus 

trip to Mackinac Island, Michigan, from 
Saturday, May 26 to Friday, June 1, 2012. 
The cost of the trip is $980.00. This price 

includes:  transportation on a deluxe 
coach bus, bus driver gratuity, hotel 

accommodations for 6 nights, including 
two nights at the Inn at Mackinac on the 
island, admission to Greenfield Village, 

Ford Rouge Factory, carriage ride on 
Mackinac Island, Mackinac Butterfly 

House, Bronner’s Christmas Wonderland, 
3 full breakfasts, 3 continental breakfasts, 

lunch at the Grand Hotel on the island, 
and 3 dinners. Come and travel with us on 
this exciting tour. For further information, 

to request a new flyer or to make a 
reservation, please contact Teri at (732) 

727-7639 or Geri at (732) 257-4351.

America  The 
Beautiful Tour

Plans are in the works for a trip out west 
this July. We will begin our visit by flying 
into Denver. The next day we board our coach 
and head to Utah where we will visit Salt 
Lake City and Arches national Park. Then 
as we wind thru the Rockies and several 
national forests we arrive Jackson,Wyoming. 
In the next several days we will visit Grand 
Teton National Park, Yellowstone and bed 
down in Cody for the night. On to the Black 
Hills, the Devil’s Tower Monument, Custer 
State Park, the Crazy Horse Monument and 
Mount Rushmore. This is a tour sponsored by 
GoAhead tours which I have been travelling 
with for years. If interested in this scenic 
tour of some of America’s best sites contact 
Tony G. at 732-525-5303 to tonyg1952@
rome.com.
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Looking Back At The 2011 Holiday Season
(Photos by Tom Burkard)

Popular Jersey rock star Glen Burtnik (r) is pictured with Daniel A. Finn, Senior Vice 
President/Regional General Manager of Greater Media New Jersey, at the Count Basie’s 
Annual Holiday Party.  Burtnik is one of New Jersey’s top entertainers, and has toured with 
the world renowned Styx band. 

Thanks to nice weather over the holidays, local residents and their favorite pets had the 
chance to get out and enjoy the fresh air and sunshine.  (Photos by Tom Burkard) 

The Middlesex County College annual holiday party included a food drive that collected 
hundreds of pounds of food, which was donated to M.C.F.O.O.D.S. (Middlesex County 
Food Organization and Outreach Distribution Services). Members of the College community 
dropped off food as they entered the party. In addition, the Dietetic Technology Club 
contributed a large box of food, and students in the College’s Youth Work Readiness 
program also donated several boxes as well. From left: Gina Bedoya (South Plainfield), a 
counselor in the Counseling and Career Services Department; William Egbert (Sayreville), 
DECA coordinator; College President Joann La Perla-Morales (Edison); Theresa Holt 
(Piscataway), professor of psychology; and Gabriela Jurick (Avenel), Physical Education 
coordinator. (Photo/Info Submitted)

Santa Claus is pictured at his annual stop at IHOP Restaurant on Route 35 South in Keyport.  
Santa, portrayed by Bud Snedeker of Union Beach, visits with Janielle Gonzales (l) 6, of 
Bradley Beach, and her brother Elijah Gonzales 5.

Pictured at the Dowdell Library’s Annual Holiday Open House are  (l-r) Rich Weber from 
the Historical Society of South Amboy, Library Director Elaine Gaber, and South Amboy 
Mayor Fred Henry.

The South Amboy Rotary Club held its Annual Holiday Party at Café 34 in Matawan.  The 
festive gathering featured exchanging gifts with lots of good conversation and company.

The Rave On! band featuring the music of Buddy Holly and other legends of early rock 
presented an outstanding show for all those who attended the Dowdell Library’s Annual 
Holiday Open House.
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Are You As Healthy As You’re De-
signed To Be?

