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Five To Seek 
Mayor’s Post

 Five For Council  
Seats

The South Amboy Democratic Party will 
face competition in the November Mayoral 
election from four independent candidates.  
Fred Henry, who was the  Democratic Party’s 
choice to run for the City’s top position after 
Mayor John T. O’Leary announced that he 
would not seek another term, will be opposed 
by the following four people who filed  by 
the June 8th deadline. 

John Dragotta will run on the “Indepen-
dent For Change” ticket; Harry Gelder-“Save 
Our South Amboy;” Vincent Mackiel-“In-
dependent Clean Air;” and Mary O’Connor-
“United South Amboy.”  The Republican 
Party has no candidate running for Mayor.

Independent Eugene “Gene” Reagan, 
running on the “Better South Amboy” 
ticket, filed for the Council-At-Large race, 
where he will face Democrat incumbent 
Joe Connors and Michael “Mickey” Gross, 
along with Republican challengers David 
J. Longenhagen and  Saverio Sagliocco for 
two Council-At-Large seats.

South Amboy 
Election Results
In the South Amboy Primary Election, 

Democrat Fred A. Henry ran unopposed for 
the 4-year Mayor position, and received 182 
votes.   Incumbent Joseph E. Connors got 
184 votes, and newcomer Michael “Mickey” 
Gross 178 for the two 4-year Council seats.  
The Republican candidates for council, 
Saverio Sagliocco and David J. Longenhagen 
received 80 and 71 votes respectively, and 
will represent their party in the November 
election.

Sayreville Election 
Results

In Sayreville there will be two 3-year 
Borough Council seats up for grabs in 
November’s election.  Democrats Daniel 
Buchanan and William Henry garnered 472 
and 445 votes respectively in the Primary.  
On the Republican side, Incumbent Paula A. 
Siarkiewicz notched 487 votes, and Vincent 
Zacarao Jr. 480 votes.

South  Amboy 
YMCA Job Fairs
The South Amboy Branch YMCA, 

scheduled to open this September, will host 
2 job fairs, July 10 from 10 a.m. to 12 noon, 
and July 13, from 4:30 to 6:30 p.m., for South 
Amboy residents at the South Amboy Senior 
Center, 108 South Stevens Ave. in South 
Amboy.  These job fairs, made possible with 
the support of the City of South Amboy will 
look to recruit South Amboy residents for 
hourly, front line staff,  to work at the new 
YMCA.  Part time positions will include 
lifeguards, welcome desk staff, wellness 
center staff, group exercise instructors, 
swimming instructors, birthday party hosts, 
personal trainers, and building maintenance 
staff.  People interested in working for the 
YMCA should attend one of the job fairs 
to complete an application and speak with 
YMCA directors.  Employment applica-
tions will be available at the job fair or in 
advance by downloading from the following 
link: http://www.metuchen-edisonymca.
org/docs/employmentapp.pdf

For more information, please contact 
Branch Director, Katie Mc Adoo  at: Katie.
mcadoo@metuchen-edisonymca.org or by 
calling 732-516-9200  x 1112. 

Remembering Ray
By Tom Burkard

Antique Car Show/
Flea Market –Aug. 1st

The Independence Engine & Hose 
Co. #1 of South Amboy will hold its 11th 
Annual Antique Car Show/Flea Market on 
Sunday, August 1st from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
on Broadway in South Amboy.  The rain 
date is Sunday, August 8th.

The Advanced Entry Fee is $10 per 
vehicle/Day of Show Entry $15.  Pre-reg-
istration deadline is July 31.  There will be 
blacktop parking; Chief’s Trophy; Mayor’s 
Trophy; Sponsor Award Trophies; No judg-
ing of vehicles; Fans Choice of Trophies;  
Dash plaques will be presented to the first 
100 entries.  There will be $1 mugs of Bud 
and Bud Light provided all day for vehicle 
entrants.    Come and taste the firefighters 
famous Satski’s Ribs.

Hose Co. #1 is currently seeking Ven-
dors/Craft Vendors to participate.  Advanced 
Entry is $20 and Day of Show Entry $25.  The 
Antique Car Show/Flea Market will feature 
all types of fun and entertainment, including 
50’s Music by Jukebox Jimmy; Raffles and 
50/50 where you can win lots of prizes; Irish 
Dancers, and so  much more.

This is always a great, fun-filled day 
for family and friends, so come on down to 
Broadway in South Amboy on August 1st, 
for some super summer fun!

For more information call or write: 
Mike Toth, 41 Miara St., Parlin, NJ 08859 
or e-mail: mtoth1@optonline.net. 

Rosinski Grand 
Marshal

Adam Rosinski was Grand Marshal 
for the Sayreville Memorial Day Parade.  
Rosinski, who is Past Commander of VFW 
Post No. 4699, and Past Commander of VFW 
District 8, did an outstanding job on a very 
hot parade day! 

Sacred Heart Carnival On TV
By Steve Schmid

Pictures of the annual Sacred Heart 
Church Carnival flashed across TV screens 
Friday, May 28, at the start of the Memorial 
Day holiday weekend.  WCBS TV Channel 
2 meteorologist Lonnie Quinn began his 5:45 
p.m. weathercast with images of the carnival 
in the background.  Quinn referred to the 
South Amboy carnival while he was talking 

about the holiday weekend weather.
WCBS TV had its Chopper 2 helicopter 

in position to show these aerial shots because 
they were covering the start of the Memorial 
Day holiday weekend.   They were watching 
a big traffic jam that afternoon on the Garden 
State Parkway, which ran from Woodbridge 
to Tom s River.   

continued on page 20

South Amboy Gets
New Judge

The City Council recently voted 
unanimously to approve Mayor John T. 
O’Leary’s appointment of Emery Toth as 
South Amboy’s new Municipal Court Judge 
to fill the unexpired term of the late Judge 
Joseph Hoffman.  The term will run through 
December 31, 2010.  

South Amboy Mayor John T. O’Leary (l) administers the oath of Police Chief to Darren 
LaVigne (r) as his family, wife Joy and children Victoria and Anthony proudly look on.  
(Photo by Brian Stratton)

Police Sergeant George Kern (c) addresses the crowd that gathered outside of City Hall 
on his last day with the South Amboy Police Department.  George was “Piped Out” by his 
fellow Police Officers and Police Chief Darren LaVigne. Sergeant Glen Malkiewicz played 
“Anchor’s Away” on the bagpipe.  Best wishes on your retirement George.  (Photo by Brian 
Stratton)

On May 25th, Raymond Durski, 73, a 
retired Detective Sergeant with the South 
Amboy Police Dept. passed away.  The 
City of South Amboy was shocked and in 
mourning when news of his death spread 
throughout the community, where he was 
one of the most popular and loved police 
officers during his career and after.

