
Lenahan Will Be 
Remembered

By Tom Burkard
Luke Lenahan, 78, 

of Sayreville died on 
Jan. 11.  He was one of 
South Amboy/Sayre-
ville’s most-admired 
and well-respected 
men. 

 Luke was an All-
State basketball player 
at St. Mary’s HS in 

1951, and later went on to a highly successful 
career as teacher, coach, businessman and 
much more.

Lenahan taught at his alma mater and 
also at Madison Central HS for over 33 
years.   He also coached basketball at St. 
Mary’s, where he guided the Eagles to a 64-62 
record in 6 years, and in addition, coached 
at Madison.   Luke was elected to the St. 
Mary’s/Cardinal McCarrick High School  
Athletic Hall-of-Fame.  He did very well in 
the business field as owner/operator of Route 
9 Driving School, and also as owner/operator 
of Mister Softee, which was very popular in 
South Amboy and Sayreville.

 Luke was always active in St. Mary’s 
Parish as a member of the Parish Council, 
a Eucharistic Minister, lector, CYO advisor 
and coach.  His friendly, and straight-forward 
nature led him to politics, and he was  the 
committeeman for the Sayreville Democratic 
Organization for many years.  In 2008, he 
served as Deputy Grand Marshal for the 
South Amboy St. Patrick’s Day Parade.  
Luke was a wonderful family man, who was 
always very proud of his late wife, Dolores, 
children and grandchildren.

Luke Lenahan will be sadly missed, but 
never forgotten by the very many people, 
whose lives he touched in such a positive 
way.  God Bless, Coach Luke Lenahan.
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South Amboy City Clerk, Kathleen Vigilante (l) swears in new Mayor Fred Henry, as his 
wife Linda holds the Bible.  Fred’s mother Ann (2nd from left), and daughter Erin (right), 
proudly look on during the private ceremony, which took place on New Year’s Day at City 
Hall.  (Photo by Tom Burkard)

Emma Arleth Gets
 $10K Grant

Emma Arleth Elementary School in 
Sayreville, received a $10,000 grant as one 
of 10 New Jersey schools who were chosen 
for the award by Optimum Lightpath’s 
Transforming Education with Technology 
grant program.

There were over 166 applicants for the 
grant, and Arleth was selected on how it 
would use technology in innovative ways to 
aid education.  The school will use the grant 
to fund its Teaching Writing with Interactive 
SMART Technology (TWIST) program.

The school has found that the SMART 
technology has helped its special education 
students significantly, when it was included 
in the curriculum, and it will now offer this 
technology to general education students 
to see if the same level of advancement can 
be reached.

Community Center/YMCA Dedication
The South Amboy Community Cen-

ter/YMCA held its official dedication, “A 
Tribute to the People of South Amboy” 
on December 16th.   There were about 200 
people in attendance, who shared in the joy 
of dedicating this amazing facility to the 
people of South Amboy.  They were cor-
dially welcomed by the MC for the evening, 
Camille Tooker, South Amboy’s Business 
Administrator.  Remarks were made by Eric 
Chubenko, Executive Director SARA, and 
Pam Brown, Board President, Metuchen-
Edison-South Amboy YMCA.   Katey McA-
doo, Director of the South Amboy YMCA, 
was also commended for her outstanding 
work at the YMCA. South Amboy Mayor 
John T. O’Leary drew the biggest round of 
applause when he unveiled the sign for the 

Community Center.   
The program was dedicated in memory 

of B. Judith Lecki, “In appreciation of her 
years of selfless giving to the people of South 
Amboy by her dedicated service to the South 
Amboy Redevelopment Agency.”

The crowd then proceeded upstairs for 
the dedication of the Stephen J. Pavich Jr. 
South Amboy Community and Youth Room.  
Nancy Pavich, Stephen’s mother gave a beau-
tiful speech, and thanked everyone for their 
help with the Stephen Pavich Fund through 
the years, and she was followed by Mayor 
O’Leary, who dedicated the beautiful room.  
Rev. Dennis Weezorak, Pastor of St. Mary’s 
Church gave the blessing, and refreshments 
were served.   

Sayreville 
Emergency 

Squad Officers
The Sayreville Emergency Squad offi-

cers who were sworn in on New Year’s Day 
are President-Katherine Jurkiewicz; Cap-
tain-James Renda; Assistant Captain-Kevin 
Ott; First Lieutenant-Michael D’Antico; 
Second Lieutenant-Vincent Buffalino.

Rock superstar, Jon Bon Jovi, formerly 
of Sayreville was recently appointed by 
President Obama to the White House Council 
on Community Services.  (Photo by Tom 
Burkard)

Bon Jovi Appointed
By Obama

Last month, President Barack Obama 
appointed rock superstar and former Sayre-
ville resident, Jon Bon Jovi to the White 
House Council on Community Services.   
Bon Jovi will advise the President on pro-
gressive ways to bring communities together, 
mobilizing citizens, non-profits, businesses 
and government to work together on issues 
that hit them at the local level.  Other council 
members include executives from Starbucks, 
eBay, Gap and Amnesty International.

President Obama said, “These impres-
sive men and women have dedicated their 
lives and careers to civic engagement and 
social innovation.  I commend them for their 
outstanding contributions to their communi-
ties, and I look forward to working with them 
in the months and years ahead.”

Bon Jovi has built a wonderful repu-
tation for his philanthropic activities and 
works, especially with the Jon Bon Jovi 
Soul Foundation, which builds affordable 
housing for low-income families.  Jon also 
campaigned heavily for Obama in 2008, as 
most high-profile entertainers did.

Bon Jovi told the New York Times that, 
“I am honored to have been selected by the 
president.  I have seen first-hand the powerful 
impact when people from the public, private 
and non-profit sectors work together.

THE

Judge Rules:  Henry Is Mayor
Superior Court Judge Phillip Paley 

upheld his previous judgment that Democrat 
Fred Henry is South Amboy’s new mayor.  
In the third official recount since the election 
in November, Henry was named the victor 
over Independent Mary O’Connor.  There 
was one other vote tossed out, and the final 
winning margin was sliced from three to 
two votes.

Judge Paley evaluated facts and tes-
timony with more than a dozen contested 

ballots, and said that, “Every person’s vote 
counts.”  O’Connor’s attorney Christopher 
Struben planned to file a petition challenging 
a specific ballot, that he feels was improperly 
cast, and also plans to appeal the ruling.

Michael Baker, who is Fred Henry’s 
attorney, said that, “The judge made a 
specific finding,  that he saw no evidence 
of any fraud, and Fred Henry has won fair 
and square.” 

Connors Chosen  Council President
Councilman-At-Large Joseph Connors 

was selected Council President at the re-or-
ganization meeting on January 5 by fellow 
Democrat council members.   New Mayor 
Fred Henry held the president’s position from 
2002-2003, and again from 2007-2010.

The three councilmen elected in No-
vember were sworn in privately on New 

Year’s Day at City Hall to ensure a quorum 
could be met in case an emergency meet-
ing had to be called, before Wednesday’s 
re-organization. 

Mayor Henry was sworn in so that there 
would be a mayor to run the city before 
Wednesday’s meeting. 

Cardinal McCarrick senior, Olivia Gorczynski recently became a member of the elite 1,000 
point scoring club in a Lady Eagles victory over South Plainfield recently.  Pictured on this 
very proud occasion are the Gorczynski family (l-r) mother Marissa, Olivia, father Ed, and 
brother Alex.  Congratulations, Olivia!  (Photo by Brian Stratton)

Sofilkanich To 
Coach Bishop Ahr

South Amboy’s Don Sofilkanich was 
recently hired by Bishop Ahr AD Mike 
Wolfthal as head football coach for 2011.  
Sofilkanich was chosen from a field of 30 
applicants, and certainly has an impressive 
resume.  As coach of Asbury Park from 
2007-2009, his club captured an unbeliev-
able 3 consecutive CJ Group I state cham-
pionships, turning in a 33-3 record.  Last 
season, he coached at Neptune, and guided 
them to a 6-4 mark and an appearance in the 
CJ Group III playoffs.  He also coached at 
Holmdel in ’99, leading the squad to a 6-4 
record.  Don’s outstanding career coaching 
mark is 45-11.

Sofilkanich is an ’88 graduate of East 
Brunswick HS, where he played football 
under legendary Coach Marcus Borden.  
Congratulations, Don and best of luck at 
Bishop Ahr!
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The dedication ceremony of the South Amboy Community and Youth Room in memory of 
Stephen J. Pavich Jr., was held on Dec. 16, 2010.  The Community and Youth Room is 
located in the South Amboy Community Center and YMCA building on John T. O’Leary 
Blvd., South Amboy.  After many years of fundraising, the Stephen J. Pavich Jr. Memorial 
Fund donated their proceeds to the Youth Center to be used for ongoing activities to enrich 
the youth of the community.  The Memorial Fund organized by Nancy Pavich and Ginger 
Quirk, extends a very sincere thank you for all the generosity they received from the people 
and businesses in the City of South Amboy and surrounding communities over the years.  
Pictured at the dedication ceremony (l-r) Stephen Pavich Sr., Nancy Pavich, and Jason 
Pavich.  (Photo by Tom Burkard)

Ann Henry (c) was the happiest mother in the world on New Year’s Day, when her sons 
were sworn into office, Fred (l) as Mayor of South Amboy, and William (r) as Councilman 
of Sayreville.  (Photo by Tom Burkard)

Talk Of The Towns
By Tom Burkard

Schaaf On Deans List
Christopher “C.J.” Schaaf of South 

Amboy was named to the Dean’s List at 
Ramapo College.  Congratulations, C.J.!  
Keep up the good work!
Cronin Was Active Firefighter

The late Richard “Dick” Cronin was 
an active member of the Mechanicsville 
Hose Co. #1 for 10 years, and rose to the 
rank of Captain.
In Memoriam

Robert Hudock, 71, of Parlin died on 
Dec. 10.  He retired in ’06 after 42 years of 
work for the Sayreville Board of Education 
as a Social Studies teacher and Supervisor of 
Humanities for grades K-12.  After retiring, 
he was a substitute principal in elementary 
schools.  Bob was also a soccer/wrestling 
coach.  William Keegan, 85, of South Am-
boy died on Dec. 10.  He was employed at 
Foodtown for 10 years.  Armand Tedesco, 
98, formerly of South Amboy died on Dec. 
11.  He was a self-employed musician for 
over 50 years, leading his own band, “Ar-
mand Tedesco & His Melody Men.”  Jo-
Ann Pennacchio, 59, of Sayreville died on 
Dec. 12.  She was the Queen Mother of the 
Sayreville Red Hatters Chapter Curvaceous 
Crimson Hatters.  Nancy Gutkowski, 60, of 
Sayreville died on Dec. 17.  She was a highly-
respected teacher with the Sayreville Board 
of Education since 1972.  Joseph Marotta, 
65, formerly of Parlin died on Dec. 21.  He 
was the owner of JMR Sales in Sayreville 
for 35 years.  Hedwig “Margie” Grabowski, 
92, of Sayreville died on Jan. 4.  Before 
her retirement in ’64, she was the owner of 
Hilltop Inn in Sayreville for 13 years.  Irene 
“Renee” Dillon, 78, of Whiting died on Jan. 
6.  She and her husband Jim, owned Starlite 
Diner on South Broadway in South Amboy 
for over 20 years, and were highly-respected 
throughout the community.  James Carey 
Jr. 68, formerly of Sayreville died on Jan. 
6.  He was co-founder of Boy Scout Troop 
#97 Sayreville in 1982, and was Scoutmaster 
over 20 years.  He also owned Carey Home 

Pleasant Little 
Trivia

By Tom Burkard
1.In 1993, this VCR repair shop was lo-

cated at 103 N. Stevens Ave., South Amboy?  
a.South Amboy b.Lloyd’s c.Raritan

2.St. Bernadette’s Pastor in 1992?  
a.Father Eugene Schellberg b.Father John 
Benitez c.Father Andrew Szaroleta

3.This person ran for mayor of South 
Amboy in 1994 as a Republican?   a.Vince 
Mackiel b.Michael Makransky c.Mary 
Maganovic

4.Captain of Morgan First Aid in 1970?  
a.Bill Masterson b.Nick Weber c.Stanley 
Kurpiewski

5.In 1970, the Commander of the John 
A. Connors #67 DAV in South Amboy 
was?  a.Leo Bachman b.Arthur Holmes 
c.Leon Ott

6.In 1982, this popular nightclub was 
located on Route 35 in Morgan?  a.Mel’s 
Lounge b.Club 35 c.Brothers II

7.St. Mary’s Elementary School prin-
cipal in ’92?  a.Richard Eyerman b.Claire 
Armstrong c.Susan Anthony

8.In the 1992, this candidate received 
the most votes in the Sayreville election for 
3 council seats?  a.James Zagata b.Howard 
Griffiths c.Edward Rappleyea

9.Pastor of the Presbyterian Church of 
South Amboy in ’69?  a.Rev. James Jonas 
b.Rev. Richard Chambers c.Rev. Wilbur 
Newton

10.In 1992, where was Top Grade Floors 
business located in Sayreville?  a.Route 
9 South b.Bordentown Ave. c.South Pine 
Ave.

Answers 
1c 2c 3b 4b 5a 6b 7a 8a 9c 10c

Improvement in Sayreville.  Dorothy Check, 
84, of Sayreville died on Jan. 7.  She was a 
Gifted & Talented teacher with the Sayreville 
Board of Education, and retired in ’88 after 
30 years of service.

May the happiness they brought to so 
many last forever.
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 ★  Business of the Month  ★

Bruce Turner, owner of Turner Home Maintenance has been providing excellent 
service for local residents since 2001.  (Photo by Tom Burkard)

Turner Home Maintenance

Bruce Turner, owner of Turner Home 
Maintenance, began working in the com-
mercial window trade in 1972.  He worked 
for his father installing architectural 
windows in schools and office buildings.  
He has also held a position as a quality 
control manager of a window manufac-
turing firm.  Bruce went on to work for 
a small company in North Jersey, selling 
and installing residential windows, doors 
and shower enclosures.

Turner Home Maintenance is cen-
tered around customer service.  “I am 
personally responsible for each job from 
the initial appointment to the finished 
product.  I take pride in spending time 
with each homeowner to discuss their 
needs and answer their questions.  I pro-
vide very personalized customer service,” 
says Bruce.

Turner Home Maintenance offers 
several specialties including custom 

window and door installation; design and 
installation of porch enclosures, and deck 
renovation.  Bruce offers a wide variety of 
entrance doors, storm doors and interior 
doors.  Turner Home Maintenance also 
specializes in all the big and small jobs 
homeowners don’t like to do or don’t 
want to do, such as painting and carpen-
try.  Bruce also does power washing and 
screen repair.

Many of Turner’s clients are repeat 
customers, who are only too happy to rec-
ommend him for his fine work to friends 
and family, by word of mouth.

Turner Home Maintenance has es-
tablished a reputation as one of the finest 
in its field in the South Amboy-Sayreville 
area.  Remember, if you need any home 
maintenance work done, give Bruce Turner 
of Turner Home Maintenance a call at 732-
727-8707 for quality work at its finest.

Flashback-1965
The contestants for Miss South Amboy 

Fire Department were Christine Baranowski, 
Louise Burkard and  Diane Peterson.

South Amboy Foodtown was in the festive Christmas spirit when Santa and Mrs. Claus 
paid a visit to the store, and brought smiles to the faces of many youngsters.  Foodtown 
owner, Ed Paczkowski  (r) and employees also had a great time enjoying the festivities.  
(Photo submitted)

The Miraculous Prayer
Dear Heart of Jesus, in the past I have asked for many 

favors.  This time I ask you this my special one (mention 
favor).  Take it, Dear Jesus, and place it within your own 
broken heart, where your Father sees it.  Then, in His merci-
ful eyes, it will become your favor, not mine.  Amen.  (Say 
this prayer for 3 days, promise publication and your favor 
will be granted.  Never known to fail.)  -EP

PRAYER TO THE BLESSED VIRGIN
(Never known to fail)  Oh, most beautiful flower of 

Mt. Carmel, Fruitful vine, splendor of Heaven, blessed 
Mother of the Son of God, Immaculate Virgin, assist 
me in my necessity.  Oh Star of the Sea, help me 
and show me, herein  you are my mother.  Oh, Holy 
Mary, Mother of God, Queen of Heaven and Earth!  I 
humbly beseech you from the bottom of my heart to 
succor me in this necessity.  There are none that can 
withstand your power.  Oh, show me herein you are 
my mother.  Oh Mary, conceived without sin, pray for 
us who have recourse to thee (3 times).  Holy Mary, 
I place this cause in your hands (3 times).  Say this 
prayer for 3 consecutive days.  You must publish  it and 
it will be granted to you.  Thank you.  -B.T.S.

