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Champion-Sayreville’s Greg Kuczynski crosses the finish line to capture 1st place at the 
35th Annual Frog Hollow 5K Run & Health Walk.  Greg also won the title in 2011. * See more 
photos and the top local finishers on page 11.  (Photo by Tom Burkard)

Former	
Councilwoman	Dies

By Tom Burkard
Claire Reilly, 86, of South Amboy died 

on June 30.  Prior to her retirement in 1990, 
she was employed by the City of South 
Amboy as the city clerk, and also served as 
South Amboy’s second councilwoman in 
history.   She was very active, and enjoyed 
participating in the many local organiza-
tions of which she was a member.   Her late 
husband Charles Reilly, who was a South 
Amboy Fire Chief, passed away in 2001.  
Claire was an outstanding lady who loved 
her family and the City of South Amboy, 
and was respected by all.  She touched many 
lives in a positive way during her journey 
through life, and will always be remembered.  
God bless, Claire! 

Car	Show/Flea	
Market

Independence Engine & Hose Co. #1 
will hold its 13th Annual Antique & Classic 
Car Show on Sunday, Aug. 5th from 12:30-
4 p.m., with a Sunday, Aug. 12th rain date.  
The fun-filled event, which is geared for the 
entire family, will be held on Broadway in 
South Amboy, and feature cars, delicious 
food, vendors, rides, and much more!  Don’t 
miss this great event!  Admission is FREE! 
For more info call 908-930-3497.

Wounded	Warrior	
Fundraiser

American Legion Luke A. Lovely Post 
#62, of South Amboy will be holding its 
Annual Picnic on Sat., Aug. 25th starting 
1 p.m. at the Legion Post, 111 David St., 
South Amboy.  Admission is $20 and will 
help the Legion with the Wounded Warrior 
Project.  Come on out and have fun!   The 
admission includes: refreshments, music, 
hot dogs, clams, hamburgers, spare ribs, 
cold drinks, and there will be a 50/50 raffle.   
If you cannot attend, the Legion asks if you 
can please stop by Post 62 and make a dona-
tion.  If using a check, please make it out to: 
American Legion Post 62 WW Proj. 

Szatkowski	Retires
South Amboy Police Sergeant Kenneth 

Szatkowski retired on July 1st after serving 
the City of South Amboy for 36 years.  Great 
job, Ken!  Congratulations!

Dr.	Madura	
Honored

Dr. Joseph Madura was named one of 
the top Dentists in the state of New Jersey 
by the New Jersey Monthly magazine in 
its July issue.  Congratulations Dr. Joe on a 
well-deserved honor!

Sayeville	Day	Sept.	
16th

 “Sayreville Day” will be held on Sun-
day, September 16th, (Rain date: September 
23rd) at Kennedy Park on Washington Road, 
from 10:00AM – 4:00PM. Come and enjoy 
all the festivities such as children’s games, 
rides, foods from around the world, enter-
tainment, craft vendors and much, much, 
more. For more information call: 732-390-
7092/7096

Classic	Car	Show/
Music

Sayreville’s “Blast from The Past” 
- Classic Car Show and Music featuring 
live Rock n Roll Bands will be held on 
Saturday, September 15th 5PM – 9PM, 
located in Kennedy Park on Washington 
Road – Refreshments will be available at 
our Food court.   

For Information call: 732-390-
7092/7096

Join	A	Cause	For	
Community

By Amanda Rushnak
When dealing with life’s daily demands, 

people need a place to go where they can feel 
supported and receive help in trying times.  
A place where adults can find life balance, 
children can reach their full potential, se-
niors can be active and find camaraderie, 
and families can connect and strengthen 
relationships.  By becoming involved with 
the South Amboy Branch YMCA, individu-
als have the opportunity to improve their 
health and well-being and connect with the 
community, all while participating in their 
favorite program or activity at the Y.

“The South Amboy Y is a commu-
nity that is dedicated to helping individuals 
achieve a balance of spirit, mind and body,” 
said Executive Director, Sherrill Rudy.  “We 
encourage everyone to get involved by join-
ing the Y where they can take advantage of 
the resources and support to be healthy and 
connected.”

As a leading nonprofit committed to 
strengthening community through youth 
development, healthy living, and social 
responsibility, the Y seeks to ensure that 
everyone, regardless of age, income or 
background, has an opportunity to learn, 
grow and thrive.  To help more people benefit 
from the Y, the South Amboy Branch YMCA 
offers financial assistance through our Open 
Doors Membership Program.

The South Amboy Branch YMCA of-
fers a variety of programs to help achieve 
greater health and well-being, nurture youth 
and inspire individuals to give back to better 
their community.  Members are invited to 
participate in a wide variety of activities at 
the Y, ranging from group exercise classes, 
youth sports programs and swim lessons, to 
food drives, summer camp and teen clubs.  
To learn more about the South Amboy Y, 
please visit www.ymcaofmewsa.org.

Kyle Cooke, 6, from South Amboy, competed in 
the AAU National Taekwondo Championships 
on July 2 – 7 in Ft. Lauderdale, FL.  A high 
rank blue belt, Kyle competed against 22 
other 6-7 year old intermediate belt athletes 
to bring home the gold medal, and become a 
National Champion in the forms competition, 
representing the Force One Competition 
Team and Fastkix Taekwondo where he trains 
in Spotswood, NJ.  (Photo/Info Submitted)

Arts	Fest	&	Street	
Fair

The City of South Amboy Arts Fest & 
Street Fair will be held on Sunday, Sept. 
23rd from 11 a.m. until 4 p.m.  Rain date is 
Sunday, Sept. 30th.  The event will feature 
crafters, artists, food vendors, hands-on 
activities and entertainment on Broadway!   
Admission is FREE!  For vendor informa-
tion, contact: events@southamboynj.gov or 
732-525-5932

Texas Roadhouse Dining To Benefit 
South	Amboy	Library

Help the South Amboy library purchase 
new computers by dining at Texas Roadhouse 
on Thursday, August 2.  Texas Roadhouse of 
Old Bridge in collaboration with the Dowdell 
Library Foundation will host a Dining to 
Donate fundraiser to benefit South Amboy’s 
Dowdell Library.  

When presented with a flyer, Texas 
Roadhouse, a proud library supporter, will 

donate 10% of the check to the Dowdell Li-
brary Foundation.  The flyer can be presented 
on Thursday, August 2 from 4:00 pm until 
10:00 pm.  Flyers are available at the library 
and Texas Roadhouse.  Texas Roadhouse is 
located at 1000 US Highway 9, Parlin. 

In addition, Texas Roadhouse will pro-
vide a free appetizer to guests who bring in 

(Continued on page 16)

Thousands turned out at Waterfront Park to celebrate the 4th July, and enjoy the excellent 
fireworks display on the Raritan Bay.  “Celebrate The Amboys” combined South Amboy 
and Perth Amboy, and was sponsored by many local corporations and businesses, with no 
cost to the taxpayers.  (Photo by Brian Stratton)

Rory Kelly is pictured rockin’ Waterfront Park on July 3rd during the Fourth of July Extravaganza 
that also featured beautiful fireworks on Raritan Bay. See more photos on pages 3, 16, 19 
& 23.  (Photo by Brian Stratton)
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Hoffman HS Class of ’71 graduate, Dennis Yanoski (l) is an accomplished artist, and recently 
had his beautiful works on display at a show in Morristown.  Pictured next to Dennis are his 
classmates from ’71,  (l-r) Karen Zulin , Janet Shaluha Kern, and Benita Formoso Franco, 
who came out to support their friend.  (Photo courtesy of Janet Shaluha Kern)

Talk	Of	The	Towns
By Tom Burkard

Gilmartin Wins Scholarship
Sayreville’s Kristen Gilmartin won the 

David J. Rovman Memorial Scholarship 
in Journalism from Indiana University of 
Pennsylvania’s Dept. of Journalism.  Con-
gratulations!

DeFort Throws Out First Pitch
Former South Amboy councilman Ed 

“Jake” DeFort had the honor of throwing 
out the first pitch at the Trenton Thunder 
vs. Portland game on July 7th.  He was at the 
game with friends and family celebrating his 
father’s 90th birthday.

Freeman Excels With Virginia 
Gentlemen

Former South Amboy  resident Fran 
Freeman, who was an outstanding singer 
in local rock ‘n’ roll bands in the 1960’s, is 
still using his gifted voice to bring joy to so 
many.  He is an important member of the Vir-
ginia Gentlemen chorus group, who recently 
performed in competition in Roanoke, VA 
for the South East Division.  The Gentle-
men came in 1st place in the AAA Division, 
won Best Improved Chorus, and 3rd overall 
out of 17 groups.  They will compete again 
during the first week of Oct., in Ocean City, 
MD, and if they place there, they will go to 
Tennessee to compete against the country’s 
best Chorus Groups.  Congrats to Fran and 
the Gentelmen! 

In Memoriam
Charles O’Connor Jr., 80 formerly of 

South Amboy died on June 12.  Known by 
his friends as Ed or Yence, he worked for 
the NJ State Police from 1954-86, retiring 
with the rank of Sergeant First Class.   Henry 
“Hank” Geraltowski, 84, of Sayreville died 
on June 24. He was a great guy and will 
be sadly missed. Joseph Pacansky, 71, of 
South Amboy died on June 27.  He was a 
well-liked coach and past president of the 
South Amboy Little Fellas League.  Donna 
Adams, 47, of South Amboy died on June 27.  
She recently worked as a clerk for the City 
of South Amboy, and will be remembered 

(Continued on page 4)

Pleasant	Little	
Trivia

By Tom Burkard
1. The 2011 Senior Class President of Cardi-
nal McCarrick High School?  a. John Caneski  
b. Charles Gorman c. Susette Mariana
2. The Commander of VFW Lt. Howard D. 
Littell Post #5164 in 1982?  a. Martin Ziola 
b. Frank Roser c. Dan Brickell
3. Chairman of the South Amboy Commu-
nity Blood Bank in ’68?  a. Anton Jones b. 
Franklin English c. John McCloud
4. In ’74, where was the Tin Lizzie located 
in Sayreville?  a. Morgan b. Melrose c. 
President Park
5. He was not a city councilman in South 
Amboy in 1965?  a. John Connors b. Richard 
Schultz c. Eugene Szeszko
6. The President of the Sayreville Little 
League in ’77?  a. Edward Karmin b. Robert 
Keister c. William Brugnoli
7. In ’82, this South Amboy nightclub was 
billed as New Jersey’s #1 lounge?  a. Brothers 
III b. Colonel’s Garter c. Mel’s Lounge
8. In 1973, where was Boro Television 
Company located in Sayreville?  a. Rt. 35 
b. Washington Rd. c. Main St
9. In ’93, he wrote the “Hoffman Hi-Lites 
column for The SA Times?  a. John Steinway 
b. Mario Lopez c. Ed Welsh
10. Where was the Sayreville Book Exchange 
located in 1983?  a. Main St. b. Mac Arthur 
Ave. c. Route 9
11. President of St. Mary’s HS Alumni As-
sociation in 1970?  a. Ed Paczkowski  b. 
Robert Bennett c. John Nappi
12. President of Sayreville Emergency 
Squad, Inc. in ’75?  a. Walter Dziekan b. 
Walter Mikolai c. John Lajewski

Answers
1b 2a 3b 4a 5b 6c 7a 8b 9c 10a 11c 12b. 

Dunk	a	South	Amboy	Politician	and	Help	
the	Library

Dunk some of the well-known person-
alities of South Amboy and help the Dowdell 
Library at the same time.  A dunking booth in 
front of City Hall will feature former South 
Amboy Mayor John O’Leary, City Coun-
cilman Mickey Gross, South Amboy High 
School teacher and coach Tony Gonsalves, 
and drum major for the illustrious Colonel 
D.B. Kelly Pipes & Drums of the AOH of 
South Amboy, George Fuller.

The booth sponsored by the Dowdell 
Library Foundation and Assemblyman 

John S. Wisniewski, will be part of the Arts 
Festival and Street Fair held on Sunday, 
September 23 from 11:00 am to 4:00 pm on 
Broadway, South Amboy. All funds raised 
will be used to purchase new computers for 
the Sadie Pope Dowdell Public Library of 
South Amboy.  

The Dowdell Library Foundation is a 
501 (c)(3) non-profit organization.  For more 
information, visit www.DowdellFoundation.
org or call (732) 316-1078.
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A PRAyER FoR HEALIng
Lord, you invited all who are burdened to come 

to You.  Allow your healing hand to heal me.  Touch 
my soul with Your compassion for others.  Touch 
my heart with Your courage and infinite love for all.  
Touch my mind with Your wisdom, that my mouth 
may always proclaim Your praise.  Teach me to reach 
out to You in my need.  Help me to lead others to 
You by my example.  Most loving Heart of Jesus, 
bring me health in body and spirit so that I may 
serve You with all my strength.  Touch gently this 
life which you have created.  Amen -T.B.

The Miraculous Prayer
Dear Heart of Jesus, in the past I have asked for many 

favors.  This time I ask you this my special one (mention 
favor).  Take it, Dear Jesus, and place it within your own 
broken heart, where your Father sees it.  Then, in His merci-
ful eyes, it will become your favor, not mine.  Amen.  (Say 
this prayer for 3 days, promise publication and your favor 
will be granted.  Never known to fail.)  -D.R.
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Yearbook-Sayreville	1997
When the Sayreville War Memorial 

HS (SWMHS) Class of ’97 began its final 
school year in September 1996, “Macarena” 
by Los Del rio was the top hit in the nation.  
The title of the ’97 SWMHS yearbook was 
“Splash of Blue and Gray.”  Co-Editor-In-
Chief was Kim Burzinski and Brian Farley…  
Dennis Fyffe was school principal and some 
of the teachers were Gregg Palmer, Linda 
Tanchyk, Stewart Cress, Nicholas Cifelli, 
Meredith Clayton, Patricia Feltz, Lori Rosen, 
James Craft, Elaine Hall, Charles Demskis, 
Debra Golder…

The Student Council consisted of:  
President-Laura Kennedy; Vice-Pres.-Sahid 
Jabbie; Sec.-Eve Strawhand; Treas.-Stepha-
nie Schneider…The Senior Class Council 
officers were:  President-Kelly Braine; Vice 
Pres.-Melissa Saul; Treas.-Bonnie Huang; 
Recording Sec.-Audra Browning; Corre-
sponding Sec.-Joe Przybylowski.