Dorland’s medical dictionary defines 
health as “a state of optimal physical, mental 
and social well being, not merely the absence 
of disease and infirmity.”  Our experience 
has shown that the majority of people in 
the world do not know what health really 
is.  Most are prepared to link up symptoms 
to health in that if they “feel well,” they are 
healthy and if they are in pain, or have some 
kind of symptoms, they are sick.  It is our 
job to make you understand the meaning of 
true health.

Chiropractors understand that most 
Americans are brought up in a household 
that follows the “medical model.”  It is our 
desire to educate you so that you will question 
your own past beliefs about health and search 
for the truth.  The truth to us (chiropractors) 
seems quite evident.  To the extent that your 
body is able to have a properly functioning 
nervous system without interference that is 
the extent that you are healthy.  Remember-
ing that your nervous system controls every 
single function of the body.  In other words, 
symptoms are your body’s alarm system, 
designed to inform you that you have some 
form of nerve interference that the body is 
not able to deal with on its own.

The avenue through which the body does 
all of this miraculous work is through the 
nervous system; it is the “electrical system” 
that joins the body together as a whole.  The 
inborn wisdom of your body completes all of 
the tasks necessary to sustain life by using the 
nervous system to communicate with every 
cell in your body.  No cell in your body is just 
floating around with its own ideas and how 
it wants to behave.  This organization in the 
body is so precise, that every cell functions 
in harmony with the ones around it in order 
to complete specific tasks.  This design al-
lows for no independent action.

We have discovered that if our nervous 
systems aren’t expressing themselves per-
fectly, then our bodies will be functioning at 
less than 100%.  Enjoying health seems to 
be perceived by most as a privilege that is 
saved for the fortunate few, when in reality, 
it should be experienced by the vast majority.  
I want you to realize that from this day forth, 
it is time to treat your health as the utmost 
priority, whether you are one minute old, or 
100 years old.  We all only get one turn at life.  
It is my sincere desire to have you live that 
life with 100% health.  By eating correctly, 
exercising, getting enough sleep, drinking 
plenty of water, keeping your spine in correct 
alignment and nervous system functioning, 
you will enjoy the greatest gift of all…you 
are as healthy as you’re designed to be.

OLV Senior Group 
FebruaryMeeting

The OLV Senior Group will hold their 
January Meeting on Friday, February 3, 2012 
at 1PM in Monsignor Dalton Hall on Main 
Street in Sayreville. After a brief business 
meeting, Sue Ralph, from Manna House, 
will be our speaker.. Don’t forget to wear 
your favorite Valentine attire. We are still 
collecting dues for this year. Dues for this 
year will be $10.00 a person for the year 
– September to June. Our meeting dates 
are: March 2, Apr. 12,  May 4, and June 1. 
All meetings are held on Friday afternoon 
at 1PM except the April meeting which will 
be held on Thursday, April 12.

Food donations to St. Vincent de Paul 
are always gladly accepted. 

Our group invites any senior who is 55 
years and older to join our group. You do not 
need to be a member of OLV. Any questions 
please contact Teri at 732-727-7639.
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Revue band, Gary U.S. Bonds, and a host of 
other talented performers started the show 
off, and put the crowd in the holiday spirit, 
as they anxiously awaited the appearance 
of Bon Jovi.  Jon came out and the place 
went wild, as he opened with an interesting 
version of The Box Tops #1 hit from 1967, 
“The Letter.”  He then went into “Who Says 
You Can’t Go Home,” “Wanted Dead Or 
Alive” with Bandiera, “Blue Christmas” 
with Southside Johnny, and quite a few 
more including “We Weren’t Born To Fol-
low,” as well as the rockin’ Chuck Berry 
Christmas classic, “Run, Run Rudolph.”   
Jon also praised Bandiera for his hard work 
in organizing the Hope Concert, and raising 
so much money for the very worthy cause.  
Popular radio personalities Ken Dashow 
from WAXQ 104.3 FM, and Big Joe Henry 
from Jersey 101.5 FM also pitched in with 
the announcing, and Big Joe, also portrayed 
the man in red from the North Pole. 

