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The South Amboy Fire Dept. looks perfect as it marches in Wildwood. Our hometown heroes 
would go on to once again win the state championship and many other awards as the best 
fire department in New Jersey.  (Photo courtesy of Doug Tilley)

The Best family of Parlin was thrilled when Home Depot workers began their volunteer 
work to repair their home which was destroyed by Hurricane Irene last year.   Pictured(l-r) 
Charlie Best, Joanne Pollman (daughter), and Alice Best.  (Photo by Tom Burkard)
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South Amboy Fire 
Department #1 

Again In NJ
By Tom Burkard

The South Amboy Fire Dept. continued 
its outstanding run of success at Wildwood, 
and once again proved that it is the top Fire 
Dept. in the state .  

 The New Jersey State Fire Chiefs Pa-
rade Judges Association announced that the 
South Amboy Fire Dept. won the following 
trophies and awards at the 135th Annual 
Wildwood Parade on September 15th.   In 
addition our locals captured 1st place trophies 
for Best Appearing Fire Dept. with music 
(won $400); Best Marching Unit, over 21 
persons (excluding Ladies Auxiliary; Best 
Appearing Ladies Auxiliary; Best Appearing 
Pumper 9-12 years, (Independence Engine 
& Hose); Best Appearing Pumper 13-16 
years, (Protection Engine Co. 1 Unit E-6; 
Longest distance traveled as the crow flies; 
New Jersey State Fireman’s Championship 
Band-Melrose Blackhawks (won $400).

Our outstanding locals captured 2nd 
place trophies for Best Appearing Fire Dept. 
or Company Overall Apparatus (excluding 
marching); Best Appearing Fire Dept. or 
Company Color Guard; Best Appearing 
Ambulance Fire Dept. or EMS owned-South 
Amboy First Aid Squad.

Congratulations to South Amboy Fire 
Chief Jamie Norek, firefighters  and every-
one who helped or participated in any way 
to keep South Amboy Fire Dept. #1 in the 
State of New Jersey!  Great job, and the City 
of South Amboy is proud of you!

Sayreville Fire 
Department Gets 

New Truck
The Sayreville Fire Dept. recently got 

a new 2012 Ford F-350 Super Duty pickup 
truck, compliments of more than a dozen 
businesses who donated money and corpo-
rate sponsorships to aid the firefighters.

The new vehicle replaces a pickup and 
passenger van, both 25 years old, and in 
need of repairs.  In March 2011, the Fire 
Dept. started a campaign to try and get local 
businesses to donate or offer sponsorships.  
The result of their determined efforts paid 
off, and they now have a brand new, red 
vehicle that cost $46,000, and was paid 
in full through donations.  In addition the 
contributions covered the plow hookup, cap, 
bed liner, emergency warning devices, and 
the truck’s lettering.  The President Park Fire 
House will be home for the Sayreville Fire 
Department’s new truck.   

Back Home Again
By Tom Burkard

Thanks to the many volunteers from 
Home Depot, World War II Navy veteran 
Charlie Best and his wife Alice Best finally 
returned to the place they have called 
home for nearly 50 years.  In August 
2011, Hurricane Irene wreaked havoc in 
New Jersey, especially on the Best home 
at Harding Ave. in Parlin.  

The brutal force of the storm col-
lapsed basement walls, and the house was 
shifted off its foundation.  In addition there 
were cracks throughout the house, and it 
was rendered uninhabitable by officials.  
The couple had to move, and stayed 
with their daughter Joanne Pollman, and 
then their son Donald, before settling in 
an apartment owned by St. Stanislaus 
Kostka Church.

The couple’s homeowners insurance 
did not cover floods, and they received 
some assistance from Federal Emergency 
Management Agency (FEMA) for the 

apartment rent and some concrete work 
in the basement, but not enough to cover 
all of the repairs necessary to make the 
house livable once again.

Tom Best, their son, was at Home 
Depot and asked store manager Tracey 
Burke if there was a program to help his 
parents.  She called national headquarters 
and found out that indeed there was a 
way to help Charlie and Alice—Project 
Home Depot Foundation’s Celebration 
of Service, which is a program to ensure 
veterans have a safe home.  Employees 
of Home Depot volunteer their services 
for these projects across the United States 
through Veterans Day in order to aid those 
who served the country.

On the day the Project began at the 
Harding Ave. home, about 25 energetic 
Home Depot workers wearing orange 
Home Depot tee shirts, gathered in front of 

The Sayreville American Legion held a “Welcome Home Viet Nam Veterans” tribute on 
Oct. 7th at Borough Hall.  Nearly 200 people turned out despite the rainy weather.  St. 
Stan’s pastor, Father Murphy said the prayer, and others who attended were Freeholder 
candidate Roger Daley, a representative from Ann Little’s campaign, and Sayreville Mayor 
Kennedy O’Brien.  After the ceremony ended everyone went back to the Legion Post for 
refreshments.  (Photo/info courtesy of Nellie Malet) 

(Continued on page 6)

2 New Police 
Officers In 
Sayreville

(Article submitted)
On 9/24/2012 Sayreville swore in two 

new officers. They are Matthew Atlak and 
Walter Arway, whom both previously served 
as police officers in Old Bridge, which 
laid off 10 officers earlier this year due to 
budget issues.

“Unfortunately, there were economic 
issues [in Old Bridge] that meant these of-
ficers could no longer stay in Old Bridge,” 
Police Chief John Zebrowski said. “Their 
chief was very adamant about how great 
they were and about how reluctant he was to 
lose them, but it becomes our good fortune.” 
Zebrowski said that hiring police officers 
with some experience is advantageous for 
Sayreville.

“They had been police officers for 
almost six years before they came to us,” 
Zebrowski said. “Today, you’re seeing of-
ficers with experience, hard work and effort 
already in place.”

Zebrowski also praised the officers for 
their enthusiasm and eagerness to get to work. 
“They came to us open-eyed…ready to go, 
prepared, and ready to do the job,” Zebrowski 
said. “You’re seeing two officers who did 
not come from the ranks of the academy, but 
coming from the ranks of those who were 
doing the job for a long time.” The two of-
ficers take the place of officers who retired in 
2011.The police force has 87 officers, down 
from 93 a few years ago, he said.

Tom Kelly, who managed the Minnesota 
Twins to two World Series titles, speaks to 
crowd during “Tom Kelly Day” at Minnesota, 
where he was honored by having his uniform 
number retired.  *See more on page 19.  
(Photo courtesy of Minnesota Twins Baseball 
Club). 

Sayreville HOF
The Sayreville High School Hall of 

Fame Committee is seeking nominations 
for its 2013 Hall of Fame Induction.  Nomi-
nees must be graduates of Sayreville High 
School who have made outstanding contri-
butions to their profession, community, or 
organization.   There are many graduates 
who exemplify the high standards required 
for admission to the SWMHS Hall of Fame.  
We would like the public’s help in bringing 
these alumni to our attention. 

Call Elaine Kubacz at 732-727-0192 
for nomination forms, or submit nomination 
letters by November 16, 2012 to: SWMHS 
Hall of Fame Committee, 20 Holly Drive, 
Parlin NJ  08859.  The nomination letter 
should briefly list the individual’s accom-
plishments, contact information, including 
email address, and year of graduation, if 
known.  If you prefer, you can email your 
nomination to: barb.anderson2@verizon.
net.  Please be sure to include your own 
contact information in case we have any 
questions
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South Amboy Postmaster Tom Wilson (l) recently retired after serving the community for 
many years.  He was honored by family, friends, and Post Office employees with a retirement 
party recently.  Pictured with Tom is USPO employee Gary Lange.  Congratulations and 
best of luck in the future, Tom!  (Photo submitted)

Talk Of The Towns
By Tom Burkard

Father Barbella Celebrates 25th        
       Jubilee

Former Sayreville resident, Father John 
Barbella, a ’78 Sayreville War Memorial HS 
graduate, recently celebrated his 25th Jubilee 
as a priest.  He was ordained on May 30, 
1987, and is currently Pastor of St. Philip 
& St. James Church in Phillipsburg, NJ.  
In addition to his many pastoral duties, he 
helps the 8th grade students in preparation 
for Confirmation, and also works with the 
4th grade in religion.  Congratulations, and 
God Bless, Father John! 

In Memoriam
Ann “Dolly” Golembieski, 77, of Sayre-

ville died on Sept. 16.  She was the O.L.V. 
School Librarian (volunteered for over 20 
years).  Catherine “Pat” Cheeseman, 84, of 
South Amboy died on Sept. 18.  She was a 
wonderful, kind-hearted lady, respected and 
admired by all.  Pat was an avid SA Times 
reader, and always made sure she had sub-
scriptions sent out of state to her children.  
James Ballance, 84, formerly of Sayreville 
died on Sept. 22.  He and his late wife were 
co-owners of The Deli in Sayreville prior to 
retiring in 1992.  He also owned a wholesale 
Sabrett hot dog distributorship, with a little 
store in back of The Deli, supplying local 
hot dog dealers and others with the popular 
Sabrett dogs.  Mr. Ballance was a pleasure 
to deal with and will be missed.   David 
Powers, 65, of South Amboy died on Sept. 
27.  He was a Paratrooper in the U.S. Army 
during the Vietnam War.   Dave was a great 
guy with a terrific personality.  He played 
for the Mystic Knights in the South Amboy 
Men’s Senior Slow Pitch Softball League 
in 1972-73 and won a game in each season 
as a pitcher.  Cecelia Noviski, 80, formerly 
of South Amboy died on Oct. 8.  She was a 
very nice lady respected by all and a great 
neighbor.  Maria Gaspartich, 87, formerly of 
Sayreville died on Oct. 9.  She was a member 
of the Sayreville American Legion Ladies 
Auxiliary and volunteer at St. Bernadette’s 
Church.  May they never be forgotten for 
their goodness on earth.

Pleasant Little 
Trivia

By Tom Burkard
1. He became pastor of St. Berndadette’s 
Church in 2000?  a. Father Andrew Szaro-
leta b. Father Lawrence Smith c. Father 
Raymond Cole
2. In ’93, where was Who’s Booze located in 
South Amboy?  a. North Broadway b. Main 
St. c. South Pine Ave.
3.  This sporting goods store was located at 
Sayre Woods Shopping Center in 1963?  a. 
American Sports b. Sport-O-Rama c. Sayre 
Woods Sports Center
4. The top vote-getter with 249 votes  in the 
South Amboy Board of Education election 
in ’86 was?  a. Thomas Tice b. William 
McGowan c. James Reilly
5. President of the Sayreville Jaycees in 
1969-70?  a. Michael Manzoni b. Casper 
Boehm Jr. c. Anthony Popowski
6. In 1993, where was Oak Tree Ceram-
ics located?  a. Parlin b. South Amboy c. 
Morgan
7.  In ’74, where was the Sayreville Iron 
Works located?  a. Jernee Mill Rd. b. Bor-
dentown Ave. c. Rt. 35
8. South Amboy K of C Council #426 Grand 
Knight in 1984?  a. John Grimley b. Leo Di 
Guilio c. Stephen Schmid
9. President of the Morgan Athletic Asso-
ciation Ladies Auxiliary in ’76?  a. Susan 
Bergold  b. Theresa O’Neill c. Tammy 
Wyman 
10. The Starlight Diner on South Broadway, 
South Amboy in the late 1960’s, early 70’s 
was previously known as?  a. Broadway Din-
er b. Dillon’s Diner c. Callahan’s Diner
11.The Borough of Sayreville Council Presi-
dent in ’75 was?  a. Felix Wisniewski b. Ken-
neth Buchanan Sr. c. Thomas Kuberski 
12. What year did Charles Komar & Sons 
factory open in South Amboy?  a. 1940 b. 
1946 c. 1950

Answers
1b 2c 3b 4c 5b 6b 7a 8a 9b 10a 11a 12a.

Oktoberfest To 
Benefit Local Food 

Banks
The Old Bridge Sayreville Rotary is 

hosting their annual Oktoberfest Celebra-
tion” to benefit local food banks. The event 
will take place on Friday, October 26th from 
6:30 to 11:00 PM, at Sacred Heart Memo-
rial Hall, Main Street and Washington Ave. 
in South Amboy.  Ticket price is $30 and 
includes Oktoberfest beers, seasonal wines. 
A traditional German dinner will be served, 
featuring bratwurst, served on Sheboygan 
Roll, German potato salad, Bavarian pret-
zels, and apple strudel. A DJ, and the band 
“Reason for Being” will be on hand for your 
listening pleasure. Wear your “lederhosen” 
and receive a special prize! Advance ticket 
sales only, space is limited. Call Glenn at 
(732)921-1468, or Jeff at (732)921-1466.  
Tickets may also be purchased at Pride 
Landscape Supply, 350 Ernston Rd., Par-
lin. For more information call Glenn at 
(732)921-1468.

 LIVE AUCTION
Come out for a night of fun and sup-

port the South Amboy MiddleHigh School 
Class of 2016.

The Class of 2016 is hosting its 2nd 
annual live auction on Thursday, December 
6, 2012 in the South Amboy Middle High 
School Cafeteria.  Preview starts at 6:00 p.m. 
– Auction begins at 7:00 p.m.  Beverages 
and light snacks will be available!

Last year’s lucky bidders walked away 
with big ticket items:  a New Jersey Devils 
Team autographed hockey stick valued at 
$180, a Jets framed lithograph valued at $60, 
a three month fitness membership from Rob-
ert Woods Johnson Wellness Center valued 
at $135, a 50 minute massage from Hand & 
Stone valued at $90, just to name a few.

We won’t disappoint you this year 
– Come check it out!  We have over 100 
themed baskets and gifts.  We have a unique 
selection of sports and entertainment memo-
rabilia, gift cards and event tickets from 
local businesses, festive holiday surprises, 
and more…

All items will be sold to the highest 
bidder!  It’s guaranteed to be an exciting 
time!

Contact person if you wish to make 
a donation:Jackie Campbell jcampbell@
sapublicschools.com (732) 316-7669 
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The late A.J. “Deacon” Gergits is pictured in 1998, working on his masterpiece on Bordentown 
Ave.  under the Rt. 35 overpass bridge.  (Photo courtesy of Christopher Adams)

A.J. “Deacon” Gergits was a Master in the 
Martial Arts.

Patriotic Sketch Mystery  Solved
By Tom Burkard

A.J. “Deacon” Gergits certainly is 
remembered for the wonderful work of art 
he created for the City of South Amboy, 
and anyone who drove on Bordentown 
Ave. under the Rt. 35 overpass bridge near 
Foodtown.   His brother was in Germany 
during the Cuban Missile Crisis in the early 
1960’s, and he did the beautiful sketch of the 
American flag and cross as a tribute to him, 
according to his son Adam Gergits.  Adam 
told me that “It was pastel and we would 
have to go back every 2-3 years to redo it.  
The pastel would wash off from the rain and 
water coming down from the bridge, so no 
one ever painted over it to cover it up.  I was 
about 4 years old when he started sketching 
it, and years later he’d tell me to go straighten 
it out, so I’d go in the middle of the night and 
touch it up.  When he would work on it late 
at night, police would sometimes show up 
and shine lights so he could see what color he 
had in his hand.  He would re-do the sketch 
a couple of days before or after Memorial 
Day or Veterans Day.  He originally started 
it for his brother, and continued to do it to 
support all the troops and people who served, 
and for the friends he lost in Viet Nam.  He 
kept it as a tradition.”

