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Cardinal McCarrick/St. Mary’s
Celebrate 125th Anniversary

By Tom Burkard

Cardinal McCarrick/St. Mary’s High 
School held a huge gala 125th Anniversary 
Celebration on Friday, March 25th at Grand 
Marquis in Old Bridge.  The special benefit 
fundraiser for the Cardinal McCarrick High 
School Scholarship Fund honored Guidance 
Counselor/Educator William Ryan, and 
alumni from each class from the last eight 
decades.  The honorees were: Martha Hartle 
’35, Doris Hansen ’40, Gail Gleason Milgram 
EdD ’59, Harold Cassidy ’64, Brian Strat-
ton ’75, Jamie Norek ’83, John Kobiernicki 
IV ’99, and the Lussier Family-Carly ’05, 
Danielle ’06, Victoria ’10.

Cardinal McCarrick High School 
(CMHS) Principal Jean G. Kline did an 
outstanding job as the emcee, and special 
guest speakers included His Eminence Car-
dinal Theodore E. McCarrick, Archbishop 
Emeritus of Washington, DC, and also Most 
Rev. Paul Bootkoski, Bishop of Metuchen.

Sayreville Mayor Kennedy O’Brien 
also addressed the audience, and Sayreville 
Councilman Daniel Buchanan presented a 
proclamation on behalf of Assemblyman 
John S. Wisniewski to Cardinal McCarrick 
High School.

Vice-Principal Marjorie Zalewski 

Bryner, Class of 1969, was excellent with 
her personal touch, as she introduced the 
honorees. 

The CMHS cast of the school musical 
“Back To The ‘80’s” treated the audience to a 
performance, and there was a Silent Auction 
that featured lots of terrific items.

The four course meal was delicious, 
and everyone seemed pleased that Bishop 
Bootkoski gave a special Lenten dispensa-
tion, allowing the people in attendance to 
eat meat on a Friday.

Robert Blache, President of the Dioc-
esan School, presented the final speech of 
the evening, and also announced the Silent 
Auction winners.  Francis “Inky” Norek, 
Class of 1945, closed the evening by singing 
a beautiful acappella version of “The Bells 
of St. Mary’s.”

Congratulations to Alumni Director 
Debra Miller on organizing this great event.  
The Cardinal McCarrick/St. Mary’s High 
School’s 125th Anniversary Celebration 
was an overwhelming success, and everyone 
had a wonderful time reminiscing with old 
friends and former classmates about their 
very special days at Cardinal McCarrick/St. 
Mary’s High School. 

The Peter Pank Diner on Route 9 north in Sayreville was packed for the Dennis & Judi 
Morning Show, which was recently broadcast live from the popular dining establishment.  
Everyone had a great time with the entire New Jersey 101.5 FM radio crew, and their most 
interesting show.  Pictured front (l-r) Judi Franco, Dennis Malloy.  Back (l-r) Owners Alex 
Panko and his sister Patty Panko Colaprico.  (Photo by Tom Burkard)

O’Leary To Be 
Honored By YMCA

 It is with great excitement that the 
YMCA of Metuchen, Edison, Woodbridge 
& South Amboy announces the selection of 
former First Lady of New Jersey, Lucinda 
Florio, as the next YMCA Board President 
(term to begin May 2012) and the awarding 
of two prominent and influential community 
members to receive the Peter J. Barnes, 
Jr. Community Champion Award and the 
Charles S. Edgar Memorial Award.

 Honors will be presented on May 11, 
2011 at the YMCA Annual Dinner Meeting 
at the Pines Manor in Edison, New Jersey.

  The YMCA Peter J. Barnes Jr. Com-
munity Champion Award will be presented 
to former South Amboy Mayor John “Jack” 
O’Leary for his contribution as a public 
official to the mission of the YMCA and to 
the community at large. 

 Mayor O’Leary completed his sixth 
term as Mayor of South Amboy in 2010. 
For the past 20 years Mr. O’Leary has been 
the driving force behind the revitalization of 
the South Amboy waterfront and business 
district. Under his leadership, the City of 
South Amboy has received Transit Village 
and Main Street NJ designations as well as 
Smart Growth Planning Grants. 

 Mayor O’Leary was the principal driver 
in the building of the South Amboy YMCA, 
which opened its doors this past September. 
O’Leary has been an active member of 
various Municipal Boards and has served 
on the Middlesex County Transportation 
Coordinating committee, Middlesex County 
Solid Waste Advisory Committee, and the 
New Jersey Alliance for Action. He is on the 
Board of the Jewish Renaissance Foundation 
as well as the Middlesex County 200 club.

 Mayor O’Leary will be presented 
with this honor by NJ Assemblyman Craig 
Coughlin.

The Peter J. Barnes, Jr.  Community 
Champion Award recipient is a person who 
has a legacy of civic service. 

Is an appointed or elected official in city, 
county, state or federal government. 

Serves as an example for others of 
leadership, integrity, and the four core val-
ues of the YMCA: caring, honesty, respect, 
responsibility. 

Demonstrates a character that is beyond 
reproach and who consistently exemplifies 
the highest standards of public service. 

Whose acceptance will enrich the tradi-
tion of the YMCA Community Champion 
Award.

 The 2011 Annual Dinner Meeting of the 
YMCA of Metuchen, Edison, Woodbridge 
& South Amboy will be in celebration of 90 
years of community service. The dinner will 
be held on Wednesday, May 11th, 2011 at 
6:00PM at the Pines Manor in Edison, NJ.

 For more information or to purchase 
tickets, call Helene Zahn, Development 
Director at 732-516-9200 x1108.

Come One Come 
All!

Join South Amboy for the Memorial 
Day Parade and ceremony on Saturday, May 
21.  The Parade will begin at 1 p.m. at the 
South Amboy Knights of Columbus Council 
#426 on Fourth Street, and will travel down 
Stevens Ave., turning left onto John St., and 
then a left onto Broadway, ending at City 
Hall.  Immediately following the parade, 
South Amboy American Legion Post 62 will 
be performing a Memorial Service in honor 
of our fallen heroes.  Please come and show 
your support and respect for our veterans.  If 
you would like to participate in the parade, 
please contact the Post at 732-316-2299 
and leave your contact information, and the 
Parade Committee will get back to you with 
additional information.  

After the ceremony, please join Ameri-
can Legion Post 62 at 111 David St. for hot 
dogs and hamburgers.

Blood Drive
Every two seconds someone needs 

blood.  Some people need regular transfu-
sions to live.  Save a life today and donate 
blood at Sayreville Public Library on May 
24 from 2:30-7:00PM! 

Pictured at Cardinal McCarrick/St. Mary’s 125th Anniversary Celebration are front (l-r) 
Principal Jean Kline, Cardinal Theodore McCarrick, Doris Hanson, Gail Gleason Milgram 
EdD, Bishop Paul Bootkoski, Victoria Lussier, Carly Lussier.  Back (l-r) Harold Cassidy, 
Jamie Norek, Brian Stratton, John Kobiernicki, Bill Ryan.  (Photo by Samantha Stratton)

Nursing Transfer Agreement
Officials from Middlesex County 

College and Kean University recently 
signed an articulation agreement that 
provides seamless transfer for graduates 
of the Middlesex nursing program who 
transfer into the bachelor’s of nursing 

program at Kean.
Students may take the Kean classes on 

the Middlesex campus.
“Actually, they can take classes at 

Middlesex, or on the Kean campus, or 
anywhere Kean is offering nursing courses, 

including Ocean County College, 
Bergen Community College or Rari-
tan Valley Community College,” said 
Michelle L. Foley, director of the 
nursing program at Middlesex. “This 
makes getting your bachelor of science 
in nursing degree convenient. It can 
also be done full-time or part-time, as 
many of the students will be working 
at the time.”

Professor Foley said Kean had 
an excellent faculty, low tuition and 
scholarships.

“I think this program is some-
thing our nursing grads should con-
sider,” Professor Foley said. “You 
can transfer in 88 credits of the 125 
necessary for a bachelor’s and still 
take classes close to home, right here 
on our campus. It is really becoming 
the standard for nurses to receive their 
associate’s degree and then go on for a 
bachelor’s. This is a very convenient 
way to do that.”

The agreement with Kean is the 
second Middlesex has signed. The first 
was with Felician College.

Drwal To Run For 
Mayor

Democrat Stanley Drwal, a former 
councilman, has filed to run in the Borough 
of Sayreville’s June 7 Primary election for 
Mayor.   Incumbent Mayor Kennedy O’Brien 
has also filed.  Dems seeking two, 3-year seats 
on the council are Democratic Incumbent 
Lisa Eicher and Mary Novak.  Republican 
council candidates are former councilwoman 
Paula Siarkiewicz and Kelly Reilly.

THE
Happy Easter

Happy Passover
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Father Joseph Romanoski, pastor of Sacred Heart Church, recognizes alumni of Sacred 
Heart School at the Alumni Reception held on April 2nd at Sacred Heart School.  For more 
info on Sacred Heart School and future Alumni events, please visit www.sacredheartsa.
com.  (Photo/Info courtesy of Paula K. Duffy)

Pleasant Little 
Trivia

By Tom Burkard
1.Named South Amboy Prosecutor 

in 1967?  a.James Higgins b.John Lucitt 
c.John Everett

2.The top vote-getter for Sayreville 
Borough Council in 2001?  a.Tom Pollando 
b.Joan Gotta c.Tom Marcinczyk

3.This bar was located at 428 Ridgeway 
Ave., South Amboy in 1984?  a.Our Place Bar 
& Grill b.Stella Jurski’s c.Piazza’s Pub

4.Where was Krainski’s Tavern & 
Hall located in Sayreville?  a.Main Street 
b.Thomas Street c.Route 35

5.This diner was located on South 
Broadway in South Amboy in 1970?  
a.Dillon’s Diner b.Jack’s c.Raritan 

Diner
6.In ’76, where was Winters Printers 

located in Parlin?  a.Route 35 b.Route 9 
c.Minnisink Ave.

7.South Amboy’s Acting Postmaster 
in ’69?  a.Thomas Downs b.Fred Stanley 
c.John Howley

8.In ’84 this chicken specialty busi-
ness was located on Ernston Rd. in Sayre-
ville?  a.Chicken Tonite b.Colonel Sanders 
c.Chicken Holiday

9.This restaurant was located at 110 
South Broadway, South Amboy in 1980?  
a.Villa Naples b.Lamont’s c.Polonia

10.The Borough of Sayreville Council 
President in ’82?  a.William Jackson b.Felix 
Wisniewski c.Raniero Travisano

11.Named principal of St. Mary’s HS 
in 1987?  a.Dr. Frank Ianniruberto b.John 
Gloss c.Sister M. Charity

12.Where is the Parlin Guest House 
located?  a.Ernston Rd. b.Bordentown Ave. 
c.Washington Rd.

Answers
1b 2c 3a 4b 5a 6b 7c 8c 9a 10a 11b 

12c.

Talk Of The Towns
By Tom Burkard

Mickey Was A Big League Scout
In our January tribute to the late and 

beloved Sayreville Recreation Director 
Michael “Mickey” Sedlak, we mistakenly 
said that he was not a Major League Baseball 
Scout.  I had many meetings with, and a 
few long interviews with him on his highly 
illustrious life, and he had never mentioned 
being a scout.  In addition, I checked with a 
couple of former pro baseball players who 
knew him well, and they told me he did not 
scout.  Well, thanks to Mickey’s family mem-
bers, we have now found out that he was a 
MLB scout under contract with the Cleveland 
Indians.  My humblest apologies go out to 
Mickey’s family for this inadvertent error.  
Believe me, I had nothing but the utmost 
respect for Mickey Sedlak, and did not try 
to damage his reputation in any way.
Kelly Was In Class Of 1981

We were just informed that Tim Kelly 
was a member of Hoffman High’s fabulous 
Class of ’81.  Somehow, his name was 
unintentionally omitted from last month’s 
feature, “Yearbook,” Hoffman 1981  (Names 
are picked randomly).  Tim’s a great guy, and 
talented drummer.  Sorry about that, Tim!
Phillips Entertained The Irish

Former South Amboy resident John 
Phillips performed at a club down the Jersey 
Shore on St. Patrick’s Day, and brought lots 
of happiness with his superb renditions of 
Irish music on the keyboards.  The party-go-
ers, all decked out in their green and Irish 
outfits sang along to John’s music on such 
well-known Irish tunes as “Black Velvet 
Band,” “The Wild Wander,”  “The Colonial 
Boy,” “The Leaving of Liverpool” just to 
name a few.
In Memoriam

“Cassie” Zulin, 69, of South Amboy 
died on March 10.  She was a South Amboy 
Crossing Guard for over 20 years, and one of 
the nicest ladies you could ever meet.  Cecelia 
Barrett, 97, of Sayreville died on March 14.  

continued on page 31

Neighbors Helping Neighbors 
Committed to providing emergency 

medical/rescue assistance to residents in 
Sayreville and the surrounding communities, 
the Sayreville Emergency Squad, Inc. would 
like to recognize the following individuals 
for their quick thinking and use of CPR to 
assist in their neighbors time of need. 

On Thursday May 28, 2009 Lois Zuber 
came to the aid of a neighbor’s cries for help 
for an infant, unresponsive in a backyard 
pond. Zuber quickly ran and initiated CPR 
until the arrival, of EMTs from Sayreville 
Emergency Squad and Morgan First Aid 
Squad. The volunteer EMTs worked cohe-
sively with paramedics from Raritan Bay 
Medical Center, continuing cardiopulmo-
nary resuscitation efforts until arrival at St. 
Peter’s University Hospital. This child was 
treated at the hospital and thrives today, 
thanks to the unselfish act of a neighbor on 
scene and the emergency medical responders 

who continued the care to the hospital. 
Sonia Lagares-Lopez, a Registered 

Pediatric Nurse, came to the aid of a neigh-
bor on Sunday February 27, 2011, who had 
collapsed to the floor and stopped breathing. 
Lagares-Lopez had quickly initiated the ef-
forts of CPR. Shortly thereafter, volunteer 
EMT’s from Sayreville Emergency Squad 
arrived continuing CPR and utilizing the 
AED. Unified together, the RN and volunteer 
EMTs had revived the neighbor to sustain life 
prior to paramedics arrival. Upon arrival at 
Raritan Bay Medical Center, Perth Amboy 
Division, the patient was able to maintain 
their own airway, their blood pressure had 
risen and they were able to speak. By tak-
ing the initiative to begin CPR immediately, 
Sonia Lagares-Lopez helped to save her 
neighbor’s life. 

Bystanders Kevin Kosobucki and John 
Kuhlthau should also be commended for 

continued on page 26
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 ★  Business of the Month  ★

The 2010-2011 South Amboy Youth Group Karate Class just completed another great 
season. This is a  6 month program through the So. Amboy Recreation Dept. Classes are 
held at the South Amboy Senior Center on Monday evenings. This is the 23rd year for 
Master O’Connor teaching self defense to the youth of South Amboy. It’s a great program 
and the children really enjoy each class as you can see by their smiles.Pictured below are 
Master Brian O’Connor with his class and assistants Kevin O’Connor, Shayna and Kyle 
O’Connor and John Bauer.(top row) John Bauer, Master Brian O’Connor, Kevin O’Connor, 
Shayna Lee O’Connor (next row) Kyle O’Connor, Carlos Martinez, William Rosseter, Konrad 
Hadlow (2nd from bottom) Nazaf Showkat, Sajjad Naqvi, Syed Naqvi, Grace Gonzalez, 
Andy Ouispe, Mikayla Maisonette, Jacob Chavarria, Michael Sauls, Joseph Deibert (bottom 
row) Taylor Russo, Nagelys Gomez, Luis Martinez, Salina Maisonette, Emma Schaefer, 
Erin Trzeciak, Ryan Showkat (not pictured) Pawel Zalewski, Shane Switzer. (Photo/Info 
Submitted)

Pictured is the excellent and fun loving staff of Carol’s Beauty Salon (l-r) Roseann, 
Eileen, Carol, Marilyn and Cynthia. (Photo by Brian Stratton)

Carol McGloan opened Carol’s Beauty Salon in 1978.  The first location of 
Carol’s was on South Stevens Avenue, South Amboy and it was a salon previously 
known as Julie’s Beauty Parlor.  Julie’s was owned by Julie Downs who Carol 
credits with inspiring her to open her own salon.  Carol was a bit reluctant to take 
such a big step but with Julie’s encouragement she took the plunge and has never 
looked back.  Carol and her staff made many new friends with their large client 
base and stayed at the South Stevens Ave. location until 1981when the Salon was 
relocated to the Morgan section of Sayreville.  Once again former clients and a 
large number of new clients frequented the Morgan location.  Having a soft spot 
for South Amboy, Carol vowed that one day she would move her business back 
into the Pleasant Little City.  That opportunity arose in 1995 when Carol’s Beauty 
Salon was relocated to their current location at 130 South Broadway.  

