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Jamie Norek was sworn in as South Amboy’s new Fire Chief on July 1st before a packed 
house at City Hall.  In addition to his firefighting duties, he is a sergeant on the South 
Amboy Police force.  Congratulations and best of luck!  (Photo by Brian Stratton)  

Wisniewski 
Honored

State Assemblyman John S. Wisniewski 
recently received the first Elected Official of 
the Year Award from the International Code 
Council (ICC) for his efforts to enhance 
building safety.  Two other U.S. Senators 
also received the award.  

Wisniewski was praised by the ICC for 
supporting code enforcement officials and 
sponsoring legislation to improve building 
safety.  He also sponsored a bill to make fire 
sprinklers mandatory in college dormitories.   
Congratulations Assemblyman Wisniewski!

Sayreville’s Greg Kuczynski crosses the finish line to easily capture first place in the annual 
Frog Hollow 5K race.  See page 17 for the top local finishers.  (Photo by Tom Burkard) 

Fitzsimmons 
Promoted

Sayreville Police Lieutenant John 
Fitzsimmons was recently promoted to 
Captain, and will command the detective 
division.  A 17-year year veteran of the po-
lice department, he served most recently as 
watch commander of the uniformed division.  
Congratulations and best of luck!

Sayreville Woman 
Wins

New Home And 
More

Debbie Stolte of Sayreville won a new 
home, car, and $100,000 in HGTV’s Green 
Home Competition.  She was randomly se-
lected, and the only  winner out of 22 million 
entries!   Stolte won an eco-friendly home 
in Denver, Colorado, and the good news 
couldn’t have come at a better time, as she 
had been recently laid off from work, and 
had bills to pay.  Her husband Brian works 
at the Post Office in Sayreville. 

The incredible Prize Package is valued 
at $700,000!  Congratulations Debbie and 
Brian! O’Leary Chosen 

President
Former South Amboy resident Flossie 

O’Leary was elected as the 95th President 
of the Lions Club of Denver, Colorado.  She 
became the first woman in Denver history 
to attain the top office for the Lions Club.  
After joining the Club in 1998, Lion Flossie 
served on the Board of Directors, as Secretary 
of the Club, as a Lions Foundation Trustee, 
and as First Vice-President.  During her 
induction, she was praised by a Lions Club 
official, who said, “Flossie’s spirit can inspire 
us, can bring us a unity that builds a bridge 
between the revered generations who have 
led this storied Club and the new leaders 
who will define the meaning of Lionism in 
the 21st century.”

Flossie is the daughter of the late South 
Amboy Mayor William “Doc” O’Leary and 
June O’Leary of South Amboy.  She is a grad-
uate of Sacred Heart School, and St. Mary’s 
High School.  Congratulations, Flossie on 
your outstanding accomplishment!  

Mader Honored
Sayreville Police Officer Jason Mader 

was recently honored along with other of-
ficers from the state, by the New Jersey 
Chapter of Mothers Against Drunk Driving.  
Officer  Mader was among the honorees for 
his outstanding record of leading his depart-
ment in 2010 in arrests for DWI (Driving 
While Intoxicated).   Officer Mader is as-
signed to the Borough’s Uniform Division, 
and is a certified drug recognition expert.  
Congratulations!

Sebban Hall 
Dedicated

The beautiful Sebban Hall was dedicated 
at Fort Sam Houston, Texas on June 24th in 
honor of Sergeant First Class Benjamin L. 
Sebban who was killed in Iraq on March 
17, 2007.  Sebban, a South Amboy resident, 
who was serving as a Senior Medic with 
Headquarters and Headquarters Troop, 5th 
Squadron, 73rd Cavalry Regiment (Airborne 
Reconnaissance), 82nd Airborne Division, 
“Placed himself in a position of danger to 
ensure his unit’s welfare during combat 
operations in support of Operation IRAQI 
FREEDOM in Diyala Province, Iraq.  Sgt. 
First Class Sebban safeguarded the lives of 
86 paratroopers during a suicide-car-bomb 
attack on a combat outpost.”

Sgt. First Class Sebban received the 
Silver Star posthumously, and his mother 
Barbara Walsh spoke to the large crowd of 
family, friends, dignitaries, military person-
nel.  Music was provided by the U.S. Army 
Medical Command Band, and the Army 
Song concluded the wonderful dedication 
ceremony honoring South Amboy’s own 
true American hero, Sergeant First Class 
Benjamin L. Sebban, U.S. Army.

South Amboy 
Annual

Festival And Street 
Fair

The City of South Amboy will hold its 
Annual Festival and Street Fair on Sunday, 
Sept. 25th from 11 a.m. until  4 p.m. on 
Broadway.  There will be crafters, artists, 
food vendors and entertainment on Broad-
way!  FREE Admission!  For food, craft, 
and art vendor information, please contact: 
events@southamboynj.gov or 732-525-
5932 or 732-525-5933.
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Cardinal 
McCarrick/ 

St. Mary’s HS 
Announces New 

Principal
Superintendent of Schools, Diocese of 

Metuchen, Ellen F. Ayoub is pleased to an-
nounce that Dr. Karen Juliano has accepted 
the position as principal of Cardinal McCar-
rick/ St. Mary’s High School. Dr. Juliano 
has a vast experience in Catholic schools, 
including 21 years as Catholic school ad-
ministrator… either principal or president.

 “I am excited to be joining the Cardinal 
McCarrick/St. Mary’s community, the oldest 
Catholic school in the Diocese of Metuchen 
said Juliano. While celebrating the previous 
125 years of an excellent academic program 
founded in strong Catholic values, I look 
forward to working with the faculty, staff 
and parents to prepare students to meet the 
challenges of the 21st century”

Morgan Lions outgoing President Bob Pawlik (r) passes the gavel to his wife Rose 
Pawlik, as she becomes the first woman President in the organization’s rich history. 
Congratulations, Rose.  (Photo/acticle submitted)

Pawlik First Woman President
On June 22,2011 history was made at the 
Morgan Lions Club meeting when Rose 

A. Pawlik was installed as the first female 
President of the club.The Morgan Lions 
Club has been serving the community 

since 1954. Installation was performed by 
Lion Al Losiewicz Past Council Chairman 

and a member of the South River Lions 
Club.

Rose joined the Lions in 2000 as a mem-
ber of the South Amboy Lions Club.  In 2008 
when the South Amboy Lions Club folded 
she and three other Lions transfered  to the 
Morgan Lions Club and she became the first 
female member of that club  She has served 

committees in the club.
Rose also served as Region Zone Chair-

person for the Lions of District 16 D , which 
encompasses the counties of Middlesex, 
Somerset Hunterdon, Sussex and Warren.

 In 2003 Rose and her husband Bob went 
as Lions Delegates to the Lions International 
Convention in Denver  Colorado.  Where 
they were able to meet up with Lion Flossie 
O’Leary. They spent the evening together 
and attended the Lions night at the Colorado 
Rockies ball game.

Witnessing Rose’s installation was her 
son from California, Peter, and Katherine 
Taylor.
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Father Kenneth Murphy (r), Pastor of St. Stanislaus Kostka Church, visits with his 
oldest parishioner Mary Rispoli, who is 105 years old!  They were photographed after 
enjoying the delicious food in the food tent at St. Stan’s Annual Parish Carnival.  See 
more photos on page 13.  (Photo by Tom Burkard)

The Frog Hollow Swim Club held its annual fishing trip aboard the Misty Morn.  A great 
time was had by all!  Lots of fish were caught (not too many keepers, but still lots of 
fun).  (Photo/info courtesy of Maria Hornlein) 

Pleasant Little 
Trivia

By Tom Burkard
1.What part of Sayreville was Check’s 

Tavern located in?  a.President Park 
b.Morgan c.Melrose

2.St. Mary’s HS play in 1970 was?  
a.The Music Man b.Mame c.Peyton Place

3.This auto supply business was located 
in Morgan in 1973?  a.Pat & Ray’s b.John 
& Joe’s c.Morgan

4.What year was the South Amboy VFW 
reactivated?  a.1953 b.1958 c.1960

5.This bar was located on MacArthur 
Ave., Sayreville in ’73?  a.Nick’s Hideout 
b.Polonaise Inn c.Benny’s Tavern

6.What year did the South Amboy Little 
Fellas League begin play on a ballfield near 
the landfill?  a.1952 b.1955 c.1959

7.What year did Raritan Bay Waterfront 
Park open?  a.1998 b.2000 c.2003

8.In 1981, this hair design business was 
located at 152 Main St., Sayreville?  a.Mary 
Lou’s b.Far Out c.Shear Imagination

9.President of the South Amboy Polish-
American Club in ’87?  a.Chester Ciszewski 
b.Adam Rzepka c.Edmund Paczkowski

10.This local resident was elected 
Assemblyman-At-Large in 1971?  a.James 
Inman b.Edwin Kolodziej c.Alan Karcher

11.In ’76, where was the Cottage Gift 
Shop located at in South Amboy?  a.First St. 
b.South Broadway c.Stevens Ave.

12.Where is the Sayreville Sportsman 
located?  a.Washington Rd. b.MacArthur 
Ave. c.Main St.

Talk Of The Towns
By Tom Burkard

South Amboy H.S. Graduates 71
South Amboy High School had 71 

members who graduated in the Class of 
2011.  Brittany Larkin was Valedictorian, 
and Karen Vazquez was Salutatorian.  Con-
gratulations to all!
Sayreville’s Valedictorian, Salutatorian

Sayreville War Memorial High School’s 
2011 Valedictorian was Mark Quilon, and 
the Salutatorian was Ektra Kadakia.  Con-
gratulations!
Malara Brothers Retire

Joseph and Anthony Malara, identi-
cal twin brothers who taught at Sayreville 
Middle School, have retired after 42 years 
in the teaching profession.  Joseph, who was 
a world geography teacher, and Anthony, 
an American history teacher are two of the 
Borough of Sayreville School District’s 20 
teachers who retired in June.  The brothers 
were also part time Major League Baseball 
scouts.  Congratulations to two great guys 
on your outstanding careers, and best of luck 
during your retirement!
In Memoriam

William Blanken, 76, of Sayreville died 
on June 16.  He was a life member, past presi-
dent, past captain of the Sayreville First Aid 
Squad, former Democratic Committeeman, 
and member of many other organizations.  
Francis Waitt Sr., 93, formerly of Sayre-
ville died on June 19.  He was Chief of the 
Sayreville Fire Dept. in 1959, and served 
as president, vice-president, secretary, and 
foreman of Morgan Hose & Chemical Co.  
Helen Stanton Martin, 87, of South Amboy 
died on June 20.  This very wonderful lady 
was a member of St. Mary’s Choir, Altar Ro-
sary Society, and a Eucharistic Minister for 
many years.  Helen was also Past President 
of St. Mary’s HS PTA.  Adelaide Terlecki, 
86, of Sayreville died on June 24.  She was 
a Sayreville Board of Education secretary 
for 17 ½ years.  Mary Hinners, 86, of Parlin 

Answers
1c 2b 3a 4b 5a 6c 7a 8c 9a 10b 11c 12a. 

continued on page 15

Correction
In last month’s engagement announce-

ment for Pamela Rock and Kenneth Nagy 
Jr., we inadvertently printed the incorrect 
date for the wedding, listing it as August 
11, 2011.  The wedding is set for August 
27, 2011.  We’re sorry to all concerned for 
the miscue.
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On July 6, The Amboy Foundation of the Amboy Bank presented a $1,000 check to the 
Dowdell Library Foundation to support the Sadie Pope Dowdell Public Library of South 
Amboy.  The check was presented by Joseph Mullane, Vice President of Amboy Bank.  
The Amboy Foundation’s contribution will be used toward purchasing an online software 
teaching center for the library that will provide coaching for students from elementary 
to high school, as well as college preparation courses for SAT, AP and grad-school 
exams.  Adult programs will include computer skills, GED preparation, job search and 
workplace skills, and US citizenship tutorials.  
Mimi Pichey(c), President of the Dowdell Library Foundation, noted, “The Amboy 
Foundation’s generous gift will provide lifelong learning opportunities to the South 
Amboy community.  We are very grateful to Amboy Bank and its foundation for their 
support.” Pictured (r) is Library Director, Elaine Gaber. (Photo/Info Submitted)

Pictured is the cast of Mecca Entertainment’s recent performance of Disney’s Camp 
Rock.  The cast did a great job and gave Producer Wilfredo Hernandez a heart - felt 
farwell for his final performance on the South Amboy stage.  Best wishes to Wilfredo 
and his family.  (Photo by Brian Stratton)
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American Legion Luke A. Lovely Post 62 of South Amboy recently held its annual Flag 
Retirement Service at the South Amboy Boat Ramp.  (Photo courtesy of Phyllis Letteriello)

Yearbook-Sayreville 1961   By Tom Burkard

Elvis Presley’s “It’s Now Or Never” 
topped the music charts as Sayreville High’s 
Class of ’61 returned for its final school 
year in September 1960.  John F. Kennedy 
defeated Richard Nixon for the presidency 
in November ’60, and it was the beginning 
of the “Camelot” era at the White House.  
The Senior Class Trip had to be exciting 
because they went to the Washington, DC 
that same November.

