Happy 50th Birthday
Jon Bon Jovi
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PRICELESS

Father Ryan
Nominated For
Award

Rev. Thomas Ryan, Pastor of Our Lady
of Victories Church in Sayreville was a
nominee for the Distinguished Pastor Award
for his contributions to Catholic Education.
Father Ryan is the first Pastor of the Diocese
of Metuchen, in its 30-year history, to be
nominated and recognized by the National
Educational Association-Department of
Schools. An OLV parishioner proudly stated
that, “Father Ryan has been a true blessing to
us at Our Lady of Victories, and he deserves
the recognition.” Congratulations, Father
Ryan on your outstanding service to OLV!

HALL OF FAME
UPDATE

Cardinal McCarrick/St. Mary’s High
School has announced that two former
professional baseball players will be guest
speakers at their 2012 Sports Hall of Fame
fundraiser on Friday, May 4, 2012 at the
Grand Marquis in Old Bridge.
Edward and John O’Brien, alumni from
the Class of 1948 at St. Mary’s High School,
played for the National League Pittsburgh
Pirates from 1953 through 1958. They were
the first twins in major league history to play
for the same team in the same game. They are
also one of only four brother combinations
to play second base/shortstop on the same
major league club. John also played for the
St. Louis Cardinals (1958) and Milwaukee
Braves (1959) during his career.
In 2000, the O’Brien brothers were
inducted into the school’s Hall of Fame. The
twelve inductees for this year’s ceremony are:
baseball greats Frank “Red” Cleary (1931)
and Jack Seaman (1961); cross country star
Joe Majkowski (1997); tennis phenomenon
Matt Sabo (2000); and football marvel Bill
Wagner (2004) along with basketball players Vincente Rosario (2007), Mika Wilson
(2003), Kaitlyn Katko (2002), Rob Zaleski
(1991) and the 2003 boy’s champions. Current basketball coaches Lynn Ust and Joe
Lewis will also be honored.
Tickets are $75 and underwriting opportunities are also available. For more
information, contact Advancement Director
Debra Miller at 732-721-0748 ext. 243 or
dmiller@CardinalMcCarrick.com or visit
www.CardinalMcCarrick.com.

Kelly Will Be
Honored By Twins

Pictured at the 2012 St. Patrick’s Day Parade Grand Marshals Night on Feb. 3rd are (l-r)
Honorary Grand Marshal Harshey Patel, Grand Marshal Rob McQuade, and Deputy Grand
Marshal Ed O’Connor. (Photo by Brian Stratton)

Parade Fundraisers

Mark your calendars for two upcoming South Amboy St. Patrick’s Day parade
fundraisers.
Tip-A-Pint Night is happening on
Thursday, March 8th from 7 to 10PM at the
Munck-ee Bar in South Amboy. Cost for
each event is $20 and includes food, beer,

wine, soda, and a special performance from
the Col. D.B. Kelly Pipes and Drums. Admission can be paid at the door, no advance
sales. All proceeds go to fund the annual St.
Patrick’s Day Parade.
This year’s parade steps off at 2PM
(Continued on page 6)
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Middlesex County Freeholder Charles E. Tomaro (far right) presents City of South Amboy
Mayor Fred Henry (c) and Councilman Mickey Gross (l) with a $100,000 grant from the
Middlesex County Sustainable Economic Growth Improvement Fund at The Board of Chosen
Freeholders meeting on Jan. 19. The grant will help South Amboy install new piping and
an under-drain system that is made from at least 40% recycled materials to eliminate poor
drainage at City Hall. The City also is installing LED lighting upgrades and planting trees
to lower its carbon footprint. (Photo/Info Submitted)

Deacon Jason Pavich of South Amboy
recently participated in a Mass at the National
Shrine of the Basilica of the Immaculate
Conception, in Washington, DC. Over 2,000
people from the Metuchen Diocese trekked
to DC to mark the 30th anniversary of the
diocese’s founding by Pope John Paul II.
Bishop Paul G. Bootkoski served as principal
celebrant and homilist at the Mass.

Geant Promoted

Former South Amboy resident, Old
Bridge Police Officer Thomas Geant has
recently been promoted to Sergeant. Congratulations, and best of luck, Tom!

NEXT ISSUE
MARCH 31st

Cardinal McCarrick/St. Mary’s boys’
basketball team nipped New Brunswick, 5048, to present Coach Joe Lewis with his 300th
career victory at the Augusta Street school.
The Eagles were led by Marques Townes,
who fired in 30 points, and J.D. Rodriguez
13. Congratulations, Coach Lewis on an
outstanding milestone!

The South Amboy St. Patrick’s
Day Parade steps off at 2 p.m. on Sat.,
March 10 on South Pine Ave. It will
proceed down Bordentown Ave. and
turn left onto South Stevens Ave., travel
to Main St., make a right at the traffic
light, go down to the next traffic light,
and make a right onto North Broadway.
The parade ends at the reviewing stand
on Broadway.

Former Minnesota Twins’ manager Tom
Kelly, who grew up in South Amboy/Sayreville, will be honored by the Twins, as they
retire his uniform number 10 in a special
ceremony before a game against Cleveland
on Sept. 8th.
Minnesota Twins President Dave St.
Peter made the announcement at an annual
awards banquet at Target Field, where Kelly
became emotional when hearing the news.
Twins CEO Jim Pohlad said that, “Few, if
any individuals have had such a direct impact
on the success of the Twins franchise as
Tom Kelly. Over a 41-year career with the
Twins organization, Tom has helped ensure
high standards on and off the field and has
always demonstrated the utmost respect for
the game. It is our honor to celebrate Tom’s
remarkable career by forever retiring his
famed No. 10.”
“TK,” as he was affectionately known
by his players, guided the club to two World
Series championships in 1987 and 1991, and
finished with 1,140 wins in 15-plus seasons.
He is currently a special assistant to general
manager Terry Ryan.
Tom told Dave Lee on the WCCO
Morning News that it was an “ambush,”
which was his term for a shocking surprise.
Kelly went on to say that he was “thrilled
by the announcement and grateful to receive
the honor.”
Kelly, who will become the sixth Twin
to have his number retired, joins a very elite
group of players, including Hall-of-Famers
Harmon Killebrew, Rod Carew, Kirby Puckett and Bert Blyleven, as well as Tony Oliva
and Kent Hrbek. Congratulations, Tom!

Deacon Pavich
Participates At
Washington, DC

Lewis Wins 300th
Game

South Amboy
St. Patrick’s Day
Parade Route
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Cardinal McCarrick girls’ bowling team recently captured the Group 1 State championship,
and also the CJ Group I Sectional crown. Congratulations, on an excellent season! (Photo
by Brian Stratton)

Lady Eagles Win CJ Group I Title
By Tom Burkard

The talented Cardinal McCarrick/St.
Mary’s girls bowling team captured the CJ
Group I Sectional championship, winning
over second place Keyport by a score of
2,671 to 2,121. The victory margin of 550
pins, was the largest of any of the four groups
in Central Jersey. Katie Rose Noble had

an outstanding series of 601, the 6th best of
all groups, and also rolled a 232 game, 4th
best. Teammate Katie Latham racked up
a 570 series. Both girls qualified for The
Tournament of Champions. Also contributing to the victory were Nicole Higgins,
(Continued on page 21)
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Talk Of The Towns
By Tom Burkard

Former South Amboy/Sayreville Priests
Update
Two very popular South Amboy/Sayreville priests from years ago are currently
successful pastors. Msgr. Andrew Szaroleta,
who was assigned to Sacred Heart Church in
the late 1970’s, and later went on to pastor
St. Bernadette’s, is now the pastor of Our
Lady of Peace Church in Edison.
Msgr. David Fulton, who was at St.
Mary’s Church in the late 1960’s and early
70’s, recently retired from full-time ministry
as pastor of Our Lady of Victories Church
in Baptistown, NJ. Msgr. Fulton is now 70
years old.
Holt Graduates From Duquesne
Gary F. Holt, son of Paul and Cindy M.
Holt of Sayreville, graduated from Duquesne
University in Pittsburgh, PA in December,
earning a Bachelor of Science degree in
Business Administration with a concentration in Accounting. He also made the Dean’s
List of the Palumbo School of Business at
Duquesne University. Gary is currently
employed with KFMR accounting firm in
Pittsburgh. Congratulations, Gary!
McCarthy On Dean’s List
Daniel McCarthy, son of David and Joan
McCarthy was named to the Dean’s List at
University of Delaware, Newark, Delaware
for the Fall 2011 semester. Daniel graduated from Sayreville War Memorial High
School in 2011.
In Memoriam
Michael De Vito, 56, formerly of Parlin
died on Jan. 6. He worked for several years
at De Vito Luncheonette on Rt. 35, Morgan.
Helen Demeter, 88, formerly of Sayreville
died on Jan. 11. She served as vice-president of New Beginnings, and was the star of
Sassy Ladies/Red Hats of Sayreville. Henry
Kraszewski, 81, of Morgan died on Jan. 14.
He was owner/operator of HK Builders and
Heidi’s Drive-In on Rt. 35 North in Sayreville. Sister Marilyn Grimley, 79, formerly
of South Amboy died on Jan. 15. She was a
(Continued on page 25)

Pleasant Little
Trivia
By Tom Burkard

1.Hoffman High’s Senior Class President in
1967? a.John Ewtushek b.Edwin Witkowski
c.Carol Reinhart
2.Sayreville High’s Valedictorian in ’62?
a.Delia Jones b.Mary Ann Romanski c.Susan
B. Hayes
3.She was selected “Miss Hoffman HS” in
1984? a.Debi Scarfi b.Kris Vella c.Linda
Krygier
4.In 1980, she was Supervisor of St. Stanislaus Kostka Convent Felician Sisters?
a.Sister Mary Madeline b.Sister M. Lucille
c.Sister M. Elena
5.South Amboy’s Chief of Police in ’93
was? a.James Holovacko b.James Wallis
c.Leo McCabe
6.In ’83, where in Sayreville was the Zamorski Funeral Home located? a.Bordentown
Ave. b.Washington Rd. c.Main St.
7.South Amboy’s Fire Chief in 1992?
a.Chuck Pickard b.Ken Walczak c.John
Szatkowski
8.Back in ’76, where was Bootsie’s Tavern
located in Sayreville? a.Route 35 b.Pulaski
Ave. c.Main St.
9.In 1982, she was Supervisor of the Charles
Hoffman Senior Citizens Resource Center?
a.Mary Kay Noble b. Pat Olexa c.Mary Lou
DeBlis
10.In ’82, the Scoutmaster for Our Lady of
Victories Church Boy Scout Troop 69 was?
a.John Muldowney b.James Baumann c.Fred
Barringer
11.In 1965, this popular South Amboy deli
was located on Bordentown Ave.? a.Gene’s
b.Gus Potts c.Mary & Bill’s
12. This barber shop was located on the
corner of Bordentown Ave. & Burlew Place
in Parlin back in ’74? a.Harry’s b. Vince’s
c.Red’s

On a beautiful , warm winter day at Waterfront Park, Barbara Walsh came to pay her respects
to her son, Sgt. First Class Benjamin Sabban, who was killed in combat on March 17, 2007
in Iraq. This year will mark the 5th anniversary of this sad occasion. It’s easy to see how
proud she is standing by the memorial that was dedicated to her son “Benny” for his heroism
in the line of duty. On June 24, 2011, the Dept. of the U.S. Army also dedicated a Medical
Instructional Facility 5 as Sgt. First Class Benjamin Sabban Hall at Fort Sam Houston, San
Antonio, Texas. (Photo/story courtesy of Joe Lotkowictz)
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Zumba Party

The Columbia Club Council 426 is
hosting a Zumba party. Dress for exercise,
comfortable clothing and supportive sneakers a must! Proceeds to benefit the Columbia
Club Council 426. The party is scheduled for
March 23rd 2012. Doors open 6:30pm party
starts 7pm til 8:30pm. Location is 308 4th
Street, South Amboy, NJ 08879. Advanced
ticket purchase is $8 at the door $10. For
registration information please call Denise
at 732-525-9536 or zumbasayreville@
gmail.com.
A Prayer For Healing
Lord, you invited all who are burdened to come
to You. Allow your healing hand to heal me. Touch
my soul with Your compassion for others. Touch
my heart with Your courage and infinite love for all.
Touch my mind with Your wisdom, that my mouth
may always proclaim Your praise. Teach me to reach
out to You in my need. Help me to lead others to
You by my example. Most loving Heart of Jesus,
bring me health in body and spirit so that I may
serve You with all my strength. Touch gently this
life which you have created. Amen -T.B.
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★ Business of the Month ★
Frank’s Automotive Service

Frank Guiamano, owner of the popular Frank’s Automotive Service, located in the
Melrose section of Sayreville, is hard at work as he gets a customer’s vehicle back
into perfect running condition. (Photo by Tom Burkard)

Frank Guiamano has always been
interested in working on things that are
mechanical, which ultimately blossomed
into his automotive career. He is an ASE
Certified Mechanic, and his work skills
entail everything except tire work or wheel
alignments.
Frank’s Automotive Service specializes in brakes, diagnostics, tune-ups, water
pumps, clutches, all based in a general
automotive repair area. He said that “We
can handle almost all repairs on most
makes and models.”
The business, which is one of the
most highly-regarded auto repair fa-

Venison DinnerFeb. 25

Independence Engine & Hose Co. #1
will be holding its Annual Venison Dinner on Feb. 25th at Sacred Heart Church
Cafeteria, Washington Ave., South Amboy.
Doors open at 5 p.m. Cost is $25 per ticket
and includes Buffet Style All You Can Eat
and drink, beer and soda. There are a limited number of tickets available. For more
info, call 732-727-0550 or e-mail: mtoth1@
optonline.net

Internet for
Beginners

New to the internet? Let Sayreville Public Library’s own tech guru, Bob Mulholland,
teach you how to surf websites with ease and
find information on the Internet. Registration
required. Limited enrollment. Adults only,
please. Sayreville Public Library, Monday,
March 19 at 6:00PM. For more information,
contact Alaina at alainad@lmxac.org or call
732-727-0212 ex. 25.

cilities around, was located at 216 South
Broadway, South Amboy for 16 years.
Now, at the current location, they offer
a convenient waiting room, ample parking, and are located very close to the old
location.
Anyone that comes to Frank’s Automotive Service for auto repairs should
feel confident enough to speak to Frank
about their vehicle.
Remember, Frank’s Automotive
Service is now located at Oak Street in
the nearby Melrose section of Sayreville.
Stop by or call 732-721-8844 for more
information or to make an appointment.

Talent Show Try
Outs

Come try out for the Sacred Heart Talent Show on Wednesday, March 28th from
6:00 to 8:00 in Memorial Hall. $10 entry
fee. Grades K to 8 only. Talent Show will
be held on Saturday, April 21, 2012 . For
more information, contact Eileen Pabon at
914-255-0231.

Rec Trip To
Broadway

The Sayreville Recreation Department
will be running a bus trip into New York City
to see the Broadway play The Phantom of
the Opera on March 24, 2012 for the 2:00pm
performance. The cost per ticket is $100.00
and is on a first come first served basis. Bus
will leave the Mickey Sedlak Recreation
Center at 12:00pm and leave New York
around 7:30pm. Join for an exciting trip into
the Big Apple to witness one of Broadways
most beloved musicals of all time.

South Amboy Police, Fire Department and First Aid members were on the scene at this
accident on Main Street in South Amboy on Sunday, Feb. 12th. A car flipped over on its
roof and landed on the center divider of the street. (Photo by Tom Burkard)
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Sacred Heart School celebrates Catholic School Week on Friday, Feb. 3, 2012 with a game
of volleyball students vs. teachers. (Photo Submitted)

The Wearing Of The
Green
By Al Gomolka Jr.
Times Poet Laureate
c. 1995

Green is my favorite color,
But that’s not why I wear,
Parties and jollies on March 17th
But that’s not why I care,
Corned beef, cabbage, potatoes and beer,
Still not the reason why I join the cheer—
I’m not even Irish, nor pretend I to be,
Though, there’s a spirit alive,
Goodwill is the key—
That a saint from one nation
A hero to be
Is honored by many
And quite openly—
With parades, shamrocks, and music that
smiles,
For one day forgetting ol’ Ireland’s trials—
To share these festivities, come let it be
seen,
Commemorate, celebrate, by wearing the
green.