Once inside Carol’s Beauty Salon you are treated to a very down to earth and 
friendly atmosphere.  Contributing to this is Carol’s highly skilled staff.  Cynthia 
Poland has been with Carol for 25 years and if you are ever looking for some 
comic relief then you have to see Cynthia and Carol in action, a sort of Abbott and 
Costello act. In addition to their great love of fun and practical jokes both Carol 
and Cynthia have a sensitive side and care a great deal about people.  They both 
worked at nursing homes and a brain trauma hospital doing hair and just making 
the patient’s feel better and good about themselves.

 In 1995 Eileen Michalik the former owner of Broadway Coiffures joined the 
staff at Carol’s, Eileen brings another element of fun to the salon and Carol points 
out that it was fate that brought the two of them together.  Also on staff are Marilyn 
Barilka former owner of the Magic Cottage Salon in Cliffwood and Rosean Siravo 
who both bring their own artistic skills to the salon.

Carol’s Beauty Salon does it all Permanent Waves, Haircuts, Roller Sets, Body 
Wave, Teasing, Highlights, Hair Coloring, and Blow Drys to name a few.  Only 
the best hair care products are used, i.e., Scruples, Clariol and more.  So whether 
you want a Roller Set or today’s latest styles, Carol’s Beauty Salon is the place to 
go.  Stop in at 130 South Broadway in South Amboy or call 732-727-1121 for an 
appointment.

Carol’s Beauty Salon
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Thanks to volunteers who braved frigid temperatures, the South Amboy Community Garden’s 
raised beds were cleared, expanded and prepped for spring planting -- ready to grow fresh 
produce for families in need. (Photo Submitted)

Yearbook-Sayreville 1991
By Tom Burkard

Sayreville War Memorial High School’s 
’91 yearbook was titled, “A Touch of Class-50 
years.” …Dennis Fyffe was principal.  Some 
of the talented faculty included Constance 
Jardula, Stewart Cress, Lori Adamowsky, 
Nancy Pfeil, Patricia Feltz, Rocco Lionette.  
The Fall drama in 1990, “Plaza Suite” was 
a big hit.  Amy Krzyzkowski  was the ’90 
Homecoming Queen.   SWMHS offered 
many clubs, honor societies, and extracur-
ricular activities for student.  Keith Gallas 
was Editor-In-Chief of the yearbook.  Nitin 
Moholkar was president of the Math Club.  
ACT was the Academic Competitors Team.   
Improv Troupe was a group of creative actors.  
The Catering Club was also popular.  The 
Spring Musical was “Finnian’s Rainbow.”  

Randomly selected seniors from 
the huge Class of ’91 included:  Amber 
Adamec, Jennifer Apostle, Tara Armhold, 
David Barth, Nicole Batissa, Meredith 
Brauchle, Pamela Burdak, Kelly Campbell, 
Krista Corman, Paul DaSilva, Scott DeLu-
cia, Leslie Dowling, Lynn Dudek, Melanie 
Dusko, Ricky Fallon, Danielle Fee, Tim 
Fischer, Sharon Flesch, Danielle French, 
Angela Gamboa, Todd Garbowski, Lauren 
Garbowski, Jeff Gawron, Tom Holmes, 
Colleen Jung, Wade Kaboski, Walt Keegan, 
Ken Kelly, Patricia Kiernan, Greg Knable, 
Kevin Kosmoski, Stanley Laikowski, Brian 
Laniewski, Lisa Lozak, Mike Magielnicki, 

Jack Mason,  Barbara Mayer, Kathy McCabe,  
Moira McCormack, Sandy McKeon, Gary 
Meyer, Heather Nicol, Joann Nowicki, Dawn 
O’Hare, Matt O’Such, Nicole Pasewark, 
Amy Patella, Tom Pavlik, Tracy Randall, 
David Selover, Nancy Sinatra, John Skwira, 
Matt Starace, Allison Steigel, Amy Tedesco, 
Tina Van Fossen, Michelle Vasquez, Brad 
Walsh, William Wen, Jessica Yen, Charles 
Zammit, Lisa Zemsky, Carolyn Zera.

Sayreville was loaded with talented 
senior athletes in the Class of ’91.  Ran-
domly selected were: Dave Americo, Dan 
Bartkowicz, Melanie Benintende, Loreen 
Bloodgood, Jason Branagan, Lori Brower, 
Brendan Burke, Dave Campion, Jim Caval-
laro, Jennifer Chodkiewicz, Frank Cibrian, 
Denise Colella, Scott Conselyea, Shawn Cur-
rie, Carrie Ann Czernikowski, Alanna Doran, 
George Dugan, Mike Ford, Paul Gangadyal, 
Keith Givand, Shannon Gorka, Ann Marie 
Grover, Eric Haltli, Michael Hanvey, Mark 
Heil, Tami Heinz, Jason Kelly, John Kwit-
kowski, Evan Lefsy, Danielle Leitner, Mike 
Maclennan, Amy Muraszko, Bryan Oshiro, 
Tushar Patel, Elizabeth Rincon, Nancy Ro-
chford, Melissa Ross, Nicole Ryan, Amy 
Sabine, Frank Sautner, Edwin Tejeda, Fred 
Wistuba.

The Sayreville War Memorial High 
School Class of 1991 was multi-talented in 
so many areas, ranging from various sports to 
acting, musical and much, much more…

PRAYER TO ST. JUDE
(To be said when problems arise or when one seems 

to be deprived of all visible help, on far cases almost 
despaired of). Most holy Apostle St. Jude, faithful servant 
and friend of Jesus, the church honors and invokes you 
universally as the patron of hopeless cases, of things 
almost despaired of, pray for me, I am so helpless and 
alone. Make use I implore you of that particular privilege 
given to you, to bring visible and speedy help where help 
is almost despaired of. Come to my assistance in this 
great need that I may receive the consolation and help of 
heaven in all my necessities, tribulations, and sufferings., 
and that I may praise God with you and all the elect 
forever.  I promise O Blessed St. Jude, to be ever mindful 
of this great favor, to always honor you as my special and 
powerful patron, and to gratefully encourage devotion to 
you. Amen.  Thank You St. Jude. -E.P..

The Miraculous Prayer
Dear Heart of Jesus, in the past I have asked for many 

favors.  This time I ask you this my special one (mention 
favor).  Take it, Dear Jesus, and place it within your own 
broken heart, where your Father sees it.  Then, in His merci-
ful eyes, it will become your favor, not mine.  Amen.  (Say 
this prayer for 3 days, promise publication and your favor 
will be granted.  Never known to fail.)  -EP

St. Jude Novena
May the Sacred Heart of Jesus be adored, glorified, loved an 
presereved throughout the world, now and forever.  Sacred 
Heart of Jesus, pray for us.  St. Jude, worker of miracles, 
pray for us.  St. Jude, helper of the hopeless, pray for us.  
Say this prayers 9 times a day.  Say it for 9 days.  By the 
eighth day, your prayer will be answered.  It has never been 
known to fail.  Publication must be promised.
Thank you, St. Jude.    J.D.
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The D.B. Kelly Pipes & Drum marched in the St. Patrick’s Day Parade at Savannah, Georgia, 
and were well-received and applauded by the locals.  (Photo courtesy of Cliff Connors)

Innovative Idea To Help Catholic School
Tom O’Leary, a St. Mary’s High School 

alumnus Class of 1981, has come up with a 
brilliant idea to help Archbishop Ryan High 
School in Philadelphia, where he has been 
teaching Religion for 11 years.  He has been 
a dedicated runner for many years, and has 
participated in six marathons.  Two of his 
children attend Archbishop Ryan, and are 
also outstanding athletes, and have won 
Philadelphia City Championships in track 
and swimming.

O’Leary said that, “I was thinking what I 
could do with my running that might benefit 
people beyond my own exercise.  Tuition is 
getting harder and harder to afford.  We find 
that we need to provide more and more as-
sistance to families to enable their children 
who started with us as freshmen to be able 
to finish and graduate.  I would never want 
a kid to have to transfer out midway through 
high school because of financial setbacks in 
the family.

So, I settled on this idea of organizing 
the 40 Mile Ultramarathon in honor of the 40 

years as Bishop, served by our high school 
namesake, Archbishop Patrick Ryan.  The 
route is a circuit through many Philadelphia 
neighborhoods and a couple suburbs, passing 
by 25 grade schools which send us most of 
our students

The dedicated educator ran the 40-mile 
course by himself, an unbelievable challenge 
for a cause that means so much to him.  “I 
had never gone 40, so this was not a 1st An-
nual, just a one shot deal to try to do what I 
could,” he said.

Tom O’Leary did a wonderful thing 
trying to help the less fortunate in his commu-
nity, and every cent that was donated for the 
Ultramarathon went  to the Archbishop Ryan 
Tuition Assistance Fund.  Congratulations, 
Tom on a great effort for those in need!
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Mel Meszaros (l) announced he is retiring from the nightclub business after an amazing run 
of 46 years.  Nick DeBiase (r), who formerly owned Connie’s Bar on Route 35 in Morgan 
for many years, congratulates Mel at a farewell party held at Centro in South Amboy.  
Congratulations Mel, on your outstanding career, and best of luck always!  (Photo by Tom 
Burkard)  

Egg Hunt-April 16
The Sayreville Recreation Dept. is spon-

soring its Annual Egg Hunt on Sat., April 16 
for ages 3-10 years old.  The event will be held 
at the Boro Hall Football fields beginning at 
10 a.m., and is open to Sayreville residents.  
For more info call 732-390-7092/7096.

Pancake Breakfast 
April 10

The Morgan Lions Club is sponsoring 
its Annual Pancake Breakfast on Sunday, 
April 10 from 8 a.m. to 12 noon at Eisen-
hower School, Ernston Rd., Sayreville.  
Cost is $6 for adults, $3 for children (under 
12).  For more info call Ed Anderson 732-
768-2527.

Class Of ‘79 
The Class of 1979 of St. Mary’s High 

School will be hosting our 50th birthday 
party at Todd’sDugout Bar on Fri. June 3rd 
at 7pm. The event will be open to anybody 
who wants to stop in and see what we look 
like now, 32 years after the fact.  There’s 
no cover charge and the festivities will run 
till closing.

Poster Contest 
Winners

The Sayreville Environmental Commis-
sioners presented awards to the winners of 
its annual Earth Day Poster Contest at their 
April meeting. The contest was open to all 
sixth grade students in the local schools. 
The theme of this year’s contest was: “Just 
One Thing.” Students needed to concentrate 
on changing one thing in their daily life to 
promote being environmentally-friendly. 
The three winners were: First place was 
awarded to Anna Pavone, a student at 
Our Lady of Victories School. Her poster 
addressed the advantages of composting. 
Second place was awarded to Bhoomika 
Jain, a student at Sayreville Middle School. 
Her poster addressed the need to recycle. 
Third place was awarded to Mary Mozdzen, 
a student at Sayreville Middle School. Her 
poster addressed the need to grow your own 
food by starting a garden. All three students 
were awarded a gift certificate and a framed 
certificate for achievement.  

Mayor Kennedy O’Brien and the 
Borough Council also acknowledged the 
achievements of the three winners at a Bor-
ough Council meeting on Monday, April 11, 
2011. Each student was given a certificate 
from the Mayor and Council. 

Congratulations to all three students for 
their hard work and being environmentally-
friendly.

Roast Pork Dinner
Trinity United Methodist Church, 815 

Bordentown Ave., Sayreville/South Amboy 
is having its annual Roast Pork Dinner on 
Saturday, April 30, from 4:30-7 p.m.

Dinner includes mashed potatoes, 
gravy, vegetables, salad, bread, beverage 
and homemade desserts.  Tickets are $12 for 
adults, $6 for children 5 through 12 years 
old, and under 5 FREE.  Take out dinner s 
are available.  Come join us for another great 
home-cooked dinner!

A PRAYER FOR HEALINg
Lord, you invited all who are burdened to come 

to You.  Allow your healing hand to heal me.  Touch 
my soul with Your compassion for others.  Touch 
my heart with Your courage and infinite love for all.  
Touch my mind with Your wisdom, that my mouth may 
always proclaim Your praise.  Teach me to reach out 
to You in my need.  Help me to lead others to You by 
my example.  Most loving Heart of Jesus, bring me 
health in body and spirit so that I may serve You with 
all my strength.  Touch gently this life which you have 
created.  Amen -T.B.
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Fr. Joseph Romanoski, pastor of Sacred Heart Church and Fr. Marion Drozd, parochial 
vicar are pictured with children from Sacred Heart School and Parish in a demonstation of 
their Polish pride at the Polish Flag Raising held on March 19,2011 at South Amboy Town 
Hall. (Photo/Info Courtesy of Paula K. Duffy)

1st Annual Sacred 
Heart Parish golf 
Outing

Saturday, April 30, 2011 at Bunker Hill 
Golf Course, Princeton, NJ. $100 entry fee 
per Golfer. Sponsorship opportunity avail-
able. Banquet to follow Tournament. $25 
donation per person for banquet only. Please 
call Christine McNulty at 732-672-6757 or 
email camcnulty@optonline.net for more 
information. Proceeds to benefit the Sacred 
Heart STARS program. 

Author Will Speak 
At Library

Come join the Friends of the Sayreville 
Public Library as we host a Meet the Author 
presentation.  Renee Gatz, will speak about 
her first book entitled: “Wise Words & Witty 
Expressions”, at the Sayreville Public Li-
brary’ Conference Room on Saturday, May 
21, 2011 at 10:30AM.

Being raised “old school” in a traditional 
Irish-Catholic household with a no-nonsense 
mother and a traditional, old-fashioned fa-
ther, Renee Gatz had a lifetime of hearing 
their various expressions – profound, funny, 
and often sarcastic. These expressions stayed 
with her and came back to her at the appro-
priate moments in her life to help her laugh, 
understand, or survive. Rene has compiled 
those expressions in her first book and hopes 
that her audience finds the same wisdom, 
insight, humor, and sheer enjoyment in these 
words that she has grown to appreciate.

For further information contact Teri at 
(732) 727-7639.

Pancake Breakfast 
April 17

The Sayreville Lions Club will hold its 
annual Pancake Breakfast on Palm Sunday, 
April 17 at the Sayreville War Memorial HS, 
800 Washington Rd. from  8 a.m. to noon.  
Tickets are $6 for adults, and $3 for children.  
Tickets are available from members or at the 
door of the High School Cafeteria on the day 
of the Pancake Breakfast.

Digital Photo Series
Walter Choroszewski will present a 

two-part series on Digital Photography 
at Sayreville Public Library. During Part 
1: Getting to Know Your Digital Camera, 
Walter brings his photo expertise, humor 
and a “straight-talk” perspective for an 
introductory class covering the basics of 
photography and how to apply them in the 
Digital Age. He will help demystify Menus 
and Megapixels and will discuss realistic 
Expectations and Limitations of digital 
photography. With questions and answers, 
the program will run up to 2 hours. Tuesday, 
May 10 from 6:30-8:30PM.

During Part 2: I Took the Shot. Now 
What? Walter will help you take the “next 
steps” in developing a Digital Work Flow and 
Management plan on your computer. Walter 
will demonstrate basic photo editing tech-
niques using popular commercial software 
and will offer tips and tricks for emailing 
and printing photos. With questions and 
answers, the program will run up to 2 hours. 
Wednesday, June 8 from 6:30-8:30PM.

Register online at www.sayrevil-
lelibrary.org or contact Alaina by phone 
at 732-727-0212 x25 or email alainad@
lmxac.org if you have any questions about 
these programs.

Vinyl Record 
Donations

The Friends of the Sayreville Public 
Library will be collecting vinyl records that 
are either 45rpm or 33 1/3 in good condition. 
All donations can be placed near the Friends 
mailbox for book donations. If anyone has 
a large collection of records or needs any 
further information, please contact Teri 
Yetsko at 732-727-7639.
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This 1948 Cadillac Hearse, when new was owned by the Robert Mason Funeral Home 
in South Amboy (Now known as Whiteley’s Funeral Home).  When the Hearse was later 
retired from funeral service in the mid 1960’s, Pete Kirsch used it as a service car for his 
local auto repair shop.  (Photo/info courtesy of Stanley Stempinski)
*Send us a picture of your first car or classic car.

