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Independence Engine & Hose Company #1 presented its 13th annual Antique/Classic Car 
Show and Flea Market on August 5th.  Over 180 cars (a new record) were on hand as well 
as vendors and a huge crowd.  See more photos on page 10.  (Photo by Brian Stratton)

St. Mary’s Elementary School as it appeared in June 2007.  (Photo by Tom Burkard)

This juvenile Minke Whale was stranded in Raritan Bay near Waterfront Park on July 29th.  
Thousands of people gathered near the area trying to catch a glimpse of the rare sight. *See 
more photos on page 13.  (Photo by Clark Gregoreski, Local Wildlife Photographer)

Whale In Bay Draws Many Spectators
By Tom Burkard

On July 29th, at about 10 a.m. a woman 
at Waterfront Park spotted a whale in the 
Raritan Bay, not far from the local beach.  
She reported the sighting, and members of the 
South Amboy and Sayreville Police Depart-
ments arrived at the scene, and immediately 
called the New Jersey Marine Mammal 
Stranding Center for assistance.  

According to Sayreville Police Officer 
Scott Poetsch, who was on duty, “It was a 20-
24 foot juvenile Minke Whale and weighed 
about 2 tons.”  Members of the Stranding 
Center helped the animal which appeared 
uninjured, back out to sea around 2 p.m.

As news of the whale’s visit traveled 
quickly, people came from all over to see if 
they could catch a glimpse of it, and TV crews 
were also on the scene.  Curiosity seekers 
numbered over  1,000  throughout the day, 
with most standing along the rail near the 
park’s track that overlooks the bay, and many 
took photos with their cell phones.

Back in August of 2011 following the 
hurricane, a carcass of a whale was found 
on the beach, not far from this year’s sight-
ing.  That sighting also drew at least 1,000 
people who heard about it over the internet 
or on TV.  

Sacred Heart Students To Use St. Mary’s 
School

Next month, Sacred Heart School stu-
dents will be utilizing classes at the site of 
the former St. Mary’s Elementary School.  
The school’s last graduating class was in 
2007, and it was officially closed on June 
15, 2007.  The following is a letter dated July 
27, 2012, addressed to parishioners, from St. 
Mary’s pastor, Rev. Dennis Weezorak:  “Dear 
Parishioners, I am writing you today to tell 
you of the assistance our parish will provide 
to our neighboring parish, Sacred Heart.  In 

preparation for the upcoming school year, Fr. 
Stanley Gromadzki, the new pastor of Sacred 
Heart Parish, was made aware of repairs 
that must be made to the school buildings.  
These repairs, some quite extensive, cannot 
be made with the children present in the 
school as it would pose a safety issue.  Faced 
with a rapidly approaching school year, it 
was evident that a major disruption and or 
delay to the school year would be imminent.  

(Continued on page 17)

September 11 
Memorial Service

The Borough of Sayreville will be 
hosting an 11th Annual Memorial Service 
to remember the victims of September 11, 
2001.  A Candlelight Ceremony will be held 
at 7 p.m., Sunday, Sept. 9, rain or shine, at 
the Sayreville Borough 9/11 Memorial at 
Burke’s Park, Washington Rd.  

Those wishing to attend are asked to 
arrive by 6:30 p.m.  For more info, contact 
Kenneth Kelly, Program Coordinator at 
732-727-1724.

Our Lady 
Of Victories 
Oktoberfest

Our Lady of Victories Parish will hold a 
parish Oktoberfest on Saturday, September 
29, 2012 from 7PM – 11PM in Monsignor 
Dalton Hall. Bernie’s Orchestra will provide 
entertaining German music. The Bayern 
Verein dancers will entertain throughout 
the evening. A delicious German dinner 
will be served along with mouth-watering 
German desserts. German beer, wine, soda, 
and water will be available all evening. The 
ticket price is $35.00 and can be purchased 
by calling either Teri at (732) 727-7639 or 
Joe at                       

(732) 257-4351.Tables of ten can be 
reserved for the event. Tickets will also 
be available after all Masses starting on 
August 19.

Blood Drive
Our Lady Of Victory Knights of Co-

lumbus Council # 2061 will be holding a 
Blood Drive on Sunday September 9, 2012 
from 8:30 am to 1:30 pm. If you would like 
to donate, the Council home is located at 
775 Washington Road in the Parlin section 
of Sayreville. For more info please call 
732-257-2061.

Your Donation Could Save A Life.

South Amboy Art 
Fest & Street Fair

The City of South Amboy will hold its 
2012 South Amboy Art Fest & Street Fair 
on Sunday, Sept. 23 from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m.  
The rain date is Sunday, Sept. 30.  Crafters, 
artists, and food vendors will be featured 
along with FREE hands on activities.  There 
will be plenty of FREE entertainment on 
Broadway for the entire family!  Admission 
and parking are also FREE.  For vendor info 
call 732-316-8213.

Annual Golden 
Rule Tea

The 4th Annual Golden Rule Tea will be 
held on Sunday, Sept. 16th at Trinity United 
Methodist Church, 815 Bordentown Ave., 
Sayreville/South Amboy from 2-4 p.m.  The 
Tea will include a very special fashion show 
from the Titanic era as well as a display of 
Titanic memorabilia.  Various teas will be 
served together with homemade sandwiches 
and desserts.  Tickets are $15.  Reservations 
are a must.  Call Nancy at 732-727-1935 or 
the Golden Rule Preschool at 732-721-3887 
for further info and reservations.

Hoffman HS Multi-
Year Reunion

The 14th annual H.G. Hoffman HS 
Alumni Reunion will be held on Sunday, 
Sept. 9 at the Atlantic Standard Restaurant at 
3602 Rt. 35, North, on the corner of Catherine 
St. in South Amboy (formerly Fiamma’s).  
The price is $50 per person.  Please send 
checks payable to Susan Mattsson, 241 
Cindy St., Old Bridge, NJ 08857.  

All alumni and friends of HGHHS are 
welcome at the multi-year reunion, regard-
less of your years of attendance or gradua-
tion.  Susan may be contacted at Smatts4@
aol.com for further info.

(Continued on page 25)

GOLF OUTING 
SEPT. 24

September 24th is the new date for the 
3rd Annual Golf Outing benefiting Cardi-
nal McCarrick/St. Mary’s High School at 
Concordia Golf Club in MonroeTownship. 
Golfers will tee up at 1:15 PM that Monday 
for a fee of $125 which is all-inclusive from 
a light lunch of hot dogs and all the fixin’s to 
a barbecue dinner reception and on-course 
beverages. Cart and green fees are included. 
Other sponsorships start at $225 with pro-
motional benefits.

$20 raffle tickets are also being sold 
beforehand for a chance to win a Forsgate 
Country Club foursome. 

Proceeds from this event provide finan-
cial aid to needy students, strengthen the 
excellence of school programs, maintain 
facilities and increase athletic and extra-
curricular programs. For more info, call 
732-721-0748 ext. 243 or register online at 
www.CardinalMcCarrick.com by September 
14th. All are welcome.

Coach Lewis Steps 
Down

By Tom Burkard
Cardinal McCarrick/St. Mary’s boys’ 

basketball coach, Joe Lewis recently an-
nounced that he will not return for the 
2012-2013 season.  He said that, “I want to 
see my son wrestle as a senior.  He won the 
Regional and District championships for 
two years, and finished fifth in the state in 
the 132 lb. weight class last year.”  

 Lewis, the Eagles 22nd coach and lon-
gest- tenured, had an amazing run.   His stel-

lar record for 17 years 
of 310-141, made him 
the school’s all-time 
leader in most career 
coaching victories for 
any sport.  To his credit, 
he guided the team 
to two GMC Tourna-
ment championships, 
and three Non-Public 
South B titles, while 
capturing 11 division 

crowns.  He was selected Coach of the Year 
in 2003, 2008, and 2011, and on May 4, 
2012, received the ultimate honor by being 
inducted into the school’s prestigious Sports 
Hall of Fame.  

 Joe will always be remembered for his 
fiery coaching technique, where he would 
literally holler and scream plays and en-
couragement to his players throughout the 
games, and almost 100% of the time, end up 
with no voice after the contest.  His teams 
were known for their aggressive defense and 
all-out hustle, along with their trademark 
never-say-die attitude, even when trailing 
in games.

Coach Joe Lewis
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Mike Toth,  President of Independence Fire Co.  and event organizer for the 13th Annual 
Antique & Classic Car Show/Flea Market,  stands by his favorite vintage “dream” car at the 
show on Aug. 5th.  *See more photos on page 10.  (Photo by Tom Burkard)   

Talk Of The Towns
By Tom Burkard

Deans List
Colleen A. Brown, a 2011 graduate of 

South Amboy High School, was named to 
the Dean’s List at Montclair State University 
for the Fall 2011 and the Spring 2012 se-
mesters. Congratulations on your academic 
achievement.

Old Phone Booth/ Ice Cream & Soda 
Counter

Cindy Sciallo Ryniec of Sayreville 
mentioned that she had stopped in Madura’s 
Pharmacy recently and noticed that the old 
phone booth and also the ice cream and soda 
counter were no longer there.  Those items 
certainly brought back great memories to 
many patrons through the years.

Highest Point In South Amboy, 
Sayreville?

Avid SA Times reader Joe Krzyzkowski  
of Parlin, wonders if any readers know what 
the highest natural points in South Amboy 
and Sayreville are.  Does anyone know?   
Let us know your thoughts.

Former Coaches Meet
Former Hoffman/South Amboy HS 

softball coach Rich Klein recently ran into 
former Woodbridge HS softball coach Stu 
Jago at Jenks in Point Pleasant.   Stu also 
played for the very talented Wizards men’s 
softball team from Sayreville.   

In Memoriam
Janice Pauloski Hicks, 64, of South Am-

boy died on July 22.  She was a produce man-
ager at Foodtown for 22 years and retired in 
2001.  Janice was also a talented left-handed  
catcher and fine hitter with the Hawks team 
in the first South Amboy Women’s League 
in 1976.  Stanley Wickley, 94, formerly of 
Melrose, died on July 27.  He was an usher 
at Sacred Heart Church and one of the real 
good guys.  Michael Maher, 53, of Morgan 
died on July 28.  He was a member of the 
U.S. Army All-Pistol team, and won a silver 
medal as a sharpshooter in Germany.  Mary 
Mazuroski, 95, of Sayreville died on July 28.  
She was past president of St. Stan’s PTA, and 

Pleasant Little 
Trivia

By Tom Burkard
1.  St. Mary’s Grammar School principal in 
1960?  a. Sister Madeline b. Sister Cleophas 
c. Sister Beata
2. Chairperson of Sayreville Shad Tree Com-
mission in ’75?  a. Janet Hartman b. Russell 
Meyer c. Joseph Kupsch
3. The vice-president-GM of Raritan River 
Railroad in 1980?  a. John Stone b. Mike 
Melenchik c. Robert Kipp
4. Commander of Sayreville VFW Post 4699 
in 1976?  a. Ray Kurzawa b. W. Mikolai c. 
Ed Rappleyea
5.  South Amboy City Business Administra-
tor in ’92?  a. Ed McLane b. Frank Minnick 
c. John Mason
6.  In what section of Sayreville is Coolidge 
Ave. located?  a. Melrose b. President Park 
c. Oak Tree
7. President of the South Amboy Board 
Education in ’94?  a. Bob Kelly b. Patricia 
Kanecke c. Barbara Rone
8. This liquor store was located on Raritan 
St. in Sayreville in 1980?  a. B & E Liquors 
b. Sayreville Liquors c. Two Towns 
9. South Amboy Boat Club commodore in 
1979?  a. Burk Lambertson b. Joe McCarthy 
c. John O’Sullivan
10. Sayreville’s Borough attorney in ’60?  
a. Ed Kolodziej b. Joseph Karcher c. John 
Lucitt
11. South Amboy Knights of Columbus #426 
Grand Knight in 1984?  a. John Grimley b. 
Steve Schmid c. Leo DiGuilio
12. Where was Hercules located in Parlin?  
a. Main St. b. Minnisink Ave. c. Jernee 
Mill Rd.

Answers
1b 2a 3c 4a 5c 6b 7a 8a 9b 10b 11a 12b.

Special Programs At Dowdell Library
September is National Library Card 

Sign-up Month!  The Dowdell Library of 
South Amboy is your community place 
for new opportunities, lifelong learning, 
free Internet and Wi-Fi access, free online 
GED and SAT prep courses and tutorials, 
movies, current magazines, bestsellers, and 
special entertainment and informational 
programs.  

Your library also plays a vital role in 
providing free 24/7 Internet resources.  To 
access           24/7 information from your 
home or office, just go to www.dowdell.
org, click on “Jerseyclicks” or “Learning 
Express,” and type in your library card 
number.  Also, ask for the free guide the 
next time you’re in. So, take advantage of 
your community’s resources and see your 
librarian for all your information needs – the 
ultimate search engine. 

Kids, a back-to-school backpack contest 
is going on and the drawing will take place at 

the end of the month.  So, drop in the library 
for a chance to win!

Additionally, Miriam Baresh, of Prim-
erica, will present a “How Money Works” 
seminar on Monday, September 24th at 6:30 
pm. This informative seminar will discuss 
paying off your debt in the best possible 
manner, credit card traps, how your life 
insurance policy works, and the rule of 72.  
The three root causes of financial problems 
most families face are failure to plan, being 
uninformed and having misinformation.  So, 
drop in for some free financial advice.

For more information, contact the 
library at 732-721-6060 or comments@
dowdell.org. The Dowdell Library is adja-
cent to the South Amboy High School; hours 
are Monday, Tuesday and Thursday 10 am 
– 8 pm; Wednesday and Friday 10 am – 5 
pm and Saturday (after Labor Day) from 
12 pm to 4 pm.
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Trail Of Trials
By Al Gomolka Jr.