A small portion of the huge graduating 
Class of 1997, selected randomly include: 
Diane Apito, Dina Beninato, Paul Brylinski, 
Sheila Boyd, Ecliffe Cliney, Tara Cross, Amy 
Eberle, Jay Fulton, Kelly Gecek, Amy Haag, 
Robert Henn, Beatrice Jaroszynski, Cynthia 
Keenan, Dusty Kemple, Amie Koval, Steph-
anie Kulik, Tim Kubinak, Jeff Kuczynski, 
Elizabeth Lang, Tracy Lasko, Eric Lipshetz, 

Vincent Lombardi, Anthony Mauro, Nicole 
Midura, Brian Mokar, Eugene Mount, John 
Mytnick, Tracy Nakielny, Claire Ojeda, Jim 
Osmond, Arati Patel, Monica O’Toole, Mi-
chael Popowski, Monique Randazzo, Dawn 
Robe, Jennifer Scamardella, Sarah Seminski, 
William Shaver, Shannon Skarzynski, Kwan 
Chu Siu, Kristin Sommers, Susan Sprague, 
Brian Szkodny, Christopher Teeter, Eryn 
Toomey, Brett Utter, William Tirpak, Bri-
anne Vazquez, Jason Wan, Wayne Watson, 
Jennifer Wojcik, Sheree Wong…

As always the school featured numerous 
sports teams, clubs, programs, and extracur-
ricular activities for the students.  The new 
Peer Leadership program got underway, 
while the Fall Drama was “A Christmas 
Carol.”  The Spring Musical was “Peter 
Pan.”  The Homecoming Game was a blast, 
and Eniko Bartus was chosen Homecoming 
Queen.

MMMBop by Hanson ruled the air-
waves at graduation time.  There were tears 
of joy and sadness on Graduation Day as 
everyone said a final goodbye to Sayreville 
War Memorial HS and friends, some whom 
they may never see again.  Bonnie Huang and 
Gregory Stricker were the Class of 1997’s 
co-Valedictorians.

as a kind-hearted person.   Ted Reick, 
65, formerly of South Amboy died on June 
30.  He was a former member/treasurer of the 
South Amboy Boat Club.  Many remember 
Ted as a star athlete for Hoffman High’s 
baseball and basketball teams in the mid-
1960’s.  Joe Biancamano, 86, formerly of 
Parlin died on July 8.  Before his retirement, 
he was a butcher at South Amboy Foodtown.  
He was also a Past Grand Knight (PGK) of 
South Amboy Knights of Columbus Council 
426.  I will always remember him with the 
Knights as a well-respected man with a great 
sense of humor.  America Iorio, 84, of Parlin 

Talk	Of	The	Towns
(Continued from page 2)

died on July 10.  He was employed by the 
Sayreville Board of Education for 10 years.   
Myron “Bucky” Falkowski, 88, of South 
Amboy died on July 13.  He owned Road 
Side Deli in Woodbridge for 14 years, and 
prior to that Bucky’s Pizza in South River.  
Charles Hicks Jr., 64, of South Amboy died 
on July 16.  He was employed by JCP&L 
for 42 years, and was past VP, President of 
IBEW Union Local 1303.  Charles was an 
assistant Scout Leader for Boy Scout Troop 
95, South Amboy, and also coached basket-
ball at Sacred Heart, in addition to baseball 
in the SA Little Fellas League. 

4
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The Dowdell Library Foundation’s grant to South Amboy’s Dowdell Library will be used for 
an Early Literacy Station.  From left:  Mary Rager, Secretary, and Mimi Pichey, President, of 
the Dowdell Library Foundation; Catherine Charmello, President of the Board of Trustees, 
and Elaine Gaber, Director, of the Dowdell Library;. (Photo Submitted)

Library	Gives	Grant	
(Article Submitted)

Special help with reading, writing and 
math will now be available to preschool, 
kindergarten through second grade, special 
education and homeschooled children as 
well as English language learners at South 
Amboy’s Dowdell Library.  

Thanks to a grant from the Dowdell 
Library Foundation, the library will offer an 
Early Literacy Station to give South Amboy 
children a head start in reading and other 
skills that will open the door to a lifetime 
of learning.  

On June 19, the Dowdell Library 
Foundation presented a check for $1,059 
to the Sadie Pope Dowdell Public Library 
of South Amboy.  The grant was presented 
by Mary Rager and Mimi Pichey on behalf 
of the Dowdell Library Foundation to Cath-
erine Charmello, President of the Board of 
Trustees, and Elaine Gaber, Director, of 
the Library.  

“The Early Literacy Station @ Dowdell 
Library will provide opportunities for South 
Amboy children to develop reading skills at 
an early age.  Studies show that encouraging 
reading at a young age increases success 
in school and in life,” noted Mimi Pichey, 
President of the Dowdell Library Founda-
tion.  “We were able to make this grant thanks 
to support from the Walmart Foundation and 
the many people who contributed gener-
ously our ‘Dining to Donate’ events at local 
restaurants.” Upcoming fundraisers include 
‘Dining to Donate’ at Texas Roadhouse in 
August, the popular ‘Dunk a Politician’ 
booth at the South Amboy Festival of the 
Arts in September and a chocolate tasting 
in October.

The Dowdell Library Foundation is a 
501(c)(3) non-profit organization.  For more 
information, visit www.DowdellFoundation.
org or call (732)316-1078.
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The Broadway Bistro of South Amboy owners Bob and Tammy, and their staff take a 
quick- break at the huge 4th of July fireworks/extravaganza  celebration, held on July 3rd 
at Waterfront Park.  (Photo by Tom Burkard) 

Pictured back row (l-r) Judy Paczkowski 
and Ed Paczkowski, and in the front row 
are their grandchildren (l-r) Anthony, Josie, 
and Ashley.  To the right of Ed is the huge 
and beautiful lily he raised from a bulb which 
now stands over 7 feet tall.  (Photo/info 
submitted)

GOLF	OUTING	
RESCHEDULED	

FOR	SEPT.	24,	2012
September 24th is the new date for the 

3rd Annual Golf Outing benefiting Cardinal 
McCarrick/St. Mary’s High School at Con-
cordia Golf Club in Monroe Township. 

Golfers will tee up at 1:15 PM that Mon-
day for a fee of $125 which is all-inclusive 
from a light lunch of hot dogs and all the 
fixin’s to a barbecue dinner reception and 
on-course beverages. Cart and green fees are 
included. Other sponsorships start at $225 
with promotional benefits.

$20 raffle tickets are also being sold 
beforehand for a chance to win a Forsgate 
Country Club foursome. 

Proceeds from this event provide finan-
cial aid to needy students, strengthen the 
excellence of school programs, maintain 
facilities and increase athletic and extra-
curricular programs. For more info, call 
732-721-0748 ext. 243 or register online at 
www.CardinalMcCarrick.com by September 
14th. All are welcome.
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Pictured on top of Mt. Washington in New Hampshire are (l-r) S/O Luis Fajardo, Det. Tom 
Popken, Det. Douglas Sprague (Sayreville PD), and Capt. Mike Zarro. (Photo Submitted)

Honoring Fallen Officers
(Article Submitted)

An organization known as “Cops on 
Top/Summit for Hero’s with representation 
in law enforcement worldwide, embark on 
mountain climbing/hiking excursions to 
honor fallen officers.  This was the first year, 
and the hike was perhaps the most difficult 
in the northeast, Mt. Washington, NH, with 
elevation of 6,288 feet.  It was selected to 
honor fallen hero; Christopher Matlosz of 
the Lakewood PD.

The following officers participated: 

Capt. Michael Zarro, Spotswood PD; Det. 
Douglas Sprague, Sayreville PD; Det. 
Thomas Popken, Dallas TX PD; S/O Luis 
Fajardo, Middlesex County Sheriff’s Office.  
The officers traveled to New Hampshire 
and hiked over 5 hours to the summit of 
Mt. Washington, and displayed a banner of 
their fallen hero.  The entire hike there and 
back was over 10.5 hours, spanning 10 miles 
through difficult terrain.  Congratulations on 
a job well done.  (Photo/info submitted)

Does anyone know this cowboy who was 
spotted recently in the area?  Please send 
your answers to: satimes@aol.com.

THE	1970s	REMEMBERED
By Elaine Holton Scott

Less than six months after Neil Arm-
strong and Buzz Aldrin left their footprints 
on the moon, the decade of the 1970’s began.   
Richard Nixon was President; Spiro Agnew 
was V.P.; Joe DiMaggio was promoting Mr. 
Coffee makers in TV commercials; the first 
generation of preschoolers was watching 
Sesame Street; anti-war protestors were 
marching anywhere they could; and our 
government was still sending our boys to 
fight and die for nothing in a far off place 
called Vietnam.

In the ‘70’s, industrious, young middle-
class couples were buying “fixer uppers,” and 
home remodeling became the craze.  Shag 
carpeting, the “new” self-stick floor tiles, and 
“faux” wooden paneling, were selling like 
crazy.  Outside, backyard gardens came into 
vogue again, while sales of power mowers 
were making the push kind obsolete.   

In 1972, President Nixon made history 
when he visited China.  Nixon made history 
again, in January of ‘73, when he called a 
“cease fire” to the war in Vietnam, a war 
which was not called a war until it was over.  
Sadly, two more years would pass before 
“over” really happened.  In April of ’73, 
with the whisper of Watergate getting ever 
louder, the Oil Crisis began.  Americans had 
to contend with super-long lines at the gas 
pump and designated odd/even days to buy 
gas, if a gas station could be found which had 
any to sell.  Not long afterwards, the much 

protested Trans-Alaska Pipeline was swiftly 
approved for building and the Oil Crisis sus-
piciously ended.  Soon, Nixon’s career would 
also end thanks to Watergate.  First, though, 
Spiro Agnew, with criminal charges loom-
ing against him for Tax Evasion, Extortion, 
Bribery, Tax Fraud, and Conspiracy, resigned 
as our Vice President.  Agnew’s departure 
was followed by Nixon’s, who “flew away” 
from the White House lawn on August 4, 
1974.  When he did, Gerald and Betty Ford 
made the White House their home.

In 1975, our decade plus involvement 
in Vietnam finally and blessedly came to 
an end with the fall of Saigon.  In movie 
theaters, “Jaws” thrilled us all, while the 
much publicized “Thrilla in Manila” box-
ing match between Muhammad Ali and 
Joe Frazier ended up thrilling no one.  In 
our Bicentennial year of ‘76, Sugar Ray 
Leonard and the Spinks Brothers won the 
Olympic Boxing Gold medals for the United 
States.  Later, in November, Jimmy Carter, 
the Peanut Farmer from Georgia, won the 
Presidential Election.  

In 1977, while Stephen King continued 
to cement his place in literature as the Master 
of Horror with his novel, “The Shining,” and 
Billy Carter “cashed in” on his brother’s 
presidency with his “Billy Beer,” Disco 
music and Polyester Leisure suits swept the 
nation.  Sadly, in August, Elvis Presley “left 
the building” for the last time at the age of 
42.  In 1978, the TV series, “Dallas,” put the 
real city of Dallas on the map.  

In 1979, the second Oil Crisis of the 
decade occurred, but this time it was called 
the Energy Crisis.  Due to a revolution in 
Iran, President Carter ordered a cessation 
of Iranian imports.  The result of this action 
marked the beginning of major gas shortages 
and price hikes.  It also ended any chance of 
the Peanut Farmer ever getting re-elected.
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PRAyER To ST. JUDE
(To be said when problems arise or when one 

seems to be deprived of all visible help, on far cases 
almost despaired of). Most holy Apostle St. Jude, 
faithful servant and friend of Jesus, the church honors 
and invokes you universally as the patron of hopeless 
cases, of things almost despaired of, pray for me, I 
am so helpless and alone. Make use I implore you of 
that particular privilege given to you, to bring visible 
and speedy help where help is almost despaired of. 
Come to my assistance in this great need that I may 
receive the consolation and help of heaven in all my 
necessities, tribulations, and sufferings., and that I 
may praise God with you and all the elect forever.  I 
promise O Blessed St. Jude, to be ever mindful of this 
great favor, to always honor you as my special and 
powerful patron, and to gratefully encourage devotion 
to you. Amen.  Thank You St. Jude. -E.P..



South Amboy-Sayreville Times   July 28, 2012  �

Campers from the South Amboy Y are getting into the Olympic spririt!  Children attending 
Camp S.A.Y. participated in an Olympic Day on Friday, June 29.  The event started with an 
Opening Ceremony procession led by Former Judo Olympian, Taraje Williams-Murray.  Taraje 
then shared his Olympic story with the children and kicked off the Camp Olympics events.  
Campers competed in an obstacle course, baton relays, sponge bucket relays and played 
soccer.  Everyone had a great time, and the Closing Ceremony included a ribbon presentation 
to each camper by Taraje Williams-Murray. (Photo/Info Submitted)

Rotary	Golf	Outing	
(Article Submitted)

 The 18th annual Old Bridge-Sayreville 
Rotary Club Golf Outing is set to take place 
on Monday August 20th. All proceeds will 
benefit the Rotary’s ‘Homes for Our Troops’ 
and ‘Wounded Warrior’ efforts,  providing 
funds, building materials, and professional 
labor, used to build specially adapted homes 
for severely injured Iraq and Afghanistan war 
veterans and their immediate families.