“Deacon” died in June 2001 at 55, but 
his son Adam has so many great memories of 

his father’s interesting life to share.  “After 
9-11, I went up and re-did it in the middle 
of the day.  The police chief came up and 
said it was really a good job.  It hasn’t been 
touched since.     Normally the job takes 
about a half hour when you’re used to it.  
The pastel comes off because it’s under water 
that comes down off the bridge and just fades 
away.  It’s still there though.  The original 
was done in coal (by Charles “Chink” Dor-
man) for World War II, and it had no color, 
and was all black.  My dad started with the 
pastel in color.”  Adam said that his dad was 
a self-employed painting contractor, who 
once painted Bruce Springsteen’s swimming 
pool.  In addition, “Deacon” was a master in 
Martial Arts, and was a silent partner with 
Tommy Pryzbylko of Sayreville when they 
started the first SKA karate association in 
1981, and had a karate school on Broadway 
in South Amboy (where Poochie Doo is now 
located).  The martial arts business grew, and 
Tommy sold the SKA name to another master, 
Charlie Farley in California.  According to 
Adam, “In ’91, there was one SKA in South 
River, and one in Perth Amboy, and 58 in 
California.  Farley sold it to ESPN.” 

In 1976, for the Bicentennial, “Dea-
con” organized a group of local youngsters 
to clean up the area around the monument 
on Broadway next to what used to be Joe’s 
Smoke Shop (across from Talking Heads).  
In addition, Deacon and his work crew 
painted all the curbs around it and a few fire 
hydrants red, white, and blue with stars.  “I 
was five at the time, and it was really cool 
doing something like that with my dad,” 
Adam said.

I asked Adam where his dad got the 
nickname “Deacon” from and he said, “He 
was going to seminary school until he met 
my Presbyterian mother,” he laughed. 

Adam said that he would like to maintain 
the American flag and cross sketch under 
the bridge, and do it in honor of his cousin, 
Christopher Brown who is in the Navy.  
However, due to today’s tough economy, he 
would need a sponsor to help him purchase 
the pastels necessary.  The approximate 
cost for the materials needed is between 
$50-$75.  Anyone interested in sponsoring 
this patriotic gentleman may contact The SA 
Times at 732-727-0398, and we will put you 
in touch with Adam.         
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Yearbook-Sayreville 1982
By Tom Burkard

“Endless Love” by Lionel Richie & Di-
ana Ross ruled the airwaves when Sayreville 
War Memorial HS Class of 1982 returned 
for its final school year in September 1981.  
Henry Counsman retired after 36 years in the 
educational field.  Some of the fine faculty 
included James Inman, John Ciszewski, 
William Doll, Patti Borak, Barbara Johnson, 
Steve Gozora, Judy Podbelski.

Celeste Del Gatto was Student Coun-
cil President.  Cindy Santaniello was ’81 
Homecoming Queen.  Claudia Naglich was 
Twirling Captain.  Warren Clark was Editor-
In-Chief of the school newspaper.  Activities 
were plentiful, and a few events and clubs 
were:  The Rutgers Bowl; Future Teachers of 
America Club; DECA; The Almost Anything 
Goes assembly; “Images” publication, and 
many more fun and rewarding clubs and 
activities for the students.  The school play 
was “The Good Doctor,” and the musical 
was “Bye Bye Birdie.”

In sports the boys’ gymnastics team 
was the greatest in the school’s history, 
finishing #1 in the state with a perfect 13-0 
record, winning county, sectional and state 
titles under Coach Jack Hefelfinger.  The 
boys cross country team under Coach Jerry 
Carney also finished with an unbeaten 11-0 
record.  Carney’s winter track team won its 
2nd consecutive Middlesex County Relay title 
and turned in a perfect 10-0 mark.  Coach 
Judy Sunski’s  girls’ basketball club finished 
with an impressive 19-5 record.

Major news around the world in ’82 
included: E.T. The Extra Terrestrial became 

the highest grossing movie in history.  Prin-
cess Grace of Monaco was killed in a car 
crash.  Katherine Hepburn won her fourth 
Oscar.  John Hinckley was found not guilty 
by reason of insanity for attempting to as-
sassinate President Reagan.

Some of the Sayreville Class of ’82 
selected randomly: Karen Bailey, Tom Best, 
Robert Blanda, Deneen Blaszka, Linda Bod-
nar, Kevin Bottomly, Lois Burkshot, Erin 
Carney, Holly Chance, Michael Coman, Pa-
tricia DeBiase, John DeLucia, John Domino, 
Laureen Drwal, Robyn Fleming, Joseph 
Geletei, John Golaszewski, Kris Gorka, Jim 
Grandjean, Drew Haley, Patricia Hartman, 
Gayle Juliano, Jody Kabat, Robert Kaelin, 
Jacqueline Kenny, Robert Kenny, Samuel 
Klein, Jacqueline Knast, Keith Kovaleski, 
Stacey Korn, Susan Krzyzkowski, Valerie 
Kubisiak, Mark Kurtz, Ray LaFontaine, 
Janet Lovely, Christa Lytkowski, Kathy 
McCloud, Phil McCutcheon, Tim McKeon, 
Melissa Michalik, Caroline McCurdy, Mike 
Murtha, Dave Parkinson, Roxanne Pohl, 
Judy Popowski, Gerard Porpora, Mark 
Newcomer, Bill O’Leary, Chris Seaman, 
James Scully, Ralph Starace, Bob Stary, Ron 
Steiner, Ken Sumski, Sherry Stoeckel, Dave 
“Snake” Sabo (world renowned recording 
artist/rock superstar), Sandy Unkel, David 
Wojcik, Mark Worden, Kim Zaremba, The-
resa Ziobro.

Sayreville’s Class of ’82 was large in 
number, with plenty of spirit and determina-
tion, and now countless success stories!  

Thank You
Veterans
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Blood Drive
A Blood Drive will be held by Robert 

Wood Johnson University Hospital and the 
South Amboy Elks Lodge on Thursday, 
Oct. 25 from 4-8 p.m.  For more info or to 
schedule an appointment, call 732-235-8100 
ext. 244.  Walk-ins are welcome, and every 
donor will receive a T-shirt.  Please show 
your support.
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Robert “Bear” Kominkiewicz is pictured with his newly-acquired bear at his hot dog business 
on Bordentown Ave. in Sayreville.  (Photo by Tom Burkard)

3,800-Pound Bear Now In Sayreville
By Tom Burkard

Robert “Bear” Kominkiewicz, owner of 
Bear’s Hot Dogs in Sayreville is celebrating 
the 41st Anniversary of his business.   What 
better way to commemorate the occasion than 
to go out and get a bear.  No, he didn’t go 
out to shoot one.  “Bear” was returning from 
a long trip to Louisiana with his wife, and 
spotted a huge bear figure along the road at 
a business  in Hattiesburg, Virginia.  “There 
were all kinds of figurines, there, and the 
business owner told me the bear would cost 
$1,000.  When we got back home, I couldn’t 
find anyone with a truck that could haul a 
3,800 pound bear back to Jersey, so I rented 
a U-Haul that could hold 6,000 pounds.  I 
drove 350 miles down and back in one day 
to bring the bear home, and also bought 
2 smaller ones, one weighing 700 pounds 
for the front of my home.   Kominkiewicz 
then found a friend with a forklift, and he 
helped him unload it near “Bear’s” hot dog 

business on Bordentown Ave. in Sayreville.  
“The adults and kids all take pictures of the 
bear, “Bear” said. 

“Bear” loves his work, and said that 
“When I started the business, my father said 
I wasted $1,000. Now, 41 years later, I built 
an empire.  My first stand was near Sunshine 
Biscuit near the intersection of Jernee Mill 
Rd. and Bordentown Ave., and I was on 
every corner there, and ended up here in this 
spacious lot with plenty of parking.”

He has an excellent rapport with the 
customers, and said “Some have been com-
ing here for 40 years, and came here when 
they were 5 or 6.  Now they’re in their 40’s, 
and bring their kids.   I serve good hot dogs.  
My wife makes homemade chili, fresh all 
the time, and it’s my biggest seller.”

“Bear,” now 71 years old has no inten-
tions of retiring, and says “I hope to be here 
when I’m 91.”

Designer Handbag 
Bingo

The 2nd Annual Designer Handbag 
Bingo (Featuring original merchandise, no 
knock-offs), to benefit St. Mary Parish will 
be held on Oct. 26 at the cafeteria, Second 
St. & Stevens Ave.  Doors open at 6 p.m.  
The first game will be called at 7:30 p.m.  
Coffee, tea, and dessert will be served.  BYO 
wine  and refreshments.  Admission is $30 
and includes 10 games.  There will also be 
a 50/50 Silent Auction.  For more info call 
732-501-5133.  You must be 21 years of age 
to attend this event.

Roast Beef Dinner-
Oct. 20

Trinity United Methodist Church, lo-
cated at 815 Bordentown Ave., South Amboy, 
will be holding a Roast Beef Dinner on Sat., 
Oct. 20th from 5-7 p.m.  Cost is $13 per person, 
and includes Roast Beef, mashed potatoes, 
vegetables, rolls, dessert, and drinks.  Take 
out is available—call 732-763-6232 (Lori) 
or the church 732-721-3558.  All proceeds 
are distributed to various missions.

Spaghetti Dinner 
Fundraiser

MAVIS (The Music Association for the 
Visually Impaired Students of New Jersey) 
will be holding a Spaghetti Dinner fund-
raiser on Sunday, Oct. 21st at the Knights 
of Columbus Hall, 775 Washington Rd., 
Parlin.  The event will run from 3-6 p.m.  
A donation of $8 per person is requested, 
and $6 for persons with visual impairments, 
seniors, or children under 12.  For more info 
call 732-254-4795.

The MAVIS organization subsidizes 
some of the costs for young people and adults 
with visual impairments to receive music les-
sons and musical instruments.   The annual 
Spaghetti Dinner is one of the organization’s  
most important events for fundraising and 
enhancing community awareness.  

Tricky Tray
ST. LAWRENCE ALTAR ROSARY 

SOCIETY will hold their annual Tricky 
Tray on November 4th in the Parish Hall, 
Laurence Parkway, Laurence Harbor.  Doors 
open at 12:30, bids will start at 2 p.m.  Re-
freshments will be available.   Tickets are 
$5.00.  NO ONE UNDER 18 WILL BE 
ALLOLWED.  For additional information 
or tickets, call Maria at 732-290-3002 or 
Karen at 732-721-3774.

the house for instructions and a mini-pep 
rally, and one could just get the feeling of 
the team spirit they had, as they got ready 
to help their fellow human beings in a time 
of need.  It was truly an act of kindness and 
love, as well as being really heartwarming 
to see the smiles and appreciative looks on 
the faces of the Best family, ever so thankful 
for these kind-hearted people who gave up 
their day off from work to spend the entire 
day helping to get the Best home back into 
livable shape.  Charlie Best said it best, “What 
they’re doing is a great thing.”

Home Depot  generously donated ma-
terials and labor for the job that would have 
cost an estimated $100,000 with private 
contractors.  The volunteers did an exquisite 
job of redoing the entire house with a new 
kitchen, appliances, water heater, floors, and 
roof, as well as repainting the inside. 

Back Home Again
(Continued from page 1)

Columbian Club 
Fitness Classes
Part of the proceeds benefit the Co-

lumbian Club Council No.426 ,Location: 
Knights of Columbus Council No. 426, 
308 fourth Street South Amboy. Mondays: 
Strength Training Total Body Workout 
7:20pm-8:20pm, Light weights,Mat  re-
quired.  Tuesdays: Yoga 6:30pm-7:20pm 
Mat required.  Thursdays: Zumba Fitness  
mat required 7:20pm-8:20pm.  Price: 8 
classes for $60.00. If you have questions 
or for registration information please email 
zumbasayreville@gmail.com or call Denise 
732-525-9536.
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Friends Of Library 
Meeting

The Friends of the Sayreville Public 
Library will hold their monthly meeting on 
Saturday, November 17, 2012 at 9:30AM in 
the Library Conference Room. New mem-
bers are always welcomed.  For further infor-
mation contact Elaine at 732-727-0192.

10

Hann-Rogich In Las 
Vegas

Hoffman HS graduate, Lori Hann 
Rogich  recently opened her own law firm 
called “Rogich Law Firm PLLC”  in Las 
Vegas, and is closely working with a new 
MMA organization called “The World Series 
of Fighting.”  They recently had their first 
press conference, with the first fight sched-
uled for Nov. 3 at Planet Hollywood in Las 
Vegas.  NBC Sports will be televising the 
fight.  Lori said that, “I have always been a 
boxing fan, so I am looking forward to this 
new sport of Mixed Martial Arts.”

Congratulations and best wishes to a 
fine lady!

Christmas Bazaar
Trinity United Methodist Church, 815 

Bordentown Ave., South Amboy is holding a 
Christmas Bazaar on Sat., Dec. 1 from 9 a.m. 
to 3 p.m.  The event will feature hand knits, 
homemade desserts, unique gifts, stocking 
stuffers, animal lover gifts, wood items, 
Amish quilts, kids only room, Christmas 
items, and Kitchen cooking.  There will be 
“something for everyone.”  Don’t miss it!

Writing a Good 
Business Plan

Small business owners, this is the work-
shop for you!  Seminar leader and experi-
enced SCORE counselor, Bill Litchman, will 
review the basic elements of a business plan, 
from vision through financials on Thursday, 
Nov. 8 from 6:30 to 8:30PM at Sayreville 
Public Library. He will also include a sched-
ule, examples, and an overview of potential 
sources of financing. Bill has been prepar-
ing business plans for decades for small, 
medium, large, and start-up companies. If 
you would like more information or wish to 
register, contact Alaina at 732-727-0212 x25 
or email her at alainad@lmxac.org.