Times Poet Laureate
c.1995

Life is a trail of trials
“We” by nature
Do not envision trials as having value
But trials are “our” ways-to-means
It is in the way “we” handle trials
Not letting trials rule “us”
Attitude, vision, and expression with these 
trials
That “we” all will experience
Purifies “our” spirit
Which enhances “our” light
Or darkens “our” souls
Storms will always be brewing
Battles are impending
The devil will always attack
Trials, trials, trials
Pray ‘til one trial is over
And look forward to living for a new one
Until “our” trail of trials has ended at 
heaven. 

 ★  Business of the Month  ★

Commercial Truck Restoration, Inc. 

Commercial Truck Restoration, Inc., located at 379 County Rd. in nearby Cliffwood 
has been serving its customers for 30 years.  Currently celebrating 1-year of being 
a Penske truck rental agent, they will also become a Hertz rental agent on August 
15, 2012.  (Photo by Tom Burkard)

Commercial Truck Restoration, Inc. 
has been serving our customers for 30 
years. Along with their technicians being 
I-car certified, the company is a fully 
licensed and insured repair facility. They 
specialize in light and heavy duty truck 
and car repair. The company’s scope of 
work includes body work, welding and 
fabrication, fiberglass work, mechani-
cal work and much more. The company 
also has road side service and towing 
available.

In the past year they have branched 

out to other services. The company is 
currently celebrating 1 year of being 
a Penske truck rental agent. They rent 
all types of trucks for residential or for 
business needs. On August 15, 2012, 
they will officially become a Hertz rental 
agent and will now be able to rent cars 
as well as trucks. Commercial Truck 
will now be a one stop shop for all their 
customers repair and rental needs.  

For more information on any of the 
above, please call Commercial Truck 
Restoration, Inc. at 732-970-7334.

Past & Present-South Amboy Knights of Columbus Council #426 Past Grand Knight 
(PGK) Craig Biesiada (l) and present Grand Knight Ray Suchcicki (r) were on hand to offer 
information and applications to potential new members of our community’s outstanding 
organization. (Photo by Tom Burkard)  

FREE Kaplan SAT 
Prep Test

Kaplan will be offering a FREE SAT 
preparation test at the Sayreville Public 
Library on Saturday, September 22 from 
10:00AM to 2:30PM! This four and one half-
hour practice SAT test will show students 
what to expect in a test-like environment. 
The test results are returned to students via 
email within two weeks of the event. Avail-
ability is very limited! Sign up while there 
is still space! Register online or contact 
Alaina at alainad@lmxac.org or call 732-
727-0212 ex. 25.

Kayla’s Crew 2nd 
Annual Walk

On Saturday, September 29, 2012 at 
Kennedy Park Sayreville, NJ. The walk to 
raise money for The Children’s Hospital of 
Philadelphia will be held.  Registration be-
gins at 10:00 am and the walk bgins at 11:00 
am.  Registration fee is $10.00 for informa-
tion and pledge forms email Kaylascrew@
gmail.com or call 732-586-5251.
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Yearbook-St. Mary’s 1977
By Tom Burkard

As St. Mary’s senior class of ’77 returned 
to school for its final year in Sept. 1976, they 
probably flipped the radio station and heard 
the top hit, “You Should Be Dancing,” by 
The Bee Gees.  At the Augusta Street school, 
Father McConnell was pastor, Sister Joan 
Gavron, principal, Sister Geraldine, vice-
principal, and Gary Schreiber, disciplinar-
ian.  Other faculty members included Sister 
Rosemary Malauge, Adele Baluk, Andrew 
Joyce, Rosemarie Koroluk, Brother Vincent 
Gartland, Francis Norek, Gary Linderoth 
and Sharon Lee.

In Nov. ’76, Jimmy Carter narrowly won 
the presidency over Gerald Ford, and while 
at the Eagles Den…The “Happening” was 
tons of fun for everyone, as was the Faculty 
vs. NY Yankees basketball game…Some of 
the Eagles’ fine coaches were: Sister Donna 
Campbell, gymnastics; Steve Nestinger, girls 
cross country, and girls basketball; Mary Jo 
Kugle, softball; Kevin Boises, boys tennis; 
Jim McConnville, golf.

Fabulous seniors, selected randomly 
included: Lizabeth Avellan, Martin Bi-

ancamano, Robert Bulman, John Carroll, 
Thomas Caterina, Ann Marie Cattano, James 
Cosentino, Joseph Creed, Susan Cook, Barry 
and Brian Davies, Michael Durnye, Cathy 
Downs, John Dibling, Cheryl Gorczyca, 
Michael Harvey, Anna Holton, Sheila Kress, 
Teresa Lupo, Chris & Lynn Meade, Eleanor 
Munck, Mary McQuade, Tim O’Malley, 
Nora O’Connor, Donna Pearson, Warren 
Rappleya, Tom Rogers, Tom Reilly, El-
len Smith, Lauren Space, Richard Szaro, 
Linda Toto, Douglas Volosin, James Vona, 
Catherine Zebro, James Grover, Patricia 
Scarangello, Linda Bernhardt, Patricia 
Grieco…Some of the top senior athletes 
included: Steve Blaha, Francis Cheeseman, 
Tim Connor, John Connors, Michael DeJoy, 
John McNamara, Jeffrey Wilusz.

St. Mary’s HS Class of 1977 was a 
wonderful group of fascinating personalities 
with so much to offer to the big world that 
awaited them after graduation.  It’s been 35 
years (hard to believe), but this class will 
always be remembered!

Microsoft Word 
2010 For Beginners 

Learn to type a letter, resume, book, 
etc. in Microsoft Word 2010 at Sayreville 
Public Library on Wednesday, September 19 
from 2:00 to 4:00PM. Please note that this 
is a beginner level course. First preference 
goes to Sayreville patrons who haven’t 
taken this class before. You must know 
how to use the mouse and have a basic 
understanding of how to use the keyboard 
to take this course. For more information 
or to register, contact Alaina at alainad@
lmxac.org or call 732-727-0212 ex. 25. 
Adults only, please.

Creative Writing 
Group

Gather once a month to meet with other 
writers to bounce ideas off of one another 
or clear that infamous writer’s block! Spe-
cial guest professional writers will join the 
group from time to time to give advice and 
talk about their experiences as writers.  This 
group meets on the third Thursday of each 
month at the Sayreville Public Library. Join 
us on Thursday, September 20 from 2:00 to 
4:00PM. ADULTS ONLY! For more infor-
mation, contact Alaina at alainad@lmxac.
org or call 732-727-0212 ex. 25.

4
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Campers dressed up for Princess Week: Camp SAY’s “Princesses in Training” were invited 
to a Tea Party and learned party etiquette.  Each camper dressed as their favorite Princess!  
(Photo Submitted)

Paczkowski-Ascione Swam Around 
Manhattan Island

By Tom Burkard
On Aug. 4, former South Amboy resi-

dent Lynn Paczkowski-Ascione, as part of 
a 4-women relay team swam 28.5 miles 
around Manhattan Island for two charities, 
American Lung Cancer and Charity Swim 
Free.  The team’s goal was to complete the 
swim in 9 hours, and they easily beat that by 
finishing in 8 hours and 20 minutes.

Lynn said that, “We had an escort boat, a 
paddler next to the swimmer, and we rotated 
swimming every half hour for the entire day.  
Everyone involved was fantastic, and our 
team had a mix of swimming talent, plus 
we’re great friends.  It was a lot of fun.”

Paczkowski-Ascione, who now resides 
in Ramsey, NJ,  began her swimming career 
as a 4-year old at Frog Hollow in South 
Amboy, and while studying at Clarion Uni-
versity in Pennsylvania, she concentrated 
on diving.  She became a master swimmer 

at age 38, and her next challenges will be 
to swim 10 miles in Vermont, and “I’d like 
to go as a 2-person team in the Manhattan 
Island Marathon Swim or in the Gertrude 
Adderly Swim from Battery Park in New 
York to Sandy Hook, which is 17.5 miles,” 
she said.  Congratulations Lynn and best 
of luck!

Sadowski Wins Big 
At County Fair

Ben Sadowski of Sayreville captured 3 
first place blue ribbons, 1 second place, and 
1 third place ribbon for his beautiful stained 
glass works of art.  He was also interviewed 
and featured on Channel 12 News “On The 
Road” with Carissa Lawson, and gave an 
excellent demonstration on how he creates 
such magnificent items.  Congratulations, 
Ben on a job well done!
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John Zammit (l) of South Amboy is a “Big Brother” to 10 year old Christian (r).  (Photo 
submitted)

Big Brothers And Sisters Make  A 
Difference

By Alexa Hess
Founded in 1976 by Monmouth County 

resident, Curtis Colby, Big Brothers and 
Sisters of Monmouth County is a volunteer 
organization that individualizes in one on 
one attention for children.  In January of 
2011 the agency expanded their services to 
Middlesex County.  Through this program 
adults ages 21 and older mentor children ages 
6-14.  The mentors are known as the “big” 
brother or sister and the children are known 
as the “little” brother or sister.

Twice a month the big picks up the little 
at their house to spend time together.  They 
take part in free or low costing activities, 
such as hiking, fishing, playing basketball or 
whatever the “big” and “little” may think of.  
These activities usually run about two to four 
hours on the weekend or after school.  They 
are to help the little have new experiences 
outside of their home and neighborhood life.  
A professional case manager is assigned to 
all participants for support and supervision 
to ensure the safety of the match.  A one year 
requirement is in place for the pair to help 
the relationship grow.

In November 2011, South Amboy resi-
dent, John Zammit was paired with 10 year 
old Christian.  John is helping to teach Chris 
about being respectful and demonstrating 
good sportsmanship.  Chris feels that his 
friendship with John is “awesome.”  They 
both look forward to many more good times 
together.  Currently there are more than 500 
little brothers and sisters matched with men-
tors, while 40 are waiting for their own big 
brother or sister to start building a friendship 
with.  For more information on becoming 
a mentor or to donate to the agency please 
visit www.bbbsmmc.org

Job Search/
Networking 

Support Group
Are you sick and tired of the constant 

disappointments you experience while 
trying to find a job?  Share your personal 
experiences and frustrations with fellow job 
seekers in this new job search support group 
designed to help people cope with the ups 
and downs one faces while trying to navigate 
through a challenging job market. Group 
members are encouraged to trade job search 
and interview tips with one another, in addi-
tion to establishing a network among their 
peers to keep one another aware of potential 
job opportunities. This is a self-moderated 
group, run by you, the job seekers, but the 
first session and various future sessions will 
be led by career coach, Dr. Colleen Georges, 
to establish a direction for the group, and to 
check in to provide essential tips and tricks 
of trying to land a job in a market that can 
be overwhelming. The second meeting 
will take place at Sayreville Public Library 
on Thursday, September 27 from 7:00 to 
8:00PM. We will be meeting monthly on the 
4th Thursday of every month, but the group 
has the potential to meet more frequently 
if members find this to be helpful. Light 
refreshments will also be served! For more 
information about this group or to register, 
contact Alaina at 732-727-0212 ex. 25 or 
email her at alainad@lmxac.org.

Competitive Swim 
Builds Character

Sarah Navarro, Aquatic Director, South 
Amboy Branch YMCA

Swimming is more than just a form of 
exercise, and being part of a competitive 
swim team is more than just participating 
in a sport.  It’s a great way to build one’s 
character, create great memories, and form 
close relationships between family and 
friends.

Being part of a swim team promotes 
the development of the following traits: 
self-discipline, self-confidence, responsibil-
ity, perseverance, good sportsmanship, and 
teamwork.  Swimmers learn dedication, com-
mitment and sacrifice through daily swim 
practice.  Their hard work and dedication 
pay off at swim meets when their times are 
faster.  Their continued efforts to achieve 
their goals, despite difficulties, help them 
to grow as individuals.  Children learn to 
embrace victory and manage defeat.  In fact, 
swimmers come to understand that if they do 
their very best there are no failures.

A competitive swim team will bring 
great memories that will last a lifetime.  Chil-
dren will remember their first competition, 
their very first place victory, and hopefully 
qualifying for a championship swim meet.  
The excitement that a child experiences 
the first time they place first will be unfor-
gettable, and will be shared by everyone.  
Memories can even be formed by something 
as simple as hanging out with teammates 
while waiting to swim.  Competitive swim-
ming is a very memorable experience in a 
child’s life.

The support from family and friends is 
something that a child will always remember.  
A swim team is a great way for children to 
build relationships with other swimmers.  A 
lot of close friendships begin in the swim-
ming pool, not only between swimmers but 
also between their families.  Being involved 
with a swim team can promote closeness 
within the family unit, as parents commit to 
helping their children achieve their swim-
ming goals.  It is a place where children make 
new friends and families come together.

The South Amboy Branch YMCA 
begins our second season of competitive 
swim team this Fall!  Being part of the 
South Amboy Cyclones will be more than 
just being part of a swim team.  It will be an 
opportunity for children to build character 
traits, create memories to last a lifetime, 
and form new friendships.  Competitive 
swimming and being part of a team is a very 
special and rewarding experience in a child’s 
life.  Enjoy the rest of the summer and get 
ready for swim season

Computer Mouse 
for Beginners

This is the ultimate in beginners’ 
computer courses. Learn how to use the 
mouse in Microsoft Windows 7 at the 
Sayreville Public Library on Monday, 
September 24 from 6:00 to 8:00PM. 
First preference goes to Sayreville patrons 
that have not taken this class before. For 
more information, contact Alaina at 732-
727-0212 ex. 25 or alainad@lmxac.org.  
Adults only, please.
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Old Friends

1969-Some of the members of the legendary Sacred Heart Men’s Basketball team got 
together at Ed Paczkowski’s house in South Amboy.  The teammates pictured (l-r) Jim 
“Zeke” Walczak, Ed Paczkowski, John Ciol, Tom Kuc, Ray “Butch” Tomaszewski,  Jim 
Inman.  (Photo/info courtesy of Ed Paczkowski) 

2012 Jersey Boys State Delegates
(Article submitted)

American Legion Lenape Post 211 
of Sayreville’s Past Commander Richard 
Kosmoski, proudly announced the 4 del-
egates from Post 211 that have completed 
the American Legion Jersey Boys State 
Program held at Rider University this past 
June.   The boys that attended the program 
are: Bryan McMoore, Shah Ronak, Andrew 
Vega from Sayreville War Memorial HS, 
and Alec Haklar from St. Joseph’s HS in 
Metuchen.

