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Assemblyman Craig Coughlin (l), and Sayreville Mayor Kennedy O’Brien (r) are pictured 
during the Sounding of Taps at the Borough’s Candlelight Ceremony in memory of the victims 
of 9/11, which was held at Burke’s Park in Sayreville .  (Photo by Tom Burkard)

Sacred Heart Church Pastor Father Joseph Romanowski (r) joins in the singing with the 
Sacred Heart School Choir at a special “Remembrance of 9/11,” which was held during the 
annual parish picnic at Frog Hollow Swim Club.  (Photo by Tom Burkard)

South Amboy Firefighters, First Aid members and other people are pictured at the city’s 
9/11 memorial service held in front of City Hall.  *See more photos of the 9/11 ceremonies 
on page 19.  (Photo by Tom Burkard)

This beautiful LeBaron convertible had a very close call from Hurricane Irene.  The car was 
parked at the end of Liberty St. in Morgan during the hurricane, when the pavement let loose 
and left it hanging on the edge, just a few feet away from destruction down a very deep 
gully.  Owners were away at the time, and thanks to a quick-thinking neighbor, who called 
Don Rzepka of Al’s Auto Body to hurry over with a tow truck, both vehicles were saved.   
*See more hurricane photos on page 14. (Photo/info courtesy of John Dowd) 

Irene, Lee Storm Area
By Steve Schmid

Many local residents continue to recover 
from the effects of Hurricane Irene and the 
remnants of Tropical Storm Lee.  Hurricane 
Irene pounded Sayreville and South Amboy 
with torrential rains, winds, and floods.  
Many trees fell down in the area.  A large 
Sycamore tree toppled onto Main Street in 
South Amboy by the corner of North Stevens 
Ave., blocking both lanes of Main Street, as 
live wires dangled nearby.  The street was 
closed for nearly a full day until workers 
could remove the fallen tree.  Downed trees 
caused scattered power outages.  

Hurricane Irene struck Saturday August 
27 and continued into Sunday August 28.  
Strong winds followed the storm after 8-10 
inches of rain fell.  South Amboy residents 
lost water service August 28, when a 16-inch 
water main broke on West Railroad Avenue.  
Middlesex Water Company imposed a boil 
water order for two days as a result.  Many 
people opted for using bottled water as much 
as possible.

Sayreville was hit with serious flooding, 
and the Sayreville/South River causeway was 
closed for several hours.  MacArthur Avenue 
and parts of Bordentown Avenue were also 
closed due to flooding.  Sayreville residents 
living on Weber Ave. and vicinity suffered 
greatly from Hurricane Irene, and many 
families were devastated by major flooding 
which ruined basements, foundations, and 
important valuables. 

Raritan Bay Waterfront Park escaped 
major damage, as the storm sent waves and 
sand onto the newly rebuilt walkway.  The 
cyclone fence which was used to build up 
sand dunes, was knocked down.  New Jersey 
Transit shut down rail operations during 
and after the storm, which hampered many 
commuters.  We received a second dose of 
heavy rains from the remnants of Tropical 
Storm Lee on September 6 and 7.  Three 
more inches of rain fell on an already satu-
rated area.  We can only hope for some dry 
weather come this fall.

Ed Flannery Dies At 83
By Tom Burkard

Former South Amboy resident and 
Recreation Director, Ed Flannery Jr., 83 
of Blairstown, NJ died on Sept. 2.  He was 
employed by Metropolitan Life Insurance 
as a professional agent, and had many local 
clients.  Ed and his family were highly-re-
spected throughout the South Amboy com-
munity during the 22 years that they resided 
in “The Pleasant Little City.”  

A friend, Monica Carter Marie said that, 
“As a representative for Met Life, he was 
many people’s ‘insurance guy.’  He was a 
wonderful man with sparkling Irish eyes and 
a personality to match.”

I’ll always remember working for Ed 
in 1976 when he served briefly as the South 
Amboy Recreation Director and Ray Stock-
ton was his Assistant Director.  They were 
both a pleasure to work with, and went out 
of their way to make the Rec  program a big 
success.  God Bless Ed Flannery Jr.

Dunk a South 
Amboy Politician 

and Help the 
Library

Dunk some of the well-known person-
alities of South Amboy and help the Dowdell 
Library at the same time.  A dunking booth 
will feature former South Amboy Mayor 
John O’Leary and City Councilman Mickey 
Gross, City Councilman Donald Applegate 
and South Amboy High School teacher and 
coach Tony Gonsalves.  The booth will be 
part of the Arts Festival and Street Fair held 
on Sunday, September 25 from 11:00 am to 
4:00 pm on Broadway, South Amboy. 

The booth is made possible thanks to a 
generous donation from State Assemblyman 
John Wisniewski.  It is sponsored by the 
Dowdell Library Foundation, and all funds 
raised will be donated to the Sadie Pope 
Dowdell Public Library of South Amboy.  

The Dowdell Library Foundation is a 
501 (c)(3) non-profit organization.  For more 
information, visit www.DowdellFoundation.
org or call (732) 316-1078. South Amboy’s 

Talking Dog
By Tom Burkard

Well, you think you’ve heard it all, 
but you probably haven’t heard Mishka, 
the Husky dog from South Amboy talking.  
That’s right, a talking dog lives right here 
in South Amboy, and has an impressive 
portfolio.  

Mishka is owned and trained by Alena 
Gardea, and has been on some pretty impres-
sive TV shows, most recently the “Good 
Morning America Show” on September 
10.  Mishka, now 9 years old currently has 
82 videos to her credit on YouTube .com, 
and a combined total of over 100 million 
viewers!

Back in 2009, Mishka appeared on the 
popular TV show “Live!  Regis & Kelly” 
with Kelly Ripa and Bette Midler, who filled 
in for Regis.   Mishka didn’t disappoint, and 
said, “I love you” to the delight of the audi-
ence.  The very special canine has plenty 
of other words in her vocabulary, including 
“Bye-Bye,”  “Hasta La Vista,”  “Hamburger,” 
“Obama,” and more.  

Mishka’s top video is the “I love you”, 
which has netted almost 56 million view-
ers!  You can see all of Mishka’s videos on 
YouTube.com, just by typing in Mishka, 
The Talking Dog.

Attention South 
Amboy / Sayreville 

Residents   
Sayreville Auxiliary Police are seeking 

new members to join its volunteer force. 
Interested applicants must be 18 years of 
age or older, be able to pass a criminal 
background check and possess a valid New 
Jersey driver’s license. 

Interested applicants can download an 
application from: www.sayrevillepoliceaux.
org, or send a letter of interest to: Sayreville 
Police Department, Attn: Auxiliary Police, 
1000 Main St., Sayreville, NJ 08872. 

Include your full legal name, address, 
phone number and a brief summary about 
yourself.

NEXT ISSUE 
OCT. 22ND

• CAMPAIGN ‘11
• VETERANS DAY
• SA TIMES 20th

    ANNIVERSARY
• HALLOWEEN
        DEADLINES

OCT. 10TH

FOR ADS CALL
732-727-0398 OR

732-727-1906



�   September �4, �011   South Amboy-Sayreville Times

SOUTH AMBOY
SAYREVILLE TIMES

P.O. BOX 3027 • SOUTH AMBOY N.J. 08879

Tel. 732-727-0398
email:  satimes@aol.com

website:  thesatimes.com
Publisher
Tom Burkard

Associate Publisher
Brian Stratton

Feature Writers
Elaine Holton Scott

Teo Weber
Henny the DJ

Clem Skarzynski
Dr. John Misiewicz

Steve Schmid
Fran Fitzmorris

Anna Harris Friberg
Poet Laureate

Albert Gomolka Jr.
 Opinions and comments in printed articles do not necessarily reflect the 
opinion of The South Amboy-Sayreville Times, c. 1991.
 This newspaper will not be liable for errors appearing in the editorial 
copy or advertising beyond the cost of space occupied by error.

Fall Foliage Casino 
Bus Trip-Oct. 9

Bus trip to the Poconos features lunch 
at Smuggler’s Cove and Gambling at Mount 
Airy Casino Resort. Bus leaves So. Amboy 
ELKS lodge, 601 Washington Ave at 9am. 
$45 per person ($25 deposit due asap) 
includes $25 in slot dollars and $10 food 
voucher. Contact Richard Swan (732) 829-
9660 for reservation or more info.   

SAYAA Seeks 
Board Members

The South Amboy Youth Athletic Asso-
ciation (SAYAA) is looking to its’ members 
or individuals to serve as Executive Board 
Members.  The SAYAA meet the second 
Tuesday of each month at 6:30 pm at the 
Baseball Field Clubhouse.  Board members 
oversee the youth baseball, softball, bas-
ketball and soccer programs in town.  For 
more information, please call Gene Reagan 
at 908.510.0385.  

Talk Of The Towns
By Tom Burkard

Missing Dog Tags
It was brought to our attention by local 

residents who visit Waterfront Park every 
night that the dog tags from the beautiful 
Sebban Memorial  were missing.  Someone 
put a new replacement set of dog tags on 
the memorial, but there’s nothing like the 
original ones according to locals.  Let’s 
hope if anyone finds them, they’re returned 
to where they belong.

South Amboy Pottery In Philly
Former South Amboy resident and 1969 

St. Mary’s HS graduate Bill Margaretta, told 
us that he recently saw a piece of pottery at 
the Philadelphia Museum of Art that was 
made in South Amboy.  Amazing! 

In Memoriam
Charles Vail, 79, of South Amboy died 

on Aug. 21.  He was a lifelong employee 
of the City of South Amboy, working at 
the Water Treatment Plant, the Sewage 
Plant, and the South Amboy Police Dept.  
He was a good-guy, and respected by all.  
Bernadette Cosenza, 69, of Sayreville died 
on Aug. 22.   She was co-owner with her 
late husband Ray of Quality Sprinkler in 
Sayreville for 24 years.  Bill Burlew, 57, 
formerly of South Amboy died on Sept. 3.  
Although he resided in Colorado Springs, 
CO for many years, he still had many friends 
locally, who enjoyed his great personality 
and company.  Alice Herbert Matthews, 91, 
formerly of South Amboy died on Sept. 5.  
She was a nice lady and a 1938 graduate of 
Hoffman H.S.  Alice always had plenty of 
school spirit, and attended most of the H.G. 
Hoffman Multi-Year Class Reunions.  Gary 
Mihok, 65, of Sayreville died on Sept. 8.  
While serving in the Vietnam War, he was 
awarded 2 Purple Hearts.  In 1964, he was 
a Group I, 2nd Team All-State outfielder for 
Hoffman High’s baseball team.

These fine people will all be missed, but 
their memories always treasured.

Split-Decision-Hurricane Irene made a clean break of a lot of trees in the local area as 
well as around the country in August of 2011.  Damage was in the millions when the storm 
was over.  (Photo/info by Joe Lotkowictz)

Pleasant Little 
Trivia

By Tom Burkard
1. In the 1960’s this popular barber shop 

was located on South Pine Ave. in South 
Amboy?  a.Bob’s b.Bucky’s c.Mike’s

2.In ’80, where was the Malibu Inn 
located at in Sayreville?  a.Ernston Rd. 
b.Washington Rd. c.Main St.

3.South Amboy’s Tax Collector in 1975?  
a.Natalie Brennan b.Kathleen Prusakowski 
c.Mary Wenzel

4.This restaurant was located on Main 
St., Sayreville in 1976?  a.Spezzi’s b.Alice’s 
c.Michael’s

5.St. Mary’s school play in ’73?  
a.Little Me b.Bye Bye Birdie c.The Student 
Prince

6.The Club Bene was located in Sayre-
ville on?  a.Route 35 South b.Old Spye Rd. 
c.Jernee Mill Rd.

7.In 1972, where was the Gay 90’s bar 
located in South Amboy?  a.North Broadway 
b.First St. c.John St.

8.This bagel shop was locate on Ernston 
Rd., in Parlin in 1982?  a.Eli’s b.Anne’s 
c.Parlin

9.Where was Lagoda’s Bar located in 
’72?  a.Rt. 35, Melrose b.Broadway, South 
Amboy c.Pine Ave., Morgan

10.Sayreville’s population in 1970 was?  
a.24,013 b.27,596 c.32,508

11.Chairman of the South Amboy 
Republican Organization in ’69?  a.C. 
Leslie Batchelor b.Thorvald Olsen c.John 
Baranowski

12.In what section of Sayreville is Fred’s 
Bait Stand located?  a.Melrose b.Laurel Park 
c.Morgan

Answers
1c 2a 3b 4c 5a 6a 7b 8a 9a 10c 11a 

12c.



South Amboy-Sayreville Times   September �4, �011   �

 ★  Business of the Month  ★

Some of the talented Peterpank Diner crew are (l-r) Owner Patty Colaprico, Owner 
Alex Panko, Sue Kartis, and Kevin Colaprico.  (Photo by Tom Burkard)

Peterpank Diner

Peterpank Diner, located at 967 
Route 9 North in Sayreville, is one of 
the finest and most popular diners in 
the state of New Jersey.    The Pank, 
in business for over 50 years, is fam-
ily-operated,  run by  Alice Panko, her 
son Alex, and daughter Patty.  Open 
24/7, 24 hours, 7 days a week, the diner 
continues to satisfy hungry patrons with 
outstanding, mouth-watering meals and 
top-notch service.  

The Peterpank Diner is currently 
sponsoring “A Day At The Pank,” where 
organizations, in order to raise money, 
distribute coupons, and when someone 
eats at The Pank, and uses the coupon, 
part of the proceeds is donated to their 
cause.

In addition, the popular establish-
ment also sponsors a FREE Pasta dinner 
for all varsity teams from the three local 
high schools.  There is a room available 
for functions such as birthdays, showers, 
repast, times between viewing hours, 
etc.  A full-service bar is also featured.

Peterpank Diner is a lottery agency, 
and for any lottery ticket purchased at 

the diner that is not a winner, a Second 
Chance Drawing is offered for custom-
ers.  There is a box where you place your 
losing tickets and once a month, a ticket 
is drawn, and the winner gets an entire 
pack of lottery tickets for FREE.