Registration for the outing is requested 
in advance. Check-in starts at noon at 
Battleground Country Club, 1 Covenhoven 
Road, Manalapan, NJ.  Cost for individual 
or foursome is $225 per person and includes 
lunch, a shotgun start at 1:30, cocktails 
and a dinner buffet at 6PM. In addition 
to participants, the Rotary is also seeking 

sponsors for the event.   Various sponsorship 
levels are available, including a $225.00 
Company/Corporate sponsorship with your 
business or organization’s sign placed at the 
tee or green and premium placement at the 
first, ninth, and eighteenth tee or green for 
$300. All sponsorships will be assigned on 
a first come basis. 

The Rotary welcomes all levels of 
participation towards this worthy cause. 
Reservations, sponsorships, and donations 
are requested by August 17, 2012. To down-
load a registration form, information about 
sponsorships, or to make a donation, visit the 
Rotary’s website at www.rotaryobs.com or 
contact Ed Testino at (732)525-9000.  
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The 2012 South Amboy Recreation Dept. counselors and also community service 
volunteers are pictured back row (l-r) Katey Charmello, *Tyler Sullivan, *Eric Hillebrandt, 
Colin DeLucca, Andrea Herdman, Nick Biesiada, Joe Charmello.  Middle row (l-r) Kaleigh 
DeLucca, Victoria Russell,  Allyson Keegan, *Nicole Leveille.  Front row (l-r) *Alexis 
Wojtowicz, *Ashley Wojtowicz.  (Photo by Tom Burkard) 
*Indicates community service volunteers.

The City of South Amboy Recre-
ation Department sponsors the Summer 
Arts & Crafts Program at three parks 
for the entertainment of our youngsters.  
The program began Monday, June 25, 
2011 and ran through to Friday, July 
20, 2011.

The City would like to introduce the 
counselors who work at these parks and 
their Supervisor.

Karen Charmello Koestler, Rec-
reation Supervisor, started with the 
program in 1985 as a counselor, moving 
up to her current position in 1988.

Victoria Russell ,  AUGUST 
CHARMELLO PARK, CONLOGUE 
AVENUE, is a 2008 graduate of South 
Amboy High School and is a senior 
attending Kean University majoring in 
Math Ed. This is Victoria’s fifth year 
with the program.

Kaleigh DeLucca, AUGUST 
CHARMELLO PARK, CONLOGUE 
AVENUE, is a 2008 graduate of South 
Amboy High School.  Kaleigh is attend-
ing Kean University majoring in Phys 
Ed/Health.  This is her fifth year with 
the program.

Katey Charmello, HUGHES/
BROWN PARK, BARKALOW 
STREET, is a 2008 graduate of South 
Amboy High School. Katey is a senior 
at Stockton College majoring in Visual 
Arts/Education.  This is her firth year 
with the program.

Andrea Herdman, HUGHES/
BROWN PARK, BARKALOW 
STREET, is a 2009 graduate of South 
Amboy High School and is entering 
her senior year at Rowan University 
majoring in Broadcast Journalism.  This 
is Andrea’s fourth year with the pro-
gram.

Joe Charmello, HUGHES/BROWN 
PARK, BARKALOW STREET, is a 
2010 graduate of South Amboy High 
School.  Joe is attending Stockton Col-
lege.  This is his third year with the 

program.
Colin DeLucca, AUGUST CHARM-

ELLO PARK, CONLOGUE AVENUE, 
is a 2010 graduate of South Amboy High 
School.  Colin is a junior at Kean Univer-
sity majoring in Communications/Public 
Relations.  This is his third year with the 
program.

Allyson Keegan, CLAIRE/CHARLES 
REILLY PARK, SOUTH PINE AVENUE, 
is a 2012 graduate of South Amboy High 
School and will be attending Montclair 
University as a freshman in the fall.  Al-
lyson will be majoring in Broadcast Jour-
nalism.  She was a Community Service 
Volunteer Counselor with our program, this 
is her first year as an official counselor.

Nicholas Biesiada, CLAIRE/
CHARLES REILLY PARK, is a 2012 
graduate of South Amboy High School.  
He will be attending Villanova University 
as a freshmen in the fall majoring in Eco-
nomics.  Nick was a Community Service 
Volunteer Counselor with our program 
for five years.  This is his first year as an 
official counselor with the program.

LIVESTRONG	at	
the	YMCA	Kicks	

Off	New	Session	in	
September

Cancer is a life-changing disease that 
takes a tremendous toll on a person, both 
physically and emotionally.  The Y and 
LIVESTRONG have joined forces to create 
LIVESTRONG at the YMCA, a research-
based physical activity and well-being initia-
tive designed to help adult cancer survivors 
achieve their holistic health goals.

The South Amboy Branch YMCA will 
be kicking off its next session in Septem-
ber.  Throughout the free 12-week session, 
LIVESTRONG at the YMCA participants 
work with Y staff trained in supportive cancer 
care to safely achieve their goals.  These 
include building muscle mass and strength; 
increasing flexibility and endurance; and 
improving confidence and self-esteem.  By 
focusing on the whole person and not the 
disease, LIVESTRONG at the YMCA is 
helping people move beyond cancer in spirit, 
mind and body.

For  more  in format ion  about 
LIVESTRONG, please contact Debbie 
Martinez at 732-316-8223 or livestrong.-
southamboy@ymcaofmewsa.org.

A	Cool	Summer	At	
Dowdell	Library
Between the covers - summer reading 

for adults! Spend time this summer between 
the covers of a good book.  It’s a great way 
to learn new things, or simply to relax and 
unwind.  Or…drop in Thursday mornings at 
10:30 am for a cool James Bond flick!  Like-
wise, it’s not too late to join the community’s 
Summer Club @ Dowdell.  Weekly give-
aways and grand prize drawings sponsored 
by the Friends of the Library, Jacqueline’s 
Florist and O’ireland’s are ongoing.  

Also, an exciting program produced by 
the Peter Smith School of Irish Dance will 
take place on Monday, August 20th from 
6:30 – 7:30 pm.

For children: Drop in or contact the 
library for details on the kid’s “build-your-
robot” and music playlist programs.   Further-
more, don’t miss the spectacular adventure 
“Dragon and Dreams” program on Thursday, 
August 23 at 3:30 pm or the movie “Dr Se-
uss’ the Lorax” – which will be shown on 
Tuesday, August 28th at 5:45 pm.

 The Dowdell Library is located adjacent 
to the South Amboy High School. To contact 
the library: 732.721.6060 or comments@
dowdell.org. The library is online at www.
dowdell.org.

South	Amboy	
Knights	Select	

Officers
South Amboy Knights of Columbus 

#426 have selected their officers for the 
Columbian year 2012-13.  Grand Knight-
Raymond Suchcicki ; Deputy Grand Knight-
Dave Martin; Chaplain-Rev. Stanley Gro-
madzki; Chancellor-Edward Ryniec; War-
den-Joe Durnya; Recorder-Ken Smetana; 
Treasurer-Steve Schmid; Financial Secre-
tary-Deacon Rich O’Brien; Advocate-Peter 
Luccarelli; Lector-Saverio Sagliocco; Inside 
Guard-Peter Kennedy; Outside Guard-Cory 
Freudenberg; 3-Year Trustee-Craig Biesiada; 
2-Year Trustee-Albert DiGuilio; 1-Year 
Trustee-Wayne Castello.
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Amy Bernstein of East Windsor crosses the finish line to finish 1st place in the Women’s Division 
of the Frog Hollow 5K race. She also won the race in 2011. (Photo by Tom Burkard)

Justin and Brett Moran, 10-year old twins from Sayreville proudly show the medals they 
won while competing in the Frog Hollow race.  (Photo by Tom Burkard)

Top	Locals	In	Frog	Hollow	Race
Our top local finishers in the Frog Hol-

low race (finishing position precedes each 
name) were:

Men 1-Greg Kuczynski, Sayreville 
17:58.3; 2-Ryan Moran-Sayreville; 7-Daniel 
Torres-Parlin; 8-Ken Huryk (formerly of 
South Amboy); 9-Thomas O’Leary, Sayre-

ville; 10-Jared Gonsalves, South Amboy.
Women 2-Shannon McKenna, Parlin; 

7-Megan Zakrzewski, South Amboy; 8-
Maureen McKenna, Parlin; 9-Cathy Mas-
torio, Parlin.

Congratulations to all who partici-
pated!
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Once an ornate building and a vibrant producer of electrical power, the JCP&L building of 
yesteryear has to go the way of many obsolete facilities, to the scrap pile.  Built in the mid 
1920’s, and early 1930’s, the plant was originally owned by the Pennsylvania Electric Co., 
who in turn relinquished it to E.H. Werner, that of JCP&L.  Demolition will take approximately 
15 to 18 months after the work begins.  (Photo/story by Joe Lotkowictz)

Remembering	The	Glory	Days	Of	The	
Early	Jersey	Shore	1900-1960	Part	2

By Fran Fitzmorris
As part of The SA Times Annual Jersey 

Shore issue, we will take a look at a bygone 
era when the first Jersey Shore was right here 
in the Raritan Bay area.  The towns most 
identified with the Raritan Bay are South 
Amboy, Laurence Harbor, Cliffwood Beach, 
and Morgan—yes, Morgan had a dance 
pavilion in the 1920’s.  To put everything in 
geographical perspective, Asbury Park was 
probably the beginning of the “real” shore, 
however to the residents of South Amboy 
and other local towns, Laurence Harbor and 
Cliffwood would be most accessible and cost 
friendly.  Before the 1920’s, the local trol-
ley lines brought bathers to these beaches.  
Then, starting with the 1920’s, buses began 
to make regular runs along with the local 
railroads brought in our area.  Outside of 
the allure, Asbury, there was really no need 
to go anywhere else but here.

As early as 1910, Laurence Harbor was 
well known for its “1 mile of high bluff 
overlooking the shoreline.”  Sometime 
during those early years of the 20th century, 
Laurence Lamb, for whom the city was 
named, began to ; buy up land that was then 
part of Madison Twp., and subdivide the land 
near the beach into bungalows, either for 
summer use or year round living.  You can 
still see some of the bungalows built then 
and later on, as you ride on Rt. 35.  Lamb’s 
impact was immediately felt, as he used 
400 acres along the shore front to build a 
golf course, a country club, dance pavilion, 
and an amusement area.  This amusement 
area soon had a Ferris Wheel, a Merry-Go-
Round, and a Seaplane ride.  At night, the 
lights from those rides could be seen in 
Perth Amboy, Staten Island, Brooklyn, and 

(Continued on page 17)
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The	World’s	Biggest	Collector?	
Al	Gomolka	Jr.,	Who	Else?

By Tom Burkard

Al Gomolka Jr. proudly displays a few of 
his favorite collectables.  (Photo by Tom 
Burkard)

Everyone has a collection or in most 
cases we have more than one collection, 
but I’m willing to bet that no one who reads 
The SA Times has as many collections of 
interesting items as Al Gomolka Jr., our 
newspaper’s “Poet Laureate.”

In an exclusive interview with the 
former Morgan resident who now resides 
in Hillsborough, I try to find out  about the 
interesting life of possibly the “World’s 
Biggest Collector.”

“Collecting is anything more than one 
article,” according to Gomolka.  He started on 
this road to fun and profit way back in 1955 in 
Morgan by initially collecting baseball cards, 
stamps, rocks and polished stones.  “Then 
the comic books came along, and everything, 
you name it followed,” he said.

Al said that when “I was young, I col-
lected as a hobby for the fun of it, and now 
in my older age, I collect as an investment.”  
He certainly loves collecting because he 
mentions that, “It takes up your time, and 
I’m doing things I like to do.  A lot of my 
collecting is visual, so I like to see things 
I collect.”

Nowadays, there has been a lot of light 
shed about hoarding on TV shows or through 
other media, so I asked Al if he considered 
himself a hoarder and he answered, “I con-
sider myself an extreme- collector, but not a 
hoarder.  I have so many different collections 
of such weird stuff.”

His  top 3 favorite collections in or-
der are: baseball cards, comic books, and 
postcards.  Gomolka says that his baseball 
card compilation is his largest and numbers 
between 2 .5 and 3 million total cards.  Of 
course it is his most valuable collection, 
and he said his top item is the 1952 Topps 
Mickey Mantle rookie baseball card, that 
he values “In my condition at $15,000 to 
$25,000!  Whew!  Sure wish I had all of 
the baseball cards my mom threw out, way 
back when!

So, Al, where have you acquired your 

collectibles through the years?  “When I was 
very young, I used to get collectibles from 
my fellow classmates at school, parents, 
grandparents, family members, and friends.  
Then, I would go to Englishtown Auction, 
flea markets, yard sales, and also get them 
through word-of-mouth, everywhere.”  One 
might say that Englishtown is kind of like 
a second home for the man of many col-
lections.  He estimates that he has shopped 
there between 1,000 and 1,500 times in 50 
years!  “It’s one of my main places to seek 
and find collectibles,” he stated.

  What advice would you give to a 
youngster starting off in collecting?  “I’d 
tell them to go for it!  Just start collecting 
what you like.  That’s what I started doing.  
Keep going for what you like as long as you 
have the room.  That’s one of the reasons 
why I have to get rid of stuff.” 

