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The Democratic Party was victorious locally for the senate, state assembly and Middlesex 
County Freeholders.  The winners were all pictured at a rally held two days prior to the 
election at the South Amboy AOH.  In photo (l-r) South Amboy Mayor Fred Henry, Freeholder 
Charlie Tomaro, Freeholder Carol Barrett, Assemblyman John S. Wisniewski, Assemblyman 
Craig Coughlin, Senator Joseph Vitale.  (Photo by Tom Burkard)

Homecoming Queen 
Is Inspiration

Carly Hewitt, a senior at Sayreville War 
Memorial HS was recently crowned Home-
coming Queen on Oct. 14 at the Bombers’ 
Homecoming game.  Carly, who has been 
wheelchair-bound for most of her life is 
involved in many of the school’s extracur-
ricular activities as a spectator.  

She was nominated by her friends as 
one of the 5 finalists for the honor, and was 
thrilled when her name was called at the game 
as Homecoming Queen.  When she was 2 
months old, doctors diagnosed her with spi-
nal muscular atrophy (SMA), and the disease 
left her ventilator-dependent and paralyzed 
from the neck down.  Carly has maintained 
a positive and upbeat attitude despite her 
condition, and has won the admiration of 
her peers at Sayreville War Memorial HS.  
Congratulations, Carly !

O’Brien, Eicher, Novak 
Win In Sayreville

Sayreville’s incumbent Republican 
Mayor Kennedy O’Brien defeated Demo-
cratic challenger and former councilman 
Stanley Drwal, 3,834-3,333.  The Democrats 
captured two, 3-year seats on the council, 
as Lisa Eicher and Mary J. Novak tallied 
3,512, and 3,451 votes respectively to defeat 
Republicans Kelly Reilly 3,398 votes, and 
former councilwoman Paula Siarkiewicz 
3,377 votes.

Bon Jovi Helps The 
Hungry

Tom Burkard
Former Sayreville resident and rocker 

supreme, Jon Bon Jovi  has seen many hun-
gry people through the years, and decided 
to step up to the plate and help them by 
providing food at a very special place for 
those in need.

On October 19th, he opened a new 
restaurant, JBJ Soul Kitchen in Red Bank, 
in hopes that many people who are down 
on their luck and don’t have enough to eat 
will stop in at the beautifully decorated, and 
modern state-of-the-art eatery.

The menu at the Soul Kitchen is dif-
ferent than most restaurants, as it does not 
include prices next to the dishes, but does 
note on the bottom that customers can leave 
a cash donation or volunteer their services in 
exchange for a meal.  The minimum donation 
suggested is $10, while any extra will go 
towards feeding a neighbor in need.

Once again Jon Bon Jovi, Sayreville 
War Memorial HS Class of 1980, has come 
through with flying colors showing his genu-
ine concern for humanity, and providing an 
opportunity for less-fortunate people to enjoy 
life, just a little bit better, by giving them 
the chance to dine in an upscale restaurant, 
which is very reasonably priced.  If people 
are strapped for cash, they can earn their 
meal by working at Soul Kitchen.  

The JBJ Soul Kitchen is located at 
207 Monmouth St., Red Bank, and is open 
Thursdays through Saturdays from 5-7 p.m. 
and for brunch on Sunday.  For reservations 
call 732-842-0900. 

Charmello Wins In 
Woobridge

Former South Amboy resident Michele 
Charmello,  a Democrat, won a Ward 3 seat on 
the Woodbridge Council, by easily defeating 
Republican Peter “Pradip” Kothari, 1,434-
605.  Michele’s father is former South Am-
boy Councilman/Mayoral candidate, Mike 
Charmello.  Congratulations, Michele! 

Parade Of Lights
The Borough of Sayreville will be 

having their Parade of Lights on Sunday, 
December 4th at 6:00pm. Parade Lineup is 
at 5:30pm on Outlook Avenue. Pictures with 
Santa and free refreshments will be served 
following the conclusion of the parade at 
the Mickey Sedlak Recreation Center on 
Dolan Street. For more information: 732-
390-7092/7096    

Kennedy O’Brien

Lisa Eicher

Mary Novak

Local business donates bullet proof vest - On October 12, Anil Patel, Director of Marketing 
for Just Like Home Adult Day Care located at 426 Raritan St. donated a bullet proof vest to 
the Sayreville Police Dept. Accepting the donation from Mr. Patel are Chief of Police John 
Zebrowski (l) and Captain Ronald Batko (r). (Photo/Info Submitted)

Democrats Win Big
In the District 19 race for two State As-

sembly seats, Democrat incumbents, John 
S. Wisniewski and Craig Coughlin easily 
outdistanced Republican challengers Angel 
Leon and Shane Robinson.  Wisniewski  gar-
nered the most votes with 17,364, followed 
by running mate Coughlin 16,652 compared 
to Leon 8,599, and Robinson 8,473 votes.

Joseph Vitale, the incumbent State 
Senator for District 19 also had an easy time 
over Republican Paul Lund, defeating him 
17,687-8,924.  

In the Middlesex County Freeholder 
contest for 2 (3-year terms), Democrats 
Charles Tomaro got 58,826 votes, and run-
ning mate Carol Barrett 58,795.  Republican 
candidates John O’Sullivan netted 42,647 
and Avi  Duvdevani  39,237 votes.

Tree Lighting/
Parade

The City of South Amboy will hold 
its Annual Holiday Tree Lighting and Fire/
First Aid Truck Parade on Tues. Dec. 6, at 
6 p.m., Transit Plaza on Broadway.  Come 
visit Santa at the Christmas Village.  Free 
hot chocolate, cookies, candy and holiday 
entertainment.

Holiday Home 
Decorating Contest

The City of South Amboy is holding 
a Holiday Home Decorating Contest.  All 
homes (exterior) must be decorated by Dec. 
10.  First prize is $100, and a photo collage 
by Brian Stratton of Scans and More.  For 
more info call 732-316-8212 or e-mail: 
events@southamboynj.gov.  Trolley tours 
of the decorated homes will be given on 
Thurs., Dec. 15, starting at 7 p.m.  Call the 
Recreation Office for details or to reserve 
your seat.

Patsy Palma And 
Friends

Patsy Palma and Friends will perform 
in concert on Thursday, Dec 15, 7:30 p.m. at 
the Senior Center, Main Street, Sayreville.  
The event is sponsored by the Cultural 
Arts Council of the Borough of Sayreville.  
Admission is FREE, and there will be light 
refreshments.  All ages are welcome.  Any 
questions call 732-690-4712.

Music at Saint 
Mary’s Handel’s 

Messiah
Bring the whole family! Come join the 

Saint Mary Choral Society and Chamber 
Orchestra on Saturday December 17, 2011, 
7:00 PM at St. Mary’s Church as they pres-
ent their annual performance of Handel’s 
timeless oratorio.  

Under the direction of Christopher M. 
C. Deibert, conductor, the Advent/Christmas 
portion of this work will be performed in its 
entirely, along with excerpts from the second 
and third parts. This concert is guaranteed 
to put you in the Christmas spirit!

Donation Cheerfully Accepted!  ($15 
Suggested).  For more information please 
call 732-721-0179 or 732-261-8979.  
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The annual Rosary Rally, organized by Rita Priolo (l) was held at the Gazebo on Bordentown 
Ave., South Amboy.  Helen Carroll of South Amboy (r) leads the group in prayer.  (Photo 
by Tom Burkard)

Talk Of The Towns
By Tom Burkard

“Bear” Celebrates 40th Anniver-
sary

Robert “Bear” Kominkiewicz, owner/
operator of Bear’s Hot Dogs on Bordentown 
Ave., in Sayreville, recently celebrated his 
40th Anniversary.  Congratulations on an 
outstanding run!

In Memoriam
Benedict “Ben” Porowski, 89, of 

Sayreville died on Oct. 15.  He was founder, 
owner, and operator of Ben’s Auto Repair on 
MacArthur Ave. in Sayreville for 40 years.  
Anne Dill Lotkowictz  75, of South Amboy 
died on Oct. 20.  She was one of the kindest, 
most good-hearted people you could ever 
meet, and always uplifting to be around.   
Jeremiah “Jerry” Forrest, 55, of Parlin died 
on Oct. 21.  He was owner/operator of Celtic 
Carting and Demolition, and also Director 
of Sayreville Soccer for many years, while 
coaching several teams.  In addition, he was 
assistant coach at St. Mary’s/Cardinal Mc-
Carrick H.S.  Jerry was a very friendly, happy 
and motivated man, who spoke to everyone.  
Lillian Andrejewski, 90, of South Amboy 
died on Oct. 26.  She was a fine lady, who 
owned and operated Lillian’s Gift Shop in 
Melrose since 1948.  Mary Lagoda, 90, of 
South Amboy died on Nov. 3.  She was a 
very kind lady, and an active member of the 
Friends of Dowdell Library in South Amboy.  
Philip “Flip” Purcell, 68, formerly of South 
Amboy died on Nov. 5.  He was definitely 
one of the really good guys.  Jason D. Mc-
Carthy, 40, of South died on Nov. 5.  He was 
an ‘89 graduate of Sayreville War Memorial 
HS, and a fine, young man.  Robert Krutul, 
63, of South Amboy died on Nov. 6.  He 
was a former basketball and softball coach 
for St. Mary’s Elementary School.   Joseph 
DeLucia, 86, of Sayreville died on Nov. 6.  
He had worked for the Borough of Sayreville 
for over 25 years. 

They will always be remembered.

Pleasant Little 
Trivia

By Tom Burkard
1.Who was the South Amboy El-

ementary School principal from 1966-68?  
a.Joseph Mabey b.Chester Zamorski c.Jason 
Johansen

2.President of the Sayreville Board of 
Education in ’68?  a.Alvah Cox b.Thomas 
Augustine c.Daniel DiPoalo

3.This store opened on Broadway 
in 1968?  a.Seven-Eleven b.Stop-N-Go 
c.Woolworth’s

4.In ’72, this Lounge was located on 
Rt. 35 in Morgan?  a.Timbrin b.The Grove 
c.Pine & Oak

5.A popular hardware store located at 
104 South Broadway in 1972?  a.Wally’s 
b.Reiner’s c.South Amboy

6.This Sunoco station was located on 
Washington Rd. & MacArthur Ave. , Sayre-
ville in 1972?  a.Val’s  b.Danny’s  c.Tom’s

7.Grand Marshal of the South Amboy 
Memorial Day Parade in ’59?  a.Robert Hack-
ett b.Edmund Kaboski c.Adam Rzepka

8.In 1984, where was Chicken Holi-
day located in Sayreville?  a.Main St. 
b.Washington Rd. c.Ernston Rd.

9.President of the Mechanicsville 
Fire Company’s Ladies Auxiliary in ’82?  
a.Martha Holton b.Dot Leslie c.Mary 
Cross

10.One of the first Chinese buffets in 
the area was located in Morgan in 1993.  
What was it called?  a.Ling-Lang b.Uncle 
Lai’s c.Old Town

11.He was the owner of the South Am-
boy Railroad Museum in 1982?  a.Frederick 
Deibert b.Tom Nemeth c.Lawrence O. 
Edwards

12.This boutique was located on 
Main St. in Sayreville in ’93?  a.Jacquie’s 
b.Marilyn’s c.Dena’s

Answers
1a 2c 3b 4a 5b 6c 7b 8c 9a 10b 11c 12a.
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 ★  Business of the Month  ★

South Amboy City Councilman Mickey Gross is dunked to help the Dowdell Library 
Foundation. (Photo Submitted)

“Dunk a Politician” Raises Funds for 
South Amboy Library

On October 2, the Dowdell Library 
Foundation of South Amboy raised hundreds 
of dollars in donations through a dunking 
booth at the South Amboy Street Fair to 
purchase an online software teaching center 
that will provide coaching for SAT, AP, GED, 
and citizenship tests as well as job search 
and workplace skills.

Dozens of people dunked well-known 
figures of South Amboy, including former 
Mayor John O’Leary and City Councilman 

Mickey Gross as well as South Amboy 
High School teacher and coach Tony Gon-
salves.  

The booth was made possible thanks to 
generous donations from State Assembly-
man John Wisniewski and Dosils Scuba 
Shop of Middletown.

The Dowdell Library Foundation is a 
501 (c)(3) non-profit organization.  For more 
information, visit www.DowdellFoundation.
org or call (732) 316-1078.

Maureen and Rob Herndon, owners of Route 9 Cash For Gold Buyers are 
pictured with their children Ashley, Alex, and Danny. Route 9 Cash For Gold 
Buyers is one of the area’s most popular GOLD store businesses, and is located 
at 960 Route 9 South, (Behind Burger King, and next to Farmers Market) in 
SayrevilleSouth Amboy NJ. Stop in and make some Ca$h on the spot. (Photo 
by Tom Burkard)

Maureen and Robert Herndon, 
Owners of Rt 9 Cash For Gold, 960 
Rt 9 South (Sayreville Plaza).  They 
were born and raised in Sayreville 
and have lived here their entire lives, 
which prompted them to open their 
store  in town.  When customers come 
to their store they bring all of their old, 
unwanted gold jewelry in exchange 
for CA$H. Maureen & Rob greet their 
customers always with a friendly face. 
All their jewelry is tested and weighed 
with state certified scales right in front 
of them. They are then paid out in cash 
on the spot. Most of the pieces that are 
seen coming to the store are outdated, 
jewelry not worn anymore, single ear-
rings, class rings, broken chains, dental 
gold, silver and platinum. People are 
VERY surprised when they come, 
that things they thought were “junk,” 
turn out to be actual gold. Maureen 
and Rob truly believe in HONESTY, 
LOYALTY & INTEGRITY,  and that’s 
what prompted them into opening their 

own store. Many people have reported 
feeling extremely comfortable and 
confident when coming to Rt 9 Cash 
for Gold and dealing with Maureen 
“THE GOLD LADY”. It puts a smil-
ing face to a business that sometimes 
people are skeptical to enter. This is 
definitely the business you would feel 
comfortable sending your mother or 
grandmother to because Maureen truly 
has the “women’s touch “ Rt 9 Cash 
For Gold Buyers LLC is conveniently 
located BEHIND BURGER KING 
& MCDONALDS in the FARMERS 
MARKET PLAZA... easily accessible 
from RT 9 South, or Bordentown Ave 
with lots of parking. Stop by today 
and turn your OLD, UNWANTED 
jewelry into holiday gifts. Open late 7 
days a week.

Rt 9 Cash For Gold Buyers
960 Rt 9 South
Sayreville, NJ
732-727-GOLD (4653)

Rt 9 Cash For Gold
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Yearbook-St. Mary’s 1971
By Tom Burkard

When the St. Mary’s Class of 1971 be-
gan its final school year in September 1970, 
Edwin Starr’s song, “War” topped the pop 
charts in the U.S., while St. Mary’s HS was a 
happenin’ place to be for the Class of ’71.

Popular teachers were: Sister Mary 
Innocent, Michael Fabiszewski, Kathryn 
Fitzmorris, Rosemary Harrigan, Andrew 
Joyce, Richard O’Brien, Maryann Ropelews-
ki, Jay Ziznewski, Carol Bohinski.

John Alvarado and Florena Brown were 
co-Editors-In-Chief of the yearbook, which 
was dedicated to Charles Nuziale.  Jeanne 
Kurowsky was Editor-In-Chief of the school 
newspaper.  Andrew Kuziemski was Student 
Council President, Anthony Mauro-V.P., 
Marge Kurtz-Recording Secretary, Bridgette 
Hulihan-Corresponding Secretary.  Rick 
Sciora was Senior Class President.

Who could forget the 1st Annual 
Homecoming game against Hoffman, and 
the Homecoming Dance on the next day?  
Patricia Bergold was chosen Homecoming 
Queen.  The 11th Annual Christmas Festival 
featured the play “The Christmas Star.”  
School Clubs and their presidents were: Sci-
ence-John Alvarado; Photography-Thomas 
Madura; Blue Literary Magazine-James 
Graff.  The Christmas Ball was held in De-
cember 1970 in the cafeteria, and the theme 
was “Old Fashioned Christmas.”  Music was 
provided by the band Banana Cream.  There 
were many assemblies that year ranging from 
GM’s scientific advances to Ben Johnson’s 
“Volpore.”  The Halloween Parade was also 
a blast.  The school play was “Mame.”