Keep in mind that The Pank will be 
featuring the popular “Just Us Cruisers” 
Car Show every Friday night from 6-9 
p.m. until Oct. 5th.  The show is for a 
great cause, Sayreville’s Brain Injured 
Children, so come on out with the fam-
ily and have a fun time checking out the 
fantastic vintage cars, listening to great 
music from the terrific DJ Richie, and 
also enjoy games, such as the hula hoop 
contest and belt toss! 

The Pank is now offering delivery 
food service everyday between 9 a.m. 
to 9 p.m.  Make your holiday a little 
less stressful by ordering your pies, 
cakes and cookies from the Peterpank 
Diner.  Stop in at Peterpank Diner for 
the finest dining experience you’ll ever 
have.  The Pank is located at 967 Rt. 9 
North, Sayreville.   Call ahead for orders 
at 732-721-2850.

Trip To Atlantic City 
October 29

The Sayreville Historical Society is 
planning an Atlantic City Bus Trip on Oct. 
29 to Showboat Casino.  You will get $30 slot 
cash back.  There will be Bingo, and snacks 
on the bus with snacks and a movie on the 
trip home.  The bus leaves the Sayreville 
Senior Center parking lot at 10:45 a.m., and 
returns approximately 8:30 p.m.

Cost is $35 (A $10 deposit required by 
10/22).  To sign up contact Art Rittenhouse 
at 732-525-3208 or leave a message at the 
Sayreville Historical Society Museum at 
732-390-7046.

Human Relations 
Commission Will  
Feature Guest 
Speakers

The Sayreville Human Relations Com-
mission will be presenting two guest speak-
ers on Sunday, Oct. 16th from 2-4 p.m. at 
the Sayreville Senior Center, 423 Main St., 
Sayreville.  Ms. Ruth Gottlieb’s talk is titled 
“The Holocaust,” and Det. Juan Rodriguez 
will speak on “Bullying.”

South Amboy H.S. soccer coach Tony Gonsalves directed a very successful  soccer program 
that featured different contests at Sayreville Day. The program was sponsored by South 
Amboy Elks #784.  (Photo by Tom Burkard) 
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Sister Joyce Jacobs (l), Sister Mary Gomolka (r), and Sister Mary Kilcomons (missing from 
photo), all born and raised in South Amboy, recently celebrated their 60th “Diamond Jubilee” 
in the Sisters of Mercy Order, at Mount Saint Mary’s Academy, Watchung, NJ.  
All three sisters were friends, having attended 12 years of South Amboy schools.  They 
graduated from St. Mary’s HS, and entered the convent together in 1951.  Congratulations 
on this magnificent accomplishment, and may God Bless you in this fulfilling profession.  
(Photo/info By Al Gomolka Jr.)

Open House
By Steve Schmid

South Amboy Knights of Columbus 
Council 426 and the Columbiettes are hold-
ing an Open House Friday night, Sept. 30, 
7:30pm at the Council Home, 308 Fourth St., 
South Amboy.  Everyone is invited for food 
and light refreshments, and to see the banquet 
hall and lounge.  Come and learn about the 
Knights and Columbiettes, what they do, 
how they do it, and where they do it.

Yearbook-Hoffman 1986
By Tom Burkard

Pop songs such as “The Power of Love,” 
“St. Elmo’s Fire,” and “Money For Nothing” 
ruled the nation’s radio stations, when H.G. 
Hoffman H.S. Class of ’86 began its senior 
year in early September 1986.

John Olexa was Superintendent of 
Schools, and Joseph DePasquale, Principal.  
Some of the fine educators were Joann 
Blackmore, Richard Bonner, Joan Folis, 
Doris Haley, Helene LaPoint, Howard 
Weinberg.

Chris Olexa and Irene Maslowski were 
co-editors of the yearbook, which was 
dedicated to Roberta Rim.  Many events 
and happenings took place on the Hoffman 
scene including SADD; the Battle of the 
Bands; Lip Sync; following and rooting for 
the school’s outstanding athletic teams; the 
prom.  Other fond memories included “the 
corner,” The Bay, “Razz,” Hurricane Gloria, 
Lions Den, and the Raritan Diner.

The Lip Sync was held on Nov. 26, 1985, 
and Bob Tooker’s band performed “I Wanna 
Be Somebody,” and captured 1st place.  The 
boys soccer club won the GMC crown for the 
first time, while girls cross country copped 
the GMC title, state sectional championship, 
and runners-up in the Group I state tourney.  
The fabulous girls’ basketball team won 
the MCCT title, and also the Group I state 
championship.  Lynn Ust scored her 1,000th 
point on Dec. 20, 1985.

Some of the Class of ’86 included: 
Robert Collins, Betty Czopek, Karen Fear, 
Lisa Elyea, Gary Fulciniti, Jane Harmon, 
Rich Herdman, Marty Hudak, Harry Hum-

mell, Donna Johnson, Paul Kenny, Shanen 
Kozak, Russell Krauss, Pat Leonard, Joe 
Lijoi, Mike Lopez, Rosemarie Malinowski, 
Greg Mocarski, Jim Nemeth, Eric Picklo, Jill 
Rittenhouse, Mike Sharp, Joanne Spencer, 
Stephanie Wahler, Jesus Torres Jr., Agnes 
Was, Matt Witham, Jayne Welsh.

The world was shocked in January 1986, 
when “The Challenger” exploded, killing all 
7 astronauts including the first school teacher 
in space, Christa McAuliffe.  Also in ’86, 
the Statue of Liberty was lighted again on 
its 100th birthday, after getting a facelift for 
$66 million.  Clint Eastwood was elected 
Mayor of Carmel, CA.  Roger Clemens set 
a MLB record by striking out 20 batters in 
a game.  Vanna White and “The Wheel of 
Fortune,” were the TV hit of the year.

While back at the John Street school…
Kevin Ebersol  was President of the Ski Club.  
Bill Holobowski rolled a 235 for the team’s 
highest game, and Greg Saggau had the top 
series with a 567.

Hoffman’s talented senior athletes 
were: Cynthia DeFort, Michelle DeFort, 
Julio Fuentes, Kelly Gallagher, Tim Gay, 
Dawn Kaiser, (who was also co-captain of 
the cheerleaders), Mark Kelly, Brian Krenc, 
Christine Kwiatek, Kathy McNeil, Jeanne 
Mankowski, Andrew Moran, Kelly Reick, 
Kim Schuck, Tom Skarzynski.

Whitney Houston’s “Greatest Love Of 
All” was the #1 hit in the nation, as Hoffman 
H.S. Class of 1986 graduated.  The 48 grads 
were a fine group of teenagers with many 
talents and true school spirit.

South Amboy 
Politics-1965

The South Amboy Democratic Or-
ganization named Dr. Frank Farrell as its 
Chairman, and the South Amboy Republican 
Organization selected George Cattano for 
its Chairman.

Attention High 
School Seniors…

The ELKS Most Valuable Student 
Scholarship Competition Applications are 
available online beginning Sept. 1, 2011. This 
scholarship is eligible to any High School 
Senior who is a citizen of the United States.  
Applicants will be judged on scholarship, 
leadership, and financial need.  Applications 
are available at Lodge # 784, 601 Washington 
St., South Amboy or may be downloaded 
online at www.elks.org/enf/scholars. The 
deadline for submission is Dec 1, 2011.  For 
more information please contact the lodge at 
(732) 727-7170 and leave a message for the 
Scholarship Chairperson Sue Peterson.

Beer and Brats To Benefit Veterans
The Old Bridge Sayreville Rotary is 

hosting a “Beer‘n Brats Oktoberfest” to 
benefit area veteran programs. The event will 
take place on Friday, October 28th starting 
at 6:30 PM, at Sacred Heart Memorial Hall, 
Main Street and Washington Ave. in South 
Amboy. Dave Hoffmann, the brewmeister 
from Climax Brewing Company in Roselle 
Park, NJ will conduct a special beer tasting. 
Samplings will include India Pale Ale, Cream 
Ale, Nut Brown Ale, Extra Special Pale Ale, 
and of course, Oktoberfest.  Ticket price is 
$25 and includes Bratwurst, served on She-

boygan Roll, German Potato Salad, Bavarian 
Pretzels, and Apple Strudel. Entertainment 
will be provided by the band, “Reason for 
Being”and  a comedian from T.V.’s “Com-
edy Central”. Wear your “lederhosen” and 
receive a special prize!

Advance ticket sales only, and space 
is limited. Call Glenn at (732)921-1468, or 
Jeff at (732)921-1466.  Tickets may also be 
purchased at Pride Landscape Supply, 350 
Ernston Rd., Parlin. For more information 
call Jeff at (732)921-1466.
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On September 8, South Amboy’s Eleanor Munck  was  honored at a proclamation ceremony  
at City Hall for 30 years of service as a Crossing Guard.  
South Amboy Crossing Guard Eleanor Munck proudly holds the Proclamation she received 
from the Mayor and Council for 30 years of service.  Pictured with Eleanor are Chief of Police 
Darren C. LaVigne, Guard Maryann Moran, Guard Doreen Sweatt, Guard Lorene Cuesta, 
Guard Lynn Kasics, Guard Sonia Valentin, Supervisor Anne Marie Trapp, Guard Bonnie 
Rosenberger, Guard Joanne Niestempski, Sgt. Jamie Norek.  (Photo submitted)

Eleanor Munck: 30 Years Of Dedication
By Anne Marie Trapp

Eleanor Cohan Munck was born on 
Jan. 16, 1929 in Jersey City, NJ.  She grew 
up in Laurence Harbor, and graduated from 
St. Mary’s HS in 1946.  After graduation, 
she worked for Merck Pharmaceuticals in 
Rahway for a short time.  In ’56, she married 
Bill “Chip” Munck, and moved to South 
Amboy where they raised 4 children and now 
have 10 grandchildren.  She worked in St. 
Mary’s School Cafeteria from 1971-1981, 
and was hired by The City of South Amboy 
as a School Crossing Guard in 1981, and 
continues to serve the City and the children 
of South Amboy in that capacity today.

Eleanor Munck has a heart of gold, and 

has always been there to lend a helping hand 
to friends and anyone in need.   She is fre-
quently making jam, mending clothes, mak-
ing crafts, or doing errands for her friends.  
Because of her years of experience working 
with the children of South Amboy, in the 
school system and as a Crossing Guard, she 
is known by young and old.  She still remains 
active in the community.  She continues to 
meet regularly with schoolmates for lunch, 
enjoys bingo, and can still be seen in AC on 
the one-armed bandits.  We are all very grate-
ful for her years of generosity and devotion 
to the children of South Amboy.

Karate Classes
The South Amboy Youth Group will be 

holding registration for Karate Classes on 
Monday, Sept. 26 from 6-7 p.m. at 108 South 
Stevens Ave., (the former South Amboy 
Senior Citizen Building).  The classes are 
for 3rd through 6th grade students only, and 
each must be a resident of South Amboy.  A 
limited number of students will be accepted 
on a first come first serve basis.

The Youth Group Director is Master 
Brian O’Connor, who said that, “This will be 
my 24th year of teaching self-defense to the 
children of South Amboy.  There is no better 
way of learning discipline, self-control, and 
self confidence.”

Registration fee is $20 per child, $30 per 
family.  Checks for registration must be made 
payable to (City of South Amboy).  For more 
information, please call 732-721-9093.

Pancake Breakfast 
Oct. 2

The Morgan Lions Club is sponsoring 
a Pancake Breakfast on Sunday, Oct. 2 at 
Eisenhower School, Ernston Rd., Sayre-
ville, from 8 a.m. to 12 noon.  $6-Adults, 
$3-children under 12 years old.  Tickets may 
be purchased at the door.

OLV 125th 
Cookbooks

The OLV Senior Group is selling the 
last two boxes of cookbooks. Be one of the 
parishioners/cooks who owns a copy of this 
memorable compilation of delicious parish 
recipes. Cookbooks are still available at the 
pastoral center or contact Teri at (732) 727-
7639. The sale price is $5.00.

Halloween Costume 
Party

The South Amboy Elks Halloween 
Costume Party will be held on Sat., Oct. 29 
from 7-11 p.m.  The $12 cover includes DJ 
Dance music, “finger” foods, fun contests.  
Proceeds will benefit Youth Parties/Activi-
ties.  For more info or to purchase tickets 
call Sue 732-721-2078.

Job Search 
Strategies

Job search and resume expert, Dr. 
Colleen Georges, will be in to share her 
tips for successfully searching for a job in 
this tough job market. Sayreville Public 
Library, Tuesday, Oct. 18, 2011 at 6:30 PM.  
For more information or to register, email 
Alaina at alainad@lmxac.org, or call her at 
732- 727-0212 ext. 25.
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WWW.?

Does this look familiar to you?  Send your answers in to satimes@aol.com.  Good luck!

No Winners In 
August

Not only was August a bad month for 
the weather, with the hurricane, but it also 
marked  the first time in history, no one cor-
rectly identified the mystery photo.  In fact, 
it was so difficult that only several people 
attempted to guess.  The building pictured 
was IL Dolce Bakery on Rt. 9 North in 
Sayreville, and the photo was taken by Danny 
Salvaggio in 1984.  The business was an Ital-
ian Pastry Bakery featuring Espresso Coffe, 
Cappuccino, Gelato, Cakes for all occasions, 
Ice Cream Cakes, and Wedding Favors.   IL 
Dolce was formerly Arthur Treacher’s, and at 
present, Taco Bell sits on the piece of prop-
erty where IL Dolce was located.  IL Dolce 
had its Grand Opening on Friday, Sept. 28, 
1984.  Did you ever go there?

A few of the guesses included “the old 
Thunderbird Lounge, where Centro is now 
located;” The old Colonel’s Garter; the old 
MacDonald’s on Rt. 9; and the nightclub 
which was known as Mingles, Centro, and 
now Rumors 35. 

