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Father Joseph Romanoski, (c )Pastor of Sacred Heart Church, is pictured at the altar following 
the Mass held in honor of the 25th Anniversary of his Priestly Ordination.  Also in the photo 
are members of the Msgr.  John Brady Assembly #676 Fourth Degree Knights of Columbus, 
who proudly served as Father Joe’s Honor Guard.  (Photo by Joanne Luccarelli)

Father Joe Celebrates 25th Anniversary
By Steve Schmid

Jason Pavich of South Amboy was ordained to the transitional diaconate on May 22nd at St. 
Mary Church along with James E. DeFillipps and Dawid J. Wejnerowski.  A beautiful Mass 
of Thanksgiving was celebrated as Jason served as Deacon of the Mass, proclaimed the 
Gospel, and preached for the first time.  Congratulations, and God Bless Deacon Pavich!  
(Photo by Tom Burkard)

Makransky Retires
Sayreville Republican Organization 

Chairman Frank Makransky announced his 
retirement at the June 13th reorganizational 
meeting.  Makransky, who also served four 
terms as a Borough Councilman cited his 
health as the reason for his retirement.  Frank 
always gave 100% in trying to make the 
Borough a better place, and will certainly 
be missed by the Republican Party for his 
dedicated efforts throughout the years!  Our 
best wishes and prayers for your health 
Frank!

Ciak Selected 
Regional Director

Longtime Sayreville Board of Educa-
tion member, Kevin Ciak has been elected 
to the National School Boards Association 
(NSBA), and will serve a 3-year term as 
regional director for the Northeast.

He becomes the first New Jersey resident 
in over 25 years to serve on the NSBA.  Ciak 
is a past president of the New Jersey School 
Boards Association, and also held the office 
of vice president of county activities and vice 
president of legislation.

Ciak was first elected to the Borough of 
Sayreville Board of Education when he was 
19 years old, and has been a Board member 
for 17 years.  He has done a phenomenal 
job in the educational arena and continues 
to progress up the ladder to higher levels.  
Congratulations, Kevin and best of luck! 

Clergy Celebrate
Milestone 

Anniversaries
By Tom Burkard

Four pastors from the South Amboy and 
Sayreville Catholic churches are celebrating 
the 25th anniversary of their priestly ordi-
nation this year. They are Father James W. 
Hagerman of St. Bernadette Parish, Parlin;  
Father Kenneth R. Murphy of St. Stanislaus 
Kostka Parish, Sayreville;  Father Joseph V. 
Romanoski  of Sacred Heart Parish, South 
Amboy;  Father Dennis R. Weezorak  of St. 
Mary Parish, South Amboy.

Celebrating their 10th anniversary 
of their diaconate ordination are Deacon 
Richard J. O’Brien, St. Mary Parish; Dea-
con Donald W. Zampella, St. Bernadette 
Parish.

Others celebrating milestone anniver-
saries this year are:

Father Michael G. Krull, former pastor 
of Our Lady of Victories Parish, Sayreville, 
and current pastor of two parishes, Holy 
Spirit in Perth Amboy, and Our Lady of the 
Most Holy Rosary in Hopelawn  is celebrat-
ing the 25th anniversary of his ordination.

Msgr. Richard A. Behl, also had his first 
assignment as parochial vicar at St. Mary 
Parish, and celebrates 45 years as a priest.

Msgr. Leon J. Kasprzyk, who had 
his first assignment as parochial vicar at 
Sacred Heart Parish celebrates 50 years in 
the priesthood.  

Congratulations to all for your hard work 
and dedication through the years!  May God 
continue to bless you!    

Melrose 
Blackhawks Win

State Title
On Saturday, June 11, the Melrose 

Blackhawks Senior Drum and Bugle Corps 
competed in the NJ American Legion Pa-
rade at Wildwood. The corps re-captured 
the State American Legion Drum & Bugle 
Corps championship.  The Honor Guard also 
won first place in the musical unit Honor 
Guards championships.  The corps is always 
looking for new members.  Please visit the 
Melrose Blackhawks Senior Drum and 
Bugle Corps website at: melroseblackhawks.
com for all information.  Congratulations 
Blackhawks!   

St. Mary’s High School Class of 1968 held one of the greatest reunions in school history 
recently.  One of the most popular teachers back then was Sister Mary Frederick (l), who 
is now known as Rosemarie Bricketto, shown with two of her prized pupils, Tom Downs 
(c), Prosecutor for the City of South Amboy, and South Amboy Mayor Fred Henry (r) who 
enjoyed their visit with her.  See more photos of The 1968 Reunion inside on page 23. 
(Photo by Tom Burkard) 

Rev. Joseph Romanoski, Pastor of 
Sacred Heart Church celebrated the 25th 
Anniversary of his priestly ordination with 
a special Mass of Thanksgiving on June 
5.  The 3 p.m. Mass was celebrated with 
family members, parishioners, and visiting 
priests from the area.  Members of the 4th 
Degree Knights of Columbus John F. Brady 
Assembly, provided an Honor Guard.  Fol-
lowing the Mass, the celebration continued 
at Memorial Hall across the street, as people 
sat down for a delicious buffet dinner.

Leaders of various parish organiza-
tions expressed their love and admiration 
for Father Romanoski, and his 18 years 

of service as Sacred Heart Pastor.  They 
also saluted his enthusiasm and support for 
these organizations.  Walter Romanoski, 
Father Joe’s brother, recounted stories of 
their childhood growing up in Manville, as 
a slide show pictured him as a young boy 
through elementary and high school, plus 
seminary school.

Father Romanoski was born in New 
Brunswick, and is one of seven children 
of the late Martin Paul and Margaret Mary 
Wincey Romanoski.  He was a student at 
Weston School, attended his home parish 
school of Sacred Heart, and graduated from 

continued on page 25

Sayreville’s Primary
Election Results
Mayor-Stanley Drwal (D) 574; Ken-

nedy O’Brien (R) 202.  Borough Council (2 
Seats) Mary J. Novak (D) 564, Lisa Eicher 
(D) 549; Kelly Reilly (R) 198; Paula Sia-
kiewicz (R) 193.

Jean Kline, principal of Cardinal McCarrick/
St. Mary High School for the past six years 
announced that she will not return for the 
new school year in September.  Jean did 
an outstanding job and will be truly missed.  
Good luck and God bless, Jean!  (Photo by 
Brian Stratton)

New Fire Chief-Jamie Norek will be sworn 
in on July 1st as South Amboy’s new Fire 
Chief, succeeding Pat Bielak who turned in 
a magnificent job.  Congratulations and best 
of luck, Jamie!  (Photo by Brian Stratton)
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Jack Is Back!-South Amboy native Jack 
McKeon is back as manager of the Florida 
Marlins Major League Baseball team.  The 
80-years young manager will try to turn the 
Florida fortune around as he did in 2003, 
when he took his team to the World Series 
Championship over the NY Yankees.  See 
story on page 29.
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Ed Paczkowski (r) owner of South Amboy Foodtown, presents a $500 Foodtown gift card 
to Amy Russo of South Amboy, who was the winner in a customer survey contest.  Amy’s 
children Taylor and Jon are pictured with their happy mother.  (Photo by Tom Burkard)

Talk Of The Towns
By Tom Burkard

Confectionately Yours
Sayreville residents Joe and Mary 

Gondek are the proprietors of one of the 
most outstanding eateries in the area, Con-
fectionately Yours, which is located at 339 
Route 27 in Franklin Park.  Their logo says 
“Eats, Sweets, and Treats,” and that certainly 
is true!   This place features outstanding 
entrees, soups, salads and wraps, and just 
about anything you can think of.  In addi-
tion, Confectionately Yours has countless 
tasty selections for those with a sweet tooth, 
including their famous homemade ice cream.  
In addition, all sundaes are served with 
whipped cream and a cherry!  Stop in and 
see local residents Joe and Mary Gondek at 
their popular, new state-of-the art Confec-
tionately Yours business!
“Inky” Will  Be Missed

Dieker’s Farm owners Jim and Jean 
Dieker have been saddened by the recent 
death of their faithful companion, “Inky,” a 
Black Lab who was a fixture at their market 
for close to 14 years.  According to Jean, 
many regular customers have been asking 
about “Inky”, and “Were surprised and didn’t 
really know how sick he was.”  Jim said that 
“Inky” was just 2 weeks shy of 14 years old 
when he passed.”  Jim also praised Vet Dr. 
Lisa Toolen who “Came over on Sundays 
to check on “Inky” and give him his medi-
cation.  I’ve had all kinds of animals over 
the years, and the hardest thing was finding 
a good vet, and now that I found one, we 
don’t have any more animals on our farm.  
If I ever get any more animals, I’ll definitely 
go to Dr. Toolen.  We can’t replace “Inky,” 
and need time before we consider getting 
another dog.”
In Memoriam

Kevin Michalik, 49, formerly of Sayre-
ville died on May 29.  He retired from the 
U.S. Air Force in 2004 after 23 years with 
the rank of Master Sergeant.  Kevin served 
with the 82nd Airborne Flying Tigers.  Vir-

Pleasant Little 
Trivia

By Tom Burkard
1.What year did the Empire Theatre in 

South Amboy burn down?  a.1950 b.1954 
c.1966

2.What was the name of the How-
ard Johnson’s lounge on Rt. 9 in Sayre-
ville, in 1981?  a.Hideaway b.Discovery 
c.Promises

3.In 1984, “The Purple Rose of Cairo” 
was filmed at this South Amboy Diner?  
a.Raritan b.Starlight c.Broadway

4.In what section of Sayreville was 
The Tunnel located?  a.Morgan b.President 
Park c.Melrose

5.What year were scenes from the movie 
“Coyote Ugly” shot in South Amboy?  a.1995 
b.1999 c.2001

6.This Sayreville bar was not lo-
cated in Melrose?  a.Duffy’s b.The Flame 
c.Dusko’s

7.What year did the Seastreak Ferry 
service begin in South Amboy?  a.2000 
b.2002 c.2004

8.How many Post Offices are located 
in the Borough of Sayreville?  a.one b.two 
c.three

9.President of the South Amboy Histori-
cal Society in 1976?  a.Bill Marshall b.Alice 
Kupper  c.John Raymond

10.President of the Sayreville Exempt 
Firemen’s Association in 1980?  a.Frank 
Wisniewski b.Richard Gaul c.Robert Waitt

11.Hoffman High’s Valedictorian in 
1975?  a.Georgianna Pszolka b.Katherine 
Kulcsar c.Michael Mientkiewicz

12.President of the Sayreville Lions 
Club in 1980?  a.Paul Hill b.John Kriskowski 
c.Benjamin Balonski 

Answers
1a 2b 3a 4c 5b 6c 7b 8c 9b 10b 11a 
12a. 

continued on page 13

South Amboy Branch YMCA 
Congratulates Local High School Grads

OLV Senior Group’s Ladies Outing to 
Lancaster

The YMCA of Metuchen, Edison, 
Woodbridge & South Amboy is dedicated to 
nurturing young children, supporting local 
families, and strengthening our community.  
As families in our community are celebrating 
the academic achievements of their loved 
ones, we would like to extend our congratula-
tions to all local high school graduates!  The 
South Amboy Branch YMCA would like to 

extend a special congratulations to our Y 
employees that have graduated this month: 
Rebecca Bavaro, Rebecca Beshada, Colleen 
Brown, Kailee Colatrella, Ashley DiRobbio, 
Rachel Hulsart, Natasha Kieselowsky, Debra 
Norek, Robert Nunes, Dan Ronan, Melody 
Smith, Kasey Steinberg, Kelsie Teehan, Nick 
Ungano and Bridget Winkler.  We wish you 
the best in all of your future endeavors!

The OLV Senior Group is planning a 
Ladies Outing to Lancaster on Saturday, Oc-
tober 15, 2011. The cost of the trip is $60.00. 
This includes motor coach transportation, 
a delicious lunch at Shady Maple, snacks 
on the bus, tips and gratuities. The bus will 
leave the OLV lower parking lot at 9AM. 
The first stop will be lunch at Shady Maple. 

Next, the group will have the opportunity 
to tour the stores in Kitchen Kettle Village. 
Next, the group will have time to shop at the 
Rockvale Outlets. Dinner will be on your 
own. The bus will return at approximately 
9PM. For further information or to reserve 
a seat for this trip, please contact Geri at 
(732) 257-4351.
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Sacred Heart School held its First Annual Talent Show last week and it was a huge success.  
The performers all wowed the crowd and had a great time while performing.
See winners on page 20.  There are plans to hold another show in 2012, so start practicing!  
(Photo by Brian Stratton)

Longtime local umpire Benny “Budniak” 
Kolodziejski recently passed away.

Benny “The Umpire” Dies
By Tom Burkard

South Amboy’s “Benny” Kolodziejski, 
96, who was one of the most respected um-
pires in the area died on June 1st.  Benny 
umpired mostly in local leagues, as well 
as county and state games for 30 years.  In 
high school, he was an All-County, and 
All-State catcher for St. Mary’s in 1932.  
Kolodziejski was a varsity star for 4 years 
in baseball, basketball and track & field.  
Baseball Coach Anton “Molly” Maliszewski  
changed  Kolodziejski’s last name to Bud-

niak, and that’s how it appears in all of the 
old boxscores from that era.  In an interview 
4 years ago, Benny told me that his name 
was changed because “Kolodziejski was too 
long, and Budniak was easier to spell.”

After high school, he tried out and was 
signed to an $85 contract with the St. Louis 
Cardinals, and then went to a tryout with the 
New York Giants, and they wanted him to 
break the pact with the Cardinals and sign 
with them.  However, he fell in love and 
decided to get married instead, and never 
played pro ball.

Benny worked for many years at the 
Cable Works, and also for over 25 years 
with the Middlesex County Road Dept., 
where he worked his way up to foreman, a 
post he held for 15 years until he retired.  I 
will never forget a South Amboy Babe Ruth 
League game that he was umpiring in ’66, 
and I was playing first base.   He was about 
12 feet away from me, umpiring the bases, 
near first, and I heard him holler, and he 
called time out while taking his ump’s cap 
off.  I went over, and there was blood com-
ing out of his head, and an arrow was lying 
on the ground next to him.  Someone from 
the Project was shooting a bow and arrow 
in the air, and it hit Benny.  The game was 

continued on page 22
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Yearbook-Hoffman 1991
By Tom Burkard

During the first week of school in Sep-
tember 1990, the local band, Bon Jovi was 
topping the national music charts with “Blaze 
of Glory,” and Hoffman High’s Class of ’91 
was gearing up for its big final year.

William Beattie was school principal, 
and some of his talented faculty consisted 
of: John Bernosky, Mr. D’Ambrosia, Mrs. 
Rim, Ms. Wiliams, Mrs. Inman, Richard 
Gore, and Miss Folis.  Mrs. Donnelly was 
the School Nurse.

The yearbook, titled “Endnotes,” was 
dedicated to Rich Klein and Joe Miceli.  
Tangereen Kraus and Nancy Van Reed were 
Editors-In-Chief of the yearbook.  Senior 
Class officers were: President-Jim Hoehman; 
Vice-President-Tangereen Kraus; Secretary-
Stacey White; Treasurer-Ken Krass.  Gary 
Kuhn was President of the National Honor 
Society.

Spirit Week was held Dec. 17-22, 1990, 
and everyone had a blast.  The week featured 
Slave Day, Toga Day, Purple & Gold Day, 
and other great activities.  The Mr. Hoffman 
contest was held on Feb. 28, 1991, and Ryan 
Tooker was the winner.  HGHHS also offered 
many clubs and organizations such as the Ski 
Club, Peer Leadership, Newspaper, Light-
ing Club, Band, Prom Comittee, National 
Honor Society, Ecology Club, Decathlon of 
Knowledge, Math Contest, Literary Maga-
zine, Chorus, History Club, SADD.