The boys were selected on their scholas-
tic abilities along with their desire to foster 
Americanism.  The program, now in its 67th 
year lasted for a week, and is one of the 
most successful  programs conducted by the 
American Legion.  The Boys State Programs 
have produced many fine leaders over the 
years from presidents of the U.S. (William 
Clinton) to successful businessmen.

During their weeklong stay, the boys 
work on establishing their own democratic 
governments from the presidency down to 
local government officials.  Since there are 
only 2 political parties to be established, the 

top spots are limited.  If a boy chooses not 
to seek a top seat in government, he will 
then work diligently to see that his party 
wins the election and reaps the rewards of 
a winning party.  Debates and speeches are 
conducted just as would be in a real presi-
dential election.  

This is a learning experience that these 
boys will take with them forever.  The 
friendships that they make are a bond that 
only those who attend can understand.  Be-
ing selected as a delegate and attending the 
program can be a stepping stone in opening 
doors for these young men in all of their 
future endeavors.

State Chairman Kosmoski said that, “As 
chairman of the Jersey Boys State Program, 
I am very proud of Bryan, Shah, Andrew 
and Alec for all they have accomplished so 
far in their young lives, and look forward in 
following them through their college years 
and the future beyond.  We have given them 
the tools for a successful life, and it is up to 
them to do the work.”



       August 25, 2012   South Amboy-Sayreville Times

Lt. Col. Jack O’Connell (r) is pictured with his sister Tara O’Connell Geant (l) and their father 
James “Red” O’Connell (c) at Jack’s graduation from War College at the National Defense 
University in Washington, DC.  (Photo/info submitted)

O’Connell Survived Sinking Ship
August 27th marks the 60th Anniversary 

of James “Red” O’Connell’s ship, the USS 
Sarsi hitting a mine and sinking off the coast 
of Korea during the Korean War.  O’Connell 
of South Amboy was in the water for 7 ½ 
hours before being picked up by a mine 

sweeper in the area. 
 He was pictured in a New York City 

daily newspaper with a life preserver, and 
had it autographed by all of the other sur-
vivors.

My First Car

Frank Cilente of Sayreville told us about his first car, pictured above; “On May 7, 1967, I 
turned 17, so I ran to get my driver’s license, and went to a used car lot in Jersey City.  I 
told the salesman that I wanted to buy any convertible car he had for $50.  The salesman 
took me to the back of the lot, and showed me this old 1957 Chevy Belair convertible.  It 
didn’t look great, as you can see from the photo, but it was a convertible!  So, I got it home 
and picked up my girlfriend, and it was a fun summer.  Oh, yes, if only I still had that car!”  
(Photo/story courtesy of Frank Cilente, owner of Facsonic) 

South Amboy Residents Meet Foreign 
Olympians

By Steve Schmid
On a recent vacation to the British Isles 

with my wife and her mother, we had the 
opportunity to meet several members of the 
Costa Rica national Olympic team who were 
flying to the 2012 London Olympics.  Even 
though we weren’t going to the games, we felt 
like we were still part of the excitement.

We spoke to the coach of the men’s 
cycling team and wished him and his team 
good luck.  The Costa Rica men and women 
were smartly dressed in their country’s uni-
forms.  Unfortunately, the Costa Rica team 
failed to medal at the Olympics.

Military News
Kyle Woolf, son of Mary Beth and Paul 

Woolf, has recently graduated from the Great 
Lakes Naval Training Center in Illinois on 
June 29th.  Kyle completed 8 weeks of basic 
training and moved up to class E-3 during 
that time.  He also received expert marks-
manship in rifle shooting.  Upon graduation, 
he is being trained in Fort Lee, VA, as a 
culinary specialist.  He will graduate from 
A-School on Aug. 24, and return home for 

14 days.  He will ship out to Japan upon his 
return to the Navy.

Kyle is a 2001 graduate of St. Mary’s 
Regional High School, South Amboy.  Fol-
lowing graduation, he worked as an EMT 
in the Philadelphia area and Evesham area.  
This is a big career move for Kyle, who 
turned 29 on July 4th.  He plans on making 
the Navy his career.  Anchors away, Kyle!  
Best of luck!
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Therapy Dog-Jerry Mokar (l) of Morgan and Angela Lisa (r) proudly show their pet, “Cali,” 
who is learning to become a medical therapy dog.  A therapy dog is trained to provide affection 
and comfort to patients in nursing homes and hospitals.  These dogs relieve people with 
stressful situations by allowing persons to make physical contact, and by simply petting the 
dog.  “Cali” frequently visits the local nursing facility for this purpose.  (Photo/info courtesy 
of Joe Lotkowictz) 

Author Chelle 
Martin Wins Award

South Amboy author Chelle Martin 
recently won second place in the 2012 San 
Joaquin Sisters in Crime’s coveted Dead 
Bird contest for her short story, “Trinkets 
For All Occasions.”

In addition, the talented writer’s new 
story, “A Bonnie Day In Princeton,” was 
published in the US1 Summer Fiction Issue.  
It can be found online at www.princetoninfo.
com.  Archived issues are there also.

Congratulations, Chelle, and keep up 
the excellent work!

Bus Trip To AC
The Sayreville Historical Society is 

planning an Atlantic City Bus Trip on Sep-
tember 9, 2012 to Trump Taj Mahal Casino.  
You will get $30.00 slot cash back.  There 
will be bingo and snacks on the bus with 
snacks and a movie on the trip home.

The bus leaves the Sayreville Senior 
Center, 425 Washington Road, Sayreville, 
NJ parking lot at 10:45 a.m. and returns 
approximately 8:30 p.m. Cost is $35.00 
per person  (a $10.00 deposit is required 
by September 1, 2012).  To sign up please 
contact Art Rittenhouse at 732-525-3208 or 
leave a message at the Sayreville Historical 
Society Museum 732-390-7048.
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Pictured (l-r) are Cheryl Schmid-president; Susan Kadar-State Columbiette President; Nancy 
Smetana-vice president; Erica Freudenberg-secretary; Daniela Mieczkowski-treasurer; 
Michelle Nantallicchio-Mojica-financial secretary; Eileen Pabon-sentinel; Ray Suchcicki-
Grand Knight, Council 426.  (Photo by Toni Suchcicki)

South Amboy Columbiettes Organize
The institution of the South Amboy 

Columbiettes of Council #426 took place 
last month as 22 women became charter 
members of the organization.  The Knights 
of Columbus Council #426 was chartered in 
1899, and the institution of the Columbiettes 
marked the first time in the 113 years of the 
South Amboy Knights that women will have 
an official presence at the hall.  According 
to the District Deputy Eileen Swingle, the 
addition of the South Amboy organization is 
now the 10th auxiliary included in the South 
East Chapter of New Jersey.

Many of the women started their special 
day by attending the 10 a.m. Mass held at 
Sacred Heart Church in South Amboy.  Pas-
tor Rev. Stanley G. Gromadzki and Deacon 
Serge Bernatchez both noted the group’s 
presence during the liturgy.  The women 
attended the Mass to affirm their faith and 
ask for God’s blessings as they took their 
institution.

That afternoon, the women took both 
their First Degree and Major Degree.  The 
installation of officers took place immedi-
ately following the degrees.  The Supreme 

President of the Columbiettes Pamela De-
saulniers, Supreme officers, State President 
Susan Kadar, state officers and other digni-
taries, along with Rev. William Smith, the 
State Chaplain, attended the institution.  A 
reception for the charter members, Colum-
biette officials, family and friends concluded 
the day’s activities.

The newly installed officers are Presi-
dent Cheryl Schmid, Vice-President Nancy 
Smetana, Financial Secretary Michelle 
Natallicchio Mojica, Treasurer Daniela 
Mieczkowski, Secretary Erica Freudenberg, 
and Sentinel  Eileen Pabon.

The other charter members are Eva 
DiGuilio, Christine Caratozzolo, Nadine 
Durnya, Isabel Freudneberg, Debbie Kern, 
JoAnne Luccarelli, Maria Markisello, Fay 
McAndrew, Mary Michalowski, Kathy 
Myczkowski, Ola Nicoletti, Jennifer Oro-
fino, Doris Ruszczyk, Tara Sagliocco, Toni 
Suchcicki, and Carol Wilson.  

The Columbiettes meet the 2nd Monday 
of the month at 7:30 p.m. at the Knights 
of Columbus Hall, 308 Fourth St., South 
Amboy.
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Music Trivia
 “Good”
By Tom Burkard

1.__Good Lovin’ a. Mitch Ryder
2.__For The Good Times b. Bobby Brown
3.__Let The Good Times Roll c. Elvis Presley
4.__Gimme Gimme Good Lovin’ d. Hugo Montenegro
5.__Good Enough e. Crazy Elephant
6.__Good For Me f. Oliver
7.__Good Golly Miss Molly g. Ray Price
8.__Good Luck Charm h. Shirley & Lee
9.__Good Morning Starshine i. The Young Rascals
10._The Good, The Bad, And The Ugly j. Amy Grant

Answers
1i 2g 3h 4e 5b 6j 7a 8c 9f 10d.  

In Memory Of A Friend And Bandmate
By Clem Skarzynski

On Sunday, July 15th, Sayreville’s talented 
guitarist/bassist, John Bates passed 
away at 65 years old, leaving a void 
in our “local circle of musicians.”  John 
was the bassist for Sayreville’s “The 
Fabulous Elegants,” one of our area’s 
first garage bands, who dominated the 
teen scene from 1962-1967, and will long 
be remembered for the O.L.V. Teen Nite 
C.Y.O. dances, block dances behind the 
Boro Hall, and the Saturday night dances 
at Sayreville High.  
John began his talented musical years 
as a fiery lead guitar player with his ’59 
Jazzmaster, but fellow “Elegant,” the late 
Tom Gurgol convinced John to switch to 
bass, where Bates made his mark with 
his “walking the bass technique,” and 
classic Fender Bass Bottom End, with his 

white Jazz Bass and Blonde Piggyback 
Bassman amp.
With Frank and Nick Piscatelli and Walt 
Skwira, “The Fabulous Elegants” were in 
high demand as the area’s hottest rock 
n’ roll band, even recording their own 
self-titled L.P. with 12 awesome vocal 
and instrumental covers.
I, the writer was honored to be a part of 
“The Elegants II” from 1966-1969, then, 
in ’71, I brought John into the 7-piece 
oldies/rock group, “People” as our bass 
player.  We did the Rt. 35 scene till around 
1980, and Bates adapted so well to our 
style of music, and onto the Disco era.  
John could play it all, and I’ve lost count 
of the times he showed me how to “work 
a lead lick” in any given song.
The SA Times Publisher Tom Burkard 
recalled John filling-in one night with 
his band, “The Gamblers” in the 1980’s; 
“John was an outstanding guitar 
player, and one night, our lead guitarist 
couldn’t make the performance at the 
Sportsmen’s Lounge on Route 9 near 
Morganville.  We were a 3-piece group, 
and John volunteered, and came through 
to help us put on the greatest show of 
our short-lived run as “The Gamblers.”  
As a matter of fact, at closing time, the 
place went wild, and the crowd called 
us back for an encore!  That was a rare 
thing back in those days, and John Bates 
was truly amazing that night.  He was an 
extremely talented musician, and to go 
along with that, a quiet, and great person.  
I will certainly miss him.” 
John’s talent really came about when 
he became an accomplished recording 
engineer, working on multi-tracking and 
other aspects of recording.  He had “the 
knack.”  Having mastered the guitar, 
bass and recording field, he displayed 
enormous musical talent that will be 
remembered and missed by us all.  
Rest in peace, John.  We had lots of 
laughs together –show ‘em how it’s done 
up there!

JoBonanno and The Godsons of Soul, one of New Jersey’s Top 10, most popular rock ‘n’ 
roll bands, is pictured during a recent performance on The Deck at The Golden Nugget in 
Atlantic City.  In photo (l-r) Dennis Meile on guitar, Jerry Mokar (Morgan resident) on sax, 
JoBonanno, lead vocals, and Bob Nelson on drums.  (Photo by Angela Lisa)

Rumbles From 
The Rock ‘N’ Roll 

Reunion
By Clem Skarzynski

Hey kids, just a reminder…Saturday 
Sept. 15th, Sayreville’s Recreation Depart-
ment’s own Jerry Ust will host the 4th An-
nual “Blast From The Past” Car Show and 
concert.  Co-hosted by Central Jersey’s “D.J. 
with a heart,” Mr. Richie Hart and the Just 
Us Cruisers Car Club, we’re expecting well 
over 300 customs, hot rods, and cruisers to 
fill Sayreville’s Kennedy Park.

Sayreville’s own “F.O.G.” will open the 
show starting at 5 p.m. with a set of awesome 
rock ‘n’ roll, followed by South Amboy’s 
own Danny Toye, doing a bit of acoustic solo 
stuff, and the “Famous Fee Brothers,” Fran 
and Tim, along with Richie Standowski, and 
yours truly, will be doin’ “The Rockdaddys” 
Classic Rock Show.  South Amboy’s premier 
soundman, Mr. Emerson Jones of Basement 
Audio will provide the “loudness,” and a 
special guest appearance by Matt Esposito 
from “The Spider Daniels Band” doin’ the 
bass chores for the “Daddys.”