I was honored to know Ray my entire 
life, and call him a good friend, as we were 
next door neighbors, for many years, and he 
later lived across the street.  As youngsters 
growing up in Mechanicsville, Ray was the 
older guy we all looked up to.  The neighbor-
hood kids played Whiffle ball and Steamin’ in 
at Burkard’s Field, all day, almost every day 
in the summer, and when Durski got home 
from work, he would come over and help 
organize games and always volunteered to be 
our “steady” pitcher.  He loved experiment-
ing with new pitches, throwing fancy stuff, 
and curveballs to us all the time.  Everyone 
enjoyed having Ray around, as he would 
liven things up with his jokes and outgoing 
personality.

Although there were no official “men-
tors” or “Big Brothers” back in the ‘60’s, 
he was our leader, someone to look up to, 
especially after he joined the South Amboy 
Police Dept.  He taught us how to be com-
petitive, and have fun while competing, and 
just to enjoy life.  Ray had a terrific sense of 
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The Sadie Pope Dowdell Library held a free demo, showcasing The South Amboy-Sayreville 
Times newspaper in digital format.  Pictured is Library Director Elaine Gaber (l) showing 
Mauricio Anthony (r) the news that was featured in The SA Times newspaper the month 
and year of his birth.  (Photo by Tom Burkard)

Talk Of The Towns
By Tom Burkard

Garnett, O’Connor Retire
Congratulations to Bill Garnett and Judy 

O’Connor on their recent retirements from 
the City of South Amboy!  There services 
to the City always went above and beyond 
the call of duty, and their hard work and 
dedication will be missed.  Have a great 
retirement and may God Bless!
Guidance Award Winners

The Middlesex County Guidance As-
sociation recently presented awards to local 
students who “Gave selflessly of themselves 
to better their community.”  The award win-
ners from our local schools were: Tiffany 
Gobac-Sayreville; Giselle Won-Cardinal 
McCarrick; Robert Hall-South Amboy.  
Congratulations!
Keegan Graduates From Kean

Jaclyn MacKenzie Keegan, daughter 
of Roxanne and the late Ronald J. Keegan 
of South Amboy, received her Bachelor’s 
Degree in Social Work from Kean University 
during commencement exercises on May 13.  
Jaclyn has been accepted into Monmouth 
University’s Advanced Standings program 
this fall, where she will complete her 
Master’s in Social Work.  Congratulations 
Jaclyn and best of luck!
Hello, Mr. Mager!

I recently caught up with my former 
St. Mary’s High School teacher, Mr. Rich-
ard Mager.   He taught at St. Mary’s from 
1965-69.   He is doing very well and living 
in Califon, New Jersey.
McGee A Dedicated Customer

Jerry Magee Sr. of South Amboy, who 
moved to Connecticut some years ago, and 
recently relocated back to “The Pleasant 
Little City,” pointed out that while living out 
of state, he always returned to South Amboy 
for his haircut at Henry’s Raritan Barber 
Shop, and only missed 4 haircuts in 10 years, 
and he’s still a dedicated customer!

continued on page 22

Pleasant Little 
Trivia

By Tom Burkard
1.What year did National Lead (NL) 

Industries in Sayreville close for the final 
time?  a.1975 b.1982 c.1991

2.This popular gift/craft/keepsake 
store was located at 104 South Broadway, 
South Amboy in 1995?  a.Chelsea Morn’ 
b.Charlotte’s Web c.Suzie’s Snowflakes 
& More

3.Sayreville High School’s first graduat-
ing class was in?  a.1942 b.1944 c.1962

4.In ’93, this office solutions business 
was located in South Amboy at 145 North 
Broadway?  a.Hunter b.South Amboy 
c.Broadway

5.The Borough of Sayreville Council 
President in 1976?  a.Raniero Travisano 
b.Alvin Jolly c.Kenneth Buchanan Sr.

6.President of the John M. Donnelly 
Foundation in 1988?  a.John T. O’Leary 
b.Tom Donnelly c.Tom O’Leary

7.This tree service was located in Mor-
gan in ’82?  a.High Top b.Morgan c.Rondeau 
& Son

8.South Amboy’s Fire Chief in 1977?  
a.James Nemeth b.Ed Szatkowski c.Charles 
“Chuck” Pickard

9.Sayreville High’s senior class Presi-
dent in 1942 was?  a.Ed Kolodziej b.Robert 
McVeagh c.Fred Starinski

10.St. Mary’s High School play in ’59?  
a.Summer Place b.Summertime Blues c.The 
Student Prince

11.The Club Bene was located in what 
section of Sayreville?  a.President Park 
b.Melrose c.Morgan

12.Director of the South Amboy Rec-
reation Commission in ’76?  a.Ed Flannery 
b.Jack Hulsart c.John Zdanewicz

Answers
1b 2a 3a 4a 5a 6b 7c 8a 9b10c 11c 12a.
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 ★  Business of the Month  ★

The Day Johnny Cash Visited So. Amboy
By Steve Schmid

South Amboy resident, Judy Januszak, has fond memories of her personal encounter 
with legendary country superstar Johnny Cash, when he came to South Amboy 31 years 

ago.  Judy was a receptionist at South Am-
boy Memorial Hospital on July 22, 1979, 
when Cash and his entourage that included 
his wife June Carter Cash and son, pulled 
up in a large RV around 1 p.m.   He needed 
treatment for his left knee, which he injured 
while performing at the Garden State Arts 
Center the night before.  Cash’s knee swelled 
up and it was aspirated by Dr. Pollen, who 

also took X-rays.  
Judy took down Johnny’s name, address, 

insurance information, and got his autograph.  
“He was a very nice gentleman and very 
down to earth.  He didn’t like going to a big 
hospital with all the publicity.  That’s why he 
chose South Amboy,” Januszak said.  After 
treatment, Cash headed back to the RV, and 
headed for his next concert. 

1979- Country Music legend Johnny Cash  surprised everyone with an emergency visit 
to South Amboy Memorial Hospital.  Pictured  (l-r) Mike Pappas, South Amboy Memorial 
Hospital Security Guard, Johnny Cash, Cash’s bodyguard, and South Amboy Memorial 
Hospital CEO, Eugene Nieto.  (Photo by Wilbur Schmidt Jr., courtesy of Judy and Frank 
Januszak)

Scholar/Athletes 
Chosen

The GMC chose the following local 
high school athletes for its Scholar/Athlete 
awards: Cardinal McCarrick-Erik Leon-
hardt, Nicole Baginsky; Sayreville-Greg 
Oriolo, Jessica Kitrys; South Amboy-Luke 
O’Connor, Krystle Castro.  Congratulations 
on your great accomplishments!