Bermuda Cruise

September 9-16, 2012, Only $942.45 (per person, double occupancy),
Includes: 7 night cruise on Royal
Caribbean’s Explorer of the Seas, round
trip transportation from Sayreville to Cape
Liberty Cruse Port (Bayonne), cocktail reception, $75.00 on-board credit per cabin,
special welcome gift, and a donation to St.
Stan’s Rosary Altar Society.
Sponsored by St. Stan’s Rosary Altar
Society.
For more information call Connie Modzelewski at 732-651-6391

Computer Mouse
for Beginners

New to computers? Let Sayreville
Public Library’s own tech guru, Bob Mulholland, teach you the tricks of using the
mouse in Microsoft Windows 7. Registration
required. Limited enrollment. Adults only,
please. Sayreville Public Library, Monday,
March 5 at 6:00PM. For more information,
contact Alaina at alainad@lmxac.org or call
732-727-0212 ex. 25.
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Katherine “Kitty” Bowers of South Amboy is pictured visiting Port Lockroy Research Station
at Antarctica in December. Port Lockroy is a restored British Research Station where
four or five British women live and work for the 4 months of the Antarctic summer. In the
background are Gentoo penguins. (Photo/info courtesy of Kitty Bowers)

St. Patrick’s Day
Parade Grand
Marshals

Frank Connolly Association-1976William “Doc” O’Leary 1977-Tom O’Brien
1978-Robert Hackett.
The South Amboy Irish-American
Association-1979-Frank Connolly 1980James & Mary Lenahan 1981-Robert J.
Hourahan 1982-Allie Clark 1983-David
Kelly 1984-Alfie O’Connor 1985-Mary
Powderly 1986-William Coman 1987-Joe
Crowe 1988-John Potthoff 1989-Edward
Wallace 1990-John P. Kenny 1991-Jim
Harvey 1992-George Shuler 1993-Neil
Hourahan 1994-Jim “Red” O’Connell
1995-Ginny Tierney-Inman 1996-Jack McCarthy 1997-William J. McDonnell 1998Edward Semoneit 1999-William J. Tierney
2000-Peter John Kenny 2001-Mayor John
T. O’Leary 2002-Jack O’Leary Sr. 2003Dick Cronin, Joe Noble, Russ Stillwagon
2004-Geneva Kelly 2005-Jim “Doc” Ryan
2006-Leo McCabe 2007-Walter “Pete”
Casey 2008-Elizabeth “Betty” Leveille
2009-John Donnelly Sr. 2010-Thomas J.
Noble 2011-Francis “Butch” Mulvey.

Corned Beef And
Cabbage Dinner

South Amboy Knights of Columbus
Council 426 will hold its annual Corned Beef
and Cabbage Dinner on Saturday, March 10
following the St. Patrick’s Day Parade in
South Amboy. The dinner will be held at
the Council Home, 308 Fourth St. Cost is
$8, and takeout dinners are also available.
For more info call 732-721-2025.

Parade Fundraisers
(Continued from page 1)

parade promises fun and excitement for all
ages, celebrating South Amboy’s rich Irish
heritage, and of course everyone’s favorite
holiday, St. Patrick’s Day! If you have a
group interested in being a part of this great
tradition or for additional information, please
visits the South Amboy St. Patrick’s Day
Parade website at southamboyparade.com
or you can contact the parade committee
chairperson, Betty Sturgis at 732-261-7350
or rbsturgis@optonline.net.

NIP, TUCK, PLUMP, SCRAPE & VAC
By Elaine Holton Scott

Highly defined, arched eyebrows, big
beautiful eyes, a small, chiseled nose, high
cheekbones, full, wide lips, sparkling white
teeth, a firm jawline, a tight neckline, and
facial skin as smooth as a baby’s bottom
and tight as a drum. Enhance these exquisite
facial features by adding thick, richly-colored blond hair coiffed to perfection, and
what you have is a “million dollar face”...
well, rather, the face of a 78-year old woman
named, Joan Rivers, whose countless trips to
plastic surgeons over the decades must have
cost at least a cool million bucks or two.
The increasingly popular new form of
facial artwork seems to be the “nip, tuck,
plump, scrape & vac” kind. As usual, some
“artists” produce “plastic masterpieces,”
while others do not. For a few examples, just
check out photos of Priscilla Presley*, Kenny
Rogers, Dolly Parton, Mickey Rourke, Billy
Crystal, Heather Locklear, Wayne Newton,
Cher, Blondie, Barry Manilow, Meg Ryan,
Michael Douglas, Jane Fonda, Mary Tyler
Moore, Burt Reynolds, and Carol Burnett to
decide for yourself. Undeniable recent flops
are the faces of Bruce Jenner seen on one of
the many Kardashian reality shows sporting
another lift, and Marie Osmond promoting a
diet program with lips so big and stiff they
look like inner tubes.
With enough money, almost anything
can be bought, but that doesn’t mean what
you get for your money will be worth it.
If you’re of a “certain age,” you probably
can remember how Joan Rivers had looked
before getting her nose redone and her long
chin shortened. Admittedly, those surgeries
and some additional cosmetic procedures
had drastically improved her looks. Unfortunately, like an alcoholic craves booze,
and a smoker craves nicotine, Joan Rivers
obviously became addicted to “remodeling

jobs,” and didn’t know when enough was
enough. Now, whenever I see her on TV,
I can’t help but notice how much her face
resembles that of Chuckie, the doll in the
‘80’s horror flicks.
In the aging process, the downward
pull of gravity is an unstoppable force. It
doesn’t matter who you are, or how wealthy
you may be, there are no exceptions. Just
as sure as the sun rises in the East and sets
in the West, at birth facial skin begins in the
North, then, travels South with the passage
of time. The aging process doesn’t stop
if you’re Racquel Welch; doesn’t go into
reverse if you’re Madonna; nor does it totally change your face to help you sell your
very own anti-aging creams like Victoria
Principal. Even if you insist you didn’t, like
Kathy Lee Gifford does, the signs of aging
don’t disappear on their own. “Sagging” is
what it’s called, and like the common cold,
there is no “cure.”
All of us have a right to a “nip, tuck,
plump, scrape & vac,” if we so choose. If
we do, it’s best to remember the following rules of nature: a wide-eyed owl look
belongs on owls; apples grow on trees, not
on AARP-aged cheeks; noses, like ears, get
bigger with age, never smaller; mouths don’t
widen nor will eyes suddenly slant upwards
on their own; jowls are a part of aging; lips
get bigger naturally from only two sources:
being hit in the mouth, or from an allergic
reaction; a senior citizen has more of a
chance of winning the lottery every week
for an entire year than having a youthful
looking neckline.
*When the once naturally beautiful face
of Priscilla Presley was injected with industrial, low-grade silicone, all of her previous
“plastic masterpieces” were no more.
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Work is being done on lower Broadway in South Amboy by Woodmont Properties. In the
not too-distant future, we will see a townhome community and skilled nursing facility at this
location. (Photo by Tom Burkard)

WOODMONT PROPERTIES BEGINS SITE
WORK

Redevelopment to Transform Abandoned Industrial Property into PedestrianFriendly Townhome Community and Skilled
Nursing Facility
Woodmont Properties has begun site
work on a 15-acre parcel in South Amboy’s
Lower Broadway Redevelopment Area that
will be transformed into Woodmont at South
Amboy, a mixed-use, transit-oriented development comprised of townhomes and an
84,000-square-foot skilled nursing facility.
Woodmont Properties has secured necessary approvals to develop 86 townhomes at
the property, which is located within walking
distance of South Amboy’s downtown and a
New Jersey Transit train station. An adjacent
skilled nursing facility will be constructed on
the site by Venetian Healthcare, LLC.
The Venetian Care and Rehabilitation
Center consists of a four story skilled nursing facility offering care for 120 long term
and 60 short term residents. The 84,000
square foot facility will be comprised of 3
floors of resident rooms and a ground floor
containing common areas for dining, rehabilitation centers for long and short term care
residents, administrative offices and central
support services.
The site work includes demolition of
existing blighted commercial buildings and
is expected to last throughout the winter.
Vertical construction on the nursing facility is planned to commence in the spring
of 2012.
“Woodmont is keenly focused on the
redevelopment of underutilized industrial
sites into viable developments that are an
asset to the community. This project is a
perfect example of our work revitalizing
extremely complex sites,” said Stephen A.
Santola, Executive Vice President/General
Counsel for Woodmont Properties. “Through
collaboration with Mayor Henry and the
South Amboy Redevelopment Agency, we
are delivering a project that will provide
much-needed quality housing and generate
significant tax ratables, while greatly im-

proving an important part of South Amboy’s
downtown.”
As part of the site’s redevelopment,
Woodmont previously donated a portion of
the property to South Amboy for the creation
of a new, state-of-the-art YMCA and Recreation Center, which opened in 2010 and is
also the home of the City’s Senior Center and
Recreation Department. The facility, which
provides numerous activities and programs
for the community, as well as a number of
amenities open to the public, including a
6,000-square-foot health and wellness center,
full-court gym and competitive level swimming pool, will serve as a great amenity to
residents of the future townhome community
planned for the site.
“The ongoing revitalization of this important property will result in the creation
of permanent jobs and will help to support
the economic development of our downtown
to the benefit of all residents and business
owners in South Amboy,” said South Amboy
Mayor Fred Henry.
“Anytime we are able to take a run down,
underutilized property and utilizing Redevelopment law, change it from an eyesore
to a thriving, productive part of our City we
improve and enhance the beauty of South
Amboy”, continued Mayor Henry. This is
a true “win-win” project for our community
and we look forward to seeing additional
progress being made.”
For additional information about
Woodmont at South Amboy, please contact
Woodmont Properties at (908) 988-1164.

Breakfast With The
Easter Bunny

South Amboy Knights of Columbus
Council 426 is holding its annual Breakfast
With The Easter Bunny on Sunday, April 1
at the Council Home, 308 Fourth St. from
9-11 a.m. Cost is $7-adults, $3-children age
2-12. Under 2-FREE. For reservations, call
Steve or Cheryl at 732-727-1707.

A worker lines up the hook from a crane to begin the final phase of the demolition on the
pedestrian bridge between South Broadway and lower George Street in South Amboy back
in January. (Photo by Tom Burkard)
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Members of the Sayreville FD extinguish vehicle fire involved in MVA.

Husband/Wife Recue Man

On Jan. 26th at 4 PM Sayreville police
responded to motor vehicle collision on
Bordentown Ave in the area of the Washington Horse Stables. Upon arrival one of the
vehicles was fully engulfed in fire. Investigation revealed a 1998 white Oldsmobile
being operated by Gabrielle Vanblug, age
40 of Matawan was traveling eastbound on
Bordentown Ave. The vehicle crossed over
the center line and struck a 1990 red Nissan
traveling westbound head on. That vehicle
was being operated by Nicholas Colella,
age 22 of Spotswood and caught on fire. A
passing motorist, Anthony Mele, 49, and his

wife Liz, 47, of Sayreville stopped and pulled
Colella out of the burning vehicle. Colella
was transported to Robert Wood Johnson
hospital for cuts and bruises by the Sayreville
Emergency Squad where he was treated and
released. Members of the Sayreville Fire
Dept responded and extinguished the fire.
Both drivers were the only occupants. The
accident is being investigated by Ptl. David
Sivilli of the SPD Traffic Safety Bureau.
Motor vehicle charges are pending upon
completion of the investigation. (Photo/
Story Courtesy of Sayreville PD)

Cardinal McCarrick junior Katie
Latham finished 12th overall in the NJSIAA
Girls’ Individual Bowling Tournament. She
notched a total of 1,218 in the two-set series.
Nice going, Katie!

The Morgan Lions Club will sponsor a
Pancake Breakfast on Sunday, March 4 at
Eisenhower School, Ernston Rd., Sayreville
from 8 a.m. to 12 noon. Tickets prices are
adults-$6, children under 12-$3. Tickets
may be purchased at the door.

Pancake BreakfastMarch 4
Latham 12th In State

10

Feburary 25, 2012 South Amboy-Sayreville Times

Mr. Gleason and Mr. Volpe of the New Jersey Lighthouse Society (NJLS) visited Team 4-1 at
the Samsel Upper Elementary School on January 23, 2012. The guest speakers informed
the students about New Jersey Lighthouses and the importance of their preservation.
Their visit was part of a cross curricular thematic unit on New Jersey Lighthouses, where
the students researched the geographic location, height, circumference, beacons, light
colors, and history of the various lighthouses found in our state. The students also made
an in-depth study with regard to the Fresnel lens. The students raised $270 for lighthouse
preservation and presented the NJLS with a check. Teachers Mrs. Stapleton and Mrs.
Stricker coordinated the thematic unit and the visit by the members of the NJ Lighthouse
Society. (Photo/Info Submitted)

This year, South Amboy attorney Joseph Bulman (l) will celebrate his 35th Anniversary in the
General Practice of Law. He said that, “I am grateful to everyone in South Amboy for their
support, and it is a great to be home in South Amboy.” Joseph’s sister Madeline Bulman Pirro
(r) works as Secretary/Office Manager. The law offices are located at 108 South Broadway,
South Amboy, and the telephone number is 732-727-8687. (Photo by Tom Burkard)

MY FRIEND, TEDDY WALLACE
By Henny The DJ

Teddy Wallace and I have a lot of things
in common. We both like Motown Music and
The Beatles equally.. We played softball on
the feisty Sanitary Fuel Teams in the City
League in the 70’s. We are both diehard Giant fans. But most importantly, we are both
Army Veterans we a shared secret.
Teddy and I both entered in the US Army
within sixteen months of each other in the
60’s, but our actual duty in the Army is just
about as opposite as it could be. Teddy served
with the proud 101st Airmobile Division in
Vietnam and I wound up “pushing troops” as
a Drill Sergeant at Ft Campbell, Kentucky.
Unfortunately, serving your whole tour of
duty in an Army Training Center is like
getting your driver’s license and only being
able to drive to the inspection station every
day. Teddy’s service was like getting your
driver’s license and immediately competing
in the Trans Malaysian Off Road Run.
But Teddy and I also share a particular
Army bond that further separates us from
even our fellow Army Vets, and one that puts
us in a fraternity that no amount of money or
connections or fame can gain admittance to.
And that holy bond is that Teddy and I both
know what it means to be “On Pots” when
we had KP in Basic Training. As I mentioned
before, the horror of Basic is that you are still
a civilian at heart so that even the normal
rigors of Army life are just about bearable
and more than one trainee has cracked under
just this pressure (see Full Metal Jacket). In
truth, there are very few men indeed capable
of this normal Army stress compounded by
washing and rinsing by hand all the pots in
a Battalion Mess Hall serving 1000 hungry
Basic Trainees and Cadre.
I’ll impart the happenings of my own
particular day “On Pots”, but Teddy assured
me his day was exactly the same. On the
morning of KP duty we were awakened by
the CQ at 0300 hours to be able to report
on time to the Mess Sergeant by 3:30 am.

After sizing us up the Sergeant had to figure
which of that day’s trainees had the mental
and physical toughness to handle the meanest job on the Army base that day: toiling
from 4 in the morning till 7 in the evening
in front of a stainless steel sink scrubbing
the burnt bacon grease, blackened scrambled
eggs, concrete oatmeal of breakfast; baked
on cream style corn and petrified potatoes
of lunch and the infamous slimy shards of
supper S O S from the huge 20 gallon pots,
miles long array of frying and baking trays,
and spatulas bigger than snow shovels. All
washed with not Tide or Ajax, but with plain
brown soap!
We only got one break that day. At
roughly 14:30 there was a short span when
the pots were finally all cleaned up and I
went over and sat with the regular KP’s on
break, but the Mess Sgt. saw us resting and
soon came over and showed us a speck of
food that was on one of the already washed
trays and told us all 1000 trays had to be sent
through the washing machine again. Break
over! We worked non stop the rest of the
day with the only respite being an AM radio
station from Philly blaring “Cold Sweat”
by James Brown as the apropos musical
accompaniment to our forced labor.
What a day! No, what a week in the
guise of a day. It wouldn’t end. We never got
to see daylight because it was pitch dark at
4am when we started and pitch dark at 7 pm
when we left to limp back to our barracks.
However, that long morning, day and night
“On Pots.” Teddy and I both agree, as demanding as it was, presented an opportunity
to measure up to the standard set by all the
US servicemen that had gone before us and
would come after us, and that feeling of
connection to them: veterans old and veterans new still gives today a great sense of
satisfaction. Plus it was worth it all just to
have something that unique in common with
someone as cool as Teddy Wallace.
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Sister Mary Gomolka is pictured standing by one of the entrances to the Church of Nativity
in Bethlehem. It is called the Door of Humility, since even important people had to bend to
enter. The church was built by Justinian in the year 530 AD, and the door constructed by the
Ottomans to keep out carts and horses. (Photo/info courtesy of Sister Mary Gomolka)

CARDINAL McCARRICK/ST. MARY’S HS
AUCTIONING NEW JERSEY DEVILS PACKAGE

To raise funds toward tuition scholarships, Cardinal McCarrick/St. Mary’s High
School is holding a special closed bid auction
through March 4th for an exclusive New
Jersey Devils Tickets & Buffet Package for
Four valued at $1,000.
Guests will enjoy watching the threetime Stanley Cup Champions from the
Prudential Center’s club section with an
all-you-can-eat-buffet in the Fire Lounge
and the Belvedere Ice Lounge. This package
is available for any remaining 2012 New
Jersey Devils home game through April
7th (excluding matchups against the Flyers
and Rangers).
Bids will only be accepted by email
to dmiller@CardinalMcCarrick.com until
midnight March 4th. To be eligible, bidders
must indicate their full name, daytime phone
number and bid amount. Since this is a closed
auction, bidders will not be notified of other

bids. The highest bid exceeding $300 will
determine the winner who will be contacted
on Monday, March 5th. If the two highest
bids are of the same amount, the first emailed
bid will prevail. Winner must be at least 18
years of age.
St. Mary’s High School alumnus Matt
Loughlin, the “voice of the Devils” on
WFAN, secured the donation for the high
school. Loughlin is a 1975 graduate. For
more information, contact Debra Miller,
Advancement Director, at 732-721-0748
ext. 243 or at the email above.
Cardinal McCarrick/St. Mary’s High
School is one of five Catholic high schools
in the Diocese of Metuchen and fully accredited by the Middle States Association of
Colleges and Secondary Schools. Its mission
is to prepare students for the challenges of
the FUTURE based on a foundation of strong
Catholic traditions.
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The Pin Man-You’ve probably seen South Amboy’s Jimmy Gray around town sporting a
few pins on his cap, and here he shows his entire, huge collection of Elks Club pins. He
and his late wife Rose obtained the pins over many years of traveling around the country
and out of the way places. This collection has to be one of the largest in the U.S. Jimmy
is fondly known as “The Pin Man.” (Photo/info courtesy of Joe Lotkowictz)