The hoax/rumor about Bon Jovi was 
started by a Pennsylvania man who had his 
own band, but said that he was frustrated 
because Bon Jovi appeared to be focusing 
on business ventures that had nothing to do 
with music.  The man, who started the rumor 
through a friend’s Twitter account, Jeffrey 
Goho told the Asbury Park Press that, “All 
I heard was ‘Bon Jovi  this,’  ‘Bon Jovi’s 
starting a restaurant.’  What was the latest 
one?  The Advil commercial?  It was like, 
‘Jeez, (Bon Jovi) was a household name due 

Bon Jovi  Is Alive And Well: Rocks Hope 
Concert At Red Bank

(Continued from page 1)

to his music, not the business.”
Goho has received plenty of negative 

feedback from Bon Jovi supporters, and sur-
prisingly gained some fans for this hideous 
hoax on one of the music industry’s most-
loved and respected entertainers.  Goho is 
the vocalist in a metal band called Minutia, 
and has urged Bon Jovi’s loyal supporters to 
stop sending “hate mail” to the Minutia band 
members.  “They are in no way involved,” 
he said. 

Jon Bon Jovi, who grew up in Sayre-
ville, certainly didn’t deserve this disrespect, 
because he is always there to help the needy 
in non-musical ways.   In October, Jon es-
tablished the JBJ Soul Kitchen in Red Bank, 
which is a pay-what-you-can community 
restaurant, and gives everyone an opportu-
nity, regardless of finances, to eat good food 
at a nice restaurant.   He also performs at 
events such as the Hope Concert, and others 
for charity, and his JBJ Foundation has built 
homes for the poor.

At the Hope Concert in 2008, Bruce 
Springsteen shared the stage with Bon Jovi, 
but did not make a surprise appearance this 
time, as many fans expected.

Our hats go off to Jon Bon Jovi, who 
despite this ugly rumor, made light of it, 
and went out and gave an outstanding per-
formance before the huge crowd at Count 
Basie.  Congratulations Jon!   Sayreville 
and South Amboy are proud of your fine 
professionalism!

Catching Up With Musician Bob Goldie
By Tom Burkard

Ten years ago this month, I interviewed 
Sayreville resident Bob Goldie about a new 
song he wrote and recorded with his friend 
Dave Mulligan as a tribute to those involved 
in the 911 tragedy, titled “Who Are The 
Heroes?”  Back then, it was getting airplay 
on radio stations in the Poconos area, with 
lots of great reviews.  They also sent copies 
to New York’s Governor Pitaki and Mayor 
Giuliani.  Both responded with impressive 
thank you letters.

I recently had the opportunity to catch 
up with Bob Goldie, and what follows is 
taken from our updated interview.

 I asked Bob what happened to their 
excellent song?  He responded, “It continued 
to be played on a few stations, and I made 
a quick youtube video of it.  The link is: 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vWkq-
N_a9c0.  Not much else came of it, but at 

least many people got to hear it.”
Bob moved to Pennsylvania in Janu-

ary 2007 and had a steady weekend gig in 
Malvern at a place called Catalina’s.  He 
was kept busy playing there Saturday nights 
for 4 years, but the business closed due to 
the economy.    Goldie was then downsized 
from his day job, and moved back to Howell, 
New Jersey in May 2011.  “Since then, I’ve 
regrouped with some old band members and 
we’ve played a few private parties, and the 
annual 50’s Car Show in Howell,” he said.  
He and his friend Earl play a duet once a 
month at the Clarksburg Inn at Clarksburg, 
NJ.  Bob is also busy securing more events 
at Jersey Shore Bars and coffee houses. 

