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South Amboy’s Hometown Hero And Legend,  
Allie Clark Remembered

South Amboy’s hometown hero and beloved son, Allie Clark died on April 2.  In this rare 
photo, he is pictured in 1947 as a 24-year old rookie with the New York Yankees.  (Photo 
courtesy of Jim Langan) See additional stories/photos on pages 11, 18, 27.

South Amboy 
Memorial Day 

Parade
The South Amboy Memorial Day Pa-

rade will be held on Sunday, May 20th starting 
at 2 p.m. by the South Amboy Knights of 
Columbus Council 426 on North Stevens 
Ave. and Fourth Street, and proceed down 
Stevens Ave. to John Street, and turn left 
onto Broadway to City Hall.  William “Bill” 
Garnett will serve as the Grand Marshal.

The always popular “Patriotic Pooch 
Contest” will be held 1:30 p.m. at Station 
Square across from City Hall.  Bring your dog 
by 1:15 p.m. to enter or register.  A “Pizza 
Eating Contest” will also take place at 1:30 
p.m. at Station Square.  Registration is open 
to the first 20 participants.  Prizes will be 
awarded for winners in both contests.  

Please come out and support our Vet-
erans who have given so much to protect 
our freedom!

Father Joe To 
Leave Sacred Heart

By Steve Schmid
In a letter published in the April 15th 

Sacred Heart Church bulletin, Father Joseph 
Romanoski announced he plans to leave the 
South Amboy Roman Catholic church in 
June to pursue an out of state assignment to 
serve God.  In his letter, Father Romanoski 
said, “Many years ago, God placed a call 
upon my heart, telling me that I was to serve 
Him in another way, in another place.”  He 
said he finally responded to God by offering 
his services without reservation, as His Holy 
Priest outside the Diocese of Metuchen.

“Please know that wherever I go, wher-
ever I am, I will always hold the people of 
Sacred Heart in my heart.  You will always 
and forever be in my thoughts and prayers,” 
he said.  Father Joe has served as Pastor 
of Sacred Heart Church since 1993.  His 
enthusiasm and passion will be missed by 
members of the parish.

Hall Of Fame 
Induction/Dinner
Cardinal McCarrick/St. Mary’s High 

School will be holding its 2012 Hall of 
Fame Induction Ceremony/Dinner to honor 
outstanding alumni athletes and coaches on 
Friday evening May 4 at the Grand Marquis 
in Old Bridge.  John and Ed O’Brien, better 
known as the O’Brien Twins, who played 
Major League Baseball will be the guest 
speakers.  Bruce Johnston of WCTC is the 
MC for the event.  Tickets are $75 each.  
For complete information, call 732-721-
0748, x-243, or visit the website: mccarrick.
com.  This should really be a great night to 
remember!

By Tom Burkard
Cardinal McCarrick/St. Mary’s H.S. had 

its Opening Day baseball game on April 2nd, 
but this year, seemed to be much different 
than in the past, as the sad news traveled 
through the local communities that South 
Amboy’s beloved baseball legend, Allie 
Clark 88, had died earlier in the morning.

Clark was always there for his old high 
school to throw out the first pitch on Open-
ing Day or at the Mayor’s Trophy game, but 
this time the season would begin without the 
popular, former New York Yankee.  Eagles 
Coach Frank Notaro, who thought very 
highly of Allie, was shocked when I broke 
the sad news to him, and in the pre-game 
huddle with his players, said a special prayer 
for his friend.  After he finished, his players 
raised their hats toward the sky in a touch-
ing tribute to the man who meant so much 
to our community.

Allie Clark was so important to so many.  
Although he didn’t put the big numbers up 
like other Yankees, Ruth, Gehrig, DiMaggio, 
Mantle, A-Rod or Jeter, he was still South 
Amboy’s Yankee, and Sayreville sports fans 
admired him as well.  No, he was never 
enshrined in the Major League Baseball 
Hall-of-Fame at Cooperstown, NY, but he 

was loved and respected in his hometown 
for not only being the first player from “The 
Pleasant Little City” to make it to the big 
leagues, but also for all of the nice things he 
did.  In addition to tossing out the first pitch 
for the high schools, he also threw out the 
first ball for many years on Opening Day for 
the old South Amboy Little Fellas League, 
as well as the current South Amboy Youth 
Athletic Association (SAYAA).  He would 
also give a speech to the crowd, and always 
tell the youngsters, “Listen to your parents 
and coaches, and umpires, and have fun.”

Clark became a hero to local youngsters 
back in the 1940’s, as he progressed through 
the minor leagues up to the big time with the 
Yankees in ’47.  South Amboy kids loved 
baseball, and Allie was a big inspiration to 
them.  He was followed to the majors years 
later by the O’Brien twins, John and Ed, also 
Jack McKeon, and Tom Kelly.  

McKeon, who managed the Florida 
Marlins to the 2003 World Series champi-
onship, has always credited Allie during his 
speaking engagements all over the country.  
“He showed us the way, and was an inspira-

tion.  He was a catalyst as far as young players 
in South Amboy.  He set the bar for us to 
shoot for, the Major Leagues.  I remember 
in high school I rode the train with him to 
Newark, when he played for the Bears, and 
he would get me to catch batting practice 
for the team.  He was so helpful and a great 
friend,” said McKeon.  Ed O’Brien, when 
learning of Allie’s death said, “He was great.  
Allie was Mr. South Amboy.”

Back in the early 1950’s, Clark and Gene 
O’Toole of South Amboy, were co-owners 
of Allie Clark’s Sportsmen’s Inn (Where the 
Landmark Tavern is now) on Broadway in 
South Amboy.  O’Toole said that, “I liked 
him as a business partner and friend, and 
his passing is a great loss.  He was a shining 
example for everyone, especially with all he 
did for the youth of South Amboy.”

Allie was certainly active in the com-
munity for as long as his health held up.  If 
you attended St. Mary’s Church on Sunday 
morning at 8 a.m., you would see him faith-
fully ushering and taking the basket around.  
If there were any major events happening in 
town, more than likely he would be there.  
He was probably the most popular figure in 
the history of South Amboy.  If you were 
ever at a dinner or banquet that he attended, 
you probably noticed he carried himself 
with a certain dignity, and there was a hint 
of royalty.  When he was out of his fancy 
suit and tie and back in casual clothes, he 

(Continued on page 27)

Sekerak Chosen 
Commander

Bob “Zak” Sekerak was elected Com-
mander of American Legion Luke A. Lovely 
Post #62 South Amboy, for an unprecedented 
eight time.  “Zak” succeeds Commander 
Ed Peterson, who did a truly outstanding 
job.   Thank you Ed for your hard work and 
dedication!  Congratulations and best of 
luck, Commander Sekerak!

South Amboy’s new Councilwoman Christine Noble (c) is sworn in by Mayor Fred Henry 
(r), as her mother Claire Noble (l) holds the Bible.

Brian Noble (l) is sworn in as Sergeant of the South Amboy Police Dept., by Mayor 
Fred Henry (r), as his wife Amy and children, Erin and Robert holding the Bible, look 
on. (Photos courtesy of Ptl. Matt Barcheski, SAPD)

Farewell To A Champion
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The City of South Amboy and South Amboy-Sayreville Rotary held a Rabies Clinic at the 
Mechanicsville Hose Co. firehouse in South Amboy on April 10.  The Rotary received 
truckloads of dog food from an anonymous donor, and distributed it for free to the owners 
who came in to get licenses and rabies shots for their pets.  This was the first dog food 
distribution event, and the Rotary is looking to have other distributions in South Amboy 
and Sayreville.  Owners were given their choice of canned food, dry food or treats for their 
animals. Veterinarian Dr. Joseph Spinazzola from the Animal Hospital of Sayreville,  gave 
the vaccinations. The Rotary members and doctor with his assistant are pictured above.  
Anyone interested in joining the Rotary is welcome to attend the weekly meeting which is 
held every Tuesday, 12:30 p.m. at Peter Pank Diner.  (Photo/info by Tom Burkard)

Talk Of The Towns
By Tom Burkard

O’Connor On TV
Patrick O’Connor formerly of South 

Amboy can currently be seen on the Dan 
Patrick Show on the MSG Channel.  He goes 
by the name of “Seton” on the program, and 
is doing an excellent job as a producer.  He 
is also one of the “Danettes.”

Happy 60th Rose & Moe
Happy 60th Wedding Anniversary 

wishes go out to former Sayreville residents 
Rose and Ed “Moe” Mosakowski, who 
celebrated their big day on April 16.  They 
currently reside in Florida.

Sambora Was In South Amboy
Bon Jovi’s sensational lead guitarist, 

Richie Sambora, was reportedly seen re-
cently at Dunkin’ Donuts on North Broadway 
in South Amboy.  Sources told us that he was 
cordial and signed autographs for anyone 
who requested them.

Jack McKeon To Be Inducted
South Amboy native, and world-re-

nowned professional baseball manager, Jack 
McKeon will be inducted into the Fulton 
County, New York Sports Hall-of-Fame on 
May 5th.  Jack played for the Gloversville 
minor league team which is located in Fulton 
County.  Congratulations, Jack!

“Biff” McKeon In 60th Year Of Pro 
Ball

Former South Amboy/Sayreville 
resident and 1950 St. Mary’s HS grad, Bill 
“Biff” McKeon recently began his 60th year 
of professional baseball.  He is currently serv-
ing as the official Radio Color Broadcaster 
for the Evansville Otters.  Congratulations, 
“Biff!”

Muchanic Throws Out First Pitch
Former South Amboy resident and  1975 

St. Mary’s HS graduate, Nora Muchanic of 
6 ABC TV Action News threw out the first 
pitch for the Trenton Thunder on Opening 
Day.

Joe Halmi Correction
Last month I mentioned that Joe Halmi, 

who passed away at 75, was a former South 
(Continued on page 22)

Pleasant Little 
Trivia

By Tom Burkard
1. The current president of the Friends of 
Sayreville Public Library?  a.Anne Polonia 
b.Elaine Kubacz c.Mariana Molowski
2.South Amboy’s Fire Chief in 1969?  
a.Nels Thomsen b.Joseph Halmi c.Thomas 
Trebelhorn
3. Our Lady of Victories Church is located at?  
a.Washington  Rd.  b.Main St. c.MacArthur 
Ave.
4.In 1970, where was Roddy’s Tavern lo-
cated?  a.Parlin b.Morgan c.South Amboy
5.Where is Fred’s Bait Stand locat-
ed?  a.Route 9 South b.Route 35 South 
c.Bordentown Ave.
6.South Amboy’s Mayor during the explo-
sion of 1950?  a.John Leonard b.Thorvald 
Olsen c.Joseph McKeon
7.Oak Street is in what section of Sayreville?  
a.Melrose b.Oak Tree c.President Park
8.What year did the tornado rip through South 
Amboy?  a.1989 b.1991 c.1992
9.In ’75, the president of the Sayreville 
Cultural Arts Council?  a.Lois Markowitz 
b.Sally Mehtal c.Claire Pervell
10.South Amboy Knights of Columbus 
Council #426 Grand Knight in 1991?  a.Ray 
Wesley b.Mike Mooney c.Steve Schmid
11.Where is Winding Woods Apartments 
located in Sayreville?  a.Bordentown Ave. 
b.Pulaski Ave. c.Main St.
12.In ’93, this liquor store was located at 
103 South Pine Ave., South Amboy?  a.Pine 
Liquors b.Who’s Booze c.Jack’s Liquors

Answers
1b 2b 3b 4c 5b 6a 7a 8c 9c 10b 11a 12b.

SA Fire Dept. 
Communion 

Breakfast
The South Amboy Fire Dept. will be 

holding a Communion Breakfast on Sunday, 
April 29.  The breakfast will follow the 8 
a.m. Mass at St. Mary’s, and will be served 
from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. at St. Mary’s Cafeteria.  
Tickets are $12-adults, $6-children.  For 
your tickets, call 732-921-9562 or 732-721-
7323.  The guest speaker will be an FDNY 
Firefighter on Firefighter safety.  

All Firefighters are to meet at house 6 
by 7:30 a.m., to march to the church.  Uni-
forms are not required but requested (with or 
without patch).  Out of town firefighters are 
welcomed, and the Mass/Breakfast is open 
to the public.  Spread the word!

TrickyTray
Sacred Heart School in South Amboy, 

will be having their 13th annual tricky tray 
on Friday, May 4, 2012 at Sacred Heart 
Memorial Hall across the street from the 
church. Doors open at 6pm and the first ticket 
will be drawn at 7:30 pm. Tickets are now 
on sale for $15. Please call Judy McCrone 
at 732-721-6592 to make seating reserva-
tions, as we sell out every year. Some prizes 
include, Broadway show tickets, Disney 
hopper passes, electronics, American Girl 
doll, household, Nook, day trips, Subway 
series tickets and multiple gift cards. Cake 
and coffee will be served. 

                  ST CLAIRE NOVENA
Ask St. Claire for these favors, 1 buisness, 

2 impossible. Say 9 Hail Mary’s for 9 days with 
lighted candles. Pray whether you believe in it or 
not. Publish on the 9th day. May the Sacred Heart 
of Jesus be praised, adored and glorified today 
and every day. Request will be granted no matter 
how impossible it may seem. Publication must be 
promised. -V.S..
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 ★  Business of the Month  ★

Congratulations to the South Amboy Branch Y Cyclones Swim Team on a successful first 
season!  We had a total of 42 swimmers on the Team during our first year; of which 16 
swimmers qualified for Bronze Championship, 8 for Silver Championship, 3 for 8 & under 
States Championship, and 4 for 12 & under States Championship.  A special thanks to 
Coach Rachael and the rest of the coaches, and all of the Volunteer Parents who helped 
make this season such a success! (Photo/Info Submtted)

Sacred Heart 
Carnival 

May 23rd - May 26th
Carnival Ride Tickets on Sale Now!! 

Save money by buying your Carnival Ride 
tickets in advance. 

Purchase a sheet of 15 tickets for $10 
and save $$$. That price is less than $1 per 
ticket. Unlimited Band Nights will be Wed 
and Sat. To purchase discounted tickets, 
contact Eileen at 914-255-0231 or at via 
email at eileenpabon@gmail.com. 

Fishing Derby 
The Sayreville Recreation Department 

is having its annual Fishing Derby at Ken-
nedy Park on May 12th. Registration begins 
at 8:30am with the derby starting at 9:00am. 
It’s free to the public – prizes awarded for 
ages 3-14. 

 Officially the building was opened 
in 1952. Brick by brick it was erected by 
Edward Bailey and his family, but Buddies 
Tavern began much earlier  than that.  In 
the early 1940s Joseph “Greek” Chmura 
and Edward “Pete” Chmura along with 
three friends opened  up on the corner of 
Washington Road and Johnson Lane as 
Buddies Tavern and rented the building 
from Charles Spezzi.  There were five in 
all and they were buddies in every way.  
Not long after, the five young men were 
drafted into the cavalry division for World 
War II.  They sold the business to Edward 
and Josephine Bailey.    

The Bailey’s operated at  that location 
on Washington Road for the remainder of 
the ten year lease.  During this time they 
purchased the property around them on 
Johnson Lane.  Edward was a truck driver 
and every night would pick up a load of 
bricks and when he got home his son’s 
Ralph, Ronnie and Robert “Pete” Bailey, 
would have to unload the truck, and brick 
by brick they  were used to build the 
bar that officially opened in 1952.  The 
banquet hall was added on in 1956 which 
besides the main hall area also  housed 
a bar, additional hall, bathroom and coat 
room in the basement area. 