Pictured (l-r) is Rikki Braine, manager Annette Bongiovanni, and owner Bill More of 
More’s Jewelry located at 80 Main St., Sayreville.  (Photo by Tom Burkard)

More’s Jewelry

Bill More, owner of More’s Jewelry, 
80 Main St., Sayreville, has been satisfy-
ing area customers for 36 years, with the 
finest quality jewelry around.

More’s Jewelry offers many out-
standing services including sizing rings 
and repairs, and they can re-mount your 
diamond while you wait!  They also repair 
broken watches.  “We offer good prices, 
efficient service, and we actually do all 
work on the premises,” stated More.  

The staff and service at More’s Jew-
elry is always knowledgeable, courteous, 
warm and helpful.  “Quality, loyalty, and 
trustworthiness” is More’s motto, and the 
business certainly exemplifies this.  Bill 

also tells us that “We have sales below 
list price.”

More’s Jewelry specializes in mak-
ing and designing rings and jewelry, right 
in their shop at 80 Main St., Sayreville.  
In addition, they also buy gold and dia-
monds. 

For one of the largest selections of 
jewelry around, great buys, and gift ideas 
galore, stop in at More’s Jewelry, 80 Main 
St., Sayreville, or call 732-238-5077.  
Don’t miss More’s monthly ad on page 3 
in every issue of The SA Times.

More’s is truly the complete jewelry 
service!

Adult Reading 
Program

Summer Reading isn't just for kids 
anymore!  Join the Sayreville Public Library 
Adult Summer Reading Program.  Read 
great books for the chance to win prizes 
every week.  The program runs from June 
27-August 28. Register at the Reference 
Desk today.
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Golf Outing-Sept. 22
Cardinal McCarrick/St. Mary’s High 

School will be holding a Golf Outing on 
Sept. 22 at Pebble Creek Golf Club, Colts 
Neck.  The purpose of the event is for parents, 
alumni and friends to enjoy a great day of 
golf while generating revenue that will be 
applied to the Eagle Fund Drive and used 
to benefit students by providing scholar-
ships, need-based financial aid, program and 
technology improvement as well as campus 
life upgrades.

There are many ways to participate in 
the Golf Outing: Playing, Sponsoring, or 
Donating Gifts.  Golf Participation includes 
Continental breakfast, 18 holes of golf with 
GPS cart, BBQ Lunch, prizes and much 
more!  Cost is $125 per golfer, $475 per 
foursome.

Sponsorship opportunities are: $2500-
Lunch Sponsor-includes foursome and large 
banner recognition; $1000-Breakfast Spon-
sor-Large banner and recognition; $500-
Closest to the Pin Sponsor; $250-Beverage 
Cart; $700-Foursome with Hole Sponsor; 
$225-Hole Sponsor; $75-Cart Sponsor.  
There is also a Hole In One Contest where 
you can win a car.  All Sponsor Levels in-
clude sign recognition and mention in our 
program.  

Cardinal McCarrick HS is an IRS des-
ignated 501 (C) 3 organization.  Contribu-
tions are deductible to the maximum amount 
allowed by law.

The schedule is as follows: 7:30 a.m.-
Registration/Breakfast; 9 a.m.-Shotgun 
Start, 18 holes of Golf with GPS Cart; 1 
p.m.-BBQ Lunch.  Prizes will be awarded 
for closest to the pin; longest drive; door 
prizes; raffles; 50/50.  

RSVP all registrations by 8/15/2010 for 
this great event!  For more information call 
Maureen Kemble 732-721-0748 x243. 

Yearbook-Hoffman 1965
By Tom Burkard

Prasnal’s was a big hangout, and so 
was “The Wall” by Hoffman High and the 
old City Hall on John Street, for the H.G. 
Hoffman High School Class of ’65.  Roller 
skating and movies were popular activities, 
as was Frog Hollow Swim Club, which was 
fairly new at the time.

Eugene “Jimmy” Dobrzynski was 
the newly appointed Superintendent of 
Schools.   The yearbook was dedicated 
to John Moran and John Oleyar.  Popular 
teachers at the John Street institution were 
Elizabeth Birmingham, Joan Bennett, Judy 
Jeffries, Peter Madden, George Mahoney, 
Anthony Fiorello, Woodrow McCarthy, John 
Zdanewicz, Louisita Reese, James Croddick, 
Elnora Dexheimer.

The year of 1965 will be remembered 
nationally as a year of draft card burnings, 
peace demonstrations, and marches on Wash-
ington, D.C. ..The disastrous 5-day Watts 
riots in Los Angeles…The Big Blackout 
of 1965 that left 30,000,000 people in the 
dark for 12 hours…Julie Andrews was a 
hit in both Mary Poppins and The Sound of 
Music…While back at Hoffman High…

Mary Lou Thomas was Student Coun-
cil President, and Senior Class Officers 
were Ron Poulsen-President; Linda Be-
shada-Secetary; Peg McCarthy-Treasurer.  
Diane Nota was yearbook editor, and John 
Jankowski was President of the National 
Honor Society.

Some of the well-known members of 
the Class of ’65 included SA Times feature 
writer Elaine Holton Scott,  Joe Brinamen,  
Tom Kennedy, Mary Kennedy, Joyce Letts, 
Art Kowaleski, John MacNeil, Margaret 
Ellen McCarthy, Margaret Mary McCarthy, 
Pat Rock, Pat Sullivan, Brian Switzer, Linda 
Switzer, Sue Tingle, Don Wernett, Hank 
Wojciechowski.  Let’s take a moment to 
pause and remember deceased  members of 
the Class of ’65 including Rich DeBlis, Jim 
Lonseth, Frank Pauloski, and any others who 
have gone to be with the Lord.

Do you remember any Hoffman students 
who were nicknamed Worm, Shots, Boo-
Boo, Pooch, Woody, Meats, Molly, Archie, 
Oscar, Jas, Cass, Bo-Bo, Dobe, Bull, Bish.

Carol Selover was Captain of the varsity 
cheerleaders.  The talented senior athletes 
wearing the proud purple & gold colors 
were Harold Dennen, Pete Ewtuschek, Rich 
Gunther, John Jankowski, Mike Keller, Mike 
McCarthy, Frank Pauloski, Ed Szatkowski, 
Joe Zailski.

Hoffman High’s Class of 1965 had 
a wonderful blend of individuals ranging 
from the few near geniuses to born leaders, 
to those with potential business aptitudes, 
and of course, the very gifted athletes.  The 
Class of ’65 was a great and most interesting 
group of characters.  