Fran Kurtz (r) of South Amboy, Kay Karlick (l) and 15 others arrived in the Holy Land, and
spent time on the Sea of Galilee, then headed to Jerusalem, Garden Tombs, Mount of
Beatitudes, where Jesus is believed to have delivered His Sermon on the Mount. They also
visited Mount Carmel in Galilee, which Fran described as “A gorgeous coastal mountain
range overlooking Halifa, and we also floated in the Dead Sea, a great experience. It was
a wonderful and very inspiring trip.” (Photo/info submitted by Fran Kurtz)
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May, 1989-Some of the City of South Amboy’s many fine workers included top row (l-r)
Superintendent Of Public Works, Richard Muchanic, Ed Szatkowski, Jerry Gorczyca, Bob
Harkins, Ned Moran, Joe Kudelka, Jim Charmello, Dennis McCarthy, S. Lagoyda, Tom
Levandowski, Jim Trinley, Jerry Garnett. Bottom row (l-r) Mark Wahler, Mike McCabe,
Billy Switzer, Alfie O’Connor, Mark Abbatiello, Darren Gorczyca, Jerry Magee. (Photo/info
courtesy of Charlie Koerner, Joe Lotkowictz)

TV Show Detective
In Area
By Steve Schmid

Raritan Bay Waterfront Park was recently featured in an episode of “Unforgettable” that aired Tuesday, Feb. 7 on CBS-TV.
New York City homicide detective Carrie
Wells, played by Poppy Montgomery, was
investigating a serial killer who shot one of
his victims at the local park. Carrie has the
ability to visually remember everything she
sees. She solves the fictional crime in 60
minutes just like all good TV detectives.
The Miraculous Prayer
Dear Heart of Jesus, in the past I have asked for many
favors. This time I ask you this my special one (mention
favor). Take it, Dear Jesus, and place it within your own
broken heart, where your Father sees it. Then, in His merciful eyes, it will become your favor, not mine. Amen. (Say
this prayer for 3 days, promise publication and your favor
will be granted. Never known to fail.) -EP

Cruise To Bermuda

A 7-night Cruise to Bermuda is set
for September 9-16, 2012. Cost is only
$942.45 (per person, double occupancy).
The package includes: 7-night cruise on
Royal Caribbean’s Explorer of the Seas,
round trip transportation from Sayreville
to Cape Liberty Cruise Port (Bayonne),
cocktail reception, $75 on-board credit per
cabin, special welcome gift, and a donation
to St. Stan’s Rosary Altar Society. The
trip is sponsored by St. Stan’s Rosary Altar
Society. For more information, call Connie
Modzelewski at 732-651-6391.
ST CLAIRE NOVENA
Ask St. Claire for these favors, 1 buisness,
2 impossible. Say 9 Hail Mary’s for 9 days with
lighted candles. Pray whether you believe in it or
not. Publish on the 9th day. May the Sacred Heart
of Jesus be praised, adored and glorified today
and every day. Request will be granted no matter
how impossible it may seem. Publication must be
promised. -B.T.S.
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Long, Long Ago

History Of Schools Number 1 And 2
1870-1951
By Fran Fitzmorris

Late 1930’s-Frank Paczkowski of South Amboy, along with family and friends gathered
at Goog Farrington’s Farm in Cheesequake or the Bergin Hill Deer Club. Top row (l-r)
Mike Kaluzny, Frank Paczkowski Sr., “Butch” Nebus, ?, Frank Zyskowski, Charles “Chief”
Paczkowski, Anthony “Gus Potts” Paczkowski, Lee Kaboski, Stanley Paczkowski. Bottom
row (l-r) ?, ?, Al Zyskowski. (Photo/info courtesy of Ed Paczkowski)

“Alice in
Wonderland” At
Sacred Heart

Under the direction of Mrs. Brew, Mrs.
Holowatch and Mrs. Liana, the Sacred Heart
Drama Club is busy rehearsing a spectacular
performance of this classic story. All Drama
Club members are busy preparing for a spectacular live performance of this classic tale.
Advance Tickets will go on sale the last week
of April so don’t miss out on this opportunity
to witness the talents of the future stars of
the Great White Way! When: Friday, May
14th and Saturday, May15th, Time: 7:00 pm
Where: Memorial Hall - Sacred Heart School
Price of Admission : $5.00 per ticket.

Little League
Registration

Sayreville Little League will be holding registration for the 2012 season on Sat
Mar 3rd and Sat Mar 10th from 10:00am to
2:00pm at the Little League complex located
at Washington Rd and Margaret St in Parlin.
Registration is for boys and girls ages 4 to
15. Registration fees are as follows, $100
for 1 child, $165 for 2 children and $215
for 3 or more children. There is also a $200
work bond due at the time of registration.
Any registrations taken after Mar 3rd are
subject to a $50 late fee.

Dowdell’s 98th Anniversary!

February is “love your library” month,
so become a friend and connect with your
library via Twitter and Facebook. Just
log onto the Dowdell Library’s web page at
www.dowdell.org and click on the Twitter
and Facebook icons. Also, the library will
be holding an exhibition of staff baby photos.
See if you could guess who’s who!
Special February events include a “we
heart” the 80’s teen get-together on Thursday,
February 23 at 6:30 pm. The new animated
film “Puss in Boots” will be shown on Saturday, February 25 at 1 pm (rated PG). The
Wii Club will continue to meet on Fridays
at 3:30 pm.
Spring is approaching and new programs are planned for March. Moreover, the
Dowdell Library will be celebrating its 98th
anniversary! To celebrate, the library will
be holding a “Draw It” contest for children
of all ages; children will be encouraged to
express their artistic creativity by picking
a passage within their favorite book and illustrating the scene. In addition, the Friends
of the Dowdell Library will be sponsoring
the fascinating program, “Titanic: The Latest Chapters” on Monday, March 19th at
7 pm to commemorate the Titanic’s 100th
Anniversary of its sinking. Charles Haas
will take us aboard the lost liner to discuss
the 1985 discovery to the present day. You
will be able to find out about the artifacts
that were recovered on recent expeditions,

Trip To Finger
Lakes Wine Safari

The OLV Seniors is sponsoring a trip to
the Finger Lakes area. The tour will follow
the Cayuga and Seneca Wine Trails. Relax
and enjoy the beautiful fall foliage and the
breathtaking lakes while you get to taste
the delicious wines of the region. The cost
of the trip is $380.00. Included in the price
are: 2 nights lodging, 2 breakfasts, 2 dinners,
including one at the Belhurst Castle, wine
tasting at 9 wineries, bus transportation,
bus driver gratuity, souvenir gift, baggage
handling, taxes, and meal gratuities. For
further information or to reserve a seat on
this fantastic fall trip, please contact Teri at
(732) 727-7639 or Geri at (732)257-4351.

the identification of the unknown child, and
the last survivors. There is limited seating,
so get there early. The last time Charles
Haas presented a Titanic program, there was
standing room only!
Other special events include the Dr.
Seuss Celebration in honor of Dr. Seuss’s
birthday and “Read Across America” on
Thursday, March 1st at 3:30 pm. Additionally, there will be a “Just Dance Night” for
the Wii during Teen Tech Week on Thursday, March 8th at 6 pm for teens to enjoy
themselves. For St. Patrick’s Day, the library
will also be holding a young adult Tie-Dye
Sharpie Night on Thursday, March 15th
to make Tie-Dye T-shirts (without getting
messy!). “Origami Night” and “Design
Night with Duct Tape” will be held Thursdays March 22nd and March 29th at 6 pm;
young adults will be able to express their
creativity and have fun. Children’s Storytime
will continue to be held on Wednesdays at
3:30 pm and the popular Wii Club meets on
Fridays at 3:30 pm.
The library is adjacent to the South Amboy High School off O’Leary Blvd. Library
hours are Monday, Tuesday, and Thursday
10 am – 8 pm; Wednesday and Friday 10
am – 5 pm and Saturday 12 noon – 4 pm.
Directions: www.dowdell.org
For additional information, contact
the library at comments@dowdell.org or
732.721.6060.

Polish Your
Resume

Do you have a resumé that isn’t getting
you the interviews you are looking for?
Bring in your current resumé and Dr. Colleen
Georges will provide you with a one-on-one
critique and suggestions for making your
resumé stand out amongst the competition!
Sayreville Public Library, Saturday, March
10 from 2:00-4:00PM. For more information, contact Alaina at alainad@lmxac.org
or call 732-727-0212 ex. 25. Please register
by calling Alaina or visiting the Reference
Desk. You will be assigned a 15-minute time
slot. Time slots are assigned on a first come,
first served basis.

In early 1951, the South Amboy Board
of Education ordered the closing of two of
the towns’ most famous schools. Number
1 School, located on George St., was also
called Park School, and Number 2 School
up on Fourth St. and Potter, also known as
Raritan School. It was decided that Number
1 would be torn down and Number 2 be put
up for possible sale. This move was made
because of the age of the schools and damage
suffered from the 1950 Explosion. Over the
years, both schools became closely identified with being partially responsible for the
rapid growth of the population in town back
in the 1800’s.
The story began in the early 1850’s,
when the town was able to acquire the land
that the Park School would be built on. One
of the local residents named Clinton, had
purchased the property which bordered that
of John St. and George St., and Stevens Ave.
His plans were to dig clay mines, because clay
had a great value at the time. For whatever
reasons, Clinton never dug those mines. He
then agreed to give the deeds for the land to
the town, with the stipulation that the lands
be used for a park. If the land was used
for any other use, the deed and land would

revert back to his heirs. Thankfully, this
never happened, and the school was finished
around 1873. The original building was one
floor with 4 classrooms. The second floor
was probably added sometime in the early
20th century.
As the years passed, both schools went
under numerous changes and additions as
necessary. At one time or another, both
schools were home for the high school students at least until 1921, when the old high
school was constructed on John St. The
Fourth St. School was rendered unusable
by the explosion down at the coal docks in
1950. The shell of the school remained until
the mid 1950’s. I have been told that local
kids used the empty school to play in until
the school was knocked down. My source
is impeccable! My own personal memory
starts with the empty lot on the corner of
Fourth and Potter Streets from the late 50’s
and early 60’s. During those times, I spent
playing many hours of football, baseball and
yes even some soccer, even though most
of us didn’t know much about the sport. I
especially remember the Bulmans, Keenans,
Creeds and assorted Fourth St. locals. Thank
you all for the wonderful memories!

English Conversation Group at Dowdell
Library

A new English Conversation group is
starting for adults who would like to improve
their English language conversation skills.
The group will provide a small, friendly
setting where participants can practice their
English language skills, develop listening
skills, and learn some American idioms
and culture.
Participants will practice introducing
themselves and others, learning new vocabulary words, and conversing in full sentences.
A variety of lessons and activities will make

each session fun! All English skill levels are
welcome to attend.
The group will begin meeting on Saturday, March 17, from 12:30 – 2:00 p.m. at
the Dowdell Library of South Amboy (on
O’Leary Boulevard; adjacent to the South
Amboy High School). The library is open
Saturdays from 12 noon to 4 pm.
For additional information or directions
please contact the library at 732-721-6060
or comments@dowdell.org.

Over 20 residents attended a very special book signing at Rupp’s Ace Hardware in Sayreville
recently. Pictured (l-r) Arthur Rittenhouse, President of the Sayreville Historical Society, Beth
Holderman-Blonski, Publisher, Andy Rupp, Ray Rupp, owners of Rupp’s Ace Hardware,
and Jason Slesinski, VP of the Sayreville Historical Society and author of “A Cultural History
of Sayreville.” The Historical Society sends a big “thank you” to Ray and Andy, and also
Charlotte Sadowski for hosting their event. (Photo/info submitted)
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Under the direction of Eileen McGee, SHS HSA Social Concerns Chairperson, Sacred
Heart students participated in Bridges of Peace by donating stuffed animals to be sent
to children in the war torn countries of Iraq and Afghanistan. Students donated hundreds
of stuffed animals to provide comfort and peace to young children living in these two war
zones. (Photo/Info Submitted)

Senior Group
March Meeting

The OLV Senior Group will hold their
March Meeting on Friday, March 2, 2012
at 1PM in Monsignor Dalton Hall on Main
Street in Sayreville. After a brief business
meeting, a physical therapist from Briarwood Rehabilitation Center will speak on
preventive ways to avoid falls that result
in injuries to hips, knees and other parts of
the leg. Don’t forget to wear your favorite
St. Patrick’s attire. We are still collecting
dues for this year. Dues for this year will be
$10.00 a person for the year – September to
June. Our meeting dates are: Apr. 12, May 4,
and June 1. All meetings are held on Friday
afternoon at 1PM except the April meeting which will be held on Thursday, April
12.Food donations to St. Vincent de Paul are
always gladly accepted. Our group invites
any senior who is 55 years and older to join
our group. You do not need to be a member
of OLV. Any questions please contact Teri
at 732-727-7639.

“PAWS FOR A CAUSE”
CONCERT TO BENEFIT
SHELTER PETS

Rumor 35, 2090 Route 35 North in
South Amboy, will host “Paws for a Cause”
to benefit Sayreville Pet Adoption Center on
Sunday March 25. Doors open @2 PM with
the first band taking the stage at 3 PM. The
event will feature performances by several
local bands including Lance Barnewold’s
Trifecta, Guns 4 Hire, 9 Below Zero, The
Chuck Lambert Band, The Spider Rockets,
TheWhite Chocolate Experience, & Exxplorer, with DJ Chris Cartuneo spinning
the music. Door prizes, raffles, & food
will be available for purchase. Guests are
asked to bring a can of dog or cat food or
other pet supplies for the shelter. Tickets are
$20 and may be purchased at Sayreville Pet
Adoption Center and Sayrebrook Veterinary
Hospital, 1400 Main Street in Sayreville as
well as Aarius Studios, 4420 Bordentown
Avenue, Sayreville. For more information
please contact event coordinator Kenny Diaz
by phone at 732-713-6291 or by email @
seatac1169@aol.com.
Contact: Kenny Diaz, Event Coordinator 732-713-6291, David Rosario, Rumor 35
732-483-2585.
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You Tube-In

Hegyes
Remembered

By Tom Burkard

Uli Jon Roth, former lead guitarist for the world renowned Scorpions rock band, was a guest
instructor at Old Bridge Music Center on Route 516 recently. Owner Gregg Zubowicz invited
Roth to teach the Sky Academy Guitar Master Class to his students, and they were thrilled
and delighted. (Photo by Tom Burkard)

Rory Kelly’s Triple
Threat
By Tom Burkard

Rory Kelly’s Triple Threat band, featuring former South Amboy resident and
standout drummer Mike Kelly and his son
Rory on lead vocals and guitar, have recently
released a great new album “(Don’t Shake
My) Familly Tree.” You can preview the
title cut online, and we certainly enjoyed
the pounding drums and hard-driving beat
of this song. These guys are terrific! Check
it out!
PS-The word is out that Rory Kelly’s
Triple Threat will be playing live at Todd’s
Dugout on South Stevens Ave. during the
St. Patrick’s Day Parade. Call Todd’s for
more info. Don’t miss it!

#1 Pop Hits-Feb. 25

2007-Say It Right-Nelly Furtado
1998-Nice And Slow-Usher
1982-Centerfold-J. Geils Band
1971-One Bad Apple-The Osmonds
1967-Kind Of A Drag-The Buckinghams

Mokar On The Move
By Tom Burkard

Morgan’s all-time greatest saxophone
player Jerry Mokar has been performing
with the fabulous Jobonanno & The Godsons
of Soul band, and on New Year’s Eve, the
group turned in a fantastic performance at
Tim McLoone’s Supper Club in Asbury Park.
Mokar and the group have also performed
with the nationally famous Del Vikings.
Keep up that great rockin’ Jerry!