Buddies is celebrating its 60th year in 
business, and is still  a family run opera-
tion, owned by Kathleen Bailey.  Special-
izing in homemade Polish dishes cooked 

Buddies Tavern 
aka..Sayreville’s Side Street Secret

using  Babci’s  (grandma’s) recipes and 
their delicious homemade coleslaw served 
with the fish on Fridays all year round.  
Buddies is still doing it, banquets, fish 
Fridays,  pub/pizza kitchen… and while 
the cellar hasn’t been used in twenty years, 
tours have been known to be given!

Entertainment was added to the mix 
about ten years ago that now includes an 
Open Jam at 8pm on Thursday hosted by  
Wayne (Kathleen’s  grandson), World 
Tavern Poker at 7pm on Fridays, live 
entertainment at 9pm  on Saturdays and 
Country Night on Sundays at 8pm with 
games and giveaways hosted by John 
Szurlej.  Parties are still catered for any 
occasion including repasses, and they 
lend their hall “free of charge” to many 
organizations who need a place to meet, 
“a home base,” so to speak.  They love to 
host benefits and reunions ( NO HALL/
FACILITY  CHARGE!!).

The pub kitchen is open Thursday 
through Sunday and includes items such 
as cheese steaks made from top round 
beef, grilled sausage, pepper & onion, 
chicken cheese steak, eggplant parm sub, 
bar pies, 8 oz. burgers and a $5 menu all 
the time.

For information on any of the above 
including hall use, please call Karen at 
732-910-8397 and let our family serve 
your family .

Three generations of Bailey’s that will serve you as if you were family at Buddies Tavern. 
Standing (l-r) Bradley Peterson, Janice Peterson, Arlene Balaskiewicz, Karen Bebert, 
Kristy Bebert and Wayne Bebert. Seated, Kathy Bailey and kneeling Leanne Bailey.

The Miraculous Prayer
Dear Heart of Jesus, in the past I have asked for many 

favors.  This time I ask you this my special one (mention 
favor).  Take it, Dear Jesus, and place it within your own 
broken heart, where your Father sees it.  Then, in His merci-
ful eyes, it will become your favor, not mine.  Amen.  (Say 
this prayer for 3 days, promise publication and your favor 
will be granted.  Never known to fail.)  -EP
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Yearbook-Sayreville 1992
By Tom Burkard

“Endless Love” by Diana Ross & Lionel 
Richie ruled the national airwaves when the 
Sayreville Class of ’82 returned for its final 
school year in September 1981…Henry 
Counsman finished his last of 36 years in 
the educational field...Some of the Sayre-
ville faculty included James Inman, John 
Ciszewski, William Doll, Annette Sowa, 
Steve Gozora, Judy Podbelski…

Celeste Del Gatto was Student Coun-
cil President.  Cindy Santaniello was ’81 
Homecoming Queen.  Claudia Naglich was 
Twirling Captain…Warren Clark was Editor-
In-Chief of the school newspaper.

There was plenty to do back at Sayreville 
in ’82, just to name a few: The Rutgers Bowl; 
the Almost Anything Goes Assembly; Blue 
& Grey Week; The school play was “The 
Good Doctor,” and the musical was “Bye 
Bye Birdie.”  SWMHS, as always offered 
many clubs for students.

On the sports scene, the boys gymnastics 
team was #1 in the state with a perfect 13-0 
record, which included county, sectional 
and state championships under Coach Jack 
Hefelfinger…Coach Jerry Carney led the 
boys cross country to a perfect 11-0 mark as 
well…Carney’s winter track team won its 2nd 
consecutive Middlesex County Relay title, 
and finished with a spotless 10-0 showing.  
The girls hoops’ team under Coach Judy 
Sunski was a supr 19-5.

Major worldwide news in ’82 included: 
E.T. The Extra-Terrestrial became the highest 
grossing movie in history…Princess Grace of 
Monaco was killed in a car crash…Katharine 
Hepburn won her 4th acting Oscar…

Some of the members of the Sayreville 
Class of ’82 selected randomly: Karen 
Bailey, Tom Best, Robert Blanda, Deneen 
Blaszka, Linda Bodnar, Kevin Bottomly, 
Lois Burkshot, Holly Chance, Michael Co-
man, Patricia DeBiase, Jon DeLucia, John 
Domino, Laureen Drwal, Robyn Fleming, 
John Golaszewski, Kris Gorka, Drew Haley, 
Patricia Hartman, Gayle Juliano, Robert 
Kaelin, Jacqueline Kenny, Robert Kenny, 
Keith Kovaleski, Susan Krzyzkowski, Val-
erie Kubisiak, Mark Kurtz, Ray LaFontaine, 
Janet Lovely, Christa Lytkowski, Phil Mc-
Cutcheon, Tim McKeon, Melissa Michalik, 
Caroline McCurdy, Mike Murtha, Mark 
Newcomer, Bill O’Leary, Dave Parkinson, 
Roxanne Pohl, Judy Popowski, Gerard 
Porpora, Chris Seaman, James Scully, Bob 
Stary, Ron Steiner, Ken Sumski, rock star/
recording artist, Dave “Snake” Sabo, Sandy 
Unkel, David Wojcik, Kim Zaremba, Theresa 
Ziobro, Cheryl Zupko…

Sayreville War Memorial HS Class of 
1982 was large in number, and had count-
less, talented students, who became suc-
cesses, while making great contributions 
to society.    

SUMMER REGISTRATION FOR REC 
PROGRAMS

The Sayreville Recreation Department 
is holding registration for all Summer Classes 
from 8:00am – 3:45 pm at the Mickey Sedlak 
Recreation Center on Dolan Street.  Programs 
are:  Summer Fun, Stations of Fun, Co-Ed 
Crafts, Snacks R Us, as well as registra-
tion for Little Kids Playtime at Kennedy 

Park, Gymnastics, Dance and Cheer Camp, 
Recreation Sports Camps, and Burkes Park 
Summer Camp

Classes for the Summer 2012 will begin 
the week of June 25, 2012.  For more Informa-
tion please call us at:  732-390-7092/7096.
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Kindergarten students at Our Lady of Victories School in Sayreville hold up items that they 
collected for the St. Vincent DePaul Society’s food pantry.  Under the direction of their 
teacher, Laura Buongiovanni, a Lenten food drive was held at the school.  Students in other 
grades donated many foods, paper goods, and Easter basket items.  The Kindergarten 
students collected the donations, sorted them, and helped carry them to the food pantry 
located in Msgr. Dalton Hall.  The experience has helped the students realize that they 
can help others, even at a young age.  The students also had practice with their practical 
math skills by counting, sorting and keeping a tally of each type of donation.  The items 
collected will help people within the Our Lady of Victories Parish and the Sayreville area.  
(Photo/info submitted)

Fundraiser To Support SA Fire Dept. 
Anniversary Committee

Texas Roadhouse is supporting the 
South Amboy Fire Dept. Anniversary Com-
mittee.  On Thursday, May 10th between 
4-10 p.m., 10% of each bill in its entirety 
will be donated to South Amboy Fire Dept. 
Anniversary Committee.  You must present 
a special flyer in order for the Fire Dept. to 
get the 10%.  Contact Mike at 732-525-0265 
or go to any of the South Amboy firehouses 
to get your flyer.    Early dine specials are 
between 4-6 p.m.  You can choose from 10 
different entrees from the special menu for 
only $7.99.  Texas Roadhouse is located 
at 1000 Rt. 9, Parlin, phone number 732-
721-0780.

Tickets will be sold during the fundraiser 
and will be sold on May 12th from 4-10 p.m. 

at Texas Roadhouse for the South Amboy 
Fire Dept. Circus on May 19th.  For more 
info, contact Elizabeth at 732-856-0307, or 
Mike at 732-525-0265.  

Sister Louise 
Celebrates 60th Jubilee

(Information courtesy of 
Bill “Biff” McKeon)

Former Sayreville resident and St. 
Mary’s HS Class of 1950 graduate, Sister 
Louise Gorka is observing her 60th year with 
the Sisters of Mercy Order, where she has 
served in many capacities such as school 
teacher/administrator, and more recently as 
Co-Director of the Gathering Place Retreat 
House in Middletown.   Congratulations 
Sister Louise on your wonderful career!  
God Bless!
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How Old Are You?
By Al Gomolka Jr.

Times Poet Laureate
c. 1983

There is no such time as old
Age is a measurement
It is: the people that one contacts
The places that one has been
The food that one eats
The environment that one lives
That causes the things that one has done
And these surely age one’s body
And formulate one’s life
Hours, days, years
Time is irrelevant, yet not meaningless
For one is never old
One just keeps getting older.

SEEKING ALUMNI
On Sunday, April 29th at 1:30 PM, 

Sacred Heart School will host “Celebrat-
ing Dedicated Hearts”.  This luncheon will 
provide opportunities to commemorate the 
anniversaries of jubilee graduates from the 
school as well as to honor the following: the 
Janas family for their generations of ardent 
support for Sacred Heart; Dr. Edward Merski, 
class of 1966 as an outstanding alumnus of 
the school; and Mrs. Valerie Romer, class of 
1972 for her many years of dedication as a 
teacher at Sacred Heart. 

 All are invited to attend the Noon Mass 
at Sacred Heart Church prior to the event.  
A buffet luncheon will be served at 1:30 
P.M. in Memorial Hall.  Anyone interested 
in attending the luncheon may contact Carol 
Pawlowski at (732) 525-0433 to purchase 
tickets. The cost is $20 per person.   

 To memorialize these faithful contri-
butions to Sacred Heart, a commemorative 
journal will be produced. If you would like 
to congratulate our honorees or celebrate a 
jubilee class with a special message please 
contact Beth-Ann Bulla at (732) 721-3018 
or via e-mail at Lizziemom2@aol.com.  
Journal pricing information and special 
packages are enclosed on a separate sheet. 
The deadline for placing an Ad is Sunday, 
April 16, 2012.

 Graduates of Sacred Heart that would 
like to be included in our directory or cel-
ebrate with classmates should contact Teri 
Szallai at (732) 238-3116 or via e-mail at 
Teriszal@aol.com 

 This event is open to anyone interested 
in celebrating our Sacred Heart graduates 
and Catholic education. Thank you for your 
continuous and staunch support of Sacred 
Heart School. 

OLV Senior Meeting

Community Flea 
Market

The Sayreville Recreation Department 
is having its Annual Community Flea Market 
on June 9, 2012 at the Borough Hall Soccer 
Field. Vending is open to both Sayreville 
residents and non Sayreville residents 
– simply register at the Recreation office 
between the hours of 8:00am to 3:30pm 
Monday thru Friday. Food and Ice Cream 
vendors will be on site.

Prices: 
Sayreville Resident - $10.00 per table 
space
Non- Sayreville Resident - $20.00 per table 
space
Information call: 732-390-7092/7096

The OLV Senior Group will hold their 
May Meeting on Friday, May 4 2012 at 1PM 
in Monsignor Dalton Hall on Main Street in 
Sayreville. We will be honoring Mary with 
our annual May Crowning. Please bring your 
rosary. Our business meeting will be held 
after the crowning.   Don’t forget to wear 

your favorite shade of blue in honor of Mary, 
the Blessed Mother. Food donations to St. 
Vincent de Paul are always gladly accepted. 
Our group invites any senior who is 55 years 
and older to join our group. You do not need 
to be a member of OLV. Any questions please 
contact Teri at 732-727-7639.
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Barbara Anne Gray (l) formerly of South Amboy and currently living in Florida visited her 
brother Jim Gray (r) of South Amboy over Easter time, and is happy to show off the latest 
copy of The SA Times.  Jim sends her a copy each month, and she loves keeping up with 
her old hometown. If any of our readers attended St. Mary’s Grammar School from 1960-
62, Miss Gray was a very popular 4th grade teacher.  She was in her early 20’s when she 
taught her first 4th grade class during the 1960-61 school year.  There were two other 4th 
grades at the time, taught by Mrs. O’Brien, and Mrs. Karnish. After leaving St. Mary’s in ’62, 
she taught at Spotswood for awhile, and then moved to Florida, where she began a new 
occupation working for Eastern Airlines.  Barbara retired after enjoying a highly-successful 
career with Eastern.  (Photo/story by Tom Burkard)
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Dear Editor,
On  March 

14th, our fam-
ily suffered the 
sudden loss of 
a devoted husband 
and father.  While we 
are still reeling from Robert “RJ” 
Iremonger’s sudden passing, we wanted to 
take the opportunity to thank the many people 
and organizations that came to our aid.

To the South Amboy Police and South 
Amboy First-Aid for their fast response 
and their tireless efforts to try to bring RJ 
back to us.  Time and time again, these 1st 
Responders come to the aid of complete 
strangers, yet render aid like the person 
needing help is a member of their immedi-
ate family.  These responders rarely hear the 
words “Thank You” in the course of their 
work. We hope that in some small way, this 
letter conveys our heartfelt gratitude for all 
you did that day.

To our dear friends and neighbors who 
were there right away on that day and in the 
days after, offering their help and providing 
comfort in our darkest hours.  Especially a 

big Thank You to Gene and Trish Reagan 
and Tracy Noble.

To the wonderful people from South 
Amboy Pizza, Covello’s and the Munkee 
Bar who brought food to our home and 
provided food and a place for the repass.  
We hold these businesses near and dear to 
our hearts.  They truly epitomized the word 
“Giving”.

We would be remiss if we didn’t end 
this letter by thanking all of the wonderful 
people of South Amboy who showed how 
the people of a small town rallied around 
one of its own in a big way during their 
time of need.

With our eternal thanks,
Maribeth and Caylea Iremonger   

Dear Editor,
I enjoy reading your newspaper.  I was 

born on Henry St. and lived there for 30 
years before getting married and moving to 
Monroe Twp. in 1968.  I still go to Henry’s 
Raritan Barber Shop for haircuts, and met 
Mayor Henry there last visit.

Bob Martenak
(Formerly of South Amboy)

Student Receives 
National Honor

Cardinal McCarrick/St. Mary’s High 
School student Marianelli V. Agbulos has 
been recognized for superior academic 
achievement by the National Society of High 
School Scholars (NSHSS).  The Society 
recognizes top scholars and invites only 
those students who have achieved academic 
excellence.  

NSHSS Founder and Chairman Claes 
Nobel, said, “On behalf of NSHSS, I am 
honored to recognize the hard work, sacrifice, 
and commitment that Marianelli has dem-
onstrated to achieve this level of academic 
excellence.”  Congratulations, Marianelli on 
your prestigious honor!

Trip to Hunterdon 
Hills Playhouse
The OLV Senior Group is sponsoring 

a bus trip to Hunterdon Hills Playhouse on 
Thursday, July 19, 2012 to see The Great 
American Song Book 3. The show fea-
tures music that influenced what became 
America’s own unique, wonderful music and 
dance. The cost of the trip is $80.00 which 
includes the price of the show, a meal with 
several choices of entrees, bus transporta-
tion, bus driver gratuity, and snacks after the 
show on the bus. The bus will leave the OLV 
lower parking lot at 9:45AM and return by 
5PM. For further information or to make a 
reservation, call Teri at (732) 727-7639 or 
mail the form below to: TeriYetsko, 6 Lani 
St. South Amboy, NJ 08879. Make all checks 
out to OLV Senior Group. 