Some of the 42 seniors randomly 
selected include: Stephen Ala, Belinda 
Baran, Debra Barnes, Charles Brinkerhoff, 
Cheryl Cieslarczyk, Marco Cavallo, Tracy 
Darabos, Christine Forrer, Maria Gaito, 
Carolyn Guikoff, Jason Ingstrup, Gustave 
Kaiser, Jamie Lynn Kane, Michele Lang, 
Mary Malinowski, Deborah McCloud, 
Sherilyn Milochik, Scott Murphy, Cherice 
Read, Tracy Parfianowicz, Donald Roberts, 
Robert Stegway, Maria Skrzynlarz, Tara 
Tingle, John Wranovics.

Can you match any of these nicknames 
with the above: BoDude, Booberrie, “J,” 

Airhead, Ethal, Gomez, Du-Melon, Mona, 
Wanda, Sam, Bindy, Munchie, Chop, Sabo, 
Jimbo, Twanski, Forber, Tangee.

In early 1991, the U.S. was involved 
in Desert Storm, and patriotism was at a 
high level everywhere, including Hoffman 
High School.

Top notch senior athletes included: Erin 
Arnold, Robert DeLude, Bobbie-Jo Hermes, 
Melissa Herrick, Jim Hoehman, Richard 
Hulsart, James Keegan, Colleen Kozak, 
Anthony Kosmoski, Kenneth Krass.  Gary 
Kuhn, (who scored over 1,000 points in his 
career, captured the Middlesex County scor-
ing title), Ronald Andrew Sabine, Allison 
Stickle, Stacey White.

Mariah Carey’s “I Don’t Wanna Cry” 
was the #1 hit in the nation as Hoffman 
High’s Class of 1991 attended its commence-
ment exercises.  HGHHS Class of ’91 was 
a fine and dedicated group, with very bright 
futures ahead. 

Once A Golf Course
By Al Gomolka Jr.

Times Poet Laureate
c. 1974

This was once a golf course
Now fairways full of weeds

The greens lie like lawns forgotten
On this land that no one needs

The old oaks and elms now rotten
The sand traps blown away

And gulleys gut the once green landscape
A vision of yesterday

Even the duffted tees stand bare
Of the white balls and their shooters…

The only things that look the same
Are the blue sky and the birds

I won’t ever play her fame
But I’ll regret her here with words.   

Maria Catallo of Sayreville is pictured with her grandchildren, twins Grayson and Grace, 
who were born on Election Day, November 2, 2010.  The patriotic trio was on their way to 
the Sayreville Memorial Day Parade.  (Photo by Tom Burkard) 
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1940’s-Remember when the Baldwin Locomotive would make one of its stops in South 
Amboy?  Note the old car from the 40’s to the left of the Baldwin, parked on John Street 
near Broadway.  (Photo submitted)

Art Auction-June 28
An Art Auction will be held on Tues-

day, June 28 at St. Mary’s Little Theater on 
Stevens Ave. in South Amboy.  Doors open 
at 7 p.m., and bidding starts at 8 p.m.  An 
extensive collection of over 130 Museum 
quality reproductions of artwork by Michel-
angelo, Picasso, Norman Rockwell, Thomas 
Kinkade and many more will be featured.  
There is something for everyone’s liking.  
Opening bids will be reasonable.  Light 
refreshments will be served.  Admission is 
FREE.  This will be a pleasant social eve-
ning with a lot of excitement as the bidding 
becomes serious on some of the major works 
of art.  All profits go directly to St. Mary’s; 
there isn’t a middleman involved; the parish 
owns all the art being auctioned.  For more 
info call 732-721-0179.

OLV Senior 
Cornucopia Sunday 
Brunch Cruise

The OLV Senior Group is sponsoring 
a trip on Sunday, August 21, 2011 on the 
Cornucopia Princess. The cost of the trip 
will be $60.00 and includes the cruise, 
brunch, both breakfast and lunch choices, 
music and dancing, taxes and gratuities The 
ship will board passengers at 11:30AM at 
the Perth Amboy Pier, 401 Riverview Dr in 
Perth Amboy. The ship will sail at 12 noon 
and return at 2:30PM.  For information or 
to make reservations for the cruise, please 
contact Geri at (732) 257-4351.

A PRAYER FOR HEALING
Lord, you invited all who are burdened to come 

to You.  Allow your healing hand to heal me.  Touch 
my soul with Your compassion for others.  Touch 
my heart with Your courage and infinite love for all.  
Touch my mind with Your wisdom, that my mouth may 
always proclaim Your praise.  Teach me to reach out 
to You in my need.  Help me to lead others to You by 
my example.  Most loving Heart of Jesus, bring me 
health in body and spirit so that I may serve You with 
all my strength.  Touch gently this life which you have 
created.  Amen -T.B.

The Miraculous Prayer
Dear Heart of Jesus, in the past I have asked for many 

favors.  This time I ask you this my special one (mention 
favor).  Take it, Dear Jesus, and place it within your own 
broken heart, where your Father sees it.  Then, in His merci-
ful eyes, it will become your favor, not mine.  Amen.  (Say 
this prayer for 3 days, promise publication and your favor 
will be granted.  Never known to fail.)  -EP
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Fabulous 40’s

Summer Fun-The Bergen Hill and Fishtown Rockettes are pictured in 1945 at Nordling’s 
backyard on Washington Ave. in South Amboy.  (L-R) Teresa Howley Stollery, Joan Nordling 
Carroll, Jean Reilly Render, Stella Knast Chrinko, Erma Howley, Joan Dooling Conroy, 
Claire Nordling Jacques, Jean Nordling Myslinski.  (Photo/info courtesy of Jean Nordling 
Myslinski)

Fr. Marian Celebrates 20th Anniversary
By Steve Schmid

Golf Outing-Sept. 30
Cardinal McCarrick/St. Mary’s High 

School will hold its 2nd Annual Golf Out-
ing on Friday, Sept., 30th starting at 8 a.m. 
at Pebble Creek Golf Course in Colts Neck.  
For more information and to register, contact 
Debra Miller, Advancement Director at 732-
721-0748 ext. 243, Fax: 732-727-7018, or 
e-mail: dmiller@CardinalMcCarrick.com.

Blood Drive
Every two seconds someone needs blood.  

Some people need regular transfusions to live.  
Save a life today and donate blood! Sayre-
ville Public Library, Tuesday, July 26 
from 2:30PM-7PM in the meeting room. 

Second Annual Raritan River Float

The Second Annual Raritan River Float took place on Sunday, June 12, 2011. This event 
was spearheaded by Dr. Judy Shaw of the Bloustein School at Rutgers University. It is part 
of the Raritan River Initiative that makes the public aware of taking care of the waterways 
of our state. The boaters arrived with canoes and kayaks to travel the 5.7 miles route from 
Boyd Park in New Brunswick to Buchanan Park in Sayreville. The group was welcomed by 
members of the Sayreville Environmental Commission: Paula Siarkiewicz, Chairwoman, 
Teri Yetsko, Co-Chair, Deborah Lee, Karen Surratt, Linda Kanc, and Ernest Read. During 
the welcoming ceremony, Judy Gary sang the national anthem. Mayor Kennedy O’Brien and 
Assemblyman Craig Coughlin praised the group for their efforts to ensure clean waterways. 
John Mooney, a representative of O’Neill Properties, also spoke to the group. The boaters 
were treated to a picnic lunch catered by Sayreville Diner. (Photo/Info Submitted)

Cardinal McCarrick/
St. Mary’s

Graduates 104
Cardinal McCarrick/St. Mary’s High 

School graduated 104 seniors on June 4.  
Alexa Tsaptsimos was valedictorian and 
Edward Molina the salutatorian.  Congratu-
lations to all! 

Plumacker, 
Kwitkoski 
Promoted

The Borough of Sayreville Police Dept. 
recently promoted two veteran officers.  Dan-
iel Plumacker, an 11-year veteran was pro-
moted to Lieutenant, and 14-year policeman 
John Kwitkoski was promoted to Sergeant.  
Congratulations and best of luck!

Father Marian Drozd, Parochial Vicar 
at Sacred Heart Church, celebrated his 20th 
Anniversary of his priestly ordination.  A 
special Mass was held in his honor June 
12.  The Knights of Columbus 4th Degree 
John F. Brady Assembly 676 served as 
Honor Guard.

Afterwards, fellow priests, parishioners, 
and friends enjoyed a reception at Memorial 
Hall across the street.  Father Drozd was 
ordained June 15, 1991 in the Diocese of 
Rzeszow, Poland.  He was born in Krzem-
ienna Poland to Zdzislaw and the late Jozefa 
Drozd.  He is one of 8 children.

Father Drozd served in parishes in 
Ontario, Canada before he came to the U.S.  
He has served as Parochial Vicar of St. Mary 
Czestochowa Parish, Bound Brook, St. 
Cecilia Parish, Iselin, and St. John the Evan-
gelist Parish, Lambertville in the Metuchen 
Diocese.  Father Marian is popular with the 
Sacred Heart Polish community, and is very 
active by encouraging children to study 

Polish and sing Polish songs.  He celebrates 
two Polish Masses each weekend at Sacred 
Heart.  We wish him continued success and 
happiness as he works tirelessly with the 
Polish community in the parish.  God Bless 
Father Marian!
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Big Fish-Joe Trpisovsky recently caught this huge 42-inch, 30-pound striped bass from 
a kayak off Long Beach Island.  Joe is the son of former South Amboy residents Frank 
Trpisovsky and Jeanne Rogers, and grandson of former South Amboy Councilman Ken 
Rogers.   He recently graduated  from Florida State University with a Masters Degree in 
Mechanical Engineering. (Photo/info submitted)

Sayreville Police Officer Joe Przybylowski with some students of Garden Friends Early 
Learning Center. They participated in a Trike-a-Thon for St. Jude’s Research Hospital raising 
$1700 for the charity. Officer Przybylowski spoke with the students about bike safety and 
they shared the important lessons they learned through the week. Terri Kelly, pictured far 
right, is the owner/director of the school. (Photo/Info Submitted)

Polanka Veterans 
Park Reopens

The Polanka Veterans Park, located in 
South River on William Street, has reopened 
for the summer.  All guests are welcome on  
Sundays 12 noon to 8 p.m.   The park features 
delicious Polish food, fun and music.  Site 
rentals are available by calling 732-254-
8800 or going to the website: polankacnj@
aol.com.

Discovering 
Alfred Hitchcock-
The Master of 
Suspense!

Sir Alfred Hitchcock directed over 60 
films spanning more than half a century. With 
a distinctive style, both in front and behind the 
camera, his movies have influenced genera-
tions of filmmakers. Watching classic scenes 
from “Rear Window”, “North by Northwest”, 
“Psycho”, and “The Birds,” we discover what 
made Hitchcock, “the master of suspense.” 
Presenter Chris Messineo is an award-win-
ning filmmaker, a fanatical student of cinema, 
and an accomplished lecturer. Sharing scenes 
from classic films and anecdotes about the 
making of them, Chris dissects the work of 
the masters with wit and insight into the craft 
of filmmaking. Sayreville Public Library, 
Wednesday, July 6 at 6:30PM. Register 
online or contact Alaina Dowd at 732-727-
0212 ex. 25, or email: alainad@lmxac.org. 

PRAYER TO ST. JUDE
(To be said when problems arise or when one seems 

to be deprived of all visible help, on far cases almost 
despaired of). Most holy Apostle St. Jude, faithful servant 
and friend of Jesus, the church honors and invokes you 
universally as the patron of hopeless cases, of things 
almost despaired of, pray for me, I am so helpless and 
alone. Make use I implore you of that particular privilege 
given to you, to bring visible and speedy help where help 
is almost despaired of. Come to my assistance in this 
great need that I may receive the consolation and help of 
heaven in all my necessities, tribulations, and sufferings., 
and that I may praise God with you and all the elect 
forever.  I promise O Blessed St. Jude, to be ever mindful 
of this great favor, to always honor you as my special and 
powerful patron, and to gratefully encourage devotion to 
you. Amen.  Thank You St. Jude. -E.P..
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Local regulars enjoying Waterfront Park each evening, and affectionately known as “The 
Scully Gang,” take a break from chatting about local news and their day’s activities, to pose 
for a photo for their favorite local newspaper, The SA Times.  (Photo by Tom Burkard) 

Thank you to the South Amboy 1st Grade Daisy Scout Troop for a successful South Amboy 
Waterfront Beach Clean up!  The Troop earned their “Help the Earth” Badge by organizing 
a beach clean up with their friends and families.  They collected bags of garbage to help 
save the Earth and make our beach a more beautiful place.
Pictured from left to right (Raquel Yanez, Cori LaVigne, Elizabeth Fookson, Emily Drill, 
Olivia Levine, Alexandra Zaretsky, Leena Fookson - missing from picture Maggie Whiteley) 
(Photo/Info Submitted)
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Renee Gatz(l), a former Sayreville resident, was the featured author in the Friends of the 
Sayreville Public Library program, Meet the Author, on Saturday, May 21, 2011. Renee 
spoke about her new book, “Wise Words & Witty Expressions.” Renee compiled various 
sayings she heard from her parents during her upbringing and used them as inspirations 
for others. She is pictured with Teri Yetsko, Program Chairperson. (Photo Submitted)

The South 
Amboy Business 
Association
65 Years Ago

In 1946, The South Amboy Business 
Association organized.  Sidney Franklin, 
of Semer Hardware was President; George 
Pierson, of Briggs Chevrolet, Vice President; 
Victor Oppenheim, of Oppenheimer’s 5c, 
10c & 25c Store, Secretary; Victor Norton, 
of Butler Stores, Treasurer.    The members 
of The South Amboy Business Association 
were: Arky’s Pharmacy; Baranowski’s 
Market; Briggs Chevrolet; Butler’s Food 
Stores; Blue Ribbon Shoe Repair; Cozy 
Corner; Daylight Bakery; Dolan Brothers; 
Edward Emmons; Empire Theatre; Frank’s 
Radio & Electric; The Flower Shop; First 
National Bank; Frank’s Market; Gould’s; 
Green’s Men’s Shop; Gundrum Service; 
Greenspan’s Market; Jack’s Corner; Frank 
Kaboski; Frank Kurzawa; Littell Coal Co.; 
Main Liquor Store; Marathon Bus Line; 
Mike’s Market; Chris Nicorvo; O’Connor’s 
Confectionery; Oppenheim’s 5c, 10 & 25c; 
Raritan Diner; Red’s Package Store; South 
Amboy Auto Parts; South Amboy Electrical 
Appliances; South Amboy Publishing Co.; 
Swan Hill Ice & Coal Co.; South Amboy 
Trust Co.; Adam Rzepka; Semer Hardware; 
Steve Soltis; Union Food Store; Victory Shoe 
Repair; Wedeen’s; Zall Brothers. 

COUPONERS
By Elaine Holton Scott

They clip; they snip.  They search; they 
swap.  They plot; they plan.  Gathering hun-
dreds and hundreds of coupons together, off 
to the supermarket they go.  As the cameras 
roll for the TV show, “Extreme Couponing,” 
with total disregard to other shoppers, shelves 
are emptied in a state of frenzied greed.  In 
almost maniacal determination, multiple 
shopping carts are quickly filled with items 
like 147 bottles of laundry detergent, 238 
bottles of pain pills, 293 boxes of pasta, 
196 bars of candy, 124 bottles of shampoo, 
300 boxes of cereal, 96 jars of pickles, and 
one package of hot dogs.   If it’s free with a 
coupon, no matter what it is, they take it, and 
they take all they can get.   Hopefully, this 
new “un-reality” show will be biting the dust 
before it gives all couponers a bad name.