Margaret Walsh was school principal, 
and some noteworthy faculty members in-
cluded:  John Dresser, Shirley Honeywell, 
Edwin Murasko, Vera Stricker, Joseph 
Ziemba, Francis Malanowski.  James Bo-
gaczyk was Senior Class President.  VP was 
Edward Stachowski, Treas.-Patricia Morgan, 
Sec.-Sandy Shuler.

Some of the sensational class of ’61 
included: Donald Applegate, Rose Marie 
Burdak, Frank Castellano, Tom Ernst, Tom 
English, Charles Feeley, Francis Eskra, 
Barry Grover, Judy Holden, John Kelly, 
John Kabara, Bill Lonseth, Mary Ann Mi-
ara, Ronald Pugh, Edwina Skurka, Dorothy 
Springer, Jean Stanish, Ed Strugala, Kathryn 
Stochel, Martha Sutliffe, Marie Suchciki, 
Lorraine Swiderski, Art Urbanik, Harriet 
Weber, Rita Zebro.

Interesting nicknames of the day were: 
Deets, Big Bad Baran, Yutch, Peaches, 
Bongo Bob, Tootsie, Squeaks, Moose, Gug-
sie, Rusty, Torry, Big O, Sly, Chico, Wong…
Rita Zyskowski and Louise Wisniewski were 
co-editors of the yearbook…The senior play 
was “Lilacs In The Rain”… J. David Pollard 
was Student Council President and Janet 
Leppig, Vice President…Jeanne Zamorski  
editor-in-chief of the school newspaper…

The Berlin Wall went up, and Presi-
dent Kennedy started the Peace Corps… 
“The Carpetbaggers” was the #1 book of 
the year…

Edna Brylinski was captain of the 
cheerleaders…The Sayreville High baseball 
team has a fine 13-5 season under Coach 
John Wortley.  The two biggest reasons 
for the team’s success were pitcher Lenny 
Popowski and shortstop Bob Carew.  Both 
players were outstanding in all phases of the 
game, and were All-State selections.  Bill 
Mandy was another superb senior athlete 
in the Class of ’61.

Ricky Nelson’s “Travelin’ Man” was 
one of the top hits in the nation around 
graduation time.  At Sayreville HS, it was 
time for the Class of 1961 to begin travelin’ 
into the exciting world and life that was 
ahead of them.

Oh Vexed And 
Arduous Life

By Al Gomolka Jr.
Times Poet Laureate c.2001

Ah, to live the singular life
As if in a Kinkade town
Or within a Rockwell scene
Modern life has kept us captive
To its hurried, irksome routine
To ramble down a cobblestone path
Instead of a city sidewalk beat
Dipped feet in a cool summer’s stream
In place of our air conditioned heat
Burdening to build one’s place
In stress filled, overworked days
Where is the family time and talk
Amidst TV and Internet plays
Ah, to enjoy that simple life
As days along Twain’s Mississippi
And as Edgar Guest once said
Just to watch a fireplace glow
Or, to read a book, slow, in bed
It’s me who chose how to play life’s game
We’re much too preoccupied now
To try and make money and spend the 
same
To a more difficult life we bow.

A Cool Summer @ Dowdell Library
 Summertime and the living is easy 

@ the Dowdell Library of South Amboy.  
Free programs and media such as dvds of 
cable television shows and academy award 
winning films, E-games, or a Kindle and 
Playaway E-readers may be borrowed.  Cur-
rent magazines such as the “Food Network,” 
“Consumer’s Report,” “Money,” “ESPN,” 
“Food and Wine’ and “Mad” may also be 
borrowed.

Contests include: a postcard art contest 
for kids as well as a digital photography 
contest for teens. 

Additionally, there is the special adult 
program with weekly prizes and a $50 
Amazon gift card   that the Friends of the 

Library donated.  The children’s program 
also has free Somerset Patriot’s baseball 
ticket vouchers and a TD Bank $10 cash 
gift.  The winner of the John Vona print was 
Nereida Olivencia; the winner of free movie 
tickets is Mauricio Fernandez.

OMG! Parents, come in to check out the 
library’s new TEXT-TEEN program.  Sign 
up your teen for the new texting program to 
stay on top of the latest events. 

The adult and teen summer program 
includes Thursday night (6:15 pm) activi-
ties such as: “World Traveler Jeopardy” on 
August 11, an “African Mask Craft” on 
August 18, and a “Dowdell Visual Improv 
Contest” on August 25.

Citizenship Basics 
Are you trying to become a United States 

citizen or need help preparing for the new 
citizenship test?  Learn how to achieve that 
goal at a free workshop at the Sayreville 
Public Library. Debby Alter, Director of 
Immigrant and Refugee Services at Jewish 
Family and Vocational Services of Middlesex 
County, will discuss: Citizenship eligibility 
and requirements; Where, when, and how 
much it costs to file your application; Review 
of the citizenship application; How to prepare 
for the new citizenship test; What to expect 
at the interview; What to do if your applica-
tion is lost or delayed; How to advocate for 
yourself at the Newark Service Center; How 
to file petitions for family members abroad;  
Helping your parents naturalize; Answers to 
your immigration questions; Representation 
at INS interviews. Sayreville Public Library, 
Thursday, August 18, 10:30-11:30AM. 
Applications and test preparation will be 
available at the workshop. Attendees may 
bring a completed application for review. If 
you have any questions about this program 
or would like to register, contact Alaina 
by phone at 732-727-0212 ex. 25 or email 
alainad@lmxac.org.
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New Policemen

Former South Amboy resident, James “Jay” Riehl (r) is pictured at his graduation from the 
Vermont Military Academy on May 29 with his father, Jim Riehl, a retired East Brunswick 
police officer.  “Jay” is currently a police officer in Fair Haven, Vermont.  Best of luck, 
“Jay!”  (Photo/article submitted)

Thomas J. Pizzillo was hired by Monroe 
Township as its newest patrolman on 
July 1.  Pizzillo is a 2003 graduate of 
Cardinal McCarrick High School.  After 
high school, he attended Middlesex 
County College for a short time, and 
then enlisted into the  U.S Marine Corps.  
While in the Marines, Thomas achieved 
the rank of Sergeant and served with the 
2nd Reconnaissance Battalion, 2nd Marine 
Division.  He served two combat tours 
while in the Marines.  His first tour was 

in Fallujah, Iraq in 2006, and the second 
was at Heldmand Province, Afghanistan 
in 2008.
Following his honorable discharge from 
the Marine Corps, Tom attended Cape 
May County Police Academy under the 
Alternate Route Program, from September 
2010 until graduation in January 2011.  The 
22-week program was non-stop physical 
training, military drill, first aid class and 
other police related topics.  Pizzillo 
was elected by his classmates as class 
president.  At the graduation ceremony on 
Jan. 26, he gave the class speech before a 
packed house of relatives, friends, police 
chiefs and visiting dignitaries.
Tom is no stranger to law enforcement, 
as his father, Jerry Pizzillo retired as Chief 
of Police from South Amboy Police Dept. 
in 2003.  His uncle Thomas Kemble is a 
retired lieutenant from East Brunswick 
Police Dept., and his grandfather, James 
Kemble was a lieutenant with the New 
York/New Jersey Port Authority Police.  
His cousins Thomas Kemble, Jr., and 
Daniel Kemble are also law enforcement 
officers.
We wish Thomas the best of luck as he 
enters this brave and noble profession, 
and we ask St. Michael the Archangel, 
the patron saint of law enforcement, to 
look upon him, to protect him and all of 
the men and women in law enforcement. 

The South Amboy Recreation Dept. counselors and community service staff for 2011 
are (l-r) Allyson Keegan (community service), Seth Kleiman (community service), Andrea 
Herdman, Colin DeLucca, Brittany Biesiada, Kaleigh DeLucca, Victoria Russell, John 
Bauer (community service), Nick Biesiada (community service), Katey Charmello, Joe 
Charmello, John Zammit, Charles Pannell (community service).  (Photo by Tom Burkard)

PRAYER TO THE BLESSED VIRGIN
(Never known to fail)  Oh, most beautiful flower 

of Mt. Carmel, Fruitful vine, splendor of Heaven, 
blessed Mother of the Son of God, Immaculate 
Virgin, assist me in my necessity.  Oh Star of the Sea, 
help me and show me, herein  you are my mother.  
Oh, Holy Mary, Mother of God, Queen of Heaven 
and Earth!  I humbly beseech you from the bottom 
of my heart to succor me in this necessity.  There 
are none that can withstand your power.  Oh, show 
me herein you are my mother.  Oh Mary, conceived 
without sin, pray for us who have recourse to thee (3 
times).  Holy Mary, I place this cause in your hands 
(3 times).  Say this prayer for 3 consecutive days.  
You must publish  it and it will be granted to you.  
Thank you.  -BTS

The Miraculous Prayer
Dear Heart of Jesus, in the past I have asked for many 

favors.  This time I ask you this my special one (mention 
favor).  Take it, Dear Jesus, and place it within your own 
broken heart, where your Father sees it.  Then, in His merci-
ful eyes, it will become your favor, not mine.  Amen.  (Say 
this prayer for 3 days, promise publication and your favor 
will be granted.  Never known to fail.)  -EP

Spring Water!
By Tom Burkard 

Believe it or not, long before Poland 
Springs and all the other big natural spring 
water companies arrived, Sayreville and 
South Amboy had their own spring water, 
and it was FREE!  As a kid, I remember 
going to all three spring water spots, two in 
Sayreville and one in South Amboy.  The 
most popular was the one in Sayreville lo-
cated on the Crossman Company property.  
Years ago the area was referred to as Burt’s 
Creek, ( But most oldtimers back then called 
it Birch Creek).   I’ll never forget waiting on 
a long line of people, who were all there to 
get their empty jugs, bottles and thermoses 
filled with that ice cold, delicious, natural 
spring water, which came out of a pipe in the 
ground that was connected and ran through a 
small gray shed (resembled an old outhouse).  
While waiting with adults, youngsters kept 
busy by looking for huckleberries and frogs 
in a little stream that ran from the pipe.  Joe 
“Jesko” Jaskowiak, a California resident, 
formerly of South Amboy recalled, “I used 
to go with my mom to get 5 jugs of spring 
water, and local people were on line, and 
mad, saying that New York residents were 
filling 5 gallon jugs and taking them back 
to New York and selling them.”

Another spring water pipe in Sayreville 
was out past the S-curve on Bordentown Ave. 
on the left side, right next to the railroad tracks 
crossing that leads to Runyon Water Works.  
That was also popular to spring water lovers.

South Amboy’s spring water pipe was 
found on lower Main St. right next to the 
wall of the railroad bridge, pretty close to 
the tracks, and it’s amazing no one was ever 
killed down there.

Does anyone know of any other spring 
water locations in South Amboy or Sayre-
ville, or have any great memories to share 
with our other readers?  Please let us know.   