St. Stanislaus Kostka CYO 5th and 6th grade girls basketball team turned in a perfect 14-0 
season in the OLV League this year.  Maddi Doring was selected League MVP, and led the 
team with 16 points in the championship game, as St. Stan’s defeated St. Bart’s of East 
Brunswick, 28-25.  Congratulations to all the girls for all their hard work!
The champions pictured (l-r) Coach Jeanette Erla, Maddie Doring, Gia Cenci, Natila 
Misiur, Tori Balka, Caitlyn Hochran, Cassie Tatto, Coach Mike Cenci, Jenna DeMild, Emily 
Shernius, Rachel Erla, Eve Marie Gentile, Bridgette Corman.  (Photo courtesy of Linda 
Jay, info courtesy of Dawn Zollinger)

Champions
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Allie Clark Remembered
By Tom Burkard

The following locals shared their memo-
ries of the great Allie Clark who passed away 
on April 2nd.

Rich Klein (Former teacher/coach at 
Hoffman and South Amboy High Schools)

“He was a standout player for the New 
York Yankees, a local boy who never forgot 
his roots.  I was honored to know him, and 
have him as a friend.  Allie will be looking 
down on us from Yankee Heaven.”

Michael “Mickey” Gross (South Amboy 
Councilman)

“Allie Clark was a kind gentleman, who 
everyone in South Amboy loved, and will 
be greatly missed.  He always made South 
Amboy proud.”

Frank Notaro (Cardinal McCarrick/St. 
Mary’s varsity baseball coach)

“As a young boy in Perth Amboy, all 
of my Yankee heroes, Mantle, Berra, Riz-
zuto and others came from states far away 
from my home.  Allie was introduced at an 
Oldtimers Day, and my father told me he was 
from South Amboy.  I couldn’t believe that 
a former Major Leaguer came from across 
the pond.  It was an inspiration to know 
that.  When I became the coach at Cardinal 
McCarrick High School, I had the privilege 
of meeting him and inviting him to Opening 
Day and the Mayor’s Trophy game.  I found 
him to be a gentleman and always willing to 
share his time with people.  It was an honor 
to have known him.”

Bill “Biff” McKeon (Former Profes-
sional Baseball Player)

“Several years back, George Spiecker 
invited Alfie Clark and the late John Kenny 
to the prestigious New York Sportswriters 
Dinner, where newly appointed Mets man-

ager George Bamberger was in attendance.  
Since I had known “Bambee” for years, I 
asked him to come over to our table and say 
hello, and told him to ‘please don’t embarrass 
my good friend Alfie Clark, who is seated 
at our table.’  After I introduced everyone, I 
said, ‘And you know Alfie Clark,’ whereby 
Bambee said, ‘Do I know Alfie Clark, hell, 
he hit one home run off me in a Spring 
Training game at Tucson one year, and the 
ball is still in orbit.’  

Alfie lit up like a Christmas tree because 
Bambee remembered him and that terrific 
homer.  Alfie Clark was a power hitter, who 
hit one of the longest baseballs (close to 500 
feet) in the old Washington Senators Stadium 
back in 1947.

P.S. Mel Allen, New York Yankees 
radio announcer started calling Alife (Allie) 
Clark back in ’47 for some reason.  I never 
did say Allie, because to me, he was Alfie 
Clark my friend.” 

Steve Schmid (PGK, South Amboy K 
of C #426)

“He was a very pleasant man who will 
be missed.  He was a fixture at 8 a.m. Mass 
at St. Mary’s Church, always ushering.  He 
was the pride and joy of the city.” 

Jim Langan, a good friend of Allie’s, 
and South Amboy’s biggest collector of Allie 
Clark memorabilia said,  “I remember his 
friendship and the stories he told us when we 
went out to lunch with him.” He also said that 
Allie was most proud of the fact that when 
Babe Ruth came into the clubhouse in 1948, 
he said hello to Allie, and called him by name. 
Ruth rarely called anyone by first name, and 
usually called everyone, “Kid.”

I’m Playing ForThe 
Yankees
By Al Gomolka Jr.

Times Poet Laureate
c. 1975

I’m posing in my uniform 
With number 15 slightly torn
My glove and spikes both hustled worn
As the fans all beg me for a picture
Smiling nice, I’m in my glory
Like a dream come true or fairy tale story
I made it to the Major League
I’m playing for the Yankees now
As a kid my mom would always say
Save some baseball for another day
Come and eat and go to sleep
Pray the Lord your heroes to keep
I pushed and made it to the Major Leagues
I’m playing with the Yankees now
Then I was drafted to another game
Their uniforms didn’t look the same
No pinstripes, but I’m still a Yankee
I made it to the Major League
Paralyzed in my army bed
Can’t move my arms or legs or head
It’s only in my mind
That I can play baseball
Oh how I used to run and slide
And throw and catch, and hit applied
Now it seems that I just mostly cry
When it comes to thinking about baseball
I’m posing in my uniform
Smiling nice, I’m in my glory
I made it to the Major League
I’m playing for the Yankees now.

Our Lady of 
Victories Spaghetti 

Dinner
Our Lady of Victories Parish will spon-

sor a Parish Spaghetti Dinner on Saturday, 
May 19, 2012 from 5PM to 7PM in Monsi-
gnor Dalton Hall. The Italian meal will be 
prepared by Italian Master Chef Carmen 
Spezzi. The meal will include: spaghetti 
with mouth-watering Italian meat sauce, 
a garden salad, bread and rolls, luscious, 
homemade desserts and coffee, tea and 
soda. Adult tickets are $8.00, senior tickets 
are $7.00 and children under 10 years of 
age are $5.00. 

Tickets will be sold after all Masses 
beginning April 16/17 and also at the Pastoral 
Center during business hours. For further 
information or be purchase tickets please 
call Geri at 732-257-4351.

Movie Matinee
Join us at Sayreville Public Library for 

our monthly movie matinees on the second 
Friday of each month from 2:00-4:00PM. 
Enjoy popular first run movie hits on our 
new 84” x 84” screen and fresh popcorn from 
our popcorn machine! Watch a movie and 
meet fellow movie enthusiasts!  Check out 
our May 11 feature on our website, www.
sayrevillelibrary.org or call Alaina at 732-
727-0212 ex. 25 or email her at alainad@
lmxac.org for more information.

Gift & Tea Auction 
Admission Price is  $20 Coffee/Tea and 

Dessert Included. Reserve a table for 10 and 
have a party at your table! Bring your own 
food. Don’t be left out, this event is always a 
sell-out! Only 400 tickets will be sold!! For 
more Information and to reserve tables call 
732-721-0748 ext.244 or visit our website: 
www.cardinalmccarrick.com
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The Frog Hollow Swim Club Executive Board met with South Amboy Fire Chief officers to 
examine new equipment that was bought with donations from the Frog Hollow 5K Run.  
The equipment purchased was safety vests, and fire fighter gloves and protective hoods.  
Pictured (l-r) Joe Detullio, Bill Henry, Ed Paczkowski, Dan McCrone, Fire Chiefs Jamie 
Norek, Brian Kuhn, and Bret Coyle. (Photo/info submitted) 

Rosary Society 
To Celebrate 120th 

Anniversary
The Rosary Society of the Church of 

the Sacred Heart will be celebrating its 
120th Anniversary on May 6th.  Devotions 
to the Blessed Virgin will begin in church 
at 2 p.m., which includes the crowning of 
the Blessed Virgin Mary by a member of the 
Rosary Society.

Following will be a buffet dinner in 
Memorial Hall.  Price is $25.  For reserva-
tions, call Ann Marie Tauber at 732-721-3497 
by May 1st.

MAVIS Tricky Tray 
Fundraiser

MAVIS (The Music Association for the 
Visually Impaired Students of New Jersey) 
will be holding a Tricky Tray fundraiser on 
Friday, May 18 at the Sayreville Senior Cen-
ter, 423 Main St., Sayreville.  Doors open at 
6 p.m. with drawings beginning promptly at 
7:30 p.m., with many great prizes!  Admis-
sion is $8.  Adults only.  Complimentary cake 
and coffee will be served during break.  Other 
refreshments will be available for purchase.  
For more info call 732-254-4795.

MAVIS organization subsidizes some 
of the costs for young people and adults 
with visual impairments to receive music 
lessons and musical instruments.  The Tricky 
Tray is one of its most important events 
for fundraising and enhancing community 
awareness.

SNAPSHOT MEMORIES
By Elaine Holton Scott

The way we recall the past is very much 
like snapshots taken with an old Polaroid 
camera… with each snapshot filling a mental 
album of memories.

Darned socks, mohair sweaters, cof-
fee percolating on the stove; embroidered 
initials on a man’s handkerchief; the sound 
of car snow chains crunching into the 
snow; the coconuty taste of sugar-coated 
candy watermelon slices; car steering wheel 
covers; homemade pea shooters; Elsie the 
Cow; Grandpappy Amos; syphoning gas; 
catechism primer; winter coats with match-
ing leggings; Ginny dolls; the Shoemaker’s 
shop on Broadway; roller skating skirts; 
Bob Hope Christmas specials; cloth diapers 
and diaper pins; a big pot of cabbage cook-
ing on the stove; rooms having only one 
electrical outlet; wiping your mouth with 
a dish towel after eating; Walter Cronkite 
giving the nightly news; snow pants held 
up by suspenders; Steve Allen hosting The 
Tonight Show; poppy flowers being legal; 
“…and awaaay we go!!”; Bobby sox; Heckle 
& Jeckle cartoons; the man in the moon; 
the sting of Iodine on a cut; ; Aunt Bea; the 
Big Bopper; men’s argyle socks; getting 
the measles; seamed stockings; waking up 
the day after Thanksgiving to a meatless 
Friday; washing your hair with soap; stores 
closed on Sundays; Mexican jumping beans 
with bug larvae inside to make them jump; 
old women with garters peeking from the 

bottom of their dresses; Roy Rogers and 
Dale Evans; chocolate covered cream buns 
sold at Daylight Bakery for 5 cents apiece; 
Connie Francis named Top Female Vocal-
ist; homemade window screens; laughing at 
the TV antics of Uncle Miltie, Red Skelton, 
and Jack Benny; TV static; the “Red Tide” 
floating to shore from NYC; the Sunday 
Night Movie; doctors making house calls; 
“black” pennies; Miss Kitty and Marshall 
Dillon;  “picture tubes”; Sunday gloves; glass 
milk bottles; holy statues on car dashboards; 
Mamie Eisenhower; Asterita’s store; “I Love 
Lucy”; Old Dutch Cleanser with a Dutch girl 
on the label; John Glenn orbiting the earth; 
a young William Shatner on Star Trek; girls’ 
Circle pins; Buffalo nickels and Mercury 
dimes; suspenders for men’s socks; crocheted 
doilies on the arms of sofas; spiked heels for 
women; bottles of liquid starch; Sal Mineo, 
James Dean, and Sandra Dee; Esso gas sta-
tions; cleats on shoes; Mayor Charmello; 
wind-up alarm clocks; #2 pencils for school; 
Euell Gibbons; typewriter erasers; “The Last 
of the Mohicans”; Double-Mint gum; Helena 
Rubenstein; coal shovels; Butane cigarette 
lighters; Nancy Drew books; Coco Chanel; 
gold fillings; Tommy Sands, Fabian, and Tab 
Hunter; oil cloth floor coverings; 78 rpm 
records; Dobie Gillis; Studebakers; 48 stars 
on our flag; Turkish Taffy; and “Good night, 
Mrs. Kalabash…wherever you are.”

Author Volunteers At Library
Chelle Martin, award-winning short 

story author and member of Sisters in 
Crime—an international organization found-
ed to support the professional development 
of women writing crime fiction—will work 
as a volunteer staffer at Sadie Pope Dowdell 
Library of South Amboy on Saturday, April 
21, from 12 p.m. until 4 p.m. as part of a 
“Booksellers and Librarians Solve Mysteries 
Every Day” celebration.

The event, produced by Sisters in Crime, 
is designed to thank librarians and booksell-
ers for 25 years of support of the mystery 
genre.  Sisters in Crime was established with 
an organizational meeting held in New York 
City in the spring of 1987.

“I’m very excited about spending time 
at the Sadie Pope Dowdell Library,” Martin 
said.  “In helping readers find their way to 
the right book at the right time, librarians 
solve mysteries every day.”

On April 21, a select group of Sisters 
in Crime member authors will be volun-
teering in bookstores and libraries in their 
hometowns—from Albany, New York, to 
Honolulu, Hawaii, from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m., 
local time.  In addition, SinC’s more than 
3,000 members worldwide are gearing up 
to go into libraries and bookstores on that 
day to personally thank the booksellers and 

librarians they find working behind the 
counters and in the stacks.

Martin’s stories have appeared in the 
New Jersey, New York, and California chap-
ters of Sisters in Crime anthologies as well 
as Princeton’s US1’s Summer Fiction Issue, 
and other nationally released collections of 
short mystery fiction.

She is a graduate of Monmouth Uni-
versity and is currently working on her 
humorous mystery novel in addition to 
writing short stories.

While at the Sadie Pope Dowdell Li-
brary on April 21, Martin will be assisting 
the librarians while leading discussions with 
patrons and helping visitors find titles of 
interest.  She will also have a small selection 
of books on hand to sell and autograph.

The Sadie Pope Dowdell Library is 
located at 100 Harold G. Hoffman Plaza in 
South Amboy, New Jersey.  Event hours are 
from 12 p.m. until 4 p.m.  The library phone 
number is 732-721-6060.

Sisters in Crime is currently celebrating 
its 25th anniversary year.  The organization 
is made up of more than 3,000 members and 
48 chapters worldwide—authors, readers, 
publishers, agents, booksellers, librarians 
and others who love mysteries.  Sisters in 
Crime is online at www.sistersincrime.org.
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Sayreville author Chelle Martin, a St. Mary’s HS graduate is pictured at the Sadie Pope 
Dowdell Library in South Amboy. Chelle volunteered to assist the library workers for a day.  
(Photo by Tom Burkard) 



South Amboy-Sayreville Times   April 28, 2012  1�

Jerry Smith (left), the author of Captive 
Angel, held a book signing at Sanibel Island 
Bookshop in Sanibel, Florida last month. 
Captive Angel cover model, Melody Smith 
(center), was also on hand. Melody, a 2011 
Cardinal McCarrick High School graduate, 
is currently attending nearby Florida Gulf 
Coast University (FGCU). Linda Bolderson 
(right), an adjunct professor in FGCU’s 
English Department, stopped by to meet 
the South Amboy author. Captive Angel, 
which uses a Florida Keys setting, is now 
available through Sanibel Island Bookshop: 
www.sanibelbookshop.com  (Photo by Katie 
Arsenault)

Dowdell Library 
Would Like Your 

Opinion!
The Dowdell Library of South Amboy is 

asking the community to respond to a brief 
survey to assist in developing an updated 
Strategic Plan. Community feedback would 
be appreciated in order to prioritize future 
library programs and services.  

The survey can be accessed from the 
Library’s web page at www.dowdell.org or 
by picking up a paper copy at the library.  
The library is adjacent to the South Amboy 
High School on O’Leary Blvd.  Directions: 
www.dowdell.org   

Library hours are Monday, Tuesday, 
and Thursday 10 am – 8 pm; Wednesday 
and Friday 10 am – 5 pm and Saturday 12 
noon – 4 pm.  For additional information, 
contact the library at comments@dowdell.
org or 732-721-6060.

