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Assemblymen  John S. Wisniewski (l) and Craig Coughlin (r) enjoyed the day at the South 
Amboy Festival of the Arts on Broadway recently. See more photos on page 10. (Photo 
by Tom Burkard) 

South Amboy Fire Department 2011 State 
Champs

(Information submitted)
On Sept. 17th, South Amboy Fire Dept. 

and South Amboy First Aid Squad took to 
the streets of the Wildwoods and marched 
down New Jersey Ave.  The Fire Dept. had 
55 members in the line of march and ap-
pearance, all the while in heavy rain and 
high winds.

The following awards were captured by 
South Amboy Fire Dept. and South Amboy 
First Aid Sqaud;  President’s Trophy-Best 
Over All; 1st Place-Best Appearing Fire Dept. 
Marching with Music; 1st Place-Best Ap-
pearing Color Guard; 1st Place-Best Overall 
Ladies Auxiliary; 1st Place- Best Marching 
Fire Dept. (Over 21 persons); Best Appearing 

Pumper (9-12 years old)- 1st Place in State-
Protection Engine Company #6; 2nd Place in 
State-Independence Hose Company #7; Best 
Appearing Pumper (Over 25 years old)- 2nd 
Place in State-Mechanicsville Engine #10; 
Best Appearing Air/Light Unit-1st Place in 
State-Progressive Fire Company Bandit 
Chaser #11; Bloomingdale Kornet Marching 
Band-1st Place Marching Band; Best Ap-
pearing Ambulance-1st Place in State-South 
Amboy First Aid.

Also, Perth Amboy Volunteer Fire Dept. 
won 2nd place Marching and 2nd place Color 
Guard.  Keyport won Judge’s Award for 
Color Guard.

Christie Visits 
Sayreville

Gov. Chris Christie visited the Sayre-
ville Senior Center auditorium for a town 
hall meeting on Sept. 21.  The governor’s 
main purpose for the visit was to discuss his 
ideas for ethics reform, and several Sayreville 
residents took advantage of the opportunity 
to see him, and let him know about the major 
flooding problems in the Borough.

A Weber Ave. resident asked him to 
support Assembly Bill 3138, which would 
provide $1 million for a flood mitigation 
project that would be designed to protect 
the Sayreville residents in the Weber Ave. 
area from the South River floodwaters.  
Christie said he would find out more infor-
mation on the situation, but also stated that 
he was not going to promise that he would 
sign the Bill.

Governor Chris Christie (R) recently stopped 
for a hot dog at Tommy Nagle’s Hot Dogs 
in Sayreville.  This special sign caught his 
attention, and following a town meeting, he 
returned to try a delicious “Christie Hot Dog.”  
(Photo courtesy of Tom Nagle)

Car Wash
The Senior Class at Cardinal McCarrick 

High School will hold a car wash to benefit 
the Senior Class Trip and Prom.  Come on 
out and support the Seniors on Sunday Oc-
tober 23rd from 8:00 am to 1:30 pm in the 
school’s parking lot.

Blood Drive Oct. 30 
St. Mary’s will be having a blood drive 

on Sunday, Oct. 30 in the school cafeteria 
(across Stevens Ave.), from 8 a.m. until 2 
p.m.  Please bring identification and re-
member to eat before you donate.  Donors 
should be at least 17 years of age, weigh 
at least 110 pounds and be in good health.  
Homemade goodies will be served, walk-ins 
are welcome!  Call Sue at 732-220-7077 
for details.

Christie Stops For Hot Dog In Sayreville
By Tom Burkard

After his town meeting in Sayreville, 
Governor Chris Christie stopped for a hot 
dog at Tommy Nagle’s Hot Dogs in Sayre-
ville.  Tommy was tipped off on Wednesday 
about Christie’s visit set for Thursday, and 
someone made him a special sign in the 
shape of a stop sign that said, ‘Stop for a 
Christie Hot Dog.’

He apparently saw the sign on the way 
to the meeting, and made it a point to stop 
on the way back.  According to Nagle, “An 
undercover trooper in an unmarked car 
stopped by first for security reasons, and 
said the governor was on his way.  When he 
arrived, he was very friendly and we talked 
for a few minutes, and he said he had noticed 
the sign on the way to the meeting, but was 
running late and couldn’t stop then.”  

So,  Tommy Nagle, don’t keep every-
one in suspense.  What kind of hot dog did 
Governor Christie order? “He had a hot dog 
with raw onions and chili,” said Nagle.

Sayreville 
Halloween Parade

The Sayreville Recreation Dept. will 
be holding their Annual Halloween Parade 
with Trick or Treat Trunk at the Borough 
Hall Football Field on Friday, Oct. 28th at 
6:30 p.m.  Costumes will be judged for ages 
up to 12 years old.  There will be FREE 
refreshments.  For more info call 732-390-
7092/7096.

Father Targonski 
Becomes Pastor
Sayreville native, Father George Tar-

gonski, was elevated to the office of pastor 
at St. Matthew the Apostle Parish, Edison 
by Bishop Paul G. Bootkoski at a Mass at 
the church on Sept. 20.  Father Targonski, 48 
years old, was born in Sayreville, attended 
St. Stanislaus Kostka School, and graduated 
in 1981 from St. Mary’s High School, now 
Cardinal McCarrick High School  in South 
Amboy. 

He graduated from Rutgers University 
with a BA in physics, and earned teaching 
certificates in science and math.  Before 
entering the priesthood, he was an electronics 
engineer at Bell Labs, a science teacher at 
Sayreville War Memorial HS, and a parish 
music director.  Father Targonski studied 
for the priesthood at Immaculate Concep-
tion Seminary, Seton Hall University, and 
earned a Master of Arts degree in systematic 
theology.  

Father Targonski previously served 
as a parochial vicar at St. Cecilia Parish, 
Iselin, and Our Lady of Mount Virgin Par-
ish, Middlesex.  Congratulations, and God 
Bless, Father Targonski!

New Sayreville 
Policeman

Sayreville native Michael Pascone was 
recently sworn in and joined the borough’s 
Police Department.  Pascone fills the vacancy 
created after the recent retirement of Officer 
Henry Wortley, who served for 25 years.

Pascone was a Matawan police officer 
for over three years.  Sayreville Police Chief 
John Zebrowski  said that it was the first 
time in three or four years that the Borough 
was able to hire a new officer.  Police Of-
ficer Pascone, who always had a dream of 
becoming a Police Officer, raises the police 
roster to 84 sworn officers.  Best of luck and 
success, Officer Pascone!

South Amboy 
Halloween Parade

The City of South Amboy will hold 
its Annual Halloween Parade on Sunday, 
Oct. 30th at 1 p.m.  The line-up will be at 
Progressive Firehouse on Bordentown Ave, 
at 12:30 p.m.   Participants will march down 
Bordentown Ave.  up Broadway to the re-
viewing stand by City Hall.

A new attraction this year will be “Dress 
your dog and march!”  All participants in 
the pet march should line up on the Gor-
don St. side of Progressive Firehouse, and 
should have “doggie bags” with them.  Free 
Halloween giveaways will be given to all 
marchers.

Rotary Road Show
The South Amboy-Sayreville Rotary 

Club is holding our third annual Rotary 
Road Show Sunday, Oct 23rd, 2011 from 
11AM-3PM. (raindate Sunday, Oct 30) The 
location is OASIS CHEVROLET 1292 
RTE 9S in Old Bridge.  “If you like to 
show it off..Bring it to our show!” Cars, 
trucks,motorcycles,imports. Over 20 great 
trophies to be awarded! Pre-registration $10, 
day of show $15.  

Get some great recognition by becoming 
a Rotary Road Show Sponsor!

 To register, sponsor or for more infor-
mation call Michele Murphy @732-432-
9680 or 732-687-0530.  

All proceeds benefit PROJECT DIC-
TIONARY!  Every third grade student in the 
towns of South Amboy and Sayreville will 
receive a special student dictionary. 

Virginia Stillwagon is pictured with her sons Bob, and Ron as well as her grandchildren 
following the dedication ceremony of Councilman Russell Stillwagon Magnanimity Park 
at the corner of Pupek Road, South Amboy on October 15th.  There were 150 people 
in attendance on this beautiful fall day, to pay tribute to this outstanding South Amboy 
gentleman.  (Photo by Tom Burkard)

20th Anniversary        
    Edition
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Pictured (l-r) Mildred S. Scott, Sheriff of Middlesex County, Georgann Tice, South Amboy 
Evlementary  School Art Teacher, William Veit, vice-principal SA Elementary School, 
Undersheriff Kevin Harris, Renne Piazzolla, student, and Nicholas Mihalecko, student,  who 
were recently honored for their bicycle safety art submissions which have been published 
by the department in the form of a coloring book for elementary schools. (Photo/Info 
Submitted)

Talk Of The Towns
By Tom Burkard

McKeon’s Family Sees His Final 
Game

Florida Marlins manager Jack McKeon, 
who is a South Amboy native, announced 
his retirement from managing the club.  His 
family traveled to Miami, Florida to witness 
his final game at the helm.  Making the trip 
from the South Amboy area was his sister 
Marge McKeon Gorczyca, her daughter 
Cheryl Babulak, cousin Claire McKeon 
Noble, cousin Patty Dalfonso with her 
daughter and granddaughter.  In addition, 
Jack’s wife Carol, and children Kristi, Kori 
and Kelly were in attendance.  Ironically, on 
the Washington Nationals side of the field 
were McKeon’s son Kasey, who is Direc-
tor of Player Procurement for the Nation-
als, and his son-in-law Greg Booker, who 
was Washington’s (AAA) pitching coach, 
but recently called to the majors to assist 
with the big league team.  It was a great 
day for the McKeon family, even though 
the Marlins dropped a tough 3-1 contest in 
Jack’s finale. 

Birthday Greetings
Happy Birthday Greetings go out to for-

mer South Amboy-Sayreville Times feature 
writer, Virginia Stillwagon, who celebrated 
her 80th birthday on October 7th.  God Bless, 
Virginia, and may you have many more! 

Grzes Performs At 9-11 Commemora-
tive Concert

South Amboy’s talented musician, 
Stan Grzes, played violin with an orchestra 
at a 9-11 Commemorative Concert in New 
York City.  The orchestra performed its new 
theme song titled “Ladder 41” for the first 
time publicly.  Stan said that, “It was a very 
emotionally packed day.”  The gifted Grzes 
plays several other instruments in addition 
to the violin.

In Memoriam
Wayne Olsen, 42, of Parlin died on Sept. 

24.  He was a very well-liked man, and was 
the American Legion Luke A. Lovely Post 

Continued on page 27

Pleasant Little 
Trivia

By Tom Burkard
1. St. Mary’s HS Play in 1980?  a.Irene  

b.Grease c.A Summer Place
2.This gas station was located on Price 

St. and Washington Rd., Parlin in ’75?  
a.Earl’s Sunoco b.Pellicane’s Citgo c.Parlin 
Mobil

3.Where was the Thuderbird Lounge 
located in 1968?  a.Morgan b.South Amboy 
c.Sayreville

4.In ’82, where was Essex Chemical 
Corp. located in Sayreville?  a.Jernee Mill 
Rd. b.MacArthur Ave. c.Crossman Road 
South

5.President of the South Amboy Educa-
tion Association in ’68?  a.John Kovaleski  
b.Michael  Poll c.Richard Klein

6.In 1980, where was Hercules Inc. 
located in Sayreville?  a.Minnisink Ave. 
b.Washington Road c.Cheesequake Rd. 

7.South Amboy’s Fire Chief in 1965?  
a.Frank Conroy Jr.  b.Anthony Charmello 
c.Fritz Lukie

8.President of the Sayreville Board 
of Education in ’73?  a.Danny J. DiPoalo 
b.Douglas A. Cowan c.Joseph A. Kupsch

9.In 1990, where was the California 
Motel located?  a.Parlin b.Morgan c.South 
Amboy

10.In 1979, how many bakeries did the 
Borough of Sayreville have?  a.two b.three 
c.four

11.South Amboy’s Fire Chief in ’91?  
a.Charles Pickard b.John Szatkowski c.Gary 
Gatyas

12.In ’77, where was International 
Recycling Corp. located in Sayreville?  
a.Horseshoe Rd. b.Main St. c.Chevalier 
Ave.

Answers
1a 2b 3b 4c 5b 6a 7a 8b 9c 10c 11b 

12a.
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 ★  Business of the Month  ★

South Amboy Foodtown, formerly 
Frank’s Market, has been serving people 
in the South Amboy-Sayreville area 
since Oct. 27, 1928.  That’s when Frank 
Paczkowski, Sr., barely out of his teens, 
opened Frank’s Meat Market at 629 
Bordentown Ave.  A few years later, he 
purchased property at 611 Bordentown 
Ave. and hired local contractors to build 
a store on this property, and renamed his 
business Frank’s Market, “Where Quality 
Rules.”  He enlarged the store in 1938 
and 1946, and in 1966 after expanding, 
became a member of the Foodtown 
Organization and changed the name to 
the present South Amboy Foodtown.  
That’s 83 years ago, and even with the 
tough economic conditions, they are still 
striving to serve you better.