Spaghetti / Meatball
Dinner

The South Amboy Elks are having a 
Spaghetti & Meatball Dinner to benefit 
Veterans on Feb. 4 from 6-9 p.m. at the 
South Amboy Elks, 601 Washington Ave., 
South Amboy.  Cost is $10 per person, $5 
per child, Under 5- FREE.  The dinner also 
includes salad, bread, dessert, coffee and tea.  
Come out and meet our adopted Veterans 
from Menlo Park.  For tickets, call Burk at 
732-721-7523. 

Clothing Fundraiser
St. Mary Parish is accepting donations of 

clean, gently-used clothing and linens such as 
curtains, sheets, towels, blankets, etc., year 
round.  When you are ready to drop your 
items, please call the Parish Office at 732-
721-0179.  Please remember, all donations 
are sent to the needy overseas- they are not 
cut up for use as rags.  Thank you for sup-
porting this fundraiser for St. Mary’s! 
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Yearbook-Sayreville 1976
By Tom Burkard

Elton John’s “Lucy In The Skies With 
Diamonds” ruled the pop charts when the 
Sayreville War Memorial High School Class 
of ’76 returned to school in early September 
1975.  Some of the fine faculty that year 
consisted of Arlene Dusel, Clark Dingman, 
Judith Sforza, Robert Szabo, Carol Kadi, 
Robert Gaspartich, Catherine Halenar, 
Darlene Schwenk.

The Student Council was led by Pres.-
Gary Vrabel; VP-Michelle Callahan; Sec.-
Kathy Wos; Treas.-Mary McDonald.  Donna 
Lyon was President of the Honor Society.  
Jim Baumann and Donna Richardson were 
co-editors-in-chief of the yearbook.

The social season was active, as the 
Student Council raised $728.62, the most 
ever for UNICEF.  Midge Glinsky was 
chosen “Homecoming Queen.”  The winning 
senior float at Homecoming was decorated 
by Lori Michalick and Judy Bienas.  The Fall 
Drama was a big success with “Wait Until 
Dark.”  A 1950’s dance was held in the fall, 
featuring the movie, “American Graffiti,” 
and popcorn was served.  The Christmas 
Concert packed the house on Dec. 23.  The 
spring activity schedule was fun-filled with 
a Bike-A-Thon, and a carnival/school spirit 
slide show.  The school play, “Oklahoma,” 
ran from April 8-10.

Some of the Class of ’76 selected ran-
domly include: Pamela Anderson, Deborah 
Bailey, John Balde, Kim Ballo, Ronald Burke, 
Joseph Cavone, Sandra Chi, Rod Chiason, 
Ken Comerford, Brian Conlon, David Con-
stantineau, Mark Cannon, Michael Cannon, 
Andrew Cross, Thomas Daire, Susan Dan, 

Debra Danku, Mark Dehnz, Valerie De-
Risi, Robert Deuel, Thomas Dodge, Patrick 
Douglas, Dianne Faith, Debbie Fig, Barbara 
Fitting, Beth Forgotson, Charlene French, 
Howard Griffiths, Mark Gulick, Donald Hart, 
Tom Hope, Sam Howarth, Jean Jacobi, John 
Kirk, Barbara Krainski, Evelyn Last, Steve 
Lopez, Karen McCutcheon, Cindy McKeon, 
David McKeon, Joanne Makwinski, Joanne 
Malik, James Malkiewicz, Ron Masarik, 
Cheryl Mathers, Paul Mathisen, Paul Maz-
zarella, Joann Mifsud, Alice Mosakowski, 
Christopher Nigro, Leonard O’Chat, Tom 
Painchaud, John Parsler, Keith Piskorski, 
Kathy Polak, Sue Ann Poland, Diane Pot-
thoff, Debbie Prusakowski, Patricia Pugh, 
Joanne Purcell, Donna Richardson, Stanley 
Rojewski, Robert Rowley, Joan Rudy, Karen 
Rupp, Randy Sabo, Linda Savino, Maureen 
Scheid, Corinne Shell, John Slusher, Gerald 
Small, Deborah Soika, Gerald Strugala, 
Lynn Tischler, Tony Travisano, JoAnne 
Vee, Robert Trzaska, Joanne Wahler, Kim 
Weaver, Scott Wiley, Thomas Wishney, 
Sharon Erickson, Thomas Gorman.

National News in ’76; Jimmy Carter 
narrowly defeated Gerald Ford for President.  
Seven Americans won the Nobel Prize.  
On the 4th of July, America’s Bicentennial 
exploded in a cascade of fireworks and tall 
ships sailing majestically into New York’s 
Hudson River.  The Philadelphia Legion-
naires disease killed 25 conventioneers in 
that city.

In Sayreville sports, the girl’ softball 
team captured the county title and finished 
with a superb 21-2 record under Coach Willis.  
The boys’ baseball team, coached by Tony 
Malara had a fine 16-8 mark.

When the Sayreville War Memorial H.S. 
Class of ’76 graduated, “Love Hangover” by 
Diana Ross, was #1 in the nation.  John Bacho 
was Valedictorian, and Mary Buonaiuto the 
Salutatorian.  Sayreville’s  Class of ’76, was 
a large and lively group with many talented 
people and great expectations.

Really Old People
By Al Gomolka Jr.

Times Poet Laureate
c.1983

Really old people
Are a forgotten commodity 
Of this society
Like a torn encyclopedia
Or a piece of fine silverware
Left to tarnish
By the younger generations
They have seen life at its utmost
And their potential to
Advise and instruct and pacify young 
people
By words or example
Or even just a look on their aged faces
Is a gift that is enormous and unlimited
And something this society should revere.

Auxiliary Meeting
The Sayreville Ladies Auxiliary #4699 

will hold a meeting at 575 Jernee Mill Rd. 
on Jan. 25 at 8 p.m.  All officers are urged 
to attend and all ladies of the auxiliary are 
also welcomed.  Please bring your ideas to 
help our servicemen overseas.  Refresh-
ments will be served.  For more info call 
732-264-3041.

Summer Camp: 
The Benefits Are 
Endless
Mike Tonzola, Camp Director, South Amboy 

YMCA
Should I send them to camp?  Shouldn’t 

I?  The answer is: you should definitely think 
about it.  How do I know if it’s a good camp?  
You will know the minute you walk into a 
camp.  When you send your child to a day 
camp, you need to feel secure that the day 
will be an adventure for them, and that they 
will do something that they can’t necessarily 
do at home with a babysitter.  You have to 
feed their little minds, bodies, and spirits.

YMCA day camp feeds your child’s 
mind by giving those opportunities to think 
for themselves, learn from their mistakes, 
and create memories that will last them into 
adulthood.  They will be able to feed their 
mind in a supervised, encouraging and bully-
free environment.  Campers will feed their 
bodies with activity.  They will stay active 
and moving during the day, through sports, 
hands-on activities, and various games.  
Campers will never have a dull moment while 
at a YMCA day camp.  How can you feed a 
spirit?  At camp, spirits are fed by affirming 
the campers and encouraging them to try 
new things.  Even if their new adventures 
aren’t for them, they can go home at the end 
of the day feeling good about themselves, 
and keep their spirits high.  Every child 
should feel good about their day when they 
go home, and that’s what YMCA day camp 
accomplishes.

While it is hard to think about beaches, 
barbeques, and summer heat, now is the 
time!  Choosing a summer camp home for 
your children could take a couple months.  
Scout out some camps in your area, don’t 
be afraid to ask the camp director questions, 
and above all, make sure you leave feeling 
confident that the most important thing to the 
camp and the most important thing to you 
are the same: the safety of your children.   5 
months to go, Happy Summer!

South Amboy’s 
New
Form Of 
Government

By Tom Burkard
1971-South Amboy’s new form of 

government (strong Mayor-Council form),  
which was approved by voters in the No-
vember 1970 election, was taken from the 
Faulkner Act Plan F, which provides for a 
business manager who will be responsible 
to the mayor and council for the 7 municipal 
departments.

William E. O’Leary was sworn in as 
mayor; Theodore Lewandoski and Robert 
Leslie as councilmen-at-large; Frank Zebro-
councilman of the 1st Ward; Albert Sorren-
tino-councilman of the 2nd Ward, and James 
Inman, the only Republican, who was sworn 
in as councilman of the 3rd Ward.  

Edward McLane became South Am-
boy’s first business administrator in his-
tory.
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Blizzard Blitz
By Steve Schmid

Weather/Transportation Writer
We didn’t get a white Christmas this 

year, but we got snow on Christmas weekend.  
Sayreville and South Amboy were pounded 
by the worst winter storm since January 1996, 
when 2 feet of snow buffeted the area.  

The snow began to fall lightly Sunday 
December 26th around 10 a.m., and it gradu-
ally picked up in intensity until the full force 
of the storm arrived late that afternoon.  
Snow accumulated at the rate of 2-3 inches 
an hour during the height of the storm, and 
winds gusted over 50 miles an hour.  The 
blizzard conditions challenged road crews 
who were hampered by blowing and drift-
ing snow, and parked cars, which prevented 
snowplows from clearing streets to the curb.  
The wind blew the snow back onto roadways 
that were already plowed.  The high winds 
created snowdrifts of 3 feet or more.  The 
blizzard forced suspension of New Jersey 
Transit rail service on the North Jersey Coast 
Line and all NJ Transit bus service.  

Limited rail service was resumed De-
cember 28.  The South Amboy train station 
was very crowded and the trains were packed, 
but people were eventually able to make it 
into work.  A week later, much of the snow 
melted, but snow banks were still observed 
on many local streets.  Sayreville and South 
Amboy officials must deal with the high cost 
of the snow removal, and hope they don’t see 
a blizzard like this for another 15 years.

Comedy Night
Feb. 12

Mechanicsville Hose Co. No. 1 will be 
holding Comedy Night 2011 on Feb. 12 at 
Memorial Hall-across from Sacred Heart 
Church, Washington Ave., South Amboy 
from 7-11 p.m.  Cost is $40 per person, and 
includes Buffet, Beverages, (Soda, Beer, 
Wine) Entertainment (2 Comedians plus 
DJ).  For tickets and info Call 908-296-4254.  
Seating is limited.

BLIZZARD 2010

City worker, Don Braun was the most popular guy in South Amboy when 
people saw him plowing the streets. ( Photos by Tom Burkard) The mail must go through!  USPS Mail Carrier, 

Jimmy Chang battles his way through the snow 
drifts while delivering mail after the blizzard.

This is a typical scene of the aftermath of the big blizzard of December 
2010.

The snow was starting to fall at Waterfront Park’s 
gazebo in South Amboy/Sayreville.
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The South Amboy-Sayreville Rotary held its annual Christmas Party at Anthony’s Bar & 
Grill in South Amboy.  Everyone enjoyed the atmosphere and had a great time!  (Photo by 
Tom Burkard)

Daddy-Daughter Dance
The South Amboy-Sayreville Rotary 

will hold its annual Daddy-Daughter Dance 
on Friday, Feb. 18th.  This popular event 
geared to young ladies in local grade schools 
will be held at the VFW, located on Jernee 
Mill Rd. in Sayreville.  It starts at 7 p.m. with 

a buffet dinner, professional DJ, professional 
photographer and a prom type atmosphere.  
This event is open to all dads and daughters 
in the area.  For more info, contact Gregory 
Wyzykowski at 732-721-0400 or greg@
customfinancial.org.

Valentine’s Day 
2008

By Al Gomolka Jr.
Times Poet Laureate

c.2008
You have gifted my life
By simply being my wife
I want to grow 
In my understanding of you
So that I may forever honor you…
Happy Valentine’s!

Blood Drive-Jan. 30
There will be a Blood Drive at St. 

Mary on Sunday,  Jan. 30 in St. Pat’s Hall, 
from 8:30 a.m. to 2 p.m.  Platelet donation 
machines will be available.  Donors should 
be at least 17 years of age, weigh at least 
110 pounds, and be in good health.  Please 
bring ID and remember to eat before you 
donate.  Homemade goodies will be served, 
and walk-ins are welcome!  Call Sue at 732-
220-7077 for details.

Flashback-1950
South Amboy opera singer, Helen Spina 

appeared at Asbury Park Convention Hall in 
a Christmas concert.

Student Advisory 
Council

The Student Advisory Council (SAC) of 
Sacred Heart School met for their monthly 
meeting on Tuesday, December 14th.  The 
upcoming January Catholic Schools Week 
and Open House were discussed.  Plans to 
survey Creative Kids’ parents was seen as 
an option to determine what factors parents 
consider when deciding where to enroll their 
children for kindergarten and elementary 
school.  The Marketing Committee would 
also like to create a brochure to distribute in 
area homes and other pre-school facilities.  
Increasing awareness of the advantages 
of Sacred Heart School is a priority of SAC 
as preparations are underway for Catholic 
Schools Week and registration for the 2011-
2012 school year at the end of January.  

An e-mail Christmas greeting has been 
sent to alumni listed in the SAC database.
Contact with the alumni is essential to their 
participation in future events at Sacred 
Heart.

You do not have to be a member of 
Sacred Heart parish or a SHS school parent 
to be a member of SAC. All that is required 
is a firm desire to support and promote 
Catholic education.

If you would like to be a member of a 
sub-committee, (no monthly meeting to at-
tend), become an active alumnus, or believe 
you can contribute in any way to the success 
and capital improvements at SHS, please 
e-mail Jorge Gonzalez-Gomez, SAC Chair 
@ mjramscsi@aol.com

PRAYER TO THE BLESSED VIRGIN
(Never known to fail)  Oh, most beautiful flower of 

Mt. Carmel, Fruitful vine, splendor of Heaven, blessed 
Mother of the Son of God, Immaculate Virgin, assist 
me in my necessity.  Oh Star of the Sea, help me 
and show me, herein  you are my mother.  Oh, Holy 
Mary, Mother of God, Queen of Heaven and Earth!  I 
humbly beseech you from the bottom of my heart to 
succor me in this necessity.  There are none that can 
withstand your power.  Oh, show me herein you are 
my mother.  Oh Mary, conceived without sin, pray for 
us who have recourse to thee (3 times).  Holy Mary, 
I place this cause in your hands (3 times).  Say this 
prayer for 3 consecutive days.  You must publish  it and 
it will be granted to you.  Thank you.  -B.T.S.

A PRAYER FOR HEALING
Lord, you invited all who are burdened to come 

to You.  Allow your healing hand to heal me.  Touch 
my soul with Your compassion for others.  Touch 
my heart with Your courage and infinite love for all.  
Touch my mind with Your wisdom, that my mouth may 
always proclaim Your praise.  Teach me to reach out 
to You in my need.  Help me to lead others to You by 
my example.  Most loving Heart of Jesus, bring me 
health in body and spirit so that I may serve You with 
all my strength.  Touch gently this life which you have 
created.  Amen -T.B.