There comes a time when a person can 
accumulate too much of something and 
has to cut back on what they purchase, or 
streamline the items, and in this case, Al 
Gomolka Jr. is looking to sell some of his 
outstanding artifacts and collectibles.  “One 
of the reasons I’m doing this interview is to 
let some people know what I collect, and that 
I’m going to start unloading and selling to 
let other people enjoy my collections as I’ve 
been enjoying them for almost 60 years,” he 
said.  His long-range plans are to “probably 
just keep a few of my very good collections 
and sell most of the other stuff.”

Al Gomolka Jr. is easily the biggest 
collector in the South Amboy/Sayreville 
area, if not the entire world.  This “Man of 
Many Collections” has had a most unique 
and interesting life, and certainly learned 
so much through the years about his many 
different collections.

The following are the collections of Al 
Gomolka Jr., and the approximate number 
of items in each collection, followed by 
the approximate earliest year of the item in 
parenthesis ( ):

Baseball Cards-2.5 million (1887); 
non-sports cards-50,000 (1890’s); post-
cards-33,000 (1890’s); matchbooks-2,000 
(1920’s); View Master viewer and reels-
1,700 (1940’s); comic books-12,000 
(1940’s);  Vintage magazines, Life, Post, 
Boys Life, etc.-800 (1890’s); Sports Il-
lustrated magazines-800 (1950’s); other 
sport magazines-200 (1920’s); movie & TV 
magazines-200 (1910); National Geographic 
magazine-400 (1910); Coins-3,000 (1812); 
paper money bills-300 (1895): old Bibles-
15 (1800); old books-4,000 (1754); sport 
books-400 (1890’s); magazine ads-8,000 
(1910); doorknobs-90 (1840); old tools-
300 (1700’s); old board games-45 (1906); 
old pottery-40 (1500-1700); old pottery 
chards-750 (1790); Indian arrowheads & 
tool beads –some (900 A.D.); shell collec-
tion-2,800 (from all over the world); rock 
collection-2,000 (from all over the world); 
gem stone collection-900 (from all over the 
world); polished stones-1,500 (from all over 
the world); fluorescent rocks-125 (mostly 

(Continued on page 17
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Pictured is one of the real fine cashiers Sue Dill Ellwinger, who worked for Ed Munn at the 
old Raritan Diner on Bordentown Ave. in South Amboy.   Agnes “Aggie” Moore was another 
popular cashier at the legendary landmark.  These ladies were two of the finest people 
you’d ever want to meet.  When you paid for your lunch, they made you feel like you had 
a home-cooked meal at their house.  Well, the diner is gone now and so are these two 
wonderful women who took your money and made your change.  May God bless them 
both.  (Photo/story by Joe Lotkowictz)

Grace	 McCrone	 was the Class of 2012 
Valedictorian at Sacred Heart School.  In 
addition, she was awarded the Academic 
Excellence Award from the Love Life, Pro-
Life Organization of Sacred Heart Church 
and also the President’s Education Award 
for Outstanding Academic Excellence.  She 
will be attending the Middlesex Academy for 
Allied Health and Biomedical Sciences in the 
fall.  Congratulations, Grace!  (Photo/info 
submitted) 

WWW.?

Money
By Al Gomolka Jr.

Times Poet Laureate
c. 1996

Seek not the almighty dollar
It yields almighty woe
To be rich is not what it seems
Live content and within your means
Priceless is the gift of health
More than stardom, more than wealth
Work doing something you like
Raise your kids up right
Give more to others
For selfishness smothers
To have a home and food 
And family and friends
Money is worthless, just a means to an 
end.

This 2003 picture is of a local business that was located on the outskirts of South Amboy 
and faded out over the next few years.  If you happen to know what this is a photo of, let 
us know at: thesatimes.com. (Photo/info by Joe Lotkowictz)

June	Winners
Correct answers for last month’s 

WWW.? mystery photo contest were Kali 
Jewelry, located on Rt. 35 North in the 
Morgan section of Sayreville, or the Sub 
Marina, which was the previous business.   
Our very observant and faithful SA Times 
readers who correctly identified the structure 
were: Marian Mills, Chuck Pickard, Estelle 
Pluskota, Pat & Bill Scully, Pete McIntyre, 
Joan Fulham, Marie English, W. Tom Kross, 
Peggy Yuhas, Dennis & Kathy O’Leary, and 
Lynn Loy.  Congratulations!

Trip	To	Sands	
Casino

The OLV Seniors are sponsoring a 
trip to the Sands Casino and the Shops at 
the Sands in Bethlehem, Pennsylvania on 
Sunday, October 21, 2012. The cost of the 
trip is $30.00 per person and includes bus 
transportation, driver gratuity, snacks on the 
way home. Each person will receive $20.00 
slot money and a $5.00 food voucher. One 
lucky winner will win a comp. The bus will 
leave the OLV lower parking lot located on 
Karcher Street at 1:00PM and return ap-
proximately 9:00PM. This trip is open to all. 
For information or reservations call Geri or 
Joe at 732-257-4351.

Managing	Stress	
with	Practical	
Stressbusters

Does stress dominate your life? Stress 
is an inevitable part of modern life so it is 
essential to master effective coping skills. 
With the right approach, we can cultivate 
happiness, peace, balance, and stress-free 
living. This program will examine stress and 
explore various tools and strategies. Topics 
to be covered are: What is stress? What 
causes stress? What is stress management? 
The mind/body connection and the power 
of a positive attitude; Simple tools that can 
be used to combat stress such as breathing 
techniques, meditation, stretching, mindful-
ness, creative visualization and more; Learn 
to become a champion over stress. Michele 
B. Granberg offers individual sessions and 
workshops on Stress Management from 
her office in Plainsboro, NJ. Visit  www.
michelebengoran.com for more information. 
Sayreville Public Library, Wednesday, Au-
gust 22 from 7:00-8:30PM. Register online 
or contact Alaina at alainad@lmxac.org or 
call 732-727-0212 ex. 25.

Enjoy	The	Trip
By Dennis O’Leary

c. 2005
Today is the only day, 
Now is the only hour
Give yourself a break, old friend
Let’s see who you are now
We all make mistakes
Or learning curves, let’s say
But you still have this moment
We both still have today
My soul does know the truth
That this is but a game
A play, a song, a movie show
Illusion, just the same
I think I’ll play for laughs the game
A song and dance man, me
If we don’t take it seriously
Just think how, we’ll be free
So let’s hold hands 
And dance my friend
Let’s sing songs and skip
We might not be perfect, but
Let’s still enjoy the trip.

Library	Announces	
Summer	Events	For	

Children
Campfire Fun – Join us for campfire 

songs, spooky stories, group games and 
s’mores!  For  children entering grades 1 
and up.  Space is limited!  Tuesday, Au-
gust 7 at 6:00 PM at the Sayreville Public 
Library.  Register online by visiting: www.
sayrevillelibray.org and click the “Events” 
tab. For more information call: 732-727-
0212 Ext. 26. 

Summer Reading Club Tricky Tray 
Finale – For all children who join the sum-
mer reading club and who log reading hours 
throughout the summer at the Sayreville 
Library.  We will raffle over 100 fabulous 
prizes including books, DVD’s, and toys.  
Thursday, August 23 at 6:00 PM at the 
SAYREVILLE SENIOR CENTER.   Reg-
ister online beginning August 1 by visiting: 
www.sayrevillelibrary.org or call732-727-
0212 Ext. 26 more information.

Email	for	Beginners
Learn how to create a free Yahoo email 

address and use email. First preference 
goes to Sayreville patrons who haven’t 
taken this class before.  You must know 
how to use the mouse and have a basic un-
derstanding of how to use the keyboard to 
take this course. Sayreville Public Library, 
Monday, August 13 from 6:00-8:00PM. 
Register online, contact Alaina at alainad@
lmxac.org or call 732-727-0212 ex. 25.  

Remembering	
When?

A couple of people in last month’s 
photo “Remembering When” from the 
1946 Welcome Home/Baby Parade, were 
possibly identified.  Michael Devin guessed 
that the “two people in the center were Tom 
Bennett and Helen Ann McCloud.  Marlene 
Schachel -Letwenski , who was the only one 
in the photo initially identified, said that she 
thought the two people in the center were 
Durskis.

Tom,
I f  m y 

ciphering is 
correct, your 
latest edition 
took 34 days, and 
32 pages.   How you 
managed and covered so much is 
amazing!  If you were working for me, I’d 
give you at least the weekend off.  At my 
age, reading is only half-fast, (read that 
fast).  I will still be reading and enjoying 
the June issue until the next edition.  AND 
ANOTHER EXCELLENT JOB!  Keep up 
the good work!

Ken Rogers
(Former South Amboy Councilman/

Businessman)

Dear. Editor
I just wanted to say thank you to Frog 

Hollow for organizing such a great  5K race. 
My husband ran this race two years ago and  
my kids and I were excited to join him this 
year for the challenge. It was a great family 
affair including the Kid Run. It was very 
well organized and a great day to spend 
with family and other people. Also a great 
way todonate to South Amboy Fire Dept. 
And South Amboy First Aid Squad. I have 
to say I can’t wait to do it again next year. 
I won first in my age group and thanks to 
Isabella Fitness.com for making me believe 
I can accomplish anything! Until next year 
to beat my own time!

Sincerely,
Cathy Mastorio

YMCA	Trains	Young	
Runners	for	5K	

The South Amboy Branch YMCA is 
starting a Running Club for children ages 
8-12 to train for the Garbolino Memorial 
5K held in September.  This is a great way 
for kids to meet friends and socialize while 
exercising.  The Club will meet on Sundays 
10-11am at Raritan Bay Waterfront Park 
from August 5 to September 16.

The YMCA of Metuchen, Edison, 
Woodbridge & South Amboy hosts the Janice 
Garbolino Memorial 5K Walk/Run every 
year in honor of the former Health & Wellness 
Director of the Metuchen Branch Y who lost 
her battle with breast cancer.  All proceeds 
from the event support the LiveSTRONG at 
the YMCA Program, which is a free 12-week 
physical activity and wellness program for 
cancer survivors.  This year’s event will be 
held on Saturday, September 22 at Roosevelt 
Park in Edison.

Runners will train for this race by im-
proving their running form and working on 
stamina.  They will progress to longer runs 
from week to week in preparation of the 5K.  
Running Club is $40 for members and $60 
for non-members; non-members are required 
to have an active Program membership 
at registration.  Registration includes the 
child’s entry fee to the Garbolino Memorial 
5K.   Please call Mike Manfre, our Physical 
Director, with any questions at 732-316-8208 
or visit our website for more information: 
www.ymcaofmewsa.org.

The Miraculous Prayer
Dear Heart of Jesus, in the past I have asked for many 

favors.  This time I ask you this my special one (mention 
favor).  Take it, Dear Jesus, and place it within your own 
broken heart, where your Father sees it.  Then, in His merci-
ful eyes, it will become your favor, not mine.  Amen.  (Say 
this prayer for 3 days, promise publication and your favor 
will be granted.  Never known to fail.)  -E.P.

Switzer	Named	
Teacher	Of	The	

Year
Lauren Switzer was one of three teachers 

voted as Teacher of the Year by the students 
at the inner-city, Shabazz High School in 
Newark.  Miss Switzer taught general and 
advanced placement Chemistry.  She became 
the first teacher in the school’s history to win 
this prestigious award twice.  Lauren is a 
2001 graduate of Sayreville War Memorial 
HS, and a 2005 Seton Hall University gradu-
ate, who majored in Biology/Chemistry.   In 
September, she will be teaching at Monmouth 
HS, and has coaching offers.

Miss Switzer is known to have command 
of her classroom, and respects and truly 
cares for each student.  She prepares 2 plus 
hours per night for the next days teaching 
assignment.  Congratulations, Lauren and 
best of luck! 
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Music	Trivia
Girls Names That Start

With The Letter “C”
By Tom Burkard

1.__Cara Linn a. The Hollies
2.__Carol b. Brian Wilson
3.__Caroline, No c. The Strangeloves
4.__Carrie d. The Everly Bros.
5.__Cecilia e. Neil Diamond
6.__Caterina f. Chuck Berry
7.__Cara Mia g. Europe
8.__Cathy’s Clown h. Jay & The Americans
9.__Cherry, Cherry i. Perry Como
10._Carrie-Anne j. Simon & Garfunkel

Answers
1c 2f 3b 4g 5j 6i 7h 8d 9e 10a.

Crosby, Stills, & Nash are pictured performing one of their many hits during a sold out 
concert at Count Basie Theatre in Red Bank recently.  (Photo by Tom Burkard)

Crosby,	Stills	&	Nash	Still	Super
By Steve Schmid

David Crosby, Stephen Stills, and 
Graham Nash brought their fantastic vocal 
harmonies to a capacity crowd at Count 
Basie Theatre in Red Band on June 29th.  
The concert brought many people back to 
the exciting days of the late 1960’s and early 
1970’s.  Crosby, Stills, and Nash performed 
many of their hits representing the folk re-
vivals of the 50’s and early 60’s, The Age of 
Protest, and The Summer of Love.  

They started the show off with “Carry 
On,” and also turned in a great rendition of 
“Long Time Gone,” which was a response to 
the assassination of Robert F. Kennedy.  CS 
& N introduced a new song, “Almost Gone,” 

which protests the treatment of an American 
soldier accused of leaking classified infor-
mation.  They continued with other big hits 
and well-known tunes such as “Marrakesh 
Express,” “Our House,” “Wooden Ships,” 
“Southern Cross,” “Déjà vu,” and “Almost 
Cut My Hair.”

Crosby, Stills, & Nash performed an 
encore to a standing ovation of “Suite: 
Judy Blue Eyes.”  This song showed off 
the fabulous harmony of the three men who 
sound almost the same, if not better, as when 
they arrived on the national music scene at 
Woodstock in 1969. 