Trip To Vegas
K of C Council 2061 of Parlin is spon-

soring an all inclusive trip to Las Vegas from 
Oct. 8-12.  They will be leaving from the K 
of C Home on Washington Rd. to Newark 
Liberty Airport for an 8:55 a.m. non-stop 
flight to Las Vegas, where they will be 
transported to Harrah’s Hotel Casino for 
5 days and 4 nights of fun.  Coming home 
they catch a 3:15 p.m. non-stop flight, and 
will be transported by coach back to the K 
of C Council Parlin.  Cost is only $766 per 
person.  Call Bill at 732-721-5436 or Ellie 
at Main Street Travel 732-828-8800. 

Christmas Show
The OLV Senior Group is sponsoring 

a trip to the American Music Theater’s 
Christmas Show-Home for the Holidays 
on Saturday, November 10, 2012. Come 
celebrate the festive Christmas season with 
a show that is filled with whimsy, wonder, 
and a world of fun. The price of the trip is 
$85.00 which includes: show ticket, lunch at 
Shady Maple, bus transportation, bus driver 
gratuity, and snacks on the return trip. Each 
person will also receive a free American 
Music Theater’s Christmas CD. There will 
be one comp for one lucky winner. The bus 
will leave the OLV lower parking lot at 9AM 
and return approximately at 8PM. For further 
information or to reserve a seat, please call 
Geri Kabara at (732) 257-4351.
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WWW.?

This photo was taken in the 1970’s or 80’s of a local business.  The building was home to 
a couple of different owners through the years.  (Photo submitted)

The Middlesex County School Boards Association 2012 Student Recognition Program held 
its dinner on March 7th at New Brunswick HS.  Local students honored were from (l-r) Vishal 
Rama and Jessica Maliszewski from South Amboy, and Carly Hewitt and Tariq Wells from 
Sayreville.  (Photo/info courtesy of Donna Maliszewski)

March Winners
 The correct answer for last month’s 

Mystery Photo is the Morgan Drawbridge, 
commonly referred to as the Morgan “Draw.”  
Due to the fact that there were many answers, 
we checked with a NJ Transit worker to find 
out the actual name of the bridge.  A vari-
ety of answers came in and were accepted 
because all of them knew where the bridge 
was located.  Some of the names were:  Train 
Drawbridge over Cheesequake Creek in 
Morgan, Morgan Railroad Bridge, Morgan 
Train Bridge, NJ Transit Bridge, Cheese-
quake Creek Railroad Bridge in Morgan.  

Paul During said that, “The Morgan Train 
Bridge was built in approximately 1870, and 
it goes over the Cheesequake Creek.  The 
Morgan Station was located at the foot of 
the bridge, and the bottom of Old Spy Road 
back in the early 1900’s.”

The WWW.? March winners were: Mar-
ian Mills, Chuck Pickard, W. Tom Kross, 
Michael Switzer, Jerry “Bear” Celecki, 
Lynn Loy, Tom Payco, Gerry Sherry, Dee 
Ostrowski, Vince Farina, Paul Bouchard, 
Robert Martenak, Paul During, Joan Fulham, 
Estelle Pluskota, Pat & Bill Scully, Pete 
McIntyre, Todd Zulin, Frank Makransky, 
Hugh Rone, Charlie Kampo, Ed Bolk, Peggy 
Yuhas, Patrick Minnick, Bobbie-Jo Bratsano, 
Ed Bender, Darren Miller, Laura Zebrowski.  
Congratulations!

Selover School 
Picture

The “School Days” photo submitted 
last month by Walt Herman, of the Selover 
School Class of 1960, caught the attention 
of one of his classmates, Carol McGloan, 
owner of Carol’s Beauty Shop in South 
Amboy.  She said that, Coleen LaBranche 
is pictured in the center of the bottom row, 
and the question mark next to her is Kath-
leen Selensky.  Carol would also love to 
find out if anyone knows the whereabouts 
of Catherine Jones.    If you do, please call 
Carol at 732-727-1121.  

The Big Question?
A few readers have been asking me to 

see if I can find out where the name Melrose 
originated.  Do any of our readers know how 
that section of Sayreville got its name?  How 
about the Mechanicsville section of South 
Amboy?  Please let us know if you have 
the answers for either.  Send to: satimes@
aol.com. 
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Music Trivia
Tonight
By Tom Burkard

1.__Tonight a.Cars
2.__Tonight (Could Be The Night) b.New Kids On The Block
3.__Tonight, I Celebrate My Love c.Genesis
4.__Tonight I Fell In Love d.Patience & Prudence
5.__Tonight My Love, Tonight e.Peabo Bryson/Roberta Flack
6.__Tonight She Comes f.Rod Stewart
7.__Tonight, Tonight, Tonight g. The Velvets
8.__Tonight You Belong To Me h.Kriss Kross
9.__Tonight’s The Night (Gonna Be Alright) i.The Tokens
10._Tonite’s The Night j.Paul Anka

Answers
1b 2g 3e 4i 5j 6a 7c 8d 9f 10h.

Emerson Jones (c), star bass player for The 
Rockdaddys rock ‘n’ roll band is pictured with 
Jon Cobert (l) on keys, and the great Tom 
Chapin (r), brother of the legendary Harry 
Chapin during a concert held on March 11th 
at Atlantic Highlands Elementary School.  
(Photo courtesy of Emerson Jones)

One Hit Wonders
1972-Sunshine-Jonathan Edwards; 

I’d Like To Teach The World To Sing (In 
Perfect Harmony)-The Hillside Singers; 
Precious And Few-Climax; Bang A Gong 
(Get It On)-T. Rex;  Suavecito-Malo;  Hot 
Rod Lincoln-Commander Cody & His Lost 
Planet Airmen;  How Do You Do-Mouth & 

MacNeal;  Day By Day-Godspell; Layla-
Derek & The Dominoes;  Hold Your Head 
Up-Argent;  Motorcycle Mama-Sailcat;  
Beautiful Sunday-Daniel Boone; The City 
Of New Orleans-Arlo Guthrie; Good Time 
Charlie’s Got The Blues-Danny O’Keefe; 

#1 Pop Hits On 
April 28

2002-Foolish-Ashanti
1996-Because You Loved Me-Celine Dion
1985-We Are The World-USA For Africa
1970-ABC-The Jackson 5
1961-Runaway-Del Shannon

#1 Country Hits On 
April 28

2005-Anything But Mine-Kenny Chesney
1998-Bye-Bye-Jo Dee Messina
1984-Right Or Wrong-George Strait
1979-Where Do I Put Her Memory-Charley 
Pride
1966-I Want To Go With You-Eddy Ar-
nold

You Tube-In
By Tom Burkard

JOHN MCQUADE - THIS ONE REALLY 
HURTS  

By  Henny the DJ
My brother, Eddie, called me up to 

tell me about John McQuade’s passing and 
this is one that really hurts because just like 
many other people I was lucky to call John 
my friend.  

 One of the benefits of being the 
home town type of boy is that you regularly 
get to see people that you grew up with and 
who still mean a lot to you. You can delight-
fully fall back into the idiots you and your 
friends were when you were initially hanging 
out together. You have shared memories of 
salty old times, and these old friends know 
the real you: so there is a peculiar kind of 
cheeky freedom when you get together now 
as grown ups. Simply stated it’s a bond.
You’ve bonded somewhere back in those 
early days and that bond will always be there, 
and I had that relationship with Johnnie Mc 
Quade.

 John and I had some heavy shared 
experiences, e.g. we double dated with two 
classmates for the St Mary’s 1960 prom, 
and when I went into the Service John was 
one of the veterans that I asked for advice. 
However, the bond that John and I shared 
the most was music, specifically DooWop 
music. John was the most dedicated and 
knowledgeable DooWop Fan that I have 
ever known, and this is coming from a guy 
who spends whole nights trolling through 
You Tube enraptured by ancient DooWop 
masterpieces like This Is My Love and I 
Only Want You by The Passions, Once Upon 
a Time by Rochelle and the Candles, The 
Wind by The Jesters, When We Get Mar-
ried by The Dream Lovers, and We Belong 
Together by Robert and Johnnie. A litany 
of soulful nuggets all very much cherished 
by both of us and we were happy that we 
had each other to appreciate these mostly 
forgotten classics when we talked music.

 There was one particular musical 
adventure that John and I always talked about 
whenever we got together and that was a 
Roger Johnson Dance that we both went to 
when we were at St Mary’s. However, this 

dance was at the Old Sayrevile High School 
and nobody else wanted to go to this faraway 
destination, but there was no way we were 
gonna miss a night of Roger’s great music. 
So there we were John and I hitchhiking out   
the mysterious, serpentine Washington Road 
and locating the school in the dark was going 
to a be a problem since it was way back off 
the main drag, but we were hell bent to rock 
and roll, so we asked Elvis for guidance and 
Brigadoon like, the school appeared.

In those days each town more or less 
kept to itself so we didn’t really expect to see 
friendly faces at the Home of The Sayreville 
Bombers, our arch enemies in baseball and 
basketball, but I remember a great dancer and 
friend of ours, Dottie Maher was there and 
she was nice enough to hang out with us and 
even get some of her friends to dance with 
us. Of course, Roger was always rocking so 
it turned out to be a great night. Then there 
we were out on Washington Road bumming 
a ride back to South Amboy at 11 at night, 
and that’s the one of a kind experience that 
bonding is made of.

The other thing John and I shared was 
being a certain kind of Irish. Now he was 
more Irish than I am and I’m not talking 
about ancestry. For one, he was more visibly 
Irish. He knew how to wear it and express it 
and celebrate it better than me, but there is a 
lot more to being Irish than the visible and 
he had that, too. I’ll put it this way: if you 
were ever in a situation where you needed 
someone to physically back you up, there 
would be no one better than John Mc Quade 
on your side. When many others would turn 
their back on you and disappear, John would 
stay by your side till the end. That’s a part 
of being Irish that isn’t showy, but he truly 
had it and no one had it better.  
                                                                
It really hurts to lose someone that you 
shared so much with, that you respected so 
much and that was such a good person. To 
his whole wonderful family, I’m sorry.

The following are some interesting 
songs to check out on Youtube.com.

Lost In The 60’s-You Must Believe Me 
by The Impressions was a #15 hit in 1964; 
You’ve Got To Hide Your Love Away by 
Silkie made it to #26 in the UK; You’re The 
Reason by Bobby Edwards hit #4 on the 
country chart, and #11 on the Billboard Top 
40 list in 1961; Your Precious Love peaked 
at #5 in ’67 for Marvin Gaye; In 1965 The 
Vougues had 2 big hits, “You’re The One,” 

and “Five O’Clock World.”  This talented 
and often under –rated group also had two 
#7 hits in 1968, “Turn Around, Look At 
Me,” and “My Special Angel;” In 1967, a 
pop trio from Los Angeles, California, had 
their shot at fame and scored a #20 hit with 
“Sunshine Girl.”  Another one-hit wonder, 
The Human Beinz  rocketed to #8 in ’68.  
However, they did become big in Japan, and 
had a #1 over there with “Turn On Your Love 
Light.”  They also do an excellent version 
of Gloria, which was recorded in Japan in 
1968.  1970’s-You Little Trustmaker was a 
#12 hit by The Tymes in ’74.  1980’s-Rupert 
Holmes’ song “Him” peaked at #6 in 1980;  
“Captain Of Her Heart” by Double reached 
#16 in 1986, and is an interesting tune; Be 
sure to check out “Colour My World” by 
Billy Champlin performed in 1982.  Country 
Callin’-Kenny Rogers hit the top spot with 
“Crazy” in 1985; A 2012 song/video by Phil 
Vassar, “Don’t Miss Your Life,” is well worth 
watching on youtube. 

This issue is 
dedicated in loving 

memory to 
Allie Clark 

& 
Anne Gomolka
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School Sports
(As of April 19)

By Tom Burkard

Alex Yanuzzelli was selected as the Football 
Scholar Athlete who will represent Sayreville 
War Memorial HS at the Annual Bill Denny 
Central Jersey Chapter of the National 
Football Foundation Hall of Fame dinner at 
the Chateau.  Alex was an All-County and 
All-State football star for the Bombers’ two 
consecutive state championship teams, and 
is also a talented member of the track team, 
specializing in the javelin.  Congratulations, 
Alex!

Baseball
Sayreville (8-0) The powerful Bombers 

are ranked #1 in the county, and look like 
the best team Coach Mike Novak has put 
together in his 11 years at the helm.  The 
pitching and the hitting have been outstand-
ing.  On the mound, the trio of Christian 
Campbell, Scott Griffin, and Jimmy Kraivec 
has excelled.  Campbell is also a super hitter, 
and so are teammates, Vinnie Gambardella, 
Mike Carey, Matt Bouthillette, Matt Rivera, 
Corey Benko and Liam Campbell.

Cardinal McCarrick/St. Mary’s (2-5) 
Coach Frank Notaro’s club features only 
2 seniors, but hopes are high in the land of 
Eagles.  Leading the pitching corps is senior 
Kevin Pacansky, who can also belt the ball.  
Soph Brandon Audet won his first start, 9-
3 with an impressive 2-hitter, 11 strikeout 
performance over Piscataway Tech.  Others 
hammering the baseball are Eric Pacansky, 
Tom Deceglie, Kyle Chaney, Ray Prato, and 
Steve Scott.

South Amboy (1-5) Rookie Coach Dan 
Poulsen has a very young team, with only 
2 seniors on the roster.  The Kales brothers, 
Nick a soph, and Tim a freshman, have 
looked very good so far, with Nick ripping 
the baseball, and Tim showing more and 
more promise each time he takes the mound.  
Charles Pannell, Keith Warzecha, and Matt 
Levan have been smashing the ball. 

Softball
Sayreville (6-1) The Bombers had their 

unbeaten streak snapped at 6 by a powerful 
South Brunswick, 10-0 in 5 innings.  This is 
the best Sayreville softball squad in several 
years, thanks to the fine pitching and hitting 
of Kristen Fitzsimmons and Krystal Pearson.  
Also contributing big hits to the offense are 
Paige Gallagher, and Megan Quinlan. 

South Amboy (6-2) Coach Kim 
Peterson’s Lady Guvs are a talented group 
led by star pitcher/slugger, Devon Carney, 
who has blasted 2 grand slam homers.  The 
Purple & Gold offense is really solid and 
gets help from Andie Garcia, Emily Trzeciak, 
Jill Buckalew, Amy Riley, Sabrina Myers, 
Alexis Wojtowicz.

Cardinal McCarrick/St. Mary’s (4-3) 
Jackie Riley appears to be the top pitcher, and 

one of the most talented hitters in the lineup.  
Shayna O’Connor, Julianne Snider, Katie 
Rose Noble, Candace Turner, Allison Heim-
buch, Brittany Clayton, Amanda Bowsky, 
Melissa Adams and Glenys Biloholowski  
are all tough at the plate, and can provide 
lots of offensive pop.

Boys Tennis
Sayreville (3-1) Coach Mike Provenza’s 

Bombers are shooting for their 5th consecu-
tive White Division title.  Leading the way 
on the court is Matt Musyoka,  Anuj Tevar, 
and Shivam Patel in singles, and the doubles 
teams of Aman Upadhyay-Ron Shah, and 
also the team of Ryan Zucker-Darren Ha.

Boys Golf
Sayreville (0-6) Nick Danielsen looks 

like the top golfer this year.  Other talented 
Bombers are Kevin Toth, Mike Valentin and 
Kyle Ferlita.