PRAYER TO THE BLESSED VIRGIN
(Never known to fail)  Oh, most beautiful flower of 

Mt. Carmel, Fruitful vine, splendor of Heaven, blessed 
Mother of the Son of God, Immaculate Virgin, assist 
me in my necessity.  Oh Star of the Sea, help me 
and show me, herein  you are my mother.  Oh, Holy 
Mary, Mother of God, Queen of Heaven and Earth!  I 
humbly beseech you from the bottom of my heart to 
succor me in this necessity.  There are none that can 
withstand your power.  Oh, show me herein you are 
my mother.  Oh Mary, conceived without sin, pray for 
us who have recourse to thee (3 times).  Holy Mary, 
I place this cause in your hands (3 times).  Say this 
prayer for 3 consecutive days.  You must publish  it and 
it will be granted to you.  Thank you.  -B.T.S.
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The proud winners show their door prizes, which they won at the Sadie Pope Dowdell 
Library’s Holiday Open House in South Amboy.  (Photo by Tom Burkard) 

Martin Wins Writing
Awards

Chelle Martin, of South Amboy recently 
won the “Best In Show” and the “Laughing 
Lucas” Awards in the San Joaquin, California 
Chapter of Sisters in Crime’s Coveted Dead 
Bird Contest for her short mystery “Cracking 
the Case of Humpty Dumpty.”   Chelle’s story 
is a satire on the alleged death of Humpty 
after he fell (or was pushed) off the wall.  
Congratulations, go out to Chelle, who is 
an outstanding writer!

Venison Dinner-
Feb. 26

Independence Engine & Hose Co. #1 
will be holding its Annual Venison Dinner 
on Feb. 26th at Memorial Hall across from 
Sacred Heart Church, South Amboy.  Doors 
will open at 5 p.m.  The cost is $25 per ticket 
for the Buffet-Style all you can eat dinner, 
and drink beer and soda.  There are a lim-
ited number of tickets available.  For more 
info, call 732-727-0550 or Email: mtoth@
optonline.net.

50th Year Reunion
St. Mary’s High School Class of 1961 

will hold its 50th Year Reunion on Sunday, 
June 26 from 10:30 a.m.-2 p.m. Brunch starts 
at 11 a.m. and lasts until 2 p.m. in the main 
dining room at Buttonwood Manor, 845 Rt. 
34, Matawan, NJ.   For more info, contact 
Arleen Rooney at corgially@yahoo.com or 
Ray Andrejewski at raylor4@ aol.com, or 
go to: St.Mary’s HS 2011 ReUnion to get 
updates and news on classmates.  Arleen and 
Ray are coordinating the Reunion. 

Valentine’s Day 
2009

By Al Gomolka Jr.
Times Poet Laureate

c.2009
Our love takes paths
Both high and shallow
Of thy to me
To fill a hollow
Hands, eyes, and lips
All else will follow…
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Winter 2009

This beautiful winter scene, titled, “Winter Not Too Long Ago” was taken by Mike Gressman 
of Parlin.

Grand Marshals Named / Celebration at 
the AOH

The 2011 South Amboy St. Patrick’s 
Day Parade will be held on Saturday March 
12th, 2011 and the annual tradition of cel-
ebrating the parade honorees continues.  
This year, Grand Marshal Francis “Butch” 
Mulvey, Deputy Grand Marshal, James E. 
Cleary, and Honorary Grand Marshal, Joseph 
DeMarco will be the guests of honor at the 
South Amboy St. Patrick’s Day Parade Grand 
Marshal’s Night, Friday February 4th from 
7-11PM at the AOH Hall in South Amboy. 
There will be a hot and cold buffet, beer, 
wine, and prizes.  Music will be provided 
by DJ Johnny B. Tickets are $25 in advance 
and $30 at the door. Advance tickets can 
be purchased at the AOH Hall 271 Second 
St., South Amboy, or at Foodtown of South 
Amboy.

The parade committee and their newly 
elected chairperson, Betty Sturgis, named 
South Amboy’s own Francis “Butch” Mul-
vey as parade Grand Marshal. A lifelong 
resident of South Amboy, Butch grew up 
in Mechanicsville, attended St. Mary El-
ementary School, and is a graduate of the 
Middlesex County Vocational and Techni-
cal School in Perth Amboy. A Viet-Nam 
era veteran, he served in the U.S. Navy as 
a Seabee until 1968. After the service, he 
followed his father’s footsteps and joined 
the Mechanicsville Hose Company where he 
held the offices of 1st and 2nd Lieutenant, 
Captain, Trustee, Chief Driver, Secretary, and 
finally Chief in 1984. Currently he holds the 
position of President with the company. 

 Butch is a member of the South Amboy 
Firemen’s Relief Association, the Exempt 
Firemen’s Association, the Central Jersey 
Fire Chiefs’ Association, The F.O.W., the 
American Legion, and the New Jersey 
State Firemen’s Police. A communicant of 
St. Mary Church in South Amboy, Butch 
is the proud father of two children, Bryan, 
who resides in New Orleans, La. where he 
is a member of the New Orleans Police De-
partment and daughter Heather,  a  resident 
of South Amboy. He is a loving brother to 
Kathleen Varrano and Jack Mulvey, and 
devoted uncle to 16 nieces and nephews.

Deputy Grand Marshal, James E. Cleary 
another lifelong resident of South Amboy, 
went to St. Mary’s Elementary School. He 
attended Notre Dame, and then received a 
BS in Civil Engineering from NJIT. Jim 
was married to the late Geneva Locovitz 
Cleary who passed away in 2000. He is 
currently married to Barbara Cleary whom 
he met 40 years ago while attending college 
in Indiana.

Mr. Cleary is a registered professional 
engineer and professional land surveyor for 
over 30 years and is a Licensed Professional 
Planner and Certified Municipal Engineer. 
He has also served as Director of Engi-
neering for the City of South Amboy from 
1986 to 2008. In 2004 Jim was selected as 
a member of the NJ State Board of Profes-
sional Engineers and Land Surveyors. He 
is also a member of the National Society 
of Professional Engineers, the NJ Society 
of Professional Engineers, the American 
Society of Civil Engineers, the NJ Society of 
Municipal Engineers, the Garden State Land 
Surveyors Alliance, the American Congress 

of Surveying and Mapping and the National 
Surveyors Historical Society. Since 2005 
he serves as the Township Engineer and 
Director of Community Development for 
the Township of Old Bridge.

Jim is a member of the Knights of Co-
lumbus Council 426, coached in the South 
Amboy Little League, the South Amboy 
Women’s Softball League, and he coached 
St. Mary’s Elementary School Basketball 
for seven years. He has a son, James who 
lives in South Amboy with his wife Tanya 
and their family.

And last but not least, the parade 
committee has proudly named President 
and Chairman of the Board of High Grade 
Beverage Companies, Joseph DeMarco, as 
this year’s Honorary Grand Marshal.  Mr. 
DeMarco has a long and valued history with 
the City of South Amboy, the South Amboy 
Ancient Order of Hibernians, and the beloved 
Colonel David B. Kelly.

Over the years, Mr. DeMarco has been 
the recipient of many prestigious awards, 
including The Saint Peter’s McCarrick 
Award, UNICO Man of the Year, Israel 
Peace Medal, and the Diocese of Metuchen 
Flame of Charity Foundation’s Humanitarian 
of the Year. He is a distinguished veteran, 
serving our country as Second Lieutenant 
in the United States Army and First Lieu-
tenant in the New Jersey National Guard.  
Mr. Demarco continues to be a valuable 
asset to the community. He is an active and 
longtime member of many organizations 
including the Knights of Columbus Council 
#6572, the New Brunswick Elks, and is 
Board Chairman for the American Cancer 
Society. Mr. DeMarco has been married to 
his wife Betty for over 54 years.   They have 
three children; Diana Battaglia, Anthony 
DeMarco & Denise Crutchley and four 
grandchildren: Michael, Maria, Anthony & 
Joseph Battaglia

This year’s South Amboy St. Patrick’s 
Day Parade will be held on Saturday, March 
12th. (Rain date March 26th). It is dedicated 
to the memories of the late Richard Cronin 
and Virginia “Ginny” Tierney. For additional 
information about these events please visit 
the parade website at http://saparade.com/,   
parade committee chairperson, Betty Sturgis 
at 732-261-7350 or rbsturgis@optonline.
net
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Sayreville Councilman David Kaiserman is pictured with his proud family, following his final 
meeting as a member of the Borough of Sayreville Council.  (Photos/info by Nellie Malet)

Sayreville Councilwoman Paula Siarkiewicz gets a beautiful bouquet of flowers from her 
children, following her final meeting as a member of the Borough of Sayreville Council.  
Both outgoing council members received plaques before the meeting.  
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Old Friends

1961-The group comprised mainly of St. Mary’s HS seniors, posed for this classic photo on 
Augusta Street.  Top row (l-r) Joe Nebus, Gary Sczepanik, Thomas Craparo, Jim Lawlor, 
Bob Solinski.  Bottom row (l-r) Lawrence Hanko, Melvin Hospidor, John Ciszewski, James 
Charlton, Leonard Tice.  (Photo by Ray Andrejewski (The Professor).

Student Seeks Sponsors
Anissa Salmon, a junior at Sayreville 

War Memorial H.S. was carefully inter-
viewed and evaluated before being accepted 
to participate as a member of the People to 
People Student Ambassador Program to 
France, Italy and Greece this coming July.  
The 20-day experience includes meetings 
with government officials, educational ac-
tivities, leadership seminars and interaction 
with students, both those she will be traveling 
with from other local high schools, and those 

she will meet on her journey and through a 
home stay with a host family.

The Program tuition is $6,500, which 
includes all transportation, accommodations, 
meals, and educational activities.  Anissa is 
seeking financial sponsors to help with her 
tuition, so if anyone can possibly contribute, 
any amount would be appreciated.  Your 
generous contribution would enable her to 
share in this once-in-a-lifetime opportunity.    
For more information on how you can donate, 
contact Anissa at 732-407-2928. 

Memories Of Vietnam
By Frank Hunt

Leaving Travis Air Base on a “stretch” 
DC-8, which is actually longer, bigger than 
the DC-8.   Every seat  was  taken by GI’s 
in Khakis.  After landing “in country” at 
Tan San Nhut Air Base- through the Re-
placement Depot (REPLDEPLE) and on to 
Camp Bearcat.  So, this is the famous “Big 
Red One.”

Just a big clearing in the jungle.  105mm 
Howitzers-same type used in WW II and 
Korea, but good for Infantry close to Fire 
Support and light enough to be carried by the 
big Chinook helicopter.  I take over number 
4 gun in B Battery, 7th Artillery, First Infantry 
Division.  Airmobile!  I had no training in 
this skill.  However, one cannoneer had done 
it before and showed me how to rig the gun 
to be hooked up.  And away we go!   The 
Howitzer and 25 rounds of High Explosive 
(HE) slung under the Chinook and the gun 
crew inside.  Then landing and getting into 
position and start firing.  Number 2 gun had 
taken ground fire through the floor of the 
Chinook-one cannoneer was hit bad.  This 
really was the Helicopter War!  

Now, the rainy season comes- a night-
mare for the artillery.  Fire missions always 
when the rain pours down- the enemy likes 
to attack then- mostly at night.  Powder 
bags wet- gun shifting in the mud- gunner 
can’t see the aiming posts!  No sleep- cold 
C-Rations.

The first mortar attack- very heavy- 
many rounds hit our battery.  Lucky we 
had dug ground shelters near our gun- some 
didn’t- 20 men wounded by mortar frag-
ments.  Mess SGT hit in the gut- terrible 
screaming- that’s gotta hurt bad.  Finally, 
battle over- back to Bearcat.  My gun crew 
are all draftees, country boys- they’ll be OK.  
First SGT scrounges up some beer for the 
troops.  Good man!

After a week or so, our Battery is in a big 
“Search and destroy” operation: Operation 
ATTELBORO.  B-52’s Carpet Bomb the area 
we will be going into- the ground shakes from 
the 750-pound bombs landing 5 miles away!  
In we go!  More- shoot- communicate, the 
Field Artillery motto.  2 ½ ton trucks tow-
ing our guns.  One time we fire for 3 hours 
continuous.  The enemy is trying to overrun 

the Infantry Battalion we are supporting.  
Number 3 gun blows its recoil system out.  
The paint blisters on our gun tube.  The First 
SGT  puts everybody, cooks, mechanics, 
clerks to work breaking out ammo for us.  
Finally- Cease Fire!  Later, we find out the 
Infantry Battalion Commander under attack 
is Lieutenant Colonel Al Haig, later 4 Star 
General, and even later Secretary of State.  
LTC Haig gets the Distinguished Service 
Cross for this action.  He deserved it!

Always, one Infantry Company is 
“ringed”- dug in around our Battery pro-
tecting us- we are too busy firing to protect 
ourselves.  This type of action over and over 
for 1-year, May 1966-May 1967.

Finally, the First SGT says: “Sarge, you 
gotta go home.”  The nicest words I heard 
all year!  Copter back to Bearcat-then to 
Tan-San-Nhut Air Base and the “Freedom 
Bird” (The plane that takes you back to the 
USA)!  Goodbye and farewell BIG RED 
ONE and Vietnam!

FOOD TO DIE FOR
By Elaine Holton Scott

Too much starch; not enough fiber; too 
much fat; not enough calcium; too much 
salt; not enough greens, and on and on it 
goes.  After losing our youth, we just might 
lose our sanity, too, with all of our concerns 
over which foods we should be eating and 
those we shouldn’t.   Grocery shopping has 
become like a CSI investigation, as we hunt 
for items stating, “Fat Free,” “Sugar Free,” 
and “0% Trans Fat,” then, tediously scan each 
product label to see how much cholesterol, 
sugar and sodium each contains.  Even fresh 
produce has become “suspicious,” if it’s not 
organically grown and twice the price.  

Substitution is now the name of the game 
for us.  Instead of buying whole milk, we 
buy the thin watery 2% or skim, and some-
times even “milk” made from soy beans, 
non-hydrogenated margarine for real butter, 
and lots of herbs and spices in place of salt.  
Trying to “slow down” on red meat, into 
our shopping carts go packages of ground 
chicken and turkey, skinless chicken breasts, 
Italian turkey sausages, and that cardboard 
tasting turkey bacon.   Packages of white 
rice are substituted with brown, enriched 
pasta with the whole grain kind, and good 
old American white bread with loaves made 
from bland tasting wheat.   In these “mature” 
years of our lives, when baked, boiled, and 
broiled has become a way of life, it’s impos-
sible not to yearn for that “to die for food” 
of long ago.

Fried chicken, hot and greasy from the 
frying pan, sweet Jersey corn, well-salted 
and dripping with melting butter, potato 
salad loaded with boiled eggs and mayon-
naise, and “washing it all down” with a big 
glass of whole milk, delivered fresh just that 
morning by the milkman.  If we were really 
lucky, for dessert a thick slice of homemade 
pie with a large plop of sweetened whipped 

cream on top.    Afterwards, we’d lick the 
grease from our fingers, enjoying every bit 
of it to the end.  A meal just couldn’t get 
much better than that. 

Back when “pass the salt, please,” were 
the most common words heard around the 
supper table, and before fast food places 
populated the earth, the kitchen stove had 
been where all the magic happened. Melt 
in your mouth, breaded pork chops; Pol-
ish kielbasa and Italian sausage squirting 
fat when poked with a fork; crispy bacon 
with eggs fried in the bacon’s grease; fried 
fritters heavy with oil; bowls of homemade 
soup with droplets of fat swimming on top; 
mashed potatoes covered in thick gravy; 
pierogis fried in butter to a golden-brown; 
fried baloney and pork roll sandwiches; and 
scratch cakes made light and fluffy by the use 
of lard are just a few of the old-time comfort 
foods flavored by “nature’s seasonings” of 
fat, grease and oil, plus a heavy-handed use 
of the salt shaker.  

With a sobering realization, I begin to 
remember something else.  I can’t recall 
many elderly men and women from my 
childhood.  Most people, especially middle-
aged males, had started “dropping like flies” 
while in their 50’s, and some even sooner.  
In that time when “an apple a day keeps the 
doctor away” was about it when it came to 
preventive health care, no one had heard 
of cholesterol.  Believing that all food was 
“a gift from God,” everyone had eaten the 
fatty, artery-clogging dishes just like the 
kind Paula Deen wants her fans to eat today.   
Adults hadn’t even known that high blood 
pressure was made even higher by salt and 
the sodium used in processed foods, nor that 
the starch in food turns to sugar and could 
be fatal to a diabetic.  I guess it could be 
said in a very literal sense how the “to die 
for food” of our youth had been eaten like 
there was no tomorrow.