Kevin McGowan
Great Irish CD
By Tom Burkard

Former Sayreville resident and standout guitarist/vocalist Kevin McGowan has
recently released 2 CD’s. Just in time for St.
Patrick’s Day, is his CD titled “Where The
Shannon River Flows-Great Irish Places,” is
perfect to get you ready for your St. Patty’s
partying and of course the South Amboy
Parade. McGowan plays and sings 10 topnotch Irish tunes on this including Galway
Bay, Lovely Lentrim, Green Glens Of Antrim, When New York Was Irish, Storms of
Killarney, and several more. For more info
and to order, go to Kevin’s website: www.
kevinmcgowan.net.
“Every Day Is Monday,” is Kevin
McGowan’s other new CD. This features 6
very interesting and catchy songs including
the title track, as well as See It Through,
Afraid, Falling, Life Still Goes On, and
my personal favorite, My Town, which is
a narrative about McGowan’s growing up
in the Bronx.
Both CD’s are superb works, so be sure
to check them out at: www.kevinmcgowan.
net.

Eddie & Lisa S. Cut
New CD
By Tom Burkard

The fabulous Eddie Dill, who was lead
guitarist for the now legendary Megaton,
has recently cut a CD entitled “9 Songs
Originale,” with Lisa S. Eddie & Lisa S.
turn out a very nice product featuring the
catchy tune The Easiest Thing, Peace, Back
Home Again, A Day In Our Life, Gotta Be
A Friend, Rudolf The Red Nosed Reindeer
(done in Alvin & The Chipmunks style), and
my favorite, We Are Who We Are, which is
a tribute to Eddie’s sister Anna Dill Lotkowictz, who passed away last year. Eddie Dill
is one of the most talented guitarists ever to
come out of South Amboy. To purchase your
copy, see Mr. Eddie Dill or Lisa S.

#1 Country HitsFeb. 25

2002-Good Morning Beautiful-Steve Holy
1995-Old Enough To Know Better-Wade
Hayes
1988-Twinkle, Twinkle Lucky Star-Merle
Haggard
1977-Moody Blue-Elvis Presley
1966-Waitin’ In Your Welfare Line-Buck
Owens

Check out some of this off-the-wall
stuff! The great instrumental, “Telstar” by
The Tornadoes, which was a #1 hit in ’62,
was also recorded by teenage idol Bobby
Rydell, with lyrics! It’s not spectacular,
but interesting…Speaking of the ‘60’s,
do you remember the popular TV cowboy
show, “The Rifleman” with Chuck Connors? Well, the boy that played his son, is
Johnny Crawford. He had a terrific voice
and landed 4 Top 40 hits from 1962-63.
The top one was Cindy’s Birthday, which
reached #8. Two of his songs that were not
hits, and may be of interest to you are also on
Youtube.com. If you’ve got a little time on
your hands, listen to “Sandy,” and “The Girl
Next Door.”…A fantastic Country/Christian
styled tune, “Thank God” by Johnny Jolin
is also worth a look and listen. Speaking
of Country music/videos, who in the world
besides the great Toby Keith could turn out
a mega #1 hit about a “Red Solo Cup?”
The lyrics are really catchy, and the video
is down-home country partying fun…I still
believe the greatest country video of alltime is Alan Jackson’s “Remember When.”
Even though it was released several years
ago, there is something about it that really
hits home, so take a looky/see when you
get a chance…

Bus Trip To See
Frankie Valli

The OLV Seniors are sponsoring a
bus trip to the American Music Theater in
Lancaster, Pennsylvania to see Frankie Valli
and the Four Seasons. The date of the trip is
Thursday, May 17, 2012. The price of the
trip is $150.00 which includes: the price
of the show ticket, bus transportation, bus
gratuity, dinner at Shady Maple, and snacks
on the bus. The bus will leave OLV lower
parking lot at 2PM and return approximately
at 12:30 AM. For further information or to
make a reservation, please contact Teri at
(732) 727-7639.

Former South Amboy resident and St.
Mary’s HS Class of ’68 graduate, Joe “Jesko”
Jaskowiak shared a memory of actor Bobby
Hegyes, who died recently. Joe said that,
“Believe it or not, I played my last hardball
game against his team in Perth Amboy for the
South Amboy AAABA. He was a catcher,
but he pitched against South Amboy in the
All-Star game at Waters Stadium about
1965. I still have a clipping of him and Tom
Kelly, where the championship trophy was
handed to Kelly, as Hegyes looked on. He
was a nice guy.”

One Hit Wonders50 Years Ago

1962-Hey! Baby-Bruce Channel; Midnight In Moscow-Kenny Ball & His Jazzmen;
The Percolator Twist-Billy Joe & The Checkmates; Smoky Places-The Corsairs; What’s
Your Name-Don & Juan; Let Me In-The
Sensations; Love Letters-Ketty Lester; Dear
One-Larry Finnegan; Cinderella-Jack Ross;
Shout! Shout! (Knock Yourself Out)-Ernie
Maresca; Stranger On The Shore-Mr. Acker
Bilk; I Wish That We Were Married-Ronnie & The Hi-Lites; Snap Your Fingers-Joe
Henderson; Wolverton Mountain-Claude
King; Johnny Get Angry-Joanie Sommers;
Party Lights-Claudine Clark; Silver Threads
And Golden Needles-The Springfields; Alley Cat-Bent Fabric; Do You Love Me-The
Contours; Torture-Kris Jensen; Bobby’s
Girl-Marcie Blane; Let’s Go (Pony)-The
Routers; Telstar-The Tornadoes.

Local Businessman
Worked For
Bon Jovi
By Tom Burkard

Bob Bandiera (above) and the NJ Rock ‘N
Soul Review paid tribute to the Bee Gees
recently at the Count Basie Theatre in Red
Bank. The band played songs from the Bee
Gees vast catalog of over 20 albums, truly a
great show!! (Photo by Brian Stratton)

Bob Brewer, owner of the Broadway
Bistro in South Amboy worked as a roadie
for Jon Bon Jovi when he had the Atlantic
City Expressway. Bob said that, “Jon was
very caring at the time. He was always one
of us, and never put himself above anyone.
He knew what he wanted and wasn’t going
to quit and he didn’t. I always thought he
would make it big. He always put music
first. For a guy that didn’t go to his senior
prom, that tells how dedicated he was to
music. His guitar teacher was Al Paranello
who lived across the street from him on
Robin Hood Drive. Jon went up to him and
looked him in the eyes and said he wanted
to be a rock star. Paranello also taught Dave
“Snake” Sabo.
When I worked for Jon with the Atlantic
City Expressway, and every Friday came,
the envelopes were there with the pay. He
never left anybody behind.”

Music Trivia
Better
By Tom Burkard

1.__I Should Have Known Better
2.__You Better Run
3.__Better Days
4.__Better Love
5.__Better Love Next Time
6.__Better Man
7.__Better Off Alone
8.__Better Tell Him No
9.__Better Than You
10._Some Things Are Better Left Unsaid
Answers
1g 2i 3b 4h 5a 6f 7c 8j 9d 10e.

a.Dr. Hook
b.Bruce Springsteen
c.Alice Dejay
d.Lisa Keith
e.Hall & Oates
f.Pearl Jam
g.The Beatles
h. Londonbeat
i. The Young Rascals
j.Starlets
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School Sports
(As of Feb. 15)

Boys Basketball
Cardinal McCarrick/St. Mary’s (17-5)
Hall-of-Fame bound Coach Joe Lewis has
once again built a powerful Blue & Gold
team. Soph Marques Townes is the top
scorer and gets help from Alonzo Hamilton,
Jumanee McDaniel, Muhammed Alli.
Sayreville (7-12) Sparking the Bombers attack is talented Corey Taite, Cody Van
Note, Bryant Webb, and Trey Johnson.
South Amboy (8-12) Steve Herdman
is the top scorer and gets help from Nick
Kales and Joe Fruncillo, who is quite a
rebounder.
Girls Basketball
Cardinal McCarrick/St. Mary’s (9-11)
Coach Lynn Ust, who was recently elected to
the Hall-of-Fame, is doing a good job during
a rebuilding year, as most of her players are
underclassmen. Alyssa McDonough is the
top point-producer, while Candace Turner,
Shannon McCleery, and Lauryn Materowski
all provide extra offensive pop.
Sayreville (7-15) The Bombers big 3
scorers are Jackie Rodriguez, Rachel Harris
and Amanda Quintero. Bridget Giovenco
and Andrea Payne also help with some offense.
South Amboy (3-15) The scoring has
been spread out recently between Catie Mota,
Nicole Burns, Kyra Kuhn, Andie Garcia, and
Emily Trzeciak.
Wrestling
Sayreville (4-9) Top wrestlers recently:
Damon Lee, Nick Taillfer, Nick Gambardel-

GMCT Basketball
Results

Girls
In a Play-In round contest, East Brunswick slammed South Amboy, 67-29. Nicole
Burns and Andie Garcia tossed in 8 points
apiece…In the Preliminary Round, Cardinal McCarrick, led by Candace Turner
with 17 points and Shannon McCleery’s
14 clubbed Colonia, 45-25…Sayreville
destroyed Dunellen, 51-37 in an upset led
by Jackie Rodriguez with 19 points and
Rachel Harris’ 12.
In the First Round, Bishop Ahr stopped
Sayreville, 73-43. Rodriguez scored 16
points…South Brunswick beat Cardinal
McCarrick, 57-36, despite 20 points from
Alyssa McDonough…
Boys
Preliminary Round-Sayreville breezed
by Dunellen, 67-51, as Cody Van Note
topped the scoring with 18 points. Teammates Bryant Webb 11, Corey Taite 10 and
Mike Hartsfield 10 all chipped in for Coach
Wojcik’s Bombers.

Fruncillo Wins It
For Guvs

Sophomore center Joe Fruncillo hit the
game-winning free throw with 0:05 left, as
South Amboy nipped Kearny, 47-46. In
addition, Fruncillo finished with 10 points
and 20 rebounds. Steve Herdman led the
scoring brigade with 14 points.

Hartsfield Wins At NY

By Tom Burkard
la, Carlos Velasquez, Kevin Zoles.
Boys Bowling
Sayreville (8-2-2) Red-hot bowlers
lately have been led by Jay Ciszewski, Andrew Danchiseo, and Ryan Aucone.
Cardinal McCarrick/St. Mary’s (10-4)
Top bowlers recently are Bob Krimmin, Dan
Rack, John Miller, and Gabe Tirado.
South Amboy (2-8) Best bowlers over
the last couple games are Phil Oppenheimer
and Marcus Bishop.
Girls Bowling
Cardinal McCarrick/St. Mary’s (14-0)
The talented Cardinal McCarrick team under
9th year coach Maureen Jones is undefeated
over the last 3 years during the regular season with an unbelievable 45-0-1 mark! Top
bowlers over the last couple weeks are Katie
Rose Noble, Katie Latham, Nicole Higgins,
Shayna O’Connor, Kristen Pianka.
Sayreville (3-9) The top bowler is
Megan Aucone.
South Amboy (0-9) The top 4 bowlers
recently were Patty Cruz, Kaylin Vee, Megan
Przybylski, Gurnet Vau.
Boys Swimming
Sayreville (1-5) Peter Dufrat continues
to lead the Bombers. Other fine swimmers
include Ryan Zucker, Mike Astarita, Gottstine, and Andrews.
Girls Swimming
Sayreville (1-4) Liz Kaczmarek, Jane
Prusakowski, Lauren Lopez and Michelle
Quinn have fared well this season.

Signing Day

It was signing day at Sayreville War Memorial HS recently, as standout football player
Delon Stephenson (c) signs with Rutgers University. Also pictured is George Najjar (l),
Sayreville’s head coach of football, and Shawn Currie (r), vice-prinicipal and defensive
coordinator of the football team.

McCarrick Sweeps
Sayreville Again

Cardinal McCarrick boys’ and girls’
basketball teams swept the Bombers of
Sayreville for the second time this season.
In boys’ action, the Eagles, who led by 18
points in the first half, had a fight on their
hands, as Sayreville took a 59-58 short-lived
lead in the fourth quarter, but Coach Joe
Lewis’ club bounced back and held on to
defeat the Blue & Gray, 71-66. Jonathan
Rodriguez paced the winners with 19 points,
while Marques Townes tossed in 15 and
Muhammad Alli 13.
The Lady Eagles led 19-18 at halftime,
but built the lead in the second half and
cruised to a 48-30 romp over the Bombers.
Alyssa McDonough led CM with 19 points
and Lauryn Materowski ripped 11 rebounds.
Jackie Rodriguez topped Sayreville with 9
points.

Eze, Hartsfield 2nd
In GMCT

In the CJ Group 4 Sectional Track
Championships, Sayreville’s Emeka Eze
copped 2nd place in the 55 meter dash for
the boys, clocking in at 6.65, and Amari
Hartsfield took 2nd in the 55-meter dash for
the girls with a time of 7.27.

Lady Eagles 2nd In
County

Talented Sayreville winter track runner,
Amari Hartsfield recently captured the 55yd. dash in 7.0 at the Varsity Classic at New
York Armory. Congratulations!

The Cardinal McCarrick girls’ bowling
team captured 2nd place in the GMC Bowling
Championship, bowing in the finals to South
Brunswick, 2 games to 1. Nicole Higgins
rolled the high game with a super 266.

Cheyenne Grant, a 2010 graduate of
Sayreville War Memorial HS is playing
excellent basketball for the College of Saint
Elizabeth (CSE). The talented soph guard
is averaging double figures, with a high
game of 23. CSE currently sports a fine
11-6 record. Cheyenne received the Most
Improved Player Award last season. Olivia
Gorczynski, a freshman guard for Chestnut
Hill College (PA), is currently #2 on the
team in scoring with a 9.8 avg. Chestnut Hill
now stands at 5-15…Monmouth University
Head Coach Jen Kuziemski-Palmateer has
done a fine job leading her club to a 12-10
mark so far…Larry Lenahan, is starring for
Centenary, and leads the team in rebounding, 7.7, and is #2 in scoring with a 13.1
avg. The club is 10-11…David Langan, a
red shirt soph, playing for Wesley College,
now 9-12, is shooting an amazing 67% from

the field, #1 on the team, and is second in
rebounding 7 per game. He also averages 9
points an outing…Jessica Kitrys, who scored
1,214 points during her career at Sayreville
High, is currently averaging 15.4 ppg., and
7 rebounds per game for Adelphi U. The
6-0 soph forward from Parlin, has fired in
22 and 23 points in her last 2 outings…Julio Rosario is #3 in assists on the William
Paterson squad, while averaging 6.3 points
a game for the Paterson powerhouse now
19-3…Chrissy Keir, a 1,000 point scorer at
Cardinal McCarrick, leads the University of
Charleston in assists with 72, is #2 in steals,
and #3 in scoring with a 10.3 avg. for her
team now 10-10…Courtney Hulsart has
played in 3 games for Rowan University,
and averages 2.7 per game. She is also 2for-3 on 3 point field goal attempts. Rowan
record is 8-14…

College Chatter

Sayreville’s talented all-around athlete, Bridget Giovenco (c) signs with West Chester
University, as George Najjar (l) and Shawn Currie (r) look on. (Photos/info by Eileen
Downs/Giovenco)
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The Local Sports Memory Machine
By Tom Burkard

From The Sports Archives

1984-The St. Mary’s girls talented basketball team featured Mary Jean Sibilia, who scored
her 1,000th point against North Brunswick. Pictured top row (l-r) Coach Laurie Feldman,
Eleanor Wykpisz, Marlene Wisniewski, Capt. Mary Jean Sibilia, Debbie Kelton, Karen
Charmello, Lisa Zdzienicki. Bottom row (l-r) Jill Carew, Capt. Karen Waltz, Capt. Jeanne
Radwanski, Karen Scupp, Tricia Radwanski.

Way Back In…

1925-South Amboy High School’s boys’
basketball team turned in its finest season up
to that point in history, with a 16-3 record.
The 3 losses came at the hands of Tottenville, 31-21, Neptune 47-28, and Princeton,
would you believe—17-9 in the Class B State
Tournament. In those days, just about any
games counted on the overall record, and
South Amboy beat their Alumni team, and
also a team called Phi Gamma Delta.
The final scoring leaders for the 1925
South Amboy HS boys’ basketball team
(No first names were available): Oliver 203
points, James 150 Geant 141 Lambertson 105
Sheppard 66 Allen 9 Holman 3 Carlisle 2.

40 Years Ago

1972-The South Amboy Men’s Senior
Basketball League featured 10 teams. The
final standings were: English Chevron 8-1;
Mike’s Corner 7-2; Far Out Trucking 6-3;
The Place 5-4; Hot Dog City 5-4; Bay City
Liquors 5-4; Poncho’s Pilots 4-5; South
Amboy A.A. 3-6; Mountaineer Construction
1-8; Halfway House 1-8.
The Top 10 scoring leaders (points)
were: George Krzyzanowski, English Chevron 195; Ed Paczkowski, South Amboy A.A.
166; Ray Downs, Mike’s Corner 161; Danny
Paone, Mike’s Corner 154; Greg Havlusch,
Far Out Trucking 153; Tom Holovacko, The
Place 146; Gene Cross, Poncho’s Pilots
138; Bob Keegan, Far Out Trucking 137;
Fran Fitzmorris, English Chevron 136; Bob
Howarth, Poncho’s Pilots 132.
Scoring Average leaders were: G.
Krzyzanowski 21.6; Paczkowski 20.6; T.
Holovacko 18.2; R. Downs 17.8; Paone
17.1; Havlusch 17.0; Ron Ciszewski, Far Out
Trucking 16.2; Curt Wood, Bay City Liquors
16.1; Cross 15.3; B. Keegan 15.2.