Hey car owners, bring along some non-
perishable foods for the Sayreville Food 
Bank for your “entrance fee.”  There’s gonna 
be food too!  Don’t miss it kids!  Fire up the 
hot rod, turn the key on that cruiser, hop-up 
that Harley, hey, pedal that Schwinn too!   
Lots of fun.  Be there.  We will… 

#1 Pop Hits-Aug. 25
2007-Beautiful Girls-Sean Kingston
1994-Stay-Lisa Loeb & Nine Stories
1983-Every Breath You Take-The Police
1974-(You’re) Having My Baby-Paul 
Anka
1962-The Loco-Motion-Little Eva
1956-Don’t Be Cruel/Hound Dog-Elvis 
Presley

While vacationing recently with his family in Ireland, Dan Toye (l), met up with his old friend 
and classmate (St Mary’s High, 1971), Richard Sullivan (r). They had a fine time catching 
up as Richard showed them around Dublin. After a long career as an archeologist in the 
Southwest U.S., Richard now works for an Irish Translation/Technical Writing company. He 
lived in Dublin for the past nine years and recently moved to Bantry,in West Cork, Ireland. 
He loves traveling the globe and is a faithful reader of The SA Times on line! Great to see 
you again Richard. (Photo/Info Submitted)

Here is a photo of Brian O’Connor and some of his students after putting on a great show for 
the disabled veterans on July 21, 2012. Front Row - Shayna Lee O’Connor, Brian O’Connor, 
Kyle O’Connor, Suhani Shah and Giovanni Spataro  Back Row - Bruce Grankowski, 
Kevin O’Connor and Brendan O’Keeffe.  Looking forward to a return performance!  (Photo 
Submitted)

Movie Matinee
Join us at Sayreville Public Library 

for our monthly movie matinee on Friday, 
September 28th from 2:00 to 4:00PM. Enjoy 
popular first run movie hits on our new 84” 
x 84” screen and fresh popcorn from our 
popcorn machine! Watch a movie and meet 
fellow movie enthusiasts!  Check out our 
September feature on our website, www.
sayrevillelibrary.org or call Alaina at 732-
727-0212 ex. 25 or email her at alainad@
lmxac.org for more information. ADULTS 
ONLY, please! 

You Tube-In
By Tom Burkard

Some interesting songs you probably 
don’t remember that may be worth listening 
to and in some cases watching the videos on 
youtube.com are:  1950’s-My Heart Is An 
Open Book by Carl Dobkins Jr. peaked at #3 
in ’59.  1960’s-Early In The Morning by Van-
ity Fair, reached #12 in ’69.  1970’s-Joanne by 
Michael Nesmith & The First National Band.  
This was after Nesmith left The Monkees.  
It’s a nice song, and borderline country, but 
still made it to #21 on the Billboard Top 40 
Pop list in ’70.  1980’s-The Breakup Song 
(They Don’t Write ‘Em) was a #15 hit for 
The Greg Kihn Band in ’81.  1990’s-Hey 
Jealousy rose to #25 in 1993 for The Gin 
Blossoms.  2000’s-A band called Bowling 
For Soup reached #23 in 2004 with their 
hit, “1985.”

#1 Country Hits-
Aug. 25

2003-It’s Five O’Clock Somewhere-Alan 
Jackson & Jimmy Buffet
1998-I’m Alright-Jo Dee Messina
1981-I Don’t Need You-Kenny Rogers
1975-Rhinestone Cowboy-Glen Campbell
1966-Almost Persuaded-David Houston
1958-Blue Blue Day-Don Gibson

Library Record 
Donations

The Friends of the Sayreville Public 
Library will continue its program of program 
of record donations. The records must be 
either 45’s or 33 1/3. Please contact Teri at 
732-727-7639 for further information or if 
you have a large record donation.

One Hit Wonders
20 Years Ago

1992-Everything Changes-Kathy Troc-
coli; Live And Learn-Joe Public; Baby Got 
Back-Sir Mix-A-Lot; Achy Breaky Heart-
Billy Ray Cyrus; Life Is A Highway-Tom 
Cochrane; Stay-Shakespear’s Sister; Jump 
Around-House Of Pain; Please Don’t Go-
K.W.S.; How Do You Talk To An Angel-
Heights; Would I Lie To You?-Charles & 
Eddie; Flex-Mad Cobra; Here We Go Again!-
Portrait; Someone To Hold-Trey Lorenz; 
Love Is On The Way-Saigon Kick. 
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Brant Ust (r), former All-American baseball player at the University of Notre Dame , who went 
on to play pro ball, and Major League Baseball legend, South Amboy’s own Jack McKeon 
(l) ran into each other recently.  Brant submitted the following story: “Jack was in uniform 
for USA Baseball as an honorary manager for the Collegiate National team in Durham, 
NC.  Needless to say, it was an interesting conversation.  We found ourselves spending 
most of our time talking about all things South Amboy from the Daylight Bakery (RIP) to 
the O’Brien twins.  Though I did not grow up in South Amboy, I spent many summers with 
my family there, and have always had an extreme pride for my dad’s hometown.  The first 
thing he made us visit when we moved to Seattle in 1988 was the Johnny and Eddie O’Brien 
portion of the “Kingdome Museum” where all of Seattle’s sports history was on display.”  
(Photo/story courtesy of Brant Ust) 

South Amboy resident Tom Chepko ventures 
out to The Great Beds lighthouse with “Lil’ 
Buddy” Ken Anderson (visiting from Taos, 
New Mexico) not pictured. Tom’s wife Kathy 
Chepko nervously waited on shore. (Photo/
info submitted)

GOLF CLASSIC TO 
BENEFIT SHELTER 

PETS
Sayreville Pet Adoption Center will host 

its First Annual Golf Classic on Monday 
September 24 at the Princeton Country Club, 
1 Wheeler Way in Princeton.  Registration 
begins at 11:30 AM with a 12:30 PM shotgun 
start and scramble format.  Prize categories 
include Low/High Gross Team Awards, 
Longest Drive and Closest to the Pin.  The 
fee of $125 per golfer includes greens fees, 
electric cart, locker room facilities, lunch, 
beverages, dinner and awards.  Many spon-
sorship opportunities available.  For more 
information on sponsorship or to register an 
individual or foursome please contact event 
coordinator Karen at 732-816-7381 or SPAC 
at 732-727-3895.  Fore!   

Campbell Going To Rutgers
By Tom Burkard

Sayreville Bombers’ baseball standout 
Christian Campbell recently made a non-
binding commitment to attend Rutgers 
University.  In 2012, the talented slugging 
shortstop/pitcher turned in one of the greatest 
individual seasons in the school’s rich base-
ball history.  He was an All-County, All-Area, 
All-State, Player of the Year, and much more 
in the area’s daily newspapers.  

Campbell, who will start his senior year 
at SWMHS next month, batted .443, with 7 
doubles, 6 triples, and 6 home runs, and was 
equally impressive on the pitching mound, 

with a 9-1 record, 3 saves, and notched 87 
K’s in only 67 innings, while being a vital 
cog in Coach Mike Novak’s awesome Blue 
& Gray lineup that set a school record with 
25 victories and only 3 losses.

Tommy Marcinczyk, a lefthanded 
pitcher/power hitter, for Middlesex, was 
the only hurler to defeat Campbell, and that 
came in the GMCT championship game.   
Marcinczyk is the son of former Morgan 
resident Barry Marcinczyk.

Ironically, Campbell and Marcinczyk 
will be teammates at Rutgers in 2014! 

ESL Conversation 
Group

The ESL Conversation Group helps 
individuals 18 years or older speak English 
with more confidence and ease! People 
attending this group should already have a 
basic understanding of the English language.  
Focus will be on pronunciation, accent re-
duction, American idioms, and conversation 
skill development. Evening sessions will be 
held at Sayreville Public Library starting 
Tuesday, September 11 from 6:30 to 8PM.  
The group will continue to meet every Tues-
day until November 27.  Daytime sessions 
will be held starting Thursday, September 
13 from 10:30AM to 12:00PM. Sessions 
will continue until Thursday, November 
29. Please note, the group will not meet on 
Thanksgiving Day, 11/22/12. Registration 
forms will be located at the Reference Desk. 
This conversation group is made possible by 
the Sayreville Public Library and the Literacy 
Programs of New Jersey.  If you have any 
questions, contact Alaina by calling her at 
732-727-0212 ex. 25 or by emailing her at 
alainad@lmxac.org.

A Loser In Search 
Of A Win
By Al Gomolka Jr.

Times Poet Laureate
c. 1976

When one loses and loses big
It’s hard to think and try again
But try again one must and hard
If ever one wanted it as a win
It doesn’t matter what prize or what glory
Or how down and how sore or how tough 
it had been
For in the end the victory is sweet
And the one who once lost now triumphs 
the win
And if more than twice, more than thrice 
even more
One continues to try each time one begins
Defeat can’t outlast the trying of the heart
For the loser who tries is a winner who 
wins.

OLV Knights Family 
Picnic

Our Lady of Victory Knights of Colum-
bus # 2061, located at 775 Washington Road, 
directly across from the Parlin post office 
will be having their annual family picnic, 
rain or shine, on Saturday Sept. 15th. The 
time will be 1 pm till 5 pm. Tickets are $ 
20.00 for adult, $ 10.00 kids 12 to 18. Under 
12 is $ 5.00. The picnic menu will consist 
of hamburgers, hot dogs, sausage peppers 
onions, chicken, grilled kielbasa, clams and 
clam chowder and more.  Also included in the 
price is beer wine and soda. There will also 
be games for all ages. For more info please 
call Ed or  Kate @ 732-553-1898 or the 
council home @ 732-257-2061. Advanced 
ticket sales are requested but not required. 
Tickets purchased after September 12th will 
be charged an additional fee.

Please join the YMCA of Metuchen, 
Edison, Woodbridge & South Amboy in 
wishing John G. Malinowski a happy 90th 
birthday on Sunday, July 29th.  “Mr. Mal” 
as he is affectionately known by his YMCA 
family, served as the General Director of the 
YMCA of Metuchen from 1980 to 1988.  Mr. 
Mal is a long time resident of South Amboy, 
where he resides with his loving wife of 64 
years, Marian.  He and Marian are exception-
ally proud of their two children, Bruce and 
Donna, and six grandchildren, Anna, Brian, 
Christian, Emily, Jenna, and Mary Kate.

Born in New York City, Mr. Mal grew up 
near in the Theatre District and belonged to 
the West Side YMCA where he was a member 
of the Leader’s Club and the YMCA Swim 
Team.  For him, the YMCA was a refuge, a 
place he could go to after school where he 
could participate in safe, supervised activi-
ties.  He graduated from McBurney School, a 
part of the educational system of the YMCA 
of Greater New York.  Other celebrity gradu-
ates of McBurney include JD Salinger and 
Henry Winkler.

Mr. Mal’s first job out of school was at 
the Medical Film Guild, producing medical 
teaching films.  He was responsible for the 
photography used to create motion pictures 
later distributed to colleges and medical 
schools.  Mr. Mal worked there for most of 
his career, leaving from 1943-46 to serve 
in the United States Air Force.  He was at-
tached to the Eglin Air Force Base in Florida, 
and was honorably discharged in 1946 as a 
Sergeant.

In 1970, Mr. Mal joined the Metuchen 
YMCA as an Extension Director responsible 
for developing relationships between the lo-
cal school systems and the Y.  A couple years 
later, he was promoted to Branch Director re-
sponsible for the operations of the Metuchen 
Y.  From 1980 until his retirement in 1988, 

Mr. Mal served as the General Director of 
the Metuchen Y and set the groundwork for 
many long-standing relationships between 
the Y and local businesses and organiza-
tions.  His advice to the next generation is 
“leave yourself open to meeting new people 
and making new friends.  You never know 
where your relationships will take you in 
your career.”

For many years, Mr. Mal nurtured the 
promise of young children and instilled 
the YMCA core values of caring, honesty, 
respect and responsibility through his role 
as the Swim & Dive Coach at the Metuchen 
Branch.  He also coordinated swim shows 
by the “Aqua Maniacs”, who performed 
aqua-based comedy acts.  However, Mr. Mal 
is best known around South Amboy for his 
tenure as the Swim & Dive Coach at Frog 
Hollow Swim Club.

Mr. Mal recognizes the importance of 
community involvement.  He is a former 
member of the Rotary Club, and also volun-
teered for the Edison Sheltered Workshop.  
Throughout his career at the Metuchen Y, Mr. 
Mal was instrumental in spearheading the 
yearly community effort of food baskets and 
toys for those in the community who found 
it financially challenging to enjoy a holiday.  
With the help of many community groups 
and local businesses, the Y arranged and 
distributed approximately 100 food baskets 
and over 300 toys out into the community.

Now that he is retired, Mr. Mal enjoys 
his membership at the South Amboy Branch 
YMCA, and is excited to watch our recent 
expansion into his community.  Retirement 
presented a great opportunity for Mr. Mal to 
continue to dabble in photography.  He would 
often take time from a busy day to capture the 
many faces that came through the Y doors, 
and share those photos with the parents and 
families.  He also enjoys working on his 
model trains and machines.  Mini-cannons 
were one of his favorite works of art, which 
he graciously shared with many.

Our YMCA, founded in 1921, just cel-
ebrated our 90th anniversary.  Together, the 
YMCA directors, staff and members take 
great pleasure in wishing Mr. Mal a very 
happy 90th birthday!  We wanted to share 
his story because it is also our YMCA story.  
The YMCA nurtures potential and gives 
everyone an opportunity to learn, grow and 
thrive.  Thanks Mr. Mal for being a great 
example of a YMCA success story whose 
journey has taken him from the New York 
West Side Y to the YMCA of Metuchen, 
Edison, Woodbridge & South Amboy!