Something new at South Amboy 
Foodtown—Every Wednesday is Senior 
Citizen Day—All seniors 65 years and 
over will receive 10% off their order.  Just 
present your Medicare Card along with 
your Club Card to the cashier—Cannot 
be used with other programs.

South Amboy Foodtown offers a 
Home Delivery Service.  For information 
and instructions, visit www.foodtown.
com.  If you do not have access to a 
computer, you may still take advantage 
of the Home Delivery Service by calling 
732-721-0276 for details.

Frank, the Meat Manager still makes 
Foodtown’s own Home Made Fresh 
Kielbosy and Breakfast Sausage, using 
the same recipe used by his Grandfather 
Frank in 1928. 

South Amboy Foodtown continues 
to operate with the same values instilled 
by Frank Paczkowski, Sr. at Frank’s Meat 
Market when he opened its doors on 
Oct. 27, 1928.  “Where Quality Rules.”   
Foodtown’s aim is to please.  Friendli-
ness, Cleanliness, and Your Satisfaction 
is a Must!  Remember, Foodtown, the 
friendly supermarket, is the place for all 
your shopping needs.

South Amboy Foodtown, 611 Bor-
dentown Ave., South Amboy.  Telephone 
732-721-0277; Fax 732-727-5899; e-
mail- FT283@aol.com.

South Amboy Foodtown
“Where Quality Rules”

South Amboy Foodtown has been serving locals for 82 years.  Some key members 
of the talented Foodtown roster are (l-r) Owner Ed Paczkowski, Mike Harvey, John 
Fordham, and Owner Frank Paczkowski.  (Photo by Tom Burkard)

Dr. Tracy Fitzsimmons, President of 
Shenandoah University in Winchester, Vir-
ginia visited Cardinal McCarrick/ St. Mary’s 
High School on Thursday, October 13, 2011.  
Dr. Fitzsimmons’ father was a graduate of St. 
Mary’s High school from the class of 1959 
and served as Student Government President 
during his senior year.  Amazingly, the school 
was able to find his 1959 student records, to 
show them to Dr.  Fitzsimmons.

Dr. Fitzsimmons informed Dr. Juliano, 

that Shenandoah University is looking to 
graduate more students from the northeast 
region of the country.  She came to Cardinal 
McCarrick / St. Mary’s HS to begin com-
munications concerning how Shenandoah 
University can serve the undergraduate needs 
of our students in such diverse areas as music, 
nursing, and business. Dr. Juliano, Principal 
of Cardinal McCarrick / St. Mary’s High 
School is pictured on the right. (Photo/Info 
Submitted)

Dr. Fitzsimmons Visits Cardinal 
McCarrick High School
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Yearbook-Sayreville 1996
By Tom Burkard

When the Sayreville War Memorial HS 
Class of 1996 returned for its final school year 
in September 1995, “You Are Not Alone” 
by Michael Jackson was the top hit in the 
U.S.  The school principal was Dennis Fyffe 
and some of his fine staff consisted of Jerry 
North, Linda Tanchyk, Robert Szabo, Cath-
erine Lonski, Lynne Steele, Brian Heineman, 
Athletic Director, Jack Hefelfinger, Bill 
Scarola, Linda Carney, Lori Rosen, Elaine 
Hall, John Rupp, Debra Golder.

The school offered an unbelievable 
number of academics and activities.  Eric Ka-
plan was the Editor-In-Chief of the yearbook, 
which was titled “Tapestry and Tradition.”  
Erin Walsh was Student Council President, 
while Heather DeGroot and Kimberly Ku-
kulski were co-Editors-In-Chief of “Echo 
Lites” the school newspaper.  Kukulski 
was also president of the National Honor 
Society.  Arun Singh was president of My 
Alpha Theata, and also the Math Club.  Other 
clubs/groups presidents were French Club-
Justin Strawhand; Library Council-Darlene 
Robe; Chamber Orchestra-Erin Hayes.  
Some of the other extracurricular activities 
were; Talented and Gifted (TAG); Academics 
Competitions Team (ACT); Images (Literary 
magazine); C.B.E.; DECA; Improv Troupe; 
International Society; Active Students Serv-
ing In Society Together (A.S.S.I.S.T.); Film 
& Video Society; Odyssey of the Mind (OM); 
TIGS; Chess Club.  The Fall Drama was “I 
Remember Mama,” and the Spring Musical 
was “The Sound of Music.”

Senior co-captains of the cheerleaders 
were Erica Lugo and Kelly Maher.  Carlo 
Alban was president of the Chorus.  Mr. 
Griffin was the advisor for the Sayreville 
Marching Unit.  Jillian Jackson was selected 
1995 Homecoming Queen.

In late May of ’96, 299 seniors gradu-
ated from SWMHS.  The following is just 
a handful of the class, selected randomly.  
Jacquelyn Adamiec, Jeff Andrejewski, Ni-
cole Bellini, Victor Belarista, Dana Bender, 

Daniel Braz, Amy Calello, Shaun Burke, 
Valerie Chernega, Tim Connors, Nickeshe 
Darby, Bill Coward, Carrie Dooling, Chris-
topher Docs, Leslie Dowling, Gregory 
Dzieciol, Cristina Ferraro, Brian Flynn, 
Jamie Grossman, Joe Grankowski, Danielle 
Hardy, Joseph Hanis, Dawn-Marie Jones, 
Todd Janas, Nicole Keller, Raymond Kelly 
Jr., Erika Lebow, Soo Jim Lee, Kelly Maher, 
Brandon Margolies, Christine Medvetz, Mi-
chael McCarthy, Debra Mix, James Meyer, 
Allison Pasewark, George Nowak, Matt 
Pereira, Kristi Peterson, Nancy Protosenia, 
Joe Pryszlak, Dana Read, Kenneth Rayhon, 
Jaclyn Russo, George Roybal, Sandra Se-
minski, Christopher Shaver, Charles Stewart 
Jr., Jason Standowski, Wendy Stratton, 
Santa Torres, Dana Van Pell, Craig Vass, Jill 
Warden, Betony Zelonis, Kenneth Wolfe, 
Kevin Zsorey.

In sports, the Sayreville teams posted 
the following records: Football-4-5; Boys 
Soccer-6-10; Girls Soccer 12-4-1; Girls 
Tennis-4-15; Boys Basketball-7-15; Girls 
Basketball 12-10; Wrestling 3-11.

“The Crossroads” was the #1 hit in 
the nation on that memorable Graduation 
Day in late May 1996.  Kimberly Kukulski 
was Valedictorian and Sanjay Mehta was 
Salutatorian.   

Master Jack Skutnik of Sayreville, held a special Kungfu USA Sifu Leadership Camp recently 
at Independence Engine & Hose Co., No. 1 in South Amboy. Skutnik (In white) instructs 
Josh Streeter of Massachusetts, Nick Baker of New Mexico, and David Hughes of Florida.  
(Photo by Tom Burkard)

Why Are We Here?
By Al Gomolka Jr.

SA Times Poet Laureate
c.1994

Why do we exist?
Why were we born?
Not for pleasure,
Or self-satisfaction…
But to please the One
Who created us.

*Did you know that Al Gomolka Jr. did 
not have a poem in our first issue, Oct. 18, 
1991?  He began his outstanding career as 
The SA Times Poet Laureate a few issues 
later.
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Skarzynski-Reccoppa

The Big Day
Jessica Skarzynski and Michael 

Reccoppa became Mr. and Mrs. Michael 
and Jessica Reccoppa on Saturday, Au-
gust 20, 2011 to a “rockin” reception 
at the St. Clement’s Reception Center.  
Jess is the daughter of Clem and Kathy 
Skarzynski of Parlin, and Michael is the 
son of Michael and Jo-Ann Reccoppa, 
of Old Bridge.  

Jessica is employed by the Rutgers 
University Foundation, as a Fundraiser, 
and Michael is employed by the Sayre-
ville Board of Education as a Computer 
Tech.  

The couple currently resides in East 
Brunswick, but are planning a move to 
South Amboy.

Edmund and Judith Paczkowski of 
South Amboy celebrated their 50th 
Wedding Anniversary on Friday, Sept. 
30, 2011.  A special Mass was held at 
Sacred Heart Church in South Amboy. 
The Mass was recited in both Polish 
and English where the couple renewed 
their wedding vows, originally pledged 
50 years earlier in the same Church.  
Music was sung by the Sacred Heart 
Polish Choir and soloist Jean Marie 
Henry.  The ceremony was attended 

by many of their close friends and 
relatives.  A celebration dinner and 
party given by Ed and Judy’s children 
followed the ceremony, and was held 
at Sacred Heart Memorial Hall.  Family 
and guests were entertained with a 
slide show highlighting their 50 years 
together, along with special remarks by 
their children, expressing their gratitude 
and appreciation for all they have 
done.  A wonderful time was had by all.  
Congratulations to Ed and Judy!

St. Stan’s 
Oktoberfest-Oct. 22

St. Stanislaus Kostka Parish will hold its 
Oktoberfest on Sat., Oct. 22 from 3-9 p.m. 
on the school grounds at 225 MacArthur 
Ave. Sayreville.  There will be a family 
hayride from 3-7 p.m. and then haunted 
hayrides from 7-11 p.m.  Also featured will 
be games, wheel-of-chance, pay-one-price 
ride specials, delicious food including pork 
loin dinner, Bier Garten and more!  Rain date 
is Sunday, Oct. 23 from 1-8 p.m.

Pancake Breakfast-
Nov. 6

The Sayreville Lions Club will hold its 
annual Pancake Breakfast on Nov. 6 at the 
Sayreville War Memorial HS, 800 Washing-
ton Rd., Parlin, from 8 a.m. to noon.  Tickets 
are $6 for Adults, $ for Children.  Tickets 
are available from members or at the door 
of the High School Cafeteria on the day of 
the Pancake Breakfast.

Roast Beef Dinner-
Saturday

Trinity Methodist Church, 815 Bor-
dentown Ave., will be holding its annual 
Roast Beef Dinner on Sat., Oct. 22, 4:30-7 
p.m.  Meal includes mashed potatoes, gravy, 
salad, vegetables, rolls and butter, beverage 
and homemade desserts.  Tickets are $12 for 
adults, $6 for children ages 5-12.  Under 5 
are FREE.  Take out dinners are available.  
For more info, please call the church at 
732-721-3558.
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South Amboy Police Dept. Detective Robert 
McKeon retired on Aug. 31st after 31 years 
of dedicated service to the community.  A 
retirement celebration was held for him 
at Enterprise Snorkel Co. No. 1, and was 
attended by many family members and 
friends.  Congratulations Bob, on a job well 
done! (Photo Submitted)

Attention South 
Amboy / Sayreville 
Residents:  

Sayreville Auxiliary Police are seeking 
new members to join its volunteer force. 
Interested applicants must be 18 years of 
age or older, be able to pass a criminal 
background check and possess a valid New 
Jersey driver’s license. 

Interested applicants can download an 
application from: www.sayrevillepoliceaux.
org, or send a letter of interest to: Sayreville 
Police Department, Attn: Auxiliary Police, 
1000 Main St., Sayreville, NJ 08872. 

Include your full legal name, address, 
phone number and a brief summary about 
yourself.
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MCC Offers  7-Week Session
Middlesex County College is offer-

ing a special seven-week session starting 
October 24.

“For several years now, we’ve had a pilot 
program in which students take two seven-
week courses in Western Civilization I and 
II,” said Aretha Watson, director of admission 
and assistant dean of enrollment and student 
support services. “The class meets six hours 
a week rather than three, and it was very 
successful. It also allows students taking 
our Student Success Courses to finish them 
quicker and go into the General Education 
program. The idea behind this seven-week 
program is based on the idea that some stu-

dents do better if they immerse themselves 
in only one or two subject areas.”

While the program is aimed at stu-
dents who started in September, it is also 
available to those who are looking to start 
college now.

Classes include Introduction to Educa-
tion, History of Western Civilization, U.S. 
National Government, Introductory Psychol-
ogy, Child Psychology, Financial Account-
ing, Business Organization and Manage-
ment, and Principal of Economics I.

For more information, please contact 
the Registrar’s Office at registration@
middlesexcc.edu.

St. Mary’s 50-Year 
Reunion

St. Mary’s HS 1962 Class Reunion will 
be held on Oct. 20, 2012.  If interested, or 
if you know the whereabouts of graduates, 
please contact the Reunion Committee c/o: 
Maureen Farrell at: maureen1945@aol.
com, as soon as possible.  The Committee 
members are: Maureen Farrell, Elena Leone 
Burrows, Carol Sanecki Lord, Jean Henry 
Samuels, Mike Larkin, Peg Reese O’Neill, 
Sue Sullivan Mills, Fran Brown.