Goldie always loved music, and growing 
up in Sayreville, he once played in the band 
called RAZE.  He said that, “The first in-
carnation of RAZE was Ronnie Nash-guitar, 
Jerry Fallon-drums, Mark Cholowski-guitar, 
and none other than Jon Bongiovi (Yes, that’s 
Jon Bon Jovi) on vocals.  I came in the group 
after Nash and Cholowski left, and the band 
was short-lived after that.  This was how I met 
Jon.  We used to rehearse at Jerry Fallon’s 
parents’ house in the basement.  We were 
all Junior High age.  I never played out with 
them, but the earlier group of guys did some 
parties and Sayreville block dances.  A few 
people still have the old “RAZE” tee-shirts.  I 
was also in a few other short-lived bands with 
Charlie Mills called “Flaming Telepath,” and 
another band with Charlie and Mark Scimeca 
in a group called “Neptune.”  We won 2nd 
place in the 1975 or 76 Sayreville Talent 

show, I don’t remember the year exactly.  
Since then, I played in several bands with 
Cholowski, David Mulligan, Paul Koval, 
Glen Soika and Steve Costello.  The band 
names were, “Dark Hollow,” “White Rock,” 
and “The CSG Band.”  From 1992-2000, I 
lived in the Toms River area and was in 2 
successful club bands, “Midnite Jam,” and 
“The Movers,” for which I played bass and 
sang lead and harmony vocals.”

What was Jon Bon Jovi like back in those 
early days, his “formative years” in music?  
“Jon was always courteous and kind to me.  
I ate over his house a few times with his 
parents.  He seemed to me to be a natural-
born leader.  He knew what he wanted to 
hear, and was good at arranging the band’s 
music.  He was a singer and a powerful front 
man.  He had all those qualities that make 
someone a star, so I always knew he would 
do something big, but no, I never foresaw 
just how big he would become in the enter-
tainment business,” said Goldie.

In the spring of 1988, Bob moved to 
California and was trying to make it to the 
big time with a band in Los Angeles.  The 
group lived together in a band-house in 
Yucca Valley, and had the opportunity to 
open for world-renowned singer/recording 
artist,  Donovan, who had some big hits in 
the U.S. including “Sunshine Superman,” 
and “Mellow Yellow.”  Bob said that, “We 
opened up for Donovan when he did a local 
show there.  He was commencing a short 
tour with a few dates in the area and one in 
San Diego.  He wanted the band to be local 

musicians, and he liked my playing, so I got 
to be his bass player for that tour.  It was very 
short-just 4 dates total.  Donovan moved 
onto other pursuits afterwards.  He was an 
easy guy to be around, and was very pleasant 
and polite.  He told me a few stories about 
his trip to India with The Beatles and Mia 
Farrow, but otherwise, he didn’t talk much.  
He’s a bit of an old, quiet hippie.  The band 
I was with was seeking a record deal, but 
broke up shortly after that and I returned to 
New Jersey.

As far as his favorite music, he said, 
“I like everything from the sixties through 
classic rock.  I’m also a big fan of college 
radio, the jam-band scene, folk, jazz, fusion/
progressive, and bluegrass music.”

Bob Goldie, a machinist by trade, like 
so many million Americans was unemployed 
from January-September 2011.  He said, “I 
spent a lot of time working on my girlfriend’s 
condo, so I could move in there.  We also 
did a lot of gardening last summer.  I have 
since found a new job with Lawn Doctor 
Corporation in Marlboro as a machinist, and 
I make the parts for the lawn-care machines 
they build.”

Goldie’s immediate goals are to secure 
a few more gigs with fellow musicians.  He 
has no plans for a new CD at present, but 
recently played at the Clarksburg Inn on 
Jan. 6th, and will return for another duet on 
March 2nd.  He said, “I’d love to make a real 
living with my music, but that hasn’t panned 
out for me yet.” 