Classic Car

Happy Easter
732.721.2121 

www.raritanflag.com
109 No. Feltus St., South Amboy, 

NJ 08879
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This is a very early, undated photo of 
the original South Amboy Hospital.  
It was later used as a nurses home.  
(Photo courtesy of Anna Harris-
Friberg)

Long, Long 
Ago…

Tickets For Yankee 
game

The Sayreville Recreation Dept. only 
has 13 tickets left for the Chicago White 
Sox-Yankees game on April 27 at Yankee 
Stadium.  Bus leaves Mickey Sedlak Rec-
reation Center at 5 p.m. sharp and leaves 
Yankee Stadium at the conclusion of the 
game.  Refreshments will be served on the 
bus.  Stop at the Recreation Office to sign 
up, and join us in cheering the Yankees on 
to victory.  Cost is $50 each.  For info call 
390-7092/7096.

*The bus trips to the June 15, Yankees-
Rangers game, and Aug. 24, Yankees-A’s 
game have been SOLD OUT!

Talent Show 
Tryouts

Have you been blessed with a talent?  
Can you sing?  Can you dance?  Hula Hoop?  
Then come tryout for

the  1st Annual Sacred Heart School 
Talent Show which will be held on Satur-
day, June 18th at 6 p.m.  Tryouts will be 
held on Wednesday, May 11th at 5:30 p.m. 
at Sacred Heart Church Memorial Hall, 
531 Washington Ave., South Amboy.  Pre-
Registration starts at 4:30 p.m.  Entry fee 
is $10 for children ages 4-13, and $20 for 
anyone 14 or older.   You can Pre-Register 
by e-mail: talentshow2011@aol.com for 
complete rules and entry form.  $250 cash 
prize will be awarded to Top winner in both 
Children and Adult categories. 

Locals On TV
South Amboy’s Sabrina Leff, a 6th 

grade student at Sacred Heart School, and 
Brittany Robinson of Parlin, a freshman at 
Sayreville War Memorial HS appeared on the 
Lifetime Cable Channel on April 5th in the 
show called “Jersey Cheer,” which featured 
the Central Jersey All-Star Cheerleaders.  
Patty Ann Romero is the owner/coach of 
the All-Stars which was established in 1986.  
Congratulations Sabrina and Brittany on your 
fine performance! 

Friday Afternoon 
Matinees

Sayreville Public Library presents...Fri-
day Afternoon Matinees on the second Friday 
of each month! Join us for our monthly movie 
matinee and watch award-winning films on 
our new 84” x 84” screen in our Meeting 
Room!  The May feature will be on Friday, 
May 13th from 2:00-4:00PM. Treats will be 
served! Adults only, please. For information 
about the movie of the month, visit www.
sayrevillelibrary.org or call Alaina at 732-
727-0212 x25 or email: alainad@lmxac.org. 

Reilly Receives 
Excellence Award

Thomas Reilly of South Amboy 
received the Rutgers 2011 Academic Ex-
cellence Award, which is given to the top 
10% of sophomores at Rutgers University 
based upon grade point average.  Thomas 
was honored at a recognition ceremony on 
Sunday, April 10 at the College Avenue Gym.  
Congratulations, Thomas!

OLV Senior Trip to 
Mackinac Island

The OLV Senior Group is sponsoring 
a trip to Mackinac Island from August 21 
– 27, 2011. The price of the trip is $609.00. 
Included in this price is motorcoach trans-
portation, 6 nights lodging including 4 
consecutive nights in Northern Michigan, 
10 meals: 6 breakfasts and 4 dinners. Other 
attractions included are: a guided tour of 
Mackinaw Island, boat ride through Soo 
Lock, admission to colonial Michilimacki-
nac, visit to mackinac Island along with a 
guided carriage tour. For more information 
or to sign up for the trip, please contact Jack 
at (732) 254-7263. 

VFW Post 4699 
Meeting

The Ladies Auxiliary and Com-
mander of Veterans of Foreign Wars 
Post #4699 on Jernee Mille Rd., 
Sayreville will hold its monthly meet-
ing on April 26 at 7 p.m. The Voice 
of Democracy and Patriotic Pens 
winners will be presented awards by 
the president and commander.  The 
winners are from Sayreville schools.  
All eligible members are invited to 
attend.  Refreshments will be served.  
For more info call 732-264-3041.
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Pictured above seated with our Veterans, from Menlo Park Veterans Home, are South 
Amboy High School Teacher Tony Gonsalves, and behind him are eight of his students 
who volunteered to serve at the South Amboy Elks #784 Annual Spaghetti and Meatball 
Dinner honoring the veterans. (Photo Submitted)

RARITAN RIVER RAILROAD COMES TO 
SOUTH AMBOY!

The City of South Amboy and the 
Dowdell Library have joined forces with the 
Milltown Historical Society and the Raritan 
River Chapter of the National Railway His-
torical Society to preserve the last remaining 
station on the Raritan River Railroad. The 
station is located on Washington Avenue in 
Milltown, New Jersey.

There will be an event on Saturday and 
Sunday, April 30th and May 1st to provide a 
forum for sharing   the story of the Raritan 
River Railroad’s origin in South Amboy; 
showcasing the preservation efforts  of the 
last remaining station on the line, and provid-
ing six toy train displays in various scales 
and from many time periods. The two day 
event at the Senior Citizen Center at 108 
South Stevens Avenue in South Amboy will 
include ongoing slide presentations and films 
depicting the history of the Raritan  River 
Railroad and life on the railroad. 

These local history organizations are 
seeking donations towards the cost of moving 
the Milltown           station and building a 
foundation at the new site.  It is hoped that 
moving and building contractors will step 
forward and volunteer time, equipment, 
and materials.  Questions regarding the 
fundraising or donations of time, construc-
tion skills, equipment, or materials may be 
directed to the following members of the 

Milltown Historical Society: Kathy Heil-
man, President 732-227-1480  soygal05@
yahoo.com or Bruce Schwendeman, Curator 
732-828-0249.   Questions regarding mem-
bership in the Raritan River Chapter of the 
National Railway Historical Society should 
be sent to rrrrhs@gmail.com.  Visit www.
RaritanRiver-RR.com for more information 
on the Raritan River Railroad or contact Tom 
at  TomEReynolds@gmail.com. 

The City of South Amboy and the 
Dowdell Library will also be establishing a 
South Amboy Historical Society.  The first 
meeting will take place on Monday, June 6 
at 6:30 pm at the Library.  Persons interested 
in participating could contact Mayor Fred 
Henry or Elaine R. Gaber, Library Director at 
732-721.6060 or comments@dowdell.org.

Make your mark on history by help 
preserving the last remaining Raritan River 
Railroad station or joining South Amboy’s 
newly formed historical society.  The RRR 
event will take place on Saturday, April 
30 from 10 am – 5 pm and Sunday, May 
1 from 12 noon to 4 pm.  Suggested dona-
tion is $5 per person or $12 for a family of 
three or more (children under 10 have free 
admission).  

Don’t miss “Raritan River Railroad 
Comes to South Amboy.”  Door prizes!

A Tribute To The 50’s And 60’s
“Oldies Night”

MECCA Entertainment in partnership 
with the City of South Amboy will present 
“A Tribute to the 50’s and 60’s...Oldies 
Night” on Saturday, May 21 from 8-10:30 
p.m. at the Dr. Charles W. Hoffman Senior 
Resource Center, 108 South Stevens Ave. 
South Amboy.  The musical tribute was 
created by MECCA Entertainment, LLC and 
will be produced by Wilfredo Hernandez.  
This event is a musical trip through the 

50’s and 60’s, including all of your classic 
favorites!  The tribute will feature some of 
Central Jersey’s most talented young and 
emerging performing artists singing your 
favorites! Tickets are $10-General Admis-
sion (8 seats to a table).  Food & Beverages 
will be available for purchase at the “Drive-In 
Cafe.”  For reservations and more info, call 
the office at 732-910-7006 or visit www.
mecca-entertainment.com.
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gone Fishin’-Two unidentified boys enjoy a beautiful spring afternoon fishing at South 
Amboy Water Works Pond.  Wonder if they caught any?  (Photo by Tom Burkard)

Class Of ’71 
Seeks Missing 
Classmates

St. Mary’s High School Class of 1971 
will be holding its 40th Class Reunion on 
Sat., Oct. 15, from 7-11 p.m. at South Amboy 
AOH Hall, Stevens Ave. &  Second St., across 
from the high school gym.   Reunion orga-
nizers are still trying to find info or contact 
the following classmates: Rita Ball Smith, 
Marianne Balog, Deborah Barton, Patty Bas-
sett, Debbie Beeman, Patty Callahan, Bob 
Bogdanski, Linda Cofone, Maureen Dw-
yer, Brian Flannery, Kathy Grabko, Peggy 
Higgins, Hope Jeffray, Maureen Johnson, 
Janet Kilcommons, Bill Lauritsen, Liz Oliu, 
Mark Scully, Bobby Short, Debbie Sikorski, 
Sharon Senese, Frank Sciallo, Marianne 
& Thomas Thomas, Peggy Whelan, Gail 
Zambuto.  

If you have any information on the 
above or for more info on the Reunion, e-
mail Kathy at: km8235@aol.com.

Fishing Derby
May 14

The Sayreville Recreation Dept. is spon-
soring its Annual Fishing Derby on May 14 
at Kennedy Park, rain or shine.  Registration 
is on site at 9 a.m.  The Derby will begin 
promptly at 10 a.m.  The event is open to all 
Sayreville residents ages 3 thru 14 years old.  
For more info call 732-390-7092/7096.

Legal Lessons for 
Life 

Bruce Yenk, of the non-profit organiza-
tion the Society for Financial Awareness, 
will share their legal and financial tips for 
helping you and your family on Wednesday, 
May 16 from 6:30-8:15PM!  The follow-
ing topics will be covered: the best way to 
hold title to your home and protect it from 
creditors; uniform Gift to Minors Act---does 
it help or hurt your children?; selecting the 
guardians for your children; using a living 
trust to eliminate probate delays, costs, and 
legal fees; and minimizing your estate tax 
exemptions. Register online at www.sayre-
villelibrary.org  or contact Alaina for more 
information at 732-727-0212 x25 or email: 
alainad@lmxac.org.

Explore Your 
Options For Quality 
Retirement 

Bruce Yenk, of the non-profit organiza-
tion the Society for Financial Awareness, 
will be delving into the topic of retirement 
at Sayreville Public Library on May 23 from 
6:30-8:15PM. Topics covered include: plan 
design and why this is critical; understanding 
the impact of erosion through inflation & 
taxation; looking at your options at distribu-
tion time from a company retirement plan; 
and the proper steps to take to review 401K 
performance.

Register online at www.sayrevil-
lelibrary.org  or contact Alaina for more 
information at 732-727-0212 x25 or email: 
alainad@lmxac.org.

Sayreville Social 
Scene

By Mike Gressman
Mary Ann Spisso, North Edward St., 

Sayreville, held a soiree on Sunday, March 
27, to show off her recently decorated home.  
Guests munched on a light buffet of cheese, 
fruit, crackers, and raw vegetables before 
being served sausage & pepper sandwiches.  
Beverages included a variety of wines, beer, 
and soda, all of which was followed by cake, 
cookies, and coffee.

In attendance were Bob & Jackie, Stan-
ley & Linda, Tom & Katie, Mike, Claire, 
and Sir Paul & Linda (Not the McCartneys, 
but entertaining none the less).  Mary Ann’s 
mother, Carmen arrived fashionably late and 
brought along her baby sister.  A good time 
was had by all!
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Class of ’68 Seeks 
Missing Classmates

St. Mary’s High School Class of 1968 
will be holding its Reunion on June 10th at 
The White Sands Hotel and Resort in Point 
Pleasant.  They are currently seeking the 
whereabouts of the following classmates: 
Carol Ann Beaulieu, Richard Beyer, Bobby 
Coakley, Thomas Dowd, Linda Gallagher 
Flanagan, Kathleen Griffith, Carol Ann 
Healy, Bob Jones, Sharon Kelly, Sharon 
Kokoszka, Joan Laurie, Karen Mangin, 
Kathy McBain, Joanne McConville, Karen 
Moroz, Mary Oliver, Barbara Olszewski, 
Gail Powell, Vicky Przygocki Collins, Carol 
Puccio, Pat Regan, Celeste Smith, Mary 
Lou Soden, Kathy Stankiewicz, Raymond 
Stanley, Helen Wyluda.

If anyone has information on where 
these classmates can be contacted, please 
e-mail Katie Coman Blumberg at: ktblum-
berg@optonline.net.

Bus Trip To 
Camden Yards

The Sayreville Recreation Dept. is run-
ning a bus trip to Camden Yards in Baltimore, 
MD, May 19-21.  Join us Thursday night to 
see the Yankees play the Orioles, enjoy the 
sights of the inner harbor on Friday, and on 
Saturday, we cheer on our favorite horses to 
win in the Preakness State race.

The cost for the trip is $300 per person 
(based on double occupancy)-includes bus 
transportation to and from Baltimore, 2 
nights hotel accommodations at the Radis-
son Plaza Lord Baltimore, tickets to the 
Yankees game on May 19, and tickets to the 
Pimlico Racetrack to watch the Preakness 
on Sat., May 21.

Bus leaves Mickey Sedlak Recreation 
Center at 2 p.m. sharp and leaves Baltimore 
at the conclusion of the race on Sat.  Stop 
by the Rec Office to sign up for this terrific 
trip!  Tickets are going fast, so sign up early 
to ensure your spot.  For more info call 732-
390-7092/7096.

Teacher Honored By Radio Station

Community Flea 
Market

The Sayreville Recreation Dept. is hav-
ing its Annual Community Flea Market on 
June 11 at the Borough Hall Soccer Field.  
Vending is open to both Sayreville residents 
and non-Sayreville residents.  Simply reg-
ister at the Recreation office between the 
hours of 8 a.m. and 3:30 p.m. Monday thru 
Friday.  Food and Ice Cream vendors will 
be on site.  Prices: Sayreville Resident-$10 
per table space; Non-Sayreville Resident-
$20 per table space.  For info call 732-390-
7092/7096.

Mary Desmond, who is a media special-
ist/librarian at Samsel Upper Elementary 
School in Parlin was selected as one of 
Magic 98.3 radio station’s “Teachers Who 
Make Magic.”  

The station honors teachers who make a 
difference in children’s lives, and Desmond 

has definitely gone above and beyond her 
duties in the library to get the community 
involved in the children’s learning.

Mary and the other teachers who were 
chosen by Magic 98.3 for this prestigious 
award, were honored at a dinner at the Pines 
Manor in Edison.  Congratulations, Mary!

12th Annual Sacred 
Heart Tricky Tray 

Sacred Heart School in South Amboy, 
will be having their 12th Annual Tricky 
Tray on Friday, May 6, 2011 at Sacred 
Heart Memorial Hall across the street from 
the church. Doors open at 6pm and the first 
ticket will be drawn at 7:30 pm. Tickets are 
now on sale for $10 per person. Please call 
Judy McCrone at 732-721-6592 to make 
seating reservations, as this event sells out 
every year. Prizes include Broadway show 
tickets, IPod Touch, American Girl doll, 
Nook, Subway Series Tickets, electronics, 
household items, day trips and multiple gift 
cards. Cake and coffee will be served. Cash 
Bar available. 
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This is an actual album cover from the record “The Songs You Asked For” by The Fabulous 
Elegants, a Sayreville group who cut the LP in 1962.  (Photo by Clem Skarzynski)

Local Bands “ Just For The Record” Part 1
By Clem Skarzynski

Hey Rock ‘n’ Rollers, this column is #1 
in a series, dedicated to the local bands from 
the 50’s thru 80’s, who put their talents on 
“wax.”  Yup, made a record!  Not a CD, a 
record.  Remember them?  33 1/3, 45, and 78 
RPM records, played on a “record player,” 
“stereo,”  “turntable!”