Attention High 
School Seniors…

The ELKS Most Valuable Student 
Scholarship Competition Applications are 
available online beginning Sept. 1, 2011. This 
scholarship is eligible to any High School 
Senior who is a citizen of the United States.  
Applicants will be judged on scholarship, 
leadership, and financial need.  Applications 
are available at Lodge # 784, 601 Washington 
St., South Amboy or may be downloaded 
online at www.elks.org/enf/scholars. The 
deadline for submission is Dec 1, 2011.  For 
more information please contact the lodge at 
(732) 727-7170 and leave a message for the 
Scholarship Chairperson Sue Peterson.

Elks Holiday Extravaganza
Elks Lodge No. 784, located at 601 

Washington Avenue in South Amboy is 
hosting a ‘Pay It Forward Holiday Weekend 
Extravaganza’ to benefit our children & our 
community this upcoming holiday season.  
Based on an already existing concept that 
the receiver of a good deed repays that by 
paying forward a good deed to three others 
while receiving nothing back in return, this 
event will teach our youth about helping 
others as well as to inspire others to give 
back to their community.  The date is set 
for the weekend of December 9th - 11th & 
will kick-off with a Tricky Tray to benefit 
our children’s educations.  100% of the pro-
ceeds from this event will be donated to our 
children’s classrooms.  Festivities begin for 
our children on Saturday & Sunday as we 
host an ‘Open House’ free of charge for our 
youth providing a weekend of fun, laughter, 
entertainment, educational materials, activi-
ties and give-aways.  During this event, we 
will be collecting food & clothing for local 
charities & needy families, collecting used 
cell phones for victims of domestic violence, 
collecting toys for the Marines Toys for Tots 
Program & creating holiday cards for our 

veterans.  This weekend, made up of vol-
unteers, is a “win-win” community event!  
Almost everything for this event needs to be 
donated by community businesses, members 
and friends and is a testament to our empha-
sis on “giving back” and helping others in 
need.  All profits and donations from this 
weekend will be donated to local charities.  
We are currently accepting donations of mer-
chandise and gift certificates for our tricky 
tray for this charity weekend fundraiser.  
Any donation, big or small, will invariably 
enhance this anticipated event.  To donate, 
mail merchandise or gift certificates to ‘Pay 
It Forward Holiday Weekend Extravaganza’ 
c/o 11 Glen Avenue, Old Bridge, New Jersey 
08857 or call Michele at 732-718-3125 for 
questions or to arrange donation pick-up.

Remember 
to vote
 Nov. 8th

The late South Amboy Councilman Russell Stillwagon was a dedicated member of the 
Mechanicsville Hose Company No. 1, and his fellow members came out to honor and 
remember him at the dedication of the Councilman Russell Stillwagon Magnanimity Park. 
Russell’s wife Virginia Stillwagon is pictured after the ceremony, by the monument with the 
Mechanicsville firefighters.  (Photo by Tom Burkard)
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The Munck-ee Bar -  Sayreville Men’s Softball B Division Champs!  Back row- Brian Seres, 
Jelly Small, Nick Shaw, Dan DeJoy, Tom Shots, Jeff Lampart, Rich Klein. Front Row- Rob 
Izzo, Mike DeJoy, JD Humphrey, Ed Kern, Jimmy Abbatiello, Chris DeLucca, Greg Fay. 
Missing from photo: Richie Klein . (Photo/Info Submitted)

Col. Dohaney:  An 
Impressive Life

Colonel Martin J. Dohaney, USAF, DC 
(Ret.) died on Sept. 20 after a courageous 
battle with lung cancer.  He graduated from 
St. Mary’s HS and earned his BS Degree in 
Biology at Villanova University.  He earned 
his Doctor of Dental Surgery Degree at 
Temple University School of Dentistry, and 
after post-graduate study at the University of 
Southern California, received his Certificate 
in Specialty of Prosthodontics.   He joined 
the Air Force in 1963, after his graduation 
from dental school, and served 30 years on 
active duty, in Europe, South East Asia, and 
the U.S.   He received many awards and 
decorations including The Legion of Merit, 
The Meritorious Service Medal with OLC 
and the Air Force Commendation Medal 
with OLCs. He served as Dental Laboratory 
Consultant to the Air Force Assistant Surgeon 
General for Dental Affairs.

May God Bless Col. Martin J. Do-
haney! 

Diabetes 
Fundraiser

The American Diabetes Association 
(ADA) is holding a fundraiser at Texas 
Roadhouse, 1000 US Highway 9 South, Old 
Bridge, on Wednesday, Oct. 26 from 4-10 
p.m.  Please bring this article or ask for a 
flyer at the Diabetes table.   ADA will get a 
portion of your bill that evening. 

Sayreville HS HOF
The Sayreville High School Hall of 

Fame Committee is seeking nominations for 
its 2012 Annual Awards program.  Nominees 
must be graduates of Sayreville High School 
who have made outstanding contributions to 
their profession, community, or organization.   
There are many graduates who exemplify 
the high standards required for admission to 
the SWMHS Hall of Fame.  We would like 
the public’s help in bringing these alumni 
to our attention. 

Call Elaine Kubacz at 732-727-0192 for 
nomination forms, or submit nomination let-
ters by November 15, 2011 to: SWMHS Hall 
of Fame Committee, 20 Holly Drive, Parlin 
NJ  08859.  The nomination letter should 
briefly list the individual’s accomplishments, 
contact information, including email address, 
and year of graduation, if known.  If you 
prefer, you can email your nomination to: 
barb.anderson2@verizon.net.  Please be sure 
to include your own contact information in 
case we have any questions.

Holiday Bazaar-
Nov. 19

Trinity United Methodist Church, 815 
Bordentown Ave., will be holding its an-
nual Holiday Bazaar on Sat., Nov. 19 from 
9 a.m. to 3 p.m.  Homemade crafts, gently 
used Christmas décor, Children’s Room, 
Grannie’s Attic, home baked items and 
more.  Luncheon will be served.  Santa will 
be visiting.  For more info call the Church, 
732-721-3558.
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South Amboy Community Gardens volunteers; Barbara Tobin, Melissa Soules-Drill, and 
Linda Flannery update Assemblyman Craig Coughlin(D) on their progress. (Photo by Linda 
Flannery)

South Amboy Community Gardens
At our recent street fair, South Amboy 

Community Gardens volunteers were joined 
by Eileen and Barry Weissman, Master 
Gardeners – trained volunteers who assist 
Rutgers Cooperative Extension Service in 
delivering horticulture information to the 
general public.  The group has an organic 
vegetable garden which has provided fresh 

produce to area food banks and local senior 
citizens. They have also done beautification 
projects around the city, and have more in the 
works. Meetings are held on the first Monday 
of each month at the Dowdell Library at 6:30 
PM. For further information, you can visit 
their website www. samboygardens.webs.
com – new members are welcome.

The Girl On The Float

September Winners
Our expert WWW.?  investigators were 

back on track with last month’s “Mystery 
Photo.”  The readers who correctly identi-
fied the picture as Teddy’s Bar in Morgan, 
were: Chuck Pickard, Marian Mills, Robert 
Richards, W. Tom Kross, Elaine Zonak, Phil 
H., Gerry Sherry, Estelle Pluskota, Kevin 
Ebersole, Pete McIntyre, Larua Zebrowski, 
Janet Kern, Devon Carney, Jane Wortley, 
Dee Ostrowski, Bob Carew, Mary Snover, 
Peggy Yuhas, Charlotte Sadowski, William 
McCarter Jr, Joan Fulham, Christina Olender,  
Pat & Bill Scully, Lynn Loy, Mary Agnes 
Morris, Alfons Marczak, Glenn Lucas, Ed 
Bender.  Congratulations to all!

Bordentown 
Avenue Spring

As a follow-up to an article in The 
SA Times a couple of months ago on local 
spring water, George Wist of Morgan tells 
us that the water pipe where people would 
get “spring water” many years ago on Bor-
dentown Ave., in Sayreville by the Railroad 
Crossing, almost directly across from the 
Sayreville Water Treatment Plant, “Was 
tapped into the Perth Amboy Water Works 
(Runyon), and the main line was running to 
Perth Amboy.  The water pipe was taken out 
because it was being abused.”

Hi Tom,
I was sad-

dened to hear 
of the passing o f 
Gary Mihok, 
as reported in The 
SA Times.  Gary’s 
backyard on Pine Ave. abutted mine (on 
Feltus St.).  He and Mike Keller took me 
under their wing, baseball-wise, and the 
three of us often “hit-‘em-out” on Saturday 
mornings at Vets Field.  Gary was as natural 
a baseball player as I was not, but he showed 
a lot of patience with me.  A true war hero 
also, Gary was one of the guys from the 
Vet’s Field neighborhood that I’ve always 
remembered.  Thank you for remembering 
him also.

Tom House
(Formerly of South Amboy)
Arizona

Last month’s picture of a little girl on the 
South Amboy Elementary School float in a 
parade back in the 60’s was Debbie Medeiros.  
She was the only unidentified girl, and thanks 
to Jane Medeiros, we now have the mystery 

solved.  Virginia Stillwagon identified her 
son Ron Stillwagon, who was on the far left, 
but no one has helped us out as of yet with 
the Point boy’s first name.  

If this photo looks familiar to you, and you 
know where it is, you could be a lucky winner.  
Send your answer in to: satimes@aol.com.

WWW.?

PRAYER TO ST. JUDE
(To be said when problems arise or when one 

seems to be deprived of all visible help, on far cases 
almost despaired of). Most holy Apostle St. Jude, 
faithful servant and friend of Jesus, the church honors 
and invokes you universally as the patron of hopeless 
cases, of things almost despaired of, pray for me, I 
am so helpless and alone. Make use I implore you of 
that particular privilege given to you, to bring visible 
and speedy help where help is almost despaired of. 
Come to my assistance in this great need that I may 
receive the consolation and help of heaven in all my 
necessities, tribulations, and sufferings., and that I 
may praise God with you and all the elect forever.  I 
promise O Blessed St. Jude, to be ever mindful of this 
great favor, to always honor you as my special and 
powerful patron, and to gratefully encourage devotion 
to you. Amen.  Thank You St. Jude. -E.P..
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Music Trivia

James, Jim, Jimmy,  Etc.
By Tom Burkard

1.__Jimi Hendrix   a. Time In A Bottle
2.__James Taylor   b. I Feel Good
3.__Jim Croce   c. Big Bad John
4.__James Brown   d. I’m Your Puppet
5.__Jimmy Buffet  e. What Becomes Of The Brokenhearted
6.__James Ingram  f. Fire & Rain
7.__Jimmy Dean   g. Kisses Sweeter Than Wine
8.__Jimmie Rodgers  h.  I Don’t Have The Heart
9.__Jimmy Ruffin  i. Margaritaville
10._James & Bobby Purify j. Purple Haze

Answers
1j 2f 3a 4b 5i 6h 7c 8g 9e 10d.

The “Eddie Lock Trio” consisting of (l-r) Joe Soos-guitar, Eddie Lotkowictz-accordion, and 
Joe Lotkowictz-Symphony Bass was  one of the area’s top local bands in the 1950’s.  The 
group performed at Manny’s Tavern, Seven Gables Inn, Starlight Lounge, weddings, showers, 
Bar Mitzvah’s and dances.  The Eddie Lock Trio was together for several years, when Joe 
left to go on his own.  He continued his music career, playing for over 35 years with his 
group, The Scibek Brothers, and several other local bands until the late 80’s.  (Photo/Info 
courtesy of Joe Lotkowictz)  

Happy 20th 
Anniversary SA Times
Rock ‘N’ Roll Reunion 
Revisited… After 13 
Years

By Clem Skarzynski
Yup…It’s been 13 years since we all 

got together to Rock ‘N’ Roll, but of most 
importance, without Tom Burkard, and The 
SA Times, whom by the way is celebrating 
20 years this issue, as the area’s “Priceless,” 
informative, local monthly newspaper, 
would not have taken place…I dedicate 
this article to Tom, who’s tireless efforts, 
knowledge, and expertise in Journalism, gave 
us local rockers the idea and opportunity to 
get together on Sept. 13, 1998…

But, again, this all started 3 years prior, 
when Tom approached me for helping put 
together an “article” for The SA Times, tell-
ing its readers of all the local musicians and 
bands in our area that began from 1957 thru 
the 90’s.  A sort of “Bio” of all the “Garage 
Bands” that came and went, and survived 
the years in our local music scene…

Well, that “article” turned into a year of 
research, and 8 monthly installments…At 
around the 4th or 5th installment, Tom brought 
up the “idea” of a “Reunion” of some of 
the musicians, for an informal get-together.  
Well, 2 ½ years later, with Tom’s persistence, 
and the tireless efforts and help from local 
keyboardist and original 60’s rock ‘n’ roller, 
Bill Lotkowictz, the Reunion became a 
reality!  So, to you, Tom on behalf of all of 
us local Rock Star Wannabees,  who took 
part in the Reunion…Many, many thanks 
for giving us the “idea,” providing us with 
all the publicity and your own musical and 
vocal talents.  And, to you, our entire staff 
at The SA Times, a Happy 20th Anniversary, 
and many more!