How To Achieve 
Success
By Al Gomolka Jr.

Times Poet Laureate
c. 1994

Begin with a dream
Maintain a positive attitude
Hard work, hard work, work hard
Steadfast in the face of setback and adver-
sity
Make failures but steps towards the goal
Realize and never forget that God is 
Part of your support team.

Animal Rescue 
Force Relocates

By Virginia Stillwagon
Animal Rescue Force, previously 

located at the Rt. 18 Flea Market, is now 
located at Petco, Rt. 1, Edison.  In our 36 
years of existence, we have placed thou-
sands of cats, dogs, kittens and puppies in 
new homes.  We are supported entirely by 
donations and depend on volunteers for all 
of the programs.

Our up to date website is: www.arf.
petfinder.org. The telephone number is 
732-257-7559 (office-open during week 
9:30 a.m. to 4 p.m.) and at Englishtown 
Auction 732-792-8101 (Sat. & Sun. 8 a.m. 
to 3 p.m.).

If you’re looking for a new pet, think 
Adoption-that’s us.  Any questions, call 
Virginia Stillwagon at 732-727-6904.  

New Animal Control
By Virginia Stillwagon

Since the retirement of Animal Control 
Officer Bill Garnett, South Amboy residents 
are required  to contact the Woodbridge Ani-
mal Control Officer during regular business 
hours at 732-855-0600 x 5007.  After busi-
ness hours contact the Woodbridge Police 
Dept. at 732-634-7700.

Scholars Selected
Cardinal McCarrick High School’s Co-

Valedictorians for the Class of 2010 were 
Victoria Lussier and Catherine Ricablanca.  
Erik Leonhardt was the Salutatorian. 

Luke O’Connor was the Valedictorian 
at South Amboy High School, and Krystal 
Castro the Salutatorian.

JIM: More likely we tried to 
emulate every other band of the era, 
but not any one in particular.  We 
were Beach Boys and Young Ras-
cal fans but we also enjoyed all the 
Motown stuff, the Temptations and 
Four Tops, etc.  But I don’t think 
we deliberately tried to pattern 
ourselves after other bands. 

Joe: We did tend to wear 
vested suits, though, kind of like 
the Association.

BOB: Better that than the 
knickers the Young Rascals wore 
in their early days.  The Rascals did 
have a decidedly different sound, 
and I’d say they became our own 
No. 1 band.  They got to be very 
popular nationally very quickly, 
and we did more of their music 
than any band around, songs like “Come on Up” and “Too Many Fish in the Sea” in ad-
dition to the hits like Good Lovin’” and “I Ain’t Gonna Eat Out My Heart Anymore.”  A 
lot of their music was driven by Felix Cavaliere’s big Hammond organ, but underneath it 
all was the innovative drumming and twirling sticks of Dino Danelli.  We didn’t have an 
organ with us until much later, but we had Timmy, and he quickly became the best drum-
mer in the area, no question.  

TOM: Where did you practice? 

BOB: Anywhere we could.  Jimmy’s place down on Augusta near Broadway had 
a big garage that seemed to work best.  The house isn’t there anymore, but his dad also 
had access to an office in the building across the street that we’d sometimes get to use.  
Joe’s house, Mike’s, Tim’s house – his bedroom, actually – anywhere we could squeeze 
everything in.

TOM: What made the band so popular?  
.
Tim:   We were a St. Mary's band, for one thing, and we knew most of the people we 

played for, either from school or from town, and they supported us.

The Profit$:  1960’s Local Rock ‘N’ Roll Legends
Exclusive Interview-Part 1

By Tom Burkard

The Profit$ were probably the most popular Rock ‘N’ Roll band in St. Mary’s High 
School history, as well as the entire area in the 1960’s.   The group, consisting of five St. 
Mary’s graduates from the Class of ’68, Jim Coan, Lead Guitar; Joe DeLucia, Bass Guitar; 
Mike Henry, Rhythm Guitar; Tim Tice, Drums; Bob Toye, Lead Vocals played their great 
music at countless area dances from 1965-68, entertaining thousands of local teenagers, 
and creating a name for themselves as one of the most popular bands, that everyone had 
to see and listen to.

I sent Bob Toye a list of questions that I thought would be interesting for The Profit$ 
to answer for their long-time fans, and with his help, he contacted all of the band members 
except for Mike Henry, who couldn’t be located.  Bob presented the questions to his band-
mates, and their answers are terrific!   The interview is quite lengthy, and will be continued 
for the next month or two.   Sit back and enjoy this great trip down memory lane, and be 
sure to let us know if you have any great memories of this outstanding band of rockers.

Tom:  How and when did the Profit$ originally get started? 

Bob: (laughing) It all started back in Jack Trzoniec”s garage.  
It was the fall of '65, and I'm not sure who came up with the idea, but the thought was 

for anyone who played an instrument or had some equipment -- guitar, amp, mic, kazoo, 
that sort of thing -- and wanted to should just show up at the garage on Stevens Avenue 
on Saturday. We must have had 20 guys jammed in there, and most didn't play or have 
any equipment, myself included.  I sang to the radio all the time and just wanted to be a 
part of it. I guess we all did.  Jimmy, Mike and Jack were there on guitars, Joe D on bass, 
and Timmy, though I don’t think we had drums there that first day. I know we had one 
mic and probably 10 guys trying to horn in close enough to sing: Jack Trenta, Eddie Lee, 
Kevin Crowley, me, Ricky Ragula, to name a few. Knowing some lyrics let you move in 
closer. That and being able to carry a tune.

 
Jim:  All the guitarists had recently progressed to using BAR chords and could handle a 

simple three-chord progression, but Mike was really the best player at the time.  He played 
rhythm and the rest of us tried to play lead riffs.  It seemed like the few songs we could 
play lasted 20 or 30 minutes each because of the “jamming.”  It sure was fun, though.

 
BOB: The garage band led to a group we briefly called the Six of Us, which was 
oddly cool since we still had eight or nine guys. The big goal was to get a couple of 

songs together and sit in for Peter Palame  and Mark Ellvinger’s band the next time they 
played one of St. Mary's dances. When that night came, we were only able to get one song 
off because we took forever to get set up. It was "Hang on Sloopy."  Kids said we did ok, 
and we thought so, too. Or most of us did. All the other singers except Eddie Lee and I 
dropped out after that night and the Six of Us was down to just, well, the six of us.  We 
weren't sure what to call ourselves at that point, and later on Mike suggested the Prophets, 
which we liked. When it came time to get business cards for the band, we changed the 
spelling to Profit$.  We were, after all, hoping to make some money. 