A Successful You! 
Planning Your 
Success 

Success doesn’t just happen. It’s 
planned. Learn how to effectively create, 
strategize, and activate your plan for success. 
Through this seminar, you’ll learn effective 
ways to define your objectives and utilize 
structured methods to achieve success. 
Planning Your Success is Part 1 of a 3 part 
series taking place at Sayreville Public Li-
brary on Saturday, January 22 from 2:00-3:30 
pm. Look for Attracting Joy on February 12th 
and Turn Your Goals to Gold on March 12th. 
If you have any questions about this program 
or would like to register, contact Alaina 
by phone at (732)727-0212 x25 or email: 
alainad@lmxac.org.

Rock And Rant
By Rev. Buck Daddy Flash

We celebrate two birthdays this New 
Year’s month, even though we are focused 
on at least one New York team caught in the 
climax of another football season. While 
my team is getting better at golf, there are 
some Jets fans hoping for a miracle in New 
England. So let’s stick a candle in a peanut 
butter bacon and banana sandwich and sing 
a verse of sto-lat to The King Elvis Presley, 
who now resides in Chuck Berry’s Promised 
Land. We as diverse Americans should put 
another candle in that sandwich for a man 
who had a dream and made this country 
ease the lines of discrimination. We should 
not think of Martin Luther King as the man 
who gave us another day off in January, 
but as a leader who wasn’t afraid to push 
for the rights of us all. He helped to fight 
the power like the Isley Brothers sing and 
start to put all people on the same level. So 
when you have that Monday off next year, 
set aside some time to think how much bet-
ter this place could be if James Earl Ray did 
not shoot MLK on that balcony early April 
4th. ENJOY 

Dowdell Library 
Gets Grant

 The Sadie Pope Dowdell Library of 
South Amboy is a recipient of the Broadband 
Technology Opportunity Program (BTOP) 
grant awarded by the National Telecommu-
nications and Information Administration 
(NTIA).  This grant has been awarded in 
order to assist in the economic recovery of 
NJ residents and lower the unemployment 
rate. During the next three years, the New 
Jersey State Library will provide: upgraded 
broadband Internet connectivity; E-rate con-
sulting; professional development sessions 
and job readiness computer training courses; 
access to free electronic resources such as the 
Job & Career Accelerator, Market Research 
reports from Frost and Sullivan as well as 
access to content from NJN Workforce 
Development portal.

The Job & Career Accelerator is avail-
able from the library’s web page and “is 
an incredible community resource that is 
available from home, office or within the 
library,” comments Library Director, Elaine 
Gaber.  It is free of charge to community 
members with library cards. Once you are 
logged onto the Job & Career Accelerator, 
you could take a survey to explore your 
career options, find current job openings, 
prepare and polish your resume, take a free 
computer training course, select a practice 
educational or occupational test, as well as 
track your progress!  

For additional information or to find out 
about free resume prep courses for South 
Amboy residents, log onto www.dowdell.org 
or contact the library directly at comments@
dowdell.org or 732.721.6060.  
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WWW.?

This should be a pretty easy mystery photo to start the New Year off for our many WWW.? 
enthusiasts.  If it looks familiar to you, send your answer in to: thesatimes@aol.com., and 
see if you can give the two-time defending champion, W. Tom Kross a run for his money.

December Winners

Champion

W. Tom Kross of South Amboy captured his second consecutive, undefeated championship 
by naming all 12 of our WWW.? (Mystery Photos) correctly throughout 2010.  Kross, who 
knows South Amboy and Sayreville inside out, said, “It is a nice feeling to win, but it takes 
time, and being a Fireman in South Amboy for over 40 years has helped.  This year was a 
lot harder, plus you added some tricks in your photos.  Two years in a row was great, but 
only time will tell.  Also, when I see a picture, I try to think of its location and then I will try and 
recall, and then go with my gut and check it out.  Every photo that appeared, even though I 
was sure, I went to the sight and checked it just to make sure it was right.” Congratulations 
Tom on your second straight perfect season!

To South Amboy Residents,
The South Amboy First Aid consists 

of 59 volunteers of whom 35 are regular 
members, 18 are associate members and 6 
are cadets (under 18 years of age).  These 
59 individuals donated their time and skills 
last year to respond to 978 calls for help by 
the citizens of South Amboy, the surround-
ing towns and those just passing through 
our pleasant little town (MVA’s) as well as 
supporting the Fire Dept., also all volun-
teer.  In addition to answering calls for aid, 
regardless of the time of day, or weather 
conditions, the members put in additional 
hours maintaining the ambulances, building 
and fund raising along with managing their 
own personal day to day lives, families and 
jobs.  The members of SAFA would like to 
offer their sincerest thanks to every South 
Amboyan who donated to our 2010 fund 
drive.  We’re glad we can help you, so thank 
you for helping us.

Sincerely,
Janet M. Salmon

Tom,
You and your newspaper have rekindled 

my old South Amboy spirit.  You give me 
the historical of which I fondly remember, 
though how far back makes me realize how 
age creeps up on you.  The current events 
show me how, a town I once heard was on 
the decline, has picked itself up and turned 
itself back into “The Pleasant Little City.”

At one point, my extended family (You 
don’t want to know how many relatives with 
different recognizable South Amboy names) 
had a reunion each year at the old Water 
Works.  We still meet every year, but a lot 
of us talk about The SA Times via Facebook 
or e-mail.  We still feel a bond with South 
Amboy.  A few months ago, I was able to 
spend some time driving parts of the city, 
and taking some pictures.  Hopefully, in the 
near future, I’ll be back to see the rest  of 
South Amboy.

Thank You,
John Coan
(South Amboy native)
Forked River, NJ

Dear Tom,
My husband and I love your newspaper!  

It is so refreshing to read news that is fam-
ily-centered.  Thank you for presenting a 
publication that is worthy of honor.

Marlene Koenig  Placzek
(Formerly of South Amboy)

Tom,
Continue the excellent job that you and 

your staff are doing!  Wish you the best in 
2011!

W. Tom Kross
South Amboy

Dear Editor,
I really enjoy reading The SA Times!  

You do a great job with the newspaper!
Julie Barlowski
Sayreville

Tom,
I am certainly enjoying your book, “Jack 

McKeon: Baseball, Cigars and St. Theresa.”  
This brings back so many good memories.  
My dad knew Jack as he grew up on John 
St., with his brothers and sisters.  My dad 
was Captain of the South Amboy First Aid 
Squad for several years.  I grew up on Bor-
dentown Ave. before we moved to Parlin in 
1955.  I loved South Amboy!  I went online 
to the Dowdell.org site and have been reading 
back issues of The South Amboy-Sayreville 
Times.  Great job!  I enjoyed your article on 
Tom “Red” Kelly.

I remember the days playing ball against 
Curt Wood, and there was a red-headed Hoff-
man player (Billy Clayton)- the duo were 
feared until they met us at St. Mary’s.  I re-
member Joe Theismann (retired quarterback 
for the Washington Redskins, who played for 
South River- a pitcher and shortstop who was 
drafted by the Yankees, I believe, and also 
Sayreville High’s Costy Pawlowski, who 
was a pitcher, and I think was drafted by 
Cincinnati.  Also, Roger Feltz who played 
for Sayreville and now lives in Florida, Bruce 
Taylor, a wide receiver for the 49’ers, and 
his brother Brian, who played for Princeton 
and the Nets.  They were from Perth Amboy.  
They also had a brother Blake, who was 
supposed to be better than both.  Who could 
forget John Somogyi from the St. Peter’s 
basketball team?  What a shooter!  Yes, there 
are so many great memories…

Bill Farrell
(Formerly of South Amboy/Parlin)
Arizona 

Dear Tom,
Have a great New Year and keep up 

the great work!  We all appreciate your 
good work!

Lynn Loy
Morgan
Juggernaut On
You Tube

Juggernaut Update
A special thank you goes out to Ray 

Andrejewski, formerly of South Amboy, and 
currently residing in California, for telling us 
the correct location of the Juggernaut movie 
about the staged train wreck at Duck’s Nest 
in Sayreville 95 years ago.  Ray said to be 
sure that you go to: YouTube-The Jugger-
naut-Part II.

PRAYER TO THE BLESSED VIRGIN
(Never known to fail)  Oh, most beautiful flower of 

Mt. Carmel, Fruitful vine, splendor of Heaven, blessed 
Mother of the Son of God, Immaculate Virgin, assist 
me in my necessity.  Oh Star of the Sea, help me 
and show me, herein  you are my mother.  Oh, Holy 
Mary, Mother of God, Queen of Heaven and Earth!  I 
humbly beseech you from the bottom of my heart to 
succor me in this necessity.  There are none that can 
withstand your power.  Oh, show me herein you are 
my mother.  Oh Mary, conceived without sin, pray for 
us who have recourse to thee (3 times).  Holy Mary, 
I place this cause in your hands (3 times).  Say this 
prayer for 3 consecutive days.  You must publish  it and 
it will be granted to you.  Thank you.  -B.T.S.

Last month’s WWW.? Mystery Photo 
contest was a real easy one for locals.  It was 
a picture of the Gazebo at Waterfront Park 
in South Amboy/Sayreville.  W.Tom Kross, 
recently crowned undefeated champion for 
his second consecutive year in 2010, cor-
rectly identified it, as did the first WWW.? 
champion Marion Mills, who won the title 
in 2008.  Other winners who knew it was the 
Gazebo are: Charlie Kampo, Allan Polan-

ski, Estelle Pluskota, Richie Lungermann, 
Mary Agnes Morris, Charlotte Sadowski, 
Mary Ann Matarangolo, Pam Kenny, Joan 
Fulham, Peggy Yuhas,  Lynn Loy, Michael 
Greenhaus.

PRAYER TO THE BLESSED VIRGIN
(Never known to fail)  Oh, most beautiful flower of 

Mt. Carmel, Fruitful vine, splendor of Heaven, blessed 
Mother of the Son of God, Immaculate Virgin, assist 
me in my necessity.  Oh Star of the Sea, help me 
and show me, herein  you are my mother.  Oh, Holy 
Mary, Mother of God, Queen of Heaven and Earth!  I 
humbly beseech you from the bottom of my heart to 
succor me in this necessity.  There are none that can 
withstand your power.  Oh, show me herein you are 
my mother.  Oh Mary, conceived without sin, pray for 
us who have recourse to thee (3 times).  Holy Mary, 
I place this cause in your hands (3 times).  Say this 
prayer for 3 consecutive days.  You must publish  it and 
it will be granted to you.  Thank you.  -B.T.S.
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Rock ‘n’ Roll superstar group, Bon Jovi was 
not chosen for induction into the Rock and 
Roll Hall of Fame this year.  Jon Bon Jovi, 
leader of the band, and lead singer, who 
formerly resided in Sayreville, is pictured 
singing his heart out during a concert, with 
lead guitarist Richie Sambora, who lived 
in Woodbridge, playing in the background.  
(Photo by Scott Keagy)

Bon Jovi Snubbed For Hall Of Fame
By Tom Burkard

Bon Jovi, one of the greatest rock ‘n’ roll 
bands of all-time, will not be in attendance 
at the 26th Induction Ceremony of the Rock 
and Roll Hall of Fame, which will be held 
at the Waldorf Astoria in New York City on 
March 14th.  Incredibly, the group, led by 
former Sayreville resident, Jon Bon Jovi, was 
passed over for Darlene Love, Alice Cooper, 
Tom Waits, and Dr. John.  The only other 
entertainer who was selected and deserves 
the honor is the great Neil Diamond.

Darlene Love had 2 Top 40 hits in 1963, 
(Today I Met) The Boy I’m Gonna Marry 
which peaked at #39, and Wait Til’ My Bobby 
Gets Home #26.  She was also the lead singer 
with the The Crystals, and Bob B. Soxx & 
The Blue Jeans.  The Crystals had a #1 hit 
with “He’s A Rebel” in ’62, and five other 
pretty good Top 40 hits.  Bob B. Soxx had two 
Top 40’s, nothing spectacular though.  Alice 
Cooper had 11 Top 40 hits from 1971-1989, 
but no number 1’s, although “School’s Out” 
remains an anthem today, 39 years later after 
it peaked at #7 in ’72.  Tom Waits and Dr. 
John must have lots of friends in high places 
to even be mentioned in the same breath as 
Bon Jovi, no less be selected to the Hall of 
Fame over  them.

From 1984-2000 alone, Bon Jovi had 
racked up 19 Top 40 hits, including 5 number 
1’s and 5 Top 10’s.   Not to mention this mega 
group has sold well-over 100 million albums, 
which is truly an incredible accomplishment!  
There is definitely something wrong with 
the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame’s selection 
committee!

Bon Jovi  Is #1
The New Jersey rock ‘n’ roll band, Bon 

Jovi, led by former Sayreville resident Jon 
Bon Jovi, were the highest grossing concert 
tour for 2010, with an incredible $201.1 
million earned for its worldwide tour.  Bon 
Jovi topped such big-name acts like AC/DC, 
U2, Lady Gaga and Metallica. 

Popular rocker Glen Burtnik, who played with Styx, strikes a very cool pose at the Count 
Basie Theatre’s annual Holiday Party. (Photos by Tom Burkard) 

Numa Saisselin, CEO of Count Basie Theatre  (l) and rocker Glen Burtnik posed for this 
shot at Count Basie’s annual Holiday Party.  Numa’s band performed, and he turned in an 
excellent rendition on lead vocals for “Gloria.” 

#1 Pop Hits On Jan. 
22
2001-Independent Women-Destiny’s 
Child
1991-Love Will Never Do-Janet Jackson
1981-(Just Like) Starting Over-John Len-
non
1971-My Sweet Lord-George Harrison
1961-Wonderland By Night-Bert Kaemp-
fert

#1 Country Hits On 
Jan. 22
1991-Unsanswered Prayers-Garth Brooks
1981-I Love A Rainy Night-Eddie Rabbitt
1971-Rose Garden-Lynn Anderson
1961-North To Alaska-Johnny Horton

Symphony X Tours In Europe
By Tom Burkard

Symphony X, the worldwide popular 
Progressive Metal band, led by former South 
Amboy resident, Michael Romeo on guitar, 
kicks off its “European Power of Metal 
2011 tour in Stuttgart, Germany on Feb. 
25th, and ends on March 26th at Tunis.  The 

co-headliner with Symphony X is the band 
called Nevermore.  The North America 2011 
portion of the tour gets underway on April 
21st at the Trocadero in Philadelphia.

Romeo founded Symphony X in 1994, 
and the group has toured all over the world, 
as well as sold millions of albums.

Music Trivia
#1 Hits 1986 ~ 25 Years Ago

By Tom Burkard

1.__That’s What Friends Are For a.Pet Shop Boys
2.__Kyrie b.Dionne & Friends
3.__Sara c.Steve Winwood
4.__Greatest Love Of All d.Madonna
5.__You Give Love A Bad Name e.Simply Red
6.__Higher Love f.Mr. Mister
7.__Holding Back The Years g.The Bangles
8.__Sledgehammer h.Peter Cetera
9.__True Colors i.Bon Jovi
10._Stuck With You j.Whitney Houston
11._Papa Don’t Preach k.Boston
12._Walk Like An Egyptian l.Peter Gabriel
13._West End Girls m.Huey Lewis & The News
14._Glory Of Love n.Starship
15._Amanda o.Cyndi Lauper

Answers 
1b 2f 3n 4j 5i 6c 7e 8l 9o 10m 11d 12g 13a 14h 15k.

PRAYER TO ST. JUDE
(To be said when problems arise or when one seems 

to be deprived of all visible help, on far cases almost 
despaired of). Most holy Apostle St. Jude, faithful servant 
and friend of Jesus, the church honors and invokes you 
universally as the patron of hopeless cases, of things 
almost despaired of, pray for me, I am so helpless and 
alone. Make use I implore you of that particular privilege 
given to you, to bring visible and speedy help where help 
is almost despaired of. Come to my assistance in this 
great need that I may receive the consolation and help of 
heaven in all my necessities, tribulations, and sufferings., 
and that I may praise God with you and all the elect 
forever.  I promise O Blessed St. Jude, to be ever mindful 
of this great favor, to always honor you as my special and 
powerful patron, and to gratefully encourage devotion to 
you. Amen.  Thank You St. Jude. -E.P..