At tn:  Fran 
Fitzmorris

Your article 
in last month’s 
issue of The SA 
Times was very in-
teresting.  I’d like to 
add one area to your list.  When we left 
David St., and my parents built their home on 
Bertram Ave. (In the mid-50’s) that area was 
referred to as “The Heights.”  I’m guessing 
because it overlooked the rest of the town, 
and as kids, we could see all the way down 
to the bay from our back porch.  Don’t know 
who gave the area that name, but I’ve heard 
it many times.  I believe that “The Heights” 
takes in Bertram Ave., Conlogue Ave., Rob-
ert St., Charles St. and possibly Dayton St.  
Beyond that, I don’t know.

Thank you for a great article.  Stay 
well.

Madeline Bulman Pirro
South Amboy

Continued on page 18
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Class Of ‘69 
60th Birthday Party

Sayreville War Memorial HS Class 
of 1969 has rescheduled its 60th Birthday 
Party for Sat. Oct. 22nd from 4-8 p.m. at the 
Sayreville American Legion, 240 MacArthur 
Ave., Sayreville.  Hurricane Irene cancelled 
the original Party, which was slated for 
Aug. 27.

Hometown Harvest 
Fair

The 9th Annual Hometown Harvest Fair 
at Hightstown, NJ will be held rain or shine 
on Sat., Oct. 1st from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.  The 
Fair will feature many entertaining attrac-
tions including live music; DJ’s; dance, and 
performances.  Also pony rides, petting zoo, 
paddle boats & dragon boat rides, children’s 
pavilion, chili cook off, ducky derby, crafts 
& food vendors, mechanical bull, dunk tank.  
Novel and interesting sights include magi-
cians, stilt walkers, model trains, historic 
homes, motorcycle & classic car shows, 
business tours, farm market.  Good music to 
enliven the occasion will include Ragtime, 
Country, Acoustic, Folk, Blues, Barbershop, 
Jazz, Gospel, Rock.  For more info go to: 
www.hightstownfair.org.

Historical Society 
To Meet

The South Amboy Historical Society 
will hold its next meeting on Oct. 11, at the 
Dowdell Library starting at 6:30 p.m.  All 
are invited to attend.

Our Lady Of Fatima 
Rosary

Come and pray the rosary to Our Lady 
of Fatima for peace in the world, on Sat., 
Oct. 15th from 12-2 p.m. at the Gazebo on 
Bordentown Ave., South Amboy.  All are 
invited to attend, and you can bring a chair.  
For more info call Rita at: 732-588-5272.

OLV Senior Meeting
The OLV Senior Group will hold their 

October Meeting on Friday, October 7, 2011 
at 1PM in Monsignor Dalton Hall on Main 
Street in Sayreville. After a brief business 
meeting, Father Ryan will complete his two 
part series on the Mass changes that will 
take place in November. We will again be 
ordering sandwiches for this meeting. If you 
are ordering a sandwich please call Geri at 
732-257-4351 no later than October 3rd.. 
The selections are: ham and cheese, egg 
salad, tuna salad, eggplant, and turkey. The 
price of the sandwiches along with a drink 
and chips is now $4.00.

Dues will be collected at this meeting 
The price of dues is $10.00 a person for 
the year – September to June. Our meeting 
dates are:

Sept. 2, Oct. 7, Nov. 4, Dec. 2, Jan. 6, 
Feb. 3, Mar. 2, Apr. 12, May 4, and June 1. 
All meetings are held on Friday afternoon 
at 1PM except the April meeting which will 
be held on Thursday, April 12.

Food donations to St. Vincent de Paul 
are always gladly accepted. 

Our group invites all seniors who are 55 
years and older to join our group. Any ques-
tions please contact Teri at 732-727-7639.

Fall At Dowdell 
Library

Get a brisk start to fall; dig up old family 
photographs and videos and preserve them 
for future generations.  The Dowdell Library 
has partnered with Innovative Document 
Imaging, a leading provider of digital imag-
ing services to provide digital preservation 
services.  Digital Memory Media brings 
secure, professional preservation services 
to individuals at an affordable price.  Advi-
sors will be on hand Saturday, October 1st 
from 12 Noon to 3:30 pm to counsel how 
to preserve precious collections; materials 
can be brought to the library the day of the 
workshop.  Twenty percent of all proceeds 
from the program will be credited to the 
library.   

Children’s activities @ Dowdell: On 
Monday October 3rd, the movie “Spooky 
Buddies” will be shown at 5:45 pm. There 
will also be a frighteningly scary Scavenger 
Hunt on Monday, October 24th for kids of 
all ages with prizes given out.   Come in 
costume to the Halloween “Spook-tacular” 
family magic show at 3:30 pm on Thursday, 
October 27th.   That day, the library will 
have its annual costume parade with prizes 
for the best costumes.

Young adult activities: Teen Read Week 
will take place the week of October 16th, so 
stayed tuned for Edgar Allen Poe’s RAVEN-
ous mysterious madness! 

Contact the library for more information 
at 732-721-6060 or comments@dowdell.org    
The library is adjacent to the South Amboy 
High School off O’Leary Blvd.

DOWDELL SPONSORS  PRESERVATION 
WORKSHOP  

The Dowdell Library announced today 
that they will sponsor a digital preservation 
workshop on Saturday, October 1st to assist 
the community in preserving personal col-
lections of print, photographs, slides and 
audio-visual material including VHS, 8mm 
and 16mm film. Dowdell Library has part-
nered with Innovative Document Imaging, a 
leading provider of digital imaging services 
to provide digital preservation services. Once 
exclusive to industry, IDI’s Digital Memory 
Media brings secure, professional preserva-
tion services to individuals at an affordable 
price. Twenty percent of all proceeds from 
the program will be credited to the library.   

Like libraries and archives, individuals 
and small businesses have valuable collec-
tions of important papers, photographs, slides 
and/or audio-visual material such as VHS 
tapes and 8mm and 16mm film that require 
careful attention to maintain. Storing paper 
requires considerable space and is expensive. 
Irreplaceable items can be lost due to dam-
age and age. Digital Memory Media allows 
individuals to preserve valuable personal and 
business collections of print, photographic 
and a/v materials with the same secure, 
professional quality imaging once available 
only to institutions. 

IDI Digital Memory Media advisors 
will be on hand on Saturday, October 1st 
from 12 Noon to 3:30 pm to counsel on 
the best way to digitally preserve precious 
collections. Materials can be brought to the 
library the day of the workshop, dropped off 
for preservation at IDI’s secure New Jersey 
facility or arrangements can be worked out 
for pick ups or shipping.  Once scanned and 
digitized, all material will be returned to 
the individual alongside permanent digital 
copies on DVD disks. Individuals can also 
arrange permanent storage for documentary 

collections, if desired. This is a revolution 
in personal digital imaging,” said Library 
Director, Elaine Gaber. “As librarians we 
understand just how difficult and expensive 
it can be to keep genealogical records and 
family photographs intact. Aging, humidity, 
acidification, not to mention accidental dam-
age, can ruin a lifetime of memories. Finding 
storage space can be costly. That’s why we are 
delighted to be working with Digital Memory 
Media to help the community preserve their 
personal collections,” she noted.

About Innovative Document Imaging: 
Headquartered in East Brunswick, NJ, In-
novative Document Imaging is a leading 
provider of digital imaging services to librar-
ies, academic institutions and Fortune 500 
companies.  Digital Memory Media, IDI’s 
Personal Digital Imaging Service, allows 
individuals to preserve valuable personal 
collections of print, photographic and a/v 
materials with the same professional quality 
imaging once exclusive to institutions.  

The Dowdell Library of South Amboy 
has used IDI’s digitization services exten-
sively; most recently to digitize local high 
school yearbooks.  Additionally, the South 
Amboy Citizen and the South Amboy 
– Sayreville Times have also been digitized 
and uploaded to the library’s web site.  A poi-
gnant story was recently brought to Library 
Director Elaine Gaber’s attention, about a 
former South Amboy woman, now living in 
the South, recently found her mother’s birth 
certificate from the digitized newspaper on 
the library’s web site!

For more information, contact the library 
at comments@dowdell.org or 732.721.6060.  
The library is adjacent to the South Amboy 
High School off O’Leary Blvd.

The Sayreville Democratic Organization candidates for November’s election were at Sayreville 
Day on Sept. 18th.  Mayoral candidate Stanley Drwal (c) is flanked by Council candidates 
Mary Novak (l) and Councilwoman Lisa Eicher (r).  (Photo by Tom Burkard)

Probably the biggest news in the area after the hurricane was the dead baby whale, which 
was washed up on shore, not far from the South Amboy Boat Ramp and near Harbor Village.  
Countless people trekked in to town from all over, and walked down the beach to see the 
rare sight.  (Photo by Tom Burkard)

Softball Fundraiser 
Tourney

The Sayreville Athletic Association and 
Explosion Fast pitch girls softball organiza-
tion will be hosting the 1st Annual “Strong 
Together” Adult Coed Softball Tournament 
on Oct. 29th.  Teams will be guaranteed 
3 games, with a 1st place team trophy to 
be awarded.  There will be 16 teams max 
participating, and the $300 donation will be 
donated to the American Cancer Society’s 
Relay For Life of South River, www.relayfor 
life.org/southrivernj.  The deadline to enter 
is Oct. 1.  Sayreville Councilwoman Lisa 
Eicher is Tournament Director, and Jennifer 
Barreiro is Chairperson, Relay for Life of 
South River, and Team Captain of “Strong 
Together.”   Contact: explosionball@aol.
com for registration information.  Please 
visit the tournament website: www.strong-
togetheradultcoed.com.

Car Show 
Fundraiser This 
Sunday

The Camp Dill Foundation will hold its 
6th Annual Car, Truck & Motorcycle Show 
on Sunday, Sept. 25 from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
at the Lowe’s Rt. 9 South & Perrine Road in 
Old Bridge.  The funds from the show will 
benefit The Camp Dill Foundation.  There 
will be good food, 50/50 Raffle, Fan Belt 
Toss, Music, Door Prizes, just good family 
fun!  The show is hosted by Richie Flash & 
the Camp Dill Foundation.  There will be 
over 40 great trophies awarded.  Rain date is 
Oct. 2.  For show info, call 1-732-525-0412 
(9 a.m. to 5 p.m.) Info the day of the show 
only, call 1-917-805-4653.
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Mystery Writers at Sayreville  Library
The month of October brings to mind 

thoughts of ghosts, mysterious happen-
ings and things that go bump in the night. 
This October the Friends of the Sayreville 
Public Library will be hosting a Mystery 
Author Night on Thursday, October 20, 2011 
form 7PM – 9PM in the library conference 
room.

The four featured authors are: EJ Cop-
perman, Peggy Ehrhart, Jane Kelly, and 
Chelle Martin. Each of these authors has 

imparted their own brand of mystery solv-
ing to their readers. During the program the 
writers will showcase their writings and 
relate how they became interested in writing 
mysteries. There will be time set aside to 
speak to the authors personally. Door prizes 
will be awarded based on solving mystery 
clues. Light refreshments will be served after 
the program. For further information contact 
Teri at 732-727-7639.

CARDINAL MCCARRICK/ST. MARY’S 
GOLF OUTING 

September 30th is the date for the 2nd 
Annual Golf Outing benefiting Cardinal 
McCarrick/St. Mary’s High School at Pebble 
Creek Golf Club in Colts Neck. 

Golfers will tee up at 8 AM that Friday 
for a fee of $125 which is all-inclusive from 
a morning continental breakfast to a barbecue 
lunch reception and on-course beverages. 
Carts and green fees are included. Other 
sponsorships start at $225 with promotional 
benefits.

$20 raffle tickets are also being sold for 
a chance to win a Forsgate Country Club 
foursome. For more info, call 732-721-0748 

ext. 243 or to register online visit www.
CardinalMcCarrick.com/golfouting.html 
by September 26. 

Cardinal McCarrick/St. Mary’s High 
School is one of five Catholic high schools 
in the Diocese of Metuchen. Students from 
more than 20 surrounding communities and 
18 Catholic elementary schools from Mid-
dlesex, Somerset and Monmouth Counties 
attend CMHS/SMHS located in a residential 
neighborhood in South Amboy. The average 
class size of 22 students allows individual 
attention to a rigorous academic program and 
value-centered Catholic education. 

The Sayreville Republican Organization was well-represented at Sayreville Day.  Pictured 
(l-r) Mayor Kennedy O’Brien, Councilman Kenneth Kelly, Council candidate Kelly Reilly, 
and State Assembly candidate, Shane Robinson.  (Photo by Tom Burkard)

Searching For Local Teen Leaders
The South Amboy Branch YMCA is 

calling all local teens to come be a part of 
their Teen Leaders Club.  The club is for 
boys and girls in 7th-12th grade in the South 
Amboy and Sayreville communities.  The 
group will meet every Tuesday, beginning 
September 27th, from 6:30-7:30pm at the 
South Amboy YMCA, located at 200 John 
T. O’Leary Blvd.

The Leaders Club will work on several 
activities and social nights throughout the 
year.  If you are looking for an extra-cur-

ricular activity outside of school to put on 
that high school or COLLEGE application, 
this is the club for you!  The goal of Leaders 
Club is to build personal and community 
bonds, perform service, and begin to move 
into young adulthood.

Please visit our website for more in-
formation: www.ymcaofmewsa.org/south-
amboy.  Contact Mike Tonzola with any 
questions at 732-316-8205 or mike.tonzola@
ymcaofmewsa.org.

The Art of the Job Interview
Join Dr. Colleen Georges as she dis-

cusses critical interview tips to ensure that 
you impress your potential employers, as 
well as answers to some of those tricky 

interview questions. Sayreville Public Li-
brary, Wednesday, Oct. 12, 2011 at 6:30 PM. 
For more information or to register, email 
Alaina at alainad@lmxac.org, or call her at 
732- 727-0212 ext. 25.
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It’s A Great Day To Be Alive
By Al Gomolka Jr.