MISSION MATTERS: A LIFETIME OF 
MAKING A DIFFERENCE

Former YMCA General Director John G. Malinowski Celebrates his 90th Birthday

In order to assist my brother priest, our 
neighboring parish, and most importantly, 
the children in our Catholic community of 
South Amboy, I have offered Sacred Heart 
School the temporary use of our elementary 
school building.  Sacred Heart will begin 
moving their school operation to our facility 
on Second St. immediately.  The first day of 
school will be September 5, 2012.

I ask for your patience and understand-
ing as we work together on this matter.  I wish 
that I had more time to prepare and discuss 
this situation with you; however, the safety 
of the children—no matter whose children 
they are—has to be the first priority.  I am 
happy that St. Mary’s Parish is able to as-
sist Father Stanley, Sr. Marie Connolly, the 
faculty and students of Sacred Heart School.  
I ask that you welcome them while they use 
our facility.  Also, please pray for them as 
they strive to ensure a successful opening in 
September; the undertaking of this move in 
such a short time will certainly be extremely 
difficult.  I know that Fr. Stanley and his 
staff are extremely thankful and grateful 
for the kindness of the people of St. Mary’s 
Parish.  Thank you.  In Christ, Rev. Dennis 
R. Weezorak.” 

Sacred Heart 
Students To Use St. 

Mary’s School
(Continued from page 1)

Trip To Villa Roma
A trip to Villa Roma in New York for a 

Bobby Byrne Halloween Weekend will be 
held Oct. 19-21, Friday thru Sunday.  Price 
per person is $365 for a double room, and 
it includes 2 nights, 6 meals, bus, cocktail 
hour and a Bobby Byrne Show.  For more 
info call Mary Ann at 732-721-3894.

Flea Market-Oct. 7
The Ladies Auxilary #4699 of Sayreville 

on Jernee Mill Rd. will hold a Flea Market 
sale on Oct. 7 from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m., outside, 
with a rain date of Oct. 14.  Cost is $15 for 
a space.  For more info call Lorraine Rock 
at 609-448-2587.  This sale will help our 
servicemen and women overseas and in 
the hospital.
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The Local Sports Memory Machine
By Tom Burkard

From The Sports Archives

1929-This team was the South Amboy Men’s Baseball League champions.  The team’s 
name is unknown, but some of the players’ names will be familiar to South Amboy/Sayreville 
residents.  Pictured standing (l-r) Jim Dill, Joe Malik, Manager Ben Pawlowski Sr., Frank 
Burkard, Leo Ryan, Joe McGonigle.  Kneeling (l-r) Ben Pawlowski Jr.,  Fritz Lukie,  Frank 
“Hank” Bulman, Bill Switzer.

Glory Days In
Local Sports

1950-Hoffman’s baseball 
team pounded Pt. Pleasant, 
9-4.  Winning pitcher, Billy 
Bouchard went a perfect 4-
for-4 at the plate while driv-
ing in 4 runs.  John “Skeets” 
Skarzynski drilled a single 
and double, and George Busch 
added 2 hits.  1967-St. Mary’s  plastered 
Perth Amboy St. Mary’s, 9-1 on a beauti-
ful 7-strikeout, 1-hitter by Danny Hansell.  
Vince Zebro drilled 2 hits and drove in 3, 
Dave Ertle stroked 3 hits, and Tom Kelly 
laced a 2-run single.  1977-Sayreville nipped 
Cedar Ridge, 4-3 in baseball play, on a huge 
home run by Jim Wojcik.  Mark Conroy 
was the winning pitcher.  1985-Sayreville 
girls’ softball team beat J.P. Stevens, 2-0 in 
CJ Group IV State Tourney play.  Winning 
pitcher Shelly Meyernick had a suicide 
squeeze bunt RBI single, and Jane Homnick 
drilled an RBI single.  Terry Lockwood 
belted a double for the Bombers.  1999-St. 
Mary’s girls’ softball squad topped New 
Brunswick, 10-6.  Jackie DuBois went 3-
for-3 with 2 RBI, and Jen Ferrara notched 
the victory.  2001-The Lady Guvs of South 
Amboy hammered Piscataway Tech, 19-5.  
Winning pitcher Melissa Rainone went a 
perfect 4-for-4 with 3 singles and a double, 
and Keryn Rosenberger blasted a double, 
triple and homer to drive in 2 runs.  

T.H.E. 
Game

Sport-Baseball
Year-1975
Teams-Hoffman vs. St. Mary’s in City 
Series action.
Recap-The Eagles jumped out to a 7-0 lead 
in the bottom of the 1st inning, but the Guvs 
battled back to capture a 14-9 victory in this 
all-out slugfest.  Jack Conlon led the way 
for the Guvs with a 2-run homer, and got 
plenty of help from teammates Ron Still-
wagon, who hammered a 2-run single and 
double, and Danny Lewis, who hit a 2-run 
single.  Rudy Neumann was the winning 
pitcher.  The Saints had 2-run singles from 
Mike Mazzaroni, John Minnick, and John 
Belmonte.
Players-of-the-Game-Conlon, Neumann, 
Stillwagon, Lewis.

The College Search 
Process 101

Does the prospect of selecting a college 
and going through the admissions process 
seem overwhelming? Is the terminology 
confusing? High school sophomores and 
juniors and their parents should attend this 
seminar to hear an experienced professional 
demystify the steps needed to complete a 
successful search. Join Barbara Wichin-
sky, M.Ed., former Director of Guidance 
and Independent Consultant at Sayreville 
Public Library on Saturday, September 
29 from 2:00 to 4:00PM. Watch for a sec-
ond program, Applying for Financial Aid 
101 on October 13 from 2:00 to 4:00PM.  
Register online or contact Alaina at 732-
727-0212 ex. 25 or alainad@lmxac.org. 

30 Years Ago
St. Mary’s Boys 

Tennis
Team Won Title
1982-Coach Bill Ryan’s talented tennis 

team captured the South Jersey Parochial 
B state championship.  The starters were 
junior Mark Noble at first singles, senior 
Tom “Tico” Marcano-second singles, junior 
Mike Roman at third singles.  At first doubles, 
senior Mike Connors and soph Steve Martin 
were tough for all opponents.  Seniors An-
thony “Campy” Camporeale and Sal Rinaldi 
were at second doubles.  Also seeing action 
were juniors Paul Connolly and Al Astarita.  
The ready reserves were juniors Bill Sullivan, 
Glen Malkiewicz and Jay Stangleciak, along 
with soph Mike Talian and freshmen Tom 
Mierzwiak and Dave Skarzynski.

One of the players recalled that, “Bill 
Ryan was a science teacher back then, and 
is now a guidance counselor.  Our team won 
the Central Valley Conference (CVC) and 
South Jersey Parochial B championships.  
We practiced 6 days a week and played our 
home matches at the Old Bridge Municipal 
Complex.

Mark Noble was the star who was a 
relentless baseliner with hard ground strokes, 
who returned everything and didn’t make 
mistakes.  He also played in the state singles 
tournament.  Tom “Tico” Marcano had solid 
ground strokes, but frustrated opponents with 
a lot of topspin as well.”

Microsoft Word 
2010-a Course for 
Intermediate Level 

Users
Feel like you already know the basics 

of Microsoft Word? This intermediate level 
course will take your knowledge to the next 
level. It will be offered at Sayreville Public 
Library on Wednesday, September 26 from 
2:00 to 4:00PM. First preference goes to 
Sayreville patrons that haven’t taken this 
class before. You must know how to use 
the mouse, have a basic understanding of 
how to use the keyboard, and have basic 
knowledge of Microsoft Word to take this 
course. For more information or to register, 
contact Alaina at alainad@lmxac.org or call 
732-727-0212 ex. 25. Adults only, please.

Diamond Dust
1960 South Amboy 
Little Fellas League
Weiss 18 PBA 0-Winning pitcher John 

Lazarowicz fired a no-hitter, struck out 15, 
and blasted a single, double and home run 
over the center field fence.  Gary Roberts 
ripped 4 doubles and a single.

K of C 22 Rotary 5-Winning pitcher Fran 
Fitzmorris smacked a single and triple, and 
Jim Wallis drilled 2 singles and a double.

Progressive 12 Rotary 1-Progressive 
won its first game behind the pitching of 
Carl Chodkiewicz, who belted a single and 
triple.

1969
Sayreville
 Little League
Zagata’s 4 Riverside 1-Winning pitcher 

Ray Borup struck out 14, while Buddy 
Brodzinski belted a double and triple.

Junior League
Park Bakery 10 Spinelli Ford 0-Winning 

pitcher Walt Cuthbertson blazed a 1-hitter.  
Steve Cassidy ripped a single and double, 
and Rich Jasionowski laced 2 singles.

Laurel Park
Junior Division Girls Softball League
Doves 10 Sparrows 6-Joann Phillips 

pounded 4 hits, and Wendy White orbited a 
home run for the winners.

Senior Division Little League
Indians 8 Cards 4-Leo Hart was the 

winning pitcher.  Callaghan got 4 hits, and 
Mickey DeAngelo notched 3 hits.

South Amboy
Babe Ruth League
Komars 5 Mechanicsville 0-Winning 

pitcher Billy Kurpiecki spun a 3-hitter and 
whiffed 10, while Ron Croddick crunched 
2 singles and a three-base hit.

Little Fellas League
English Chevron 9 Daylight Bakery 

8-Craig Biesiada was the winning pitcher, 
and Danny Wilusz walloped a double and 
triple.

Men’s Senior Softball League
Amboy-Madison Bank 11 English 

Chevron 10-Winning pitcher Jack Paro 
notched 3 hits, while Paul Jankowski had 3 
hits for English’s.

40 Years Ago
1972-Rich “Reindeer” Klein turned 

in an amazing year in the South Amboy 
Men’s Senior Slow Pitch Softball League, 
while starring for the powerhouse Brothers 
Inn team.   He belted the ball for a .564 
batting average, with 22 hits, 7 doubles 
and 2 home runs.  He accomplished this in 
limited playing time, as he also played in 
3 or 4 other leagues throughout the state 
and couldn’t make all of the South Amboy 
games.  Lightning- quick on the base paths 

and in centerfield, he could hit with power 
to all fields.  Rich was selected the league 
M.V.P. by the managers and umpires, as his 
team finished the regular season with a un-
blemished 17-0 record, and breezed through 
4 playoff games to win the championship 
with a perfect 21-0 overall mark!  Rich is 
still regarded by most local softball experts 
as the greatest Slow Pitch softball player to 
ever compete in the South Amboy Men’s 
Senior Slow Pitch League.  

Rich Klein

45 Years Ago
1967-The South Amboy Little Fellas 

League, National League (NL) All-Star 
racked up 3 victories in the Middlesex 
County Freeholders Tournament at Roos-
evelt Park.  In the first game, SA, behind Rich 
Krzyzanowski’s brilliant hurling shutout 
Edison (NL), 3-0.  John Szatkowski belted 
a 2-run triple in the first inning.  SA won a 
hard-fought contest over Carteret (NL), 6-4, 
as Szatkowski came through in the clutch 
and belted a 2-run, game-winning double 
in the 5th inning.  John Ruszala ripped an 
RBI double for SA’s final run.  Larry Fratto 
notched the victory in relief of Frank Bon-
giorno.  The locals then breezed by Iselin 
(AL), 7-2, as Krzyzanowski  was fabulous 
again, firing a 2-hitter and fanning 10.  In 
addition he had a perfect 3-for-3 game with 
an RBI double.

Other All-Stars on the SA roster were: 
Mark Abbatiello, Kevin Nemeth, Steve Mak-
winski, Scott Douglas, Kreiger, Lange.  

Youth League 
Teams From Long 

Ago
1962-The Progressive Fire Company’s 

South Amboy Little Fellas League team had 
a great Coach Nels “Honcie” Thomsen, and 
some pretty talented players including, Vince 
Zebro, Jimmy Lyons, Dennis Bratus, Mark 
Bratus, John Clark, Dave Marciniak, Tom 
Lange, Mark Ellvinger, Russ Thomsen, Greg 
Dzieciol, Jim Moran, John Kaboski, Carl 
Chodkiewicz, Bobby Jones.

1970-Morgan Package won the Morgan 
Little League championship under manager 
John P. Kenny.  The talented roster consisted 
of Brian Smith, Mark Muller, Ray Mac-
knowski, Frank Harrison, Russ Anderson, 
Mark Kenny, Jim Rogers, Bud Crosby, John 
Simpson, Gene Batruk, John Quirk.  Jimmy 
Kenny was the batboy.

NFL Trivia Bit
By Rich Garsick

Did you know the Washington Redskins 
were originally called the Boston Braves in 
1932, and from 1933-1936, they were the 
Boston Redskins?

Pack 97 
Registration Night 

Sept 18
Sayreville Cub Scout Pack 97 invites 

you to join in the FUN.  Cub scouting is for 
all boys 1st thru 5th grade.   Scouting helps 
boys develop character, gives them citizen-
ship training, as well as, both mental and 
physical fitness, all in a caring fun filled 
environment. To pick up registration forms 
or get more information stop by our table 
at Sayreville Day on Sept 16 or join us at  
Arleth Elementary School Cafeteria, Wash-
ington Rd, Parlin at 7pm on Sept 18 for New 
Scout Orientation.  For more information 
contact Christine Clarke, Committee Chair, 
at christine0334@msn.com.
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THE LONG HOT SUMMERS
By Elaine Holton Scott

“Good night and have a happy,” Carol 
Reed, the weathergirl on CBS, had always 
said at the end of her weather report.  “Happy, 
what?” I would ask, but no one ever did tell 
me.  I was a just a very young child back 
then, but, because of that mysterious phrase, 
I can remember Carol Reed as if I just saw 
her yesterday.  She’s not all I remember from 
those years of long ago, especially when it 
comes to the weather.