The City would like to introduce the counselors who work the Summer Arts and Crafts 
Program.
Karen Charmello Koestler, Assistant Recreation Supervisor, started with the program 
in 1985 as a counselor, moving to her current position in 1988.
Brittany Biesiada, CLAIRE & CHARLES REILLY PARK, SO. PINE AVENUE, is a 2007 
graduate of Cardinal McCarrick HS and a 2011 graduate of Seton Hall University majoring 
in English and will begin her first year of grad school in the fall.
Victoria Russell, AUGUST CHARMELLO PARK, CONLOGUE AVENUE, is a 2008 graduate 
of South Amboy HS and is a senior at Kean University majoring in Math Ed. This is 
Victoria’s fourth year with the program.
Kaleigh DeLucca, DAVID STREET PARK, is a 2008 graduate of South Amboy HS and 
is attending Kean University majoring in Phys Ed/Health. This is Kaleigh’s fourth year 
with the program.
Katey Charmello, HUGHES/BROWN PARK, BARKALOW STREET, is a 2008 graduate 
of South Amboy HS and is a senior attending Stockton College majoring in Visual Arts. 
This is Katey’s fourth year with the program.
Andrea Herdman, DAVID STREET PARK, is a 2009 graduate of South Amboy HS and is 
a junior at Rowan University majoring in Broadcast Journalism.  This is Andrea’s third 
year with the program.
Colin DeLucca, AUGUST CHARMELLO PARK, CONLOGUE AVENUE, is a 2010 graduate 
of South Amboy HS and is attending Kean University majoring in Communications.  This 
is Colin’s second year with the program.
Joe Charmello, CLAIRE & CHARLES REILLY PARK, SO. PINE AVENUE, is a 2010 graduate 
of South Amboy HS and is attending Coastal Carolina University majoring in Exercise 
& sports Science.  This is Joe’s second year with the program.
John Zammitt,  HUGHES/BROWN PARK, BARKALOW STREET, is a 2008 graduate of 
South Amboy HS and is a senior at Monmouth University majoring in History/Political 
Science:Education & Sociology.  This is John’s first year with the program.

Photo/Article Submitted
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Former South Amboy Fire Chiefs from Protection Fire Co. turned out at the AOH to 
congratulate new Chief Jamie Norek, also a member of Protection.  Pictured (l-r) Ken 
Walczak, Hank Megill, Tim Walczak, Jamie Norek, Larry Parsons, John Szatkowski, 
Mike Toris.  (Photo by Tom Burkard)

The City of South Amboy held its Annual Town-Wide Yard Sale in June.  People were 
finding all sorts of great bargains throughout the day, especially at this popular sale on 
North Pine Avenue.  (Photo by Tom Burkard)

Former South Amboy-Sayreville Times writer, and long time DuPont employee, Len 
Ambroziak recently celebrated his 60th birthday, with a great party at the Polanka Veterans 
Park on William St. in South River.  Pictured at the festive occasion are Len’s friends 
who attended Sacred Heart Grammar School with him.  Top row (l-r) Frank Starosciak, 
Joe Tanski, Al Gomolka Jr., Gene Cross.  Bottom (l-r) Barbara Liyana, Len Ambroziak.  
(Photo by Tom Burkard)

Families Are Stronger Together
Katie McAdoo, Branch Executive Director, South Amboy Branch YMCA

Summer is a natural time for people to 
look for ways to relax and recharge their 
energy.  It is also a wonderful opportunity 
for families to plan activities which they 
can spend true quality time together.  When 
families do things like preparing picnics, 
planning day trips or simply having an im-
promptu game of catch on the front lawn, they 
learn from each other and their relationships 
become stronger.

When families focus on building and 
keeping a strong bond, it’s like making a 
deposit in the bank.  Children who feel they 
are an important part of the family unit are 
more secure and likely to succeed.  Children 
live better lives when their families are 
strong, and families are strong when they 
live in communities that connect them to 
economic opportunities, social networks 
and services.  Every day, the South Amboy 
Branch YMCA works with the towns and 
schools of Sayreville and South Amboy to 

create lasting personal change in the lives 
of families and entire communities. 

The South Amboy Branch YMCA of-
fers a variety programs for families to learn, 
grow and spend time together, including 
open swims, family nights during the fall and 
winter months, and a swim team which will 
launch later this summer.  Our community 
is fortunate to have wonderful recreational 
facilities that are free of charge and very 
accessible.  What better way to spend a lazy 
summer evening than taking a family stroll 
along the Raritan Bay at the Waterfront Park 
or around the pond at Kennedy Park? How 
about a “Tech Free Tuesday?”  Commit, as a 
family, to turn off all cell phones, lap tops and 
computers and play a board game together, 
completely uninterrupted.  Other simple 
tips for family time are available through 
the YMCA’s Healthy Family Home, www.
healthyfamilyhome.org.  In the words of 
Michael J. Fox, “Family is not an important 
thing, it’s the only thing.”
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Tom Wronski, St. Mary’s HS Class of ’68, is at the center of this photo with veterinary 
residents and senior vet students, who helped him teach a Dog Anatomy class to 
freshmen vet students.  Tom is a Professor of Veterinary Anatomy at the University 
of Florida.  He treated his teaching staff to dinner at a country restaurant outside of 
Gainesville, Florida at the end of the class.  This restaurant specializes in local favorite 
dishes such as frog legs and gator tail.  A skin from a huge alligator can be seen on 
the wall in the background.    Wronski  is a former resident of South Amboy.  (Photo/
info courtesy of Tom Wronski)

Class Of ’76 Reunion Planned

BIC Fundraiser
The Annual Sayreville Brain Injured 

Children (BIC) Golf Outing will take place 
on Aug. 8 at Glenwood Country Club. , Rt. 
9 and Fairway Lane, Old Bridge.  Golfers 
and sponsors seeking more information can 
call 732-254-8530.

RETRO AVOCADO GREEN AND 
HARVEST GOLD

By Elaine Holton Scott

Sayreville War Memorial H.S. Class of 
1976 is planning its 35-year Reunion.  The 
event will be held on Sept. 24th from 7 p.m. 
to midnight at the Edison Hotel (Formerly 
The Holiday Inn), 3050 Woodbridge Ave., 
Edison, phone 732-661-1000.  Rooms can 
be reserved at a discount price.  Just say, 
“You are attending the Sayreville Class of 
’76 Reunion.”

The Reunion Committee has also 
invited the Class of ’77 to attend, and any 
other class that wishes to come is more 
than welcome.  The more the merrier.  Cost 
is $50 per person and includes: complete 
buffet dinner, coffee, tea, soda and dessert, 
Alumni Directory Cash Bar, entertainment 

and music by D.J. “Phat Daddy,” games, 
videos and much more.  Renew friendships 
and share memories from the good old days.  
For more info and registration, send e-mail to: 
swmhs76ersreunion@hotmail.com.   There 
has already been a very large response, but 
there is room for plenty more.

In the past, when it came to kitchen 
stoves and ice boxes, and later to refrig-
erators, the pristine, hygienic look of white 
had been the preferred choice.   Beginning 
in the ‘50s and extending through the mid-
‘60s, kitchen appliances were optimistically 
marketed in a variety of colors:  Petal Pink, 
Woodtone Brown, Stratford Yellow, Sher-
wood Green, Canary Yellow, Turquoise, 
Cadet Blue, Poppy Red, Charcoal Gray, and 
Coppertone.  It hadn’t mattered.  Women 
continued to prefer white, and like the Edsel, 
the colored appliances were all flops.  

The preference for all white appliances 
was to change drastically when revolutionary 
breakthroughs were made in the ‘60s.  The 
advent of color TV and “Kodakchrome” 
color film made “color anything” in style.  
During this time, housing developments 
were beginning to sprout up faster than 
weeds, and the builders needed to make their 
homes more attractive than other builders’ 
homes to prospective buyers.  The timing 
then couldn’t have been more perfect for the 
introduction of two new appliance colors, 
Avocado Green in 1966, and Harvest Gold 
in 1967. Sales went through the roof.  For 
the next decade, American women knew 
what they wanted, and what they wanted 
were appliances in either Avocado Green 
Harvest Gold, or another new color called, 
Burnt Orange.  I know.  I was one of them.

Almost forty years ago, when I was in 
my early 20s, I became the proud owner 
of a side-by-side refrigerator freezer in the 
hot ticket color of Avocado Green.  Being a 
floor model at Sears with a small dent in the 
side, the price had been reduced to the still 
staggering sum of $400.  In those pre-credit 
card years, I paid for that refrigerator in cash 
which I had carried inside an envelope in 
my pocketbook.  A few years later, I got a 
new kitchen stove, one in Avocado Green, 
of course, to match the refrigerator.  Not 
long afterwards, I got my first dishwasher, 
also in Avocado Green.  Along the way, I ac-

cumulated an electric coffee pot, an electric 
frying pan, a crock pot, an entire set of pots 
and pans, and a tea kettle, all in Avocado 
Green.  By then, I was wondering if I had 
ever really liked that depressing color at 
all.  Besides, kitchen appliances with black 
fronts were the new rage, making appliances 
in any kind of color seem like fossils from 
another age.

For about a decade now, the costlier 
stainless steel kitchen appliances have been 
the most desired of all household items.  
Originally used mainly in Diners, stainless 
steel appliances became competitive in 
the housing market when a smudge-proof 
coating was added to prevent fingerprints.  
“Toned down” with the coating, the stain-
less steel had less of an industrial look and 
sales exploded.  At first, almost exclusively 
for the wealthy due to their high cost, their 
now more affordable price tags have made 
them a hot item for almost everyone.  

Yet, as it always does, styles are bound 
to change.  What’s new and exciting will 
eventually become old and dated.  Like a 
wheel turning round and round, what had 
been considered old and dated often becomes 
new and exciting once again.   Who knows…
the now retro colors of Avocado Green and 
Harvest Gold may become the hot ticket 
items of the future.  I hope not.

PRAYER TO ST. JUDE
(To be said when problems arise or when one 

seems to be deprived of all visible help, on far cases 
almost despaired of). Most holy Apostle St. Jude, 
faithful servant and friend of Jesus, the church honors 
and invokes you universally as the patron of hopeless 
cases, of things almost despaired of, pray for me, I 
am so helpless and alone. Make use I implore you of 
that particular privilege given to you, to bring visible 
and speedy help where help is almost despaired of. 
Come to my assistance in this great need that I may 
receive the consolation and help of heaven in all my 
necessities, tribulations, and sufferings., and that I 
may praise God with you and all the elect forever.  I 
promise O Blessed St. Jude, to be ever mindful of this 
great favor, to always honor you as my special and 
powerful patron, and to gratefully encourage devotion 
to you. Amen.  Thank You St. Jude. -E.P..
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The Golden Rule Christian Center held its Annual Spring Tea recently.  Enjoying their 
big day are (l-r) Art Vitale, Donna Losco and Joan Travisano.  (Photo/info courtesy of 
Kitty Bowers)

South Amboy environmentalist/former mayoral candidate, Vince Mackiel proudly holds 
a nice catch of blue fish that he caught with friends off the South Amboy Beach in May.  
(Photo/info submitted)

It’s another full house at Dowdell Library in South Amboy, as children and adults enjoy 
the presentation of “Eyes of the Wild Traveling Zoo.”  (Photo/info Elaine Gaber)

Ruth (Disbrow)Wagner and Celia Tate celebrated 55 years of being pen pals with a 
cruise to Bermuda given by Ruth’s daughter and son-in law. The first time cruisers were 
apprehensive in the beginning but had a great time. The pair began writing as a high 
school assignment in November 1956,Ruth attended Hoffman High.  Celia resides in 
England where she is married and has twin sons. Ruth is widowed, has four children, 13 
grandchildren and one great-grandchild. Celia made her first visit to the United States 
in 1984  followed by Ruth going to England in 1987 . They have each made several 
trips back and forth since then. Ruth will be planning her trip to England in 2012. Both 
women are recently retired; Ruth was previously employeed at Drug Fair/Walgreens 
Pharmacy and is a volunteer on Sayreville’s Green Team. Celia does volunteer work for 
the homebound circulating books and providing transportation to medical appointments 
(Photo/Info Submitted).
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On June 2, the parking lot of Trinity United Methodist Church, 815 Bordentown Ave., 
filled up with classic and classy cars to the church’s first Cruise Night.  All car entrants 
were asked to bring food for the Sayreville and South Amboy food pantries.  DJ’s J &R 
Music provided the entertainment all night, and the church provided hot dogs, chips and 
drinks.  Monaghan House, D & A Auto Parts, and No Limit Performance provided gifts 
to be donated to the winners of 3 challenges.  The weather may have kept a number of 
cars away from the event, but those that went had a wonderful time and shared in a nice 
family and community night out.  Look for one potentially in the fall!  If you want to take 
a look at the night check out website: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v+7DlkWTEqzVE.  
(Photo/article submitted)

Our Lady of Victories Church in Sayreville held its annual outdoor Corpus Christi 
Procession on Sunday, June 26.  This great solemn feast in the Catholic Church has 
been celebrated publicly for over 600 years and confirms the belief in Jesus’ Real and 
True Presence in the Blessed Sacrament in every Tabernacle and every Catholic Church 
throughout the world.  (Photo/info courtesy of Mary Majkowski)

Yard Sale
Fundraiser

The Cardinal McCarrick/St. Mary’s 
H.S. Yard Sale Committee is accepting 
donations of anything that is gently used 
for its annual fundraiser on the weekend of 
Oct. 8 & 9.  Electronics must work, holiday 
items, furniture, exercise equipment, clothes, 
children’s toys, stuffed animals, and kitchen 
items including small appliances, are some 
ideas that are acceptable.