Times Poet Laureate
c. 2005

Did you ever wake up 
With one of those feelings
Where everything’s going your way
From the right side of bed
On a roll and a high
Let the world give what it may…
Oh!  It’s a great day to be alive!
People couldn’t be nicer
Timing is perfect
Work satisfying and a joy
Weather blue skies and sunshine
Meals hot and delicious
The whole world is yours like a toy…

Oh!  It’s a great day to be alive!
On the adverse side
How can we neglect
The dread in the lives of others
Where life isn’t as sweet
Nor as healthy or wealthy
Fear and doubt cause the day’s druthers
Is it so great to be alive?
Of course it is!
Say it straight from the start
Make a difference in some small way
Take heart- give of your heart…
It’s a great day to be alive! 

Happy Days String Band In Concert
The Happy Days String Band (Mum-

mers) will perform at the Senior Center, Main 
St., Sayreville on Thurs., Oct. 6, starting at 
7:30 p.m.  The concert is sponsored by The 

Cultural Arts Council of the Borough of 
Sayreville.  Admission is FREE, and there 
will be light refreshments.  All ages are wel-
come.  For more info call 732-690-4712.

Verne James creator of the morgan-nj.org website greets the crowd at the Morgan Historical 
Tour which was held on Saturday, August 27. (Photo by Christine Olender)

Morgan Historical Tour 
(Article Submitted)

Despite Hurricane Irene, nearly fifty 
people assembled in Morgan on Saturday, 
August 27, to take a tour, see a photographic 
presentation and have a reunion dinner all 
about the topic of historical Morgan.  The 
day was conceived of by Verne James, the 
creator of the Morgan-NJ.org web site who 
grew up in Morgan but, ironically, lives in 
Southern California.  The day was organized 
by Christina DiPoalo Olender, daughter of 
John DiPoalo of Morgan Lumber fame, who 
also grew up in Morgan.

Verne started the day off by hosting a 
guided tour of the oldest sections of Morgan 
discussing what he has learned over the 
past few years of intensive, though remote, 
research.  Morgan is named for the Morgan 
family which first came to the New World 
in the 1600’s and purchased much of the 
area of present day Morgan in the very early 
1700’s.  In fact, Verne presented a copy of 
the land title deed for the property located 
on the north side of Cheesequake Creek 
purchased by Charles Morgan on May 7, 
1710.  The history of this unique place has 
seen the Lenni Lenape Indians, the Dutch, 

the English, slavery, the Revolutionary War 
where the British ransacked Captain James 
Morgan’s house, the killing of Nicholas 
Morgan by the British, the legend of the 
hanging of the British Spy Abe Mussey at 
the Inn which later became known as the 
Old Spye Inn, Confederate sympathizers, 
a massive series of explosions at one of 
the largest artillery shell loading plants in 
the world, and its eventual conversion into 
a residential community.  The evening’s 
presentation and dinner, held in historic 
Teddy’s Bar, had three guest speakers: Mr. 
Dan DiPoalo, longtime Morgan resident, 
co-owner of Morgan Lumber, member of 
the Sayreville Board of Education as well 
as the founder of the Morgan Panthers; Mr. 
Fred Frintrup, CEO and Executive Producer 
for Visionary Video & Filmworks Studios 
which has produced historical DVDs on the 
1918 Morgan Explosion and the 1950 South 
Amboy explosions; and Mr. Ken Durrua, who 
grew up in nearby Parlin and is a Charter 
founding member and National Director of 
the Raritan River chapter of the National 
Railway Historical Society.

Your Child’s Health 
Is Important!

By Mike Tonzola, Youth & Teen Director, 
South Amboy Branch YMCA

September is National Childhood 
Obesity Awareness Month, and the South 
Amboy YMCA is reminding parents about 
the importance of incorporating regular 
physical activity and healthier eating habits 
into their children’s lives.

Childhood obesity rates have soared 
over the last few decades. Nationally, one in 
three children is obese or overweight. More 
alarming, obesity puts children at risk for 
chronic diseases often seen in adults, such 
as high cholesterol, cardiovascular disease, 
high blood pressure and type-2 diabetes. 
This health crisis sheds light on the need 
to provide children and their parents with 
the resources and the support they need, 
emphasizing that small steps can lead to big 
results to reverse the trend.

One key to fighting childhood obesity 
is prevention. Regular physical activity – 60 
minutes a day for children – and nutritious 
foods like fruits, vegetables and whole grains 
can lower children’s chances of becoming 
obese or overweight and developing chronic 
diseases. It’s important to note that 60 min-
utes of physical activity can be achieved 
through a number of activities throughout 
the entire day – it doesn’t have to be done 
all at once.

As a leading nonprofit strengthening 
community through youth development, 
healthy living and social responsibility, the 
South Amboy Y believes that getting kids 
more active and allowing them to play is an 
important factor in improving their health.  
We offer programs such as a Workout Pack 
for kids, a youth soccer league, afterschool 
sports, and many more options to keep your 
child moving.

At the South Amboy Y, we know that 
many families struggle to find the time and 
resources to eat healthier and set aside time 
for physical activity every day. So we make 
an effort to tailor our programs to meet 
the needs of families in the community to 
help make the healthier choice an easier 
choice.

Stuffed Animal 
Drive

Give your stuffed animals a new loving 
home! Donate your new and very ‘gently 
used’ stuffed animals for Loving Hugs Inc. 
to donate to children in war-torn countries, 
orphanages, and areas affected by natural 
disasters.

To be suitable for donation, animals 
should be soft and cuddly to hug. Important 
guidelines for donation include that animals 
MUST be in excellent, unsoiled condition. 
Must not smaller than 6” and no larger than 
18”.  Please, no Beanie Babies, no cartoon 
characters (such as Sponge Bob or Sesame 
Street), and no bugs, reptiles or sea crea-
tures. Also, no holiday-styled animals such 
as Santas. These toys go to children who 
would not know our American characters 
or celebrate our holidays.

Drop off is at Saint Stan’s Church on 
October 15th from 3pm to 5pm and Oc-
tober 16th from 10am to 12pm. For more 
information, please contact Tommy Malik 
at tommymalik@gmail.com or visit www.
LovingHugs.org. 

New York Mets star third baseman, David Wright enjoys visiting with a young fan during 
batting practice before a Mets-Marlins game recently.  Wright is easily the Mets most popular 
player and it is deservedly so, as he goes out of his way to talk to youngsters and sign lots 
of autographs.  (Photo by Tom Burkard)

Secrets of the Tarot
What does the future hold?  Love?  

Money?  Success?  Happiness?  It’s all in 
the cards!  Learn to interpret the tarot cards 
for yourself and others.  Uncover the secrets 
that the cards hold about you and your future. 
Sayreville Public Library, Saturday, Oct. 8, 
2011 at 2 PM. Space is limited, so sign up 
quickly! If you have any questions about this 
program or would like to register, contact 
Alaina by phone at 732-727-0212 ex. 25 or 
email alainad@lmxac.org.

The Miraculous Prayer
Dear Heart of Jesus, in the past I have asked for many 

favors.  This time I ask you this my special one (mention 
favor).  Take it, Dear Jesus,º and place it within your own 
broken heart, where your Father sees it.  Then, in His merci-
ful eyes, it will become your favor, not mine.  Amen.  (Say 
this prayer for 3 days, promise publication and your favor 
will be granted.  Never known to fail.)  -EP
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Helping Hands Assist Many
By Tom Burkard

It’s so very important, especially to-
day, more than ever, to reach out and help 
someone.  Whether it’s  for the poor, needy, 
or down- trodden, we should try to help our 
fellow human beings in any way we can.

A relatively new church organization is 
doing just that at St. Mary’s Church.  Help-
ing Hands was founded about a year ago by 
Parlin’s Betty Fitzgerald and her sister Mary 
Larsen, “To help people in need,” according 
to Larsen.   She said that their idea originated 
from a program in New York called “City 
Meals On Wheels.”

After starting small, The Helping Hands 
group now has between 15-30 members and 
has been expanding.  They get together twice 
a month on Saturdays from 5:30-8 p.m., and 
cut coupons for our service men and women 
overseas, decorate cards with stickers for the 
homebound, which are distributed through 
“City Meals On Wheels,” crochet, knit, or 
loom scarves for the poor and needy, baby 
blankets for Pro Life, or lap blankets for local 
nursing homes.  At Christmas time they’ll 
be crocheting scarves and hats to help keep 
the needy warm.

Helping Hands clips coupons that are 
donated by parishioners of St. Mary’s.  The 
coupons are then stacked and mailed, and 
the volunteers pay for the postage.  

Larsen and her sister used to do lots 
of these charitable works at home, but ap-
proached the St. Mary Church with their 
idea, and were welcomed with open arms.  

Anyone who wants to help out, male or fe-
male, regardless of age is welcome to attend.  
Those who can’t get to the meetings can do 
their part at their own homes.  Larsen said 
that, “We’re called Helping Hands, because 
we use our hands.  We have people from ages 
4-94 who help.  It keeps the homebound 
active, and a woman with Alzheimer’s cuts 
coupons for us.  If people can’t come, they 
do the work at home, and they feel useful.”  
One example is a lady named Rose, who 
decorates the cards at home for City Meals 
On Wheels.   The good works also benefit 
Helping Hands members.   “It’s very im-
portant for us to meet, because we get to 
socialize, make new friends, and even more 
importantly, we’re doing good deeds for 
those who are in need,” said Larsen.

The group’s biggest project is knitting, 
crocheting and looming for approximately 
500 needy people.  Larsen estimates 100-150 
of their creations will go to people from St. 
Mary’s, and some will be sent to New York 
City.  To learn more about Helping Hands, 
call Mary Larsen at 732-721-1514.

*Helping Hands is truly a dedicated 
group that enjoys sharing their time and 
talents to help the less fortunate.  Mary 
Larsen, her sister Betty Fitzgerald, and all 
the wonderful and dedicated members are 
doing an outstanding job in helping their 
brothers and sisters, as well as making the 
world a much better place.  Congratulations, 
and keep up the great job you are doing!

Oldies Dinner 
Dance Oct. 29

Sayreville VFW Post #4699 will be 
sponsoring an Oldies Dinner Dance on Oct. 
29th from 6 p.m. to midnight at the Post, 
575 Jernee Mill Rd.   Donation is $50 per 
person, and includes open bar, dinner, and 
entertainment featuring 45 RPM.  Dinner 
will be served at 7 p.m. and you will have 
a choice of Stuffed Pork Chops or Chicken 
Francaise.  Those attending are asked to wear 
casual dress.  For tickets or more info call 
Frank Olszewski at 732-727-0174. 

Sacred Heart Flea 
Market

Sacred Heart School will be hosting 
our annual Fall Flea Market on Saturday, 
October 1, 2012 8:00 am to 2:00 pm in the 
Sacred Heart Church Parking Lot. Please 
stop by and support our school.

A special red furry visitor from Sesame 
Street will be on hand to take pictures with 
children. Light refreshments and snacks 
available for sale. Special Surprise guest will 
be on hand to greet the kids. One Clue: He is 
red and is very ticklish. This event is spon-
sored by the Sacred Heart School HSA.

The dogs of summer are seen RUFF-ing it up at Waterfront Park in the early days of Fall 
2011.  (Photo/caption by Joe Lotkowictz)

Pictured are members of the Helping Hands organization; Priscilla Bianco, Joette Cronin, 
Florence McCarthy, Terri McCullum, Marie Nordling, Sandra VanOrden, Vivian Zito, Ramona 
Morahan, Betty Conlogue, Mary Larsen, Korie Vee.  Other active members who were not 
available for the photo are Betty Fitzgerald, Linda Henry, Carol Davis, Edna Davis, Marie 
Kusic, Kathy Wojtaszek, Lorrie DeLorenzo, John and Joanne Job, Mary Jane, Diana 
Pulvirenti, Peggy Scully, Christine Howard. (Photo by Tom Burkard)
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Italian Dinner-Sept. 
24

Trinity United Methodist Church, 815 
Bordentown Ave., Sayreville/South Amboy, 
will be holding an Italian Dinner on Sat., 
Sept. 24th from 4:30-7 p.m.   The menu fea-
tures:  Eggplant Parm, Spaghetti, Meatballs, 
Sausage, Ziti, Shells, Lasagna, Bread, Salad 
and Dessert.  

Tickets are $13 for adults and $5 for 
children 5-10 years old.  Take out dinners 
are available.  Join us for another great 
home-cooked dinner.

POW/MIA 
Ceremony Sept. 27

(Article submitted)
The Ladies Auxiliary of Post #4699 in 

Sayreville will hold a POW-MIA Ceremony 
for three Middlesex County servicemen 
who are still missing.   The event will be 
held on Sept. 27th, and start at 7 p.m.  Honor 
Guard #4699 will perform, and Rolling 
Thunder Motorcycle Team will be present 
among many other important guests.  All are 
welcome to attend, and for more info, call 
609-448-2587.  

Designer Handbag 
Bingo

Designer Handbag Bingo, featuring 
(original merchandise, no knock-offs), will 
be held on Friday, Oct. 21st, at the Cafeteria on 
Second St. and Stevens Ave, South Amboy.  
The doors open at 6:30 p.m., and the first 
game will be called at 7:30 p.m.  Coffee, tea, 
and dessert will be served, BYO wine and 
refreshments.  Admission is $25 before Sept. 
30, and $30 thereafter (includes 10 games).  
There will also be a 50/50 Silent Auction.  
For more info call 732-501-5133.  You must 
be 21 years of age to attend this event.  The 
Designer Handbag Bingo is for the benefit 
of St. Mary Parish, South Amboy.

