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White Christmas 
2009

By Steve Schmid
The biggest December snowstorm in 39 

years blanketed South Amboy and Sayreville 
with 13-15 inches of the cold white stuff.  
The strong winds contributed to snowdrifts 
over 2 feet, and snarled traffic, while curtail-
ing Christmas shopping and other holiday 
activities.  The snow created a panorama 
of a winter wonderland in the area parks, 
and many children got to use their sleds, as 
others enjoyed making snowmen.  

The snow began Saturday afternoon 
Dec. 19th with light flurries, and it became 
steadier and heavier as nightfall approached.  
The winds increased in the late afternoon and 
continued that night, creating near blizzard 
conditions, as the snow accumulated at a rate 
of 2-3 inches an hour.  The snow finally ended 
early Sunday morning.  Municipal road crews 
worked hard to keep the roads open with 
their plowing operations.  The last Decem-
ber snowstorm of this magnitude occurred 
December 11-12, 1960, when 17 inches of 
snow blanketed the area.  This most recent 
snow gave us our first white Christmas since 
2002.  Cold temperatures following the storm 
enabled the snow to stick around through 
Christmas, until a rainstorm on December 
26th washed most of it away.

*See Page 8 for more exclusive SA 
Times Snowstorm photos, and also feature 
story, "1960 December Snowstorm." 

Noble Grand 
Marshal

Thomas J. Noble, 2010 South Amboy St. 
Patrick's Day Parade Grand Marshall   

Lifelong resident of the city of South 
Amboy, Thomas J. Noble was selected to 
be this year’s South Amboy St. Patrick’s 
Day parade Grand Marshal. Tom is a 30-
year veteran of the South Amboy Police 
Department, retiring as a Detective Sergeant 
in 1995. He is a board member of the New 
Jersey State Retired Police and Firemen 
Association of Middlesex and Monmouth 
Counties and is a past president and member 
of the Central Jersey Police Film Library. 
Tom is also a respected member of South 
Amboy Fire Department’s Protection Engine 
Company.

A member of the Ancient Order of 
Hibernians, Middlesex County Chapter#9 
Emerald Society, Tom was the recipient 
of the 2004 “Irishman of the Year” award 
presented by the Pete Kenny Association. 
Extremely active in numerous community 
organizations, he is a member of the Ameri-
can Legion, Luke A. Lovely Post #62, the 
South Amboy Knights of Columbus, the 
South Amboy Municipal Alliance Against 
Drugs and Alcohol Abuse, South Amboy 
Shade Tree Advisory Commission, and South 
Amboy Elks, a past president and member 
of Frog Hollow Swim and Tennis Club and 
a volunteer board member of the Raritan 
Bay Credit Union.

Tom and his wife Mary Halmi Noble 
celebrate 48 years of marriage.  They have 
four children, Mary Repice, Ann Noble, Tom 
Noble, and Jennifer Kilcooley, and are the 
proud grandparents of nine.

With his distinguished career and con-
tributions to the community along with a 

South Amboy Train Station Opens
By Steve Schmid

A new era of transportation has begun 
with the opening of the new $46 million 
train station in South Amboy.  The station 
opened to passengers January 5, and the 
4:33 a.m. New York bound train became the 
first to stop at the climate controlled center, 
island- high level platform.  

The new station features a climate 
controlled waiting room, restrooms, closed 
circuit security cameras, large visual screens 
which show timetables and how the trains 
are running.  The ticket office is open from 
4:55 a.m. to 12:25 p.m. Monday through 
Friday for the convenience of riders.  Mod-
ern ticket vending machines are available.  
Elevators are accessible to aid the physically 
handicapped riders, as the station was built 
in compliance with the Americans With 
Disabilities Act.  

At the ribbon-cutting ceremony which 
officially opened the station, South Amboy 
Mayor John T. O'Leary expressed his plea-
sure with the completion of the structure.  
"This is a facility that really enhances our 
transportation needs, not only in South 

Amboy, but Middlesex County.  More im-
portantly, it takes cars off the road, which 
helps clean up the air."  O'Leary noted state 
and federal funds have been utilized since 
1997, when the first federal grant of $600,000 
was approved.  

19th District Assemblyman John S. 
Wisniewski, Chairman of the Assembly 
Transportation Committee also attended.  
"The completed South Amboy station project 
provides a true gateway for the residents of 
South Amboy, Sayreville and Middlesex 
County," Wisniewski said.

South Amboy resident Vince Mackiel 
was also impressed and said,  "It's a brand 
new facility that will bring life to the city."

The station currently serves 1,300 daily 
NJ Transit commuters and is the third busiest 
stop on the North Jersey Coast Line.  Mayor 
O'Leary said the next step of the rail station 
project is construction of a 900 space parking 
lot, doubling the size of the current one.  He 
said more parking is needed since the new 
station should attract more riders.

Retired South Amboy Police Detective Sgt. Ray Durski clears snow from his sidewalk 
following the December storm.  (Photo by Tom Burkard)

Drew Newcomb Jr. of South Amboy gets into plowing with his four-wheeler during the largest 
snowstorm in December since 1960.  (Photo by Tom Burkard)

Mulvey Deputy 
Grand Marshal

Francis “Butch” Mulvey Named 2010 
South Amboy St. Patrick's Day Parade 
Deputy Grand Marshall   

The South Amboy St. Patrick’s Day pa-
rade committee has named Frances “Butch” 
Mulvey Deputy Grand Marshall for the 
2010 parade.  A lifelong resident of South 
Amboy, Butch grew up in Mechanicsville, 
attended St. Mary Elementary School, and 
is a graduate of the Middlesex County 
Vocational and Technical School in Perth 
Amboy. A Viet-Nam era veteran, he served 
in the U.S. Navy as a Seabee until 1968. 
After the service, he followed his father’s 
footsteps and joined the Mechanicsville Hose 
Company where he held the offices of 1st 
and 2nd Lieutenant, Captain, Trustee, Chief 
Driver, Secretary, and finally Chief in 1984. 
Currently he holds the position of President 
with the company.    

Siarkiewicz Chosen 
President

Borough of Sayreville Councilwoman 
Paula Siarkiewicz was re-elected Council 
President, defeating Councilman David 
Kaiserman, after Mayor Kennedy O'Brien 
cast the tie-breaking vote.  

SA St. Patrick's 
Day Parade-March 13

This year's South Amboy St. Patrick's 
Day Parade will be held on Saturday, March 
13.  The parade continues to grow in size 
each year, and is easily the best in the state 
of New Jersey.

The South Amboy Parade Committee 
will hold a celebration honoring the South 
Amboy St. Patrick's Day Parade Grand 
Marshall and Deputy Grand Marshall, on 
Friday Jan. 23rd from 7-11 p.m. at the AOH 
Hall, located on the corner of Stevens Ave. 
and Second St.  There will be plenty of food, 
wine, beer, soda, and great music to listen to.  
Tickets are available at the AOH Hall, and 
South Amboy Foodtown. Check the website 
at: www.saparade.com.

Don't miss the "Hoist A Pint" Nights on 
Feb. 6th at the AOH Hall, and March 12th 
at the Landmark Tavern. 

continued on page 14

At the opening of South Amboy’s new Train Station, the ceremonial ribbon is cut by (l-r) NJ 
Transit Executive Director Richard Sarles, Assemblyman John S. Wisniewski, Freeholder 
Ronald Rios, South Amboy Mayor John T. O'Leary, Representative of Frank Pallone Jr. 
D-5th, and South Amboy Economic Development Consultant Stanley Marcinczyk. (Photo 
by Brian Stratton)

Coughlin Sworn In 

Craig J. Coughlin a former South Am-
boy Councilman was sworn in Jan.12 at 
Trenton for his first term as Assemblyman 
from the 19th district.  Congratulations and 
Best of Luck!

continued on page 19
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A light snow halted work on the new Raritan Bay YMCA complex on lower South Broadway 
recently.  As you can see, the project is moving along quickly and should be an outstanding 
addition to the City of South Amboy upon its completion.  (Photo by Tom Burkard)

Talk Of The Towns
By Tom Burkard

Garnett Retires
Longtime South Amboy Superintendent 

of Public Works, Jerry Garnett has retired 
after serving the City of South Amboy for 
over 30 outstanding years.  Jerry always did 
an excellent job, and we wish him all the 
best in the days ahead!  Congratulations, 
Jerry, and thank you for your dedication 
and hard work!
Msgr. Behl At St. Thomas

Msgr. Richard Behl is the current Pastor 
of St. Thomas The Apostle in Old Bridge.  
Early in his career as a priest, he was assigned 
to St. Mary's Church in the 1960's, and we 
remember him as having a terrific personality 
and lots of energy.  Congratulations to Msgr. 
Behl on his many fine accomplishments in 
the priesthood!
In Memoriam

Robert Allen, 52, of Morgan died on 
Dec. 16.  He was treasurer of the Sayreville 
AA, and coached baseball and basketball in 
the Borough.  Douglas "Ace" Olsen, 74, of 
Sayreville died on Dec. 20.  He retired from 
the Borough of Sayerville Police Dept. with 
the rank of Detective in 1994. Mary Cannon 
Burnette, 81, formerly of South Amboy died 
on Dec. 20.  She was a kind-hearted lady 
and great neighbor many years ago.  Mary 
worked at New Jersey Bell for over 30 years.   
Lula-Mae Modzelewski, 91, of Sayreville 
died on Dec. 21.  She taught for 40 years 
in the Sayreville schools system and also at 
South Amboy Elementary School.  William 
Braitsch, 84, of Sayreville died on Dec. 
23.  He was a life member and Past Com-
mander of Sayreville VFW Memorial Post 
4699.  James Kenny, 82, formerly of South 
Amboy died on Dec. 25.  He was a talented 
St. Mary's baseball player in the 40's, and a 
great guy who threw a no-hitter against St. 
James of Red Bank. Veronica Keegan, 87, of 
Parlin died on Dec. 27.  She was a member 
of the OLV Church Choir for over 35 years.  
Frank Cross, 84, formerly of Melrose died 

Pleasant Little 
Trivia

By Tom Burkard
1.Krauszer's located across from the 

Amboy National Bank was once under dif-
ferent owners, and known as a.Joe Smoke's 
b.Astarita's c.Hubbard's Cupboard

2.In 1980, where was Jersey Central 
Power & Light Company's generating station 
located in Sayreville?  a.River Road b.Jernee 
Mill Road c.Cheesequake Road

3.In '93, this bar was located at 132 South 
Broadway, on the corner of John St.?  a.Tutty 
Tease b.English's Pub c.Fatso Fogerty's

4.Sayreville High's Senior Class Presi-
dent in 1962?  a.Joseph Klosek b.Raymond 
Fielek c.Jacqueline Chrzan

5.South Amboy's last Republican 
Mayor?  a.Thorvald Olsen b.J. Peter Rush 
c.Joseph Charmello

6.President of the Sayreville Jaycees 
in 1973?  a.John Schmid b.William Smith 
c.Gary Robinson

7.South Amboy's last female council-
woman?  a.Claire Reilly b.Erma Brown 
c.Beverly Samuelson

8.In '76, where was Kelly's Bar located 
in Sayreville?  a.Main St. b.Washington Rd. 
c.Embroidery St.

9.He was not a South Amboy council-
man in 1958?  a.Donald Thomas b.Leon 
Wisniewski c.Lee Swiatkowski

10.In '77 West Garage was located in 
this section of Sayreville?  a.Morgan b.Parlin 
c.Melrose

11.Served as South Amboy Recreation 
Director in '76?  a.Edward Flannery b.Jack 
Hulsart c.John Zdanewicz

12.This Auto Radiator service was 
located in Melrose in '75?  a.Mike's Hot & 
Cool b.Melrose Auto Body Shop c.Danko's 
A & R Service

Answers
1c 2a 3c 4b 5b 6b 7c 8b 9a 10a11a 
12b.

continued on page 15
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 ★  Business of the Month  ★

Carol Johnson, owner of Colleen's Kitchen & Catering is busy preparing another tasty 
sub at her outstanding business located at 132 South Pine Ave., South Amboy.  (Photo 
by Tom Burkard)

Santa Claus and his helper are ready to make their stops in Parlin.  (Photo by Tom 
Burkard)

Colleen's Kitchen & Catering

Colleen's Kitchen & Catering has 
been in business for 3 years now, and is 
one of the most popular eateries in the 
local area.  Colleen's, owned by Sayre-
ville native/South Amboy resident, Carol 
Johnson, offers an outstanding menu of 
food, including subs, homemade salads, 
homemade soups, thin crust pizza, and 
much more, as well as  breakfast to help 
start your day on a full stomach.  You 
can get a tasty Breakfast Sandwich and 
a drink for under $5 plus tax.  Breakfast 
is served all day long.

Colleen's is now catering for all 
events, large or small, and if you've got 
something special planned or are having 
a get together with family or friends, give 
Carol a call to whip up some great food 
for you and your guests.  

Football fans, remember Colleen's, 
and order early for the playoffs, and 
especially the Super Bowl on February 
7th.  Colleen's also features Sub Platters, 
1/2 pan items, and those famous 3, 4, and 
6 foot subs, just perfect for your football 
game parties.

If you've been a bit busy and don't 
have time to cook, try Colleen's Heat & 
Serve dinners.