Please support your alma mater and 
bring donated items to the school’s main 
office between 8 a.m. and 12 noon.  Pro-
ceeds from this sale will benefit our National 
Catholic Forensic League students who 
travel to various locations in the tri-state area 
to compete in speech and debate activities 
against other public, private, and parochial 
high schools from the U.S. and Canada.

Commodore John Stevens:  As Close
To Royalty As South Amboy Would Ever 
See

By Fran Fitzmorris

South Amboy started out as a township 
around 1800.  The Stevensdale section, which 
stretched from Fourth St. to the Hole-In-The-
Wall, then down to the shoreline along lower 
Main St., has always been considered the 
most historical of all the different parts of 
South Amboy.  In the mid 1940’s, the name 
was changed to Victory Plaza to honor the 
soldiers who fought in World War II.  The 
first well known resident was Lord Sterling, 
a distant relation of John Stevens.  He built a 
mansion that is still remembered as “Mount 
Sterling.”  His family lived there through the 
Revolution into the early 1800’s.  No one 
lived there until early to mid 1800’s, when 
John P. Stevens built his estate.

As many people know, Stevens’ wealth 
came from the shipping industry, textiles, 
buying land, etc.  His brothers made their 
name in the rapidly growing railroad in-
dustry.  They brought the Camden-Amboy 
Railroad to South Amboy and this even 
connected to his estate grounds.  As Elaine 
Holton Scott, one of the major contributors 
to The SA Times, and the first to write about 
Stevensdale said, “A story which belongs to 
everyone who was ever born in this town.”  
The description is stunning!

In preparing to build this “house,” 
he spent much time in Europe, especially 
France, looking for ideas for the mansion 
and grounds.  It would be unlike anything 
South Amboy past or present would ever 
see or read about. “Many French artisans 
and artists were put to use in the building of 
the house and grounds. The mansion had 2 
floors with a winding staircase.  On the walls 
and ceiling leading to the second floor were 
flags of every known country of the world.  
The grounds were sprinkled with different 
statues from Greek mythology.  There was a 
cement bottomed lake, in which there were 

Goldfish, brought in from all over the world.  
In the middle of the lake were 2 islands.  
These islands were connected by bridges 
which visitors strolled amongst.  Of course, 
many trees adorned the islands.  On one of 
the islands was a glass house from which 
a fountain came out of the lake, throwing 
about streams of water.

The grounds had a huge water tower 
that pretty much self sustained the grounds.  
In the middle of the Spanish Oak trees was 
located the caretakers cottage.  Closer to 
the house stood a greenhouse which prob-
ably furnished the flowers and plants that 
beautified the grounds.  Near the mansion 
stood a seperate summer house.  It included 
a bandstand with a dance floor, for the many 
guests from all over the world.  The dance 
floor was setback into a grove of Orange 
trees.  People arrived here mostly by train.  
After the Amboy-Camden Railroad was 
completed, tracks were added that allowed 
smaller engines to bring freight and visitors 
daily.  Last, but not least, Mr. Stevens and 
family had a private dock located closer to 
the shore.  This is where his world famous 
yacht, the “Maria” could be seen anchored.”

All of the above probably covered no 
more than a mile from the mansion to the 
shore.  He most likely had an unobstructed 
view of the grounds and boat dock.  It’s 
been reported that he had up to 25 servants.  
After many years, he moved his family to 
Hoboken to live, and also started Stevens 
Tech.  For awhile, the Stevensdale  grounds 
in South Amboy were used as a school.  In 
1919, a fire destroyed most of any remaining 
buildings.  It’s said that a small part of the 
house was moved to one of the local streets, 
but everything is sketchy.  South Amboyans 
never saw the likes of this.  “Long gone, but 
not forgotten.”

Diocese of 
Metuchen 30th 
Anniversary 
Pilgrimage

Bishop Bootkoski extends a cordial 
invitation to the people of or Diocese to 
join him on the Diocesan Pilgrimage to the 
Basilica of the National Shrine of the Im-
maculate Conception, Washington, D.C. on 
Saturday, November 19, 2011. 

Our Lady of Victories Parish in Sayre-
ville will sponsor a bus leaving the lower 
parking lot of the parish at 6:30AM. The 
cost of the trip is $50.00 which includes 
bus transportation, gratuities, snacks on 
the bus, and a box lunch. For information 
or reservations, please contact our Parish 
Coordinator, Geri Kabara at 732-257-4351. 
Please consider representing your parish on 
this special grace-filled day.

65th Anniversary Of The 1946
Welcome Home Celebration

By Jerry Connors

On Aug. 1-3, 1946, South Amboy held 
a 3-day celebration with its main focus on 
welcoming home returned veterans from 
World War II.  Among other things, there 
was a baby parade, old timers’ baseball 
game and block dances.  On the final day, a 
parade featured local veterans.  About 500 
marched and most of them wore the uniform 
of their former branch of service.  Services 
were held at all the South Amboy churches 
and synagogue.  Over 30 local servicemen 
did not get the opportunity to return and 
become veterans.  Most of them perished in 
combat action.

As part of the celebration, a Destroyer 
(DD850) was moored in the Raritan Bay.  
Citizens were welcome to visit the Destroyer 
and were shuttled to the vessel from the 
Jersey Central P & L dock and perhaps one 
other site.  The Destroyer just happened to be 
named Joseph P. Kennedy Jr. after the oldest 
son of the renowned Kennedy family.  Joseph 
P. Kennedy Sr. was very wealthy and politi-
cally connected.  He served as Ambassador 
to the UK prior to the United States entry 
into World War II.

Joseph Jr. was a Naval Aviator, who was 
killed while flying a very dangerous mission 
which failed off the coast of England in 1944.  
He was posthumously awarded the Navy 
Cross and Air Medal for his heroism.  His 
remains were never recovered.  It has been 
said that Joseph Sr. was grooming Joseph Jr. 
to eventually become President of the U.S.A.  
With his unfortunate death, the goal shifted 
to the next son in line, John Fitzgerald Ken-
nedy (JFK).

Strangely enough, Bobby Kennedy 
(RFK) a younger brother of JFK was an origi-
nal crew member of the Joseph P. Kennedy 
Jr. (DD850).  The ship was commissioned 
in Dec. 1945, and was relatively new to the 
fleet.  Unfortunately, RFK was discharged 2 
months prior to the Destroyer’s visit to South 
Amboy.  If RFK was still on active duty, I 

could imagine him standing at the head of 
the gangway welcoming visitors aboard, 
introducing himself as Seaman Robert Ken-
nedy, and reminding everyone to remember 
the name Kennedy, because they would be 
hearing a lot about the Kennedy’s in the 
future.  At the same time in 1946, JFK was 
already campaigning in Massachusetts for 
a seat in the U.S. House of Representatives.  
He was elected in November that year, and 
thus began the Kennedy political dynasty in 
1947.  It is interesting to note that JFK was 
President at the time of the Cuban Missile 
Crisis.  The USS Kennedy was in the Atlantic 
Fleet.  It has been said that the decision mak-
ers thought it would be appropriate for the 
Kennedy to play a key role in the blockading 
of cargo destined for Cuba.  The Kennedy 
got its chance on Oct. 26, 1962, when it was 
ordered to board a cargo ship chartered by 
the USSR.  The boarding and subsequent 
search was apparently uneventful.

The USS Kennedy remained in service 
until 1973.  It was not scrapped or sold.  It 
is now berthed as a ship museum in Fall 
River, Massachusetts along with the battle-
ship USS Massachusetts and other naval 
vessels.  I know I digressed from the main 
purpose of the 3-day celebration to discuss 
Kennedy matters.

In summary however, South Amboy, 
was honoring its men and women who sac-
rificed so much and served our country so 
well during this difficult time.  Many years 
were given up by those men and women in 
the prime of their lives.  They were very 
deserving of our appreciation and gratitude.  
They were the backbone of the “Greatest 
Generation.”

Ladies Outing to 
Lancaster

The OLV Senior Group is planning a 
Ladies Outing to Lancaster on Saturday, Oc-
tober 15, 2011. The cost of the trip is $60.00. 
This includes motor coach transportation, 
a delicious lunch at Shady Maple, snacks 
on the bus, tips and gratuities. The bus will 
leave the OLV lower parking lot at 9AM. 
The first stop will be lunch at Shady Maple. 
Next, the group will have the opportunity 
to tour the stores in Kitchen Kettle Village. 
Next, the group will have time to shop at the 
Rockvale Outlets. Dinner will be on your 
own. The bus will return at approximately 
9PM. For further information or to reserve 
a seat for this trip, please contact Geri at 
(732) 257-4351.

The Art of the 
Interview

Join Dr. Colleen Georges as she dis-
cusses critical interview tips as well as 
answers to some of those tricky interview 
questions to ensure that you impress your po-
tential employers. Sayreville Public Library, 
Wednesday, August 10, 12noon-1:30PM. For 
more information about these events, see a 
librarian, email Alaina at alainad@lmxac.
org, or call her at 732- 727-0212 ext.25.

PRAYER TO THE BLESSED VIRGIN
(Never known to fail)  Oh, most beautiful flower 

of Mt. Carmel, Fruitful vine, splendor of Heaven, 
blessed Mother of the Son of God, Immaculate 
Virgin, assist me in my necessity.  Oh Star of the Sea, 
help me and show me, herein  you are my mother.  
Oh, Holy Mary, Mother of God, Queen of Heaven 
and Earth!  I humbly beseech you from the bottom 
of my heart to succor me in this necessity.  There 
are none that can withstand your power.  Oh, show 
me herein you are my mother.  Oh Mary, conceived 
without sin, pray for us who have recourse to thee (3 
times).  Holy Mary, I place this cause in your hands 
(3 times).  Say this prayer for 3 consecutive days.  
You must publish  it and it will be granted to you.  
Thank you.  -AO.

The Miraculous Prayer
Dear Heart of Jesus, in the past I have asked for many 

favors.  This time I ask you this my special one (mention 
favor).  Take it, Dear Jesus, and place it within your own 
broken heart, where your Father sees it.  Then, in His merci-
ful eyes, it will become your favor, not mine.  Amen.  (Say 
this prayer for 3 days, promise publication and your favor 
will be granted.  Never known to fail.)  -DR
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Former South Amboy resident and 1983 
Hoffman High School graduate Lori Hann 
Rogich is pictured with two of her children 
after being sworn in to practice law in the 
Nevada state and federal courts.  Lori 
received a degree from Rutgers University, 
graduating Phi Beta Kappa, magna cum 
laude, and with college honors.  She also 
received her law degree from Rutgers Law 
School.  Lori is married to Ambassador Sig 
Rogich and has 3 children, Jessica, Olivia, 
and Siggy.  Sig Rogich was appointed 
U.S. Ambassador to Iceland in 1992 by 
President Bush.  Lori and her family reside 
in Las Vegas, Nevada.  Her proud parents 
are Marian and Bob Kaboski.