They still sound good today, as they did 
“back then.”  So, to begin this series…Back 
in September of 1962, 5 young men from 
Sayreville got together to play some “good” 
Rock ‘N’ Roll.  Nicky Piscatelli and the late 
Tommy Gurgol added Frankie Piscatelli, 
John Bates, and Walt Skwira to their duo to 
form The Fabulous Elegants.  With Nicky 
on vocals and guitar, Tommy on vocals and 
lead guitar, Frankie on vocals and sax, John 
Bates on bass, and Walt Skwira on the drums, 
these guys showed us “young uns” how to 
play rock ‘n’ roll.  Their self-titled album 
“The Songs You Asked For…The Fabulous 
Elegants was a testament to their outstanding 
talents.  Recorded at Foto Disk Studio in 
Newark, NJ, Side A gave us “You Don’t Need 
A Reason,” “Watermelon Man,” “Runaway,” 
“Walking The Dog,” “Can’t Sit Down,” and 

“Long, Long And Lonely Nights.”  Side B 
featured “Poor Boy,” “Lonely Teenager,” 
“Donna,” “Twist & Shout,” and “You’re 
Mine.”  They were all outstanding covers, 
vocals and instrumentals alike, and that was 
just 12 of their songs from an endless song 
list they performed at all the local dances 
such as O.L.V.’s Hall, Sayreville High, Block 
Dances.  The Fabulous Elegants were every-
where.  Tommy and Nicky had matching ’62 
Strats, and Johnny Bates had a white Jazz 
bass, and they had blonde Bandmaster, and 
Bassman amps!  How cool was that!  And 
the way cool sparkle tuxedos just added to 
their stage presence.

These guys were the “top” local band, 
and led the way for many other bands to 
come on the local scene at the time.  I, the 
writer, had the honor and privilege to join 
the group in late ’66 thur ‘1967, along with 
Morgan’s Sam Cavallaro on drums, and it 
was quite an experience musically.  Never 
got “on a record” with ‘em, but enjoyed the 
ride immensely.  Oh yeah, and I’ve got two 
(2) copies of the album too!  My treasures.  
Great memories Elegants!  Nice job!

Seeking Band Members From The 60’s
If anyone out there in SA Times reader-

ship land remembers the following bands 
from the 1960’s and their members, please 
let us know.

On July 7, 1967, a band called “The 
Investments” played at a teenage dance at 
the South Amboy City Hall Playground on 
George St.  Does anyone know who per-
formed in this group?

In the spring and summer of ’69, Sacred 
Heart CYO held dances at the Memorial 
Hall on Washington Ave. in South Amboy.  
A group known as “This Is It” played at 

one of the events, and “The Flesh And 
Blood” entertained at the other.  Anyone 
with information about these bands, please 
let us know.

“Southern Fried” another local group 
played throughout the area in the late 1970’s 
and early 1980’s.  Morgan’s Joe Weber 
was the talented drummer, and other band 
members were Pat and Jim Midgeley, Bailey 
(first name unknown), and a musician named 
Mark.  Does anyone have more info on this 
popular group? 

Vintage Bon Jovi
For all of you hardcore Bon Jovi fans, 

who can’t get enough of the former Sayre-
ville resident, Jon Bon Jovi, there is some 
really vintage music/video on youtube.
com.  Check out the following: Atlantic 
Expressway-Trapped Again; The Rest fea-
turing John Bongiovi-Telephone Line; John 
Bongiovi and The Wild Ones-Whatever 
You Want; John Bongiovi and The Wild 
Ones-Love Lies (Rare Demo, 1982); John 
Bongiovi and The Wild Ones-Shot Through 
The Heart (Rare Demo, 1982); Don’t Keep 
Me Wondering by John Bongiovi-Power 
Station Years 1980-83.

#1 Pop Hits On 
April 16
2000-Maria Maria-Santana
1998-All My Life-K-Ci & Jojo
1983-Billie Jean-Michael Jackson
1975-Philadelphia Freedom-The Elton 
John Band
1968-Honey-Bobby Goldsboro

One Hit Wonders    
45 Years Ago-1966

(Song-Entertainer) Flowers On The 
Wall-The Statler Brothers; Lies-The Knick-
erbockers; The Duck-Jackie Lee; The Men 
In My Little Girl’s Life-Mike Douglas; No 
Matter What Shape (Your Stomach’s In)-
The T-Bones; The Cheater-Bob Kuban & 
The In-Men; Elusive Butterfly-Bob Lind; 
Love Makes The World Go Round-Deon 
Jackson; Barefootin’-Robert Parker; Oh 
How Happy-Shades Of Blue; Cool Jerk-The 
Captiols; Doubleshot (Of My Baby’s Love)-
The Swingin’ Medallions; Dirty Water-The 
Standells; Little Girl-The Syndicate Of 
Sound; Somewhere My Love-Ray Conniff; 
They’re Coming To Take Me Away, Ha-
Haaa!-Napoleon XIV; Black Is Black-Los 
Bravos; Psychotic Reaction-Count Five; 
Winchester Cathedral-The New Vaudeville 
Band.

#1 Country Hits On 
April 16
1990-Five Minutes-Lorrie Morgan
1982-Big City-Merle Haggard
1972-My Hang-Up Is You-Freddie Hart
1967-Lonely Again-Eddy Arnold

45 Years Ago
On April 12, 1966 St. Mary’s CYO 

sponsored a “Shindig,” that was loaded 
with top TV and recording stars of the day, 
at Msgr. Griffin Memorial Auditorium (St. 
Mary’s Gym).   The entertainers included 
The Jive Five, The Bobby Fuller Four, The 
Shangri-Las, The Duprees, and Jimmy and 
The James Boys.  WABC 77 radio station’s 
Bob-A-Loo was the master of ceremonies.   
The place was packed with teenagers, who 
came from all over to see this outstanding 
live concert.  

The fabulous fundraising event was a 
huge success thanks to the hard work of or-
ganizers Brian George and Billy Bulman.

If any of our loyal readers were at 
this monumental local concert and have a 
memory or photo to share, please contact 
The SA Times office at 732-727-0398, or 
e-mail: satimes@aol.com.

Music Trivia Run, Running
By Tom Burkard

1._Runaway a.The Bee Gees
2._Run To You b.Dion
3._Runaround Sue c.The Young Rascals
4._You Better Run d.Soul Asylum
5._Running Scared e.The Beatles
6._Silent Running f.Creedence Clearwater Revival
7._Run To Me g.Jackson Browne
8._Runaway Train h.Mike & The Mechanics
9._Runnin’ Down A Dream i.Lionel Richie
10._Running On Empty j.Tom Petty & The Heartbreakers
11._Run For Your Life k.The Temptations
12._Run Through The Jungle l.Del Shannon
13._Run Around m.Bryan Adams
14._Runaway Child, Running Wild n.Blues Traveler
15._Running With The Night o.Roy Orbison

Answers
1l 2m 3b 4c 5o 6h 7a 8d 9j 10g 11e 12f 13n 14k 15i.
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School Sports By Tom Burkard
(As of Apr. 10)

guvs, Bombers Win 
On Opening Day

Winning pitcher Dusty DeVoe struck 
out 11 to lead SA to a 3-2 Opening Day 
victory over Spotswood, and helped make 
first-year Coach Bob Dougherty’s debut a 
success.  Matt Lavan blasted a 2-run homer 
to provide the offensive punch for the Purple 
& Gold.

Zack Browning blasted a 2-run double 
in the bottom of the 7th to lead the Bomb-
ers to a 9-8 Opening Day walk-off victory.  
Browning also ripped an earlier two-bagger.  
Shortstop Christian Campbell unloaded a 
3-run dinger, while Mike Carey drilled a 
single and double, and Matt Rivera stroked 
2 singles for the Blue & Gray.  Scott Griffin 
notched the victory in relief.   

Cardinal McCarrick’s ace pitcher Ryan Smith fires a fastball during his sensational Opening 
Day, no-hitter against Piscataway Tech, which was won by the Eagles, 13-0 in 5 innings. 
(Photo by Tom Burkard)

Smith Fires No-
Hitter

Cardinal McCarrick’s Ryan Smith 
pitched a brilliant Opening Day no-hitter, to 
lead the Eagles to a 13-0, 5-inning, mercy rule 
romp over Piscataway Tech.  Smith fanned 
13 batters, and also blasted a 2-run triple.  
Kevin Savoia and John Marrieta drilled 3 
hits apiece for the Blue & Gold.

Tennis Team Aims
For Record Title

The Sayreville Bombers boys’ tennis 
team finished with a superb 21-1 record, 
and won its third consecutive White Divi-
sion championship.  Most of the key players 
from that powerful club are returning this 
year, and hopes are high that they will cap-
ture a fourth straight crown, which will set 
a school record.

Returning for Coach Mike Provenza’s 
Blue & Gray squad are seniors Amar Karki 
(18-2) in 2010, and Ravi Trivedi; juniors 
Apoorv Kakar and Ryan Zucker; sopho-
mores Matt Musyoka (17-4) last year, and 
Ron Shah.  New players hoping to help in 
the quest for another title are sophs Shivam 
Dolal and Aman Upadhyay.

All-Area Pre-
Season
Picks

Home News Tribune selected Sayreville 
second baseman Blake Cuomo and shortstop 
Christian Campbell for its Pre-Season All-
Area team.  In addition, Cardinal McCar-
rick’s infielder Kevin Savoia and pitcher 
Ryan Smith were All-Gold Division choices.  
South Amboy’s ace pitcher, Dustin DeVoe 
was an All-Blue Pre-Season pick.

Sayreville Tennis 
Team
Wins Opener

The highly-regarded Sayreville  boys 
tennis club opened with a 4-1 win over 
JFK.   Singles winners were Matt Musyoka; 
Amari Karki.   Victorious in doubles were the 
teams of Ravi Trivedi-Shivam Dela; Ryan 
Zucker-Ron Shah.

Hartsfield Honored
Sayreville’s Amari Hartsfield was 

chosen to the Star Ledger’s All-State, All-
Groups, 2nd Team;  All-State, All-Group 
4, 2nd Team in the 55 dash, as well as the 
publication’s All-Middlesex 1st Team.  In 
addition, Amari was selected to the All-GMC 
Indoor Track team by Home News Tribune.  
The newspaper did not select an All-Area 
Indoor Track team, but instead called it the 
All-GMC.  Hartsfield won the champion-
ships at the GMC  in 7:27, and Central Jersey 
Group 4 in 7:34.  Way to go, Amari!

Higgins All gMC 
Choice

Cardinal McCarrick’s outstanding girls’ 
bowler, Nicole Higgins, was an All-GMC 1st 
team selection.  She turned in a sparkling 
186 average, which was #5 in the county.  
Congrats, Nicole!

Eze:  All-State,
All-Middlesex

Emeka Eze was an All-Group 4, 3rd 
Team selection for the 55-dash in the Star 
Ledger, which also chose him to 1st Team 
All-Middlesex.  Great going, Emeka!

Dufrat Honored
 Sayreville freshman standout Peter 

Dufrat was selected All-Middlesex Boys 
Swimming First Team for the 100-Freestyle 
by the Star Ledger.  In addition, he was 
chosen for the Boys All-GMC Swimming 
squad.  Congratulations!

Raub, Carlock: 
All-Middlesex

The Star Ledger selected Sayreville 
wrestling standouts Christopher Raub (215) 
and Tyler Carlock (HWT) to its All-Middle-
sex First Team.  Raub finished with a 30-11 
record, while Carlock racked up a 30-6 mark.  
Congratulations! 

Sayreville 
Swimmers
Chosen

Sayreville’s superstar swimmer, Mau-
reen McKenn and teammate, Elizabeth Kac-
zmarek were named to the All-GMC Girls 
Swimming team.  Congratulations!

College Chatter
South Amboy’s Joe Bartlinski, a talented 

right-handed pitcher for Kean University is 
back for his senior year, after missing last 
season with a serious injury.  The South 
Amboy High School graduate is off to a fine 
start with a 1-1 record, 22 strikeouts in 16 
innings, and an eye-popping ERA of 2.76.  
Opponents have a miniscule .237 batting 
average against him.  Kean University has 
a stellar 17-4 record as of April 2nd. Eagles Look good

Coach Frank Notaro’s Cardinal McCar-
rick Eagles are off to a fine start, winning 
their first two contests over Piscataway Tech 
and Perth Amboy Tech.  Ace hurler, Ryan 
Smith has been awesome, firing a no-hitter 
on Opening Day, and also slugging the ball 
in both games.  The Blue & Gold has plenty 
of hitting this season, and carrying hot bats 
lately are Kevin Savoia, Kevin Pacansky, 
John Marietta, and Casey Fennessey.

McCarrick Wins 
First 2

Cardinal McCarrick girls’ softball squad 
is off and running to a quick (2-0) start.  
Leading the way is pitcher Jamie Williams, 
who can also belt the ball, Jen Shereyka, 
who has been All-Everything throughout her 
career, and is one of the Lady Eagles best 
players in history, Rebecca Beshada, who 
always gives 100%, and freshman standout 
Brittany Clayton, who has added even more 
spark to the lineup.

Pictured at the Cardinal McCarrick/St. Mary’s 125th Anniversary Celebration are (l-r) Bishop 
Paul Bootkoski, Cardinal Theodore McCarrick, Principal Jean Kline.  His Eminence, Cardinal 
McCarrick is holding a basketball signed by the entire Cardinal McCarrick Eagles team that 
captured the Non-Public B South championship.  (Photo by Brian Stratton)

The Pacansky brothers, Kevin (l) and Eric (r) check in with Eagles Coach Frank Notaro (c) 
before their first game of 2011.  Notaro has high hopes for his team this year, and points 
to the Pacansky brothers as key players for Cardinal McCarrick.  

Cardinal McCarrick Coach Frank Notaro (c) stands with co-captains Kevin Savoia (l) and 
Ryan Smith (r) prior to the Eagles Opening Day game.  Savoia and Smith were Preseason 
All-Area Gold Division selections in Home News Tribune.  Both players had an exceptional 
game, as Smith fired a no-hitter, and Savoia drilled 3 hits.  

Sayreville Wins 
Relays

The Sayreville boys track team took two 
first place championships in the Metuchen 
Relays Large School Division recently.  The 
Bombers won the 4x100 in 43.7, and also the 
4x200 in 1:30.7.  The runners who excelled 
for the Blue & Gray were Olisa Eze, Eric 
Liorente, Daniel Saxon, Emeka Eze.

Opening Day 2011
Photos By Tom Burkard
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The Local Sports Memory Machine
By Tom Burkard

From The Sports Archives
glory Days in
Local Sports

T.H.E. 
Game

The 1985 St. Mary’s Eagles baseball team finished at 11-10-1.  Top row (l-r) George Francy, 
Bill O’Leary, Bill Reilly, Frank Martinez, Tom Mierzwiak, Dave Kennedy, Coach Bill Urbanski, 
Asst. Coach Mike Huchko.  Bottom row (l-r) Joe Blaha, Randy Wilson, Bob Bialoblocki, Jim 
Vellanti, Chuck Connery, Matt Blaha.

1948-St. Mary’s baseball team 
upset Woodbridge in the quarter-
finals of the Middlesex County 

Baseball Tournament, 11-3.  
Winning pitcher Ray Stockton 

fired a 6-hitter, and the O’Brien 
twins provided lots of offensive power.  
Johnny ripped 2 singles and a homer, and 
Eddie rapped 3 hits.  1959-Sayreville mauled 
Metuchen, 13-4, as winning pitcher Jack 
Jankowski drilled 2 hits, and Fran Marchesi 
also stroked 2 hits.  1962-The Eagles baseball 
club smashed St. James of Newark, 16-2.  
Winning pitcher Ray Riddell fired a brilliant 
1-hitter and struck out 15.  Art O’Donnell 
hammered 4 hits including a double and 
triple, Tom Fitzmorris had a perfect 3-for-3 
with 2 doubles, Lou Nanna nailed a single 
and triple, and Allie Ust belted a single and 
double.  1974-Hoffman’s baseball nine 
breezed by Green Brook, 15-1, as winning 
pitcher Mike McCabe combined with George 
Bongiorno on a 3-hitter.  Joe “Moose” Mc-
Carthy unloaded a 2-run homer, Bongiorno 
also rocketed a 2-run dinger, and Rudy Neu-
mann walloped a solo dinger.  1986-Chris 
Garbowski singled in Tony Carlesimo with 
the game winning run in the bottom of the 7th 
inning, as Sayreville nipped St. Joseph’s, 7-6.  
Chuck Frobosilo was the winning pitcher in 
relief, and Craig O’Connor ripped 2 hits and 
drove in 4 runs.  1990-Sayreville’s star third 
baseman, Amy Mursazko was a 1st Team 
All-Area selection while batting .396 with 
13 RBI, and 16 runs scored.  2003-Cardinal 
McCarrick stopped South River in softball, 
6-4.  Mallory Kirchner was the winning hurler 
and fanned 8.  Nicki Fiorello’s RBI single in 
the top of the 6th sealed the victory.