TOM: Did you set out to emulate any particular band?  
Part 2 continued July 31st

The Profit$ band takes a break outside the Sacred 
Heart Hall in South Amboy, from “The Profit$ 
Sessions.”  Pictured (l-r) Bob Toye, Tim Tice, Jim 
Coan, Mike Henry, Joe DeLucia.  (Photo courtesy 
of Bob Toye)
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Kaitlyn Klosek, 14, of Morgan, has been 
chosen as Poppy Queen for Sayeville VFW 
Post 4699.  She currently attends 8th Grade 
at the Sayreville Middle School.  Kaitlyn is 
an Honor Roll student and actively involved 
in Student Council, Peer Leadership and the 
Cross Country team.  She is also interested 
in the arts, presently taking tap, jazz and 
lyrical dance classes.
Kaitlyn will be a freshman at Sayreville War 
Memorial High School in September.  She 
plans to go on to medical school to pursue 
her dream of becoming a pediatrician.  
(Photo/info submitted) 

Protection Engine Co.  South Amboy Fire Dept. member/ex-Chief, Mike Toris places a 
commemorative street sign above regular street sign, honoring Firefighter Thomas Adamecs, 
who died in the line of duty at a fire scene on January 5, 1966.  (Photos/info submitted)

Members of Protection Engine Co. South Amboy Fire Dept. stand by commemorative street 
sign.  Pictured (l-r) Steven Szatkowski, Jamie Norek, Ken Walczak, Larry Parsons, Mike 
Toris, Tim Walczak, Pat Tierney, Tom Parsons.

Rooney Writes New 
Book

Sayreville raised Martin Rooney re-
cently wrote a new book, “Ultimate Warrior 
Workouts: Fitness Secrets of the Martial 
Arts.”  Rooney is a 1989 Sayreville War 
Memorial High School graduate.  Congratu-
lations, and best of luck!

Independence Day 
Celebration

The Borough of Sayreville has plans 
for another spectacular Independence Day 
Celebration on Sat., July 3rd starting at 4 
p.m. at Kennedy Park in Sayreville.  Rain 
date is Mon., July 5th at 4 p.m.

Being billed as “Sayreville Sparkles 
2010,” the big day will feature live musical 
entertainment from 5:30-9:30 p.m.  The 
world-renowned Glen Burtnick & Friends 
are the headlining act, and also performing 
will be The Ruggs, and Here’s To Life.

The highly-anticipated fireworks dis-
play will begin at 9:30 p.m.  Other great 
activities throughout the day of celebration 
will include children’s rides, pony rides, 
carnival games, and face painting.  Unlimited 
rides and games from 4-8 p.m.  

There will also be a Hot Dog eating 
contest, Apple Pie baking contest, and food 
court.  For more info and contest rules, 
call 732-390-7092/7096 or go to: www.
sayreville.com.  Click on Independence Day 
Celebration.

Pancake Benefit 
For The Poor-June 
27

St. Mary’s Church will be holding a 
Pancake Breakfast on Sunday,  June 27th 
from 8 a.m. to 12 noon in the school cafeteria.  
Please come and enjoy a delicious breakfast 
of pancakes and sausage.  Admission is by 
donation and the proceeds will go to feed 
the poor.  The Democratic Club and AOH 
will be cooking breakfast.  

The Church is also looking for donations 
of baked goods, which can be dropped off 
during bingo in the school cafeteria on Sat-
urday evening, June 26, between 5-9 p.m.
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Henry “The Barber” Rinkewich, owner of 
Henry’s Raritan Barber Shop on Bordentown 
Ave. in South Amboy, donated a check for 
$2,000 to the City of South Amboy for “The 
Recreation Department to use for the baseball 
program.  I felt in my heart ,  I wanted to give 
back to the town for all they’ve done for me,” 
he said.  Henry, now 80 years young has been 
in business for 53 years, and told us a bit of 
history about the lot where his barber shop 
sits.  He said, “Punk” Farley originally had 
a lease from the town for the Raritan Diner 
for $15 a month for 50 years!  The town told 
him it was not in the real estate business, 
and the diner had to go, and I bought the lot 
about 9 months later from the City of South 
Amboy.”  (Photo by Tom Burkard/Info courtesy 
of Henry Rinkewich)

Rev. Sunghee Park (above), Pastor of Trinity United Methodist Church in South Amboy 
for more than 5 years, has been reassigned to a church in Belford.  The new Pastor will 
be Rev. Wayne Jones from Jackson, NJ.  Best of luck to both reverends!  (Photo by Tom 
Burkard)

Officers Installed
The Ladies Auxiliary of the Veterans 

of Foreign Wars Post 4699 of Sayreville 
recently installed the following new officers 
for 2010-2011: President-Lorraine Rock; 
Senior Vice President-Fran Wojcik; Junior 
Vice President-Kelly Lamauro; Chaplain-
Lucy Rossi; Treasurer-Joanne Hockenjos; 
Conductress-Valentine Olszewski; Secre-
tary-Ann Marie Kriczar; Patriotic/Ameri-
can-Iris Lee Koval; Guard-Gail Smalley; 
3-Year Trustee-Lou Ann Bara; Poppy Queen-
Kaitlyn Klosek.  Congratulations and have 
a great year!

ZUMBA CLASSES 
The Sayreville Recreation Department 
will continue to offer Zumba fitness 
classes on Monday nights at 7:40pm at the 
Mickey Sedlak Recreation Building Dolan 
Street Sayreville.

Zumba is a form of exercise that uses 
Latin dance rhythms. It is a great cardio 
workout!  The classes are one hour each  
the session costists of 8 classes.  For a full 
schedule of classes and times please email 
zumbasayreville@yahoo.com or call Denise 
732-947-1329

SWMHS Class Of 
1974 Reunion Picnic

The Sayreville War Memorial HS Class of 
1974 will hold a Reunion Picnic on July 31st 
from 3-8 p.m. at the Knights of Columbus Pic-
nic Grounds on Washington Rd., Sayreville.  
Cost is $55 per person and includes great 
food, beer, wine, other drinks & dancing, plus 
a souvenir from the Class of 1974.  

Class members please send checks to: 
SWMHS Class Reunion, C/O of Hillary 
Warner, PO Box 829, Marshalls Creek, PA 
18335.
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South Amboy Fire Dept. Explorers Alex Fedorka and Louis Kwiatek conduct a drill with a 
hoseline and perform building searches.  (Photo/info submitted)

Sadie Pope Dowdell Library Director Elaine Gaber (c) pulls out the name of the lucky winner 
of the 13th Annual Franklin D. English scholarship for $1,000.  South Amboy/Morgan Lions 
Co-Charimen of the scholarship committee, Tom Downs (l) and Bob Pawlik (r) witness 
the lottery selection.  Congratulations to Daniel Murphy O’Connor who was the winner!  
(Photo/info submitted)

George E. Scharpf, President & CEO of Amboy Bank presents Peggy Ann Dembowski, 
Vice President, with a resolution declaring June 10, 2010 “Peggy Ann Dembowski Day” in 
honor of her 50 years of service to the bank. (Photo Submitted)

Dembowski Celebrates 50 Years At 
Amboy Bank 

Peggy Ann Dembowski, Vice Presi-
dent, Cashier and Trust Officer of Amboy 
Bank has celebrated her 50th Anniversary 
at Amboy Bank.