St. Mary’s First
Tennis Team

1941-St. Mary’s organized its first boys’
tennis team. Coached by Ben Van Goran,
the players were William Betcher, Andrew
Clark, Ed Sibol, John Grimley, Bill Hoover,
George Harkins, and Monaghan.
The same year, the Eagles won their
first tennis match in history over New Brunswick. Clark was victorious in singles play,
while the doubles teams of Sibol-Hoover;
Grimley-Harkins also notched wins in this
premier contest.

Win A Scholarship

Attention: High School Seniors of Irish
Heritage-The South Amboy Irish American
Association is offering two scholarships
to “residents only” of South Amboy with
Irish Heritage. Please write a 500 word
essay about your Irish Heritage. Please do
not mention any names of your family of
descendants in the essay. Postmark your
essay by March 9, 2012. Send to: Ms. Diane Buckalew, 527 Ridgeway Ave., South
Amboy, NJ 08879.

Y.M.C.A. Basketball
League

1932-The Pennsylvania Railroad (PRR)
YMCA in South Amboy featured 6 teams
in the Men’s Basketball League. The final
standings were: Alumni 12-1; Bullets 9-4;
Racketeers 8-5; Ramblers 5-8; Phantoms 1-9
(dropped out after first half); Irish Terriers
(dropped out after first half).
The scoring leaders were: Steiner 75
points J. Ryan 71 Primpka 70 Flaga 63 C.
Fazio 44 Fox 42 Peterson 39 M. Sheppard
38 Ferguson 35 E. Applegate 30 Oliver 28
Heston 27.

Glory Days In
Local Sports

1952-St. Mary’s boys’
basketball squad beat St.
Rose, 61-48, as Frank O’Brien
poured in a career-high of 28
points, and Jerry Gorczyca
added 11. 1963-Sayreville
mauled Metuchen, 66-46
in boys’ basketball. Jeff
Osowski and Bob Pawelek
led the way with 18 points
apiece, and Steve Gozora tossed in 10.
1974-The Eagles ripped South River, 6046 in boys hoops. Mark Clark fired in 19
points, Ray Lasko 14 and Joe Kolakowski
11. 1981-Hoffman slaughtered Spotswood,
70-53. Soph sensation, Pete Smith poured
in 24 points and ripped 17 rebounds, while
Ronnie Brown scored 20 and grabbed 12
rebounds. Joe Schiavino added 12 markers.
1996-The Bombers stopped South Plainfield,
48-41, as Leland Norris scored 15 points and
Marcin Ziobron got 13. 2004-South Amboy
girls’ basketball club edged East Brunswick
Tech, 39-35 behind Tracie Szatkowski’s 18
points.

T.H.E.
Game

Sport-Boys Basketball
Year-2002
Teams-South Amboy vs. Roselle Park
Recap-The Guvs trailed 44-43 when Nick
Shaw hit a game-winning 3-pointer with
0:12 left, as SA took a thrilling 46-44 victory over Roselle Park. Shaw finished with
a game high 25 points. Rob Seikendick
added 11 points, and freshman Joey Bartlinski scored 5.
MVP-Nick Shaw-South Amboy

St. Pat’s Dinner
Dance

On Saturday March 17th the Knights
of Columbus, Old Bridge are having a St.
Patty’s Day dinner dance. The dance will run
from 7:30 - 11:30 pm, cost is $25 per person
in advance only. Includes salad, traditional
St. Pat’s dinner with soda bread, wine, tap
beer, soda, coffee, tea and desserts. Cash bar
for mixed drinks. Knights of Columbus Hall,
61 Pine St. Old Bridge, NJ. DJ music by
Tony V of Memory Lane Oldies. To make
reservations, call 732-251-0970.

Tourney Time-1951

1968 Little Fellas
Basketball League

U.C.L.A. captured the South Amboy
Little Fellas Basketball League championship by blasting Louisville, 41-24 to sweep
the best of 3 series. The champs were paced
by Charlie Lange with 15 points, and Rich
Garsick who pumped in 10. Mark Abbatiello
led Louisville with 13 tallies. Other roster
members of U.C.L.A. included: O’Toole,
Connors, Richmond, P. Astarita, Buckalew,
Matarangolo, Stillwagon. The Louisville
players also featured: M. Astarita, Keegan,
McCarthy, Dubil, Brown, Astone.

Flashback 1994

Kuhn Scores 1,000 Points
South Amboy’s Gary Kuhn became
Westbrook College’s second 1,000 point
scorer in history, by hitting a beautiful 3pointer before a packed hometown crowd at
the Westbrook campus in Portland, Maine.
Kuhn, who led Middlesex County in scoring
during his junior and senior years at Hoffman
HS, and scored over 1,000 points during
his illustrious Purple & Gold career, holds
the distinction of being the only player in
South Amboy or Sayreville to score 1,000
plus points in both high school and college.
An amazing feat!

On The Bus-Hoffman basketball players are pictured riding on the bus to Asbury Park
Convention Hall for its Group I state tournament game against Barnegat. In photo (l-r)
John Ciol, Bob Munck, Leon Letts.

Sorry!

In the Feb. issue, we unintentionally
left out two noteworthy athletes from South
Amboy and Sayreville. In our “From The
Sports Archives” basketball team photo of
the St. Mary’s 1948 club, we failed to identify
Jack Vail, who went on to make All-County
1st team, and had a fine basketball career at
Georgetown University. Jack was elected
to Cardinal McCarrick/St. Mary’s Sports
Hall-of-Fame for his outstanding basketball
and baseball career. He also retired some
years ago as a judge in Hawaii.
Sayreville’s Joe Coyle was not mentioned in the “Yearbook-Sayreville 1987”
feature. Joe was a talented baseball and
basketball player for the Bombers, and
played for my freshman baseball team in
’84, and always gave 110%. Joe is employed
by the Sayreville Board of Education, and
now coaches the St. Bartholomew’s, East
Brunswick basketball team.

Hoffman High Coach Eugene “Jimmy” Dobrzynski (l) is all smiles before the start of the
state tourney game at Asbury Park Convention Hall. Principal Joseph Vail (c) is pictured
with scorekeeper Franklin English (r). The Guvs were victorious. (Photos/info courtesy
of Charlie Koerner)
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Rescuing A River

A film and discussion about the decline of the Raritan River, and the efforts
to restore it will be held on Thurs., March
22 at 6:30 p.m. at the Perth Amboy YMCA
Theater, 357 New Brunswick Ave., Perth
Amboy—FREE Parking. There will be 2
FREE showings of the film followed by
Q & A with Producer Erich Schultz, Bob
Spiegel (Edison Wetlands) and the Raritan
Riverkeeper, Bill Schultz. Admission is
FREE, but space is limited. RSVP required
by sending an email to perthamboykayak@
hotmail.com by March 18.

Sacred Heart
School Spring
Open House

Alexander Banoczi 15, formerly of South
Amboy, now residing in Wilmington, NC, has
been named as a “Student of Excellence,”
by the United States Achievement Academy
and is listed in the “Who’s Who of Students”
by the National Honor Society of Scholastic
Leadership. The Academy recognizes
students upon the exclusive recommendation
of teachers, coaches, and other qualified
sponsors, upon the standard of selection
set forth by the Academy. The standard for
selection includes academic performance,
leadership qualities, responsibility, attitude,
cooperative spirit and dependability.
Alexander is an Honors Student with a 4.3
grade point average (GPA). He volunteers
extra time with Special Needs Children.
He plays left guard with the Ashley H.S.
football team and is also on the varsity track
team, specializing in discus and shotput.
Alexander is the son of Alyeece Banoczi and
the grandson of George and Wilma Zulin of
South Amboy. (Photo/info submitted)

Sunday, May 2nd - 11am to 1pm Grades K-8
Drop by to see why Sacred Heart has
gained a reputation as an academic leader
in the South Amboy/Sayreville/Old Bridge
area. Our students receive a well rounded
education and participate in variety of
activities such as basketball, drama, chess
club to name a few. Student Ambassadors
will be on hand to take you on a personal
tour of our school. We will be serving
refreshments in the cafeteria and visiting
families will have the opportunity to meet
with current Sacred Heart parents, alumni
and HSA members who will gladly answer
any questions and offer their experiences.
A representative from Creative Kids, our
Pre-Kindergarten, will also be present to
answer any questions and offer information
regarding the variety of schedules.  
A great education with a perfect location
for parents who commute to work. Our school
is minutes away from the South Amboy NJ
Transit Train Station, Route 9, GSP and the
NJ Turnpike. We will be looking forward
to meeting you!

The Middlesex County College dental clinic was the home of bright smiles in February as
75 children from all over the area visited for free dental care. Local dentists, hygienists,
and dental students and alumnae volunteered their time and talents as the treated kids
who received an exam, cleaning, fluoride treatments, sealants, as well as education on
how to brush and floss. The free care was valued at over $73,000. The College was one
of 107 locations in New Jersey that helped brighten kids smiles that day. From left: Dr. Joe
Muscatiella, who practices in Edison; the Tooth Fairy, Angela Diotis (Monroe); Dr. Jaime
Leizer, who practices in Carteret; Middlesex County College President Joann La PerlaMorales; and patient Ethan Sanchez (Sayreville). (Photo/Info Submitted)

Sacred Heart School Iddy Biddies Cheerleading Squad during Catholic Schools Week.
(Photo Submitted)

This talented local bowling team turned in another excellent night at Hill Lanes during the
1968-69 season. Pictured (l-r) ?, Bob Zera, George Kardos, George Gelsinon, and Ray
Nebus. (Photo/info courtesy of Ken Sumski, owner of R & R Printing, South Amboy)

Play Is A Powerful Promoter Of Family
Health And Well-Being

Amanda Rushnak, Membership Director, South Amboy Branch YMCA
In today’s goal-oriented society, the notion of play can seem a frivolous pursuit for
some. Physical activity is often perceived
as athletics, exercise or “working out.” But,
experts agree, play can and should be embraced by family members of all ages.
Families can develop stronger bonds
when they share common experiences.
Physical activity is a positive experience
that families can share as they improve their
overall health. Kids and parents who play
in a physically active way are healthier and
happier. Studies suggest playing, just for
the sake of movement and enjoyment and
interaction, boots self-esteem, builds healthy
relationships and contributes to a physical
health and well-being.
In conjunction with Healthy Family
Home, the South Amboy Branch YMCA
offers helpful tips to make play part of every
day and an important component of healthy
families. First, adults must embrace the
health and well-being benefits of play, which
include increased energy levels; improved
sleep patterns; better concentration at work
or school; family connectedness; improved

self-esteem, and stronger, healthier bodies.
How can busy families put more play
in their days?
Spend at least 20 minutes doing something physically active as a family, ideally
outdoors. Play fetch with the dog, a game
of tag before dinner, play in the leaves or
build a snowman before starting homework.
Take a family bike ride to the bank or post
office.
Schedule family recess time by putting
play on the weekly schedule, just like soccer
games and piano practice. Block out time
for a trip to the park playground or a family
trip to the pool. Shoot hoops, jump rope,
play hopscotch in the driveway.
Count each effort no matter how large
or small. Take quick breaks in-between
chores, meal preparation, and homework
to dance or run around the house. Create
a play jar allowing each family member to
put in desired fun activities for weekends or
other days off. Turn chore time into play
time. Crank up the stereo for a Saturday
clean the house party.
By continuing to put play in their day,
families will be reaping the benefits of
healthy living together!

Easy Meal Planning
for the Busy Family

Digital Photo
Editing

“What’s for dinner?” Does this question cause you stress every day? Join Katie
Tracy of Simple Spaces as she presents Easy
Meal Planning for the Busy Family. Katie
will walk you through how to decide what
to make, spend less time at the food store,
and encourage family participation in meal
planning and prep. Sayreville Public Library,
Tuesday, March 27 from 7:00-8:30PM. If
you have any questions about this program
or would like to register, contact Alaina
by phone at 732-727-0212 ex. 25 or email
alainad@lmxac.org.

Ever wondered how to edit pictures
from a digital camera yourself? Here’s a
chance to learn how to do it! Find out how
to alter photo color and brightness, as well as
remove red-eye, produce a black and white
photo from a color photo, crop photos to get
rid of clutter and stitch photos together to
make a panoramic view. Sayreville Public
Library, Monday, March 5 at 3:00PM. For
more information or to register, contact Dan
at 732-727-0212, ex. 11 or email dtvetrano@
lmxac.org.

20

Feburary 25, 2012 South Amboy-Sayreville Times

WWW.?

The Mystery Milk
Truck

Winter Memories

W. Tom Kross of South Amboy said
that, “The truck was a Divco. When I used
to deliver milk in the early 1960’s, I had
one, but not as old as the one in the photo.
The driver in the photo could have been
Pete Casey.” Both Peggy Yuhas and Mary
McGarigle said that it was a Divco truck,
and could have belonged to Casey.

This looks like another pretty easy one for
our mystery photo enthusiasts. Send your
answer to: satimes@aol.com

January Winners

Last month’s WWW.? was not too
difficult. The following readers correctly
identified the structure as the Sayreville
United Methodist Church on Main St.: Marian Mills, Jeanne Braun, Pat & Bill Scully,
W. Tom Kross, Jim Malkiewicz, Edna Mazur
Pilch, Peggy Yuhas, Ed Puchalski, Charlotte
Sadowski, Debbie Zakrzewski, Joan Fulham,
Pam Kenny, Lynn Loy, Charlie Kampo,
Eileen Buckalew, and Joe Lotkowictz, who
said, “It was previously St. John’s German
Presbyterian Church. There was one incorrect answer that identified the photo as being
the First Presbyterian Church on Broadway
in South Amboy. Congratulations to all on
a job well done!

Did You Know?

In 1900, Sayreville had two constables,
and Harold “Henry” Boyler was named
Sayreville Township Police Chief. Sayreville changed from a township to a borough
in 1920.

Tom & SA Times
Staff,
Great job with this newspaper! It is more
interesting than The Home News!
Lynn Loy
Morgan
PRAYER TO ST. JUDE
(To be said when problems arise or when one
seems to be deprived of all visible help, on far cases
almost despaired of). Most holy Apostle St. Jude,
faithful servant and friend of Jesus, the church honors
and invokes you universally as the patron of hopeless
cases, of things almost despaired of, pray for me, I
am so helpless and alone. Make use I implore you of
that particular privilege given to you, to bring visible
and speedy help where help is almost despaired of.
Come to my assistance in this great need that I may
receive the consolation and help of heaven in all my
necessities, tribulations, and sufferings., and that I
may praise God with you and all the elect forever. I
promise O Blessed St. Jude, to be ever mindful of this
great favor, to always honor you as my special and
powerful patron, and to gratefully encourage devotion
to you. Amen. Thank You St. Jude. -E.P..

PRAYER TO THE BLESSED MOTHER
(Never known to fail) Oh, most beautiful flower
of Mt. Carmel, Fruitful vine, splendor of Heaven,
blessed Mother of the Son of God, Immaculate
Virgin, assist me in my necessity. Oh Star of the Sea,
help me and show me, herein you are my mother.
Oh, Holy Mary, Mother of God, Queen of Heaven
and Earth! I humbly beseech you from the bottom
of my heart to succor me in this necessity. There
are none that can withstand your power. Oh, show
me herein you are my mother. Oh Mary, conceived
without sin, pray for us who have recourse to thee (3
times). Holy Mary, I place this cause in your hands
(3 times). Say this prayer for 3 consecutive days.
You must publish it and it will be granted to you.
Thank you. -H.D.

These students were the winners of the purple contest which is the national color for antibullying. The students really have jumped on board to be good citizens and help their friends
combat bullying. Top row left to right: Madysen Tippett, Kelly Mihalecko, Grace Gonzalez,
William Rossetter, Kyle Gasiewski.
Middle left to right: Vincent Matteo, Cassidy Caprari. Front row squatting, seated, standing
left to right: Robert Dieckman, Brianna Mortensen, Caitlyn Jenkins, Denise Tamo-Quispe,
Carter Williams, Michael Abbatiello. (Photo/Info Submitted)

Bullying Prevention Program
(Story Submitted)

The South Amboy Public School District is taking proactive steps to stop and
prevent bullying by adopting the Olweus
Bullying Prevention Program from grades
Pre-K through 12. The Board of Education,
Superintendent, and Building Administration realize a coordinated effort is needed
by all the adults in the District to supervise
and intervene when any bullying happens.
With this program, students will learn to
report bullying incidents to the closest staff
member as soon as the bullying occurs. All
staff members, full and part-time, have been
trained in on-the-spot interventions that will
help to address the problem immediately.
Every student will also participate in class
meetings to learn about the effects of bul-

lying, what they can do about it, and how
they can work with adults at school to put a
stop to it even as bystanders. Staff School
Safety teams are functioning to in service
staff, while the Student School Safety Committee positively influences their peers. This
is what sets South Amboy Schools apart from
other Districts.
Elementary Principal Dr. Christine Robbins and Middle/High School Principal Dr.
Patrick McCabe agree that in order to change
the climate and culture of bullying, it must
take a long-term commitment, one they are
both willing to invest to make South Amboy
Schools and Community a safer, happier
place for children to grow and learn.

