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The Good Friday Explosion left this rubble in its aftermath on South Feltus Street in South 
Amboy.

South Amboy's Acting Police Chief, Darren LaVigne answers questions from reporters for 
major TV networks, at a special news conference held in the middle of South Feltus Street 
following the explosion.  *More explosion photos on Page 19.

Good Friday Miracle
On South Feltus Street

Pollando New 
Chairman

The Sayreville Democratic Organiza-
tion (SDO) unanimously elected former 
Councilman Thomas V. Pollando as its 
new chairman, replacing Assemblyman 
John S. Wisniewski, who held the post for 
10 years.  

Wisniewski, relinquished the SDO post 
after recently being elected chairman of the 
New Jersey Democratic State Committee.  
Wisniewski praised Pollando, saying that 
"Tom will be a fantastic chairman who 
will work tirelessly on behalf of the com-
mittee."

Sayreville Board
Election Results
Thomas W. Biesiada, who received 

2,404 votes, was the lone incumbent re-
elected to the Sayreville Board of Educa-
tion, which elected 3 members. The top 
vote-getters were newcomers Daniel S. 
Balka with 2,871, and Helen Bruno-Raccuia 
2,470.  Incumbent Curtis L. Clark garnered 
2,333 votes.  

The tax levy for $56,090,487 was 
rejected by a 2,554-2,174 margin.  20% 
of the Borough's 24,028 registered voters 
turned out.

Sayreville 
Candidates

The following have filed for the up-
coming Primary Election in Sayrevile: 
Democrats-(3 years) William Henry, Dan 
Buchanan.

Republicans-Paula Siarkiewicz, Vin-
cent Zarcaro.

South Amboy 
Candidates

The following have filed for the upcom-
ing Primary Election in South Amboy;

Democrats-Mayor (4 years)-Fred Henry 
Jr.; Councilmen-At-Large (4 years)-Joseph 
Connors, Michael "Mickey" Gross.

Republicans-Mayor-None; Council-
men-At-Large (4 years)-David J. Longen-
hagen, Saverio Sagliocco.

Fleming Dies At 82
Robert "Bob" Fleming, 82, of Parlin died 

on April 3.  He was the first full-time Board 
Secretary of Sayreville Public Schools, serv-
ing until his retirement in 1990.  Active in 
numerous local and statewide organizations, 
he was past president of St. Bernadette Holy 
Name Society.  Fleming was a talented all-
around athlete at St. Mary's High School, 
and was a 1st Team All-State Prep School 
basketball player in 1944.  He was a terrific 
guy and will be sadly missed.

SA Memorial Day
Parade-May 22

The City of South Amboy will hold its 
annual Memorial Day Parade on May 22nd, 
the weekend before the actual holiday.  Busi-
ness Administrator Camille Tooker expects 
more participants and spectators this year.  
The City requests that all residents fly the 
American flag the day of the parade until 
the actual holiday.

The parade will begin at the Knights 
of Columbus on Fourth St., proceed down 
Stevens Ave., make a left onto John St., and 
another left onto Broadway, and end in front 
of City Hall.  

Anyone interested in participating in the 
parade can call the South Amboy Senior and 
Recreation Center 732-525-5961.

O'Leary To Retire;
Henry Chosen By 

Dems
South Amboy's longest-serving Mayor 

John T. O'Leary has announced that he will 
not seek re-election for the post he has 
held for an unprecedented 24 years.  The 
Democratic Committee members met and 
voted unanimously for current City Council 
President Fred A. Henry Jr. to run for mayor.   
In addition, they selected Councilman 
Joseph Connors and newcomer Michael 
"Mickey" Gross to seek two at-large seats 
on the council.

Henry, 59, has been a member of the 
City Council since 1992, and has served as 
Council President for the past 8 years.  He 
was also on the Redevelopment Agency from 
1996-2008.  Fred is currently the dean of stu-
dents at South Amboy Middle/High School, 
a position he has held since 2006.  Henry has 
been an educator in the South Amboy school 
system for 35 years, and has also served as 
a coach and athletic director.  Fred's father, 
Fred Sr. was a councilman from 1961-1971, 
and also City Council President. 

Connors currently works as Supervisor 
of Laboratory Services at DuPont in Parlin. 
He has been a councilman for 8 years, was a 
Board of Education member, and served on 
the Planning Board for 24 years.

Gross began working for the county 
as a Sanitary Inspector in 1982, moving up 
through the system to his current position 
as the head of the Middlesex County Envi-
ronmental Health Division.  One of South 
Amboy's hardest working men, known for 
his tireless efforts of volunteer work with 
different organizations and charities, he 
looks forward to "Working as hard as I can 
for the people of South Amboy."

So. Amboy Board 
Election Results
In the South Amboy Board of Educa-

tion election, three incumbents were elected.  
Kevin Riley had the most votes with 741, 
Elizabeth DeLucca 680, and Cindy Zam-
mit 633.  The tax levy for $8,758,638 was 
rejected by a 783-461 margin.  23% of the 
City's 5,342 registered voters came out. Sayreville Parade

May 31
The Borough of Sayreville's annual 

Memorial Day Parade will be held on May 
31st starting at 10 a.m.  Don't miss it!   

Walk For Autism
LJK Appraisals and the South Amboy 

PTO are sponsoring a walk for Autism 
Awareness.  The walk will take place on 
Sunday May 23rd, 2010, at the South Am-
boy Middle/High School. We will be on 
the school grounds from 9 AM until noon. 
Our goal is raise $10,000. Donations can be 
made by check, payable to the South Amboy 
PTO. For further information please contact 
Dawn Roberts at virgodawn71@yahoo.com 
or (732) 925–9498.

Feature Story/Photos By Tom Burkard
Good Friday, April 2, 2010, was a day 

local residents will never forget.
At around 2 p.m. the City of South Am-

boy was rocked with a loud explosion that 
was heard over a mile away.  The blast lev-
eled a small one-story rented home on South 
Feltus Street, and damaged other homes in 
the neighborhood.  Two people who were 
in the structure, miraculously walked out 
alive, although both were severely injured 
from the blast, which was believed to be 
gas-related.

Two men, who were in the vicinity at 
the moment of the blast, played heroic roles 
in getting the man and woman out of the 
rubble to safety.

Kevin Gorczyca, who lives five houses 
from the explosion scene, said that, "I was 
painting a boat in the backyard, and heard 
the explosion.  I never heard a noise that 
loud. I looked up and saw the roof in the sky, 
and glass too." He dropped his paint brush 
and ran as fast as he could to the house to 
see if he could help anyone.  At about the 
same time, UPS driver Robin Dennis, 30, 
of Edison was making a delivery on Portia 
St., and heard the blast, and through the 
backyard of the Portia St. home, saw the 
explosion's aftermath.  He said, "I heard 
a girl screaming for help and I hopped the 
fence to help her."  Gorczyca said "When I 
saw the house, it was just studs and rafters.  
I heard a woman screaming and saw her 
through the rubble, and went in and helped 
her.  I never saw anyone burned all over the 
skin like that.  The guy was in the middle 

of the house on his knees by the hot water 
heater.  I pleaded for him to get out.  There 
was red fire coming out of a pipe, so I found 
a towel and wrapped it around my hand and 
shut the valve off, and the fire went out.  It 
was definitely a gas leak."  Gorczyca also 
said he found a pocketbook on the lawn, and 
put it next to the woman.  Dennis said that 
"There were a few kids who were playing 
baseball at the field that ran up to see what 
happened, and said that they just called 911.  
The police arrived in about 4 minutes, and 
announced on the speaker for everyone to 
get out of the area." 

Long-time South Amboy First Aid & 
Safety Squad members Jim "Doc" Ryan and 
John "Jack" Mulvey were the first rescue 
workers to arrive at the scene.   Mulvey said 
that, "We saw a man and woman sitting on the 
wall with extensive burns.  At first we thought 
they'd fly them out, but medics decided to 
go overland to Robert Wood Hospital, where  
they would be stabilized, and then be flown 
to St. Barnabas.  They were both conscious 
and in a lot of pain."

Next door neighbors, Dennis and Nicole 
Poulson just missed being home when the 
explosion occurred.  Dennis said that, "I 
was tired, but decided to shop at BJ's, and 
if we didn't go there, we would have been 
in the driveway when the blast happened.  
If there had been a fire, at least a quarter 
of our home would have been destroyed.  
Thank God we went to the store!"  Nicole 
agreed, saying that "We would have been in 
the driveway or the house at the time."  As 

continued on page 19
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Estelle Pluskota (r) of South Amboy, and her daughter Christine Pluskota (l) of Morgan 
enjoyed shopping at the Vendor & Craft Expo at the Sadie Pope Dowdell Library in South 
Amboy on April 17th.  The highly-successful event was sponsored by The Friends of the 
Dowdell Library.  (Photo by Tom Burkard)

Talk Of The Towns
By Tom Burkard

Eugene Morris Paint Store
In last month's column "South Amboy/

Sayreville Businesses in 1958," we inadver-
tently left out Eugene Morris' Paint Store 
on First St. in South Amboy.  I'm sure there 
were many other businesses not mentioned, 
because our research material (A program 
from '58) did not have them listed.  Mr. Mor-
ris was a fine gentleman and an expert in the 
painting industry.  I found him to be a very 
honest person, who treated his customers 
with the utmost respect.
Tabasko Is Police Chief

Former South Amboy resident Glenn 
Tabasko is currently the Police Chief of 
the Raritan Township Police Department.  
Congratulations, Glenn!
Herlihy Becomes Monsignor

Rev. Msgr. Daniel J. Herlihy, who was 
assigned to St. Mary's Church in 1986 as 
an extern priest, was recently designated 
chaplain to His holiness with the title of 
Reverend Monsignor.  Rev. Msgr. Herlihy 
is currently the Pastor of Our Lady of Mercy 
Parish in South Bound Brook.  Congratula-
tions, and God Bless! 
In Memoriam

Valeria Strugala, 96, of Sayreville died 
on March 17.  She was co-owner of Frank's 
Market in Sayreville for 25 years with her 
husband Frank until retirement in '75.  Dr. 
Severino Ambrosio, 83, of Parlin died on 
March 26.  He practiced medicine in the 
Parlin area for 49 years, retiring in 2005.  He 
was president of the medical staff at South 
Amboy Memorial Hospital. Jean Masterson, 
95, of Morgan died on March 27.  She was 
past president of South Amboy Women's 
Club, and a well-known and respected pri-
vate piano teacher. Victor Oppenheim, 95, 
of Old Bridge died on March 28.  A good 
businessman with a kind heart, he owned H. 
Oppenheim & Son Variety Store in South 
Amboy for over 50 years.  Thomas White 
of South Amboy, died on March 30.  He 

Pleasant Little 
Trivia

By Tom Burkard
1. In 1996, this Washing Machine Ser-

vice was located on Rt. 35 North in Morgan?  
a.Top Shelf b.Morgan c.A-1

2. St. Mary's HS senior class President 
in 1975 was?  a.John Babarcheck b.Nora 
Muchanic c.Brian Stratton

3. In '74, this machine shop was located 
at 506 Raritan St., Sayreville?  a.Fords En-
graving Co. b.Raritan Bay Engraving Co. 
c.Blue Sky Ltd.

4. He became pastor of Sacred Heart 
Church in 1983?  a.Rev. Walter Urbanik 
b.Rev. Joseph Banach c.Rev. Francis Klim-
kiewicz

5. Principal of St. Stanislaus Kostka 
School in 1979?  a.Sister M. Cephas b.Sister 
Eleanore c.Sister M. Lucille

6. He was named pastor of St. Mary's 
Church in 1977?  a.Msgr. Francis Sullivan 
b.Msgr. John Gerety c.Rev. James McCon-
nell 

7. President of the Sayreville Emergency 
Squad in '79?  a.Edward Wisniewski b.John 
Hickey c.Ted Kiyak

8. This priest who was assigned to St. 
Mary's Church in 1976, went on to become 
Pastor of St. Joseph's Church in Keyport?  
a.Rev. Ronald Cioffi b.Rev. William Breslin 
b.Rev. Robert Decker 

9. Where is Morgan Hose & Chemi-
cal Co. #1 located?  a.Luke St. b.Route 35 
c.Old Spye Rd.

10. What year did Dot's Luncheonette 
open on Broadway in South Amboy?  a.1960 
b.1965 c.1967

11. Where was NL Industries located 
in Sayreville?  a.Horseshoe Rd. b.Chevalier 
Ave. c.Bordentown Ave.

12. Where was Hot Dog City located 
in South Amboy?  a.Broadway  b.Stevens 
Ave. c.Pine Ave.

Answers
1c 2b 3a 4b 5c 6b 7a 8a 9c 10b 11b 

12a. 
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 ★  Business of the Month  ★
Nonna Rosa's

Nonna Rosa's fine staff consists of (l-r) Owner Jose Arguello, Alberto Garcia, Jose 
Arguello Jr., and Christian Gomez.  (Photo by Tom Burkard)

Nonna Rosa's Pizzeria, Café and Ca-
tering business, has been in business for 
eight years, and is located at 3294 Wash-
ington Road, Parlin.  Nonna's has been 
growing in popularity with local residents, 
who enjoy their delicious food, and in 
Jose's words, "We use the best ingredients, 
and our food is 100% Italian."

The menu at Nonna Rosa's is quite 
huge, and you can get almost anything you 
want there, and be assured of an enjoyable 
meal or tasty pizza.  Momma's thin-crusted 
pizza pie featuring homemade sweet sauce 
is one of Nonna Rosa's many specialties.  
Chicken-Buffalo pizza is also very popular 
with patrons and made with homemade 
Buffalo sauce.

Nonna's runs lots of great specials 
including large pies Monday through 
Wednesday for $7.99 plus tax or 2 pies 
for $14.99 plus tax.  Another great deal 
runs Mon.-Fri. 11 a.m. to 4 p.m.  Buy 2 
slices of pizza and get a FREE can of soda!  
Their two most popular wraps, always 

in demand are the Chicken Caesar, and 
Nonna's.  Another favorite item is Chicken 
Parmigiana on a homemade garlic roll.

If you're in the mood for a fresh sand-
wich, try Nonna Rosa's Heros.  They come 
in 2, 3, and 6 feet long, so you better have 
a big appetite!  For the weight conscious, 
try Nonna's garden salads.  They also offer 
hamburgers, Penne Vodka, baked Ziti, All 
kinds of gourmet pizzas, hot & cold subs, 
12" on Italian bread, rolls such as Calzone, 
chicken, etc.  