Cents off coupons have been around 
since C.W. Post issued a one cent coupon 
towards the purchase of his new Grape Nuts 
cereal in 1895.  Through the many decades 
which followed, homemakers liked saving 
money by using coupons but there just 
weren’t many of them being issued.  Then, 
along came supermarkets.  With plenty of 
space to stock all different kinds of products 
from many different companies, coupons 
ended up being the way to get consumers 
to buy one brand over another.  It was also 
the way for competing stores to attract 
more business.  The result was the “birth 
of couponing.”

When the wild times of the ‘60s ended, 
the domesticated decade of the 1970s began.  
Trying every way possible to forestall the 
inevitable demise of the one-salary family, 
thriftiness became the mode of the day.  Dur-
ing this decade, sales exploded for the “fixer 
upper” starter homes, backyard vegetable 
gardens re-emerged, and the money-making 
phenomenon known as “yard sales” swept 
our nation like nothing ever did before or 
since.  Even the cheaply made Leisure suits 
for men and the popularity of Granny dresses 

for women typified the frugal mindset of 
those years.   So, when the market became 
flooded with a steady deluge of 3 and 5 
cents off coupons, the timing couldn’t have 
been better.

With a handful of coupons, I went 
grocery shopping at Acme, the one in the 
Sayre Woods Shopping Center on Rte 9 & 
Ernston Road, in Parlin, and got 19 cents 
deducted from my bill.  In the early part of 
the 1970s, 19 cents still had some value, able 
to buy a box of pudding, a lunch pie, some 
“good” candy, or a loaf of day old bread.  
From that day forward, I was hooked on 
coupons, and, unknowingly, became one 
of the “Pioneer Couponers” of the time.  I 
surely wasn’t the only one.  With countless 
other young married women also couponing, 
coupons soon went mainstream and remain 
so to this day.

That was almost 40 years ago, and so 
much has changed since then.  Besides the 
fact I’m no longer young, there are no more 3 
and 5 cent coupons; Acme moved from Sayre 
Woods, and even Sayre Woods has changed 
its name to Gateway Plaza.  Something else 
is also different.  After having cut literally 
thousands of coupons from newspapers, 
advertising inserts, and magazines over the 
ensuing decades, I finally “hung up” my 
scissors.  I’m now a “Generic Groupie” and 
clip no more.

Protecting Your 
Computer from 
the Dangers of the 
Internet!

Is your computer protected?!? Find out 
the necessary steps that you need to take 
to protect your computer from the viruses, 
malware, worms, phishing, and spam lurk-
ing out on the Internet on Wednesday July 
27 at 6PM.

Blood Drive
July 23

The Provident Bank of South Amboy 
is holding a Blood Drive with NJ Blood 
Services on Saturday, July 23rd from 9 
a.m. to 1:30 p.m.  The blood mobile will 
be in the bank’s parking lot at 600 Wash-
ington Ave., South Amboy.  There is such a 
critical shortage of blood during the summer 
months, and hopes are high to have a good 
turnout.  If anyone would like to sign up or 
has any questions, call 1-800-933-BLOOD 
(2566) or the Provident Bank branch at 
732-721-1300. 
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Engaged

Mr. & Mrs. Patrick J. Rock Jr. of Morgan 
proudly announce the engagement of their 
daughter Pamela Margaret to Kenneth E. 
Nagy Jr., son of Mr. & Mrs. Kenneth E. 
Nagy Sr. of Fords.  Pamela is employed by 
Gastroenterology Consultants P.A. of Edison, 
and Kenneth is employed by Standard Waste 
Service of East Brunswick.  A wedding is 
planned for August 11, 2011.

Summer Camp: The Benefits Are Endless
Mike Tonzola, Camp Director, South Amboy Branch YMCA

Should I send them to camp?  Shouldn’t 
I?  The answer is: You should definitely think 
about it.  How do I know if it’s a good camp?  
You will know the minute you walk into a 
camp.  When you walk into a day camp, 
you need to feel secure that that day will 
be an adventure for them, and they will do 
something that they can’t necessarily do at 
home with a babysitter: You have to feed 
their little minds, bodies, and spirits. 

YMCA day camp feeds your child’s 
mind by giving those opportunities to think 
for themselves, learn from their mistakes, 
and create memories that will last them into 
adulthood.  They will be able to feed their 
mind in a supervised, encouraging and bully-
free environment.  Campers will feed their 
bodies with activity.  They will stay active 

and moving during the day, through sports, 
hands-on activities, and various games.  
Campers will never have a dull moment while 
at a YMCA day camp.  How can you feed a 
spirit?  At camp spirits are fed by affirming 
the campers and encouraging them to try 
new things.  Even if their new adventures 
aren’t for them, they can go home at the end 
of the day feeling good about themselves, 
and keep their spirits high.  Every child 
should feel good about their day when they 
go home, and that’s what YMCA day camp 
accomplishes. 

You haven’t missed the boat, there is 
still time.   Most camps begin their summer 
at the end of June, so if you are still looking, 
go and visit while camp is going on to get a 
true sense of what your child’s day will look 
like.  Don’t be afraid to ask the camp director 
questions, and above all, make sure you leave 
feeling confident that the most important 
thing to the camp and the most important 
thing to you are the same: the safety of your 
child (ren).  Happy Summer!

ginia “Jeanne” Mundy, 89, of South Amboy 
died on June 4.  She served as Vice-Chari-
woman of the South Amboy Democratic 
Organization.  “Jeanne” was well-liked and 
highly-respected throughout the community.  
Joseph Szatkowski, 84, of Sayreville died 
on June 13. “Sergeant Satsky” as he was 
affectionately known spent 29 ½ years on 
the Borough of Sayreville Police Dept., and 
was promoted to Sergeant before retiring in 
1983.  He then worked in the South Amboy 
Hospital Transportation Dept. for 10 years.  
In addition, he served as Fire Chief of 
President Park Independent Fire Co. in 1969.  
Rosemary Miller, 96, of Sayreville died on 
June 13.  She was an original staff member 
of Sayreville H.S. and taught English for 10 
years.  May God Bless them forever!

Talk Of The Towns
continued from page 2
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DUCK’S NEST
By Henny the DJ, at Anthony’s every Friday night.

Back in the 50’s the Frog Hollow Swim 
Club was just a Fig Newton of the organizers’ 
imaginations. The Boat Club was strictly for 
boats and not really an option for swimming 
as it later became in the 60’s. Back yard 
pools were then, of course, only a fantasy, 
too. So if you were from South Amboy and 
it was “hotter than the hinges of hell” and 
if you were going to be able to swim at all, 
you had to go straight up Main Street toward 
the Deep Cut Bridge, out Washington Road 
for the roughly two mile journey to Parlin 
to either Duck’s Nest, or much less likely 
and only if you were connected and had 
passes, you could go to it’s teasingly upscale 
neighbor, “Hercules Pool.”

One of the Public Service Buses, either 
the #12 or #58 went to that part of Sayreville, 
but that was always a last resort because for 
my crowd the preferred method of travel was 
always hitchhiking. I know today that’s a 
definite no-no, but on one of those boiling 
summer days when  the whole town was on a 
hegira to Ducksie’s, the odds were that you’d 
be picked up by one of the older guys from 
school or one of the parent’s of your friends, 
and we never failed to get a lift. Our greatest 
hitch hiking day was the afternoon my late 
cousin, Frankie or “Jukie” Conroy, fresh out 
of the Marines, along with the late “Tank” 
Leonard picked up a bunch of us for the ride 
home in Frankie’s souped up ’51 Ford and 
they made us laugh the whole way home. We 
so idolized these great high school baseball 
players that it was like getting picked up by 
Whitey Ford and Mickey Mantle!

 If your ride wasn’t going straight to the 
pond that day, the exotic walking route you 
had to take also added an element of sparkle 
to the trip. Smartly and with great anticipa-
tion you hurried out of your ride, down to the 
dead end of Reid Street and entered a short, 
very quiet copse of woods: midday sun filter-

ing through the trees, excitement growing 
as you approached the railroad tracks that 
separated the woods from the pond, and most 
exhilarating of all was the increasing volume 
of the happy, noisy clamor of the swimmers 
greeting you as you now were almost running 
enraptured to the water.

Up and over the famed railroad tracks 
and there, nestled down in a storybook kind of 
hollow, stood the shining, sparkling waters, 
the bathing beauties, the kids, families, the 
sounds of Johnny Melas Italian Ice Truck 
and the bulky, portable radios blasting the 
latest DooWop music, the dangerous dock 
with its shallow side and deep side, the risky, 
challenge to swim from one shore to the 
other, the Salamon Twin  Brother lifeguards, 
and if you were lucky, maybe the particular 
girl that you were wishing would be at the 
alluringly exotic, “Duck’s Nest”.  

It was all there: life at its best and life 
at its most painful. I was there the day an 
“old” guy in his 20’s drowned and they 
pulled him out with a grappling hook all 
purple and blue, and some of us were near 
tears as we gathered in a cowering half 
circle to view the body as it was brought to 
shore, traumatic. But what did we do after 
the ambulance took him away? We went 
right back swimming again. One day it was 
Posty, Lopy, Johnny Kurzawa, Sy Warowicz, 
Pat Marotta, and myself, and Lopy made 
an absolutely delectable, lifelike sculpture 
of a bathing beauty in the wet sand by the 
lifeguards stand. It was so wickedly lifelike 
that we were asked to leave the premises. 
So much for art appreciation. Another day 
a villainous Lothario from Sayreville High, 
(Where else?), a rake, a dissembler came 
between me and my object of affection 
at where else? Ducksie’s! Ah, but I could 
never blame it on Duckie’s, never. Beautiful 
Duck’s Nest!
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June and Beyond 
At Dowdell

The Dowdell Library of South Amboy 
will be having its second, blow-out “Fill-a-
Bag” and media sale through June.  Just fill 
up the special South Amboy Foodtown bag 
with books for only $5!  media is specially 
priced.

To commemorate Kevin Walsh’s 
endeavors after serving many years as a 
Library Trustee, the library now offers a 
Kindle eBook reader for loan.  Contact the 
library for details.

Summer is upon us and the library 
has loads of fun and interesting programs 
planned for little tots, teens and adults.   July 
highlights will include the special program 
“Wallaby Tales” on Thursday, July 14 at 3:45 
pm, which will feature live animals @ the 
library!  Furthermore, “Titanic: The Latest 
Chapters” will be presented on Monday, July 
18 at 6:45 pm.  Despite the passage of more 
than 99 years, Titanic’s story continues to add 
new chapters. This program brings Titanic’s 
story from its 1985 discovery right up to the 
present day. After briefly recalling Titanic’s 
maiden voyage, Titanic expert Charles Haas 
brings the audience up-to-date on Titanic’s 
discovery, artifact recovery, recent expedi-
tions to the wreck, scientific discoveries, the 
so-called “Mystery Ship” that watched the 
liner sink, the dangers now facing Titanic, the 
last survivors, identification of the unknown 
child and legislative efforts to protect the 
wreck.  Also, don’t miss the August highlight, 
which will be the musical “Bach to Rock” 
on Monday, August 22 at 6:15 pm.

To connect with the library on Facebook, 
use Google search: “Facebook Dowdell 
Library.”    To connect with the library 
on Twitter, use Google search:  “follow 
salibrary.”

For additional information, contact 
the library at 732.721.6060 or comments@
dowdell.org.  For directions: www.dowdell.
org.    Mobile access: dowdell.wirenode.
mobi

Library hours are Monday, Tuesday, and 
Thursday 10 am – 8 pm; Wednesday 

and Friday 10 am – 5 pm.  

McCarrick Students Compete in 
Washington DC

Cardinal McCarrick HS-South Amboy 
Forensic Team competed in the 2800 stu-
dent National Catholic Forensics League 
Competition in Washington DC.   Ryan 
Kelly, Jonathan Kohut, Sydney Ransom 
and Lizaine Saranglao with Moderators 
and coaches Mary Jo Raite,John Boczany 
and Kristin Glenn. Ryan Kelly and Jona-
than Kohut performed several pieces from 
“Good Will Hunting” to come in first place 
to qualify for Nationals in Washington DC. 

While Sydney Ransom and Lizaine Saran-
glao came in second place performing several 
pieces from “Miss Congeniality 2”, this also 
qualified them for Nationals. After a full day 
of competing at George Mason University , 
Ryan Kelly and Jonathan Kohut ranked in the 
top 25% in the Nation and Sydney Ransom 
and Lizaine Saranglao ranked in the top 
30% for Duo Interpretation of Literature. 
(Photo/Info Submitted)

Young & Wicked: 
The Death of a 
Wayward Girl

Maureen Wlodarczyk’s second book is 
the true story of first generation Irish-Ameri-
cans William Flannelly and his girl Polly 
Sexton. Born into poverty and growing up 
on the gritty streets of Lower Manhattan 
and Jersey City in the 1880s, this lesser 
Bonnie & Clyde took the wrong path early 
on, as child criminals.  They continued down 
the slippery slope of petty criminality and 
anti-social behavior first as individuals and 
then as a star-crossed couple. They fled their 
homes and families in Jersey City to escape 
arrest and with the intention of disappear-
ing into the shadows and fast times of the 
1890s Bowery neighborhood in Manhattan. 
In the end, they not only disappeared, they 
lost themselves, one in body and the other 
in soul.  Young & Wicked is available on 
Amazon.com (paperback or Kindle) and at 
BarnesandNoble.com (paperback or Nook) 
and in Ebook format.

ROOM WITH A VIEW AVAILABLE FOR 
IMMEDIATE OCCUPANCY

Ask yourself: “What do many iconic 
TV sitcoms, popular over the last few de-
cades, have in common?”  Look back to the 
seventies at The Brady Bunch, still one of 
television’s all-time favorites; to the eighties 
for The Cosby Show; and then to the nineties 
at Everybody Loves Raymond, to mention 
just a few.  In most of the episodes, the cast 
— immediate family members, relatives 
and friends — were regularly seen gathered 
in the kitchen where all-to-familiar events 
occurred.

As we look back at our own family 
lives, how often have we heard this familiar 
comment:  “Why is everyone congregating 
in the kitchen?”  So if TV-land really does 
mimic real life, get ready for a brand new set 
— the open-air patio room, complete with 
lavish cooking, entertaining and leisure-time 
conveniences.  As modern-day lifestyles are 
changing, we see entire households moving 
much of their activities out-of-doors while 
at the same time, redefining the backyard 
patio, as we once knew it.  

“Move over interior designers,” says 
Charles H. Gamarekian, Chairman/CEO of 
Cambridge Pavers Inc., manufacturers of a 
full spectrum of outdoor living products. “In 

today’s world, watch the landscape designer 
become producer and director, get a starring 
role, and earn rave reviews.”

Leading interlocking concrete paving-
stone and wallstone manufacturers such as 
Cambridge are dedicating entire segments 
of their product lines to satisfy the wish 
lists of homeowners who have migrated 
out the back door.  Products run the gamut 
and include fire pits, outdoor fireplaces and 
complete kitchens, grill and bar islands, and 
even outdoor pizza ovens that cook pizza 
pies and other foods with an old world, 
brick oven flavor derived from authentic 
wood-fired ovens.  