Girls Golf
Sayreville (2-0) Jackie Nunes heads 

a lineup of talented golfers that includes 
Sam Evans, Holly Tomaszewski, and Jane 
Pruszkowski.

Boys Track
Cardinal McCarrick/St. Mary’s (2-4) 

Jamal Pryce has excelled in the 100, 200, 
High Jump, and Long Jump.  Anthony 
Schiavone is terrific in the 400 Hurdles, 
and Triple Jump; Jerrod Johnson is tough in 
the 400, and Mark Farrell flies in the 3200.  
Juan Napoles has won at the 800.  The 4 x 
4 team of Napoles, Schiavone, Jeff Jauig, 
and Sean McRae looks good.

Sayreville (1-4) Looking good in the 100 
is Delon Stephenson; 200, 400 and Triple 
Jump-Emeka Eze; Pole Vault-Damon Lee; 
100 Hurdles-Miles Hartsfield; Javelin-Alex 
Yanuzzelli.

Girls Track
Sayreville (2-3)-Kelly Fitzgibbons has 

excelled in the 800 and also 400 hurdles.  
In the long jump, Brandie Tartza has been 
winning, while Amber Edwards leads in the 
triple jump.

Cardinal McCarrick/St. Mary’s (0-1) 
Kelly Gorman has been outstanding in the 
800, 1600, and the 4 x 400 along with Ro-
driguez, Rivera and Albrecht.  

College Chatter
Megan Quinlan, daughter of former 

South Amboy resident Dennis Quinlan is on 
pace to break all pitching records at Ocean 
County College (OCC).  The talented sopho-
more fired a no-hitter against Union CC, and 
defeated #1 ranked Brookdale CC, marking 
the first time OCC beat the powerhouse since 
’06.  Against Cumberland CC, Megan fanned 
a career-high 12 batters.  She has pitched 
110 innings, and fanned 85, while sporting a 
standout 1.65 ERA and a 13-7 record.  OCC 
stands at 14-8.  She was chosen NJCAA 
Softball Pitcher of the Week for games from 
April 9-15.  A 2010 Manasquan HS grad, 
she was All-County 1st Team, and All-State 
2nd Team, Group 2.

Cardinal McCarrick graduate Matt Wia-
ter has been teeing off for the Misericordia 
College Cougars.  Matt shot a season low 
with an 83 in the McDaniel Spring Shoot-
out at Westminster, MD, as his team team 
finished 6th…

2010 Sayreville grad, Jake Campbell 

is doing a fine job for the Montclair State 
baseball nine.  A junior relief pitcher he has 
piled up 24 innings, and struck out 15, while 
sporting a 2-1 record with 1 save, and a 4.13 
ERA for Montclair (18-10).

On the softball scene, Sayreville resi-
dents Julie Braun and Colleen Leschinski 
have seen limited action for Kean Univer-
sity’s team that is currently (18-10).  Braun 
has played in only 6 games and is 1-for-9, 
and Leschinski has seen action in 5 contests, 
and is 1-for-5…

The Middlesex County College Colts 
record is (14-19), and locals Joe Lunger, a 
pitcher who graduated from Cardinal Mc-
Carrick/St. Mary’s has pitched 44 innings, 
struck out 17, and is 3-4 with a 3.68 ERA.  
Blake Cuomo a Sayreville War Memorial 
HS alumnus has played in 32 games, and has 
29 hits in 100 at bats for a solid .290 avg. to 
go along with 12 RBI…South Amboy’s Joe 
Smith has appeared in 13 games, and has a 
double in 19 at-bats… 

Guvs Blast Eagles
The South Amboy Guvs won its first 

game under new head coach Dan Poulsen, 
as they blasted cross-town rivals Cardinal 
McCarrick/St. Mary’s, 10-0 in 5 innings, 
in Game 1 of the City Series.  Frosh, Tim 
Kales notched his first varsity victory with 
a 1-hitter and 7 strikeouts.  The hitting stars 
for the Purple & Gold were Alex Olivares, 
who ripped 2 doubles, a single, and drove in 
4 runs.  Charles Pannell belted a single and 
triple to knock in 1, and Matt Lavan stroked 
a 2-run double for SA.

Bombers Place 
3rd In Old Bridge 

Invitational
Sayreville boys track team copped 3rd 

place in the Old Bridge Invitational.  The 
Bombers took first place in the following: 
Long Jump-Emeka Eze, Dan Saxon 41-1; 
Triple Jump-Eze, Myles Hartsfield 86-11; 
Javelin-Alex Yanuzzelli, Joseph Fischer 326-
3; Individual 800-Dan Torres 2:06.11.

Eagles/Guvs Have 
Connection

Coach Frank Notaro, head coach of 
the Cardinal McCarrick/St. Mary’s Eagles 
baseball team has added two new assistant 
coaches this season, Joe Szaro, former South 
Amboy Guvs’ head coach and Gold Division 
Coach of the Year, and Kevin Riley is the 
catching coach, who was a standout catcher 
for the Purple & Gold the last 4 seasons, and 
is now attending Middlesex County College.  
In addition, Jack Conlon, the outfield coach, 
starred for Hoffman back in the 1970’s, and 
has been with the Eagles’ for many years.

South Amboy’s rookie head coach Dan 
Poulsen was the Guvs’ top pitcher in 2000, 
going 9-1, and making the All-Gold Divi-
sion 1st team.

Thank You
The Sayreville Lions Club wishes 

to thank all who supported our White 
Cane Sale and our Fall Pancake Break-
fast.  Proceeds from these fundraisers 
will go to supporting community proj-
ects including scholarships and awards.
Thanks for caring.  

Old Teammates-Allie Clark visits with old NY Yankee teammates and Hall-of-Famers Joe 
DiMaggio (c) and Yogi Berra (r).
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The Local Sports Memory Machine
By Tom Burkard

South Amboy’s 
First Slow Pitch 
Softball League
1968-South Amboy’s first Men’s Senior 

Slow Pitch Softball League featured the fol-
lowing 8 teams with their won-lost records: 
Wonder Bar 9-0; Zebro Association 7-2; 
Stratton Construction 7-3; Tarallo’s City 
Line 4-4; Joe’s Bar & Grill 4-5; Enterprise 
1-6; Lagoda’s 1-8; Roddy’s 1-8.

18

From The Sports Archives

1993-Pictured is the St. Mary’s Eagles baseball team top row (l-r) Mr. Rios, Ian Thomas, 
Mark Giacona, A. J. Wertz, Jim Christie, Coach Jim Kazanjian.  Others in no particular order 
are Dan Krulikowski, Mike Reddan, Larry Kovacs, Jay Rios, Justin Ross, Roy La Bue, Tom 
McCreary, Gregorio Rios, Bryan De Young.

Glory Days 
1955-St. Peter’s throttled 

St. Mary’s, 3-0, despite 6 
strikeouts by Hal Thalman, 
who also drilled 3 hits.  1965-
On Opening Day, Sayreville 
nipped Carteret, 1-0 behind a 
brilliant 2-hitter, 11 strikeout 
performance by Bill Trzaska.  
Greg Chierchie’s homer in 
the 5th won it.  Paul Slovik 
ripped a single and double, 
while Bob Lehnert  added 
2 singles.  1971-Hoffman clouted Green 
Brook, 19-2 on the baseball diamond.  Sec-
ond baseman Ron Croddick blasted a grand 
slam home run, and 2 singles to drive in 5 
in support of winning pitcher Gary Lange.   
1986-Sayreville walloped Woodbridge, 
12-5 in baseball.  Chuck Frobosilo blasted 
a double and triple to drive in 4 runs, and 
Rich Gluchowski drilled 2 singles, as the 
Bombers won easily for pitcher Chris 
Cook.   1996-St. Mary’s girls’ softball club 
hammered Woodbridge Tech, 23-5.  Laurie 
Florek led the way with 5 hits, while Lisa 
Ferraro and Janine Swanson stroked 3 hits 
apiece.  Molly McCreary was the winning 
pitcher.  2000-South Amboy girls’ softball 
squad blasted East Brunswick Tech, 14-4, 
as winning pitcher Kim Peterson drilled 2 
singles and drove in 3 runs.  Lisa McCarthy 
went 3-for-3, and Elena Bajkowski blasted 
a triple.

T.H.E. 
Game
Sport-Baseball
Year-1996
Teams-Hoffman vs. St. Mary’s in the City 
Series

Recap-Winning pitcher Gary Colfer,  
struck out 5, and went 2-for-3 including a 
2-run double in the 2nd inning, and finished 
with 3 RBI, as the Guvs captured an 8-2 
victory.  Chris Smith also knocked in 3 runs, 
and Mike Niestempski added an RBI.  Brian 
Moy blasted a solo home run over the left 
field fence for the Eagles.

Player-of-the-Game-Gary Colfer, 
Hoffman.

1930-What A Year!
In track & field, Lou Lagoda of St. 

Mary’s set a state shotput record with a 
toss of 39 feet, and was crowned state 
champion…

Lagoda, possibly the greatest all-around 
Eagles’ athlete in history, fired an Opening 
Day no-hitter and struck out 12 to lead the 
Blue & Gold to an 11-0 romp over Immacu-
late Conception of Trenton…

On a sad note, St. Mary’s pitcher, Bill 
Shafnacker died suddenly at school…

45 Years Ago…
1967-English Chevron, under the 

fine guidance of manager Fran Thompson 
breezed to the South Amboy Little Fellas 
League championship.  Tom Boychuk turned 
in one of the most outstanding years of any 
pitcher in SA history, and received lots of 
help from teammates Rich Krzyzanowski, 
Jay Thomas, Henry Wortley, Tom Durski, 
Ray Poulson, Steve Boychuk, Larry Parsons, 
Jerry Dubieleski, Dennis Poulson, Jack 
Morrison, Tom Mulcahy, Dan Wilusz, Ray 
Thompson, Ted Moran, Don Braun, Craig 
Biesiada, Larry McMahon, Bill Billich. 

55 Years Ago…
1957-Mayor Joseph Charmello threw 

out the first pitch at the South Amboy Little 
League’s Opening Day.  In the first game, 
Knights of Columbus, behind a 1-hit master-
piece by Tom Fitzmorris shutout Progressive, 
7-0.  Enterprise topped Lions, 5-0 in the 2nd 
game, as the late Joe McCarthy (Scoop’s son) 
tossed the shutout, blasted a home run and 
double, while knocking in 5 runs.

Fields & Court In 
South Amboy

Way back in 1939, a local newspaper 
referred to South Amboy’s Veterans Field 
as the Ward Avenue Field…  Then in ’45, it 
was called City Stadium….In 1940, it was 
reported that tennis courts opened at St. 
Mary’s.  They were on Augusta Street right 
next to the old high school.

66 Years Ago…
April 26, 1946-Jim Croddick turned in 

one of the most outstanding power-hitting 
displays in Hoffman baseball history, when 
he blasted 3 home runs and drove in 7, to 
lead the Guvs to a 10-3 romp over Atlantic 
Highlands.  In addition to his slugging 
demonstration, he was the winning pitcher, 
hurling a 6-hitter and striking out 10.

GOLF OUTING 
JUNE 23

 June 23rd is the date for the 3rd Annual 
Golf Outing benefiting Cardinal McCar-
rick/St. Mary’s High School at Concordia 
Golf Club in Monroe Township. 

Golfers will tee up at 12:45 PM that 
Saturday for a fee of $125 which is all-in-
clusive from a light lunch of hot dogs and 
all the fixin’s to a barbecue dinner reception 
and on-course beverages. Carts and green 
fees are included. Other sponsorships start 
at $225 with promotional benefits.

$20 raffle tickets are also being sold 
beforehand for a chance to win a Forsgate 
Country Club foursome. 

Proceeds from this event provide finan-
cial aid to needy students, strengthens the 
excellence of school programs, maintains 
facilities and increases athletic and extra-
curricular programs. For more info, call 
732-721-0748 ext. 243 or register online at 
www.CardinalMcCarrick.com by June 15. 
All are welcome.

NY Mets Trip July 
21

South Amboy Knights of Columbus 
Council 426 sponsors an outing to beautiful 
Citi Field Sat., July 21 at 1:10 p.m. to see the 
Mets battle the Los Angeles Dodgers with 
All-Star outfielder Matt Kemp and Cy Young 
Award winner Clayton Kershaw.  Cost of 
$70 includes a Mets gift, Edgardo Alfonso 
bobble head doll, game ticket, roundtrip mo-
tor coach transportation, sandwich, snacks, 
and beverages.  For tickets call Steve at 
732-727-1707.

Did You Know?
In 1955, Hoffman HS senior baseball 

standouts, Irvin “Skip” House, Steve Mal-
kiewicz and Jim English received letters to 
tryout with the Brooklyn Dodgers.

18c

Allie speaking to the crowd on Opening Day of 
the South Amboy Youth Athletic Association 
(SAYAA) a couple of years ago. (Photo by 
Tom Burkard)

1948-Allie gets a gift on “Allie Clark Day” at Yankee Stadium.
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ONE-OF-A KIND AUCTION ITEMS UP 
FOR BID AT HALL OF FAME DINNER 

The Cardinal McCarrick/St. Mary’s 
Sports Hall of Fame Induction Ceremony 
on May 4th at the Grand Marquis will feature 
several one-of-a-kind items during the live 
auction portion of the fundraiser.

Auction items include a week’s stay at 
Pinehurst Golf Resort in South Carolina, 
memorabilia from this year’s Giants vs. 
Patriots Super Bowl game, a golf four-
some, autographed sports equipment from 
professional athletes and an opportunity 
to be on-air with WCTC’s sports director 
Bruce Johnson who is also the Master of 
Ceremonies that night.

Thirty-four individuals have been 
inducted into the Hall since the ceremony 
began in 2000 which recognizes outstanding 
athletes from the high schools’ sports pro-

grams over the last 127 years. Past alumni 
honorees include familiar names like twins 
John and Ed O’Brien, formerly of the Pitts-
burgh Pirates, who will be guest speakers at 
this year’s event.

The inductees for 2012 are baseball 
greats Frank “Red” Cleary (1931) and Jack 
Seaman (1961); cross country star Joe Ma-
jkowski (1997); football marvel Bill Wag-
ner (2004), basketball stars Vince Rosario 
(2007), Kaitlyn Katko (2002), Rob Zaleski 
(1991) and the 2003 boy’s championship 
team. Coaches Lynn Ust and Joe Lewis are 
also being honored.

For tickets or sponsorships, call 732-
721-0748 ext. 243 or register online at www.
CardinalMcCarrick.com

Jesse Richter 

Jesse Richter - Eagle Scout
By Alexa Hess

Becoming an eagle scout is a dream for 
many young boys.  For Jesse Richter, on April 
4, 2012, his dream became reality.  Jesse is 
a part of Troop 91 in South Amboy.  At only 
fifteen years old he became an eagle scout.  
He completed, Scout, Tenderfoot, Second 
Class, First Class, Star, Life and Eagle in just 
nine years.  Jesse is the ninth youngest in the 
state of New Jersey to achieve this rank. 

Jesse was influenced to become a scout 
by his father, Tom and his older brother, 
Michael.  They inspired him to stick with 
scouting for all these years.  Jesse has re-
ceived many awards in the scouts including 
The Arrow of Light in February of 2008 and 
the Ed Quackenbush award that is given to 
only one scout yearly.  He is very devoted to 
the scouts, which shows because he has only 
missed one meeting in nine years.