Mensa Testing
It’s time to show the world that you’re 

simply brilliant! In celebration of Mensa 
International’s 65th anniversary — the 
brilliant anniversary — American Mensa is 
transforming its usual Mensa Testing Day 
calendar into a month-long Mensa Bril-
liant testing event. We want you to be part 
of Mensa’s next 65 years! You can start by 
answering a simple question: Do you like to 
take tests? If so, take the Mensa Admission 
Test at Sayreville Public Library on either 
Sunday, Oct. 2, 1:30PM-3:30PM or Saturday, 
Oct. 29, 10:00AM-12:00PM. If you are 14-
17 years old, you will need your guardian’s 
signature. The testing fee is $40 (U.S.) cash 
or credit card. Bring a photo ID and 2 pencils. 
If you don’t like to take tests, you can still 
join Mensa by submitting a qualifying score 
from a standardized intelligence test you’ve 
taken previously.

To Register: Contact the Central New 
Jersey Testing Coordinator by e-mail: 
testing@cnj.us.mensa.org. If English is 
not your primary language, ask about the 
Culture Fair Test to be given in Edison on 
Oct. 29 at 1:15 pm. Walk-ins are welcome! 

Meet the Artist 
For Grades 1 and Up - Artist/Author, 

Michael Albert, brings his “Modern Pop 
Art Experience” to Sayreville Library! Join 
Michael Albert as he presents his work and 
holds his famous hands-on workshop. All 
participants will receive a free gift! Program 
runs 10AM - 12PM with a meet and greet im-
mediately following the workshop. Children 
must be in grades 1 and up to participate. 
A second program will be held for those in 
grades 6 - 12.  Please arrive 15 minutes prior 
to program to check in, thank you. Register 
online by visiting: www.sayrevillelibrary.
org or for additional information call:  732-
727-0212 ext. 5.

News From The South Amboy Historical 
Society

On September 13, 2011 the newly re-
organized SAHS held its second meeting.  
Over 20 people attended this meeting in 
anticipation to see what is in store for the 
SAHS.  Mayor Fred Henry and Elaine Gaber 
Director of the South Amboy Library are 
spearheading this endeavor to reorganize 
and bring back to South Amboy a viable 
historical society.

Some of the topics discussed were com-
pletion of a mission statement, nominations 
of officers,  volunteers for future projects, 
a central location for future meetings and 
a location for a permanent secure structure 
to house and display items donated or on 
loan to the SAHS. It was also discussed that 
members are encouraged to bring historical 
items or documents to the monthly meeting 
for attendees to view and discuss.  It’s a very 
contagious meeting, once a topic is brought 
up, people open up with stories and past 
experiences for all to enjoy.

All residents are encouraged to attend 
and see for themselves what is happening 
to preserve the history and lineage of South 
Amboy.   Even if you are not interested in 

history, come to a meeting to see what’s going 
on, if you don’t care for it, then don’t come 
to the next meeting, but if you like what you 
see, please come to the next meeting and 
bring a friend along.  The more people that 
are involved, the more the society can survive 
and grow.  As we all know South Amboy is 
rich in history.  Whether it’s the railroad, 
water transportation, sports, veterans, family 
lineage or what ever it is, this history must 
be preserved for future generations.

Attention High School Students:
If you are planning to be a history major 

in college, or interested in history, please 
come to the next meeting.  This can be an 
avenue of opportunity for your future, don’t 
pass it up.

We all hope to see YOU at the next 
meeting.  The next meeting will be on 
October 11,2011, at 6:30 PM at the Sadie 
Pope Dowdell Library. Location is 100 
Hoffman Plaza, South Amboy, NJ 08879, 
732 721 6060.

Fall II Classes At MCC Begin September 26
It’s not too late to start college. At 

Middlesex County College, a special “Fall 
II” program of accelerated courses begins 
September 26. Courses are offered day, 
evening, and through the internet.

“At Middlesex, we’re here to help you 
succeed,” said Aretha Watson, director of 
admissions and assistant dean of enrollment 
and student support services. “We know you 
have a busy schedule so we offer flexible 
programs, with two separate Fall terms; we 
offer the traditional 15-week semester, as 
well as a shorter term for select classes. This 
is the perfect opportunity to take a class in 
an area that interests you, or to start your 
college career. We have classes offered at 

our Edison campus, the New Brunswick 
and Perth Amboy Centers, as well as online 
courses you can take at home.”

Classes include art, business, English, 
computer science, writing, history, ethics, 
psychology, criminology, public speaking, 
sociology, Spanish and philosophy.

For a complete list of classes and more 
information, visit www.middlesexcc.edu.

The College’s Edison campus is at 2600 
Woodbridge Avenue. The New Brunswick 
Center is located at 140 New Street (at the 
intersection of New Street and Joyce Kilmer 
Avenue), and the Perth Amboy Center is at 
60 Washington Street.

Let a Professional 
Polish Your 
Resume

Do you have a resume that isn’t getting 
you the interviews you are looking for? 
Bring in your current resume and Dr. Colleen 
Georges will provide you with a one-on-one 
critique and suggestions for making your 
resume stand out amongst the competition!  
At the Sayreville Public Library, Saturday, 
Oct. 22, 2011 from 12 PM to 2 PM. For more 
information, contact Alaina at alainad@
lmxac.org or call 732-727-0212 ex, 25.  
Please register by calling Alaina or visiting 
the Reference Desk.  You will be assigned a 
15-minute time slot.  Time slots are assigned 
on a first come, first served basis.

Old Friends

In the Spring of 1973, this group of good friends is pictured having a fun time at the “Extra 
Back” by the South Amboy Beach, (Now the Waterfront).  Top row (l-r) Jim Kopystecky, Dennis 
Sommers, Ken Rogers Jr., Joe Graber, Mike DeLucia.  Middle row (l-r) Mark Jendrzejewski, 
Tom Ropelewski.  Bottom row (l-r) Richie Tanchyk, Brian “Bucky” Conochan. The mascot 
is Tanchyk’s St. Bernard, “Neil.”  (Photo by Jim Pearson)

The Fun & Mystery 
of Reading Tea 
Leaves

Discover the history of this ancient 
beverage and why it has become so well-
liked! Learn how, over the centuries, the 
reading of tea leaves has become a popular 
and fascinating pastime of fortune tellers and 
seers. Find out how to “read” tea leaves 
and the meaning behind various symbols. At-
tendees wanting to do their own reading will 
be asked to bring a tea cup and saucer from 
home. Sayreville Public Library, Sunday, 
Oct. 30, 2011 at 2 PM. Space is limited, so 
sign up quickly! If you have any questions 
about this program or would like to register, 
contact Alaina by phone at 732-727-0212 
ex. 25 or email alainad@lmxac.org.
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Diocese of Metuchen 
30th Anniversary 
Pilgrimage

Bishop Bootkoski extends a cordial 
invitation to the people of our Diocese to 
join him on the Diocesan Pilgrimage to the 
Basilica of the National Shrine of the Im-
maculate Conception, Washington, D.C. on 
Saturday, November 19, 2011.

Our Lady of Victories Parish in Sayre-
ville will sponsor a bus to Washington, D.C. 
The bus will leave the lower parking lot of 
the parish at 6:30AM. The cost of the trip 
is $50.00 which includes bus transporta-
tion, gratuities, breakfast –type snacks on 
the bus, a box lunch, and a special tour of 
the basilica. For information or reserva-
tions, please contact our Parish Pilgrimage 
Coordinator Geri Kabara at 732-257-4351. 
Please consider representing your parish on 
this special grace-filled day.

Microsoft Word for 
Beginners

Learn to type a letter, resumé, book, 
etc. in Microsoft Word 2003. Basic func-
tions of the program will be discussed. 
Sayreville Public Library, Monday, Oct. 3, 
2011 at 6 PM. Register online at http://www.
sayrevillelibrary.org or call 732-727-0212. 
Sayreville residents only, please. Non-
residents will be assigned to a waiting list. 
Students who cannot attend must cancel 
24 hours before class or forfeit any future 
class attendance. 

88 Years Ago—Another Evening Of 
Terror: South Amboy’s Forgotten 
Explosion

By Fran Fitzmorris

South Amboy residents are well versed 
on explosions.  The two most famous are 
from October 1918 at the Gillepsie Shell  
loading plant in Morgan, and the 1950 
Pennsylvania Railroad(PRR) Docks which 
badly damaged the town.

Most people do not know that a third 
explosion took place in September 1923.  
While it didn’t have the impact of the other 
two disasters, it is still worth mentioning.  
Smokeless powder was being delivered from 
South Carolina by barges to the PR docks.  
The powder was on its way to the Hopatcong, 
NJ powder company.  A fire broke out in 2 
of the box cars at around 7:30 and a massive 
explosion took place.  This sent a wave of 
panic and fear through the city.  How could 
it happen again?  The explosion killed 5 and 
injured at least 60.  Workers were taken by 
surprise, and the only warning was a hissing 
sound from flames from the powder being 
shot in the air.  The tracks containing the 
railroad cars involved were located high 
over the highway that ran beneath it.  (Lower 
Main St. right before entering town).  The 
explosions seared every piece of metal, and 
the metal railing began collapsing on the 
road below.

Most of the killed or injured came from 
those trapped in burning cars, who were pass-
ing by to try and help, or out of curiosity to 
watch.  The telegraph poles caught fire from 
the sparks, and city officials fearing a bigger 
catastrophe from dropping wires, ordered all 

power in town turned off.  You can imagine 
the fear that the residents were feeling!

Without the heroic action by several 
workers on duty, it probably would have been 
much worse.  Engineer Arthur Hartsburg 
was ordered to couple the remaining cars 
to an engine and take them to safety.  Three 
other workers were commended for their 
efforts.  Thomas Phillips, Joseph O’Brien, 
and Thomas Kennedy helped remove the cars 
without anymore explosions.   Kennedy was 
the most seriously injured of the three work-
ers.  He suffered burns that would keep him 
out of work for several weeks.  He and the 
most seriously injured were transported to 
hospitals by ambulances that responded from 
both South Amboy and Perth Amboy, and by 
cars who came to watch.  The next day or 
so, the electricity was turned on, and things 
began to return slowly back to normal.

An inquiry soon began, and Colonel 
Dunne of the Bureau of Explosives stated that 
the damages totaled about $100,000.  There 
were 3 railroad cars, 7 automobiles, a barge 
and about 300 feet of the freight docks was 
destroyed.  A Grand Jury was formed to find 
out who was responsible, and in December, 
a verdict was rendered.  The PRR was found 
guilty and ordered to pay compensation to 
the families of the injured and killed.  No 
one went to jail, and no monetary amount 
was listed.  Due to the heroic efforts of the 
workers and responders, another evening of 
terror was kept to one day. 

Sayreville War Memorial HS girls soccer team is pictured at the “Kick Ovarian Cancer 
Night” that was held at Stadium Field.  The girls did an excellent job with the fundraiser.  
Congratulations!

Bombers Girls Soccer Team “Kick Ovarian Cancer” Night
(Photo/article submitted)

The Sayreville War Memorial HS girls’ 
soccer team spent Thursday night, Sept. 15th 
on a mission.  They encouraged all to come 
out and “Kick Ovarian Cancer!”  Dressed 
in teal, which is the color of the awareness 
for Ovarian Cancer, the girls collected dona-

tions, raffled prizes, and sold cupcakes, all 
to support the Memorial Sloan Kettering 
Cancer Center.  Hoping to find a cure for 
Ovarian Cancer, which is a silent killer, the 
girls’ efforts produced over $1,400 for the 
cause.  Great job, Bombers!

Don’t miss the SA Times
20th Anniversary
Special Oct. 22nd
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“It’s A Beautiful Thing” Celebrating 35 
Years Of Coaching

By Tony Gonsalves

 Celebrating 35 years of coaching, win-
ning hundreds of games, scoring thousands 
of goals and sharing many terrific moments 
with an amazing list of great young men both 
on and off the field-Cosmos, Wolff’s Cus-
tomized Bus, Metrostars, Red Bull, World 
Cups from 1978-2010, Manchester United 
and the list goes on, I can only remember so 
much now at my age. However, I would like 
to share one more moment in time.

 On Saturday , October 8, 2011 at 12 
o’clock at the Waterfront Park the Mayor’s 
Cup Game vs. McCarrick/ St.Mary’s will 
be played.  I am calling on all former play-
ers from 1977, cheerleaders from the early 
days, and fans and friends to gather together. 

Following the game we will proceed to the 
famous Sciortino’s Restaurant for a social. 
At the party we can reminisce and you can 
remind me of how great you were as a player! 
Find some old pictures or articles to remind 
me of your fame.

 I look forward to seeing many of you 
on that day. I ask that you spread the word 
to friends and family that were connected 
to our school and teams and the “beauti-
ful” game.

 Please contact me at Tonyg1952@
rome.com if you have any questions or 
suggestions.

Tony G’s group outside the Louvre museum after seeing the Mona Lisa. (Photo 
Submitted)

Calling the states from the typical phone booths of London. (Photo Submitted)

European Vacation

South Amboy soccer players attend the Manchester United Game at Red Bull Arena. 
L-R front...Coach G. Julian Grochowski,Steve Clark, Matt Carroll, Elton Cheng, Jack 
O’Connor,Janet Kern, Tyler Sullivan.
Back Row l-r   Brayan Carpio, Tim Hall, Tom Eib and John Acosta. (Photo Submitted)
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Malinowski Made His Mark
By Tom Burkard

Benjamin “Ben” Malinowski, 82, of 
Lake City, Florida died on Aug. 23.  A former 
resident of South Amboy, he lived a most 
impressive life.   He entered the military in 
1946 and became a Chief Warrant Officer 
in 1954, and served a total of 20 years in 
the Army.  In 1969, he received the Legion 
of Merit, and one Commendation Medal 
from the Dept. of the Army First Oak Leaf 
Cluster, and later received the Second Oak 
Leaf Cluster Medal.