No backyard gathering spot is truly 
up-to-date without an open-air pergola or 
pavilion for outdoor dining, relaxing and 
entertaining.  A pergola is typically a patio 
or garden structure with an open roof such 
as a trellis.  In contrast, a patio pavilion has 
open sides and a closed roof.  

For added convenience and value, look 
for the aforementioned products in pre-pack-
aged kits like those from Cambridge.  So if 
you think Room With A View may be an ap-
propriate name for a modern, family-oriented 
television show, ask a professional landscape 
contractor and find that it is easier than you 
think to create your own family “reality” 
series right in your own backyard.

Jersey Shore/Summer Memories
Do you have a favorite Jersey Shore or 

Summer Memory of long ago that you would 
like to share with The SA Times readers 
in our upcoming summer issues?  Maybe 
you have one special memory of the time 
you went to Seaside Park and had a blast 
on the boardwalk?  Perhaps you went on a 
beach outing with your family or friends, 

and had the time of your life?  Or maybe, 
you recall some of the old time fun you had 
in your neighborhood in South Amboy or 
Sayreville.  

Whatever memory you would like to 
share, The SA Times staff, and our loyal 
readers would love to hear it.  Please e-mail 
to: satimes@aol.com, or mail to: SA Times, 
PO Box 3027, South Amboy, NJ.  08879.
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The Profit$, made their long-awaited (43 years) return to the music scene at the St. Mary’s 
HS Class of ’68 Reunion.  They were outstanding, with an excellent song list that brought 
everyone back to those sensational 60’s.  The original Profit$ are pictured (l-r) 
Mike Henry, Bob Toye, Tim Tice, Jim Coan, and Joe DeLucia.

The Profit$ added two additional, superb musicians, Fran Fee, and Dan Toye for their 
performance.  In this photo standing (l-r) are: Fran Fee, Mike Henry, Bob Toye, Joe DeLucia, 
Jim Coan.  Bottom (l-r) Tim Tice, Dan Toye.  (Photos by Tom Burkard)  

Local Bands Just For The Record
Part 3

By Clem Skarzynski

The following information was supplied 
by Jerry Mokar and Maureen Grover.

Sayreville’s own “Rondels” make the 
big time with a record too!   Part 3 of this 
series tells the story of the boys from Mor-
gan, Nj, Angelo “Jr.” Nicorvo, lead guitar; 
Jerry Mokar on sax; brother Ronnie Mokar 
on the organ; “Slammin” Sammy Cavallaro 
on drums, and Sayreville guitarist, the late 
Bob Grover.

“Jr.” Nicorvo got this outfit together 
around 1962, and within a year, these guys 
were doin’ a show with the legendary na-
tional recording artists, Joey Dee and The 
Starlighters!  

Playing locally in South Amboy and 
Sayreville, The Rondels racked up quite a 
rep, playing the current Top 40 of the time, 
along with the 50’s Rock ‘n’ Roll, and cur-
rent R & B and Soul Music.

Saxman, Jerry Mokar remembers be-
ing asked to back up a local vocalist from 
Perth Amboy for a record he wanted to do.  
Not being able to be paid for their musical 

backing, The Rondels were offered a chance 
to record themselves on a 45 RPM.  A few 
years earlier, there was a “Surf” band from 
Massachusetts called The Rondels, who 
cut a two-sided 45 with “Backbeat Pt. 1” 
and “Shades of Green,” the latter being 
an alternate title for “Greensleeves.”  So, 
Sayreville’s Rondels recorded “Backbeat Pt. 
1” and “Greensleeves” for their “personal” 
45 RPM record, which was never released 
nationally, but as a “souvenir” for their ef-
forts.  So, in 1964, Sayreville’s own Rondels 
had a record too!

When not playing Rock ‘N’ Roll, the 
boys had an “All Occasion Band,” called 
The Mello-Tones.  So they covered all the 
bases.  Nice job guys!  Another local band.  
Just for the record.  

#1 Pop Hits On 
June 25
2001-Lady Marmalade-Christina Aguilera
1991-Rush, Rush-Paula Abdul
1981-Medley-Stars On 45
1971-It’s Too Late-Carole King
1961-Moody River-Pat Boone

#1 Country Hits On 
June 25
1995-Texas Tornado-Tracy Lawrence
1986-Mama’s Never Seen Those Eyes-The 
Forester Sisters
1976-El Paso City-Marty Robbins
1966-Take Good Care Of Her-Sonny 
James

One Hit Wonders-
1976

Love Hurts-Nazareth; Junk Food 
Junkie-Larry Groce; Welcome Back-John 
Sebastian; Fooled Around And Fell In 
Love-Elvin Bishop; Happy Days-Pratt & 
McClain; Afternoon Delight-Starland Vocal 
Band; The Boys Are Back In Town-Thin 
Lizzy; I’m Easy-Keith Carradine;  Turn 
The Beat Around-Vicki Sue Robinson; Play 
That Funky Music-Wild Cherry; A Fifth Of 
Beethoven-Walter Murphy & The Big Apple 
Band; Disco Duck Part 1-Rick Dees & His 
Cast Of Idiots.

D-Vigne Now On 
I Tunes

South Amboy’s own Anthony LaVigne, 
has written a song “Forever,” that is on the 
national online list of i tunes.  The song is 
a hip-hop/rap tune, that is getting lots of 
sales since it was listed.  “Forever” can be 
downloaded for only 99 cents.   LaVigne, 
just finished his freshman year at St. Joseph’s 
Metuchen HS, and appears to have an ex-
citing future.  Congratulations and best of 
luck, Anthony.  

Palame Still Playing
Peter Palame, a 1967 St. Mary’s HS 

graduate and talented musician/singer, is still 
performing in the music field, and not too 
long ago played percussion for the Rat Pack 
Tour.  Peter was the drummer/lead vocalist 
for The Vibratones, a local band who cut a 
45 record in 1964 with the songs “Surfin 
Way,” and My Girl Shirl.”

Brian O’Connor’s 2011 Jam Fest Concert
Brian O’Connor’s 2011 Jam Fest Con-

cert at the Former Senior Citizens Building, 
was held recently on Stevens Ave. in South  
Amboy.

The concert was a huge success with 
well over 200 people in attendance.

The performers who are all students of 
Brian O’Connor, a local guitar, bass and sax 
teacher in  South Amboy, got to show their 
stuff and perform a wide variety of music, 
from Jimmy Buffett to Lady Antebellum 
and the Beatles.  Brian has been teaching 
children to adults for over 25 years and offers 

day and evening lessons. Special thanks to 
Dave Silva on the drums.

Top row -  Mike Interdonato , Brendan 
O’Keeffe, Dan Moran, Steven Steele,  

Shayna Lee O’Connor, Dave Silva, Nick 
Zonak,  Bruce Grankowski, Kevin Krolick

Middle Row – Tyler McCormack, Mare-
na Carter, Kyle O’Connor, Brian O’Connor, 
Sabrina Patni,  Marvi Boyce, Suhani Shah, 
Alexis Pawlowski , Megan Varga

Bottom Row – Anthony Corujo, Jarrod 
Henry, Lukas Szpindor, Mark Byrnes, Mark 
Kocsis, Brian Baptista, Giovanni  Spataro 
(Photo Submitted)

Music Trivia
Happy 4th Of July!

America/USA
By Tom Burkard

1.__Donna Fargo a.American Heartbeat

2.__David Bowie b.Only In America

3.__Bruce Springsteen c.American Pie

4.__Madonna d.Happiest Girl In The   

    Whole USA

5.__Survivor e.Born In The USA

6.__Guess Who f.American Storm

7.__Jay & The Americans g.America

8.__Bob Seger h.Living In America

9.__Neil Diamond i.Young Americans

10._James Brown j.American Woman

11._Don McLean k.American Life

Answers
1d 2i 3e 4k 5a 6j 7b 8f 9g 10h 11c.
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School Sports Plus By Tom Burkard

2011 Final Statistics
Baseball

South Amboy (10-9)  John Guiliano 
led the team in batting average .386, runs-
22, stolen bases-9, tied for best slugging 
percentage with Charles Pannell .561, and 
hit 2 home runs to tie for the lead with Pan-
nell.   Solid senior catcher Kevin Riley was 
#1 in at-bats-63, hits-23, and RBI-18.  He 
also batted .365, third on the club.  Pannell 
hit .351, and also had the most doubles-6.  
Dustin DeVoe was #2 in batting with a .379 
showing.  Alex Olivares led the club with a 
.500 on-base percentage.  He also won the 
most games pitching with a (5-5) record, most 
innings pitched-53, most strikeouts-71.  Jim 
Smith had the best ERA-2.71, held opposing 
hitters to the lowest batting average of .220, 
while finishing (3-1).

Sayreville (12-13) Eric Goitia topped 
the Bombers with a strong .415 batting avg., 
on base percentage-.548, slugging percent-
age-.646,  and hit 3 homers to share the team 
lead with B. Cuomo, Christian Campbell, and 
Dan Seaman.  Cuomo was #1 in at-bats-89, 
RBI-24.  Campbell led the team in triples-2, 
and tied for most doubles-7, with M. Rivera.  
Rivera had the #2 batting average-.412, and 
topped the team with 25 runs, 35 hits, and 15 
steals.   Scott Griffin emerged as the ace of 
the pitching staff leading the Blue & Gray 
with a (5-1) record and 3.08 ERA.  He also 
held opponents to a low .223 batting aver-
age.  Christian Campbell  was #1 with 46.2 
innings pitched, and 48 strikeouts.

*The Cardinal McCarrick baseball 
team has not submitted its final statistics 
for 2011.

Former South Amboy/Sayreville resident, Bill “Biff” McKeon is pictured waving from the 
Evansville Otters press box, where he is a radio announcer for the Otters games on 91.5 
FM radio.

Bombers Won 
Fourth 
Straight Crown

The Sayreville Bombers boys’ tennis 
team won a school record fourth consecu-
tive Greater Middlesex Conference (GMC) 
championship under the coaching genius of 
Mike Provenza.  The Bombers also copped 
third placed in the GMCT.

Top performers were Matt Musyoka 
at first singles, Amar Karki-second singles, 
and the dynamic duo of Ravi Trivedi and 
Shivam Patel.   Others who played well and 
look promising for next season are Apoorv 
Kakar, Ryan Zucker, Ron Shah, and fresh-
man Daren Ha.  

The Blue & Gray only lost 2 players 
to graduation, and should be a force to be 
reckoned with during next year’s tennis 
season.

Softball
Cardinal McCarrick (11-6) Senior Jamie 

Williams led the Blue & Gold in most of-
fensive and pitching categories.  Williams 
was tops in batting average-.618; doubles-10; 
RBI-23; stolen bases-14; on base pct.-742; 
tied for most hits-34 with Jennifer Shereyka;  
most wins-11; Innings pitched-92.1; strike-
outs-133; ERA-1.36.  Shereyka led the Lady 
Eagles in at-bats-60; runs-26; home runs-1; 
total bases-53; slugging percentage-.883, and 
was 3rd in batting average-.567.  Freshman 
Brittany Clayton finished #2 in batting aver-
age with an excellent .596.

*Sayreville and South Amboy softball 
teams have not submitted their final stats 
for 2011.   

Eze Wins Sectional 
Title, Places In 
TMOC

Sayreville Bombers’ track & field sen-
sation, Emeka Eze captured the NJSIAA 
Sectional CJ Group IV championship in 
the triple jump with an excellent mark of 
46-8.5.  

In the prestigious Track Meet of Cham-
pions, Emeka finished 2nd in the long jump 
with a 22-7, and 3rd in the triple jump, 
improving his county record to 47-2.5.  
Congratulations, 

GMC Scholar- 
Athletes

Congratulations to the following high 
school students who were selected GMC 
Scholar-Athletes:  Jason Latham, Jamie 
Williams, Cardinal McCarrick; Kyle Santos, 
Kathryn Seaman, Sayreville; Dustin DeVoe, 
Brittany Larkin, South Amboy.

Bartlinski Super At 
Kean

South Amboy’s Joe Bartlinski finished 
an outstanding career at Kean University 
by going 5-3, with a 3.09 ERA over 58.1 
innings.  In addition, he struck out 73, which 
was the 2nd highest total on the team, and 
also held opponents to a miniscule .232 bat-
ting average.  Kean turned in a stellar 42-11 
record, but bowed out in the World Series.  
Congratulations Joe!  You’re a first-class guy 
and top-notch baseball player!

O’Leary Wins Pole 
Vault

Deirdre O’Leary, daughter of former 
South Amboy resident, Tom O’Leary won 
the Philadelphia City Track championship 
recently while representing Archbishop Ryan 
HS in Philadelphia.  In addition, she placed 
2nd in the 100 meter hurdles, and 2nd in the 
30 meter hurdles.  Deirdre qualified for the 
state championships in all three competi-
tions.  Best of luck, Deirdre!

Kitrys Led In 
Rebounds

Former Sayreville War Memorial HS 
great, Jessica Kitrys had an excellent fresh-
man year at Adelphi University.  The 6-0 
freshman led the varsity with 137 rebounds, a 
5.3 avg., and was 2nd in total points-236, 9.1 
avg.  She started 20 games for the Adelphi, 
who finished 8-18, and she scored 16 points 
on 4 different occasions, and had her highest 
rebound performance against Queens, when 
she ripped down 10.

Jessica scored her 1,000th point with 
Sayreville in 2010, and finished her career 
with 1,216.

South Amboy’s Joe Tarallo is off to a fantastic start in pro ball with the Florence Freedom 
in the Frontier League.  He is shown working his magic in a recent league game.  (Photos 
courtesy of Joe Ramer)

Locals In Pro Ball
Parlin’s Kevin Mulvey is currently 

3-4 with a 7.42 ERA while pitching for the 
Arizona Diamondbacks AAA club, Reno 
Aces in the Pacific Coast League.  He has 
hurled 60 innings, and has 41 strikeouts, the 
most on the team.

South Amboy’s Joe Tarallo, pitching for 
the Florence Freedom in the Frontier League 
has had an outstanding start.  The righty relief 
specialist has pitched 4 scoreless innings in 
his first 4 appearances in pro ball.

Sayreville’s Jeff Toth is now playing for 
the Somerset Patriots.  Last year, he had a cup 
of coffee with the Rio Grande Valley White 
Wings, an Independent League member, and 
batted .222 in only 4 games.

Tarallo’s First Pro Game
By Bill “Biff” McKeon

Former South Amboy/Sayreville resi-
dent and Evansville Otters 91.5 FM radio 
announcer, Bill “Biff” McKeon happened 
to witness South Amboy’s Joe Tarallo pitch-
ing in his first professional baseball game, 
as his team, the Florence Freedom played 
Evansville.  “Biff” sent the following to 
The SA Times:

“Joe Tarallo pitched 1 inning of relief 
and looked great!   He struck out 1 and gave 
up 1 hit, when the right fielder tried to make 
a shoestring catch, and failed, but it was ruled 
as a three-base hit (it really should have been 
an error).  Joe didn’t walk any, and threw 
strikes with a good 87-89 mph fastball and 
sharp biting curve with good rotation.

I spoke with young Joe before the game, 
and introduced myself, and he mentioned 
that his mother was flying into Evansville, 
Indiana for the weekend series.  I told him 
to have her stop by the press box and I 
would let her say hello to any and all South 
Amboy people listening to the game (via 
the internet).

My sidekick in the booth, Mike Radom-
ski said I really spoke highly of the Tarallo 
family, and I mentioned on the radio that his 

grandfather was Tony Tarallo, the cop who 
also played minor league baseball back in 
the late 1940’s early 1950’s, and his great 
uncle Joe Tarallo, who threw a good 90 mph 
fastball back in the days of the Maxfield 
Gang, lead by the famous Kenny brothers, 
Jim, John (2 no-hitters) and Bob Kenny all 
pitchers.   ( I think Gene “Wimpy” was the 
business manager).