Jan. 1953-Having winter fun playing in the snow on Merritt Ave. in South Amboy are back
row (l-r) ?, Judy Deiker, John Timm. Middle row (l-r) Joel Menzzopane, Linnea Friberg,
Ethel Friberg, Buddy Timm, holding “Skippy” the dog. Bottom row (l-r) Anna “Babe” Friberg,
and Nels Timm (far right). (Photo by Anna Harris Friberg)

March 1958-Good friends from the Mechanicsville section of South Amboy enjoyed the day
off from school by playing in the snow and took a break for this vintage photo. Pictured (l-r)
Beth Newcomb, Tom Burkard, Mel Newcomb. (Photo from the Burkard Archives)

1986-A heavy snow fell on the local area leaving this picturesque scene. (Photo by Anna
Harris Friberg)

American Music
Christmas Show

The OLV Senior Group is sponsoring
a trip to the American Music Theater’s
Christmas Show-Home for the Holidays
on Saturday, November 10, 2012. Come
celebrate the festive Christmas season with
a show that is filled with whimsy, wonder,
and a world of fun. The price of the trip is
$85.00 which includes: show ticket, lunch at
Shady Maple, bus transportation, bus driver
gratuity, and snacks on the return trip. Each
person will also receive a free American
Music Theater’s Christmas CD. There will
be one comp for one lucky winner. The bus
will leave the OLV lower parking lot at 9AM
and return approximately at 8PM. For further
information or to reserve a seat, please call
Geri Kabara at (732) 257-4351.

Trip To Hunterdon
Hills Playhouse

The OLV Senior Group is sponsoring
a bus trip to Hunterdon Hills Playhouse on
Thursday, July 19, 2012 to see The Great
American Song Book 3. The show features music that influenced what became
America’s own unique, wonderful music and
dance. The cost of the trip is $80.00 which
includes the price of the show, a meal with
several choices of entrees, bus transportation, bus driver gratuity, and snacks after the
show on the bus. The bus will leave the OLV
lower parking lot at 9:45AM and return by
5PM. For further information or to make a
reservation, call Teri at (732) 727-7639 or
mail the form below to: TeriYetsko, 6 Lani
St. South Amboy, NJ 08879. Make all checks
out to OLV Senior Group.

MCC Host Scholarship Gala: An Evening
of Magic

“The Magic of Middlesex Scholarship
Gala” will be held Saturday March 3, an
evening that will include a performance by
illusionist David Garrity, delicious food and
drink, and tributes to a local corporation and
two distinguished individuals.
“It’s going to be a wonderful evening
and a fun event honoring advocates of the
College, all to support the success of students
at Middlesex County College,” said Patrick
Madama, vice president for institutional
advancement.
The program will be in the College
Center on the Middlesex County College
campus in Edison and will run from 6 to 9
p.m. Tickets at $295 are available by calling
732-906-2564.
The corporate honoree is Wells Fargo,
the alumna of the year is Joanne Fillweber
and Professor Xenia Balabkins will receive
the Spirit of Middlesex award.
Wells Fargo & Company is a diversified financial services corporation providing
banking, insurance, investments, mortgage,
and consumer and commercial finance.
“We’re very happy to have Wells Fargo
as our corporate honoree,” Madama said.
“They have been a true friend and very supportive of the College for years.”
A 1982 graduate of Middlesex County
College, Joanne Fillweber is in the Corporate
Contributions Department at Johnson &
Johnson where she implements philanthropic
leadership and management programs in the
United States and all over the world.
“Johnson & Johnson has been a wonderful supporter of the College for a very long

time,” Madama said. “Joanne takes a special
interest in assuring that her alma mater helps
students interested in health careers. We are
very proud of Joanne’s success.”
Professor Xenia Balabkins has taught in
the Accounting, Business and Legal Studies
Department since 1985.
“Xenia has been an avid supporter of
the Middlesex County College Foundation,
serving on the Scholarship Golf Committee
and helping to attract support from other
organizations as well,” Madama said.
David Garrity will perform his fastpaced brand of magic that mixes comedy with
illusion. He will also perform strolling magic
during the cocktail and dining party.
In keeping with the theme of the evening,
Middlesex alumnus Alex Perricone ’11 will
also perform. Last spring, Perricone, who
goes by the nickname “Cardman,” created
Card City, a spectacular display of card stacking. He takes thousands of normal playing
cards and stacks them, creating intricate
designs, some that go seven feet high. He
doesn’t fold the cards or use glue or tape, just
balances them on top of each other.
“He’s going to create a new Card City,
and one of the items in the silent auction
will be the privilege of knocking it down,”
Madama said. Perricone will also perform
card magic during the function.
“There’s a serious aspect of the Scholarship Gala because it allows us to honor
a terrific corporation and two wonderful
individuals, plus it helps in providing meritand need-based scholarships,” Madama said.
“But it is also going to be a lot of fun.”

Moving Mountains: How One Woman Is
Changing the World One Step at a Time

Kara Richardson Whitely is a plus-size
adventurer who has hiked Mount Kilimanjaro three times to stay on a healthy path and
raise money for AIDS orphans. Kara has a
wealth of stories from her journeys to the
summit. She will leave you inspired and
empowered to head in the direction of your
dreams. Whitely’s story has been featured in
“Self”, “Redbook” and “American Hiker”
magazines. She is also the author of the
book, “Fat Woman on the Mountain,” which
chronicles her first Kilimanjaro trek. Her

most recent hike up Kilimanjaro was filmed
for an inspiring and empowering documentary called “Big Fat Mountain.” You can
learn about Kara, see exclusive clips from the
documentary and find out how you can play
a supporting role at www.bigfatmountain.
com. Sayreville Public Library, Tuesday,
March 13 from 7:00-8:30PM. If you have
any questions about this program or would
like to register, contact Alaina by phone at
732-727-0212 ex. 25 or email alainad@
lmxac.org.

Local Wildlife
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Julia Neumann celebrated her 80th Birthday on Dec. 24, 2011 with a dinner at the Buttonwood
Manor in Matawan. 20 members of her immediate family attended the big event. Julia
has 4 children, 11 grandchildren, 5 great-grandchildren. Pictured in front (l-r) Barbie, Julia,
Rudy. Back (l-r) Judy, Randy. Very belated Happy 80th Birthday greetings, Julia! (Photo/Info
Submitted)

This Day In South
Amboy History
By Fran Fitzmorris

On February 9, 1915, the doors to the
new Empire Theater, now located on North
Broadway across from the First Presbyterian
Church, were thrown open to the public. The
first theater had opened late 1912, early 1913,
and was located several blocks to the south
of the new theater, and finally closed those
doors the night of February 9th.
The new Empire Theater programs
would consist of Vaudeville acts and silent
film motion pictures between each act. The
occupancy was increased to 900 people. The
admission was 10 cents. It was the town’s
one and only theater throughout its long
history. The “new” theater’s inside was as
modern as you could get. The stage ran the
entire width of the building and was 21 feet
deep. Almost any type of musical shows,
Vaudeville acts, or dramatic play could be
performed. E. L. Dy and H. J. Berrien were
the owners.
The theater Empire Theater served
the town well until April 1950, when a fire
destroyed the entire building, never to be
replaced.

Lady Eagles Win CJ
Group I Title
By Tom Burkard
(Continued from page 1)

took 2nd place in CJ Group 1. In addition to the Group I crown, the Blue & Gold
placed 2nd in the GMC Tournament, and
also 2nd in the state in the prestigious Tournament of Champions (TOC). In the TOC
final, Manchester beat Cardinal McCarrick,
214-190, 207-181, 214-165. However, CM
captured the State Group I championship
before facing Manchester Twp., who was the
Group 2 champs. Congratulations to Coach
Jones and her Blue & Gold powerhouse on
a truly outstanding season!

Camp Middlesex
Means Summer Fun
For Kids

Twenty new camp programs have been
added to Camp Middlesex for the summer of
2012. The camp, located on the Middlesex
County College campus in Edison, is for
kids 6 to 18 years old. It runs from June
25-August 17.
An open house, at which prospective
campers and their parents can meet staff,
learn about all the programs and register,
will be Sunday, March 4 from 1-4 p.m. in
Billy Johnson Hall. A raffle will be held for
a $100 gift certificate toward camp.
Camp Middlesex is actually many
special interest camps. Campers can pick
their activity from a list of dozens, including theater, robotics, chess, magic, karate,
sports, video game creation, art, cooking,
fashion, computers, and many more. Each
session runs for one week, mornings or
afternoons, from 8:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. and 1
to 5 p.m. Most kids pick two camps for a
full-day experience. There is also a pre-camp
option starting at 7:30 a.m. and an after-camp
program that goes until 6 p.m.
The cost varies by program but most
are $175 per half-day camp.
“Parents love the variety of programs,”
said Elaine Berlin, the Camp Middlesex
coordinator. “They tell me ‘Who else offers
theater, painting, sports, science and cooking,
all in one place?’ This is a great option for
working parents who want their children to
be doing something fun and fulfilling. It’s
affordable, and all our instructors are certified classroom teachers who care about each
child. We have a full-time nurse should the
need arise. Plus, the classrooms are air-conditioned and the campus is beautiful. It’s a
wonderful experience.”
New programs include Movie Maker,
TV and Screen Acting, Forensics, Boys
Rock, Comedy Camp, A Sample of 5 Languages in 5 Days, Tie Dye, Making Your First
3D Video, and Angels, Ghosts and Goblins,
among others.
For a brochure that details all the camps,
or for more information, call 732-906-2556
or visit www.middlesexcc.edu/camp.

Celebrity Meeting

They’re Back! The Atlantic Brant are back again at the local Raritan Bay Waterfront Park.
They are pictured having a feeding frenzy during a light snowfall recently. (Photo by Tom
Burkard)

Where’s The Snow?
By Steve Schmid

Area residents have to be wondering
whatever happened to the snow and cold we
normally get in winter. Last year at this time,
we had over 50 inches of snow, but this year
the total is only about 7 inches. The lack of
snow has been a blessing to South Amboy
and Sayreville municipal budgets, who have
not had to call for much snow removal.
School kids hoping for snow days have
been disappointed thus far. Meteorologists
say a combination of factors has bottled up
Arctic air in northern latitudes over Canada
and the U.S. Scientists say cyclical cooling

in the Pacific Ocean, known as La Nina, has
contributed to dry conditions in California
and across the nation. The cold air has gone
to Europe, which has had a much colder and
snowy season. Rome, Italy for example had
an 8-inch snowfall, the heaviest in many
years. Weather experts say La Nina has
also kept the jet stream on a west to east
path across Canada, blocking cold Arctic air
from dipping south into the lower 48 states.
Hopefully, this mild weather will continue
right into the spring, so we can enjoy outdoor
activities earlier this year.

1952-South Amboy’s Jimmy Gray (r) had the pleasure of meeting famous country/western
personality Minnie Pearl at City Park in Bainbridge, Maryland, when he was training at the
U.S. Navy bootcamp. Gray’s friend and fellow naval trainee, is Bill Surokman (l) who was
from Carteret. (Photo/info courtesy of Jimmy Gray). Note: If you ever met a celebrity, and
would like to share a photo, please send it by e-mail or USPS.
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Trip to Mackinac
Island, Michigan

The OLV Seniors are sponsoring a bus
trip to Mackinac Island, Michigan, from
Saturday, May 26 to Friday, June 1, 2012.
The cost of the trip is $980.00. This price
includes: transportation on a deluxe coach
bus, bus driver gratuity, hotel accommodations for 6 nights, including two nights at
the Inn at Mackinac on the island, admission
to Greenfield Village, Ford Rouge Factory,
carriage ride on Mackinac Island, Mackinac Butterfly House, Bronner’s Christmas
Wonderland, 3 full breakfasts, 3 continental
breakfasts, lunch at the Grand Hotel on the
island, and 3 dinners. Come and travel with us
on this exciting tour. For further information,
to request a new flyer or to make a reservation, please contact Teri at (732) 727-7639
or Geri at (732) 257-4351.

Remedies From
The Kitchen

Learn some of the history and folklore
of home remedies! Long before pharmacies
people concocted their own remedies for
everything from coughs and sore throats
to hiccups, and hangovers. Our ancestors
relied mainly on everyday foods that could
be found in the kitchen or garden such as
honey, spices, onions, garlic, and herbs.
Some of the information you will learn
today is practical, some will be humorous
and some will be downright bizarre. Note:
This workshop is not meant to take the
place of your medical practitioner’s advice.
Sayreville Public Library, Sunday, March 25
from 2:00-3:30PM. If you have any questions
about this program or would like to register,
contact Alaina by phone at 732-727-0212 ex.
25 or email alainad@lmxac.org.

Teen Art Club with
Artist Peri :

Explore the world of Frida Kahlo!
Kahlo was a Mexican painter best known
for the self-portraits she painted, as she lay
immobile, after a terrible accident. Although
she was bedridden, Frida’s mother had a
special easel made so she could paint while
lying in bed. Students in grades 6 – 12
are invited to attend. Sayreville Library,
Wednesday, March 14 at 2:45 p.m. Create
your own masterpiece using the techniques
demonstrated. Register online by visiting:
www.sayrevillelibrary.org or for more information call: 732-727-0212 ext. 26. Space
is limited!
Lenape of the Eastern Woodlands:
(A day in the life) Step back in time as
we present the day to day activities of New
Jersey’s own native people. The food, clothing, and shelter of the local hunter/gathering
people will be presented along with many
handmade display items to view. Children
in grades 1 and up are invited to attend.
Sayreville Library, Saturday, March 24 at
11:00 a.m. Register online by visiting: www.
sayrevillelibrary.org or for more information call: 732-727-0212 ext. 26. Space is
limited!

Civil War Group To
Meet

The next meeting of the Robert E. Lee
Civil War Round Table of Central New Jersey
will be held on Monday, February 6, 2012, at
7:00 PM, in the Woodbridge Public Library,
George Frederick Plaza, Woodbridge, New
Jersey. Ralph Siegel, the featured speaker,
will give a presentation on Fort Sumter. All
are welcome! The upcoming speaker schedule is: March 5, 2012, Dick Simpson, “Battle
of Pea Ridge” April 2, 2012, John Hoptak,
“Battle of South Mountain” May 7, 2012,
John Quarstein, “Battle of Williamsburg”
June 4, 2012, Steve Laird, “Lee & Jackson
at Chancellorsville” July 2, 2012, David
Koch, “Lincoln, the Gettysburg Address &
Transformation of the Civil War” August
6, 2012, Gail Stephens, “Lew Wallace at
Shiloh”
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Friend Of Bon Jovi Recalls The Early Days
By Tom Burkard

the house. I was laying in an inner tube in
my pool, as we both listened to Springsteen
blaring from Jon’s house. That’s when he
developed his fondness for Springsteen,
that summer listening to the “Born To Run”
album, and I’m sitting in the pool laughing
at him for painting the house. I was exiled
to the house for my punishment. Two weeks
later, my mother, who worked for Eastern
Airlines came home with boarding passes
to visit some exotic land and I had a good
time that summer. So Jon had to paint his
house, and I went away, ha, ha!”
Jon worked at Kinney’s Shoe Store
in Sayre Woods Shopping Center and also
had a job with A. J. at Sip ‘N’ Snacks in the
Woodbridge Center Mall during his teen
years according to Castagnetta.
A. J. remembered Jon’s first band
“Raze” that played at a “Battle of The
Bands” contest at Sayreville High School,
but didn’t win. “I helped Jon erect a big

He played it cool, kept his composure and
continued to play with Bruce singing. It was
that night you saw it in his eyes. This was
stardom! This was the beginning of someone
who was going to become very popular. It
didn’t faze Jon. That’s the night I saw from
that point that he was going to become who
he is today. It was the height of that whole
music scene from the late 70’s to early 80’s.
All those big bands and big name acts were
all coming through town. They all played
the Jersey scene, at The Fast Lane or The
Stone Pony. They all wanted to play at the
Stone Pony. It was popular back then too,
because Bruce made it to what it is today.
When you had someone like Bruce jump up
on stage with you, that said a lot, especially
back then. (A. J. also met Bruce many
times). That night when I saw the light in
Jon’s face, I knew he was going to become
popular. Also, with the help from his cousin
Tony Bongiovi owner of the Power Station
Here’s a before-stardom shot of Jon,
relaxing and playing guitar. (Photo by A. J.
Castagnetta)

This is a photo of 15-year old Jon Bon
Jovi who in the words of A. J. Castagnetta,
“was trying to emulate “James At 16” a TV
show in the late 1970’s.” (Photo by A. J.
Castagnetta)