Ben was chosen to be on the Select Com-
mittee on Assassinations for President John 
F. Kennedy, U.S. House of Representatives, 
due to his expertise in polygraph.  He also 
assisted in the Assassination of Dr. Martin 
Luther King and the Herman Talmadge Eth-
ics Investigation.  He was interviewed on the 
ABC 20/20 Show on the slaying of Viola 
Luizzo in Alabama.  Ben also assisted the 
Alabama Attorney General on the 16th Street 
Church Bombing.  He worked on the My Lai 

Massacre Investigation for the U.S Govern-
ment.  Malinowski was a Charter Member 
of the American Polygraph Association, 
twice President of the Georgia Polygraph 
Association, and he was appointed by then 
Governor Jimmy Carter to the Georgia 
Polygraph Licensing Board.  

In 1975, he opened his own business, 
Malinowski Polygraph in Savannah, Geor-
gia.  When he was semi-retired, he moved 
to Florida, where he became a licensed 
fishing guide.

Ben has many survivors, mostly in 
Georgia, and locally, he is survived by his 
sister Suzanne and Earl Smith of South Am-
boy, sister MaryAnn and Frank Grabowski 
of Sayreville, and brother Stanley of North 
Brunswick.

Ben Malinowski led a very full and 
amazing life, so interesting it should be in 
a book or movie.  God Bless him!  

Pictured are the newly installed 4th Degree officers of Knights of Columbus Msgr. John F. 
Brady Assembly 676 at the recent ceremony at Lourdes Center, St. Bernadette’s Church.  
(Photo by Doreen Pampaloni)

On September 9, Cardinal McCarrick/St. Mary’s High School students enjoyed visiting with 
his Eminence Theodore Cardinal McCarrick, who was in South Amboy to celebrate the 
opening of the new academic year and the close of the 125th Anniversary year of the school.  
Pictured (l-r) Students Ambassadors, Christopher Mierzwiak, Kristina Albrecht, His Eminence 
Cardinal McCarrick and Student Ambassador Kevin Wiater. (Photo by Brian Stratton)

Cardinal McCarrick Visits School 
His Eminence Theodore Cardinal Mc-

Carrick, Archbishop Emeritus of Washing-
ton, D.C. and first Bishop of the Diocese 
of Metuchen was on hand last Friday, 
September 9 to celebrate the opening of the 
new academic year and the close of the 125th 
Anniversary year of Cardinal McCarrick/St. 
Mary’s High School in South Amboy.

Students welcomed his Eminence to 
the school with a brunch reception during 
which he addressed them personally and 
encouraged them to better the world around 
them by setting an example of Christian 
values which they have received through 
their Catholic education. His Eminence 
delivered his wise advice to the students in 
both English and Spanish, “Learn as much 
as you can… making a difference” he told 
them gently, adding “… when you reach 80 
years old, ask yourself, did I make a differ-
ence?”  They, in turn, presented him with a 
messenger bag emblazoned with the school’s 
logo which he can use in his current work 
at the Library of Congress.  

Following the brunch, the Cardinal was 
escorted throughout the school where he 
dropped in to visit classes and interact with 
students.  The culmination of the visit was 
the celebration of Mass to open the school 
year and give thanks for the 125 years of 
Catholic education provided by Cardinal 
McCarrick/St. Mary’s High School.  Cardinal 
McCarrick served as the main celebrant of the 
liturgy and was joined by Fr. John Gordon, 
the school’s chaplain, and several area pas-
tors whose parishioners attend the school.  
Students played special roles in the liturgy 
including serving at the altar, leading music, 
proclaiming the Scriptures and presenting the 
offertory gifts.  In his homily, his Eminence 
spoke of the life of St. Peter Claver, whose 
feast was celebrated that day, and encour-
aged the students to imitate his example of 
reaching out to the poor and marginalized 
of society.  The school community was 
honored by his presence and looks forward 
to future visits. 

4th Degree Installs Officers
By Steve Schmid

Knights of Columbus Msgr. John F. 
Brady Assembly 676 has begun a new Co-
lumbian Year with installations of officers for 
the 4th Degree.  Deacon Richard O’Brien was 
installed as Faithful Navigator for 2011-12.  
The ceremony was held at Lourdes Center 
at St. Bernadette’s Church.

The Faithful Comptroller is Brent Smith 
Sr.; Faithful Friar-Father Dennis Weezorak; 

Faithful Captain-Dennis Keller; Faithful 
Admiral-Michael Roemer; Faithful Purser-
Stephen Schmid; Faithful Pilot-Wayne Cas-
tello; Faithful Scribe-Robert Bove; Faithful 
Inner Sentinel-Scott Pampaloni; Faithful 
Outer Sentinel-Edward Ryniec; Faithful 1-
Year Trustee-James Smith; Faithful 2-Year 
Trustee-Thomas McGuire; Faithful 3-Year 
Trustee-John Erbetta.
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Ice Or Heat, That Is The Question
Whether to use ice or heat can be a vex-

ing issue for those of us coping with acute 
injury, morning aches, or chronic pain.  First, 
use caution.  Ice and moist heat therapy can 
both interfere with circulation, especially 
in the elderly, the immune compromised, 
and those with circulatory problems or 
who suffer from serious diseases (including 
cancer).  When in doubt, check with your 
chiropractor.  Never use any form of ice or 
heat unless you’re are certain it’s appropri-
ate to do so.

What To Do First!
Have you ever seen an athlete with a 

bag of ice lashed to his ankle wearing an ace 
bandage?  That player is practicing athlete 
injury first aid.  It is called R.I.C.E.  Rest, 
Ice, Compression, and Elevation.  This can 
be done for 24-48 hours.  If pain and swell-
ing persists, heat can be applied.

Ice is best when an acute injury has 
resulted in acute inflammation in the area 
of the injury.  Signs of acute inflammation 
include:  swelling, redness, or heat in the sur-
rounding area.  Ice should be used for 10-30 
minutes depending upon the thickness of the 
damaged part:  for example, an elbow for 
10 minutes and lower back for 30 minutes.  
Wrap ice packs in a towel and apply it to 
the injured area.  You can expect to feel a 
little cold discomfort in the area before any 
numbness or pain reduction takes place.  
Check the skin temperature frequently to 
prevent damage.

Heat is best used with chronically stiff 
muscles or joints or if your pain increases as 
the weather becomes colder.  Persons with 
circulation problems should use neither heat 
or ice because they can’t reliably tell if the 
area is warming or cooling properly.  Wrap 
hot packs in 4-8 layers of thick toweling to 
start with.  Adjust towel thickness as needed.  
In general, you may use commercial hot 
packs in either boiling water or the micro-
wave.  Follow the instructions that come with 
the pack or consult your chiropractor.

As for electric heating pads, never, 
never use them.  Heating pads can overheat 
quickly and burn you before you know what’s 
happening.  There are safer and easier ways 
to apply heat.  I urge you again, DO NOT 
use electric heating pads for any reason.  If 
injury persists for more than a few weeks, 
consult your physician.

For My Girl Nancy
By Frank Woznica

As long as you love me
I’ll stay by your side
I’ll be your companion
Your friend and your guide
As long as you love me
As long as you care
I’ll do anything for you
I’ll go anywhere
I’ll bring you the sunshine
I’ll comfort your fears
I’ll gather up rainbows
To chase all your tears
As long as forever
My love will be true
For as long as you love me
I’ll only love you.

• TANK REMOVAL • INSTALLATION
• TANK TESTING • SANDFILL

• ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES

ADVANCED
SITE
IMPROVEMENTASI (���)

566-0281

Meet the Artist
For Grades 6 – 12 - Artist/Author, 

Michael Albert, brings his “Modern Pop 
Art Experience” to Sayreville Library! Join 
Michael Albert as he presents his work and 
holds his famous hands-on workshop. All 
participants will receive a free gift! Program 
runs 12:30PM - 2:30PM with a meet and 
greet prior to the workshop. Children must 
be in grades 6 -12 to participate. An earli-
er program will be held for those in grades 
1 and up.  Please arrive 15 minutes prior to 
program to check in, thank you.  *Please 
note: the meet & greet for this session begins 
at 12:00PM.* Register online by visiting: 
www.sayrevillelibrary.org or for additional 
information call:  732-727-0212 ext. 5.
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Florida Marlins manager Jack McKeon (r), a South Amboy native is pictured with his star 
home run hitter Mike Stanton (l) during batting practice before a recent game at Citi Field 
against the New York Mets.  (Photo by Tom Burkard)

Here is a close-up of the Tom Kelly plaque at Cheney Stadium’s Wall-of-Fame.  (Photos/info 
courtesy of Paul Ust)

Former South Amboy resident Paul Ust, stands proudly near the Tom Kelly plaque at Cheney 
Stadium, in Washington, home field of the Tacoma Rainiers, who are the AAA minor league 
affiliate of the Seattle Mariners.  Kelly, who is a ’68 graduate of St. Mary’s HS, played for 
Tacoma, (The Minnesota Twins top farm club back then), and also managed and coached 
the team before taking over the Twins in 1986. According to Ust, the beautiful plaque is 
“On the Wall-of-Fame at the stadium.”   Paul taught briefly at St. Mary’s HS in the 1960’s, 
and had Kelly as a student in his religion class. 

Locals In Pro Baseball
South Amboy native, Jack McKeon, 

who manages the Florida Marlins Major 
League Baseball Club, has had  some tough 
luck this year, being plagued by injuries and 
inexperience, and is currently in last place in 
the NL East, with an overall 67-81 record.  
Since taking over the team on Father’s Day, 
McKeon’s record is 35-41 as of Sept. 15.

Sayreville’s Kevin Mulvey, a hard-
throwing right-handed pitcher for the Reno 
Aces AAA baseball club, finished the regular 
season with 4 wins and 9 losses, and a 6.64 
ERA.  He started 19 games and toiled 103 
innings, striking out 63 and walking 44 
batters.  Mulvey’s best game of the season 

was when he threw a 7-inning complete 
game shutout, striking out 4 and allowing 
no walks, as the Aces topped Tucson, 2-0.   
Reno is the top minor league farm club for 
the Arizona Diamondbacks.

School Sports
By Tom Burkard

Football
Cardinal McCarrick (0-1) Cardinal 

McCarrick lost its opening game under new 
head coach Lou Quaglia, to a powerful Point 
Beach, 53-6.  The Eagles young team is led 
by junior quarterback Jahmal Pryce, who is 
also a track star.

Sayreville (0-1)  The talented Bombers 
were upset in their home opener by South 
Brunswick 14-7.  Alex Yanuzzelli scored 
Sayreville’s only TD.  Quarterback Mike 
Carey completed 11-19, 101 yards.
Girls Soccer

South Amboy (2-1) Paulina Musialek 
leads the offense and gets support from 
Stephanie Gay, Devon Cherry, and Catie 
Mota, while Emily Geant looks good as 
goalie. 

Cardinal McCarrick (1-1) Megan Kosa 
poured in all 5 goals in The Lady Eagles 
Opening Day, 5-1 win over Dunellen.  Chris-
tina Poetsch looks terrific as goalkeeper.  
Also off to a good start are Ciara Kaiser and 
Madison McNally.

Sayreville (0-1) The Bombers lost 
their first game to South Brunswick by a 
5-0 count.

Boys Soccer
Sayreville (3-0) The defending White 

Division Champs are picking up where they 
left off last year.   Emeka Eze, Michael 
Costa, Al Haji-Sheriff, Emmanuel Ongy-
eny, and Junior Sosa, have been leading the 
early-season attack.  Olisa Eze, the county’s 
top goal-getter, with 31 last year, and a 1st 
Team All-Area forward, did not score in 
the first 2 contests, but bounced back with 
his first goal of the year in a 2-0 win over 
New Brunswick.

South Amboy (1-1)  Mike Ramirez, 
who had a hat trick against Middlesex 
Academy, Segun Adeagbo, and Gareth 
Januzzi are off to a quick start for Coach 
Tony Gonsalves’ Governors.

Cardinal McCarrick (0-2) Chris 
Gomes, Shawn Park, and Abril are playing 
great soccer this season for the Eagles.
Boys Cross Country

Cardinal McCarrick (2-0)  Leading the 
talented Eagles are Anthony Manning and 
Julius Madden.

South Amboy (0-1)
Sayreville (0-0)

Girls Cross Country
Cardinal McCarrick (2-0) Kelly Gor-

man and Shannon McCleery appear to be 
the top runners for the Lady Eagles.
Girls Tennis

South Amboy (1-0) Opened with a 
4-1 triumph over Spotswood.  Winning 
in singles play were Klaudia Maslowska; 
Kimberly Hackshaw, and in doubles, 
Amelia Reilly-Sabrina Afaneh; Catherine 
Kosakowska-Joanna Joks.

Appiah Stars 
Former Cardinal McCarrick superstar 

football player, Dominic Appiah, turned in 
an outstanding opening game performance 
for his Boston College team by registering 
3 tackles.

Bombers Shocked 
In Opener

South Brunswick shocked the Sayreville 
Bombers football squad, 14-7 in the season 
opener for both clubs.  Alex Yanuzzelli 
scored the Blue & Gray’s only touchdown 
on a 2-yd. run with 5:04 left in the first 
half.  Isaiah Cureton kicked the extra point.  
All-State standout Delon Stephenson, who 
is heading to Rutgers next year, had a rough 
start, as the stingy SB defense held him to 
33 yards on 7 rushes.

The Bombers, who were the CJ Group 
4 champs in 2010, totaled only 174 yards, 
and in addition had 3 turnovers.  

Women’s Health & 
Wellness Fair

The Y celebrates Women’s Health & 
Fitness in September as a way to promote the 
importance and value of women maintain-
ing a healthy lifestyle.  The South Amboy 
Branch YMCA will be hosting a Women’s 
Health & Wellness Fair on Wednesday, 
September 28th to engage women in health-
ful activities together.  Women throughout 
the community are invited to participate in 
the scheduled events that will take place at 
the South Amboy Y, located at 200 John T. 
O’Leary Blvd in South Amboy, NJ.

Among the schedules activities for the 
afternoon will include Zumba classes, nutri-
tion seminars, and health discussions led by 
doctors from Raritan Bay Medical Center.   
Please visit our website for a complete 
schedule of activities for the day: www.
ymcaofmewsa.org/southamboy.