In addition, Nonna Rosa's Buffalo 
Hot Wings are always popular.  There 
is a very diversified selection of entrees, 
and the portions are more than generous.  
Nonna's now offers catering, so stop in 
for a catering menu.  Nonna's also offers 
FREE Delivery. 

Don't forget to call Nonna Rosa's at 
732-553-0050 or fax 732-553-0024 for 
some mighty fine food.  Stop by at 3294 
Washington Rd., Parlin and say "Hi" to 
Jose and his talented staff.  

Blood Drive May 1
Morgan First Aid Auxiliary is spon-

soring a Blood Drive on Sat., May 1 from 
10 a.m. to 2 p.m. at the Morgan First Aid 
Squad Building, Rt. 35 North, (Next to 
Club Abyss).  Those who donate blood will 
receive one raffle ticket for an "Around the 
Town" gift basket containing donations 
from local merchants.  For more info call 
732-721-5712.

Flea Market-June 5
Sayreville Recreation Dept. will be 

having a Community Flea Market on June 
5 from 8 a.m.-1 p.m. at the Borough Hall 
Soccer Field.  Tables for residents are $10, 
non-residents $20.  (You must provide your 
own table/chair.  Registration is now being 
accepted at the Mickey Sedlak Recreation 
Center on Dolan St.  For more info call 732-
390-7092/7096.

PRAYER TO ST. JUDE
(To be said when problems arise or when one seems 

to be deprived of all visible help, on far cases almost 
despaired of). Most holy Apostle St. Jude, faithful servant 
and friend of Jesus, the church honors and invokes you 
universally as the patron of hopeless cases, of things 
almost despaired of, pray for me, I am so helpless and 
alone. Make use I implore you of that particular privilege 
given to you, to bring visible and speedy help where 
help is almost despaired of. Come to my assistance in 
this great need that I may receive the consolation and 
help of heaven in all my necessities, tribulations, and 
sufferings., and that I may praise God with you and all the 
elect forever.  I promise O Blessed St. Jude, to be ever 
mindful of this great favor, to always honor you as my 
special and powerful patron, and to gratefully encourage 
devotion to you. Amen.  Thank You St. Jude. -E.P.

A PRAYER FOR HEALING
Lord, you invited all who are burdened to come 

to You.  Allow your healing hand to heal me.  Touch 
my soul with Your compassion for others.  Touch 
my heart with Your courage and infinite love for all.  
Touch my mind with Your wisdom, that my mouth may 
always proclaim Your praise.  Teach me to reach out 
to You in my need.  Help me to lead others to You by 
my example.  Most loving Heart of Jesus, bring me 
health in body and spirit so that I may serve You with 
all my strength.  Touch gently this life which you have 
created.  Amen -T.B.
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Yearbook-St. Mary's 1975
By Tom Burkard

St. Mary's Class of '75 was back in 
school for a week in September 1974 for its 
final year, when Eric Clapton topped the pop 
charts with his song, "I Shot The Sheriff."  

While at St. Mary's, Sister Mariann 
Mahon was principal, and some of the fine 
faculty consisted of; Corinne Ragusa, Sr. M. 
Celeste McCone, Richard O'Brien, William 
Ryan, Robert Decker, Chris Leahy, Ann Dur-
ski, Sr. Helen O'Donnell, Judith Bucher.

Cheryl Imbriglio and Doreen Tiedemann 
were Editors-In-Chief of the yearbook.  Class 
President Nora Muchanic was also editor of 
the school newspaper, "The Crown."  Mary 
Fitzsimmons was Student Council President 
and also co-captain of the cheerleaders with 
Joann Mulvey.

Extracurricular activities were plentiful 
at the Augusta Street school, and included 
various clubs such as the Ski Club, Pho-
tography, Hospitality, Auto Mechanics, 
Apostolic, Spirit, and Foreign Language 
clubs.  The senior play was "The Music 
Man," and was performed before packed 
houses at the gym.

On the national scene, "Squeaky" 
Fromme of the Charles Manson "family" 
tried unsuccessfully to shoot President Ger-
ald Ford.  The movie of the year was "Jaws," 
which grossed over $100 million in 6 months 
to set a new, all-time box-office record.

Some of the members of the great 
Class of '75, selected randomly included; 
Joseph Bartlinski, Kenneth Bartlinski, Fred 
Beaudry, Gerard Bergin, Lisa Beck, Steven 
Birmingham, Michelle Bouchard, Patricia 
Bush, James Caracappa, Donald Carroll, 
Maureen Connors, Michael Crummy, 
Thomas Cushion, Lawrence Delaney, 
Brian Dohaney, Joan Durski, Francis Far-
rell, Geraldine Fives, Diane Frenier, Elaine 
Gary, Marianne Gomolka,  Karen Grieco, 
Sarah Griffith, Irene Gray, Debra Harvey,  
Jennifer Hill, Suzanne Karas, Kevin Kelly, 
Mark Kenny, Maryellen Kenny, Georgiana 
Kline, Ann Marie Ksiazek, Eileen Kovchock, 

Robin Lawton, Wayne Lee, Helen McAfee, 
Scott McDonald, Heather McLaughlin, John 
Maher, Susan Malloy, Debra Malowicki, 
Renee Meszaros, Roxanne Meszaros, Wil-
liam Munck, Mary Lou Nebus, Amy Norek, 
Kevin O'Brien, Maureen O'Connor, Casimir 
Ogorek, Patricia Partington, Thomas Patten, 
Theodore Rachwal, Carol Principato, Linda 
Radich, Christine Randall, Donna Reich, 
Louise Russell, Maureen Ryan, Kimberly 
Sadlowski, Richard Servis, Jerome Short, 
Margaret Stockton, Brian Stratton, John 
Szaro, Patricia Titus, Ellen Wallace, Michael 
Vanni, Michael Witkowski, Sharon Zagata, 
Marianne Zalewski, Louise Zlotnick.

Some excellent nicknames were Ozzie, 
Fleet, Peck, Buck, Yoke, Chones, Moo, 
Fingers, Esso, Bubbles, The Lollipop Kid, 
Smiley, Egghead, Stretch, Slim, Rocky, 
Noodles, General, New Kid, Prince, Radar, 
Strats, Tumbo, Chico, Bird.

Randomly selected senior athletes 
included Joe Kolakowski, the Eagles All-
Everything, who became the first player in 
the school's history to garner 1,000 rebounds, 
Peter Bukovec, John Durnien, Jim O'Dowd, 
Frank McQuade, Glen Tabasko, Ray Lin-
deroth, Dario Valdivia, Bruce Hancik, Matt 
Loughlin, Mark Zdanowicz, Tim Hall, An-
namarie Heil, Kathleen Huresky and Phyllis 
Nappi, co-captains of the girls basketball 
team, Joanne Szraga, Marianne Szraga, 
Carol Moskwa.

John Denver's "Thank God I'm A 
Country Boy" was the top song in the nation 
as the St. Mary's Class of '75 bid adieu on 
Graduation Day.

The Miraculous Prayer
Dear Heart of Jesus, in the past I have asked for many 

favors.  This time I ask you this my special one (mention 
favor).  Take it, Dear Jesus, and place it within your own 
broken heart, where your Father sees it.  Then, in His merci-
ful eyes, it will become your favor, not mine.  Amen.  (Say 
this prayer for 3 days, promise publication and your favor 
will be granted.  Never known to fail.)  -D.R.
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A huge cloud of smoke rises from the large brush fire near Weber Avenue in Sayreville 
recently.  (Photo courtesy of Nellie Malet)

Wayne Chorpita (c) receives the Sayreville 
Fire Department's 2010 Outstanding Fireman 
of the Year Award from 1st Assistant Chief 
Kevin Krushinski (l), and Melrose Captain 
Steven Kanca.  (Photo/Story submitted)

Brush Fire Threatened Sayreville
A large brush fire that began in the 

vicinity of Reid, Maple and Main Streets in 
South River at around 2 p.m. on Sunday, April 
10th, caught fire across the Raritan River in 
Sayreville near Weber Ave. Sayreville Fire 
Chief John Dunne said that it is believed that 
an airborne ember flew over the river and 
started the fire on the Sayreville side.  The 
fire is believed to be the largest brush fire 
in the Borough in over 17 years. 

The four-alarm blaze threatened the 
homes of Borough residents along Weber 
Ave., and for nearly three hours, 27 en-

gines from local fire companies, including 
Sayreville's 5 brush trucks, and all of the 
Borough's standby engines, battled the dan-
gerous inferno. In addition, the State Forest 
Fire Service sent two airplanes that dropped 
water from the sky.

Large clouds of black smoke could be 
seen for miles, as residents were evacuated, 
but allowed to return around 5 p.m.  Sayre-
ville resident, Nellie Malet said that "Resi-
dents along MacArthur Ave. were hosing 
down their homes, in case the fire spread."  
Firefighters suffered minor injuries.

Chorpita: Fireman Of The Year
Co. #1 for 38 years of dedicated service to 
the community, with the 2010 Outstanding 
Fireman of the Year Award.

A lifelong resident of the Melrose sec-
tion of the Borough of Sayreville, Wayne 
is a second-generation firefighter.  Before 
joining the fire company in April of 1972, 
he was no stranger to the Fire Department 
throughout his youth.  Following in his father 
Michael's footsteps, Wayne could always 
be found somewhere around the firehouse, 
getting involved and helping out whenever 
possible.

During his 38 years of service, he has 
served in several positions for the better-
ment of the company including Recording 
Secretary, Trustee, and after making his 
way through the ranks, was elected Cap-
tain or Foreman, as it was known as, then 
in 1980.

Wayne still serves on the active rolls 
today and his experience and commitment 
continues to be a valuable asset to the Sayre-
ville Fire Dept.  Congratulations, Wayne on 
an outstanding career!

The members of the Sayreville Fire 
Dept. recently recognized Firefighter/Ex 
Captain Wayne Chorpita of the Melrose Hose 

Cruise Inn At The 
Pank

The Peter Pank Diner, located at 967 
Route 9 North in Sayreville, will be featur-
ing Cruise Inn starting April 30th and every 
Friday night from 6-9 p.m.  The Just Us 
Cruisers will hold the weekly vintage car 
show, that will also feature the best music 
from the 50's, 60's & 70's, by Richie Flash.  
Everyone is welcome to stop by for a great 
night out.  Trophies will be awarded to win-
ning vehicles, and there's always plenty of 
great food at the Pank!  For more info, call 
Richie at 732-525-0412 or the diner 732-
721-2850.

Ads From The Past
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The recent 4-6 inch deluge of rain that fell on March 30th, forced the closing of Lower Main 
St. in South Amboy.  This vehicle was one of the last allowed through before the police 
closed the road.  (Photo/caption by Bill Garnett)

March Rainfall Breaks Records

Dog Obedience
The Sayreville Recreation Dept. will be 

sponsoring Dog Obedience Training Classes.  
The course will be held on Mondays at 7 p.m. 
for 6 weeks starting May 3 at the Mickey 
Sedlak Recreation Center.  The fee for the 
course is $100.  Instructor Debbie Bancer is 
a Certified Animal Behaviorist.  For registra-
tion information call 732-390-7092/7096 or 
Debbie Bancer 848-203-5188.

The total March rainfall for New Jersey 
was 9.26 inches, more than enough to break 
the previous record of 7.80 inches in 1912.  
In addition, New Jersey's 12-month rainfall 
total of 66.30 inches from April 2009-March 

2010, easily shattered the old mark of 61.38 
inches from May 1938-April 1939.  The 
average rainfall in N.J. is approximately 47 
inches a year.

May Crowning
On Sunday, May 2nd, following the 12 

noon Mass, all parishioners are invited to join 
the children of St. Mary's Religious Educa-
tion Program in honoring the Blessed Mother 
with a special tribute of floral presentation, 
rosary recitation and Marian hymns.  The 
program will take place outdoors weather 
permitting.

The Miraculous Prayer
Dear Heart of Jesus, in the past I have asked for many 

favors.  This time I ask you this my special one (mention 
favor).  Take it, Dear Jesus, and place it within your own 
broken heart, where your Father sees it.  Then, in His merci-
ful eyes, it will become your favor, not mine.  Amen.  (Say 
this prayer for 3 days, promise publication and your favor 
will be granted.  Never known to fail.)  -C.L.
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Prom Memories

1974-Ray Kukulski and Anne Mundy posed 
for a perfect picture at the H.G. Hoffman High 
School's Junior Prom, which was held at the 
Battleground Country Club in Freehold.  Ray 
and Anne could have been King & Queen 
at any prom!

Music At St. Mary
Join the Saint Mary Chamber Orchestra 

for its third annual Mozart Festival.  Under 
the direction of Maestro Deibert, SMCO will 
perform a Haydn Cello Concerto with Miss 
Sofia Nowik, as well as Mozart’s Concerto 
for Clarinet, featuring soloist Paul Caruso.  
The performance will commence with a 
stunning rendition of Mozart’s Symphony 
No. 29 in A, and conclude with Symphony 
No. 25 in G minor.

 Please come to the recital, stay for 
refreshments and greet the artists after-
wards.

Donation Cheerfully Accepted!  $10 
Suggested

Please call with any questions:Eszter at 
732-261-8979 or Chris at 732-721-0179.

Sayreville Recreation Summer Program 
Registration

The Sayreville Recreation Dept. will 
hold Summer Registration for the follow-
ing Summer Programs & Special Events 
on Monday May 3rd from 8:30 a.m. to 3:30 
p.m. at Mickey Sedlak Recreation Center 
on Dolan St.

The programs are: Burke's Park Sum-
mer Camp and Little Kids Playtime; Burke's 
Park Summer Camp; Little Kids Playtime at 
Kennedy Park.  Programs at Mickey Sedlak 
Recreation Center are Summer Fun; Mommy 
& Me; Little Chefs; Co-ed Crafts; Go Green; 
Adult Aerobics-Interval & Zumba; Zumba 
& Strength & Tone; Boot Camp.

At Truman School-Gymnastics; Dance; 
Cheer.  Sayreville Recreation Sports Camps-
boys & girls 2-8 grades, (All held at Bor-
ough Hall)-Soccer Camp; Volleyball Camp; 
Basketball Camp.