Rock superstar Jon Bon Jovi (l) turned in a fantastic performance at Count Basie’s Hope 
Concert in December.  Hugh McDonald (r),  is Bon Jovi’s bass player.  (Photo by Tom 
Burkard) 
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Obituaries
Barkalow, Grace, 84, of South Amboy 

died on Dec. 29.
Battaglia, Debra A., 42, of South Amboy 

died on Dec. 24.
Brown, Evelyn M., 87, formerly of 

Parlin died on Dec. 22.
Cholewa, Edward J. “Rusty,” 86, for-

merly of Sayreville died on Dec. 31.
Colucci, Kathleen A. Shaw, 92, of South 

Amboy died on Jan. 13.
Coviello, Leonard J., 83, of Parlin died 

on Dec. 10.
D’Apolito, Lillian R., 81, of Sayreville 

died on Dec. 25.
Dominick, Joseph G., 88, of Sayreville 

died on Dec. 15.
Flynn, Dennis D. “Chip,” 52, formerly 

of Parlin died on Jan. 3.
Gondek, John J., 92, of Sayreville died 

on Dec. 29.
Hagelgans, Michael J. “Chicky,” 55, of 

South Amboy died on Dec. 30.
Hall, Thomas “Tim,” 89, of Parlin died 

on Dec. 30.
Hansell, William C., 44, formerly of 

South Amboy died on Dec. 18.
Hansell, William C. Jr., 69, formerly of 

South Amboy died on Jan. 7.
Horn, Joseph F., 63, of Sayreville died 

on Dec. 28.
Jackson, William T. “Bill,” 86, of Parlin 

died on Jan. 4.
Jankowski, Stella L. Mikorski of South 

Amboy died on Dec. 12.
Jewzewski, William “Billy,” 62, of 

South Amboy died on Nov. 21.
Kasprzyhk, Msgr. Leon J., 76, formerly 

of South Amboy died on Jan. 6.
Kilby, Florence T., 87, of Morgan died 

on Jan. 3.
Kimmel, Audrey L., 81, of Sayreville 

died on Jan. 8.
Lajewski, Frank J. “Sarge,” 80, of 

Sayreville died on Dec. 29.
Lajewski, Theresa Czernikowski Kro-

nowski, 82, of Sayreville died on Dec. 23.
Laskowsky, Antoinette “Toni Lasky,” 

86, of Parlin died on Jan. 2.
Lotratio, Debra A., 47, of Parlin died 

on Dec. 15.
Majewski, Pearl Budney, 92, of Parlin 

died on Jan. 2.
Paczkowski, Carolee A., 77, formerly 

of Parlin died on Jan. 11.
Piatkowski, Edward R., 77, of Parlin 

died on Dec. 29.
Policastro, Maryann E., 77, formerly of 

Morgan died on Dec. 19.
Riehle, Michael J. III, 41, of Parlin died 

on Jan. 10.
Scarpato, Marina, of Sayreville died 

on Dec. 26.
Sebrowski, John, of Parlin died on 

Dec. 30.
Semasko, Irene L., 85, of Sayreville 

died on Jan. 7.
Sosnowitz, Barbara E., 80, of Parlin 

died on Dec. 30.
Szymanski, Genevieve C., 98, of South 

Amboy died on Dec. 14.
Tanski, Beatrice K. Klosek, 102, of 

South Amboy died on Jan. 6.
Triggs, John S., 89, of Parlin died on 

Dec. 15.
Tyska, Viola Klimek, 96, of Sayreville 

died on Jan. 9.
Utter, Douglas “Doug,” 54, formerly of 

South Amboy died on Jan. 1.
Vicino, Anna T., 79, of South Amboy 

died on Dec. 8.
Yeager, Margaret W., 96, of South 

Amboy died on Jan. 5.

William C. Hansell
Mr. William C. Hansell died on 

Sunday December 18, 2011 at Somerset 
Medical Center, Somerset.  He was 44 
years old.  Mr. Hansell was born and 
raised in South Amboy.  He lived in Do-
ver, NJ and Hoboken, NJ before moving 
to Monroe Twp. in 2005.  He graduated 
with a BS in Computer Science and was 
a database administrator for HBO in 
New York City for over eight years.  He 
volunteered his time as a youth coordina-
tor for GALY in Morris County and also 
did volunteer work for HBO during his 
employment there.