All women in the community are invited 
to join us and celebrate at the South Amboy 
Y’s Women’s Health & Wellness Fair.  For 
more information, please call Mike Manfre 
at 732-316-8208 or email mike.manfre@
ymcaofmewsa.org.

Zumba Fundraiser 
at Christ Church 
South Amboy

On October 1st 2011, 9:45am at Christ 
Church Memorial Hall, come join the fun 
and see what Zumba, the latest fitness craze, 
is all about.  Parking at Christ Church 210 
Main Street South Amboy.  Cost is :$60 for 8 
weeks . Please be sure to dress for exercise! 
Sneakers are mandatory.

Questions?  To receive registration in-
formation  Email zumbasayreville@gmail.
com or call Denise 732-525-9536. *Donation 
not refundable.

(As of Sept. 15)

SA Times
20th Anniversary

Special Issue
October 22nd
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THE LAST TIME
By Elaine Holton Scott

Remembering the “first time” for any 
important moment in life is usually easy.  
Remembering the “last time” is just the op-
posite.  So, let’s see if you can remember the 
last time you:  turned a channel on TV with 
a knob; added evaporated milk to lighten a 
cup of coffee; drank water from a garden 
hose; swam in the Minnie Ditch; starched 
clothes with liquid starch; filled an ink pen; 
bought an Air Mail stamp; froze juice in ice 
trays; pressed “O” for a telephone operator; 
stood in a phone booth; went to a drive-in 
movie; carried a lunchbox; ate Turkish 
Taffy; perked coffee; wore a kerchief; used 
a church key; went “parking”; cut grass 
with a manual lawnmower; set hair with 
Dippity Do; danced the Limbo Rock; rode 
in a convertible; played a 45 rpm record; 
wore a full slip under a dress; wrapped foil 
around a TV antenna; seen powdered dish 
detergent; saw someone use hand signals 
when making a turn while driving; lined 
the kitchen trash can with brown paper 
grocery bags; tried to adjust the color on a 
TV screen; heard the slam of a homemade 
wooden screen door; wore white gloves to 
church; left a dime tip for a 25-cent counter 
cup of coffee; opened a $50 Christmas Club; 
dialed a telephone; took a bus shopping; used 
white polish on a pair of sneakers; listened 
to an 8-track tape; used a typewriter eraser; 
typed with carbon paper to make copies; 
didn’t bother to lock your car in a shopping 
center parking lot; put a jawbreaker into 
your mouth; saw a “Made for TV” movie; 
had Mercurochrome put on a scratch; wore 
a girdle; seen a woman shopping with roll-
ers in her hair; drank powdered milk; saw a 
Milkman’s truck; waved a lit sparkler on the 
4th of July; went to the Majestic Theater in 
Perth Amboy; used a can opener to pop the 
lid on a bottle of soda; smelled sheets dried 
outside on a clothesline; spread liquid wax 
on a clean kitchen floor to make it shine; 
drank a bottle of birch beer soda; bought 
a pink pencil eraser; went to Stewart’s for 
a burger; called a TV repairman; heard of 
anyone rolling newspapers to make “logs” 
to burn in a fireplace; seen a box of Spic & 
Span; opened the door on an “ice box”; used 
sewing thread to floss your teeth; went to 
the shoe makers; seen the Coalman making 
deliveries;  wore white lipstick; danced the 
Mashed Potatoes; bought a box of Smith 
Bros. cough drops; were given a little chunk 
of ice by the Iceman; found money under 
your pillow from the tooth fairy; read an 
“Archie” comic book; been cooled by a metal 
fan; rode the Carousel in Asbury Park; played 
with a cap gun; used a brown paper grocery 
bag to make a book cover; saw Chiquita 
Banana in a commercial; changed a cloth 
diaper; been frightened by Vincent Price; 
filled a metal thermos; wrapped a sandwich 
in waxed paper; heard anyone say, “oilcloth”; 
wound a wristwatch; played pick-up sticks; 
caught fireflies in a glass jar; carried a book 
bag; were able to touch your toes without 
bending your knees…or the last time you 
called an old friend??? 

***Mercurochrome, “the” antiseptic 
of the ‘50s and ‘60s, was taken off the 
market by the FDA due to fears of mercury 
poisoning.

Hey Tom,
We got back from Colorado after visiting 

the kids and of course taking in a Rockies-
Marlins game.  We had great seats, 6 rows 
behind home plate and I got to speak with 
Jack McKeon.  He said he just saw you the 
week before.  He had a grandson who just 
graduated from Law School in Denver.  We 
had a nice discussion.  Meeting Jack was a 
thrill- down to earth, no nonsense or airs 
about him.  He is truly a genuine South 
Amboy native!  

Bill Farrell
(Formerly of South Amboy)
Arizona 

Continued from page 7

Letters
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Allegro, Maryann, 64, of Parlin died 

on Sept. 13.
Barlowski, Marion R., 75, of South 

Amboy died on Aug. 31.
Baumgartner, Jean, 88, formerly of 

South Amboy died on Aug. 29.
Burlew, William R. “Bill,” 57, formerly 

of South Amboy died on Sept. 3.
Clarke, Lynn, 69, formerly of Parlin 

died on Sept. 6.
Cosenza, Bernadette, 69, of Sayreville 

died on Aug. 22.
Culver, Henry J., 65, of Sayreville died 

on Aug. 31.
DeMarco, Alice, 72, of Sayreville died 

on Aug. 31.
Dennis, Mary, 79, of Sayreville died 

on Aug. 21.
Flannery, Edward F. Jr., 83, formerly of 

South Amboy died on Sept. 2.
Fodor, Walter L., 88, of Parlin died on 

July 31.
Foley, Mildred A., 93, of Parlin died 

on Sept. 12.
Hogan, Francis M., 75, of Sayreville 

died on Sept. 9.
Jurewicz, Frank E., 83, formerly of 

Sayreville died on Aug. 7.
Kapica, Sophie M., 85, of Sayreville 

died on Aug. 2.
Karpinski, Nora, 84, of Parlin died dur-

ing the month of Aug.
Kilcomins, Joan Krzyzkowski, 71, of 

South Amboy died on Sept. 12.
Kitchen, Rita Pashytnuk, 71, of Sayre-

ville died on Aug. 27.
Klosek, Cecelia Budney, 94, formerly 

of Sayreville died on Aug. 23.
Kovacs, Michael C., 41, of South Am-

boy died on Sept. 7.
Krzyzkowski, Jennie “Jean,” 91, of 

South Amboy died on Sept. 6.
Lee, Rukshin Chung, 66, of Sayreville 

died on Sept. 7.
Lewandowski, Charlotte, 81, of Parlin 

died on Sept. 10.
Malinowski, Benjamin “Ben” F., 82, for-

merly of South Amboy died on Aug. 23. 
Marano, Anthony Jr., 68, of Sayreville 

died on Aug. 13.
Matthews, Alice Herbert, 91, formerly 

of South Amboy died on Sept. 5.
Miele, Grace J., 88, of Parlin died on 

Sept. 9.
Mihok, Gary H., 65, of Parlin died on 

Sept. 8.
Mileto, John M., 59, of Parlin died on 

Aug. 25.
Nash, Maureen Robinson Cypra, of 

Sayreville died on Aug. 21.
Perez, Irma V., 77, of Parlin died on 

Aug. 25.
Pollack, Claire J., 73, of Sayreville died 

on Sept. 13.
Roehsler, Peter F., 70, of Sayreville 

died on Aug. 27.
Santaluccia, Martin R., 83, of Sayreville 

died on Sept. 1.
Schmitt, Gladys, 77, of Sayreville died 

on Aug. 19.
Vail, Charles C., 79, of South Amboy 

died on Aug. 21.
Zadlock, Zenon J. “Hank,” 71, of South 

Amboy died on Aug. 31.
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Music Trivia

“Life”
By Tom Burkard

1.__That’s Life a.Joe Walsh
2.__It’s My Life b.Howard Jones
3.__Life In A Northern Town c.Tom Cochrane
4.__Life In The Fast Lane d.Poison
5.__Life Is A Highway e.Dream Academy
6.__Life In One Day f.Bon Jovi
7.__Life’s Been Good g.The Eagles
8.__Life Goes On h.Reunion
9.__Life Is A Rock (But The Radio Rolled Me) i.Maxwell
10._Lifetime j.Frank Sinatra

Answers
1j 2f 3e 4g 5c 6b 7a 8d 9h 10i.

#1 Pop Hits On 
Sept. 24
2001-I’m Real-Jennifer Lopez
1996-Macarena-Los Del rio
1983-Tell Her About It-Billy Joel
1971-Go Away Little Girl-Donny Osmond
1969-Sugar, Sugar-The Archies
1958-Bird Dog-The Everly Brothers

#1 Country Hits On 
Sept. 24
1995-I Like It, I Love It-Tim McGraw
1987-This Crazy Love-The Oak Ridge 
Boys
1975-Daydreams About Night Things-Ron-
nie Milsap
1967-My Elusive Dream-David Houston
1957-My Shoe Keep Walking Back To 
You-Ray Price

One Hit Wonders 20 
Years Ago

1991-Get Here-Oleta Adams; With 
You-Tony Terry; Save Some Love-Keedy;  
You Don’t Have To Go Home Tonight-The 
Triplets; Silent Lucidity-Queensryche; Writ-
ten All Over Your Face-Rude Boys; Walking 
In Memphis-Marc Cohn; How Can I Ease 
The Pain-Lisa Fischer; Temptation-Corina; It 
Ain’t Over ‘Til It’s Over-Lenny Kravitz; The 
One And Only-Chesney Hawkes; I Wonder 
Why-Curtis Stigers.

Remember 
California Jam I?

By Tom Burkard
You probably don’t remember Cali-

fornia Jam I unless you’re a hardcore rock 
‘n’ roll fan.  The event was held on April 
6, 1974 at the Ontario Motor Speedway, 
50 miles from Los Angeles.  Over 400,000 
people packed the place to see some of the 
top names in music performing live.  Featured 
on the bill were: The Eagles, with Special 
Guest Jackson Browne; Black Sabbath with 
a young Ozzy Osbourne; Emerson, Lake and 
Palmer; Deep Purple; Seals & Crofts; Earth, 
Wind & Fire; Black Oak Arkansas.

Dan Toye On 
YouTube.com

Talented South Amboy singer/guitar-
ist/songwriter, Dan Toye can now be seen 
on YouTube.com at some of his live per-
formances.  Dan’s excellent originals such 
as “All The Leaves Are Turning Brown,” 
“Little David,” “Cry, Cry, Cry,” are all 
posted, and should be checked out.  To get 
to these songs, just go to: YouTube.com, and 
type in Dan Toye.

Local Band Played 
At World’s Fair

June 13, 1965-The Triads, a talented 
local Rock ‘n’ Roll band performed at the 
World’s Fair in Flushing New York.  The 
group consisting of drummer Bob Suhay 
of Melrose, Benny Suchciki, bass player 
from Parlin, and lead guitarist, Paul Cole of 
Fords, rocked the Fair goers, while playing 
at the RCA Pavilion, and the New Jersey 
Pavilion.

Former Morgan 
Resident Cuts CD

Walt “Corkey” Moskal formerly of 
Morgan and a Sayreville War Memorial HS 
grad, has recently cut a CD with his group, 
Christy and the Rascals.  The release is the 
band’s first CD and titled, “In Step.”  There 
are 13 outstanding “Swing Jazz Standards” 
from the 1920’s thru the 1950’s, plus a bonus 
track featured.   Several of the timeless hits 
you’ll get to enjoy on this CD are: “Ain’t 
Misbehavin’,” “Autumn Leaves,” “All Of 
Me,” “Sweet Georgia Brown,” “Summer-
time,” and many more.

Walt, a talented all-around musician 
provides excellent bass and mandolin on the 
CD.  The band is based in Mississippi, and 
continues to grow in popularity.  Check them 
out on YouTube.com (search Christy and the 
Rascals).  More info can be found on their 
website: www.thesource.com/Rascals.htm

For your copy (copies) of Christy and 
the Rascals new CD, “In Step,” send $10 in 
cash, personal check or U.S. Postal Service 
Money Order payable to Walt Moskal, to 
cover production costs.  You can mail your 
payment to: W. Moskal, 1 Nan Court, Long 
Beach, MS 39560.  Include return address, 
shipping is FREE.  

“That Little Ol’ Band from Texas” aka ZZ Top rolled into the Count Basie Theatre last 
month and played one hit after another.  Great show!  Pictured is guitarist/vocalist Billy 
Gibbons strutting across the stage with his custom Gretsch “Billy Bo” guitar.  (Photo by 
Brian Stratton)

The Rockdaddys “Rocked” the crowd with their car cruising inspired tunes.  Great Job as 
usual guys! (Photo by Brian Stratton)

Simple Groove performed some excellent classic rock ‘n’ roll music at the Sayreville 
Recreation Department’s 3rd Annual Blast From The Past  Classic Car Show and Concert 
at Kennedy Park.  Congratulations to Recreation Director Jerry Ust and his staff for once 
again running an outstanding show! (Photo by Tom Burkard)
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The Local Sports Memory Machine
By Tom Burkard

The Sports Archives

Sayreville Summer 
Basketball

Back in the early 1960’s the Sayreville 
Youth Guidance Outdoor Basketball League 
was held in the summertime.  The competi-
tion was in 3 different divisions: Varsity, 
Junior Varsity, and Grammar School.  The 
Varsity Division featured 5 teams, Brown, 
Princeton, Navy, Yale, Army.  Jeff Osowski 
of Princeton led the league with an average 
of over 26 points per game.  Ed Suchciki 
starred for Brown; Bob Nita and Glen Lem-
erich were the big guns for Army; Wally 
Senkowski and Jack Noble led Navy;  Pat 
Dzubek topped Yale.  The Junior Varsity 
Division had 4 clubs including Seton Hall, 
Columbia, St. Peter’s, Fordham.  Laird Davis 
was the leading scorer for Columbia; Jack 
Trenta topped Seton Hall in scoring; Warren 
Walerzak was St. Peter’s top point-producer; 
Ed Smith starred for Fordham.