Special Events-Annual Fishing Derby-
May 15 at Kennedy Park; Memorial Day 
Parade, May 31 at 10 a.m.; Community Flea 
Market-June 5 at Boro Hall Soccer Field 8 
a.m.-1 p.m.; Independence Day Celebration-
July 3 at Kennedy Park starting at 4 p.m.

For more information call Sayreville 
Recreation Dept. 732-390-7092/ 732-390-
7096.

OLV Seniors
The OLV Seniors will hold their May 

meeting on Friday, May 7, 2010 at 1PM in 
Monsignor Dalton Hall. We will have our 
annual May Crowning followed by our 
lunch,  business meeting and cake and cof-
fee/tea. Please wear something blue in honor 
of Our Blessed Mother. Please bring your 
rosary since we will be saying the rosary 
in honor of Mary. We will also be ordering 
sandwiches for lunch. The choices are: ham 
and cheese, turkey, tuna fish, and eggplant. 
Please contact Teri at 732-727-7639 if you 
wish to order a sandwich. The cost is $3.00 
which includes a sandwich on a roll, chips 
and a drink. You can pay at the meeting if 
you have a late order. We are also collecting 
a non-perishable food item for St. Vincent 
de Paul Society. Finally, we will be collect-
ing at our May meeting for the June luau. 
The price of the June luncheon is $10.00 
for members and $18.00 for non-members.  
If you have any questions contact Teri at 
732-727-7639.

Benefit  Dinner & 
Tricky Tray 

In honor of Roland “Ron” Leveille who 
lost his battle with leukemia in March, the 
benefit will be sponsored by Firefighters 
Helping Firefighters, Inc. PO Box 3297, 
South Amboy, NJ 08879. Saturday, May 1, 
2010, 4 to 8 p.m. South Amboy Middle/High 
School cafeteria, 200 Governor Hoffman 
Plaza, South Amboy. Adults: $12 at the door 
($10 advance sale), Seniors: $8 Children: 
10 yrs & under $5. The proceeds will go to 
Elizabeth “Betty” Leveille to help her with 
the cost incurred from mounting medical 
expenses during Ron’s hospital stays. A 
portion will also go to the Leukemia & 
Lymphoma Society.

For tickets and information, please 
contact Bill (732) 803-8463 or Frank (732) 
600-4905

“Alice in 
Wonderland” At 
Sacred Heart

Under the direction of Mrs. Brew, Mrs. 
Holowatch and Mrs. Liana, the Sacred Heart 
Drama Club is busy rehearsing a spectacular 
performance of this classic story. All Drama 
Club members are busy preparing for a 
spectacular live performance of this classic 
tale. Advance Tickets will go on sale the last 
week of April so don’t miss out on this op-
portunity to witness the talents of the future 
stars of the Great White Way! 

The Adventures of Alice in Wonderland. 
When:  Friday, May 14th and Saturday, 
May15th Time:  7:00 pm Where: Memorial 
Hall - Sacred Heart School 

Price of Admission: $5.00 per ticket

was the long-time owner of the Sham-
rock Inn.  John "Jack" Curtis, 66, formerly 
of Parlin died on March 31.  He was a dedi-
cated basketball coach for the Sacred Heart 
CYO team for many years.  Linda Diffin, 
66, of Sayreville died on April 1.  She was 
an administrative assistant for Sayreville 
Recreation Dept. for 25 years, and also the 
Sayreville Democratic Organization com-
mittee woman for the 29th District.  John 
D. "Jack" O'Toole, 78 of South Amboy died 
on April 4. Affectionately known as "Oats" 
by his dear friends, he had a diversified life, 
working as a letter carrier with the U.S. 
Post Office in South Amboy, and was the 
owner of Pine Liquors in South Amboy.  In 
addition, many will remember him for his 
"Mister Softee" ice cream business back in 
the 1960's, when kids waited faithfully for 
him to arrive at their neighborhood in the 
hot summer evenings.  Eleanore Filik, 86, 
of Melrose died on April 7.  She was the 
secretary for Melrose Improvement Associa-
tion for 25 years, and the grandmother of 
war hero, SFC Benjamin Sebban, US Army, 
who was killed in action in 2007.

They will always be remembered for 
making the world a much better place. 

Talk Of The Towns
continued from page 2
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"I have seen many beautiful sunsets over the years in Key West, Florida, but this sunrise 
over Raritan Bay in South Amboy stands up with the best."  (Photo/caption by Bill Garnett)  
*See this beautiful photo in living color on our website at: www.thesatimes.com.

Happy 95th birthday to Kathleen 
Jankowski, who was born on April 5, 
1915.  A wonderful woman, who is a 
lifelong resident of South Amboy, she 
is a mother of 6, grandmother of 19, a 
great-grandmother of 24, and a great-
great grandmother of 1.  Every visit to her 
home is a joyous moment because she 
always has great stories to tell.  May you 
have many more years to come!
Love Always,
Your Family

(Photo/Story Submitted)

95th Birthday

Local Flashbacks
1975

*Sayreville resident Matthew Zalewski 
was the Director of Middlesex County Police 
Academy.

*South Amboy's Jeanne Rogers was 
crowned, "New Jersey's Our Little Miss."

1990
*Bruce Pillar won the South Amboy 

Recreation Department''s "Biggest Tomato" 
contest with a whopping 3-pounder.  

*Vince Pluskota captured the "Big-
gest Vegetable" contest with a 5 1/2 pound 
Zucchini.
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Easter Bunny Visits

South Amboy Elks Lodge No. 784 held a 
Henhouse Breakfast Buffet that featured 
a visit by the Easter Bunny.  Pictured (l-r) 
Kyle Cooke, 4 years old, Jake Cooke 1 
1/2 years old, and their mother Brianne 
Cooke, all of Sayreville, had a fun time 
meeting the Easter Bunny.  (Photo by 
Tom Burkard)

The South Amboy Knights of 
Columbus Council #426 held its 
annual Breakfast with the Easter 

Bunny at the Council Home.  Alyssa 
Berecsky 1 1/2 years old, and her mother 
Lisa Moglia Berecsky enjoy their visit 
with the Easter Bunny.  (Photo courtesy 
of Bob Moglia)

▼

▼
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Long, Long Ago

May 1939-This is a vintage photo of the Kurtz Bros. Groceries and Delicatessen store located 
on the corner of Ridgeway Ave. and Raritan St. in South Amboy.  Esther Kurtz Buickerood, 
told us that her father Andy Kurtz "originally owned a little grocery shop around the corner, 
and bought this store.  The little store became a shoemaker shop."  Andy Kurtz was a South 
Amboy Councilman, and went on to become a NJ State Assemblyman.  His brother William 
"Willie" Kurtz was also a NJ State Assemblyman, and served as acting Governor for the 
state of New Jersey.  (Photo/info courtesy of Esther Kurtz Buickerood)

Combat Vet Honored

Veterans for Education, a student advo-
cacy group at Rutgers-Camden, organized 
and ran a highly-successful  2-mile run on 
April 25 at Cherry Hill High School, to 
honor Jeremy Kane, who died in combat in 
January.  The proceeds from the run will be 
used to build a memorial for Rutgers students 
and alumni who lost their lives during the 
Afghanistan and Iraq wars.

Kane, was killed by a suicide bomb 
attack while on patrol in the Helmand 
Province in Afghanistan.  The 22-year old 
was a Lance Corporal in the United States 
Marine Corps.  He was a Criminal Justice 
major at the Camden campus of Rutgers 
University.
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Empire Theatre Fire

1950-South Amboy firefighters battle the huge blaze that destroyed the legendary 
Empire Theatre on Broadway.  (Photo courtesy of Tim Walczak) 

60 Years Ago:  Fire Destroyed Empire 
Theatre In South Amboy

By Tom Burkard

On Tuesday, April 11, 1950, a fire of 
undetermined origin broke out at the Empire 
Theatre, and apparently burned for some 
time before being discovered at 3:45 p.m. 
by Special Officer Maher, who was patrol-
ling Broadway and saw smoke coming from 
the building.  He quickly turned in the fire 
alarm box on the corner of Broadway and 
Augusta Street, as flames were shooting out 
from the rear of the building, where the fire 
apparently started, and huge clouds of black 
smoke were seen throughout the area.  The 
smoke became so dense it was impossible to 
see a few feet away, and nearby homeowners 
had to vacate in order to get fresh air.

When firefighters arrived, flames were 
shooting out from the south side and the front 
of the building, but the dense smoke hindered 
their efforts to a great extent, and soon flames 
were burning from all sides, and pieces of 
wood from the theatre were being swept 
out over buildings in the vicinity, making it 
necessary to station firemen and others on 
roofs and other high points nearby, to watch 
for burning pieces of wood which might fall 
on other buildings.  Despite the efforts of 
South Amboy's 4 fire companies, the blaze 
continued to grow, and threatened to wipe 
out the entire block, so emergency calls for 

extra backup went out to Lincoln Engine 
Co. of Perth Amboy, South River, Morgan, 
President Park, Melrose, and Sayreville 
Fire Departments.  The firefighters battled 
valiantly with the inferno as it raged on, 
and for the most part, kept it confined to the 
theatre, but there was considerable smoke 
damage to a factory next door.  When the 
fire was at its worst, the home across the 
street from the theatre caught fire, but was 
quickly extinguished.  The Empire Theatre 
was brought under control at 6 p.m. thanks to 
the brave efforts of all of the fire companies 
who battled the stubborn blaze.  

David Snapper, owner of the theatre 
chain, estimated the damage at $105,000, 
but said plans were being made to build a 
"bigger, more modern theatre on the site." 

Fire Chief John Keays conducted a 
personal investigation, and declared the fire's 
origin could not be determined.

The Empire Theatre had a capacity of 
600 seats, and was in operation on Broadway 
since 1900, when Theodore Manduka and 
Frank Dey started the business during the 
early years of the movie industry.  They sold 
it to Snapper in 1910. 

South Amboy's Joe Kudelka said that 
"The Empire was the only entertainment in 
town.  It probably fit about 300 people in 
the theatre.  It was located right where the 
apartment building is now on Broadway, 
next to the Chinese restaurant."

Note: The movie that was supposed 
to be shown on the night of the fire was 
"Paid In Full" starring Bob Cummings.  
The billboard outside the theatre advertised 
"Montana" with Errol Flynn, but that 
was going to play on Thursday through 
Saturday.

Sacred Heart Night 
at TGI Friday’s

Thursday, May 13th, is Sacred Heart 
Night at TGI Friday’s on Route 9 in Old 
Bridge.  If you go to dinner from 5:00-
9:00 pm, we will receive 20% of your bill. 
Donating money never tasted so good. Just 
mention to your server that you are from 
Sacred Heart!

1950-The Empire Theatre is demolished 
following the huge fire that destroyed the 50 
year old structure.  Notice the South Amboy 
policeman directing traffic, while onlookers 
watch the popular structure come down.

Protection Engine Company No.1 firefighters 
at the scene of the Empire Theatre Fire in 
1950.

This is how the Empire Theatre in South 
Amboy looked before being destroyed by 
fire in 1950.
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NUMBERS
By Elaine Scott

66,000 square feet: 48,000 sq. ft of liv-
ing space, plus an additional 18,000 square 
feet in the attached 30-car garage.  That’s 
the square footage in the home of America’s 
richest man, Bill Gates.  “Wow!!  That’s a 
BIG HOUSE!!” I had thought to myself 
when I read this bit of news online recently.  
Such a “bloated” figure, though, isn’t easy 
to comprehend. In order to understand large 
quantities of any kind, comparisons are 
needed to bring the numbers “to life.”

Our 12.6 trillion dollar National Debt 
is a good example.  Written numerically, 
the $12,600,000,000,000 amount with so 
many zeroes seems even more extraordinary.  
For our minds to even attempt to grasp the 
meaning of a figure so astronomically high, 
let’s compare it to America’s most recent 
population figure of 308,924,000.  To bring 
the debt “to life,” divide 308,924,000 into the 
debt amount of $12,600,000,000,000.  The 
result is every single person in America, man, 
woman, and child, would need to contribute 
$40,787.00 to pay the debt in full, and pay 
it quickly as the debt amount continues to 
spiral upward.   Since just the interest paid 
by our government on the National Debt 
in 2009 was a whopping 383 Billion or 
$383,000,000,000, it’s more than likely a 
quadrillion dollar debt, a number containing 
12 zeroes, is in America’s future.

The 66,000 square foot home of Bill 
Gates’ in Medina, Washington seems like a 
tiny number compared to our National Debt.  
Yet, the square footage is so out-of-the-norm, 
only by “bringing it to life” could we even 
imagine such a monster-sized, single-family 
dwelling which Bill Gates, a college drop-
out, and his family call home.

66,000 square feet, all on one level, 
would equal a length of 3,300 feet times a 
width of 2,000 feet.

66,000 square feet equals 13.2 contigu-
ous 50x100 foot lots.

66,000 square feet is 22,440 square 
feet larger than the 43,560 square feet in an 
acre of land.

66,000 square feet is 8,400 square feet 
bigger than the standard 57,600 square feet 
contained in a football field, including the 
end zones.

The 66,000 square feet in the home of 
America’s richest man is 11 times the 6,000 
square feet contained in the home of Warren 
Buffet, America’s 2nd richest man, who, by 
the way, was America’s richest man in 2009, 
while Bill Gates was in second place.

Property taxes on this 66,000 square 
foot structure are currently $1,063,000.00 
per year, or $88,583.33 per month.  Did you 
get that?  $88,583.33 each month!

After bringing the size of Bill Gates 
home “to life,” I can now comment with 
absolute certainty, “Wow!  That’s a BIG 
HOUSE!!”

(The largest single-family residence in 
the United States continues to be the Bilt-
more Estate in Asheville, North Carolina.  
Built during the years 1889-1895 by George 
Washington Vanderbilt II, grandson of the 
shipping and railroad magnate, Cornelius 
Vanderbilt, the cozy little “summer” home 
with its 250 bedrooms and 43 bathrooms 
contains 175,000 square feet…an area so 
large the building covers over 4 acres of 
land.)  