Colleen's Kitchen & Catering 
menu features 24 different submarine 
sandwiches; 8 different Sloppy's/Club 

Sandwiches.  The top Sloppy's are the Ham 
& Cheese; Roast Beef, Turkey Breast & 
Cheese; Tuna & Cheese.  The Sloppy is a 
Triple Decker Sandwich with Coleslaw & 
Russian Dressing.  Great Club Sandwiches 
include the Roast Beef & Cheese, and 
the Turkey Breast, Ham, & Cheese.  The 
Club Sandwich is also a Triple Decker and 
includes tomato, lettuce & bacon.

Other specialty Hot Items are Meatball 
Parm, California Hamburger with lettuce, 
tomato, onion & Mayo; the Patty Melt with 
Swiss Cheese & sautéed onions; Chicken 
Parm; California Chicken; Chicken Fin-
gers, and much, much more.  Carol cre-
ates one of the tastiest wraps around and 
the Chicken Wings are also something 
special, as is every item on this incredible 
menu.  The delicious items are endless 
at Colleen's, with all types of Hot Dogs, 
French Fries, Cheese Fries, Jalapeno Pop-
pers, Mozzarella Sticks, Onion Rings, all 
kinds of salads, and Vegetarian Favorites 
such as the Veggie Melt, Pizza Sub, and 
Eggplant Parm.

Carol Johnson offers one of the finest 
and most complete food menus around at 
Colleen's Kitchen & Catering located at 
132 South Pine Ave., South Amboy.  Store 
hours are Monday-Friday 6 a.m. to 5 p.m., 
Saturday & Sunday 8 a.m. to 2 p.m.  Save 
some time by calling in your order at 732-
525-9262 or Fax 732-525-5355.

Decorating Contest 
Winners

The Sayreville Department of Recre-
ation congratulates the following winners 
of its Holiday House Decorating contest.  
Sayreville-Louis Santiago; Judith McLaugh-
lin; J. Meyer; Kosobucki Family; Shereyka 
Family.  Parlin-Pabon Family; James Decker; 
Linder Family; Quinn Family; Anna Kuilan.  
South Amboy-Blaska Family.

Sayreville's New 
Fire Officials

The Borough's new fire officials for 
2010 are: Fire Chief-John Dunn; 1st As-
sistant-Kevin Krushinski; 2nd Assistant-
Charles Wojtaszek.  Congratulations, and 
best of luck!
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Harpist Marlene Satter gave an outstanding performance at the Sadie Pope Dowdell 
Library's Holiday Open House in December.  Library Director Elaine Gaber (r) enjoys the 
music.  (Photo by Tom Burkard)

Yearbook-Sayreville 1970
By Tom Burkard

1970 marked the death of rock legends 
Jimi Hendrix and Janis Joplin, while on the 
local scene, Sayreville War Memorial High 
School seniors were cruising through the 
Borough, and paying only 36 cents a gallon 
for gasoline.

Several popular teachers at SWMHS 
were Barbara Kolojay, Colette Solin-
ski, William Doll, Susan Curato, and John 
O'Rourke.  The yearbook was dedicated to 
John Gutkowski, and Betsy Cottrell was 
Editor-In-Chief.  Robert Fleming was Board 
Secretary.  Senior Class Officers were: 
President-Joseph Gabel; Vice President-
Anne Elwood; Secretary-Lorraine Vargo; 
Treasurer-Debra Cuddihy.

Some of the huge class selected random-
ly were: Carol Baker, Gay Batterson, John 
Bottomly, Sue Brain, Robert Castellano, 
Diane Casanova, Steve Ciak, Nancy Cipo, 
Dennis Danku, Gail Dehnz, Peg Dieker, Shir-
ley Dzergoski, Patricia Faith, Clint Farfel, 
Ronald Feret, Robert Fleming, Anna Friberg, 
Arlene Fross, Carol Golaszewski, David 
Griffith, Kenneth Hand, Patricia Hathcock, 
Elizabeth Himey, Debra Hyslop, Dennis 
Kehoe, George Kern (South Amboy Police 
Sergeant), James Kopystecky, Gary Knob-
lock, John Kozak, John Lawrence, Marlene 
Letts, Diane Kukulski, Michael Lockwood, 
Edward Lotkowictz, Keith Manion, Elaine 
Mango, Bill Marine, Bob Masterson, Judith 
Ann McCormack, Thomas Misiewicz, Linda 
Monks, Val Nadin, Daniel Mosakowski, Ken 
Noble, Mary O'Connell, David Parsons, 
Nancy Pease, Robert Pomykala, Suzanne 
Shaver, John Sieke, Diane Teeter, John 
Ust, William Wagner, Steven Vona, Sherie 
Wolfthal.

Many of the seniors started working 
that year for a minimum wage of only $1.60 
per hour.  The average family income was 
$9,867!

The Student Council was led by Presi-

dent Matt Anderson; V.P.-Gary DeLena; 
Treas.-Donna Unkel; Recording Sec.-Clau-
dia Kutz; Corresponding Sec.-Pat Buckalew.  
Karen Fleming and Pat O'Connor were Edi-
tors-In-Chief of the "Echo Lites."  

Bev Skurka was captain and Nancy Sipo 
co-captain of the Twirlers.  Color Guard 
captain was Karen Gostkowski and co-cap-
tain was Linda Betzler.  Karen Downey was 
Drum Majorette.  The Fall Play in 1969 was 
"Inherit The Wind," and future Hollywood 
star, Greg Evigan had one of the lead roles.  
The school play was "My Fair Lady."

On the sports scene, the Bombers 
baseball team under legendary Coach John 
Wortley captured its first Group IV State 
Championship with a superb 22-4 record. 

Jim Campion was the football captain, 
and Bob Casazza basketball captain.  Jason 
Orlasky and Len Truchan were co-captains 
in soccer.  Claudia Kutz was captain of the 
cheerleaders.  Paul Aleyta and Tony Guido 
co-captained the wrestlers, while Jason Or-
lasky and Howie Clark were co-captains of 
boys gymnastics.  Karen and Cindy Ferenci 
co-captained the girls gymnastics team.

"Everything Is Beautiful" by Ray Ste-
vens topped the Pop charts at Graduation 
time, and it couldn't be more appropriate for 
the Sayreville Class of 1970, who brought 
plenty of style and talent into the new decade.  
Jerome Trzeciakowski was Valedictorian, 
and Ronald McClain was Salutatorian.  

PRAYER TO ST. JUDE
(To be said when problems arise or when one seems 

to be deprived of all visible help, on far cases almost 
despaired of). Most holy Apostle St. Jude, faithful servant 
and friend of Jesus, the church honors and invokes you 
universally as the patron of hopeless cases, of things 
almost despaired of, pray for me, I am so helpless and 
alone. Make use I implore you of that particular privilege 
given to you, to bring visible and speedy help where help 
is almost despaired of. Come to my assistance in this 
great need that I may receive the consolation and help of 
heaven in all my necessities, tribulations, and sufferings., 
and that I may praise God with you and all the elect 
forever.  I promise O Blessed St. Jude, to be ever mindful 
of this great favor, to always honor you as my special and 
powerful patron, and to gratefully encourage devotion to 
you. Amen.  Thank You St. Jude. -B.T.S.
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Former South Amboy resident and singing sensation, Fran Freeman (c) is pictured with 
his daughter Kathy Semple (l) of Mount Holly, NJ, and his sister Kathy Murphy (r) of South 
Amboy, following a performance by the Virginia Gentlemen recently at a Barbershop Chorus 
competition in Wildwood, NJ, where they captured 2nd place.

Fran Freeman: Still Making Beautiful Music
By Tom Burkard

Back in the 1960's when South Amboy 
and Sayreville was loaded with talented 
rock 'n' roll bands, one of the finest lead 
singers around was Fran Freeman.  As the 
frontman for the now legendary local band, 
The Carltons, he had a mighty fine sup-
porting cast consisting of Greg Evigan on 
keyboards, Joe Tanski on lead guitar, Ray 
Drost-rhythm guitar, Brian Dowling-sax, 
Brett Buhler-drums, and later Greg Kusic 
became the drummer.  Evigan of course has 
become a world-renowned actor.

Freeman, joked that, I still can get the 
girls crying when I sing "Don't Let The Sun 
Catch Your Crying," just they are a little older 
now."  He certainly could get the most out of 
any ballad or romantic song of the day.  Fran 
also recalled another band he sang with, "We 
had a group from the projects, and I don't 
know if we had a name, but we would get 
together and jam at the outside dances at 
Hoffman High in the summer.  Joey Hessner 
played drums, Frank Graff-lead guitar, Billy 
Graff-bass guitar, Skip Buckalew-rhythm 

guitar, Mike Conley and I did the vocals, and 
sometimes Jimmy Reece joined us."

Those were some great memories for 
Fran, and today he is still making beauti-
ful music with the Virginia Gentlemen, a 
Barbershop Chorus Group of 40-50 men.  
Freeman, who resides in Vinton, Virginia 
said that, "I was working part time with my 
wife for a Nursing Home and they needed a 
driver for the van to take them to a show that 
the Virginia Gentlemen were doing.  I was 
caught hook, line and sinker after that for 
the last 3 years.  I still like to do the oldies 
when possible."

In 2009, the Virginia Gentlemen finished 
2nd place at Reston, VA, and advanced to 
Wildwood, and then on to Lancaster, PA 
for the finals, where they placed 18th out of 
30 Choruses.  They also received an award 
for the Most Improved Chorus, and you 
can bet that the great singing voice of Fran 
Freeman was a major factor for the Virigina 
Gentlemen's fine year.
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 Holiday Luncheon organizer and sponsor Dr. Jorge Gonzalez-Gomez and SDO Chairman 
John Wisniewski speak with participants who attended the luncheon. A note of thanks goes 
out to Luncheon partners; Aristacare at Alameda Care Center & Pinnacle Dietary who helped 
cook the delicious turkeys, John Cox of Morgan First Aid Squad helped prepare his award 
winning stuffing, musicians Justin Gaynor on the guitar and Jeffrey Dingler on the bases 
donated their time and played joyous music throughout the event and the fine members 
of the SDO, a few boy scouts and members of the Sayreville community who came out to 
helped serve the luncheon.  (Photo/Article submitted)

Music At St. Mary's
New York's critically acclaimed Goliard 

Ensemble will perform at St. Mary's Church 
on Sunday, Feb. 7th at 4 p.m.  These three 
outstanding musicians have been perform-
ing chamber music together for 15 years.  
Their program will include Six Studies in 
English Folksong for clarinet and piano by 
Vaughan Williams, the fiery Debussy Sonata 
for cello and piano, some solo piano music 
by Cecile Chaminade and the Piano Trio 
in B-flat, Op. 11 by Beethoven.  Suggested 
donation is $10, and following the concert, 
there will be a FREE reception and a chance 
to meet the artists.

Upcoming 
Programs At 
Sayreville Library 
Creative Card 
Making

Sunday, Jan. 31, 2:00 PM-3:30 PM
A Close to My Heart consultant will be 

here to show you how to make a variety of 
greeting cards. By the end of the afternoon 
you will have made 4 cards:  one birthday 
card, one sympathy card, one thank you card, 
and one congratulations card.  Beginning 
card makers are welcome.

This workshop is FREE but you must 
register in advance to attend.  This workshop 
is for adults only.  You can register at the 
library’s circulation desk or by emailing 
Sharon at sdalton@lmxac.org. 

Find Money for College
Saturday, Feb. 6, 10:30 AM-11:30 

AM
Now that the college acceptance let-

ters are rolling in, you have to start think-
ing about how to pay the tuition.  This 
program will cover the many different 
types of scholarships, grants, and loans 
that are available. This program will also 
give tips on how to fill out the FAFSA 
(Free Application for Federal Student Aid).  
This program is FREE.  Both students and 
parents are invited to attend.

Please register in advance.  When regis-
tering, please register each person who will 
attend so we can plan accordingly.

St. Stan's HSA 
Calendar Raffle

St. Stan's HSA will be holding a Calen-
dar Raffle with winners picked every Sunday 
through June 27.  Tickets are $20, and you 
can win $100 each week on the same ticket.  
You may purchase the tickets at the school 
and church offices, at St. Stan's School, 221 
MacArthur Ave., Sayreville, or call Donna 
Malik at 732-254-5819.

Spiecker 
Completes Second 
Book

A second book by G. R. Spiecker is in 
the process of being published. It is titled 
"The Wayward Wind," and from early reports 
will be another great read. It is due out in 
late February so look for more information 
in our next issue. 

The following is a brief synopsis: 
The wayward wind is a unique story that 
broaches every spectrum of emotion. From 
childhood friends at play on the wind 
swept wheat fields of Kansas to the pinnacle 
of political power in America. Gail Williams 
was a teenager when tragedy struck. As 
a young girl, she finds herself in a daunting 
position and her ensuing years are both a 
struggle and a triumph. 

 A family secret that remained hidden 
for thirty-five years becomes the catalyst for 
murder, intrigue and retribution.  Born into a 
life of chaos she never anticipated, Gail  pre-
vails to become a woman of distinction.

A PRAYER FOR HEALING
Lord, you invited all who are burdened to come 

to You.  Allow your healing hand to heal me.  Touch 
my soul with Your compassion for others.  Touch 
my heart with Your courage and infinite love for all.  
Touch my mind with Your wisdom, that my mouth may 
always proclaim Your praise.  Teach me to reach out 
to You in my need.  Help me to lead others to You by 
my example.  Most loving Heart of Jesus, bring me 
health in body and spirit so that I may serve You with 
all my strength.  Touch gently this life which you have 
created.  Amen -T.B.