Back in the early television years of the 
1950s, “weather people,” not meteorologists, 
gave the weather by drawing symbols on 
some kind of blank white surface with a black 
grease pen.  The sun and its rays obviously 
meant a sunny day; little round circles meant 
snow; oval drops slanting sideways meant 
rain; and swirling lines meant wind.  There 
were no fancy digital images, no colorful 
maps, no aerial photography, no radar satel-
lites, actually, no nothing except the charisma 
of the weather reporter and how cute those 
weather symbols could be drawn.  That 
was okay.  Unlike now, less focus had been 
placed on the minute details of the weather.  
In the evenings, adults had just wanted to 
know what to expect when they got up the 
next morning.  Other than that, everyone 
had known winters were always cold, and 
summers were always hot.  

The 1958 movie title, “The Long Hot 
Summer,” starring a still married Paul New-
man and his soon to be future wife, Joanne 
Woodward, was an apt description of every 
summer.  In those pre-air conditioning days, 
the summer heat and humidity were without 

relief.   Nonetheless, men went to their jobs 
without complaint, often, to work in oven-
like temperatures. At home, housewives 
would usually have home-cooked meals, 
cooked in swelteringly hot kitchens, waiting 
to be eaten when the man of the house came 
home. Since there were no microwaves back 
then, suppers were cooked in the kitchen 
right before suppertime, then, eaten around 
the kitchen table.  Death Valley…that’s how 
hot kitchens would become.

Without “canned air,” the pace of life 
in the summertime had been a lot slower.  
Sitting in the shade of a big tree during the 
heat of the day, and on front porches being 
eaten by mosquitoes in the early evenings, 
were the usual ways to feel a bit cooler.  
Standing in front of a house fan would have 
been a much better idea, except fans used 
electricity, and electricity cost money.  So, 
most of the time, our “waste not; want not” 
parents had the fans turned off.  If we were 
really lucky, we’d go to a matinee in the 
“conditioned air” of the Majestic Theater 
in Perth Amboy, or swimming…even if it 
was with the jelly fish and horseshoe crabs 
in the brown, gooky water of the Minnie 
Ditch.  Running through someone’s garden 
sprinkler to get wet was another option, but 
most of the time we sweated and waited for 
the long, hot summers to end.

HAVE A HAPPY, EVERYONE!!
***Carol Reed was a weathergirl on 

Channel 2 from 1952 to 1964.

Library Meeting
The Friends of the Sayreville Public 

Library will hold their monthly meeting on 
Saturday, September 15, 2012 at 9:30AM in 
the Library Conference Room. The group 
will be organizing donated books for their 
sale at Sayreville Day on Sunday, September 
16. Donations are being taken by the group 
of children’s books. For further information 
contact Elaine at 732-727-0192.

He may not be Easy Rider, (Peter Fonda), but this well-known local man looks like he really 
enjoys riding his new Harley-Davidson Sportster.  Can you identify him?  Guess who?  Send 
your answers in to: satimes@aol.com.

Guess Who?

Guess Who 
Winners

Last month’s cowboy was identified 
as none other than lifetime South Amboy 
resident Tom Kalman.  Those who correctly 
identified Tom were: Rich Garsick, Joanne 
Niestempski, Pat & Bill Scully, Chuck Pick-
ard, Bob DeHaines, Stella Pluskota.  (We’re 
sure that many others recognized him, but 
didn’t enter the contest).  Congrats to those 
who recognized the local cowboy! 

This picture may be a little bit tricky.  Give it some thought.  This is not a current building.  
Send your answers to: satimes@aol.com.  (Photo submitted)

WWW.?

July Winners
Our very observant mystery photo de-

tectives identified last month’s picture as the 
old Seastreak Ferry Sales Office, located near 
the former Jersey Central site.  The winners 
who correctly identified the building are: 
Chuck Pickard, Bill & Pat Scully, Peggy & 
Steve Yuhas, Marian Mills, W. Tom Kross, 
Felix Wisniewski, Lynn Loy, James Creed.  
Incorrect answers included the property at 
South Amboy Hospital; trailer on Broadway 
and Main St. in South Amboy for new condos.  
Congrats to the winners!

PRAyER TO ST. JUDE
(To be said when problems arise or when one 

seems to be deprived of all visible help, on far cases 
almost despaired of). Most holy Apostle St. Jude, 
faithful servant and friend of Jesus, the church honors 
and invokes you universally as the patron of hopeless 
cases, of things almost despaired of, pray for me, I 
am so helpless and alone. Make use I implore you of 
that particular privilege given to you, to bring visible 
and speedy help where help is almost despaired of. 
Come to my assistance in this great need that I may 
receive the consolation and help of heaven in all my 
necessities, tribulations, and sufferings., and that I 
may praise God with you and all the elect forever.  I 
promise O Blessed St. Jude, to be ever mindful of this 
great favor, to always honor you as my special and 
powerful patron, and to gratefully encourage devotion 
to you. Amen.  Thank You St. Jude. -E.P..

Waterfront Park’s popular “Scully Gang” is pictured at their favorite spot near the Gazebo.  
The group meets every night, weather permitting to enjoy each other’s company, visit with 
the passing walkers/joggers, dog owners/dogs, watch the sailboat races (remember when 
it used to be submarine races?), and enjoy the good ol’ summertime, where the livin’ is 
easy.  (Photo/story by Tom Burkard)
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Mariola Jones, Amboy Bank’s South Amboy Branch Manager, and Joseph Mullane, Vice 
President of Amboy Bank, present a grant on behalf of The Amboy Foundation to Mimi 
Pichey, President of the Dowdell Library Foundation, and Elaine Gaber, Director of the 
Sadie Pope Dowdell Public Library. (Photo submitted)

Amboy Bank Supports South Amboy 
Library

On July 25, The Amboy Foundation 
presented a $1,000 check to the Dowdell 
Library Foundation to support the Sadie 
Pope Dowdell Public Library of South Am-
boy.  The check was presented by Joseph 
Mullane, Vice President of Amboy Bank, 
and Mariola Jones, Manager of the bank’s 
South Amboy branch.  

The Amboy Foundation’s contribution 
will be used toward purchasing additional 
computers for the library’s children’s room.  
A key goal of the Dowdell Library is to be 
proactive in providing electronic educational 
resources for children and young adults.  

Mimi Pichey, President of the Dowdell 
Library Foundation, noted, “The Amboy 

Foundation’s generous gift will provide 
lifelong learning opportunities to the South 
Amboy community.  We are very grateful 
to Amboy Bank and its foundation for their 
support.”

The Dowdell Library Foundation is a 
501 (c)(3) non-profit organization.  For more 
information, visit www.DowdellFoundation.
org or call (732)316-1078.

The Miraculous Prayer
Dear Heart of Jesus, in the past I have asked for many 

favors.  This time I ask you this my special one (mention 
favor).  Take it, Dear Jesus, and place it within your own 
broken heart, where your Father sees it.  Then, in His merci-
ful eyes, it will become your favor, not mine.  Amen.  (Say 
this prayer for 3 days, promise publication and your favor 
will be granted.  Never known to fail.)  -E.P.
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Talk Of The Towns
(Continued from page 2)

General Patton as a Combat Engineer.   
Mary Kurpiewski, 79, of Morgan died on 
March 11.  She was a charter member and 
one of the Morgan First Aid Squad found-
ers.  Robert “R.J.” Iremonger, 55, of South 
Amboy died on March 14.  He was the owner 
of RJI, LLC Renovations in South Amboy 
for many years.  R.J. was a great guy and 
will be missed by all. Helen Nebus McKeon, 
formerly of Sayreville/South Amboy died on 
March 15.  She served as an extraordinary 
minister, lector, and religious education 
teacher, and was the kindest woman you 
could ever meet.  Carlo “Carl” Bellina, 88 
of Sayreville died on March 15.  He was 
an Army veteran who fought at the Battle 
of the Bulge under General Patton.  Ann 
Bolen, 87, formerly of South Amboy died 
on March 17.  A fine lady, she worked at 
South Amboy Hospital as an office clerk 
for 20 years until retiring in 1987. Joseph 
Kolakowski Sr., 91, of South Amboy died 
on March 19.  He was a great guy who loved 
the outdoors, especially hunting and fishing.    
May they always be remembered for their 
good works on earth.

Beatles Tribute Benefit 
Twist & Shout, one of the East Coast’s 

most entertaining Beatles tribute ensembles 
continue their 16th- year Anniversary con-
cert season on Saturday, September 22nd  
at 7PM in the beautiful sanctuary of Holy 
Trinity Episcopal Church in South River.  
The concert is the second annual benefit to 
support the church’s Youth Group and its 
continuing outreach work with the South 
River Food Bank.  Admission to the Twist 
& Shout concert is $10.00 for adults, $8.00 
for students and children under 6 FREE!  
Concert attendees are requested to donate 

a non-perishable food item.  There will be 
a 50/50 drawing during the concert with 
winners announced at the end of the show.  
Coffee and dessert will be available in Par-
ish Hall during the concert’s intermission.  
Tickets are available in advance from the 
church and will also be sold at the door 
starting at 6PM.  

Holy Trinity Episcopal Church has been 
a part of the community for over 150 years 
and is located at 90 Leonardine Avenue, 
South River, NJ 08882.  Attendees are in-
vited to “come early and wear your dancin’ 

FEFFER’S 
REVISITED, PART 

ONE -THE BEST OF 
HENNY THE DJ
You only went Feffer’s Dry Goods Store 

located on the corner of Pine Avenue and 
Henry Street when you were “in a pinch” 
to purchase something that you ordinarily 
would want to buy in the big department 
stores in Perth Amboy.  As a matter of fact, 
the only two things I can remember ever 
actually buying there were a pair of shoes for 
myself when I was about ten years old and a 
roll of ribbon for my grandmother on Henry 
Street when I was about the same age. 

The shoes are interesting because right 
after I wore them home I went outside to 
place street touch football with my brothers 
and Billy Connors and the sole of one them 
cracked in half like it was made of Styrofoam 
when I made a “button hook” right in front 
of Tripisovsky’s house, and I was given the 
daunting task of returning them to the store 
alone. But, instead of getting a hard time 
about my abuse being the cause of the shoes 
disintegrating, Sadie was very gracious and 
refunded the money no questions asked.

Physically, the first thing you noticed 
when you entered the store was the smell 
of some food cooking in the back kitchen 
area that you never encountered in your 
own home, or in any of your  Irish, Italian, 
or even the exotic delicacies cooked in your 
Polish friends houses. Also unnerving was 
the great height of the ceiling in the store 
combined with the unfettered expanse of 
open space conveyed the sense of being in 
some grand place. But, the most intriguing 
and memorable physical element of the store 
was the great wooden ladders on rails that 
lined three of the four walls of the inside 
of the store. 

When I wake up at three o’clock in 
the morning and can’t sleep, I look up at 
the ceiling and I can still see Sadie deftly 
sliding a ladder to the area of the store that 
contained her prey, springing up the rungs of 
the ladder, somehow tilting over precariously 
to remove her stash ( ribbon, shoes??) from 
some unlabelled box, and finally, bounding 
down the ladder again with the item in hand 
and a great satisfied look of accomplishment 
on her face.

But, if it’s true that I only actually was 
in the store twice, this only highlights the 
unique nature of the atmosphere created by 
the Feffer family themselves, because each 
shopping experience indeed involved the 
whole family. Upon entering the store you 
first were presented with the soft-spoken 
young son, who listened to your request, 
sort of hummed to himself , then disappeared 
back into the bowels of the rear area.  Next 
came the daughter, frail and slight and clear 
eyed and lilting, who looked, listened, then 
also silently disappeared.  Finally, rubbing 
here hands on her apron and all set for busi-
ness the unflappable Sadie appeared ready 
to close the deal. Of course, throughout 
this whole process lurked Sadie’s husband, 
fully bearded, yarmulke capped,  bent over, 
hands clasped behind his back, circling in the 
background peering , grimacing, and snorting 
over each step in the purchasing process like 
a one man Greek chorus until the deal was 
consummated and Sadie, no cash register in 
sight disappeared into the rear of the store 
returning with your exact change

However, there was something mystical 
underlying the physical realities of these 
experiences- something deeper: there was 
a warmth and a concern and a benign un-
dercurrent of some kind , I’ll even go ahead 
and call it some kind of love, that all of this 
family, Sadie, especially,  somehow exuded. 
I know it sounds weird to phrase it that way, 
but I don’t know what else to call it. I felt safe 
in their presence and that I was with people 
that were more than only slightly interested 
in my well-being, and to a kid that is a huge 
deal. And the in-store personal  appearances 
they made were more out of a benevolent 
and friendly concern, more of “family”nature  
than one of commerce.