Trinity United Methodist Church will hold its annual Tea Party on May 16th from 1-3 p.m.  
Pictured having a great time at last years' party is (l-r) Anna Friberg, Ethel Babcock, Nancy 
Berry, Mary Ann Heitz, Gretchen Evigan, Carol Eveigan.  (Photo/info submitted)

Fishing Derby
The Sayreville Recreation Dept. is spon-

soring its Annual Fishing Derby on May 15th 
at Kennedy Park, Washington Rd., Parlin, 
rain or shine.  Registration is on site from 
8:30- 9 a.m. and Derby will begin promptly 
at 9 a.m.  The event is open to all Sayreville 
residents ages 3-14 years old.  For more info 
call 732-390-7092 /7096.

Holy Name Banquet
The Middlesex County Federation 

of Holy Name Societies will honor their 
Spiritual Directors at a banquet to be held 
on Thurs., May 20 at Sacred Heart Memo-
rial Hall, Washington Ave., South Amboy 
beginning at 7 p.m.  Tickets are $18 and 
can be purchased from parishes' Holy Name 
Presidents.  The banquet is open to all Holy 
Name members, their wives and guests.  For 
more info contact County Federation Presi-
dent, Jason Zjawiony at 732-991-0545.

5K Run May 15
The Sayreville Human Relations Com-

mission and the Sayreville Recreation Dept. 
invite residents to their 13th Annual 5K Fam-
ily Run/Walk on Sat., May 15 at Kennedy 
Park on Washington Rd., Parlin.  

Registration will take place on-site from 
10-11 a.m. (FREE).  The Run starts at 11 
a.m., and will also include awards, T-shirts, 
medals, prizes and surprises.  All are invited: 
runners, walkers, joggers, strollers.  For more 
info call 732-390-7092/7096.

Foodtown Saves 
The Day

By Tom Burkard
Foodtown employees are always 

keeping their eye out for their customers' 
well-being.

Recently, after several attempts of 
phoning a steady customer, and getting no 
response, the deliveryman proceeded to 
check on the person the next day.  He noticed 
a lot of newspapers and mail in the driveway, 
and thought something may have happened 
to the person.  Again, after no response, the 
Foodtown employee notified police that 
something may be wrong.  When police 
gained entry, they found the man, who was 
lying in bed for a few days and needed help.  
He was quickly rushed to the hospital.

This is just one of several incidents 
where Foodtown employees came to the aid 
of their customers in need.  Not only is the 
Foodtown delivery service for the customers' 
convenience, but they also really care about 
the well-being of others.

Congratulations to the outstanding 
Foodtown staff for looking out, and helping 
their fellow human beings!
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Events At Dowdell

Sayreville Library Events
In  B loom:  Marb le i ze  Pape r 

Flowers*Sayreville Public Library*Saturday, 
May 1, 2:00 PM- 4:00 PMMake a unique 
paper basket filled with paper flowers us-
ing the beautiful ancient art form if Ebru, 
better known as Paper Marblizing.  Simi-
lar to tie-dying, marblizing is easier and 
more exquisite.  Learn both thetechnique 
and the fascinating history of this ancient 
artThis workshop is limited to 20 people.  
Adult Sayreville Resident Only. Friday 
Matinee*Sayreville Public Library*Friday, 
May 14, 2:00 PM-4:00PMJoin us for our 
free Friday Matinee.   This month's movie 
is "The Hurt Locker", winner of numerous 
Academy Awards including Best Picture and 
Best Director.  No children, please. Let a 
Professional Polish Your Resume*Sayreville 
Public Library*Monday, May 17, 6:00 
PM-7:00 PMWe all know the job market 
is tough--give your best first impression 
to potential employers by making your 
resume shine.  Dr. Colleen Georges will 

spend one-on-one time with attendees, giv-
ing their resumes an honest critique with 
suggestions for improvement.You will 
register for a 6:00 or 7:00 arrival time.You 
must show a Sayreville library card to take 
part in this program.Blood Drive*Sayreville 
Public Library*Wednesday, May 19, 2:30 
PM-7:00 PMEvery two seconds someone 
needs blood.  Some people need regular 
transfusions to live.  Save a life today and 
donate blood.Financial Fitness*Sayreville 
Public Library*Sunday, May 23, 2:30 PM- 
3:30 PMDo you want to save money?  Tony 
Liu, a budget counselor, will show you how 
to budget money throughout the year in a 
simple and easy way.Budgeting is all about 
designing a specific plan to use your money 
wisely according to your needs and financial 
capability.  If you are in the millions who tend 
to overspend, or if you do not know where 
your money goes, you will find this budget-
ing method very helpful./This program is not 
about investments or making money/.

Come join us at the Dowdell Public 
Library of South Amboy (adjacent to High 
School) for these upcoming Youth Service 
events! Registration is required for all activi-
ties, please call or stop by to sign up.

Tot Time:  ages 2 and under:  Monday 
May 3, 10, 17, & 24 @ 11:30 am

Story & Craft:  3-5 year olds:  Wednes-
day May 5, 12, 19, & 26 @ 3:30 pm

Story & Craft:  5 year olds & up:  Friday 
May  7,  21 & 28 @ 3:30 pm

BOOK BINGO Friday May 14 @ 
3:30 pm

Teen Book Talk: New Members Wel-
come:  May 6, June 3 & July 15 @ 6:30 
pm  

Knitting Circle:  Teens and Adults:  
Tuesday May 4 & 18 @ 6:30 pm

Wii Games: Thursday May 13, & 27 
@ 6:30 pm

May 10 – 15 in honor of CHILDREN’S 
BOOK  WEEK, we‘re calling all children to 
vote for your favorite book @the Library! 

Thursday October 22 @ 6:00 pm Young 

Adult Vampire Mystery - $1 advance / $2 @ 
door.  Come in costume. Prizes!

Monday May 3  is TEEN  MOVIE 
MATINEE featuring AVATAR (PG-13)  @ 
3:30 pm!  

Monday May 10  is Kid’s NIGHT AT 
THE MOVIES featuring Toy Story  @ 
6:00 pm!  

Chance to Win 4 MEGA Movie The-
ater Tickets if you register for SUMMER 
Program by 6/15!

SAVE THE DATES: FREE PRO-
GRAMS!

Coming this Summer @ the Sadie Pope 
Dowdell Library

DOODLE DUDE:  ART FOR KIDS, 
Thursday, July 15 – 3:30 pm

““GRACE THE PIRATE”:  INTER-
ACTIVE THEATER, Thursday, August 12 
– 3:30 pm 

We can’t wait to see you soon at the Sadie 
Pope Dowdell Library in South Amboy! 

Contact us for more details at 
732.721.6060 or comments@dowdell.org
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Spider Daniels Band features Phil "The Dude" Anderson, Brian "Spider" Daniels, Richie 
Villava, Matt D'Espostio and Bobby Ceballo.  

Rumbles From The '98 Rock And Roll 
Reunion

Photo/Story By Clem Skarzynski
Hey there kiddies and rock 'n' rollers!  

Well first of all I'm hearing that "Those 
wedding bells are breaking up that old 
gang of ours."  More to follow, stay tuned.  
I've been having the pleasure to jam with a 
rockin' Blues band doin' the bar circuit lately.  
The Spider Daniels Band, a 5-piece Rock, 
Country, Blues to Funky Stuff band consist-
ing of Brian "Spider" Daniels on guitar and 
Vox, Rich Villava as "Front man" with the 
vocals and rhythm guitar, Bobby Ceballo, 
who is outstanding on the harp, flute, and sax, 
oh yeah, he also dabbles in the percussion 
stuff and is the band's sound man too!  Matt 
D'Esposito is on the bass and Vox, and last but 
hardly the least, Phil "The Dude" Anderson 
puttin' the "solid backbone" behind these 
guys with his standout drummin'!

"Spider," Matt and Bobby have been 
together since 1976, and Phil and Richie have 
been together since 1988, so there was no 
problem gettin' the groove going when they 
decided to get together.  Their inspirations 
are ZZ Top, Stones, Bad Co., The Allmans, 

with deep roots in the early Blues of Muddy 
Waters and Jr. Walker.

I, the writer caught up with these guys 
back in September, while doin' the bar circuit 
at Bello's Sports Bar here in town.  Just hap-
pened to walk in the club as both guitarists 
amps blew up, so I went back home to get a 
couple of amps to help the boys out.  Front 
man Richie asked if I would play guitar so 
he could concentrate on the vocals, and the 
rest, "As they say" is history.  Since that 
night, I've been the "Honorary member" of 
the band, usually joining them at Bello's.  In 
fact, on April 30th, I'll be "in the playpen" 
with them at Bello's, so stop by, say hi, relax 
and listen to some great music.

For more info on the band, go to www.
myspace.com/spiderdanielsband, or call 
Matt 732-861-2057 for their full 2010 
schedule and cool pics!

Comin' up…News and info on 2nd 
Annual "Sock Hop/Car Show" and more 
local bands, so stay in tune you rockers 
and be well. 

#1 Pop Hits On 
April 30
2000-Maria Maria-Santana
1993-Informer-Snow
1982-I Love Rock 'N Roll-Joan Jett & 
Blackhearts
1971-Joy To The World-Three Dog Night
1967-Somethin' Stupid-Nancy & Frank 
Sinatra

#1 Country Hits On 
April 30
1996-No News-Lonestar
1985-Girls Night Out-The Judds
1970-Is Anybody Goin' To San Antone-
Charley Pride
1961-Don't Worry-Marty Robbins

Music Trivia
Numbers

By Tom Burkard
1.__Three Dog Night a.Three Times A Lady
2.__Len Barry b.It Takes Two
3.__Marvin Gaye & Kim Weston c.One
4.__Marvelettes d.867-5309/Jenny
5.__Tommy Tutone e.Beechwood 4-5789
6.__The Beatles f.18 And Life
7.__The Presidents g.Eight Days A Week
8.__The Vogues h.5-10-15-20
9.__Skid Row i.First Cut Is The Deepest
10._Commodores j.1-2-3
11._Sheryl Crow k.1,2,3 Red Light
12._1910 Fruitgum Company l.Five O'Clock World

Answers
1c 2j 3b 4e 5d 6g 7h 8l 9f 10a 11i 12k.

Charity Dance May 
23

"Let The Good Times Roll" charity 
dance sponsored by Operation Jersey Cares, 
will be held on Sunday, May 23 from 2-7 p.m. 
at Centro Nightclub, Rt. 35, South Amboy.  
Donation is $20.  All proceeds go towards 
supporting our troops.

Operation Jersey Cares sends packages 
to our men and women to let them know 
America is behind their efforts, and is also 
dedicated to helping the wounded Marines 
and soldiers who have returned home to be 
with their families.  Collections and dona-
tions of much needed items are brought to 
the Veterans Hospital, Lyons, NJ, and to 
the Soldiers Home, Menlo Park, NJ. The 
organization also assists the families with 
the medical and financial needs that they 
may have.  Their motto is, "Never again 
shall one generation forget another."

For more info call Mel 732-718-6460.

One Hit Wonders
30 Years Ago

1980-Funkytown-Lipps, Inc.; Cars-
Gary Numan; Tired Of Toein' The Line-
Rocky Burnette; One In A Million-Larry 
Graham; Lookin' For Love-Johnny Lee; 
Whip It-Devo; Without Your Love-Roger 
Daltrey; Into The Night-Benny Mardones; 
Why Not Me-Fred Knoblock; Take A Little 
Rhythm-Ali Thomson; Pilot Of The Air-
waves-Charlie Dore; Romeo's Tune-Steve 
Forbert.

LeAnn Rimes performs “Blue” her first hit 
single from 1996 as an encore at her recent 
performance at Count Basie Theatre.  LeAnn 
put on a great show that showcased her 
incredible vocal range.  (Photo by Brian 
Stratton)
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School Sports
By Tom Burkard

(As of April 21)

Baseball
South Amboy (6-1) The Guvs, under 

second-year coach Joe Szaro, have been 
getting strong pitching from Craig Warzecha 
(3-0), and Dustin DeVoe, who is also a strong 
hitter. Relief pitcher Mario Batista looks 
fine, and so does the batting lineup, which 
features solid hitting from Joe Charmello, 
Kevin Riley, Christian Geant, Dylan Brown 
and John Guiliano. 

Sayreville (5-4) The Bombers' offense 
has been awesome, with some great hitting 
by Dan Seaman, Brian Truchan, Jake Werb, 
Mike Monaghan, Eric Goita, Blake Cuomo, 
Matt Monte, and talented frosh, Christian 
Campbell, who has also impressed on the 
pitching mound.

Cardinal McCarrick (2-4) Kevin Savoia 
has blasted 2 home runs to lead the offense, 
and Carlos Napoles, Juan Napoles, Elliott 
Medina also pack some wallop at the plate.  
Joe Lunger has looked like the Eagles top 
pitcher, and also carries a strong bat.

Softball
Cardinal McCarrick (4-3) Standout 

pitcher, Jamie Williams, who was the club's 
top catcher for 2 seasons is now hurling, and 
looks outstanding.  Jamie is also a fine hitter.  
She gets loads of offensive support from 
2010 Middlesex County batting champion, 
Jen Shereyka.  Also chipping in are Rebecca 
Beshada, Lexi Born, Rebecca Bowsky, and 
Sarah Balon.  

Sayreville (5-5) Strong-armed Kristen 
Fitzsimmons has won all of the Bombers 
games, and has received hitting support 
from Katie Dovidauskas, Krystal Pearson, 
Tina Lisa, and Sam Amato.  Fitzsimmons 
is also a fine hitter.

South Amboy (3-5) Devon Carney 
and Jamie Cannon each have a win, while 
standout batters include Carney, Victoria 
LaVigne, Jillian Buckalew, Mary O'Connor, 
Melissa McCleery, Catie Mota and  Carissa 
Buckalew.

 

Boys Tennis
Sayreville (5-0) An outstanding start for 

the Bombers, who have been getting superb 
play in Singles from Tanay Patel, Amar Karki, 
Matt Musyoka.  The Doubles teams of Ravi 
Trivedi-Pat Khaleel; Nick  Szamreta-Apoorv 
Kakar have also been close to flawless.

South Amboy-No information avail-
able.

Golf
Sayreville (2-3) Joe Beselinoff is the top 

golfer, and he is followed  by Eric Ryan.