PRAYER TO THE BLESSED VIRGIN
(Never known to fail)  Oh, most beautiful flower of 

Mt. Carmel, Fruitful vine, splendor of Heaven, blessed 
Mother of the Son of God, Immaculate Virgin, assist 
me in my necessity.  Oh Star of the Sea, help me 
and show me, herein  you are my mother.  Oh, Holy 
Mary, Mother of God, Queen of Heaven and Earth!  I 
humbly beseech you from the bottom of my heart to 
succor me in this necessity.  There are none that can 
withstand your power.  Oh, show me herein you are 
my mother.  Oh Mary, conceived without sin, pray for 
us who have recourse to thee (3 times).  Holy Mary, 
I place this cause in your hands (3 times).  Say this 
prayer for 3 consecutive days.  You must publish  it and 
it will be granted to you.  Thank you.  -B.T.S.

The Miraculous Prayer
Dear Heart of Jesus, in the past I have asked for many 

favors.  This time I ask you this my special one (mention 
favor).  Take it, Dear Jesus, and place it within your own 
broken heart, where your Father sees it.  Then, in His merci-
ful eyes, it will become your favor, not mine.  Amen.  (Say 
this prayer for 3 days, promise publication and your favor 
will be granted.  Never known to fail.)  -EP
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Guess Who?

1976-This photo was taken on the steps near St. Mary's Gym on Second St., and the young 
ladies look like they are having a fun time hanging out, despite the cold winter weather.  
We cannot identify them, and hope that you, our loyal readers can.  Please let us know at: 
thesatimes@aol.com    

About 45 members of the St. Mary’s High School Class of 1977 turned out Nov. 27, 2009, 
at The Crystal Point in Point Pleasant for a 50th Birthday Reunion. (Photo courtesy of 
Leon Slezak)

“It’s Been a Long Time”
St. Mary’s Class of 1977 Turns 50

By Jake Defort, Class of ‘77

 Whenever someone receives notice of 
an upcoming high school reunion, invariably 
the first thought to enter the mind is, “where 
did the time go?” And it was precisely that 
thought that crossed my mind when I re-
ceived my invitation to a reunion of the St. 
Mary’s High School Class of 1977. 

Although this reunion would not have 
one of those nice round numbers counting 
the years since graduation, the theme for this 
reunion centered around a different number 
— one that is linked with age. That’s right, 
with most of us having turned or would soon 
be turning 50, the theme was a collective 
birthday party for the class. Personally, I 
still find it hard to believe that number is 
part of my vital statistics. Nevertheless, it 
was a feeling we all could relate to. After 
all, this is the one group to whom you could 
not lie about your age.

The class of 1977 fell a little bit out of 
touch. We hadn’t had a reunion since 1997. 
It is understandable since putting these proj-
ects together requires quite a bit of time and 
energy, resources that have been properly 
directed toward the family unit.

So on Nov. 27, 2009 about 45 members 
of the class took time to reconnect at The 
Crystal Point in Point Pleasant. Eleanor 
(Munck) Ufferfilge took the point in coordi-
nating this event. The entire project seemed 
to come together rather quickly thanks in 
part to the emergence of Facebook as the 
premiere social networking tool. Within a 
couple months time, a St. Mary’s Class of 
1977 page was put together by Munck and 
other classmates, notably Doug Volosin, who 
now lives in Florida. They actively sought 
out our classmates to get them to “friend” 
the page. 

Several of my classmates from high 
school remain close friends to this day. In 
fact, one of the things I always felt lucky 
about was growing up in such a close-knit 
community like South Amboy. I can count 
several people who have remained close 
friends since my first day of school in first 
grade in the elementary school. And even 
more friendships made in high school have 
also endured. 

Our class is like any other, we seemed 
to have scattered all across the country so I 
was hoping that, given the short notice, at-
tendance would be strong. Considering how 
quickly the idea of a birthday party-reunion 
developed, getting about 45 of us to come 
out was pretty impressive.

The snippets of conversation focused 
on developments in family and career, as 
well as recollections of our time together in 
school in that small town. Since the South 
Amboy waterfront was a popular place for 
high school students back in the day, its 
present-day evolution also received its share 
of attention.

Before I knew it, the four-hour event 
was coming to a close. But one thing was 
agreed. We needed to stay in touch and do 
this again real soon, like maybe a picnic or 
some kind  of day-long event. As the house 
lights were turned up, the bartenders started 
cleaning up and the staff started to bring in the 
brooms, pockets of conversations persisted. 
It seemed like the four hours just flew by. 
Where did the time go?

A commemorative video of the St. 
Mary’s Class of 1977’s 50th birthday party 
can be viewed on Youtube. To view the video, 
go to www.youtube.com, and in the search 
box, type in “St. Mary's South Amboy Class 
of 1977 Reunion” and click “search.”
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December Snowstorm
Photo Exclusive By Tom Burkard

Chris Mroczkowski of South Amboy is hard at work on Wilmont Street.

The Albarran brothers, Gabriel and Rafael of South Amboy have a great time playing in 
the snow.

Drew Newcomb Jr. is all ready to plow a driveway in South Amboy.

1960 December Snowstorm
By Tom Burkard

Former South Amboy resident and 
'65 St. Mary's High School graduate, Fran 
Fitzmorris brought to my attention that the 
recent December snowstorm was the largest 
in South Amboy since 1960.  He recalled the 
school being closed for a few days.  

Our research shows that Fitzmorris 
was correct, and an area newspaper ran the 
following headline, "City and Surround-
ing Area Crippled By Pre-Winter Record 
Snow Storm." The sub-title said, "Traffic 
Snarled, Schools Closed, Business Deliver-
ies Disrupted."

So the big snowstorm of December 11-
12, 1960  was quite a mess for "The Pleasant 
Little City," and surrounding areas.  

Weathermen predicted 4 inches of snow, 
but were off as usual, and over 17 inches fell 
from the pre-winter blast that started about 1 
p.m. Sunday, Dec. 11, and went right through 
Monday, Dec. 12 ending 4:30 p.m.

The crippling snowstorm snarled traffic, 
closed schools, and disrupted local busi-
nesses and commercial firms.  The snowfall 
was a "near pre-winter record" according 
to weather experts.  It was regarded as the 
worst seen by the area since the December 
26, 1947 blizzard dumped 27 inches.

On early Monday morning, Dec. 12, 

everything was at a standstill except for 
a handful of commuters who braved the 
weather to catch trains and buses, that for 
the most part were delayed or not running.  
City roads were impassable, and snow plows 
were not seen until late morning.  Newspaper 
and bakery item deliveries were almost non-
existent during the morning hours, but milk 
deliveries were being made.  Mail deliveries 
were also delayed.  A few drivers who were 
brave enough to take their cars out, had to 
abandon them because of the slippery roads 
and high snow drifts, which registered 4-5 
feet in some places in South Amboy.  Police 
on duty had a bitter cold experience, but 
uneventful Sunday and Monday.  Fire Chief 
Bernard Mackiel said that his men were 
prepared to answer any calls, as his crews 
worked throughout the storm, clearing out the 
fire company driveways, and putting chains 
on the engines in case of a fire.

Children from local and surrounding 
schools were the recipients of an unexpected 
3-day weekend, as all schools were closed.  
People were quick to help each other out in 
getting their stranded vehicles moving.  The 
youngsters had a great time sleigh riding, 
building snowmen, and forts, and just having 
fun, two weeks before Christmas. 

Wildlife In Winter
Photos By Tom Burkard

They're Back!  The Atlantic Brant have returned to Waterfront Park to decorate the winter 
scenery.

Birds On Ice-The snowstorm and freezing weather didn't stop our fair-feathered friends at 
Kennedy Park in Sayreville.
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THIS THING CALLED AGING
By Elaine Scott

Old Friends

Circa 1973-This group of South Amboy youngsters just finished Civil Defense training at 
Progressive Firehouse.  Pictured standing in front of a Sayreville Fire Dept. truck is 
 (l-r) Larry McMahon, Bobby Letts, Joe Prusakowski, Jake DeFort, John Carroll, Joe Creed.  
(Photo courtesy of Marty Ruszala)

Wasn’t it just “yesterday” when Lee 
Majors was starring in “The 6 Million 
Dollar Man,” Robert Wagner in “Hart to 
Hart,” and Karen Grassle as the mom on 
“Little House on the Prairie”?  Over three 
decades have flown by since then and now 
they can be found doing TV commercials 
for old-age related concerns:  Lee Majors 
for a bionic hearing aid, Robert Wagner 
for Reverse Mortgages, Karen Grassle for 
bathing products designed for the elderly, 
and Sally Fields, mostly remembered for 
her role as “The Flying Nun,” is flying 
high money-wise promoting some kind of 
pill which helps her osteoporosis.  Even 
Melissa Gilbert who had played the young 
Laura Ingalls on Little House and who’s a 
“mere” 45 years old can be found on paid 
programming channels praising the way Bare 
Minerals make-up hides her wrinkles.  Unlike 
“Twiggy,” the anorexic model of the mid-
60s whose eye make-up had weighed more 
than she did back then, many celebrities are 
making adjustments for age.  Twiggy, on the 
other hand, shamefully, just had her Oil of 
Olay’s very air-brushed photo ads “pulled” 
in England for false advertising. Wise people 
make age-appropriate adjustments, and so 
should we all.  When the camera becomes 
our most dreaded enemy is the best indicator 
for some changes to begin.  Unfortunately, 
no one has written a definitive guidebook 
about this thing called aging to tell us what 
to do.

One thing is certain; age cares nothing 
about who you are and how much money 
you have.  Just take a look at Bill Gates, the 
richest man in America, with his $59 Bil-

lion, and Warren Buffet, America’s second 
richest, with his $40 Billion, and you’ll see 
how Father Time shows no favoritism even 
to “super-duper” wealthy.  For those of us 
who couldn’t even count as high as the 
amounts showing on the bank balances of 
the people on the Forbes 400 list of wealthi-
est Americans, it’s somehow a nice feeling 
to know when it comes to aging we’re all 
in the “same boat,” although for most of us 
it’s a rowboat while for the extremely rich 
a custom-built yacht.

Many people are making adjustments 
for this thing called aging by paying visits 
to plastic surgeons.  Since full and partial 
face lifts last for only a certain length of 
time, repeated lifts usually follow.  The result 
of multiple lifts is a face so tight it lacks 
ordinary movement and a mouth stretching 
from one side of the face to the other.  If 
you look closely at recent photos of Carol 
Burnett, Dolly Parton, Burt Reynolds, and 
Mary Tyler Moore, while also remembering 
how difficult it was for Priscilla Presley to 
speak when she was on “Dancing with the 
Stars,” you’ll notice they all sort of resemble 
each other.  So, in lieu of surgery, I’ve been 
trying all different kinds of temporary “in-
stant lifts” from a bottle.  Unfortunately, 
each time I do, I swear Carol Burnett’s face 
stares back at me from the mirror.  I guess, 
the only option I have left is trying varnish 
to see how that works, but I think I’ll pass 
…at least for now.

Just like the words in Sly and The 
Family Stone’s 1968 hit song, “Everyday 
People,” there are “different strokes for 
different folks.  The choice to continuing 
working or to retire is one of them.  More 
and more “Baby Boomers” are taking early 
retirement, many even “bailing out” at the 
age of 55, as soon as their pension plans take 
effect.  Having received my very first Social 
Security Benefit just last month, I guess that 
makes me officially a “Senior” at the age of 
62.  Now, instead of wondering “Is this all 
there is?” as I had done while still employed, 
I find myself wondering “What in heck am I 
going to do with the rest of my life?”  

I’m learning, firsthand, this thing called 
aging isn’t the end.  It’s just another begin-
ning after all.

(Best wishes to Albie Gomolka on his 
retirement!!)

OLV Seniors Trip
The OLV Seniors are sponsoring a trip 

to Lancaster on March 17-18, 2010. The trip 
package includes: 1 night hotel accommoda-
tions, 1 breakfast, 1 dinner at a local Amish 
restaurant, admission to Joseph, a Sight and 
Sound production, a guided sightseeing 
tour of the Lancaster area, visit to Kitchen 
Kettle Village, bus transportation, taxes and 
gratuities. The cost of the trip is $239.00. 
For further information or to reserve a seat 
please call Jack at 732-254-7263.

2010 Sports Pin-U 
Calendars

A ll artist from Old Bridge is making her 
artistic debut through calendars. Toni Ann 
Straniero graduated from Moore College 
of Art and Design in 2007 with a Bachelor 
degree in Illustration. Since graduation 
many small projects have been created, 
however, nothing quite as big as her calendar. 
Jumping blindly into a project, which was 
supposed to be solely sports related, even-
tually evolved into something much more. 
Merging the ideas of vintage 40’s and 50’s 
pinups with sports, the 2010 calendar was 
born. The Sports Pinup Calendar contains 
hand-illustrated images of twelve beautiful 
girls representing different male sports. The 
calendars are for sale for $15.00/each and 
are available through the artist, as well as 
her place of employment, Amboy Bank on 
North Broadway. Please feel free to check 
out other pieces of artwork on Toni Ann’s 
website www.ToniAnnArt.com. Emails are 
also welcome for freelance projects or com-
ments on the work at ToniAnnArt@yahoo.
com. Keep an eye out for future projects as 
well. Hope you enjoy the artwork! 
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January 2001-Matt Newcomb has a great time snow boarding down Wilmont Street in 
South Amboy.  (Photo by Tom Burkard)

Congratulations to Carol McDonnell on her 
retirement.  Carol was everyone’s favorite 
Physical Education Teacher at Hoffman High 
School and South Amboy High School.  She 
is retiring after 37 years of service in the 
South Amboy District.  Best wishes, good 
skiing and even better golfing!! (Photo by 
Brian Stratton)

Nevin Ercegovic celebrated his first Christmas this year.  Santa stopped by Bordentown 
Ave. on Christmas Eve to spend a few minutes with him.  Nevin is the son of Dennis and 
Corinne (Freyer) Ergcegovic, Grandson of Lynn (Stratton) Freyer, Great Nephew of Phyllis 
and Brian “Santa” Stratton and Great Grandson of Marlene Letwenski.  (Photo by M. Wells 
Merriman)

Sayreville Public 
Library Announces 
Winter Program 
Schedule

Registration is not required unless oth-
erwise indicated. You must be a Sayreville 
resident to attend any storytime or craft 
programs. Please visit our calendar of events 
for specific dates and cancellations.