Next Month, Part Two – “IT TAKES 
A VILLAGE..’ WAS TRUE OF SOUTH 
AMBOY

shoes!”  For more information and tickets 
for the concert call the church office at732-
254-1734 or SandyRahn at 908-510-6789 or 
email to: holytrinitysr@comcast.net
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Summer Sunset At Sayreville-A couple drives their boat back to the Sayreville Boat Ramp 
at Buchanan Park after a beautiful summer day on the water.  (Photo by Tom Burkard) 

Al Homan proudly shows his 2010 Sportsman 
of the Year Award, and some beautiful 
trophies in the background that he has won 
throwing darts through the years.  (Photo 
submitted)

Al  Homan: Still Throwing Darts 
For 44 Years

By Tom Burkard
Al Homan started playing darts at age 

9 with his father Frank and brother Tom, 
and really enjoyed it.  After returning from 
Viet Nam, he took up the sport, and the first 
team he played for was Joe’s Bar.  “It was 
located where the Munckee Bar is now,” he 
said.  He later joined his brother Tom and 
nephew Kevin Homan on their team, playing 
many years together.  Al has thrown darts 

for many bars in his 44 years in competition, 
including Piazza’s Pub, Monaghan House, 
Bello’s, Munckee Bar, and Tommy’s Bar.  
He said, “I met many good dart throwers 
who were in the top 20 with averages of 
36-43.  I played for championship teams in 
1984 and 2007.  In ’85, I had a high aver-
age of 42, and in 1990. The most 9’s in one 
year. “ Al won the prestigious Sportsman 
of the Year Award in 2010.  “My name was 
put on a plaque with other players such as 
Ross Booker, Ken Wahler, Ed Rappleyea, 
Gary Knoblock, Chris Shaver and many 
more.”   This is just the tip of the iceberg 
of the many outstanding accomplishments 
in Homan’s magnificent dart career.  At 67 
years old, Al still loves the game, and is the 
oldest active player in the league.

Homan mentioned that “As the years go 
by, there are less players, and right now we 
have 13 teams from South River, Sayreville 
and South Amboy.  If anyone is interested in 
playing this challenging sport called Ameri-
can Darts, call Mike Martin at 908-705-3281.  
Our website is www.twinborodarts.com.  It 
is a handicap league, 5-man team and we 
play on Monday nights at 7 p.m.” 

This Month In Local History
By Fran Fitzmorris

May-In 1925, South Amboy opened 
its first full-blown hospital.  Back in 1919, 
the town had purchased 3 acres of land on 
a high point on Bordentown Ave.  The land 
had been owned by two well-known and 
respected families from that era, the Everitt 
and Whitehouse.  The cost was $14,000, and 
the new hospital would command a splendid 
view of the city and bay, and could be reached 
easily.  There were two future additions in 
1952, and again in ’58.

June-On June 13, 1956, the first-ever 
local shopping center opened at Sayre 
Woods, located on Rt. 9 and Ernston Rd.  
The opening caused a lot of excitement for 
local residents of South Amboy, Sayreville, 
and Madison Twp.  This “mall” had 35 dif-
ferent stores.  Also featured was parking for 
1,500 automobiles and a storefront walkway 
with an overhang to protect customers from 
inclement weather.  No one realized at the 
time, that this event would be the beginning 

of the end for small town shopping.  Menlo 
Park was still 4 years in the future. 

July-In early July 1956, the dedication 
of the new and current Post Office at the 
corner of Broadway and Bordentown Ave. 
was held.  George Stader was Postmaster 
at the time.

In July 1925, the Marathon Bus Co., had 
an interesting history.  At the beginning of the 
20th century, it was a livery stable company 
for the Scully family, then it was a repair 
garage for all types of cars, and in more 
recent years, it became the Senior Citizen 
building that currently sits empty.

A PRAyER FOR HEALIng
Lord, you invited all who are burdened to come 

to You.  Allow your healing hand to heal me.  Touch 
my soul with Your compassion for others.  Touch 
my heart with Your courage and infinite love for all.  
Touch my mind with Your wisdom, that my mouth 
may always proclaim Your praise.  Teach me to reach 
out to You in my need.  Help me to lead others to 
You by my example.  Most loving Heart of Jesus, 
bring me health in body and spirit so that I may 
serve You with all my strength.  Touch gently this 
life which you have created.  Amen -T.B.

Classic Car Show/
Music

Sayreville’s “Blast from The Past” 
- Classic Car Show and Music featuring 
live Rock n Roll Bands will be held on 
Saturday, September 15th 5PM – 9PM, 
located in Kennedy Park on Washington 
Road – Refreshments will be available at 
our Food court.   

For Information call: 732-390-
7092/7096

Benefit Concert
A concert to benefit Sayreville EMS will 

be held  on September 29th starting at 7:00 
PM.  The concert will be held at Buddies 
Tavern and Banquet hall.  Raffles, prizes, 
tricky tray...$10 admission.  All proceeds to 
benefit the Sayreville Emergency Squad.
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Traveling With Back Pain
Whether for business or pleasure, trav-

eling is hard on your back. You spend time 
in uncomfortable seats and unfamiliar beds, 
and carry heavy suitcases through airports 
and hotel lobbies. it is time to give your 
back a vacation by learning how to travel 
with back pain.

 1.)     Lighten your luggage load. Resist 
the temptation to pack everything in one 
carry-on suitcase or garment bag. If you want 
to avoid checking luggage, pack only what 
you can carry comfortably. If you carry a gar-
ment bag or suitcase with straps, remember 
to balance the load by alternating shoulders. 
Carrying two suitcases of approximately 
equal weight is an even better solution.

Be aware of proper body mechanics 
while carrying your luggage. Imagine an 
invisible line that starts at your ear and 
continues past your shoulder to your hip. 
When the line is straight, your back is in 
proper balance.

 Use luggage carts. Push the cart with 
both arms and keep your elbows tucked in 
close to your body to avoid over-reaching.

The next time you buy luggage, look for 
lightweight suitcases with built-in rollers. 
Make sure the handle allows you to stand 
up straight while pulling or pushing the 
suitcase. Rubber wheels are recommended 
for protection against slips and skids.

 2.)    Beat back pain. Airline seats are 
not designed for comfort. From first class 
to economy, all passengers have the same 
complaints. Fortunately, you can make a few 
simple adjustments to protect your back. For 
lumbar support, place an airline pillow or a 
folded blanket in the small of your back. Be 
conscious of your posture, especially if you 
want to nap. Use a pillow or folded blanket 
to support your neck.

Gentle stretching exercises can help 
relieve the stress of a long trip. try to stand 
in the aisle and walk a little at least once 
every hour.

 3.)    Making your back count. Learn 
to make choices that will protect your back 
from stress and strain. Leave a little extra 
time to get to the airport. Let redcap handle 
your luggage.

By including these choices in your 
travel plans, you will have a more relaxing 
and pain-free trip. Enjoy!

a Girl Scout leader for 20 years.   Doro-
thy Skarzynski, 82, of South Amboy died 
on July 30.  She was a very soft-spoken and 
kind-hearted lady and will be sadly missed.  
Helen Klockars, 91, of Parlin died on Aug. 1.  
She was past president of Sayreville VFW 
Post 4699 Ladies Auxiliary, a member of 
the Sayreville Commission on the Aging, 
and Girl Scout leader for 10 years.  Stella 
Truchan, 93, of Sayreville died on Aug. 3.  
She worked in the Sayreville War Memorial 
HS cafeteria for 26 years until retiring in ’88.  
Fred Wasnak, 61, of South Amboy died on 
Aug. 6.  Former patrons of the Broadway 
Central (Now Blue Moon) in South Amboy 
will always remember his great personality 
and jokes while he worked part-time as its 
best bartender.   Mary Nemeth, 96, of South 
Amboy died on Aug. 10. She served on the 
South Amboy election board for many years.  
Scott Huguenin, 47, formerly of Sayreville 
died on Aug. 10.  He was a teacher for over 
20 years and got his start at OLV School.  
He was selected Teacher of the Year in 
2010.  Mary Skulski, 91, of Saryeville died 
on Aug. 12.  She was a charter/life member 
of Sayreville K of C #2061 Columbiettes.  
Dorothy Toth, 82, of Melrose died on Aug. 
13.  Before retiring, she was a bus driver for 
the Sayreville Board of Education.  She was 
also past president of South Amboy Lady 
Elks Lodge 784.  

Let’s always remember them for all 
the good things they have done during their 
time on earth.

Talk Of The Towns
(Continued from page 2)
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Keith Warzecha proudly shows his 5 lb. 4 
oz. fluke he caught while fishing on the Misty 
Morn.  Young Keith was the pool winner on 
July 22nd, and it looks like a good job by 
the size of the fish.  (Photo/info courtesy of 
Charlie Koerner/Joe Lotkowictz)

WOW!  Tommy Van Fessen caught this big 
12 lb. fluke while fishing off Dean Kenny’s 
boat, when he participated in the American 
Legion Luke A. Lovely Post #62, South 
Amboy fishing tournament.  This has to 
be one of the largest fluke caught in the 
Raritan Bay this year, and maybe in quite 
a few years.  Congratulations, Tommy!  
(Photo/info courtesy of Fred’s Bait & Tackle 
Shop, and Joe Lotkowictz)

40th Anniversary 

Forty years ago.  “Jay Bird” and “ Barbie Doll” (as they were called back in the day).  
Tied the knot on August 19, 1972.Congratulations to Jay and Barbara McKeon on 
celebrating their 40th Wedding Anniversary.They are enjoying a semi-retired life, 
traveling and having fun with their four beautiful grandchildren.

A Kid Named Trout
By Joe “Jesko” Jaskowiak

I’ve seen Mantle, Maris, McCovey, and 
Mays.
And even the Yankees during their glory 
days.
But now there’s one thing that really stands 
out…
It’s the spectacular play of a kid named 
Trout.

*NOTE: Joe “Jesko” Jaskowiak gradu-
ated from St. Mary’s HS in ’68, and has had 
a life-long, love affair with Major League 
Baseball.  Joe has resided in California for 
many years and attends most of the Angels’ 
home games.  This year, the Angels have a 
talented young phenom named Mike Trout, 
a Jersey lad, hailing from Millville, who 
somehow escaped the sights of the Mets 
talent scouts, ending up in CA.  Guess we 
didn’t need a phenom who could hit .350 
and lead the league in stolen bases.  The kid 
was an All-Star this season, and is currently 
leading the American League in batting 
average, stolen bases and is near the top 
in several other offensive categories.  The 
Angels have another outstanding young 
power-hitter named Trumbo.  You have to 
wonder why these talents weren’t drafted or 
signed by our New York Mets.

The 1890’s South 
Amboy Style — 

That Is!
By Fran Fitzmorris

While researching June 1940, I discov-
ered that there were two hitching posts to 
tie wagons or even just horses found at the 
bottom of lower John St.  Upon review, the 
artifacts were said to come from the 1890’s.  
What astounded me was “that part of town 
was actually considered the most elegant 
and most exclusive section at that time.”  
Growing up near there, I never thought of 
John St. like that.  Most of us probably have 
picked Swan Hill, Bergen Hill or Main St. 
as most elegant for that time.  The Mayor 
of South Amboy in the 1890’s was Mayor 
Treganowan.

The posts were found between the rail-
road yard and the railroad store.  The first 
house on the south side or right, was for a 
while the home of the superintendent of the 
railroad.  It’s still there today, and looking 
good.   His home was moved to the site of 
the old city hall on the middle part of John 
St.  R.A. Day, another of the town’s leading 
citizens had a 2-story building constructed 
during those years to be used as a station 
stop for the Raritan River Railroad.  Others 
who lived on the street included state sena-
tor D.C. Chase and a ship captain Pearce, 
whose home on the South side of the street 
was considered one of the finest in the state.  
One of the Mundy families also lived there.  
Finally, at the bottom of the block was the 
famous city dock located between Augusta 
and John Streets.  The wealthy had a num-
ber of small docks erected, and from there, 
the residents moored what were called  the 
Napatha Launches—which were the forerun-
ners of today’s motor boats.

While on the topic of John St., I have 
wondered for quite a while why John St. 
is so wide compared to most other streets.  
It stretches from west to east, and you 
probably could put Pine Ave., going from 
north to south in that category.  Some of 
us believe that it has to do with economics, 
lots of wagon travel, then automobiles, but 
other sources aren’t sure either.  If anyone 
might know why John St. is so wide, drop 
us a line at The SA Times and let us know.  
My gut feeling is that we will never know.  
I’m curious!

Fishing Flashes 
By Teo “Weebles” Weber

Despite all of his honors, awards and 
championships, Lewis, when asked what 
his most important accomplishment was, 
modestly stated that, “The thing I treasure 
most is having kids come back all the time, 
and keeping friendships with each other.  I 
had a great time.  I loved working with the 
high school kids and Gil Pritchard.  I’d like 
to thank the school and whole community 
for their support.  I love South Amboy!  It’s 
a great little town.”  

 Joe Lewis will go down in Cardinal 
McCarrick/St. Mary’s  boys’ basketball his-
tory as its greatest coach of all-time, and you 
can bet that his record for most victories will 
never be challenged.  Congratulations Joe, 
on your superb career!  You and your Blue & 
Gold boys’ teams were always exciting and 
a pleasure to watch!  Best of luck always! 

Coach Lewis Steps 
Down

(Continued from page 1)

Salt Water
Bay Fluke fishing is still hit and 

misses. Some nice Fluke are around, go-
ing up to ten lbs., but there are plenty of 
shorts too.  I found this out when I went 
out with a friend in a private boat in early 
August for a few hours. We fished spots 
near Sandy Hook and Chapel Hill Channel.  
We had one keeper Fluke each in the 19 
inch range, a few shorts, a small Bluefish 
and battled two large Cow Nose Rays 
and busted another one off.  Party Boat 
Bluefishing has gotten better.  The smaller 
ones they were getting have left and the 
bigger 6 to 12 lbs have taken over. Among 
the other fish that have been sighted are, 
Bonito, Spanish Mackerel, a few Cobia 
and Mahi that have mixed in the catch 
with water temperatures near 80 degrees.  
These temperatures are bringing in more 
semi-tropical fish like Smooth Puffers and 
Triggerfish.  There is a big Kingfish bite 
in the LBI and Island Beach surfs.  Some 
Fluke and Bluefish are being caught there 
too. Two 7 pound Fluke was caught out 
of the Surf there. Local beach fishing is 
slow.  The few times I checked it, there 
were only a few Blues caught, although 
I did see one big one about 5 lbs. Large 
Cow Nose Rays are prowling all along the 
beaches so watch out for your rod or you 
may lose it!  I also have seen a 5ft Brown 
Shark in the bay on my recent outing. 