Sayreville (2-0) Another talented squad 
coached by Jerry Carney,  the Bombers big 
winners have been Imani Rosario, Sarah 
Barnes,  Brandis Fennell, Danielle Hogan, 
Sam Thompson, Sandra Jadelka, Jamie 
Unkel, Katie Seaman, Kelly Fitzgibbons, 
Janice Frontera, Gabby Cussiere.

Cardinal McCarrick (0-1) No informa-
tion.

Guvs Down Eagles
Coach Joe Szaro's South Amboy Gov-

ernors stopped the Eagles of Cardinal Mc-
Carrick, 8-1 on Opening Day at Waterfront 
Park.  Winning pitcher, Craig Warzecha fired 
a 2-hitter and struck out 5.  Dustin DeVoe 
went 4-for-4 with 2 RBI.

McCarrick Tops SA
Cardinal McCarrick girls' softball club 

beat South Amboy, 9-2.  Winning pitcher Ja-
mie Williams fired a nifty 2-hitter and struck 
out 12.  Jen Shereyka blasted a single and 2 
doubles, driving in a run.  Melissa McCleery 
had an RBI single for the Lady Guvs.

Girls Track

Boys Track
Cardinal McCarrick (0-1) Taylor Clark 

has been outstanding, and gets help from 
John Appiah.

Former New York Yankee great, Allie Clark (c) of South Amboy gets ready to throw out the 
first ball on Opening Day at Waterfront Park at the Cardinal McCarrick vs. South Amboy 
baseball game.  Guvs' coach Joe Szaro (l) and Eagles coach Frank Notaro (r) proudly look 
on.  (Photo by Brian Stratton)

Allie Clark, South Amboy's first major league 
baseball player, throws out the first ball to 
open the local high school baseball season at 
Waterfront Park.  (Photo by Brian Stratton)

Starting A New Business In South Amboy or Sayreville? 
Join The Winning Team at The South Amboy-Sayreville Times

FREE ADVERTISING on our beautiful Website to ALL of 
Our Print Advertisers

For more info call Tom at 732-727-0398 or Brian 732-727-1906.
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The Local Sports Memory Machine
By Tom Burkard

T.H.E. 
Game

Glory Days in
Local Sports

From The Youth League Archives

1970-The talented South Amboy Little Fellas American League All-Star team consisted of 
top row (l-r) Mike Kelly, Manager Dennis Rufus, Mike Grimley, Jerry Kotula, Pat Douglas, 
Joe "Moose" McCarthy, Ricky Scarfi, Frank Richiusa, Coach Frank Grimley, Tom Billich.  
Bottom row (l-r) Greg Gasiewski, Jerry McAndrew, Ron Stillwagon, Curt Jankowski, George 
Bongiorno, Mike Vanni, Pat Eppinger.   Missing from photo was Coach Toby Tabasko. (Photo 
courtesy of Marty Ruszala)
*Don't forget to vote for your 10 Best Little Leaguers of each decade at: thesatimes.com.

1948-St. Mary's baseball nine 
ripped Rutgers Prep, 11-1 behind 
lefty Alfie O'Connor's 5-hitter.  

Jack McKeon, John and Eddie 
O'Brien belted 3 hits apiece.  
1957-Hoffman lost an Opening 

Day heartbreaker, 3-2 to Rumson, with 2 
outs in the seventh on an infield error.  Dave 
Inman, who fired a 4-hitter and struck out 5, 
suffered the tough defeat. 1969-Sayreville 
pounded Perth Amboy St. Mary's, 15-2 in 
baseball action.  Frank Olszewski was the 
winning pitcher.  Bob Casazza drilled a single 
and double, and knocked in 2 runs, Gary 
George laced 3 singles, and Bob Gaspar-
tich contributed 2 hits. 1975-The Hoffman 
softball team slaughtered Somerset Tech, 
21-12.  Sharon Pawlowski was the winning 
pitcher, and Colette Kowaleski blasted 2 
home runs.  1981-Sayreville nipped Cedar 
Ridge, 8-7 in diamond action.  Jim Stavola 
was the winning pitcher.  Mark McSpad-
den walked and scored the winning run on 
a throwing error.  1999-The Bombers' golf 
team belted Bishop Ahr, 220-243.  Rusty 
Thomsen finished 1st, Dave Kuczynski 2nd, 
and Pat Jensen 3rd.  2001-St. Mary's girls' 
softball club opened its season with a 12-2 
romp over Mother Seton.  Winning pitcher 
Jill Palomo fired a 2-hitter.

Sport-Baseball
Year-1954
Teams-Sayreville (1-0) vs. St. Mary's 
(0-1)
Recap-The Bombers jumped out to a 1-0 lead 
in the first inning, and added 4 more in the 
second, which was highlighted by 2 walks, 
and singles by Ed Chmielski, Al Delikat, 
and Jack Callahan.  Sayreville went on to an 
8-5 win over the Eagles.  John Marcinczyk 
made his first varsity start a memorable one, 
by notching the victory, and allowing only 
5 hits.  Don Fritz, came in, and held the win 
for Marcinczyk.
MVP-John Marcinczyk

Hall of Famer-Tom Scully, 97, of South 
Amboy died on April 10th. Before retiring, 
he owned and operated Scully's Amoco 
in Keyport for 35 years.  He was a 1934 
graduate of St. Mary's High School, where 
he was an All-State baseball and football 
player.  In 2000, he was inducted into the 
school's athletic Hall-of-Fame.  He and his 
wife Muriel celebrated their 75th Anniversary 
last year.  Tom was a wonderful person, 
respected by all, and was kind to everyone.  
He will be greatly missed.  God Bless, Mr. 
Tom Scully!

30 Years Ago
Wahler Ties Record
1980-Hoffman's Frank Wahler blasted 

in 5 goals to lead the Guvs to a 7-0 soccer 
victory over East Brunswick Tech.  Wahler's 
big-game tied the school record, which was 
held by his big brother, Mark Wahler, who 
set the mark in '78.

Diamond Dust
40 Years Ago
1970
South Amboy Little Fellas League

Protection 7 Rotary 0-Ray Akerman 
pitched a 2-hitter and struck out 8.  Gene 
Clark got both hits for Rotaray.

Protection 6 First Aid 0-Fred Beaudry 
fired a brilliant no-hitter and fanned 12, while 
Ed Dooling drilled 2 hits for the winners.

South Amboy Babe Ruth League
Mechanicsville Fire Co.15 Komars 9-

Bob Stillwagon ripped 4 hits, Larry Parsons 
and Leroy Kurtz 3 each in support of winning 
pitcher Glen Gerding.

South Amboy Trust Co. 12 Komars 
8-Bill D'Amico blasted a double, triple and 
home run to drive in 5 runs.
Morgan AA Midget League

Morgan Lions Club 11 Bonieski Agency 
9-Mike Creange was the winning pitcher, 
while teammate Gary Conlon hit a home 
run.  Cliff Wiley unloaded a grand slam 
HR for Bonieski, and Dan Mihok belted a 
round tripper.

Harrison Realty 6 Sayreville Esso 1-
Barry Marcinczyk was the winning hurler.

South Amboy Men's Slow Pitch 
League

Enterprise 10 Fritz's Tavern 9-Walt Ko-
zak notched his second win of the season, and 
got some offensive punch from Jim Nemeth 
who ripped 4 hits.

English Chevron 8 J & B Trucking 
5-Winning pitcher Donnie Potts won his 
second game of the year with some help 
from Gary Kosovich.

2 No-Hitters
In 4 Days

1970-Daylight Bakery's talented 
pitcher, Jerry Kotula fired two no-hitters in 
just four days!  On June 16th, he pitched 
Daylight to a 10-0 win over Lions, as Pat 
Douglas drilled 2 singles and a triple.  On 
June 20th Kotula throttled K of C, 14-2, 
while striking out 15.  Douglas once again 
contributed 3 hits for the Bakers.

Shorosky Dies At 
73

Bob Shorosky, 73, who was selected by 
The SA Times as one of Sayreville's greatest 
athletes of the century, died on April 10th.  
Shorosky, who graduated in the Sayreville 
HS Class of 1954, excelled in baseball, 
basketball and football.  He will be sadly 
missed.

Vote For Best Little 
Leaguers

If you haven't voted yet for the best 
South Amboy Little Leaguers of All-Time, 
don't forget to do so.  

The South Amboy Youth Athletic As-
sociation (SAYAA) along with The South 
Amboy-Sayreville Times is conducting a 
poll to determine the best South Amboy 
Little League baseball players of All-Time 
by decades from the 1950's through 2009.  

Pick whom you consider to be the 10 
best players for a particular decade (s).  It 
is not by position, just pick the 10 BEST 
OVERALL for each decade.

Winners will be honored at the Cal 
Ripken State Baseball championship game, 
which will be played at the Allie Clark Youth 
Baseball Complex in South Amboy on June 
24th.  Please send your votes online to: sa-
times@aol.com, and remember only 1 vote 
per e-mail address. 

Votes have been coming in via e-mail, 
and there are plenty of surprises.  There have 
been literally hundreds of outstanding young 
ballplayers who could easily be selected as 
the best, so your votes are very important.  
Vote today!

In early March, Bob (Olin) 
Olenczak (r), formerly of South 
Amboy visited his brother Stan 
"Peanuts" Olenczak (l) in Palm 
City, Florida.  Bob holds a copy 
of their favorite newspaper, 
The SA Times at a Marlins 
Spring Training game at Roger 
Dean Stadium.  (Photo/info 
submitted)
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Good Friday Miracle
continued from page 1

Feauture/Photo Exclusive By Tom Burkard

it turned out the Poulsons home suffered 
extensive external damage.

Andrew Rios and Elena DeJesus are 
the owners of the home that was leveled.   
They also live in the house to the immediate 
left of the destroyed structure. Their home 
also received heavy damage. Andrew was 
at work at the time, and Elena was having 
lunch 20 minutes away, when she was noti-
fied by her security alarm service.  Rios said 
that he believed the countertop in the home 
saved the couple.

Another neighbor, Frank Kennedy, 
who lives two doors from the explosion 
site said that, "It was the closest I was to an 
explosion since Viet Nam in '65."  He came 
home around 2 p.m. and was sitting in the 
dining room with his wife Kathy, when he 
heard the loud boom, and the curtains blew 
off his window. He said he looked out his 
side window, and "Saw a girl standing by 
the stove and a guy was there too.  The 
guy by the stove had no shirt on and was 
in a daze."   Frank and Kathy ran outside 
and both frantically called 911 on their cell 
phones.  The Kennedy home also suffered 
significant damages both externally and 
internally.  Frank said that, "Pictures came 
off the walls, mirrors came down, cracked 
windows, window supports, sheet rock, 
the gutters, broken cellar windows, and the 
foundation was cracked."

A woman was visiting her father a block 
away on South Feltus Street and said that, 
"I thought the roof collapsed.  The whole 
house shook."

Richard Pezzano, 49, was initially in 
critical condition, and Marie Scott, 33, was 
critical but stable.  Both had burns over 80% 
of their bodies.  They had rented the home 
from Rios and DeJesus.  "It's strange that 
the gentleman wasn't here for 2 months, 
then stayed the night before this happened," 
said Rios.

The catastrophe was covered extensive-
ly on TV by all the major New York channels, 
and news of the explosion traveled all across 
the country on other TV stations.  A news 
conference was held in the middle of South 
Feltus St. near Portia St.  South Amboy's 
Acting Police Chief Darren LaVigne, Fire 
Chief Larry Martin, Fire Investigator Kevin 
Krushinski, and PSE &G officials were in-
terviewed by members of the press.

PSE&G received a complaint about a 
natural gas smell in the neighborhood an 
hour before the blast, but said investigators 
from their company could not find any gas 

Good Friday Explosion On South Feltus Street, South Amboy-April 2, 2010
Photo Exclusive By Tom Burkard

Hero-UPS driver, Robin Dennis of Edison, 
was one of several heroes who were at 
the scene almost immediately following 
the blast.

leaks.  A faulty appliance could have let gas 
build up inside the home.

The day after the explosion, thousands 
of people drove by, and in some cases walked 
past the scene of the explosion, and were in 
disbelief that anyone could have survived the 
powerful blast that left only rubble.

Ironically, the last South Amboy explo-
sion that made worldwide news, occurred in 
May 1950, almost 60 years ago.  The South 
Amboy Explosion of 1950 caused so much 
destruction to the town and killed many 
people, that a story was done in the popular 
"Life" magazine about it.

Gorczyca, a modest man who shies away 
from the spotlight, was truly a hero.  "I would 
do it for anybody.  It was just a reaction.  I'm 
glad they're both alive," he said.

Dennis, also a hero said that, "I feel like 
I did what anyone else would have done 
when she was calling for help."

Firefighters, police, first aid personnel 
and other emergency workers, also made 
the City of South Amboy proud, by their 
quick and highly-professional response to 
this dangerous situation.

As of April 21st, no official cause has 
been determined, but authorities believe 
that a gas leak from an appliance caused 
the explosion.

Residents were very fortunate that a 
fire didn't start, but the true "Good Friday 
Miracle On South Feltus Street" was that two 
people defied all odds, and lived through this 
unbelievable ordeal.

This is the view of the explosion's wrath facing South Feltus St.

A different angle of the leveled one-floor rented home.

Here is another picture of the ruins from the blast.

Lucky Ladies-Nicole Poulson (l) and Elena DeJesus (r) lived in homes on each side of the 
explosion site.  Fortunately, neither was home at the time of the blast.

Major New York TV News Networks crews were on the scene at the Good Friday 
explosion.

Elena DeJesus (l) and Andrew Rios (r) owners of the rental home that was destroyed by 
the explosion, stand in front of the rubble.
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WWW.?

See if you can guess what this photo is.  It's pretty easy, and located in South Amboy or 
Sayreville.  Send your answers in to: satimes@aol.com.  Good luck!

Winners!
Last month's photo by Bill Garnett 

turned out to be easier than expected, espe-
cially for our loyal Sayreville readers.  The 
picture was of the current Wilson School, 
which was Sayreville High School prior to 
the opening of Sayreville War Memorial 
High School.  Incorrect answers included 
OLV and St. Stan's schools in Sayreville.  

Winners include: W. Tom Kross, Gary Colfer, 
Paul Bulla, Lori A. Sladic-Olsen, Stanley 
Drwal, Bob Carew, Tony & Peggy Mocarski, 
Ben Sadowski, Gary Poland, Fred Whiteley, 
Debbie Konopka, Michael Greenhaus, Greg 
Kuczynski, Agnes Leslie, Pam Keny, the trio 
of Roxanne Keegan, Kevin Kania and Dawn 
Roberts, Ryan Nicola, Ed Puchalski.