The South Amboy Democrat Campaign Headquarters recently opened on South Broadway.   
Pictured at the celebration are (l-r) Mayor Fred Henry, Assemblyman Craig Coughlin, Council 
Candidate for the 3rd Ward,  Zusette Dato, Council Candidate for the 2nd Ward, Christine 
Noble, Senator Joseph Vitale.  (Photo by Tom Burkard)
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Congratulations to John O’Connor! Youth volunteers are an integral part of Y programs 
and framework. Congratulations to John “Jack” O’Connor who was recognized as a Youth 
Volunteer at the New Jersey YMCA State Alliance Dinner on October 4, 2012. While Jack 
only volunteered at the South Amboy Branch Y for a short time, the contributions he made 
to our camp program far exceed the time he was here. Jack was always engaged with 
the children. He assisted the counselors in daily activities, and always tried to make every 
day camp life better for the campers. If Jack saw the day was lagging, he stepped up and 
led the children to another exciting adventure, always created by him. He certainly made 
an impact on the children, the parents and the staff this summer at Camp SAY. Jack is an 
integral part of our South Amboy Y family, and we are lucky to have him as a staff member 
of our Afterschool Program now!  (Photo/Info Submitted)

Fundraiser 
Basketball Game

Come see the Harlem Wizards vs. South 
Amboy’s Bravest in a fundraising basket-
ball game to benefit the 125th Anniversary 
Parade on Nov. 14th, 7 p.m. at South Amboy 
HS Gym.  Ticket prices: Pre Sale-$10 for 
students and seniors, $12 for adults.  Day of 
the Game-$12 for students and seniors, $14 
for adults.  Tickets on sale at Jacqueline’s 
Florist, Foodtown, Center Deli, Colleen’s 
Kitchen.  For more info call Mike Toth at 
908-930-3497.  Come out for a night of fun 
and root on your local firefighters. 

Attention South 
Amboy / Sayreville 

Residents:  
Sayreville Auxiliary Police are seeking 

new members to join its volunteer force. 
Interested applicants must be 18 years of 
age or older, be able to pass a criminal 
background check and possess a valid New 
Jersey driver’s license.  Interested applicants 
can download an application from: www.
sayrevillepoliceaux.org, or send a letter of 
interest to: Sayreville Police Department, 
Attn: Auxiliary Police, 1000 Main St., 
Sayreville, NJ 08872.  Include your full 
legal name, address, phone number and a 
brief summary about yourself.
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This picture was taken during Sayreville Day. The South Amboy HS Boys soccer team 
in conjunction with the Elks ran the popular Elks Soccer Shoot. In the photo from l-r are 
Sammy Cheng, Elton Cheng, Julian Grochowski,Marvin DeAusen, Alex Gonzalez,  Matt 
Guiliano, Tyler Sullivan Jose Romero, Mr. G. (Photo Submitted)

To Be Sure
By Al Gomolka Jr.

Times Poet Laureate
c. 2001

Like a sprinkler turned on in the rain
Or a dual engine pulling a train
I have tried in my way to be sure
When showering, shampooing hair twice
In a gamble I throw loaded dice
I have made it a need for a cure
Clowns perform with smiles when they 
are sad
Priests absolve though they too may be 
bad
We may mean to subtract and we find that 
we add
Lovers kiss and make-up even when they 
are mad
Like Goldilocks and the 3 bears
Or a cautious person who never dares
I have tried in my way to be sure
Second opinions I always explore
Comparative shopping when at a store
Why the need if there’s trust for a cure
Things aren’t always what they seem to 
be sure.

Do You Know?
By Tom Burkard

Who was the last Borough of Sayreville 
Policeman to wear badge #1?  It was none 
other than Ed Rappleyea, who served on 
the force from 1956-1984.  He wore #1 for 
17 years.  Christopher Keegan was the first 
to wear number 1, and he was followed by 
Chester O’Such.   Ed worked with 4 chiefs 
during his career in law enforcement, Olsen, 
Chevalier, Sweeney, and Sprague. 

Rappleyea also was a Borough Coun-
cilman from 1992-93, and has umpired 
American Legion baseball since 1978.  In 
2010, he received the 25 Years Award and 
a lifetime membership from the New Jersey 
Federation of Umpires. 
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Remember
 to Vote 
Nov. 6th
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The lucky winners of a Yankee ticket raffle are pictured at Yankee Stadium, (l-r) South 
Amboy’s  Gene Reagan, Trish Reagan, Nick Reagan, Justin Rios.  (Photo submitted)

South Amboy—The Early Years
By Fran Fitzmorris

This is the story of South Amboy, not 
only what spurred the growth of the town, but 
the families behind it, at least first, second, 
and third generation of Americans who were 
mostly of English and Dutch persuasion.  
Any mention of Sayreville, Madison Twp., 
and Morgan is important because all three 
were part of the town for many years.  These 
South Amboyans were the table-setters for 
the Irish and Polish that first came in the 
mid to late 1800’s.

The story of the town officially began 
in 1835, when South Amboy broke from 
Perth and became a township.  However, 
as early as 1800, the Morgan and Perrine 
families were becoming major players in 
the clay industry, with the Morgans along 
Cheesequake Creek, and Perrine clay pits, 
which today would have been located near 
Rt. 9 and Ernston Rd.  The Cottrell family 
owned a 150-acre apple orchard, which in 
2012 would be near 516 and Cottrell Rd.,  
that would become Madison Twp., and 
Sayreville broke free from the town in 1869 

and 1876 respectively.
At the beginning of the 19th century, 

Lazarus Wilmont was living on property 
later owned by the Conover family.  Lazarus’ 
son Daniel became the first owner of the 
first boat yard, and a hotel and stage coach 
line in the town.  Another early family, the 
Disbrows, who have lived here around 200 
years, is believed to have owned a lot of 
land along what would become Stevens Ave.  
They are believed to have sold the land to 
Samuel Gordon (Gordon St.), and moved 
to Roundabout (Sayreville) in 1808.  Other 
important families of that period were the 
Bloodgoods, Rehfusses, Hansels, Kearney’s 
among others.  The section south and west 
of town contained valuable clay and sand for 
pottery.  Some of the pioneers in this area 
were the Maxfields, Parisens, Everetts, Dis-
brows, and the Furman’s who mixed clay.

What changed the course of the towns’ 
history first took place when the Camden-
Amboy Railroad purchased land to build 

(Continued on page 31)
Rita Priolo, organizer of the Annual Rosary Rally leads the crowd in prayer on Oct. 13th at 
the Gazebo on Bordentown Ave. in South Amboy.  (Photo by Tom Burkard)
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A group of locals recently trekked to Ireland to see the Notre Dame vs. Navy football 
game.  In front row (l-r) Theresa Lockwood, Jim Migut, an Irish citizen who wanted 
in on the fun at her first American football game.  Back row (l-r) Elaine Greene, John 
Greene, Bud Rose, Ira Migut, James Langan Jr., James Langan III, Mary Ann Langan, 
security personnel, Michelle Migut, Ensign Stephanie Migut, USN, Alex Harrigan, Ellen 
Lockwood-Harrigan.   
*Ensign Stephanie Migut is a graduate from Cardinal McCarrick HS, Class of 2008.  
She graduated from the US Naval Academy in 2012, and is stationed on the USS Fort 
McHenry LSD 43, and her base is Little Creek, VA. 

Sitting on the wall from (l-r) Jimmy Langan, Ryan Harrigan, Kathryn Harrigan, Alex 
Harrigan, Greg Harrigan, Ellen Lockwood-Harrigan.  Standing in middle of picture is 
Kim Weber, Pat Rose, and hiding behind Pat is Joe Harrigan.
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#1 Pop Hits On Oct. 
20

2008-Live Your Life-T.I. with Rhianna
1993-Dreamlover-Mariah Carey
1983-Total Eclipse Of The Heart-Bonnie 
Tyler
1970-I’ll Be There-The Jackson 5
1969-I Can’t Get Next To You-The Temp-
tations
1958-It’s All In The Game-Tommy Ed-
wards

Do You Remember?
June 15, 1968-The Sacred Heart Mom 

& Dad’s Club held a teenage dance, with 
music by the hard rock band, “The Great 
Society.”  Admission was $1.  Does anyone 
remember this or have a photo of the band, 
or know who was in the group.  Please let 
us know.

You Tube-In
By Tom Burkard

1950’s-Andy Williams had a #11 hit 
with “Butterfly” in 1957.  It was similar to 
the style that made Elvis Presley famous.  
1960’s-Actor Don Grady, who played on 
TV’s “My Three Sons” as Robby, had a minor 
hit “Yellow Balloon” with a band called, you 
guessed it, The Yellow Balloon in ’67.  He 
performed incognito with the group.   Bob 
Kaban had a hit in 1966 with “The Cheater.”  
2000’s-Lead singer Adam Young of The 
Owl City Band had a super song in 2010, 
“Fireflies.”  This year’s “Live While You’re 
Young” is a cool song performed by a group 
called One Direction.   Bon Jovi’s right-arm 
man, Richie Sambora recently released an 
outstanding song/video “Every Road Leads 
Home To You.”  The super guitarist/vocalist 
is hard to get used to at first because he’s 
now sporting blonde hair.

#1 Country Hits On 
Oct. 20

2001-Where I Come From-Alan Jackson
1990-Friends In Low Places-Garth Brooks
1986-Just Another Love-Tanya Tucker
1979-All The Gold In California-Larry 
Gatlin & Gatlin Bros.
1960-Alabam-Cowboy Copas
1959-The Three Bells-The Browns

“CONCERT TO 
BENEFIT PETS

Rumor 35, 2090 Route 35 North in South 
Amboy, will host “Paws for a Cause – Part 
Deux” to benefit Sayreville Pet Adoption 
Center on Sunday November 11. Doors 
open at 1 PM with the first band taking 
the stage at 2 PM.  The event will feature 
performances by Michale Graves, former 
MISFITS singer/songwriter, as well as The 
Andy Toomey Trio, 9 Below Zero, Nick 
Lambert, The Chuck Lambert Band featuring 
James Dalton, Psycho Daisy, Sonny Kenn, 
Sandy Mack and The All-Star Band with DJ 
Chris Cartuneo spinning the music.  Door 
prizes, raffles and  food will be available 
for purchase.  Guests are asked to bring a 
can of dog or cat food or other pet supplies 
for the shelter. Tickets are $20 and may be 
purchased at Sayreville Pet Adoption Center 
and Sayrebrook Veterinary Hospital, 1400 
Main Street in Sayreville.  For more informa-
tion please contact event coordinator Kenny 
Diaz by phone at 732-713-6291 or by email 
@seatac1169@aol.com. 

Creating and 
Running a 

Business from 
Home

Thinking about starting your own 
business from home? Don’t know where 
to start? This Sayreville Public Library 
seminar can help! Answers to the following 
questions will be discussed: Do I have what 
it takes to run a business from home? What 
are my space and personnel requirements? 
What about my family? What professional 
issues do I need to address, including zoning, 
insurance, incorporation, etc.? How much 
money do I need? Join Seminar Leader, Janet 
R. Pickover, on Monday, Nov. 5 from 6:30 
to 8:30PM. Pickover is a Certified Meeting 
Planner (CMP), who has run her meeting 
management and speaker bureau company 
from her home for over twenty-five years. 
Her company, JR Associates, now offers 
consulting and lecture services to benefit her 
clients. If you would like more information or 
wish to register, contact Alaina at 732-727-
0212 x25 or email her at alainad@lmxac.org. 

A KARAOKE CAVEAT
 By Henny the DJ

If you ever get up enough nerve to get 
up and sing Karaoke on a  Karaoke Night 
in a neighborhood bar with a Karaoke “KJ 
”make sure that you pick a song that the 
large majority of people in the audience can 
relate to. As a matter of fact, you can never 
go wrong singing one that everybody can 
actually sing along with you: Build Me Up 
Butter Cup, Brown Eyed Girl. Sweet Caro-
line, etc.  Don’t go up and pick the longest, 
most drawn out, most obscure selection in 
the book. Even if you have a lovely singing 
voice it just doesn’t work and those singers 
waiting forever behind youfor their turn to 
sing will all be wishing that great calami-
ties happen to you even if they are smiling 
in your face.

How did I get to be this grouchy over 
someone else’s fun time? I actually blame 
it on one torturous night when I saw a guy 
have the nerve to sing “The End” by The 
Doors…all 11 minutes and 53 seconds of it. 
Eleven minutes and forty three seconds. Not 
that it’s not a great song, but no way is it suit-
able for karaoke. Come on…almost twelve 
minutes!! Let’s take the song “Stay” (just a 
little bit longer”), by Maurice Williams and 
the Zodiacs from the movie “Dirty Dancing” 
and the great Jackson Brown version, too. 
Guess how long that song is? ONE MINUTE 
AND THIRTY-EIGHT SECONDS!!!!!!!!  I 
just divided 11 minutes and 43 seconds by 
one minute and thirty eight seconds and I got 
7.8. That means that I could sing a great party 
song  like ”Stay” almost EIGHT  TIMES in 
the time it took to sing “The End” by The 
Doors. Your see what I mean?

Now that doesn’t mean that a song 
can’t be a longer one and still not be good 
for Karaoke: Stairway to Heaven, by Led 
Zeppelin, Bohemian Rhapsody, by Queen 
are long but very effective Karaoke songs, 
and where would the girls be without the 
lengthy, Me and Bobby McGee, by Janis 

Joplin? It’s that if the song you sing Bombs 
Out but it is short, at least the misery will 
be over quickly.

I am going to nominate the ever popular 
George Fuller as the town Karaoke Cham-
pion, and why? Not because of his singing 
voice or delivery which are both of champi-
onship caliber, but, of course, there are many 
others who also have those abilities. No, I 
nominate George because of his song selec-
tion. First he starts of the night with, “Hello 
Muddah, Hello Faddah” by Alan Sherman to 
soften up the crowd and bring the old timers 
as well as the young whippersnappers on to 
his side. Next he sings the plaintive “Under 
the Bridge “by The Red Hot Chilli Peppers to 
slow the pace and engage the MTV genera-
tion. Finally, when he sings the danceable but 
still manly rock song with hair on it  “Miss 
You” by The Rolling Stones everyone in the 
house knows what it is to see Karaoke used 
to it greatest potential.

 As a guy who calls himself a DJ, I really 
shouldn’t be talking like this. My job is to 
integrate a party atmosphere into the night 
and make people feel good about themselves, 
especially in the petty and difficult times in 
which we live. And, really sing along op-
portunities are worth their weight in gold in 
trying to accomplish these goals. 

Furthermore, as a culture we just don’t 
dance. Somehow it got decided that for  
American Men and many more women than 
you would think, dancing is a no-no, and only 
guys who grew up with a lot of sisters or came 
here from another country feel free on the 
dance floor. I see it every week. So, singing 
along is just about the only acceptable form 
of musical expression that we are allowed to 
enjoy and we should definitely embrace it. 
But, just try to take the time to pick a fitting 
song and we’ll all be happy. See you at Big 
Shots Sing A Longs on Friday Nights.

FREE Kaplan SAT 
Prep Test

Kaplan will be offering a FREE SAT 
preparation test at the Sayreville Public Li-
brary on Saturday, Nov. 10 from 10:00AM to 
2:30PM! This four and a half hour practice 
SAT test will show students what to expect 
in a test-like environment. The test results 
are returned to students via email within 
2 weeks of the event. VERY LIMITED 
AVAILABILITY! Sign up while there is 
still space! Register online, contact Alaina 
at alainad@lmxac.org or call 732-727-0212 
x25 for more information.
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Music Trivia
“Five”

By Tom Burkard
1.__What Time Is It? a. We Five
2.__Glad All Over b. Five Satins
3.__Psychotic Reaction c. Five
4.__Western Union d. Dave Clark Five
5.__When The Lights Go Out e. Five For Fighting
6.__100 Years f. Five Stairsteps
7.__Signs g. Count Five
8.__In The Still Of The Night h. Jive Five
9.__O-o-h Child i. Five Americans
10._You Were On My Mind j. Five Man Electrical Band

Answers
1h 2d 3g 4i 5c 6e 7j 8b 9f 10a.