Terrific 2's & 3's!: Join us for 30 min-
utes of stories, songs, and a coloring page. 
For children ages 2 & 3 accompanied by a 
parent or caregiver. Meets Wednesdays @ 
11 a.m. 

Sing Along with Pat McKinley: Chil-
dren of all ages are invited to join Pat for 
30 minutes of lively music and song. Meets 
Tuesdays @ 12:45 p.m. 

Creative Kids!: Join us each week for a 
fun and easy craft. For children ages 3 & up 
accompanied by a parent. Meets Tuesdays 
at 6 p.m. 

Sleepytime Stories!: Children ages 3 
& up, accompanied by a parent, are invited 
to join us for stories, songs and fingerplays. 
Wear your PJs and bring your favorite blan-
ket and stuffed animal! Meets Wednesdays 
@ 6 p.m. 

Fun for 4's & 5's!: Join us for 30 minutes 
of stories, songs, and a quick craft. Meets 
Thursdays @ 1 p.m. 

Toddler Time!: Children ages 6-24 
months, accompanied by a parent, are 
invited to join us for stories, songs and 
a fingerplays. Meets Fridays @ 11 a.m. 
Kwik Krafts!-Children ages 5 & up are 
invited to join us for a simple make and 
take craft. No registration is required. Meets 
Saturdays @ 11:00 a.m. 

For more information about our sched-
ule, contact Leah at (732) 727-0212 ext. 5

OLD TIME ST. MARY’S BASKETBALL STORY
By Henny The DJ

The success of Cardinal McCarrick, 
in both boys and girls basketball under Joe 
Lewis and Lynn Ust has made our old school 
one of the most feared basketball names in 
the state, and that success is no accident, but 
only comes about with their hard work, skill 
and dedication and we can all take pride in 
their achievement.

For years I’d always regretted that I was 
not a better basketball coach when I coached 
the Saint Mary’s High School basketball 
varsity for two seasons back in the mid 60’s. 
Of course, I could cite personnel problems 
and scheduling injustices that would prove 
beyond the shadow of a doubt that not one 
of the losses while I was at the helm were 
my “fault”, but that would not be true. The 
truth is that I probably made every mistake 
in the book, tactically, but because Rick 
Ferguson taught us the powerful man for 
man defense that he learned playing for 
Monmouth College, we were always a good 
defensive team, and I firmly believed that 
there wasn’t one game that we lost that we 
couldn’t have won if only we had made a 
shot here or a gotten a call there, and, sadly, 
if only we had a more crafty, guileful, and 
experienced coach.

Later on in my life I got to coach else-
where at the junior high school level and I 
was successful: meaning not only winning 
more than our share of games and league 
championships, but instilling sound basket-
ball fundamentals to the 9th graders that I was 
responsible for. This metamorphosis came 
about mostly through my getting the oppor-
tunity to assist very talented and dedicated 
high school and college basketball coaches 
at a distinguished summer basketball camp 
in the ‘70’s. Of course, having been a DI in 
the Army didn’t hurt, either.

But, now the regret about the Saint 
Mary’s days is gone and I would not trade 
one minute of having the privilege of having 
been even a “losing coach” at my high school 
alma mater and I’ll tell you story that should 
show you why I feel this way.

Saint Mary’s Grammar and High School 
was on split sessions in 1966/1967 after the 
fire that brought down the old high school 

building. The high school hours were from 
noon until 5pm, and then we would have 
basketball practice for two hours until 7. 
However, this particular day we couldn’t get 
into the gym till 7pm. As fate would have it, 
we had a big game the next evening against 
Saint Mary’s of Elizabeth, a powerhouse at 
the time, and we were going to need to get 
everything we could out of our practice if we 
were going to be able to compete at all. 

Just as we started to get going, Fa-
ther Brembos came up from the cafeteria 
downstairs and told us that the sound of the 
bouncing balls and the pitter patter of our 
sneakers was disturbing the people down 
at Bingo and we would have to cease and 
desist with practice! It was a shock, but he 
was the one who had to pay the bills and we 
couldn’t fault him one bit.

What did we do? We took off our 
sneakers and used an imaginary basketball 
and conducted a full two hour practice just 
as we normally would: shooting drills, foul 
shooting practice, and even full court game 
condition scrimmaging…...all without a 
ball!

 How did we do in the game? To be 
honest, I think we got hammered, but that’s 
not the point. Not too long ago I ran into one 
of the players that was on the team that year 
and what did he want to talk about? Not who 
won this game or that game, but you guessed 
it, “How about the night that we had a whole 
practice with no sneakers and an imaginary 
ball!  I had forgotten all about the practice, 
but it lived in the memory of that ex-player, 
and I now I look back on those days in a 
more human and forgiving way.

Hey, don’t get me wrong! I’d trade all 
the stories just to have been a better coach 
and had the teams achieved more wins than 
we did! But being able to reminisce in a 
positive way about overcoming difficulties 
and getting the most out of our experiences 
together is a big enough reward in itself. 

Tune in Wednesday, January 27th,  at 
8pm on the web at www.raritanbayradio.
com for the return of the Henny the DJ 
Radio Show!

Pictured above are Brian O'Connor and several of his guitar students on December 13, 
entertaining the disabled veterans at the New Jersey Veterans Memorial Home in Menlo 
Park. Pictured from L-R  Alyssa Granieri, Marvi Boyce, Nick Zonak, Brian O'Connor Kyle 
O'Connor, Mike Interdonato, Megan Varga and Shayna Lee O'Connor. The show was a 
huge success and of course a very rewarding experience for all the performers.  (Photo 
Submitted)

Happy
Valentine’s

Day
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The picture is of the 1st and 2nd place winners in the SAYAA Basketball Programs, foul 
shot and dribbling contest. Gene Reagan/President, Tommy Bikowski/Coach. (Photo by 
John E Szpara)

Congratulations to the 5th and 6th grade St. Mary's Boys Basketball - OLV Christmas 
Tournament Champions!!  Pictured l-r Back row: Coach Jessie Holovacko, Asst Coach 
Ryan Kudelka, Asst Coach Tom Holovacko. Middle Row: Julian Munoz, Daniel Carty, Nick 
Reagan, Justin Gallagher, Ryan O'Leary. Bottom Row: Andrew Kenny, Carlos Martinez, 
Joe Polomene, David Stolte, Sean Kudelka, Xavier Townes. (Photo Submitted)

The Christmas Spirit At Foodtown
Photo Exclusive By Tom Burkard

Santa waves to the crowd upon his arrival in the Independence Engine & Hose Company 
fire truck.

The Foodtown Christmas duet, Jerry Fallon (l) and Frank Dill (r) spread holiday cheer by 
playing some great Christmas music.

Foodtown owner, Ed Paczkowski sings the lead on a lively version of "Jingle Bells" during 
the holiday celebration.

Santa Claus has high hopes for future help from this beautiful baby, as Mrs. Claus looks 
on approvingly.

Santa Claus holds one of his biggest fans, as this Santa baby celebrates his first 
Christmas.

SOUTH AMBOY YOUTH ATHLETIC 
ASSOCIATION UPDATE

The South Amboy Youth Athletic As-
sociation is proud to announce that the 12 
year old Cal Ripkin State Championship will 
be held at our complex the week of July 17, 
2010 with the State Championships Game 
to be held on July 24, 2010.  

 The tournament will consist of the 
top teams from around the State vying for 
a chance to represent New Jersey at the 
National Championship Tournament at Cal 
Ripken's stadium in Maryland.   As hosts 
of this state event, South Amboy youth will 
receive an automatic bid to the State Tour-
nament.  

A very special thank you to Tom Cross 
and Bayview Landscaping.  Our aging fields 
were transformed this past season thanks to 
Tom and his company.  It is because of his 
work that Cal Ripken is allowing us to host 
this prestigious tournament.

 This should also be a boost to the lo-
cal merchants, as hundreds of people will 
be in town for the week long, round-robin 
tournament.

As always, volunteers will be needed.  
Anyone with ideas to help make this a memo-
rable event should contact Gene Reagan at 
908-510-0385.

The SAYAA is also planning to build 
a Beach Volleyball court at the baseball 
complex this spring.  Amboy Aggregates has 
committed to donating the sand.  Volunteers 
for this endeavor will also be needed.

Opening day for baseball season is 
scheduled for April 17, 2010.  Please sign 
your children up early.  Deadline for applica-
tions is March 1, 2010.

A special thank you to Tom Bikowski 
for heading up our winter basketball league 
and our indoor soccer league.  We had re-
cord numbers of children sign up and play.   
Another thank you to Roger Kuhn, for all 
that he does for our Association.

Wishing everyone a happy, healthy, and 
prosperous New Year.

Gene Reagan, President, SAYAA
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Kids Bingo
Kids Bingo Night will be held at 

the Mickey Sedlak Recreation Center on 
Wednesday, Jan. 27 from 6:30-8 p.m.  Ages 
5 & up only.  Please call to register 732-390-
7092 or 7096.

Noble Grand 
Marshal

continued from page 1

continued commitment to his Irish heritage, 
the South Amboy St. Patrick’s Day Parade 
Committee are pleased and honored to name 
Thomas J. Noble their Grand Marshal for 
2010. A celebration honoring Tom along w/ 
the deputy Grand Marshal , Francis “Butch” 
Mulvey, and Honorary Grand Marshall, Tom 
Tighe will be held Friday February 5th  from 
7-11PM at the AOH Hall in South Amboy. 
There will be a hot and cold buffet, beer, 
wine, and music provided by DJ Johnny B. 
Tickets are $25 in advance and $30 at the 
door. Advance tickets can be purchased at 
the Hibernian Hall or at Foodtown of South 
Amboy.

This year's South Amboy St. Patrick's 
Day Parade will be held on Saturday, March 
13th. For additional information about this 
event please visit the parade website at 
http://saparade.com/, or contact Mickey 
Gross at (732)721-5031.

St. Mary's Indoor
Market Is Back!

St. Mary's Indoor Market is back, and 
is better than ever!  The Market will run on 
Saturdays, January 23 and 30th from 8 a.m. 
to 2 p.m. in the school cafeteria.

Food is still available and several favor-
ite vendors are back with new items, along 
with new vendors.  Some of the Market items 
include: new jewelry, new purses, candles, 
baseball cards, homemade pickles, and sports 
clothes, plus much more.

The weather is cold out there, so grab a 
hot cup of coffee and walk around.  You're 
sure to see some things you like!  
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Cheesequake State Park's Superintendent, Al Gomolka Jr. stands near his car the day 
before officially retiring.  (Photo by Tom Burkard)

Al Gomolka Jr., Superintendent of Cheesequake State Park is pictured in his office recently.  
Gomolka has also been The SA Times Poet Laureate since the premier issue.  (Photo by 
Tom Burkard)

Superintendent Gomolka Retires From Cheesequake State Park
By Tom Burkard

It's hard to believe, but the young-
minded, spirited and highly-energetic, Al 
Gomolka Jr., is retiring after 37 years of 
unsurpassed excellence, as an employee of 
New Jersey's State Parks Service.  For the past 
12 years, Al, has been the Superintendent of 
Cheesequake State Park in Old Bridge.  

Al was always interested in the outdoors, 
going back to his childhood days.  "Ever since 
I was a young kid, 7 or 8 years old, I lived 
next to the woods, and was out there all day 
long, every single day, and knew I wanted 
to someday work outdoors.  In addition to 
his fun activities in the woods, he developed 
an interest in sports, and became a standout 
athlete in football, baseball and basketball.  
He played for the South Amboy Sabres Pop 
Warner football team in its premier season 
in 1963, and captained the club in '65.  He 
was also an All-Star pitcher for the Robert 
E. Lee team in the Morgan Little League.  
He played basketball for Sacred Heart Gram-
mar School teams, and St. Mary's freshman 
basketball five.

Gomolka graduated from St. Mary's 
High School in 1969, went on to graduate 
cum laude from Middlesex County College 
in '71, and then attended State University of 
New York (S.U.N.Y.) College of Forestry, 
and at the same time Syracuse University.  
He was awarded a dual degree, with a B.S. 
in Forestry from Syracuse, and a B.S. in 
Resources Management from S.U.N.Y.

During his sophomore year at Syracuse, 
he applied too late for a job at Cheesequake 
State Park, because he had a 6-week sum-
mer course at a lumber and pulp mill in 
Warrensburg, NY.  In April 1973, he started 
working at Cheesequake as a Seasonal Beach 
Patrolman, in charge of maintenance and law 
enforcement of rules and regulations.  This 
was just a stepping stone for the young man, 
and in '75, he became a full-time mainte-
nance worker.  He then continued his climb 
to the top, by being promoted to State Park 
Repairman, then to Assistant Maintenance 
Supervisor.  All through this period and lon-
ger, he was the unofficial Naturalist, giving 

nature tours to schools and different groups 
who visited the park.