Some of the Class of ’71 selected 
randomly were: Daniel Balance, Susan 
Birmingham, Francis Regis Bulman, Mau-
reen Carroll, Mary Casey, Al Chodkiewicz, 
Vincent Coakley, Gary Costanzo, Gerard 
Crowley, Kathleen Farley, Joyce Henderson, 
Dennis Henry, Margaret Higgins, Daniel 

Jones, Jane & June Fleming, Peter Kenny, 
James Kilcomons, Camille Kowaleski, 
Mary Krotosek, Jeanne Kurowsky, Margaret 
Kusic, Stanley Kusic, Jamie Lang, Vincent 
Mackiel, Maryanne Madura, Kathleen 
Maine, Kevin McCormack, Linda Mes-
senger, Jacqueline Miller, Joan Morrison, 
Thomas Mulvey, Margaret Nash, Patricia 
O’Brien, Helen O’Neil, Stephen Pavich, 
Joseph Pasquale, David St. Amour, Francis 
Sciallo, Denise Sullivan, Richard Sullivan, 
Kathleen Sumski, Thomas Thomas, Daniel 
Toye, Robert & William Weissman, John 
Wilusz, William Hall, Donna Zientek, Joan 
Kemble, Claire Zebro.

On the SM sports scene, Coach Tom 
Otto’s baseball club posted an impressive 
15-5 mark.  The girls’ basketball squad, led 
by co-captains Terry Gulick and the late Ellen 
McCarthy compiled a fine 11-5 record.

Talented senior athletes included: Doug 
Batruk, Kevin Bergin, Walt Binkowski, Bob 
Carroll, Brian Flannery, Jim Graff, Terry 
Gulick, John Gryl, Bob Hawes, Brian Kelly, 
George Krzyzanowski, (who became SM’s 
first 1,000 point scorer, and set the single 
game scoring mark of 50 points that still 
stands today), and was an All-County, All-
State selection.  Other senior athletes were: 
John Kugel, Marge Kurtz, Mike Luczkow, 
Dan MacKay, Bob Miller, Ed Perez, Jim 
Phillips, Rick Sciora, Bob Short, Charlie 
Steuber, Bernie Tabasko, Ed Windas, Dave 
Wisniewski, Bob Zlotnick, Andy Kuziemski, 
Eileen Crummy, Patricia Foley.

On graduation day 1971, the seniors 
undoubtedly heard the #1 hit in America, 
“Brown Sugar” by the Rolling Stones, played 
in the cars on the way to the ceremony.

St. Mary’s Class of 1971 was truly a 
spectacular group of young adults, ready to 
change the world!  

Cardinal McCarrick High School Principal Dr. Karen  M. Juliano (r) presented awards to 
the winning school.  (Photo/Info submitted)

CMHS Holds First Academic Eagle 
Challenge 

Students from Saint John Vianney El-
ementary School in Colonia took first place 
in the Academic Eagle Challenge held at 
Cardinal McCarrick High School. 

After five rigorous rounds the St. John 
Vianney students remained undefeated to 
become the First Champions in the Annual 
Academic Eagle Challenge, the contest is 
open to students of Grades Seven and Eight 
attending surrounding area’s schools and 
took place at Cardinal McCarrick/St Mary’s 
High School in South Amboy on October 
27. The elementary schools praised Cardinal 
McCarrick HS for the great job organizing 
this event.

In the final round the SJV students 
remained strong to overcome their counter-
parts from Our Lady of Victories School in 
Sayreville. Fifty-four students participated 

representing nine schools including, in ad-
dition to the finalists, Sacred Heart School 
of South Amboy, Carl Sandburg of Old 
Bridge, Assumption Catholic School of 
Perth Amboy, St. Thomas the Apostle of 
Old Bridge, Immaculate Conception, Perth 
Amboy Catholic of Perth Amboy and St. 
James of Woodbridge.

The Cardinal McCarrick HS campus 
was filled with the spirit of festivity, as 
parents and schoolmates moved about the 
school facilities to support their teams. The 
students and faculty of CMHS were con-
stantly complimented as they conducted this 
very well organized competition. Dr. Karen 
M. Juliano, Principal of Cardinal McCarrick 
HS expressed that she was very happy with 
the outcome, and that she is looking forward 
to next year’s Academic Challenge.
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A very early, surprise snowstorm hammered the area on Oct. 29th.  Notice the snow falling 
on the large inflated pumpkin in South Amboy.  (Photo by Tom Burkard)

Snow Before Halloween
By Steve Schmid

A freakish pre-Halloween snowstorm 
battered the area Saturday, Oct. 29th, with 
snow accumulations of 2-5 inches.  The 
heavy, wet snow threatened to bring down 
trees and cause power outages, but our 
area escaped the brunt of the weather.  The 
snow was very pretty as it clung to trees and 
branches, but fortunately South Amboy and 

Sayreville had relatively little or no tree dam-
age.  Areas in North Jersey however received 
more than a foot of snow, which brought 
down hundreds of trees, causing thousands 
of people to lose power for one week.  

This year we have had an earthquake, 
a hurricane, and a record-setting October 
snowfall in a 3-month period.  

Annual Toy Drive
Our Annual toy drive will run from No-

vember 7, 2011 through December 2, 2011. 
Please help those families that are in need this 
year by donating new and unwrapped toys, 
gift certificates or a check made payable to 
the Sayreville Recreation Department Toy 
Drive this year and help bring a smile to a 
child’s face. Toys may be dropped off at the 
Recreation Center on Dolan Street between 
the hours of 8:30am to 3:30pm Monday 
through Friday. From all of us in the Recre-
ation Department to all of Sayreville, have 
a safe and Happy Holiday Season.

Family Holiday 
Breakfast

St. Mary’s will hold its 3rd Annual 
Family Holiday Breakfast on Sunday, Dec. 
4 from 9 a.m. to 12 noon in the school caf-
eteria.  A delicious breakfast of pancakes, 
sausage, French toast sticks, orange juice, 
tea, coffee, and scrumptious sweets from 
St. Mary’s bakers.  Santa will make an 
appearance, so mom and dad, bring your 
camera.  Santa’s elves will also be on hand 
at Santa’s Workshop to help your children 
do their Christmas shopping.   All gifts 
will be priced at $2 and wrapping will be 
available.  There will be a 50/50 and gift 
baskets raffle for adults.  Tickets will be on 
sale after all Masses: $7 for adults (15 and 
older), at the door-$8; $3 for children (3 to 
14), at the door-$4.  Children under 3 will 
be FREE.  Adult volunteers are needed to 
help with the breakfast, setup and cleaning.  
The talented pastry chefs of the parish are 
once again asked to grace the breakfast with 
their delicious goodies.  Please call Angel 
732-721-1514 (9 a.m. to 

Reilly Nominated
Thomas Reilly of South Amboy has 

been nominated to become a member of the 
National Society of Leadership and Success, 
Sigma Alpha Pi, at Rutgers University. Sigma 
Alpha Pi is a leadership honor society avail-
able to select students on campus. Students 
earn this honor because of their academic 
accomplishments and leadership potential. 

PRAYER TO THE BLESSED VIRGIN
(Never known to fail)  Oh, most beautiful flower 

of Mt. Carmel, Fruitful vine, splendor of Heaven, 
blessed Mother of the Son of God, Immaculate 
Virgin, assist me in my necessity.  Oh Star of the Sea, 
help me and show me, herein  you are my mother.  
Oh, Holy Mary, Mother of God, Queen of Heaven 
and Earth!  I humbly beseech you from the bottom 
of my heart to succor me in this necessity.  There 
are none that can withstand your power.  Oh, show 
me herein you are my mother.  Oh Mary, conceived 
without sin, pray for us who have recourse to thee (3 
times).  Holy Mary, I place this cause in your hands 
(3 times).  Say this prayer for 3 consecutive days.  
You must publish  it and it will be granted to you.  
Thank you.  -B.T.S.

Tricky Tray
Sunday, November 20, 2011St. Ber-

nadette’s Church O’Dea Hall Villanova & 
Princeton Roads Parlin Doors open 3 p.m. 
Main Table, Special Prizes, Chrismas Table, 
50-50 No children under 12 permitted Re-
freshments available All tickets will be sold 
at the door. No advance sale $5.00 per person 
For information call 732-841-7760
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Cardinal McCarrick High School Students recently competed on MSG Varsity’s TV Quiz 
show, “The Challenge.”  Pictured: (L-R) John Boczany (Advisor), Shayna O’Connor, 
Amanda Kontor (Captain), Jared Cotter (“The Challenge” host), Elizabeth Farrell, Brendan 
Soliwoda and Grace Lee (Alternate).  (Photo/Info Submitted)

Our Lady Of Victory Colombiettes # 2061 who meet at the Knights of Columbus hall in 
Parlin, celebrated their 6th annual “Sisters In Service” mass and dinner honoring Sisters 
through out the Metuchon Diocese and surrounding areas. The mass was said by Reverend 
Kenneth Murphy from St. Stanislaus Kostka church, and under the guidance of President 
Kathy Corman, assisted by Arlene Morey and Diane Poltrictzky, and with help and generous 
donations of many others, made this event a very huge success. (Photo/Info Submitted)

Sacred Heart Honors Pope John Paul II
By Steve Schmid

The Sacred Heart Church community 
turned out Sunday Oct. 23rd, to honor Pope 
John Paul II with the unveiling of a new 
statue.  The church community is especially 
proud to honor the Pope, who came from 
Poland, and is a hero of the large Polish 
community at the church.  Sacred Heart 
Pastor Father Joseph Romanoski officiated 
the outdoor service and was assisted by 
Father Marion, who spoke in Polish to the 

crowd.  Children dressed in lovely costumes 
sang several beautiful Polish hymns.  Father 
Romanoski said it was a long-standing dream 
of his to do something with the driveway 
between the church and Sacred Heart School.  
He thanked the benefactor, Jeff Pawlowski, 
owner of Pride Landscaping in Parlin, who 
made the project a reality.  The statue is a 
new area with flowers, and features a section 
where parishioners can pray.

Christmas Traditions Around the World
Christmas is the time for family, friends, 

food, and festivities. Judith Krall-Russo, food 
and tea historian shares Christmas traditions 
from around the world including Midnight 
Mass, burning the Yule log, toasting with 
wassail, lighting bamboo star lanterns, and 
setting bonfires in the Outback. Discover 

how countries such as England, Italy, Aus-
tralia, and the Philippines celebrate this most 
cherished holiday. Sayreville Public Library, 
Saturday, Dec. 3 from 2:00-4:00PM. Register 
online. For more information, contact Alaina 
at 732-727-0212 ex. 25 or email alainad@
lmxac.org.

(Photo by Tom Burkard)
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2011 Champions

The Highwaymen softball team comprised of many local players captured the Middlesex 
County Men’s Softball Over 50 B Division League championship.   The champs finished 
with an overall 23-13 record.  Standing (l-r) are Billy Meyler, Bob Howarth, Joe Noble, Pete 
Clapsis, Ed O’Connor, Ray Leonard, Jack O’Connor.  Kneeling (l-r) Walt Goldeski, Charlie 
Perrone, Drew Newcomb, Jerry Carchio, Ron Croddick.  Missing from photo-Jack Conlon, 
Tim Walczak, Fred Henry, Rich Rogowski.  Congratulations on a great season!  (Photo/info 
courtesy of Drew Newcomb)  

Rave On Band @ Dowdell Library
 ‘Tis the Season!   The Sadie Pope 

Dowdell Library in South Amboy will host 
the community’s annual Holiday Open 
House on Monday, December 12 from 6-8:30 
pm.   Listen to the beat of the “Rave On” 

Band; enjoy refreshments!   All com-
munity members are invited; a library card 
is not required.  However, if you’d like to 
sign-up for a card, it’s free for South Amboy 
residents.  Families are welcome to attend 
and are encouraged to bring friends.  Door 
prizes will be given out.  This will also be 
a good opportunity to check out the special 
half-price books or borrow some intriguing 
new movies.  

Kids, be sure to mark your calendar 
for two fun holiday programs: the annual 
holiday party on 

Thursday, December 8 at 3:30 pm; 
refreshments will be served.  In addition, 
the movie sequel, “Kung 

Fu Panda 2” (rated PG) movie screen-

ing will take place on Monday, December 
19 at 5:45 pm.

Holiday gifts: Book plating is a popular 
way to remember and honor the friends and 
relatives in your life by dedicating a book for 
the holidays.  The person’s special interests 
are taken into account when the donation is 
given and a book on that topic will be pur-
chased.  Not only does it help support the 
library, it honors the person whose name is 
chosen.  The library selects and purchases 
the material and the donor is notified with 
a gift card when the material arrives.  Book 
topics range from biographies to fiction and 
children’s materials.  A minimum donation 
of $25.00 is requested.  Another option is to 
make a special donation of $500.00 or more to 
establish a special fund on a particular subject 
or in a loved-one’s memory.  The library can 
also be a beneficiary in wills.  Donors are 
requested to discuss such endowments with 
the Library Director in advance.  

FALL LINE-UP FOR 1961
By Elaine Scott

“There are 8 million stories in the Na-
ked City.  This is one of them.”  With that 
introduction, a new episode of “The Naked 
City,” starring Paul Burke, would begin each 
week.  On the air from 1958 to 1963, the plain 
clothes cops on this show, all wearing Fedora 
hats, would solve crime on the over-crowded 
streets of New York City.  Quality acting 
along with quality writing kept programs 
like this one bringing in huge viewer audi-
ences.  Since sponsors had to pay more for 
commercial advertisements for the highest 
rated shows, quality equaled more revenue 
for the competing three networks, ABC, 
NBC, and CBS.  Those days of consistent 
quality entertainment are long gone, just 
old memories from a time when television 
shows were filmed in B&W, commercials 
aired at 15-minute intervals, and TV access 
was free to all viewers.

In stiff competition with each other, TV 
providers seem very boastful over the amount 
of channels each offers.  The more money 
spent on one of their packaged deals means 
more and more channels.  Our ever-increas-
ing monthly bill “allows” us to watch Spanish 
programming, flamboyant and well-coiffed 
ministers screech and preach their version 
of faith, buy everything we never needed 
24-hours a day, look at the paid program-
ming advertisements, watch Government 
Access, Educational, and Community 
programs (zzzz), get the latest news from 
about 50 different stations, watch “cooks” 
cook,” designers” design, and women who 
didn’t know they were pregnant.  If this isn’t 
enough, there are the “8 million boring sto-
ries” of the overly made-up, overly botoxed, 
and overly siliconed Kardashians, a fame-
seeking family so self-absorbed, hedonistic, 
pampered, spoiled, and money hungry just 

to watch one show in its entirety could prob-
ably cause permanent brain malfunction. If 
all of the above doesn’t spark any interest, I 
guess, we can always watch the commercials 
which air every few minutes now.  