Holiday Decorating 
Winners

The Sayreville Recreation Dept. thanks 
all of the residents who participated in the 
Annual Holiday House Decorating contest.  
The winners are: Restivo Family, Crabtree 
Family, Quinn Family, Freyer Family, Myers 
Family, Schlenger Family, Knoth Family, 
Deroma Family, Balska Family, Salvatore 
Family, Leonard Family, Flaherty Family, 
Majgi Family, and Aperawic Family.  Con-
gratulations to all!

Rock star Dave “Snake” Sabo (l) and Mike Thompson, the Chief Engineer of Iron Sound 
Productions in Spotswood are pictured talking to students at the Sayreville War Memorial 
High School Music room.  Both men are graduates of SWMHS, and visited the school to share 
their life experiences in the music industry with the students.  (Photo by Brian Stratton)
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School Sports By Tom Burkard
(As of Jan. 11)

Jillian Webber, South Amboy’s leading scorer 
and rebounder scores another basket.  (Photo 
by Brian Stratton)

Dustin DeVoe, a senior, leads the South 
Amboy Guvs scoring attack.  (Photo by 
Brian Stratton)

Girls Basketball
Cardinal McCarrick (6-0) Coach Lynn 

Ust has her Lady Eagles once again, look-
ing like one of the top teams in the county.  
Olivia Gorczynski, fresh off from scoring 
her 1,000th point leads the powerful team 
that also features Maggie Presnal, Lexi 
Born, Jen Shereyka and freshman Jackie 
Rodriguez.

South Amboy (5-3) Jillian Webber and 
Kait Hubbard are the top scorers for 1st year 
Coach Rob Halsey’s Lady Guvs.  Soph Ni-
cole Burns also contributes for SA.

Sayreville (2-6) The top performers for 
the Bomber have been Bridget Giovenco, 
Jamilla Manley, Natasha Gordon, Rachel 
Harris, and Alexis Baker.

Boys Basketball
Cardinal McCarrick (6-1) After getting 

shocked by Woodbridge in the season opener, 
the Eagles of Coach Joe Lewis are flying high 
again with 5 straight wins.  Six players have 
been stepping up, big-time including Capt. 
Charlie Gorman, Jumanne McDaniel, Ahmid 
Williams, freshman Marques Townes, Will 
Thomas and Jeremy Cruz.

Sayreville (1-7) Soph Joe Saitta leads 
the scoring attack, and is supported by soph 
Danny Wojcik, Trey Johnson, Chris Pineiro, 
Syd Holt, Daryl Stephenson, Bryant Webb, 
Mike Phair, and freshman Corey Taite.

South Amboy (0-8) Dustin DeVoe is the 
Guvs’ bona-fide big scorer, and gets better 
with each game.   Aaron Radich and Rob 
Burns also provide some scoring support.

Girls Bowling
Cardinal McCarrick (8-0) Coach Mau-

reen Jones’ Lady Eagles looks like one of the 
finest teams in the county again this season.  
The Blue & Gold is led by Nicole Higgins, 
Katie Latham and Katie Rose Noble. South 
Amboy (0-5), Sayreville (0-11).

Boys Bowling
Sayreville (11-0) The Bombers are still 

one of the greatest bowling teams in the state.  
The hottest bowlers recently have been, Phil 
Bailey, Ryan Roberts, Eric Applegate, and 
Jay Ciszewski.

Cardinal McCarrick (5-4-1) Dan Rack 
and Zack Durso have been leading the 
Eagles recently.

South Amboy (2-3-1) Phil Oppen-
heimer, Joe Keegan and Ray Ghigliotty 
have been the top Guvs over the last few 
games.

Boys Swimming
Sayreville (0-3-1) Peter Dufrat, Mike 

Astarita, and Skyler Lutz are the top two 
swimmers thus far.

Girls Swimming
Sayreville (0-3) The best Bomber 

swimmers to date are Maureen McKenn and 
Elizabeth Kaczmara. 

Wrestling
Sayreville (4-2) Coach Anton Atter-

bury’s top Bomber wrestlers and their records 
are: 103-Mike Bohling (12-0) 119-Anthony 
Geiger (10-1) 152-Noel Santiago (9-3) 189-
Nick Richiusa (5-4) 215-Chris Raub (9-2) 
285-Tyler Carlock (8-2).Bombers Win

Winter Classic
Sayreville’s outstanding boys bowling 

team, under Coach Mike Weinert captured 
its second successive Central Jersey Winter 
Classic championship with a team score of 
1194-1098-1018 for a 3310 total, to finish 
ahead of East Brunswick 3251, and third 
place South Brunswick 3141. 

Senior Phil Bailey turned in the meet’s 
second highest series with a 268-256-
233- 757, and sophomore teammate Jay 
Ciszewski’s first game 279 tied for third 
best, and featured strikes in his first 9 frames.  
Congratulations, Bombers on another stellar 
showing!

Bohling Wins 2
Tournaments

Sayreville’s talented senior wrestler 
Mike Bohling is off to an incredible 12-0 
record, wrestling in the 103-pound class.  In 
addition, he opened the season by winning the 
TCNJ Pride Tournament, and also captured 
the prestigious Mustang Classic champion-
ship, which featured some of the state’s top 
wrestlers.  Congratulations, Mike!

Bomber Girls Win 
First

The Sayreville Bombers girls’ basket-
ball captured its first victory of the season, 
42-40 over West Windsor-Plainsboro South 
on a clutch 3-point basket by Bridget Gio-
venco with only 0:14 left in the consolation 
game of the War of the Worlds Tournament 
at Plainsboro.  Giovenco finished with 10 
points, and Natasha Gordon led the way 
with 17. 

Lady Eagles Cop 
Tourney

The Lady Eagles of Cardinal McCarrick 
HS breezed to the Vaughn C. Stapleton Tour-
nament championship over the holidays.  

CM annihilated Plainfield in the open-
ing round, 66-15.  Lexi Born pumped in 16 
points and grabbed 10 rebounds, while Olivia 
Gorczynski scored 9.

The Blue & Gold raced to the champion-
ship crown by blasting Bridgewater-Raritan, 
54-31.  Gorczynski was outstanding, as she 
poured in 18 points for the champs.  Con-
gratulations Coach Ust and Lady Eagles on 
a job well-done!

McCarrick Wins 
Tourney

Cardinal McCarrick boys’ basketball 
team swept two games to capture the Msgr. 
Kelly Tournament title at Somerville.  In 
the first round contest, the Eagles topped a 
strong Msgr. Farrell of Staten Island, 81-74 
in overtime.  Capt. Charlie Gorman topped 
the scoring brigade with 22 points.  Team-
mates Ahmid Williams chipped in with 19, 
and freshman phenom Marques Townes 
hit for 16.

In the title tilt, the Blue & Gold belted 
tourney host, Immaculata, 63-50.  Jumanne 
McDaniel scored 17 points and grabbed 7 
rebounds, Ahmid Williams scored 15 and 
ripped 8 bounds, Townes chipped in with 
15 points and 6 rebounds, and Jeremy Cruz 
scored 12 points for the champions.  Con-
gratulations Coach Lewis and the Eagles on 
an outstanding tournament!

Rondesko Stars
At South River

Dave Rondesko, son of Wally Rondes-
ko, who was a star pitcher for the Sayreville 
Bombers in the 1970’s, has really made a 
big name for himself at South River HS.  
Dave, a senior, has been a standout baseball 
player for the Rams, and in his first year on 
the soccer team, helped the team to the state 
championship.  Congratulations, Dave!

Ruiz Misses Record
Cardinal McCarrick’s star running back, 

Jose Ruiz, just missed the school record 
for most yards rushing in a season.  The 
talented speedster, piled up 1,078 yards, 
barely missing the record of 1,100, set by 
Dontre Merricks in 2007. 

Sayreville Boys Win 
First

Coach John Wojcik’s Sayreville Bomb-
ers boys’ basketball club defeated Dunellen, 
58-53 to capture its first win of the season, 
after 7 setbacks.  Freshman point guard, 
Corey Taite topped the Blue & Gray with 17 
points, while junior Bryant Webb chipped 
in with 11.  

2010 Soccer
Recap
Girls

Sayreville had a fine season with an 
11-8 record.  Fahreta Kolenovic led the 
Bombers with 23 goals, 4 assists, and 50 
points (#5 in the county).  Cardinal Mc-
Carrick turned in a 6-9-1 mark.  Amanda 
Murray netted 21 goals and had 7 assists 
for 49 points (#8 in the county).  South 
Amboy had a tough 4-13-2 season. 
Boys

Sayreville finished with an excellent 
15-4-1 mark, and won the White Division 
title.  Led by county scoring champion, 
Olisa Eze, who scored 69 points, and also 

topped the county with 31 goals, he got 
plenty of help from his brother Emeka Eze, 
who scored 14 goals and had 8 assists for 
36 points.  Cardinal McCarrick had a tough 
season with a 6-13 showing.  Shaun Park 
led the Eagles with 14 goals, and a total of 
29 points.  The South Amboy Guvs had an 
even rougher year, finishing 5-14.  It wasn’t 
all gloom and doom for the Purple & Gold, 
as they presented Coach Tony Gonsalves 
with his 300th career victory, which put him 
in some very elite soccer coaching company 
in New Jersey.

Bailey Bowls 
Perfect Game

Sayreville senior Phil Bailey rolled the 
first perfect game in the school’s history 
on January 3rd, in a victory over Carteret.   
The 300 was part of an amazing 790 series.   
Bailey’s previous high-game was a 289.  
Phil is currently tied for the GMC’s highest 
average, a 226, along with teammate Jay 
Ciszewski.  Congratulations, Phil on your 
outstanding accomplishment! 

Guvs Win First
Mike Zamitt’s two clutch free throws 

with 0:41 left in overtime, gave the South 
Amboy Governors a 63-62 win over Perth 
Amboy Tech for their first win of the season 
after 8 setbacks.   Aaron Radich paced the 
Purple & Gold with 25 points, 20 coming 
following halftime.
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Fishing Flashes 
By Teo “Weebles” Weber

Salt Water
 It’s the Weeblemeister wishing you 

another great fishing year once again for 
2011.  Striped Bass fishing is now over in 
both the bay and ocean.  Raritan Bay is closed 
until March 1st, but the cold has just about 
eliminated any ocean surf fishing.  Mackerel 
arrived between Christmas and New Years, 
but the catches are scattered and inconsistent.  
It may get better later on, but that depends 
on the movement of the fish offshore.  There 
are reports of some Herring in Shark River 
Inlet in Belmar.  Party Boat fishing is mostly 
Ling and a few Blackfish on the Mud Hole 
Wrecks.  Inshore the Blackfish have slowed 
down and many boats have packed it in 
for the winter.  Further offshore there are 
some Cod, a few Pollack and Ling provid-
ing decent fishing.  New Jersey was under 
the quota for Fluke landing for 2010.  This 
means a possible loosening of the current 
strict regulations, but anything can happen.  
There is talk of cutting back on Sea Bass fish 
landings with a possible 2 fish at 13 inches, 
which would effectively kill special giant 
Sea Bass trips offshore. 
Fresh Water

A few Trout were caught in the Flat-
brook and Pequest before the intense cold and 
blizzard.  Now it’s ice fishing on safe ice on 
Lake Hopatcong and Budd Lake.  Pickerel 
and Perch are being caught on Shiner baited 
tip ups.  A few Walleye were caught in the 
Delaware River before the Snow.

George Street 
Grammar School

In November, we ran a vintage picture 
of what appeared to be Hoffman High School 
after the South Amboy Explosion of 1950.   
Jim Phillips of South Amboy sent a letter 
to The SA Times stating that it was a photo 
of George Street Grammar School.    An 
anonymous reader recently sent us their 
very detailed memories of the structure in 
the photo.  

The unidentified reader’s report on the 
“George Street Grammar School” as it ap-
parently was named follows:

“It was a 12 room, 3 stories building 
fronting George Street;  located on the north 
side of the 200 block of George Street, be-
tween Stevens Ave. (West) and Broadway 
(E).  The building was situated between the 
rear entrance driveway to City Hall and a 
graveled lane connecting George and John 
Streets.  Looking north the boys playground 
was on the left side, and girls on the right.  

George Street Grammar School was 
connected to Harold G. Hoffman H.S. by 
a bridge over the alley between the build-
ings.  The bridge entered from the 2nd floor 
of George Street Grammar School to the 
2nd floor of Hoffman H.S. via a set of steps 
downward into the high school building.”

The anonymous writer went on to de-
scribe in detail the exact location of all the 
classrooms, and nurses office in the entire 
3 floor structure!  What a memory!

In addition, the person listed all of 
the teachers and grades: “Kindergarten-
Ms. Mack; 1st Grade-Ms. Applegate; 2nd 
Grade-Ms. Dyer; 3rd Grade-Ms. McNeal; 4th 
Grade-Ms. King;  7th Grade-Ms. Goldberg, 
Homeroom; Music-Mr. Riker; Room #9-
Ms. Berman. 

The 5th and 6th grades attended the 
Fourth Street School, located at Fourth and 
Potter Streets.  The teachers there were Ms. 
Leedom and Ms. McCaffery.”

*A special thank you to this anonymous 
writer for taking the time to provide us with 
this important historical background on the 
George Street Grammar School. 
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Sayreville basketball legend, Jeff Osowski has had a most incredible life and highly successful 
career.  (Photo by Tom Burkard)

Where Have You Gone, Jeff Osowski?
An Exclusive Interview 

By Tom Burkard

By the time Jeff Osowski graduated from 
Sayreville War Memorial High School in 
1965, he had shattered most of the school’s 
scoring and rebounding records, and even 
more importantly became Middlesex Coun-
ty’s All-Time “Scoring King” in 1965.

Jeff Osowski attended Roosevelt El-
ementary School on Washington Road from 
Kindergarten to 4th grade.  For grades 5-8, 
he went to what was the brand new Emma 
Arleth Elementary School in Parlin.  He 
recalled that, “My 7th grade teacher was 
Stanley Garbowski, who played basketball 
and other sports at Sayreville HS, under 
the legendary coach, John Gutkowski.  Mr. 
Garbowski  was a strong influence on me, as 
was Mr. Gutkowski, although I never played 
basketball under him.  He did, however, teach 
me many important fundamentals as a coach 
at the Rutgers Prep Basketball Camp, which 
I attended for all 4 years in high school.”

When and where did you start playing 
sports, and for what teams?

“My brother Mike is 4 years older than 
me, and was one of the stars on the 1960-61 
Sayreville HS team.  I first started playing 
basketball in pick-up games in our back-
yard with all his friends.  This helped me 
a great deal, because I was playing against 
guys who were 4 years older than me.  This 
toughened me up a lot, and made me work 
hard for every shot, basket, and advantage.  
I owe a lot to Mike for introducing me to 
basketball and letting his little brother get 
under foot in those games.  My dad, Walter, 
was a huge supporter of both of us, and for 
youth sports in general.  He built our backyard 
court and tolerated many broken windows 
until he installed protective bars on them.  
He also built the first Little League field at 
President’s Park, which is still there.

I started playing organized basketball in 
the Sayreville Municipal leagues in the 7th 
grade or so.  They were organized and run by 
another Sayreville legend, Mickey Sedlak.  
He ran the sports leagues in town tirelessly 
and with a great love for children for about 
50 years.  So very many young boys and girls 
in Sayreville owe so much to him.

I was much bigger (although not neces-
sarily physically more mature) than the rest 
of the kids in these leagues, so I did very 
well.  We played our games at the Washing-
ton Elementary School on Main St., which 
is still there, but now is the Senior Citizen 
Center.  Bob Nita, who was my teammate 
in high school, and I were the leading scor-
ers in those leagues.  Bob went on to be a 
policeman in Sayreville. 

 I also played Little League baseball 
in Sayreville, on the Mytnik’s team, with 
John Karlowitz, also a future high school 
teammate, and Jay Derent, a great basketball 
player from St. Mary’s South Amboy.  We 
had a really good team, and I was kind of 
mediocre.”