#1	Pop	Hits	On	July	
28

2008-I Kissed A Girl-Katy Perry
1994-I Swear-All-4-One
1985-Everytime You Go Away-Paul 
Young
1977-Looks Like We Made It-Barry Ma-
nilow
1961-Tossin’ And Turnin’-Bobby Lewis

#1	Country	Hits	On	
July	28

2002-The Good Stuff-Kenny Chesney
1993-Chattahoochee-Alan Jackson
1988-Set ‘Em Up Joe-Vern Gosdin
1971-Bright Lights, Big City-Sonny 
James
1969-Johnny B. Goode-Buck Owens

45	Years	Ago
July 7, 1967-The South Amboy Recre-

ation Commission held a Teenage Dance at 
the City Hall playground near the old City 
Hall on John Street.  The music was provided 
by a band called “The Investments.”  Does 
anyone know who was in this group?  Please 
let us know.

One	Hit	Wonders
25 Years Ago
1987-Right On Track-The Breakfast 

Club; Funky Town-Pseudo Echo; Heart & 
Soul-T’Pau; Luka-Suzanne Vega; Touch 
of Gray-The Grateful Dead;  Living In A 
Box-Living In A Box; Casanova-Levert;  
I Want To Be Your Man-Roger; Kiss Him 
Goodbye-The Nylons.

PRAyER To THE BLESSED VIRgIn
(Never known to fail)  Oh, most beautiful flower 

of Mt. Carmel, Fruitful vine, splendor of Heaven, 
blessed Mother of the Son of God, Immaculate 
Virgin, assist me in my necessity.  Oh Star of the Sea, 
help me and show me, herein  you are my mother.  
Oh, Holy Mary, Mother of God, Queen of Heaven 
and Earth!  I humbly beseech you from the bottom 
of my heart to succor me in this necessity.  There 
are none that can withstand your power.  Oh, show 
me herein you are my mother.  Oh Mary, conceived 
without sin, pray for us who have recourse to thee (3 
times).  Holy Mary, I place this cause in your hands 
(3 times).  Say this prayer for 3 consecutive days.  
You must publish  it and it will be granted to you.  
Thank you.  -M.M.

a donation of three new or used DVDs 
for the library.

The Dowdell Library Foundation is a 
501 (c)(3) non-profit organization. For more 
information, visit www.DowdellFoundation.
org or call (732) 316-1078.

Texas	Roadhouse	
Dining To Benefit 

South	Amboy	
Library

(Continued from page 1)

A very young fan joined Rory Kelly on stage, and really enjoyed guitar instructions from the 
rock star.  (Photo by Tom Burkard)

Tina Kelly did a fine job opening the concert on July 3rd at the Waterfront Park celebration.  
(Photo by Tom Burkard)
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from NJ); fossils-85 (from all over the 
world); marbles-15,000 (early 1900’s); clay 
marbles-45 (1700’s); old photographs-900 
(1860’s); movie posters & theater cards-40 
(1920’s); 8 x 10 movie stills-250 (1920’s); 
old fountain pens-15 (1900); ball point pens-
400 (1950’s); coloring books-250 (1920’s); 
Venus Paradise colored photos-60 (1940’s); 
guitars-14 (1870’s); other musical instru-
ments-15 (1700’s); old ceramic statues-35 
(1800’s); old vases-70 (1800’s); calendars-
600 (1920’s); old toys-300 (1890’s); blocks 
of  different kinds of wood-120 (1930’s);  
old artist frames-400 (1800’s); old cigarette 
packs-20 (1920’s); old firecracker labels-
25 (1940’s); bird feathers-600 (from all 
over the world); rings-1,000-(1930’s); old 
jewelry pieces-200 (1800’s); comic book 
ads-950 (1940’s); autographs-sports and 
celebrities-50; maps-450 (1900); old axes 
and tomahawks-15 (1800’s); old Bakelite 
plastic samples-80 (all colors); beach glass-
1,000 (all rare colors); old rosaries-250 
(1800’s); old prayer cards-400 (1920’s); 
cigar bands-600 (1940’s); cups & saucers-
40 (1800’s); Roseville pottery-15 (1930’s); 
Depression glass-100 pieces (1930’s); other 
antique glassware-100 pieces (1890’s); old 
bottles-500 (1870’s); old car hood orna-
ments-10 (1920’s); old car hubcaps-15 
(1930’s); old political & other buttons-300 
(1910); old paintings & prints-70 (early 
1800’s); stamps-18,000 (pre-Civil War); 
silver dollars-60 (1870); paper money-300 
(1890); old metal or tin boxes-100 (1890); 
old wooden cigar boxes-40 (1920); old 
silverware-300 pieces (1790); old baseball 
uniforms (non-pro)-35 (1960’s); old collec-
tors t-shirts-25 (1950’s); old ladies hats-20 
(1920’s); baseball caps-60 (on all subjects); 
cutouts for scrapbooks-600 (all topics); key 
collection-700 (1700’s); napkins-100 (fa-
mous places & designs); old seed packs-100 
(1930’s); old sleds-10 (1900); sunglasses-60 
pairs (back to WW II); bottle caps-2,000 
(all kinds, back to 1940’s); personal poetry 
works-450 poems (1960); Hess trucks-60 
(1970’s); puzzles-70 (1920); model cars-
35 (1960’s); Golden children’s books-350 
(1940’s); Abe Lincoln collection-over 500 
pieces & artifacts; Marilyn collection- over 
3,000; Little Rascals collection-over 400; 
Beverly Hillbillies-over 400; I Love Lucy 
collection-over 500; Three Stooges-over 
300; Mickey Mantle collection-over 1,000; 
Duke Snider collection-over 500; original 
artwork-26 (1800’s); Epherma (paper)-2,100 
(early 1800’s); vintage pulp magazines-40 
(1920); old bottles-375 (1800); old cigarette 
lighters-20 (1920); The Beatles-200 pieces 
(1960’s); Boy Scouts-150 pieces (1900); 
Pennants (various subjects)-60; World’s Fair-
30 (1800’s); bobbing head dolls-20 (1960’s); 
fishing lures-50 (1900); old vintage Christ-
mas tree ornaments-450 (1910); vintage PEZ 
dispensers-190 (1950’s); photographs-800 
(1880); music boxes-30 (1900); Hot Wheels/
Matchbox cars-250 (1960’s); Laurel & Hardy 
collection over 200 pieces & artifacts; old 8 
mm movies-45 (all subjects); 8-track tape 
colletion-700; 78 rpm records-500 (1910); 
33 rpm record albums (all kinds of music)-

10,000; 45 rpm records-6,000; cassette 
tapes-700; VHS tapes-500; World War II 
collection-400 pieces & artifacts; personal 
daily diary-37 books; old railroad books-75 
(1800’s); perfume test strips-45 (1960’s); 
Formica samples-55 (1950’s); old bowl-
ing balls-28 (1950); calendars-260 (1933);  
art frames-125 (1890’s); nature slides-350 
(1930); metal tin type photos-18 (1860); old 
men’s neckties-200 (1920); vintage sweat-
ers-60 (1940); video cards-325 (1990’s); 
tickets & ticket stubs-250 (1950); sheet 
music-600 (1910); Christmas cards-3,000 
(1901); lace doilies-75 (1800); mens/ladies 
handkerchiefs-60 (1910); personal trophy 
collection (all sports) 40; belt buckle col-
lection-70 (1920); smoking pipes collection-
120 (1880); wooden canes/walking sticks-
150 (1910); matchbox/toy cars-450 (1940); 
beer cans/bottles-350 (1950); old religious 
statues-35 (1920); state park brouchures-150 
(1940); old wooden golf clubs-25 (1900); 
golf ball (from around the world with all 
manufacturers & subjects)-850; Syracuse 
University collectables-200 (1920); wres-
tling figurines-110 (1970); wrestling maga-
zines-460 (1940); Hess trucks 60 (1970’s); 
pocket knives-200 (1800); license plates 
(all states)-80 (1920); decorative tea pots-22 
(1900); magazine insert cards-750 (1950); 
BB and toy guns-14 (1940); Smokey Bear-
600 articles (1940); Frisbees-45 (1960); 
photographic slides, all subjects-400 (1950); 
Avon bottles-32 (1950); telephone pole 
insulators-75 (1910); decorative beads-300 
different (1940); Halloween masks & hats-55 
(1950); vintage calendars-450 (1930); tennis 
rackets-14 (1950); historic newspapers-220 
(back to WW II); recipe cards-625 (1950); 
travel destination brochures-650  (1950); 
lunch boxes-40 (1950); collectable magnets-
275 (1940); collectable pocket mirrors-30 
(1960); decks of playing cards-200 (1920); 
baseball bats & gloves-150 (1910); coloring 
books-250 (1930); playbills-200 (1940); 
vintage paperback books-1,000 (1920); 
movie/TV 8 x 10 glossys-225 (1920); bobble 
head dolls (sports & entertainment) (1950); 
vintage cereal boxes-225 (1930); axes & 
hatchets-15 (1850); dress clothes buttons-
12,000 (1800’s); sunglasses-65 (1910); old 
railroad books, maps & memorabilia-220 
(1920); old decorative ribbons-65 (1890); 
cloth patches (arm) all subjects from around 
the world-375; Barbie & GI Joe dolls-15 
(1960); old tins (cookies, candy, tobacco, 
etc.)-60 (late 1800’s); Currier & Ives prints-
200 (late 1800’s); binoculars-15 pairs (back 
to WW II); jigsaw puzzles-85 (1920); old 
candy & gum wrappers-250 (1950); sports 
yearbooks-280 (1947); Chick Publications 
(mini comics)-125 (1970); Circus Freaks 
memorabilia-45 (1920); 1-page cartoons-
700 (1940); restaurant menus-25 (1950)….
The end!!!!  At least until he starts his next 
collection!

If anyone is interested in purchasing 
any of Al’s fantastic collections, call 908-
359-5538 for more information.   If you’re 
looking for a specific item, he most likely 
has it!

The	World’s	Biggest	Collector?	
Al	Gomolka	Jr.,	Who	Else?

(Continued from page 14)

A Car Show and Fundraiser was held last month at the Clarksburg Inn located in Clarksburg 
NJ.  The Inn is co-owned by Joe Graber (r), born and raised in South Amboy and his wife 
Diane  (l), born and raised in Sayreville. Tom Mulvey of Sayreville (c) won the trophy for 
Best Paint in the show, all three are standing in front of Tom’s 1963 Sting Ray.  (Photo by 
James Kopystecky)

School	Sports
By Tom Burkard

Tartza	Wins	
Heptathlon

Sayreville senior Brandie Tartza won the 
Vertical Adventures Women’s Heptathlon at 
Lenape HS recently.  She captured first place 
in the 100 meter hurdles, and long jump, 
while finishing 2nd place in the shotput, and 
high jump.  Brandie’s 1st place point total 
of 3,395 easily outdistanced the 2nd place 
finisher Alyssa Glover of Princeton, who had 
3,207 points.  Congratulations, Brandie!

Eagles	Get	New	
Football	Coach
Cardinal McCarrick/St. Mary’s will 

feature a new football coach this season.  
Rich Hilliard, who was an assistant to Coach 
Lou Quaglia last year, has been named the 
Eagles coach.  Prior to coming to the land 
of Eagles, Hilliard was an assistant coach at 
Bishop Ahr for 8 years under his brother Ron 
Hilliard.  Rich also played 5 years of semi-pro 
football for the New Jersey Oaks.

Quaglia was at the Blue & Gold helm 
for 3 seasons, and finished 5-15.  The 
Eagles overall record under 3 coaches for 
the last 8 years is 15-55.  Good luck, Coach 
Hilliard!

Sayreville	Summer	
Jam

(Info courtesy of Blake Velazquez)
The Sayreville Summer Jam will be 

held on Sat., Aug. 18th from 10 a.m. to 4 
p.m. at Borough Hall Park, 167 Main St., 
Sayreville.  Check in is at 10 a.m.  A FREE 
3 on 3 Basketball Tournament will be fea-
tured.  Age brackets (9-10) (11-13) 14-16) 
(17 & Up).  There will also be a 3-point 
contest; slam dunk contest; halftime show; 
FREE food & drinks; Giveaways; Trophies 
for 1st, 2nd, 3rd place, Slam Dunk and MVP.  
Pre-registration is required with full team 
at: www.3tmi.com.

College	Chatter
University of Texas Pan American 

catcher, Mike McCarthy was selected to the 
1st team of the All-Great West Conference.  
Mike is the son of former South Amboy 
resident and legendary Hoffman HS catcher 
Joe “Moose” McCarthy.  Congratulations, 
Mike!

Ferenci		Chosen	
Coach	Of	The	Year

Luanne Ferenci, former all-around 
sports star at Sayreville War Memorial HS, 
was selected the 2012 Softball Coach-of-
the-Year by The Express Times newspaper 
that covers Warren County and surrounding 
areas.

Ferenci, coached the Warren Hills Blue 
Streaks girls softball squad to a school-record 
21 victories, finishing at an outstanding 21-5, 
and their first NJSIAA sectional champion-
ship with a 6-3, nine-inning victory over 
Chatham in the North 2 Group 3 title contest.  
Warren Hills also tied for the Skyland Con-
ference title for the first time ever.

The Coach-of-the-Year honor was most 
rewarding to Ferenci, who has won numer-
ous awards over her illustrious athletic 
career, ranging from her three-sport days at 
Sayreville, onto Rutgers University, where 
she became one of the first athletes to take 
advantage of the Title IX movement in the 
early ‘70’s.  While at RU, she starred in field 
hockey for 4 years, as well as playing softball 
and basketball for a year each.