For old times’ sake, let’s take a look 
at some of the shows included in the Fall 
Line-up for 1961, a year when JFK was in 
the White House, Cousin Brucie was our 
favorite DJ, the TV Guide cost a whole 
dime, and TV viewing didn’t cost a red cent:  
Candid Camera, What’s My Line?, Car 54, 
Where Are You?, Bonanza, Lassie, Dennis 
the Menace, The Ed Sullivan Show, Lawman, 
G.E. Theater, The DuPont Show of the Week, 
Cheyenne, The Rifleman, Surfside 6, Ben 
Casey, To Tell the Truth, The Andy Griffith 
Show, The Price is Right, 87th Precinct, 
Thriller, Bachelor Father, Alcoa Presents, 
The Dick VanDyke Show, The Many Loves 
of Dobie Gillis, The Red Skelton Show, 
The Garry Moore show, Laramie, Alfred 
Hitchcock Presents, The Dick Powell Show, 
the Steve Allen Show, Hawaiian Eye, Father 
Knows Best, Wagon Train, Perry Como 
Kraft Music Hall, The Joey Bishop Show, 
The Bob Newhart Show, The Donna Reed 
Show, The Real McCoys, My Three Sons, 
Margie, The Untouchables, The Adventures 
of Ozzie and Harriet, The Bob Cummings 
Show, Dr. Kildare, Sing Along with Mitch, 
The Flintstones, 77 Sunset Strip, Rawhide, 
Route 66, Father of the Bride, The Twilight 
Zone, The Roaring ‘20s, Leave It to Beaver, 
The Lawman, The Lawrence Welk Show, 
Fight of the Week (always sponsored by 
Gillette), Perry Mason, The Defenders, Have 
Gun Will Travel, Gunsmoke, Tales of Wells 
Fargo…and The Naked City, with one of 
their 8 million stories.
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Holiday Bazaar-
Nov. 19

Trinity United Methodist Church, 815 
Bordentown Ave., will be holding its an-
nual Holiday Bazaar on Sat., Nov. 19 from 
9 a.m. to 3 p.m.  Homemade crafts, gently 
used Christmas décor, Children’s Room, 
Grannie’s Attic, home baked items and 
more.  Luncheon will be served.  Santa will 
be visiting.  For more info call the Church, 
732-721-3558.

On Saturday, October 22 the SAYAA hosted it’s first ever Pumpkin Patch. 
Pumpkins and admission were free. There were 3 residents who won FREE registration 
for this upcomming 2012 baseball/softball season.The pumpkins were generously donated 
by South Amboy resident Dan Taylor. Over 250 people attended this event and the SAYAA 
hopes to make this an annual event. Pictures is  6th grader, Cassandra Gonzalez who gives 
out coloring books at the SYAA Pumkin Patch. (Photo/Info Submitted)

Vendors Sought 
For Holiday Craft/
Fair Bazaar

Cardinal McCarrick / St. Mary’s High 
School is seeking vendors for their Holiday 
Craft/Fair Bazaar set for November 19, 2011 
in the school gym. All vendors and crafters 
who are interested please contact Monica 
at 732-721-0748 ext. 244 or mmendoza@
cardinalmccarrick.com application and 
guidelines can be downloaded from: www.
cardinalmccarrick.com

Turn Your 
Christmas Cards 
into Keepsakes

Artist Nancy Leary will help patrons 
make decorative Christmas tree centerpieces 
out of old Christmas cards. Patrons should 
bring old Christmas cards to make a piece 
that is meaningful and decorative! Sayreville 
Public Library, Tuesday, Dec. 6 from 6:00-
8:00PM. If you have any questions about this 
program or would like to register, contact 
Alaina by phone at 732-727-0212 ex. 25 or 
email alainad@lmxac.org.  This discussion 
is free and walk-ins are always welcome, but 
advance registration is suggested to assure 
you’ll receive a handout including discussion 
contents to take home. 

Happy Town
By Al Gomolka Jr.

Times Poet Laureate
c. 1974

I asked for the soda fountain special
With bananas, pecans, and whipped 
cream,
Two scoops of strawberry, and one of va-
nilla,
Chocolate syrup and cherries mixed be-
tween
As the jerk went to create my repast,
He said a crowd should be formin’ in the 
street
Today is the day of the big parade,
You’ll have the best view with a window 
seat
About midway through my special,
I heard the band come marchin’ thru,
And the people clapped and the children 
cheered
And I watched from a window booth’s 
view
The floats came next with lovely girls
Clowns handing out pops to kids
I smiled aloud when I saw this clown, 
And the tumbles his monkey did
There were horses, majorettes, and twirlers 
of batons
With costumes that sparkled as they stepped 
to tunes
And no-one can miss the souvenir man
And his pinwheels, candles, and balloons
I hadn’t had this much fun watchin’
Since I was a kid myself
Scraped up my last bit of ice cream goop,
And flipped four bits up on the shelf
I picked up my hobo bag and ol’ guitar,
And told the jerk I enjoyed the parade
But not half as much as my belly enjoyed
The Soda-Fountain Special that he made
I left the town with fond thoughts
And hoped my next would be the same
The sun shone bright on my shoulders, 
As I ran to hop a train
Happy Town…Happy Town…Happy 
Town.
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Honoring Our Veterans

Vietnam War 
Hero

On May 28, 1965, South Amboy 
native, Capt. Robert G. Hackett was 
awarded the Distinguished Flying 
Cross and the Air Force Medal with 
Oak Leaf Clusters in ceremonies at 
Fort Belvoir, VA.  Hackett graduated 
from St. Mary’s HS in 1954 and West 
Point Military Academy in 1960.  

In April 1964, with 11 months 
service in Vietnam as a helicopter 
pilot, he received a Purple Heart after 
just 1 month in the country.  In No-
vember 1964, he was presented with 
the Cross of Gallantry, Vietnam’s 
second-highest medal, for bravery 
in the Battle of Delta Cong, which 
is in the vicinity 100 miles south of 
Saigon.  On Dec. 6, 1964, although 
his craft had been hit twice by enemy 
fire in an encounter several miles 
north of Ca Mau, he continued to 
operate his helicopter between the 
battle scene and his home base, giv-
ing assistance to South Vietnamese 
ground forces.  

Holiday Craft Fair/ 
Bazaar

Cardinal McCarrick/ St. Mary’s HS An-
nual Holiday Craft Fair/ Bazaar on Saturday, 
November 19, 2011 from 10am to 3pm in 
the school gymnasium – 2nd street and N. 
Stevens Ave. South Amboy, NJ – Hand-
crafted items and more. Get your Holiday 
shopping done!! Raffles, refreshments, food 
and baked goods will be sold! Take pictures 
of your kids and pets!!! With Santa from 
11am to 1pm. for more information: www.
cardinalmccarrick.com or call Monica 732-
721-0748 ext. 244

World War II Memories
By Ken Rogers

The following is a portion of a 
letter that was sent by South Amboy’s 
Ken Rogers to “Sampson WW-2 Navy 
Veterans, Inc. Magazine.  

“My brother Walt and I were very 
close.  We joined the Navy together in 
’42.  At Sampson, after the 5 Sullivans 
on one ship were lost, we were told we 
would be separated.  He spent his entire 
tour of duty, from the Gilbert Islands to 
Japan, with other Sampson sailors or 
Co. 511 Area G, aboard the USS Sangay 
(E-10), an ammunition ship.

We met  again when he came ashore 
on July 4, 1945.  We were together until 
I had to board the plane for Tinian.  Had 
we left the day before, as scheduled, I 

would have missed him.  This meeting 
halfway around the world, was made 
possible by an incident 535 miles across 
the sea from us.  Personal records note 
we left for North Field on Tinian at 1300, 
flew 6.8 hours at 10,000 feet.  I know 
I was higher than that along with an 
overworked Guardian Angel.  “Nothing 
shall be impossible for God.”

The San Mateo experience proved 
to be the start of 7 wonderful years of 
professional baseball for both my brother 
and me.  Winning 18 games was tops in 
the Canadian American League in 1947.  
My 18-6 pitching record in Amsterdam, 
NY took that honor. 

About 60 Middlesex County College students volunteered to clean the Laurence Harbor 
Waterfront Park Oct. 22. The program was organized by Clean Ocean Action, a nonprofit 
dedicated to improving the quality of marine waters off the New Jersey and New York coasts. 
Some students were from Phi Theta Kappa, the College honor society; the Biology Club; 
and Professor Claire Condie’s Introduction to Geology class. From left: Shazim Siddiqui 
(Sayreville), Denise Lullo (Colonia), Roberto Dominguez (East Brunswick) and Jessica 
Saini (East Brunswick). (Photo Submitted)

The Miraculous Prayer
Dear Heart of Jesus, in the past I have asked for many 

favors.  This time I ask you this my special one (mention 
favor).  Take it, Dear Jesus, and place it within your own 
broken heart, where your Father sees it.  Then, in His merci-
ful eyes, it will become your favor, not mine.  Amen.  (Say 
this prayer for 3 days, promise publication and your favor 
will be granted.  Never known to fail.)  -EP

A memorial wreath was placed in front of the veterans memorial statue by veteran 
Bill Tierney (r) at the Veterans Day Service held in front of South Amboy City Hall.  
Commander Ed Peterson of American Legion Luke A. Lovely Post #62 of South 
Amboy is pictured on the left.  (Photo by Tom Burkard)
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Middlesex County officials with Freeholder Director Chris Rafano cutting the ribbon at 
Roosevelt Care Center at Old Bridge’s grand opening. (Photo Submitted)

Clothing Drive
St. Mary’s Church Fall Clothing Drive 

will continue until Monday, Nov. 28, for 
your donations of: clothing, shoes, belts, 
handbags, stuffed animals, and all linens 
(curtains, towels, sheets, comforters, etc.).  
Please make sure all donations are clean, 
usable and secured in bags.  They are not cut 
up for scraps.  The chute on Second Street in 
the old Elementary School, by the parking lot 
will be open Monday through Friday from 
7 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.  All proceeds benefit St. 
Mary’s Church.  Please tell your friends! 

YMCA Gets Grant 
The Investors Savings Bank Foundation 

has awarded a $2,000 grant to the YMCA of 
Metuchen, Edison, Woodbridge, and South 
Amboy.  The grant will support the agency’s 
Livestrong cancer survivors program, in 
partnership with the Lance Armstrong 
Foundation.

 Since its founding in 1921, the YMCA 
has grown from a single facility on High 
Street in Metuchen to a network of facility 
branches, child care centers, community 
pools, and summer day camp programs 
throughout Middlesex County.  The orga-
nization serves more than 36,000 members 
throughout its network.  In 2007, the agency 
was selected as one of nine pilot YMCAs 
nationwide to create a program designed to 
meet the physical, spiritual, and emotional 
needs of cancer survivors.  The 12-week 
“Livestrong” program, developed in partner-
ship with the Lance Armstrong Foundation, 
is offered free of charge at the YMCA’s 
Metuchen, Edison, and Woodbridge branch-
es.  The Foundation grant will support efforts 
to expand the program to the YMCA’s new 
South Amboy branch.

 “We appreciate the friendship and 
support of the Investors Savings Bank 
Foundation,” said William Lovett, CEO of 
the YMCA.  “Their generosity, and that of 
our other key supporters on this expansion 
project, will enable us to continue bringing 
help and healing to cancer survivors and 
their families.”

Election Day 
65 Years Ago

1946-The Democratic Party swept 
the South Amboy election. Mayor- Joseph 
McKeon (D) defeated James Coan (R) 1885-
1413; Council At Large-William Kurtz (D) 
bested Robert Hackett (r) 1746-1523; Coun-
cil Second Ward-Charles Hess (D) topped 
John Grimley (R) 335-291; Council Third 
Ward-John D. Leonard (D) defeated James 
Colucci (R) 444-306. 

Cheerleader Sabrina Leff of South Amboy.

Cheerleaders In 
Finals For Milk Ad

(Photo/Story Submitted by Dawn Matthews)
Central Jersey Allstars (CJA) is proud to 

announce its cheerleading organization made 
it as a finalist in the American Cheerleader 
“Be Strong” Milk Ad Contest for Cheer For 
A Cure, thanks to their Senior CJA cheer-
leaders, who came together and submitted a 
video entry to benefit this cause.  Support-
ers everywhere are encouraged to vote for 
CJA’s video entry daily until Dec. 2, and 
for each vote made for their video entry, $1 
will be donated to The Stella Bertz Cheer 
For A Cure Association.  This association is 
the nation’s largest network of coaches and 
cheerleaders who are dedicated to raising 
funds in an effort to help those who have 
been affected by cancer.  Their goal is to 
save lives and increase the quality of life by 
funding research, education and service.  The 
community is invited to support the CJA’s 
endeavor to help raise funds for this cause by 
visiting and voting on their video entry un-
der “Central Jersey Allstars” at http://www.
americancheerleader.com/BeStrong/ .  

The Wall
Bobby walked down Stevens Avenue on a 
Friday night.
He climbed up the wall by the high school
And stared at the boys and girls
And counted the years gone by.
Bobby and his friends were so young and 
restless then,
Hitting on those high school girls
At the dances and after the games.
The winds of time blew those summers 
away,
But the streets seem so similar now.
The spray-painted walls of that Feltus Street 
bridge,
You can still read those promises
You can still read those names.
Today Bobby said to his wife, “Take me 
by the hand
Walk with me down Stevens Avenue
One more time again.
We’ll stand under the streetlight
And hear those similar sounds
There are so many things that I’ll never
Forget about this town.” 
*This interesting poem was written in 1989 
by an unknown author.

Anniversary 
Cookbooks

The OLV Senior Group is selling the 
last box and a half of cookbooks. Be one 
of the parishioners/cooks who own a copy 
of this memorable compilation of delicious 
parish recipes. Cookbooks are still available 
at the pastoral center or contact Teri at (732) 
727-7639. The sale price is $5.00.
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Wow, it’s Casey at bat!  Whoa, wait a minute…That’s Rose Hausmann batting at the 3rd 
Annual “Friends of Rose” Softball Tournament.  Moments later, Rose put one over the 
fence…The left field foul fence, that is…Way to go Rose!

The overhead walking bridge, located at the corner of George Street and Mason Avenue in 
South Amboy is being demolished, as the need for its use outlasted the need and condition.  
The bridge was built between 1920-1930.  No replacement is planned.  (Photo/info by Joe 
Lotkowictz)

Pictured at the 3rd Annual Friends of Rose Softball Tournament at Sayreville are Rose and 
Eric Hausmann (c) surrounded by just some of the many friends and volunteers for the 
event.  (Photos/Story by Clem Skarzynski)

Fundraiser For Cancer A Big Success
The bats were swinging again for the 3rd 

Annual Friends of Rose Softball Tournament, 
which was held on Nov. 5th at Borough ball 
fields.  The event drew teams from 4 states 
,  who played at Borough fields and Burke’s 
Park.  Once again, it was an awesome job 
putting the event together by Rose and Eric 

Hausmann, and of course The Friends of 
Rose, who have joined forces with “Fight 
Colorectal Cancer” Advocacy Organization, 
based in Washington, DC, to demand a cure 
for Colon and Rectal Cancer.  “With A Little 
Help From Her Friends,” the event was a 
huge success!  
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Long Ago In Morgan

This is an old photo probably from the 1940’s of the popular Robert E. Lee, which was 
located on Route 35 and Cheesequake Creek (Under the Drawbridge) in Morgan.
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Gone Fishin’

South Amboy’s Charlie Koerner recently had a great day in the Raritan Bay, reeling 
in this huge 24-pound Striped Bass by the lighthouse off the South Amboy shore.  
Charlie was fishing with South Amboy’s Tom McCarthy on his boat.  (Photo by Tom 
Burkard)

South Amboy’s Mark Wahler (l) and Leroy 
Letts (below) had a highly successful 
fishing trip on October 3rd to Burts Dam 
in Olcott, NY.  Wahler proudly holds his 
beautiful 12 ½ lb, and 9 lb. Brown Trout, 
while Letts caught the granddaddy of 
them all, a monster-size 14-lb. Brown 
Trout!  (Photos/info courtesy of Leroy 
Letts)

The Sayreville Lions Club wishes to thank all who supported our White Cane Sale at the 
Sayreville ShopRite on November 3rd and 4th and who came out to support our Fall Pancake 
Breakfast on November 6th, 2011.  Proceeds from these fundraisers will go to supporting 
community projects including scholarships and awards for the graduating seniors at SWMHS, 
the Peace Poster Contest in the Middle School and providing vision and hearing care to 
those in need in our community and to the various Lions state projects like the Lions eye 
banks, blind camps and eye research that benefit residents of our town and state.  Also, 
thanks to those who recycle their used eyeglasses through our drop box at the Sayreville 
Borough Hall and thanks to the Girl Scouts who help us every year in making our breakfast 
a success. Thanks for caring.  (Photo/Info Submitted)

St. Mary’s 50-Year 
Reunion

St. Mary’s HS 1962 Class Reunion will 
be held on Oct. 20, 2012.  If interested, or 
if you know the whereabouts of graduates, 
please contact the Reunion Committee c/o: 
Maureen Farrell at: maureen1945@aol.
com, as soon as possible.  The Committee 
members are: Maureen Farrell, Elena Leone 
Burrows, Carol Sanecki Lord, Jean Henry 
Samuels, Mike Larkin, Peg Reese O’Neill, 
Sue Sullivan Mills, Fran Brown.