The Cameos are pictured backstage at the Sept. 18th PNC Bank Arts Center Show.  Band 
members (l-r) Danny Ugarte, Rick Jackson, Victor Rod, Chris Cerullo, Cathy Carbone, Paul 
Stuart, Sam Monaco, Arno Petronzio, and John Basilon.
Hey oldies fans, go to Cameos.com, and see their schedule, and get there fast.  These 
guys and gal are fantastic!  What a show!  “N.J.’s Favorite Oldies Group” hands down!  
The Cameos feature “Honorary Rockdaddy” Rick Jackson and good friend Danny Ugarte.  
(Photo/story by Clem Skarzynski)

Rumbles From The Rock ‘N’ Roll 
Reunion

By Clem Skarzynski
Hats off to Mr. Jerry Ust, Richie Hart 

and the “Just Us Cruisers,” Emerson Jones 
of Basement Audio, The Fog, The Rockdad-
dys, Danny Toye, show participants, and 
especially Cynthia Poland for yelling and 
screaming her approval for the music.  Wow, 
what a “groupie!”  And everyone who came 
by to say “hi,” at Sayreville Rec’s 4th Annual 
Blast From The Past Car Show & concert 
on Sept. 15th.  The best show ever, and it’s 
only gonna get better, kids!

Yup, the rumor’s true, that I, the writer 
have joined the “Rockdaddys Retirement 
List” following Frannie Fee and Richie Stan-
dowski.  We all got a new pair of sneakers 
for our “walks around the mall” too!  Hey 
readers, but stock in Depends.  (That’s an 
inside tip).

As pictured, Rockdaddys honorary 
bassist, Clifton’s own Rick Jackson is now a 
full-time member of “N.J.’s Favorite Oldies 
Group,” The Cameos.  I had the opportunity 
to be backstage with them at their Sept. 18th 
show at the PNC!  Awesome voices and 
superb musicianship throughout!  Cameos.
com.  Check ‘em out!

Sept. 28th past at the South Amboy 
Knights of Columbus Council #426 brought 
out a vast array of musical talent to Ray 
and Steve’s “Open Mic  Nite”.  SA Times 
boss, Mr. Tom Burkard was front and center 
rockin’ out his faves with an outstanding 
sax player Mike Squillace, guitarist Frank 
Cilente of Sayreville, and Tom’s nephew 
Rick Shingola, formerly of South Amboy 
pounding the drums.  Drummer Tim Kelly, 
bass player John Dembowski , also of South 
Amboy, and their group, plus everyone 
else who performed, really rocked!  Grand 
Knight Ray Suchcicki was also excellent on 
the drums.   The next “Open Mic Nite” at 
the SA Knights will be on Friday, Oct. 26th.  
Don’t miss it!

The Rockdaddys are heading to I.G.M. 
Recording Studios soon, along with “Coun-
try Gals” Mary Lee Martin and Rose Mary 
Martin, and Father Ken Ekdahl from Jesus 
the Lord Parish in Keyport, to do a couple 
of Christmas songs penned by the gals, with 
Fr. Ken doing the vocals!  How’s that for a 
Classic Rock Band!  
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School Sports
(As of Oct. 14th)

By Tom Burkard
Football
Sayreville (6-0) Coach George Najjar’s 

powerhouse keeps mowing down all oppo-
sition.  Led by quarterback Isaiah Cureton, 
and a host of offensive standouts such as 
Deion Miller, Myles Hartsfield, Malik 
Pressley, Zeke Perkinson and Mike Carey, 
plus Thomas Spiecker and Bryan McMahon 
leading the defense, the Bombers continue 
to be the best club in Middlesex County, and 
ranked #8 in the state.

Cardinal McCarrick/St. Mary’s (1-5) 
Defensive standout Dan Fehl is proving that 
he’s a force on the other side of the ball as 
well, as he scored a TD on a 7-yd. run in a 62-
8 defeat at the hands of a strong Spotswood 
eleven.  Jahmal Pryce and Armand Arnaldy 
also have fared well on offense.

Girls Soccer
Sayreville (9-4) Morgan Guenther, 

Jackie Nunes, Kimberly Stratton, Alissa 
Godwin, Heather Sootkos, Paula Marques, 
Nicole Raub, Emma Denby have provide 
an exciting offense for the Bombers, while 
Jackie O’Connor is playing tough “D” as 
goalkeeper.

Cardinal McCarrick/St. Mary’s (6-4-1) 
Megan Kosa is the Lady Eagles explosive 
scorer, while the club gets other offensive 
support from Madison McNally and Nicole 
Rogan.  Jackie Riley is a fine goalie.

South Amboy (5-8) Stephanie Gay, Sa-
brina Myers, and Paulina Musialek, put the 
goals on the board while goalkeeper Amber 
Carey stops the opposition. 

Boys Soccer
South Amboy (9-5-1) Elton Cheng, 

Eric Vergara, Marvin De Ausen, and Segun 
Adeagbo have been handling the offensive 
attack recently, with Alex Van Reed doing 
the job of goalkeeper.

Sayreville (7-5-3) Alhaji Sheriff, An-
drews Geker, are the big scorers, while assist 
experts are Jonathan Portillo and Bjourn 
Anderson.

Cardinal McCarrick/St. Mary’s (0-10) 

Sean Park and Chris Gomez continue to turn 
in strong performances, while Alan Pado 
handles the goalkeeper role.

Boys Cross Country
South Amboy (1-2) Jacob Anderson 

and David Lopez appear to be the 1-2 CC 
men for SA. 

Sayreville (2-5) The top two runners 
for the Blue & Gray are Ryan Moran and 
Dan Torres.

Cardinal McCarrick/St. Mary’s (0-3) 
The top 3 for the Eagles are Mark Farrell, 
John Wilson, and John Miller.

Girls Cross Country
Cardinal McCarrick/St. Mary’s (2-1) 

Leading the way for the Lady Eagles is top 
runner Kelly Gorman, followed by Shan-
non McCleery, Briann Downes and Britney 
Clayton.

South Amboy (1-3) SA’s top runners are 
Alexis Wojtowicz, Amanda LaVigne, Caitlin 
Toomey, and Kaleigh Ramos.

Sayreville (0-6) Rachel Castellito is the 
#1  runner for the Bombers.

Girls Tennis
South Amboy (9-2) The best SA girls 

tennis team in history is led by singles 
standouts, Catherine Kosakowska, Klaudia 
Maslowska, and Kimberly Hackshaw, while 
the doubles teams of Shannon Van Allen-
Sabrina Afaneh, and also Jennell Webber-
Joanna Joks are two of the finest doubles 
units around.

Cardinal McCarrick/St. Mary’s (2-8) 
Lyra Saranglao 1st singes and Caitlin Norek 
2nd singles have been the top players for the 
Lady Eagles.

Sayreville (0-5) Singles players Sarah 
Sarantoupoulos and Madison Sudol have 
fared well this season.

Field Hockey
Sayreville (3-11) Melanie Lopez, Taylor 

Donnelly, and Erin Fitzsimmons have scored 
goals recently for the Bombers.

College Chatter
Former Sayreville War Memorial HS 

athletes have done well at Fairleigh Dick-
inson University (FDU).  The field hockey 
roster showed 4 ex-Bombers including junior 
Lanie Andrews, who leads the team in points-
27; goals-10; and assists-7.  Also junior 
Stefanie Passman, and freshman Rachel 
Harris have appeared in 1 game, and junior 
goalkeeper Jamie Unkel, who has played 
in 4 games and made 2 saves for a perfect 
1.000, for FDU, currently (6-5)…

FDU’s men’s soccer squad is (5-7), but 
senior defensive standout, Sean Mosser, 
another Sayreville grad, has made his mark.  
In 2011, he was 2nd Team All-Freedom 
Conference for the second consecutive year, 
and also named to the MAC All-Academic 
Team…  

 Morgan’s own Ted Fiorentino coached 
the Middlesex County College girls’ soccer 
team to a respectable (11-7) record in 2011, 
which was his third year at the helm.

Travel Basketball 
League Comes to 

South Amboy
The South Amboy Branch YMCA an-

nounces they will be fielding a Travel Bas-
ketball Team which will run from November 
to February.  The League is open to boys 
and girls ages 10-14.  Team Tryouts will be 
held on Saturday, October 20th at 10am at 
the South Amboy Y, located at 200 John T. 
O’Leary Blvd in South Amboy, NJ.

Two teams will be chosen after the 
tryouts: Co-ed ages 14 and under and Co-ed 
ages 12 and under.  Practices will be held 
twice a week starting in November, and 
games will be played on weekends starting 
in December against Y’s from all over New 
Jersey.  Home games will be played at the 
South Amboy Y, and away games will be 
played at the opposing team’s Y.

Please visit the Welcome Desk of the 
South Amboy YMCA to register.  For more 
information and pricing, contact Mike Man-
fre at 732-316-8208 or visit our website 
www.ymcaofmewsa

Guvs Down Eagles
South Amboy defeated Cardinal Mc-

Carrick/St. Mary’s, 5-2 in the teams’ first 
meeting of the season.  Marvin DeAusen led 
the attack with 2 goals and 2 assists, while 
Ken Vergara had a goal and an assist.  Sean 
Park and Oscar Ayllon scored a goal apiece 
for the Eagles.

The Guvs also captured the Mayor’s Cup 
contest, but no results were available.

Lady Eagles/SA Split Series
In the Mayor’s Cup game, Cardinal 

McCarrick/St. Mary’s girls’ soccer squad 
defeated South Amboy, 3-0 to gain a season-
split with its cross-town rivals.  Madison 
McNally scored 2 goals and Megan Kosa 
scored another for CM, while Nicole Rogan 
and Glenys Biloholowski added an assist 
each, and goalie Jackie Riley racked up a 
terrific shutout as she blocked 8 SA shots.

In the first game between the schools, 

Stephanie Gay blasted in 3 goals to lead South 
Amboy girls’ to a 4-1 triumph over Cardinal 
McCarrick/St. Mary’s.  The Purple & Gold 
carried a 3-0 lead at halftime, but the Lady 
Eagles lit up the scoreboard on a goal by 
Nicole Rogan, who was assisted by Madison 
McNally.  Paulina Musialek scored a goal 
and notched an assist for SA, while teammate 
Amber Carey turned back 8 shots.

The Cardinal McCarrick Lady Eagles Soccer Team and Coach Rich Geishiemer (back far 
riight) celebrate their victory in the Mayor’s Cup game over cross town rivals South Amboy 
HS. (Photo by Brian Stratton) 

Madison McNally number 17 (l) shoots the ball for one of her two goals in the Mayor’s Cup 
game. (Photo by Brian Stratton)

The South Amboy High School Boys Varsity Soccer Team celebrate with Coach Tony G 
(back far right) following their victory over Cardinal McCarrick in the Mayor’s Cup game. 
(Photo by Brian Stratton)

The South Amboy Middle School Soccer teams pose for a photo before heading to the 
field for a game.  Boys Coach Andy Hulsart (back far left) and Girls Coach Nicole Downs 
(back far right) both said the teams are having a great time and are very happy that Middle 
School Sports are back! (Photo by Brian Stratton)

Sacred Heart 
School Fall Flea 

Market
On Saturday, October 20, 2012, in the 

Church Parking Lot, Sacred Heat will hold 
its annual Fall Flea Market. Seeking Craft-
ers, Vendors or anyone who is interested 
in making some cash by selling off their 
treasures. 

Cost is $20 per table or parking spot. 
Table and Table cloth is provided. Call 
Eileen Pabon at 914-255-0231 to reserve 
your spot. 

Middle School Sports Are Back!
South Amboy middle school students 

started the school year, for the first time in 
4 years, being able to tryout for an inter-
scholastic athletic team.  The South Amboy 
Board of Education answered the call of the 
community’s request to reinstate middle 
school sports this year.  Parents and students 
alike were excited over the prospect of being 
able to compete against other area schools 
in athletics.  South Amboy Middle School 
will be offering boys and girls soccer, boys 
and girls basketball, baseball and softball 
this year.

The Board of Education tried to bring 
middle school athletics back two years ago 
by asking the public to approve a second 
question on the school budget.  Even though 
more than 50% voted to reinstate the middle 
school athletic program, the question needed 
a “Super-Majority”, or 60%, in order to pass 
the question, which did not happen.  The 
enthusiasm shown this year by our students 
and coaches is tremendous and South Amboy 
looks forward to having a successful year 
on the playing fields.
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T.H.E. 
Game
Sport-Baseball
Year-1979
Teams-St. Mary’s (11-6-1) vs. Hoffman (16-
2-2) in Game #2 of the City Series.
Recap-Hoffman downed St. Mary’s, 7-2, as 
Mark Wahler blasted an inside-the-park solo 
homer and RBI triple.  Steve Szatkowski 
crashed a 2-run triple, and winning pitcher 
Randy Neumann fired a 6-hitter.
Players-of-the-Game-Wahler,  Szatkowski, 
Neumann.

25 Years Ago
Pelletier Fired A No-

Hitter
1987-Sean Pelletier fired a complete 

game no-hitter to lead St. Mary’s to a 14-2 
romp over New Brunswick Tech.  He struck 
out 12 batters, and received plenty of hitting 
support from Pat Kiernan, who ripped a 
double and drove in 3 runs, Nick Ferraro (3 
RBI), and Frank Paczkowski  (2 RBI).

30 Years Ago
1982-Frank Wahler blasted in an unbe-

lievable 8 goals, to set a school record for 
the Hoffman Governors, as they trounced 
Piscataway Tech.  The record still stands 
today, and will probably last forever. 
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The Local Sports Memory Machine
By Tom Burkard

From The Sports Archives

45 Years Ago
South Amboy Won Carleton

League Championship
1967-South Amboy captured the first-

ever Carleton League championship by shut-
ting out the Mackinnon Giants of Laurence 
Harbor, 7-0 on a strong  4-hitter by Bob 
Keegan.  Manager Dan Lewis and his bril-
liant coach John Lange Sr. built and guided 
this talented team to a fine 11-4 record in 
the 4-team league that also featured the St. 
Bernadette’s Twins and Old Bridge Colts. 