#1 Pop Hits On Oct. 
22
2007-Stronger-Kanye West
1993-Dreamlover-Mariah Carey
1981-Arthur’s Theme-Christopher Cross
1977-You Light Up My Life-Debby 
Boone
1962-The Monster Mash-Bobby “Boris” 
Pickett
1957-Jailhouse Rock-Elvis Presley

#1 Country Hits On 
Oct. 22
2005-Better Life-Keith Urban
1998-Where The Green Grass Grows-Tim 
McGraw
1984-I Don’t Know A Thing About Love-
Conway Twitty
1976-You And Me-Tammy Wynette
1968-Then You Can Tell Me Goodbye-Eddy 
Arnold
1959-The Three Bells-The Browns

#1 Country Song 20 
Years Ago
Oct. 18, 1991-Keep It Between The Lines-
Ricky Van Shelton
#1 Top 40 Song 20 Years Ago
Oct. 18, 1991-Emotions-Mariah Carey

CYO Dance-1968
On July 20, 1968, the fabulous Satan’s 

Jury rock ‘n’ roll band played at a Sacred 
Heart CYO summer dance.  The news release 
also stated that, “The dance would be held 
in the air-conditioned Parish Hall.  Admis-
sion is $1.  Summer dress rules are in effect; 
boys must wear sport shirts or turtlenecks.  
Jackets are not required.  Girls must wear 
skirts or dresses.”  My, how the times have 
changed, don’t you think?

Christmas Lights/Cannoli Tour
The “Little Slice of Brooklyn” Christ-

mas Light and Cannoli Tour is set for Sat., 
Dec. 10.  The bus leaves Sayreville Senior 
Center at 5:30 sharp for a grand 3 ½ hour 
tour of the very beautifully decorated (and 
very competitive) Dyker Heights and Bay 
Ridge sections of Brooklyn all decked out 
and ready for Christmas.  The Cappachino 
and Cannoli stop at Mona Lisa’s Pastry 

Shop tops it off!  This is a fundraiser for the 
St. Magdalene Church to be dedicated this 
December in Uganda, a long awaited and 
blessed project to our dear friend, Father 
Joseph Lugobe.

Call right away to reserve your place.  
Only 45 places on the bus will be available.   
Hope you can come!  Call Mary Majkowski 
732-266-4160.
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School Sports
(As of Oct. 12)

By Tom Burkard

Football
Sayreville (4-1)-The Bombers have 

reeled off 4 big victories in a row after 
a shocking Opening Day loss to South 
Brunswick.  Delon Stephenson has been on 
a TD tear, scoring 12 TD’s over that span.  
Quarterback Mike Carey has also performed 
well, while Alex Yanuzzelli, Teju Ishola, 
and Isaiah Cureton have been outstanding 
offensively.

Cardinal McCarrick (1-4) Over the last 
3 games, the Eagles have been outscored, 
134-6, but are hoping to turn it around during 
the last half of the season.  Shaquille Brown 
has recently impressed on offense.

Boys Soccer
Sayreville (13-1) The Bombers are one 

of the best soccer clubs in Middlesex County, 
thanks to an array of talent led by Olise and 
Emeka Eze, Thalles Gomez, Al Haji-Sheriff, 
Ryan Christensen, Junior Sosa, Zouhair 
Zamraki.  Brandon Woods and Andrew 
Leibowitz have been fine at goalie.

South Amboy (7-5) The Guvs get plenty 
of offensive power from Elton Cheng, Mike 
Ramirez, Jack O’Connor, Segun Adeagbo, 
Eric Vergara, Steve Herdman, Marvin 
Deausen, Julian Grocholski, Mateusz Rado,  
Gareth Jaunuzzi.   Vergara also turned in a 3 
save shutout against Cardinal McCarrick. 

Cardinal McCarrick (0-8) Shawn Park 
has played well throughout the season.

Girls Soccer
Sayreville (10-3) After a slow 0-3 start 

the Bombers have turned it around by racking 
up 10 straight victories!   The Blue & Gray get 
plenty of scoring and fine defense from the 
entire team.  Leading the offense if Fahreta 
Kolenovic, Jackie Nunes, Alissa Godwin, 
Bridget Giovenco, Nicolette Craig, Alexis 
Rambhajan, Kim Stratton, Nicolette Cetta.  
The talented goalkeeping duo of Jackie 
O’Connor and Kelly Raub have produced 
an unbelievable 6 shutouts so far.

Cardinal McCarrick (4-5-1) Megan 
Costa has been the Lady Eagles big scorer this 
season, and Christina Poetsch has stopped 
many shots as goalkeeper.

South Amboy (4-8-1) Paulina Musialek 
leads the Lady Guvs scoring brigade, and 
receives contributions from Sabrina My-
ers, Stephanie Gay, Brittnee Ramos, Devon 
Cherry, Catie Mota.  Emily Geant plays a 
tough goalkeeper post.  SA bowed in the 
first round of the CJ Group I state tourney 
to Point Pleasant Beach, 5-0.

Field Hockey
Sayreville (7-5) Rachel Harris leads the 

offensive attack and gets help from Amanda 
Kocheran, Deidra Vira.

Girls Tennis
South Amboy (5-1) The talented Lady 

Guvs are paced by Klaudia Maslowska, 
Kimberly Hackshaw and Shannon Van 
Allen in singles, and the doubles teams of 
Amelia Reilly-Sabrina Afaneh, and Joanna 
Joks-Catherine Kosakowska.

Sayreville (4-1) Starring in singles are 
Sonica Khatari, Shivali Patel, and Karen 
Patryn.  The dynamic doubles teams are led 
by Regina Strugala-Amy Uppala, and Hensa 
Joshi-Noor Ansari.

Cardinal McCarrick (0-3) The doubles 
team of Sharron Delgado-Yacteao & Melissa 
Torres have registered the Blue & Gold’s 
only win to date.

Boys Cross Country
Cardinal McCarrick (5-1) Eagles’ 

speedsters include Julius Madden, Juan 
Napoles, Blaise Hode.

Sayreville (1-1) Ryan Moran, Josh 
Goldstein, Dan Torres, Tom Bastaurous lead 
the Bomber attack.

South Amboy (1-4) The Guvs are led by 
Luke Gremza and Anthony Quispe.

Girls Cross Country
Cardinal McCarrick (3-2) Leading the 

way for the Lady Eagles is Kelly Gorman 
and Shannon McCleery.

Sayreville (0-0)  No record available.
South Amboy (0-5) The Lady Guvs have 

had a tough season so far.

Bombers Streak 
Halted At 10

Sayreville’s super boys’ soccer team 
had its unbeaten season ruined by a fired-up 
Monroe, 4-1.  The Blue & Gray entered the 
contest with a (10-0) record, while Monroe 
was (6-3-1).

College Chatter
South Amboy resident and Cardinal 

McCarrick grad, Matt Wiater has been 
contributing to the fine Misericordia golf 
team.  The Cougars set a course record with 
a 315 recently breaking the old mark of 318.  
Misericordia copped a tri-match sweep with 

the 315 over Marywood 325 and Wilkes 332.  
Wiater placed sixth with a strong 81.

Rutgers soph and Sayreville alum, Kene 
Eze blasted in 3 goals in a 3-3 draw with Adel-
phia.  He became the first Scarlet Knights 
player to get the hat trick since 2003.

South Amboy Wins Mayor’s Cup
Coach Tony Gonsalves’ fired up South 

Amboy Governors easily breezed to a 6-1 
Mayor’s Cup game victory over cross town 
rival, Cardinal McCarrick.  The Purple & 
Gold attack was led by Elton Cheng who 

blasted in 2 goals, Marvin Deausen 1 goal 
and 1 assist, while Jack O’Connor, Segun 
Adeago and Eric Vergara notched a goal 
apiece.  Shawn Park scored for rookie Coach 
Greg Babulak’s Eagles.

SA Ties Cardinal 
McCarrick

The South Amboy girls’ soccer squad 
overcame leads of 2-0 and 3-2, to tie Cardinal 
McCarrick, 3-3 in double overtime.  Megan 
Kosa excelled for the Lady Eagles by getting 
the hat trick, while Paulina Musialek nailed 
2 goals, and Stephanie Gay scored the big 
goal to send the contest into OT.

Giovenco Nets 
Game-Winner

Bridget Giovenco blasted in the game-
winning goal with 14 minutes lef, for 
Sayreville girls soccer club, as they nipped 
Woodbridge, 2-1 for their 10th consecutive 
victory, at the 3rd Annual Breast Cancer 
Awareness game.

Milewski Injured: 
Out For Rest Of The 
Season

David Milewski middle linebacker for 
the Rutgers football squad suffered a season-
ing-ending injury to his left knee, the same 
one he had surgically repaired last year after 
tearing his ACL in practice.  He once again 
was hit with the same injury in a non-contact 
play during a walk-through.  

Milewski,  was one of Sayreville’s  
greatest players in history, and in 2009, was 
selected Home News Tribune Defensive 
Player of the Year, and won many other 
honors.  This season, as the Scarlet Knights 
backup middle linebacker, he saw some 
action in 3 out of 4 games, and registered 
one tackle.  

South Amboy’s 
Sofilkanich Leads 
Bishop Ahr

Bishop Ahr’s football coach Don Sofil-
kanich of South Amboy, is in his first year 
at the helm, and after a slow 0-2 start, the 
Trojans have improved to 2-3.   Sofilkanich 
has built a fine reputation as one of the top 
football coaches in the state, after guiding 
Asbury Park to three consecutive CJ Group 
I championships and a 39-7 record from 
2007-2009.  In 2010, he led Neptune to a 6-4 
mark, and don’t be surprised if sometime in 
the near future, Bishop Ahr wins a football  
title along the way.

It was a beautiful  thing!  South Amboy Varsity Boys Soccer Coach Tony Gonsalves (far left) with his current team (in uniforms) and many 
of his former players who all came out to celebrate Tony’s 35 years of coaching.   In the center of the photo is the Mayor’s trophy that the 
boys took home with their win over rival Cardinal McCarrick HS.  (Photo by Brian Stratton)

A PRAYER FOR HEALIng
Lord, you invited all who are burdened to come 

to You.  Allow your healing hand to heal me.  Touch 
my soul with Your compassion for others.  Touch 
my heart with Your courage and infinite love for all.  
Touch my mind with Your wisdom, that my mouth 
may always proclaim Your praise.  Teach me to reach 
out to You in my need.  Help me to lead others to 
You by my example.  Most loving Heart of Jesus, 
bring me health in body and spirit so that I may 
serve You with all my strength.  Touch gently this 
life which you have created.  Amen -T.B.

The Miraculous Prayer
Dear Heart of Jesus, in the past I have asked for many 

favors.  This time I ask you this my special one (mention 
favor).  Take it, Dear Jesus, and place it within your own 
broken heart, where your Father sees it.  Then, in His merci-
ful eyes, it will become your favor, not mine.  Amen.  (Say 
this prayer for 3 days, promise publication and your favor 
will be granted.  Never known to fail.)  -EP
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The Local Sports Memory Machine
By Tom Burkard

From The Local Sports Archives

1984-One of the greatest Hoffman/South Amboy softball teams in history captured the 
county and CJ Group I championships, finishing with an outstanding 23-2 record.  Pictured 
top row (l-r) Coach Rich Klein, Michelle Charmello, Erin Regan, Michelle DeFort, Cynthia 
DeFort, Kim Schuck, Dottie Croddick, Lynn Ust, George Townes.  Middle row (l-r) Tim Gay, 
Caren Stegway, Kelly Reick, Mary Ann Lewis, Tricia Popowski, Dawn Kaiser, Mary Beth 
Toscano.  Bottom row (l-r) Kim Reick, Barbara McCabe, Nancy Garsick.  (Photo/names 
courtesy of Nancy Garsick) 

Glory 
Days In 
Local 
Sports

1955-St. Mary’s 
ripped St. Rose 9-1 in 
baseball action.  Win-
ning pitcher Hal Thal-
man tossed a 5-hitter 
and struck out 12.  Joe 
Matarangolo drilled 
2 singles and had 3 RBI, while teammate 
Joe Bucko laced 2 hits.  1966-South River 
nipped Hoffman, 5-4 in baseball play.  Billy 
Clayton ripped 3 hits, for the Guvs, while 
future pro football great, Joe Theisman 
ripped a single and double off Bob Keegan 
who took the heart-breaking defeat.   1973-
Sayreville throttled East Brunswick, 3-0 on 
a brilliant shutout by Walt Rondesko.  Glenn 
Pearson belted a two-bagger and knocked in 
2, while Steve Makwinski  added an RBI.  
1980-Winning pitcher Dave Gomolka fired 
a 5-hitter, struck out 8, didn’t allow a walk, 
and blasted an RBI double to lead St. Mary’s 
to a 5-1 victory over Dunellen.   Mike Noble 
contributed 2 hits and 2 RBI.  1997-South 
Amboy girls soccer stopped St. Peter’s, 5-0 
on opening day.  Soph Kim Peterson blasted 
in 3 goals, Randi Rone added 2 goals and 
an assist, while goalies Angelica Vargas and 
Nicole Magnifico combined for the shutout.  
2002-The Sayreville football squad won the 
battle of the  unbeatens, and raised its record 
to 5-0 by beating Old Bridge, 13-3.  Quarter-
back Dan Huff ran for a 10-yd. TD, and fired 
a 36-yd. TD strike to Lamar Holmes.  Junior 
Jabbie had 12 rushes for 75 yards.