Attention High 
School Seniors…

The ELKS Most Valuable Student 
Scholarship Competition Applications are 
available online beginning Sept. 1, 2011. This 
scholarship is eligible to any High School 
Senior who is a citizen of the United States.  
Applicants will be judged on scholarship, 
leadership, and financial need.  Applications 
are available at Lodge # 784, 601 Washington 
St., South Amboy or may be downloaded 
online at www.elks.org/enf/scholars. The 
deadline for submission is Dec 1, 2011.  For 
more information please contact the lodge at 
(732) 727-7170 and leave a message for the 
Scholarship Chairperson Sue Peterson.

May 24, 1963-Local fishermen (l-r) George Lang, Charlie Koerner and John Seaman 
Sr. hold up their catches on a dock in Morgan Creek.  (Photo courtesy of Charlie 
Koerner)

Fishing Flashes 
B y Teo “Weebles” Weber

Salt Water
Striped Bass fishing is getting 

better as time goes by in the ocean 
and surf; even Party Boats jigging for 
Bluefish are catching some nice Strip-
ers.  Bluefish are 8 to 15 pounds and 
the Bass are going up to 30 pounds.  
Bottom fishing for Porgies was decent 
until the snow storm we had dropped 
the water temperature. Sea Bass fishing 
has been good since the season opened 
on the 1st and so have Blackfish.  The 
limit on Blackfish goes up from one to 
six after the 15th.  I took a trip down to 
LBI at Spray Beach on Columbus Day 
to check out this non-stop Kingfish ac-
tion. Unfortunately it was all stop for 
me as I didn’t even get a bite, let alone 
catch one.  I returned to LBI at the end 
of October and fished the south end at 
Holgate. I wound up with one 9 inch 
Kingfish and 2 sand Sharks which I 
released.  Both times I didn’t see anyone 
else do any catching either.  There have 
been a few nice Stripers and Bluefish 

(Continued on page 18)

Have a Happy 
Thanksgiving
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Ray Manzarek (l) and Robby Krieger (r) of The Doors, legendary rock ‘n’ roll band turned 
in a spectacular performance at a recent Count Basie Theatre concert.  (Photo by Tom 
Burkard)

Bruce?  40 Years Ago

#1 Pop Hits-Nov. 19
2006-My Love-Justin Timberlake with 
T.I.
1998-Doo Wop (That Thing-Lauryn Hill
1983-All Night Long-Lionel Richie
1979-Still-The Commodores
1962-Big Girls Don’t Cry-The 4 Seasons
1956-Love Me Tender-Elvis Presley

#1 Country Hits-
Nov. 19
2005-Better Life-Keith Urban
1994-Shut Up And Kiss Me-Mary- Chapin 
Carpenter
1981-My Baby Thinks He’s A Train-Rosanne 
Cash
1972-She’s Too Good To Be True-Charley 
Pride
1964-I Don’t Care-Buck Owens
1959-Country Girl-Faron Young

Rory Kelly’s Triple Threat band is taking the South by storm.  Pictured (l-r) is former South 
Amboy resident Mike Kelly, his son Rory, and Billy Miller.  (Photo courtesy of Mike Kelly)

1969-The band Saints & Sinners is pictured  performing at the Laurence Harbor VFW Hall.  
Pictured (l-r) Lead guitarist Walt “Corky” Moskal, rhythm guitarist Teddy Kavendak, Danny 
Donatelli on drums, and Jimmy “Mushie” Mathisen on bass.  The band later evolved into a 
group called JED, with a different bass player-Randy Palmer or Laurence Harbor, and lead 
singer-Glen Mahoney of Morgan.  The group played Led Zeppelin, Grand Funk Railroad, 
Kansas, Cactus, Vanilla Fudge, and Black Sabbath materials.  (Photo/Info courtesy of Walt 
“Corky” Moskal) 

Band Is Rockin’ Down South
By Tom Burkard

Rory Kelly’s Triple Threat super band 
continues to rise in popularity in the southern 
part of the U.S.  After opening for Artimus 
Pyle Band that features Lynyrd Skynyrd’s 
drummer, Rory Kelly’s Triple Threat was 
asked to headline Make-A-Wish Founda-
tion at the Orange Peel in Asheville, North 
Carolina, Dec. 1st, and will also headline 
the hometown jam for Mission Children’s 

Hospital, also known as the Warren Haynes 
pre-pre Christmas Party.  Warren is a gui-
tarist for The Allman Brothers Band, and 
Government Mule.  The Christmas Jam is 
the biggest event in North Carolina.  

The talented trio consists of former 
South Amboy resident Mike Kelly, his son 
Rory, and Billy Miller.

Music Trivia
Magic

By Tom Burkard
1.__Do You Believe In Magic a. Jay & The Americans
2.__Magic Man b. Perry Como
3.__Magic c. The Lovin’ Spoonful
4.__Magic Bus d. Olivia Newton-John
5.__Magic Carpet Ride e. Lil’ Kim
6.__This Magic Moment f. America
7.__Magic Moments g. Heart
8.__Magic Stick h. Steppenwolf
9.__You Can Do Magic i. The Platters
10._You’ve Got The Magic Touch j. The Who

Answers
1c 2g 3d 4j 5h 6a 7b 8e 9f 10i.
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May 14, 1971-Doctor Zoom and The 
Sonic Boom band headlined a concert at the 
Sunshine In, located on First and Kinsley in 
Asbury Park.  According to a daily newspaper 
report, “The band featured Bruce Springsteen 
on lead vocals and guitar, a second guitar 
player, bass guitarist, 3 men on drums and 
conga, horns, harp, organ, piano, a Sonic 

Chorus, and the Zoomettes.”
There were two other groups on the bill, 

Sonny Jim, and also Godzilla performed.  
The admission was $2.50 per person, and 
the concert was produced by Great Beast, a 
promotion agency headed by Morgan’s own 
Buddy Seibert and Perth Amboy’s Butch 
Maliszewski.

Cindie Lauper along with Dr. John performed 
at Count Basie Theatre last month.  A very 
soulful show filled with Lauper’s many hits.  
(Photo by Brian Stratton)
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School Sports
By Tom Burkard

Members of the Sayreville Touchdown Club served food to the homeless at the Perth 
Amboy Salvation Army on November 8th.  The youngsters were proud to give back to the 
community at the Club’s 4th Annual visit.  The event was arranged by Club Treasurer Peggy 
Yanuzzelli, and the donated food was cooked by Coach Nardone.  (Photo/Info Courtesy 
of Peggy Yanuzzelli) 

Football
Sayreville (7-2) The Bombers reeled 

off 7 wins in a row following an opening 
day loss, but the streak came to an abrupt 
end when powerful Piscataway pounded 
the Blue & Gray, 28-0.  Delon Stephenson, 
Isaiah Cureton and Alex Yanuzzelli have 
provided outstanding offense for Sayreville 
this season.

Cardinal McCarrick (1-8) Jamal Pryce, 
Armond Armaldy, Jackie Rodriguez, and 
Shaquille Brown have been bright spots 
for the Eagles.

Girls Soccer
Sayreville (12-7-1) Top players recently 

have been Bridget Giovenco, Gabrielle Cas-
siere,  and Alexis Rodriguez.

South Amboy (6-15-1) Sabrina Myers, 
Paulina Musialek and Stephanie Gay have 
played well all season.

Cardinal McCarrick (4-13-1) Megan 
Kosa has been superb offensively throughout 
the campaign.

Boys Soccer
Sayreville (17-5) The Bombers featured 

one of the best clubs in the county.  They 
bowed out in the semis of Group IV North 
2 state tourney play to Elizabeth, 2-1.  Led 
by Olise Eze, they got lots of help from 
Michael Costa, Sheriff, and goalkeeper 
Brandon Woods.

South Amboy (8-12-1) Top players 
for Coach Tony Gonsalves’ Guvs are Mike 
Ramirez, Marvin Deausen, Elton Cheng, 
Jack O’Connor and Eric Vergara.

Cardinal McCarrick (0-17)  It’s been a 
rough season for rookie Coach Greg Babulak.  

Daniel Abriel provided most of the scoring 
for the Eagles.

Girls Tennis
Sayreville (11-6) Top players recently: 

Singles-Sonica Khatari, Shivali Patel; 
Doubles-Regina Strugala-Amy Uppala.

South Amboy (10-10) Singles per-
formers, Shannon Van Allen, and Klaudia 
Maslowski have excelled recently, while 
the doubles team of Amelia Reilly-Sabrina 
Afaneh have also fared well.

Cardinal McCarrick (2-11) Caitlin 
Norek has been the brightest performer for 
the Lady Eagles.

Field Hockey
Sayreville (9-10) Rachel Harris and De-

idre Vira have provided most of the scoring 
pop for the Bombers.

Girls Cross Country
South Amboy (5-4) Patricia Cruz and 

Alexis Wojtowicz have been the best run-
ners.

Sayreville (2-4) No information on 
runners names.

Cardinal McCarrick (1-2) Kelly Gorman 
and Shannon McCleery are the top two on 
the Blue & Gold roster

Boys Cross Country
Sayreville (4-2) Ryan Moran and Tom 

Bastawrous are the fastest Bombers.
Cardinal McCarrick (3-2) Julius Mad-

den, Juan Napoles and Blaise Hode lead 
the Eagles.

South Amboy (2-7) Luke Gremza and 
Anthony Quispe are the Guvs’ top perform-
ers.

Eze Sets Record
Olise Eze set the Sayreville season 

record for most goals by blasting in 36 for 
the year.   The previous record of 34 was 
held by his brother Kene Eze, now starring 
for Rutgers University. 

Mulvey Super In 
Venezuela

Sayreville’s Kevin Mulvey, a talented 
pitcher in the Arizona Diamondbacks farm 
system, is playing winter ball in the Venezue-
lan League, and has been simply outstanding 
in his first two starts.  While hurling for los 
Bravos de Margarita, he pitched brilliantly, 
and in 6 innings, allowed only 2 hits and no 
runs, while striking out 4 and walking 1 to 
notch the victory.  Kevin’s second outing 
was also terrific, but the bullpen blew a 1-0 
lead after he left.

College Chatter
Allie Couzo of Felician College, and a 

grauduate of Sayreville War Memorial HS,  
was named to the 2nd Team goalkeeper on the 
All-Central Atlantic Collegiate Conference.  
She posted a 1.37 goals against average, and 
notched 4 shutouts.

Pro Wrestling Fundraiser Sat. Dec. 3rd

 St. Bernadette’s and The Knights Of 
Columbus #8478 will sponsor a pro wrestling 
fundraiser, with leading tri-state area promo-
tion National Pro Wrestling Superstars, on 
Saturday night December 3rd at 7:35pm at 
the St. Bernadette’s Church Lourdes Parish 
Center (20 Villanova Road, just off Ernston 
Road, minutes from Routes 9, 35, and the 
Parkway).

Headlining this long-awaited return 
to the Union/Kenilworth area will be for-
mer WWE Intercontinental and Tag-Team 
Champion, one-half of the world-famous 
“Rockers” tag-team, the one and only Marty 
Janetty.

 But that’s only the tip of the iceberg... 
this will also be one of NWS’ “Steel Cage 
Mania” shows, where not just one, but 
*TWO* matches will be contested within a 
fifteen-foot-high steel cage. One such match 
will involve another TV wrestling veteran, 
former ECW hardcore original “gangsta” 

New Jack.
Tickets are only $20 for adults and $18 

for kids and seniors, and are available at the 
following local outlets:

Parlin: Moe’s Barber Shop, 777 Wash-
ington Road (Quick Chek Plaza, next to 
Chicken Holiday, by Sovereign Bank) Parlin 
Bagel’s & Grill, 499 Ernston Road (in the 
mini-mall next to Santino’s at right hand 
side of the mall)

Sayreville: Minit Mart Food Stores, 80 
Main Street (across from Sayreville Post 
Office, next to Nunzio’s Pizza)

South Amboy: Foodtown Market, 611 
Bordentown Avenue (off Route 35; see 
Customer Service for tickets) Krauszer’s 
Convenience Store, 200 North Broadway 
(just off Main Street)

Tickets are also available by calling the 
NWS box office at (732) 888-1704. All major 
charge cards are accepted, and group rates 
are available for groups of ten or more.

The South Amboy girls’ tennis team turned in the best record in school history this season, 
finishing 10-10 under Coach Bryan Wholt.  Congratulations!  (Photo by Brian Stratton)

Bombers Advance 
In State Tourney

The Sayreville Bombers football team 
opened state tournament play with a 21-13 
victory over Jackson Memorial.  The Bomb-
ers, who are the defending CJ Group IV 
champions got a strong game from Delon 
Stephenson, who rushed for a 1-yard touch-
down, and caught a 27-yard TD pass from 
Isaiah Cureton.  Alex Yanuzzelli bulldozed 
in from 4-yards for another Blue & Gray 
touchdown.

Stephenson’s yardage numbers for the 
day were 21 carries for 59 yards, and 6 re-
ceptions for 55 yards.  Cureton completed 
6 passes for 134 yards.

The win was a sweet one for Sayreville, 
as it put them back on track after being 
stunned the previous week, 28-0 by power-
ful Piscataway.

                  ST CLAIRE NOVENA
Ask St. Claire for these favors, 1 buisness, 

2 impossible. Say 9 Hail Mary’s for 9 days with 
lighted candles. Pray whether you believe in it or 
not. Publish on the 9th day. May the Sacred Heart 
of Jesus be praised, adored and glorified today 
and every day. Request will be granted no matter 
how impossible it may seem. Publication must be 
promised. -B.T.S.
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The Local Sports Memory Machine
By Tom Burkard

Champions

60 Years Ago-Zall’s Confectionary Store won the 1951 South Amboy Men’s Senior City 
Basketball League championship.  Owner Louie Zall held a get together at Johnny’s Halfway 
House to celebrate his team’s great accomplishment.   The above photo was taken at the 
victory celebration.  The team roster featured many of South Amboy and Sayreville’s most 
outstanding basketball players.  Standing (l-r) Owner Louie Zall, John “Skeets” Skarzynski, 
Jerry Connors, Leo Kedzierski, Dan “Gaylord” Fuller, John Wortley.  Seated (l-r) John “Red” 
Connors, Reggie Carney, Gene Malkiewicz, Jimmy Croddick.  Photo/info courtesy of Jerry 
Connors) 

Glory 
Days In 
Local 
Sports

1952-Sayreville’s 
football club ripped 
Lakewood, 14-2.  Joe 
Rudy fired a 14-yd. TD 
strike to Dave Ritter, 
and also found Charley 
Kolb for the 2-point 
conversion.  Paul Herrick also racked up 
a TD for the Bombers.   1963-St. Mary’s 
boys’ basketball team romped over Red 
Bank Catholic, 83-58.  Tom Farrell led the 
scoring with 25 points.  Joe Chodkiewicz 
scored 21 points and ripped 15 rebounds, 
Jack Kreiger tossed in 20 and Jay Derent 
14.  1978-Hoffman’s boys’ soccer squad 
walloped Wardlaw, 8-4, as Mark Wahler, 
John Ziola, and Randy Neumann notched 2 
goals apiece.  Billy Lewis and Tom Mulligan 
also added a goal each.  1985-Sayreville 
girls’ hoops team belted Madison Central, 
69-47 in CJ Group IV, first round play.  
Patti Cumber pumped in 23 points and had 
12 rebounds, while Terry Lockwood scored 
22 points and hauled in 18 rebounds.  Laura 
Ortiz added 10 points.  1995-Hoffman Lady 
Guvs’ girls soccer club defeated New Bruns-
wick, 5-2.  Hanna Glomska led the way 
with 2 goals.  Ryan Rone, April Elyea, and 
Kristina Babbino contributed a goal apiece.   
2001-Cardinal McCarrick blasted Sussex 
Tech, 33-0 in football.  Chris Dobrowolski 
broke loose for TD runs of 8 yards and 16 
yards, while rushing 9 times for a total 110 
yds.  Yare Kozlowski added a 35-yd. TD 
on an interception return, and Billy Wagner 
recovered a fumble and raced 53 yards for 
another touchdown.  Kennealy also scored 
on a 3-yard TD run for the Eagles. 