Overall, I believe Joe Tarallo was well-
received by Evansville, Indiana.  He was the 
first relief pitcher out of the bullpen, and if 
he continues to pitch like he did in his first 
game, he has a future.”

*NOTE-Biff should know.  He was an 
excellent minor league catching prospect, 
coach, big league scout, and so much more.  
In addition, he and his big brother, the world 
renowned Jack McKeon will be inducted 
in the AAABA Baseball Hall of Fame at 
Johnstown, PA on Sat., Aug. 6. 

Cardinal McCarrick’s two standout softball 
stars, Jamie Williams (l) and Jen Sheryka(r) 
finished their stellar careers with another 
great season for the Lady Eagles.  (Photo 
by Brian Stratton)

St. Claire Novena
Ask St. Claire for these favors, 1 business, 2 

impossible.  Say 9 Hail Mary’s for 9 days with lighted 
candles.  Pray whether you believe in it or not.  Publish 
on the 9th day.  May the Sacred Heart of Jesus be 
praised, adored and glorified today and every day.   
Request will be granted no matter how impossible it 
may seem.  Publication must be promised.  B.T.S. 
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The Local Sports Memory Machine
By Tom Burkard

From The Youth League Archives
Glory Days in
Local Sports

T.H.E. 
Game

1985-The talented Sayreville Little League Tournament Team captured the New Jersey 
District 10 championship.  Kevin Krimmins was the manager, and Bob Bartkowicz, coach.  
The championship roster included John Senkowski, Matt O’Such, Frank Cibrian, Jeff 
Gleicher, Larry Schultz, Dan Bartkowicz, Brian Crimmins, Mike Ford, Anthony Donofrio, 
Mark Markovich, Frank Sautner, Tom Cancilla, Fred Wistuba, Brian Sileo.  (Photo/info 
courtesy of Kris Schultz)

1955-Highland Park nipped 
Sayreville 5-4 in 9 innings.  Bob 
Kuran hit a triple for the Blue 

& Gray.  1968-The Bombers  
boys’ baseball team stopped 

South River, 9-6.  Reggie Carney and 
Bob Rodziewicz ripped 3 hits apiece, and 
Bob Casazza blasted a long 2-run homer in 
support of winning pitcher Rich Schreck. 
1972-St. Mary’s boys’ tennis club nipped 
JFK, 3-1.  The victorious Eagles were First 
Singles-John Wortley, Second Singles-Bruce 
Malinowski, 2nd Doubles-Terry Geant-Mike 
DeFeo.   1984-Hoffman belted Woodstown, 
5-2 in the Group I state tourney semis.  Win-
ning pitcher Mark Thompson fired a 3-hit-
ter, struck out 6, and hit the game-winning 
home run.  Pete Smith and Randy Stratton 
contributed RBI singles.  1996-The Guvs 
destroyed Dunellen, 21-3 in baseball play.  
Mike Niestempski had a huge 4-for-5 game 
with a triple and 4 RBI.  Chris Smith added 
3 RBI, and Gary Colfer belted a two-bagger 
and had 2 RBI.  Charlie Honimar was the 
winning pitcher.  2001-St. Mary’s softball 
squad downed New Brunswick, 8-3.  Kara 
Kurzawa had a perfect 4-for-4 with a double, 
triple and 3 RBI.  Jess Fiore belted a double 
and knocked in 2, while Jill Palomo notched 
the victory.

Sport-Girls Softball
Year-1985
Teams-Sayreville vs. Hoffman
Recap-Sayreville tied the game 4-4 in the 
bottom of the fourth on RBI singles by 
Patty Cumber, Lori Shouldis, and Terry 
Lockwood.  The Lady Guvs bounced back 
and captured a thrilling 12-8 triumph.  Cindy 
DeFort  ripped a single and double to drive 
in 2 runs, Mary Anne Lewis and Lisa Smith 
added RBI singles, Tricia Popowski smashed 
a triple and had a sac fly, and winning pitcher, 
Kim Schuck pounded a double.
MVP-Cindy DeFort

30 Years Ago
Hoffman Wins CJ 
Title

1981-Coach Reggie Carney’s Hoffman 
Guvs baseball squad defeated Keyport, 7-4 
to capture the CJ Group I championship.  The 
Purple & Gold scored twice in the second 
inning.  Pat DeJoy stole home on a double 
steal, and Darryl Munck scored when Brian 
Septor, who had 2 strikes, executed a suc-
cessful suicide squeeze bunt.  

Hoffman broke loose for 4 more runs 
in the3rd, when DeJoy hammered a 2-run 
double, Tim Bloodgood an RBI single, and 
Munck added a sac fly.  Bloodgood, a soph, 
and Tom Mulligan drilled 2 hits and an RBI 
apiece.  Munck was the winning pitcher and 
upped his record to (7-1), and the Guvs raised 
their fine mark to (22-5).

In ’81, Tom Mulligan set team records 
by scoring 40 runs, hitting 9 doubles, drawing 
22 walks, and was a perfect 43-43 in stolen 
bases.  He was an All-County 1st Team se-
lection.  The team batting average was over 
.300 for the 6th straight year, and the Guvs 
won their 4th consecutive CVC title.

  Freshman pitching phenom, Mark 
Thompson was the ace of the staff with an 
(8-1) record, while Munck was (7-1), and 
Frank Wahler (3-1).  Other important players 
were John “Skeets” Skarzynski, Bloodgood, 
John Mulligan, DeJoy, Septor, Mark Herd-
man, and Glenn Vona.

Sports Reporters Of South Amboy
1910-1941

By Fran Fitzmorris

During this time period, there were 
several similar, yet different individuals 
who wrote about the 2 local high schools 
and the many amateur baseball and basket-
ball games during the summer and winter 
months.  The very first one was Harold 
G. Hoffman, who wrote under the byline 
HIGH SCHOOL TIDINGS.  He combined 
what was happening in South Amboy high 
schools with the town teams.  At the same 
time, another column called SPORTS COM-
MENT was printed from 1912-1917, under 
the odd byline HUGHSEY.  His focus was 
on some of the towns’ most famous baseball 
teams of this era, Sheridan A.C., the South 
Amboy Athletics, and the local YMCA.  In 
basketball, a team called the “Rivies” short 
for the Riversides formed in 1914, and 
became the toast of the town for the next 
11 years.  They were front page headliners, 
and played many of their home games in 
St. Mary’s Hall.  Crowds became so huge 
that some games were switched to a larger 
venue in Perth Amboy.

Sports reporting stopped with World 
War I, and did not resume again until 1926, 
when one of South Amboy’s renowned play-
ers and coach Bill O’Toole, began writing 
a weekly column about the 2 high schools.  
O’Toole, was already well-known for being 
one of the people who started basketball in 
town in 1910, and through his hard work, the 
sports’ popularity rose quickly.  By 1913, it 
was challenging baseball in popularity.  Bill 
was also one of the first basketball refs.  He 
also coached the highly successful Sacred 
Heart semi-pro baseball team, and the South 

Amboy Athletics to several championships.  
Bill finished his reporting in 1928.  Interest-
ingly, St. Mary’s had their own basketball 
game reporter, Nick Chuilli, at this time 
when complete boxscores were printed in 
local newspapers.

From 1928-30, there was a new reporter 
working under the unusual byline, HYPE-
--WHAT I SEE AND HEAR.  He wrote 
specifically about high school basketball, 
baseball, track and field, and bowling, even 
a little bit about boxing.

 The last of this era’s writers was Joe 
Charmello, future Mayor of South Am-
boy, and one terrific athlete.  He appeared 
with a weekly column under the heading 
THROUGH THE HOOPS for basketball and 
DIAMOND DUST for baseball  (Sorry Tom) 
from February 1936 until America entered 
World War II.  He was a talented writer of 
words who was very knowledgeable of all 
sports, but was entertaining at the same time.   
He was at times, laugh out loud funny.  His 
writings were attuned to the lives of the 
local teens and young adults outside the 
realm of sports.  He is my personal favorite 
of ALL the writers listed.  You should check 
it out—thanks Joe! 

South Amboy, Sayreville: A Pipeline
To Pro Baseball

There have been so many professional 
baseball players from South Amboy and 
Sayreville through the years.  Most have 
played in the minors, but several hit the big 
time of Major League Baseball.  They are 
South Amboy’s Allie Clark, John and Ed 
O’Brien, Jack McKeon, and Tom Kelly.  
Sayreville’s Eddie “Buddy” Popowski and 
Kevin Mulvey have also made it to “the 
show.”

Two players from South Amboy that you 
may not have heard of, also played pro ball 
way back in the early 1900’s.  Andy Kane 
was one of the most talented local infielders, 
and in 1924 played in his only professional 
season for Crisfield in the Eastern Shore 
League, which was a Class D team.  In 34 
games, he ripped 37 hits including 8 doubles, 
and 8 home runs while batting .266. 

Ed “Lefty” Jankowski was a very tal-
ented, flame-throwing pitcher, who signed 
with the New York Giants, and played 1 year 
of pro ball for their Salisbury team in the 
Class D North Carolina State League.   He 
turned in a fine season with an 11-10 won-lost 
record, and a 3.67 ERA, while working 184 Ed “Lefty” Jankowski

innings.  “Lefty” also came to bat 70 times, 
and hit a homer while batting .200.   

Diamond Dust
1958 South Amboy Little League
Opening Day
Protection 3 First Aid 1-The winning pitcher 
was Bill Garaffa.
Rotary 4 Daylight Bakery 1-The winning 
pitcher was Paul Nagy.
1969 South Amboy Slow Pitch Softball 
League
Roddy’s 11 Enterprise 9-John McQuade Sr. 
was the winning pitcher, and Ed O’Leary 
orbited a home run.  George Ogborn wal-
loped a round tripper for Enterprise.
English Chevron 15 Wonder Bar 8-Ed Szat-
kowski drilled 4 hits, and Wayne Olsen Sr. 
blasted a homer for the winners.
1970 Morgan Midget League
Sayreville Esso 1 Matty’s Auto Parts 0-Win-
ning pitcher Mark Shulman struck out 15.
Morgan Pharmacy 7 Bonieski Agency 6-
Bob Barclay blasted a home run to support 
winning pitcher Tom Weinman.  Jeff Kabat 
hit a homer for Bonieski.

Did You Know?
By Fran Fitzmorris

From 1910-1939, all baseball games, in-
cluding high school, were 9-inning contests.  
Starting in 1940, high school games went to 
7 innings.  What made the 9 innings remark-
able is that the pitcher who started the game 
finished the game, and even if the game went 
10, 11, 12, 13 innings, the starting pitcher 
often finished.  It was so unlike today, with 
pitching inning restrictions and the amount 
of pitches thrown.  I wonder how many sore 
arms occurred back in the early days.

Melrose Baseball Fields
By Pat Douglas

As a youngster,  the field that was most 
used in Melrose was behind what was then 
Georgette’s Luncheonette on Route 9 in 
Sayreville.  Our diamonds were laid out near 
a wooded area on Cross Ave. just behind 
Georgette’s (now Costa Verde’s).  Left and 
left center fields went uphill and it was a 
popular sleigh riding hill for Melrose and 
other kids in the winter.  Right field was 
fairly deep and home runs went into the 
parking lot of a small business.  Foul balls 
from lefties normally would bounce into 
Georgette’s parking lot or Chevalier’s Auto 
Body.  Foul balls from righties normally went 
over a fence into what was an area owned 
by whoever operated the clay pits by the 
railroad tracks.  A hole was dug under the 
fence to make it easier to go for the balls, 
but they were still hard to find.

The area is completely overgrown 
now and looks like a forest, and there is 
no evidence that it would have ever been 
possible to play a ballgame there.  People 

that played there were: Steven Douglas, 
Scott Douglas, Jay and Bruce Buckiewicz, 
Billy and Tommy D’Amico, Joe “Jesko” 
Jaskowiak, Ray Leonard, Tom Burkard, Ed 
Covell, Steve Makwinski, Andy and Leslie 
Wilson, Johnny Kozak, Roy Erickson, Mike 
Kosmoski, Gary Gomolka, Frank Fee, just 
to name a few.  They were mostly guys from 
Melrose and Mechanicsville.  

The field was used often and it was a 
place where many discovered their hitting 
strokes, and may stroked their hits into pass-
ing traffic.  I wish there was pictures of that 
area back then, but we never carried cameras 
around.  I have lots of memories there, and 
I never pass that spot without remember-
ing some deep fly hit by Steven Douglas 
or some guy getting his pants caught on 
the fence while fetching a foul ball.  Those 
were the days! 

*Does anyone have a picture of the field 
to share with our readers?  
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WWW?

This photo should be a bit more difficult to ID for local readers.  Send your answer to: 
satimes@aol.com.   (Photo courtesy of Joe Lotkowictz)

May Winners
The May mystery photo was a beautiful 

black & white, 1950 shot of Rupp’s Hardware 
store located at 347 Washington Rd., Sayre-
ville.  The other acceptable correct answer 
was Rupp’s Ace Hardware.  The picture was 
courtesy of owner, Ray Rupp.  The winners 
were as follows: Nick Weber, W. Tom Kross, 
Marian Mills, Joan Fulham, Walter Starzec 
Jr., Eleanore Westerholm, Don Novak, 
Estelle Pluskota, Bill & Pat Scully, Elaine 
Zonak, Pam Kenny, Agnes Leslie, Bernard 
Sadowski, Mary Ann Matarangolo, Peggy 
Yuhas.   Congratulations! 

Memorial Day 
WWW.?

Only two people correctly identified the 
special Memorial Day WWW.?  Marian Mills 
and Estelle Pluskota both knew the photo was 
of the Soldiers monument in front of South 
Amboy City Hall.  Congratulations!

Dear Tom,
I would like to thank you for publish-

ing the wonderful article about Post 211.  
On behalf of myself, Captain Ed 
Strek and all the members of our 
Post, we are truly grateful for all 
the courtesy you have extended 
to the American Legion.  Again 
many thanks.

Jerry Springard
Post 211 Historian

Dear Tom,
The publication of The South Amboy-

Sayreville Times is a monthly highlight 
around here.

Jerry Smith
South Amboy

Dear Publisher,
This is a great newspaper! I send it to 

my daughter in Florida every month for her 
to catch up on everything that is going on 
in our town.

Keep up the good work.  It’s greatly 
appreciated!

Peggy Yuhas
Sayreville

Dear Editor,
What about D.E. Jones?  In Sayre Woods 

Shopping Center?  They were there from 
the beginning.  They went bankrupt and 
closed in May 2005.  I know because I was 
their last manager.  They were the first store 
to open in NJ and were their anchor store.  
They had just celebrated their 50th year 
anniversary, then suddenly closed shortly 

after.  The senior citizens bus would 
drop regular customers in front of the store 
every week.  D.E. Jones was a great store, 
not a dollar store, but a discount store like 
Big Lots.  Before my girlfriend passed away 
in Dec. 2003, we would shop there all the 
time.  After she passed, I was at the store 
and needed a job.  They needed a manager 
and I was hired as Store Manager.  They 
had the best bargains around.  People loved 
that store!  I’m sure your readers miss that 
store very much.

Frank Speciale,
Ex-Store Manager

NOTE:  D.E. Jones sure was a popular 
store, but there is no way that this business 
was located in the Sayre Woods Shopping 
Center in the 1950’, 60’s, 70’s, or 80’s, and 
most likely came to Gateway Plaza (No 
longer known as Sayre Woods) in the 1990’s.  
Many people wish that it was still there.