T.H.E. Game
Year-1977
Sport-Softball
Teams-St. Mary’s 
vs. Hoffman in the 
Cit0y Series.

R e c a p - T h e 
Blue & Gold of St. 
Mary’s hammered 
Hoffman, 19-5, as 
winning pitcher Kathy Redling had the 
biggest offensive game of her stellar high 
school career.  She blasted an incredible 3 
home runs, a 3-run, grand slam, and 2-run 
blast to drive in a school record of 11 runs, 
while going a perfect 5-for-5!

Player-Of- The Game-Kathy Redling, 
St. Mary’s.

20 Years Ago From Our 1st Issue-
Oct. 18, 1991

35 Years Ago

South Amboy 
Sabres Opening 
Day-1975

The South Amboy Sabres Pop Warner 
football teams opened their season against 
Milltown.  The Junior Pee Wees were 
pounded 19-0, and the Pee Wees also fell,  
7-0.  In the Midgets contest, the Sabres scored 
a 7-0 triumph, thanks to a 79-yard touchdown 
on an interception by Ray Kreiger.  Alex 
MacNeil  fired a strike to Shawn Leonard 
for the extra point conversion.

Home Runs Galore!
1976-St. Mary’s girls’ softball squad 

annihilated Roselle Catholic, 32-9.  Win-
ning pitcher Sue Wilson crashed 3 homers, 
a triple and double to knock in 10 runs!  
Kathy Redling blasted 2 round-trippers, 
while Linda Budrewicz, Tina Alvarado, 
and Diane Klein added a dinger apiece to 
the Lady Eagles’ power display.

1977-The following year, SM took up 
where they left off, with winning pitcher 
Redling orbiting 3 home runs, a grand slam, 
3-run, and 2 run shot for 9 RBI.  Anne Noble 
also belted a solo HR, as the Blue & Gold 
rocked Roselle Catholic, 25-11.

Did You Know?
The first fact ever used in my “Glory 

Days In Local Sports” article on Oct. 18, 
1991, read as follows: “1938-St. Mary’s 
baseball nine defeated Perth Amboy Catho-
lic, 4-1, with Joe Crowe’s two-run homer 
winning it.”  *Joe Crowe became the first-
ever high school athlete out of thousands, 
to have his name appear in our popular 
monthly column.

Sometimes Some Things Never Change
By Fran Fitzmorris

Many people who follow sports today 
would agree that we now live in a world where 
people call in to sports talk radio shows and 
criticize players and teams every day.  It’s a 
way of venting one’s frustrations that wasn’t 
available or probably not even thought of 30, 
40, 50 or more years ago.

The following was a baseball game 
played between the South Amboy Eagles 
and the South Amboy Stars.  The Stars were 
made up of older more experienced players, 
and were expected to win.  However, the 
final score was 28-3 (no kidding), in favor 
of the Eagles.  The reporter of the game was 
obviously rooting for the Stars and didn’t 
believe they could lose.  He described it 
“As an exhibition of missed plays, poor 
batting and throwing.  He decided to take 
his anger out on one player from the Stars.  
This would be Cheeseman.  (No first name 
mentioned).

The reporter stated that, “It appears that 
for a few weeks, at least, did not heed this 
advice prior to the 28-3 loss, not to play at 
all, or at least use a crab net for a glove.”  It 
seemed a little harsh to me!  The young Eagles 
played a fine game, and the Stars stopped the 
game after five and a half innings of what 
was supposed to be a 9-inning game.

It was interesting to me that the only 

player besides the Cheeseman name that I 
recognized was the Rea family.  However, 
that wasn’t true with the umpires, who were 
Louis Trinley, John Fleming, and William 
Minnick Sr.  The scorekeeper was H.S. 
Minnick.  The date of this game was April 
25, 1894!

Footnote to the article: Growing up,  I 
knew the Cheesemans living on John St. 
across from the South Amboy Elementary 
School, where we often played touch foot-
ball,   and I could not forget the time when 
I was the holder practicing field goals.  
Their father Frank, who played baseball and 
basketball for St. Mary’s, and was on the 
basketball team that lost a sectional cham-
pionship to St. Mary’s Elizabeth.  His son 
Danny played on the Knights of Columbus 
Little League team with me for 2 years, and 
was often part of the gang that played at the 
old City Hall area year round.

If anyone is interested in contacting me 
about any of my articles or just to say hello, 
e-mail me directly at: blmntabbey70@aol.
com.  I’d love to hear from you.  Here’s a 
trivia question for anyone to answer- What 
was the town of South River first called 
before it became South River?  Let me 
know.

Members of the talented 1949-50 Hoffman High School varsity basketball team got together 
again after 61 years in front of their old alma mater on John Street.  Pictured (l-r) LeRoy 
Letts, Charlie Koerner, Bill Bouchard, Jerry Covell, and John “Skeets” Skarzynski.  Missing 
from photo  were John Kovaleski and George Busch.  Deceased team members are Coach 
Eugene “Jimmy” Dobrzynski, Marvin Wood, John Ciol, and Jim Inman.  (Photo/Info by Joe 
Lotkowictz) 

Sports Roundup (Condensed)
Sayreville’s football team topped Perth 

Amboy, 14-7.  Eric Warden scored the 
Bombers first TD of the season on a 2 yd. 
run.  Quarterback Harry Nakielny fired a 
36-yd. TD bomb to D.J. Cleary with 3:06 
left to win it…Joe Ferraro’s 3 goals and an 
assist led the Blue & Gray soccer club to 
an 8-0 shutout over Perth Amboy.  Chris 
Yetsko added a goal and an assist…Karen 
Hill scored 2 goals to lead Sayreville to a 
3-0 win over J.P. Stevens…The Bombers 
girls tennis team edged J.F.K., 3-2 in the 
GMCT quarterfinals.  Joanne Pachkowski 
won in singles, and the doubles teams of 
Jessica Gondek-Morrell; DeLucia-Kristen 
Mioduszewski  were also victorious…The 
Sayreville Field Hockey team won its 5th 
in a row by beating Piscataway, 2-1,  on a 
game-winning shot by Cathy Drozd with 
3:52 left in OT…The Bombers boys cross 
country team flew by Woodbridge, 22-33.  
Jim Calandriello won 1st place in 17:10.  Al-
len Yuan finished 2nd…The Sayreville girls 
cross country squad lost to East Brunswick, 
18-42, despite a 3rd place finish by Audrey 

Behrens…St. Mary’s boys soccer pounded 
Piscataway Tech, 9-2 as frosh Anthony 
DaSilva notched 3 goals and an assist…In 
SM girls soccer, the Lady Eagles nipped 
Hoffman, 1-0 on Jennifer Mandola’s first half 
goal.  Goalie Becky Moskowitz registered 
a 20-save shutout…St. Mary’s boys cross 
country defeated North Brunswick, 17-38.  
Ray O’Hare finished 4th…Bishop Ahr topped 
the Lady Eagles cross country team, 16-47.  
Karen Fernandez came in 5th place…St. 
Mary’s girls tennis team topped St. Peter’s 
3-2.  Peg McGowan and Mary Jo Zullo won 
singles matches, and the doubles team of 
Tiffany Lasky-Jen Jacukiewicz also captured 
a big “W.”..The Hoffman boys soccer team 
romped over Piscataway Tech, 6-2, as Kevin 
Sturgis poured in 4 goals…Sayreville boys 
soccer hammered Hoffman, 6-1, as Jeff 
Americo led the way with 2 goals and an 
assist…Hoffman girls soccer stopped South 
River, 2-0 on goals by Aneca Matarangolo 
and Krista Ryan, plus a fine, 9-save shutout 
by Jen Ingstrup…

And that’s how it was in a nutshell in 
our first issue ever of The SA Times!

1976
Independence Hose Co. captured the 

South Amboy Babe Ruth League champion-
ship.  Manager Bob Munck’s team consisted 
of Danny Kudelka, Johnny Munck, Mike 
Munck, Bob Geant, Mark Wahler, Tom 
O’Leary, Tony Jaunuszewski,  Ron Morgan, 
Bill Hegedus, John Stefanski, Tom Lakom-
ski, Burk Lambertson, John Mulez, Mickey 
O’Brien, Gerard Marrone, Greg Seres.

Regency downed the Lions Den to win 
the South Amboy Men’s Senior Slow Pitch 
League title.  The team was led by MVP 
Jim Gordon, Jack Phillips, Ray Leonard, 
Gary Lange, Tom Grabert, Jack O’Connor, 
Joe Noble, Joe Belmonte, Eddie Lee, Bob 
Carew, John Belmonte, Jim Shannon.

Lions Den roster featured Rich Klein, 
Bill Connors, Ken Wahler, Reggie Carney, 
Pat Marotta, Don Szatkowski, Joe Castel-
lano, Ed Conroy, Leo Dohan, Gary Read, 
Mark Felice, Pete Inman, Tom Downs, Rudy 
Neumann Jr., Bob Castellano.

The 76ers captured the South Amboy 
Little League Summer Basketball crown.  
Coach Charlie Walters, who also went on 
to guide Notre Dame to the Fall Basketball 
championship, had a fine roster of players 
comprised of Daryl Munck, John Kennedy, 
Tony Camporeale, Paul Klimek, Buddy 
Walters, Ray Durski, Tom Murphy,  Rich 
Doubt.

ANNUAL 
HOMECOMING 
GAME Oct. 29th

The annual Cardinal McCarrick/St. 
Mary’s High School Homecoming Football 
Game is on Saturday, October 29th at 1 pm 
at Waterfront Park.

All alumni are encouraged to support 
their alma mater in this gridiron matchup 
between the Eagles and the Highland Park 

Owls. Come reconnect with former class-
mates and teachers at the alumni tent before 
the game beginning at noon. Food, beverages 
and school gift shop items will be available 
for sale during the game. 

For more information, please call 
Advancement Director, Debra Miller at 
732-721-0748 ext. 243 or email dmiller@
cardinalmccarrick.com
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Fishing Friends

1961-Just back from a day’s fishing on the “Kathy Jean” and gasing up at Becker’s Marina 
for the next trip are (l-r) G. Lang, Ed Dobrzynski, John Kovaleski, and Charlie Koerner.  If 
you look close, you can see the Morgan Train Bridge in the up position in the background.   
(Photo/info courtesy of Charlie Koerner)

McKeon Sets Managing Record
South Amboy native Jack McKeon, 

known worldwide as an outstanding baseball 
manager, made his mark once again with the 
Florida Marlins, before retiring at the end of 
the season.  McKeon, who led the underdog 
Marlins to a miracle World Series Champi-
onship title by beating the NY Yankees in 
2003, took over the Florida club on June 20, 
and along the way became the all-time wins 
leader for the franchise.  On Sept. 15th, he 
notched his 277th victory with the Marlins, 

to surpass Fredi Gonzalez, as they defeated 
Washington 3-0.  Jack said that it was “No 
big deal, really.  It’s nice, but someone will 
eventually pass it.”

The Marlins had a tough season despite 
McKeon’s yeoman effort to turn the ship 
around.  They finished in last place in the NL 
East with a 72-90 mark, 29 ½ games behind 
the 1st place Phillies.  Injuries to star players, 
inexperience, and inconsistent pitching kept 
Florida from having a better year.  

BOBBY MARTIN,  A MYSTERY GIRL, AND 
A REGRET

By  Henny the DJ

I’d like to offer to you two special people 
from the 50’s and 60’s South Amboy past 
that have been on my mind lately. The first is 
Bobby Martin, a prolific scoring machine of 
a basketball player from those days in South 
Amboy. Because he moved here from North 
Carolina and because he went to Hoffman I 
didn’t get to know him in school, but for a 
short time I got to hang with Bobby because 
of our mutual friendship with the affable 
Tommy Deutsch. 

In the late 50’s we went all over town 
to play half court, pick up basketball games, 
and in a town filled with good shooters, at 
that time, for my money, nobody came near 
Bobby Martin. My friends and I “hung” 
up the tank, but Bobby’s turf was the long 
gone, little basketball court once on George 
Street by Hoffman and Arnold Ziola’s house, 
and every time we went down there to play, 
Bobby’s jump shot would bury us and we 
would have to drudge back up to Tarallo’s 
for a post game Coke licking our wounds. 
If I try, I can still see one of his patented 
high jump shots arching through the rim 
and raising his team’s spirits but piercing 
our collective hearts. 