In the Grammar School Division, also 
had 4 teams; St. Mary’s, Wilson, St. Stan’s, 
Emma Arleth.  Gary George led Wilson with 
17 points per game; Jim McCloud and John 
Ammon,  scored lots of points for SM.  Other 
highly-respected scorers in the league were 
Paul Gulick and Tom Krainski.

South Amboy Fall 
Basketball

In September 1976, the South Amboy 
Recreation Dept. sponsored its first-ever Fall 
Basketball League under Recreation Direc-
tor Ed Flannery, and Assistant Director Ray 
Stockton.  The league featured 4 teams, and 
games were played at the George St. outdoor 
basketball court near the old Hoffman HS.  

The following are team rosters: Indiana-
Coach Jay Thomas; Players-Tom O’Leary 
(Portia St.), Dave Bloodgood, Dave Brady, 
Rich Aucone, Vince Paduano, Shawn 
Leonard, Jay Trinley, Tom Mulligan, Bob 
Geant, Dan Bloodgood.  Notre Dame-Coach 
Charles Walters; Players-Dan Kudelka, Tom 
Lakomski, Buddy Walters, Guido Sessa, 
John Hall, Bob Aucone, Bernie Orszewski, 
Larry Martin.  UCLA-Coach Tom Burkard;  
Assistant Coach Joe Krzyzkowski; Players-
John Pyontek, Mike Diem, Marty Veilleux, 
Alex MacNeil, Gerard Marrone, Fred Hurst, 
Tom Misak, Jim Bright, Pat Coleman.  Navy-
Coach Rich Garcia; Players-Bob Kelly, 
John Garcia, Ed O’Connor, John Munck, 
Rich Norek, Ron Seaman, Nick Allen, Tom 
O’Leary (Macedulski Terr.).

Seeking Little 
League Photo

Pat Douglas is trying to find out if 
anyone out there has a photo of the 1968 
Daylight Bakery Little Fellas team that 
went undefeated to win the South Amboy 
championship.  Team photos were taken 
throughout the years, but he is trying to find 
out if a picture exists from the legendary ’68 
squad.  Please let us know if you have a ’68 
Daylight Bakery photo by e-mailing us at: 
satimes@aol.com.

Glory Days 
In Local 
Sports

1958-St. Mary’s, behind 
freshman Jack Seaman’s 
1-hitter, pounded St. Rose, 
10-0.  Jim Heffernan ripped 
a single and 2-run double, 
and Joe Phillips went 2-
for-2.   1964-Hoffman 
beat Croydon Hall, 6-

2, as winning pitcher Joe Zailski fired a 
6-hitter.  Frank Jankowski ripped a single 
and double, and Billy Clayton added 2 hits.  
1972-St. Rose stopped the Eagles on Open-
ing Day of the baseball season, 4-1, despite 
a 4-hitter by losing pitcher Jim Shannon.  
Frank “Skip” Minnick blasted a double 
and home run. 1980-Hoffman destroyed 
Dunellen, 7-2 behind winning pitcher Tom 
Mulligan’s 6-hitter.  Marty Veilleux drilled 
2 hits, including a 3-run double, Pat DeJoy 
belted a single, and double and had 2 RBI, 
and Tim Bloodgood stroked 2 hits.  1995-
Sayreville’s football club jolted J.P. Stevens, 
25-20, as Omar Joseph broke loose for 3 TD 
runs of 9, 4, and 42 yards.  LeFurge scored 
on a 2-yd. TD with 2:45 left to win it. 2002-
Sayreville walloped Woodbridge, 42-14 in 
football action.  Junior Jabbe rushed for 3 
touchdowns on runs of 32, 10, and 4 yards.  
Mark Poore broke loose for a 51-yd. TD 
run, while quarterback Dan Huff raced for a 
5-yd. touchdown, and found Lamar Holmes 
on a 27-yd. TD aerial.

T.H.E. 
Game
Sport-Baseball
Year-1973
Teams-St. Mary’s 
(2-13-1) vs. Sayreville (15-4)
Recap-The Eagles came up with 3 big runs 
in the top of the seventh to shock Sayreville, 
6-5.  Trailing 5-3, winning pitcher Ray Scupp 
walked, Rich Krzyzanowski doubled, an 
error on John D. O’Toole’s grounder let 2 
runs score to tie it, and Bill Becker laced a 
single to score O’Toole with the game win-
ner.  Joe Kolakowski blasted a triple for the 
Saints, and Krzyzanowski added a double.  
Steve Makwinski hammered a homer, Scott 
Douglas a triple, and Wayne Vanderhoof a 
double for the Bombers.
Co-Players of the Game-Ray Scupp and 
Bill Becker.

1983-The St. Mary’s girls’ soccer team turned in the best record in the school’s history 
up to that time.  The team consisted of top row (l-r) Michelle Zaleski, Beth Vanning.  2nd 
row (l-r) Coach Kathy Turk, Robin Bardenhager, Karen Charmello, Kelly Petzold, Tisha 
Loftus, Debbie Kelton, Kerry O’Brien.  3rd row (l-r) Debbie Vellanti, Chris Cartwright, Mary 
Ann Reis, Donna Read, Regina Raczkowski, Karen White.  4th row (l-r) Veronica Wykpisz, 
Rosie Murphy, Joanne Brady, Laura Radwanski, Marianne Kelly, Kathy Hartney, (Capt.).  
Missing from photo-Terri O’Brien.

South Amboy Senior Baseball League 
Memories

By Bill “Biff” McKeon

The South Amboy Senior Baseball 
League in the 1940’s was probably the best 
baseball in New Jersey.  The League was 
very competitive after World War II, when 
former minor leaguers and college players 
returned, bringing their talents back to the 
baseball diamond.  

I remember Chet “Doc” Meinzer pitch-
ing for Brennan’s and Lefty Jankowski pitch-
ing for Abby’s.  Steve “Pup” Zebro caught 
for Abby’s along with his brother Ed “Lefty,” 
who played first base, and another brother 
Johnny who played shortstop for Brennan’s.  
Reggie Carney played shortstop for Abby’s 
and Red Connors was at second base, all 
returning veterans.   John “Mikey” Carroll 
caught for Brennan’s and was probably one 
of the best offensive/defensive catchers ever 
to play baseball.  My brother Jack McKeon 
was the catcher for Letts’ Tavern in ’46 when 
he was only a soph at St. Mary’s HS.  Chet 
Nelson managed and played second base 
for his Nelson’s Tavern team, and always 
wore a wrist watch to time his double plays.  
Former Chief of Police Ed O’Leary played 
for Nebus Tavern along with Tom “Babba” 
McKeon, who played second base, and Bing 
Miller was on first.  Former Police Chief 
“Red” Kurtz caught for Mechanicsvile AA.  
Joe DeMarco, who worked for Marathon 
Bus Co., was the League’s Baseball Com-
missioner and would use an eraser to rub off 
the dirty spots on a the baseball.  The hat 
was passed (donations) at every game, and 
the crowds were in the hundreds, as not too 
many people had cars in those days.  

I like to say this is where I learned 
baseball from some of South Amboy’s great 
players in the 1940’s, Ed, Johnny, and Steve 
Zebro, Jackie and Eddie O’Brien, Chet 
Meinzer, Red Connors, Reggie Carney, 
Mickey Czok, Lefty Jankowski, Johnny 
Wortley and many other outstanding players.  
(Interboro Champs; Mid-County Champs; 
NJ State Semi-Pro Champs; Middlesex 
County Freeholder Champs; NJ AAABA 
Champs, etc., etc.).  THANKS GUYS!

NOTE: “Biff” still holds a share of 
the record for most RBI in a single game 
at Johnstown, PA in the AAABA National 
Tournament.  He knocked in an amazing 9 
runs with a grand slam homer, a 3-run home 
run, and a double with the bases loaded!

Did You Know?  Biff said that, Chet 
“Doc” Meinzer was the coach for McKeon’s 
Boys Club baseball team, and that’s where 
the McKeons and O’Briens learned to play 
baseball.”

35 Years Ago
1976
St. Mary’s tennis team was coached by 

Ted Jensen.  The roster included Jeff Wilusz, 
Bill Delaney, Carl Hancik, Bill Garvin, Rich 
Wood, Kevin Nealon, Bob Ahrbach, Paul 
Rusnock, Tom Johnston.

Gene Malhame was the Eagles golf 
coach, and his players were George Kress, 
Mike Talnagi, Bob Bird, Ron Wilson, Chris 
Vaughn, Tom DeNigris, Tim O’Malley. 

65 Years Ago
1946-The South Amboy Goveagles 

captured the Middlesex County Junior 
Baseball Tournament championship by 
defeating Perth Amboy Legion Post #45, 
6-5 in 11 innings.  Ray Stockton was the 
winning pitcher, and struck out 10 while 
allowing only 5 hits.  Jack McKeon drove 
in the winning run, and Ed O’Brien drilled 
3 hits for the champs.

Non-Hitting 
Pitchers

They always say that Major League 
Baseball pitchers can’t hit.  Well, back in 
1962, Bob Buhl of the Chicago Cubs fin-
ished an unbelievable 0-for-70 at the plate!  
In ’75, New York Mets hurler, Randy Tate 
batted 41 times and struck out all 41!  That’s 
simply amazing! 

Rose Opiola, formerly of Upper Main Street, 
South Amboy, celebrated her 90th birthday 
on August 11th. A large party was held in 
her honor at the Palms Senior Apts. in Las 
Vegas where she has lived since 2003. Rose 
lived all her life in the South Amboy area until 
she moved to Las Vegas to be near family. 
She was a communicant of Sacred Heart 
Church and a member of its Ladies Rosary 
Society. She also belonged to the South 
Amboy Seniors and Sayreville Seniors clubs. 
(Photo/Info Submitted)

This vintage photo taken in the mid to late 1960’s shows a group of South Amboy Public 
School children on a float that was in a parade.  It looks like the picture was taken on the 
corner of Barkalow Street.  The boys pictured (l-r) Stillwagon (first name unknown), Doug 
Buckalew, ?, Paul Zulin, Point (first name unknown).  The girls (l-r) ?, Pat Shaluha, Gail 
Gawenus, Lois Larkin, Bonnie Jean Hogan. If anyone knows who the question marks are 
or the first names of the two boys, please let us know. (Photo and names courtesy of Janet 
Kern)

Long Ago In Our Town

PRAYER TO ST. JUDE
(To be said when problems arise or when one 

seems to be deprived of all visible help, on far cases 
almost despaired of). Most holy Apostle St. Jude, 
faithful servant and friend of Jesus, the church honors 
and invokes you universally as the patron of hopeless 
cases, of things almost despaired of, pray for me, I 
am so helpless and alone. Make use I implore you of 
that particular privilege given to you, to bring visible 
and speedy help where help is almost despaired of. 
Come to my assistance in this great need that I may 
receive the consolation and help of heaven in all my 
necessities, tribulations, and sufferings., and that I 
may praise God with you and all the elect forever.  I 
promise O Blessed St. Jude, to be ever mindful of this 
great favor, to always honor you as my special and 
powerful patron, and to gratefully encourage devotion 
to you. Amen.  Thank You St. Jude. -E.P..
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Fishing Flashes 
By Teo “Weebles” Weber

Salt Water
Hurricane Irene changed our local fish-

ing picture.  Fluke fishing in the bay and 
ocean, good before the storm, has taken a 
nosedive.  Fish of any size are hard to come 
by. The fishing is just a crawl for both shorts 
and keepers. With the Bluefish it’s a dif-
ferent story.  The small Bluefish have now 
been replaced with large fish in the 10 to 
15 pound range. Small Blues have invaded 
the surf to our south. The catch from the 
Party Boats has been good on jigs and bait.   
Surf fishing for Striped Bass has improved 
greatly along the entire coast.  There is good 
Kingfish bite in the surf along the beaches of 
LBI too.  Since Sea Bass fishing is closed to 
mid November, Party Boats that bottom fish 
have to be contented with a few Porgies and 
Ling.  Bay Surf fishing off our local beaches 
is very slow.  I checked it out and no one 
had been catching anything. Just a reminder, 
Fluke season 2011 closes September 25th.
 Fresh Water

The drenching rains from hurricane 
Irene flooded just about all bodies of water 
resulting in impossible conditions for Trout 
and Bass fishing.  Everything else got killed 
off with most bodies of water unfishable.  I 
saw the Delaware River very high and coffee 
colored.  The only fishing would be a best 
bet with panfish in small ponds and lakes 
that didn’t flood too high.  The fall Trout 
Stocking begins October 11th through the 
20th for 2 weeks statewide.

9/11 Prayer Service
Students, Faculty and Staff of Cardinal 

McCarrick/St. Mary’s High School gathered 
to commemorate the 10th anniversary of the 
September 11 terrorist attacks in a prayer 
service held on Monday, September 12.  
Surrounding the flag pole, a student color 
guard comprised of a Civil Air Patrol cadet 
and members of the Boy Scouts began the 
service by raising the flag and leading the 
Pledge of Allegiance.  Members of the stu-
dent body led prayers for those who have 
died, those who continue to serve our country 
and fight for freedom, and the families of 
those affected by the events of 9/11, while 
others read reflections from Scripture and the 
writings of Blessed Pope John Paul II and 
Pope Benedict XVI.  Following the closing 
prayer, students involved in Music Ministry 
and the school chorus led all present in the 
singing of “God Bless America.”  The service 
was a fitting tribute to those who lost their 
lives and an opportunity to once again be 
grateful for the freedom we experience as 
Americans and God’s faithfulness even in 
moments of difficulty.

Cardinal McCarrick/St. Mary’s High School 
faculty and students are pictured gathered 
around the flagpole which was at half mast 
for a very special 9/11 prayer service.  (Photo 
by Brian Stratton)
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