The South Amboy Branch YMCA’s youngest members practice the Pyramid Formation 
they learned in the Y’s Cheer Clinic during our Spring Session of programs. (Photo 
Submitted)

Seven Months To 
Remember

By Raquel Layton
As families united to celebrate the 

holidays, ours missed an important puzzle 
piece. When prayers were said to keep the 
brave soldiers at war safe, we prayed for a 
specific one, my dad.  I never fully realize 
how wonderful it is to have my dad around 
when he is home.  It isn’t until he is gone 
that I need his company. School is my second 
home, and I participate in as many activities 
as I can. This year I joined the Varsity soc-
cer team just for my dad, but after he left, I 
was on my own. As games continued, I had 
no dad to cheer me on from the side-lines 
like my teammates did. When Homecom-
ing came around and I was ready to go, I 
felt like I was all dressed up with no one 
to show. There was no dad at the bottom of 
the stairs to tell me that I was too pretty to 
leave the house. The only way I could hear 
his voice was over Skype and a special 
phone line. The hardest days were when the 
telephone line didn’t work and rumors on 
the news flashed across every television in 
New Jersey. But there to brighten my day, to 
keep me company, and to forever be my best 
friend was my mom. I knew she was going 
through similar problems and that we were 
each other’s support system. I also knew 
that she would be my motherly and fatherly 
figure for the upcoming, boundless months. 
Together we fought the worries that came 
every morning.  It was seven months without 
a father’s hug or kiss, seven months with an 
empty chair at the dinner table, seven months 
without a “daddy-daughter date”, and seven 
months to remember forever. 

The South Amboy Board of Education recently honored retiring staff and teachers of the 
year. Pictured (l-r) The Family of Joanne Johnson, Phyllis Stratton – teacher of the year 
South Amboy Middle/High School, Retirees: Linda Henry, Octavia Zampella, Lyn Davis and 
Joanne Blackmore.  Missing from Photo: Doris Stroz – teacher of the year South Amboy 
Elementary School, Retirees, Bob Smith, Joanne O’Brien, Barbara Roskey and Addie 
Toscano.  (Photo by Brian Stratton)
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Perfect Attendance-Lance Kennedy (11), and his brother Spencer Kennedy (9) both of 
South Amboy received perfect attendance awards during the school year.  Both boys attend 
South Amboy Elementary School.  They are very proud of their accomplishments, and are 
eager to continue their “Perfect Attendance” next school year.  (Photo/info submitted by 
Darci Kennedy) 

Cardinal McCarrick students visit Veteran’s Center Inspired by the novel, The Things They 
Carried by Tim O’ Brien.  Cardinal McCarrick HS-South Amoy sophomore students visited 
the NJ Vietnam Veterans’ Memorial Center in Holmdel.
Students of Mrs. Dubeck’s sophomore English class suggested they visit the center to 
expand their knowledge of the war and understand the repercussions on the young men 
and women involved.
Mrs. Dubeck father served in the war and is part of the “In Memory” program at the memorial. 
At the center veterans spoke about their difficult journeys, lasting friendships, and facts 
about the war.
Mrs. Dubeck encouraged the students to create individualized scrapbooks to commemorate 
the courageous soldiers who gave or risked their lives. The books will be sent to veterans 
in appreciation for their service to our country. (Photo/Info Courtesy of Monica Mendoza)

Splash Into Health at the SA Branch YMCA
A Week-long Celebration of Swimming and Fun

As summer fast approaches, the South 
Amboy Branch YMCA plunges into the 
season with YSplash – a family pool event 
that kicks-off a week-long celebration of 
swimming designed to help kids stay safe 
and healthy at the beach, pool or water park 
this summer.  This year’s theme is Splash 
into Health and is open to swimmers and 
non-swimmers alike; parents and children are 
invited to come to the event in their swimsuits 
--- ready to jump in the water and learn.  Join 
us on Saturday, June 25 from 11:30-12:15pm, 
and Monday, June 27th and Wednesday, June 
29th from 3:45-4:30pm.

Y instructors will provide introductory 
swim lessons, increasing the children’s con-
fidence around water, and teach them about 
water safety!  “Swimming is the second 
most popular form of exercise in the United 
States, with nearly 370 million annual visits 

to swimming pools,” said Ruben Merino, 
Aquatics Director of the South Amboy 
Branch YMCA.  “YMCAs have tradition-
ally been the places where young people 
learned not only swimming skills, but also 
the importance of playing safely in the water 
to prevent injury.  That’s why YSplash is 
so important, because it teaches kids basic 
swimming skills and safety practices, so they 
can have fun in the water.”

As the nation’s oldest and largest com-
munity-based organization and among the 
country’s most trusted provider of aquatics 
programs, YMCAs offer the following help-
ful tips to help parents keep their children safe 
and injury-free in the water this summer:

Actively supervise your children when 
they are both in and around the water.

Teach children to swim at an early age 
and educate them early about water safety.

Make sure children swim within desig-
nated areas and stay within your sight.

Instruct children to never run, push or 
jump on others in and around the pool.

Become certified in infant and child 
CPR.

Make sure children always wear life 
jackets and use proper water safety de-
vices.

Ensure that kids drink plenty of fluids 
to stay properly hydrated, especially on 
hot days.

Wear hats and sunglasses and apply sun-
screen of SPF 15 or higher to protect yourself 
and your children from sun exposure.

Keep your child’s ear dry to prevent 
ear infection.

Do not let your child scratch his or her 

ears or put anything in them, since this can 
increase the chances of infection.

In YMCA Aquatics programs, children 
learn to be safe around water and they feel 
the sense of accomplishment that comes with 
learning something new.  Youth progressive 
swimming uses a problem-solving, guided-
discovery teaching approach in a positive, 
caring environment.

Registration is required for YSplash 
at the Welcome Desk of the South Amboy 
Branch YMCA.  Y Members can register 
online at www.ymcaofmewsa.org/southam-
boy.  For more information on YSplash or 
YMCA Aquatics programs, please contact 
Ruben Merino at 732-316-8209 or ruben.
merino@ymcaofmewsa.org.
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Fishing Flashes
By Teo “Weebles” Weber

Party Boat fishing for Striped Bass with 
live bunkers and clams is quite good.  Some of 
these Magic Hour trips require reservations. 
Stripers well over 40 pounds are routine pool 
winners on the Party Boats!! Surf fishing for 
Bass in the ocean is very good and Bluefish 
have moved in too.  Off of our local beaches, 
small Bluefish have been caught.  I saw a 
few at Cliffwood Beach but most catches 
seem to be slow.  Fluke fishing is on the 
rise! There have been a decent number of 
keepers and a large number of shorts under 
the new 18inch size limit. A few very large 
Fluke up to 9 pounds have shown up.  Sea 
Bass fishing has opened up.  Bottom fishing 
for them and Ling is good.

At the end of May my wife and I made 
two trips on the Capt. John Boats to Stell-
wagen Bank out of Plymouth Mass.  Most 
of the action was on jigs. Pollock was the 
catch of the day, some large ones mixed in 
with the Cod.  We took home eleven keep-
ers and threw back many that were shorts, 
plus trash fish.  She fished bait and I used 
jigs. Only a few Dogfish were caught on 
each trip-she caught all of them!! Haddock 
were scarce.  
Fresh Water

Trout stocking has ended but all the 
heavy rain we had has scattered the fish which 
will provide a better chance for fishing all 
summer.  If it gets too hot for too long, fish-
ing will suffer.  The Delaware River is high 
but the Shad fishing is just about finished.  
In all the lakes and rivers, fishing should be 
good for Large Mouth Bass, Pickerel and 
Panfish.  Channel Catfish and Carp will be 
biting in the Delaware River. 

Hunterdon Hills 
Playhouse Trip

The OLV Senior Group will be sponsor-
ing a bus trip to Hunterdon Hills Playhouse 
on Saturday, October 1,  2011 to see “It’s 
Great To Be Alive!” starring the Tim Gillis 
Band and “Crazy Elmer.” This Branson-
Style Country Variety Show will feature 
some great songs about something we can 
all relate to: LIFE. 

The cost of the trip is $75.00 which 
includes ticket to the show, full lunch, bus 
transportation, bus gratuity, and a snack on 
return trip. The bus will leave from OLV 
lower parking lot at 9:30AM and return 
at 5PM. 

Choices of entrees are: Yankee Pot 
Roast, Catch of the Day, Fried Shrimp & 
Scallops, Breast of Chicken w/stuffing, and 
Country Platter (chicken and ribs).

For further information or questions, 
contact Joe at 732-257-4351 or Tom at 
732-254-9276.

You may mail a check written to OLV 
Seniors and include your choice of entrée. 
Send all correspondence to: Joe Kabara, 18 
Kupsch St. Sayreville, NJ 08872

Msgr. Brembos 
Dies

The Rev. Msgr. George M. Brembos, 80 
died on June 15.  He was formerly assigned 
to St. Mary’s Church, where he served as a 
parochial vicar back in the late 1960’s and 
early 70’s.  Msgr. Brembos retired in 2007 as 
Pastor of St. Elizabeth and St. Brigid parishes 
of Peapack and Far Hills.  He recently cel-
ebrated his 55th Anniversary of his priestly 
ordination.  God bless him!

delayed while Benny put cold water and a 
wet handkerchief on the wound to stop the 
bleeding, and play resumed.

Kolodziejski was also a World War II 
hero, serving as a gunners’ mate in the Army 
at the Invasion of Normandy .  He said that, 
“We were the first American ship that made 
it to the beach on D-Day June 6th.  A lot of 
men got killed.”

Benny Kolodziejski was a really great 
guy, and excellent umpire who will never 
be forgotten.  God Bless him!

Benny Dies
continued from page 3
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Celebration!
By Karen Walczak-Housman

Class of ‘68

Friday, June 10, 2011 was a day to cel-
ebrate.  “Kids” from South Amboy and the 
surrounding areas that attended the “old St. 
Mary’s” way back when, came together to 
party!  I don’t know if we are in all 50 states, 
but California, Arizona, New Mexico, Colo-
rado, Florida, Maryland, Pennsylvania, New 
York, and New Jersey were represented.  

The Profit$ rocked-and the more the 
merrier.  We had a sibling and a “False 
Profit” added to the great sound, with help 
from our class performers, it was great!  A 
special guest attended in the person of the 
former Sister Frederick, a favorite teacher 
and mentor over the years.  Our class was 
her first year teaching, and she told us we 
mean as much to her now, and are seared into 
her memories.  There was a special moment 
to remember those who have already gone 

home to God.  The happiness in the room was 
palpable.  I’m sure we have all experienced 
joy and sadness, success and failure in dif-
ferent events in our lives since graduation.  
That is life.  This has helped us to become 
the group giving thanks at this event.  

I felt such connection and gratitude 
to be able to share the night.  We talked of 
children, grandchildren, jobs and what we 
are doing in retirement, and even joked about 
what we want to do when we grow up!  One 
conversation was about how we take for 
granted the fact that we have touched lives 
in our own circles.  That was one of the gifts 
we all took away from St. Mary’s H.S.

We shared memories of the old days 
and looked for those who couldn’t be with 
us.  We missed them and send thoughts and 
prayers…

St Mary’s High School, Class of 1968
By Katie Coman-Blumberg

Thank you Facebook for becoming the 
start of our largest and best class reunion 
ever!!! Sometime mid July of last year, four 
classmates” befriended” me and shortly 
thereafter a reunion was born. We all agreed 
to get together early June 2011 and I got to 
work on finding a hotel with a reception 
hall…Pt. Pleasant seemed a perfect setting 
because most of us, as children, had gone to 
that very beach and then again as teenagers. 
 The White Sands Hotel looked pretty, heard 
the food was very good, so I booked the 
small room (30 to 60people) in mid August. 
Bobby Toye said that he’d take care of the music 
and revive our High School band, “The Profit$. 
Ellen Hall got together 7 pages of most 
of our classmates with some informa-
tion to work with and she also put on 
Facebook our “Events” site, which was 
invaluable. Susan Sullivan had some 
old addresses from another reunion that 
she shared with me and, we were off !! 
  Just before Christmas we had about 
16 people going and it was then that I 
promised that in January I would give 
it my all. That’s when it took off !! 
 By the early part of February, I felt we 
needed the Bigger Room (holds up to 
180)…Whew… I was a little nervous, but I 
had a few months left to call other classmates. 
 Calling our classmates was so much 
fun. Most of the people that came to our 
reunion were there because some other 

classmate had kept in touch with them 
over the years. They would share their 
phone number with me and I’d”Make the 
Call” Finding people became a passion 
of mine. Here’s just a few of the stories… 
*An 88 year old Aunt of Bobby Coak-
ley saw that he was listed as a missing 
classmate in The SA Times and e-mailed 
me his address in Michigan. Sent him 
an invite and Bobby was at our reunion. 
 *Joan Laurie’s ex-husband (he lives in 
Florida) heard about our reunion and let 
her know. Joan’s Aunt, who also read our 
list, sent me Joan’s correct address. I mailed 
an invite and that very same day a check 
was in my mailbox from Joan…What?? 
 *Frank Kapica was listed as deceased, 
but alas, he isn’t. I not only spoke 
with him, but he attended our reunion. 
*I told Fred Henry, Mayor of South Amboy, it 
was his “Civic Duty” to go…he was there also. 
 *Toni De Gruccio said to others at the re-
union that I called her, said that she had to go , 
and there was never a question that she’d have 
to go. Boy, was she thrilled that she went!!! 
 Anyway, our reunion was scheduled 
for 7PM June10th (Friday) Approxi-
mately 115 people were going…WOW… 
 When I arrived at 6:10 to meet and pay for 
the balloon arrangements, shortly thereafter 
the first classmates arrived. It was 6:15 and 
from then on our classmates just poured 
in…ALL EARLY!!! The bartender hadn’t 

even arrived yet.
It just got better…Rosemarie AKA Sr. 

Frederick was there (looking as beautiful 
as ever) with her husband… Mula (Carolyn 
Dahl) who swore she wasn’t going to sing, 
she did…Mary Fogerty sang, as well, a nice 
tribute to Rosemarie…And the dance floor 
was always packed as The Profit$ wailed on!!! 
Old friends talked, laughed, ate, danced 

and remembered our High School years. 
After the reunion, we went to Papa’s Bar, 
just across from the reunion to continue the 
party and many of us again met on Saturday 
at Jenkinson’s…WOW… What a blast!! 
 Thanks to all of our classmates, we had 
the time of our lives…The Class Of 68’ 
Rocks !!!
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Prevent Childhood Drowning
Playing in the water at the beach or pool 

can be great fun for the summer, and great 
exercise, and should be part of everyone’s 
childhood.  But the reality is…that drown-
ing is the second leading cause of accidental 
death in children.  What should parents 
always remember as they slide on those 
bathing suits and pack up the car?  1. Teach 
your children how to swim!  The American 
Academy of Pediatrics recommends that 
swimming lessons should be considered 
for children ages 1-3.  Parents should 
decide about swimming lessons based on 
their child’s physical abilities, emotional 
readiness, and closeness to water.  Families 
with pools or who live near a lake should 
consider lessons at an earlier age.  2. Always 
supervise your child in the water.  Never even 
for a moment leave small children alone 
or under the supervision of another young 
child while in or near any kind of water.  
This includes bathtubs, toilets, buckets, or 
irrigation ditches.  Keep a young child within 
arms reach when in the water.  Even if you 
choose swimming areas with lifeguards, 
you still need to keep an eye on your kids.  
Lifeguards can’t always watch every person 
at every moment.  3. Make sure your pool 
is surrounded by a fence.  According to the 
American Academy of Pediatrics, a fence 
that completely surrounds a pool isolating 
it from the house can cut the drowning risk 
by half.  To really be safe, a fence should 
be at least 4 feet high, difficult to climb, and 
have a self latching lock closure.  Building 
codes don’t always require fencing around 
inflatable pools, but many of them contain 
thousands of gallons of water and stay up 
for weeks at a time.  4. Learn CPR.  All 
parents should know CPR.  Starting CPR im-
mediately can mean the difference between 
life and death, and can prevent severe brain 
damage.  To find a class near you, contact the 
American Red Cross or speak with your local 
emergency first aid squads to see when they 
offer CPR classes.  5. Some other suggestions 
for parents to prevent drowning, don’t use 
air filled aids like water wings.  Instead use 
lifejackets.  They are designed to keep kids 
safe.  All children should wear a life jacket  
in a boat or at the water’s edge.  Know how 
deep the water is and what’s underneath 
before letting kids jump in.  Never let kids 
dive in until you know there’s enough water, 
for example, a pool should be at least 12 feet 
deep under the diving board.  When at the 
ocean, teach kids what to do in a rip current.  
Swim parallel to the shore until you can get 
out of the current, then swim back to shore.  
Alcohol is a major risk factor when it comes 
to teen drowning.  Talk to your kids about the 
dangers of drinking and swimming. 