T.H.E. 
Game
Year-1997
Sport-Football
Teams-Sayreville 
vs. Middletown South for the CJ Group III 
championship.
Recap-The Bombers trailed 10-7 with 3:52 
left in the game, when John Bell lined up 
for a 28-yd. game-tying field goal attempt, 
but quarterback Charlie Bowden, who was 
the holder, pulled back and connected for 
an 11-yd. game-winning TD pass to Lenny 
Carter.  It was Sayreville’s first football 
crown since 1949.  The game will always 
be remembered for “The Fake.”
Players-of-the-Game-Charlie Bowden and 
Lenny Carter.

Did You Know?
The Hoffman girls’ varsity soccer team 

fielded its first team in 1980 under Coach 
Rich Klein.  Some of the talented roster 
included Jamie White, Robin Christensen, 
Kim Reick, Eileen DeFort, Sharon Blood-
good, Ruth Lapchuk, Dawn Leonard, Cathy 
Gonsalves.

Basketball Back In The 1920’s
By Fran Fitzmorris

By the early 1920’s, boys basketball 
had pretty much caught up to baseball in 
popularity.  The earliest local team that I 
could find was the St. Mary’s juniors 1919-
1920 squad that was considered the best 
in Middlesex County, and sported a 19-2 
record.  On the other hand, girls’ basketball 
had some growing pains, but they began to 
change with the 1923-24 St. Mary’s girls 
team.  This club probably set the standards 
for that time by going 9-1, but having no 
championship to play for.

Towards the end of the school year, a 
review was written in a local paper about 
this team saying “They were a basketball 
machine without equal in this area.”  The 
team consisted of the following players: Alice 
Kennedy, Leola Ginter, Kathleen Cheese-
man, Gertrude Braney, Veronica Meacham, 
Catherine Meacham, Regina Dooling, M. 
McDonnell, Helen Ryan, Margaret Kerwin, 
the captain, Ann Manion, and the manager 
Margaret Gereghty.  The offensive star was 
Cheeseman, who led the team in scoring 
every game.  Dooling was the defensive 
whiz, and Veronica Meacham was the ball 
handler the team needed.

At this point in the article, the reporter 

began to vent about the only game the team 
lost, which was the second game to South 
Amboy.  Sour grapes?  You decide.  “In the 
second quarter, St. Mary’s was winning 8-4, 
(the games were not high scoring) and the ref 
began to all fouls on St. Mary’s everytime 
they looked at the ball.  The person who 
benefited the most was South Amboy’s best 
player, a Miss Berien, a fine player in her 
own right, who didn’t need help.  She was 
allowed around the floor with the ball as 
though out on a walk in May.  The ref made 
sure Dooling had enough fouls to keep her 
on the bench, being St. Mary’s best defender.  
During the second half, Miss Berien scored 
12 points overcoming the early St. Mary’s 
lead, and won the game 16-12.”  As I said, 
there wasn’t much scoring.  Instead of finish-
ing undefeated at 10-0, they ended up 9-1.

Footnote to the season!  The Saints 
actually played 11 games, but they tied one 
contest 12-12.  They apparently didn’t play 
overtime or count the game like it wasn’t 
played.  I have no way of finding out why.  
Most of the St. Mary’s players came back 
for 1924-25, but there isn’t too much infor-
mation on them. 

35 Years Ago
1976-The South Amboy Little Fellas 

Summer Basketball League teams and 
rosters were:  Jazz-Coach Jim Brinamen; 
Players-Capt. Tom O’Leary, John Mulligan, 
Bill  Savin, Todd Zulin, Tim Moskal, Jeff 
Gorczyca, Joe Lewis, John McQuade, Brian 
Brinamen, Tom Ramer.  76ers-Coach Charlie 
Walters; Players-Capt. Mark Matarangolo, 
Daryl Munck, Ron Smith, Charlie “Buddy” 
Walters, Rich Doubt, Craig Gorczyca, Paul 
Klimek, Mike Matarangolo, Tom Hoffman, 
Tom Murphy.  Knicks-Coach Al Smith; Play-
ers-Capt. Joe Kudelka, Billy Wagner, Joe 
Charmello, Glenn Munck, Frank Brennan, 
Peter Smith, Stanley Zawacki, Cary Seres, 
Tom Beaudry, Mark Dudley.  Celtics-No of-
ficial coach; Players-Capt. Jerry Paczkowski, 
Tom Lewis, Al Johnson, Rob O’Brien, Billy 
Wanko, Ron Brown, Billy Bright, Randy 
Stratton, Mike Krasowski, Joe Ramer. 

45 Years Ago
1966-The South Amboy Babe Ruth 

League teams drafted the following players 
from the Little Fellas League:  Raritan River 
Railroad-Bill Campion, Vince Mackiel, Bri-
an Flannery;  Independence Fire Co.-Jimmy 
Croddick, Roger White, George Morgan, 
Gary Read, Mike DeLucia; Mechanicsville 
Fire Co.-Ken Kokoszka, Joe Vigilante, 
Ray Downs, Ron Sturgis, Joe Wallis, Rich 
Muchanic; Sacred Heart CYO-Marty 
Kuczynski, George Krzyzanowski, Allen 
Chodkiewicz; Komars-Tom Wortley, Alfie 
Clark, Nick Charmello, Bruce Buckiewicz, 
Neal O’Connor, Bob Eginton.

The managers were: Raritan River 
Railroad-Ray Stockton; Independence Fire 
Co.-Harold Dennen ; Mechanicsville Fire 
Co.-Joe McCarthy; Sacred Heart CYO-Joe 
Mauro; Komars-Mike Charmello; Morgan 
Lions-Al Thorsen; Oak View Nursing Home-
Joe Zapoticzny. 

Presenting The Champions of 1966 
45 Years Ago…

South Amboy Little Fellas League-
Progressive Fire Co. defeated English 
Chevron in two straight games, 3-2, 8-2 to 
win the crown.  The champs were coached 
by Jim Campbell and Bob Eppinger.  Stand-
out players included Mark Abbatiello, Joe 
Graber, Larry Fratto, Dave Wisniewski, Dan 
Prasnal, Fred Chodkiewicz, Tim Dill, Rudy 
Neumann, Kevin Loftus, Mike Astarita, 
Tom DeLucia. 

Middlesex County Boys Singles 
Tennis Tourney-South Amboy’s Pat Mc-
Donough, who won the Frog Hollow Singles 
title, added to his outstanding season, by 
winning the Middlesex County Boys Singles 
title over Ken Moselle, 6-4, 6-3 at Johnson 
Park.

Mid-County League-Coach Danny 
Lewis’ South Amboy powerhouse defeated 
Milltown, 3-1 to take the championship.  
Winning pitcher Dan Hansell fired a brilliant 
3-hitter and struck out 13.  Tom Kelly ripped 
a single and triple, while Vince Zebro stroked 
2 singles.  Other SA players included Curt 
Wood, Billy Clayton, Bob Keegan, Tony 
Ruszala, Don Szatkowski, Harlold Dennen, 
Rich Duma, Joe Crowe, John O’Connor, Joe 
Jaskowiak, Ray Leonard, Tom Burkard.

Frog Hollow  Ladies Singles Tennis 
Champion-Karen Kreiger.

South Amboy Babe Ruth League-
Mechanicsville Fire Co. captured its 3rd 
consecutive championship, a record that 
still stands 45 years later.  Joe McCarthy 
was the manager, and his assistants were 
Frank Jankowski and Joe Kelly.  Team 
members were: Tom Kelly, Jim Tingle, Joe 
Jaskowiak, Tom Burkard, Mark Bratus, Fran 
“Cigus” Vanni, Joe Wallis, Ray Leonard, 
Tom Ruszala, Mike Powers, Joe DeLucia, 
Bill Parsons, Bill Cheeseman, Ron Sturgis, 
Ken Kokoszka, Joe Vigilante, Ray Downs, 
Jim Pavlonnis, Rich Muchanic.  Joe “Moose” 
McCarthy was batboy.  

Junior Men’s National Speedskat-
ing Championship-South Amboy’s Hugh 
Rone finished 1st place in 3 major races and 
2nd in another competition to capture the 
prestigious title.

Raritan Valley Swimming And Div-
ing Championships-The Frog Hollow 
team won 38 medals including 3 individual 
championships by Maryjo  Harrigan, Tim 
Tice and Ellen Wallace.  Wallace won the 
(8 and under) Freestyle title.  Harrigan won 
the 50-yd. freestyle in record setting time 
for Girls (15-17).  Tice won the 50-yd. 
butterfly stroke for Boys (15-17), barely 
missing a record. 

40 Years Ago
South Amboy Slow 
Pitch Champs

1971-The Place defeated English Chev-
ron, 7-4 to win the championship.  English’s 
was the surprise team of the playoffs, but 
the fine pitching of Jack Gallagher, and 
Bill Connors’ perfect 3-for-3 batting perfor-
mance ended English Chevron’s “Impossible 
Dream.”  In the semifinals, Gallagher hurled 
an amazing no-hitter against Enterprise, 
as The Place romped 8-0.  Two errors in 
the last inning ruined Gallagher’s bid for a 
perfect game.

CYO Champs
1965-St. Mary’s Grammar School 8th 

grade boys’ basketball team captured the 
Middlesex County-Amboy Area CYO 
Parochial League regular season title and 
playoff championship.  The Little Eagles 
were loaded with talent, and Coach Al 
Zegan’s roster included ; Jim McCloud, 
Mark Bratus, Brian Kreiger, Gary George, 
George Beck, Bob Howarth, Ken Lyon, Mike 
Powers, Marty O’Connor, John Ammon, 
Nick Charmello, Doug Sprague, Pat Gor-
man, Ray Downs, Jim Croddick.  The team 
finished 4th in the Trenton Diocese Tourney, 
and McCloud was selected MVP.
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and Bluefish being caught in these areas.  
When I checked out our local bay beaches, 
I didn’t see or hear of much action.  With 
colder weather approaching we should see 
some changes.

Fresh Water
Fall Trout stocking has already taken 

place.  A co-worker recently showed me a 
picture of a 19 inch Brook Trout he pulled 
out of Farrington Lake.  My wife and I tied 
fishing the Pequest in mid October. I fished 
with lures; all I did was have an exercise 
in casting.  She had a few hits on a worm 
that might have been trout. She did catch 
something; the only fish we caught was a 
fat 18inch Sucker.  Little Small Mouth Bass 
and Catfish are being caught in the Delaware 
River.  Some Walleye and Hybrid Stripers 
are being caught in Lake Hopatcong. 

(Continued from page 15)
Fishing Flashes
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1946-South Amboy’s Allie Clark (l) was honored with a day by the Newark Bears Triple-A 
baseball club at Ruppert Stadium in Newark, NJ.  Pictured second from right and partially 
hidden by Bears’ announcer is Allie’s good friend, the late William “Doc” O’Leary, who was 
Mayor of South Amboy for many years.  He is shown presenting him with luggage as a 
gift from the City of South Amboy.   Two years later in ’48, Clark was once again honored 
with a day at Yankee Stadium, when he was a member of the Cleveland Indians.  (Photo 
courtesy of Allie Clark)

65 Years Ago:
Allie Clark Day

1946-Allie Clark Day was held by the 
Newark Bears Triple-A professional base-
ball team, which was the NY Yankees top 
farm club.  The following was an original 
letter written by South Amboy’s Marion 
Gomolka to his son Marion Jr. who lived 
in San Ysidro, California, detailing the very 
big day in Allie Clark’s career.  The letter is 
dated August 1, 1946.

“On account of “Alf Clark’s Day” 
baseball game, mom became a real fan, but 
I’m getting ahead of my story, so I’ll start 
from the beginning.  Fifteen or more buses 
assembled along Broadway and John St. in 
South Amboy, and promptly at 7 p.m., they 
began to move slowly with a state trooper 
at the head.   When we got going, it was a 
pretty long line of buses strung along the 
highway.  As we came near other towns, 
the local motor police would meet us and 
conduct the convoy to the city limits, and 
then another kept going up and down the 
line to see that no interruption occurred.  We 
kept moving at a steady pace without stop-
ping for anything, we were given the right 
of way and didn’t stop even for red lights, 
as the police would sound their sirens, and 
kept the crossroads traffic standing until we 
passed, it was thrilling!  

The buses were decorated with large 
banners on either side reading, “Alf Clark’s 
Day, etc.”  When we got to the stadium, the 
teams were having field practice and just 
before the game, the announcer was calling 
off the lineup, and when the name of the left 
fielder was called as Selkirk (manager of 
Newark), the South Amboy rooters gave a big 
boo, and started a rhythmic yell, “We want 
Clark,” and mom was one of them.  I tried to 
keep her quiet, but to no avail, her rejoinder 
was that , “I came to see Alfie play.”  

Well, it was a good game, and finally 
in the 7th inning, Clark was put in the game 
as a pinch hitter, but fouled out.  He then 
played third base and batted again in the 10th, 
and this time drove a fly to deep right field, 
where the fielder got it near the fence.  The 
game ended 3-2 in favor of Montreal, and 
the up and coming star Robinson brought in 
the winning run.  I should mention that the 
reason Alf didn’t play was the he was injured 
some time ago and was laid up for several 
weeks, and it was only a couple days before 
July 31st that he returned to the team.”

*When recently asked to recall his 
“Day” at Newark, Allie said that, “It was a 
wonderful thing having all the people from 
South Amboy coming up for that special day.  
It was a real nice crowd.  Unfortunately, I 
had a bad leg and wasn’t in the starting 
lineup.” 

YMCA  Appoints 
New Board 
Members

 The YMCA of Metuchen, Edison, 
Woodbridge & South Amboy is proud to 
announce the appointment of three new 
members to its Board of Directors: Zusetto 
Dato of South Amboy, Susan Gross of South 
Amboy and Janet Baio of Edison

 All three appointees bring a wealth 
of professional and community volunteer 
experience to the YMCA organization. The 
YMCA is an autonomous 501C3 organization 
governed by a Board of Directors composed 
of committed community volunteers.

 Zusette Dato:
Zusette, a resident of South Amboy 

brings a wealth of volunteer experience to 
the YMCA Board of Directors. She is cur-
rently the office manager and accomplished 
Paralegal at the Law Offices of Robert F. 
Dato, Woodbridge.

 Zusette has been an active volunteer 
on a local and county level since 1996. Her 
experience includes work in North Bruns-
wick where she served as a member of the 
Domestic Violence Response Team, and 
North Brunswick Parks & Recreation as well 
as on the township Open Space Committee. 
At the county level, Zusette has served as 
a Commissioner of the Middlesex County 
Cultural & Heritage Commission as well 
as an aide to Freeholder Dalina. Today, she 
volunteers closer to home with the South 
Amboy Planning Board, South Amboy Y 
Citizen Advisory Committee as well as the 
South Amboy Redevelopment Board and 
Library Board.

Susan Gross:
Susan, also a resident of South Amboy 

brings deep knowledge to the board in the 
area of health and nutrition. Susan currently 
works at the Middlesex County Public Health 
Department. As a registered Environmental 
health Specialist with a Teaching Certificate 
in Commercial Food Serving, Susan brings 
a skill set to the Y board that supports the 
important work the Y is doing in the area of 
youth development and healthy living.

 Janet Baio:
Janet has over 25 years of successful 

experience in the hospitality industry. Cur-
rently a highly successful Banquet Manager 
at the Pines Manor, Janet chalks up her 
success to the ability to build relationships 
with her clients. 