“I had a goal, to get my eagle scout” 
Richter said.  It was a difficult journey 
becoming an eagle scout.  In December 
of 2011 Jesse’s application for eagle was 
submitted.  It took one month for the eagle 
board’s approval, another month to complete 
his service project and two weeks for the 
Eagle Board of Review.  Jesse’s service 
project was to reinstate a bicycle registration 
in the city of South Amboy.  He was able to 
register 61 bikes.  Jesse also gave away 26 

helmets away that were donated to those who 
needed them.  He gave the serial numbers 
and the information he was given from the 
participants to the police department.  He 
also advertized by handing out fliers and 
was publicized on channel 15.

“The boy scouts teach you to become 
a leader in life” Jesse said.  In the future he 
wants to attend the University of Kentucky 
to study becoming a police officer as well 
as an EMT and a firefighter.  Jesse is also 
a part of the explorers program through the 
boy scouts, where he is starting to learn 
firefighting and EMT skills.

Jesse said “My favorite rank is eagle 
because I had a goal to become an eagle and 
I am really proud of myself for reaching it.”  
One Boy Scout out of 2200 applicants make 
eagle.  Jesse would like to thank everyone 
who helped him with this service project.  
Especially South Amboy Police Chief 
Darren LaVigne, Asst. Scoutmaster Lenny 
Maxfield, Dispatcher Ann Marie Trapp and 
most of all his parents Tom and Deb Richter. 
Congratulations Jesse!

Special Programs 
In May At Dowdell

English as a second language conversa-
tion group at the Dowdell Library: A new 
English conversation group has started for 
adults who would like to improve their con-
versation skills.  The group meets Saturdays 
12:30 - 1:30 pm.

Movie screenings: “New Year’s Eve,” 
rated PG-13, will be shown Tuesday, May 
8 at 5:45 pm. “Lady and the Tramp,” rated 
PG, will be shown on Tuesday, May 22 at 
6:15 pm.

Additionally, Children’s Book Week 
will take place the week of May 7th.  Watch 
for upcoming events! 

The library is adjacent to the South 
Amboy High School on O’Leary Blvd.  
Directions: www.dowdell.org   

Library hours are Monday, Tuesday, 
and Thursday 10 am – 8 pm; Wednesday 
and Friday 10 am – 5 pm and Saturday 12 
noon – 4 pm. 

For additional information, contact the 
library at comments@dowdell.org or 732-
721-6060.
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YMCA Healthy Kids Day _ April 28
On April 28, the South Amboy Branch 

YMCA is celebrating Healthy Kids Day® 
with a free community event for kids and 
families in South Amboy and Sayreville. 
More than 1,900 Ys across the country are 
taking part in the celebration, meant to kick 
start physical activity and learning through-
out the summer – a critical out-of-school 
time for kids. 

Healthy Kids Day, a national initiative 
of the Y to improve the health and well-being 
of kids, is filled with fun, active play and 
educational activities that will help parents 
improve their kids’ lifestyles for the long 
term. Research shows that without access 
to activities that stimulate the mind and 
body, kids are more prone to gain weight 
and fall behind academically over the sum-
mer months. 

“At the South Amboy Y, we know that 
when the school year ends, many kids lose 
exposure to activities that keep them mov-
ing and learning. Healthy Kids Day will 
help parents begin thinking early about 
what their kids need to stay physically and 
intellectually active in the summer,” said 
Mike Tonzola, Associate Branch Executive. 
“Summer is just around the corner and is an 
ideal time for kids to get out and grow so 
they are healthier and sharper when the next 
school year begins.”

The South Amboy Y’s event will take 
place at 200 John T. O’Leary Blvd in South 
Amboy, NJ from 1-3pm and will feature 
activities such as Family Swim, a Camp 
S.A.Y. Open House, Soccer Demonstrations 
by Challenger Sports, Summer Safety 101, 
and much more. 

A leading nonprofit committed to 
strengthening community through youth 
development, healthy living and social re-
sponsibility, the Y holds Healthy Kids Day 
to teach healthy habits and inspire a lifetime 
love of physical activity through active play. 
As part of this initiative, the Y – along with 
hundreds of thousands of parents and kids 
nationwide – is taking on summer by address-
ing critical gaps in health and education that 
cause kids to be at risk for childhood obesity 
and suffer summer learning loss. 

In addition, the South Amboy Branch 
YMCA is proud to host representatives from 
Raritan Bay Medical Center, as well as the 
South Amboy Community Garden Club 
who will be kicking off their new vegetable 
garden here at the Y.

Nationally, Healthy Kids Day is sup-
ported by the Dodge brand.   

For more information, contact the South 
Amboy Branch YMCA at 732-553-9622 or 
visit www.ymcaofmewsa.org.

League of Devotions to the Sacred Heart 
 The restoration of the family is vital if 

we are to have any hope of calling our country 
back to God.  We are looking for persons 
interested in forming a “League of Devotions 
to the Sacred Heart” who will come together 
on a regular basis to pray for the restoration 
of families in America, the renewal in faith 
of all Christian government leaders, and the 
removal of those who stand opposed to the 

will of God.  For more information, check 
our website at www.SacredHeartChurchSA.
com. Please call the office if you are inter-
ested in being part of this very important 
prayer ministry (732-721-0040) or e-mail 
to Sheart224@aol.com, and please plan to 
attend our innaugural session on Monday, 
April 23 at 7 pm in Church.
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Kris Schultz sent this great photo of her beautiful pet “Lady.”  She has been featured in 
other local newspapers according to Kris.

1949-Hoffman HS held its prom at the Shadow Brook Restaurant on Rt. 35 in Red Bank.  
Having an enjoyable and memorable evening are (l-r) Jerry Covell, Suzie Wiskowski, Arlene 
Nelson and Bob Olenczak.  (Photo courtesy of Bob Olenczak)

Prom Night

Sayreville Parade 
Marchers

Anyone interested in marching with 
their unit in the Sayreville Memorial Day 
Parade should contact Commander Frank 
Straczynski of Sayreville Post #4699 on 
Jernee Mill Road, or call 732-651-1991.

Sayreville Concert 
May 17

On Thursday, May 17th, the Lawrencev-
ille Community Band will be in concert at 
the Senior Center, on Main St. in Sayreville, 
starting at 7:30 p.m.  The performance is 
sponsored by the Cultural Arts Council of 
the Borough of Sayreville.  Admission is 
FREE, and there will be light refreshments.  
All ages are welcome.  For more info call 
732-690-4712.

Remembering The Civil War And The 
South Amboy Veterans Who Served

By Mary Szaro 
President

The Historical Society of South Amboy
 As we move into the second year of a 

four-year national observance of the 150th 
anniversary of the Civil War, it is with great 
pride on this upcoming Memorial Day we 
recognize the more than 100 soldiers and 
sailors of South Amboy who served as part 
of the Grand Army of the Republic. 

As the unofficial start of summer, Me-
morial Day likely conjures up thoughts of 
picnics, fireworks and trips to the beach while 
the genuine meaning and traditions may be-
come overshadowed. Our thoughts and plans, 
first and foremost, should be about giving 
reverence to our veterans by remembering 
the men and women of the armed forces who 
have died in our nation’s service and those 
who have fought for this country to preserve 
the freedoms we live by.

Originating after the American Civil 
War to commemorate the fallen soldiers, 
and originally known as Decoration Day, 
the observance was officially proclaimed by 
General John Logan, national commander 
of the Grand Army of the Republic, and first 
formally observed on May 30,  of 1868 with 
flowers placed on the graves of Union and 
Confederate soldiers at Arlington National 
Cemetery. It would later come to be recog-
nized as Memorial Day in 1882.

The American Civil War remains a de-
fining event in the history of our nation. Often 
referred to as the “War Between the States,” 
it divided the country as southern states 
declared their secession from the United 
States and formed the Confederate States 
of America,  known as “The Confederacy,” 
while the northern states supported the fed-
eral government and were known as “The 
Union”. With the start of the war brought on 
by the attack on Fort Sumter, South Carolina 
on April 12, 1861, battles raged on for four 
years and continued even after the surrender 
of the Confederate General Robert E. Lee 
on April 9, 1865 at Appomattox Courthouse, 
to the last battle fought in Texas on Palmito 
Ranch on May 13, 1865.

More than three million men fought in 
the Civil War, which at the time consisted of 
two percent of the entire population of the 
country. One-third of the Union soldiers who 
fought were immigrants. Fatalities were high 
with over 620,000 soldiers killed, equaling 
more Americans than in World War I, World 
War II, the Korean War and the Vietnam 

War combined, with one third of the deaths 
attributed to combat and two thirds of the 
result of disease. 

The Battle of Gettysburg resulted in 
51,000 casualties over a three day period, 
while the bloodiest single day loss of the 
war was the Battle of Antietam with close 
to 23,000 soldiers lost in one day. One of 
those soldiers was Lieutenant Colonel Philip 
J. Parsien, a local South Amboy shopkeeper 
and Commander of the 57th NY Regiment, 
who on horseback with colors in hand lead 
his men in a charge at the Battle of Antietam 
where he was shot and killed in action on 
September 17 1862. 

Captured union soldiers were sent to 
places such as Andersonville in Georgia, 
the most notorious of the Confederate 
prisons. Known for inhumane conditions 
of starvation, disease, and extreme cruelty, 
it had the highest death rate of all civil war 
prisons. While serving in the 83rd Pennsyl-
vania Regiment, Captain Michael S. Kirby 
was taken prisoner and sent there where he 
spent time chained to his comrade and friend 
Major General Philip Kearny. Surviving the 
ordeal, after the war he lived in South Am-
boy until his death at his home on Second 
St in 1913.

Although no major battles took place 
within New Jersey during the Civil War, over 
88,000 soldiers from New Jersey were part 
of numerous infantry and cavalry regiments, 
suffering more than 6,000 casualties by the 
end of the war. A great majority of the soldiers 
from South Amboy served in the 28th NJ 
Regiment and the 14th NJ Regiment, while 
others served in various other New Jersey 
regiments, on Navy ships, as stewards in 
hospitals or in regiments of the nearby states 
of New York, Pennsylvania, Connecticut, 
Delaware and Massachusetts.

In honor and remembrance of the South 
Amboy Civil War veterans, as well as all 
military personnel past and present who have 
served our country so bravely, please join us 
in a show of support for all of our veterans 
at the South Amboy Memorial Day Parade 
on Sunday May 20th. 

For more information on South Amboy 
veterans or historical events please visit 
our website at www.southamboyhistorical.
com

Families Are Stronger Together
Amanda Rushnak, Membership & 

Marketing Director, South Amboy Branch 
YMCA

Summer is a natural time for people to 
look for ways to relax and recharge their 
energy.  It is also a wonderful opportunity 
for families to plan activities which they 
can spend true quality time together.  When 
families do things like preparing picnics, 
planning day trips or simply having an im-
promptu game of catch on the front lawn, they 
learn from each other and their relationships 
become stronger.

When families focus on building and 
keeping a strong bond, it’s like making a 
deposit in the bank.  You never know when 
a challenge might arrive that will cause 
you to tap into that relationship for support.  
Children who feel they are an important part 
of the family unit are more secure and likely 
to succeed.  Children live better lives when 
their families are strong, and families are 
strong when they live in communities that 
connect them to economic opportunities, 
social networks and services.  Every day, 
the South Amboy Branch YMCA works 
with the towns and schools of Sayreville 

and South Amboy to create lasting personal 
change in the lives of families and entire 
communities. 

The South Amboy Branch YMCA of-
fers a variety programs for families to learn, 
grow and spend time together, including 
open swims, family nights, and a variety 
of parent-child enrichment classes.  Our 
community is fortunate to have wonderful 
recreational facilities that are free of charge 
and very accessible.  What better way to 
spend a lazy summer evening than taking 
a family stroll along the Raritan Bay at the 
Waterfront Park or around the pond at Ken-
nedy Park?  Don’t forget to keep a deck of 
cards in the glove compartment- a great way 
to pass the time with one sibling while wait-
ing in the car for another child.  How about 
a “Technology Free Day?”  Commit, as a 
family, to turn off all cell phones, laptops and 
televisions and play a board game together, 
completely uninterrupted.  Other simple 
tips for family time are available through 
the YMCA’s Healthy Family Home, www.
healthyfamilyhome.org.  In the words of 
Michael J. Fox, “Family is not an important 
thing, it’s the only thing.”

Mystagogy 
 Mystagogy refers to the time the early 

church set aside following the celebration 
of the Easter sacraments during which those 
newly initiated into the church entered into 
a deeper appreciation of their faith and its 
significance in their lives.  While the mysta-
gogy which takes place between Easter and 
Pentecost is still a special time for those who 
have been initiated into the Catholic faith 
through RCIA, it is also a time where each 
of us can enter into a deeper relationship and 
appreciation for the sacraments and for our 
Catholic faith.  Our relationship with God 
should not be stagnant, but rather each of us 
should   always be striving to grow closer 
to God and stronger in our faith.  Fr. Joe 

invites each of you to personally use these 
next weeks to do this - to further reflect on 
the love of God which He poured out for 
each of us through the passion and death of 
His Son, and to better realize the personal 
significance that the Easter celebration, the 
resurrection of Jesus Christ, has on each of 
our lives.   Fr. Romanoski will offer a special 
mystagological time of prayer, contempla-
tion, and catechis, following the Wednesday, 
7pm mass and Novena (approx. 7:45 pm) in 
Sacred Heart Church beginning on April 25th.  
All are invited and encouraged to attend! 
Topic for the first session is :  Sacraments of 
Initiation:  Gateway to God’s Heart.

The Cardinal McCarrick High School Players recently presented The Wedding Singer.  The 
cast and crew did a great job!  (Photo by Brian Stratton)
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Talk Of The Towns
(Continued from page 2)

General Patton as a Combat Engineer.   
Mary Kurpiewski, 79, of Morgan died on 
March 11.  She was a charter member and 
one of the Morgan First Aid Squad found-
ers.  Robert “R.J.” Iremonger, 55, of South 
Amboy died on March 14.  He was the owner 
of RJI, LLC Renovations in South Amboy 
for many years.  R.J. was a great guy and 
will be missed by all. Helen Nebus McKeon, 
formerly of Sayreville/South Amboy died on 
March 15.  She served as an extraordinary 
minister, lector, and religious education 
teacher, and was the kindest woman you 
could ever meet.  Carlo “Carl” Bellina, 88 
of Sayreville died on March 15.  He was 
an Army veteran who fought at the Battle 
of the Bulge under General Patton.  Ann 
Bolen, 87, formerly of South Amboy died 
on March 17.  A fine lady, she worked at 
South Amboy Hospital as an office clerk 
for 20 years until retiring in 1987. Joseph 
Kolakowski Sr., 91, of South Amboy died 
on March 19.  He was a great guy who loved 
the outdoors, especially hunting and fishing.    
May they always be remembered for their 
good works on earth.

Fishing Flashes  
By Teo “Weebles” Weber

Salt Water
Striped Bass fishing from the surf in the 

bay has gotten better. Stripers are showing 
up in the surf at Island Beach and LBI.  I 
saw a few large keeper Bass at Cliffwood 
Beach.  The first Bluefish have been caught 
and I even heard of one King fish in the bay.  
Black Drum and Bluefish have been caught in 
the Great Bay by Striper anglers.  One Drum 
was weighed in, caught in Raritan Bay.  In the 
ocean, Striped Bass fishing is great under bait 
and working birds off Island Beach. Blues 
and a few Weakfish are moving out.  Party 
Boat fishing is mostly Ling, a few Cod and 
Blackfish when allowed.  The first Fluke have 
been caught and released by anglers casting 
jigs for Bass.  Fluke season officially opens 
on May 5th.  The only Mackerel at present is 
a body of fish off shore at Montauk, Long 
Island, not near to our area.