To say that the South Amboy squad was 
“loaded” with talent is an understatement.  
The roster featured 8 players, who in the 
future, would go on to become All-County 
1st team baseball players or All-State choices.  
Tom “Red” Kelly, led the team with 6 home 
runs, and batted .361.  Everyone knows how 
famous he became as manager of the Min-
nesota Twins MLB Club, while leading them 
to World Series Championships in 1987 and 
1991, and last month had his number retired 
by the Twins.  The other 7 superstars were 
Curt Wood, Billy Clayton, Dale Kurowsky, 
Nick Charmello, Bernie Mackiel, Jim Tingle, 
Jimmy Lyons.  In addition to these standout 

athletes, Lewis had 6 players from the 1966 
Mechanicsville Babe Ruth League champi-
onship team that (also won the crown in ’64 
and ’65), Kelly, Tingle, Tom Ruszala, Ray 
Leonard, Joe Jaskowiak, and Tom Burkard.  
On the SA Carleton club, outside of Kelly, 
the rest of the Mechanicsville group saw 
very limited playing time.

The team’s top batting averages were: 
Vince Zebro .483, Tony Ruszala .444, Wood 
.414, Kurowsky .407, Joe Noble .400, Kelly 
.361, Dan Hansell .350, Charmello .345, 
Mackiel .333. 

Joe “Jesko” Jaskowiak recalled blast-
ing the only home run of his baseball career 
against St. Bernadette’s, “I always saw the 
ball better at that field, and I hit it like a line 
drive and it got out quick.  When I touched 
home plate, I said, that’s one for me.”

The ready-reserve also included Fred 
Henry, Tom Downs, Jack O’Connor, Steve 
Skarzysnki, Andy Tanchyk and Mike Ro-
man. 

1943-The talented St. Mary’s baseball team had a small schedule, finishing with a (6-4) 
record.  Pictured top row (l-r) Joe Quinlan, Ray Creed, Jay Fuller, Coach Rich Ryan, John 
Zebro, Joe Lochs, Frank Norek, Jim McNamara.  Middle row (l-r) Rich Schultz, Ray Downs, 
Jim Kenny, Tom McKeon, Jack Massing, ?, Vince Nebus, Joe Kilcomins.  Bottom row (l-r) 
Bob Fleming, Jerry Kelly, Reggie Carney.  (Photo/names courtesy of Frank Norek)

Glory Days 
In Local 
Sports

1958-Tom “Red” 
Michaels scored 2 touch-
downs on a 1-yd. plunge, 
and a 90-yd. run in the third 
quarter, to lead Sayreville 
to a 27-20 football victory 
over Brick Twp.  Charley 
Skwira added a nice 33-yd. TD run, and 
Matt Zalewski scored on a 10-yd. jaunt.   
1966-Hoffman clubbed Croydon Hall, 13-1 
behind a stellar 15-strikeout 2-hitter by Curt 
Wood.  Billy Clayton smacked 2 singles and 
a triple, and Frank Chonsky laced 2 hits.  In 
the 8-run third inning, Leo Dohan stroked 
2 hits for the Guvs.  1975-Winning pitcher 
Tom Billich fired an 8-0 shutout over Perth 
Amboy St. Mary’s.  Joe “Moose” McCarthy 
ripped a single and double to drive in 3.  
Jack Conlon drilled 3 hits and had an RBI.   
1984-St. Mary’s beat Green Brook, 4-2 
in baseball action.  Winning pitcher Mark 
Daskiewicz hurled a 5-hitter, struck out 7, 
and hit a double.  Jeff Pacansky pounded a 
2-run single.  1995-Sayreville girls’ tennis 
team shutout Piscataway 5-0.  The singles 
winners were Danielle Sautner, Elise Givand, 
and Dana Bender.  The doubles teams of 
Tara Eisener-Janine Campbell; Adrienne 
Campbell-Nancy Protasenia also romped to 
victories.  2001-Cardinal McCarrick blasted 
Sussex Tech, 33-0.  Chris Dobrowolski had 
TD runs of 8 and 16 yards, Yare Kozlowski 
raced 35-yards with an interception for a 
score, Billy Wagner recovered a fumble and 
returned it 53 yards for a TD, and Kennealy 
added a 3-yard touchdown.

The Fabulous Forties

65 Years Ago
1947-Columbus Day Classic
In the Annual Columbus Day Classic, 

St. Mary’s romped over Hoffman, 26-0.  
Halfback Alfie O’Connor raced around left 
end for a first quarter touchdown.  In the 
second quarter, quarterback Bob Kenny 
fired a TD pass to Jerry Hoban, and fullback 
Jack McKeon raced for a 12-yard touch-
down.  McKeon then passed to Jack Noble 
for the extra point, and the Eagles led 19-0 
at halftime.  There was no scoring in the 
third stanza, although Ray Stockton had the 
longest run in the game, breaking loose for 
45 yards.  Kenny found Hoban again with 
another TD strike, and McKeon hit Hoban 
with a pass for the extra point and final score.  
Hoban turned in a sparkling performance, 
accounting for 13 points or half of the Blue 
& Gold scoring. 

Peto Update & More
Last month’s issue on former St. Mary’s 

teacher/boys basketball coach/minor league 
baseball player, Walt Peto caught the atten-
tion of one of his former players, Eagles 
great Ted Krzyzanowski, who told us Peto 
worked in the education field at Toms River 
North for many years, and in 2009, retired as 
District AD for Toms River Regional Board 
of Education.

Ted also mentioned that Don Coveleski, 
who coached the Eagles’ legendary basket-
ball team during the 1968-69 season coached 
at Stony Brook College for a few years, and 
later taught and coached at Wayne Valley 
HS in New Jersey.

2003-Miguel Cabrera (l) is pictured during his rookie season with his manager, South 
Amboy native, Jack McKeon when they were both with the Florida Marlins.   McKeon’s 
Marlins went on to beat the New York Yankees in the ’03 World Series.  Cabrera achieved 
one of the most difficult feats in baseball this year, winning the Triple Crown while starring 
for the Detroit Tigers.
In a recent interview with Tom Burkard, Publisher of The SA Times, Jack said, “That’s 
outstanding that he won!  I’m happy for him.  He’s a great kid, and was a key to us winning 
the World Series.  I managed him for 3 years, and he is certainly a unique guy.  Something 
good would happen every time he came to the plate.  He was a catalyst and really good 
in the clutch.  My first recollection of Miguel was when we put him in left field, and he had 
never played the outfield before, and was 0-for-4, but in the bottom of the 10th inning, he 
blasted a walk-off home run, and was on his way to greatness.” (Photo by Tom Burkard)

Movie Matinee
Join us at Sayreville Public Library 

for our monthly movie matinee on Friday, 
October 26th from 2:00 to 4:00PM. Enjoy 
popular first run movie hits on our new 
84” x 84” screen and fresh popcorn from 
our popcorn machine! Watch a movie and 
meet fellow movie enthusiasts!  Check out 
our October feature on our website, www.
sayrevillelibrary.org or call Alaina at 732-
727-0212 x25 or email her at alainad@
lmxac.org for more information. ADULTS 
ONLY, please! 

“Hug Drive” Stuffed 
Animal Collection

Donate your new and very ‘gently’ 
used stuffed animals for Loving Hugs Inc. 
to donate to children in war-torn countries, 
orphanages, and areas affected by natural 
disasters.  You can drop-off your donations 
on Oct. 27th from 3-5 p.m., and Oct. 28th from 
10 a.m. to 12 p.m.,  at St. Stan’s Church, 225 
MacArthur Ave., Sayreville.  For more info, 
contact Tommy Malik at: tommymalik@
gmail.com or visit www.lovinghugs.org

1967 Carleton League Champions-This talented South Amboy team captured the first-
ever Carleton League championship.  Top row (l-r) Joe Noble, Billy Clayton, Vince Zebro, 
Danny Hansell, Mike Roman, Tom Downs, Joe Jaskowiak.  Middle row (l-r) Curt Wood, 
Bob Keegan, Tom Burkard, Jack O’Connor, Nick Charmello, Andy Tanchyk, Tony Ruszala.  
Bottom row (l-r) Coach John Lange, Ray Leonard, Tom Ruszala, Tom Kelly, Charlie Lange 
(Batboy), Danny J. Lewis (Batboy), Steve Skarzynski, Manager Daniel Lewis.  Missing from 
photo: Dale Kurowsky and Jim Tingle.
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Joe Kelly (l) visited his big brother Tom Kelly (r) in Minnesota for the very special “Tom Kelly 
Day” during which Tom’s uniform number was retired by the Twins organization.  (Photo 
courtesy of Joe Kelly)

25 Years Ago:  Kelly’s Minnesota Twins
Won World Series Championship

By Tom Burkard
1987-What local baseball fan could ever  

forget the amazing run by manager Tom 
“T.K.” Kelly’s miracle Minnesota Twins in 
1987, as they overcame all odds to capture 
the World Series Championship in 7 games 
over the St. Louis Cardinals.

South Amboy/Sayreville’s Kelly, who 
starred for St. Mary’s HS in baseball and 
basketball, where he graduated in 1968, 
played in the minor leagues for 13 years, and 
got a brief “cup of coffee” with the Twins in 
’75, playing 49 games.  Following his play-
ing career, he managed in the minors for 4 
years, doing very well, and was promoted 
to a coaching position with Minnesota’s big 
league club.  In ’86, he took over as manager 
at the end of the season, for a Twins club 
that was in bad shape and needed a change 
of leadership.  The front office was very 
impressed with T.K.’s 23-game (12-11) trial 
as manager, and brought him back in 1987. 
The rest is history, as he guided the club to 
an 85-77, .525 record, and on to the ALCS, 
upsetting the Detroit Tigers in 5 games.   
Detroit had the best record in baseball, 98-64, 
.605, but the Twins weren’t fazed, and blew 
them away.   The Twins rose to the occasion, 
and went on to beat the Cardinals, 4 games 
to 3 in a thrilling World Series, to become 
Minnesota’s first World Series champions 
in history.  In addition, Kelly became the 

fifth rookie manager in MLB history to win 
the World Series, and was honored by be-
ing selected as the 1987 American League 
Manager of the Year.

Some of the biggest names on the ’87 
champions were: Kirby Puckett, Frank Viola, 
Bert Blyleven, Kent Hrbek, Gary Gaetti, and 
Dan Gladden. 

Tom, is a brilliant baseball man, who 
knows the game inside-out, and managed 
most of the ’87 Twins in the minor leagues.   
He was familiar with their personalities, 
abilities, work ethics, etc., and the players 
loved playing for him.  He had a way of 
bonding and getting the most he possibly 
could out of the young and talented Min-
nesota kids. 

He certainly has made his mark in 
Minnesota Twins history, and to this day  is 
highly-respected by everyone in Minnesota.  
When you enter the Twins clubhouse, the first 
thing you see written in silver letters above 
the doors leading to the players-only area of 
the room is a TK quote, “We’re all in this 
boat together.  Everybody, grab an oar.”

Tom Kelly retired from managing the 
Twins in 2001, finishing with a career record 
of 1,140-1,244.

Last month, the Minnesota Twins hon-
ored Tom with a special “Tom Kelly Day,” 
and retired his uniform.

Baseball Hall of Famer Rod Carew (l) and Tom Kelly (r) get a chuckle from one of the speakers  
at “Tom Kelly Day” in Minnesota.  (Photo courtesy of the Minnesota Twins Baseball Club)

Twins Retire Kelly’s Number 10
By Tom Burkard

The Minnesota Twins Major League 
Baseball Club honored its greatest manager 
in history, Tom Kelly, by retiring his uniform 
number 10 on Sept. 8th during a pregame 
celebration when the Twins hosted the 
Cleveland Indians.

Kelly, a former Sayreville/South Am-
boy resident and ’68 St. Mary’s HS gradu-
ate, became the seventh Twin to have his 
number retired.  He joins Hall-of-Famer 
(HOF) Harmon Killebrew #3, (HOF) Rod 
Carew #29, Tony Oliva #6, Kent Hrbek #14, 
(HOF) Kirby Puckett #34, and (HOF) Bert 
Blyleven #28.

Minnesota  CEO Jim Pohlad said that, 
“Few if any individuals have had as much 

direct impact on the success of the Twins 
franchise as Tom Kelly.” 

“TK” as he was affectionately known 
by his players, managed the only two World 
Series champions in Minnesota history, in 
1987, and 1991.

The speakers for the event were former 
Twins GM Andy MacPhail, Hrbek, manager 
Ron Gardenhire, owner Jim Pohlad and 
Kelly.  The first 10,000 fans at the game 
received a complimentary souvenir mini-oar 
with a Kelly quote, “We’re all in this boat 
together.  Everybody grab an oar.”

Congratulations, Tom on an amazing 
career!
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In last month’s issue, under “Did You Know,” we mentioned that the South Amboy Trust 
Company held a grand opening in 1963 for its new drive-in window, which they advertised 
as “South Amboy’s first drive-in bank.”  
In this rare photo from 1963, the 1st Drive-In-Teller, Claire E. Dexheimer (l) is pictured with 
Patricia Zielinski.  (Photo by South Amboy’s legendary, great photographer James Tedesco, 
was submitted by a reader)

South Amboy, Third Ward Council candidate, 
Zusette Dato and South Amboy Second 
Ward Councilwoman, Christine Noble, were 
honored and endorsed by the Middlesex 
County Federation of Democratic Women, at 
the Organization’s meeting in East Brunswick 
on October 3rd. Both Zusette and Christine 
were identified as highly qualified candidates, 
worthy of the Federation’s support and 
endorsement.
Pictured, is Zusette Dato  (l) and Christine 
Noble (r) accompanied by Assemblyman 
and NJ State Democratic Chairman, John 
S. Wisniewski (c), who was guest speaker 
at the event. (Photo/info Submitted)

Internet for 
Beginners

Learn how to surf websites and find 
information on the Internet at Sayreville 
Public Library on Monday, Nov. 19 from 
6:00 to 8:00PM. First preference goes to 
Sayreville patrons who have not taken this 
class before. You must know how to use the 
mouse already to take this class. For more 
information or to register, email Alaina at 
alainad@lmxac.org, or call her at 732-727-
0212 x25. Adults only, please.
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WWW.?

Do you know what this structure was and where it was located?  Let us know at: satimes@
aol.com.

PRayER TO ST. JUDE
(To be said when problems arise or when one 

seems to be deprived of all visible help, on far cases 
almost despaired of). Most holy Apostle St. Jude, 
faithful servant and friend of Jesus, the church honors 
and invokes you universally as the patron of hopeless 
cases, of things almost despaired of, pray for me, I 
am so helpless and alone. Make use I implore you of 
that particular privilege given to you, to bring visible 
and speedy help where help is almost despaired of. 
Come to my assistance in this great need that I may 
receive the consolation and help of heaven in all my 
necessities, tribulations, and sufferings., and that I 
may praise God with you and all the elect forever.  I 
promise O Blessed St. Jude, to be ever mindful of this 
great favor, to always honor you as my special and 
powerful patron, and to gratefully encourage devotion 
to you. Amen.  Thank You St. Jude. -E.P..