Osowski went on to play 4 years of 

varsity basketball,  and graduated in 1965.  
He remembered going from 8th grade to high 
school, “The legendary John Gutkowski 
retired from coaching the year before I got 
to high school.  He was my brother’s coach.  
I think the coaches were waiting for me to 
get to high school, because of his skills (he 
went on to the University of Delaware, where 
he was a starter for 3 years), and because he 
was very tall.  Over the summer, between 8th 
grade and high school, I grew from 5’10” to 
6’4”.  That’s quite a growth spurt.  Unfortu-
nately, I didn’t gain any weight, so I was 6’4” 
and only 140 pounds.  I got knocked around 
quite a bit as a freshman on the varsity, under 
new coach John Danna, who coached me 
for my first 3 years.  I started to mature as 
a sophomore, and I think I averaged about 
13 points per game.”  His average continued 
to improve as a junior, jumping to about 17 
ppg.  The Bombers teams were a little above 
.500 during those years.  

Sayreville hired a new coach for the 
1964-65 season,  Jim Inman, who was an 
outstanding athlete, and selected  to All-Ev-
erything in baseball and basketball at Hoff-
man High in the early 1950’s.   Osowski said, 
“He really opened things up, and I matured a 
lot.  In my senior year, I averaged around 29 
ppg., and led the county in scoring, and was 
second in the state behind Mike Grosso of 
Bridgewater.  Our team was very good, with 
an 18-6 record, but lost a heartbreaker in the 
state tournament by one point on a last minute 
shot to Lakewood.  That was very difficult 
for me to handle as I recall.  We had some 
great guys on the team- Bob Nita, John Kar-
lowitz, Chico Van Fossen, Bob Burdak, Rich 
Marcus, Wally Senkowski, Donny Mandy, 
Tony Jozefowicz to name a few.  That team 
was the best I played on in high school for 
obvious reasons.  We won a lot, had good 
chemistry, and had a lot of fun.”

Jeff was also a standout high jumper on 
the Track & Field team, which was coached 
by Dan Newcomer.  He said that his best jump 
was 6-1, a Bomber record at the time, which 
through the years has been broken.

At the time of his graduation in ’65, 
he held quite an impressive list of records: 
Middlesex County and Sayreville HS scoring 
records for a single season with 694 points, 
and also for a career (1,427).  The old county 
record for a single season was held by Joe 
Servon of South River HS in 1951, (598 
points).  Servon attended St. Mary’s HS as 
a freshman, but transferred to South River.  
The previous county record (for all schools) 
was held by Bruce Gunkle of Rutgers Prep 
(640) points in 1959.  Osowski erased the 
county career scoring record, which was 
held by John Gallagher (1,371 points) of 
St. Peter’s in 1955.  Jeff said that “I did not 
hold the county records very long, and they 
were shattered within just a few years, first 
by Brian Taylor of Perth Amboy, and then 
by John Somogyi of St. Peter’s.  I’m sure all 

of Somogyi’s records still stand.  We played 
against him when I was a senior and he was 
a freshman.  He scored 23 and I scored 18, 
but we beat them.” 

 He topped Ron Kuran’s 1,230 points (he 
graduated in 1957), to become the Bombers 
All-Time scoring leader.  In addition, Jeff 
broke the Sayreville HS single game scoring 
record with 46 points in a loss to Edison in the 
Middlesex County Holiday Tournament.  Bill 
Mandy held the old mark of 45 points, which 
he set during the 1960-61 season.  Osowski 
said that, “Bill was a teammate of my brother.  
My single game record was broken a couple 
years later by Dale Kurowsky, and my career 
record at Sayreville HS was broken in the 
70’s by Steve Makwinski.  I’m pretty sure I 
still hold the single season record.”

Formal records on rebounding at Sayre-
ville High weren’t kept back in the 60’s, 
but it’s a safe bet to say that if they were, 
Jeff Osowski, would have been at the top 
of the list for the most in a game, season 
and career.

Osowski received many impressive 
awards for his stellar performance on the 
hardwood.  As a senior, he was selected 1st 
Team All-County in both the Perth Amboy 
Evening News, and The Sunday Home News.  
In the Newark Star Ledger, he was 1st Team 
Group III, and 3rd Team All-Groups on the 
All-State teams.  In the Newark Sunday 
News, he was also a 1st Team Group III, and 
2nd Team All-Groups.  He was also honored 
by being selected the Middlesex County 
Scholar-Athlete in his senior year.

When asked what his greatest memories 
were from his Sayreville H.S. days, he re-
sponded, “As a senior, we beat a very, very 
good St. Mary’s Perth Amboy team.  They 
were really loaded, and were led by Jerry 
Paluch, who was All-State and All-County 
with me.  We also beat a really good team 
from South River, and knocked them from 
the undefeated ranks.   All the records are 
good memories, but what is most vivid is 
just having a great time playing high school 
basketball, whether in the big games or just 
in practices.  I was a gym rat and they had to 
throw me out of the gym at night.

In my high school years, college years 
and beyond, during the summer, we would 
play pick-up games at a small, beat-up 
outdoor court at the old Lincoln School on 
Washington Rd, which is no longer there.  
Many of the best players in the county would 
come to play- Jay Derent from St. Mary’s, 
Mike Lyons from St. Peter’s, Tom Lewinski 
from South River, Ken Kalafor from St. 
Peter’s and many more.  We’d gather after 
work in the early afternoon and play until it 
got dark.  Those were great times.”

Osowski cited other important influ-
ences on his development in basketball.  
“Dick O’Connell, long-time basketball coach 
at Rutgers Prep, who ran the Rutgers Prep 
Summer Basketball Camp;  Bob Sterling, 
a great referee, educator and lifeguard at 
Hercules Pool.  Growing up, I had certain 
players that I wanted to be like.  I tried to 
pattern my playing, shooting, etc. after 
them- Bill Sharman and Bill Russell of the 
Celtics, and Bill Bradley of Princeton were 
some.  The best player I played against was 

probably Dan Issel, then at the University of 
Kentucky, and later an NBA Hall-of-Famer.  
The legendary Adolph Rupp was the coach 
of Kentucky back then.”

Jeff went on to play basketball  for 4 
years at the University of Pennsylvania, 3 
on varsity and 1 on the frosh team (freshman 
could not play varsity in the NCAA).  He was 
recruited by Jack McCloskey (who went on 
to fame as GM of the Detroit Pistons during 
their glory years when they won the NBA 
championships), and also by Dick Harter 
(who went on to fame in the NBA as head 
coach of the Charlotte Hornets, briefly, and 
as a long-time assistant coach, for example, 
with Pat Riley on the Knicks).   Osowski 
said that, “Harter was my coach for 3 years 
on the Penn varsity.  Digger Phelps was an 
assistant coach at Penn then.”

His high point at Penn was making 
Honorable Mention All-Ivy League, as a 
soph, with a high game of 25 points against 
Brown.  “Unfortunately, I broke my foot 
in the beginning of my junior season, and 
missed almost all of the season.   I came 
back in my senior year and played off the 
bench for a very good team (15-10), with 
Dave Wohl (who went on to glory as an NBA 
player, head coach, and assistant coach) of 
East Brunswick, and Steve Bilsky (now AD 
at Penn).  Generally, I was an average player 
at Penn, sometimes starter, sometimes 6th 
man.  I think I averaged about 7-8 points 
a game.  I had some good games though, 
scoring in the 20’s.”

Osowski shared several of his fondest 
memories of his time at Penn, “As a senior, 
we beat Villanova by 2 points in a game that 
we slowed down (which you could do in 
those days because there was no shot clock).  
I scored 5 points and handled the ball a lot 
in a game we won on a last second shot.  
Villanova was then ranked #9 in the country.  
Checking my father’s scrapbooks, I had a 17 
point, 14 rebound game against Providence; 
a 25 point game against Brown; a 16 point, 
11 rebound game against nationally-ranked 
LaSalle; a 21 point game against Harvard.  

When asked what he was most proud of 
in his basketball career, he replied, “I guess 
I am most proud of the fact that I always 
played hard and tried to be as fair as possible 
on the court.”

After graduating from Penn, he earned a 
Masters Degree in School Psychology from 
Kean University, and a PhD in psychology 
from Rutgers.   He then became a teacher 
at a Youth Correctional Institution in Skill-
man, NJ, and that was followed by a posi-
tion as a staff psychologist at the Women’s 
Correctional Institution in Clinton, NJ.  He 
then worked as a School Psychologist and 
Director of Special Education in Belvidere, 
NJ public schools, and went on to become 
Director of Special Education in Madison, NJ 
public schools.  In 1982, Jeff went to work in 
the New Jersey Dept. of Education (NJDOE), 
first as State Director of Special Education, 
then as Assistant Commissioner in charge 

continued on page 23

1965-Sayreville basketball legend, Jeff Osowski drives to the hoop for two of his record-
setting 46 points against Edison in the Holiday Festival  Tournament which was played at 
Woodbridge High School.  Osowski’s spectacular performance set a new Holiday Festival 
record, in addition to establishing a new Sayreville High School single game mark.  
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10 Good Reasons To
Keep Exercising

Sometimes we wonder whether all this 
exercise is really worth the effort. On busy 
days, we are tempted to put the workout on 
hold.  We’ll get back to it tomorrow, or the 
day after tomorrow, or maybe the day after 
that when things settle down (which they 
never do).  A couple of weeks go by, and 
now you are too embarrassed to show up 
for exercise class.  Don’t be!  The benefits 
of exercise accrue only to those who make 
it a lifelong commitment.  Sometimes a re-
minder of the many health benefits offered 
by exercise helps us reconfirm its importance 
and make it a lifelong priority.

1.Regular aerobic exercise helps pre-
vent heart disease.  It does this by slowing 
the build-up of plaque in the arteries of the 
heart.  Active people tend to have larger, 
cleaner arteries.  Aerobic exercise increases 
the level of the “good” HDL cholesterol 
in the bloodstream, which helps carry the 
cholesterol out of the arteries, while de-
creasing the “bad” LDL cholesterol, which 
is associated with an increased risk of heart 
disease.  Aerobic exercise helps to prevent 
obstructive blood clots from forming in the 
arteries.  2.An additional cardiovascular 
benefit of aerobic exercise is that it helps 
to normalize blood pressure, especially in 
people whose blood pressure is somewhat 
elevated.  Aerobic exercise makes the heart 
stronger and more efficiently pump more 
blood per beat.  Therefore, it needs to beat 
fewer times to circulate a given amount of 
blood.  3.Exercise improves the body’s ability 
to regulate blood sugar, thus preventing type 
II diabetes.  4.Weight-bearing prevents the 
loss of bone mineral that occurs as we age, 
which can lead to a condition known as osteo-
porosis.  Weight-bearing exercise includes 
cross-country skiing, rowing, aerobic dance, 
racquet sports- any activity that applies some 
force to the bones.  5. Physical activity also 
strengthens the muscles and joints and other 
structures that help hold the body together, 
like tendons and ligaments.  6. Exercise 
helps control body weight and is essential 
in any weight-loss program.  Exercise burns 
calories, and weight lost through a program 
of a low-fat diet and exercise, is more likely 
to be maintained if a person continues to 
exercise.  Since a history of repeated weight 
loss and weight gain is harmful to your 
health, and seems to slow your metabolic 
rate, slow but sure weight loss that stays off 
is the only way to go.  7.By preventing the 
loss of metabolically active muscle tissue 
(lean body mass), exercise helps prevent 
the drop in metabolic rate that sometimes 
accompanies weight loss and the gradual 
decline in metabolic rate that occurs as we 
age.  8. In fact, in many ways, exercise is 
the antithesis of aging.  Exercise can slow 
the loss of stamina, strength, flexibility, 
bone density, metabolic rate and general 
enthusiasm for being active that seems to go 
with getting older.  Exercise gives you the 
ability to maintain an independent lifestyle 
and increases the likelihood that you’ll enjoy 
your post-retirement years.  9. Maintaining 
flexibility in the muscles of the legs and lower 
back, and strength in abdominal and back 
muscles can help prevent the development 
of back problems that can be debilitating 
and be very painful.  10. Exercise makes 
life more fun!  As fitness improves, activity 
becomes easier, and you’re more likely to 
go out for a hike, or enjoy a day of skiing.  
Exercise increases your stress-resistance, 
helps you feel more relaxed and even sleep 
better.  An active lifestyle also encourages 
other health-promoting habits, like avoiding 
tobacco and alcohol, and developing health-
ful eating habits.
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The Local Sports Memory Machine
By Tom Burkard

From The Sports Archives
Glory Days in
Local Sports

T.H.E. 
Game

Former South Amboy resident, Bill Tarallo, recently had the chance to meet with Major 
League Baseball’s All-Time Hit King, Pete Rose at Las Vegas.  Bill said that “Pete has a 
full-time signing gig at the Field of Dreams memorabilia store in Caesar’s Mall.  When I 
walked in, there wasn’t one person in the store.  He was sitting at a long table at one end, 
and had a flat screen TV on at the other end, watching college football.” The autographed 
ball cost Tarallo about $100.
Pete finished his baseball career with 4,256 hits, a record that may never be broken.  Do 
any of our readers think he should be in the Hall-of-Fame?  Let us know at: satimes@aol.
com.  (Photo courtesy of Patty DeBiase Tarallo)

1966-St. Mary’s Junior Varsity team finished with a respectable 9-6 record.  Pictured bottom 
row (l-r) Bob “Zak” Sekerak, Tom MacKay, Eddie Lee, Mark Bratus, Tom Kelly.  Top row (l-r) 
Coach John Toscano, Billy O’Hare, Jerry Caracappa, Mike Krotosek, Alex “Lee” Chylko, 
Kevin Crowley.  Missing from photo Jim McCloud, Bob Howarth, Jim Day.

1948-St. Mary’s basketball 
team snapped Carteret’s 15-game 
winning streak, 45-42, as the 

O’Brien Twins led the way 
with John netting 18 and Ed 
10 points.  1958-Keyport halted 

Hoffman, 75-58 in hoops action.  Dave 
Inman and Tom Adams topped the Purple 
& Gold with 14 points apiece, and George 
Reick scored 13.  1965-St. Mary’s ripped 
Raritan Twp., 95-46 in the first round of 
the Msgr. Sullivan Tournament).  Coach 
Henry “Henny” Conroy’s club was led 
by Paul Jankowski with 17 points, John 
Quigley 16, Bobby Knight 10 and Rick 
Ragula 10.  1972-Sayreville stopped East 
Brunswick, 68-61.  Tom Pugner topped the 
scoring with 15 points, and was followed 
by Steve Makwinski 14, Nick Cegerenko 
12, Dave Kwiatkowski 10.  1984-Hoffman 
girls’ basketball squad hammered Highland 
Park, 77-41, behind Nancy Garsick, who 
poured in 21 points, and joined the elusive 
1,000 point scoring club.  Barbara McCabe 
tossed in 16, and Maryanne Lewis 10 for 
the Lady Guvs.  1998-Highland Park girls 
basketball team nipped Sayreville, 49-46.  
Desiree Painchaud fired in 19 points, and 
Danielle Pallitto 13.

2001-Sayreville’s football team blasted 
South Brunswick, 38-14, as Kenny Smith 
broke loose for an unbelievable 5 TD runs 
of 79, 3, 16, 35, and 49 yards.  He had 16 
attempts for 239 yards.  Dejon Spruill ran 
for a 49-yd. TD, and rushed 9 times for 112 
yards.  1998-St. Mary’s boys cross country 
team defeated Woodbridge, 22-35.  Top 
finishers were 2-Tom Boychuk 3-Charles 
Riccardi 4-Anthony Valdivesio 5-Gerard 
Pizzillo.