Fresh Water
Opening day Trout Season found me and 

my wife heading up to the Pequest by Great 
Meadows, after a late morning start.  Low 
water, lots of sun, wind, and lots of people did 
not make for good fishing.  We fished there 
and several areas near Belvedere. Outside of 
me taking a spill in the stream and losing one, 
we did nothing!! Only a few of the people 
that we saw had some fish.  They did not 
stock many fish at a lot of spots due to the 
low water.   Lakes got most of the fish.  A 
relative of my wife in Essex County fished 
at Verona Park Lake.  He told me he saw 
four big Browns about two feet long and 
one was hooked, but lost. The State put a 
few big breeders in there.  The Shad run has 
already started in the Delaware River, but 
most are already way up the river.  Fishing 
is good if you can find them. The King Cole 
area might be a good area to try.

Blood Drive
Every two seconds someone needs 

blood.  Some people need regular transfu-
sions to live.  Save a life today and donate 
blood! Located in the Meeting Room at the 
Sayreville Public Library on Tuesday, May 
29 from 2:30-7PM. This blood drive is orga-
nized by the Blood Center of New Jersey. 

Creative Writing 
Group

Gather once a month to meet with other 
writers to bounce ideas off of one another 
or clear that infamous writer’s block! Spe-
cial guest professional writers will join the 
group from time to time to give advice and 
talk about their experiences as writers.  This 
group meets on the third Thursday of each 
month at the Sayreville Public Library. The 
May meeting will be on Thursday, May 17 
from 2:00 to 4:00PM. ADULTS ONLY! 
For more information, contact Alaina at 
alainad@lmxac.org or call 732-727-0212 
ex. 25. 

Amboy Fire Chief.  Well, thanks to our 
ever-alert South Amboy firefighters, I was 
told that he was not the fire chief, and in 
fact it was his father, also named Joe Halmi, 
who was the chief in 1969.  My apologies 
on this miscue.

In Memoriam
Billy Ward, 57, of South Amboy died 

on March 24.  He was formerly active in 
the Lions Club, and worked for 23 years 
with Middlesex County Parks Dept., and 
was well-known and liked by park goers, 
who would see him on his big tractor cutting 
the lawns and grass on the ballfields.  Julia 
Tarallo Kolakowski, 95, of South Amboy 
died on March 27.  She was a lovely person 
and always worked hard at Tarallo’s store 
on Bordentown Ave.  George Semoneit, 73, 
of Morgan died on March 28.  He was a 
former Sayreville Councilman, Democratic 
Committeeman, and in addition, was Chief 
Engineer for Operating Engineers Local 68 
of West Caldwell for 44 years.  George was 
also Vice President of the Kiddie Keep Well 
Camp.  Brother Robert Sheeley, S.C., 80, of 
Sayreville died on March 31.  He served for 
27 years as a teacher, administrator, AD, at 
St. Joseph’s H.S. in Metuchen, and Superior 
of the local communities of brothers.    Anne 
Gomolka, 82, of Morgan died on April 2.  
She was a member of the Sacred Heart Ro-
sary Society, Catholic War Veterans Ladies 
Auxiliary, and secretary for Morgan Little 
League, as well as for the South Amboy 
Sabres Pop Warner football team.  Anne 
was an avid SA Times reader and wonderful 
lady who will be missed but never forgotten.  
Lois Kurtz formerly of South Amboy died 
on April 3.  She was a graduate of Hoffman 
High School Class of 1960, and a fine and 
kind lady.  William Lyon, 87, of Parlin died 
on April 5.  He helped establish the church 
Bingo program at St. Bernadette’s Church.   
John McQuade, 69, of South Amboy died 
on April 8.  He was a U.S. Army veteran of 
the Cuban Missile Crisis and member of 
American Legion Luke A. Lovely Post #62 
South Amboy, and also the Ancient Order 
of Hibernians (AOH).  John was a great guy 
and respected by all.

May God Bless them all for the happi-
ness they brought to so many.

Talk Of The Towns
(Continued from page 2)

PRAYER TO ST. JUDE
(To be said when problems arise or when one 

seems to be deprived of all visible help, on far cases 
almost despaired of). Most holy Apostle St. Jude, 
faithful servant and friend of Jesus, the church honors 
and invokes you universally as the patron of hopeless 
cases, of things almost despaired of, pray for me, I 
am so helpless and alone. Make use I implore you of 
that particular privilege given to you, to bring visible 
and speedy help where help is almost despaired of. 
Come to my assistance in this great need that I may 
receive the consolation and help of heaven in all my 
necessities, tribulations, and sufferings., and that I 
may praise God with you and all the elect forever.  I 
promise O Blessed St. Jude, to be ever mindful of this 
great favor, to always honor you as my special and 
powerful patron, and to gratefully encourage devotion 
to you. Amen.  Thank You St. Jude. -E.P..

A PRAYER FOR HEALINg
Lord, you invited all who are burdened to come 

to You.  Allow your healing hand to heal me.  Touch 
my soul with Your compassion for others.  Touch 
my heart with Your courage and infinite love for all.  
Touch my mind with Your wisdom, that my mouth 
may always proclaim Your praise.  Teach me to reach 
out to You in my need.  Help me to lead others to 
You by my example.  Most loving Heart of Jesus, 
bring me health in body and spirit so that I may 
serve You with all my strength.  Touch gently this 
life which you have created.  Amen -T.B.
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Tom Kelly And Jack McKeon
Photos/Story

By Ron Kukulski
Florida Correspondent

Living in South Florida for more than 
30 years, it is always a pleasure getting to-
gether with someone from my home town 
of South Amboy.

It becomes very special when you get 
together with former Pleasant Little City 
folks on consecutive days. Each of the two 
former Major League Baseball Managers 
have each guided their teams to World Series 
Championships.

On a late March Friday, as always, it 
was a pleasure to spend a morning with Jack 
McKeon in Jupiter, Spring Training home of 
the newly-named Miami Marlins.

A day later, I was in Fort Myers spend-
ing a morning with Tom Kelly where he was 
putting his massive baseball expertise into 
play working with numerous Minnesota 
Twins Minor League prospects who someday 
hope to make it to the Majors.

For Jack, it was “casual Friday” as he 
patrolled the many fields in street clothes, 
offering encouragement to many of the 
players.  

“I think with all the new players we’ve 
brought on board, the Marlins (make that 
the Miami Marlins, complete with new 
uniforms) will be in the hunt. We’ve got 
very good pitching, some strong bats, and 
a very good defense. It should be a good 
season.”

In addition to the new uniforms, the 
Miami Marlins by now have christened their 
new stadium which rests on the site of the 
former Orange Bowl which was demolished 
in 2008 to make way for Marlins Park.

On the other Florida coast, Tom Kelly 
was hitting grounders and line drives to play-
ers to get them ready for the season. When 
he “steamed” a rope line drive to shortstop, 
he followed “nice catch” with “you have to 
be ready for anything that comes at you.”

Tom and I later sat in one of the dugouts 
serving the many fields at the sprawling 
Twins complex in Fort Myers.

He recanted how his career got started 
when his dad, Joe Kelly, put a bat in his hands 
when he was learning to walk. He played 
sandlot baseball from morning to night in 
South Amboy before graduating to the Alfie 
O’Connor’s Little Fellas Enterprise team, 
then on to Mechanicsville in the Babe Ruth 
League. “We had all kinds of opportunities 
to play baseball, from American Legion ball 
to AAABA to even the Men’s League” where 
he participated as a mere teenager. 

“There were all kinds of opportunities 
to play ball in South Amboy, and I played as 
much as I could. I loved Tiger’s Field (now 
Veteran’s Field) because it was close to home. 
I lived there every summer and on weekends 
while going to school,” Tom noted. 

Tom’s talent was clearly evidenced by 
his being drafted by the Twins organization at 
the age of 17 and sent to their Tacoma team 
for seasoning. But his true talent rested in 
his ability to analyze the game and evaluate 
any condition to arise. 

His real mission was to be a leader. And 
that is evidenced by the fact that Tom Kelly 
managed the Minnesota Twins to World Se-
ries Championships in 1987 and 1991. 

On September 8 of this year, Tom’s 
number “10” will formally be retired, joining 
the likes of Harmon Killebrew, Rod Carew, 
Tony Oliva and Kirby Puckett.

What makes Tom’s situation different 
is that he becomes the first Twins manager 
to have his number retired. Tom Kelly was 
selected manager of the Twins’ 40th Season 
Anniversary All-Time team in 2000 and one 
of the “50 Greatest Twins” in 2010. 

And to think this all started out on the 
South Amboy sandlots.

Spring Training - 2012

Miami  Marlins’ Consultant Jack McKeon (l), 
a South Amboy native, and St. Mary’s HS 
graduate Class of ’48 is pictured with Miami 
slugger Mike Stanton at Spring Training in 
Jupiter, Florida.  Jack managed the Marlins 
to the World Series championship in 2003.

Former Minnesota Twins manager, Tom 
Kelly (r) is pictured with Hall-of-Famer Paul 
Molitor (l) during a break in Spring Training 
drills at Fort Myers, Florida.  Kelly who grew 
up in Sayreville/South Amboy, and is a St. 
Mary’s HS Class of ’68 graduate, managed 
the Twins to 2 World Series championships 
in 1987 and 1991. 

Former Minnesota Twins manager Tom 
Kelly (l) caught up on old times with his 
good friend, former South Amboy resident 
Ron Kukulski, who is The SA Times Florida 
Correspondent.
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Walking For Good Health
Over the last quarter of a century, the 

exercise field has experienced one craze 
after another.  But, only one activity- fitness 
walking- walking has shown steady growth 
and popularity.  Walking is a surprisingly 
effective strategy for lifelong health.  It is 
accessible to almost everyone.  You’ve done 
it all your life and you can continue to do 
it well into old age.  Walking also delivers 
proven benefits to all of the body’s major 
systems…muscles, bones, heart and circula-
tion.  You can walk almost anywhere without 
special facilities or equipment.  Studies show 
that walkers traveling faster than 5 miles an 
hour actually burn twice as many calories 
as runners going the same speed.

When you begin a walking program, 
keep in mind that you’re in no big hurry.  
This is a lifetime health, not overnight magic.  
At first, forget heart rates and stop watches.  
Just go walk at a comfortable pace slightly 
above stroll.  You don’t have to walk any 
particular way, but there comes a point when 
refinements offer definite benefits.  The 
correct posture, arm swing and stride add 
up to higher intensity exercise and lower 
risk of injury.

Posture-When walking, lean slightly 
forward, from the ankles, not the waist.  
Leaning from the waist will only tire your 
back and make breathing harder.  Keep your 
head level and your chin up.

Arm Swing-Keep your elbows firmly 
bent at a 90-degree angle, and swing your 
arms from the shoulder.  Your hand should 
end its forward swing at breastbone height.  
On the backswing, if you’re moving fast, the 
upper arm is almost parallel to the ground.  

Stride-Make your stride long and 
smooth.  Borrow some movers from com-
petitive race walkers: Keep your supporting 
leg straight as your body passes over it, and 
let the hip rise and relax.  As the leg moves 
to the rear, keep its foot on the ground as 
long as possible before pushing off.

Remember-The proper technique is not 
as important as getting out there and doing 
something.  Keep in mind that healthy people 
are well overall; their activities help fend 
off heart disease and circulatory problems.  
The key is to stay active.

Keep it up-To make walking a habit 
takes will power and sometimes a strategy.  
Schedule regular walks with a friend if you 
need an extra push, or walk first thing in the 
morning before other commitments crop up, 
or vary your routine to keep it interesting- 
or get a dog!  Finally, try not to think of it 
as exercise.  It’s time you’ve set aside for 
yourself.  Enjoy it!

Circus Coming To 
Town

Circus Vidbel, “The Original Olde Tyme 
Circus Under The Big Top,” will be coming 
to South Amboy on May 19th, with show 
times from 2 p.m. and 6 p.m.  The event is 
sponsored by The South Amboy Fire Depart-
ment 125th Anniversary Committee, and will 
be held on the South Amboy High School 
grounds.  Tickets will be sold at Foodtown, 
Jacqueline’s Florist, Center Deli, Colleen’s 
Kitchen, and any South Amboy Firehouse.  
For more ticket info call 848-250-9903.

Sagliocco 
Appointed To 

Housing Authority
Former South Amboy Republican 

council candidate, Saverio Sagliocco was 
appointed by Governor Chris Christie as a 
commissioner on the city’s housing author-
ity.  The unpaid position oversees the work 
of the executive director.
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Trinity United Methodist Church’s Outreach Group recently entertained the residents of 
Regency Manor.  After an afternoon of Bingo, each resident who was present, received a 
Beanie Baby.  (Photo/info submitted) 

A large crowd turned out for the James O’Connor Recovery Fund Benefit held at Sciortino’s 
Harbor Lights in South Amboy on April 21.  James, who grew up and lived most of his life 
in South Amboy, was struck by a cab in front of his home in Astoria, Queens.  He has had 
major surgeries and is currently recovering in a coma. (Photo by Tom Burkard) 

Ryan Farrell  son of Brett Farrell and 
grandson of the late Fred Farrell, Jr. from 
Juneau, Alaska, is stationed aboard the 
USCGC Mohawk in Key West Florida.  
Ryan is the great grandson of the late 
Betty and Fred Farrell of South Amboy. 
(Photo/Info Submitted)

7th Annual Friendship Meal 2012  
SERVING WITH JOY

The Living Stones Parishioners of Our 
Lady of Victories Church in Sayreville 
with the help of many volunteers served a 
fabulous meal to a very happy and lively 
capacity crowd at Monsignor Dalton Hall 
on Saturday March 31. Deliveries were also 
made to the homebound of the parish and 
surrounding area. This FREE ham, kielbasi 
with all the trimmings meal is a yearly out-
reach by OLV to the community to serve 
anyone who wanted some good company 
and a great meal. The Easter Bunny made 

a visit and there were jelly bean counting 
and coloring contests together with lots of 
giveaways – all donated. The Committee is 
very grateful for the generous outpouring 
of donations and volunteers from the Parish 
and beyond who helped make this happy 
event possible. Watch for the flyers again 
next year. The date for next year is already 
set for Saturday March 24, 2013, the day 
before Palm Sunday.

—Mary Majkowski and Carole Leppig, 
Committee Chairs (Photos/Info submitted)

South Amboy Y Plans Activities For 
Local Tweens!

The South Amboy Branch YMCA has 
planned a variety of clubs and events for 
local tweens to get involved.  From GIRLS 
Club to a Great Adventure Field Trip, we 
have lots of ways for tweens to make new 
friends and have fun!  Grab a friend and 
sign up today!

GIRLS Club is a girl’s only club for 
students in grades 5-7.  The Club meets every 
Thursday and focuses on concerns that girls 
at these ages face.  We are also looking for 
8th-10th grade students to be mentors.  Come 
see what “Real” girls are all about, you will 
love it!  Or if you’d like to take your love 
for the environment beyond the classroom, 

join Earth Service Corp.  Students that are 
interested in helping the environment, mak-
ing a difference, and being green are invited 
to join us.  Earth Service Corp will meet 
twice per month with the goal of competing 
in the NJ Envirothon 2013!