Once he started playing high school ball 
he showed that he could score as well in the 
full court game as he did on the playgrounds 
and immediately became a double figure 
star. If I’m correct, he passed up his Senior 
year in Hoffman to join the Marines and he 
wound up being a star player on his Marine 
base squad. There are certain players you 
don’t forget and he is one of them.

The other star from the late 50’s will 
remain nameless, but she was at our 50th 
St Mary’s Reunion and was a girl that all 
of my guy friends and I looked up to as one 
of the beauties of our class, but way, way, 
way out of our league. Since she was also 
smart and talented we assumed that she was 
not approachable to goofy guys like us, so 
we gave her a wide berth.  And let’s face 
it, usually the girls are more mature than 
the boys in their class and date guys from 
the upper grades anyway; and the boys, 
likewise, find romance beckoning from the 
grades below. 

But now it seems that we had it all 
wrong, because in getting to know the afore-

said yesteryear co-ed through the reunion 
activities I found that she is a humorous, 
intelligent, down to earth girl who worked 
tough part time jobs through her high school 
years and had to put up with as much crap 
as the rest of us. Just the polar opposite of 
what we had imagined. Because of total 
misperceptions, we thought everything 
came easy for her, and she just sat around, 
read movie magazines and ate Bon Bons all 
day. However, we were very wrong and her 
beauty did not spare her from the trials and 
tribulations we all had to bear being teens 
in St Mary’s High School in those so called 
‘Happy Days” of the Fifties.

So we missed out on the companionship 
of an interesting and enjoyable fellow Eagle 
just because of our making assumptions 
based on appearances. I guess if there is one 
thing that age teaches us is that things are 
almost never what they appear to be.

I regret being the DJ for a reunion of 
my own classmates. I missed out on a lot. 
Because in being concerned with the general 
success of the social and musical success 
of the evening, I missed out on spending 
more time with individuals who I, myself, 
had so much to talk about, and very likely, 
will never see again. Some people went out 
of their way to complement me on the job I 
did on the Mike, the Show, the Music…but 
it was a  mistake. 

Historical 
Postcards On Sale

The Friends of the Dowdell Library 
of South Amboy are proud to present a 
limited new series of 9 historical postcards 
of South Amboy.  The postcards depict lo-
cal businesses and buildings on Broadway 
taken by local residents years ago.  Do you 
remember the Safeway Store, or the Eagle 
Package Company, and Scully’s Beauty 
Shop?  Revisit them in this unique series now 
on sale for only $5 at the Dowdell Library 
located at 100 Hoffman Plaza (Adjacent to 
High/Middle School) South Amboy.  For 
more info call 732-721-6060 or e-mail: 
southamboyfol@yahoo.com.
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The Fall Flea Market was a success!  Sacred 
Heart School would like to thank all their 
vendors and visitors who attended our annual 
Fall Flea Market on Saturday, October 1. A 
special red furry visitor was on hand to talk 
with the children.  (Photo/ Submitted)

The Burden of Childhood Back-
packs

Some kids may feel that they carry 
the weight of the world on their shoulders.  
Considering the load many are carrying, 
that’s almost true!  They’re school bags are 
stuffed with textbooks, notebooks, papers, 
pencils, ipods and anything else they can 
think of.

After observing children and speaking 
to other parents and teachers, I learned that 
“pack muling” was not unusual for children 
in elementary through high schools.  With 
over 30 percent of school-aged children 
reporting frequent backaches, it has become 
increasingly important to select the correct 
pack and use it properly.  Here are some 
suggestions when selecting a backpack: 
1.) Adjustable, wide and padded straps, 2.) 
Thick padding in the area that rests against 
the back; and 3.) Several compartments to 
avoid shifting contents.

The American Chiropractic Association 
recommends the following: 60 lb. person, 5 
lb. Backpack, 61-75 lb. person, 10 lb. back-
pack, 100 lb. person,  15 lb. backpack.

As a general rule, backpacks should 
not exceed ten percent of the child’s body 
weight, nor should a pack exceed fifteen 
percent of an adult’s weight.

Books should be separated into sev-
eral compartments and heavy items should 
be placed closer to the back. Be sure to 
place pointed or sharp items away from 
the back.

Backpacks should be worn as close to 
your child’s body as possible, especially 
when walking to and from school.  One strap 
should be worn on each shoulder so that the 
weight is balanced evenly across the back.  
Straps should be adjusted so that the back-
pack rests on the hips and pelvis with less 
strain on the back muscles. If the backpack 
has a waist belt, it should be fastened to ease 
neck and shoulder stress.

As always, an ounce of prevention is 
worth a pound of cure!  Following these 
simple steps will ease the stress placed 
on your child’s spine and prevent future 
problems.

Wine and Beer 
Social

Sacred Heart School HSA invites you 
to attend An Evening of Wine and Beer 
Tasting, Saturday, November 19th, 2011, 
7:00 pm - 9:30 pm at Sacred Heart Church 
Memorial Hall.  

Join us for an evening of wine and beer 
sampling provided by Joe Canal’s in Wood-
bridge Hors d’ Ouevres to compliment the 
tasting selections, music and raffles.  

Tickets are $30.00 per person. 



South Amboy-Sayreville Times   October ��, �011   �1

Before the ceremony, from left, Betty Wold Johnson speaks with Thomas Tighe, vice 
chairman of the Middlesex County College Board of Trustees; College President Joann La 
Perla-Morales; and Hank Bauer, secretary of the Board.  (Photo/Info Submitted)

Guess Who?

1966-Two local youngsters posed for 
this great picture.  Does anyone recognize 
them?  Hint:  They’re not the Everly Broth-
ers, Peter & Gordon, or Simon & Garfunkel.  
Family members are not eligible to enter the 
contest.  Send your answers to: satimes@
aol.com.

Dual Ceremony At MCC
A building at Middlesex County College 

has been named for Billy Johnson, the late 
great-grandson of Robert Wood Johnson, 
and a benefactor of education. The build-
ing, formerly the Technical Services Cen-
ter, houses the Department of Engineering 
Technologies, classrooms, engineering labs, 
faculty offices, and several administrative 
offices.

The honor is to recognize Betty Wold 
Johnson family’s support for Middlesex 
County College. In 2009, the family donated 
$1 million from the Willard T. C. Johnson 
Foundation; half of that was issued as a 
challenge. The MCC Foundation had to 
raise $500,000 from other donors, which was 
matched by the Johnson Foundation. So the 
effect of the gift was $1.5 million.

Mrs. Johnson’s contributions to the 
College have included personal gifts as well 
as funding through her foundation. This 
support has been instrumental in allowing 
thousands of students to attend Middlesex 
County College.

College President Joann La Perla-Mo-
rales thanked Mrs. Johnson for her longstand-
ing support of the College.

“In these economic challenging times, 
philanthropic support is needed more than 
ever before,” Dr. La Perla-Morales said. “It 
is not an exaggeration to say that the Wil-
lard T.C. Johnson Foundation, under the 
leadership of its chairman Mrs. Betty Wold 
Johnson, has been our single most generous 
donor. The Johnson Learning Center, the 
Johnson Commons, the newly funded Vet-
erans Service Center, and now Billy Johnson 
Hall, attest to the support the College has 
received over the years. Middlesex County 
College boasts more than 47,000 alumni and, 
Mrs. Johnson, every one of those 47,000 

alumni and their families have been touched 
in some way by your generosity.”

Mrs. Johnson lovingly spoke of her late 
son and his concern for those less fortunate. 
When his will was opened after his death 
in 1975, his family discovered he wanted 
his inheritance to support education and 
the poor.

In addition, during the September 23 
ceremony, Mrs. Johnson was named the 
2011 L’Hommedieu Award winner at MCC. 
The award was originally scheduled to be 
presented in August at the Fall Convocation, 
but that was canceled because of Hurricane 
Irene.

The L’Hommedieu Award is named 
for Paige D. L’Hommedieu, the founding 
chairman of the College’s Board of Trustees, 
a humanitarian who worked tirelessly on 
behalf of his fellow citizens. It is presented 
annually by Middlesex County College 
to an individual who exemplifies those 
characteristics. The award was presented 
by Thomas Tighe, vice chairman of the 
College board.

“It is no exaggeration to say that her 
philanthropy has enriched the lives of hun-
dreds of thousands – perhaps millions – of 
Americans,” Mr. Tighe said.

Mrs. Johnson, who lives in Hopewell, 
is the widow of Robert Wood Johnson III 
and mother of Robert Wood Johnson IV, 
known as Woody, who owns the New York 
Jets football team. 

“We are honored to have you here to-
day to receive the L’Hommedieu Award for 
service to the community,” Mr. Tighe said. 
“Thank you for all you have done to support 
Middlesex County College. Your gifts have 
enriched the lives of countless students, and 
of generations yet to come.”

SEEKING SPORTS 
HALL OF FAME 
NOMINATIONS

Nominations are being accepted for 
the Cardinal McCarrick/St. Mary’s High 
School 2012 Sports Hall of Fame through 
December 9, 2011.

Thirty-four individuals have been 
inducted in the Hall since the ceremony 
began in 2000 which recognizes outstand-
ing athletes from the high schools’ sports 
programs going back to 1885. A fundraising 
dinner will be held in conjunction with the 
induction in the Spring of 2012.

Although it is preferred that nominees 
attained recognition such as First Team All 
County, All State (any team), etc. during their 
high school years, graduates who excelled 
in college or played professionally can also 
be nominated but must have graduated high 
school before 2007. Past honorees include 
familiar alumni names like former Florida 
Marlins manager Jack McKeon, former Min-
nesota Twins manager Tom Kelly, former 
New York Yankee Allie Clark and twins 
Edward and John O’Brien who both played 
for the Pittsburgh Pirates.

Nomination forms are available online 
at www.CardinalMcCarrick.com or by call-
ing 732-721-0748 ext. 243 to receive a form 
through the mail.



��   October ��, �011   South Amboy-Sayreville Times

Fishing Flashes 
By  Teo “Weebles” Weber

Salt Water
Fluke season, now over, resulted in lo-

cal party Boat fishing for Porgies and doing 
well.  Many Sea Bass are mixed in but must 
be thrown back as the season is closed for 
them too.  Some Porgies are large going up 
to 2 and 3 pounds. Bluefish are being caught 
daily and some catches are very good on 
bait and jigs with sizes in the 8 to 12 pound 
range.  False Albacore have been seen mixed 
with the Blues and their sizes are ranging up 
to 15 and 17 pounds.  My wife and I fished 
on the Capt. John boats out of Plymouth, 
Mass.  We booked two trips, but one got 
blown out and the other was fair with 40 
people only about 30 mixed Cod and Had-
dock were caught.  We saw trawlers in the 
area where we were fishing. Apparently they 
had worked over the 200 foot depth area of 
the Stellwagon Bank. We managed only to 
get 2 keeper Cod, a few shorts, a Ling and 
there were enough Dog fish around to an-
noy everyone. There is a pretty good show 
of King Fish bite in the LBI surf. Most of 
them are a good size too!  A few Drum and 
Bluefish are present.  I tried fishing Shark 
River Inlet for Trigger fish a few weeks ago 
but didn’t see or catch any. I caught a bunch 
of hand sized Sea Bass, a Porgy, plus a short 
Fluke on pieces of shrimp.
Fresh Water

High waters still prevail in our rivers.  
The fall stocking by the State starts on the 
11th of this Month. The sizes of the Trout 
promises to be from 14 to 26 inches.  The 
Delaware River is still high but Catfish are 
being caught in the lower sections. Hybrid 
Stripers are being taken out of Lake Hopat-
cong along with the Walleyes.

25th Anniversary 
Celebration

South Amboy native Sister Carol Henry, 
RSM, who founded Mercy Center, will hold 
its 25th Anniversary celebration on Sat., Oct. 
29, at Berkeley Oceanfront Hotel in Asbury 
Park.  Contact Ariane at 732-774-9397, ext. 
14, or email: araine@mercycenternj.org for 
info on tickets.  Visit their website at mer-
cycenternj.org for more info on the Mercy 
Center and the good works they do.

Auxiliary Dinner/
Meeting

The Ladies Auxiliary of Post #4699 of 
Sayreville will host District #8 President Me-
lissa Modeski with a dinner, and follow with 
its monthly meeting, where the President 
will inspect the Auxiliary books for the year 
of 2011.  All members are invited to attend.  
For more info call 732-264-3041.

Beer and Brats To 
Benefit Veterans 

The Old Bridge Sayreville Rotary is 
hosting a “Beer‘n Brats Oktoberfest” to 
benefit area veteran programs. The event will 
take place on Friday, October 28th starting 
at 6:30 PM, at Sacred Heart Memorial Hall, 
Main Street and Washington Ave. in South 
Amboy. Dave Hoffmann, the brewmeister 
from Climax Brewing Company in Roselle 
Park, NJ will conduct a special beer tasting. 
Samplings will include India Pale Ale, Cream 
Ale, Nut Brown Ale, Extra Special Pale Ale, 
and of course, Oktoberfest. Ticket price is 
$25 and includes Bratwurst, served on She-
boygan Roll, German Potato Salad, Bavarian 
Pretzels, and Apple Strudel. Entertainment 
will be provided by the band, “Reason for 
Being”and a comedian from T.V.’s “Com-
edy Central”. Wear your “lederhosen” and 
receive a special prize!