Addie Tiritilli (center of bottom row) has retired after 30 years as school secretary at 
St. Mary’s/Cardinal McCarrick High School.  Addie always had a very important role at 
the school, and served under 5 principals.  She is pictured with friends and colleagues 
at a surprise retirement party held in her honor.  We wish Addie the best of luck and 
happiness during her retirement.  She is one of the nicest, kind-hearted and caring 
individuals you could ever meet!  God Bless, Addie!  (Photo courtesy of Cardinal 
McCarrick/St. Mary’s High School).

This is how the South Amboy Waterfront looked prior to the construction of all the new 
homes that now stand near Waterfront Park.  (Photo courtesy of Rich Garsick)

Win At  The 
Dowdell Library!

Kids!  Beat the summertime blues – join 
the Dowdell Library’s Summer Reading 
Club.  Enter to win a Disney scooter!  Choose 
fun activities such as Wii competitions, 
Bingo, crafts, movies and much more! Visit 
the library’s web page at www.dowdell.org 
for the complete calendar.  

Also, starting August 1st, there will be 
a Back-to-School backpack drawing!  

Winners will be picked at the Bach 
to Rock musical performance (all ages) 
on Monday, August 22 at 6:15 pm.  Don’t 
miss it!

Contact the library for more information 
at 732-721-6060 or comments@dowdell.org    
The library is adjacent to the South Amboy  

High School.  

Rory Zach Will Retire
Article Submitted

Rory Zach, lifetime Sayreville resident 
and veteran firefighter is retiring and mov-
ing on.  He will be heading south to join his 
two sons in Virginia Beach, Virginia, where 
both are firefighters.  Rumor has it, he will 
be leaving his snow shovel behind.

Since graduating from Sayreville War 
Memorial High School in 1975, Rory has 
dedicated his life to serving Sayreville and 
Middlesex County in a variety of positions. 
He has been a volunteer firefighter for more 
than 30 years, serving as chief in 1990.  Rory 
was the first fire department Safety Officer 
and was instrumental in the development of 
the Sayreville Fire Dept. Safety Division, 
and played a major role in the development 
of the fire departments “Standard Operating 
Guidelines.”

In 1992, he was one of the first group of 
part time instructors hired at the Middlesex 
County Fire Academy and in 1995 was hired 
as a full time instructor.  In 1997, Rory was 
promoted to Senior Fire Instructor and was 
responsible for overseeing the day to day 
operations of the academy until June of 2003.

Rory served as Deputy Fire Coordinator 
for the Middlesex County Office of Emer-
gency Management for 12 years.  In June of 
2003, he was appointed by the Middlesex 
County Board of Freeholders to serve as the 
county’s OEM County Coordinator. 

He also served one three year term as 
the Municipal Emergency Management 
Coordinator for the Borough of Sayreville.  

Starting in 2006, he served a 3 year 
term on the Sayreville Borough Council, 
and was chairman of the council’s Public 

Safety Committee.
Other than that, he’s been a bit of a 

slacker.
On Sunday, July 10, his fellow firefight-

ers, as well as some of  Sayreville’s finest, 
threw Rory a little soiree in the form of a 
barbecue and buffet.  Family and friends 
gathered at the firehouse to show their re-
spect for Rory and all that he has done for 
Sayreville and Middlesex County.  A good 
time was had by all and no one left hungry. At 
one point during the party, Rory was escorted 
into the lounge where glasses were raised 
to toast him, followed by a heartfelt “him.”

Among the gifts Rory received was an 
“S & F Co. (Sayre and Fisher)” brick which 
I’m sure will find a prominent place in his 
new home.

Rory’s departure leaves a void in the 
volunteer community that will be difficult to 
fill, but all who know him, wish him the best 
as he enjoys his well deserved retirement.

Tickets For The 
Barclay PGA Tour

The Barclays, the first event in the PGA 
TOUR Playoffs for the FedExCup, will 
feature 125 of the top players on TOUR, 
Aug. 23-28 at Plainfield Country Club in 
Edison, N.J and is open to the public through 
a unique ticket sale benefiting local charities 
through August 14.

Through TICKETS Fore CHARITY, 
The Barclays is providing Cardinal McCar-
rick/St. Mary’s High School (CMHS/SMHS) 
with the opportunity to promote tournament 
tickets to benefit their organization. 100 
percent of the net proceeds from the ticket 
sales go to charity: 75 percent to CMHS/
SMHS; and 25 percent to The First Tee of 
Metropolitan New York. The First Tee is 
an initiative of the World Golf Foundation 
aimed at positively impacting the lives of 
young people by providing learning facili-
ties and education programs that promote 
character development and life-enhancing 
values through the game of golf.

“This is an incredible opportunity to 
raise unlimited funds for the participating 
charity and there are absolutely no costs to 
the organization,” said The Barclays Execu-
tive Director Peter Mele. “Fans will get to 
witness the very best the PGA TOUR has 
to offer and generate revenue during a time 
when organizations need our help more 
than ever.”

The weekly grounds ticket is available 
through TICKETS Fore CHARITY for just 
$50, normally priced at $100, for each day 
of the tournament from Tuesday August 
23-Sunday August 28.  Tickets can be pur-
chased on behalf of Cardinal McCarrick/St. 
Mary’s High School by visiting www.buytfc.
com and using code WCDW2G. 
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Grant For Careers 
in Health Care

A new federal grant is funding free 
training at Middlesex County College in the 
allied health professions. Programs include 
Medical Office Specialist, Pharmacy Tech-
nician, Medial Assistant, EKG Technician, 
and Phlebotomist.

Some programs run for as little as four 
weeks; others go for 10 months.

“We have a little bit of everything de-
pending on how much time you have,” said 
Martin Schamberger, the coordinator. “And 
the grant covers all fees and most expenses: 
books, child care if you need it, uniforms and 
supplies, and even public transportation to get 
to the campus. President Obama has recog-
nized that health care is a growing industry 
and crucial to the economic recovery. Plus, 
with an aging population, we’ll need more 
qualified professionals to fill those roles.”

The Pharmacy Technician program be-
gins August 1. Other classes start in the fall. 

The program is aimed at individuals who 
are unemployed or underemployed; students 
must have a high school diploma or GED.

“This is a wonderful opportunity for 
those who are now unemployed or underem-
ployed to start fresh and begin a new career,” 
Mr. Schamberger said.

Each Friday, the classes will focus on 
life-skills to enhance the students’ personal 
and professional development. These topics 
include nutrition, time management, stress 
management and parenting skills, as well as 
preparing for the job search.

The five-year grant was awarded by 
the U.S. Department of Health and Human 
Services’ Administration for Children and 
Families to the Northern New Jersey Health 
Professions Consortium, which consists 
of nine community colleges in the state. 
Middlesex will receive $2.4 million over 
the five years.

Tony Bennett 
Tickets
Still Available

The great Tony Bennett will be per-
forming in concert at Ocean Grove Great 
Auditorium, Ocean Grove, NJ, on Saturday, 
Aug. 13th.  He will be singing all of his 
outstanding hits from his legendary career.   
General Admission tickets are still available 
by calling toll free at 800-590-4064.  It should 
be a terrific show so don’t miss it!

1969 Reunion
St. Mary’s High School Class of 1969 

will be holding a casual Mini-Reunion on 
Saturday, Aug. 27th at Peterpank Diner, Rt. 
9 North, Sayreville, starting at 6 p.m.  For 
more info and details, call 732-727-0398.

Novena To St. Jude
O Holy St. Jude, Apostle and Martyr, great in 

virtue and rich in miracles, near kinsmen of Jesus 
Christ, faithful intercessor of all who invoke your 
special patronage in time of need.  To you I have 
recourse from the depth of my heart and humbly 
beg to whom God has given such great power 
to come to my assistance.  Help me present an 
urgent petition.  In return, I promise to make your 
name known and cause you to be invoked.  Say 3 
Our Fathers, 3 Hail Marys and Glorias.  Publication 
must be promised.  St. Jude pray for us and all who 
invoke your aid.  Amen.  This Novena has never been 
known to fail.  L.A.

Prayer To The Holy Spirit
Holy Spirit, you who solve all problems, light all 

roads so that I can achieve my goal.  You who give 
me a divine gift to forgive and forget all evil against 
me, and that in all instances of my life are with me.  
I want this short prayer to thank you for all things 
you confirm once again that I never want to be 
separated from you, even in spite of all material 
illusions.  I wish to be with you in eternal joy and 
thank you for your mercy towards me and mine.

The person must say this prayer for 3 consecutive 
days.  After 3 days, the favor requested will be 
granted even if it seems difficult.  The prayer must 
be published immediately after the favor is granted 
without mention of the favor, only your initials should 
appear at the bottom.  L.A.

St. Claire Novena
Ask St. Claire for these favors, 1 business.  2  

impossible.  Say 9 Hail Mary’s for 9 days with lighted 
candles.  Pray whether you believe it or not.  Publish 
on the 9th day.  May the Sacred Heart of Jesus be 
praised, adored and glorified today and every day.  
Request will be granted no matter how impossible 
it may seem.  Publication must be promised. B.T.S.
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Tour Of Historic 
Morgan

Verne James, who sponsors the Morgan-
NJ.org. website has announced that on Sat., 
Aug. 27, he is planning on having a mid-day 
walking tour of historic Morgan, followed 
later by a presentation about Morgan, and 
“perhaps dinner, at some to-be-determined 
establishment in or around Morgan.”  James 
hopes to join fellow Morgan enthusiasts “As 
we connect or reconnect and teach each 
other things we never knew about one of 
our favorite places.”

For complete information and details 
of this big day, go to the “Forums” section 
of the Morgan-NJ.org web site.  You can 
either click HERE or on the Morgan-NJ.
org website, click on the word “Forum” in 
the blue bar at the top.  You can also e-mail 
Verne at:  morgannewjersey@gmail.com. 

Time Of Prayer For 
Israel

The Faith Sharing Group of St. Mary’s 
is sponsoring a Time of Prayer for Israel on 
Wednesday, Aug. 24 from 6:30-8 p.m.  Israel 
is surrounded by the violence and turmoil of 
the Mid-East.  Join the Group for a time of 
meditation and readings, calling for God’s 
guidance in these troubled times.  Contact 
Karen for information at 732-546-8361.  

Traveling With Back Pain
Whether for business or pleasure, travel-

ing is hard on your back.  You spend time 
in uncomfortable seats and unfamiliar beds 
and carry heavy suitcases through airports 
and hotel lobbies.  It’s time to give your 
back a vacation by learning how to travel 
with back pain.

Lighten your luggage load.  Resist 
temptation to pack everything in one carry-
on suitcase or garment bag.  If you want to 
avoid checking luggage, pack only what you 
can carry comfortably.  If you carry a gar-
ment bag or suitcase with straps, remember 
to balance the load by alternating shoulders.  
Carrying 2 suitcases of approximately equal 
weight is an even better solution.  Be aware 
of proper body mechanics while carrying 
your luggage.  Imagine an invisible line 
that starts at your ear and continues past 
your shoulder to your hip.  When the line 
is straight, your back is in proper balance.  
Use luggage carts.  Push the cart with both 
arms and keep your elbows tucked in close to 
your body to avoid over-reaching.  The next 
time you buy luggage, look for lightweight 
suitcases with built-in rollers.  Make sure 
the handle allows you to stand up straight 
while pulling or pushing the suitcases.  Rub-
ber wheels are recommended for protection 
against slips and skids.  2. Beat back pain.  
Airline seats are not designed for comfort.  
From first class to economy, all passengers 
have the same complaints.  Fortunately, 
you can make a few simple adjustments 
to protect your back.  For lumbar support, 
place an airline pillow or folded blanket in 
the small of your back.  Be conscious of your 
posture, especially if you want to nap.  Use 
a pillow or folded blanket to support your 
neck.  Gentle stretching exercises can help 
relieve the stress of a long trip.  Try to stand 
in the aisle and walk a little at least once every 
hour.  3. Making your back count.  Learn 
to make choices that will protect your back 
from stress and strain.  Leave a little extra 
time to get to the airport.  Let the redcap 
handle your luggage.  By including these 
choices in your travel plans, you’ll have a 
more relaxing and pain-free trip! 