Luanne also coached Field Hockey at 
Warren Hills from 1981-1999, and has the 
most wins of any coach in the school’s his-
tory, with a superb 226-101-41 record.   In 
addition, she was a head softball coach on the 
college level, and also an assistant women’s 
basketball coach.  She also played semi-pro 
softball and in top-rated field hockey tourna-
ments after graduating from college.  

Rita Marczak Ferenci, who resides in 
Old Bridge, is Luanne’s very proud mother.  
Congratulations Luanne, on your great ac-
complishments!  

as far south as Atlantic Highlands.  
Through the 20’s and 30’s, Lamb was able 
to attract famous people to his country club.  
A few of those guests over the years were 
Clark Gable, the Prince of Wales, future king 
of England, and the descendants of Cornelius 
Vanderbilt—whose wealth came from own-
ing steamships and railroads.

In the mid 1920’s, Lamb sold more 
of his land to a local company located in 
Cliffwood.  Following the lead of Lamb in 
Laurence Harbor, the new owners also built 
an amusement park and dance pavilion, and 
added a swimming pool.  The crowning 
achievement was a 1,100 foot boardwalk.  
These owners also attracted major entertain-
ment, which often centered on swimming 
exhibitions held at the first swimming pool 
built during the ‘20’s.  The most famous 
event was held in July 1929, and featured 
the US Olympic champion of 1928, Johnny 
Weismuller, who won several gold medals 
and also held several  world swimming re-
cords at that time.  The coverage in the local 
paper was so matter of fact, making it seem 
like Weismuller wasn’t a star, yet in reality, 
he was only 2 years away from becoming a 
huge star in the Tarzan movies of the 30’s.  
Imagine what would have been the reaction 

if he appeared years later?  These swimming 
exhibitions were so popular that Cliffwood 
Beach built a new and bigger swimming pool 
that became the envy of the Jersey shore.  
This pool served the Cliffwood community 
until 1960, when it was destroyed by Hur-
ricane Donna.  Both beaches were able to 
maintain the crowds through the Depres-
sion of the 30’s and the necessary rationing 
during World War II.  In the ‘40’s, owners  
kept  the prices affordable for the blue collar 
workers of the area.  After the war, both went 
through a sort of renaissance until the early 
50’s when the beginning of the end started 
with the partial opening of the Parkway in 
’53.  The Parkway was completed in ’57, 
which now allowed the cars and crowds to 
travel the length of the road.  In September 
1960, Hurricane Donna with its 100 m.p.h. 
winds badly damaged or totally destroyed 
both Cliffwood and Laurence Harbor’s 
beach areas, which they never recovered 
from.  A great era was over, but hopefully 
never forgotten.  

Footnote: When you think of Cliffwood 
Beach, what comes to mind?  It should be 
only one thing!  The Pirate Ship sign, now 
a 7 Eleven.  A great memory!    

Remembering	The	Glory	Days	Of	The	
Early	Jersey	Shore	1900-1960	Part	2

(Continued on page 12)

Tornado	Hit	South	
Amboy	20	Years	Ago...

July	31,	1992
By Tom Burkard

South Amboy was hit with a surprise 
tornado on the afternoon of July 31, 1992.  
The storm wreaked havoc on many homes, 
trees and wires were downed, and in one 
case, a large tree branch appeared to have 
speared the hood of Tom Wortley’s 1978 
Cadillac, which was parked on Cedar Street.  
However, the most damage was reported at 
St. Mary Regional High School, where the 
twister left a gaping 40 x 60 foot hole in the 
top part of the building where the roof was 
located.  Principl John Gloss was optimistic 
that everyone thing would be back to normal, 
and according to two engineering firms, the 
building was still structurally sound, and the 
school could open on schedule on Sept. 2nd. 
I asked a couple of South Amboy locals what 
happened to them during the tornado.  Former 
SA Councilman Ken Rogers said, “I heard 
the roar going through, and we looked out 
back, and it looked like our swimming pool 
was in every direction.”  Estelle Pluskota said 
that, “It sounded like a freight train going 
through.  I called my daughter, and we ran 
down to the cellar.”  Current South Amboy 
Mayor Fred Henry said that, “We had our 
awnings ripped up, and a branch broke in 
front and landed on wires. We were all in the 
house, and the front door blew open.”  New 
York TV news teams were on the scene, and 
I can still remember seeing South Amboy 
Mayor John T. O’Leary being interviewed 
on Channel 7 Eyewitness News.  The South 
Amboy Fire Department, and South Amboy 
First Aid & Safety Squad also did an ad-
mirable job in helping locals immediately 
following the tornado.
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Former	Resident	
Is	Author	Of	New	

Book
Former Melrose resident, Valerie Lynn 

has recently written and published a new 
book called “The Mommy Plan, Restoring 
Your Post-Pregnancy Body, Naturally Using 
Women’s Traditional Wisdom.”  

For the next 90 days, the book is avail-
able for FREE for Amazon Kindle Prime 
members.  More information on this very 
helpful and informative book can be found 
at Valerie Lynn’s Facebook page that has 
members from all over the world.  Go to: 
https://facebook.com/PostpartumWellness. 

18

Talk	Of	The	Towns
(Continued from page 2)

General Patton as a Combat Engineer.   
Mary Kurpiewski, 79, of Morgan died on 
March 11.  She was a charter member and 
one of the Morgan First Aid Squad found-
ers.  Robert “R.J.” Iremonger, 55, of South 
Amboy died on March 14.  He was the owner 
of RJI, LLC Renovations in South Amboy 
for many years.  R.J. was a great guy and 
will be missed by all. Helen Nebus McKeon, 
formerly of Sayreville/South Amboy died on 
March 15.  She served as an extraordinary 
minister, lector, and religious education 
teacher, and was the kindest woman you 
could ever meet.  Carlo “Carl” Bellina, 88 
of Sayreville died on March 15.  He was 
an Army veteran who fought at the Battle 
of the Bulge under General Patton.  Ann 
Bolen, 87, formerly of South Amboy died 
on March 17.  A fine lady, she worked at 
South Amboy Hospital as an office clerk 
for 20 years until retiring in 1987. Joseph 
Kolakowski Sr., 91, of South Amboy died 
on March 19.  He was a great guy who loved 
the outdoors, especially hunting and fishing.    
May they always be remembered for their 
good works on earth.

Shayna	 Lee	 O’Connor, daughter of Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Brian O’Connor was awarded the 
Scholar Athlete award for Cardinal McCarrick 
at a banquet held at the Pines Manor on June 
4th. Throughout her four years, Shayna  has 
participated in varsity softball, bowling and 
tennis, where she received awards such 
as MVP and Coach’s Award. In academics 
and community service, Shayna is equally 
accomplished. She was the Vice President 
of the Student Council and Secretary of 
the National Honor Society. Shayna will be 
attending Monmouth University.  (Photo by 
Brian Stratton/Info Submitted)

Movie	Matinee
Join us at Sayreville Public Library for 

our monthly movie matinee on Aug. 24th 
from 2:00-4:00PM. Enjoy popular first run 
movie hits on our new 84” x 84” screen and 
fresh popcorn from our popcorn machine! 
Watch a movie and meet fellow movie en-
thusiasts!  Check out our August feature on 
our website, www.sayrevillelibrary.org, or 
call Alaina at 732-727-0212 ex. 25 or email 
her at alainad@lmxac.org for more informa-
tion. ADULTS ONLY, please! 

Blood	Drive-July	29
St. Mary’s Church will be holding a 

Blood Drive on Sunday, July 29th from 8 
a.m. to 2 p.m. at St. Mary’s Church School 
Cafeteria on Stevens Ave. across the street 
from the church.  For an appointment or 
for eligibility questions, please call 1-800-
933-2566 or go to www.nybloodcenter.org.  
Walk-ins are welcome, and homemade good-
ies will be served.  All donors will receive a 
Chick-Fil-A coupon!  

The “Space Cowboy” aka..”Maurice”..aka 
Steve Miller and his band played to a packed 
house at Count Basie Theatre last month.  
Miller performed his long list of hits including: 
Space Cowboy, The Joker, Jet Airliner, 
Abracadabra, Fly Like An Eagle and many 
more.  (Photo by Brian Stratton)

Guess the coach gave him a chance and he came through with 
a double! (Photos by Tom Burkard)

“Put me in coach, I’m ready to play today,” could have been what 
this energetic SAYAA Tee-Ball player is saying to his coach.
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Mike	Kelly:	Rockin’	His	Way	To	Fame
By Tom Burkard

South Amboy native Mike Kelly was 
destined to play the drums.  He recalled that 
“When I was 4 years old watching a drum 
& bugle corps pass by David St., I became 
captivated and that’s all I wanted to do.  My 
grandfather got me a set of toy drums and I 
had them for a long time.  I told my mom I 
wanted to play drums, and she came home 
one day and said, ‘I got you accordion les-
sons.  I went to a couple lessons and said 
I wanted guitar lessons.  I never had drum 
lessons, and am self-taught.   I play lefty and 
my brothers Tim and Mark do too.”

He had his first “make believe” band 
with Bobby Jankowitz, and his first real 
band was when he started high school, and 
tried out for Mike Makar’s band.  “I was 
terrible at the first practice, and asked for 
another chance, and came back the next day 
and got the job.  The band members were 
Emerson Jones, Drew Cross, Makar, lots of 
different singers and me.  We were called 
The Cosmic Winds.”  When Kelly was 15, 
the group played at Check’s Tavern on Scott 
Ave. in Melrose.

John Crothers from Old Bridge had a 
band and asked Mike to try out.  “They did 
Zeppelin, stuff I loved, and I was starting to 
style myself after Bonham.  That band was 
called Smoke when we started, and then 
changed its name to Rocker, and then Bob 
Garvey, who owned Emmet’s in Jamesburg 
hired us and we opened for all the big names.  
Around 1978, we opened for Twisted Sister, 
and also Dreamer, the band that later became 
White Lion.  I was supposed to join that 
group.  Vito Gratta asked me, but at the time, 
our band was actually better than theirs.  Then 
later, somebody saw them on TV and said 
to me that could have been you!” 

In 1987, his heavy metal band Lacey 
Page really rocked, and was signed to my 
new record label at the time, Jersey Shore 
Records.  Also on the Jersey Shore roster was 
a group called The Teachers From Detroit, 
and my band, The Lincoln Conspiracy.  Fol-
lowing his stint with Lacey Page, Mike was 
the drummer for Bomb Squad, along with 
South Amboy’s Mike Bloomer on bass gui-
tar, John Crothers, lead guitar and a charter 
member of the Old Bridge Metal Militia, and 
John Poper originally from Edison.  Kelly 
said that, “We did one demo with 17 or 18 
songs, and got it into Johnny Z. of Megaforce 
Records.  He said he liked the music, but we 
had to change singers.  Skid Row was still 
looking for singers and I knew we wouldn’t 
be able to replace anybody.”   At that point, 
Mike decided to put his music career on 
hold and moved to North Carolina.   He 
worked at Sunshine Biscuits in the factory 
for 13 years, and joked, “I made my living at 
plumbin’ and drummin.’  When we moved, 
I worked at plumbing full-time, and my dad 
was a plumber too.”

Kelly has been living in Old Fort, North 
Carolina since leaving South Amboy in 1989.  
“It’s a small town and small county.  It’s 
pretty much the same as and is reminiscent 
of South Amboy.  It’s beautiful and laid 
back down there, but I miss my friends and 
guys I grew up with in South Amboy,” he 
said.   There are all kinds of wildlife near 
his home, and they once had a bear on their 
front porch, and also Copperhead (venom-
ous) snakes in his yard.

When Mike got back into music, prior 
to playing with his son’s band Rory Kelly, he 
played for about 3 years with a group called 
Blue Element.  “We played country and my 
buddy wanted to play blues.  We got a girl 
singer and played 8 to 10 times a month.  
Then, Rory landed an open mic gig, and 
we did it together.   It had a nice big stage, 
and we ran the open mic.  One day about 3 
years ago, the bar owner, who also played 
bass guitar, said a band cancelled.  I said I 
can sing 21 songs right now, all standards.  
Rory, another guy and myself went in cold, 
and we ended up running the open mic until 
about 9 months ago, until we started Rory 
Kelly’s Triple Threat as it was called.  We’re 

now known as Rory Kelly.”
His son Rory, 29 years old, is an amaz-

ing natural talent, who started playing as a 
young boy.   An outstanding musician, he is 
also a top-notch showman with a huge stage 
presence, and reminds me of a young Jim 
Morrison of The Doors.  According to his 
dad, “Rory was doing open mic with The 
Crank County Daredevils, and they were all 
around the world, and this close to making it 
big, but internal conflict ruined it.” 

Rory Kelly,  is on Rusty Knuckles record 
label, and also has a very energetic agent, 
Ralph Miller who is a graphics designer 
from Oakland, CA.  He has designed Super 
Bowl rings.  Miller started the record label 
with 7 top-notch bands.   Kelly also has 
their own recording studio.  “In our studio, 
we have video capability and no overhead.  
Rory is the best engineer with the best set 
of ears I’ve ever heard in my life,” said his 
proud father Mike.  The band does its own 
booking, and Mike said that, “We have a girl 
in Texas that helps us, and my sister, Mary 
Kate Vacca wants to help us in this area, and 
now we’re gonna try to take Florida.  The 
U.S. is so big.  The week in New Jersey was 
the beginning of trying to get a foothold in 
this area.  North Carolina and New Jersey 
have the same amount of people, 11 mil-
lion, but NJ is 110 miles long, and NC is 
450 miles long.”