Advance ticket sales only, and space 
is limited. Call Glenn at (732)921-1468, or 
Jeff at (732)921-1466. Tickets may also be 
purchased at Pride Landscape Supply, 350 
Ernston Rd., Parlin. For more information 
call Jeff at (732)921-1466.
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John Bergmann, General Manager of the Pop Corn Park at Forked River, NJ watches a 
giant  350 pound Aldabra Tortoise eat after feeding him a large helping of lettuce.  (Photo 
by Tom Burkard)

Tortoises Health Improves
By Tom Burkard

The 350-pound Aldabra Tortoise, and 
three others that were rescued from a home 
in the Highlands in September are almost 
completely well after getting their final 
antibiotic medication for upper respiratory 
infections, according to Pop Corn Park 
General Manager John Bergmann. 

The four beautiful tortoises, who are 
originally from Aldabra Toll off the coast 
of Africa, were placed by authorities at the 
zoo, after police were called to a Highlands 

home by neighbors, because they had heard 
loud noises that sounded like screams.  The 
largest reptile has a noticeable area on top of 
its shell,  that apparently came from a special 
epoxy, someone used to cover a hole.   A 
Highlands man was charged with possession 
of exotic species without a permit.

Bergmann and his staff have done an 
outstanding job caring and rehabbing  the 
tortoises and all the other animals at Pop 
Corn Park. 

The SA Times 20th Anniversary 
Congratulatory Notes, Etc.
I can’t believe it’s been 20 years!  The SA 
Times is the best paper in the area!  I for one 
love those resurrected sports articles and box 
scores from over the years.  You provide us 
with a wonderful stroll down memory lane.  
Here’s to the next 20 years!
Pat Douglas
(Formerly of Melrose)
******************************
Tom, 
All the best to you.  Keep up the great work!  
We enjoy every edition!
John Wortley
******************************
Wow…20 years…Beautiful, Tom !
Katie Coman Blumberg
(Formerly of South Amboy)
******************************
Congratulations on 20 years!
John Guiro
(Formerly of South Amboy)
******************************
Wow!  20 years already!  Congratulations!
Mary Snover
Parlin

******************************
Congratulations, Tom!
Mary O’Leary
(Formerly of South Amboy)
******************************
Keep up the good work!  It is appreciated
Lynn Loy
Morgan
******************************
I loved the issue featuring The Rockdaddys 
band opening for The Marshall Tucker Band 
a few years ago at the Seafood Festival.
Emerson Jones
Melrose
******************************
Congrats Tom!  You’ve got the best newspa-
per in Jersey!  It has kept me informed and 
in touch back in South Amboy while living 
in Texas the last 30 years.
Dan Weinman
(Formerly of South Amboy)
Texas
******************************

Dowdell Library Fall 
Fest

Young adults are invited to drop in and 
enjoy the spooky decorations and celebrate 
Halloween at the Dowdell Library of South 
Amboy.  There will be a frighteningly scary 
Scavenger Hunt on Monday, Oct. 24, with 
prizes awarded to the winners.  Come in 
costume to the Halloween “Spook-tacular” 
family magic show at 3:30 p.m. on Thursday, 
Oct. 27.  The library will also have its an-
nual costume parade with prizes for the best 
costumes.  In addition, everyone is invited to 
drop in on Monday, Oct. 31 from 10 a.m. to 
8 p.m. for a “Trick or Treat.”  Enter to win 
a Halloween mug set!

On Monday, Nov. 7, the movie “Cars 2” 
will be shown at 5:45 p.m.  On Sat., Nov. 19, 
a fall program for kids of all ages will take 
place at 1 p.m.  Additionally, the YMCA and 
the library have partnered to present a jewelry 
making workshop for adults on Thursdays, 
Nov. 10, 17 and Dec. 1 (10 a.m.) at the li-
brary.  For more info contact the library at 
732-721-6060 or comments@dowdell.org.  
The library is adjacent to the South Amboy 
HS off O’Leary Blvd.

Digital Preservation 
Workshop

The Friends of the Sayreville Public 
Library will sponsor a digital preservation 
workshop to help library patrons preserve 
personal collections of print, photographs, 
slides, and audio-visual material including 
VHS, 8mm and 16mm film. The Friends of 
the Sayreville Public Library has partnered 
with Innovative Document Imaging, a lead-
ing provider of digital imaging services 
to provide digital preservation services to 
patrons. Once exclusive to industry, IDI’s 
Digital Memory Media brings secure, profes-
sional preservation services to individuals 
at an affordable price. Twenty percent of all 
proceeds from the program will be credited to 
the library. The workshop will take place on 
Saturday, November 12, 2011 from 12:30PM 
– 3:30PM. For information contact Elaine 
at (732) 727-0192.
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THE FIRST TIME
By Elaine Holton Scott

Within seconds after catching the 
Marathon Bus by Ogan’s Tavern on the 
corner of Main Street and Stevens Avenue, 
we passed the curving road on the side of 
Komar’s leading to the barrack-type housing 
of Victory Plaza on top of the hill.  At the 
age of 5, that’s where I was living with my 
family on that hot afternoon in July 1953, 
having moved there only a short time before.  
Sitting alone on the bus seat behind my 10-
year old sister, Joan, and her new friend, 
Susie, who also lived on the hill, I watched 
through the dirty glass window as we rode 
by the empty stretch of land leading to the 
hole-in-the-wall and to Mechanicsville on 
the other side.  Passing Chuck’s Tavern on 
the left, then, Johnny’s Halfway House on 
the right, the bus entered Melrose and soon 
turned right at Check’s Tavern onto Scott 
Avenue.  At the end of the road, directly 
across from Abie Korb’s Junkyard, we turned 
left, passing National Lead and its big Dutch 
Boy sign in the distance, before making our 
way to the Victory Bridge.  Over the Raritan 
River to Perth Amboy we went before turn-
ing right onto Smith Street where the white 
Philip Carey building stood on the corner.  
Heading down the street, Joanie suddenly 
jumped up to pull the cord for the bus to 
stop.  Hurrying down the metal steps, we 
half ran to our destination, the Majestic 
Theater, where we were going to see, “The 
Beast from 20,000 Leagues.”

Buying our tickets at the outside booth, 
we went into the air conditioned lobby.  Not 
being used to air conditioning at all, the cold 
air had felt wonderful, like walking inside 
an ice box.  Breathing the aroma of buttered 
popcorn from the concession stand, we got 
candy instead, candy costing 10 cents and 
coming in the biggest boxes I had ever seen.  
Entering the theater through the heavily cur-
tained doorway, we found places to sit near 
the top, right below the designated Smoker’s 
Balcony.  Totally ignored by Joanie and 
Susie, I sat on the burgundy velvet covered 
seat, silently watching as the room filled with 
kids.  Young men, called, ushers, seemed to 
be moving everywhere in the theater, and, 
soon, one came to our row, wanting to see 
our tickets.  Tearing the tickets in two, he 
kept half before giving “the stubs” back to 
us.  Suddenly, the room became dark and 
everyone stopped talking.  With the whirring 
sound of the projector coming from a tiny 
room near the ceiling, the movie began to 
play on the “big screen.” 

Halfway through “The Beast from 
20,000 Leagues,” it was “Intermission.”  The 
movie stopped playing and the lights came 
on so that everyone could buy more candy 
or popcorn from the concession stand.  You 
needed money to do that, which we didn’t 
have, but taking a drink from the water 
fountain was free.  Before long, the theater 
became dark and the movie began to play 
once again.

Too soon the movie came to an end.  
Taking the same route home but in reverse, 
the Marathon bus came to a stop by Lagoda’s 
gas station right across from Komar’s.  Tag-
ging behind Joanie and Susie as we walked 
up the steep hill to Victory Plaza, I was busy 
trying to relive the day at the movies.  That 
was the first time for me, and I didn’t want 
to ever forget it.

Fifty-eight years have passed by since 
then.   The Majestic Theater is gone;  Victory 
Plaza is gone and so is the hill on which the 
cheap housing stood.  Komar’s was sold, 
and the empty stretch of land to the hole-
in-the-wall had been developed long ago.  
National Lead, employer to half the town, 
is but a memory, just like most of the adults 
from that time in my childhood.  Even the 
Victory Bridge, with its drawbridge open as 
much as it was closed, was replaced by a new 
one years ago.  Everything seems to be gone 
or changed since that hot summer’s day in 
1953, everything, that is, except the memory 
of my first time going to the movies.
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Long, Long Ago

This undated photo is believed to be the South Amboy Yacht Club.  The picture was submitted 
by George Wist of Morgan, who said, “To the best of my knowledge, this was the South 
Amboy Yacht Club.  The picture was in my mother’s old album, and the date is unknown to 
me.  But, I do have a slight recollection of seeing the building as a kid.” Does anyone know 
for sure what this structure is, and approximately what year the photo was taken?  Please 
let us know at: satimes@aol.com.

3rd Annual Fight Colorectal Cancer
(Article Submitted)

On Saturday, November 5, 2011, Fight 
Colorectal Cancer and Rose & Eric Haus-
mann, will host the 3rd Annual Friends 
of Rose Softball Tournament. Nearly 200 
players from New Jersey, New York, Penn-
sylvania and Delaware will participate in 
the all-day co-ed softball tournament which 
begins at 8 am and at the Sayreville Borough 
Hall Softball Fields off MacArthur Avenue in 
Sayreville, NJ. The tournament will follow 
the Amateur Softball Association of America 
rules. An estimated 75 – 100 spectators are 
also expected to attend. The entry fee for 
each team is $300 and all proceeds from 
the tournament will benefit Fight Colorectal 
Cancer.

Fight Colorectal Cancer is the leading 
colorectal cancer advocacy organization in 
Washington, D.C., empowering survivors to 
raise their voices, training advocates around 
the country, and educating lawmakers and 
pushing for better policies. In addition to 
its advocacy work, Fight Colorectal Cancer 
offers support for patients, family members, 
and caregivers and serves as a resource for 
colorectal cancer advocates, policymakers, 
medical professionals and healthcare pro-
viders. Fight Colorectal Cancer also does 
everything it can to increase and improve 
research – at all stages of development and 
for all stages of colorectal cancer. Fight 
Colorectal Cancer demands a cure for co-
lon and rectal cancer and will not rest until 
there is one.

Rose Hausmann was diagnosed with 
stage 3 colon cancer in November 2005. 
During the past six years, Rose has dealt 
with multiple surgeries and numerous 
rounds of chemotherapy. Although she has 
had periods of being well, she continues to 
fight the cancer that is now throughout her 
body. After a reoccurrence in 2009, Rose 
found the Fight Colorectal Cancer website 
and connected with their Answer Line. With 
her personal connection to the disease and 
positive experience with the organization, 
she knew this was a cause she wanted to 
support.

In November 2009, nearly 4 years to the 
day of her diagnosis, Rose and her husband 
Eric held the first softball tournament ben-
efitting Fight Colorectal Cancer and raised 
more than $5,000. A second tournament was 
held last year doubling the amount raised in 
the first year. Eric and Rose also attended 
Fight Colorectal Cancer’s Call-on Congress 
in Washington, D.C. and Rose recently joined 
the  organization’s Grassroots Action Com-
mittee which guides the grassroots advocacy 
efforts of the organization throughout the 
year. “I am grateful for the support I was 
given by Fight Colorectal Cancer and am 
excited to do my part to give back and be part 
of an organization that is making a difference 
in the fight against this disease,” said Rose. 
“As an advocate, I take great pride in sharing 
my story and raising my voice to advocate 
on my own behalf and for all those affected 
by this disease.”

The funds raised from this event 
would significantly impact Fight Colorectal 
Cancer’s ability to continue the efforts in the 
fight against colorectal cancer. “We greatly 
appreciate the generosity of individuals 
like Rose and Eric that support our efforts 
as well as all of the individuals and compa-
nies that participate in this event that helps 
raise much needed funds for our efforts and 
colorectal cancer research and advocacy,” 
said Carlea Bauman, President of Fight 
Colorectal Cancer.

Colorectal cancer is the second lead-
ing cause of cancer-related death in the 
United States and the third most commonly 
diagnosed form of cancer. According to 
the National Cancer Institute, in 2011, ap-
proximately 150,000 men and women will 
be diagnosed and more than 50,000 men 
and women will die from colorectal cancer. 
Specifically, all men and women over the age 
of 50 are at an increased risk for colon and 
rectal cancer. In addition, personal history, 
family history, lifestyle factors and racial 
and ethnic background play a major role in 
an increased risk of colorectal cancer.