Dear Editor,
The “Mystery Pho-
to” in the most 
recent SA Times 
is the conces-
sion stand at the 
Morgan AA field.  
That is what it was 
when I lived there until 1986!  Great 
memories of great tournaments and penny 
candy!
Jeanne Holt Stahlecker
(Formerly of Morgan)
Lehigh Valley, PA

Tom,
When I was a kid around 45 years ago 
(1967), there was a fallen, huge, riveted, steel 
structure, laying face down in the 40 Horses 
Woods at the end of Parker Ave., where the 
“new” homes now sit, East of Midland Ave.  
Also, there were several survey and or U.S. 
Government markers on the hillside, in the 

woods, to the right at the dead end of Luke 
St. that sort of led to this fallen structure.  
Looking back, at one time those woods were 
likely clear cut because as I recall, from the 
time the trees in there could have only been 

about 30-40 years old, at most.
Does anybody have any idea, or pictures of 
what all this stuff was, and what it was for?  

My dad speculated it had something to do 
with WW II coastal defenses, but growing up 
in Tangletown in Sayreville, his knowledge 
on the subject was quite limited.  
I recalled this thing in 40 Horses years ago 
when reading about a radar defense system 
in Alaska working as an early warning site 
against a Soviet air attack.
Do any SA Times readers have any ideas?  
What do you think?
Chalk it up to “nagging” childhood mys-
teries.
Best Wishes,
Matthew Prusik, Jr., Esq.
South Amboy

September Winners
Last month’s WWW.? was a pretty 

easy one for most contestants.  The correct 
answer is any of the following: Thomas 
Pollando Complex refreshment stand in 
Morgan on Woodland Ave.; Snack Bar at 
Morgan AA Field; Formerly Morgan AA 
concession stand, now known as Sayreville 
AA concession stand.

Incorrect answers were: the Boat Club 
snack bar; Morgan Panthers concession 
stand.

The winners who correctly identified the 
structure are: Chuck Pickard, Marian Mills, 
Pat & Bill Scully, Michael Greenhaus, Jim 
Sissick, Estelle Pluskota, Peggy & Steve 
Yuhas, Madeline Bulman Pirro, Matthew 
Prusik Jr., Courtney Welsh, Nick Weber, 
Jeanne Holt Stahlecker, Joe Prusik, Carol 
Johnson, Charlotte Sadowski, John Harris, 
W. Tom Kross.  Congratulations to all!

Chocolate Tasting 
and Silent Auction 
to Benefit South 
Amboy Library

Sample delicious chocolate treats and 
help the South Amboy library purchase new 
computers. 

On Sunday, October 21, 2012, the 
Dowdell Library Foundation will host a 
Chocolate Tasting and Silent Auction from 
2:00 – 5:00 pm at the South Amboy Y.

2 Chicks with Chocolate and Raritan 
Bakery will co-sponsors this unique event, 
where participants will sample chocolate 
delicacies of all kinds. Along with our spon-
sors, our generous donors include Gertrude 
Hawk, Harold’s, LaBonbonniere, Maureen’s 
Candy, Melting Pot, Sipo’s Bakery, Thomas 
Sweet, Valrhona Chocolates and more. 

Specialty gift baskets, gift cards from 
local vendors and restaurants, and event 
tickets are just a few of the items on hand 
for the silent auction. All proceeds benefit 
the library.

Advance tickets are on sale now at 
the Dowdell Library. The cost is $10 for 
adults and $5 for children.  Tickets will 
also available at the door.  Don’t miss this 
one-of-a-kind chocolate tasting experience 
and support the Library.

The Dowdell Library Foundation is a 
501 (c)(3) non-profit organization.   Dona-
tions are tax deductible.  For more informa-
tion please contact info@Dowdellfounda-
tion.org or call 732-316-1078 .

Gift Discovery Workshop
The OLV Stewardship Council in con-

junction with the Diocese of Metuchen Office 
of Stewardship is offering a Gifts Discovery 
Workshop on Saturday, October 27, 2012 
from 9AM – Noon in the lower church. All 
adults of the parish are welcome to attend 
this insightful workshop. You will learn 
what Scripture and Tradition teach us about 
giftedness. You will discover ways your gifts 

might be used in the family, community, 
workplace and especially, in the parish. 
You will also recognize and celebrate the 
abundance of gifts in Our Lady of Victories 
faith community. 

To register, either fill out the Gift Dis-
covery form found at the doors of the church 
or contact at Teri at 732-727-7639. 

Thank You
Advertisers, 

Writers, 
Readers & 

Everyone for 
21 Great 
Years & 

Hopefully 
Many More!

The SA Times
Publisher 

 Tom Burkard
 Associate 
Publisher 

 Brian Stratton
and the SA 
Times Staff.
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Catch Of The Summer-Stephen Liberty of South Amboy caught this huge 43-pound striped 
bass near Asbury Park in July.  (Photo/info submitted by Barbara Liberty)

HALLOWEEN 
PET PHOTOS & 
HARVEST BAKE 

SALE 
Sayreville Pet Adoption Center, 1400 

Main Street in Sayreville, will offer Hal-
loween pet photos on Saturday, October 
20 from 12 Noon to 4 PM. Bring your pet 
in costume and choose an “Autumn” or 
“Spooky” setting for your poses and receive 
a high-quality digital photo in a Halloween 
framefolder for only $8 or two for $15.  In 
addition, a Harvest Bake Sale with a wide 
array of homemade goodies will be avail-
able.  Complimentary coffee and cider will 
be included.  All proceeds benefit the shelter 
pets.  For more information phone event 
coordinator AnneMarie at (908) 420-7012 or 
the shelter at (732) 727-3895 or visit online 
at  sayreville.petfinder.com.

The James 
O’Connor Recovery 

Fund 
On Sunday, November 4, 2012, at 

10:00am, there will be the James O’Connor 
Recovery Fundraiser at the Ancient Order 
of Hibernians Hall in South Amboy. This 
fundraiser is a HALLOWEEN Themed 
5K walk/run that will begin promptly at 
10:00am. Registration and Check-In begin 
at 9:15 outside the Hibernian’s hall.  The 5K 
Entry Fee is $35 and includes breakfast, a 
post-race luncheon and a “Team Jim” t-shirt. 
If you do not wish to race, please join us 
at the luncheon, which begins at 11:00am. 
Admission to the luncheon is $25. Don’t 
forget your costumes! We will have a small 
tricky tray (donations appreciated), door 
prizes and will be selling tickets to win an 
iPod. Please park in St. Mary’s High School 
parking lot on Second Street.  All proceeds 
go to the James O’Connor Recovery Fund. If 
you have any questions, please call Meaghan 
Campbell, (848)702-3917. 
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Email for Beginners
Learn how to create a free Yahoo email 

address and use the basic features of email 
at Sayreville Public Library on Monday, Nov. 
26 from 6:00 to 8:00PM. First preference 
goes to Sayreville patrons who have not 
taken this class before. You must know 
how to use the mouse and have a basic 
understanding of how to use the keyboard 
to take this course. For more information 
or to register, contact Alaina at alainad@
lmxac.org or call 732-727-0212 x25. Adults 
only, please.

a PRayER FOR HEaLING
Lord, you invited all who are burdened to come to 

You. Allow your healing hand to heal me. Touch my soul 
with Your compassion for others. Touch my heart with Your 
courage and infinite love for all. Touch my mind with Your 
wisdom, that my mouth may always proclaim Your praise. 
Teach me to reach out to You in my need. Help me to lead 
others to You by my example. Most loving heart of Jesus, 
bring me health in my body and spirit so that I may serve 
You with all my strength. Touch gently with this life that 
you have created. Amen  -T.B.

Zombie Fest 
October is right around the corner, and 

with it brings Halloween. On Monday, Octo-
ber 29th, the Dowdell Library will be hosting 
a Zombie Fest Halloween Party at 6:30 pm 
for all ages. Come in dressed as your best 
Zombie, best costume will win a prize. There 
will also be refreshments, and Zombie mov-
ies to watch. On Monday, October 22nd, we 
will also be showing Madagascar 3 at 5:45 
pm. In honor of Teen Read Week October 
14th to 20th, the Library will be having a 
Hunger Games Contest. For every two YA 
books that are taken out, teens can enter for 
a chance to win a Hunger Games necklace 
in honor of the Hunger Games coming out 
on DVD.

Need homework help? Don’t forget to 
ask the librarians. Free online resources on 
the library’s web page make report writing 
easy!
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Trip To Lancaster, 
PA

Trinity United Methodist Church, 815 
Bordentown Ave., South Amboy is hosting a 
trip to Sight and Sound Theater in Lancaster, 
PA on Sat., Nov. 17th and will be leaving the 
church parking lot at 12:45 p.m.  Cost is $110 
per person and includes round trip bus, 4:15 
p.m. showing of “Jonah,” and dinner at Good 
& Plenty Restaurant.  To reserve seats call 
Lori at 732-763-6232. 

Big Plant!  This jumbo-size, 15-foot Castor Bean plant was grown by Tom Rogers in 
South Amboy.  Pictured is Tom’s father, Ken Rogers, a former South Amboy Councilman/
Businessman.  (Photo submitted)

Writers Wanted
Do you write mysteries?  Are you look-

ing for like-minded writers with whom to 
critique and network?  New writers group is 
now forming in the Sayreville/South Amboy 
area.  You don’t have to be published, but 
your writing skill should at least be at the 
intermediate level.  For more info, please 
write to Shelly at:  TheHeroine@aol.com 
with “Writers Wanted” in the subject line.
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30 Years Ago: St. Mary’s Wins Title
Part 1

(Story Submtted)
It was 30 years ago this month that 

one of South Amboy’s most accomplished 
high school sports teams concluded its 
most dominant season, bringing home a 
state championship after its second straight 
undefeated regular season.

Surely you remember this team, which 
finished second among Middlesex County 
teams in 1982. It was led by two athletes 
who earned First-Team, All-Middlesex 
County honors, and a third who won First-
Team All-Middlesex selection the previous 
season. Its coach was named Middlesex 
County Coach of the Year in only his second 
year at the helm.

Still not sure? Don’t feel bad. In a town 
whose high schools have produced more 
than their share of championship teams in 
a proud sports history spanning several de-
cades and generations, the 1982 St. Mary’s 
High School (now Cardinal McCarrick) girls 
cross country team may be the most talented 
group of local athletes to win a state title that 
no one remembers.

That may be because cross country isn’t 
a sport that draws a lot of attention to itself. 
There are no giant scoreboards, no slam-
dunks or home runs or touchdown passes. 
It is, by design, a controlled, methodical 
pursuit that saves its highlight-reel moments 
for the final 30 seconds. That’s when, after 
fighting a three-mile mental and physical 
battle to stay within reach of first place, 
the runners turn for the finish in a fatigue-
defying sprint over the final tenth of a mile 
that will ultimately decide the outcome of 
the race based on the order of finish of each 
team’s top five competitors. The individual 
places of the team’s top five competitors are 
added together for a combined team score. 
Teams win by having the lowest combined 
team score. 

Or it may be that, unlike the more 
mainstream sports such as football, baseball 
and basketball, there just isn’t much fanfare 
when a cross country team hoists a trophy, 
no matter how deserving it may be. Or, in the 
case of this accomplished group of runners, 
a bunch of trophies. 

Just as cross country runners don’t be-
come champions overnight – and certainly 
not before long miles and months of training 
logged – the 1982 championship didn’t just 
fall into place that season. It was two years 
in the making.

Allison Carew (Second-Team All-Mid-
dlesex County) and Karen Waltz (All-County 
Honorable Mention) came in as freshmen and 

were the cornerstones of a vastly improved 
1980 team that placed a respectable 12th (out 
of 21 teams) in the Middlesex County meet. 
Carew finished 12th in the Middlesex County 
meet among approximately 150-200 run-
ners, earning Second Team, All-Middlesex 
County honors. Waltz placed 20th in the same 
race earning All-County Honorable Mention.
Waltz and Carew placed 1-2 in the Central 
Valley Conference meet as St. Mary’s placed 
second, to Hoffman.

The 1981 team then gained even more 
talent and depth en route to establishing itself 
as viable contenders in a highly competitive 
Middlesex County landscape. Sophomore 
newcomer Jeanne Radwanski and freshman 
Janice Reilly joined the team and contributed 
immediately. In addition, the already deep 
team got a significant boost with the clos-
ing of St. Mary’s High of Perth Amboy the 
previous spring, which prompted a standout 
runner from Perth Amboy named Virginia 
Zaleski – a Second-team, All-County pick the 
previous season – to transfer to St. Mary’s 
South Amboy. The Eagles program also 
benefitted greatly from another “transfer” 
– Ed Fitzgerald, a veteran track and cross 
coach, came over from St. Mary’s Perth 
with Zaleski to become head coach in South 
Amboy. 

Carew, a sophomore, and Zaleski, then a 
junior, provided a powerful one-two for the 
Eagles. The Eagles breezed through their 
regular-season schedule with a 10-0 record 
and claimed the Central Valley Conference 
title. They also won the CVC meet – with 
Zaleski and Carew finishing 1-2 – and placed 
fourth in the State Group I meet. Carew and 
Zaleski placed sixth and seventh respectively 
in the Middlesex County meet to earn First-
Team, All-Middlesex County honors. 

“Fellow teammate Virginia Zaleski and 
I ran the entire race together to place in the 
top seven,” Carew recalls. “I’ll never forget 
the sprint at the end. I can still see Mr. Fitz, 
at the turn, before the stretch, cheering us on. 
It was grueling, but so rewarding. It came 
with publicity, pictures in the paper and a 
great sense of accomplishment and pride. It 
was one of those memorable life experiences 
for me. Truly a ‘glory day.’” 

Radwanski also placed 11th in the County 
meet and earned Second-Team selection as 
the St. Mary’s placed third overall.

With all of its top runners returning, the 
stage was set for an even more memorable 
1982 season.

Members of the 1982 St. Mary’s High girls cross country team include: (standing, from left) 
Coach Ed Fitzgerald, Cindy Caldon, Virginia Zaleski, Allison Carew, Elizabeth Wykpisz, 
Mary Beth Christiansen, Eileen Murphy, Karen Scupp, Lisa Harrigan, (Bottom, from left) 
Ellen Patterson, Beth Alai, Susan Slutter, Noelle Jimenez, Jeanne Radwanski and Janice 
Reilly.
Not pictured: Margaret Piccolo, manager Christine Brown, Jennifer Somers, Maureen 
Flannery, Ann Cunningham, Eileen Brown and Lisa Cella. (Photo Submitted)

(To be continued in next issue)
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HALLOWEEN, 
1950’S STYLE

By Elaine Holton Scott
Halloween just isn’t as exciting as it used 

to be.  That’s my opinion, anyway.  Growing 
up in the ‘50s and ‘60s, Halloween had been 
the most eagerly awaited night of the year. 
Even our Christmas gifts, far, far fewer than 
what children receive today, didn’t give us 
as much pleasure as our candy-packed trick 
or treat bags.  Having earned every piece of 
it by going door to door had helped make 
those sugary treats taste even better.

Unlike now, Halloween costumes were 
secondary in importance.  In a pinch, a cheap, 
old plastic face mask was okay.  The main 
Halloween “accessory” was the trick or treat 
bag.   Big store shopping bags with handles 
or pillowcases were the best.  Those plastic 
orange pumpkins so popular now wouldn’t 
have worked for us, as we would have had 
to empty them over and over again to hold 
all the candy we had gotten.  