In 1989, he was hired for his first Super-
intendent of Park position at Hackelbarney 
State Park, and in '93, had added respon-
sibilities to his already heavy workload, 
when he was Superintendent of two state 
parks, Hackelbarney and also Voorhees State 
Park.  An opportunity came along for him 
to return to his home turf in Cheesequake, 
and in 1998, Gomolka returned to his park, 
the place where it all began for his lifetime 
career, as Superintendent, the "Top Gun" of 
Cheesequake State Park!  He said that "It was 
a big leap because Cheesequake was one of 
the premier parks in the New Jersey Park 
system," and he achieved Superintendent 
1 status, which is the highest ranking for a 
superintendent.

When asked what the greatest accom-
plishment of his career was, he replied, "I was 
part of a grass roots project that preserved 10 
acres of land bordering Cheesequake State 
Park, and helped to saved deer habitat and a 
group campsite area from being destroyed.  It 
took over 2 years to win the decision against 
the developers, and it was rewarding to get 
a standing ovation from the crowd when the 
final outcome was announced."

Al was involved on many important 
committees, but one of the most important 
was the Interpretive Steering Committee, 
which made the rules and regulations for the 
entire state park service.  He spear-headed 
the committee after years of research, and 
wrote programs for all interpretations of 
park services.  In addition, he was Regional 
Black Bear Coordinator for the state, who 
after receiving training, later went on to 
instruct all employees throughout the state 
park service.

One of Gomolka's favorite memories 
was "Having the honor to take the initial 
hike with Gov. Whitman on the Highland 
Trails, which is one of the longest in New 
Jersey."  He was a founding member of the 
Highland Trails Commission, and also gave 
a speech at the end of the hike, representing 

New Jersey, along with the Commissioner of 
the New York State Park Commission.

So much has changed in state parks 
since the 1970's when Gomolka began his 
career.  He said, "Back then, we had much 
more staff than we do today, and now our 
responsibilities are much greater despite 
less personnel.  In addition, we have way 
more visitors at Cheesequake than we did 
in the 70's.  Today 800,000 people per year 
visit our park, compared to back then when 
it was 80,000 per year."

Gomolka's office "Wall of Fame" fea-
tures dozens of photos of him with different 
dignitaries, politicians and professional 
athletes, as well as other important memo-
ries of a most interesting life.  Several of 
the photos show him with different N.J. 
Governors that's he's "Worked alongside 
of."  Included are former governors Brendan 
Byrne, Kristie Whitman, Jim Florio, Jim 
McGreevey, Jon Corzine.  Al said that, "I 
admired them all.  They all had their heart 
on the right goal.  Whitman was a little more 
into the environment, and she made it to the 
Federal level."

Gomolka noted that the most enjoyable 
part of his job was "All the traveling and get-
ting to see a lot of God's beautiful creation 
throughout our State of New Jersey.  I got to 
see a lot of out places of New Jersey that a 
lot of the public never sees from Cape May 
to High Point." 

The hardest part of his demanding posi-
tion was "All types of precarious situations 
from drownings, shootings, robberies, and 
other deaths, which were hard on us emo-
tionally and professionally."

Al said that the things he will miss most 
about his job are "All the wonderful people 
I've worked with, and also my mission in 
the park service, which is not only to give 
an excellent recreational experience, but 
to protect, serve and preserve all of God's 
resources of the land."

How does it feel to be retired?  "It feels 
good and bad," said Gomolka.  "I've worked 

every single seasonal holiday without 
missing one for 37 years, and that includes 
Memorial Day, Fourth of July, and Labor 
Day.  I would always end up working late, 
and arrive at the tail end of a family Fourth 
of July barbeque.  Now, when I go to the 
parties, I'm not going to know what to do.  
I'll be thinking about what's happening 
back at the park, because holidays are the 
busiest times."

He does have other plans though, and 
the first on his list is to "Try to get back into 
health.  I'll be 59 soon, and will start walk-
ing, and then traveling.  I also hope to get 
into my own business, and try my hand at 
entrepreneurship."

If Al hadn't worked at the park, he 
said he would probably have gone into the 
landscaping business, "Something to do 
with plants."  He once owned a Christmas 
tree farm for 24 years, and also had a tree 
service and landscaping business.

As the "Poet Laureate" of the area's #1 
newspaper, The South Amboy-Sayreville 
Times since its premier issue over 18 years 
ago, Gomolka, who has been writing poems 
since grammar school, said that, "Now that 
I'm retired, I look forward to continuing my 
contributions to The SA Times."  Many loyal 
SA Times readers have inquired about him 
releasing a book with his works.  He said, 
"I would love to put out a book because so 
many of my fans have requested one, because 
they enjoy my poems so much.  Maybe now 
that I'm retired, I'll look into it."

Cheesequake State Park Superintendent 
Emeritus Albert Gomolka Jr., summed up 
his illustrious career as a superintendent 
in the New Jersey State Park System: "It's 
like being mayor of a little city, when you're 
managing a park.  You have to dealwith the 
law enforcement of the area, the public, 
politics, budgets and operation plans."

Al you certainly have turned in a truly 
outstanding career in the New Jersey State 
Park System.  Congratulations, I am very 
proud of you, and wish you good health and 
happiness during your retirement!   

Talk Of The Towns
By Tom Burkard

continued from page 2

on Dec. 30.  He was a volunteer firefighter 
with Melrose Fire Company for 45 years, 
and served as Chief Driver for most of those 
years.  Carol Felice, 87, of South Amboy 
died on Dec.30.  She was past president of 
Madison Park Fire Co. Ladies Auxiliary.  

Commission On 
Aging Schedule

The Borough of Sayreville Commission 
On Aging will hold its 2010 meetings at the 
Senior Center (Sayreville) on the 3rd Friday 
of the month at 2 p.m.  The schedule for 2010 
is as follows: Jan. 15; Feb. 19; Mar. 19; Apr. 
16; May 21; June 18; Jul.-No scheduled 
meeting; Aug.-No scheduled meeting; Sept. 
17; Oct. 15; Nov. 19; Dec.-No scheduled 
meeting.  Senior Citizen Day-Wed. May 26; 
Halloween Party-Wed. Oct. 27.  

Marie Ballance, 79, formerly of Sayreville 
died on Jan. 3.  She and her husband were 
co-owners of The Deli in Sayreville before 
retiring in '92.  Greg Barna Sr., 47, of South 
Amboy died on Jan. 7.  He owned Barna & 
Son Marble & Granite in South Amboy, and 
was also a member of Mechanicsville Hose 
Co. Exempt Fireman's Association, and a 
former member of the South Amboy First 
Aid Squad.  Phil Piccolo, 67, formerly of 
Sayreville died on Jan. 8.  He was a great guy 
who will be remembered for his dedication 
and caring in The Heart of Jesus Prayer Group 
in the 1980's.  Joe Fioretti, 41, of Sayreville 
died on Jan. 8.  I'll always remember him 
as the enthusiastic, young and talented, left-
handed pitcher on my Sayreville freshman 
baseball team in 1984.  Their contributions 
to society will never be forgotten! 
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Outstanding radio D.J., Maria Milito (r) of Q-104.3, took time to visit old friend, local rock 'n' 
roll legend, and South Amboy-Sayreville Times feature writer, Clem Skarzynski, during her 
recent visit to Sansone Toyota at Woodbridge.  (Photo courtesy of Clem Skarzynski) 

Popular radio D.J. Maria Milito (l) is pictured with two members of the Q-Crew, from radio 
station Q-104.3, during her recent visit to the area.  (Photo by Clem Skarzynski)

The Diva Of Rock 'N' Roll Was In Town
By Clem Skarzynski

Well, in Woodbridge that is.  Yup, the 
lovely Ms. Maria Milito, Q-104.3 On Air 
D.J. from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m., and the Q-Crew 
were at the Sansone Toyota on Saturday, 
Dec. 5th, giving away "bling," and having 
fun with the crowd.  It's been awhile since 
Maria and company has been in the area, 
and as always, it was a pleasure to chat 

with her.  Listen Monday thru Friday, and 
alternate Saturdays for Maria, beginning 
with her "10 In A Row," "Lunch Licks," 
The Q-Calendar, 12 O'Clock Beatles Block, 
and Workforce Block.  And best of all, her 
stories of her pooch, "Carmine."  Tune in 
animal lovers and classic rockers.  Good to 
see you again, Maria! 

Bon Jovi Preps For 
Tour

Super rock group Bon Jovi is currently 
rehearsing for "The Circle World Tour," 
which kicks off on February 19th in Seattle, 
WA.  The band will spend much of the next 
two years on the road, performing 135 shows 
in 30 countries.  

Led by former Sayreville resident and 
lead singer supreme, Jon Bon Jovi, the boys 
will be following in the footsteps of their 
hugely successful "Lost Highway Tour."  Bon 
Jovi will draw fans around the world into 
"The Circle," and on May 26-27, the group 
will be the first ever to perform at the New 
Meadowlands Stadium.

#1 Pop Hits On Jan. 
16
2000-What A Girl Wants-Christina Agu-
ilera
1990-Another Day In Paradise-Phil Col-
lins
1980-Please Don't Go-K.C. & The Sunshine 
Band
1970-Raindrops Keep Fallin'-B.J. Thomas
1960-El Paso-Marty Robbins

#1 Country Hits On 
Jan. 16
1995-Not A Moment Too Soon-Tim Mc-
Graw
1985-The Best Year Of My Life-Eddie 
Rabbitt
1975-Ruby Baby-Billy "Crash" Craddock
1965-Once A Day-Connie Smith

One Hit Wonders
50 Years Ago

1960-Teen Angel-Mark Dinning; Six-
teen Reasons-Connie Stevens; Let The Little 
Girl Dance-Billy Bland; Alley-Oop-Dante & 
The Evergreens; Mule Skinner Blues-The 
Fendermen; Alley-Oop-Hollywood Argyles; 
Please Help Me, I'm Falling-Hank Locklin; 
Image Of A Girl-The Safaris; Over The 
Rainbow-The Demensions; Yogi-The Ivy 
Three; A Million To One-Jimmy Charles; 
Mr. Custer-Larry Verne; Diamonds And 
Pearls-The Paradons; You Talk Too Much-
Joe Jones; Stay-Maurice Williams & The 
Zodiacs.

Louis Prima, talented singer, actor, songwriter, and trumpet player is pictured during a 
fundraiser performance in South Amboy in 1950 following the devastating explosion.  Prima 
was known worldwide as "The King of Swingers," for his swing type of music.  According to 
Jim Gray of South Amboy, several big name acts came into town and performed in order 
to lift the spirits of locals, and serve as fundraisers after the disaster.  The woman on the 
left is Keely Smith, a talented singer, who played the "straight guy" to complement Prima's 
wild antics in every show.  The duet also recorded many songs.  Gray also stated that "The 
City of South Amboy donated a coffee truck to the Perth Amboy Salvation Army for their 
help during the explosion."  (Photo/information courtesy of Jim Gray) 

Rumbles From the '98 Rock 'N' Roll 
Reunion

By Clem Skarzynski

New Christmas 
Songs

By Tom Burkard
Gene Cornish, who was the fabulous 

lead guitarist for 1960's super rock group, 
The Young Rascals, later known as The 
Rascals (Remember "Good Lovin," "People 
Got To Be Free," etc.) recently recorded a 
really rockin' Christmas song, with a group 
called The Guitar Club For Men.  "Sleigh 
Bell Symphony," which is a medley of 
"Jingle Bells," "Joy To The World," and 
"Auld Lang Syne."  It's an instrumental that 
kicks, with Cornish's super lead licks, and 
also some really catchy drum beats.  Critics 
called "Sleigh Bell Symphony" "The best 
Christmas song in 25 years."

Gene is currently the leader of The 
New Rascals group which features world 
renowned drummer Dino Danelli, who has 
been Cornish's band mate since the 60's.

Eddie Brigati, another member of The 
Young Rascals/Rascals from way back when, 
released an interesting Christmas tune with 
his brother David Brigati in 2008, called 
"Magical Christmas."

Music Trivia
"Gimme Five"

By Tom Burkard

1.__The Five Americans a.Do What You Wanna Do
2.__Five For Fighting b.Brick House
3.__Five Man Electrical Band c.Aquarius
4.__The Five Satins d.Psychotic Reaction
5.__The Five Stairsteps e.I'll Be There
6.__The Jive Five f.Over And Over
7.__Dave Clark Five g.I'm A Happy Man
8.__The Jackson 5 h.O-o-h Child
9.__Count Five i.In The Still Of The Night
10._5th Dimension j.Signs
11._Ben Folds Five k.Superman
12._Five Flights Up l.Western Union

Answers
1l 2k 3j 4i 5h 6g 7f 8e 9d 10c 11b 12a.

Merry rockin' Christmas and a song-
filled New Year, rock 'n' rollers!  A new 
decade about to begin.  Wow!  Lots of 
joys and sorrows past.  A tearful goodbye 
to dear friend, fellow musician, drummer 
Frank Rudders, who was founder of "The 
Blue Notes," and standout drummer for 
"Collage."