Sport-Basketball
Year-1972
Teams-St. Mary’s (8-12) vs. Sayre-
ville (12-11)
Recap-The Bombers trailed 50-46 after 3 
quarters, but battled back to outscore the 
Eagles, 27-17 in the final quarter for a hard-
fought 73-67 victory.  SM held a 61-52 lead 
with 4:44 left, when the Blue & Gray caught 
fire and ran off 13 straight points, includ-
ing 6 from Wayne Kreiger and 4 by Dave 
Kwiatkowski.  Steve Makwinski and Tom 
Pugner shared game scoring laurels with 18 
points each, while teammate Nick Cegerenko 
tossed in 12.  The Saints were paced by Rich 
Krzyzanowski and Craig Beatty who netted 
16 points apiece.  Jay Thomas added 13 and 
Stan Knast 11 for the Blue & Gold.
Co-MVP’s-Steve Makwinski and Tom 
Pugner
Scoring
Sayreville 73
Makwinski 18 Pugner 18 Cegerenko 12 John 
Wojcik 9 Kwiatkowski 8 Kreiger 8.
St. Mary’s 67
R. Krzyzanowski 16 Beatty 16 Thomas 13 
Knast 11 Tom Gulick 8 Joe Belmonte 3.

60 Years Ago
1951-The top scorers for our 3 local 

high schools during the 1950-51 season, 
and how they ranked in Middlesex County 
were: #2 Marvin Wood, Hoffman 366 
points; #3 Charlie Koerner, Hoffman 354; 
#6 Charlie Kolakowski, Sayreville 282; #10 
Luke Lenahan, St. Mary’s 262; #11 Rudy 
Balaskiewicz, Sayreville 261; #18 Al Noble, 
Sayreville 243; #19 John Ciol, Hoffman 
241; #20 Bob “Don” “Pep” Bennett, St. 
Mary’s 233; #21 Vic Krolik 230; #24 John 
Kovaleski, Hoffman 203.  

45 Years Ago
Eagles Basketball

1965-66-Rookie Coach Henry “Henny 
The D.J.” Conroy’s St. Mary’s Eagles boys’ 
varsity basketball team had a tough season, 
finishing 5-14.  Paul Jankowski was the 
leading scorer with 225 points and an 11.9 
avg.  He was followed by John Quigley 200, 
11.8; Jack Trenta 151, 7.9 (Transferred to 
CBA for his junior year); Ken Devlin 144, 
7.6; sophomore Rick Ragula 127, 9.8.

40 Years Ago
South Amboy 
Men’s
Senior Basketball 
League

1970-71 Season-English Chevron was 
the undisputed champion with a perfect 13-0 
record.  There were no playoffs.  Colonel’s 
Garter finished 2nd with an 11-3, and was 
followed South Amboy A.A. 9-5; Bay City 
Liquors 8-5; Roddy’s Tavern 5-8; Brave Bull 
5-9; Mechanicsville Bombers 2-11; J & B 
Trucking 1-13.

Tom Holovacko was #1 in total points 
scored with 268.  He was followed by Jerry 
Disbrow 257; Jimmy Lyons 243; Ray Downs 
241; Jerry Kudrick 241; Wagner 213; Nick 
Charmello 202; Billy Clayton 198; Ed 
Suchciki 182; George Ogborne 182.

Rookie-of-the-Year and All-City 
League 1st Teamer, Nick Charmello had 
the top scoring average, 20.2, edging fel-
low rookie, Ray Downs who hit for 20.1 
ppg.  He was followed by Clayton 19.8; 
Holovacko 19.1; Lyons 18.7; Kudrick 18.5; 
Disbrow 18.4; Wagner 15.3 Bobby Jones 
15.2; Shawnhouse 14.8.

1971 All-City Team
The South Amboy Men’s Senior Basket-

ball League All-City 1st Team included: Jerry 
Kudrick- Colonel’s Garter; Ray Downs- Bay 
City Liquors; Nick Charmello-English 
Chevron; Tom Holovacko-Brave Bull; Ron 
Ciszewski-Roddy’s Tavern; Coach-Rick 
Ferguson-English Chevron.  The best players 
and coach were selected by voting from the 
coaches and referees.

How To Tell If You Are A DJ Or Not
By Henny the DJ

If you were over 21 years old and trying 
to find your proper place in the late night 
social life of South Amboy in the Summer 
of “64, it was the perfect locale, even though 
it was in Sayreville. It was a bar that for one 
charged 10 cents an eight once glass of beer. 
It was a bar that had the gifted, generous, and 
personable Country and Western entertainer 
Pinky Clark, nee Bloodgood, performing 
classic Johnny Cash on a Friday night. Be-
ing in Sayreville it was open till 3AM and 
therefore the”go to” haven for the refugees 
fleeing the cruel 2AM closing of the other 
area towns for that all important extra hour 
of imbibing. It was a bar so full of its own 
bar fun that I don’t ever remember watching 
one ballgame or anything else on the TV. If 
you took the TV’s out of bars today they’d 
all have to close the doors. It had a pool table 
that was the scene of constant and rabid ac-
tion, and the area of the bar was so small that 
if you were sitting in the wrong place you 
constantly had to move around if someone 
was attempting a tricky shot into the corner 
pocket. It was a bar that had, unbelievably, 
one co-ed bathroom, and  in a time when 
the neighborhood bar was almost totally 
the guarded domain of males only, it was 
female friendly. This bar was The Hideaway. 
But all these other wonderfully unique 
qualities aside, for me the center of the bar’s 
attraction and calling to me as strongly as 
the Sirens called to Odysseus on his journey 
home to Ithaca, was the eclectic lineup of 
“bar songs” streaming from the Hideaway’s 
Glorious Jukebox.  Here you could hear Buck 
Owen’s “Ive Got a Tiger by the Tail” hard 
on the heels of Ray Price’s Classic Country 
love song, “For the Good Times” ….”lay 
your  head upon my pillow…hold you warm 
and tender body close to mine…” click, click 
the next song “In Heaven There is No Beer” 
“…that’s why we drink it here.”. Now the 

huge Summer of ’64 Motown hits” Dancin’ 
in the Street” by Martha and the Vandellas”  
Then Smokey Robinson’s “You Really Got 
a Hold On Me” and Mary Wells, “My Guy”. 
This was heaven for a music crazy guy like 
me, heaven.

So the Summer of ’64 drifted into the 
Winter of “65 straight through into 1966 and 
all was well at the Hideaway. How well? 
The fact is that it couldn’t be any better for 
me because I got to put a whole row on my 
own personal 45 records right on to that 
revered Hideaway Jukebox. That’s right, I 
would now have to cough up the price of a 
beer each time I wanted to hear one of my 
own songs. Pretty crafty, eh? But it was 
worth every Budweiser to be able to hear the 
songs I liked so much and doubly reward-
ing to see someone else play one. I wasn’t 
trying to prove anything. I just thought they 
were not great commercial hits but great bar 
songs, and most of them were what is still 
called “Carolina Beach Music.”  “Any Day 
Now” by Chuck Jackson, “Stubborn Kind of 
Fella” the first hit by Marvin Gaye, “More 
Today Than Yesterday” by The Spiral Stair 
Case. Oh it was great. “Just One Look” by 
Doris Troy, “Lonely Teardrops” by Jackie 
Wilson, “Double Shot of my Baby’s Love” 
by Swinging  Medallions. Songs that still 
live today.

But the one thing we all learn as we 
grow older is that nothing lasts forever, and 
the abrupt ending to that idyllic musical 
bacchanal was looming right in front of me 
and like the revelers on the doomed Titanic, 
I had absolutely no clue of its impending 
arrival.

NEXT TIME: Into every life a little 
rain must fall, but why must it hurricane 
on me?

NOTE - 1960 ST Mary’s Reunion, 
April 30th, 2011, call Joe Sakowski, 732 
278 2232.

Lady Eagles
1,000 Point Club

Kathy Redling (1978) Sue Wilson 
(1979) Mary Jean Sibilia (1984) Janine 
Barella (1989) Jo Ellen Paczkowski (1991) 
Kaitlyn Katko (2001) Jessica Pruiti (2007) 
Lauren Zarantonello (2008)  Olivia Gorc-
zynski  (2010). 

Super Bowl 
Winners

2010-New Orleans Saints
2009-Pittsburgh Steelers
2008-New York Giants
2007-Indianapolis Colts
2006-Pittsburgh Steelers
2005-New England Patriots
2004-New England Patriots
2003-Tampa Bay Buccaneers
2002-New England Patriots
2001-Baltimore Ravens
2000-St. Louis Rams 
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Obituaries
Arena, Jennie 95, of Parlin died on 

Dec. 9.
Aquino, Theresa V., 84, of Parlin died 

on Dec. 15.
Bielak, Mary, 91, of Sayreville died 

on Dec. 16.
Bilgrav, Doraine C., 68, of Sayreville 

died on Dec. 13.
Boda, Bela F., 74, of Sayreville died 

on Jan. 4.
Bostwick, Isabel F., 90, of Parlin died 

on Dec. 15.
Brinamen, Brian J., 43, formerly of 

South Amboy died on Dec. 20.
Campbell, Hugh L. Jr., 60, of Morgan 

died on Nov. 13.
Carey, James F. Jr., 68, formerly of 

Sayreville died on Jan. 6.
Chartier, Laurence B., 39, of Sayreville 

died on Dec. 29.
Check, Dorothy Gominger, 84, of 

Sayreville died on Jan. 7.
Coyle, Emily, 83, of Parlin died on 

Dec. 8.
Crosby, Gary, 53, of Parlin died on 

Dec. 24.
Daly, Richard T., 83, of South Amboy 

died on Dec. 16.
Dean, Gary S., 53, of South Amboy 

died on Dec. 16.
DeJoy, Irene M. “Renee”  Dillon, 78, 

of Whiting died on Jan. 6.
Delikat, Martha, 86, of Parlin died on 

Dec. 14.
Drascula, Joyce M., 66, formerly of 

South Amboy died on Jan. 3.
Dryla, Stella M., 90, formerly of Parlin 

died on Dec. 21.
Dusko, Susan L., 58, of Sayreville died 

on Dec. 26.
Edgington, Diane C., 75, of Parlin died 

on Dec. 21.
Forrest, Patricia S., 78, of South Amboy 

died on Jan. 3.
Fraass, Michael, formerly of Sayreville 

died on Dec. 27.
Goode, Rachel “Thomasina,” 31 of 

South Amboy died on Jan. 4.
Grabowski, Hedwig “Margie,” 92, of 

Sayreville died on Jan. 4.
Harvey, William, 81, of South Amboy 

died on Jan. 1.
Hudock, Robert J., 71, of Parlin died 

on Dec. 10.
Grobelny, Pearl A. Burdynski, 88, of 

Sayreville died on Dec. 15.
Gutkowski, Nancy, 60, of Sayreville 

died on Dec. 17.
Keegan, William E., 85, of South Amboy 

died on Dec. 10.
Kindlick, Ann, 82, of Morgan died on 

Jan. 9.
Klimek, Simon G., 95, of Sayreville 

died on Dec. 8.
Kukucska, Eleanor Kurzawa, 93, of 

Sayreville died on Dec. 21.
Kwiatkowski, Elizabeth, 76, of Sayre-

ville died on Jan. 9.
Lenahan, Luke G., 78, of Sayreville 

died on Jan. 11.
Leone, Lucy F., 87, of Parlin died on 

Dec. 13.
Marotta, Joseph M., 65, formerly of 

Parlin died on Dec. 21.
Marrazza, Casper, 83, of Sayreville 

died on Dec. 23.
McCarron, Margaret R., 93, of South 

Amboy died on Jan. 1.
Miller, Diane M., 48, of South Amboy 

died on Dec. 26.
Niedzialek, Stanislaw, 79, formerly of 

Sayreville died on Jan. 8.
Pennacchio, Jo-Ann M., 59, of Sayre-

ville died on Dec. 12.
Perry, Charlotte, 96, of South Amboy 

died on Dec. 30.
Ridgway, Lorraine, 87, of Parlin died 

on Dec. 31.
Samo, George A., 68, of Parlin died 

on Jan. 3.
Scala, Joseph, 70, of Parlin died on 

Dec. 30.
Sharo, Marian H., 95, of South Amboy 

died on Dec. 31.
Stathis, Veronica, 98, of Morgan died 

on Dec. 31.
Sutkowski, Jennie, of South Amboy 

died on Dec. 12.
Swider, Marie, 86, of Sayreville died 

on Dec. 27.
Tedesco, Armand, 98, formerly of South 

Amboy died on Dec. 11.
Trulby, Margaret, 94, of Parlin died 

on Dec. 31.
Walton, Marie C., 92, of Sayreville died 

on Dec. 21.
Wang, Ange A. “Billie,” 48, of Parlin 

died on Dec. 14.
Zamorski, Anastasia “Jean,” 85, of 

Parlin died on Jan. 3.
Zera, Edward J., 66, formerly of Sayre-

ville died on Nov. 21.
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South Amboy Mayor John T. O’Leary (r), Business Administrator Camille Tooker (l) share 
their happiness after Camille unveiled the temporary sign for the dedication of the South 
Amboy Community Center/YMCA on December 16.  (Photo by Tom Burkard) 

A New You At Dowdell 

Start the New Year off with a bang by 
getting accurate and timely information a 
click at a time @ the Sadie Pope Dowdell 
Library of South Amboy! Anyone with 
Internet access and a library card can use 
JerseyClicks 24 hours a day, 365 days a 
year.  This valuable and popular information 
service helps everyone from young adults 
needing homework help or materials to write 
a research paper to savvy business owners, 
for example.  Additionally, people searching 
for jobs can also use this free community 
resource just by logging into the library’s 
web site (www.dowdell.org) and clicking 
on JerseyClicks. Within JerseyClicks is the 
Job & Career Accelerator site, “which is an 
incredible community source that is avail-
able from home, office or within the library,” 
comments library director, Elaine Gaber.  It 
is free of charge to community members with 
library cards. Once you are logged onto the 

Job & Career Accelerator, you could take a 
survey to explore your career options, find 
current job openings, prepare and polish your 
resume, take a free computer training course, 
select a practice educational or occupational 
test, and track your progress!  

February is “love your library month!”  
So, become a friend and connect with your 
library    by signing up with twitter and Face-
book.  Just log onto the Dowdell Library’s 
web page at www.dowdell.org and click on 
the twitter and Facebook icons.    

Furthermore, the Dowdell Library 
Foundation will be hosting a wine tasting 
event at the Ancient Order of Hibernians 
in South Amboy on Friday, February 11th 
from 8 to 10 pm.

For additional information, contact 
Library Director Elaine Gaber at egaber@
dowdell.org           or 732.721.6060. 

of a wide range of functions, including feder-
ally funded programs, school choice, charter 
schools, grants, educational technology and 
more.  He worked at NJDOE for 20 years 
until 2002, when he became Vice President 
for Education Policy at the NJ State Chamber 
of Commerce.  He then went on to become 
Vice President for Learning and Teaching at 
Liberty Science Center in Jersey City, from 
2004 until his retirement in 2009. 

Jeff resides in Bethlehem Township, 
Hunterdon County, NJ with his wife, Terry 
Marchesi Osowski, whose brother Fran 
Marchesi , was a star athlete at Sayreville 
High, and later a highly successful high 
school coach.  Jeff said that, “Terry and I 
were high school sweethearts at Sayreville 
HS.  She was captain of the cheerleaders 
(one year behind me).  We began dating in 
1965, were married in 1969, and celebrated 
our 40th wedding anniversary in 2009.  We 
have two great children, Amie and Ken.  
And we have a wonderful granddaughter 
(Amie and her husband Dom’s), Angela, with 
whom we spend as much time as possible.  
Amie worked in finance on Wall Street until 
Angela was born; she now is a full-time 
mom.  Ken, who also played basketball 
at North Hunterdon HS, is a professor of 
music at York College of Pennsylvania and 
a concert pianist.”

Terry and Jeff have lived in Hunter-
don County since 1974 and love to travel.  
They’ve been to great places such as New 
Zealand (just last month), Thailand, Peru, 
Italy, Costa Rica, England, Ecuador (and 
the Galapagos),  Belize, Hawaii, Guatemala, 
Nicaragua, Hong Kong.  They enjoy doing 
adventure vacations with lots of hiking, 
biking and climbing.  Jeff has many hob-

Jeff Osowski   continued from page 19

bies including bicycling “we rode across 
Montana,” hiking, cross-country skiing, 
reading, and mineral collecting.  He is also 
on the Board of Directors of the Sterling Hill 
Mining Museum in Ogdensburg, NJ.  