Old South Amboy Bottles
By Tom Burkard

The photos and story about South 
Amboy's Adam Marczak in last month's 
SA Times, drew the attention of two locals, 
Gary Kuhn and W.T. Kross.  

Kuhn gave Marczak a copy of a South 
Amboy business review from the early 
1900's, describing "M.J. Gushue Wines and 
Liquors and Carbonated Beverages."

According to the report, "Mr. Michael 
J. Gushue does an extensive business as a 
bottler of lager beer, and is also a manufac-
turer of all kinds of carbonated beverages.  
His place of business is prominently located 
on David St. near the business center of the 
borough."  (This had to be pre-1908, when 
South Amboy became a City).

The description continues; "He bottles 
Rising Sun beer, and in mineral waters does 
a nice trade, supplying a large portion of the 

town as well as the surrounding country.  
In his retail store, which is known as the 
"Second Ward House," the sample room 
is always well-stocked with all the leading 
brands of choice wines and liquors, lager ale 
and porter on draught, and a variety of both 
imported and domestic cigars.  Commodious 
sheds and stables are also connected with 
this place and transient and boarding horses 
are given the best of care at the hands of 
experienced men.  In the manufacture of all 
kinds of carbonated beverages, he does an 
extensive business and his goods are so well 
known for their purity and wholesomeness, 
that his sales are most gratifying and cover 
a large territory."

Kross presented Marczak with another 
Gushue bottle he found during a demolition 
of a home on Broadway in South Amboy.

Fireman's Photo
In last month's Long, Long Ago photo 

of well-known South Amboy gentlemen, 
Adam Marczak and Billy Parsons told us 
that the unidentified man was none other 
than the late Jeremiah Connors, who was 
South Amboy's Fire Chief from Protection 
Engine Co. #1 in 1935.  Parsons believes 
that the photo was taken at a "South Amboy 
Fire Dept. function."

Former South Amboy resident Jackie 
Brzezniak, now residing in North Carolina 
said that "The man on the left is John Keays, 
not Austin Stolte.  The unidentified man is 
my uncle Jerry (Jeremiah) Connors, former 
Proetection Chief, and South Amboy Fire 
Chief in 1935."

South Amboy Elementary School Honor 
Roll List

1st & 2nd Marking Periods. 4th 
Grade Ms. Lewis 1st Marking Period  
James Gatta,Kasper Gurdak,Courtney 
McMahon,MacKenzie Murphy,Lissette 
Ruiz, Christine Zapata,Honor Roll of Dis-
tinction Hannah Bacsoka, Lauren Breigle. 
Ms. Lewis 2nd Marking Period  James Gatta, 
Kasper Gurdak, Courtney McMahon, MacK-
enzie Murphy, Lissette Ruiz, Evan Scully, 
Christine Zapata. Honor Roll of Distinction 
Hannah Bacsoka, Lauren Breigle. Mrs. Falvo  
1st Marking Period Kayla Anderson, Collin 
Drill, Sean Flynn, Brittany Huneke, Jordyn 
Kaprowski, Jillian Roberts, Michael Sauls, 
Steven Vincent. Honor Roll of Distinction 
Katlyn Luisi, Veronica Yang. Mrs. Falvo  2nd 
Marking Period Collin Drill, Sean Flynn, 
Jordyn Kaprowski, Katlyn Luisi, Jillian 
Roberts, Steven Vincent, Veronica Yang

Honor Roll of Distinction Brittany 
Huneke. Mrs. deSouza 1st Marking Period 
Mark Byrnes,Benjamin Henry, Emily Mon-
derine. Honor Roll of Distinction Rachel 
Killmer, Kang Ni Chen. Mrs. deSouza 2nd 
Marking Period Elizabeth Hogan, Em-
ily Monderine, Andrea Shi. Honor Roll of 
Distinction  Mark Byrnes, Kang Ni Chen, 
Benjamin Henry, Kaleigh Keegan, Rachel 
Killmer. Mrs. Reddington 1st Marking 
Period Aimee Carey, Jacob Chavarria, 
Alexus McGee, Michalina Modzelewska. 
Honor Roll of Distinction Saad Farooq, 
Grace Gonzalez, Meaghan McCarthy. Mrs. 
Reddington 2nd Marking Period Aimee 
Carey, Jacob Chavarria, Meaghan McCarthy, 
Alexus McGee, Michalina Modzelewska. 
Honor Roll of Distinction  Saad Farooq, 
Grace Gonzalez. Mrs. Flynn 1st Marking 
Period Juan Diego Alvarez, Brandon Roman, 
Joseph Smith, Anthony Wyluda. Mrs. Flynn 
2nd Marking Period Juan Diego Alvarez, 
Brandon Roman, Joseph Smith. 5th Grade 
Mrs. Trzeciak 1st Marking Period Macken-
zey Buczek, Samantha Carey,

Jacqueline DeLeo, Melissa Hoehman, 
Hubert Maslowski, Louis Mastro, Ryan 
O’Leary, Shane Switzer, Mary Whitely. 

Honor Roll of Distinction Conrad 
Grygoriew, Andrew Kenny. Mrs. Trzeciak 
2nd Marking Period Mackenzey Buc-
zek, Samantha Carey, Jacqueline DeLeo, 
Melissa Hoehman, Louis Mastro, Ryan 
O’Leary, Briana Seabrook. Honor Roll of 
Distinction Conrad Grygoriew, Andrew 
Kenny. Ms. Mollis 1st Marking Period 
Gia Boyce, Vincent Burns, Devin Malko, 

Shannon Tran, Joseph Wells. Honor Roll 
of Distinction Christian Conrad. Ms. Mollis 
2nd Marking Period Christian Conrad. Mr. 
Krzyzanowski 1st Marking Period  Skylar 
Honimar, Branden Hyer, Daniella Soto-Safi, 
Phillip Wojtowicz. Honor Roll of Distinc-
tion Ismail Can,Tyler DeWorth, Samira 
Robinson, Sara Zammit. Mr. Krzyzanowski 
2nd Marking Period Tyler DeWorth, Skylar 
Honimar, Daniella Soto-Safi, Phillip Woj-
towicz. Honor Roll of Distinction Ismail 
Can, Samira Robinson, Sara Zammit. Mrs. 
Williams 1st Marking Period John Paul Bel-
lanich, Sean Kudelka, Erik Kuhn, Ladymarie 
Medina, Syed Naqvi, Talia Ramos, Nazaf 
Showkat, Matthew Smith, John-Edward 
Szpara, Patrick Walsh.  Mrs. Williams 2nd 
Marking Period Chyna Anniello, John Paul 
Bellanich, Sean Kudelka, Syed Naqvi, 
Joseph Przybylski, John-Edward Szpara, 
Patrick Walsh. Honor Roll of Distinction 
Nazaf Showkat. 6th Grade Mrs. Davidson 
1st Marking Period Marena Carter, Tyler 
Faas, Christopher Gavron, Skylar Peterson, 
Nicholas Reagan, Laura Higuita, Christo-
pher McCabe. Mrs. Davidson 2nd Marking 
Period Marena Carter, Allyssa Cox, Tyler 
Faas, Christopher Gavron, Skylar Peterson, 
Nicholas Reagan. Mrs. Harlan 1st Marking 
Period Omar Escareno, Edna Danseglio, 
Thereze Javelosa, Matthew Koy, Hayley 
Schnyderite, Savannah Seabrook, Zachary 
Hassel, Dean Pagliaroli, Peter Zuppa.  Honor 
Roll of Distinction Randy Breigle, Brianna 
Kaminsky, Alyssa Makar. Mrs. Harlan 2nd 
Marking Period Edna Danseglio, Thereze 
Javelosa, Matthew Koy, Gabriella Salerno, 
Hayley Schnyderite, Savannah Seabrook, 
Christopher Karas. Honor Roll of Distinc-
tion Randy Breigle, Zachary Hassel, Brianna 
Kaminsky. Alyssa Makar

Mrs. McCormack 1st Marking Pe-
riod  Shjon Stonehill, Andrew Gnizdowski, 
Meghan Metcalf, Mateusz Mroczkowski, 
Jayson Olivares, Victoria Pecoraino. Honor 
Roll of Distinction Lawrenze Amameda, 
Jariel Caraballo, Brendan O’Keefe, Klau-
dia Radon. Mrs. McCormack 2nd Marking 
Period Jariel Caraballo, Connor Drevelus, 
Andrew Gnizdowski, Meghan Metcalf, 
Jayson Olivares, Jonathan Pawlik, Victoria 
Pecoraino, Lucas Scarpellino, Honor Roll 
of Distinction Lawrenze Amameda, Shjon 
Stonehill, Mateusz Mroczkowski, Brendan 
O’Keefe, Klaudia Radon.

Governor Hoffman's Letter To Board Of 
Education
75 Years Ago

New Jersey Governor, and South Am-
boy native, Harold G. Hoffman wrote the 
following letter dated March 30, 1935, to 
Oscar O. Barr, Acting Secretary Board of 
Education, thanking the South Amboy Board 
of Education for naming South Amboy High 
School after him.

Dear Oscar,
I have your letter of March 28th offi-

cially notifying me of the action of the Board 
of Education in changing the name of the 
South Amboy High School to the Harold G. 
Hoffman High School of South Amboy.  

I suppose my modesty should cause me 
to object to this action, but frankly, I must 
confess, that I am very much pleased.  I cher-
ish many fond memories of the South Amboy 
High School, and of course, I am very proud 
to know that the Board unanimously adopted 
the suggestion that it be named for me.

Will you please convey my sincere ap-
preciation to the members of the Board.

Very Truly Yours,
Harold G. Hoffman

The Miraculous Prayer
Dear Heart of Jesus, in the past I have asked for 

many favors.  This time I ask you this my special one 
(mention favor).  Take it, Dear Jesus, and place it within 
your own broken heart, where your Father sees it.  Then, 
in His merciful eyes, it will become your favor, not mine.  
Amen.  (Say this prayer for 3 days, promise publication and 
your favor will be granted.  Never known to fail.)  -EP
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Officer E.J. "Slick" Orzulski
Photo By Tom Burkard

Interview
Officer E.J. "Slick" Orzulski, Retired

One Of South Amboy's Finest
By Frank Hunt

Q: When did you join the police 
force?

A: In 1950 and retired in 1982.  31 
years of service.

Q: What chiefs of police did you serve 
under?

A: Chiefs Dave Quinlan, John Gleason, 
and Ed O'Leary.

Q: You had a high regard for Chief 
Quinlan?

A: Yes, he "taught me the ropes" as a 
police officer and I like the fact that he "gave 
a break" to many young law offenders, so 
they would not have police records.

Q: Who were the mayors during your 
service?

A: John Leonard, Thorvald Olsen, Joe 
Charmello, Bill O'Leary, Richie Schultz, 
and Tommy Cross.

Q: What kind of police equipment did 
you use over the years?

A: Our patrol cars were all Chevrolets 
and Fords.  Stick shifts at first, then auto-
matics later.  Service was performed at local 
garages on a scheduled rotation.  We had a 
2-way radio hook-up between the Desk Ser-
geant and patrol car.  We were armed with .38 
caliber Smith & Wesson revolvers and then 
later on with 9 mm. automatic pistols.

Q: Did you actually deliver a baby 
while on duty?

A: Yes, I did.  It was an emergency and 
I had to do it.

Q: How did you know how to do 
this?

A: I had attended the NJ State Police 
Academy at West Trenton for 7 weeks in 
1955 on temporary duty.  They gave us 
instructions on how to perform emergency 
birth procedures.  I used them, and everything 
turned out okay.

Q: What guidance do you have for young 
police officers?

A: Do your duty to the utmost, but treat 
all with fairness and courtesy.

Q: What early family memories do 
you have?

A: My mother and father came from 
Poland separately, to find a better life.  They 
met and married, and found a better life in 
the U.S.A., the best country in the world!  We 
were a poor but happy family.  There were 7 
children.  My brothers George, Henry, Joseph 
and my sister Jean have passed away, but my 
sisters Ceil and Martha live on.

Q: You are now a widower.  How would 
describe your married life?

A: I married Terry Niziolek in 1950.  
We had a long and happy life together.  My 
Terry passed away in July 2008.  I will 
always remember her with deep affection 
and love.

Q: Are you a religious person?
A: Yes!  I am a devout Catholic and 

attend Mass every day.
Q: How is your health?
A: I am 83 years old, I take no medica-

tions, and I feel fine.

Q: What hobbies do you have?
A: I like vegetable gardening and keep-

ing my home in good repair.  Also, I am a 
very good cook, maybe even a gourmet cook!  
I have always done the cooking at home.  I 
know how to shop for, and prepare many 
types of meals.  So, I eat good, fresh food.  
That's very important for your health.

Q: Did you serve in the military?
A: Yes, I was drafted into the US Army 

in late 1944.  I was 18 years old.  I took 
Combat Infantry training at Camp Blanding, 
Florida.  Our commander told us we were 
training to invade Japan and the Japanese 
would fight to the death!  In fact, our outfit 
was on the high seas heading into Japan 
when President Harry Truman ordered the 
US Air Corps to drop the atom bombs, and 
the Japanese surrendered.  That was great!  
However, we did land in Japan with loaded 
rifles and occupied the country.  Peacefully, 
thank God!

Q: Do you think we should have the 
military draft now?

A: Yes, both young men and women 
should serve their country for 2 years in war 
and peace.  In reward for their service, the 
government should give them free college or 
technical training.  The USA would benefit 
from this program both in greater military 
strength and a well-educated country.

Q: Who is your American hero?
A: President Ronald Reagan!  He de-

feated the Evil Empire and gave the USA 
new confidence in itself.  Some guy!

Q: What life rules do you have for 
young people?

A: Work hard, save your money, be a 
good citizen, and don't get in trouble, it will 
follow you all your life, and always put your 
faith in God!

Q: What do you think of the current 
situation the USA is in?

A: There are many things going on in 
the country that I don't like.  For instance, 
many of the recent decisions of the Supreme 
Court are not true to the Constitution.  Also, 
the people should be more independent in 
their voting.  Party politics got the country 
in the fix that we are in and I hope the good 
Lord can get us out of it.  10-4!