Guitarist Roy Elyea is on the mend, 
playing keys at The Rockdaddys jams.  Local 
band, "The Fog" has brought in lead vocalist 
Midge Painchaud to its lineup.  Catch 'em at 
The Brickhouse.  Oh yeah, many thanks go 
out to Jerry Ust and the Sayreville Rec Dept. 
for September's "Sock Hop & Car Show at 
Kennedy Park.  Wait till next years show!  
Roger Johnson and his Hubcaps along with 
The Rockdaddys had the crowd rockin' thru 
the raindrops.  And special thanks to D.J. 

Richie Hart and the Just Us Cruisers for the 
hot rods and customs at the show.  Also, SA 
Times Publisher, Tom Burkard, who was a 
special guest performer.

Blues and Classic rockers, keep an eye 
out for "The Spider Daniels Band," appearing 
at Bello's monthly.  Yours truly has become 
an "Honorary member" of the group.  Great 
classic and "Back Wall" blues band.  Google 
'em at: spiderdanielsband for pics and their 
schedule.  See you out there.  Be well.

Billboard Chart Toppers On Jan. 16th
10 Years Ago-2000-What A Girl Wants-Christina Aguilera
20 Years Ago-1990-Another Day In Paradise-Phil Collins
30 Years Ago-1980-Please Don't Go-K.C. & The Sunshine Band
40 Years Ago-1970-Raindrops Keep Fallin' On My Head-B.J. Thomas
50 Years Ago-1960-El Paso-Marty Robbins
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School Sports
By Tom Burkard

(As of Jan. 8)

South Amboy resident, Don Sofilkanich (l) is congratulated by his father-in-law, Ed Paczkowski, 
owner of Foodtown, for coaching the Asbury Park High School football team to its third 
straight CJ Group 1 championship.  Congratulations on a terrific run, Don!  (Photo by Tom 
Burkard)

Boys Basketball
Cardinal McCarrick (5-2) After being 

shocked by Carteret in its second game of the 
season, the Eagles have reeled off 3 straight 
wins in the highly-competitive Hillside 
Tournament.  Soph transfer, Dana Raysor 
has been burning the nets lately, and he gets 
plenty of support from Maurice Isaac, Craig 
Thomas and Charley Gorman.  

Sayreville (4-3) Tarif Jackson, David 
Milewski, Jarrell Smith, Daryl Stephenson, 
Mark Keir, and frosh Joe Saitta have all con-
tributed to the balanced scoring attack.

South Amboy (2-3) Senior Joe Charm-
ello is leading the Guvs scoring attack with 20 
points per game, and has been getting support 
from Dustin DeVoe and Tim Simko.

Girls Basketball
Sayreville (6-2) Jessica Kitrys has been 

awesome both scoring and rebounding for 
the Bombers.  Tanasia Wilson has also been 
outstanding under the boards, while Lanie 
Andrews continues to light up the scoreboard 
with some beautiful shooting.  Cheyenne 
Grant has also helped the offensive attack.

Cardinal McCarrick (5-1) Olivia Gor-
czynski is burning the nets for close to 20 
points per game, and is receiving plenty of 
offensive support from Jen Shereyka, Maggie 
Presnal, Kristen Hansen, Lexi Born, Alyssa 
McDonough, and Kathleen Slardino.

South Amboy (3-3) Margarita Galanos 
has been a scoring machine lately for the 
Lady Guvs, with a high game of 30 against 
South River in the South Amboy Tourna-
ment.  Jillian Weber and Kate Hubbard 
have also supplied some scoring pop to the 
lineup.

Boys Bowling
Sayreville (6-0) The two-time defending 

state champs look absolutely outstanding 
again.  Top Bomber bowlers so far have 
been Eric Applegate, Phil Bailey, Anthony 
Nicholas and Glenn Sauer.  

Cardinal McCarrick (4-1) The Eagles, 
with Vinnie Bath and Jason Latham leading 
the way are looking very strong again this 
season.

South Amboy (0-6) The Guvs are led by 
the standout bowling of Phil Oppenheimer 
and Kevin Riley.

Girls Bowling
Cardinal McCarrick (5-0)  The Lady 

Eagles are flying high once again this year, 
behind the superb bowling of Nicole Bagin-
sky, Krissy Troutman and Nicole Higgins.

Sayreville (3-3) Kristy Bebert leads the 
Bomber bowlers, and gets lots of help from 
Tracy Karpinski.

South Amboy (0-4) Mary O'Connor has 
topped the Purple & Gold bowlers in every 
contest this season.

Wrestling
Sayreville (4-3) The Bombers were 

plagued with injuries early on, but have 
been doing much better lately. The quickest 
pins during the regular season have been 
recorded by 145 pounder, Noel Santiago in 
0:40; 112-pounder Mike Bohling 0:53; 119 
pounder, Anthony Geiger 3:22.

Boys Swimming
Sayreville (3-2) Top performers to date 

are Peter Dufrat, Skylar Lutz, Ryan Zucker, 
Tim Lopez, Nick Weber, Kyle Santos, Rob 
Nunes.

Girls Swimming
Sayreville (1-2) Leading the Bomb-

ers are Shannon and Maureen McKenna, 
Dana Quinn, Savannah Teeple, Robin Mi-
randa, Courtney and Lauren Lopez, Brianne 
Behr.

Bombers Nip 
Eagles

Sayreville's Jarrell Smith's heroics led 
the Blue & Gray to a stunning 58-57 upset 
over Cardinal McCarrick.  Smith fired in 
a 3-point bomb from the corner with 0:17 
left to tie the contest at 57-57.  Coach Joe 
Lewis' Eagles turned the ball over with 0:04 
on the clock, and with no time left, Smith 
was fouled, and connected on the game 
winning free throw to help the Bombers 
improve to (4-3) on the season.  The Eagles 
are now (5-2).

Coach Shawn Currie's Sayreville club 
was led by Smith and Tarif Jackson with 
12 points each, and David Milewski, who 
scored 10 and ripped 10 rebounds.  CM's 
Mo Isaac took game scoring laurels with 
18 points, while soph Dana Raysor scored 
15 and Charlie Gorman hit for 14 in a los-
ing effort.

McCarrick Beats 
Sayreville

Olivia Gorczynski fired in 13 points to 
lead Cardinal McCarrick to a close 42-40 
triumph over neighboring rival, Sayreville.  
The Lady Eagles now (5-1) got 9 points and 
11 bounds from Sydney Ransom.  Bombers' 
Jessica Kitrys captured game scoring honor 
with 16 points.  Sayreville now sports a 
(6-2) record.

Swimmers Have 
New Home

The Sayreville Bombers boys and girls 
swim team have a new home at the Center 
for Lifelong Learning on Cheesequake 
Road.  The Blue & Gray hasn't had a home 
meet since the Parlin YMCA closed down 
approximately 20 years ago, and is off to an 
excellent start.

The boys are currently 3-2, while the 
girls are 1-2.  Coach Sarah Rodis Magaw's 
boys squad features Ryan Zucker, Sebastian 
Moczulski, Captains Matt Kaefer and Nihar 
Modi, Skyler Lutz, Rob Nunes, Kyle Santos, 
Nick Weber, and frosh Peter Dufrat.

The girls' team is probably the only 
one in the state to feature 3 sets of sisters.  
The talented sisters include Shannon and 
Maureen McKenna; Courtney and Lauren 
Lopez; Dana and Michelle Quinn.  Other 
contributing members include Brianne Behr, 
Stefanie Passman, Savannah Teeple, and 
Brittany Swanton.

Eze: Best Bomber 
Ever

Sayreville superstar soccer player, Kene 
Eze finished his outstanding schoolboy ca-
reer as the greatest in Bombers history.  As 
a sophomore, he hammered in 32 goals, and 
became the All-Time goal leader in Sayre-
ville history, erasing the record that stood 
for 36 years. His lofty 106 career goals will 
be a high mark for future Bombers to shoot 
for.  Eze finished the 2008 season with 34 
goals, of which 7 were game-winners, and 
also 9 assists in leading the Blue & Gray to 
a 12-8 mark.  His year-by-year goal totals: 
Freshman-16; Sophomore-32; Junior-24; 
Senior 34.

Kene received many honors and awards 
for his superb soccer performance this year.  
He was 1st Team All-State All-Groups; 1st 
Team All-State Group 4; 1st Team All-Mid-
dlesex in The Star Ledger; Middlesex County 
Player of the Year in The Star Ledger. 

Bombers 2nd In 
Tourney

The Sayreville Bombers wrestling 
team took 2nd place in the JFK Tourna-
ment behind champion Delaware Valley.  
Gary Siriday won the 103 championship, 
while Anthony Geiger copped the 119 title.  
Congratulations!

Cardinal McCarrick's Nicole Baginsky is 
once again one of the top female bowlers in 
Middlesex County, and has been a big factor 
in the Lady Eagles (10-0) start this season.  
(Photo by Brian Stratton) 

The South Amboy Lady Guvs girls' basketball team is improving with each and every game, 
and hope to qualify for the state tournament.  (Photo by Brian Stratton)

Pictured is the South Amboy boys' varsity basketball team.  The Guvs are shooting for a 
berth in the CJ Group I tourney this season.  Come on out and cheer all of our local teams 
on to victory!  (Photo by Brian Stratton)

Sayreville Wins 
Title

Coach Mike Weinert's talented Sayre-
ville Bombers boys bowling team won the 
prestigious Central Jersey Winter Classic (CJ 
Winter Classic) at Brunswick Zone Carolier 
Lanes in North Brunswick.  Competing in 
a strong field of 32, the Blue & Gray used 
a balanced pin-attack to rack up 3,257 pins 
to win the crown over second place Eastern, 
who scored 3,215.  

Anthony Nicholas topped Sayreville 
with a 257-711.  He got plenty of support 
from teammates Eric Applegate 246-674; 
Wayne Bebert 256-631; Phillip Bailey 228-
623; and Glenn Sauer 212-611.  The Bombers 
are the defending Group 3 State Champs, 
and also Tournament of Champions (T of 
C) winners in 2009.
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New Programs At 
Sayreville Public 
Library

Sayreville Public Library introduces 
two new programs for children with special 
needs:

Yoga for ASD Families is for children 
ages 4-12 with Autism Spectrum Disorder, 
along with their parents and siblings.  Join 
us  for 45 minutes of yoga relaxation and 
fun!  Meets Thursdays at 6:30 PM on 2/4, 
2/11, 2/18, 2/25. Please wear comfortable 
clothing, bring a yoga mat or towel and a 
drink. . Register online at www.sayrevil-
lelibrary.org. For more information call 
732-727-0212, ext. 5.

SNAP!  (Special Needs Active Play!)  
Children with special needs and their fami-
lies are invited to play and socialize in an 
informal, fun-filled environment.  Some 
games and manipulatives will be provided, 
but feel free to bring a favorite toy, activity or 
DVD.  For children ages 3-7 and their fami-
lies.  Sundays in February from 1-2:30 PM. 
Register online at www.sayrevillelibrary.org 
. For more information, call 732-727-0212, 
ext. 5. 

96 Years Of Service
This year, the Sadie Pope Dowdell Li-

brary will be celebrating its 96th year of ser-
vice!  Numerous programs are being planned 
– including a children’s magic show, a Wii 
Rock Band competitions for kids and adults 
(no experience necessary!), the workshop, 
“Re-create Your Life,” presented by Maria 
Mantoudakis, a Dale Carnegie instructor, as 
well as monthly film screenings.

Drop in after work; the library is open 
Monday, Tuesday or Thursday evenings 
until 8 pm. On Saturdays, the library is open 
10 am through 4 pm; and Wednesdays and 
Fridays until 5 pm.

The library is your community place 
for current magazines and newspapers, tax 
forms, postage stamps, bestsellers, children’s 
craft programs, free e-mail and Internet 
access, up to date consumer, health and 
vacation resources, film screenings, local 
organization meetings, or even the twice 
monthly knitting/crochet circle.  

Drop in and meet the Friends of the 
Dowdell Library; they meet the first Wednes-
day of every month at 7 pm at the library. 

For more information, contact the 
library (adjacent to the High School) at 732-
721-6060 or comments@dowdell.org.

This old South Amboy collectible from 
Hubbard's Cupboard, is also the answer 
to question #1 in the Pleasant Little Trivia 
column on page 2.  (Photo courtesy of Jake 
DeFort) 

Senior Planners 
Schedule

The Sayreville Senior Planners meetings 
are held on the last Wed. of the month at the 
Senior Center at 10 a.m.  The following is 
the schedule for 2010:

Jan. 27; Feb. 24; Mar. 31; Apr. 28; 
May 19 (Senior Day-26); June 30; Jul-No 
scheduled meeting; Aug.-No scheduled 
meeting; Sept. 29; Oct. 26; Nov. 24; Dec.-
No scheduled meeting.  Senior Citizens 
Day-May 26; Halloween Party-Oct. 27; 
Food Bank Donations-Jan.-Tuesday Club; 
Mar.-Wednesday Club; May-Thursday 
Club; Jul.-St. Stan's Club; Sept.-AARP; 
Nov.-Asian American Club.
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The Local Sports Memory Machine
By Tom Burkard

From The Sports ArchivesT.H.E. 
Game Glory Days in

Local Sports

1965-St. Mary's talented boys' basketball team finished (9-8), under Coach Luke Lenahan 
in his final year as varsity coach at St. Mary's.  
The Eagles consisted of standing (l-r) Statistician Bill Kennedy, Manager Danny Volosin, 
Ricky Jarusiewicz, Ed Suchciki, Tom Zalewski, John Constantine, John Quigley, Father 
George Brembos, Coach Luke Lenahan.  Seated (l-r) Paul Jankowski, Fran Fitzmorris, 
Co-captain Jim Doyle, Co-captain Tom Triggs, Sean Kelly, Bob Knight.  (Photo courtesy 
of Fran Fitzmorris) 

1956-St. Mary's boys' bas-
ketball squad bowed to Rutgers 
Prep, 66-55 in the season opener.  