Sport-Baseball
Year-1962
Teams-St. Mary’s (5-0) vs. Hoffman 
(1-6) Game #2 of the City Series.
The Lineups
St. Mary’s
Tom Vona 3b Joe Jankowski 1b Joe Pohl 
p Frank Ruszala lf Art O’Donnell 3b Lou 
Nanna c Tom Fitzmorris rf Ray Creed cf 
Allie Ust ss.
Hoffman
Bob Poetsch lf  Ray Drill 3b Pete Inman 
ss Manny Formoso c Paul Nagy p Ken 
Wahler cf Jim Nemeth 2b Jerry Drill rf 
John Lange 1b.
Recap-Winning pitcher Joe Pohl fired a 
brilliant 2-hitter and struck out 14, while 
also contributing a tape-measure 400-foot 
home run over centerfield, as the Eagles 
ripped the Guvs, 9-1.  Allie Ust blasted a 
3-run homer over the left field fence, and 
Art O’Donnell chipped in with 2 hits.  Paul 
Nagy was tagged with the loss, allowing 8 
hits and fanning 8 
Blue & Gold batters.
MVP-Joe Pohl

45 Years Ago

South Amboy’s First
Junior Baseball League

1954-The South Amboy Recreation 
Commission sponsored the city’s first Ju-
nior Baseball League for ages 13-15 years 
old.  This was the predecessor to the South 
Amboy Babe Ruth League which debuted 
in 1958.

There were 4 Junior League teams, 
Yankees, Dodgers, Cardinals, and Sacred 
Hearts.  The rosters were as follows:

Yankees-Paul Kurtz, Joe Check, Paul 
Viggiano, Andy Piscatelli, John Standowski, 
Bill Ignat, Charlie Nonnemacher, John Mc-
Cabe, Bob Creed, Paul Poetsch, John Lasko, 
Ray Cavanaugh, John Spina, Jack Murray, 
Fred Lukie, Mike Brennan.

Dodgers-John Berry, Rich Dowling, 
George Quirk, Steve Flanagan, George 

Gominger, Rich Bakos, Charles Beaure-
gard, George Selover, Bob Bloodgood, 
Paul Ust, Mike Charmello, Fred Dieker, 
Bill Deutsch.

Cardinals-Bob Stader, Ed Volk, John 
Phillips, Joe Phillips, John Graber, Tom 
Pristavec, Bob Seagrave, Charlie Conroy, 
Ned Moran, Don Kohler, Tom Ryan.

Sacred Hearts-Jerry Cross, Stan Do-
brynski, Bob Cross, John McCloud, Ron 
Ciszewski, Ed Pietraszka, Bob Boyes, Ed 
Condiracci, Frank Kurzawa, Jim Walczak, 
Bob Zera, John Kozak, Pat Vona, Art Jas-
kowiak, Ernest Sinford.

*Anyone with more information on 
the Junior Baseball League or team photos, 
please contact The SA Times. 

City Series Was Halted In 1930’s
By Fran Fitzmorris

In the 1930’s, St. Mary’s and South Am-
boy/ Hoffman stopped playing each other for 
approximately 4-5 years.  The articles I’ve 
researched said that they “cut relations off in 
the fall of 1936.”  I couldn’t find any games 
played in the City Series from 1934 or 1935.  
The schools went without playing for close 
to 5 years.  Why?  Ed Primpka, manager of 
South Amboy High School’s basketball team, 
had the job of booking the games.  He refused 
to play Coach Eppinger’s teams because they 
used Post Graduates (PG’s), who were 5th 
year players on the basketball court, and it 
gave St. Mary’s teams an unfair advantage.  
Of course, Coach Eppinger refused to com-
ply.  It became a moral issue only because 
legally, St. Mary’s had the right to use the 
(PG’s), because the school was classified as 
a prep school and not a high school.  Some 
people back then said that Coach Eppinger 
would not comply because “ 5th year guys 

were the backbone of their success over the 
years, and he couldn’t beat the Guvs 8th 
grade team without them.”  Whether it was 
true was a moot point.  It kept the 2 schools 
from playing for a long time in basketball 
and baseball.

Also, Gov. Harold G. Hoffman said that 
as long as he had a say on scheduling, the 
two schools would never play.  I’m sure he 
asserted lots of influence.  The decision upset 
a lot of fans from both teams.  The impasse 
ended in early 1939.  

Sacred Heart Won 
CYO Title

1959-The Sacred Heart CYO basketball 
team won the Amboy District League High 
School Division championship by downing 
St. Cecelia of Iselin, 63-57.  Lenny Blaszka 
and Ed Pietraszka paced the Hearts with 25 
and 24 points respectively.  Others contrib-
uting to the title were Malik 6 points, Zera 
4, Kukulski 2, Wojciechowski 2.  Sacred 
Heart finished the regular season with a 
tremendous 16-1 mark. 

Another All-Time
great

Benny (Budniak) Kolodziejski,  who 
was an All-Everything catcher for St. Mary’s 
High School in the early 1930’s has qualified 
for our All-Time Greatest High School Base-
ball Players.  Congratulations, Benny!

St. Mary’s CYO Finishes 2nd
1966 - St. Mary’s CYO High School 

basketball squad, under the guidance of 
Coach Jim MacKay, captured 2nd place in 
the highly-competitive, 13th Annual Trenton 
Diocese CYO Tournament.  

To reach the finals, our locals had major 
battles on their hands in the quarterfinals 
against St. Mary’s of New Monmouth nip-
ping them, 55-54 in overtime, and also in the 
semis, thrilling fans with a 48-46 nail-biting 
victory over Holy Cross of Trenton.

In the quarterfinals, our Saints trailed 
by 9 at halftime, and 14 points halfway 
through the third quarter.  Terry O’Leary, 
John Conroy and Joe Mullane combined 
for 15 points to help cut the lead to 8 at the 
end of the third stanza.  The South Amboy 
scrappers outscored New Monmouth 13-5 in 
the final frame, and Gary Kosovich scored 
the biggest basket of his career with a driv-
ing layup with 0:11 left to tie the game at 
52 all, and send the game into OT.   Kevin 
McQuade hit 2 free throws to put SA ahead 
54-52, but New Monmouth tied it.  With 
0:04 showing on the clock, O’Leary made 

1 of 2 free throw attempts for the game 
winner.  Mullane topped St. Mary’s scoring 
with 19 points.

In the semis against Holy Cross, Terry 
O’Leary went on a scoring rampage in the 
final quarter, scoring all of the Saints’ 12 
points, including 2 foul shots with 0:37 left.  
McQuade made a key steal in the waning 
seconds to thwart a HC threat.  O’Leary was 
the big scorer with 15 points, and Mullane 
added 11 for the winners.

St. Mary’s dream for a major basketball 
championship came to an end as Coach 
McKay’s cagers bowed to a powerful St. 
Raphael’s of Trenton, 61-47.  The Saints 
trailed 13-9 after one quarter, 34-17 at 
halftime, and 50-36 after 3 periods of play.  
Tom Gorman made 9 of 10 free throws in 
the second half, but it was not enough for 
SM against the fired-up Trentonians.  Kevin 
McQuade and John Conroy led the South 
Amboy contingent with 12 and 10 points 
respectively.

The scoring line for St. Mary’s was: 
McQuade 12 Conroy 10 Gorman 9 Mullane 
8 O’Leary 6 Brain George 2 Kosovich 0.

1970-Pictured (l-r) are Jim Campion, Kevin Lynch, Coach John Wortley, ?, and former New 
York Yankee slugger, Allie Clark of South Amboy.   Campion and Lynch were presented 
outstanding achievement awards for their superb baseball careers  at Sayreville War 
Memorial High School.  (Photo courtesy of Jane Wortley) 

Just A Little Boy
(Author unknown)

He stands at the plate 
With his heart pounding fast,
The bases are loaded
The die has been cast
Mom and dad cannot help him
He stands all alone
A hit at this moment 
Would send his team home;
The ball nears the plate
He swings and misses-
There’s a groan from the crowd
With some boos and some hisses;
A thoughtless voice cries;

“Strike out the bum.”
Tears fill his eyes
The game’s no longer fun.
Remember, he’s just a Little Boy
Who stands all alone;
So open your heart
And give him a break; 
For it’s moments like this
A man you could make;
Keep this in mind 
When you hear someone forget,
He’s just a Little Boy
And not a man yet.



South Amboy-Sayreville Times   April 16, �011   1�

Put Play in Your Day
By Mike Manfre,  Physical Director, South Amboy YMCA

There is nothing like the feeling of 
making a play to win the game for your 
team or hearing the crowd go wild for you.  
It is an experience most kids don’t forget.  
That is only a small portion of what playing 
organized sports brings to kids of all ages.  
Unfortunately, because of different outlets 
like TV and video games, lots of kids are 
uninterested in sports and that puts them 
at a disadvantage.  Kids that stay inside, 
glued to the TV or computer are missing 
out on socialization, teamwork, and skill 
development that comes with being active, 
not to mention staying healthy and in shape.  
Also, according to a study of over 12,000 
middle and high school students, the students 
who were physically active were also much 
less likely to smoke, drink, use drugs, or 
be sexually active compared to their coach 
potato peers.

There are many places parents can go 
to have their children become active and 
involved in different sports.  Places like 

the YMCA organize leagues and programs 
geared to bring children all these benefits.  
There are organizations in every town that 
run all types of sports programs; all you 
need to do is sign up!  The good news for 
parents is that these programs are relatively 
inexpensive.  The best way to find out which 
sports your child should be involved with is 
to introduce them to a variety of different 
sports and activities, and see which activity 
they enjoy the most.  Your child might hate 
going to basketball or baseball, but give him 
a skateboard and he will ride around all day.  
Once you find sports and activities that your 
child enjoys, it makes it that much easier to 
keep them active and healthy.  Keeping our 
children safe and healthy is one of our most 
important jobs as parents, looking out for 
their well being is what we do.  By getting 
them into sports they will stay active, and 
give them lifelong experiences they will 
never forget.  So the question is: Where do 
we sign up?

Christine McNulty, President of the Sacred Heart School HSA, Jorge Gonzalez-Gomez, 
President of the School Advisory Council (SAC) at Sacred Heart, Joan Shields, SAC 
Advancement Chair and Alumni reception Chair, and Kathleen Doyle, Vice-president of 
SAC greet returning Sacred Heart alumni who were able to tour the school, view historic 
memorabilia, and enjoy a reception in the cafeteria.  For more information on Sacred Heart 
School and future Alumni events, please visit  www.sacredheartsa.com 
(Photo/Info Courtesy of Paula K. Duffy)
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WWW.?

This should be pretty easy to identify for our local WWW.? Mystery Photo buffs.   Send your 
answers to: satimes@aol.com.

March Winners
The answer to last month’s Mystery 

Photo was Melrose Hose Company No. 1.  
86.7% of the entrants got this correct, while 
the others thought it was the South Amboy 
First Aid building on Main Street.

The March winners in the order which 
the entries were received: Chuck Pickard, 
W. Tom Kross, Charlie Kampo, Pat & Bill 

Scully, Charlotte Sadowski, Marian Mills, 
Peggy Yuhas, Jerry Celecki, Don Zrebiec, 
the team of Roxanne Keegan, Kevin Kania 
and Dawn Roberts.

Mary Ann Matarangolo was a late 
winner for the February contest, correctly 
identifying Murphy’s Garage.  Congratula-
tions to all of the winners!

Hi Tom & Co.,
Really enjoyed reading the listings for 

the “Greatest Baseball/Softball/Basketball 
Players.”  Would there be a chance for an 
All-Opponents poll ever?

Best Regards,
Kevin Beebe
*Editor’s Response: Thanks Kevin.  

We will try to get an All-Opponents team 
together for next basketball season.St. 
Mary’s HS 1961

Bristol, RI

Dear Editor,

The Sayreville Emergency Squad Inc. 
would like to thank the members of the 
community for their continued support and 
donations in these financially trying times.

Recently, our annual fund drive letters 
have been mailed to residents’ homes and 
we are pleased with the response to our 
initial mailing, and the letters that have ac-
companied donations have been refreshing 
to read.

We truly are blessed with a community 
whom cares to assist each other and appre-
ciates the stewardship of working together, 
we hope to receive more good news to share 
with our hard working volunteers.

We would also like to ask that if you 
have received a solicitation for your dona-
tion, and not yet returned your envelope, 
you please send them at your convenience 
as the money you gift to us is our primary 
lifeline to purchasing much needed items, 
such as Medical Supplies and Life-Saving 
Equipment.

Your donations allow us to handle Ad-
ministrative Expenses of Day to day Opera-
tions, and provide the funding to purchase 
Emergency Vehicles we own and operate.  
Your donations ensure the continuation of 
free Emergency Medical Service that is 

Accomplished 
Workaholics

By  Al Gomolka Jr.
Times Poet Laureate

c. 2009
We of this generation
Are accomplished workaholics…
We must learn
To waste some time…
And be with the Lord’s Spirit
Together listen and bind
In the mystic nothingness
‘Cept His Word…
Is this a waste of time?
Or work of efficiency!

Flashback: 1984
Kris Vella won the Miss Hoffman 

High School Pageant.  Debi Scarfi was first 
runner up, and Linda Krygier was second 
runner up.

provided to you without any bearing on your 
taxes, such as if EMS had to be primarily 
supplied by the Borough.

Celebrating our 75th year of providing 
EMS services to the Borough of Sayreville, 
the Emergency Squad will also be hosting 
events throughout the year and celebrating 
our annual EMS Day Event in May where 
we invite our residents to our building 
for the day.  Our door to door Fund Drive 
Campaign begins in and through the month 
of May as well.

Additional information and details 
to upcoming events and programs are an-
nounced in the paper as well as on our 
website, www.sayrevilleems.com!

We are proud to serve you, our neigh-
bors, friends, and family in your time of 
need, and strive toward betterment of the 
community!  Thank You for 75 strong years 
of support, we look forward to serving you 
for many more!

Sincerely,
John J. Szurlej
Public Relations
Sayreville Emergency Squad Inc.
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Super Bowl 2011

South Amboy residents (l-r) Tim Noble, Christine Noble, Dennis McQuade, and Brian 
Noble are pictured standing by Cowboy Stadium, Arlington, Texas, waiting to purchase 
Super Bowl tickets.  They were fortunate to get tickets an hour before kickoff.

Pictured inside Cowboy Stadium following the conclusion of the game are (l-r) Christine 
Noble, Brian Noble, Tim Noble, Dennis McQuade.  Brian and Tim were thrilled that 
their team, the Green Bay Packers won the Super Bowl, but Christine and Dennis 
were not too happy.  The Nobles’ dad, “Nipper” was a great fan of the Green Bay 
Packers.  (Photos/Info submitted)

Cardinal McCarrick High School’s spring musical “Back To The 80’s” transported the audience 
back in time to when Rubik’s Cubes, Teenage Mutant Turtle’s, Pac Man and The A Team 
ruled.  Popular hit songs from that time had the audiences tapping their feet and singing 
along.  The cast and crew did a great job! (Photo by Brian Stratton)
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APRIL-AUTISM 
AWARENESS MONTH

By Mary Durski
In order to highlight the growing need 

for awareness about Autism, April has been 
designated Autism Awareness Month.  This 
provides an opportunity for families, friends, 
and local communities to raise public aware-
ness about Autism.

Autism is a complex developmental dis-
ability that typically appears during the first 
three years of life and affects an individual’s 
ability to communicate and interact with 
others.  Autism is defined by a certain set of 
behaviors and is a “spectrum disorder” that 
affects individuals differently and to varying 
degrees.  In December 2009 the CDC issued 
a report that Autism had risen to 1 in every 
110 births in the U.S. 1 in 70 boys.

Autism Organizations around the World 
celebrate the day with unique fundraising and 
awareness raising events. On the evenings of 
April 1st and 2nd prominent buildings across 
North America and the World, including the 
Empire State Building in New York and the 
CN tower in Toronto, Canada,  turned their 
lights blue to raise awareness for Autism and 
to commemorate World Autism Day.