Peggy, a resident of Sayreville, joined 
the bank in June 1960 in the accounting de-
partment and has assumed increased impor-
tant responsibilities over the years. George 
E. Scharpf, President and CEO commented 
“Peggy Dembowski has been invaluable to 
Amboy Bank during her remarkable career. 
Peggy is a dedicated and devoted employee 
and a friend and mentor to so many over 
the years.” 

To celebrate this outstanding achieve-
ment, the Amboy Bank Board of Directors 
adopted a resolution declaring June 10, 2010 
as “Peggy Ann Dembowski Day” in honor 
of her 50th anniversary with Amboy.   

A graduate of St. Mary’s High school 
in South Amboy, she holds an associates 
degree in accounting from Marywood 
College and holds certifications in many 

Banking areas.  
Founded in 1888, Amboy Bank a full-

service commercial bank with 26 offices in 
Central New Jersey prides itself on quality 
service and responsiveness. They have been 
voted “Best Bank in Central Jersey” for the 
past 12 years in a row.  

The Miraculous Prayer
Dear Heart of Jesus, in the past I have asked for many 

favors.  This time I ask you this my special one (mention 
favor).  Take it, Dear Jesus, and place it within your own 
broken heart, where your Father sees it.  Then, in His merci-
ful eyes, it will become your favor, not mine.  Amen.  (Say 
this prayer for 3 days, promise publication and your favor 
will be granted.  Never known to fail.)  -EP

The Miraculous Prayer
Dear Heart of Jesus, in the past I have asked for many 

favors.  This time I ask you this my special one (mention 
favor).  Take it, Dear Jesus, and place it within your own 
broken heart, where your Father sees it.  Then, in His merci-
ful eyes, it will become your favor, not mine.  Amen.  (Say 
this prayer for 3 days, promise publication and your favor 
will be granted.  Never known to fail.)  -C.L.
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O’Connell Selected To Attend War 
College

Former South Amboy councilman and 
resident Lt. Col. John F. O’Connell has been 
selected to attend the Department of Defense 
Senior Developmental Education Program 
more commonly known as War College.  
A former F-14 Naval Flight Officer and Top 
Gun graduate, O’Connell is the Staff Judge 
Advocate for the 177th Fighter Wing, New 
Jersey Air National Guard. A combat deco-
rated veteran of Operation’s Desert Storm 
and Iraqi Freedom, and an Operation En-
during Freedom veteran, O’Connell will be 
attending the Industrial College of the Armed 
Forces at the National Defense University 
located at Fort McNair, Washington, D.C. 
In order to attend War College, an of-
ficer must be a lieutenant colonel or 
colonel and be nominated to attend by his 
command.  O’Connell was nominated by 
Maj. Gen. Glenn K. Reith, the Adjutant 
General of New Jersey and 177th Fighter 
wing commander, Col. Robert C. Bolton. 
While it is an honor to be selected for any 
of the nine schools in the nation’s War 
College system, selection to attend the Na-
tional Defense University, the pre-eminent 
educational institution for national and in-
ternational security, is considered to be the 
pinnacle of professional military education 
in the uniformed services.  Candidates are 
chosen through a highly competitive review 
process and overall, only one-half of one per-
cent of Air National Guard officers is chosen. 
The University’s mission is to prepare select 
military officers and senior government 
civilians for developing national security 
strategy and in evaluating, marshalling and 

managing resources in the execution of that 
strategy.  ICAF is the premiere Senior Joint 
Professional Military Education Institute 
designed to prepare senior military offi-
cers identified as having the potential for 
advancement to general officer, and senior 
government civilians having the potential for 
advancement to the ambassadorial or senior 
executive service levels for senior posi-
tions at the strategic policy level.  Students 
generally have approximately twenty years 
of service in military or civilian agencies, 
and have proven themselves as very high-
level performers at the operational level. 
O’Connell has a projected graduation date 
of June 9, 2011 at which time he will be 
awarded a Masters of Science in National 
Security and Resource Strategy. 

ST CLAIRE NOVENA
Ask St. Claire for these favors, 1 business, 2 

impossible.  Say 9 Hail Mary’s for 9 days with lighted 
candles.  Pray whether you believe in it or not.  Publish 
on the 9th day.  May the Sacred Heart of Jesus be 
praised, adored and glorified today and every day.  
Request will be granted no matter how impossible it 
may seem.  Publication must be promised.  B.T.S..

A PRAYER FOR HEALING
Lord, you invited all who are burdened to come 

to You.  Allow your healing hand to heal me.  Touch 
my soul with Your compassion for others.  Touch 
my heart with Your courage and infinite love for all.  
Touch my mind with Your wisdom, that my mouth may 
always proclaim Your praise.  Teach me to reach out 
to You in my need.  Help me to lead others to You by 
my example.  Most loving Heart of Jesus, bring me 
health in body and spirit so that I may serve You with 
all my strength.  Touch gently this life which you have 
created.  Amen -T.B.
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Remember When?

July 25, 1988-was the day the legendary Raritan Diner on Bordentown Ave. in South Amboy 
left for its new home in New York State.  (Photo taken by the late Tom “Nags” Kuc/courtesy 
of Henry “The Barber” Rinkewich)

Members of Boy Scout Troop 95 assisted the veterans from the South Amboy American 
Legion Post 62 and the South Amboy DAV Chapter 67 with replacing the flags on veterans 
graves at the Christ Church Cemetery on Sunday, May 23, 2010.  Pictured - Bottom row 
- Bob Sekerak and Harold Dennen from Post 62, Zack S., Jason F., Farhid C., Eddie P., 
JonathanW., Mitch H., Colin D., and Alex S. from Troop 95.  2nd row - John Paul B., Patrick 
S., and Jacob F from Troop 95.  Back row - Bob MacDonald (State Commander DAV), Ed 
Peterson (Commander Post 62), John Bellanich, Kevin Scupp, Frank F., and Frank Flagg 
from Troop 95.  Not pictured - Mike Reres from Post 62 and Tommy E. from Troop 95. 
(Photo/Info Submitted)
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Weekly Car Show
“Just Us Cruisers” will hold a weekly 

car show every Friday night from 6-9 p.m. 
at Peter Pank Diner on Route 9 North in 
Sayreville.  Bring the whole family and 
check out the great cars.  There’s lots of fun 
for everyone, including oldies music from 
the 1950’s through 1980’s, games, belt toss, 
trophies, contests.  The event is run for the 
Sayreville Brain Injured Children.