A PRAYER FOR HEALING
Lord, you invited all who are burdened to come 

to You.  Allow your healing hand to heal me.  Touch 
my soul with Your compassion for others.  Touch 
my heart with Your courage and infinite love for all.  
Touch my mind with Your wisdom, that my mouth 
may always proclaim Your praise.  Teach me to reach 
out to You in my need.  Help me to lead others to 
You by my example.  Most loving Heart of Jesus, 
bring me health in body and spirit so that I may 
serve You with all my strength.  Touch gently this 
life which you have created.  Amen -T.B.
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War, an outstanding band from the 1970’s, racked up 12 Top 40 hits, and they played 
them all to the delight of fans at Great Adventure.  “Cisco Kid,” which made it to #2 is 
their signature song.  Lonnie Jordan, the only original member of the group is pictured 
playing the keyboards and singing lead.  The band’s overall sound was even better 
than the original War.  (Photo/Info by Tom Burkard)

Kellys Rockin’ The 
South

One of the hottest bands in the southern 
states is Rory Kelly’s Triple Threat.  Rory 
is the son of former South Amboy resident 
Mike Kelly Jr. and the grandson of South 
Amboy’s Mike Kelly Sr.  The band plays 
some outstanding music with a variety of 
Rock/Blues/Swamp Rock, and features Rory 
on guitar and lead vocals, and his dad Mike 
Kelly Jr. on drums.  Take a look at Rory 
Kelly’s Triple Threat on Facebook or check 
them out at Google.

Paul Dehnz Band
On Youtube

The Paul Dehnz Band is simply fan-
tastic in a 1996 live performance, which is 
shown on youtube.com.  The talented group 
performed Paul Simon’s hit “Late In The 
Evening,” and also the great instrumental 
“Hawaii Five-O,” in addition to “Turn The 
Beat Around.”  You can see all three tunes  
by typing in: The Paul Dehnz Band.  

45 Years Ago-Bruce 
Played At
Local Drive-In

July 29, 1966-“The Castiles” featuring 
17-year old Bruce Springsteen played at 
Loew’s 35 Drive-In at Hazlet. The news 
release from a local newspaper read as fol-
lows: “The Castiles, a local Rock and Roll 
band, which has a style and beat very different 
from the other rock bands will be featured 
, as Loew’s 35 Drive-In Theatre continues 
its month-long, fun-filled 10th Anniversary 
Celebration with “Dance Night” on July 29, 
from 7-9 p.m.

The band’s uniqueness has made 
them a great favorite with the teenage set.  
They’ve played various dances in the Jersey 
Shore area, including Swim Clubs, and the 
Matawan-Keyport Roller Dome.  The band 
members are students of Freehold Regional 
H.S.  Bruce Springsteen plays lead guitar; 
George Theiss, rhythm guitar, Curt Fluhr, 
bass guitar, Paul Popkins, percussionist, and 
Vince Maniello, drummer.  Following the 
dance 2 color features, “The Russians Are 
Coming,” and McClintock will be shown.”

#1 Country Hits On 
July 30
1993-Chattahoochee-Alan Jackson
1980-Bar Room Buddies-Haggard & 
Eastwood
1975-Touch The Hand-Conway Twitty
1966-Think Of Me-Buck Owens
1957-Bye Bye Love-The Everly Bros.

#1 Pop Hits On July 
30
2002-Hot In Here-Nelly
1995-Waterfalls-TLC
1983-Every Breath You Take-The Police
1970-Close To You-The Carpenters
1967-Light My Fire-The Doors
1959-Lonely Boy-Paul AnkaOne Hit Wonders

30 Year Ago
1981-Giving It Up For Your Love-

Delbert McClinton; Together-Tierra; Don’t 
Stop The Music-Yarbrough & Peoples; 
Somebody’s Knockin’-Terri Gibbs; Just The 
Two Of Us-Grover Washington Jr. with Bill 
Withers; What Are We Doin’ In Love-Dottie 
West with Kenny Rogers; Is It You-Les Rit-
enour; Theme From The Greatest American 
Hero (Believe It Or Not)-Joey Scarbury; It’s 
Now Or Never-John Schneider.

Emerson Jones (l) tries out his new “axe” 
bass guitar, as lead guitarist/vocalist 
Fran Fee (r) approvingly looks on.  Both 
musicians play in the popular local rock 
band, The Rockdaddys, and the photo was 
taken at the annual DuPont Picnic where 
they performed.  (Photo submitted)

“Big Man” Dies
Clarence Clemons, one of rock ‘n’ roll 

music’s all-time greatest saxophone players, 
and Bruce Springsteen’s faithful sidekick in 
The E-Street Band died on June 18 in Florida 
after having a stroke.  The “Big Man,” as 
he was affectionately nicknamed, who was 
6-5, and weighed over 270 pounds, will be 
sadly missed by family, fans and members 
of the music community. Outdoor Dance

45 Years Ago
August 3, 1966-The South Amboy Rec-

reation Commission held an outdoor dance 
on the John Street playground.  Youngsters 
had a blast listening and dancing to the 
rockin’ music of The Citations.

died on June 26.  She was a Troop Leader 
for Girl Scouts of America Troop 231 Parlin.  
Kathleen Ryan, 56, of Parlin died on June 
28.  She was a member/past president of St. 
Stan’s Rosary Society.  Joseph Mauro Sr., 84, 
of South Amboy died on July 3.  He was a 
Sacred Heart Church usher, former coach and 
Athletic Director for Sacred Heart, and Past 
President of the Mom & Dad’s Club.  Albert 
Dalfonzo, 73, formerly of South Amboy died 
on July 8.  He was employed by DuPont for 
39 years before retiring.  Ruth Fleming, 83, 
of Parlin died on July 11.  She was a very 
pleasant lady with kind words for everyone.  
Anna May Maxfield, 83, of South Amboy 
died on July 12.  She worked for over 43 
years as a Registered Nurse, and Nursing  
Superintendent at South Amboy Memorial 
Hospital.  Olga Lapchuk Sciallo, 91, of South 
Amboy died on July 13.  She was another 
fine South Amboy lady who always had a 
happy smile and nice comment for everyone.  
Their memories will live on forever.

Talk Of The Towns
continued from page 2

Music Trivia
Angel, Angels

By Tom Burkard

1.__Calling All Angels a. U2
2.__Angel Baby b. Nat “King” Cole
3.__Angel c. Bobby Vee
4.__Angel In Your Arms d. Juice Newton
5.__Angel Eyes e. Train
6.__Angel Of The Morning f. Rosie & The Originals
7.__Angel Smile g. Shaggy
8.__Devil Or Angel h. The Jefferson Healy Band
9.__Angel Of Harlem i. Hot
10._Johnny Angel j. Shelley Fabares
Answers
1e 2f 3g 4i 5h 6d 7b 8c 9a 10j.
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Fishing Flashes 
By Teo “Weebles” Weber 
Salt Water

Right now, Fluke fishing in the Bay and 
ocean is as good as it’s going to get.  Fish 
going over 12 pounds have been caught and 
some people have even had their limits of 8 
fish. Both private and Party boats are catch-
ing fish.  Striped Bass fishing slowed up but 
there are still a few big ones around up to 
40 pounds.  Fishing off our local beaches is 
mostly small Bluefish and it’s on and off.  Sea 
Bass are the mainstream of bottom fishing 
right now along with Ling.  Party Boat Blue 
fishing was quite good for big fish up to 15 
pounds, but it has slowed up possibly due 
to spawning in midsummer. It will rebound 
sooner or later. A very few Bonito have been 
caught. There are Triggerfish, Blackfish and 
even a few Sheepshead in the rock jetties of 
Barnegat Inlet.  Bluefish, a few Kingfish and 
Fluke are found surf fishing along the coast.  
Fluke are plentiful everywhere, however 
most are shorts.
Fresh Water

The heat has slowed things up every-
where.  Morning and evenings are the best 
times to catch anything, it’s just too hot!  
Carp and Catfish will bite in the hot weather 
and are all over the state.  My wife and I did 
go to the Pequest River the second week in 
June. We both limited out and released a 
few with average size stockers.  Statewide 
trout fishing is slow now due to the heat and 
confined to dawn and dusk.  If you have a 
boat and don’t mind fishing at night, Round 
Valley is a good bet. They are catching some 
trout at that time.

Cornucopia Sunday 
Brunch Cruise

The OLV Senior Group is sponsoring 
a trip on Sunday, August 21, 2011 on the 
Cornucopia Princess. The cost of the trip 
will be $60.00 and includes the cruise, 
brunch, both breakfast and lunch choices, 
music and dancing, taxes and gratuities The 
ship will board passengers at 11:30AM at 
the Perth Amboy Pier, 401 Riverview Dr in 
Perth Amboy. The ship will sail at 12 noon 
and return at 2:30PM.  For information or 
to make reservations for the cruise, please 
contact Geri at (732) 257-4351.
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Local Sports
By Tom Burkard

Sayreville Athletes
Gain Honors

Four Sayreville War Memorial HS 
athletes received huge end of season honors 
from local newspapers.  In boys track & 
field, Emeka Eze was a 1st Team All-Area 
pick in Home News Tribune (HNT) for the 
triple jump; 1st Team All-Middlesex in The 
Star Ledger for the triple jump, and also 2nd 
Team All-State Group 4 choice.

Imani Rosario and Amari Hartsfield 
were honored for their outstanding season 
in girls track & field.  Rosario, a senior, was 
1st Team All-Area in HNT for the 800; 2nd 
Team All-State Group 4 in The Star Ledger 
for the 800.  Hartsfield, a junior was 1st Team 
All-Area in HNT for the 200; 3rd Team All-
State Group 4 in The Star Ledger for the 100.

Matt Musyoka helped the Bombers 
tennis team to an overall 16-2 record, and 
the White Division title with a perfect 15-0 
mark.  For his fine efforts, he was 1st Team 
All-Middlesex in The Star Ledger.  Con-
gratulations to all on a fine season!

Locals In Pro Ball
South Amboy native and Florida Mar-

lins’ Major League Baseball Club manager, 
Jack McKeon has his club hustling and 
playing better baseball than when he suc-
ceeded Edwin Rodriguez on June 20th.  The 
Marlins, as of July 20th were 15-10, with 
the highlight being a 6-game winning streak 
under McKeon, one of the greatest managers 
in baseball history.  

Parlin’s Kevin Mulvey, who pitches for 
the Arizona Diamondbacks Reno Aces team 
in the Triple-A, Pacific Coast League, has 
been shut down for awhile on the Disabled 
List with an elbow injury.  His stats for the 
year as of July 15th are: Innings pitched-69.2; 
strikeouts-42; W-3 L-5, ERA 6.98. 

Sayreville’s Jeff Toth, playing for the 
Newark Bears in the Canadian-American 
League, blasted his first minor league home 
run in the bottom of the 9th inning against 
Rockland.  He is currently batting .222, with 
12 hits in 54 at-bats, 2 doubles, 1 triple, 8 
RBI, and the HR.

South Amboy’s Joe Tarallo, has been 
seeing plenty of action with the Florence 
Freedom in the independent Frontier League 
as a relief pitcher.  In 14 games, he has 
worked 15 innings, struck out 8, and has a 
3.00 ERA with no decisions.

South Amboy, 
Sayreville: A 
Pipeline
To Pro Baseball- 
Part 2

A few other local pro baseball players 
from way, way back that you probably never 
heard of:

Walter “Whitey” Such (Suchowiecki) 
of Sayreville was a 6-2, 155 pound pitcher, 
who at 21 years old, played 1 year in minor 
league ball for the Boston Red Sox farm team, 
Danville-Scholfield, Virginia.  He pitched 
34 Games (G), Innings Pitched (IP)-119, 
Hits (H)-142, Bases on Balls (BB)-57, Won 
(W)-7 Lost (L) 7.  South Amboy’s Anthony 
“Tony” Tarallo pitched for 2 independent 
minor league teams in Class D ball in 1948, 
the Galax Leafs in the Blue Ridge League, 
and the New River Rebels in the Appalachian 
League.  His stat totals for both clubs: G-22, 
IP-115, H-150, BB-82, W-4 L-7.

South Amboy pitcher Bill Stratton, who 
played for St. Mary’s HS in the 1930’s, was 
a minor leaguer for 9 seasons.  He started 
in the Eastern Shore League with Class D 
club Pocomoke City in 1940, and finished 
his career in ’51 with York, a B level team 
in the Interstate League.  His career stats: 
G-245, IP-1,526, H-1,657, BB-588, ERA-
3.73, W-95 L-90.  Throughout his career, 
he was the property of the Detroit Tigers, 
Chicago Cubs, and Pittsburgh Pirates.