OLV Seniors 
Hunterdon Hills 
Christmas Show Trip

The OLV Senior Group is sponsoring 
a trip to the Hunterdon Hills Playhouse on 
Thursday, December 29, 2011 from 9:30AM 
– 5PM. The show being featured is entitled 
A Branson Country Christmas which fea-
tures the Tim Gillis Band and Comedian 
Crazy Elmer. The price of the trip is $75.00 
which includes ticket to the show, full meal, 
coffee, tea, bus transportation, bus gratuity, 
and snack on return trip. Make checks pay-
able to OLV Seniors. The bus will be at the 
lower parking lot of Our Lady of Victories 
Church. 

For further information or to make a 
reservation, please contact Teri at (732) 
727-7639.

Old-Fashioned 
Christmas Bazaar 

All are welcome to attend Trinity Pres-
byterian Church’s Old-Fashioned Christmas 
Bazaar and Silent Auction on Saturday 
November 12 from 9 AM to 3 PM at 367 
Cranbury Road, East Brunswick.  There’s 
something for everyone – hand-crafted orna-
ments and home décor; knitted and crocheted 
items; home-canned fruits, jams and jellies; 
hand-beaded jewelry; handmade greeting 
cards; delicious homemade bake sale good-
ies; holiday gifts for pets; and a spot where 
children can shop too!  Also included is a 
“silent auction” with over 40 themed baskets 
to bid on.  Light breakfast and lunch avail-
able.   For more information please contact 
the church at (732) 257-6636.
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Obituaries
Bello, Rosario “Roy,” 70, of South 

Amboy died on Sept. 26.
Burbank, Francis “Frank,” 83, of Mor-

gan died on Oct. 9.
Conners, Joan E., 77, of Sayreville died 

on Oct. 2.
Dohaney, Col. Martin J., 74, formerly 

of South Amboy died on Sept. 20.
Ferro, Maria P., 85, of Sayreville died 

on Sept. 18.
Homan, Joan P., 74, formerly of South 

Amboy died on Oct. 9.
Janas, Stella J. Pelczar, 92, of Melrose 

died on Oct. 5.
Kish, Mary G. Check, 87, of Sayreville 

died on Oct. 3.
Kwitkoski, Rose Marie Szczepanik, 66, 

of Sayreville died on Oct. 5.
Magee, Lois A., 76, of South Amboy 

died on Sept. 22.
McIntyre, Thomas M., 57, of South 

Amboy died on Sept. 22.
McNamara, Gloria A., 85, of Sayreville 

died on Sept. 15.
Miller, Frances, 83, of Sayreville died 

on Oct. 4.
Moran, John J. Jr., 80, of Sayreville 

died on Oct. 7.
Murphy, Catherine “Kay,” Johnson 

Stegway, 88, of Parlin died on Sept. 15.
Mytnick, Irene, 79, of Sayreville died 

on Sept. 14.
Newport, James R. Jr., 86, of Parlin 

died on Sept. 27.
Olsen, Wayne J., 42, of Parlin died on 

Sept. 24.
Ott, Howard E., 57, formerly of Sayre-

ville died on Sept. 17.
Owens, Jane R., 83, of Sayreville died 

on Sept. 26.
Petner, Frances Grabowski, 87, of Parlin 

died on Sept. 17.
Trawinski, John J., 47, of Sayreville 

died on Sept. 15.
Weber, Mark F., 50, of Sayreville died 

on Sept. 25.
Zubeck, Edward J., 86, of Sayreville 

died on Sept. 24.

Anniversary 
Cookbooks

The OLV Senior Group is selling the 
last box and a half of cookbooks. Be one 
of the parishioners/cooks who own a copy 
of this memorable compilation of delicious 
parish recipes. Cookbooks are still available 
at the pastoral center or contact Teri at (732) 
727-7639. The sale price is $5.00.

OLV Senior Meeting
The OLV Senior Group will hold their 

October Meeting on Friday, November 4, 
2011 at 1PM in Monsignor Dalton Hall on 
Main Street in Sayreville. After a brief busi-
ness meeting, we will have a physician from 
St. Peter’s Pediatric Oncology as our speaker 
We will again be ordering sandwiches for 
this meeting. If you are ordering a sandwich 
please call Geri at 732-257-4351 no later 
than October 30. The selections are: ham and 
cheese, egg salad, tuna salad, eggplant, and 
turkey. The price of the sandwiches along 
with a drink and chips is now $4.00.

Dues will be collected at this meeting. 
The dues for this year will be $10.00 a per-
son for the year – September to June. Our 
meeting dates are:

Dec. 2, Jan. 6, Feb. 3, Mar. 2, Apr. 12, 
May 4, and June 1. All meetings are held on 
Friday afternoon at 1PM except the April 
meeting which will be held on Thursday, 
April 12.

Food donations to St. Vincent de Paul 
are always gladly accepted. 

Our group invites all seniors who are 55 
years and older to join our group. Any ques-
tions please contact Teri at 732-727-7639.

Joseph Casucci, left and Anthony Bruno owners of Fiamma restaurant. (Photo by Angelina 
Tala)

A Flame of Southern Italian Cuisine 
By Angelina Tala

Fiamma restaurant in South Amboy had 
a successful grand opening Saturday night 
luring in over 250 people, with a delicious 
aroma, beautiful atmosphere, live music, 
and great service. 

Fiamma, which means “Flame” in Ital-
ian, offers everything from Southern Italian 
Cuisine, to romantic dinners for two, to 
private lounges, to live entertainment and 
dancing. 

Can’t make up your mind on whether 
or not you want to go to a restaurant? Club? 
Lounge? Bar? Or just have a romantic night 
out with your loved one? Well Fiamma, 
is home to most of your nightlife desires, 
with five rooms; a bar, a private lounge, a 
couples lounge with a fireplace, a catering 
room that seats up to 75 people, and a dining 
room with plenty of room to dance off all 
those calories! 

“The place is beautiful, the food is great 
and its just a must see place…a place you 
can stay all night to eat, drink, dance, and 
just enjoy yourself,” said Paul Giordano of 
Brooklyn. 

Fiamma and their customers celebrated 
the grand opening with live entertainment 
by Joseph Barone singing Dean Martin 
and Frank Sinatra hits, the MGM Guarnera 
Brothers Band, and music by Dj Vin Sav-
age. 

One of Fiamma’s greatest additions is 
their brick oven pizza. “The Pizza is great, 
the food, the atmosphere, the people, every-
thing is just simply amazing,” said Vincent 
Savastano of Hazlet, NJ. 

Head chef Massimo D’Amico of Pal-
ermo, Italy has been in the business for 20 
years starting in Italy and working his way 
to New York, D’Amico has a passion for 
cooking and loves to please his customers. 

“I specialize in Southern Cuisine and 
have a love for what I do,” said, D’Amico. 

Owners Anthony Bruno and Joseph 
Casucci have been in the restaurant business 
for 15 years and are trying to accommodate 
all their customers needs. 

“We are trying to make this place as 
warm and comfortable as can be…and we 
try to offer our customers everything from 
casual dining to romantic candle lit dinners,” 
said, Bruno. 

The Sea Bird Calls 
Your Name

By Dennis O’Leary
There is a native saying
That has a little fame
It’s soon your time to leave your town
When the Sea Bird calls your name
So kiss goodbye your Legions
Hibernians and friends
Hug your little family
--It’s here the chapter ends
But the story yet continues
There is now something more
Though what it is now I’m not sure
I’m still here on this shore
The sun is high, the sea is calm
--Everything seems the same
But one thing that is different—

The Sea Bird called your name.
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Pictured Left to Right at Sayreville War Memorial  Class of ‘76 Reunion are: Bob Gilboy, 
Regina Ruggiano Davis, Pat Douglas, Robin Ruczkowski Rozanski, Kathy Phillips Demko 
and James Ashe. (Photo/Article Submitted)

Sayreville Class of ‘76 commemorates  
Reunion. 

There was an idea for a reunion, then 
2 1/2 years of planning, including a survey, 
and then there was one big party. The party 
happened on September 24th at the Edison 
Hotel in Raritan Center. 166 classmates 
and even a few faculty members attended. 
Members of the Class of 76 (all pictured) 
organized the event and when word got 
around that the reunion was being planned, 
the Class of 77 also wanted to get involved. 
“The More The Merrier” was the organizer’s 
motto! In fact members from the classes of 
73, 75, 78 and 79 were all scattered around 
the rather large, sometimes raucous crowd! 
And they came from all over the country. The 
fun was to end at midnight but these reunited 
classmates partied past 4am , proving that 
the Bomber alumni are a close knit bunch 
who love spending time with each other. No 
one wanted the night to end! 

The organizers had two goals in mind 
when they set out to plan. 1. Keep it afford-
able, and 2. Find everyone from the Class 
of 76. Both goals were accomplished. Every 
classmate was eventually found, largely due 
their (un)official leader, retired NYPD Police 
Detective Bob Gilboy. If they didn’t come 
to this reunion, it’s NOT because they didn’t 
know about it!! 

The festivities began on Friday night 
with a tour of their Alma Mater, Sayreville 
High School, led by Principal Jim Brown. 
He was an excellent host to this group and 
couldn’t have been nicer or more accom-
modating. Afterwards, a group of over 20 
classmates continued their nostalgic eve-
ning with a delicious meal at the Peterpank 
Diner. 

And there began the stories, reminisc-
ing, laughs, hugs, picture taking and partying 
that would continue right on through the rest 
of the weekend! 

The party was set to begin at 7pm on 
Saturday. The hall was decorated by a com-
mittee of some very talented ladies, much 
at their own expense. They beautified the 
room beyond belief. Donated books were 
painted and decorated and used as the basis 
for their beautiful centerpieces. Posters of 
yearbook pictures lined the walls. Balloons 
and bows finished it off, resulting in a fan-
tastic décor. 

A table was set aside for 70’s memora-
bilia as well. Diplomas, Yearbooks, News-
paper Articles, Pictures, Bomber Jackets, 
School Letters, Class Rings and a host of 
other items were displayed. It was truly an 
impressive array, enjoyed by many as they 
perused the table. It was quite a trip down 
memory lane! 

As is tradition with most reunions, a 
display was set up to honor those classmates 
that have passed. The tastefully arrayed 
table included a beautiful poem, pictures, 
flowers and candles. In addition, a memorial 
video tribute was created and shown at the 
beginning of the night. It was a beautifully 
perfected pictorial video, with Eric Clapton’s 
“Tears In Heaven” chosen as background 
music. It was indeed a somber moment….. 
The class honored 3 of their former teach-

ers as well. Mr. Steven Gozora, Mrs. Kathy 
Jasontek Zilincar (Ms.Halenar), and Coach 
John Tyszkiewicz were the honorees. All 
of them expressed deep gratitude and were 
very happy to be remembered so fondly by 
their former students. And the committee was 
THRILLED that they accepted the invitation 
to attend this reunion! 

The discs were spun by DJ PHAT 
DADDY who happened to also be one of the 
organizers (James Ashe) and the classmates 
danced into the night to a mixture of old 
time rock and roll and more modern dance 
music! The organizers presented a slide 
show of pictures from their proms as well 
as old pictures from the town of Sayreville 
and past reunions. All set to music. While 
classmates danced they were also treated to 
slide shows of almost 800 pictures from both 
the class of 76 and 77 yearbooks! 

All classmates received an Alumni 
Directory and a specially designed com-
memorative mug. The organizers want to 
thank the following people for helping to 
make the reunion a smashing success... Sue 
Navickas, Jean Krumbine Petroski, Corrie 
Shell Pomykala, Karen Weller Van Siclen, 
Chris Carroll , Eileen Downs Giovenco, 
Robin Berg, Elaine O’Leary Grimshaw, Joan 
Shaw Zacher, Susan Chaplin Fisher, Vicky 
Catapano Benedetto, Carol Gallagher and 
Cindy Luecke Pope. And all others that we 
might have missed. Thank you all so very 
much!!! 

And, finally, a special thank you to all 
those that attended. They were the driving 
force behind this effort. Without their intense 
enthusiasm, this reunion could not have 
happened. And it was a reunion to remem-
ber! And these reunioneers plan to gather 
at Buddies Tavern in Sayreville every year 
until their next big reunion in 2016! 

For information on future plans send 
email to swmhs76ersreunion@hotmail.
com .

#62 South Amboy’s Commander of its 
Sons of American Legion (SAL).  In addition, 
he worked for 23 years on the Middlesex 
County Road Dept.  Mark Weber, 50, of 
Sayreville died on Sept. 25.  He served in 
the U.S. Navy and later as a Naval Reserve, 
and was activated during Operation Desert 
Storm.  Rosario “Roy” Bello, 70, of South 
Amboy died on Sept. 26.  He was a really 
good guy with a kind work for everyone.  
Frances Miller, 83, of Sayreville died on Oct. 
4.  She was a member and Past President of 
the South Amboy Elks Auxiliary.  Rose Marie 
Kwitkoski, 66, of Sayreville died on Oct. 5.  
She was a secretary for the Sayreville Board 
of Education for 17 years, and the prior 10 
years with the Borough of Sayreville Clerks 
Office.  In addition, she was a member of 
many local organizations and clubs. 

They will be sadly missed, but all 
contributed to making this world a better 
place.

Continued from page 2
Talk Of The Towns
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