 Janet believes in volunteering her time 
with community organizations that make a 
difference in Middlesex County. Her vol-
unteer work and award recognition speaks 
to this commitment. Janet is currently the 
Chairman of the Board of Directors for the 
Edison Chamber of Commerce. She was 
the Chamber’s 2010 Member of the Year. 
Janet also serves on the St. Barnabas & NJ 
State FMBA Committee, Edison Job Corp 
Industry Council and is the co-founder of 
Marketshare. Past board experience in-
cludes Women Helping Women and the NJ 
Women’s Aids Network. 

“Zusette, Susan and Janet bring unique 
and valuable skills to our YMCA Board of 
Directors as well as a shared passion and 
commitment for the mission of the YMCA 
in the communities we serve. We are de-
lighted they accepted the call to service and 
look forward to seeing the impact each will 
have as we move forward” said William 
Lovett, CEO YMCA of Metuchen, Edison, 
Woodbridge & South Amboy.

SEEKING SPORTS 
HALL OF FAME 
NOMINATIONS

Nominations are being accepted for 
the Cardinal McCarrick/St. Mary’s High 
School 2012 Sports Hall of Fame through 
December 9, 2011.

Thirty-four individuals have been 
inducted in the Hall since the ceremony 
began in 2000 which recognizes outstand-
ing athletes from the high schools’ sports 
programs going back to 1885. A fundraising 
dinner will be held in conjunction with the 
induction in the Spring of 2012.

Although it is preferred that nominees 
attained recognition such as First Team All 
County, All State (any team), etc. during their 
high school years, graduates who excelled 
in college or played professionally can also 
be nominated but must have graduated high 
school before 2007. Past honorees include 
familiar alumni names like former Florida 
Marlins manager Jack McKeon, former Min-
nesota Twins manager Tom Kelly, former 
New York Yankee Allie Clark and twins 
Edward and John O’Brien who both played 
for the Pittsburgh Pirates.

Nomination forms are available online 
at www.CardinalMcCarrick.com or by call-
ing 732-721-0748 ext. 243 to receive a form 
through the mail.

PRAYER TO ST. JUDE
(To be said when problems arise or when one 

seems to be deprived of all visible help, on far cases 
almost despaired of). Most holy Apostle St. Jude, 
faithful servant and friend of Jesus, the church honors 
and invokes you universally as the patron of hopeless 
cases, of things almost despaired of, pray for me, I 
am so helpless and alone. Make use I implore you of 
that particular privilege given to you, to bring visible 
and speedy help where help is almost despaired of. 
Come to my assistance in this great need that I may 
receive the consolation and help of heaven in all my 
necessities, tribulations, and sufferings., and that I 
may praise God with you and all the elect forever.  I 
promise O Blessed St. Jude, to be ever mindful of this 
great favor, to always honor you as my special and 
powerful patron, and to gratefully encourage devotion 
to you. Amen.  Thank You St. Jude. -E.P..

YTOTS Program Available at South 
Amboy YMCA

The South Amboy Branch YMCA an-
nounces that it will begin a morning YTOTS 
Program for children aged 24-48 months this 
December.  The Program is meant to be an 
introduction for some and an extension to 
others of a traditional preschool.  YTOTS will 
run on Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays 
from 10:30 – 12:30pm beginning December 
5th, and will be held at the South Amboy 
Y, located at 200 John T. O’Leary Blvd in 
South Amboy, NJ.  Parents will have the 
option to sign up their children for two or 
three days per week.

Participants of our afternoon YTOTS 
Program during the Fall months enjoyed a 
variety of fun learning and crafts from let-
ters and fruits to weekly themes.  YTOTS is 
led by Ms. Wendy who has been a certified 

group teacher for over 10 years.  She has most 
recently taught preschool, where she also 
transitioned into director of the Golden Rule 
Center in Sayreville.  Ms. Wendy is ready to 
bring your child’s imagination to life through 
circle time, play, songs, crafts, and learning.  
The program will also include special events 
for your little one and the family.

That YMCA has a long reputation of 
providing quality programs for children of 
all ages, and YTOTS will be no different.  
The class size is limited to 14 children a 
day, so please register early!  Please visit the 
Welcome Desk of the South Amboy YMCA 
to register for Y TOTS.  For more information 
and pricing, contact Ms. Wendy at 732-553-
9622 or saytots@ymcaofmewsa.org.
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WWW.?

Looks like another easy one for our WWW.? enthusiasts.   If you think you know the answer, 
e-mail us at: satimes@aol.com. (Photo by Tom Burkard)

October Winners
As expected the October WWW.?  

“Mystery Photo” was an easy one.  Of course 
it was the Mechanicsville Fire Company on 
Raritan Street.  Our many winners included: 
Marian Mills, Chuck Pickard, Nancy Berry, 
Estelle Pluskota, W. Tom Kross, Rich Gar-
sick, Walter Starzec, Jerry McAndrew, Pat 
& Bill Scully, Charlie Kampo, Karen Lehr, 
Gerry Sherry, John Straczynski, Peggy 
Yuhas, Dennis O’Leary, John Adamusik, 
Joseph Hagner, Dana Adamusik, Shirley 
Schaefer, Virginia Stillwagon, Joan Fulham, 
Mary Ann Matarangolo, Ilene Buckalew, 
Joanne Best, Betty Silvaney, Bill Madeline, 
Mary Agnes Morris, Roy Bartz, Joe Nycz, 
Alfons Marczak, Debbie Zakrzewski, Kevin 
Ebersole, Anna Leathers, Lynn Loy, Agnes 
Leslie. Congratulations to all!

Guess Who 
Winners

Our first ever “Guess Who” photo was 
taken in 1967, and it was the O’Connor 
Brothers Brian on the left and Kevin on the 
right.  The winners who correctly identi-
fied the talented musicians were: Debbie 
Connors, Ken Sumski, Rich Garsick, Jerry 
Smith, Jerry McAndrew, Dennis McCloud, 
Kathy Vigilante, Virginia Stillwagon, Mary 
Ann Matarangolo, Jeanne Rogers.  Con-
gratulations! 

The Boy On The 
Float

They’re still talking about that great 
photo from our August issue of the South 
Amboy Elementary School kids on a float 
before a parade.  Pat Kanecke finally solved 
the mystery of the Point brother whose first 
name was unknown.  She tells us it was fel-
low South Amboy police officer,  Robert  A. 
Point.  Thanks Pat!

Morgan Hotel
Joe Spencer informed us that the current 

site of Teddy’s Bar in Morgan was the Mor-
gan Hotel many, many years ago.  Morgan 
certainly has a very interesting history! 

20TH Anniversary Congratulations, Best 
Wishes, Etc.

Happy Anniversary!  I truly love reading 
your publication every month.  I’m also glad 
that you put it online, as I sometimes miss 
getting it at one of your many locations on 
the date you put it out.

Sincerely,
Debbie Zakrzewski

Hey Tom, 
Congrats on 20 years.  Keep up the 

good work!
Dennis McCloud
(Formerly of South Amboy)

Hi Tom,
Congratulations on 20 years of service.  

We can’t believe the time went by so quickly.  
You have a great newspaper!  Your family 
is very proud of you!

Elaine & Joe Burkard
(Formerly of South Amboy)
Florida

Hi Tom,
Congratulations on 20 years of bring-

ing back all the good memories from “The 
Pleasant Little City.”  Love it!

Sincerely,
Betty Lounsbury Silvaney
(Formerly of South Amboy)
Pennsylvania

Tom,
Thank you for 

the wonderful article on the tortoises!  We 
are pleased to advise that the largest one is 
staying at Popcorn Park and the other three 
have gone to Cape May County Zoo, where 
they will receive proper housing for these 
warm climate animals.  We are always trying 
to improve the lives of all animals.

Thanks,
Roseann Trezza, Executive Director
Associated Humane Societies/Popcorn 

Park
Newark * Tinton Falls * Forked River

A PRAYER FOR HEALING
Lord, you invited all who are burdened to come 

to You.  Allow your healing hand to heal me.  Touch 
my soul with Your compassion for others.  Touch 
my heart with Your courage and infinite love for all.  
Touch my mind with Your wisdom, that my mouth 
may always proclaim Your praise.  Teach me to reach 
out to You in my need.  Help me to lead others to 
You by my example.  Most loving Heart of Jesus, 
bring me health in body and spirit so that I may 
serve You with all my strength.  Touch gently this 
life which you have created.  Amen -T.B.
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The Ins & Outs 
of Purchasing a 
Computer for You & 
Your Family

Overwhelmed by the sheer number of 
cool computers being offered on the market? 
Resident library tech guru, Bob Mulholland, 
will share his tips for buying a computer.  
His information will help you decide what 
features your computer should include and 
what features you can skip to save money. 
In the end, you will be better able to decide 
what kind of computer is the perfect fit for 
you and your family’s home.  He will also 
showcase the most current deals on the mar-
ket for computers. Sayreville Public Library,  
Monday, Dec. 5 from 6:00-8:00PM. 
Register online or contact Alaina at 
732-727-0212 ex. 25 or by email at alai-
nad@lmxac.org for more information.  
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Ms. Maryann Gordon and her volunteers from the Sayreville Brain Injured Children’s 
Association were on hand at the Borough’s ball fields on Sat., Nov. 5th for the “Families For 
BIC,” “Hit To Win” games.  Lots of goodies and prizes awaited the big hitters!  Great job 
and many thanks to Maryann and her volunteers.  (Photo/info Clem Skarzynski)

60 Candles-The Sayreville War Memorial H.S. Class of 1969 celebrated with one, big 
60th Birthday Party at the Sayreville American Legion on Saturday, Oct. 22.  The original 
party was scheduled for Aug. 27, the date of Hurricane Irene.  Thankfully, the rescheduled 
date was one weekend prior to the recent October snowstorm, a second near miss!  This 
class of spirited partiers gets together frequently, and never ceases to enjoy each others 
company.   Visit them at: www.sayrevillewarmemorial 1969.com.  (Photo/info courtesy of 
Kathleen Strek Ayala)

“Rangoli” – Teen 
Workshop

A Folk Art workshop will be held at 
the Sayreville Public Library on Tuesday, 
December 6 at 2:45PM for students in grades 
6 – 12.  Rangoli is a traditional, decorative 
design made on floors of living rooms dur-
ing Hindu festivals.  These welcome designs 
are made using colored powders in various 
geometric shapes. Participants will learn to 
create rangoli patterns using a grid system 
on paper.  They will then be able to use 
the resulting art for decorations on special 
occasions in their own home.  Anyone can 
enjoy making rangolis so we encourage 
everyone to participate and explore their 
creativity through this ancient art of deco-
ration. Register online by visiting: www.
sayrevillelibrary.org or call: 732-727-0212 
ext. 5 for more information.

St. Stan’s Pierogies/
Blintzes Sale

St. Stan’s Rosary Altar Society is hold-
ing a Pierogies/Blintzes Sale, with orders 
being accepted until Dec. 1.  Payment must 
be made when order is placed.  Orders can be 
dropped off in the collection basket, church 
office or call Yvonne 732-257-4634, Rose 
732-257-6728 or Katie 732-553-1898.  You 
can mail your check to: St. Stan’s Rosary Al-
tar Society, 225 MacArthur Ave., Sayreville, 
NJ 08872.  Pick up dates: Friday, Dec. 16th 
between 2:30 & 6:30 p.m. or Sat., Dec. 17th 
between 10 a.m. & 2 p.m.  

You must use the back door of the school 
cafeteria for pickup.

Pierogies cost is $4.50 (12) per dozen, 
and you may choose from: Cheese (Cot-
tage); Potato; Potato & Cheddar Cheese; 
Potatao & Onion; Sauerkraut; Sauerkraut 
& Mushroom.  

Blintzes cost is $4.75 per package of 
(3).  You may choose from: Cheese; Apricot; 
Blueberry; Cherry; Strawberry. 

Elks Holiday Extravaganza
Elks Lodge No. 784, located at 601 

Washington Avenue in South Amboy is 
hosting a ‘Pay It Forward Holiday Weekend 
Extravaganza’ to benefit our children & our 
community this upcoming holiday season.  
Based on an already existing concept that 
the receiver of a good deed repays that by 
paying forward a good deed to three others 
while receiving nothing back in return, this 
event will teach our youth about helping 
others as well as to inspire others to give 
back to their community.  The date is set 
for the weekend of December 9th - 11th & 
will kick-off with a Tricky Tray to benefit 
our children’s educations.  100% of the pro-
ceeds from this event will be donated to our 
children’s classrooms.  Festivities begin for 
our children on Saturday & Sunday as we 
host an ‘Open House’ free of charge for our 
youth providing a weekend of fun, laughter, 
entertainment, educational materials, activi-
ties and give-aways.  During this event, we 
will be collecting food & clothing for local 

charities & needy families, collecting used 
cell phones for victims of domestic violence, 
collecting toys for the Marines Toys for Tots 
Program & creating holiday cards for our 
veterans.  This weekend, made up of vol-
unteers, is a “win-win” community event!  
Almost everything for this event needs to be 
donated by community businesses, members 
and friends and is a testament to our empha-
sis on “giving back” and helping others in 
need.  All profits and donations from this 
weekend will be donated to local charities.  
We are currently accepting donations of mer-
chandise and gift certificates for our tricky 
tray for this charity weekend fundraiser.  
Any donation, big or small, will invariably 
enhance this anticipated event.  To donate, 
mail merchandise or gift certificates to ‘Pay 
It Forward Holiday Weekend Extravaganza’ 
c/o 11 Glen Avenue, Old Bridge, New Jersey 
08857 or call Michele at 732-718-3125 for 
questions or to arrange donation pick-up.

Sayreville HS HOF
The Sayreville High School Hall of 

Fame Committee is seeking nominations for 
its 2012 Annual Awards program.  Nominees 
must be graduates of Sayreville High School 
who have made outstanding contributions to 
their profession, community, or organization.   
There are many graduates who exemplify 
the high standards required for admission to 
the SWMHS Hall of Fame.  We would like 
the public’s help in bringing these alumni 
to our attention. 

Call Elaine Kubacz at 732-727-0192 for 
nomination forms, or submit nomination let-
ters by November 15, 2011 to: SWMHS Hall 
of Fame Committee, 20 Holly Drive, Parlin 
NJ  08859.  The nomination letter should 
briefly list the individual’s accomplishments, 
contact information, including email address, 
and year of graduation, if known.  If you 
prefer, you can email your nomination to: 
barb.anderson2@verizon.net.  Please be sure 
to include your own contact information in 
case we have any questions.

Let a Professional 
Polish Your 
Resume

Do you have a resume that isn’t getting 
you the interviews you are looking for? 
Bring in your current resume and Dr. Colleen 
Georges will provide you with a one-on-one 
critique and suggestions for making your 
resume stand out amongst the competition. 
Sayreville Public Library, Saturday, Dec. 
10, 2011 from 12:00-2:00 PM. For more 
information, contact Alaina at alainad@
lmxac.org or call 732-727-0212 ex. 25.  
Please register by calling Alaina or visiting 
the Reference Desk. You will be assigned a 
15-minute time slot. Time slots are assigned 
on a first come, first served basis.
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Tortoises To 
Remain At Popcorn 
Park

By Tom Burkard
The 350-pound Aldabra Tortoise, named 

Big Black Jack, who was pictured in the 
October Times at Popcorn Park, and  three 
other smaller tortoises 70, 15, and 7 pounds, 
recently became the property of the state, 
when the owner, formerly of North Carolina 
decided to forfeit the animals to a judge dur-
ing a hearing.  It was decided that it was in 
the best interest for the largest tortoise  to be 
kept at Popcorn Park, and the smaller ones 
were sent to Cape May County Zoo, where 
they will be well- cared for.

FENDING OFF THE FLU
Flu season is around the corner, and this 

year with the added types of flu in the mix, 
many of us are searching for a way to stay 
well.  Start by taking preventative measures 
such as regular hand washing, avoid contact 
with people who have the flu and get vacci-
nated if you are in the high risk group (with 
chronic health issues).