The latest Rory Kelly album “Don’t 
Shake My Family Tree,” is doing very well 
according to Mike.  “On May 22nd, it went 
worldwide, and can be purchased through 
the internet and virtual stores.  We’re going 
over to Europe in October, and had to send 
albums in advance, so they’ll have it physi-
cally. They wanted it in May to promote it.  
The Germans loved the album, and gave 
it a 5-star rating in a magazine over there, 
and said, ‘This is what American Southern 
Rock is like.’  We’ll be playing 18 dates in 
19 days, starting in Spain, going to Italy, 
and then Germany.   They will provide us 
with a driver, hostels to stay at, and we don’t 
have to bring any equipment, although  I’m 
bringing a foot petal, and Rory will bring 
his guitar. 

The July 3rd Waterfront Park show in 
South Amboy drew anywhere from 6,000 
to 10,000 people, depending on where you 
get your estimates from, and was the larg-
est crowd Rory Kelly played in front of.  
However, Mike said that, “At a biker rally 
at Hot Springs, NC, up in the mountains, the 
bikers really took to us.  There were about 
2,700 people, just watching, and not walk-
ing around like at South Amboy.  That was 
a highlight.”  So, Mike Kelly, what was it 
like playing back home in South Amboy after 
all these years?  “It was like a vindication.  
After high school, I only played at the Bottle 
Stop once in awhile, and always played out 
of town.  It was fun and I was glad to play 
back in South Amboy.  It felt good with 
Bomb Squad too after all these years.”  So 
much fun, that Mike and the Bomb Squad 
plan to do a virtual album over the internet, 
which should be really interesting.

 He was also proud of his two brothers, 
and fellow lefty drummers, Tim and Mark 
joining the group on stage for one of Rory 
Kelly’s  great new songs, “LOW.” Mike 
said, “I’m calling the Guiness Book of World 
Records to see if there were 3 lefty drummers 
ever performing on stage at the same time.  
It might be odd enough to where nobody 
has ever had that category.”  He said that 
he never taught his younger brothers how 
to play, but “they learned off my drum set.  
I had them in the shed.”

So Mike, how does it feel to be playing 
and recording with your son in this outstand-
ing band?  “It’s a blessing and feels like I got 
a second bite of the apple.”  When he moved 
to North Carolina, he lost all of his musical 
urges and drives.  He said, “I didn’t listen 
to one song in 3 years.  No radio, nothing.  
I quit music.”  The growing number of Rory 
Kelly fans are thrilled that Mike has had a 

change of heart and loves rocking with the 
band now.  Mike said that, “the band has 
been well-received everywhere it plays.  At 
first, we hunted for jobs, and now they’re 
calling us.”

“Our plan is to do real well in Europe 
and hopefully catch on in the U.S.  Hendrix 
started over there, and Twisted Sister did 
too.  We’re hoping to get picked up by a 
big label, and if not, we’re self-contained.  
We have everything condensed as small as 
you can go.  We have 17 songs in the can 
for our next album, and we’ll keep pushing 
the current one until it catches fire and stops 
selling, and then put another one out.  We’ll 
keep on playin’ and don’t look back,” said 
Mike Kelly.  Rory, Mike and bass player 
Billy Miller currently play 100 gigs a year.

The Kelly Fact Book
Mike graduated in ’75 from Hoffman 

HS, and played third base for Coach Bob 
Bloodgood’s Goverors…He has been mar-
ried to Nancy Ricci Kelly for 33 years.  She 
is a Melrose girl and graduate of Sayreville 
War Memorial HS Class of 1976.  They met 
at a Cosmic Winds band practice at Emerson 

Jones’ house on Kathleen Place.  Jones is 
the owner of the Basement Audio Produc-
tions business, and did an outstanding job 
of providing the sound for the July 3rd cel-
ebration/concert at Waterfront Park…Mike 
and Nancy have 2 children, Michael Patick 
Kelly III, a school teacher, and Rory Kelly.  
They also have 2 grandchildren, Madeline 
and Mallory…Mike and Nancy love to play 
golf, and both have made a hole-in-one, and 
were honored with their names on a plaque 
at the country club…Mike coached his sons 
in baseball through the different leagues they 
played in, and in 8 years, his teams won 6 
championships!  He proudly recalled the first 
one, when 6-year old Rory, a talented short-
stop turned the game-ending double play to 
win the title…In high school, Rory played 
third base, and never struck out in 3 years, 
while batting an unbelievable .650…

*Remember to get your copy of “Don’t 
Shake My Family Tree” by Rory Kelly.  For 
more info on ordering this cool CD, go to: 
rorykellymusic.com, or rustyknuckles.com.  
Don’t miss it!
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50	Years	Ago
1962-The South Amboy Outdoor Bas-

ketball League ended in a dead heat for first 
place, as Navy and Yale both finished with 
6-3 records.  Army finished 4-5 and Rutgers 
2-7 in this league for South Amboy high 
school boys.  Bob Monaghan of Rutgers won 
the scoring title with 149 points, and was 
followed by Tom Fitzmorris of Army with 
143, John Lange, Navy 136; Ken Wahler, 
Navy 130; Frank Kennedy, Yale 128; George 
Keenan, Yale 126; Al Ust, Navy 118.

1969
First Aid swept Weiss to capture the 

South Amboy Little Fellas League champi-
onship.  Mike Grimley’s clutch, extra base 
hit in the last inning drove in the winning run 
as First Aid took the crown, 5-4.  Tom Diem 
was the winning pitcher, hurling a 3-hitter.  
Diem fired a beautiful 3-hit shutout in the 
opener of the series, as the Aidmen won, 
2-0.  Mike Downs contributed big-time, by  
blasting a home run. 
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How to Cope with Heat Emergen-
cies

The summer sun can lift our spirits 
and warm our bodies. Every year summer 
also brings heat exhaustion and death when 
people get too hot, for too long.

When the heat amd humidity both rise 
above 90 degrees, about four to ten cases 
of heat-related illness show up each day 
in the emergency room at Bringham and 
Women’s Hospital in Boston” says Stephen 
Bohan, M.D. , clinical director of the depart-
ment. “That’s as high as any other single 
compliant.”

Heat exhaustion is the most common 
syndrome complicating physical exertion 
in warm or hot weather. Both the degree 
of outside temperature and the intensity of 
physical activity play very important roles. 
Intense physical exertion in moderately 
warm weather may be as dangerous in this 
regard as moderate exertion in hot weather. 
Heavy sweating resulting in dehydration, 
excessive hyperthermia, and failing car-
diovascular functions causes symptoms of 
heat exhaustion.

On average, 371 people die each year 
in the U.S. of ‘excessive heat exposure” 
according to the U.S. Center for Disease 
Control and Prevention statistics from 1979 
through 1997, the most recent available. The 
death rate among people age 65 and older is 
three times the average.

 The age groups most adverely affected 
by the heat are small children, the elderly, 
and those infirmed and bothered by mental 
illness. Among people who are not elderly or 
impaired, the most common heat emergen-
cies occur when people exercise at midday, 
between 10 a.m. and 3 p.m. on hot humid 
days, and do not drink enought fluids.

The body’s cooling mechanism depends 
on evaporating perspiration, but if the humid-
ity is really high that can not happen and those 
people become rapidly hyperthermic.

 As always, an ounce of prevention is 
worth a pound of cure! Drink plenty of fluids 
before, during and after exercising; wear 
lightweight, light-colored clothing. If you 
feel not only hot, but lightheaded or weat 
as well, it may be time to seek help.

Have a Safe 
Summer



South Amboy-Sayreville Times   July 28, 2012  21

The	Local	Sports	Memory	Machine
By Tom Burkard

65	Years	Ago
Allie Clark’s Major League Debut
August 5, 1947-South Amboy’s Allie 

Clark made his big-league debut for the 
New York Yankees against the Philadelphia 
A’s at Shibe Park in Philadelphia.  He batted 
cleanup in a lineup that included Hall-of-
Famers Phil Rizzuto and Yogi Berra.  The 
great Joe DiMaggio was injured, and Johnny 
Lindell the regular left fielder took Joe D’s 
spot in center field, and Allie played left.  

Clark went 1-for-4 with an RBI, as the 
Yankees scored 4 runs in the 9th inning to win 
it, 8-5.  Allie Clark was the last NY Yankee 
to wear uniform number 3 in a World Series, 
which he did in ’47 against the Brooklyn 
Dodgers. 

Smith	Coached	
Bombers	From	

1971-74
Coach Norbert “Norbie” Smith coached 

the Sayreville Bombers’ baseball team from 
1971-74, and turned in an outstanding 79-
30-2, with a lofty .725 winning percentage.  
In ’71, Smith had a tough act to follow when 
he took over for the legendary great Coach 
John Wortley.  However, he lived up to the 
challenge and led the Bombers to a 19-10-1 
record including the county championship, 
and also the CJ Group IV title.  The ’72 team 
finished 16-7, and the 1973 club got him his 
first 20-game winner.  The ’74 team, featur-
ing standout pitcher Steve Makwinski and 
a host of other talented players set a school 
record with 24 victories and finished 24-
8-1, winning the county and CJ Group IV 
championships.  The record for wins stood 
for 38 years until being broken by this year’s 
2012 team, who finished 25-3 under Coach 
Mike Novak.

Guvs	Won	CJ	
Group	I	Crown

1971-Hoffman’s talented baseball team 
captured the Central Jersey (CJ) Group I 
state championship by hammering Henry 
Hudson, 8-0.  The Guvs jumped out to a 
quick 3-0 lead in the first inning on 2-run 
triple by Ron Croddick, who was singled in 
by Alfie Clark.  In the 3rd inning, Joe Vigilante 
drove in 2 runs with a single to make it 5-0, 
and the Purple & Gold was on its way to an 
easy triumph.

Ace hurler, lefty Gary Lange pitched one 
of the greatest games of his career, by firing 
a 4-hit shutout, and striking out 5.  Jimmy 
Croddick drilled 3 hits for the champions, and 
according to a daily newspaper, “It was sweet 
revenge for Hoffman, who was defeated by 
Henry Hudson in the state basketball tourney 
2 months before.”  Hoffman’s legendary 
baseball coach, John Zdanewicz praised his 
center fielder, Mark Abbatiello, by saying, 
“He made two of the best defensive catches 
I’ve ever seen in my life.”

45	Years	Ago
July 1, 1967-The South Amboy Babe 

Ruth League All-Stars pounded Perth Am-
boy, 10-4  in the NJ State Babe Ruth Area 
3 District 11 Tournament at Waters Stadium 
in Perth Amboy.  Nick Charmello led the 
way with a home run and single, while Ken 
Blaha and Brian Kreiger got 2 hits apiece 
to support winning pitcher Bill Campion.  
Other SA All-Stars in the lineup were: Larry 
Kurzawa, Tom Ruszala, Jim Campion, John 
Clark, Doug Sprague, Joe “Jody” Kelly.    

Frobosilo	Topped	
Sayreville

Sayreville’s All-Time winning pitcher 
Chuck Frobosilo dominated area high 
schools from 1984-86, as he compiled an 
outstanding 22-9 record with a minisucle 
1.64 ERA, while racking up 195 strikeouts, 
3-no-hitters, and 1 combined no-hitter.

1997-St. Mary’s boys’ tennis team finished 4-11, but featured superstar freshman Matt Sabo, 
who was an All-County selection.  Pictured top row (l-r) Charles Riccardi, Clinton Gorga, 
Jason Mangano, Jason Budsock, Andrew Horezga, Coach Ed Twomey.  Bottom row (l-r) 
Andrew Tripka, Neel Bhatt, Matt Sabo, Ronald Franco, John Wagner.

Looking	Back	
1949-The talented South Amboy A.A. 

team that competed in the Interboro League 
featured 3 of its star hitters, who finished in 
the top 20 in batting average for the season.  
Reggie Carney was tied for #2 with a sizzling 
.426 avg.  Frank “Skip” Minnick  finished 
#4 with a .406 avg., and coming in at #12 
was John O’Brien, who batted .358.

From	The	Sports	ArchivesGlory	Days
1954-Tom Malik of St. 

Mary’s pitched a beautiful 
3-hitter, and struck out 11, 
but the Blue & Gold fell to 
Red Bank Catholic, 1-0.  
The Saints got 3 singles 
from Bob Hackett, Joe 
Bucko, and Hal Thalman.  
1968-Sayreville belted New 
Brunswick, 8-3 behind win-
ning pitcher Bob Keister.  Nick DeBiase 
drilled 2 hits and had 3 RBI to lead the at-
tack.  Pinch-hitter Doug Fallon smacked a 
2-run double, Frank Fallon ripped a single 
and triple, and Fred Poli laced 2 hits.  1978-
Perth Amboy nipped Sayreville 4-3 in a tight 
pitcher’s duel between future Major League 
Baseball pitcher Jose DeLeon, and Bomber’s 
fireballer, Bobby Burke.  Joe Antone socked 
an RBI double for Sayreville.   1989-Danielle 
Kelton was St. Mary’s #1 singles player and 
finished with a 14-4 record.  The doubles 
team of Jo Anne Kornacki-Tara Herbert 
finished 8-8.  1998-South Amboy’s baseball 
club stopped St. Peter’s, 6-2 as Jason Cross 
notched the win.  Dan Waldman poked a 2-
run double, and Vinnie Sendziak drove in 2 
runs.  2001-Jay Riehl’s single with 2 outs in 
the bottom of the 7th inning, gave the Guvs a 
7-6 walk-off victory over Metuchen.  Greg 
Fay went 3-for-3 with a 2-run double, and 
Craig Colfer chalked up the win.

T.H.E.	
Game

Sport-Baseball
Year-1965
Teams-Red Bank 
Catholic (RBC) vs. Sayreville
Recap-The Bombers were trailing 2-0 in the 
last inning, when Paul Slovik blasted a three-
bagger, and scored on a single by George 
Armstrong, to cut the lead to 2-1.  Later in 
the inning, pinch-hitter Mickey Roberts, in 
his first varsity at-bat, delivered a clutch, 
walk-off, 2-run double go give Sayreville 
a thrilling 3-2 triumph.  Bill Trzaska was 
the winning pitcher, and fired a 3-hitter, 
while fanning 7.  Charlie Lynch added a 
two-base hit.
Players-Of-The-Game-Mickey Roberts and 
Bill Trzaska.