We all have friends and acquaintances
from the old days. Some may have moved
away or we just don’t see them for some
reason or another. Others may have passed
on, but how many people can say they’ve
known someone since they were about 6
months old?
Former Sayreville resident A. J. Castagnetta says that “I met Jon Bon Jovi when I
was 6 months old. My father grew up with
his father in Perth Amboy. They were chums
in high school, and ironically, my parents
bought a house next door to Bon Jovi’s in
the early 1970’s in the Sherwood Forest
section of Sayreville.” Jon and A. J. grew
up together, hung around and attended the
same schools, and graduated from Sayreville
War Memorial High School’s Class of 1980.
Through it all they were best friends.
“It was fun and adventurous back then,
it was like those teen movies you see, where
the kid was trying to make it to become a
famous rock musician, and you had all your
friends and cliques hanging around, plus the
nightlife was a crazy scene in itself” said
Castagnetta.
So what did the two buddies do for fun
back in those days? “We hung out at the
Extraback and in our backyards and did lots
of partying,” he said. A. J. recalled playing
hooky with Jon when they were in 9th grade.
“It was the day before the last day of school,
and everything was perfect. We got away
with it, well almost. School got out at 3:20,
and we’re riding on a bus coming back from
Brunswick Square Mall at 3, and a big, black
rain cloud came out of nowhere followed
by a torrential downpour. Sure enough, our
parents were worried about us, and if we’re
going to get home. So, Jon’s mother called
my mother and says, ‘I think our kids played
hooky, because I called the school to tell Jon
to stay there until I pick him up, and he wasn’t
there. Then my mother called the school
shortly after and found out I was not there.
Jon’s punishment was to paint the whole
house that summer. Mine was not to leave

Jon Bon Jovi pictured at age 14, always loved
football. (Photo by A. J. Castagnetta)

1979-Best friends, A. J. Castagnetta (l) and Jon Bon Jovi (r) are pictured in character for
the play “Mame” which they were performing in at Sayreville War Memorial HS. (Photo
courtesy of A. J. Castagnetta)

sign, 6-foot high by 10-foot wide, and we
had old-fashioned Christmas lights in it that
spelled out “RAZE.”
“The band that won was awful, and
Raze lasted all of 15 minutes after that. Jon’s
fascination with Springsteen and Soutside
Johnny & The Asbury Jukes led him to start
a new band called Atlantic City Expressway,
which was a 4-piece and sometimes 5 -piece
horn band. They became quite popular and
still are today.”
When I asked A. J. if he thought back
then that Jon would become as famous
as he is today, he quickly responded, “I
always thought that he would be as big as
he is today, that’s why I kept pictures, and
several personal letters he had written me.
When we were 17, his band Atlantic City
Expressway, which was nothing more than
an Asbury Jukes cover band, and played a
lot like Soutside, as well as Springsteen was
a fun band. At that time, Bruce heard there
was this young kid playing his music on the
Asbury circuit. He came by one night and
saw Jon play, and Jon went into “Thunder
Road.” As he did, Bruce jumped up on the
stage and started singing. I was doing the
lights that night, and I remember looking
in Jon’s face, and he didn’t even flinch.

2008-Jon Bon Jovi (l) and Bruce Springsteen
(r) are pictured while rockin’ the house at
Count Basie during the Hope Concert. (Photo
by Brian Stratton)

in New York. He was the in, Jon needed.
Everybody knew Tony. He was around
since the late 60’s with Motown’s Berry
Gordy toward the end, shortly after pulling
together the Power Station. He produced a
few hits, and has patents on studio designs,
and by 1978, Tony was the mega producer,
who owned the largest studio in the world.
Everybody flocked to go there. So, that was
a helping hand that Jon needed in his back
pocket. You knew back then something big
was going to happen to Jon.”
A. J. said that he inspired Bon Jovi to
go and work for his cousin Tony Bongiovi at
the Power Station. “He got $105 a week, to
sweep the floors, and do just about everything
else including being a runner. He ran tapes
from one studio to another. He met people
who would say, ‘Oh you’re Tony’s nephew.’
Jon lived at the studio in an apartment with
Tony for 6-8 months. In ’83-’84, Tony tried
to mold Jon, but Jon moved away from Tony,
and went on his own.”
Castagnetta said he felt that they were
mutual best friends. “Jon was my best friend,
and he felt he was my best friend. I was the
main man in high school. There really wasn’t
anyone else he hung out with. I drove him all
over the place. I picked up after him while
he was with all the bands. I was his roadie,
chauffeur, personal assistant and confidante.
I did everything for him.”
Bon Jovi & The Wild Ones opened
for Robert Gordon at Fountain Casino in
Aberdeen. It was a memorable night for
Castagnetta. “Jon told me there was going
to be this guitar player from Woodbridge,
and I was to make sure he got backstage
and get him anything he wants, and that’s
what I did. Richie Sambora came in and I
sat him down, and he talked to Jon. The
rest is history.”
What are your fondest memories of
Jon Bon Jovi? “I would never change my
childhood. Growing up in my neighborhood, next door to Bon Jovi in Sherwood
Forest. Everything we did from hanging
out down at the Jersey Shore, The Fast
Lane, The Stone Pony, people remember
The Park Place which burned down in ’79.
I also have fond memories of going up to the
studio and working for him and his cousin
Tony, and meeting a lot of famous people

at the time like, Meatloaf, Graham Parker,
Steven Tyler, Springsteen, Southside Johnny.
I met them all.”
Unfortunately, A. J. and Jon had a falling out over personal issues, and the two
haven’t seen or spoken to each other since
1986. He has never gone to see a Bon Jovi
concert, and says that, “I don’t follow Jon.
If he does something like the Alleve commercial on TV, you can’t miss it. So, good
for him.” However, he does have a signed
record from him. “It’s the” R2 D2 Wish You
A Merry Christmas,” in addition to some
photos, letters and postcards.”
A. J. Castagnetta has a photographic
memory and said, “Eventually, I hope to put
my thoughts together and get the timeline
down right, because I do have that keen sense
of memory of things that have happened in
the chronological period. I would like to find
somebody to help me write a book about our
experiences when we were kids growing up
together. It would probably be great if they
ever do the Bon Jovi Story or a book about
him or a movie, because I was there. I saw
everything that happened. I watched it grow
and blossom. I’m the real deal. There are
a lot of people out there that could say that
my girlfriend’s sister hung out with him, but
I’m the real deal. I’m the only one that was
there. Everyone else was not really there.
When his first hit “Runaway,” came out,
that’s when everyone came out and said,
‘I’m Jon’s friend! I’m Jon’s friend,’ so I
just regressed from the scene.”
A. J. is the owner of Fine Print Graphics, which he established 18 years ago, and
specializes in printing letterhead, envelopes, business cards and anything printed
on paper. He is always looking for new
customers, so call now at: 732-376-9712
or 732-376-9713.
*Note-The above story is just a small
sample of the most interesting days when A.
J. Castagnetta and Jon Bon Jovi were best
friends many years ago.
A special thank you to A. J. Castagnetta
for sharing his early memories and photos
of Jon Bon Jovi!

A.J. Castagnetta
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Fishing Flashes
By Teo “Weebles” Weber

Salt Water
Mackerel finally arrived in Mid January. Right now the fishing is very good for
small and medium size Mackerel. There
are a few big ones mixed in among the Sea
herring. Off shore Party Boat fishing for
Ling is also good and you can expect the
chance of Cod or Blackfish in the mix. The
regulations on Blackfish have tightened up.
The size limit is now 15 inches with a bag
limit cut to four fish. There are more time
periods when you can keep only one and
complete closures. There are still a very
few Striped Bass caught off jetties at night
on lures. Because of the warm weather,
some Stripers have been chasing bait and
coming to the Surface not too far off shore.
Some boats have been catching them on
jigs. In the bay, Striped Bass can be kept
starting March 1st. Due to cold water the
fishing will be slow but will get better later
on. This year’s winter Flounder regulations
have not been set.
Fresh Water
I gave it a try at Round Valley Reservoir past the Boat ramp from shore. All I
did was soak worms and spawn sacks for
5 hours. There were several other people
fishing nearby, but no one did a thing. There
is not enough safe ice in most lakes for any
ice fishing. There are Walleyes to be caught
in the lower sections of the Delaware River
weather permitting.

No Feb. Meeting

The Ladies Auxiliary #4699 of the Veterans of Foreign Wars will not have a meeting
on Feb. 28. The next meeting will be on
March 27 at 575 Jernee Mill Rd., Sayreville.
For more info call 732-264-3041.

• TANK REMOVAL • INSTALLATION
• TANK TESTING • SANDFILL
• ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES
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Snap, Crackle, Pop
And It’s Not Rice Krispies…Your
Breakfast Cereal
Don’t make too much out of sounds
made by movement around a joint. It could
be caused by irregular surfaces rubbing
against each other, pressure changes around
a joint, or 2 ligaments coming in contact.
The creaking and cracking sound
which most of us are familiar with is called
crepitus. The noise usually goes away or
is not noticeable with exercise, but it may
also increase with age. There are however,
conditions in which noise may be one of
several symptoms.
Tendonitis means inflammation of the
tendons running from the muscles to the
joint. In severe cases, the joint that is involved is moved. In 2nd or 3rd degree ankle
sprains, a tearing sensation pop or snap
might be felt when the ankle rolls inward
or outward. That, along with swelling and
tenderness happens because one or more
ligaments or tendons that holds the bones
of the ankle joint in place has been torn or
completely ruptured.
Knees can also be noisy, whether they
are injured or not. Most of the time, the
crunching and cracking sounds that they
make are harmless. Loose fragments in the
joint have been known to make noise, but
the sharp pain they sometimes cause make
the noise secondary problems.
During the course of spinal adjustments,
there are audible clicks and pops not unlike
those heard when the knuckles are cracked.
There are many theories on what causes these
sounds. Each joint is surrounded by a fluid
sac. The rapid movement of the joint fluid,
along with the pressure changes that occur
during manipulation causes the noise.
Don’t be alarmed by moving body
parts that just make noise because our
bodies seem to be noisier as we get older.
More reliable symptoms of an injury (or
condition that needs attention) are: tenderness, swelling, pain, loss of strength, and
reduced range of motion. The chiropractic
physician specializes in the evaluation and
treatment of musculoskeletal disorders. As
always, an ounce of prevention is worth a
pound of a cure!
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Sayreville’s Own Charlie Mills: An Elite Drummer
By Tom Burkard

Through the years, Sayreville and South
Amboy have had plenty of outstanding
drummers such as Dennis Nardone, Phil
Quigley, Frank Dill, and Timmy Fee, just
to name a few.
They are all excellent drummers, but
none, other than Nardone, (who toured the
world with The Tommy Dorsey Band), took
it to the heights of success as Sayreville’s
Charlie Mills did. While growing up on
Haven Terrace, he said, “There were lots of
kids, and lots to do. We had a swimming
pool, so our house was Ground Zero for a
lot of kids in the summer. From there, our
basement became Ground Zero for a lot of
local musicians trying to figure out exactly
how this “band thing” was supposed to work.
I graduated from Sayreville HS in ’79.”
Charlie, like many local youngsters was
into sports for awhile, playing Little League
baseball, and football for Sayreville Junior
High, but he says, “By Junior High, music
had my full attention, and playing drums was
becoming more and more of an addiction,
affliction, or whatever you want to call it, so
I had no time for sports. I bought my first
real drum kit in the fall of ’76, my sophomore
year. It was a little red sparkle number that
had been passed down and around through
the hands of several Sayreville drummers.
It cost me $100, and I took it home and
promptly covered the red sparkle with a
much cooler black contact paper.
Mills recalled that his first band was
with his neighbor, Bobby Goldie, and Mark
Scimeca on drums. “I wasn’t playing drums
then. My dad procured a bass from a coworker, along with a little homemade amp.
Dad wasn’t too keen on the whole drum
thing, so a bass is what I got. Bobby had an
electric guitar, an amp, and a mic, and a mic
stand. Real pro setup for a couple of 12-year
olds! Anyway, we were called “Neptune,” I
think, or maybe “Flaming Telepaths.” In any
case, we played a few little parties and a local
talent show. We knew 3 or 4 songs.”
He also played in other local bands
including “Manzo,” with a couple of other
Sayreville guys, Frank Doughty and Jim
Sorensen. “I was playing drums and singing
by then. We played block dances and parties,
and had lots of rehearsals in my mom’s basement. Zeppelin, The Sweet, Todd Rundgren,
Bowie, Lou Reed. Ramones covers even.
In the early 80’s, I had a great metal/punk
hybrid thing called “White Noise,” which
featured Mickey DeSade, a Sayreville resident on vocals, as well as Mike Pollman on
guitar and Bill Cherensky on bass. Killer
combo! We did the Brighton Bar, the Court
Tavern, etc. “
Charlie has done a lot of recording
through the years, mostly for his own projects
or for singer/songwriter friends. He wasn’t
too sure if any of his great material was ever
released, and says, “I would imagine that
some stuff might be out there floating through
cyber space. I know that Dee Snider released
a live CD and video of our “SMF” project
in the mid 90’s. There were also recordings
with White Noise, Strength, a New Brunswick guy called Link. The Ozone Monday
stuff, while never officially released, has
been collected by Skid Row fans.”
Mills and rock mega star Jon Bon Jovi
went to high school together. “He was a year
behind me, and I was in a pretty notorious
band at the time, “Manzo,” and he was just
forming the idea of getting the Atlantic City
Expressway together, so I was kinda “The
Guy” for a minute at least. I remember he
worshipped Springsteen, and The Jukes,
which in ’77-’78 Sayreville, a town that
revered Skynyrd and Pink Floyd, Zeppelin
and Bowie, was decidedly un-cool. He
wore a cap like Bruce, permed his hair, even

Charlie Mills, one of the area’s all-time greatest drummers, is pictured in action at the “Rock
The House” fundraiser concert at Buddies Tavern in January. (Photo by Tom Burkard)

wore clogs and designer jeans to school.”
Charlie mentioned that at the time Jon was
not a good singer or guitar player, “but he
had a ton of cockiness and attitude.” And,
really, you gotta admire the kid who rounds
up 9 other kids, most of them upperclassmen, and gets a band with horns together.
After the Expressway did a few gigs, they
decided to make a change, and asked me to
play drums, and I agreed. Cut to my time
with Jon in his first original thing, ’82 or
’83, we had several gigs in NY/NJ. Also,
several lineup changes, with no cohesiveness as a band, and Jon was just getting his
legs as a songwriter. We played on “The
Uncle Floyd Show,” and that was a bit of a
blur. We played to the track, played back
in mono through a 6” Radio Shack speaker
that was positioned on a pole about 20 feet
away. Difficult to say the least, and to top
things off, on the way to the gig, I found
out that Tony, Jon’s second cousin, mentor,
and owner of the Power Station, the studio
we recorded at, had decided to re-cut my
drum tracks. That’s a long story, but let’s
just say I was thrown under the bus there.
Jon was bawled out for wasting a whole day
of studio time, due to his musical inabilities
at the time. Couple that with all of our
inexperience in the studio, and you have a
disaster waiting to happen. I left the band
after that show.”
Dave “Snake” Sabo, another famous
Sayreville rocker, who was renowned for his
band “Skid Row,” was in the Borough’s circle
of talented musicians back then. Charlie said
that, “Snake used to hang around Expressway
rehearsals. He was 12 or 13, and every break
we took, he grabbed Jon’s guitar and started
banging out “Kiss” tunes.”
“My time with Skid Row was in 2
parts. First, Snake, myself and a couple
of other Sayreville guys started the band
in the Fall of ’86. We were paying Jimmy
Southworth, AKA Rachel Bolan to come
up to Toms River to play bass and rehearse.
Matt Frankel was the singer. After I got
into some serious trouble in the summer of
’86, and had to leave the band, Rob Affuso
stepped in. Sebastian Bach replaced Matt
Frankel, and the rest, as they say, is history.
Cut to Fall, ’98. I just get home from Europe with Dee Snider, and Snake calls and
asks me to help out with his current band,
“Ozone Monday.” Cheap Trick on steroids,
I like to call it. The group featured Snake,
Rachel, and Scotty Hill, as well as Shawn
Mars on vocals. They spent 2 years, vainly
searching for the elusive record deal, to no
avail, so when the original three decide to
reform, they asked me to participate, and I
agreed. No Sebastian, and we find a singer
in Dallas, and 2 days after we hire him, Gene
Simmons offers us the opening slot on the
Kiss “Farewell” tour of 2000. With a new
singer, no new songs, and no business deal in