Dean’s List at 
Middlesex County 
College

A total of 1,042 students were named to 
the Deans List for Spring 2011 at Middlesex 
County College. The list includes students 
from the following areas.
South Amboy 

Nicole Patricia Arzig, Noora Bayoumi, 
Hassan Bhatti, James J Buffi, Melissa 
Caraballo, Dana Christine Colburn-Gallo, 
Jennifer J D’Arpa, Debora S. Delle Donne, 
Nakisha R Fontenot, Nadia J Garzon, 
Danielle Denise Gerhard, Brooke Ashley 
Jarock, Marc Albert Leschinski, Nicole 
Susan Murphy, Khalidah Nazar, Maryann 
Ramirez, Kyle J Ravaioli Ryan, Alexander 
Reckhow, Melissa Ann Reilly, MacKenzie 
C Russell, Rostyslav Shamborovskyy, Hira 
Shoaib Siddiqu, Samantha L Stanley, Elz-
bieta Dominika Stec, David Tucka, Dana 
Barbara Virgillo, Timothy R Walczak, 
Stephanie E Walijeski 
Sayreville 

Michael A Chuntz, Michael L. Clark, 
Stephanie Melissa Coccaro, Fallon Conry, 
Shannon T Conry, Denise Davila, Anthony 
T De Monte, Brian R Demko, Megan N 
Domanski, Ken Fernando, Justin John 
Guerriera, Uma Kalluri, Justin I Linder, 
Thahisha Shaminka Martinez, Brian M 
Milbauer, Caitlin Marie Morris, Sara Ann 
Onifer, Kathryn M Pentek, Ashley Nicole 
Pereira, Ashley S Pires, Pamela Akinti Smith, 
Thomas Fonda Thasites, Joseph M Trybus, 
Opeyemi Obasegun Windapo, Jonasz M 
Witek, Ulyana S Yagodintseva
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Ever Hear Of The USS Laffey?
By Jerry Connors

There were actually 2 destroyers named 
LAFFEY during World War II.  The first 
was DD459, and it was sunk by a supe-
rior Japanese force in a night sea battle off 
Guadalcanal in Nov. 1942.  DD459 fought 
valiantly and suffered significant loss of life 
before going under.  In an earlier battle, the 
aircraft carrier WASP was lost and DD459 
rescued many of its survivors.

The second USS Laffey was DD724.  It 
was commissioned in time to participate in 
the D-Day landings in Normandy on June 
6, 1944.  DD724 bombarded German for-
tifications on Utah Beach along with other 
duties.  At one point, the LAFFEY was hit 
above its waterline by a 240 mm shell that 
lodged in its hull, but did not explode.  The 
crew was able to dislodge it and dump it 
into the English Channel without incident.  
With the Normandy coastal area secured, 
DD724 returned to the Boston Navy Yard 
for repairs and updates, before sailing to the 
Pacific Theatre.  In the latter stages of 1944 
and early 1945, LAFFEY supported landings 
in the Philippines and Iwo Jima.

In April 1945 during the Okinawa 
campaign, LAFFEY was assigned to picket 
or early warning duties to detect incoming 
Japanese Kamikazes.  On the 16th, LAFFEY 
itself came under attack.  The destroyer’s 
main armament was 3 sets of twin 5” guns 
mounted in 2 forward turrets and 1 near the 
stern.  DD724 withstood the attacks, but 
suffered severe damage and casualties.  Dur-
ing this one day engagement, LAFFEY was 
besieged by 21 Kamikaze planes, the most 
ever to attack one ship.  DD724 was hit by 
4 bombs and 6 Kamikazes.  With the aid of 
air support, and its own weaponry, LAFFEY 
destroyed the remaining attackers.  At the 
end of the day, its stern, including the rear 
twin 5” gun turret was virtually destroyed.  
Unable to maneuver, it’s World War II fight-
ing days were over.  32 crew members were 
killed and 71 wounded.  A book has been 
written about the LAFFEY entitle “The Ship 
That Would Not Die.”

Does this ship have any relevance to 
the local area?  I believe it does.  He never 

talked about it, but one of my favorite South 
Amboyans, Ed “Lefty” Zebro was the Gun 
Captain of the forward most twin 5” gun tur-
ret.  The gun crew was credited with downing  
1 aircraft and shared in the destruction of 
others.  During the height of the battle, one of 
Lefty’s projectile loaders was singed around 
the eyes by unburned powder and became 
unnerved and jittery.  This could lead to a 
dangerous situation.  Lefty always carried a 
rawhide maul to use on a balky gun.  On this 
occasion, he held it under the sailor’s nose 
and yelled “Settle down.”   The sailor got 
the message.  For his heroism and leadership 
during this engagement, Lefty was awarded 
a Bronze Star Medal.

Lefty had a distinguished, although 
short-lived minor league baseball career.  
In 1942, he batted .285 for Kingsport, TN 
in the Appalachian League.  Then World 
War II intervened.  Upon returning from the 
Navy in 1946, he played his final season, and 
again had a respectable batting average of 
.301.  Now 26 years old, he decided to end 
his baseball pursuits and move on.

In 1949 and the early 50’s, I had the 
good fortune of playing for Lefty with the 
South Amboy AA and Briggs.  The teams 
won 3 straight NJ State Semi Pro Champion-
ships.  Lefty was a great player/manager.  I 
thought the sun rose and set on him.  Since 
he chewed tobacco on the field, I thought I 
should chew tobacco, even though I hated 
it.  During this period, he did as much as 
anyone to organize and promote baseball 
in South Amboy and Middlesex County.  
I left South Amboy in the mid ‘50’s, but 
Lefty continued his excellent coaching and 
managing.  His teams provided a stepping 
stone for a good number of team members 
to play and manage baseball in the major 
and minor leagues.  Unfortunately, Lefty 
passed away at the much too early age of 
42.  This was a real tough loss for family, 
friends and associates.

P.S.-The USS LAFFEY lives on how-
ever.  After World War II, it was repaired 
and remained active until 1975.  Today it 
serves as a ship museum in Mount Pleasant, 
SC (Just north of Charleston).  

South Amboy Senior Legion
Off To Fast Start

(Article submitted)

South Amboy Post 62 Senior (19U) 
American Legion baseball team is once 
again off to a fine start.  After opening with 
a loss to Clara Barton Post 324, the SA team 
bounced back with 3 straight wins, including 
a 3-0 payback win vs. Clara Barton.  Former 
Cardinal McCarrick and current Middlesex 
CC pitcher, Joe Lunger fired a 4-hit shutout 
over Barton, and received plenty offensive 
support from the Pacansky brothers, Kevin, 
a 2-run double, and Eric, 2 hits, including a 
two bagger and 2 stolen bases.

South Amboy High’s Dustin DeVoe 
has pitched brilliantly with 2 wins so far.  
He stopped North Brunswick, 4-3, with 
Lunger notching the save.  Most recently, 
DeVoe topped Iselin Post 471, by a score 

of 7-2.  Ryan Smith drilled 2 hits, and Eric 
Pacansky continued his red-hot hitting with 
2 hits, including a 2-run double with the 
bases loaded.

Former Sayreville HS and current 
William Paterson College’s Brian Truchan 
has been playing a tremendous centerfield, 
as well as setting the table for the squad.  
Perth Amboy Vo-Tech’s Rich Vega has 
impressed behind the plate, and showing a 
strong arm.

Post 62’s team plays its home games at 
Veteran’s Park-Home of Jack McKeon Field.  
Please support our boys, and you’ll see local 
talent including current college players from 
Middlesex County use wood bats the way 
baseball should be played! 

McCarthy Going Places
Mike McCarthy, son of former South 

Amboy resident, Hoffman High School leg-
end, Joe “Moose” McCarthy, has been getting 
many rave reviews for his outstanding play at 
the University of Texas Pan American.  The 
talented catcher led the team with a sizzling 
.372 mark, and also was #1 with 43 RBI.   
Mike finished 2nd in hits-68, and on-base 
percentage-.449.  He also started in 49 of the 
team’s 51 games, and was 3rd with a .985 
fielding percentage.  He also nailed 20 of 40 

would-be base stealers, which is an amazing 
percentage.  His slugging percentage-.470  
was 3rd highest on the squad.

Coach Manny Mantrana said that, “He 
is the total package.  Obviously, he is an 
excellent baseball player, both defensively 
and had a very good year offensively.”

The talented junior seems to be heading 
on the road to Yankee Stadium, and may well 
someday be behind the plate catching for the 
Bronx Bombers.   Best of luck, Mike!

1954 Little League Rosters
Part 2

Rotary Club-Joe Minnick, Ray Zera, 
Tom Adams, Bob Trella, Danny Harvey, 
Dennis White, Eddie Spratford, Jim Reick, 
Ed Zera, Bill Egan, Rich Egan, Joe Bulman, 
Carlton Thistle, Rich Trella, John Malik, 
John Warnowicz, Al Read, Ken Wahler.

Enterprise H & L-Rich Christiana, Tom 
Harvey, Bernie Dowling, John Gendlek, Bill 
Torok, George Reick, Tom Graney, Mike 
McCarthy, Fred Bloodgood, Joe McCarthy, 
Tom Snover, Allen Bloodgood, Ed Good, 
Al Ust, Gary Rea, Tom Cuthbertson, Frank 
Kennedy, Frank Brennan.

First Aid-John Spina, Jim Brinamen, 
Jim Geant, Bob Dobrzynski, Ron Stryshak, 
Bob Martin, Bob Moore, Richie Moran, Ed 
Beshada, John Wojciechowski, Bob Graber, 
Charles Brinamen, Rich Dobrzynski, Ken 
Novak, Bruce Sten, Jim Ludlow, Jim Hackett, 
Mike Graber.

Protection-Bob Sullivan, John Hens-
berger, Henry “Henny The DJ” Conroy, 
Eddie Conroy, Bill Moran, Rich Dooling, 
Joe Coughlin, Ray Morgan, George Smith, 
Joe Jankowski, Ed Schaber, Phil Purcell, 
Fred Schaber, Tom Purcell, Dennis Quinlan, 
Jim Check, John Jarusiewicz.

Briggs-Dennis Beshada, Jim Ferguson, 

Charles Krzyzkowski, Jim Sorenson, Jim 
Gominger, Leon Kaboski, Fran Tomasze-
wski, Rich Seagrave, Dave LaMont, John 
Mankowski, Bob Hamilton, Frank Murray, 
Charles Schachel, John Papp, Frank Gelsi-
non, Bob Doyle, Steve Trzoniec.

P.B.A.-Joe Burke, Dave Inman, Bob 
Waitt, Gene Creed, Joe Harrigan, Rich 
McCloud, Tom Jancola, Jim O’Leary, Gary 
Selover, Gene O’Brien, Ed O’Leary, Gary 
Conley, Ed Mullane, Francis Turner, Francis 
Waitt, Vince Attardi, Bill Henry.

  

Local Draft Picks
Local players selected in the Major 

League Baseball Amateur Entry Draft 
include:

1968-Tom Kelly, outfielder, St. Mary’s 
H.S.-The Seattle Pilots selected him in the 
8th round.  He was the 180th selection 
overall.

1968-Bob Keister, pitcher, Sayreville 
H.S.-The Philadelphia Phillies picked him 
in the 18th round.  He was the 407th selec-
tion overall.

1981-Tom Cannon, third base-pitcher, 
Sayreville H.S.-The San Diego Padres 
drafted him in the 31st round.  He was the 
753rd amateur player selected overall.

The Old And New

2005-The old Victory Bridge is pictured after it was dismantled, under the new bridge.  The 
old Victory Bridge was built in 1925, and dedicated in 1926.  (Photo/info courtesy of Lester 
& Esther Buickerood)  

Members of Troop 95 salute the flag as it’s being raised for Frog Hollow’s Opening Day on 
May 28th. (photo by Allan Russell)

Manville High School.  He left New 
Jersey to pursue his dream of becoming a 
priest, and studied theology at St. Mary’s 
College, Orchard Lake, Michigan.  He gradu-
ated with a degree in theology and religious 
studies.  He continued his education at St. 
Cyril and St. Methodius Seminary, Orchard 
Lake, where he obtained a Master of Divin-
ity in 1986.  Bishop Theodore McCarrick 
ordained him May 31, 1986 at St. Francis of 
Assisi Cathedral, Metuchen.  Father Joe has 
served the Metuchen Diocese as Parochial 
Vicar at St. John Vianney Parish, Colonia and 
Immaculate Conception Parish, Somerville.  
He has been Chaplain of Bishop Ahr HS, plus 
grammar schools in Colonia and Somerville.  
He became Pastor of Sacred Heart Parish in 
1993.  Father Romanoski has always been a 
strong supporter of Catholic education and 
believes his best accomplishment was saving 
Sacred Heart School which was slated for 

Father Joe Celebrates 25th
continued from page 1

closure in 1993.  He praised Bishop Edward 
Hughes for allowing him a couple of more 
years to turn things around.  He also noted the 
commitment of parents and parishioners.  His 
other major accomplishment was the creation 
of the Sacred Heart Creative Kids Center.  In 
recognition of his educational efforts, Father 
Joe was awarded the Service to Education 
award in 1999 by the Metuchen Diocese.  He 
said his parish is alive and beautiful, and has 
been revitalized by a more diverse group of 
young and old, Black and Hispanic, Irish, 
and of course Polish.