John Phillips poured in 18 
points, Tom Pristavec 17, 
and Joe Viggiano 12 for the 

Eagles. 1962-Sayreville trounced St. 
Peter's football eleven, 25-0.  The Bomb-
ers rushed for 4 touchdowns by different 
players including Marty Szarvas 4-yd., Bob 
Anderson 26-yd., Paul Zalewski 4-yd., and 
quarterback Graham Howard an 11-yd. score.  
1974-The Eagles pounded Perth Amboy St. 
Mary's, 80-50, as Mark Clark pumped in 35 
points and Ray Lasko 12.  1984-Metuchen 
hammered Hoffman boys' basketball team, 
74-46 in the Consolation game of the East 
Brunswick Tournament.  Dave Gumprecht 
topped the Guvs with 13, his brother Scott 
tossed in 12, and Andrew Moran 11.  1995-
Sayreville girls' basketball club trounced 
J.P. Stevens 68-34.  Dana Feltz led the way 
with 24 points, and was followed by Tara 
Bouchard 14, Stephanie Allocco10, Beth 
Alwell 10.  2001-The South Amboy Lady 
Guvs halted Highland Park, 56-49.  Kiersten 
McCarthy fired in 22 points and ripped 10 
rebounds, Regan Rone tossed in 18 points, 
and Tracy Szatkowski scored 10.

Sport-Boys Basketball
Year-1975
Teams-St. Mary's vs. Hoffman in City 
Series action.
Recap-The powerful Eagles, paced by Joe 
Kolakowski's 25 points and 31 rebounds, 
destroyed the Governors, 73-38.  Pete Bu-
kovec added 14 points for the Saints, while 
Joe "Moose" McCarthy topped the Purple 
& Gold scoring with 12 tallies.
MVP-Joe Kolakowski

45 Years Ago
Osowski Rewrote Record Books

1965-On January 8, Sayreville's super-
star center, Jeff Osowski scored his 1,000th 
point in a victory over Red Bank Catholic. 
Later in the season, he went on to set a school 
record for most points in a game, with 46, 
breaking the mark of 45 which was held by 
Bill Mandy.  The stellar performance was 
to no avail, as the Bombers fell to Edison, 
79-75, in the second round of the Holiday 
Tournament,  

In addition, Jeff set a new Middlesex 
County season record, by scoring his 615th 
point against Perth Amboy St. Mary's, eclips-
ing the mark held by Jeff Gunkle.  He finished 
the 1964-65 season with 661 points, easily 
#1 in the county.  Osowski also broke Ron 
Kuran's Sayreville career record of 1,296 
points.   Jeff Osowski's heroics led the  '65 
Bombers to a stellar 18-6 final record. 

50 Years Ago-1960
Bombers Halt Owls Streak

Coach Homer Dill's Sayreville Bomb-
ers football squad ended Highland Park's 
23- game winning streak, which was the 
longest in New Jersey at the time, 20-14.  
The Owls had a 0-0 tie in 1958.

Sayreville's Bill Podgers broke loose 
for a game-winning 62-yard TD in the third 
quarter.  He also scored in the first stanza 
on a 23-yd. run.  Quarterback Bill Mandy 
found end Jim Bogaczyk on a 15-yd. TD 
strike, also in the opening quarter.
Hearts Win Tourney

On January 3rd, the Sacred Heart Gram-
mar School basketball team romped over 
Our Lady of Victories of Sayreville, 38-17 to 
capture the championship of the Tri-County 
Parochial School Tournament, which was 
sponsored by the Knights of Columbus 
Councils of South Amboy, Sayreville and 
South River.  Bob Kukulski was high scorer 
with 13 points, and followed closely by Joe 
Chodkiewicz who tallied 11.
Guvs Beat Eagles At Buzzer

Denny White's clutch jumper at the 
buzzer, gave Hoffman a nail-biting, 46-44 
victory over St. Mary's in City Series ac-
tion.  George Reick led the Guvs with 17 
points, while White finished with 11.  Lenny 
Lawson topped the Saints with 14 markers, 
and Henry "Henny" Conroy chipped in with 
10 points.
Sacred Heart Nips Saints

On January 3rd, Sacred Heart CYO 
edged St. Mary's 51-50 in a High School 
CYO League contest.  Frank Eskra scored 
the biggest basket in his career, by hitting a 
free throw with 0:01 left to give the Hearts a 
thrilling triumph.  Coach Jim Walczak's SH 
club was led by Joe Kozak with 15 points, 
Gerry Cross 12, John Kampo 10.  St. Mary's 
Jimmy Ferguson took game scoring laurels 
with 18 markers.  Joe Harrigan tossed in 9 
for SM.  Others scoring for Sacred Heart 
were: Eskra 7, Kaboski 5, R. Cross 2.  St. 
Mary's also received some points from: Ed 
Mullane 8 points, Borbely 7, Ricky Ferguson 
5, Sullivan 3. 

60 Years Ago
Vail Wins It For Eagles

1950-With the score tied at 49-49, and 
time running out, Jack Vail pumped in 2 cru-
cial field goals to lead St. Mary's to a 53-49 
basketball victory over Rutgers Prep.  Vail 
and Luke Lenahan scored 20 points apiece 
for the Blue and Gold.

From The Cheerleader Archives

1976-St. Mary's beautiful and talented cheerleaders included top row (l-r) Susan Gomolka, 
Joyce Kenny, Denise Kilcomons, Denise Harvey, Gail Ksiazek.  Middle row (l-r) Terri Kane, Lynn 
Meade, Lorna Rupp.  Bottom row (l-r) Joanne Norek, Jean Muchanic, Mary Ann Kirk.

10 Years Ago
Dobrowolski Runs Wild

2000-St. Mary's Eagles talented foot-
ball star, Chris Dobrowolski broke loose 
for 4 touchdowns on runs of 47, 9, 11, and 
72 yards, to lead the Blue & Gold to a 33-
0 romp over Sussex Tech.  Dobrowolski 
rushed for an incredible 245 yards on 15 
rushes for the day.

The Cheerleaders
1970- Hoffman High School's out-

standing cheerleaders were Captain Kathy 
Kubinak, Co-Captain Chris Triggs, Patty 
Shaluha, Linda Kojzar, Colleen Switzer, 
Sharyn Nemeth, Janet Shaluha, Nancy Hoff-
man and Susan Newton. 

1941-The undefeated Sayreville Bombers football squad had a pretty huge roster of 
talented players.  The team finished (6-0-1) under legendary Coach Vince Abbatiello.  The 
lettermen on the Blue & Gray were: Rufus Anderson, Walter Ardenowski, William Bailey, 
Ned Callahan, Nick DeBiase, James Dolan, Robert Dolan, Robert Geiger, Steve Jannos, 
John Kotarski, Walter Kwitkowski, Richard Lutz, Robert MacFarlan, Louis Maciorowski, 
Gilbert Miller, Arthur Nowak, Andrew Paprota, Archie Prusakowski, Joseph Prusakowski, 
Edward Rajek, Victor Roskowski, Thomas Wisniewski.

1953 City Series-This unidentified St. Mary's Eagle drives to the hoop against Hoffman 
defenders at the old Hoffman High Gym on John Street.  Number 13 is the Eagles' Smelas, 
and number 7 is Marty Metzger also of the Saints.  The official was a former college and 
NBA referee, Norm Van Arsdalen.  Does anyone know number 12 on Hoffman or any other 
players?  (Photo courtesy of Don "Mickey" Czok)

Cardinal McCarrick 
To Honor State 
Champs

Cardinal McCarrick/St. Mary's High 
School will honor the 1979-80 Boys Basket-
ball State championship team on Wednesday, 
Feb. 3 at 7 p.m.

The event will mark the 30th Anni-
versary of the Eagles capturing the South 
Jersey Parochial B state title.  The ceremony 
will take place at halftime during the game 
between Cardinal McCarrick and Monroe.  
For additional information, contact Athletic 
Director Gil Pritchard at 732-721-0748, 
ext 221, or visit the school website: www.
cardinalmccarrick.com.

Butch is a member of the South Amboy 
Firemen’s Relief Association, the Exempt 
Firemen’s Association, the Central Jersey 
Fire Chiefs’ Association, The F.O.W., the 
American Legion, and the New Jersey State 
Firemen’s Police.    

A communicant of St. Mary Church in 
South Amboy, Butch is the proud father of 
two children, Bryan, who resides in New 
Orleans, La. And is a member of the New 
Orleans Police Department, and Heather, 
a resident of South Amboy. He is a lov-
ing brother to Kathleen Varrano and Jack 
Mulvey, and devoted uncle to 16 nieces 
and nephews.

This year's South Amboy St. Patrick's 
Day Parade will be held on March 13, 2010. 
For additional information about this event 
please visit the parade website at http://sa-
parade.com/, or contact Mickey Gross at 
(732)721-5031.

Mulvey
continued from page 1
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Are You As Healthy As You're Designed 
To Be?

Dorland's medical dictionary defines 
health as "a state of optimal physical, mental, 
and social well being, not merely the absence 
of disease and infirmity."  Our experience 
has shown that the majority of people in 
the world do not know what health really 
is.  Most are prepared to link up symptoms 
to health in that if they "feel well," they are 
healthy and if they are in pain, or have some 
kind of symptoms, they are sick.  It is our 
job to make you understand the meaning of 
true health.

Chiropractors understand that most 
Americans are brought up in a household 
that follows the "medical model."  It is our 
desire to educate you so that you will question 
your own past beliefs about health and search 
for the truth.  The truth to us (chiropractors) 
seems quite evident.  To the extent that your 
body is able to have a properly functioning 
nervous system without interference that is 
the extent that you are healthy.  Remember-
ing that your nervous system controls every 
single function of the body.  

The avenue through which the body does 
all of this miraculous work is through the 
nervous system; it is the "electrical system" 
that joins the body together as a whole.  The 
inborn wisdom of your body completes all of 
the tasks necessary to sustain life by using the 
nervous system to communicate with every 
cell in your body.  No cell in your body is just 
floating around with its own ideas and how 
it wants to behave.  This organization in the 
body is so precise, that every cell functions 
in harmony with the ones around it in order 
to complete specific tasks.

We have discovered that if our nervous 
systems aren't expressing themselves per-
fectly, then our bodies will be functioning 
at less than 100%.  Enjoying health seems 
to be perceived by most as a privilege that is 
saved for the fortunate few, when in reality, 
it should be experienced by the vast majority.  
I want you to realize that from this day forth, 
it is time to treat your health as the utmost 
priority, whether you are one minute old, or 
100 years old.  We all only get one turn at life.  
It is my sincere desire to have you live that 
life with 100% health.  By eating correctly, 
exercising, getting enough sleep, drinking 
plenty of water, keeping your spine in correct 
alignment, and nervous system functioning, 
you will enjoy the greatest gift of all…you 
are as healthy as you're designed to be.

Fishing Flashes
By Teo “Weebles” Weber

Saltwater
It’s the Weeblemeister once again wel-

coming all to the new fishing year 2010.  
Right now Bay fishing for Stripers is closed 
until March 1st.  It’s just as well, since it 
was very slow right through the Holidays. 
I heard of only one or two keepers.  It’s not 
much better in the ocean either with very 
few short Stripers around.  The ocean is open 
all year for fishing. The bad weather we had 
put a damper on all fishing activity.  There 
is decent Party Boat fishing for Ling and 
Blackfish when they can get out.  The bag 
limit for Blackfish dropped to 4 fish after the 
1st.  Mackerel have just arrived and should 
provide good fishing for a few weeks at least. 
Plenty of Sea Herring are mixed in too. Sea 
Bass fishing in Federal Waters remains closed 
until April 1st.  New regulations for Porgies 
calls for a split season and a reduced bag limit 
of 10 fish and a size limit of eleven inches in 
Federal Waters. State Waters up to three miles 
offshore are not affected by this. The Fluke 
regs sort of stay the same with a six fish, 18 
inch limit and a few days left off the already 
shortened season we had in 2009.  To protest 
these harsh regulations there will be a “Fish 
In” on February 24th calling for both sport 
and commercial fisherman to march on the 
Capitol in Washington D.C.  Several fishing 
organizations are arranging Bus tickets and 
Transportation for the event.
Fresh Water

Outside of Trout fishing from the shore 
by Round Valley Reservoir boat ramps, there 
isn’t much to report due to the bad weather. 
Ice fishing statewide should start now that 
this brutal cold weather has begun icing up 
our lakes. Be sure to get your 2010 Fishing 
license!!!  
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Christmas Long Ago

Christmastime late 1950's or early 1960's-This line of adults and children is shown waiting 
for a chance to visit with Santa and Mrs. Claus at Melrose Toy and Sport Center, which was 
located at 161 North Broadway in South Amboy.  (Photo courtesy of Jerry Mroczkowski)

WWW.?

This should be a very tough one to start the New Year for all of our faithful photo ID 
"experts" out there.  E-mail your answer to: thesatimes@aol.com.  Good luck!  (Photo by 
Bill Garnett)

OLV Cookbook
Our Lady of Victories 125th Anniver-

sary Cookbook is now available. This fabu-
lous cookbook features 300 mouth-watering 
recipes from our parishioners. This recipe 
book makes a nice Christmas gift. The price 
of the cookbook is $15.00. To reserve a 
cookbook(s) please call Teri at (732)727-
7639 or send a check payable to OLV Seniors 
to: Teri Yetsko, 6 Lani St. South Amboy, NJ 
08879. Cookbooks are also available at the 
OLV Pastoral Center.