Taking precautions early on to fend off 
the flu will help prevent getting the flu.  Vi-
tamin D, for example, bolsters immunity.  In 
one study, people with low blood levels of the 
vitamin were more likely to suffer with upper 
respiratory infections than people with higher 
levels. It appears that this vitamin helps the 
body produce antimicrobial substance that 
defends against infections.  Vitamin D is 
found in fish like salmon, herring and tuna, 
(canned in oil).  A supplement of 1000 units 
of vitamin D3 can also be taken during the 
winter months. 

Zinc. This element is crucial for support-
ing healthy immune cells. Zinc’s effective 
anti-inflammatory and antioxidant properties 
help fight viruses.  In older individuals, those 
with lower blood levels of zinc were more 
likely to get and die of pneumonia.

Protein.  If you don’t eat adequate pro-
tein, your body has to break down muscle 
tissue to make some of this necessary nu-
trient.  Sufficient protein ensures a decent 
supply of circulating while blood cells and 
antibodies which are essential to a highly 
functional immune system.  Adults should 
have two to three servings a day of low fat 
dairy, nuts or dried beans, plus three ounces 
of fish, skinless poultry or lean meat.  With 
this you are more likely to meet the recom-
mended dietary allowance of 63 grams a day 
for men and 50 grams a day for women.

The unsaturated fat Omega 3 fatty acid 
also will enhance immunity by reducing 
inflammation.  It also increases white blood 
cells which decreases pneumonia risks.  It can 
be consumed in walnuts, ground flaxseed, 
canola and olive oils.  Alternatively, 1,000 
milligrams can be taken as a supplement.

Certainly, there are no guarantees that 
you won’t come down with the flu.  However, 
reducing the risks of contracting the flu is 
within your reach.  You need to use good 
personal hygiene, eat healthy foods, stay 
physically active, manage stress levels and 
get enough sleep.  As always, an ounce of 
prevention is worth a pound of cure!
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(Photo by Tom Burkard)
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Local ladies are pictured in front of a giant Sequoia tree, known as “The California Tunnel 
Tree” at Yosemite National Park in Californian.  In the photo (l-r) Marian Peterson-South 
River, Joyce Kilcomons-East Brunswick, Joan Dubovick-Las Vegas, NV, Dot French-Parlin, 
Marianne Rupertus-Brielle, Mary Kotsopulos-Manasquan.  The women were on a recent 
trip and visited San Francisco, Sausalito, Yosemite, Lake Tahoe, Mono Lake, Sonoma, and 
Sacramenton.  (Photo by Marian Peterson).

Julian Will Be Missed
Julian Favretto, who has been deliver-

ing UPS packages to just about everyone 
in South Amboy for the past 25 years, will 
be retiring on Thanksgiving week.  Always 
a great guy, he will be missed, but always 
remembered for his hard work, dedication 
and kind words to everyone.  

Julian wrote the following letter for 
publication in The SA Times:

To the Dear People of South Amboy,
This past August marked 25 years that 

I have been your UPS service provider in 
South Amboy.  Now I am winding down the 
last few weeks with you, as I plan to retire on 
Thanksgiving week.  Over this past quarter 
century, I’ve been privileged to meet and 
work with so many warm and wonderful 
people, and even a few characters, in your 
little town.  You’ve turned a potentially 
grueling job, with its demands and time 
restraints, into something of an adventure 
to me.  The day to day routine was never 
that, because of your friendly attitudes, kind 
words and shared laughs.  Even though 25 
years is really a long time, when I look back 
on certain events, time seemed to fly by.  
I’ve seen your toddlers start school, then 
go to their proms, graduate, drive, marry 
and have babies of their own.  Some started 
careers, businesses, bought homes in their 
old neighborhoods, or moved away only to 

move back.  On every street and neighbor-
hood, people would wave, smile, tap their 
horn or shout out a friendly greeting.  You 
were always courteous and patient with me 
when I blocked your driveways or double 
parked next to you, and held you up for 
a minute.  I’ve enjoyed your Christmas 
decorations, and been frightened by your 
Halloween ones.  You shared your joys and 
problems with me, and also listened to mine.  
For a sociologist, this all could have been a 
dream experiment, for me it was always just 
a good day in South Amboy.  Your town has 
the flavor of a bygone era which I hope you 
will never lose.  

I wanted to share these thoughts with 
you, not to say goodbye, but to simply 
say thank you.  My thanks to the city ad-
ministrators, Police Dept., merchants, and 
shopkeepers, and every resident of South 
Amboy, young and old.  You all made my 
job more pleasant, and gave me a wealth of 
fond memories, and if you should occasion-
ally see me in one of your local eateries, or 
strolling on Broadway, don’t be too shy to 
say hello.

Sincerely,
Julian Favretto
Your “UPS Man”
P.S.  As soon as I learn how, I’ll be on 

Facebook. 

OLV Senior Group December Meeting
The OLV Senior Group will hold their 

December Meeting on Friday, December 
5, 2011 at 1PM in Monsignor Dalton Hall 
on Main Street in Sayreville. After a brief 
business meeting, we will be celebrating 
with our annual Christmas party. The party 
is free of charge to members who have paid 
their dues by the November meeting. The 
cost for non-members will be $18.00. Please 
call Teri at 732-727-7639 if you plan to at-
tend the party. 

Dues will be collected at this meeting. 
The dues for this year will be $10.00 a per-

son for the year – September to June. Our 
meeting dates are:

Jan. 6, Feb. 3, Mar. 2, Apr. 12, May 4, 
and June 1. All meetings are held on Friday 
afternoon at 1PM except the April meeting 
which will be held on Thursday, April 12.

Food donations to St. Vincent de Paul 
are always gladly accepted. 

Our group invites all seniors who are 55 
years and older to join our group. You do not 
need to be a member of OLV. Any questions 
please contact Teri at 732-727-7639.

DID I LEAVE ANYTHING OUT?
Henny the DJ

Like I told you before, this column came 
into being when Tommy Burkard asked me 
to write a few words when fellow St Mary’s 
team mate of mine Steve Flanagan passed 
away. I did and more or less just kept on 
writing. 

First it was  “ The Ghost “ just having 
some fun writing about  The Tank, The City 
Hall Outdoor Dances, The Beginning of the 
Little League, Marty Keays, Jackie Connors, 
Jerry Connors, Jukie Conroy, Tank Leonard, 
Nonnie Nonnemacher, Jimmy English, Ned 
Moran, Nip Noble, Jackie Kreiger, Posty, 
Lopy, Tarallos, Gus Potts Deli, Ed Pacz-
kowski, Kennys Sweet Shoppe, High school 
games in the old Hoffman High School gym, 
Roger Johnson, Eddie Dill, Ducksie’s, The 
Water Works, The Selfless Firemen: Protec-
tion, Enterprise, et al, The Hole-in-the Wall, 
Marching with your  Little League uniform 
in the Memorial Day Parade, Sacred Heart 
Wednesday Night Dances, The Sacred Heart 
Carnival with Lash La Rue, The old St Marys 
Gym up on the third floor on Augusta Street, 
Going to School in the Guild Hall, Smokey 
Ryan, Woody Mc Carthy, etc, etc, etc.  The 
people, places and things that provided the 
backdrop for being young and growing up 
and having fun in town in The Fifties.

Then it was “ Henny the DJ “  talking 
about the Sixties and the  whole new side 
of  town that  seemed to magically appear 
to continue to offer us room for continued 
growth, development and fun:  City League 
Basketball, Fast Pitch Softball Players–slow 
pitch came much later, Bernie Mackiel, Joe 
Conroy, Mookie, The Extra Back, The Boat 
Club, The Amboy Drive In, Fourth of July 

Fireworks Down the Island, Sacred Heart 
Carnival again, Fritz’s on Game Day, the 
Bottle Stop, , Pinky Dill at the Hide Away, 
Mel’s Lounge, Colonel Coopers, Colonels 
Garter, Salt Water Day, The 65th Anniversary 
of the Fireman Extravaganza on Broadway 
( I still have the commemorative glass ),  
Jash Lagoda’s, Horse English, Inky Norek, 
Richie Schultz, Boo Boo Sullivan, Little 
Richard-Chuck Jackson-Gary Chriss and the 
Chrystals- The Green Men-Smokey Robin-
son-Mary Wells-Ben E King-The Coasters- 
incredibly all of them and more on the little 
stage at Colonel Coopers, Megaton at The 
Thunderbird, The Mustang, The Hillcrest, 
and you know as well as I do that this list is 
just scratching the surface of in town social 
diversions in those days.

In all of this writing I’ve tried to focus 
on the town and the people and places and 
not myself very much, but now I’m going to 
have to shift gears and get into another area 
that seems unrelated to South Amboy, but, 
in reality, had a very South Amboy flavor to 
it – The US Army. I’ve already talked about 
being in Basic Training with Billy Bonk; the 
late Ray Kurazwa  going out of his way to 
settle Billy and I down when he was a Drill 
Sergeant  at Fort Dix when we were trainees;  
the loss of an Army buddy who was sent to 
Vietnam with only seven months left to serve 
and dead with 180 days left in country. He 
was from Jamestown, New York, but from 
me he knew as much about the sports and 
social life in town as Vince the Barber.

Next time, how a friend from South 
Amboy finishing up his service time in Fort 
Campbell probably saved my life.

Julian Favretto, South Amboy’s UPS man for 2� years, will retire during Thanksgiving week.  
He is pictured above making deliveries on his Broadway route.  (Photo by Tom Burkard)
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Tricky Tray-Nov. 20
St. Bernadette’s will hold a Tricky Tray 

on Sunday, Nov. 20th at St. Bernadette’s 
Church, O’Dea Hall, located at Villanova 
& Princeton Roads, Parlin.  Doors open at 
3 p.m.  There will be a main table, special 
prizes, a Christmas table,  50-50.  No children 
under 12 permitted.  Refreshments will be 
available.  All tickets will be sold at the door.  
No advance sale.  Tickets are $5 per person.  
For more info call 732-841-7760.

Improving the 
Health of our 
Community
By Amanda Rushnak, Membership
Director, South Amboy Branch YMCA

Over the past several decades our nation 
has fallen into a rut of unhealthy lifestyles 
including a lack of physical activity and 
unhealthy eating.  This has led to an increase 
in chronic diseases such as heart disease, 
cancer and diabetes; and which are now 
collectively our nation’s leading causes of 
death.  This lifestyle health crisis sheds light 
on the need to provide resources and support 
to those who need help getting on a path to 
healthier living.  The problem is so prevalent 
that the Obama administration’s just-released 
National Prevention Strategy: America’s 
Plan for Better Health and Wellness placed 
its heaviest emphasis on chronic diseases and 
factors known to prevent these diseases.  In 
New Jersey, chronic disease is no stranger 
to residents as 28 percent of adults have 
high blood pressure and 39 percent of those 
screened reported having high cholesterol, 
according to the CDC.

While there is a renewed focus on pre-
vention and wellness at the federal level, 
helping those who live and work in South 
Amboy and the surrounding communi-
ties adopt healthier lifestyles and increase 
their well-being has been a major point of 
emphasis for the South Amboy YMCA for 
the past year since opening our new branch. 
Through Y initiatives such as LIVESTRONG 
at the YMCA, our Diabetes Prevention 
Program, and Group Fit Personal Training, 
community residents are learning to live 
healthier.  More information about each of 
these programs is available on our website: 
www.ymcaofmewsa.org/southamboy.

As a leading nonprofit committed to 
strengthening communities through youth 
development, healthy living and social 
responsibility, the South Amboy Branch 
YMCA believes that obesity and chronic 
diseases can be effectively addressed on a 
local level with a commitment to programs 
and initiatives that give people the support 
they need to sustain healthier lifestyles.  In 
fact, Ys nationwide are working to ensure 
that all of the places where people live, 
work, learn and play provide opportunities 
for healthy living. 

“At the South Amboy Y, we believe that 
the solution to solving the nation’s lifestyle 
health crisis begins with prevention on the 
local level,” says Mike Manfre, Physical 
Director.  “With the Y having such a large 
presence in our community we are able to 
tailor our programs to meet the specific need 
of South Amboy and Sayreville residents and 
make living healthy an easier choice.”

The Y has been listening and responding 
to communities across the nation and their 
most critical needs for 160 years.  Whether 
welcoming and connecting diverse popu-
lations or preventing chronic disease and 
building healthier communities, the Y brings 
families together, encourages good health 
and fosters connections through fitness, 
sports, fun and shared interests.  Millions 
of youth, adults and families receive the 
support and services they need to achieve 
greater health and well-being.

24



South Amboy-Sayreville Times   November 19, 2011   2�

Talkin’ Newspaper And More With The SA Times Publisher Tom Burkard
By Steve Schmid

Last month’s issue marked a major 
milestone for The South Amboy-Sayreville 
Times and its founder/publisher/editor, Tom 
Burkard,  as they celebrated their 20th An-
niversary of bringing good news to our local 
communities.  

With such a busy schedule, it’s pretty 
hard to nail Tom down for an interview, and 
this is his first one since the 10th Anniversary 
issue, October 20, 2001, which you can see 
at our archives at dowdell.org.

Steve Schmid (SS): How has South 
Amboy changed in the last 20 years?

Tom Burkard (TB): There have been so 
many changes and improvements including 
the facelift on Broadway, new train station; 
South Amboy High School/Middle School; 
Dowdell Library; YMCA, and in addition, 
South Amboy had a ferry service and hopes 
to get another one in the future.  The Rari-
tan Bay Waterfront Park, with the Sebban 
memorial monument, is most beneficial to 
both South Amboy and Sayreville.

SS: How has Sayreville changed?
TB: Sayreville has added fields for its 

ever-expanding recreation program;  the 9/11 
memorial at Burke’s Park; The creation of the 
beautiful Buchanan Park, plus the Borough 
plans a huge redevelopment at its waterfront, 
which will be called The Pointe.

SS: What was the most important story 
in the last 20 years?

TB: There were far too many to narrow 
it down to one.

SS: What is your favorite story?
TB: One of my many favorites was cov-

ering South Amboy’s Jack McKeon during 
and after he managed the Florida Marlins 
to the World Series title over the Yankees in 
2003.  Also, on his special visit and hero’s 
welcome to South Amboy after winning the 

World Series.  The many interviews with 
former New York Yankee Allie Clark cover-
ing his life, in a 4-part series was also most 
interesting.  “The History of Local Bands,” 
a 7-part series by Clem Skarzynski was also 
an amazing ride down memory lane.  I truly 
enjoy doing one-on-one interviews with 
everyone ranging from the average person 
to celebrities.

SS: What is your least favorite story?
TB: The toughest stories to write are 

eulogies about friends or well-known locals 
who have died.  I also honor others who 
have passed on  in the Talk of the Towns 
“In Memoriam.”

SS: When you started in ’91, could 
you envision 20 years of success as a local 
paper?

TB: I honestly never looked 20 years 
down the road.  Man, that’s a long time!   I 
do know I was determined to make The SA 
Times a newspaper that people would enjoy 
reading, and I could, through hard work and 
dedication, make a living off of.  God has 
truly blessed me with new ideas all the time, 
great advertisers, an outstanding Associate 
Publisher Brian Stratton, plus a talented 
staff of voluntary writers.  Of course, I also 
have the most dedicated and faithful readers 
around, who can’t wait until the next issue 
comes out each month.  I sincerely thank 
everyone for your support and help over 
the last 20 years!

SS: What inspired you to start The SA 
Times?

TB: I saw a need for an interesting and 
informative newspaper in the area,  that 
would incorporate current happenings, with 
the good old days, sports, music, etc.  I feel 
that most of the other newspapers print con-
troversy, gloom and doom, and I’m proud to 

say that The SA Times is “The good news 
newspaper.”

SS: Did you write for the school news-
paper?

TB: No, not in high school, but I was a 
sportswriter at Middlesex County College.