Mary Durski, Clinical Supervisor at 
Children’s Specialized Hospital in the Early 
Intervention Program urges parents to discuss 
any concerns with their Childs development 
with their Pediatrician, or pursue an appoint-
ment with a Developmental Pediatrician.  If 
you think your child exhibits any red flags for 
Autism or has developmental delays please 
call NJ Early Intervention System (NJEIS) 
609-777-7734 www.njeis.org

Mary, and her daughter Nicole Durski, 
both work in the Early Intervention field. 
Nicole also works as a special education 
teacher in a local school district. Both feel 
passionate about helping Autistic children 
and their families. Here are some Autism 
support groups:  Parents of Autistic Chil-
dren www.poac.net, Autism Speaks www.
autismspeaks.org; The Foundation for Au-
tism Training and education www.thefate.
org; The NJ Center for Outreach & Serve 
for the Autistic Community (COSAC) www.
NJCOSAC.org

St. Stan’s Reaps 
Rewards

 Since January of 2010, students at St. 
Stanislaus Kostka School in Sayreville, NJ 
have been avidly collecting bottle caps, card-
board packaging, and shrink wrap packaging 
from more than 200 Coca-Cola products. 
The Coca-Cola Company, which sponsors 
the My Coke Rewards for Schools, offers 
schools the opportunity to trade in Coke 
points for educational resources to enrich 
the school’s learning community.   Since 
enrolling in 2010, the Coca-Cola Company 
has already provided the school with the 
gift of a Flip video camera to not only docu-
ment the students’ participation in the Coke 
Rewards Program, but to also use for a wide 
array of classroom activities.  So far, the 
St. Stan’s community has collected 38,705 
Coke Rewards Points.  On March 1, 2011, 
the school redeemed 38,000 points to receive 
its first “reward”--a Sharp 32” flat screen 
LCD TV.  The school is anxiously awaiting 
its arrival, scheduled for some time in the 
next two weeks. With the program ending on 
December 31, 2011, St. Stan’s plans to con-
tinue its collection with the hope of building 
upon the remaining 705 points left in their 
account and trading them in for yet other 
great Coke Rewards.  St. Stan’s wishes to 
thank all those who helped make this reward 
possible, especially the Coca-Cola Company 
for turning a “refreshing” experience into a 
“rewarding” experience!

Tricky Tray Benefit 
Sayreville Pet Adoption Center will 

hold its second annual Tricky Tray on Fri-
day, April 29 at the South River Knights of 
Columbus Hall, 88 Jackson Street in South 
River.  Doors open at 6 PM and the drawing 
starts at 7:30 PM sharp.  Tickets are $10 and 
include one sheet of Tier 1 tickets, coffee 
and cake and door prizes.  

Light refreshments will be available.  
Outside food is also welcome.  No one under 
18 will be admitted, no exceptions.  

To purchase tickets stop by the shelter at 
1400 Main Street in Sayreville any day after 
12:30 PM.  For more information please call 
(732) 727-3895.Contact:Barbara Keegan, 
Shelter Director, Sayreville Pet Adoption 
Center. (732) 727-3895

Seniors Playhouse Trip
The OLV Senior Group will be spon-

soring a bus trip to Hunterdon Hills Play-
house on Wednesday, April 27, 2011 to see 
Noel Coward’s Comedy Classic, “Blithe 
Spirit”. 

The cost of the trip is $75.00 which 
includes ticket to the show, full lunch, bus 
transportation, bus gratuity, and a snack on 
return trip. The bus will leave from OLV 
lower parking lot at 9:30AM and return 
at 5PM. 

Choices of entrees are: Yankee Pot 
Roast, Catch of the Day, Fried Shrimp & 
Scallops, Breast of Chicken w/stuffing, and 
Baked Ham w/Fruit Glaze.

For further information or questions, 
contact Teri at (732) 727-7639.

You may mail a check written to OLV 
Seniors and include your choice of entrée. 
Send all correspondence to: Teri Yetsko, 6 
Lani Street, South Amboy, NJ 08879.

Lifeguard 
Certification Class

The South Amboy Branch YMCA will 
offer an American Red Cross Lifeguard 
Class from April 19-22 at the South Amboy 
Y, located at 200 John T. O’Leary Blvd in 
South Amboy, NJ.  The class will meet daily 
from 10am to 6pm.

Upon successful course completion, 
lifeguard training candidates will receive 
an American Red Cross Lifeguarding and 
Standard First Aid certificate valid for 3 
years, and a CPR/AED for the Professional 
Rescuer certificate valid for 1 year.

Lifeguard training candidates must be 
at least 15 years of age, able to demonstrate 
continuous swim for 16 lengths of the pool 
using the breaststroke and front crawl stroke, 
tread water for 2 minutes, and retrieve a 
10lb brick from the deep and of the pool, 
then swim 20 yards back within 1 minute 
44 seconds.

The Lifeguard Certification Class fee is 
$250.  Non-Members will also be required 
to take out a $40 Program membership.  
Visit our website for additional Lifeguard 
Certification dates: www.ymcaofmewsa.
org/southamboy.

Please visit the Welcome Desk of the 
South Amboy YMCA to register for the class.  
Space is limited.  For more information, 
contact Ruben Merino at 732-316-8209 or 
ruben.merino@ymcaofmewsa.org.

Pictured (left to right) are Brian O’Neill, jr., 
of Sayreville Seaport  Associates, developer 
of the National Lead site, birthday celebrant 
Stella Truchan, and Mayor Kennedy O’Brien 
at the Sayreville Senior Center.  The mayor 
hosts a quarterly breakfast at the Senior 
Center to celebrate the birthdays of the 
borough’s elders. (Photo Submitted)



South Amboy-Sayreville Times   April 16, �011   ��

Daisy Troop 80768, representing the USA, participated in the Sayreville-South Amboy Girl 
Scout World-A-Palooza International Bazaar which was held on Saturday, February 26, 
2011 at Sacred Heart School in South Amboy, NJ.  (Photo Submitted)

EASTER’S gUEST OF HONOR
By Elaine Holton Scott

Without an Easter hat, there could have 
been no proper celebration of Easter years 
ago.  That’s how important an Easter hat used 
to be, literally, the Guest of Honor on the 
Christian Holy Day.  Of course, other clothes 
had been needed to match the colors and style 
of the Easter hat and, when all combined, the 
entire ensemble would be called, the “Easter 
outfit.”  This annual buying spree had been 
for ladies and girls only, as Easter back then 
had a gender, and the gender was totally 
female.  For men and boys, their well-worn 
suits when freshly brushed and air-cleaned 
had been good enough.

Putting together a complete Easter outfit 
had required lots of time and preparation, 
including multiple trips on the Marathon 
bus over the Raritan River to Perth Amboy.  
For ladies who had lots of “pin money,” or 
had just liked to live as though they did, the 
purchase of their Easter hat had been made 
at one of the millinery shops doing a thriving 
business on Smith Street.  Deciding at which 
store to buy the new Easter hat had depended 
upon the eye-catching displays in the mil-
liners’ showroom windows.  With price 
tags cunningly hidden, hats adorned with a 
garden-variety of colorful fake flowers would 
be placed just so on mannequin heads to lure 
customers into the store.  Along with the hats, 
there would be the necessary cotton gloves, 
usually white, elegantly draped across their 
tissue-lined glove boxes.  Inside the store, 
neatly folded nylon stockings would be ready 
for sale in their own tissue-lined boxes, too.  
After buying the Easter hat, Easter gloves, 
and stockings, the hunt would begin for the 
remainder of the Easter outfit.  For those who 
couldn’t afford a hat from a milliner, cheaper 
“off the shelf” Easter hats were purchased 
along with the “off the rack” Easter dresses 
in Lerner’s, Reynolds, Paramount’s, or in 

one of the other many “affordable” stores 
lining the street.

A complete Easter outfit consisted of 
the mandatory hat, gloves, dress, full-length 
spring coat, purse, stockings/socks, and 
shoes.  A very important additional accessory 
had been a new handkerchief, preferably 
with beautiful hand-crocheted lace around 
the edges.  For mothers and grandmothers, 
a “must have” accessory was a fresh-flower 
corsage from the florist.  The corsages would 
always be picked up on Saturday, then, kept 
cold in the ice box until it was time to get 
ready for Church.

On Easter morning, a build-up of tension 
would occur as females began getting ready 
in their new clothes, all of which had been 
laid out in readiness the night before.  Trying 
not to get wrinkled, mussed, dirtied, or, worst 
of all, a run in a new pair of nylons, it was 
time to get to Church.  Arriving in the family 
car, the yearly procession, starting wherever 
the car was parked, would begin.  

Upon entering the Church, females who 
had spent the most time and money on their 
Easter outfits would always look for a pew in 
the front, while women who hadn’t sat in the 
pews in the back.  As the Church filled and 
the parade of new outfits passed by, female 
eyes had religiously watched from every 
pew, trying to remember every little detail of 
every outfit worn by every woman.  Nothing 
would be overlooked.  Fashion ideas would 
be gained, then, copied, while fashion flops 
were “noted” to be happily and relentlessly 
discussed for the next 12 months.

**In 1967, the “fat lady” began singing 
for Easter hats when Pope Paul VI decreed it 
was no longer necessary for females to cover 
their heads in Church.  By 1970, Easter hats 
were as rare a sight as millinery shops.

Old TV Westerns
Way back in the 1960’s there were tons 

of western/cowboy TV shows, on televi-
sions every night of the week.  Some of the 
most popular included: Bonanza starring 
Michael Landon, Lorne Greene and Dan 
Blocker; Cheyenne-Clint Walker; Bronco 
Lane-Ty Hardin; Gunsmoke-James Arness; 
Sugarfoot-Will Hutchins; Maverick-James 
Garner; Lawman-Peter Brown; Laramie-
Robert Fuller; The Rebel-Nick Adams; The 
Rifleman-Chuck Connors; Have Gun Will 
Travel-Richard Boone; Colt .45-Wayde Pres-
ton; Wagon Train-Ward Bond; Rawhide; The 
Lone Ranger; The Virginian-James Drury; 
Tombstone Territory-Pat Conway; Laredo; 
Wyatt Earp-Hugh O’Brian; The Big Valley-
Barbara Stanwyck; Roy Rogers Show-Roy 
Rogers and Dale Evans; Tales of Wells Fargo.  
How many do you remember?

Atlantic City Bus 
Trip

St. Mary’s is running a bus trip to Trump 
Plaza in Atlantic City on Sat., April 30.  De-
parture is 11 a.m. from the school parking lot 
on Second St.  Cost is $30 with $25 back in 
slot money.  Lunch will be provided on the 
bus.  For tickets and more info, call Angel 
at 732-501-5133.

Sayreville Concert
The Cultural Arts Council of the 

Borough of Sayreville will be sponsoring 
a concert by the Richard Reiter Band on 
Thursday, May 5 at 7:30 p.m. at the Senior 
Center on Main Street, Sayreville.  Admis-
sion is FREE with light refreshments.  All 
ages are welcome.  Any questions call 732-
690-4712.

Sayreville 1983
Who were Sayreville’s most prominent 

people in 1983? Mayor John Czernikowski, 
Councilmen William Jackson, Raniero Trav-
isano, Joseph Keenan, Kenneth Buchanan 
Sr., Felix Wisniewski, Thomas Kuberski; 
Church Pastors-Rev. Gary Kull-Messiah 
Lutheran Church of South Amboy (Frank 
Ave., Sayreville); Rev. John Benson-United 
Methodist Church; Rt. Rev. Msgr. Edward 
Dalton-Our Lady of Victories Church; Rev. 
Anthony Kramarz-St. Stanislaus Kostka 
Church; Rev. Frank Russo-St. Bernadette’s 
Church; Rabbi Robert Port-Sayreville Jew-

ish Center Temple Ohav Shalom; Borough 
Attorney- Alan Karcher; Borough Clerk-
Margaret Hahn; Tax Assessor-J. Howard 
Kolb; Treasurer-Wayne Kronowski; Magis-
trate-Herbert Bierman; Chief of Police-Ray-
mond Sweeney; Recreation Director-John 
McCormack; Fire Chief-William Fauser; 
President of Sayreville Emergency Squad-
Raymond Betzler; President of Morgan 
First Aid Squad-Joseph Scanlon; Supt. 
Of Parks-Julian Ciecko; Library Director-
Donna Blaszka; Construction Official-John 
Zollinger.   
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Pictured (l-r) at a recent banquet are former South Amboy Mayor John T. O’Leary, former 
Major League Baseball Star Doc Gooden, and South Amboy Councilman-At-Large Michael 
“Mickey” Gross.  (Photo submitted)

“E-A-g-L-E-S” CLASS OF 1960 FLIES 
ONE MORE TIME!

By Henny The DJ
When you are organizing a fifty year 

high school reunion you know it’s going to 
be a bumpy ride. However, when you are 
organizing this reunion a year late, actually 
the fifty first year, you’re obviously looking 
for trouble.  .

And, I’m not complaining, just stating 
facts, when you throw into the mix that you 
are talking about the Class of 1960 in Saint 
Mary’s: a class that had no football team, 
no track team, no lacrosse team, no soccer, 
no wrestling, no tennis, very limited girl’s 
basketball team, no girl’s softball team, 
sport’s that are taken for granted in your 
most basic of 2011 high schools. A class that 
had no gymnasium for the first two years, 
no yearbook and no class trip. Normal high 
school activities and experiences that help 
to build a feeling of connection to your 
school, you are talking about a very limited 
high school experience. And, therefore, you 
shouldn’t expect enough of a turnout to fill 
even a Don’s Rec. 

But we decided to give it a go, anyway. 
We were a small committee of graduates 
and class officers who felt that it was our 
responsibility to give it our best shot. But we 
didn’t hope for much. So imagine our surprise 
when we got much, much more interest than 
we ever expected, with graduates wanting to 
come to the reunion from places as distant 
as San Francisco, Minnesota, Florida, and 
Georgia. 

When I saw the amount letters received 
of people interested in the reunion my heart 
was fluttering like a moth caught in the front 
porch light. And now our reunion is one that 
we are all excited about and one that we are 
planning to be worthy of these classmates 
who still value so highly their connection to 
our Class of 1960. 

At first this high interest in meeting up 
again was confusing to me, but two truisms 
became very evident at our last Planning 
Committee Meeting on why our school days 
meant so much to us. First, the events even 
the mundane events of those long days that 
we spent together in our youth are indelibly 
ingrained in our conscious and unconscious-
ness, and just like the stories that I’ve been 
writing about The Tank and Joe Smoke’s and 
Vincy Poulsen’s, and Jean Shepherd with 
Flick freezing his tongue to the frozen metal 
telephone pole, they have a peculiar hold over 
us and we are drawn back to them.

The other reason and the more impor-
tant one, is the teachers we had. As tough 
and sometimes as ornery as they were, it 
only had to be one of the teachers we had 
in those days who encouraged us in a way 
that helped us make our way through this 
vale of tears and we will never forget them 
for it and have to come back one more time 
to celebrate the place that made us in many 
ways what we are today. 

See you at Anthony’s every Friday.

Remember Woolworth’s?
You’ve been around the block a couple 

times if you remember shopping at Wool-
worth’s.  This was really a great store, one 
that was known as a “5 & Dime.”  They also 
had a great cafeteria section there, and the 
following is a sandwich menu from 1957.  
This was another generation’s fast food.

Bacon and Tomato toasted 3 decker 
sandwich 50 cents; Baked Ham and Cheese 
toasted 3 decker sandwich 60 cents; Chicken 
Salad toasted 3 decker sandwich 65 cents; 
Ham Salad and Egg Salad toasted 3 decker 

sandwich 50 cents; Plain or Toasted Sand-
wiches: Ham Salad Sandwich 30 cents; Egg 
Salad Sandwich 30 cents; American Cheese 
Sandwich 30 cents; Pressed Ham Sandwich 
30 cents.

For a real treat!  Try our Super De-Luxe 
Ham Sandwich-Baked Ham sliced very thin 
and stacked high on plain bread, toast or hard 
roll.  You will like it!  40 cents.

Fountain Features: DeLuxe Tulip Sun-
dae with 2 dippers of ice cream covered with 

Continued on page 31

The Rotary Club of South Amboy/Sayreville, with a long history of helping out local school 
systems, recently raised funds to purchase a  new computer math teaching program for the 
Sacred Heart School in South Amboy.  Past Principal of the school and Rotarian Mike Poll 
floated the idea and the Club ran with it, writing a matching grant through the District to bring 
the total to $2500.  Pictured are Rotarians Mike Poll and Fr. Dennis Weezorak presenting 
the check to Sr. Marie Connelly, Principal of the school. (Photo Submitted)
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Tooker Appointed Executive Chef
South Amboy resident Tiffany Tooker 

has received the appointment of Executive 
Chef at Doubletree by Hilton in Princeton, 
NJ.  Her interest in cooking began in her teen 

years when she was working at the Land-
mark Tavern and Café, and began to dream 
about a successful career in the Culinary 
Arts.  After graduating from Hoffman High, 
she decided to make her dreams a reality by 
attending the Academy of Culinary Arts in 
Mays Landing, NJ.  Following graduation, 
she gained great experience by working at a 
4-Star restaurant, “Hazies,” in the mountains 
of the resort city of Steamboat Springs, CO, 
where she learned the art of pastry making, 
and acquired secrets to making delicious 
soups and flavorful sauces.  