Fresh Water
The hot weather has slowed up all 

fishing. Carp and Catfish are still being 
caught. Night action is OK for Hybrid 

Stripers in Spruce Run and Lake Hopatcong. 
The Manasquan Reservoir might be worth 
a try.  Most Trout fishing statewide is way 
off due the hot temperatures we have been 
experiencing this summer. 

Dunk a South Amboy Politician and Help 
the Library

Dunk some of the well-known person-
alities of South Amboy and help the Dowdell 
Library at the same time.  A dunking booth in 
front of City Hall will feature former South 
Amboy Mayor John O’Leary, City Coun-
cilman Mickey Gross, South Amboy High 
School teacher and coach Tony Gonsalves, 
and drum major for the illustrious Colonel 
D.B. Kelly Pipes & Drums of the AOH of 
South Amboy, George Fuller.

The booth sponsored by the Dowdell 
Library Foundation and Assemblyman 

John S. Wisniewski, will be part of the Arts 
Festival and Street Fair held on Sunday, 
September 23 from 11:00 am to 4:00 pm on 
Broadway, South Amboy. All funds raised 
will be used to purchase new computers for 
the Sadie Pope Dowdell Public Library of 
South Amboy.  

The Dowdell Library Foundation is a 
501 (c)(3) non-profit organization.  For more 
information, visit www.DowdellFoundation.
org or call (732) 316-1078.

Wounded Warrior 
Fundraiser

American Legion Luke A. Lovely Post 
#62, of South Amboy will be holding its 
Annual Picnic on Sat., Aug. 25th starting 
1 p.m. at the Legion Post, 111 David St., 
South Amboy.  Admission is $20 and will 
help the Legion with the Wounded Warrior 
Project.  Come on out and have fun!   The 
admission includes: refreshments, music, 
hot dogs, clams, hamburgers, spare ribs, 
cold drinks, and there will be a 50/50 raffle.   
If you cannot attend, the Legion asks if you 
can please stop by Post 62 and make a dona-
tion.  If using a check, please make it out to: 
American Legion Post 62 WW Proj. 

Sayeville Day Sept. 
16th

 “Sayreville Day” will be held on Sun-
day, September 16th, (Rain date: September 
23rd) at Kennedy Park on Washington Road, 
from 10:00AM – 4:00PM. Come and enjoy 
all the festivities such as children’s games, 
rides, foods from around the world, enter-
tainment, craft vendors and much, much, 
more. For more information call: 732-390-
7092/7096

Eagles Get New 
Coach

Ed Woriniecki will be the head bas-
ketball coach for Cardinal McCarrick/St. 
Mary’s boys’ varsity basketball team this 
season, replacing legendary Hall-of-Famer 
Joe Lewis.  

Woriniecki was a star player at Old 
Bridge HS, and graduated in the Class of 
2004.  He went on to play four years at the 
University of Bridgeport, (CT), and fol-
lowing graduation,  was an assistant coach 
for 3 years with St. Patrick’s of Elizabeth’s 
nationally ranked powerhouse basketball 
team.  Most recently, Coach Woriniecki was 
assistant coach at Montverde Academy in 
Florida.  Best of luck, Coach!

New Principal At 
Wilson School

Carmen Davis was recently hired by the 
Sayreville Board of Education as principal 
of Wilson Elementary School, replacing 
Georgia Baumann, who served in the edu-
cation field for 50 years, of which 49 were 
at Wilson.

Davis, who lives in the Sergeantsville 
section of Delaware Twp. in Hunterdon 
County, has 16 years of experience in 
education.  She is a graduate of Fairleigh 
Dickinson University, and has worked as a 
music educator and assistant principal.  Her 
most recent post has been as principal of the 
K-8 Lakehurst Elementary School District 
in Ocean County.  Best of luck in your new 
position!

Dear Tom,
On Wednes-
day, Aug. 15th, 
I was shop-
ping at Foodtown 
and was looking at 
frozen dinners, and a man handed me 
something, and said I could use this, and give 
it at the checkout.  I thought it was a coupon, 
but it was a $10 Foodtown Gift Card!  

By the time I turned around, he was 
walking away and said it was from Don or 
Tom (I’m not sure), and he said, that’s me.

I never saw his face and didn’t even 
thank him as he just walked away.  So, to 
this stranger, I say “Thank you so much!”  
There are still kind people in the world.

Rita Marczak Ferenci
(Formerly of Sayreville)
Old Bridge   
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Obituaries
Applegate, Daniel S., “Danny,” 41, of 

South Amboy died on Aug. 15.
Baquilod, Jocelyn “Grace,” 55, of 

Sayreville died on Aug. 1.
Bates, John A., 65, of Sayreville died 

on July 15.
Cannon, Lottie A., 89, of Sayreville 

died on July 22.
Caras, John, 76, of Parlin died on Aug. 

13.
Carling, William L. “Willie,” 68, of 

Sayreville died on Aug. 10.
Chionchio, Paul P., 64, of Sayreville 

died on Aug. 1.
Coughlin, Shirley H., 92, formerly of 

South Amboy died on July 27.
Downie, Karen A., 57, of Parlin died 

on July 28.
Hicks, Janice Pauloski, 64, of South 

Amboy died on July 22.
Kijowski, Stanley, 92, of Parlin died 

on Aug. 9.
Krzyzkowski, Ronald A., formerly of 

South Amboy died on July 19.
Maher, Michael, 53, of Morgan died 

on July 28.
Mardini, Nancy, 48, of Parlin died on 

Aug. 14.
Mazuroski, Mary J., 95, of Sayreville 

died on July 28.
McCarthy, Lisa D., 48, of Parlin died 

on July 22.
Metz, Richard G., 64, formerly of Parlin 

died on Aug. 3.
Moore, Craig, 56, formerly of Morgan 

died on July 20.
Murphy, Marilou, 76, of Parlin died 

on Aug. 9.
Murphy, Mary Lou, 68, of Sayreville 

died on July 25.
Nemeth, Mary Kronemeyer, 96, of 

South Amboy died on Aug. 10. 
Palka, Frederick P. “Fred,” 91, of Sayre-

ville died on Aug. 3.
Samuel, Laurence L., 87, formerly of 

Sayreville died on July 24.
Skarzynski, Dorothy A., 82, of South 

Amboy died on July 30.
Skulski, Mary D. Niewinski, 91, of 

Sayreville died on Aug. 12.
Szalontai, Donna, 63, of Morgan died 

on Aug. 2.
Toth, Dorothy, 82, of Melrose died on 

Aug. 13.
Truchan, Stella J., 93, of Sayreville 

died on Aug. 3.
Wagner, Louise, 89, of Parlin died on 

Aug. 3.
Wasnak, Fred W., 61, of South Amboy 

died on Aug. 6.
Wickley, Stanley A., 94, formerly of 

Melrose died on July 27. 
Ziemba, Diane M., 82, of Parlin died 

on July 22.

Thank You
The Sayreville American Legion Ladies 

Auxiliary #4699, want to thank all the citi-
zens for their help in aiding our servicemen 
and women, and veterans at the Menlo Park 
Hospital Home.  Without your help and sup-
port, we couldn’t achieve the many awards 
we did at the Wildwood Convention in June.  
Thanks for all your help.  For more info call 
732-264-3041. 

26

Trip To Sands 
Casino

The OLV Seniors are sponsoring a 
trip to the Sands Casino and the Shops at 
the Sands in Bethlehem, Pennsylvania on 
Sunday, October 21, 2012. The cost of the 
trip is $30.00 per person and includes bus 
transportation, driver gratuity, snacks on the 
way home. Each person will receive $20.00 
slot money and a $5.00 food voucher. One 
lucky winner will win a comp. The bus will 
leave the OLV lower parking lot located on 
Karcher Street at 1:00PM and return ap-
proximately 9:00PM. This trip is open to all. 
For information or reservations call Geri or 
Joe at 732-257-4351.
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Local Wildlife
Photos By Tom Burkard

This young white-tailed buck posed for the camera while taking a break from eating at 
Cheesequake State Park.

“Butterflies are Free”-So the old saying goes.  This summer beauty was also shot at 
Cheesequake. 

The New Jersey State Police Former Troopers Association Picnic was held Aug. 17, 2012 
at the German American Club in Hamilton, NJ. Pictured, are all retired NJSP Troopers and 
St. Mary’s South Amboy High School graduates.  Left to right, Jim McSorley class of 74, 
Mike Deitche class of 74, Dan Balance class of 71 and Jack Repsha class of 76.  (Photo 
submitted)

Dennis Nardone:  A Magnificent Career 
Part 1

By Tom Burkard

On August 8, 2012, one of the greatest 
drummers ever to come out of South Amboy 
played his last concert at Waterfront Park 
in South Amboy/Sayreville.  After 40 plus 
unbelievable years of performing with some 
of the biggest names in music, mainly in Jazz 
and Swing, Dennis Nardone decided it was 
time to put down the drumsticks for the final 
time.  He hung in for a long while despite 
painful Carpal Tunnel, which hampered his 
style of playing.

The name Dennis Nardone was always 
associated with sports as well as music in 
“The Pleasant Little City,” especially in the 
1960’s.  He was 
the center on 
the South Am-
boy Sabres Pop 
Warner football 
club, played 
for First Aid in 
the SA Little 
Fellas League, 
and then In-
dependence in 
the Babe Ruth 
League.  His 
greatest memo-
ries included 
“Playing on the 
Carleton League champs in ’67 for Coach 
Danny Lewis.  He was a good guy, and we 
had good times and a lot of spirit on that 
team.  I’ll also never forget winning the state 
baseball championship for St. Mary’s in ’69, 
and throwing Coach Otto and Father Fulton 
right into the showers as we celebrated.”

He first became interested in music 
when he was about 13, and he listened to his 
father’s big band records.  “I would mim-
mick playing drums to the records.   I was a 
paperboy, and wanted to take drum lessons, 
and went to Jack Spencer at Sayre Woods 
Music Center, and from there my interest re-
ally opened up.”  Dennis recalled playing for 
the first time in a band with John Ciszewski’s 
group.  “He played accordion and I worked 
for his band playing polkas and standard 
music for a couple of dates, doing weddings.  
Roger Johnson also hired me when I was in 
high school for 2 nights a week at a supper 
club, that was a great experience.  We were 
a trio, (Not the Hubcaps), and played near 
Palisades Parkway.  He broke me in.  One of 
my first paid gigs was at the South Amboy 
Roller Skating Rink, when I played in Wayne 
Meszaos’ band for $15.” 

Nardone laughed when he recalled that 
“When I was a paperboy, one of my custom-
ers hired me for a New Year’s Eve party to 
bring my drums and a record player, so I set up 

in the basement and played drums to records.  
They all passed the hat at the end and I made 
some money.  I did a solo with records!”  He 
later played with Brian O’Connor’s band, and 
then went on to join the Musicians Union in 
Perth Amboy, “Where I started to meet other 
musicians.”  Surprisingly in high school, he 
said he played very little in the talent shows 
and never at a dance.

After helping St. Mary’s baseball team 
to the state title in ’69, and being selected 
1st Team All-County third baseman, and also 
All-State, he tried out over the summer for 
the Montreal Expos at Red Bank Field.  He 

said that, “It was 
a good tryout.  We 
ran, hit, and the 
pitching was re-
ally good.  The 
scouts told me to 
come back next 
year, and told me 
to switch to sec-
ond base because 
I was not a power 
hitter. They said 
to go to college, 
play some more 
and come back.  
That’s when I 

switched off and said I like drumming a lot 
more.  It was a great experience.”

Dennis also worked  for Trautweiler & 
Son Construction Co., and also in a ware-
house in Secaucus, thanks to his neighbor 
Mr. Fox who hired him for the job.  “After 
those jobs, I swore I’d become such a good 
player on drums that I’m not going to have 
to break my back,” Nardone stated.

He attended Middlesex County College 
and met Condit Atkinson, who taught him 
“how to read drum music and how to play.  He 
also got me my first real professional music 
job in ‘72 at Essex-Sussex Hotel in Spring 
Lake.  I worked there 6 nights a week, all 
summer.  I had to learn how to play shows 
and all kinds of music.  I worked there for 3 
summers from Memorial Day to the end of 
summer.  It was a good gig.  One of the shows 
was Robert Klein.  From there I joined the 
Musicians Union and rehearsed with bands 
all the time.  I would play anything just to 
play.  I didn’t care if it was parade, polka, 
swing or rock, pay me to play and I’m there.  
I was busy.  It was my only occupation until 
I was 34.  It was full time.  I got tired and 
then played on weekends, and went back to 
Trenton State College and got my degree in 
Elementary Education,” he said.

OLV Seniors September Meeting
The OLV Senior Group will hold their 

first monthly meeting of the 2012-2013 year 
on Thursday, September 6, 2012 at 1PM in 
Monsignor Dalton Hall. Prior to the business 
portion of the meeting, the group will have 
a short prayer service to being the new year. 
After the business portion of the meeting, 
coffee and cake will be served. Yearly dues 
of $10.00 will be collected at that time. Sand-

wich orders are being taken for the meeting. 
The sandwich choices are: ham and cheese, 
roast beef, turkey, tuna salad, and egg salad. 
Please call Geri at (732)257-4351 to order 
your sandwich. Please bring a food donation 
for the St. Vincent de Paul Society pantry. 
Anyone 55 years or older is welcome to join 
our Senior Group. Any questions, contact 
Teri at (732)727-7639.

(To be continued in September 2012 issue)

Denise Nardone
(Photo by Brian Stratton)
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