Sayreville Library 
Events
Sayreville Announces their Spring 
Storytime and Programming Schedule:

Sing Along with Pat McKinley – Chil-
dren of all ages are invited to join Pat for 
30 minutes of lively music and song.  Meets 
Tuesdays @ 12:45.

Creative Kids! – Join us each week for 
a fun and easy craft.  For children ages 3 & 
up accompanied by a parent or caregiver.  
Meets Tuesdays @ 6 p.m.

Terrific 2’s & 3’s! – Join us for 30 min-
utes of stories, songs and a coloring page. 
For children ages 2 & 3 accompanied by a 
parent or caregiver. Meets Wednesdays 

@ 11 a. m. 
Yummy Stories! – NEW! Children ages 

3 thru 7, accompanied by a parent, are invited 
to join us for stories and a make your own 
no-cook snack! Wednesdays @ 6 p.m.

Fun for 4’s & 5’s! – Join us for 30 
minutes of stories, songs and a quick craft. 
Meets Thursdays @ 1 p.m.

Toddler Time! – Children ages 6 – 24 
months, accompanied by a parent are invited 
to join us for stories, songs and fingerplays. 
Meets Fridays @ 11 a.m.

Kwik Krafts! – Children ages 5 & up 
are invited to join us for a simple make and 
take craft. No registration is required. Meets 
Saturdays @ 11 a.m.

Great Reptiles! – Join us for an amazing 
array of reptiles! Children’s ages 3 and up.

Thursday, April 22 @ 6 p.m.
For more information about our sched-

ule, contact Leah at (732)727-0212 ext. 5 or 
visit our online calendar at www.sayrevil-
lelibrary.org

A Loser In Search
Of A Win
By Al Gomolka Jr.

Times Poet Laureate c.1976
When one loses and loses big
It's hard to think to try again
But try again one must and hard
If ever one wanted it as a win
It doesn't matter what prize, what glory
Or how down and how sore 
Or how tough it had been
For in the end the victory is sweet
And the one who once lost
Now triumphs the win
And if more than twice, 
More than thrice and even more
One continues to try each time one begins
Defeat can't outlast the trying of heart
For the lose who tries
Is a winner who wins.

Sayreville 
Businesses

1975-The Playpen Lounge; Eunice's Bar 
& Grill; Check's Tavern; Angelo's Tavern; 
Lee's Shack; Spezzi's Bar & Restaurant; 
Buddie's Tavern & Hall; D'Scene; Oak Tree 
Village Inn; Malibu Inn; Water Tower Bar; 
Sayre Wood Inn; Covered Wagon; Howard 
Johnson's; Kaiser's Bar & Grill; Baker's Pub; 
Bill's Tap Room; Norman's Tavern; Burdak's 
Tavern; Clark's Tavern; The Nickolodeon; 
Dusko's Tavern; Bennie's Tavern; Happy's 
Pub; Dew Drop Inn; Tumble Inn; Double-R-
Bar; Lou's Tavern; Bootsie's Tavern; Benny's 
Tavern; Jernee Mill Inn; Sayreville Bar.

'75 Flashbacks
In 1975, South Amboy's City Law 

Director was John Vail.  Richard Schultz 
was the Democratic Party Chairman.  Bruce 
Richmond was the South Amboy Board of 
Education President.  Walter Kozak was 
South Amboy's Fire Chief.  South Amboy Po-
lice Reserve Captain Raymond Parrish was 
elected to a 2-year term as State President by 
the American Federation of Police.  Stanley 
Jankowski was South Amboy City Council 
President.  Sayreville's Alan Karcher was a 
state Assemblyman.  Bruce Buckiewicz of 
Sayreville graduated from the U.S. Naval 
Academy.  John Czernikowski was Mayor 
of Sayreville.  Oak View Nursing Home 
was located on Ernston Road in the Morgan 
section of Sayreville.  South Amboy held a 
huge 85th Anniversary Fireman's Parade 
Celebration.  Michael Nagle was Grand 
Marshal.  Colonial Lunch & Ice Cream 
Parlor opened at 124 North Broadway, South 
Amboy.  Alice Kupper was President of the 
South Amboy Historical Society.  Colonel's 
Garter was a popular nightclub on Rt. 35 
North in South Amboy.  Edward McLane 
was South Amboy's first City Administra-
tor.  Fred Kurtz was South Amboy's City 
Engineer.
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Obituaries
Ambrosio, Dr. Severino J., 83, of Parlin 

died on March 26.
Anderson, Mae D., 82, of Sayreville 

died on April 2.
Andrusezko, Jule Detmer, 90, of Sayre-

ville died on April 3.
Bodtman, Michael J., 44, of Sayreville 

died on April 17.
Casino, Paul C., 82, of Sayreville died 

on April 8.
Curtis, John "Jack," 66, formerly of 

Parlin died on March 31.
Daly, Carol L., 72, of South Amboy 

died on April 18.
Diffin, Linda A., 66, of Sayreville died 

on April 1.
Dooling, Patricia A. Timmins, 81, of 

Morgan died on April 14.
Dowling, Ruth Pearson, 87, of Parlin 

died on March 24.
Filik, Eleanore M. Minnick, 86, of 

Melrose died on April 7.
Fleming, Robert J. Sr., 82, of Parlin 

died on April 3.
Gergits, Sally T., 65, of South Amboy 

died on April 16.
Gwizdak, Anna R., 93, of Sayreville 

died on March 26.
Hagelgans, Mary O., 80, of South Am-

boy died on April 7.
Hewitt, Edwin S. Jr., 49, of Sayreville 

died on April 7.
Horan, Iola C., 97, formerly of South 

Amboy died on Feb. 24.
Kleinschmidt, Joseph A., 71, of Parlin 

died on April 17.
Kodada, Edward, 90, of Morgan died 

on April 3.
Krainski, Florence L., 77, of Sayreville 

died on March 26.
Kriskowski, Agnes, 92, of Sayreville 

died on March 25.
Larsen, Harry, 85, of Morgan died on 

April 3.
Longstreet, Cleo P., 93, of Morgan died 

on April 19.
Maliszewski, Raymond J., 84, formerly 

of Parlin died on April 4.
Markase, Marie, 84, of Parlin died 

recently.
Masterson, Jean M. Spice, 95, of Morgan 

died on March 27.
Monell, Franklin "Frank," 67, of Parlin 

died on March 25.
Moore, Anna, 97, of Sayreville died 

on March 18.
Mundy, Patricia Wirth, 59, of South 

Amboy died on March 26.
Oppenheim, Victor, 95, of Old Bridge 

died on March 28.
O'Toole, John D. "Jack," 78, of South 

Amboy died on April 4.
Palevo, Patricia, 48, of Sayreville died 

on March 21.
Pazdur, Dariusz, 41, of Parlin died on 

March 30.
Plesher, Helen M., 94, of Sayreville 

died on March 29.
Rektenwald, Catherine A. Nebus, for-

merly of South Amboy died on Mar. 29.
Rozanski, Alfred S., 57, of Parlin died 

on March 23.
Scully, Thomas J., 97, of South Amboy 

died on April 10.
Shedlock, Andrew J. Jr., 80, of Parlin 

died on March 30.
Shorosky, Robert M. Sr., 73, formerly 

of Sayreville died on April 10.
Skarzynski, Cecilia, 98, formerly of 

South Amboy died on April 17.
Stella, Leo, 85, of Parlin died on March 

23.
Strugala, Joseph, 90, of Sayreville died 

on March 19.
Strugala, Valeria Ciecko, 96, of Sayre-

ville died on March 17.
Van Fossen, Russell, 81, of Parlin died 

on April 4.
White, Thomas, of South Amboy died 

on March 30.
Witkowski, Cecile A., of South Amboy 

died on April 20.
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1000 Point Scorers-Four St. Stan’s 8th Grade basketball players recently reached the 
elusive 1000 point milestone.  The talented players, (l-r) Jackie Rodriguez, Zach Doring, 
Chris Latchney, and Brandon Bielak received 1000 point ball awards at the St. Stanislaus 
Kostka Awards Banquet.  Zach and Brandon will take their talents to St. Joe’s HS, while 
Jackie will attend Cardinal McCarrick HS, and Chris will continue at Saryeville War Memorial 
HS.  Congratulations and best of luck! (Photo/info submitted by Dawn Zollinger-Doring).

Winter Sports Review
By Tom Burkard

Applegate Makes 
All-County

Sayreville's bowling sensation, Eric 
Applegate was a 1st Team All-Area boys' 
bowling selection by Home News Tribune, 
and also the All-GMC team selected by GMC 
Coaches.  The talented bowler averaged 
219.51 with a high game of 280, and high 
series of 758.  Applegate, a junior helped 
lead the Blue & Gray to its record-setting 
third straight NJSIAA Group III title, and 
also the GMC White Division title with a 
perfect 12-0 record.   Way to go, Eric!  

McKenna Gains 
Swimming Honors

Sayreville's Maureen McKenna, was 
a 1st Team All-Area swimming selection 
by Home News Tribune, gaining laurels 
in two categories, the 50 Free, and 100 
Backstroke.

This year, she captured her third straight 
GMC 100 Backstroke title in 1:00.60.  She 
became the fastest swimmer in the GMC 
after winning the 50 Free in 25.43.

 Maureen also became the first Sayre-
ville girl swimmer to win 2 events at the 
GMC since 1982, when Rita Broniak ac-
complished the feat.

 McKenna, just a junior has been a 1st 
Team choice for 3 consecutive years, and is 
undoubtedly one of the Bombers' greatest 
girl swimmers in history.  Congratulations, 
Maureen!  

Ust A Perfect 96-0!
Cardinal McCarrick girls basketball 

coach, Lynn Ust, is a perfect 96-0 in divi-
sional games over her six years at the helm, 
and an unbelievable 136-20 overall.  Lynn has 
done an amazing job, and is easily without a 
doubt, one of the best high school coaches in 
the state.  Congratulations, Coach Ust!

Baginsky All-GMC 
Choice

Cardinal McCarrick's standout bowler, 
Nicole Baginsky was chosen to the All-GMC 
team, which was picked by GMC Coaches.  
Baginsky helped lead the Lady Eagles to the 
Blue Division title, and also the CJ Group I 
state championship.  Great going, Nicole!

Sofilkanich To 
Coach Neptune

After guiding the Asbury Park High 
School football team to an unprecedented 
three consecutive CJ Group I championships, 
South Amboy's Don Sofilkanich will take 
his immense coaching talents to Neptune 
High School this year.  Best of luck, Don 
on keeping your streak alive!

2009-2010
County Leaders
Girls Basketball

Olivia Gorczynski, Cardinal McCarrick, 
#1 in 3-point field goals with 83.
Boys Basketball

Joe Charmello, South Amboy, #3 in 
3-point field goals with 58; #7 with a 16.4 
scoring avg.

Dana Raysor, Cardinal McCarrick #4 
in free throws made with 110.

Champions!  Cardinal McCarrick girls' bowling team captured the CJ Group I championship, 
becoming the first team in the school's history to accomplish this feat.  Congratulations, 
Champs!  Pictured top row (l-r) Maureen Jones (Coach), Katelyn Latham, Kristen Pianka, 
Shayna O’Connor, Elizabeth Farrell, Nicole Higgins, Alexa Gavaza, Steven Jones (Coach). 
Bottom row (l-r)  Kristen Troutman, Nicole Bagisnky, Jennifer McAndrew, Stephanie Sanchez. 
(Photo by Brian Stratton)

South Amboy Youth Athletic Association 2010 Indoor Soccer Coaches Tom Bikowski and 
Dennis Noon, along with all most valuable player award winners.  (Photo Submitted)

Gorczynski, Isaac Win Basketball Honors
Cardinal McCarrick's standout girls' 

basketball player, Olivia Gorczynski was an 
All-Area 1st Team selection by The News 
Tribune, 1st Team All-Middlesex in The Star 
Ledger, and 3rd Team All-State Non-Public 
Schools also in The Star Ledger.

She led the team with a 17.8 scoring 
avg., was #1 in the county with 83 3-point-
ers, and hit 48% from the trey area.

Gorczynski, only a junior led Coach 
Lynn Ust's Lady Eagles to a sparkling 23-3 
record, and is just 31 points shy of the magi-
cal 1,000 mark.

Morece "Mo" Isaac, star performer 
on Coach Joe Lewis' Cardinal McCarrick 
Eagles boys' basketball squad, was a 1st 
Team All-Middlesex selection in The Star 
Ledger, and also a 1st Team All-Area pick 
in The News Tribune.

He is regarded by many as one of the 
top defensive centers in NJ.  Mo averaged 
12.5 points per game, 10.5 rebounds, and 6.7 
blocks.  In the state tournament, he averaged 
11 boards, and 9.7 blocked shots. 

 Congratulations, to both on a fantastic 
year!

See Photos Page 27
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• TANK REMOVAL • INSTALLATION
• TANK TESTING • SANDFILL

• ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES

ADVANCED
SITE
IMPROVEMENTASI (732)

566-0281

Fishing Flashes 
By Teo “Weebles” Weber 

Salt Water
Striped Bass fishing off of our beaches 

is picking up from a slow start.  I saw a 
few keepers at Cliffwood Beach and some 
shorts too.  The Party Boat fishing for Bass 
has gotten better.  Some boats fishing out 
of Atlantic Highlands are doing quite well.  
Flounder fishing in the rivers and Raritan 
Bay is decent.  Most people seem to have 
no trouble catching their limit of two, since 
there are some that are quite large.  Ocean 
surf fishing for Stripers on the entire coast 
is also getting better.  The first Bluefish have 
been caught south and also in Raritan Bay.  
There have been bunker sighted moving 
into the Bay.  Expect a lot more Bluefish to 
come in after them.  Offshore Party boats 
are catching Ling, Blackfish and a few Cod 
on the wrecks at the Mud Hole.  Some of 
the Blackfish are large, up to 14lbs or better.  
Black Drum have been caught to our south. 
I don’t expect Mackerel to arrive until the 
end of the month.
Fresh Water

Trout season has now opened with all 
statewide streams and lakes being stocked 
regularly.  Opening day found me at the 
North Branch of the Raritan at Far Hills. I 
had to work to catch my limit which I did at 
some of my usual spots. It seemed as though 
there were not as many stocked in this area 
as usual.  The following day, my wife and I 
fished the Pequest which was running above 
normal.  Despite the difficulty we caught 
two each. All of the trout were Brookies.  
One of my trout had a tag which I sent in 
to the hatchery with the information as to 
where it was caught.  There are Shad in 
the Delaware.  How this year’s run will be 
anybody’s guess as the past two years have 
not been good.