He is survived by his partner of 
over ten years, John F. Meeks of Mon-
roe Twp., his mother, Phyllis (Muckin) 
Hansell of South Amboy, two sisters, 
Barbara Finnegan and her husband 
Kevin of South Amboy, and Patricia 
Reifsnyder and her husband Jerry of 
Monmouth Junction, his nephew, Joseph 
M. Finnegan, and two nieces, Jamie Lynn 
Finnegan, and Katelyn M. Reifsnyder.  
He is also survived by two sisters-in-
law, four brothers-in-law, and numerous 
extended family members.

CAROLEE  A.  PACZKOWSKI
Carolee A. Paczkowski, 77, formerly of Parlin, NJ, 

passed away peacefully at Harbor Chase Memory Care on 
Wednesday,  January 11, 2012  from Alzheimer’s Disease.

 Carolee, was born May 27, 1934 in Perth Amboy, NJ, 
the only child of the late Stephen and Helen Andros.   In 
1981, she and her husband, Frank, moved to Naples where 
she worked for 19 years at First National Bank of Naples 
now known as Bank of America.  She was a member of St. 
William’s Catholic Church, the Pelican Bay Ladies Club, 
volunteered for the Naples Chamber of Commerce and en-
joyed cruising, her ladies’  luncheons and playing bunko.

 Carolee will be dearly missed by Frank, her devoted 
husband of 56 years, daughters, Carolee (Al) Steelman of 
Naples, Mary Beth (Mike) Ford of Lorida, FL, her five 
wonderful grandchildren, Casey, Jodi and Cory Steelman 
and Michael and Andrew Ford, as well as her extended 
family and friends.
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Katko (2002), Rob Zaleski (1991) and 
the 2003 boy’s basketball champions.

Thirty-four individuals have been 
inducted into the Hall since the ceremony 
began in 2000 which recognizes outstand-
ing athletes from the high schools’ sports 
programs over the last 127 years. Past 
alumni honorees include familiar names 
like former Florida Marlins manager Jack 
McKeon, former Minnesota Twins manager 
Tom Kelly, former New York Yankee Allie 
Clark and twins John and Edward O’Brien 
formerly of the Pittsburgh Pirates.

WCTC newscaster/sports announcer 
Bruce Johnson will serve as Master of 
Ceremonies.

Cardinal McCarrick/St. Mary’s High 
School is one of five Catholic high schools 
in the Diocese of Metuchen. Students from 
more than 20 surrounding communities and 
18 Catholic elementary schools from Mid-
dlesex, Somerset and Monmouth Counties 
attend CMHS/SMHS located in a residential 
neighborhood in South Amboy. The average 
class size of 22 students allows individual 
attention to a rigorous academic program and 
value-centered Catholic education. 

For more information, contact Advance-
ment Director Debra Miller at 732-721-0748 
ext. 243 or email dmiller@CardinalMcCar-
rick.com

HALL OF FAMERS
(Continued from page 1)

Maximize Your Tax 
Refund! 

Local tax accountant and preparer, Glenn 
Bartram, will discuss preparing an individual 
2011 tax return, documents needed, recent 
Federal tax law changes, deductions, and 
ways to maximize your refund. Sayreville 
Public Library on Wednesday, 2/22, from 
7 to 8:30 p.m.  If you have any questions 
about this program or would like to register, 
contact Alaina by phone at 732-727-0212 ex. 
25 or email alainad@lmxac.org.

Breheny Wins 300th
Longtime North Brunswick boys’ 

basketball Coach Ed Breheny recently 
notched his 300th victory.  Breheny who 
got his coaching start at Sayreville in the 
early 1980’s, has done a fabulous job at NB.  
Congratulations, Ed!
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