Farley's Dock 
Mystery Continues

Olivia Farley Blaszka sent some in-
formation in regarding the Farley's Dock 
Mystery.  She writes:  "I spoke with my 
cousin Leo with regard to the dock, and he 
said there was an old wooden structure just 
about where the current boat ramp is on River 
Road in Sayreville, that he believes could 
have been called Farley's Dock.

The original Farley homestead was 
located on River Road, approximately 100 
yards up River Road, from this structure on 
the same side, going toward Main Street, 
was an old gum tree, located on the property.  
This tree was used as the starting point on 
Philip Farley Sr.'s property deeds during 
that time.  This dock was located adjacent 
to the Farley land, and he would venture to 
say that it was referred to at that time, as 
"Farley's Dock."

As for the dock in Morgan, there is no 
written proof in our family records of this 
being in our family.  There may have been 
another Farley family living in the Morgan 
area, unknown to us at this time."

*A special thank you to Olivia Farley 
Blaszka for researching Farley's Dock, and 
sharing it with our readers.  Also, if the retired 
Sayreville Police Officer, who supposedly 
has knowledge on the whereabouts of this 
dock, will take the time and give us a call to 
further enlighten everyone on Farely's Dock, 
it would be greatly appreciated.  Call The 
SA Times at 732-727-0398. 

Deep Cut Bridge?
Did you ever hear of the Deep Cut 

Bridge?  Does anyone know where it is, 
or was located?  If any SA Times readers 
have any information or photos of it, please 
contact us at: satimes@aol.com or call 732-
727-0398.  

December Winners
Last month's photo was of the current 

Jule's Restaurant located on the corner of 
Ridgeway Ave. and Raritan St. in South 
Amboy.  The earliest name of the business 
was Raritan Beer Garden, which we found 
in our research in a 1936 issue of the old 
South Amboy Citizen.  An advertisement 
read, "South Amboy's newest and finest 
hall."  John Wojciechowski was listed as 
proprietor.  Many years later, his son, Joe 
Wojciechowski later owned the establish-
ment.  Raritan Beer Garden's name was 
eventually changed to several other names 
through the years including,  John's Halfway 
House; The Halfway House; Getz's Halfway 
House; Third Base.  Robert Gecek and his 
late wife, Sidney owned it briefly in the 
early 1990's, and called it Getz's Halfway 
House.  One of our readers said that it was 
called Taxi Dancing, which was incorrect.  
That name was painted on the front of the 
hall as an attraction for a movie that was 
shot there some time ago.  Oldtimers in the 
40's and 50's nicknamed it either Whitey's, 
or Johnny Whiskey's.   In the 1980's many 
patrons affectionately called it Howie's, in 
honor of then owner, Howie Deitche.  

The business has a spacious hall, and 
was always utilized for banquets, weddings, 
meetings, etc. through the years.

Roxanne Meszaros Keegan shared her 
memories, "I remember it as Johnny's Half-
way House.  It was owned by Joe and Ann 
Wojciechowski, and my dad was a bartender 
there for many, many years.  When I was old 
enough, I used to waitress there for all types 
of parties and events.  The fish and shrimp 
sandwiches on Friday nights were the best!  
We couldn't wait for my father to come 
home with a bag full of those sandwiches.  
I have a lot of happy memories of growing 
up around the Halfway House."

January winners included: W. Tom 
Kross, Marian Mills, Charles Kampo, 
Heather Poland, Peggy Yuhas, Stella Plus-
kota, George Kern, Mary Ann Matarangolo, 
Pete Vasilcin, Dennis Quinlan, Tony & Peggy 
Mocarski, Elaine Zonak, Don Zrebiec, Vince 
Mackiel, Dave Grzelak, Joan Fulham, Lynn 
Loy, and the trio of Roxanne Keegan, Dawn 
Roberts, Kevin Kania. 

Sayreville Recreation's Toys For Tots
I would like to thank everyone involved 

with this year's Holiday Toys for Tots pro-
gram, it was a huge success.  The program 
was able to help 120 children of Sayreville 
have a brighter Christmas.  A very special 
thank you to Jim Gillette, Raritan Bay Fed-
eral Credit Union, Weichert Realtors, Old 
Bridge-Sayreville Rotary, Sayreville Soccer 
Assn., Sayreville Athletic Assn., Morgan-
Parlin Panthers, Sayreville Little League-
River Dogs, Sayreville Leprechauns, 
Goddard School, Sayreville-South Amboy 
Girl Scouts, Recreation Advisory Board, 
and the many residents who donated toys 
to support this event.  Thank you to the 
Sayreville Bombers Men's and Women's 
basketball program, who provided cupcakes 
and volunteered at the Sayreville Recreation 
Department's Toys for Tots Holiday party on 
Sunday, Dec. 13.  These fine young men and 
women volunteered their time on a Sunday 

afternoon to help make the Christmas sea-
son a joyful one for the needy children of 
our community.  I would like to commend 
these student-athletes for their kindness and 
compassion, and recognize their dedication 
to community service in the Borough of 
Sayreville.

Sincerely,
Director of Recreation
Jerry Ust 

Dear Tom and Staff,
Just wanted to wish you a happy, healthy 

and prosperous New Year!  I'm having sur-
gery on January 8th at Robert Wood, and 
I'm determined to be in great shape by the 
end of January to pick up the next edition 
of The SA Times newspaper!  I hate even 
missing one issue!

Best Wishes,
Mary Snover
 
*Thank you Mary, and we send our 

prayers and best wishes for a speedy re-
covery!

Winery/Casino Trip
The OLV Seniors are sponsoring a trip 

to Renault Winery/Casino on Sunday, Feb-
ruary 7, 2010. The cost of the trip is $47.00 
which includes the Winery luncheon, bus 
transportation and cash voucher from the 
casino. The bus will leave OLV lower park-
ing lot at 9:30AM and return approximately 
9PM. Please contact Jack at 732-254-7263 
to reserve a seat. 

Old Glory flies high in the background, as Chris Mroczkowski's snow blower works magic 
on his driveway.

The deep drifts won't stop a determined Drew Newcomb Jr., as he plows a driveway.
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Obituaries
Allen, Robert B., 52, of Morgan died 

on Dec. 16.
Ballance, Marie L., 79, formerly of 

Sayreville died on Jan. 3.
Barath, Barbara Ann, 72, formerly of 

Parlin died on Dec. 24.
Barna, Gregory L. Sr., 47, of South 

Amboy died on Jan. 7.
Braitsch, William F., 84, of Sayreville 

died on Dec. 23.
Burnette, Mary Cannon, 81, formerly 

of South Amboy died on Dec. 20.
Carroll, Janet D., 78, formerly of Sayre-

ville died on Dec. 11.
Chanley, William J., 74, of Sayreville 

died on Jan. 6.
Clarke, Clinton H. Jr., 55, of South 

Amboy died on Dec. 19.
Cross, Frank T., 84, formerly of Melrose 

died on Dec. 30.
Dimech, Carole S., 66, of Sayreville 

died on Dec. 16.
Dorobis, John P., 86, of Parlin died on 

Dec. 10.
Erbetta, Lillian, 74, of Sayreville died 

on Dec. 23.
Estwanick, Edward N. Jr., 72, of Parlin 

died on Dec. 25.
Felice, Carol M., 87, of South Amboy 

died on Dec. 30.
Funk, David A., 39, formerly of Parlin 

died on Dec. 24.
Gross, Frances, 73, of Parlin died on 

Dec. 29.
Hornecker, Jeffrey, 55, of Sayreville 

died on Dec. 20.
Keegan, Veronica, 87, of Parlin died 

on Dec. 27.
Kenny, James P., 82, formerly of South 

Amboy died on Dec. 25.
Kosmowski, Walter M., 78, formerly 

of Melrose died on Jan. 8.
Kost, Lois Hills, 65, of Sayreville died 

on Dec. 18.
Loftus, Timothy J., 49, formerly of 

South Amboy died on Nov. 24.
Lynch, Anne "Nancy," 55, formerly of 

Parlin died on Dec. 16.
Malinov, Nadezhda, 52, of Sayreville 

died on Dec. 26.
Modzelewski, Lula-Mae, 91, of Sayre-

ville died on Dec. 21.
Murray, Valerie, 63, of Parlin died on 

Dec. 30.
Olsen, Douglas "Ace," 74, of Sayreville 

died on Dec. 20.
Olsen, Marie, 69, of Sayreville died 

on Jan. 5.
Piccolo, Philip, 67, formerly of Sayre-

ville died on Jan. 8.
Pudelka, Margaret "Peggy," 85, of South 

Amboy died on Dec. 16.
Roman, Helen A., 95, of Parlin died 

on Dec. 20.
Wisniewski, Anthony C., 85, of Sayre-

ville died on Dec. 23.
Zamorski, Elizabeth "Elli," 88, of 

Sayreville died on Jan. 5.

Holy Name Meeting
The Middlesex County Federation of 

Holy Name Societies will hold its meeting 
on Thursday, Jan. 21 at Most Holy Redeemer 
Church, 133 Amboy Rd., Old Bridge, begin-
ning with a Mass at 7 p.m.  A buffet meal will 
be served in the church hall after Mass.  The 
meeting will follow.  All County Federations 
are invited to attend.
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Pictured above is Master Brian O'Connor and assistant Kevin O'Connor at the annual 
Christmas party of the South Amboy Youth Group Karate Class.  Master O'Connor has been 
teaching Karate and self-defense to the children of South Amboy at the Charles Hoffman 
senior center on Monday nights for the past 22 years. The whole gang had a great time 
and everyone left with a present or two. (Photo by John E. Sparza)

Santa's helper had a long Christmas delivering gifts, and is now ready for a long winter's 
nap.  (Photo by Tom Burkard)

Characters Of The Great Amercian Past 
Time-Part 2

By Brendan C. Boyle & Fred C. Harris
Article by Bill Garnett

I purchase this book online after a 36-
year absence in my life.  It seems like I just 
read it for the first time only a few years ago.  
Time really does fly.

The book features over 200 baseball card 
pictures from the 1950's and early 1960's.  
On page 143, there is a picture of St. Mary's 
own, Ed and John O'Brien.  They were the 
first brothers to appear on a baseball card, 
a 1954 Topps.  Their photo is in a section 
that features siblings who played major 
league baseball.

Jimmy Piersall played the outfield for 
the Boston Red Sox and Cleveland Indians in 
the 1950's.  He was one of the most colorful 
players to wear a uniform.  He had a nervous 
breakdown and was put away for awhile.  The 
story of his life was played out in a movie 
called "Fear Strikes Out," starring Anthony 
Perkins.  Here are some excerpts from the 
book:  "Jimmy Piersall squirted home plate 
with water pistols, heaved equipment bags 
our of dugouts, watered the infield between 
innings, ran into walls trying to catch fly 
balls, threw baseballs at scoreboards and 
bats at pitchers, practiced sliding during 
batting practice, bunted with 2 outs and his 
team 6 runs behind in the last of the ninth, 
ran around the bases backwards after hit-
ting a homer, did sitting-up exercises in the 
outfield to distract the batters, had nervous 
breakdowns, made comebacks, fathered 9 
children, and in general, made life interesting 
for 17 of my first 22 major league seasons, 
I miss him."

Jimmy also went on to an illustrious 
career as a major league announcer for 
many years.

In 1965, a San Francisco Giants rookie 
card featured Masanori Murakami, a rookie 
pitcher from Japan.  He was the first Far 
East player to appear in the major leagues.  
"Masanori Murakami was, with the possible 
exception of Yogi Berra, the only man who 

ever played in the big leagues, who did not 
speak English."

Dick Stuart played for the Boston Red 
Sox and Pittsburgh Pirates in the 60's.  He 
once hit 66 home runs in the minor leagues, 
but was best known as one of the worst 
fielding first basemen of all times.  "Dick 
Stuart could fill a book by himself.  Being the 
legitimate cuckoo king of the era, he refused 
to bunt no matter what situation, and seemed 
to endorse any product that would pay him 
50 bucks.  He never stopped talking during 
his entire career, and carried on feuds with 
almost everyone but the ushers.  He might 
have been the greatest natural eccentric of the 
decade, but he definitely got the most out of 
what he had to work with.  It was his inability 
to field his position, however, that gained 
him his string of unflattering nicknames-- 
"Stonefingers," "The Boston Strangler," and 
"Doctor Strangeglove."  Highly insulting, 
but all richly deserved.  "He charted new 
dimensions in defensive ineptitiude.  He 
dropped foul pop-ups, misplayed grounders, 
bobbled bunts.  He missed pick-off throws, 
dropped relays, messed up force plays.  He 
fell down while covering the bag on easy 
rollers, knocked his teammates down while 
circling under flies.  Every ball hit his way, 
was an adventure, the most routine play 
was a fresh challenge to his artlessness.  Stu 
once picked up a hot dog wrapper that was 
blowing towards his first base position.  He 
received a standing ovation from the crowd.  
It was the first thing he managed to pick up 
all day, and the fans realized it could very 
well be the last."

I hope you enjoyed some of the stories 
from the book, it's an easy read, very amus-
ing and entertaining.

The title of the book is "The Great 
American Baseball Card Flipping, Trading, 
and Bubble Gum Book."  It can be purchased 
on E-Bay.
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