place, I give away my local gigs, as well as
my teaching book, and in March 2000, hop
on a bus for 5 months. On a handshake and
a promise. We played arenas from coast to
coast with a handful of club dates thrown in.
Some great times for sure. But, by July of
that year, the promises had been forgotten, the
handshake proving to be an empty gesture,
the lack of a business deal in writing bit me
in the back. I went home after playing the
Fargo Dome in Fargo, North Dakota, and
didn’t see Snake in over 11 years, until the
“Rock The House Benefit” at Buddies Tavern
in January. That’s sad.”
From 1995-98, Charlie played with
the world famous Dee Snider, formerly of
the band Twisted Sister, whose big hit was
“We’re Not Gonna Take It.” “Our project
was called Dee Snider’s SMF, and I gotta
say my time with him was killer. He’s a
great guy to work for. His handshake actually meant something, his word was a good
as gold. Two hours of Twisted Sister tunes
with the guy that wrote them. Several tours
of North America, and a few trips to Europe.
Anchorage to Stockholm. 200 to 30,000
people. The biggest crowd I’ve ever been
in front of was in July ’98, a street festival
in Petia, Sweden, a scant 50 miles south of
the Arctic circle. It was dusk at 3 a.m. when
we go on. The rabid crowd was all there for
Dee, and it was a good moment for Dee, and
for the band. Some of my favorite moments
were with those guys.”
For a man that has accomplished so
much in his outstanding career, Charlie Mills
is still a down-to-earth guy who is always
ready to help someone in need. In January,
he was one of the first rockers to sign up for
the “Rock The House Benefit” at Buddies
Tavern for the benefit of the Best Family,
whose house was destroyed last year by
Tropical Storm Irene. In January 2011, he
got together with other standout musicians,
including David Bryan of Bon Jovi, and
played a fundraiser gig for Jeff Kinder, an
Expressway alumnus, who was diagnosed
with brain cancer in 2010. “We ended up
raising several thousand dollars for Jeff and
his family,” said Mills.
Charlie mentioned some of his greatest
memories, what he enjoys doing now, and
what the future may hold for him. “True,
I’ve seen and done the things every kid who
picks up an instrument at 12 years old dreams
of doing. I’ve met lots of my heroes. Had a
few dinners with Gene Simmons, shot guns at
Ted Nugent’s place in Michigan, met Bruce
at the Fast Lane, did some shopping for our
tour bus at a 24-hour supermarket with Ace
Frehley. I can’t make this stuff up. Been
through the highs and lows of doing what I
love doing, as well as getting caught up in
a darker side of that lifestyle. The price has
been paid, not just by me, but my family as
well. Just ask my ex-wife. But, when it’s all

said and done, I think one of the best feelings
I get, looking back, is from the e-mails and
Facebook hits from former students and their
parents. Knowing that you had a personal,
positive impact on someone’s child, that they
acknowledge you for being a good teacher,
or better, simply being a good human being—those are the things that matter most.
These days I’m pretty content to just make
music with good people. So, I’m pretty picky
about what I choose to do. I’m giving a lot of
attention to playing with Christine Martucci,
a singer/songwriter, awesome talent, and
out and out Force of Nature, she surrounds
herself with great people! We’re gearing up
to hit it hard this summer. As well, I’ve got
a new cover thing coming together called
The FunkHouse. Doing a ton of funk, rock,
and R & B, we’ve assembled a killer lineup,
10 pieces! We’re featuring Al Chez from
Letterman’s band, Tom Bowes from Tower
of Power, Benny Harrison from LaBamba’s
band, as well as a few other Jersey Shore
rock & roll alumni. Watch for it, it’s gonna
be awesome!
But, if you were to ask me what means
the most these days, I’d have to say it’s sitting in my living room, at the small jazz kit
I have set up, next to my girlfriend Diane’s
baby grand. With a pair of brushes in hand,
and our 5 dogs as an audience, we noodle our
way through the Nat King Cole songbook,
some Steely Dan tunes—whatever hits us.
Making music with someone you love.
That’s a new one for me!”
*Thank you Charlie Mills for taking
the time to share some of your standout
career with The SA Times readers! Best of
luck, always!

Talk Of The Towns
(Continued from page 2)

a St. Mary’s HS graduate Class of 1950,
who dedicated her life to the Lord. Maureen
Graverson, 66, of South Amboy died on
Jan. 16. She was a secretary at Sayreville
War Memorial HS. Theresa Barlics, 77,
of South Amboy died on Jan. 24. She was
employed as a secretary in special services
for 17 years by the South Amboy Board of
Education before retiring. Ed Ryan Jr., 85,
of Morgan died on Jan. 26. He owned Ed’s
Sunoco Service Center in Morgan for 42
years. Carmine Maggio, 51, formerly of
South Amboy died on Jan. 30. I remember
him as a well-behaved, good kid when he
played for my English Chevron Little Fellas
League baseball team in ’71. Jean Norek,
87, of South Amboy died on Feb. 4. She
was employed by Pennsylvania Railroad,
worked yearly for voter registration, was
active with the PTA, and volunteered for
the Readers Group at St. Mary’s. Carol
Jewels, 51, of Sayreville died on Feb. 5.
She taught 2nd Grade religious education
at St. Stan’s. John Burkard, 79, formerly
of South Amboy died on Feb. 10. He was
a former U.S. Marine who fought in the
Korean War. John was a renowned hunter
and trout fisherman, who loved the outdoors.
“The Boss” was a great brother who will
be missed very much. Marianne Hoffman,
73, formerly of Sayreville died on Feb. 10.
She taught at OLV until 1987, and later at
Waretown Elementary School.
May God bless them all!
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Obituaries

Ambrozy, John P., 86, of Sayreville
died on Jan. 17.
Barlics, Theresa, 77, of South Amboy
died on Jan. 24.
Burkard, John C. 79, formerly of South
Amboy died on Feb. 10.
Caputo, Elina, 96, of Parlin died on
Feb. 15.
Cholewa, Robert M., 66, formerly of
Sayreville died on Jan. 17.
Connor, Doris, 87, of Parlin died on
Jan. 26.
Delikat, Richard A., 69, of Sayreville
died on Jan. 18.
Demeter, Helen M., 88, formerly of
Sayreville died on Jan. 11.
Dennis, Glen J., 43, of Sayreville died
on Jan. 27.
Deutsch, Franklin D. “Frank,” 68, of
Sayreville died on Feb. 4.
DeVito, Michael J., 56, formerly of
Parlin died on Jan. 6.
Dolan, Thomas G., 80, formerly of
Parlin died on Jan. 25.
Gallagher, Caroline A., 76, of Sayreville
died on Jan. 27.
Graverson, Maureen J., 66, of South
Amboy died on Jan. 16.
Grimley, Sister Marilyn, 79, formerly
of South Amboy died on Jan. 15.
Hoffman, Marianne C. Zamorski, 73,
formerly of Sayreville died on Feb. 10.
Holthausen, Rudy, 88, of Sayreville
died on Feb. 3.
Jackiw, Wasil W., 97, of South Amboy
died on Jan. 13.
Jewels, Carol A., 51, of Sayreville died
on Feb. 5.
Kampe, Lawrence E., 59, of Sayreville
died on Jan. 13.
Kaufhold, Laura, 89, of Sayreville died
on Jan. 15.
Kraszewski, Henry, 81, of Morgan died
on Jan. 14.
Lajewska, Sister Mary Firmina, 95,
formerly of Sayreville died on Feb. 15.
Maggio, Carmine, 51, formerly of South
Amboy died on Jan. 30.
Mandola, Genovefa, Sayreville died
on Feb. 11.
McLaughlin, Judith L. Domke Smith,
65, of Sayreville died on Feb. 7.
Norek, Jean P. Ryan, 87, of South Amboy died on Feb. 4.
Normandie, Evelyn C., 88, of South
Amboy died on Feb. 2.
Ogorek, Kayla, 21, of Parlin died on
Jan. 28.
Oross, Katherine, 89, of Sayreville died
on Jan. 26.
Ostrowski, Daniel, 84, formerly of
South Amboy died on Jan. 29.
Palka, Leona Suchowiecki, 84, of
Sayreville died on Feb. 15.
Ryan, Edward H. Jr., 85, of Morgan
died on Jan. 26.
Scavone, Marie A., 59, of Sayreville
died on Jan. 29.
Sherry, Keith S., 49, of South Amboy
died on Feb. 17.
Silva, Anthony P. Jr., 76, of Sayreville
died on Feb. 7.
Smith, Mary Moran, 83, of Parlin died
on Feb. 5.
Thompson, Lucille, 91, of South Amboy
died on Jan. 19.
Torino, Duilio N. Sr., 88, of South
Amboy died on Feb. 2.

Rita Mason

Rita P. Mason (nee Demler), 92 of
Easton, PA formerly of South Amboy,
NJ passed away peacefully at home on
Wednesday, January 25, 2012.
Born in Woodbridge, Rita graduated from Muhlenberg Hospital School
of Nursing in 1941. She served as a
Lieutenant in the US Navy during WW
II and was stationed at Fort Eustis, Naval
Hospital in VA. Rita worked and resided
in Florida for many years before settling
in South Amboy and retiring from South
Amboy Memorial Hospital after 25 years
of service.
She was a member of the South Amboy Senior Citizen’s Club, and St. Mary’s
Roman Catholic Church. She devoted
her retirement years to helping raise her
grandchildren in Hunterdon County.
Rita is predeceased by five sons,
Robert, Lance, John, Britt, and Bruce.
She is also predeceased by five brothers;
John, August, Edward, Michael, William
and six sisters; Elizabeth Owens, Margaret
Mulrooney, Mary Child, Alice Witkowski,
Helen Poll, and Agnes Daub.
Surviving are a daughter, Margaret
Ryan, with whom she resided, 10 Grandchildren and 14 Great Grandchildren and
many Nieces and Nephews.
Rita will be laid to rest at Arlington National Cemetery. Service will be
private.
Memorial contributions can be made
to St. Luke’s Hospice, St. Luke’s Hospital & Health Network, Development
Office, 801 Ostrum Street, Bethlehem,
PA 18015, 866-468-6251 or http://www.
mystlukesonline.org/ways-to-give/makegift/index.aspx

The Pajama Game Comes To South
Amboy Again!
By Raquel Layton

One of the most historic businesses
ever to set up shop in South Amboy has to
be Charles Komar & Sons. The makers of
women’s intimate wear and pajamas was
a source of employment for many area
residents until the South Amboy factory
closed.
Charles Komar at age fourteen had to
flee his home in Russia and move to America.
Charles, his sister, and their father were sent
with just enough money to travel. It was
up to the three of them to succeed so that
their family could join them in the foreign
country.
Imagine not knowing the customs, or
the language in your new home, and having
to find work. Charles’ sister got a job as a
sewing machine operator, and being a small
child, Charles himself was hired to clean the
factory at night. It took over a year for them
to save enough money for the remaining
family members to come to America.
In 1940 Charles Komar built a 40,000
square foot plant in South Amboy, New
Jersey. His first son, Sidney, ran the factory
here in South Amboy with workers who
were primarily Polish and Irish. By 1980,
Komar had over 1,000 employees in five
factories. Sales were $21 million dollars,
and not many family businesses make it
to the third generation. Yet the Komar Co.,
became the largest independent intimate
apparel firm in the U.S.
So how is it that the Pajama Game is
coming back to South Amboy you may ask.
Phyllis and Brian Stratton are in the process
of Producing and Directing their fifth musical
with the South Amboy Middle/High School

Players. The production written by Jerry
Adler and Richard Ross is The Pajama Game!
This musical, romantic comedy unravels
the secrets within the successful Sleeptite
Pajama Factory in the 50’s,
I am very privileged to be in this
production portraying Catherine “Babe”
Williams, the role that Doris Day made
famous in the film version of this show.
Some of my castmates are Jack O’Connor
as Sid Sorokin, Louis Mastro as Myron
“Old Man” Hasler, Student Choreographer
Sara Wells as Gladys Hotchkiss , Michael
Gualtieri as Vernon Hines, Nick Biesiada as
Prez, Allyson Keegan as Mabel, Maria Del
Rio as Mae, Matt Guilianoi as Pop, Chris
DelPrete as Max, Kyle Kryzanowski as
Charley, Peter Byrne as Joe, Joanna Joks as
Brenda, Courtney Buell as Poopsie, Marcos
Roman as Gus, Sklar Honimar as Virginia,
Mary Whiteley as Sandra and an extremely
talented ensemble and stage crew!
The original Broadway production of
this show opened on May 13, 1954, and
ran for 1,063 performances. It was revived
twice, once in 1973, and again in 2006. The
original production won a Tony for Best
Musical, and the 2006 Broadway revival
with Harry Connick jr. in the role of Sid
Sorokin won a Tony Award for Best Revival
of a Musical.
You can experience this once in a
lifetime opportunity at South Amboy
Middle/High School on March 23rd and
24th. Tickets are $10 in advance or $12 at
the door. For more information contact the
school at 732-316-7668. Hope to see you
there and until then....Sleep Tite!!!!

Students from Sacred Heart School Jump Rope for Heart on Monday, January 31, 2012 to
raise money for the American Heart Association. (Photo Submitted)

SAHS Athletes Of The Month

Catie Mota is a senior starter for the SAHS
girls’ varsisty basketball team. She has been
a part of the team since her sophomore year,
and has started for the last 2 seasons. Catie
is team captain and a team leader, not only in
points, but in attitude as well. Coach English
said, “Catie averaged 14 points per game in
our January victories and 9 overall for the
month. In addition to her scoring, Catie has
adjusted well to a new role as passer from
the post, while also contributing consistently
strong rebounding.”

Steven Herdman, a sophomore has been
a member and starter for the South Amboy
HS varsity boys’ basketball team for 2 years.
He is a leader on and off the floor. Steven
is #14 in the state in assists and in the top
20 in the county in scoring. Coach Reyes
said, “Steve has been a key ingredient to
our team’s success. He is our quarterback
that makes us go on both ends of the floor.
A student of the game that plays with a big
heart, his competiveness is going to make him
an outstanding player for the next 2 years.”

*Congratulations to Steve and Catie on their selections by the school as “Athletes of The
Month!”
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Yearbook-St. Mary’s 1987
By Tom Burkard

St. Mary’s High School Class of 1987
was back in school for less than a month in
October ’86, when the New York Mets came
from behind to win the World Series over
Boston. In 1987, the worst stock market
crash in history occurred. “Ballerina Girl”
by Lionel Richie was the top song of the
year. Jim Bakker was scandalized for his
affair with Jessica Hahn.
At St. Mary’s HS, Sister Margaret was
principal. Sister Nathaniel Kurtz celebrated
her Golden Jubilee. Some of the talented
faculty included: Rose Caubet, David Correll, Gwen Orlowski, Rosemarie Gallucci,
Sister Alicia Callan, Sarah Shipman.
The social scene was jam-packed
with activities such as: the Fall Ball, Star
Search, Lip Synch 1986, Medieval Festival,
the Christmas Ball, which was held at the
East Brunswick Chateau, Senior/Faculty
Christmas Party, Senior Retreat, Senior Trip
to Florida on May 8th, Family Feud, which
was won by the seniors. Tony Sarcone was
Editor-In-Chief of the yearbook, and it was
dedicated to John Gloss. Paul Mazzela was
President of both the Senior Senate and
National Honor Society.
Some of the large graduating class
randomly selected were: Keith Andrejewski,
Monique Bucholtz, Patricia Brown, Dianne
Camporeale, James Cody, Maribeth Cook,

Lorraine Day, Joe Ditski, Erin Early, Veronica Doherty, Rosemary Feeney, Laura
Ferrante, David Frey, Matthew Gomolka,
Geraldine Gilligan, Michael Hahn, Brian
Keyser, Avita Kennedy, Kellie Langan, John
LeFante, Laurie Lettiere, Tara McGuire,
Patricia Maddox, Patrick McGann, Rich
Mancuso, Kenneth Murphy, Dina Mussara,
Dawn Orszewski, Eileen O’Sullivan, Jeffrey
O’Hara, Judith Paugh, Keith Pompliano,
Janet Salmon, Karen Simonetti, Katleen
Slee, Angela Titolo, Timothy Sullivan, Alexander Surak, Theresa Toth, Irene Tobin,
Frank Vattelana, Charlene Walters, Peter
Wagner, William Woodruff, Peter Yuen,
Tara Zdzienicki.
Some of the talented senior athletes
were: Kevin Byrne, Nick Ferraro, Michelle
Durski, Mike Dietrich, Christine Goerke,
John Heyburn, Timothy Keevins, Sandra
Korkowski, Patricia Loftus, Colleen McCarthy, Margaret McGowan, Brian McLaughlin,
June O’Leary, Frank Paczkowski, Sean Pelletier, Patricia Radwanski, Bill Reilly, Phil
Sullivan, Veronica Wykpisz.
On Graduation Day, the top song in the
U.S. was “With Or Without You” by U-2.
Patricia Radwanski was the Valedictorian for
St. Mary’s HS Class of 1987. This group of
teenagers was a most memorable, outstanding group with unlimited potential.

Middlesex County College Wrestlers Finish
3rd in Districts; 8 Move on to Nationals

Eight Middlesex County College wrestlers are moving on to nationals following
their performances in the district competition February 11. The NJCAA Division III
National Tournament will be held February
23-25 in Rochester, Minnesota.
Middlesex came in third with 112 points,
behind Gloucester County College and Nassau Community College. In the Eastern District II Championships, the top four wrestlers
qualify for the nationals. Middlesex had three
first place finishes, one second, one third,
and three fourth place finishes.

Sam Emburgia (Monroe Township)
finished first in the 141 pound class; Kenny
Dougherty finished first in the 174 pound
group; and John McArdle (Franklin) took
first place in the 184 weight class.
Chris Raub (Sayreville) finished second
in the 285 pound class.
Paul Saraiva was third in the 165
group.
Billy Bonnette was fourth in the 157
class; Nick Richiusa (Sayreville) was fourth
in the 197 class; and Tommy Broderick was
fourth in the 149 group.
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