Remembering	
George	Armstrong

George Armstrong, 64, of Morgan died 
on July 17.  He was probably the greatest 
third baseman in Sayreville HS history.  In 
1966, while playing for legendary Coach 
John Wortley, he led the Bombers with 
25 hits, 21 RBI, 4 triples, and a solid .366 
batting average, while excelling on the 
hot corner at third.  For his efforts he was 
selected to All-County, All-State and just 
about everything.

George was a well-respected member 
of Christ Episcopal Church, and served on 
the Vestry, was a lay reader, and worked 
in the thrift shop.  In addition, he was a 
volunteer football coach for the Morgan-
Parlin Panthers, and Sayreville HS.  This 
very special man will certainly be missed 
but never forgotten.

Diamond	Dust
1975
South Amboy Little Fellas League
Modern Trans 12 Parkway Fabs 5-Ron 

Richards hammered 4 hits.
Jo-Tom’s 5 Rotary 3-Andy Pipala 

drilled 3 hits.
South Amboy Midget League
Mets 6 Orioles 1-Joe Hoffman smashed 

2 hits and drove in 2 runs.  Steve Martin 
added 2 hits.

Pirates 6 Yanks 2-Peter Smith walloped 
3 hits.

South Amboy Girls Softball League
Giants 12 Yanks 0-Winning pitcher 

Sharon Pawlowski fired a 2-hitter.  Nancy 
Bloodgood belted 3 hits.

Jets 17 Twins 1-Jackie Francy laced 
3 hits.

Eagles,	Governors	
All-Time	Top	

Pitchers
The following are the won-lost records 

of St. Mary’s/Cardinal McCarrick’s top 
baseball pitchers in history:  Ray Stockton 
23-8; Joe Conroy 19-4; Joe Pohl 16-7; John 
Inman 16-11; Jeff St. Amour 13-7; *Ed 
Fulham 11-3; Jack Seaman 10-5.

Hoffman /South Amboy Governors 
Brian Seres 25-9; John “Skeets” 

Skarzynski 24-5; Dan Poulsen 22-9; Mark 
Thompson 21-3; Curt Wood 20-16; Jason 
Cross 16-9; *Joe Bartlinski 15-6; *Scott 
Gumprecht 15-6; George Bongiorno 15-7-1; 
Dustin DeVoe 15-13; *Jim Inman 13-8; Ray 
Poulson 12-10; *Gary Lange 10-4; *Dennis 
Wood 10-8.

*Indicates more research required.

                       To ST. JUDE
May the Sacred Heart of Jesus be adored and 

glorified, loved and preserved throughout the world. 
Sacred Heart of Jesus, pray for us. St. Jude, worker of 
miracles, pray for us. St. Jude gave me hope. -T.
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Obituaries
Adams, Donna L., 47, of South Amboy 

died on June 27.
Armstrong, George, 64, of Morgan died 

on July 17.
Bardowski, John A., 70, of Parlin died 

on July 18.
Biancamano, Joseph T., 86, formerly of 

Parlin died on July 8.
Bockus, Thomas A., 88, of Sayreville 

died on June 23.
D’Arpa, Cathy A. Keyes, 52 of Melrose 

died on June 30.
Davis, George M., 85, of Morgan died 

on July 9.
Dietrick, Carl A., 63, of South Amboy 

died on June 22.
Diffin, Julia, 94, of Parlin died on 

June 24.
Falkowski, Myron “Bucky,” 88, of 

South Amboy died on July 13.
Floccari, Marie, 91, of Parlin died on 

July 10.
Freyer, Clare, 85, formerly of Sayreville 

died on July 7.
Gemo, Philip T., 95, of Parlin died on 

July 11.
Geraltowski, Henry S. “Hank,” 84, of 

Sayreville died on June 24.
Harper, Robert “Bobby” D., 63, for-

merly of South Amboy died on July 2.
Herrick, Nancy Marcinczyk, 76, for-

merly of Sayreville died on June 28.
Hicks, Charles J. Jr., 64, of South Amboy 

died on July 16.
Iorio, America R., 84, of Parlin died 

on July 10.
Janas, Patricia A. Hoff, 69, formerly of 

Morgan died on June 30.
Johns, Rosemary, 75, of Parlin died 

on July 18.
Loftus, Martin D. Jr., 85, formerly of 

South Amboy died on July 15.
Majkowski, Dorothy A., 76, of Parlin 

died on July 10.
Martin, Violet G., 88, of Parlin died 

on June 26.
McCarthy, Scott J., 45, formerly of 

Parlin died on June 23.
Mierzwiak, Mieczslaw “Matty,” 80, of 

South Amboy died on July 16.
O’Connor, Charles E. “Ed,” “Yence,” 

Jr., 80, formerly of South Amboy died on 
June 12.

Pacansky, Joseph T., 71, of South Am-
boy died on June 27.

Parisio, Andrew M., 82, of Parlin died 
on June 30.

Parsons, Ralph “Pop Pop” D. Jr., 74, 
formerly of South Amboy died on July 11.

Reick, Theodore H. “Ted,” 65, formerly 
of South Amboy died on June 30.

Reilly, Claire S. Stores, 86, of South 
Amboy died on June 30.

Samuelson, John W., 82, of South Am-
boy died on June 21.

Trawinski, John “Jack,” 75, formerly 
of Sayreville died on June 25.

Zaneski, Mary E. “Mamie,” 83, of 
Sayreville died on July 9.

Zdep, Irene D. 93, of Sayreville died 
on June 28.

Auxiliary	Meeting
Ladies of Sayreville Auxiliary #4699 

will hold their monthly meeting on Tues., 
July 24 at 7 p.m. at 575 Jernee Mill Rd., 
Sayreville.  Come out and see what we are 
doing for our servicemen and women.  All 
members of our auxiliary are invited to 
attend.   Refreshments will be served.  For 
more info call 732-264-3041. 

Microsoft	Word	
2010	for	Beginners	

Learn to type a letter, résumé, book, etc. 
in Microsoft Word 2010.  Please note that 
this is a beginner level course. If you already 
know the basics, try our new intermedi-
ate level course offered on September 10. 
First preference goes to Sayreville patrons 
who haven’t taken this class before. You 
must know how to use the mouse and have 
a basic understanding of how to use the 
keyboard to take this course. Sayreville 
Public Library, Monday, August 27 from 
6:00-8:00PM. For more information or 
to register, contact Alaina at alainad@
lmxac.org or call 732-727-0212 ex. 25. 
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ALMOST	THROWN	INTO	THE	
STOCKADE	

By Henny the DJ

Less than a week before I was sched-
uled to be discharged from the Army at Fort 
Campbell, Kentucky, in September, 1969, I 
had an overnight duty called CQ or Charge 
of Quarters. That means that when a regular 
work day is over at roughly 1800 hours or 
6pm, the CQ takes overnight responsibility 
for the company area including all weapons 
until the workday starts the following morn-
ing at o6oo. In a Basic Training Company 
that means that you are responsible for over 
200, M-16 rifles very securely locked away in 
the Armory Room. Your first duty is to walk 
through that room with those weapons and 
actually hand count them with the Armorer 
(Supply Sergeant) before you sign the book 
taking that responsibility. It is obviously 
taken very seriously and never in my two 
years of service was there ever a problem 
with loss, except, of course, that week I was 
due to be discharged - and you-know-who-
was held accountable.

In my company, as a Drill Sergeant, 
after being on duty all day and night you 
were given off the next full workday. So 
after signing over the book, I was out the 
door and off to my apartment five miles 
away outside Gate 5 for a shower, some 
sleep, and continuing to pack for my drive 
back home to South Amboy. While I was 
sleeping I heard some loud banging out front 
and looked out and saw two big guys with 
crew cuts, sunglasses and civilian clothes 
knocking on my door and peering into my 
window. I hustled and opened the door only 
to be presented with badges from two de-
tectives from the CID or civilian branch of 
the Military Police. They told me an M-16 
rifle was missing from our Company and 
they believed that I had stolen that weapon 
and they were authorized to search all of 
my personal property and they were going 
to find it. I replied.” OK, sure, do what you 
got to do, but I didn’t steal anything from 
the Army, especially a weapon…I’m going 
home next week .”  And they said, “We’ll 
see about that!”

We went outside and while one searched 
all areas of my car the other detective stood 
by guarding me and preventing me from 
going back into my apartment. After finding 
nothing in or under or around my innocent 
and humiliated, green 1960 Chevy Impala 
with Jersey plates, we went back inside and 
they searched every inch of that one bedroom 
apartment- all cans removed from cabinets, 
closets emptied out, bed disassembled, 

bathtub moved away from the wall, upstairs 
attic access checked, crawl space examined. 
After they found nothing, I had to get fully 
dressed and follow them onto the base to 
their “office” – in the stockade.

Do you watch the great TV show 48 
Hours where they have the perp in the tiny 
interrogation room with two cops sweating 
him and punching holes in everything the 
perp says?...Well, that was me.. and I was 
shaking like a dog pooping peach pits. Right 
off the bat the lead detective looked me in 
the eye and said, “Now, Sergeant Conroy, 
we know that you come from a town called 
South Amboy up there in New Jersey and they 
have a big gang called the Amboy Dukes and 
they would just love to get their hands on an 
M-16.” I was innocent but I was scared, still 
I said, “Detective, The Amboy Dukes was a 
novel years ago about a tough, teenage gang 
from Amboy Street in Brooklyn, New York. 
There was no such real gang as The Amboy 
Dukes, and it certainly had nothing to do with 
my beloved beer drinking and baseball and 
basketball playing home town.”

 “That’s what you say, but you will not 
be discharged until this weapon is accounted 
for. Go now, but be where we can find you,” 
they said and they meant it.

When I went back to the company area 
the next morning before sunrise my Army 
buddies started having a field day with me, 
“Well, Conroy, guess you’ll be hanging 
around with us for another year or two until 
you give that M-16 back to those big, bad 
CID boys.” Nobody uses your first name 
in the Army and nobody shows any mercy 
when the Mojo turns on you, so you have 
to be able to take your brow beating with 
a smile. Around noon I got a message to 
report to the First Sergeant in the Orderly 
Room and it couldn’t be good. He is god in 
an Army company and I knew I was in for 
a really hard time. I knocked on his door 
and creeped in as he told me to take a seat. 
Then he said that he was sorry for what 
happened. They found the thief. One of the 
trainees broke the plastic stock of his weapon 
at bayonet practice the previous day so he 
sneaked two weapons out of the weapons 
room that morning,  switched stocks and 
threw the rest of the gun in the dumpster. He 
had stolen from his fellow trainees before, 
so they questioned him and he confessed. 
Goodbye Stockade…Hello South Amboy, 
sans Dukes.

Pictured is Kristen Wahler of South Amboy, 
proudly displaying her 5 lb. fluke she caught 
while fishing on the Misty Morn party boat at 
the annual South Amboy Boy Scout outing.  
The fish was the pool winner of the day.  
“Good job, Kristen!”  (Photo/info courtesy of 
Charlie Koerner)

Fishing	Flashes			
By Teo “Weebles” Weber

Salt Water
Fluke fishing in the bay is half and half, 

shorts and keepers.  Some fish are big, going 
over nine pounds, but most of the keepers 
are in the three and four pound class. The 
Party Boats are showing a little better on 
the keepers according to their reports.  Party 
Boat Bluefishing is excellent but most of 
the fish are small, however they make it up 
in numbers. A few good sized Benito are 
mixed in with them. The night Bluefishing 
trips are getting into big Blues from six to 
twelve pounds. Surf action along the entire 
coast is mostly small Bluefish, some Fluke 
and a good Kingfish bite at LBI beaches. 
Due to the hot weather now creating high 
water temps more tropical fish are here.  
Smooth Puffers and Houndfish are showing 
up. There have been quite a few very large 
Needlefish caught in the surf and at Barnegat 
Bay on small lures. Bottom fishing on the 
Party Boats is mostly Seabass, some Ling 
and  Triggerfish.  On the mud hole wrecks 
there are some Cod and Ling.  Surf fishing 
at our local bay beaches is slow and giving 
up small Bluefish.

Fresh Water
The hot weather has slowed up fishing 

in general, there are  however, in all the State 
waters Carp, Catfish and various panfish 
available. Trout fishing has slowed up.  Large 
Mouth Bass and Hybrids are hitting in Spruce 
Run Reservoir at night.  The Delaware River 
is good for Panfish and Small Mouth Bass. 
Most of them are small.  

All-American	boy, Brady Galioto and his mother, Jennifer Galioto of South Amboy were 
on hand for the South Amboy/Perth Amboy fireworks extravaganza at Waterfront Park by 
Raritan Bay.  (Photo by Tom Burkard)

Did	You	Know?
In 1993, Morgan residents John and 

Estelle Jonason invented the very popular 
E-Z Catch Crab Trap?  We just found out 
about this interesting fact, and send our 
congratulations out to the Jonasons on this 
brilliant invention! 

Zumba	Fitness	
Classes

The South Amboy Knights of Columbus 
Council #426 Colombian Club will be offer-
ing Zumba Fitness classes starting Thursday, 
Aug. 16th at the Council Hall, located at 308 
Fourth St., South Amboy.  Classes will be 
held from 7:20-8:20 p.m.  Mats and water 
are required.  The price is 8 classes for $60.  
Any questions or to receive a registration 
form, e-mail: zumbasayreville@gmail.com 
or call Denise 732-525-9536.
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