Her travels then brought her back to her 
home state of NJ, where she continued her 
career at the Forsgate Country Club, and then 
on to the Hilton in Woodbridge, where Tif-
fany had the opportunity to direct  the banquet 
operations, as well as three restaurants, until 
she left to take a position as Sous Chef with 
Doubletree by Hilton last year.  Her talents 
were rewarded with achieving the position 
of Executive Chef, where she directs all 
food operations in the hotel, and at “On The 
Bone At Princeton” a restaurant located on 
property.  Congratulations, Tiffany! 

The South Amboy High School Players presented “Thoroughly Modern Millie” earlier this 
month to rave reviews.  The cast and crew did a great job with this intricate and exciting 
musical.  Great job to all… (Photo by Brian Stratton)
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MCC Unity Walk 
For Japan 

Middlesex County College will host 
a Unity Walk to support the relief efforts 
in Japan on Monday, April 18 at 11 a.m. in 
front of the College Center.

The one-mile walk around campus will 
be led by Grand Marshal Yoshinori Machida, 
star pitcher for the MCC baseball team and 
a native of Japan.

The public is invited to participate. 
A minimum donation of $10 is payable in 
advance at the Blue Colt Bookstore. Registra-
tions for a minimum of $15 will be accepted 
on the day of the walk.

All funds will go to Doctors Without 
Borders, a charity that will be aiding in 
disaster relief.

“Japan was hit with an earthquake, tsu-
nami and now, nuclear fallout,” said College 
President Joann La Perla-Morales. “Any one 
of those would be a calamity, but together 
this is a disaster of epic proportions that will 
affect that nation for years to come. I hope 
the College community will band together 
to help in their hour of need.”

Flyers are being distributed on campus 
and are on CampusCruiser and Infonet. To 
sign up, fill out the form on the back of the 
flyer and take it to the Bookstore with your 
donation of $10 or more. If you are register-
ing on the day of the walk, please come to 
the front of the College Center; the cost then 
is $15. The walk is sponsored by the Blue 
Colt Bookstore.

The first 250 walkers will receive an 
MCC t-shirt.

Neighbors Helping 
Neighbors 

their immediate response to an emer-
gency situation. On March 2, 2011 at the 
Knights of Columbus Hall, these two indi-
viduals quickly performed CPR and used the 
AED on an individual who had collapsed and 
stopped breathing at the facility. Volunteer 
EMTs from the Sayreville Emergency Squad 
arrived and continued CPR as Advanced 
Life Support arrived. The patient regained 
his pulses and resumed breathing on his 
own. He was then transported to Robert 
Wood Johnson Hospital and is seeking full 
recovery. Thanks to the quick thinking and 
actions taken by Kevin Kosobucki and John 
Kuhlthau a life was saved. 

The Sayreville Emergency Squad, 
Inc. is a volunteer organization providing 
emergency medical/rescue services 24/7 for 
those in need of assistance. Our life saving 
measures, however, are most effective when 
members of the community take immediate 
action by initiating Cardiopulmonary Resus-
citation, CPR. We encourage all members of 
the community to become certified in this life 
saving skill and offer CPR/First Aid classes 
each month at the squad headquarters located 
on Washington Rd. 

For additional information about regis-
tering for CPR/First Aid classes or joining the 
Sayreville Emergency Squad please contact 
SES at: 732-390-2923 or visit our website 
at www.sayrevilleems.com

continued from page 2
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The Morgan Lions Club present a donation to Debbie Lotrario to assist her in her battle with 
cancer.  Debbie is a waitress at the Peter Pank Diner in Sayreville for over twenty years. 
Pictured are, from  left to right, Robert Pawlik, president of the Morgan Lions Club, Debbie 
Lotrario, George Wist and Tony Travisano. The Morgan Lions Club have been serving the 
community since 1954. George Wist and Tony Travisano have been active in the Lions for  
a combined total of 110 years. (Photo Submitted)

A proud student from Sacred Heart School, South Amboy displays his Polish pride with 
his sign while attending the Polish Flag Raising at South Amboy Town Hall on March 19th. 
(Photo/Info Courtesy of Paula K. Duffy)

OLV Senior Meeting
The OLV Senior Group will hold their 

May meeting on Friday, May 6, 2011 at 
1PM in Monsignor Dalton Hall. Prior to 
our business meeting, we will hold our an-
nual May Crowning to the Blessed Mother. 
Please bring a rosary to the meeting. Don’t 
forget to wear your favorite blue outfit in 
honor of Mary.

We will be having lunch sandwiches 
available again for $3.00. Our luncheon 
sandwich choices are ham and cheese, tuna, 
turkey, and egg salad. Call Geri at 732-257-
4351 to order your sandwich selection no 
later than May 2, 2011. 

There will be a sign-up for the June end 
of the year party. It is free to those members 
who have paid their dues as of April 1, 
2011. If you have not paid your dues or are 
a non-member the price of the meal will 
be $15.00.

Please bring a non –perishable food 
item for St. Vincent de Paul’s pantry. Any 
questions call Teri at (732) 727-7639.

The Photo Challenge

This beautiful vintage photo of the Mechanicsville Hose Co. No. 1 Ladies Auxiliary was 
probably taken in the 1950’s.  Our experts have identified 10 of the lovely ladies.  Can 
you beat our total?  Send in your answer with the names of those seated left to right, and 
standing left to right.  We hope to have all the names in the May issue, and the winner of 
the Photo Challenge.  Send answers to: satimes@aol.com. 

Free Classes for 
Job Seekers

The Dowdell Library and Middlesex 
County College are partnering to offer a 
three part              series  of free computer 
workshops for South Amboy Job seekers.  
Workshops will be held               on  sched-
uled Tuesday and Thursday evenings from 
6-8 pm.                                                       

Class size is limited and registration is 
required; a $20 reservation fee is mandatory 
and will be refunded upon the completion 
of each class.  Available classes are: Use of 
the Internet: May 10 & 12; Microsoft Word: 
May 24 & 26; and Using E-mail: June 14 
& 16.                                                            

For more information, contact the 
library at 732.721.6060 or comments@
dowdell.org.
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Fishing Flashes 
By Teo “Weebles” Weber

Salt water
Striped Bass season opened March 1st.  

As of now, the fishing is slow.  There have 
been a few shorts and not to many keepers 
at Cliffwood and Union Beaches. The fish-
ing should get better as the water warms 
up.  Winter Flounder fishing opened up the 
last weekend of March. In Shark River and 
Barnegat Bay the fishing is decent and it’s 
not too difficult to catch your limit of two 
fish at twelve inches. Up here in the bay 
and rivers it’s slow due to the cold water.  
Offshore Cod fishing is up and down.  One 
friend of mine caught 5 Cod up to 26 pounds 
on the Big Jamaica and won the pool. That 
same boat recently had, one big fish, going 
at 46 pounds! As per the NMFS and the 
Atlantic Marine Fisheries Board, Sea Bass 
total landings in the State have to be cut back 
40%.  They claim their paper data base shows 
some overfishing for the 2010 season when 
they had already closed part of the season, 
of an otherwise healthy fishing that they had 
admitted was not in trouble!
Fresh Water

By the time you read this article, the 
2011 Trout Season will have already opened 
on April 9th at 8 A.M. The preseason stock-
ing went well.  There are lots of high water 
conditions throughout the state due to a lot 
of rain.  The lower reaches of the Delaware 
River have been producing Catfish and some 
Smallmouth Bass.  Despite the cold high 
waters, Shad are right on time moving into 
the river. Some Shad are being caught in the 
Lambertville area. 

Anniversary 
Cookbooks

The OLV Senior Group still has cook-
books available for sale. Be one of the pa-
rishioners who has a copy of this memorable 
compilation of delicious parish recipes. 
Cookbooks are available at the pastoral 
center or contact Teri at (732) 727-7639. 
The sale price is two for $10.00. 

Don’t make too much out of sounds 
made by movement around a joint.  It 
could be caused by irregular surfaces rub-
bing against each other, pressure changes 
around a joint, or 2 ligaments coming in 
contact.  The creaking and cracking sound 
which most of us are familiar with is called 
crepitus.  The noise usually goes away or is 
not noticeable with exercise, but it may also 
increase with age.  There are, however, condi-
tions in which noise may be one of several 
symptoms.Tendonitis means inflammation 
of the tendons running from the muscles to 
the joint.  In severe cases, the joint that is 
involved is moved.  In 2nd or 3rd degree 
ankle sprains, a tearing sensation pop or snap 
might be felt when the ankle rolls inward 
or outward.  That, along with swelling and 
tenderness happens because one or more 
ligaments or tendons that holds the bones 
of the ankle joint in place has been torn or 
completely ruptured.

Knees can also be noisy, whether they 
are injured or not.  Most of the time the 
crunching and cracking sounds that they 
make are harmless. Loose fragments in the 
joint have been known to make noise, but 
the sharp pain they sometimes cause make 
the noise secondary problems. During the 
course of spinal adjustments, there are au-
dible clicks and pops not unlike those heard 
when the knuckles are cracked.  There are 
many theories on what causes these sounds.  
Each joint is surrounded by a fluid sac.  The 
rapid movement of the joint fluid, along 
with the pressure changes that occur dur-
ing manipulation causes the noise.Don’t be 
alarmed by moving body parts that just make 
noise because our bodies seem to be noisier 
as we get older.  More reliable symptoms 
of an injury (or condition that needs atten-
tion) are: tenderness, swelling, pain, loss 
of strength, and reduced range of motion.  
The chiropractic physician specializes in 
evaluation and treatment of musculoskeletal 
disorders.  As always, an ounce of prevention 
is worth a pound of cure!
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Bowling greats

1963-Local bowling legends pictured at Hill Lanes are (l-r) George Kardos, Ray Szaro, Ray 
Nebus, ?, George Gelsinon.  (Photo courtesy of Ken Sumski, owner of R & R Printing)

The Local Sports 
Memory Machine

 (Continued from Page 18)
By Tom Burkard

The following poem was written by then 
South Amboy Councilman William “Doc” 
O’Leary and read at a testimonial dinner 
in May 1969, held by the Mechanicsville 
Fire Co. in honor of  Allie Clark, who was 
a Councilman at the time.

“Ode To Allie Clark”
By William “Doc” O’Leary

They remember the kid from St. Mary’s 
High,
When he swung the bat, how the ball would 
fly,
He was quite adept on the basketball 
court,
None of his opponents ever sold Allie 
short.
There was a pretty girl in school those 
days,
Little Fran’s smile would put big Al in a 
daze,
He courted and won her, now Fran is his 
wife,
With all the little ups and downs, they have 
a good life.
When the babies started to come, each a 
bundle of joy,
And they were all girls, oh, where was his 
boy?
But they hung right in there and prayed 
for a son,
The next two were boys, Allie hit the home 
run!
He was born and bred north of the hole-in-
the-wall,
He gained his fame and fortune cause he 
could hit the bal,
His fielding wasn’t too good, but it wasn’t 
too bad,
And when he joined the New York Yan-
kees,
The whole town was glad.
He is now in City Government and is do-
ing fine,
He’s in charge of recreation for that’s his 
line,
He knows the opportunities athletics can 
bring,
And he has every kid in town under his 
wing.
I’ve heard many compliments made to this 
lad,
For his athletic ability, as a councilman, 
Husband and dad,
But the greatest compliment I’ve heard, 
was 
Truly a home run,
His mother said to me one day, 
“My Alfie is a very good son.” 

Old Team Photos?
Do you have any that you would be 

willing to share with our SA Times readers?  
We’re looking for any South Amboy, Sayre-
ville, Morgan, President Park or Madison 
Park team photos from 1990 or preferably 
earlier.  Any photos from the boys or girls 
Youth Leagues are acceptable, as long as 
you can provide us with the names of the 
players who are pictured row by row, from 
left to right.  We’re also seeking photos of 
any local Men or Women adult or senior 
league teams from 1990 or before.

Please e-mail your photo to: satimes@
aol.com, or send it with a self-addressed, 
stamped envelope to: The SA Times, PO Box 
3027, South Amboy, NJ 08879.  Your photos 
will be well-taken care of, and returned to 
you in the condition they were received.

70 Years Ago
1941-Sayreville’s John Kotarski was on 

a hitting rampage.  He blasted 2 home runs 
and a double in a 4-1 win over Dunellen.   
Steve Jannos was the winning pitcher, hurling 
a 5-hitter and struck out 9.  Blaszka added 2 
hits.  Kotarski pounded out 4 hits, including 
his 3rd HR of the season, in a 13-5 rout over 
Rutgers Prep.  Winning pitcher Nick DeBiase 
fired a 4-hitter and fanned 12.

40 Years Ago
1971-Poncho’s Pilots finished 5-6 in 

the South Amboy Men’s Slow Pitch Softball 
League.  Tom Grabert led the team in runs-
13, hits-23, and batting average-.535.   Ray 
Leonard batted .469 and topped the club 
with 5 doubles.  John Clark had the Pilots’ 
only triple of the year.  Gene Cross was the 
ace pitcher with a 3-4 record.  Other starting 
players were Joe Noble, Jack O’Connor, 
John Kaboski, Fred Henry, Jon “Poncho” 
O’Connor, Bob Howarth and Jim Day.  
Those who saw limited action (less than 20 
at-bats) were: Bob Blakeslee, who went 6-
for-9, .667, John Clark, Tom MacKay, Bob 
“Rex” Paulukiewicz, Ralph Scully, Luke 
Sciallo, Steve Skarzynski.    

Basketball Memory
By Kevin Beebe

In 1960, St. Mary’s basketball team beat 
a talented Red Bank Catholic Caseys team 
by one point.  They were led by their star 
player, Ed Kennedy, and it was just about 
our biggest win of the year.  The game was 
at RBC, so even the “Shore refs” couldn’t 
help the Caseys.  I remember the team bus 
stopped at the Keyport Howard Johnson’s, 
and Father Russell treated all to burgers and 
drinks after the game.

South Amboy’s 
First 
Slow Pitch Softball 
League

1969-After many years of running a 
Men’s Fast Pitch Softball League, the South 
Amboy Recreation Commission followed 
the growing national trend by featuring a 
Slow Pitch Softball League.  The League 
consisted of 5 teams; Roddy’s Tavern; 
Enterprise; Wonder Bar; English Chevron;  
Amboy-Madison Bank.

Roddy’s captured the playoff champi-
onship by downing English’s 2 game to 1.  
Roddy’s took the first contest, 6-5, English’s 
the second, 5-2, and Roddy’s won it all in 
the finale, 5-3.

The final standings for the regular sea-
son: Roddy’s 13-3; English’s 8-8; Amboy-
Madison 8-8; Wonder Bar 8-8; Enterprise 
3-16.

Star players throughout the ’69 premier 
season of the South Amboy Slow Pitch 
League were:

Roddy’s-Allie Ust, Tom Fitzmorris, 
Ken Wahler,  Joe McCarthy, Bill Connors, 
Frank Kennedy, Pat Mullane, Ray Selover, 
Leo Dohan, Paul Kurtz, Brian Flanagan.  
English Chevron-Ed Szatkowski, Joe 
Kabarec, Dave Stolte, Mark Bratus, Den-
nis Bratus, Paul Jankowski, Bob Kukulski.  
Amboy-Madison-Jack Paro, Ken Phelps, 
Curt Wilczewski, Ed Pillar.  Wonder Bar-
Tom Kuc, Bob Sullivan, “Zeke” Walczak, 
Joe Tarallo, Art Wojcie.  Enterprise-Charlie 
Conroy, Joe Matarangolo.

*All of the above names are taken 
from stars of the game recaps which were 
researched in local media from 1969.  Sorry, 
if you weren’t mentioned, but you were not 
listed as a star of any game during the season.  
If you know of any players we missed, or have 
any photos from ’69, please let us know. 

Does Anyone 
Know?

What years the Morgan teams par-
ticipated in the South Amboy Babe Ruth 
League?  We’re guessing that the Morgan 
Merchants last season was between 1961-
63; Morgan Lions final season was in 1966.  
Does anyone know when Oak View Nursing 
Home played in SA for the last time?  Pos-
sibly 1966?  Please inform us if you know 
exactly when the teams played and left South 
Amboy.  Also, if you have any team photos, 
or know what team different players were on, 
as it would be very much appreciated.  