Candy…Halloween had been all about 
getting free candy…sugar-packed gum, too.  
The many visits to dentist offices later in life 
were proof we surely got plenty of it:  Hershey 
Bars, Reese’s Peanut Butter Cups, M&Ms, 5th 
Avenues, Sugar Daddy Pops, Sugar Babies, 
Milky Ways, Mars Bars, Bit O’ Honey, Clark 
Bars, Powerhouse, Tootsie Rolls, Baby Ruth, 
Butterfingers, Chuckles, Mounds, Almond 
Joy, Necco Wafers, Raisonettes, Good & 
Plenty, Turkish Taffy, Malt Balls (or Moth 
Balls, as we so often called them), Root 
Beer Barrels, Sweet Tarts, Hot Dog Gum, 
Charleston Chews, Bazooka Bubble Gum, 
Caramels, Candy Cigarettes, JuJu Beads, and 
Mary Janes were just some of them. 

In the 1950’s and on through the ‘60s, it 
could easily be said “sugar was king.”  All the 
endless varieties of salted snacks filling our 
store shelves today weren’t around years ago, 
so, candy had very little competition.  It was 
also cheap, just like chocolate was.  In 1900, 
Hershey Corporation set the standard price 
for candy bars at 5 cents, and all the other 
candy companies did the same.  As the years 
passed, only Mounds and Almond Joys cost 
a dime, but they were bigger.  If you didn’t 
have a nickel, just a penny could buy a piece 
of candy, sometimes, two of them.

60 years ago, the power of TV com-
mercials was being felt for the very first time 
as families across our nation began owning 
television sets. While cigarette and beer 
commercials targeted adults, the same was 
done with candy targeting children.  Even 
the “new” pre-sweetened dry cereals, like 
Sugar Smacks, with their over-the-top sugar 
contents, were marketed as being good for 
kids.  It wasn’t any surprise that we, children, 
not only loved sweets…we had obviously 
been addicted to them.

Halloween, like everything else since 
those years of long ago, has changed.  Person-
ally, I think it all began in 1956 when Crest 
aired its first of many, “Look, Ma!!!  No cavi-
ties!!!” commercials.  Little by little, social 
awareness and education for proper toothcare 
started gaining momentum throughout our 
country.  When Hershey Corporation raised 5 
cent candy bars to a dime on November 23rd, 
1969, the long running era of cheap candy 
was ending.  Halloween 1950’s style was 
soon to become a “sweet” memory.

HAPPY HALLOWEEN, EVERY-
ONE!!

Halloween Show 
Join Piccirillo at the Sayreville Public 

Library for a spectacular show!  Learn about 
the concept matter and how it changes from 
one state to another.  You will see popping 
potions, buckets of fog, smoke filled bubbles 
and more! Ages 5 & up, younger siblings 
welcome however, they must be closely 
supervised by parent/caregiver. Tuesday, 
October 30 at 6:30PM.

Wear your costumes! Sayreville card-
holders only please. Register online by 
visiting: www.sayrevillelibrary.org – click 
the “Events” tab or for more information 
call 732-727-0212 ext. 26.
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The American Legion Post #62 and The South Amboy Elks Lodge #784, held a 9/11 
joint Memorial Service on 9/11/12 at the American Legion. (Photos/info submitted by 
Phyllis Letteriello)

The Friends of Middlesex County Charity Golf Classic presented a check for $2,500 to 
the Middlesex County College Center for Veterans Services. This gift will help the center 
extend services to military veterans and service members studying at the College. From left, 
Leonard J. Roseman, chairman, Middlesex County Improvement Authority; Jason Conway 
of Provident Bank, the event’s main sponsor; Middlesex County College President Joann 
La Perla-Morales; David Brimmer, director of the Center for Veterans Services; and Chip 
Wieczorek of Provident Bank.(Photo Submitted)

Pictured is of David Brimmer, director of the MCC Center for Veterans Services (left), 
and David Lazaro, an MCC student and a member of the New Jersey Air National Guard.  
(Photo/Storyy Submitted)

Middlesex County College Awarded 
Military Title 

G.I. Jobs, the premier magazine for 
military personnel transitioning into civilian 
life, has named Middlesex County College 
to the coveted Military Friendly Schools® 
list. The list honors the top 15 percent of col-
leges, universities and trade schools that are 
doing the most to embrace America’s military 
service members, veterans and spouses and 
ensure their success on campus.

“Inclusion on the 2013 list of Military 
Friendly Schools shows Middlesex County 
College’s commitment to providing a sup-
portive environment for military students,” 
said Sean Collins, director of G.I. Jobs. “As 
interest in education grows we’re thrilled 
to provide the military community with 
transparent, world-class resources to assist 
in their search for schools.”

The Military Friendly Schools website, 
www.militaryfriendlyschools.com, features 
the list, as well as interactive and search tools 
to help military students find the best school 
to suit their unique needs and preferences. 
The 1,739 colleges, universities and trade 

schools on this year’s list exhibit leading 
practices in the recruitment and retention of 
students with military experience.

David Brimmer, director of Middlesex 
County College’s Center for Veterans Servic-
es, said inclusion on the list is an honor.

“Our center is committed to providing 
student veterans with all the tools they need 
to succeed at MCC,” he said. “Our purpose is 
to help our student veterans make a smooth 
transition to college life, to make sure they 
use the educational benefits to which they are 
entitled, and to make their college experience 
rewarding and productive. We offer various 
methods of support to student veterans and 
current service members alike. And the center 
is a place where veterans can relax between 
classes and socialize with each other.”

The list of Military Friendly Schools 
was compiled through extensive research 
and a data-driven survey of more than 
12,000 schools approved by the Veterans 
Administration.

Play Is A Powerful Promoter Of Family 
Health And Well-Being

Mike Manfre, Physical Director, South 
Amboy Branch YMCA

In today’s goal-oriented society, the no-
tion of play can seem a frivolous pursuit for 
some.   Physical activity is often perceived 
as athletics, exercise or “working out.”   But, 
experts agree, play can and should be em-
braced by family members of all ages.

Families can develop stronger bonds 
when they share common experiences.   
Physical activity is a positive experience 
that families can share as they improve their 
overall health.   Kids and parents who play 
in a physically active way are healthier and 
happier.   Studies suggest playing, just for 
the sake of movement and enjoyment and 
interaction, boots self-esteem, builds healthy 
relationships and contributes to a physical 
health and well-being.

In conjunction with Healthy Family 
Home, the South Amboy Branch YMCA 
offers helpful tips to make play part of every 
day and an important component of healthy 
families.  First, adults must embrace the 
health and well-being benefits of play, which 
include increased energy levels; improved 
sleep patterns; better concentration at work 
or school; family connectedness; improved 
self-esteem, and stronger, healthier bodies.

How can busy families put more play 
in their days?

Spend at least 20 minutes doing some-
thing physically active as a family, ideally 
outdoors.   Play fetch with the dog, a game 
of tag before dinner, play in the leaves or 
build a snowman before starting homework.  
Take a family bike ride to the bank or post 
office.

Schedule family recess time by putting 
play on the weekly schedule, just like soccer 
games and piano practice.   Block out time 
for a trip to the park playground or a family 
trip to the pool.  Shoot hoops, jump rope, 
play hopscotch in the driveway.

Count each effort no matter how large 
or small.  Take quick breaks in-between 
chores, meal preparation, and homework 
to dance or run around the house.   Create 
a play jar allowing each family member to 
put in desired fun activities for weekends or 
other days off.   Turn chore time into play 
time.   Crank up the stereo for a Saturday 
clean the house party.  

 By continuing to put play in their day, 
families will be reaping the benefits of 
healthy living together!

Thrift Shop Open
Trinity United Methodist Church, 815 

Bordentown Ave., South Amboy announced 
that its Thrift Shop is now open Tuesdays, 
Thursdays, and Saturdays from 9 a.m. to 12 
noon.  Drop offs are welcome anytime.

Halloween Dinner 
Dance

St. Thomas the Apostle Knights of Co-
lumbus Council #4815 of Old Bridge will 
hold its Annual Halloween Dinner Dance 
on Sat., Oct. 27 from 7:30-11:30 p.m.  Cost 
is $25 per person (in advance only).  For 
complete details call 732-251-0970.
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Fishing Flashes 
By Teo “Weebles” Weber

Salt Water
Fluke season ended September 28th. The 

fish were moving out. Fluke were caught but 
the fishing was spotty.  I made two surf fishing 
trips to LBI. One trip ay Spray beach, I caught 
Spots and Blowfish, three small Sand Sharks 
and two good sized Kingfish in somewhat 
snotty conditions. My second trip to the south 
end at Holgate resulted in only one Spot and 
a few nibbles. Nasty conditions forced me 
to quit early.  The other people fishing near 
me came up empty handed too.   Off our lo-
cal beaches there is a good showing of real 
small Kingfish and of course Spots.  I saw 
quite a few of these near Lawrence Harbor 
a few nights.  I even saw someone catch a 
very small Black Drum about 8 inches long.  
Bluefish off the bay beaches in our area is 
slow, but a big storm could change that.  If 
you want Bluefish, Party Boats are the way 
to go.  Bait and jigs are catching 5 to 12 
pound Blues.  There have been some catches 
up to 18 pounds! False Albacore are mixed 
in too.  Go out of Belmar or Point Pleasant.  
Party Boats that go bottom fishing are doing 
well with Sea Bass, Ling, a few Porgies and 
Cod.  Striped Bass are being caught in the 
ocean and surf.  There are a few in the bay 
too but it’s not real good yet. A few storms 
will drop the water temps and change that.  
Blackfish are being caught off the rocks at 
Barnegat Inlet.

Fresh Water
Trout fishing is slow, but the fall stock-

ing of large 14 to 26 inch fish will change that 
after Columbus Day.  Hybrids are making a 
showing at Spruce Run.  Bass and Pickerel 
fishing is better to due to cooler temperatures. 
Delaware River fishing is slow in general 
due to recent heavy rain.
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Posture and Your Health
The spine is not an inflexible rod as 

some people would believe. In fact, it is 
quite flexible. Although structurally strong, 
it reflects the dynamic movement of the hu-
man body. It not only supports the body and 
its organs, it also moves constantly. Every 
activity, even breathing, demands move-
ment of the spine, ribs, and attachments. 
The spine gives the human structure both 
strength and agility.

 Humans are one of a small group of 
beings that are biped (stand on two legs). 
Although this particular position gives 
humans the advantage of agility, leverage, 
and mobility, it also creates certain structural 
stresses. The body is subject to the force of 
constant gravity and the strain of maintain-
ing its balance.

 The most obvious benefit of good pos-
ture is comfort and improved performance. 
Yet, because of the interrelationship of the 
structural bones and functional organs, sys-
tems of the body, posture is also a factor that 
determine health. For example, a scoliosis 
cramps the lungs, as well as other vital or-
gans of the body, interfering with the body’s 
normal functioning.

  There are many reasons for poor 
posture, the most serious of which is a birth 
defect. In most cases, it is a combination 
of several reasons that causes a person to 
have poor posture. Among thee causes are 
the following:

 1. Excessive Weight, 2. Foot Problems, 
3. Muscular Imbalances, 4. Injury to the 
muscles, ligaments, tendons, or bones, 5. 
Poor Sleep Support (Mattress)

  If not corrected, poor posture can 
affect your health and well being. Poor 
posture contributes to shallow breathing 
a cramped chest cavity, faulty indigestion, 
and poor elimination. Each of which not 
only affects the function of individual or-
gans, but also the system. Lack of energy 
and reduced coordination are just two of 
the many symptoms of a body that is not 
functioning efficiently!
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Stanley J. “Buff” Kusic, 91, of 
South Amboy died on Sept. 24.  He was 
one of the community’s most highly-
respected gentlemen.  Stan was a lab 
supervisor for 46 years at Hercules, Inc. 
in Parlin, and was active in many local 
organizations especially volunteering for 
St. Mary’s Church.  He was a Eucharistic 
Minister for 35 years; Past President of St. 
Mary’s Senior Citizens; Vice-President of 
St. Mary’s Food Pantry for 26 years, and 
his dedication and hard work to the St. 
Vincent de Paul Society was unsurpassed.  
Stan was also a 2-term president of St. 
Mary’s Holy Name Society, and received 
the Regina Nostra Award from the Dio-
cese of Metuchen for service to his church.  
During World War II, he was a First 
Sergeant in the U.S. Army, and fought 
in the Battle of the Bulge with the 45th 
Evacuation Hospital, and won a Bronze 
Star.  Through his kindness and caring, 
he touched many lives, especially the 
down-trodden, and needy, and will never 
be forgotten for his countless good deeds 
towards his fellow human beings.

Kimberly Colleen Winegardner, 
41, formerly of Sayreville, went to be 
with Jesus at 7:05 a.m. Oct. 1 at her 
residence in Ada, Ohio.  She was born 
Oct. 11, 1970 in Perth Amboy, NJ to 
Garry R. Winegardner and Colleen S. 
Stetson, who both survive.  On May 4, 
1996, she married Gregory Winegardner, 
who survives in Ada.

Kimberly was an active member of 
Only Believe Ministries, Botkins.  She 
was a loving wife, mother, daughter, sister 
and friend.  Kimberly loved crafting with 
her children’s photo albums, and she 
home-schooled her children for many 
years before becoming ill.  She fought 
a long hard battle with cancer and was 
victorious.

Services were held on Oct. 4 at Only 
Believe Ministries, Botkins.  Randy 
Manns officiated.  The burial was under 
the direction of Chiles Laman Funeral & 
Cremation Services.

Survivors include a son, Nathaniel 
G. Winegardner, of Ada; two daughters, 
Elisha C. Winegardner, of Ada, and Lydia 
T. Winegardner, of Ada; a step daughter, 
Jacklyn N. Winegardner, of Delphos; 
a brother, Eugene D. Winegardner, of 
Wapakoneta; two nephews, Mason and 
Carson Winegardner; many aunts and 
uncles, and many cousins and friends 
from the Sayreville area.  

Memorial contributions may be 
made to the family.  Condolences may be 
expressed at chiles-lamanfh.com. 

Marie Zamorski Merski, 87, of 
Parlin died on Sept. 21.  She was active 
in many organizations and groups, and 
was famous for sending all types of cards 
to everyone.  She attended any and all 
church services at Sacred Heart and other 
local churches, and was always kind to 
those in rehabilitation centers, and nurs-
ing homes, visiting those confined and 
bringing them gifts to cheer them up.  
She was a DuPont retiree, who loved 
music, especially Polish.   Marie was 
an avid SA Times reader and supporter, 
and we will never forget her. 