Summer Happenings In 2010!

Trip To Broadway 
Play

The Sayreville Recreation Dept. is 
sponsoring a trip to see the New York 
Broadway Play, “Million Dollar Quartet” at 
the Nederlander Theater on July 21 for the 
2 p.m. show.   Each ticket costs $125  and 
includes round trip transportation, ticket, 
sandwich and beverage.   For more info call 
732-390-7092/7096.

Big Fish!  On May 20, Paul Seaman reeled in this 21 lb. 6 oz. Striped Bass.  Paul is the 
son of Morgan’s Jack Seaman, who is Captain of the charter boat Barbara-5.  The local 
sportsmen along with Charlie Koerner of South Amboy, caught the limit of 6 Striped Bass 
ranging from 13-28 pounds.   (Photo/information submitted)

Reunion Picnic
The Sayreville War Memorial High 

School Class of 1974 will hold a Reunion 
Picnic on July 31st from 3-8 p.m. at the 
Knights of Columbus Picnic Grounds on 
Washington Rd., Sayreville.  Cost is $55 per 
person and includes great food, beer, wine, 
other drinks and dancing, plus a souvenir 
from the Class of 1974.  Class members 
please send checks to: SWMHS Class 
Reunion, c/o Hillary Warner, PO Box 829, 
Marshalls Creek, PA 18335.

Hoffman HS Multi Year Reunion
The 12th Annual H.G. Hoffman High School Multi-Year Reunion is scheduled for 

August 15th at The Armory on Front St. in Perth Amboy.  For more information call 732-
721-2956.

St. Stan’s Carnival
If you haven’t been there yet, make sure 

to stop by at St. Stan’s Annual Carnival, 
which is running through Saturday, June 
26th.  The rides for kids and adults are ter-
rific, and the Games of Chance offer fabulous 
prizes for all ages.  

On Friday night, June 25th, the Friday 
Night Fish Fry begins at 5 p.m.  The desserts 
are outstanding, for really cool drinks on a 
hot summer’s night, visit the Beer Garden.  
Friday night is also St. Stan’s Alumni Night, 
and there will be two great bands, “Angelina 
and the Boys,” featuring local talent Taylor 
Hope, and “Take Cover.”

“Shadow Road” will perform on Sat-
urday night, June 26th, with a special guest 
appearance by Colonel David B. Kelly Pipes 
and Drums.

The Parish Carnival Grounds are located 
on Main St. and MacArthur Ave., and the 
telephone number for more information is 
732-254-0212. 

5K Run/Health Walk
Frog Hollow Swim & Tennis Club’s 

33rd Annual 5K Run and Health Walk will 
be held on Saturday, June 26th.  Proceeds 
will benefit the City of South Amboy’s Fire 
Dept.  and First Aid Squad.  There will be 
a FREE Youth Fun Run, awards, T-shirts, 
post race picnic, and all day swimming 
and tennis.  For more information, or to 
download a registration form, go to www.
froghollowswim.com or register in person 
at the club 7:30 a.m. day of the race.  5K 
run starts at 9 a.m.  Frog Hollow Swim and 
Tennis Club is located on Ferris St. off of 
South Pine Ave. in South Amboy.  The phone 
number is 732-727-9094.

Summer Events
Come join us at the 
Dowdell Public Library 

of South Amboy, 
(adjacent to High 
School) for these 
upcoming Youth Ser-
vice events.  Regis-

tration is required for 
all activities, so please 

call or stop by to sign up.
Registration includes FREE admission 

to the “Doodle Dude” on Thursday, July 15 at 
3:30 p.m., and “The Pirate Lady” on Thurs-
day, Aug. 12 at 3:30 p.m.  Find out how to 
receive $10 from TD Bank and McDonald’s 
coupons.  Teens get an iPod by winning the 
summer art contest.  Adults, win a Barnes & 
Noble $50 gift card!  For more details call 
732-721-6060. 

Community Vacation 
Bible School

Community Vacation Bible School will 
be held at St. Bernadette Parish’s Lourdes 
Center on Villanova Road in Parlin, July 
19-23, from 8:45 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.  Adult 
volunteers are always needed to help as 
teachers and aides.  This program is open 
to children entering grade K thru 7 in Sep-
tember 2010.  Registration deadline is June 
15.  Registration forms may be found in the 
vestibule of St. Mary Church.  For further 
information, please call Mary Larsen at 
732-727-6042.

This is also a wonderful opportunity 
for those children entering 8th grade in 
September 2010 to earn the Confirmation 
community service.  It is extremely limited.  
Please call Mrs. Larsen for more info.
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Explorer Debbie Norek practices being the incident commander.  Explorer Post #6 is for boys 
and girls ages 15-17, and they learn basic fire fighting and can assist regular firefighters at 
fire scenes.  (Photo/info submitted)

Dog Show Fundraiser

Great Contestants! Carly Whiting (l) of Sayreville holds her 7-pound, 6-year old Yorkie, 
“Tiki,” and Rose Ann Tucker (r) of Parlin, proudly shows “Markus”, her 190-pound, 5-year 
old Great Dane.  “Markus” is a therapy dog at Schirra Middle School in Old Bridge.  (Photos 
by Tom Burkard)

Hallie Meister, a 14-year old recent graduate of Sayreville Middle School, did an outstanding 
job, running her 3rd Annual dog show to benefit the American Society for the Prevention of 
Cruelty to Animals (ASPCA).  The highly successful event , which was held at the Julian L. 
Capik Nature Preserve Dog Park on Bordentown Ave., had 35 entrants.  Congratulations, 
Hallie on an excellent show!



South Amboy-Sayreville Times   June �6, �010   1�



16   June �6, �010   South Amboy-Sayreville Times

1964-The Thundertones standing (l-r) Bob Wickley, Paul Wojciechowski, Roy Elyea, 
Wayne Chorpita.  Kneeling in front the late Jimmy “Dizzy” Disbrow.  (Photo courtesy of 
Roy Elyea)

1967-This edition of The Thundertones featured (l-r) Bob Wickley, Paul Wojciechowski, 
Wayne Chorpita, Viki Lane, Roy Elyea, and the late Jimmy “Dizzy” Disbrow.  (Photo courtesy 
of Roy Elyea)

Rumbles From The ‘98 Rock ‘N’ Roll 
Reunion

By Clem Skarzynski

Hey Rock ‘N’ Rollers, I’m dedicating 
this month’s ink to a good friend, fellow 
worker, and most importantly, a great mu-
sician.  South Amboy’s premier saxman, 
Laurence James Disbrow Jr., or as we knew 
him, “The Dizz,” and if you were close to him, 
“Dizzy,” who passed away on June 1st.