Sacred Heart Open 
House
Sunday, May 2nd - 11am to 1pm - 
Grades K-8 

Drop by to see why Sacred Heart has 
gained a reputation as an academic leader 
in the South Amboy/Sayreville/Old Bridge 
area. Our students receive a well rounded 
education and participate in variety of 
activities such as basketball, drama, chess 
club to name a few. Student Ambassadors 
will be on hand to take you on a personal 
tour of our school.  We will be serving 
refreshments in the cafeteria and visiting 
families will have the opportunity to meet 
with current Sacred Heart parents, alumni 
and HSA members who will gladly answer 
any questions and offer their experiences.  
A representative from Creative Kids, our 
Pre-Kindergarten, will also be present to 
answer any questions and offer informa-
tion regarding the variety of schedules.   A 
great education with a perfect location for 
parents who commute to work. Our school 
is minutes away from the South Amboy NJ 
Transit Train Station, Route 9, GSP and the 
NJ Turnpike. We will be looking forward 
to meeting you!  
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Play Ball!
South Amboy Youth Athletic Association 

Opening Day 2010
Photo Exclusive/Captions By Tom Burkard

South Amboy's greatest girls softball player in history, Tricia Popowski (l), Former New York 
Yankees great and South Amboy native, Allie Clark (c), and South Amboy Youth Athletic 
Association player, Spencer Kennedy (r), who shows off his baseball which was freshly 
autographed by Allie, are pictured at Opening Day of the South Amboy Youth Athletic 
Association.

South Amboy native, Allie Clark, who played in the major leagues and won two World 
Series rings with the NY Yankees in 1947 and Cleveland Indians in 1948, gladly autographs 
baseball caps of the local players on Opening Day.

South Amboy City Council President and 
Mayoral candidate Fred Henry (l) visits 
with softball legend, Tricia Popowski, who 
also starred for the Hoffman High girls' 
basketball championship teams in the 1980's, 
under Coach Reggie Carney.  Henry was 
the Assistant Coach on those outstanding 
clubs.

U.S.A.
United South Amboy

By Peter John Kenny
The City where our fathers lived and died

A City our ancestors built with pride
A place that a Governor, State Police Colonel and NY Yankee

Proudly called their home
A City where the firemen shine all their trucks

And polish all the chrome
To the state Fireman's Parade they go

With their badges, shoes and hatchets all a glow
We pay them barely a dime

Yet they win the title most of the time
Our police officers are on the beat

Taking criminals and drug dealers off the street
The South Amboy First Aid Squad is as fine as any
Over the years they have saved the lives of many

Our schools are a very fine place to go
Where the teachers teach our children all they have to know

Our veterans here are tried and true
We thank them all for supporting the Red, White, and Blue

When it comes down to the real nitty-gritty
This place is still "The Pleasant Little City"

We fight to keep our own ID
This can only be done by you and me

And if we work and pray real hard
We'll still be able to play in our own backyard!

May God Bless the City of South Amboy!

Mets Trip To Citi 
Field

South Amboy Knights of Columbus 
Council 426 sponsors an outing to beautiful 
Citi Field, Saturday July 10 at 4 p.m. to see 
the Mets battle National League East rival 
Atlanta Braves with rookie sensation Jason 
Heyward and slugging future Hall-of-Famer 
Chipper Jones.  Cost of $60 includes a Mets 
key chain, game ticket, motorcoach trans-
portation, sandwich, snacks and beverages.  
For tickets call Steve 732-727-1707.

Summer Jobs For 
Students

APPLICATIONS are now being ac-
cepted for the Middlesex County Youth 
Conservation Corps, whose mission is “to 
protect and preserve natural areas from mis-
use, polluters and the forces of nature” at the 
more than 7,000 acres of Open Space owned 
and maintained by Middlesex County.

Conservation Corps crew members 
earn $8.50 per hour and will work Monday 
through Friday from June 21 to August 13. 
The hours required are 9 AM - 4 PM. Work 
will primarily take place at County open 
spaces in Old Bridge, Monroe and South 
Brunswick. Students age 16 and over are 
encouraged to apply. 

“Our Youth Conservation Corps mem-
bers continue to be an integral part of our 
efforts to maintain beautiful, open lands for 
our residents to enjoy,” said Freeholder Ste-
phen J. “Pete” Dalina, chair of the County’s 
Parks and Recreation Committee. 

Activities include trail building, litter 
clean-up, invasive species removal and 
wildlife habitat improvements. Applicants 
should be enthusiastic, self motivated and 
willing to work and learn as a part of a team. 
Also, applicants must have the capacity to 
walk several miles and stand for extended 
periods of time, willingness to get dirty and 
work outdoors in various weather conditions 
and the ability to use various hand tools.  

Space is limited. Interested applicants 
should send a cover letter and application for 
employment to: Valerie Lysenko, Middlesex 
County Department of Parks and Recreation, 
PO Box 661, New Brunswick, NJ  08903. 
Applications can be downloaded at www.
co.middlesex.nj.us/personnel/index.asp. All 
applications must be received in the office 
by May 17, 2010. 

For more information or to obtain a 
complete job description and application, 
call Valerie Lysenko at (732) 745-3064
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Hi Tom,
I thoroughly enjoyed reading the most 

recent issue of your "priceless" newspaper.  
And now that my print subscription has 
expired, I will look at The South Amboy-
Sayreville Times monthly online.

Your online site is wonderful and 
dramatic.  The color pops off the page!  
True, being the "newspaper guy," I'll miss 
the printed edition.  But, the color on your 
website is dynamic!  April 30 is definitely 
on my "tickle file" to make sure I see your 
next issue.

Your Very Good Friend,
Ron Kukulski
(Formerly of South Amboy)
Florida

LETTER

Profit$ Started In '65
The Profit$, who were the most talented 

and popular band comprised of St. Mary's 
High School students in the 1960's got their 
start 45 years ago in 1965.  Fabulous lead 
singer, Bob Toye shares his memories of that 
big day in local rock 'n' roll history.

"It all started in Jack Trzoniec's garage.  
It was the fall of '65, and I'm not sure who 
came up with the idea, but the thought was 
for anyone who played an instrument or had 
some equipment--guitar, amp, mic, kazoo, 
that sort of thing, and wanted to should just 
show up at this garage on Stevens Ave., 
come Saturday morning.  We must have 
had 20 guys jammed in there, and most of 
us didn't play or have any equipment, myself 
included.  We just wanted to be a part of it.  
Jimmy Coan and Mike Henry were there on 
guitars, Joe DeLucia on bass, and Timmy 
Tice, though I'm not sure if he had his drums 
there that first day or not.  I know we had 
one mic and probably 10 guys trying to horn 
in close enough to sing: Jack Trenta, Eddie 
Lee, Kevin Crowley, Ricky Ragula, and me 
to name a few.  Knowing some lyrics let you 
move in closer.

The end result of that whole garage band 
thing was a group we called The Six of Us, 
even though we had 8 or 9 guys.  The big 
goal was to get a couple of songs together 
and sit in for Peter Palame's band the next 
time they played one of St. Mary's dances.  
When the night came, we were only able to 
do one song because we took forever to get 
tuned up and ready.  It was "Hang On Sloopy."  
People said we did okay, and we thought so 
too.  Or most of us did.  The other singers 
dropped out and after that night it was just 
the five of us.  We weren't sure what to call 
ourselves, and later on, Mike suggested the 
Prophets, which we liked.  When it came 
time to get business cards for the band, we 
changed the name to Profit$.  We were, after 
all, figuring on making some money."  

Sayreville Library News
The first program of a five-part cul-

tural diversity series entitled, “Meet Your 
Neighbors @ the Library”, was held at 
the Sayreville Public Library on Saturday, 
March 13, 2010.  The program, a Bangla-
deshi Pitha Party,   was part of a statewide 
Library Diversity Initiative which is funded 
by a grant from the New Jersey State Li-
brary to the INFOLINK Regional Library 
Cooperative. 

The program gave Sayreville residents 
the opportunity to learn about the lifestyle, 
music and food of Bangladesh, as well as 
introducing Bangladeshi-Americans to all of 
the services available through New Jersey’s 
public libraries.

The festive celebration included 
speeches by Naran Nabi, a Councilman in 
Plainsboro and Dr. Faruque Azam, President 
of the Bangladeshi Association of New 
Jersey.   The message Dr. Azam expressed 
was how Bangladeshi-Americans have very 
strong ties to their heritage and culture, but 
embrace mainstream American culture as 
well.

Attendees were treated to performances 
by adults, teens and children that included 
classical Bangladeshi music and song, 
poetry, dramatic skits and a very colorful 
fashion show featuring traditional attire.

A smorgasbord of homemade and ca-
tered food was enjoyed by all and included 
various sweet and savory pitha, rice pud-
dings, cakes, traditional pastries and meat 
kabobs.
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Local Wildlife
Photos By Tom Burkard

An egrit and goose were enjoying a sunny day at the South Amboy Waterworks recently.

An interesting Scobie duck was photographed at Kennedy Park in Sayreville.  The beak is 
a beautiful bright red.  Does anyone know if these ducks are rare?  Let us know.  You have 
to see this on our website at: www.thesatimes.com.

A colorful mallard swims in the lake at Kennedy Park.  See the mallard's natural beauty at 
our website: www.thesatimes.com.

Tricky Tray 
Sayreville Pet Adoption Center (SPAC) 

will sponsor a Tricky Tray on Friday, April 30 
at the Knights of Columbus Hall, 88 Jackson 
Street, South River.  Doors open at 6 PM and 
calling begins at 7:30 PM.  Tickets are $7 
in advance or $10 at the door.  Admission 
includes one sheet of tickets for Level 1 prizes 
and coffee and dessert.  Guests are welcome 
to bring their own food and snacks (no alco-
holic beverages) and light refreshments will 
also be available.  A 50/50 raffle will also 
be held.  Advance ticket sales begin April 1 
at SPAC.  For more information please call 
(732) 727-3895.

Annual OLV Radio 
City Christmas 
Show

Our Lady of Victories Parish is sponsor-
ing a trip to the Radio City Christmas Show 
on Saturday, November 20, 2010. The price 
of the ticket is $100.00 which includes: the 
ticket to the show, a Christmas ornament, bus 
transportation, gratuities, and light breakfast 
foods and juice/water. The bus will leave the 
parish lower parking lot at 8:30AM for the 
10:00AM show. After the show you can tour 
the city and have lunch at one of New York’s 
delicious restaurants. The bus will leave New 
York at 4:45PM. For further information 
or to reserve tickets, please contact Teri at 
(732) 727-7639.

WELCOME TO SOUTH AMBOY: NOW DO 
SOMETHING! 

By Henny the DJ

The experience of growing up in South 
Amboy and maintaining contact with the 
town all my life, even when living out of the 
city limits, has been centered on a feeling of 
“connection” or “bonding” to the town early 
on and in a continuous manner.  Because it 
was and still is a place uniquely underpinned 
on Sports, Bars, Churches and Fire and Res-
cue Companies, these four cornerstones are 
the glue that not only holds an old timer like 
me to the spirit of South Amboy, but are the 
portals opening the heart of the town to the 
fresh crop of South Amboyans inhabiting 
the new condos, houses, apartments, and 
duplexes miraculously hatched on the main 
streets as well as in almost all the nooks and 
crannies of town.

So, this then is a heads up to all you new 
inhabitants: In case you didn’t know it, you 
are in a mile square town that offers you the 
opportunity to turn off the boob tube, shut 
down your laptop, get out of you house and 
actually have a real life. You are not like 
most suburbans today, stashed in housing 
tracts out in the middle of nowhere, totally 
dependent on your car for any interaction 
with the outside world,  cut off from not only 
your neighbors, but likely your own family 
members staring at TV or lost in computer 
land. You can open your door and actually 
be in walking distance of real live people 
and real live goings on.

Instead of relying on “the Situation’s” 
false bravado; Gene Simmons greedy arro-
gance; Dr. Drew’s band of Misfits; Dog, the 
bounty hunter’s phony, inane sermonizing, 
and You tube’s quirky diversions, get out 
and walk the streets of your new town and 
actually interact with real people instead of 

these contrived group of television gener-
ated “buddies”. Every neighborhood has 
a good tavern to meet your neighbors and 
make new friends. Most churches are in 
walking distance on a Sunday morning to 
afford an opportunity to get in touch with 
your spiritual self. Two local high schools 
have sports programs that have a history of 
achievement, and volunteer fire and rescue 
companies that not only provide protection  
and aid,  but present opportunities open to 
everyone to become involved in the social 
fabric of the city in which you now live.

For example, last time on the Henny the 
DJ Radio Show on www.raritanbayradio.
com , Al Check and Johnny Dragotta, two 
of the many dedicated voluntary fireman in 
the area, discussed a perfect example of what 
I’m talking about. On Saturday, May 1st, at 
4pm, at South Amboy Middle School, there 
is a Spaghetti Dinner and Tricky Tray Benefit 
being offered by the Firemen Helping Fire-
men Organization, and for a nominal cost 
you get to eat a great dinner and the chance 
to meet the people in town that you can very 
easily become good friends of yours in the 
future, and you also get to help out deserving 
people who will not forget your kindness 
when they needed it. What more could you 
ask as a welcome in the new place that you 
picked to live? 

 I hope that you enjoy your new homes 
here in town, but if all you get out South 
Amboy is a place to sleep and watch TV 
till you catch the train in the morning, well, 
then that’s like taking a shower with your 
socks on and missing the best part: that of 
the hot water falling on your feet. It’s time 
to get your feet wet!

 

Have a Safe, 
Memorable, 

and Fun 
Prom

Eagles' star, Morece "Mo" Isaac, goes 
high over the rim for a slam dunk against 
the Sayreville Bombers.  (Photo by Brian 
Stratton) 

Cardinal McCarrick's superstar scoring 
sensation, Olivia Gorczynski launches 
another perfect 3-pointer against South 
Plainfield.  (Photo by Brian Stratton)
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