Former Sacred Heart Church Pastor Father Joseph Romanowski,  now has a radio show 
on the Catholic Station in South Carolina.  In these two photos he is pictured during a live 
broadcast on the air.  (Photos submitted)

South Amboy’s George Fuller (in tank) and Tony Gonsalves step up to be dunked to help the 
Dowdell Library Foundation raise funds to purchase new computers for the South Amboy 
Library.  (Photo/Story Submitted)

“Dunk A Politician” Raises Funds 
On September 23, the Dowdell Library 

Foundation of South Amboy raised hundreds 
of dollars in donations to purchase new 
computers for the library through a dunking 
booth at the South Amboy Arts Festival and 
Street Fair.

Dozens of people dunked well-known 
figures of South Amboy, including former 
Mayor John O’Leary and City Councilman 
Mickey Gross as well as South Amboy High 
School teacher and coach Tony Gonsalves 
and George Fuller, drum major for the Colo-
nel D.B. Kelly Pipes & Drums of the Ancient 
Order of Hibernians of South Amboy.

All of the dunkees brought excitement 
to the event with their own special flair, 

including costumes and props.  George 
Fuller arrived to take his turn at the dunk 
tank accompanied by music played by the 
marching band Colonel D.B. Kelly Pipes 
& Drums.  Dressed as an action hero, Tony 
Gonsalves was a true life hero in helping to 
raise funds for the library.

The booth was made possible thanks to a 
generous donation from State Assemblyman 
John Wisniewski.

The Dowdell Library Foundation is 
a 501 (c)(3) non-profit organization.  For 
more information or to contribute, visit 
www.DowdellFoundation.org or call (732) 
316-1078.

Bag Party-Oct. 25
Trinity United Methodist Church, 815 

Bordentown Ave., South Amboy is holding 
a Thirty One Bag Party on Thursday, Oct. 25 
at 7 p.m.  There will be dessert and drinks as 
well as games and prizes, so bring a friend!  
For more info call 732-763-6232.

How Money Works!
Primerica will host a “How Money 

Works” Seminar at Sayreville Public Library 
on Thursday, Nov. 1, from 7:00-8:30PM. This 
seminar will discuss the three root causes of 
the financial problems most families face: 
failure to plan, being uninformed, and mis-
information. This informative seminar will 
also discuss the rule of 72; paying off your 
debt in the best possible manner; credit card 
traps; and how your life insurance policy 
works. These topics, once understood and 
applied, can have an impact on your personal 
finances.  How can you reach your financial 
goals and dreams?  Let Primerica teach you 
the fundamental concepts that have helped 
millions of their clients! For those looking 
to improve their financial future, ages 18 
and up. For more information or to register, 
contact Alaina at 732-727-0212 x25 or email 
her at alainad@lmxac.org.

Remember When?
1945-William H. Barry of South Amboy, 

who was one of New Jersey’s most prominent 
Legionnaires resigned as Commander of 
Luke A. Lovely Post (As it was called back 
then) due to health reasons.  He was also the 
only member of the Post to serve as County 
Commander.  M.C. Bloodgood, became the 
new Post Commander…James E. Gray, also 
of South Amboy was appointed Deputy 
Game Warden of the State of New Jersey 
by H.J. Burlington, Executive Secretary of 
the State Fish & Game Commission.  

Students Wanted 
For Essay Contest

Sayreville Ladies Auxiliary #4699 on 
Jernee Mill Rd. is looking for any high 
school student grades 9-12 that is interested 
in writing an essay for the Veterans of For-
eign Wars.  The title is “Is Our Constitution 
Still Relevant.”  The rules are: record your 
original 3-5 minutes on standard tape or 
cassette.  You could win up to $152,000 in 
awards.  Deadline for essay is Nov. 1.  For 
complete details call President Lorraine Rock 
at 609-448-2587.

Ladies Auxiliary 
News

The Sayreville Ladies Auxiliary of Post 
4699 wish to thank everyone in the local 
communities who helped by donating books 
and magazines to our servicemen.  We now 
have plenty to ship out to our military.

Our monthly meeting will be held on 
Oct. 23 at 575 Jernee Mill Rd., Sayreville.  
All members are invited.  Come meet the 
officers and give your ideas on helping the 
servicemen and women overseas.  For more 
info call 732-264-3041.  

The Miraculous Prayer
Dear Heart of Jesus, in the past I have asked for many 

favors.  This time I ask you this my special one (mention 
favor).  Take it, Dear Jesus, and place it within your own 
broken heart, where your Father sees it.  Then, in His merci-
ful eyes, it will become your favor, not mine.  Amen.  (Say 
this prayer for 3 days, promise publication and your favor 
will be granted.  Never known to fail.)  -E.P.
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Obituaries
Ballance, James D., 84, formerly of 

Sayreville died on Sept. 22.
Batko, Viola A., 94, of Sayreville died 

on Oct. 10.
Brylinski, Genevieve H., 91, of Sayre-

ville died on Oct. 3.
Cheeseman, Catherine P. “Pat,” 84, of 

South Amboy died on Sept. 18.
Dentz, John W., “Chief,” 82, of Sayre-

ville died on Sept. 16.
Doyle, Mark, 50, of South Amboy died 

on Sept. 14.
Dzieciol, Victoria R. Biesiada, 97, for-

merly of South Amboy died on Sept. 24.
Gaspartich, Maria, 87, formerly of 

Sayreville died on Oct. 9.
Golembieski, Ann “Dolly,” 77, of 

Sayreville died on Sept. 16.
Griffiths, John Rhys, 81, of Parlin died 

on Sept. 27.
Kusic, Stanley J. “Buff,” 91, of South 

Amboy died on Sept. 24. 
Lajewski, Rene, 39, of Sayreville died 

on Sept. 25.
Lapa, Ann M., 86, of Parlin died on 

Sept. 17.
Lopez, Norma, 55, of South Amboy 

died on Sept. 23.
Lyle, Larry, 76, formerly of South Am-

boy died on Sept. 30.
Megill, Margaret, 83, of Parlin died 

on Sept. 17.
Merski, Marie Zamorski, 87, of Parlin 

died on Sept. 21.
Montano, Marta L., 82, of South Amboy 

died on Sept. 28.
Noviski, Cecelia H., 80, formerly of 

South Amboy died on Oct. 8.
Piatek, Artur, 34, of Morgan died on 

Sept. 16.
Powers, David P., 65, of South Amboy 

died on Sept. 27.
Schmidt, Marjorie, 77, formerly of 

Sayreville died on Sept. 20.
Schneider, Annette A., 77, of Parlin 

died on Sept. 28.
Szymanski, Wojciech, 52, of Parlin died 

on Sept. 15.
Truchan, Anna, 92, of South Amboy 

died on Oct. 6.
Van Valkenburgh, William H. Jr., 66, of 

Sayreville died on Oct. 5.
Winegardner, Kimberly C., 41, formerly 

of Sayreville died on Oct. 1.
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Sayreville Lions 
News

The Sayreville Lions Club will be col-
lecting donations at Shop Rite of Sayreville 
on Thurs. Nov. 1.  We call this White Cane 
because most of our work helps the blind and 
visually impaired.  We are also continuing 
our Toys For Tots toy collection.  If you 
have a new toy for some deserving child, 
please drop it off to us and help us help the 
Sayreville Toys For Tots program.  For more 
info about the Sayreville Lions Club, see us 
on the Web at: Sayrevillenj.lionwap.org.

The Lions Club will be holding its Semi-
Annual Pancake Breakfast on Sunday, Nov. 
4 from 8 a.m.-noon at the Sayreville War 
Memorial HS Cafeteria.  Cost is $6 for adults 
and $3 for children.  We are also continuing 
the Toys For Tots program at this event.

St. Stan’s Clothing 
Drive

St. Stanislaus Kostka Parish will be 
holding a Clothing Drive at 225 MacArthur 
Ave., Sayreville parking lot on Sat. Oct. 
27th from 3-5 p.m., and Sun. Oct. 28th from 
10 a.m. to 12 p.m.  They are collecting the 
following: Clothing- clean and gently used, 
men’s, women’s, children; Shoes-must be in 
separate bags; Belts, Handbags; Household 
items made of fabric; bikes; Toys (must fit 
box 24” x 24” x 21”);  No oversized toys, 
strollers, high chairs, car seats, play centers, 
etc.  No furniture, appliances, kitchen ac-
cessories, outdoor toys, books, VCR tapes, 
CD’s, glasses, porcelain.  Please put items 
in well-tied plastic garbage bags.

For more info call the parish office at 
732-254-0212.  The church will receive a 
donation for the total poundage that we col-
lect from Fashion Republic, Inc.  All items 
will be shipped to countries in desperate 
need of our help.  Nothing will be cut up 
for rags or sold. 
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Harry Potter 
Program 

 Calling all Harry Potter fans!  Students 
in grades 6-12 are invited to join us after 
school at the Sayreville Public Library for all 
things Harry Potter!   Compete in Harry Potter 
trivia, cupcake decorating, crafts, prizes, and 
more! Wednesday, October 24, at 2:45PM. 
Costumes are welcome! Space is limited, 
register by visiting www.sayrevillelibrary.
org – click the “Events” tab or for more 
information call 732-727-0212 ext. 26.

Record Donations
The Friends of the Sayreville Public 

Library will continue its program of program 
of record donations. The records must be 
either 45’s or 33 1/3. Please contact Teri at 
732-727-7639 for further information or if 
you have a large record donation.

South Amboy—The Early Years
(Continued from page 14)

a train depot, business offices, rail 
tracks, and lodging for their future employ-
ees.  It opened for business in 1832-33, and 
the railroad industry was on its way.  The 
town itself was slow in developing.  John 
Perrine opened the first “Railroad Store” 
in 1831.  It was located on the east side of 
Main St, and business went on for over 70 
years in the same building under different 
owners.  The store sold all the necessities 
for being able to live in town.  During the 
store’s existence of 70 years, owner John 
Buckalew was most identified with the 
town’s history.  Still the town’s progress 
went slowly.  In 1844, the town newspaper, 
“The Gordon Gazetter” wrote, “The vil-
lage of South Amboy still only consisted of 
one hotel and 15 homes.”  Up to that time 
buying lots was pretty expensive, however 
by 1850, the prices of a lot had fallen to a 
dollar and were available through Samuel 
Gordon Jr., a local towns person, Mr. Pine 
(Pine Ave.?), and Abraham Everett.  By 
the early 1850’s the town’s population had 
grown to around 5,000.  Most of the major 
employment in town for the next many years 
would be with the company which became 
the major “player” in town.  During the Civil 
War, many men in town were employed by 
the local railroads to transport freight for 
the war effort.  In the years after the Civil 
War, the coal industry began to grow in 
importance, and by 1880, South Amboy 
had become one of the most important coal 
towns for the export of coal in the country.  

In another area, the first schoolhouse was 
built by the wife of J.P. Stevens in 1849.  It 
was located on the corner of Main St. and 
Broadway, and in 1850, she gave it to the 
town.  In the early 1870’s, the public school 
system came to town.

The two major employees outside of 
the railroad industry during the second half 
of the 19th century were the Swan Hill Pot-
tery Company.  In 1849, it was built along 
the shoreline near Swan Hill, which many 
remember as the Terra Cotta.  This factory 
made “Terra Cotta” until 1938.  The second 
factory of note was the Bergen Iron Works, 
located up on Bergen Hill.  This company 
was founded in Monmouth County by R.A. 
Brick (Brick Twp.), and they made pipes 
for water and gas for many years into the 
20th century.

On April 2, 1838, the first official town 
government was formed.  It was a freeholder 
type, and the first 4 freeholders elected were 
Noah Furman, John Scully, Ward C. Perrine, 
and Leonard Furman.  This type of govern-
ment would serve the town a long time, until 
1888, when the town installed a “Borough” 
type of government with Cornelius McGo-
nigle as mayor. 

In conclusion, this story just scratches 
the surface of what South Amboy was like 
in the 19th century.  I can’t do justice to all 
the families that contributed to the town that 
went nameless, but many served our town 
government into the 1920’s as members of 
the council and held other town positions. 

“CHRISTMAS 
ONLY” YARD 

SALE TO BENEFIT 
SHELTER PETS
Sayreville Pet Adoption Center, 1400 

Main Street in Sayreville, will hold a giant 
“Christmas Only” yard sale on Sunday, No-
vember 4 from 9 AM to 2 PM in the shelter 
parking lot.  An incredible selection of new 
and “gently used” Christmas items and fes-
tive décor will be available at rock-bottom 
prices.  Start your decorating early and get 
some great deals!  All proceeds benefit the 
shelter pets.  For more information phone 
event coordinator Carmen at (732) 238-2556 
or visit online at sayreville.petfinder.com.

Free Training for Health Care Careers 
Unemployed and underemployed 

people may be eligible for free training in 
the allied health care field at Middlesex 
County College’s New Brunswick Center. 
Programs include Medical Office Specialist, 
Pharmacy Technician, Medical Assistant, 
EKG Technician, and Phlebotomist.

Information sessions will be held at 
the New Brunswick Center on Wednesday, 
October 3 and Wednesday, November 7 from 
3 to 6 p.m. The center is at 140 New Street, 
at the corner of Joyce Kilmer Avenue.

Some programs may be completed 
in as little as four weeks; others go for 10 
months.

“We have a little bit of everything de-
pending on how much time you have,” said 
Martin Schamberger, the coordinator. “And 
the grant covers all fees and most expenses: 
books, child care if you need it, uniforms 
and supplies, and even public transporta-
tion to get to the campus. President Obama 
has recognized that health care is a grow-
ing industry and crucial to the economic 

recovery. Plus, with an aging population, 
we’ll need more qualified professionals to 
fill those roles.”

The program is aimed at individuals 
who are unemployed or underemployed; 
students must have a high school diploma 
or GED.

“This is a wonderful opportunity for 
those who are now unemployed or under-
employed to start fresh and begin a new 
career,” Mr. Schamberger said.

This is the third year of the five-year 
grant. It was awarded by the U.S. Depart-
ment of Health and Human Services’ 
Administration for Children and Families 
to the Northern New Jersey Health Pro-
fessions Consortium, which consists of 
nine community colleges in the state. 
Middlesex will receive $2.4 million over 
the five years.

For more information contact Mr. 
Schamberger at 732-548-6000, ext. 
3813. 

OLV Seniors 
Meeting

The OLV Senior Group will hold their 
monthly meeting on Friday, November 2 at 
1PM in Monsignor Dalton Hall. We will have 
a short Thanksgiving service followed by the 
business portion of our meeting. After the 
meeting we will have a Thanksgiving Lun-
cheon. The price of the luncheon is $15.00 
for all members. The luncheon will consist 
of traditional Thanksgiving food. To reserve 
your lunch please contact Geri at 732-257-
4351. You can also send your money to Geri 
Kabara, 18 Kupsch St. Sayreville, NJ 08872. 
All reservations must be in no later than 
Monday, October 29, 2012.All checks must 
be written to: OLV Seniors.  In the spirit of 
Thanksgiving please bring a non-perishable 
food donation for St. Vincent de Paul Society. 
Make sure it is not an out of date food item. 
Membership is always open. You must be 55 
years or older to join. For further information, 
contact Teri at 732-727-7639. 
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