Osowski said that, “Terry and I both 
retired in June 2009.  We were drawn to 
retirement by our granddaughter, Angela, 
and a desire to travel more often.”

Jeff Osowski was undoubtedly one of 
the greatest basketball players in Sayreville 
history.  In addition, he was a standout high 
jumper on the Track & Field team, but even 
more importantly, was selected  as Scholar-
Athlete.  His outstanding achievements in 
high school both athletically and academi-
cally, as well as at the University of Penn-
sylvania, helped pave the road to his very 
successful career and most-satisfying  life.

The Osowski Notebook: 
Jeff said that, “I had incredible sup-

port for both athletics and academics. My 
parents (Walter and Lorraine), my aunt and 
uncle (Sophie and Phil Grossweiler), and my 
wife (Terry) attended every gamepossible 
(except for those very distant) in both high 
school and college.  They would drive the 
NJ Turnpike 2-3 times a week after work 
to Philly to see my games in the Palestra at 
Penn.  This meant a lot to me.”

He also wondered how it would have 
been to play with Derent, Kreiger and Farrell 
from St. Mary’s.  “I’ve often thought that 
Sayreville HS would have been unbeatable 
in the 1962-63 season if all the guys who 
lived in Sayreville actually went to Sayreville 
HS.  I believe Jay Derent, who attended St. 
Mary’s, and  Mike Lyons, who went to St. 
Peter’s, both lived in Sayreville.   I wish I 
had been able to play with them.”

Wine Tasting Fundraiser to Benefit South 
Amboy Library

Tickets are on sale now for a wine tasting 
fundraiser to benefit South Amboy’s Sadie 
Pope Dowdell Library. The event will be 
held on Friday, February 11, 8:00 PM at the 
AOH (Hibernians) Hall, 271 Second Street 
(N. Stevens Ave.), South Amboy.  Advance 
tickets may be purchased at the Dowdell 
Library for $25 per person. Tables of 10 may 
be reserved in advance for the discounted rate 
of $225. Tickets will also available at the door 
for $30. Seating is limited and participants 
must be at least 21 years of age. 

Enjoy a fun evening learning about the 
wines of the New York Finger Lakes.  Join 
wine expert Barbara Frank from the award 
winning Dr. Frank’s Vinifera Wine Cellars 
to sample their wines. Light refreshments 
will be served. All proceeds will benefit 
the library to help expand their DVD and 

media collection. Bring in a donation of 
any unwanted dvds, cds, blu-ray, or video 
games, in good condition, and receive a free 
wine glass. 

The event is sponsored by the Dowdell 
Library Foundation Inc. a 501(c)(3) non-
profit corporation. Donations are tax deduct-
ible. For more information please contact 
Elaine Gaber, Library Director, at 732-
721-6060 or egaber@dowdell.org.  Please 
also note the Dowdell Library Foundation 
is holding a dvd donation drive during the 
months of January and February. Drop boxes 
can be found at several locations throughout 
South Amboy, including the library, City 
Hall, Zack’s Broadway Diner, and the South 
Amboy YMCA. Your support is greatly 
appreciated.

Support Our  Advertisers
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Student Saves Life
(Article Submitted)

Cool Fun In The Wintertime
Photos by Tom Burkard

Covered in snow, the kids still have a blast sledding at Kennedy Park in Sayreville.

This 5-year old’s big smile shows how much she really enjoys her day of sledding, as she 
rides down a hill.

These two Sayreville youngsters had a great day of winter fun sledding in the snow.

Remember When?

In the summer of 1956, while Mickey Mantle 
was chasing the Triple Crown in baseball, 
Jerry Smith posed on his front lawn, near 
Bordentown Ave. in South Amboy for this 
picture.   Jerry still lives in the same house, 
but the housing market has certainly 
changed since then.  (Photo courtesy of 
Jerry Smith) 

Cardinal McCarrick High School stu-
dent, Katie Rose Noble who is 15 years old, 
recently saved a South Amboy woman’s life.  
The following information of events that oc-
curred was submitted to The SA Times.

“On Dec. 10, the high school had an 
early dismissal at 12 noon.  It was very 
cold that day, and Katie’s grandfather, John 
Spitaletto picked up Katie from school to 
take her out to lunch.  On their way, they 
stopped at Katie’s house on Elm Street, so 
Katie could change.  When she was in the 
house, she heard screams of “Help me!”  She 
ran outside to get her grandfather out of the 
car to listen for more screams of help.  Katie 
realized they were coming from across the 
street, and ran to her 87-year old neighbor 
who had fallen on her porch earlier when she 
went to get her mail.  Katie calmly called 
911, and gave the South Amboy Police Dept. 
all the information they needed.  

As they waited for the police, Spitaletto 
went inside the house for a blanket and pillow, 
because Mrs. Kuziemski was freezing.    Katie 
stayed by her neighbor’s side keeping calm 
and speaking to her until help arrived.  Mrs. 
Kuziemski was taken to the hospital where 
they found out she had pneumonia.  We don’t 
know how long she had been on the porch 
calling for help, but with pneumonia and the 
frigid temperature, who knows what could 
have happened.  Katie was so excited to have 
helped her and continuously asked about her 
condition afterwards.  The Kuziemski family 
was so thankful they recently brought Katie 
a very generous gift and card that states, “If 
it weren’t for you, grandma might not have 
been home for Christmas.”   Congratulations 
Katie on doing such a wonderful thing for 
someone in need!

Seattle University Dedicates O’Brien 
Center for Athletic Administration

Seattle University President Fr. Steve 
Sundborg made it official at an alumni lun-
cheon Saturday: the building at 1218 East 
Cherry Street will now be known as the 
Ed and John O’Brien Center for Athletic 
Administration, honoring the great Seattle 
University basketball and baseball players 
for their years of supporting the athletics 
program. The O’Brien Center received a $2.3 
million renovation recently and is strategic 
for Seattle U’s continued progress towards 
NCAA Division I excellence.

The O’Brien twins were further ac-
knowledged during a halftime presentation 
at Saturday’s men’s basketball game between 
Seattle University and Idaho at KeyArena at 

Seattle Center. Led by Seattle U Director of 
Athletics Bill Hogan and John Dougherty, 
athletics development officer, the O’Briens, 
who turned 80 years young Saturday, were 
treated to the crowd’s rendition of “Happy 
Birthday to You” during the ceremony.

“The O’Briens are a treasure to Seattle 
University, and it is fitting that we honor 
them in this way so that they will always be 
a part of the athletics program,” Hogan said 
after the presentation. “Eddie and Johnny 
played a major role in our return to Division 
I with their personal involvement in several 
projects and we wanted to make sure we 
thanked them for their inspiration over the 
past 60 years.”

Ed and John O’Brien came to Seattle 
University from South Amboy, N.J., in 1949 
after being recruited by Al Brightman. After 
joining the varsity basketball team in 1950, 
the brothers helped Seattle U post a 90-17 
record (.841) in three seasons, reaching the 
1951 National Catholic Tournament, the 
1952 National Invitational Tournament, and 
the 1953 NCAA Tournament. The O’Briens 
were also part of the 84-81 victory over the 
Harlem Globetrotters on Jan. 21, 1952, in 
front of a sellout crowd at Hec Edmundson 
Pavilion.

The brothers made as much of an impact 
on the baseball diamond as they had on the 
basketball court, leading the Seattle U base-
ball team to a 62-14 record (.816) from 1950 
through 1952, including the 1952 NCAA 
Tournament. John O’Brien still holds the 
school record for batting average in a single 
season, hitting .566 (47-of-83) in the 1951 
season, while Ed O’Brien scored 45 runs 
during the 1952 season and stole 54 bases 
during his collegiate career. 

Images of the O’Brien brothers will 
greet visitors as they enter the O’Brien 
Center. The athletic administration is cur-
rently in the process of moving into its new 
offices, with the entire move expected to be 
completed by mid-January. There will be 
an official opening of the O’Brien Center 
March 19, 2011.

Photo/Story courtesy of Seattle University)
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Faith Margaret Venezia

Touched By An 
Angel

Article/Photo Submitted
On May 19th, 2009, there was a benefit 

held at Todd’s Dugout in South Amboy called 
“Little Heart, Big Need.”  The benefit was 
held for a special little girl named Faith 
Margaret Venezia.  Unfortunately, Faith 
lost her battle with Hyperplastic Left Heart 
Syndrome and earned her angel wings on 
December 22nd, 2010.  She was just over 
2 years old.

Hyperplastic Left Heart Syndrome 
(HLHS) is a severe congenital heart defect 
where the left side of the heart is either un-
derdeveloped or missing at birth. Faith also 
had a complication called Pulmonary Vein 
Stenosis, which severely reduced the amount 
of blood flow to her right lung.  There is no 
cure for HLHS, but it is treated through a 
series of three open heart surgeries called the 
Norwood, the Glen and the Fontan.  Faith 
underwent the Norwood shortly after birth, 
the Glen several months later, and an ad-
ditional open heart surgery that took place 
in December 2009.  She was treated at Co-

lumbia Presbyterian Hospital in New York 
City and also at the Childrens Hospital of 
Boston.  The family is extremely grateful to 
all of Faith’s doctors, surgeons and therapists 
for enabling Faith to spend the time with 
them that she was able to.

Faith was a generally happy baby, de-
spite her setbacks.  She was smart and knew 
the names and faces of all of her friends and 
relatives.  She also knew several childrens’ 
songs and a long list of animals and the 
sounds they make.  Faith was always asking 
about the people who weren’t in the room 
(“Where Uncle Ron?”)  When asked what 
she wanted for Christmas, she would answer 
with a food item, often “chicken nuggets” or 
“ice cream.”  She also had an amazing sense 
of humor, performing tricks, such as “silly 
paci” and saying things to make everyone 
laugh.  As her mother, Erica Venezia wrote 
on Facebook, “The world loves Faithy and 
Faithy loves the world.”  Faith’s short life 
is documented on her blog at http://faith.sil-
lica.com.  A celebration of her life had been 
held Thursday, December 30th in Newtown, 
CT.  Her funeral mass was held on Friday, 
December 31st.

Faith is survived by her parents, 
William and Erica Venezia of Newtown, 
CT, grandparents, Walter and Peggy Sch-
weikert of Newtown, CT and William and 
Joann Venezia of South Amboy, NJ, great 
grandparents, William and Mary Venezia of 
Cliffwood Beach, NJ and numerous aunts, 
uncles and cousins.  The family would like 
to reiterate their thanks to all indiviuals, 
groups and local bands who were involved 
in her benefit and also those who provided 
support over the past few years.  Among the 
local groups that have contributed are the 
Melrose Blackhawks Sr. Drum and Bugle 
Corps, the South Amboy Elks, Todd’s Dug-
out, Foodtown, Jacqueline’s Florist, South 
Amboy Deli, the Keyport Elks, St. Lawrence 
Church in Cliffwood Beach, NJ, and Von-
age Holdings Corps in Holmdel, NJ.  The 
benefit raised over $15,000 that was used 
to help offset Faith’s medical costs.  Anyone 
interested in donating in Faith’s name can 
make a contribution to the Scotty Fund PO 
Box 1080 Bethel CT 08801 http://www.
scottyfund.org/index.html

On New Year’s Day, the Sayreville Fire Chief Inauguration was held.  Pictured (l-r) 2nd 
Assistant Chief George Gawron, Chief Kevin Krushinski, and 1st Assistant Chief Charles 
Wojtaszek.  (Photo/info submitted)

This photo is taken from an old 1950’s 
advertisement, and shows a brave 
fireman who was battling a blaze in frigid 
temperatures, (note the icicles on his 
helmet) having a cup of coffee.

Mr. Bob Gleason and Mr. Bill Volpe of the NJ Lighthouse Historical Society were gracious 
enough to come to the Samsel Upper Elementary School in Parlin, NJ.  The students in teams 
4-1 and 4-4 embarked on a journey through NJ examining a map with all the lighthouses 
up and down the coast.  As the students traveled along the coast they imagined being 
lighthouse keepers or sailors gazing for the light to guide them home.  Mr. Gleason and Mr. 
Volpe discussed with the students the Fresnel lens, the order of each, the structure, shape, 
and why each lighthouse has a different color pattern.  Most importantly, the oldest working 
lighthouse in the nation resides in Sandy Hook, NJ.  This was an extremely informative 
lesson, one in which the students will remember for years to come.  What a wonderful way 
to explore New Jersey�s history! (Photo/Info Submitted)

The South Amboy First Aid recently hosted an open house for the community and its leaders 
to come and see the building, and meet some of the members, as well as to check out the 
Squad’s pride and joy, their new ambulance.  Pictured (l-r) 1st Lt. Rob Sekerak, Councilman 
Joe Connors, Mayor Fred Henry, and Christine Walczak.  (Photo/info by Anissa Salmon)  
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WISNIEWSKI HONORS SAYREVILLE 
BOMBERS

The New Jersey General Assembly 
paused from their legislative deliberations 
Thursday to honor the championship Sayre-
ville High School Football Team on the floor 
of the Assembly chamber, presenting the 
team with a ceremonial resolution, sponsored 
by Assemblyman John S. Wisniewski, com-
memorating their championship year.

“These young men played throughout 
the season with the determination, skill, 
sportsmanship and heart of true champions,” 
said Wisniweski (D-Sayreville).  “The talent 
and efforts of the 2010 Sayreville Bombers 
deserve to be recognized and rewarded.”

The 2010 season ended with Sayreville’s 
football team taking its second state cham-
pionship.  The Bombers tied the record for 
most wins in a season – 11 – were ranked 7th 
in the state and 2nd in Middlesex County.  
Team captain Syd Holt was named Defensive 
Player of the Year and received All County 
and All Area honors.  Team captain Daryl 
Stephenson was named Offensive Player 
of the Year by the Home News Tribune 
and was named to the All State 2nd Team. 
(Photos/Info Submitted)

Local Wildlife
(Photos by Tom Burkard)

Waterfowl at Kennedy Park in Sayreville have very limited space for swimming in the 
only unfrozen section of the lake.

This large adult swan tries to show who’s the boss in the small section of available water 
at Kennedy Park. 

Sacred Heart School News
The School Advisory Council (SAC) of 

Sacred Heart School (SHS) held its monthly 
meeting on Jan. 13.  A marketing plan for 
Catholic Schools Week and 2011-2012 regis-
tration was approved.  The SAC plans include 
a survey to be distributed to Creative Kids’ 
parents for their feedback on how they choose 
a school/kindergarten for their children.  The 
school brochure was revamped and will be 
distributed in various venues.

Initial planning is in place for the SHS 
Alumni kickoff event.  If interested in at-
tending or assisting with the plans, contact 
Joan at: joanz1@optonline.net.  Sr. Marie, 
SHS Principal, noted that all classrooms in 
the school are now equipped with a Smart-
Board which is an interactive, electronic 
whiteboard which can enhance instruction 
and learning.  SmartBoards are presenta-
tion tools that teachers can hook up to a 
computer in the classroom.  SmartBoards 
allow teachers to record their instruction as 
digital video files and post the material for 
review by students at a later time.  This can 
be a very effective instructional strategy for 

students who benefit from repetition, who 
need to see the material presented again, 
for students who are absent from school, 
for struggling learners, and for review for 
examinations.

A very important Home School As-
sociation legislative ACTION ALERT was 
distributed to all SAC members.  Everyone 
is encourage to contact their legislators to 
support “The Opportunity Scholarship Act.”  
See http://www.shs-hsa.org for more info 
and how to express your support.  If you 
would like to be a member of a sub-com-
mittee, (no monthly meeting to attend), 
become an active alumnus, or believe you 
can contribute in any way to the success 
and capital improvements at SHS, please e-
mail Jorge Gonzalez-Gomez, SAC Chair at: 
mjramscsi@aol.com or call 732-721-0834 
and leave a message for Jorge.  You do not 
have to be a member of Sacred Heart Parish 
or a SHS school parent to be a member of 
SAC.  All that is required is a firm desire to 
support and promote Catholic education. 
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