The South Amboy Y will be hosting 
a Tween Night for all South Amboy & 
Sayreville students in grades 5-7 on Satur-
day, May 12.  From 6:30-9pm, tweens are 
welcome to join us for a full night of fun 
including swimming, gym games, dancing 
and Karaoke.  The cost is $10 per student 
and advance registration is required.  We 
will also be running a field trip to Six Flags 
Great Adventure on Saturday, June 2nd.  The 
trip is $30 per person for students ages 12+ 
which includes admission to the park and 
transportation.  The bus will leave the South 
Amboy Y’s parking lot at 9:30am for a day 
full of thrilling rides, exciting games, and 
tons of fun!  Space is limited.

More information on all of our Teen 
activities can be found on our website www.
ymcaofmewsa.org.  Interested students can 
register online or visit the Welcome Desk of 
the South Amboy Y.  Please contact Mike 
Tonzola with any questions at 732-553-9622 
or email mike.tonzola@ymcaofmewsa.
org.

Stories From The Deep Cut Bridge & 
Surrounding Area

By Fran Fitzmorris
The Deep Cut Bridge is located on 

Washington Rd., a little bit past St. Mary’s 
Cemetery, right before the stop light near 
the Dunkin Donuts on Raritan Street in 
Parlin.  At the bridge, you can go straight 
and continue down lower Main Street or 
make a left and continue down Washington 
Rd. towards Parlin.  

The following story took place in late 
April 1926, when most of the area surround-
ing the bridge was considered a forest.   On 
this particular day, a local newspaper re-
ported a forest fire, and firemen from South 
Amboy, Sayreville, and Melrose responded 
along with hundreds of local plant workers, 
arrived to battle the blaze.

The fire started in the woods relatively 
close to the Deep Cut Bridge, and soon 
spread into the surrounding area.  The fire 
covered a large amount of land, as might be 
assumed from the description of the “burn 
area.”   It covered territory along the Raritan 
River Railroad down the Parlin Road, as far 
as Such’s Clay Company, into the woods to 
Burts Creek.  The fire picked up the railroad 

again back to Stolte’s Crossing, then down 
the Old Sayreville Road, now known as 
lower Main St.  The blaze reached as far as 
the outskirts of the Mechanicsville section 
of South Amboy.

Protection and Enterprise Fire compa-
nies did a yeoman’s work in extinguishing 
the fire.  Both pumped water from the lake 
on the old Cook Farm for 2 hours.  Long 
hoses of 1800 feet, the biggest you could get 
at the time, saved 7 houses near the Deep 
Cut Bridge.  The only real damage was to 
sheds in the rear of Fred Miller’s property.  
The fire also destroyed large quantities of 
lumber owned by Charles Spezzi, who was 
building a house in this town.  

Hundreds of employees from Such’s 
Company, the Crossman Co., and DuPont’s 
helped fight the fire with shovels.  Smoke 
and ash carried as far as Stevens Ave.  The 
fire came under control late in the afternoon, 
and was all but out by early evening.  People 
wishing to return to Sayreville and South 
Amboy were curtailed for hours, as traffic 
was backed up.  

Deep Cut Bridge In Spotlight Again
Who would have thought that in less 

than 2 months, the area around the Deep Cut 
Bridge would end up in the spotlight again.  
The country was 7 years into Prohibition, the 
18th Amendment, which forbade the making, 
drinking and selling of liquor.  More of the 
U.S. seemed to be against the amendment 
than for it, and it was obvious that it was 
virtually impossible to police.  That job was 
given to the Treasury Dept. led by Eliott 
Ness, who had the job of stopping the flow 
of illegal liquor to Speak Easys, (bars).  The 
headquarters for the federal agents in New 
Jersey was out of Newark.  

On a day in late August, local Federal Of-
ficials, possibly out of Perth Amboy discov-
ered a section in the woods near the Deep Cut 
Bridge that was being used to manufacture 
illegal whiskey.  With the help of Sayreville 
Police and State Troopers, Federal Agents 

raided a barn that was being used, and one 
of the largest amounts of liquor in this sec-
tion of N.J., up to this date was uncovered.  
Law enforcement  officers seized 2 complete 
distilling machines, one was 1,000 gallons, 
and the other 250 gallons, 4 large vats , 300 
gallons of finished product, and 3,000 gallons 
of unfinished product.  The raid required 3 
trucks to carry out the confiscated materials 
to Newark.  The 2 men arrested were from 
Brooklyn, NY, and held without bail for the 
Grand Jury.  There was no follow up on the 
outcome, and I’m guessing that they got off 
relatively easy.  New York gangster Lucky 
Luciano controlled the “flow” of the liquor 
business New York City, all of New Jersey, 
and Pennsylvania, as far as Philadelphia.  
The woods of Sayreville were just one of 
the great places to conduct business locally 
back in 1926. 

Community Flea 
Market

Sayreville Recreation Department will 
be having a Community Flea Market on 
June 9th , 2012,  8:00am-1:00pm at the Bor-
ough Hall Soccer Field – Tables/Residents 
$10.00 Non-Resident $20.00 (must provide 
own table/chair) Registration is now being 
accepted at the Mickey Sedlak Recreation 
Center/Dolan Street -  for more information 
call 732-390-7092/7096 
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Obituaries
Castelluccio, Manuela “Nellie,” 73, of 

Parlin died on March 31.
Clark, Alfred A. “Allie,” 88, of South 

Amboy died on April 2.
Ettari, Sebastian, 94, of Parlin died on 

April 6.
Gomolka, Anne Benjamin, 82, of Mor-

gan died on April 2.
Kolakowski, Julia Tarallo, 95, of South 

Amboy died on March 27.
Kurtz, Lois A., formerly of South Am-

boy died on April 3.
Lyon, William K., 87, of Parlin died 

on April 5.
Markovich, Kathleen “Kitty,” 85, of 

South Amboy died on March 22.
McQuade, John P., 69, of South Amboy 

died on April 8.
Nagy, Judith A., 65, of Sayreville died 

on April 12.
O’Such, Peter T., 67, of Sayreville died 

on March 25.
Peluso, Joseph M. “Pops,” 75, of Sayre-

ville died on April 9.
Perry, Lillian M., 78, of Sayreville died 

on April 5.
Roy, Pamela, 70, of Sayreville died on 

March 22.
Russo, Lucy C., 94, of Sayreville died 

on April 8.
Searlaski, Anne, 93, of Parlin died on 

April 6.
Semoneit, George F., 73, of Morgan 

died on March 28.
Sheeley, Brother Robert J., 80, of Sayre-

ville died on March 31.
Smith, Robert J., Jr., 53, of South Amboy 

died on April 11.
Trawinski, Stanley A., 93, formerly of 

South Amboy died on April 1.
Ward, Billy T., 57, of South Amboy 

died on March 24.

GIANT YARD SALE 
BENEFIT 

Sayreville Pet Adoption Center, 1400 
Main Street in Sayreville, will hold a giant 
yard sale on Sunday, April 29 from 9 AM 
to 2 PM in the shelter parking lot.  A wide 
variety of great stuff at great prices….come 
early for the best selection!  100% of the 
proceeds benefit the shelter pets.  For more 
information phone event coordinator Carmen 
at (732) 238-2556 or visit online at www.
sayreville.petfinder.com.
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Work is progressing in Sayreville on the Ernston Road/Bordentown Ave. traffic easement 
project at the highly congested intersection.  Area residents can’t wait until this construction 
is completed and driving relief is a reality.  (Photo/info courtesy of Joe Lotkowictz)

Holocaust survivor Ernest Gross spoke to a group of Middlesex County College faculty, 
staff and students during “A Holocaust Story of Survival and Renewal,” part of the Festival 
of Arts and Sciences at the College. He displayed a small loaf of bread and talked about 
how that would be divided between eight prisoners. Because the pieces on the end were 
smaller than those in the middle, the prisoners would draw lots to see which piece they 
would get. Mr. Gross spoke with Sharon Bancroft, an adjunct professor who coordinated 
the program, before his lecture. The Festival of Arts and Sciences is a month-long series of 
workshops, films, lectures and other programs at Middlesex County College. For a schedule 
of activities, visit middlesexcc.edu. (Photo/Info Submitted)

THE HUNGER 
GAMES AT 
DOWDELL

The Hunger Games has been popular 
with young adults; the series has been read, 
and the movie   watched, but now the real 
fun begins!  The Dowdell Library will be 
holding a Hunger Games competition every 
Thursday evening in May.   Young adults 
will be divided into teams and at the end 
of the month, the team who with the most 
points will win a prize. Anyone who   com-
petes has to attend each Thursday evening 
program, so sign up at the Library in order 
to participate!

The Hunger Games Thursday evening 
program schedule: Hunger Game Jeopardy 
May 3rd at 6 pm: start off the competition by 
answering questions about the Hunger Game 
books. Hunger Game Nerf Gun Night May 
10th at 6 pm: test you’re aiming skills to gain 
points.  Hunger Game Sardines May 17th 
at 6 pm: a quiet game of last man standing 
hide and seek. Hunger Game Cornucopia 
Chef May 24th at 6 pm: each team will cap-
ture items in the middle of the room. Final 
Results Night: May 31st.  The points will 
be tallied, prizes awarded, and the winners 
will be crowned!

Kidz Wii Club will also continue to be 
held every Friday at 3:30 pm. 

Need homework help? Don’t forget to 
ask the librarians. Free online resources on 
the library’s web page make report writing 
easy!

The library is adjacent to the South 
Amboy High School on O’Leary Blvd.  
Directions: www.dowdell.org   

Library hours are Monday, Tuesday, 
and Thursday 10 am – 8 pm; Wednesday 
and Friday 10 am – 5 pm and Saturday 12 
noon – 4 pm. 

For additional information, contact 
the library at comments@dowdell.org or 
732-721-6060.

Finger Lakes Wine 
Safari

The OLV Seniors is sponsoring a trip 
to the Finger Lakes area from October 2-4. 
The tour will follow the Cayuga and Seneca 
Wine Trails. Relax and enjoy the beautiful 
fall foliage and the breathtaking lakes while 
you get to taste the delicious wines of the 
region. The cost of the trip is $380.00. In-
cluded in the price are: 2 nights lodging, 2 
breakfasts, 2 dinners, including one at the 
Belhurst Castle, wine tasting at 9 winer-
ies, bus transportation, bus driver gratuity, 
souvenir gift, baggage handling, taxes, and 
meal gratuities. For further information or 
to reserve a seat on this fantastic fall trip, 
please contact Teri at (732) 727-7639 or Geri 
at (732)257-4351.

Paddlers Club 
Formed

By Tracy Jordan, President
The Raritan Bay Paddlers Club forma-

tion meeting was held in February in Perth 
Amboy, and 22 enthusiasts attended.  The 
mission of the Club is to increase access 
to and appreciation of the Raritan Bay and 
lower Raritan River from the human-pow-
ered paddle watercraft.  

Raritan Riverkeeper Bill Schultz has 
agree to be our official Club Advisor and 
a steering committee is being formed now.  
So far, the 2012 Club calendar includes a 
trip to kayak Staten Island’s Kick-Off event 
on Monday, May 28th to be trained in run-
ning a “Public Paddle Event,” and a flotilla 
event past the Tall Ship Unicorn, at the Perth 
Amboy Harborside Marina on Sat., June 
23rd.  Club members will also participate in 
the Raritan River Float, organized by the 
Lower Raritan Access Project, tentatively 
set for July 15th.  The club will be schedul-
ing a Perth Amboy beach sweep at its next 
meeting.  Finally, in the works is a calendar 
of various group kayaking trips to such sites 
as Cheesequake State Park, the D & R Canal, 
Farrington Lake, as well as our bay and river.  
Our May meeting is TBD.  For further info, 
e-mail perthamboykayak@hotmail.com or 
call 848-203-3432, Mon.-Fri. from 6 a.m. 
to 2 p.m.

was as down-to-earth as they come, just 
one of the guys in South Amboy.  People  
always looked up to and respected him, 
knowing that he was a very special man.

At the funeral service, his son-in-law 
Joe Castellano, gave one of the most beauti-
ful , poignant eulogies I’ve ever heard.  He 
mentioned how Allie would do anything to 
help anyone.  “If he couldn’t help you with 
something, he’d find someone who could.  
He was like the godfather,” he said. 

Allie was very proud of his outstanding 
accomplishments, especially his two World 
Series rings, and the fact that St. Mary’s High 
School produced 5 major league ballplayers, 
of which three won 5 World Series rings.  
Clark is one of two big leaguers in history to 
have won the World Series on two different 
teams in his first two seasons, in 1947 and 
’48.  Kelly  managed the Twins to the title in 
1987 and ’91, while McKeon skippered the 
Florida Marlins over the Yankees in 2003.

Allie Clark was larger than life to so 
many, especially in South Amboy.  Can you 
imagine the odds for a kid coming from a 
town of a little over a mile square, with 
8,000 people, and making it all the way 
to the Major Leagues?  Plus, consider the 
fact that there were only 16 teams in the 
American and National Leagues back then, 
and much tougher than it would be today to 
hit the big time.

I was very blessed to have known Allie, 
and had the opportunity to interview him at 
least a dozen times through the years.  He 
was always a pleasure and most interesting 
subject, as well as a wealth of knowledge 
with an unbelievable memory.  The last time I 
visited him at a local care facility was 8 days 
before his passing, and despite his declining 
health told me that he felt bad about missing 
the South Amboy St. Patrick’s Day Parade 
for the first time since he was Grand Marshal 
in 1982.  That’s just the kind of caring good 
guy he was.  He wanted to be there for his 
friends and the people of South Amboy.  I 
certainly will miss my good friend Allie 

Clark, as so many others will, but I’ll never 
forget what a wonderful person he was, and 
the good times we shared. 

In a 1991 interview, I asked Allie how 
he would like to be remembered, and he said, 
“As being the first ballplayer from South 
Amboy to make the majors.  I think I’ve 
been a pretty nice man.  I’ve been here all 
of my life and always enjoyed this town.”  
May God bless Allie always! 

Note: Allie Clark’s life was so interest-
ing with many great stories and information 
that I’ve accumulated over the years, and 
it would take me an entire newspaper or 
more to recap it, so I’m asking you, if you’d 
like to find out more about this great man, 
to please go to the following websites on 
your computer for a lot more about Allie’s 
magnificent life.

Go to: www. dowdell.org and click on 
The South Amboy-Sayreville Times box. 
Then look for the following issues:

May-Aug. 2007 Parts 1-4- Allie Clark: 
Forever A New York Yankee.  This is the 
most complete life story ever written about 
Allie.

April 2007, Page 22-Local Baseball 
Legends: The 60th Anniversary of Allie Clark 
and Jackie Robinson’s Rookie Season.

April 29, 2006, Page 19-Clark’s First 
Game At Yankee Stadium.

December 15, 2001, Page 25-Allie Clark 
Featured In Baseball Book.

October 1997-The Winning Team 
Sports Talk Show Interview-Allie Clark.  

For the following, go to: www.dowdell.
org and click on the South Amboy Citizen 
box, then go to:

February 14, 1991, Page 11-Superstar 
Interview-Allie Clark   

South Amboy’s Hometown Hero And 
Legend,  Allie Clark Remembered

(Continued from page1)
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