Did You Know?  Sayreville’s Eddie 
“Buddy” Popowski managed the Boston 
Red Sox briefly in 1969 and 1973.  In ’69 
he won 5 and lost 4, and won his only game 
at the helm in ’73.

Frog Hollow 5K 
Race Winners

The Top local finishers in the Men’s 
Division of the Frog Hollow 5K Race, and 
their place of finish were:

1.Greg Kuczynski, Sayreville 17:50.8; 
3.Ryan Moran, Parlin; 4.Daniel Torres, Par-
lin; 5.Jeremy Stratton, Parlin; 6.Glen Nelson, 
South Amboy;  9.Shane Zuczek, Sayreville; 
10.Tom Calabrese, Parlin.

Amy Bernstein of Monmouth Junction 
finished #1 in the Women’s Division with a 
20:10.5 showing.  Top local finishers were: 
4.Shannon McKenna, Parlin; 5.Rachel Cas-
tellito, Sayreville; 6.Trish Astarita, Sayre-
ville; 8.Cammie Quinones, Parlin; 9.Paula 
Roman, Sayreville.  Congratulations to all 
who competed! 

3 Vs. 3 Basketball 
Tourney

Triple Threat Ministries International 
is presenting the Sayreville Summer Jam 3 
vs. 3 Basketball Tournament Saturday, Aug. 
13 at Kennedy Park, Sayreville.  Be there 
at 9:30 a.m. for check-in.  Tourney begins 
at 11:30 a.m.

*Registration is FREE *Three Point 
and Dunk Contest *1st, 2nd, and 3rd place 
trophies *Halftime Show *Giveaways *DJ 
Yot *Tournament Age Brackets: Ages 9-11; 
12-14; 15-18; 19 & Up.  Get your team reg-
istered at: 3tmi.com.  For more info, email: 
ttmi326@gmail.com or call 201-889-3958.  
Volunteers are welcomed!  Please call if 
interested.  This tournament is sponsored 
by several large businesses.

Corrections
Under last month’s 2011 Final Statistics 

for South Amboy HS, we mistakenly credited 
Alex Olivares, when in reality it was Dustin 
“Dusty” DeVoe who led the Guvs’ pitchers 
in wins (5-5), most innings pitched-53, and 
most strikeouts-71.  De Voe finished his fine 
high school pitching career with 15 wins! 

Also, we had pitcher Joe Smith men-
tioned as Jim Smith.  Joe had the best ERA 
on SA, and also held opposing batters to the 
lowest batting average, .220, while finishing 
(3-1).  Congratulations to both pitchers, and 
we’re sorry for the inadvertent errors.  

From The Youth League Archives

1952-This is easily the best Youth League team photo we have ever seen.  Pictured 
is the Rotary Little League team that played in South Amboy’s initial Little League 
season.  The team is shown at the old St. Mary’s Field.  In this “vintage” shot are 
Back row coaches (l-r) ?, ?, Jack Massing.  Middle row (l-r) Lou Eskra, Minnick, Al 
Pietraszka, Jerry Krzyzkowski, Bob Zera, ?, Al Smith.  Bottom row (l-r) Gorczyca, ?, 
Ray Zera, Bob Krzyzkowski, ?, Frank Kurzawa.  The boy on the stretcher is Bobby 
Creed, who broke his leg in a previous game.  (Photo courtesy of Ken Sumski)  
*It sure would be nice to fill in all the question marks on this most interesting photo.  
Does anyone know the unidentified players?  Please let us know.

1950-Sayreville pounded 
Jamesburg, 6-0 on a fine shutout by 

Jack Pietruski.  Ed “Moe” Mosa-
kowski ripped 2 hits for the Blue 
& Gray.  1965-South Brunswick 

spoiled the varsity debut of highly-heralded, 
Hoffman freshman pitcher Curt Wood, and 
beat the talented right-hander, 3-1.  Wood 
lost a heartbreaking 3-hitter, while striking 
out 9 and walking 2.  Joe Zailski belted an 
RBI double for the Guvs.  1975-St. Mary’s 
girls’ tennis team topped Roselle, 3-2.  Carol 
Moskwa won at 2nd singles, Irene Nealon, 3rd 
singles, and the doubles team of Jill Sharkey 
and Kathy Gallagher also was victorious.  
1983-Hoffman destroyed Dunellen, 11-3.  
Kevin Gorczyca hammered a 2-run homer, 
Joe Przybylski and Pete Smith both hit 2-run 
singles.  John “Skeets” Skarzynski was the 
winning pitcher on a nifty 4-hitter.  1995-St. 
Mary’s girls softball squad pounded Pisca-
taway Tech 14-3 behind winning pitcher 
Jackie Demereski, who went 2-for-2 with 
2 RBI.  Tracy McCurdy had a homer and 2 
RBI.  2000-Winning pitcher Ed Goodell fired 
a brilliant 2-hit shutout and struck out 11, as 
the Bombers throttled Monroe, 6-0.  Tony 
Osmond orbited a solo home run.

Glory Days in
Local Sports

T.H.E. 
Game

Year-1983
Sport-Baseball
Teams-Hoffman vs. St. Mary’s City Series, 
Opening Day
Recap-Shortstop Scott Gumprecht hit a 
home run in his first varsity at-bat, and 
second sacker Joe Przybylski also pounded 
a homer in his first at-bat of the ’83 season 
to lead the Guvs to a 10-5 romp over 
cross-town rival St. Mary’s.  Pete Smith 
added a 2-run double, and Mike Buczynski 
an RBI on a sac fly.  Winning pitcher John 
“Skeets” Skarzynski  struck out 6, allowed 
no walks, and also blasted a 2-run triple.  
Losing pitcher Vic Mangome rocketed a 
3-run homer, John Kennedy an RBI single, 
and Sean O’Connor got an RBI on a sac 
fly for the Saints.  
MVP-No selection.  The entire Guvs’ team 
contributed.

South Amboy 1976
Little Fellas League

English Chevron 15 Protection 8-John 
Burkard ripped 4 hits including a home run 
to drive in 5 runs.  Steve Martin and Dave 
Silva each had 3 hits, while John Mulligan 
stroked 3 hits for Protection.

Modern Trans 9 Rotary 3-Glenn Mal-
kiewicz and Glenn Rieger combined for 7 
hits, while teammate Ron Richards struck 
out 15 to notch the win.

Midget League
Mets 8 Orioles 0-Mike Toth and Billy 

O’Leary hammered 3 hits each for the win-
ners.

Yanks 13 Pirates 5-Mike McQuade 
pounded 3 hits including a 3-run homer.

Cardinals 13 Orioles 3-Andy Moran 
and Tom Szaro drilled 3 hits apiece.

Babe Ruth League
Independence 9 Raritan River 5-Tony 

Januszewski hurled a strong game for the 
victory.

Raritan River 13 S.A. Trust 9-Tom 
O’Connor led the way with 2 hits and 5 RBI.

Boat Club 6 Mechanicsville 0-Charlie 
Gray fired a brilliant no-hitter.

Girls Junior Softball 
League

Jets 13 Angels 1-Wendy Dyer collected 
3 hits and 3 RBI including a home run.

Royals 9 Orioles 6-Laurie LaBranche 
stroked 4 hits and had 4 RBI.

Girls Senior Softball 
League

Giants 13 Mets 0-Collete Kowaleski 
pounded 3 hits and drove in 6 runs.

Dodgers 16 Yanks 4-Chris Dill laced 4 
hits and had 4 RBI.

Update On Old 
Ballfields

By Fran Fitzmorris
First of all thanks for the pictures and 

or articles on the fields found in Melrose, 
Mechanicsville and St. Mary’s Field.

We were able to find out the following: 
Whitehead Field, located in Morgan.  Why?  
The Morgan AC played their home games 
there and Morgan was once a part of South 
Amboy. ..In 1915, the Sheridan Athletic Club 
Field was located across from the entrance 
to St. Mary’s Cemetery on Upper Main St…
Next up is City Field located at the bottom of 
Ward Ave 1937-47, and today would be the 
right field of Veterans Field, which was built 
in 1947, and was also called Tigers Field.

Copper Works Field, yes I know it’s 
in Perth Amboy, BUT South Amboy teams 
played there, and it was almost like a home 
game.  It was located on Market St. by the 
train station on the property of the very 
famous Raritan Copper Company…How 
could anyone who grew up in South Amboy 
in the 50’s and 60’s not count The Circle, 
located on Route 9 at the entrance of the 
Parkway.  Many touch football games, and 
some baseball games were played there.  
Obviously, it was not an official field, but 
holds many memories.

Tom Burkard found out where Star Field 
was located (1890’s-1930).  It was located 
on lower Augusta St.  I’m not actually sure 
but I’m thinking it was named after the Star 
Building and Loan Co. that goes back to the 
early 1890’s…The last field I have doesn’t 
have a name, but it was located at the corner 
of Broadway and First St. around 1890.  
There were probably more fields in town 
over a 100 year period, but probably went 
the way of progress, and were used for the 
building of more houses, as the town grew 
rapidly, or even for commercial purposes. 

Shaw Dies At 45
Former talented Hoffman HS baseball  

player, Jim Shaw 45, died on July 2.  The 
1984 Hoffman graduate was a contribut-
ing member of the legendary Group I state 
championship team, which was coached by 
George Krzyzanowski.
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Irving B. Cornell Jr.
Remembering 
Irving B. Cornell, Jr.

By Nellie Malet
I attended a Mass at OLV Church in 

Sayreville for Mr. Irving B. Cornell Jr., who 
died on July 5.   He was the father of Jay 
Cornell, Borough Engineer of CME in Parlin, 
and Ed Strek’s brother-in-law.  During the 
reading of his eulogy, I was so impressed 
about this veteran who they called Uncle 
Bud.  He was a great parent, and friend to 
everyone who knew him, and served honor-
ably in the US Army for well over 20 years, 
retiring as Major at 38 years old.  His military 
medals included the Korean Service Medal, 
World War II Victory Medal, NJ Korean 
Service Medal, NJ Distinguished Service 
Medal, and NJ Meritorious Service Medal.  
In addition, he later retired as a Collection 
Superintendent for Middlesex County Sew-
erage Authority, as well as a Scout Master 
of Cub Scout Pack 69.

Mr. Cornell was a wonderful individual, 
and also a great American Veteran, who 
served his country so honorably.  He was 
also a member of American Legion Post 
211 in Sayreville.

Obituaries
Applegate, Lillian, 74. Of Morgan died 

on July 16.
Blanken, William E., 76, of Sayreville 

died on June 16.
Brus, Christine, 62, of Parlin died on 

July 11.
Cornell, Irving B., Jr., of Sayreville 

died July 5.
Dalfonzo, Albert L., 73, formerly of 

South Amboy died on July 8.
Dietsch, Virginia, 90, formerly of 

Sayreville died on June 30.
Eberle, Elizabeth “Betty,” 90, formerly 

of Sayreville died on July 15.
Erdek, John R., 35, formerly of Sayre-

ville died on June 21.
Fishman, Shelli, 40, of South Amboy 

died on July 16.
Fleming, Ruth Farley, 83, of Parlin 

died on July 11.
Hinners, Mary, 86, of Parlin died on 

June 26.
Huguenin, Mary Ann, 71, of Sayreville 

died on July 5.
Jones, Thomas J., 74, of Parlin died 

on June 19.
Jurusz, Martha, 87, of Parlin died on 

July 17.
Karwatt, Nina, 97, of Sayreville died 

on June 30.
Martin, Helen A. Stanton, 87, of South 

Amboy died on June 20.
Mauro, Joseph Sr., 84, of South Amboy 

died on July 3.
Maxfield, Anna May, 83, of South 

Amboy died on July 12.
Narleski, Margaret N., 83, of Parlin 

died on July 13.
Olah, Ann Marie Ksiazek, 54, of South 

Amboy died on June 28.
Parella, Michael O., 59, of Morgan 

died on July 4.
Pearce, Alice E., 94, of Parlin died on 

June 17.
Poignant, Eleanor C., 86, of Parlin died 

on July 3.
Rozanski, Helen P., 88, formerly of 

Sayreville died on June 18.
Ryan, Kathleen M., 56, of Parlin died 

on June 28.
Salvatore, Gennaro “Jerry,” 83, of Parlin 

died on July 19.
Sciallo, Olga Lapchuk, 91, of South 

Amboy died on July 13.
Seaman, Mary Lou, 80, of Sayreville 

died on July 3.
Shaw, James J., 45, formerly of South 

Amboy died on July 2.
Slavin, Helen, 87, of Sayreville died 

on July 9.
Sloan, Kenneth E. “Keek” Jr., 59, of 

South Amboy died on July 3.
Soltis, Donald J., 74, formerly of Sayre-

ville died on June 25.
Starzysnki, Helen, 87, of Sayreville 

died on July 17.
Stelmaszek, Sophie A., 90, of Sayreville 

died on June 18.
Terlecki, Adelaide J., 86, of Sayreville 

died on June 24.
Waitt, Francis D. Sr., 93, formerly of 

Sayreville died on June 19.
Zielinski, John T., 49, of Sayreville 

died on July 6.