Father Romanoski’s 25th Anniversary 
celebration of his priestly ordination was a 
wonderful tribute to a man whose inspired 
leadership has generated new enthusiasm at 
Sacred Heart, and to a man who has tirelessly 
worked for the betterment of his church.  We 
wish him continued happiness and success, 
as he leads Sacred Heart in the 21st century.  
God Bless Father Joe!
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Obituaries
Bloodgood, Harmon J., 66, of Parlin 

died on May 29.
Dahl, Ray A., 79, of Parlin died on 

May 27.
Da Palma, Pedro A., 76, of South Amboy 

died on June 12. 
Diem, Edward, 82, of South Amboy 

died on June 7.
Farparan, Sharon I. O’Rourke, 47, for-

merly of Sayreville died on May 23.
Mervin, Myra E., 86, of Parlin died 

on June 2.
Michalik, Kevin M., 49, formerly of 

Sayreville died on May 29.
Gandaro, Natalie Modzelewski, 80, of 

Sayreville died on June 2.
Groskranz, Karl, 66, of Sayreville died 

on May 19.
Klimowicz, Carol A., 71, of South 

Amboy died on June 5.
Kolodziejski, Benjamin “Budniak,” 96, 

of South Amboy died on June 1.
Krause, Wilbur R., 72, of Sayreville 

died on June 13.
Launay, Noreen C., 79, of Sayreville 

died on June 14.
Levens, Joan S., 68, of Sayreville died 

on May 23.
Lewandowski, Helen E., 89, formerly 

of South Amboy died on May 22.
Miller, Rosemary G., 96, of Sayreville 

died on June 13.
Mocarski, Helen E., 93, of South Amboy 

died on May 22.
Mundy, Virginia C. “Jeanne,” 89, of 

South Amboy died on June 4.
Piatek, Robert J., 74, of Sayreville died 

on June 11.
Poulos, Christopher Jr., 73, of Parlin 

died on May 23.
Seres, Rose L., 73, formerly of South 

Amboy died on June 6.
Sirna, Ruth V., 81, formerly of South 

Amboy died on June 6.
Sorenson, Robert L. “Red,” 81, of 

Morgan died on May 29.
Steiner, Martin R., 71, of Parlin died 

on June 10.
Szatkowski, Joseph A., 84, of Sayreville 

died on June 13.

Auxiliary Meeting
Sayreville-VFW Ladies Auxiliary meet-

ing of Veterans of Foreign War Post #4699 
will hold its monthly meeting on Tues., June 
28 in Sayreville.  All members are invited 
along with eligible ladies and past members 
of the auxiliary.  Refreshments will be served.  
Come out and meet the new officers for 
2011-2012.  Please bring in items for our 
soldiers overseas and store coupons.

 

OLV Senior Group 
Christmas Trip to 
Cape May

The OLV Senior Group is sponsoring 
a Christmas in Cape May trip on Saturday, 
December 3, 2011. The price of the trip 
is $60.00 which includes motor coach 
transportation, a box lunch consisting of a 
sandwich, beverage, and snack. Dinner in 
Cape May is on your own. There will be 
a walking candlelight tour and Christmas 
parade in Cape May. You will also have free 
time for shopping. A shuttle bus will also 
be available. The bus will leave the OLV 
lower parking lot at 11:30AM and return at 
approximately 10:30PM. For reservations or 
questions about the trip, please contact Geri 
at (732) 275-4351 before June 15. 

Pictures Identified
The Bowling Greats photo that appeared 

in the April issue of The SA Times featured 
an unidentified bowler, who has been identi-
fied by his teammate George Kardos, who 
also appeared in the picture.  George said 
the bowler’s name is Larry Olszak.

In another photo from the April edition, 
a group of St. Mary’s H.S. teenagers were 
pictured posing at a dance around 1960, and 
holding a 45 record.  Avid SA Times reader 
Kevin Beebe sent an e-mail identifying the 
boy next to John Toscano as John O’Hare.  
Special thanks to George and Kevin for their 
excellent detective work.

• TANK REMOVAL • INSTALLATION
• TANK TESTING • SANDFILL

• ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES

ADVANCED
SITE
IMPROVEMENTASI (���)

566-0281
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Members of American Legion Post 211 of Sayreville salute during the Flag Retirement 
ceremony held on June 14th.  (Photo/Info courtesy of Nellie Malet)

Commemorative 
Cookbooks

The OLV Senior Group are selling the 
last three boxes of cookbooks. Be one of the 
parishioners/cooks who has a copy of this 
memorable compilation of delicious parish 
recipes. Cookbooks are still available at the 
pastoral center or contact Teri at (732) 727-
7639. The sale price is $5.00.

Community Cut-a-thon Exceeds 
Fundraising Goal 

Photo/Article Submitted

Last Sunday’s “Cuts for a Cure” cut-a-
thon for Pancreatic Cancer Research held at 
The Hair Shop, 3188 Washington Road in 
the Parlin section of Sayreville, was more 
successful than Maryann Lavery-Minnella, 
owner of the Hair Shop, ever expected. 

Lavery-Minnella along with her sib-
lings, who lost both parents to the disease, 
have held this cut-a-thon for the past 4 years 
raising over $18,000 for the Lustgarten 
Foundation for Pancreatic Cancer Research.  
This year’s event raised $9,200 for the foun-
dation which surpassed her goal of $7,000.   
“My family and close friends have been my 
lifeline in helping me pull off this event. 
Without their help and support I don’t think I 
would have raised as much money as I have 
to date,” stated Lavery-Minnella. 

If it wasn’t for the outpouring response 
from her customers, friends & the local 
community, she wouldn’t keep doing it each 
year. “Everyone is struggling with the state 

of the economy right now but when I see the 
amount of people that come year after year, 
it really hits me emotionally knowing that 
they want to help me and my family support 
the Foundation in hopes that one day a cure 
will be found for this deadly disease.”

On a final note, Lavery-Minnella stated 
that planning for next year’s 5th Anniversary 
for “Cuts for a Cure” has already begun and 
she anticipates it to be spectacular.    

American Legion Luke A. Lovely Post #62 South Amboy and Sons of American Legion (SAL) 
are pictured with the veterans who reside at the N.J. Veterans Home in Menlo Park.  The 
local Legion sponsors an annual picnic for the veterans, who are brought in by bus, and they 
really enjoy the food and good company throughout the day.  (Photo by Tom Burkard)

Members from Boy Scout Troop 95 prepare to retire flags at their annual Flag Retirement 
Ceremony held at The Frog Hollow Swim Club on June 11th.  Members in photo,(l-r), Bobby 
Bialkowski  , Scoutmaster Marty Ruszala, Patrick Scupp, ASM Tracy McCarty, Thomas 
Suhcicki ,Robert Pulchny, Farid Comrie, John Paul Bellanich,  ASM John Bellanich, Nick 
Bellanich , Mitchell Hall, & Brandon Russell. (Photo by Allan Russell) 

Students from Mrs. Dubeck’s Honors English class at Cardinal McCarrick High School
recently visited the Vietnam Veterans Memorial in Holmdel.  From that visit the class wrote 
essays about the memorial.  The students combined all the essays in book format and 
presented them to Vietnam Veterans Chapter 233 at their June 14th meeting.  The students 
are going to recommend that future classes from the High School also visit the memorial.  
(Photo/Info Submitted)
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The winner of the Franklin D. English Scholarship Award was drawn at the Dowdell Library 
by Library Director Elaine Gaber.  Pictured (l-r) are Gaber, Bob Pawlik and Thomas Downs 
IV.  The winner of the scholarship was Korie Vee who graduated from South Amboy High 
School.  Congratulations Korie!  (Photo by Brian Stratton)
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Jack Is Back!  McKeon Marlins Manager Again

South Amboy’s favorite son, Jack 
McKeon was named interim manager of the 
Florida Marlins, replacing Edwin Rodriguez, 
who resigned on Father’s Day after the 
Marlins floundered with 9 straight losses, 
dropping  17 of their last 18 games,  Bench 
coach Brandon Hyde managed the club on 
Father’s Day, as they absorbed their 10th 
consecutive loss.

McKeon, 80 is the second oldest manger 
in baseball history behind Connie Mack, 
who managed and owned the Philadelphia 
Athletics until he was 87.  Jack has not man-
aged since 2005 when he took a position as 
a special assistant to Marlins’ owner Jeffrey 
Loria, and he has remained very active with 
the franchise, scouting the farm system, and 
also representing the team at the First-Year 
Player Draft this month.

 “Trader Jack” as he is referred to in 
big league baseball circles worked a major 
miracle in 2003, when he was hired to 
manage in a similar situation with the Mar-
lins.  Florida was going nowhere fast when 
McKeon stepped in and changed the players 
attitudes, and actually made them believe 

they were winners and not as bad as their 
16-22 record they had under Jeff Torborg, 
whom McKeon replaced.  The rest of the 
2003 season is history, and thanks to Jack 
McKeon’s brilliant managing, the Marlins 
pulled off one of the biggest upsets of all 
time, by convincingly beating the powerful  
New York Yankees to win the World Series 
championship.

McKeon  is the only manager in the 
history of the game to have over 1,000 vic-
tories in both the major and minor leagues.  
His record is 1,011-940 in the majors, and 
in 17 minor league seasons, he was 1,146-
1,123.

Will Jack be a “miracle worker” again 
in 2011?  Perhaps de ja vu?   We’re betting 
that he will definitely turn this young and 
talented Marlins’ squad around, and lead 
them out of last place to greener pastures.  
Owner Jeffrey Loria couldn’t have selected 
a better baseball man, who is a true ambas-
sador of good will for the national past time.  
Best of luck, Jack, and we hope you’re back 
in the World Series again! Fluke Tournament

July 23
American Legion Luke A. Lovely Post 

#62 of South Amboy will be holding the 
Tank Leonard Memorial  Fluke Tournament 
on July 23rd.  Cost is $100 per boat, and a 
captains meeting will be held July 22nd.  For 
more info call Post #62 at 732-316-2299.  
Plus Calcutta. 

Spring Water Memories?
If you’ve been around the area for 

awhile, you probably remember the three 
locations in Sayreville and South Amboy 
that offered fresh spring water coming to 
you straight from the ground through a pipe.  
One was located at the Crossman property 
on Main Street in Sayreville, another past 
the S-Curve, near the railroad crossing on 
Bordentown Ave. in Sayreville, and South 
Amboy also had one on lower Main Street 
near the old train bridge.  Do you have any 
memories of this great spring water, or why 
the springs were stopped from pumping?  
Drop us a line at: thesatimes@aol.com.

COSTA HELPS MULES CAPTURE TITLE
Allentown, Pa. – Sophomore JESSICA 

COSTA (Sayreville, N.J./Cardinal McCar-
rick) helped the Muhlenberg College softball 
team capture the 2011 Centennial Conference 
championship and advance to the NCAA 
Tournament. 

Costa appeared in 33 games for the 
Mules, primarily as a defensive player and 
pinch-runner. She scored 10 runs in only 
seven at-bats and stole a pair of bases. She 
scored two of her 10 runs in the Mules’ dou-

bleheader sweep of Franklin & Marshall.
After tying for second during the regular 

season, Muhlenberg went 3-0 during the 
conference tournament, including a pair of 
dramatic wins over the top seed, to claim 
their record-tying fifth crown. The Mules 
then advanced to the NCAA Tournament for 
the ninth time in school history and finished 
with an overall record of 25-17, one win shy 
of the school record.

Mets Trip On July 16

By Tom Burkard

South Amboy Knights of Columbus 
Council 426 sponsors an outing to beautiful 
Citi Field on Sat., July 16, to see the Mets 
battle the National League East champion, 
Phillies with All-Star pitchers Roy Halladay, 
Cliff Lee, Roy Oswalt, and Cole Hammels 

in a 4:05 pm start.  Cost of $65 includes 
game ticket, round trip motorcoach trans-
portation, sandwich, snacks, and beverages 
and a Mets gift.  Motorcoach leaves South 
Amboy Council Home, 308 Fourth St. at 
1:30 p.m.  For reservations call Steve at 
732-727-1707.
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Boy Scout Troop 91 recently boarded the Misty Morn out of Morgan for an evening of Fluke 
Fishing.  The scouts and their guests had a great time, plenty of fish were caught and 
Chris Assenza of Sayreville caught the largest Fluke measuring 23”!  (Photo by Samantha 
Stratton)

Max Weinberg (l) of E Street Band and Late 
Night with Conan O’Brien fame was back 
stage after the “Pacino, One Night Only” 
show at The Count Basie Theatre. Max 
and Al (r) pose for a quick photo during the 
meet and greet held after the show. (Photo 
by Brian Stratton)

Independence Day
Middlesex County - Middlesex County 

Cultural and Heritage Commission and East 
Jersey Olde Towne Village invite you to 
celebrate our Nation’s Independence with 
Bob Gleason from the American Historical 
Theatre performing as Baron von Steuben, 
on Monday, July 4, 2011 from 2 pm at the 
Village, 1050 River Road, Piscataway.  

 The afternoon will begin with Com-
mission Staff Douglas Aumack, dressed 
in 18th century style clothing, reading the 
Declaration of Independence, followed by 
a portrayal of Baron von Steuben by Bob 
Gleason.

Frederick von Steuben, a Prussian-
born aristocrat, played a key role in turning 
America’s soldiers into a true army. After 
years of successfully serving in European 
armies and through a glowing letter of 
recommendation from Benjamin Franklin, 
Baron von Steuben was hired by George 
Washington to come to America in 1777 to 

coordinate his troops.  Though he spoke no 
English and found the American military 
organization very different from Europe, von 
Steuben persevered. He created new firing 
regulations and a training program, much like 
what is used today. Baron von Steuben and 
George Washington were at the Indian Queen 
Tavern, located then in New Brunswick, on 
the evening of December 5, 1783.

Actor and historian Bob Gleason joined 
the American Historical Theatre in 1991 
where his in-depth historical research and au-
dience interactivity have become hallmarks 
of his historical portrayals. Gleason has been 
featured at the White House Visitor’s Center, 
Ford’s Theatre, National Archives, Library 
of Congress, and Smithsonian Institution, as 
well as schools, museums, historic sites, and 
libraries throughout the United States.

 For more information and to register for 
this free program, please call, 732.745.3030. 
Persons with hearing disabilities may dial 
732.745.3888 (TTY users only) or 711, the 
New Jersey Relay Service. East Jersey Olde 
Towne Village is an accessible site. An As-
sistive Listening System is in use and avail-
able during the program; an American Sign 
Language interpreter can be provided with a 
two-week advance request. Wheelchairs are 
also available upon request for visitors who 
may need assistance from the parking lot to 
the program. Funded in part by Middlesex 
County Cultural & Heritage Commission, 
Middlesex County Board of Chosen Free-
holders and the NJ Historical Commission, 
a division of the Department of State.

PRAYER TO THE BLESSED VIRGIN
(Never known to fail)  Oh, most beautiful flower of 

Mt. Carmel, Fruitful vine, splendor of Heaven, blessed 
Mother of the Son of God, Immaculate Virgin, assist 
me in my necessity.  Oh Star of the Sea, help me 
and show me, herein  you are my mother.  Oh, Holy 
Mary, Mother of God, Queen of Heaven and Earth!  I 
humbly beseech you from the bottom of my heart to 
succor me in this necessity.  There are none that can 
withstand your power.  Oh, show me herein you are 
my mother.  Oh Mary, conceived without sin, pray for 
us who have recourse to thee (3 times).  Holy Mary, 
I place this cause in your hands (3 times).  Say this 
prayer for 3 consecutive days.  You must publish  it and 
it will be granted to you.  Thank you.  -M.M..

The Royal Court from South Amboy High School’s Prom held at the Buttonwood Manor on 
May 20th.  Pictured (l-r) are Prince, Mike McGee, Princess, Devon Carney, King Steven, 
Breeden and Queen, Danielle Tucka.  (Photo by Brian Stratton)
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Pictured are Cardinal McCarrick High School’s Valedictorian Edward Molina (l) and 
Salutatorian Alexa Tsaptsinos (r).  Great job we are sure you will continue to excel in college.  
(Photo by Brian Stratton)

Pictured are South Amboy High School’s Valedictorian Brittany Larkin (l) and Salutatorian 
Karen Vazquez (r).  Best wishes for the future we know you will do well!! (Photo by Brian 
Stratton) 
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