SS: Who is your favorite interview?
TB: Once again, another list that is 

endless.    Every interview is very special 
to me in its own way, and I learn something 
new from each person.  I’ve interviewed 
people from all walks of life, ranging from 
your average everyday person to sports 
celebrities, musicians, actors, politicians, 
high school coaches and players.  Several 
of the most renowned were Jack McKeon, 
Allie Clark, John & Eddie O’Brien, the late 
Eddie “Buddy” Popowski, Yogi Berra, Greg 
Evigan, Gary Lewis (Jerry’s son and leader 
of Gary Lewis & The Playboys Band), Felix 
Cavaliere, John Eddie, and so many more. 

SS: What was your background in Jour-
nalism before you started the newspaper?  

TB: I graduated from Kean University 
with a BA in Urban/Outdoor Recreation, and 
surprisingly, never had a course in Journal-
ism or writing.  I was a sportswriter/editor 
for the old South Amboy Citizen; sports 
correspondent for The News Tribune under 
Sports Editor Ron Kukulski; sportswriter for 
The Independent in Keyport; Editor of The 
Enterprise in Marlboro.  I have authored 
two books so far.  In 1997, “The Ultimate 
Mickey Mantle Trivia Book” was published 
by Citadel Press and Carol Publishing, and 
was sold all over the U.S., and in 2004, I 
self-published “Jack McKeon: Baseball, 
Cigars, and Saint Theresa.”  God gives 
everyone a special gift, and I was blessed 
to discover mine, when I started The SA 
Times in ’91.

SS: Why have you been so successful in 
our community as a local newspaper?

TB: It’s most important to be in tune with 
the needs of local businesses as advertisers, 
and giving them the very best we can as far 
as running beautiful ads in the paper, and 
also in color on our website, for 2 years at 
no additional cost to them.  I’m a people 
person and I think that really helps.  I love 
people and dealing with them every day in 
the newspaper field.

SS: How has technology affected the 
newspaper?

TB: The Dowdell Library has digitalized 
every issue of The SA Times since 1991.  
You can go to: dowdell.org, and click on The 
South Amboy-Sayreville Times box, and it 
will take you in to see any past issue.  Also, 
with our website: thesatimes.com, people 
from all over the world can now stay cur-
rent on what’s happening in South Amboy 
and Sayreville.

SS: What is in the future for The South 
Amboy-Sayreville Times and Publisher/Edi-
tor Tom Burkard?

TB: I can assure our advertisers and 
readers that we will continue to bring you 
the area’s #1 newspaper, loaded with interest-
ing articles, in addition to some of the finest 
photography (by our staff) in the state, and 
much, much more.  I will personally promise 
to put 200% of dedication into each issue as 
I have always done since our premier news-
paper came out on October 18, 1991.  

Again, I would like to thank everyone, 
staff, advertisers, readers, and all who con-
tributed an article or photo through the years.  
Thank you, and God Bless! 

Letter
Hi Tom,
Since the start up, I have been an avid 

reader of The South Amboy-Sayreville 
Times.  You have a knack for reporting all 
the good news, which makes for enjoyable 
reading, for me, and for your many, many 
other readers.

When I read your “Letters to the Editor,” 
I am always amazed at the many memories 
each issue conjures up, as well as the remarks 
the “Letters” generate.  Your local readers 
mail the paper to their friends and relatives 
far and near.  That is a great pass-along 
readership.  And, now that you are online, 
it is accessible to everyone, regardless of 
where they reside.

You have a wonderful staff of writers 
who convey the essence of “The Pleasant 
Little City.”  I totally enjoy Henny Conroy, 
Elaine Holton Scott, Al Gomolka and Clem 
Skarzynski.  And you have a cadre of consis-
tent advertisers: Ed Paczkowski’s Foodtown, 
Brian O’Connor, “The Pank,” and of course 
Lagoda’s Saloon.

I often wish there were more pages each 

issue.  But, I also understand the dynamic 
of profitability and the need to balance the 
advertising with the editorial.  I can assure 
your many advertisers, they are getting a big 
“bang for their buck.”  By your advertisers 
being affiliated with your publication, they 
are literally reaching thousands.  And when 
those who have moved off to another city 
or state as I have, and visit, we often seek 
out business facilities made famous by your 
newspaper for our needs.

During the past 20 years, I have contrib-
uted numerous articles, mostly about Jack 
McKeon during Spring Training.

I purposely wrote this letter now, 
because I wanted to be part of the next 20 
highly successful years of The South Am-
boy-Sayreville Times.

Ron Kukulski
(Formerly of South Amboy)
Port St. Lucie, Florida
P.S. I just returned from New Jersey, 

where I was part of brother Bob’s 65th 
birthday celebration.  Happy 65th to Bob 
Kukulski! 

Elks Charity Weekend
Elks Lodge 784 located at 601 Wash-

ington Ave., South Amboy is hosting a ‘Pay 
It Forward Holiday Weekend Extravaganza’ 
December 9th – 11th for the purpose of 
distributing funds & other donated items to 
local schools & charities while teaching our 
younger generation of its importance.  The 
weekend kicks off with a Tricky Tray on Fri-
day evening to benefit our children’s educa-
tions.  100% of the proceeds from this event 
will be donated to our children’s classrooms 
in Perth Amboy, Sayreville, South Amboy 
and South River.  Festivities begin for our 
children on Saturday & Sunday as we host 
an ‘Open House’ for our youth providing 
a weekend of fun, laughter, entertainment, 
educational materials, activities and give-
aways.  Saturday is dedicated to young 
teens ages 11-13 from 3 p.m. – 6 p.m. and 

teenagers ages 14-18 from 7 p.m. to 10 p.m.  
Sunday is dedicated to our younger children 
as we host Breakfast with Santa from 9 a.m. 
to noon.  Admission is free to all children on 
Saturday and Sunday who bring a charitable 
donation from the list below:

New unwrapped toys for the Marines 
Toys for Tots Program (ages toddler to 17)

Non-perishable food for area food 
banks

New/gently worn clothing/coats for 
needy families

Old cell phone & accessories in any 
condition from any provider to benefit vic-
tims of domestic violence.

For Tickets to the Tricky Tray and ad-
ditional information on the weekend, please 
contact Michele at 732-718-3125 or mrut-
terlucent@aol.com. 
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Obituaries
Andrejewski, Lillian, 90, of South 

Amboy died on Oct. 26.
Berardi, Carolyn, 81, of Parlin died 

on Oct. 27.
Chiasson, Lynn M. Burley, 51, of Parlin 

died on Oct. 31.
DeLuco, Anthony J., 53, of Parlin died 

on Nov. 1.
DeLucia, Joseph M., 86, of Sayreville 

died on Nov. 6.
Demetski, Joseph J., 67, of Sayreville 

died on Nov. 8.
Fazekas, Robert J. “Fuzzy” Sr., 74, of 

Morgan died on Oct. 14.
Forrest, Jeremiah “Jerry,” 55, of Parlin 

died on Oct. 21.
Foster, Jason, 33, of Sayreville died 

on Nov. 1.
Homnick, Dale J., 80, of Sayreville 

died on Nov. 3.
Hyle, Edward B., 76, of Sayreville died 

on Oct. 18.
Ippolito, Thomas, 92, of Sayreville died 

on Nov. 2.
Kellerman, Carol A., 63, of Parlin died 

on Oct. 13.
Kennedy, Thomas M., 65, formerly of 

South Amboy died on Oct. 23.
Krutul, Robert A., 63, of South Amboy 

died on Nov. 6.
Lagoda, Mary D., 90, of South Amboy 

died on Nov. 3.
Lazo, Melanie Witham, 40, formerly of 

South Amboy died on Oct. 29.
Lewis, Madeline of Parlin died on 

Nov. 3.
Lotkowictz, Anne C. Dill, 75, of South 

Amboy died on Oct. 20.
McCarthy, Jason D., 40, of South Am-

boy died on Nov. 5.
Mickiewicz, Pamela, 56, of Parlin died 

on Nov. 9.
Norton, James J., 82, of South Amboy 

died on Oct. 13.
Pawlowski, Isidore A., 75, of South 

Amboy died on Nov. 8.
Porowski, Benedict “Ben,” 89, of 

Sayreville died on Oct. 15.
Purcell, Philip J., 68, formerly of South 

Amboy died on Nov. 5.
Quattrocchi, Lynn M., 53, formerly of 

South Amboy died on Oct. 28.
Russell, William T., 66, of South Amboy 

died on Nov. 8.
Saporito, Charles V. Sr., 85, of Parlin 

died on Oct. 27.
Schaller, Robert T. “Bobby,” 31, of 

Parlin died on Oct. 15.
Soltis, Ruth C., 70, formerly of Sayre-

ville died on Oct. 8.
Szatkowski, Marion Cox, 84, of South 

Amboy died on Oct. 27.
Taylor, Daniel M., 31, of South Amboy 

died on Nov. 4.
Wolfe, Tinamarie, 43, of Morgan died 

on Oct. 20.

OLV Seniors 
Hunterdon Hills 
Christmas Show 
Trip

The OLV Senior Group is sponsoring 
a trip to the Hunterdon Hills Playhouse on 
Thursday, December 29, 2011 from 9:30AM 
– 5PM. The show being featured is entitled 
A Branson Country Christmas which fea-
tures the Tim Gillis Band and Comedian 
Crazy Elmer. The price of the trip is $75.00 
which includes ticket to the show, full meal, 
coffee, tea, bus transportation, bus gratuity, 
and snack on return trip. Make checks pay-
able to OLV Seniors. The bus will be at the 
lower parking lot of Our Lady of Victories 
Church. 

For your convenience you can fill out 
the form below with your name, address, 
phone and cell phone number and menu 
choice. Please send it to: Teri Yetsko, 6 Lani 
Streeet, South Amboy, NJ 08879. For further 
information or to make a reservation, please 
contact Teri at (732) 727-7639. Reservations 
need to be made by December 10, 2011.
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South Amboy Man Releases New Book
South Amboy resident Charles Lobaito 

is the author of a new book, “The Distance 
Between  Hopes And Dreams.”  Published by 
iUniverse, the book is a collection of poetry 
that embodies, and explores the human spirit.  
We all wish to be great, and we all dream 
beyond the heights of our imagination.  The 
verses contained in this book examine those 
wishes and dreams-their conception and their 
accomplishment.

Each poem offers a journey- a literary 
awakening into the places we know and 
beyond.  From love to war, hope to promise, 
history to time, freedom to knowledge, the 

verses in this collection share honest, witty, 
and philosophical considerations of life at 
the dawn of the 21st century.  The Distance 
Between Hopes And Dreams brings out the 
poet and dreamer in all of us.

Author Charles Lobaito was born in 
Plainfield in 1978, and currently resides 
in South Amboy.  He attended Middlesex 
County College and the University of Central 
Oklahoma, with a major in English.  In ad-
dition to writing, he has established a career 
in business, and retail management.  This is 
his fourth book of poetry. 

A Conversation With Joe Cross
By Fran Fitzmorris

Joe Cross is a former resident of South 
Amboy, and grew up in the Mechanicsville 
section of town.  He now lives in Sayreville.  
A graduate of St. Mary’s Class of 1959, you 
will see that Cross has a great knowledge 
and love of both baseball and Mechanics-
ville.  Our conversation took place down 
at Waterfront Park, the old “landfill” to the 
oldtimers.

Before we started, we walked the soccer 
field reminiscing about Swan Hill, the Water 
Works, Morgan Heights and the railroad that 
runs right there.  

FF (Fran Fitzmorris): What are your first 
memories of where we are standing?

JC (Joe Cross): My first memory was 
age 6 or 7 (1948-49) when my parents would 
drive down to the bottom of George St., 
right where the fire company is now located.  
That’s where the shoreline was at that time.  
In the very early 50’s, the landfill was created.  
I also remember down the beach towards 
Morgan was a place they called 40 Horses.  
I’m not sure how that was named.

FF: During our first conversation, you 
referred to an article on the fields of South 
Amboy, and especially the one on Wilm-
ont St.  What made that one so special for 
you?  

JC: Several things.  Home plate was 
made out of wood and the backstop was only 
a half of one.  There were woods located 
along the first and third base lines, and it 
looked like the grandstands at the old Polo 
Grounds that the NY Giants played in until 
they moved west in ’58.  The field was large 
and sloped down.  A home run in centerfield 
was when the ball would roll over the hill.  It 
was dangerous because you had the railroad 
below and Highway 35 above that.  By ages 
13 and 14, we moved the home plate to the 
right field line with old home plate now 
left field.  Because we were hitting into the 
woods, we now lost many baseballs and re-
ally couldn’t afford them.  When we needed 
some, we went to our “Guardian Angel,” Walt 
Rogers, a former minor league player who 
helped us out.  Even if he wasn’t around, 
his wife would give us balls whenever we 
came knocking.  We didn’t even realize that 
they were Major League balls and not Little 

League balls.
FF: Who were some of the people who 

played there?
JC: Walter Lange, future star pitcher 

for St. Mary’s, Manny Formoso, a 2-sport 
star player at Hoffman, a young Joe Pohl, 
Tom Wisniewski, Ray Durski would stop 
by, Wayne Sturgis, Gary Tice, Billy Lange, 
Ronnie Kurowsky, Tom Cudo, Jerry Free-
man, one of the Ray Creed’s in town, Billy 
Masterson, Al Holman, and Butch Mulvey.  
We never had a full compliment of teams 
with 9 players, all the time.  Most times 
we had 4-5 on each team, and had to have 
special rules like if a lefty hit a ball towards 
left field, he was out.

FF: Did you play in the Little 
League?

JC: I didn’t play the first year in 1952.  
In ’53, I was drafted by Briggs, and in ’54, 
somehow ended up on the Knights of Colum-
bus, sort of like being traded.  The manager 
was John “Red” Connors, and your father, 
Tom Fitzmorris was a coach.  I played mostly 
first base and some outfield.  I even pitched 
twice.  I beat Briggs 5-4 and lost to Rotary.  
We were around a .500 club.

FF: What came after Little League?
JC: In 1955, there still wasn’t an official 

Babe Ruth League.  There were no sponsors, 
but 3 or 4 teams played with no uniforms.  
The league was run by Johnny Zdanewicz.  
All the teams did play in the county tourna-
ment at Roosevelt Park.

FF: How about high school?
JC: I played one year, mostly as a sub, 

as a junior under Coach Smokey Ryan.  Well 
after high school, I coached Sacred Heart 
CYO, Sure Hit Home Improvements, and 
Boat Club from 1972-1986 in the South 
Amboy Babe Ruth League, but my job at 
the Gerdau-Ameristeel Company in Perth 
Amboy for 26 years had me working more 
hours and I had to pack in the coaching.  I 
never lost my love for baseball.

FF: What have you been doing the last 
20 years which might surprise some?

JC: I have played slow pitch softball in 
Old Bridge.  First for the over 50 and then 
with the 60 and over with no thought of retire-
ment, as my 70th birthday approaches. 

Sayreville Mayor Kennedy O’Brien (r) presents a proclamation to Borough resident Elisabeth 
Nejmann in honor of her 100th birthday which was on Oct. 15.  Elisabeth has resided at 
the Lakeview Senior Building since 1984, and continues to do all her own chores such as 
cleaning, cooking, grocery shopping and laundry.  She is an active member of the Thursday 
Sayreville Senior Club.  She was born in Vienna, Austria.  Her family owned a circus, where 
she performed on the trapeze (without a net).  She came to the U.S. in 1955 and became 
a citizen in 1960.  Happy Birthday, Elisabeth!  (Photo/info courtesy of Jen Krushinski)  

Cardinal McCarrick High School presented this year’s Royal Court at the recent Homecoming 
game. Pictured (l-r) Senior Queen, Kristina Albrecht, Senior King, Anthony Schiavone, 
Senior Princess, Tasha Sanchez, Senior Prince, Mitchell Farrell, Junior Princess, Katelyn 
Latham, Junior Prince, Zachary Dorso, Sophomore Princess, Regina Poerio, Sophomore 
Prince, Marcus Townes, Freshman Princess, Melissa Adams, Freshman Prince, Clinton 
Rowe.  (Photo by Brian Stratton)
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