WWW.?

And you thought June’s mystery photo was tough?  Well take a look at this one!  Good 
luck, you’ll need it!  Send your answers to: satimes@aol.com.  (Photo courtesy of Danny 
Salvaggio)

June Winners
Last month’s article was a pretty tough 

one for our contestants. There were 5 cor-
rect answers acceptable, but only 5 readers 
knew that the building, located on lower 
Augusta Street and Rosewell  Street,  was 
either Senator Tom Scully’s mansion in the 
early 1900’s; Sun Oil (Sunoco) from 1930’s-
approximately 1966; McArthur Chemical 
Co-1970’s-early 1980’s; Woodmasters-
1980’s –late 1990’s; and most recently before 
becoming vacant, Thomas’ Concrete.  The 5 
locations and years were provided by Bowery 
resident, Vince Mackiel who has lived in 
that section of South Amboy for his entire 
life.  Congratulations to the following 5 big 
winners: Claire Kuhn, W. Tom Kross, Pat & 
Bill Scully, Vince Mackiel.

Letters
Thank You
The South Amboy First Aid and Safety 

Squad sincerely Thanks all the local residents 
and businesses for their generous dona-
tions.  Our Annual Fund Drive for 2011 is 
ongoing.  For over 75 years, the Squad has 
been serving South Amboy thanks to your 
continuous support.  We are comprised of 
100% volunteers who donate their time and 
skills to assist you.  When you dial 911, we 
are there for you, for FREE!  However, we 
cannot accomplish this mission alone.  

As an independent, non-profit organi-
zation, we rely completely on donations.  
Funds are needed for; medical supplies, 
equipment, insurance premiums, training 
and maintaining our vehicles and building.  
We are not a Department within the City of 
South Amboy.  Without your help, we would 
cease to exist.

No one can predict when you may need 
our services, but it is a comfort to know that 
we will be there for you, if you ever do.  If you 
have not sent your annual donation yet, there 
is still time to do so.  Please be as generous 
as your means allow.  Our mailing address 
is: P O Box 328,  South Amboy, NJ  08879.   

Thank You for Supporting Us as We 
Continue to Support You!

Dear Tom, 
My brother Neil gave me a copy of 

your SA Times, and I loved the articles and 
pictures of our Class Reunion!  Thanks for 
all your hard work!

Mary Fogerty O’Leary
(Formerly of South Amboy)

Tom,
Great edition as usual!  Yours might 

be the best newspaper around!  Keep up 
the good work!

Pat Douglas
(Formerly of Melrose)

Dear Tom,
Loved the June issue!  The Class of 

1968 Reunion pictures were fantastic, and 
The Profit$ too.  I enjoy your paper and look 
forward to each month’s issue.

Charlotte Trpisovsky Sadowski
Sayreville

Hey Tom,
I just read the May issue, and you did a 

great job, Tom!  I always love to read Clem’s 
input too.  Keep up the great work!

Bill Lotkowictz
(Formerly of Morgan)
Florida

Tom,
Kudos for keeping the memories of 

“The Pleasant Little City” alive.  I am one 
of your biggest SA Times fans.

Eileen Coman
South Amboy

Tom,
Great issue!  I enjoy reading it on the 

internet down here in North Carolina.
Susie Dill-Raba
(Formerly of South Amboy)
North Carolina

Hi Tom,
Nice article on the Melrose Gang and 

Georgette’s Hill.  They are very fond memo-
ries.  I think I learned to run fast by crossing 
Route 35 to get to the ballfield.

Bill D’Amico
(Formerly of Melrose)
Sayreville, South Amboy

PRAYER TO THE BLESSED VIRGIN
(Never known to fail)  Oh, most beautiful flower 

of Mt. Carmel, Fruitful vine, splendor of Heaven, 
blessed Mother of the Son of God, Immaculate 
Virgin, assist me in my necessity.  Oh Star of the Sea, 
help me and show me, herein  you are my mother.  
Oh, Holy Mary, Mother of God, Queen of Heaven 
and Earth!  I humbly beseech you from the bottom 
of my heart to succor me in this necessity.  There 
are none that can withstand your power.  Oh, show 
me herein you are my mother.  Oh Mary, conceived 
without sin, pray for us who have recourse to thee (3 
times).  Holy Mary, I place this cause in your hands 
(3 times).  Say this prayer for 3 consecutive days.  
You must publish  it and it will be granted to you.  
Thank you.  -M.M.

Sinatra Jr. At 
Ocean Grove

Talented singer, Frank Sinatra Jr. will 
appear live in concert at Ocean Grove Great 
Auditorium, Ocean Grove, NJ on Sat. Aug. 
27th.  His song list will feature top hits from 
his father Frank Sinatra Sr.’s superb career.  
Tickets are still available by calling toll free 
at 800-590-4064. 
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St. Mary’s H.S. Class Of 1961
 Celebrates Their 50th Reunion

By Arleen Rooney
After a great 40th Reunion in 2001, 

plans were set to work on a 50th Reunion.  
The years just rolled by and starting in the 
fall of 2010, the wheels started rolling to 
get the 50th started.  With the help of the 
St. Mary’s High School (SMHS) Cardinal 
McCarrick/St. Mary’s H.S. Alumni Direc-
tory published in 2008, we were able to 
get updated addresses, phone numbers 
and even e-mail addresses for a number 
of our classmates.

Flyers were mailed out in October 
2010, followed by a reminder flyer in 
February 2011.  Gary Berg-Cross cre-
ated a reunion website and that enhanced 
our communication capabilities.  It was 
a great venue for classmates to update 

each other on their lives.  The website will 
be permanent as a check in point to stay in 
touch.  The website is: https://sites.google.
com/site/stmaryshs2011reunion/

Buttonwood Manor in Matawan, was 
selected as the ideal place to hole our 50th 
Reunion.  The Sunday brunch was sumptu-
ous and a good day for classmates to travel 
from out of state.  We had two classmates 
coming from California, one from Colorado, 
one from Rhode Island, and another from 
New York.  The balance was NJ residents.

The event garnered 46 attendees.  There 
was an early check in and name label sign 
in.  We were not alone in asking each other 
“who are you?”  Although we all aged grace-
fully, some of us hadn’t seen each other since 

graduation or since our 40th Reunion.
Buttonwood Manor arranged for all of 

us to be together at three reserved tables 
facing the beautiful lake.  Our group was 
bubbly, chatting away to catch up with the 
years.  Some classmates brought old cop-
ies of “The Crown,” which was our school 
newspaper, and also our graduation class 
photo.  Reminiscing was going on big time!

When we met, the years just disap-
peared, and we were back to our friendships 
from high school.  After a good two hours 
in the main dining room, we transitioned to 
Michael’s Lounge at Buttonwood.  It couldn’t 
have been more ideal.  Some classmates had 
to leave early for other commitments, but a 
good number stayed on to extend the day.

Ray Andrejewski was our talented 
photographer, and was kept busy taking 
photos.  We all agreed that rather than wait 
another 10 years, we will get together in 
2016 for our 55th Reunion.  Buttonwood 
Manor was a great hit, and we plan to 
hold our next gathering there.

If anyone knows the whereabouts of 
members of SMHS Class of 1961, we’d 
appreciate hearing from you.  We had a 
graduating class of 144.  Twenty have 
gone to their heavenly home.  However, 
there are a good number who are MIA’s 
or with bad addresses.  You can e-mail: 
corgially@yahoo.com.

ST MARY’S REUNION CLASS OF “60” AT ANTHONY’S
By Henny the DJ

One thing that has made South Am-
boy, South Amboy has been the continued 
existence of two very successful high 
schools with our mile square borders. 
Last issue we saw the great amount of 
fun the St Mary’s Class of’68 had in their 
reconvening, and this article shows that 
same pleasure found in the 50th reunion 
of The St Mary’s Class of  ’60.

Celebrating that night and coming 
literally from all over the country and 
across the street to be in attendance were 
graduates Rachel Berube, Marge Carney, 
Jimmy Check, Jim Cleary, Mary Ann 
Colista, Henny Conroy, Pat Coyle, Rose-
marie Derent, Carol Dowling, Noreen 
Dzieciot, Maureen Ellison, Ann Fogarty, 
Donald Franck, Sister Louise Ann Fritz 
RSM, Bob Graber, Wayne Lonseth, 
Ellen Mullane, Dennis O’Neill, Mary 
Paczkowski, Carol Ploskonka, Rich Poni-
atowski, Bernadette Pruskowski, Nancy 
Rock, Dot Rodd, Rich Rummage, Gail 
Rysinski, Joe Sakowski, Fran Stefanski, 

Mary Ann Stelmazek, Chet Suchicki, Bob 
Sullivan, Lorraine Talbot, Betty Jane Ust, 
Mary Waters, and Don Wenzel, and, of 
course, their assorted spouses and signifi-
cant others.

 The feeling that was most expressed 
by my fellow graduates when we passed 
the microphone around for some individual 
comments was the great amount of deep 
connection and palpable affection we all 
surprisingly felt at just hearing again the 
names and seeing again the faces that were 
with us daily for the good and the bad of those 
four years of individual physical, emotional, 
and intellectual growth and development. If 
those words sound too stilted or lofty trust 
me that I don’t say them lightly and I do say 
them with no hesitation. That’s how moved 
we all were to all be together again if only for 
that one night. No one left early and when 
it was all over we all departed Anthony’s 
with not a little bit of sadness at having to 
call it a night.

We were not a class that was exceptional 

athletically. We didn’t set any records on 
the SAT’s, although today our collective 
scores would put us in some very sought 
after percentiles. And even though we had 
Sister Louise, doctors, lawyers, engineers, 
teachers, and other professional, business 
and parental success stories with us, those 
personal achievements really had very little  
to do with that good feeling we shared as 
members of that class of 1960. That came 
just from all of us being together again.

 If I had to state the one element that 
made us feel so good about seeing each other 
it would be our shared sense of overcoming 
adversity, a feeling not too distant from the 
“foxhole buddy” respect and admiration that 
soldiers experience in battle. Life is often a 
battle of one sort or another and growing 
up has as many trials and tribulations as 
“Happy Days” laughs and capers. And the 
fact that we not only survived those years, 
but we eventually thrived can be traced in no 
small part to the four gritty and challenging 
as well as comical years we spent together 

at St Mary’s.
We want to thank Anthony’s for the 

top notch job they did with the food and 
beverage and for making us feel as com-
fortable and cared for as they did. Their 
location in the old timey South Amboy 
landmark of Johnnie’s Half Way House 
in Mechanicsville added a special ambi-
ance another venue would not have done. 
They should be happy to know that we 
had nothing but positive feedback from all 
who were in attendance. The organizing 
committee: Mary Paczkowski, Bernadette 
Prusakowski, Rich Rummage, Dot Rodd, 
, Joe Sakowski, Pat Coyle, Rosemarie 
Derent, with help from Nancy Rock, Bob 
Sullivan and Bob Graber and yours truly, 
Henny Conroy found almost as much 
excitement and pleasure in the planning 
of the event as in its execution. It’s a heck 
of a party that when it’s over everyone is 
already excited about the next edition!
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