Cut-A-Thon For 
Pancreatic Cancer  

The Hair Shop located at 3188 Wash-
ington Road, Parlin, 732-727-5305, will be 
holding their annual “Cuts for a Cure” cut-a-
thon for Pancreatic Cancer on Sunday, June 
5th from 10am-4pm.   Proceeds will benefit 
the Lustgarten Foundation for Pancreatic 
Cancer Research in memory of Jack and 
Candida Lavery who were the parents of 
Maryann Lavery Minnella, owner of The 
Hair Shop.  

The charge for a haircut - wet or dry (no 
blow drying) is $ 20 per person.

Food and beverages will be available for 
purchase along with several raffles for great 
prizes.  There will also be a DJ to entertain 
the crowd.    

Food Tasting At 
MCC

Restaurants from all over the area will 
be offering samples of their best dishes at 
the Middlesex County College Alumni As-
sociation food tasting on Wednesday, April 
27. The event, which will run from 6:30-8:30 
p.m., is a fundraiser for the association’s 
scholarship fund.

“We anticipate more than 25 high-qual-
ity restaurants will set up tables in the College 
Center and offer small samples of their best 
items,” said Doug Wilson, member of the 
Alumni Association’s Board of Trustees. 
“The public is invited to visit each and see 
what they have to offer. We expect to have 
diverse types of restaurants participating in 
this program, which is called “An Evening 
of Good Taste for the Educated Palate.” 

The cost is $30 in advance, $35 at the 
door, and Middlesex County College stu-
dents are $20. Children under 12 are free 
with the purchase of an adult ticket. The 
proceeds go toward the Alumni Association’s 
scholarship fund. The event is sponsored 
by Affinity Credit Union and Sodexo Food 
Services.

Tickets may be purchased online at 
www.middlesexcc.edu/taste or by calling 
732-906-7732.

Participating restaurants include: 
Akbar Restaurant, Anthony’s Bar & Grill, 
Beechwood Café and Grill, Blue Moon, 
Broadway International Gourmet, Chili’s, 
Cutting Board Caterers, Dani-Lise Sweet-
shop, Delta’s Soul Food Restaurant, Edible 
Arrangements, Edison Job Corps Academy, 
Lacey’s Gourmet Cupcakes, Landmark 
Tavern, Little Spain Restaurant, Lola’s Latin 
Bistro, MaggieMoo’s of Edison, MCC’s 
Hotel, Restaurant and Institution Manage-
ment Department, McDonagh’s Pub, Muscle 
Maker Grill, Novita Bistro & Lounge, PK’s 
Café, Promise Culinary School, The Rose-
wood Caterers, Spats Steakhouse, Sushi O 
Asian Bistro, Romulus Restaurant, Today’s 
Table, and Zoup!

Sacred Heart Flea 
Market

Vendors are needed for an outdoor 
Flea Market to be held on Saturday, June 
11 from 8 a.m. to 2 p.m. in Sacred Heart 
Church Parking Lot.  Advance registration 
is required.  Call Eileen at 914-255-0231 
for more info.
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Obituaries
Applegate, Franklin A., 71, of Morgan 

died on March 10.
Barrett, Cecelia J.F. Weck, 97, of Sayre-

ville died on March 14.
Batko, John, 94, of Sayeville died on 

March 27.
Cahill, Edward J., 85, of South Amboy 

died on March 9.
Callan, Sophie B., 92, formerly of 

Sayreville died on March 16.
Chionchio, Matthew “Poncho,” 69, 

formerly of Sayreville died on March 14.
Cierpial, Eleanor J., 80, of Parlin died 

on March 23.
Cottrell, Clarence “Spike,” 83, formerly 

of Morgan died on Feb. 20.
Dabrowski, Robert  J. “Bob,” 63, for-

merly of Sayreville died on March 19.
Dennen, Lynn, 64, formerly of South 

Amboy died on March 16.
Desmond, Jacqueline A. Kozak, 63, of 

Morgan died on April 4.
Dula, Richard F., 58, of South Amboy 

died on March 15.
Ellison, Roy, 92, formerly of South 

Amboy died on March 8.
Francy, Lorraine F., 82, of South Amboy 

died on March 30.
Hanson, Agatha H., 96, of South Amboy 

died on March 16.
Kolodziej, David A., 60, formerly of 

Sayreville died on March 22.
Lyons, Richard J., 80, formerly of 

Morgan died on March 17.
Malkiewicz, Nancy, 55, of Parlin died 

on April 2.
Marusiak, Nick, 83, of Sayreville died 

on March 24.
McDermott, Ellen, 74, of Sayreville 

died on March 31.
McLaughlin, Harold W., 62, of South 

Amboy died on March 18.
Medvar, Bernice T., 76, formerly of 

South Amboy died on April 3.
Montenero, Umberto “Al,” 96, of South 

Amboy died on March 21.
O’Connell, Thomas P. “Coog,” 87, of 

South Amboy died on March 25.
Paszkiewicz, John A. “Big John” Jr., 62, 

of South Amboy died on March 21.
Pietraszka, Edward S. “Wallio,” 70, of 

Sayreville died on March 20.
Platt, Maurice J., 59, of Parlin died on 

March 17.
Prasnal, Ann M., 85, formerly of South 

Amboy died on April 2.
Pucciarello, Mary, 87, of Sayreville 

died on March 15.
Rodgers, Jane, 81, formerly of Sayre-

ville died on March 15.
Rondeau, William A. Sr., 66, of Morgan 

died on March 31.
Rosinski, Felix J., 88, formerly of 

Sayreville died on March 18.
Ross, Diane Zollinger, 70, of Sayreville 

died on March 19.
Ryce, Donald R., 79, of Parlin died on 

March 15.
Sarvetnick, Kyle, 56, of Sayreville died 

on April 2.
Yaworski, Frank, 85, of Sayreville died 

on April 5.
Zulin, Cassandra M. “Cassie,” 69, of 

South Amboy died on March 10.

golf Outing - 
Saturday, April 30, 
2011

Sacred Heart Parish, South Amboy, NJ, 
is seeing golfers and hole sponsors for our 1st 
Annual Golf Outing to be held on Saturday, 
April 30, 2011 at Bunker Hill Golf Course 
in Princeton, NJ.  Cost of $100 per golfer 
includes 18 holes of golf, BBQ on the 10th 
tee, and awards.  A $200 donation as a “hole 
sponsor” will include a sign advertising 
your business as well as two tickets to the 
awards banquet.  All proceeds will benefit the 
Sacred Heart STARS (Student Tuition and 
Relief Sponsors) Program which provides 
financial assistance to families for Catholic 
education.  For more information, please 
contact Christine McNulty at 732-672-6757 
or camcnulty@optonline.net.
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High School Winter Sports Honors, Awards, And More…
By Tom Burkard

Coach Joe Lewis (l) had another fantastic year with his standout Cardinal McCarrick boys 
basketball team.  (Photo by Brian Stratton)

Olivia Gorczynski finished an outstanding 
high school basketball career with Cardinal 
McCarrick High School.  (Photo by Brian 
Stratton)

Lewis Selected Coach Of The Year
Cardinal McCarrick boys basketball 

coach Joe Lewis was selected Coach of 
the Year by Home News Tribune.  Lewis, 
who guided the Eagles to a fine 22-8 record 
and the school’s third Non-Public South B 
sectional championship in the last 9 years, 
has turned the program into one of the fin-
est in the state of New Jersey during his 

16-year tenure.  Joe’s career mark stands at 
an outstanding 288-133, quite possibly the 
most victories for a basketball coach at St. 
Mary’s/Cardinal McCarrick.

Lewis and the Blue & Gold were at 
their best during post season play, in the 
GMCT, and state tourney, where they won 
3 games by 2 points, and a fourth game in 2 
overtimes.  Congratulations, Joe!  The entire 
City of South Amboy is proud of you!

Townes Rookie Of The Year
Marques Townes, Cardinal McCarrick’s 

freshman phenom was chosen Rookie of 
the Year by Home News Tribune.  The 
talented youngster led the Eagles’ balanced 
scoring attack with 11 points per game.  In 
addition the newspaper selected his layup 
at the buzzer that defeated East Brunswick 
64-62 in the quarterfinals of the GMCT, as 
the “Offensive Play of the Year.”  Charlie 

Gorman was credited with the assist on this 
clutch play. 

The Star Ledger also chose Marques to 
its All-Soph/Freshman team, and that’s quite 
an honor considering all of the players in the 
state of New Jersey.

Townes’ future is looking extremely 
bright in the land of Eagles.  Nice going, 
Marques!

gorczynski  
Chosen To
All-State And More

Olivia Gorczynski, who finished her 
illustrious, high school basketball career 
with 1,435 points, was selected 3rd Team 
All-State, All-Non Public, and also 1st 
Team All-Middlesex by The Star Ledger. 
In addition, she was  chosen for the Home 
News Tribune’s All-Area Girls Basketball 1st 
Team.  She topped the GMC in 3-pointers 
for the second consecutive year, nailing 82 
treys, and shot an unbelievable 49% from 
the 3-point area.  During her schoolgirl ca-
reer, she helped lead the Lady Eagles to 4 
straight GMC Division titles, and 4 GMCT 
finals, in which they won one champion-
ship.   Congratulations, Olivia on your many 
outstanding accomplishments!

McKenna: Swimmer
Of The Year

Maureen McKenna, one of the greatest 
female swimmers in Sayreville history was 
selected Middlesex County Girls Swimmer 
of the Year, and also 1st Team All-Middlesex 
in the 100-Backstroke.

In the GMC meet she won two events 
for the second straight year, capturing the 
100-yard butterfly and the 100-yard back-
stroke.  Last year, she won the 50 free and 
100 back.  Maureen became the third girl to 
win 4 consecutive 100 back, capturing the 
crown in 1:00.37.  She is only the seventh 
swimmer in the GMC’s 33-year history to 
win the same event for all 4 years.  Great 
going, Maureen!

McCarrick Won 105 
In A Row

Coach Lynn Ust guided her Cardinal 
McCarrick girls’ basketball club to 105 con-
secutive Division victories before bowing 
this season to Bishop Ahr.  The Blue & Gold 
went on to finish the season with an amazing 
23-3 mark, the most wins in the county, and 
ranked #3 in Middlesex County in the Star 
Ledger.  It was truly a memorable run for 
Coach Ust and the Lady Eagles!

Bailey: Bowler Of 
The Year

Sayreville’s super bowler, Phil Bailey, 
was selected the “Bowling Player of the 
Year” by Home News Tribune.  In addition, 
The Star Ledger picked him for 2nd Team 
All-State, All Groups, and 1st Team All-
Central Jersey.  Bailey turned in a dream 
season, by winning the prestigious GMC 
Individual title, rolling two perfect games, 
and finishing #3 in the county with a solid 
226 average, only 1 point behind the two 
leaders.  Great going, Phil!

Four Bombers 
Make All gMC

Four standout players from the Sayre-
ville Bombers great bowling team were 
All-GMC 1st team selections (This is the 
same as All-Area, just presented differently 
this year).  The players chosen and their 
averages were: Eric Applegate 227 (Tied 
for #1 in the county); Phil Bailey 226 (#3); 
Jay Ciszewski 224 (#4); Ryan Roberts 216 
(#9).  Congratulations to all!

Presnal, Born All-
gMCT

Cardinal McCarrick’s Maggie Presnal 
and Lexie Born were selected to the All-
GMCT team.  The Lady Eagles bowed in 
the championship to powerful Piscataway, 
but Presnal and Born played excellent 
basketball throughout the tournament.  
Congratulations!

Sayreville Wrestlers 
Finish 14-8

The Sayreville Bombers wrestling squad 
turned in another fine season with a 14-8 
record.  The following features the wrestlers, 
their weight class, and won-lost records:

Anthony Geiger (119 lbs.) 35-7; Mike 
Bohling (103 lbs.) 33-4; Tyler Carlock (285 
lbs.) 30-6; Chris Raub (215 lbs.) 30-11; Gary 
Siriday (112 lbs.) 23-7; Dan Ronan (130 lbs.) 
20-7; Noel Santiago (140 lbs.) 19-7; Nick 
Richiusa (189) 19-16.

2003-Cardinal McCarrick Coach Joe Lewis (r) and star player Mika Wilson celebrate after 
winning the South Jersey Parochial B championship.  Wilson was selected MVP of the 
tournament.  (Photo from the Tom Burkard Archives)

Champions

Williams: All-
Middlesex

Cardinal McCarrick’s speedy point 
guard, Ahmid Williams was a 1st Team 
All-Middlesex selection in the Star Ledger.  
The talented youngster transferred from 
Monroe, and quickly fit into Coach Joe 
Lewis’ winning basketball program.  He 
averaged 11.5 points, 7.1 assists, and 3.2 
steals.  Congratulations, Ahmid!

DeVoe Finishes #9
South Amboy’s talented basketball star, 

Dustin DeVoe had an outstanding season, 
finishing #9 in the county with a fine 17.7 
scoring average.  Congratulations, Dustin!

Future Stars
The future is looking bright for local 

high schools.  Selected to the Star Ledger’s 
All-Sophomore team was Joe Saitta of 
Sayreville.  Marques Townes of Cardinal 
McCarrick and Corey Taite of Sayreville 
were chosen by the Star Ledger for its All-
Freshman team.  Congratulations to all!

crushed fruit or fresh fruits in season, choice 
of Strawberry, Pineapple, Cherry, Choco-
late, or Hot Fudge, topped with whipped 
topping, roasted nuts and cherry king.  25 
cents.  Super Jumbo Banana Split 39 cents; 
Extra Rich Ice Cream Soda 25 cents; Malted 
Milk 25 cents; Milk Shake 25 cents; Banana 
Split regular 25 cents; Fresh Orange Juice 
regular 20 cents, large 30 cents.  Hot Nestle’s 
with whipped topping and wafers 15 cents.  
Apple Pie 15 cents per cut; Layer cake 15 
cents per cut.

Are you hungry yet?  Wow, can you 
imagine how cheap everything was way 
back then? 

Woolworth’s
Continued from page 24

She was the oldest OLV communicant 
and May Crowner.   Jane Rodgers, 81, for-
merly of Sayreville died on March 15.  She 
was a secretary for 25 years at Hercules, Inc., 
of Parlin, and also was a Deacon at the First 
Presbyterian Church in Sayreville, where she 
taught Sunday School.  Harold McLaughlin, 
62, of South Amboy died on March 18.  He 
was a U.S. Marine veteran of the Vietnam 
War, and also a retired South Amboy First 
Aid member.  In addition, he coached South 
Amboy Little Fellas Baseball League, and 
Babe Ruth League for many years.  Bob 
Dabrowski, 63, formerly of Sayreville died 
on March 19.  He was the owner of Bob’s 2 
x 4 Bar in South Amboy for many years.  Ed 
“Wallio” Pietraszka, 70, of Sayreville died 
on March 20.  He was Past Commander of 
Sayreville American Legion Post 211, and 
a member of its Color Guard and Executive 
Board.  He played high school baseball for 
Hoffman, and starred in basketball for Sacred 
Heart’s CYO team.  David Kolodziej, 60, 
formerly of Sayreville died on March 22.  He 
worked on the design team for the Maristat 

Talk Of The Towns

Ireland 2012
Plans are in the offing for a july 2012 trip 

to the Emerald Isle. Dublin, Cork, Blarney 
are several of the cities to be visited. If in-
terested please contact Tony g. for additional 
information at 732-525-5303.

Satellite, and retired as director of CSC 
Computer Science Corp.  Tom O’Connell, 
87, of South Amboy died on March 25.  An 
avid SA Times reader, Tom was often spotted 
at Waterfront Park, and was always happy 
to talk about the old days when he played 
baseball for St. Mary’s in the early 1940’s.  
Lorraine Francy, 82, of South Amboy died 
on March 30.  She was a very kind-hearted 
lady, loved and respected throughout the 
community.  William Rondeau Sr., 66, of 
Morgan died on March 31.  He was the 
owner/operator of William Rondeau & Sons 
Tree Service for many years.  Ann Prasnal, 
85, formerly of South Amboy died on April 2.  
I can still see her smiling face as we bought 
packs of baseball cards after school, when 
she was working at the family store Prasnal’s, 
or Frank’s as some called it back in the 60’s.  
Suzanne Burns died on April 3.  She was the 
popular Art teacher at St. Mary’s/Cardinal 
McCarrick H.S. for 30 years.   Jacqueline 
Desmond, 63, of Morgan died on April 4.  
She was a kind person and avid SA Times 
reader.   God Bless them all.

continued from page 2
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