I first met “Dizzy” in the Summer of 
’62, while he and the rest of the boys from 
The Thundertones were rehearsing in the 
basement of guitar player Roy Elyea’s house 
on Dayton St. in South Amboy.  Myself and 
good friend, Tommy “Smitty” Smith, had just 
started playing guitar and drums respectively, 
and we would go over to Roy’s house and 
listen outside, next to the basement windows.  
Well, hearing a band with a sax was quite 
rare and unique during the early 60’s, as a 
“garage band.”  But, recording groups, such 
as Jersey’s own Viscounts, The Rockin’ 
Rebels, and Johnny and The Hurricanes (To 
name only a few), made the sax a forefront 
to instrumental rock ‘n’ roll.

“The Dizz” took that horn of his to new 
levels with the band.  “Harlem Nocturne,” 
“Tequila,” “Wild Weekend,” you name it, 
and “Dizzy” blew it away!  Oh yeah, and 
always with that signature cigarette in his 
left hand!  Yes, he was a unique player with 
his own “cool style.”  His cigarette and D.A. 
haircut.  Very, very cool!  Thanks Dizz.  You 

will be missed by all of us “players.”  Rock 
‘N’ Roll my friend…

And coming up kiddies. “Sayreville 
Sparkles 2010”-Independence Day celebra-
tion takes place on Sat., July 3rd (Raindate-
Mon. July 5th) beginning at 4 p.m.  Live 
music, Rock ‘N’ Rollers, beginning at 5:30 
p.m. with “The Ruggs,” and “Here’s To 
Life,” and featuring New Brunswick’s own 
Glen Burtnick and Friends, and you all know 
those guys!  Be there kids, and you’re gonna 
hear some great music.

Also, more to follow on the 2nd Annual 
“Blast From The Past” ‘Cars and Guitars’ 
Car Show and Sock Hop, Sat. night, Sept. 
18th at Kennedy Park.  Bring your ‘Hot Rod’ 
or ‘Sled’ or ‘Bike,’ and your favorite girl.  
Roger Johnson And His Hubcaps along with 
North Jersey’s “Just Cruisin” will have ya’ 
dancin’ in the park from 5-10 p.m.

Congrats to Holly Nieminski and Timo-
thy Fee, who are now Mr. & Mrs. Timothy 
Fee!  Yup, it’s official.  Cathy and I were 
there!  Great time Mr. & Missus!  And coming 
soon…The next Mr. Fee to take the vows 
will be Tim’s brother Frannie Fee, who will 
wed longtime “Rockdaddyette” Sue Pavlik 
on July 17th!  From all of us here at The SA 
Times, all the best to the new couples!  Till 
next month, be well and that’s it! 

Music Trivia
Rock/Rock ‘N’ Roll

Part 1
By Tom Burkard

1.__Chuck Berry a.It’s Still Rock And Roll To Me
2.__Elton John b.Rock With You
3.__Joan Jett & The Blackhearts c.Rock And Roll Heaven
4.__John Fogerty d.Rock Around The Clock
5.__John Mellencamp e.Crocodile Rock
6.__Billy Joel f.R.O.C.K. In The U.S.A.
7.__Andy Kim g.Rock And Roll Music
8.__Def Leppard h.I Love Rock ‘N Roll
9.__The Righteous Brothers i.Rock Me Amadeus
10._Michael Jackson j.Rock Me Gently
11._Bill Haley & The Comets k.Rock Of Ages
12._Falco l.Rock And Roll Girls

Answers
1g 2e 3h 4l 5f 6a 7j 8k 9c 10b 11d 12i.

Bullet Train

#1 Pop Hits-June 26
2003-21 Questions-50 Cent
1997-I’ll Be Missing You-Puff Daddy
1988-Foolish Beat-Debbie Gibson
1975-Love Will Keep Us Together-The 
Captain & Tennille
1964-Chapel Of Love-The Dixie Cups
1959-The Battle Of New Orleans-Johnny 
Horton

#1 Country Hits-
June 26
1995-Texas Tornado-Tracy Lawrence
1983-Fool For Your Love-Mickey Gilley
1978-I’ll Be True To You-The Oak Ridge 
Boys
1962-She Thinks I Still Care-George 
Jones
1957-Four Walls-Jim Reeves

One Hit Wonders
25 Years Ago

1985-Relax-Frankie Goes To Hollywood; Miami Vice Theme-Jon Hammer; Love 
Theme From St. Elmo’s Fire-David Foster; Perfect Way-Scritti Politti; Been So Lonely-
Charlie Sexton; Cry-Godley & Crème;  Never Ending Story-Limahl; In My House-Mary 
Jane Girls; Operator-Midnight Star.

BULLET TRAIN BAND BIO
(Photo/Story Submitted)

Bullet Train, the brainchild of guitarist 
Michael Pollman and local Sayreville girl 
Joanne Best on vocals has been slowly and 
not-so-quietly stirring up the local music 
scene in New Jersey for a few years now.  
As with most bands, Bullet Train has gone 
through a few different line-ups and is now 
holding steady with Mike “Detroit” Gomez 
on bass, Pete LoBue on drums, and Darren 
“The Bull” Altilio former drummer and 
now keyboard player adding another layer 
of sound to the Bullet Train gang. 

With a style all their own, Bullet Train 
writes all their songs with an occasional 
cover song thrown into the mix, but Bul-
let Train does it their way. Every band has 
influences and this band is no exception, but 
they are an entirely original sounding band. 
Of course every band says this, but in this 
case it’s true. You won’t listen to a Bullet 
Train song and think “Oh, they sound just 
like …(fill in the blank)” When you listen 
to a Bullet Train song you’ll know your 
listening to the real deal, a band that rocks 
hard and means it.

Bullet Train has been described as 
“…powerful beyond description and en-
twined in the human experience…they 
waste fuel, leave the lights on and salute the 

American Flag from rusted girders rising 
from the shores of New Jersey’s inland wa-
terways…. With riffs that matter and guitar 
crescendos sprinkled with delightful vocal 
cryptograms … Bullet Train is a band that 
makes the people think and turns the bad 
slowly better…”

The Original Music Scene in New 
Jersey has been doing a slow build over the 
last few years. The loss of The Broadway 
Central Café was a devastating hit to the local 
scene but in true New Jersey style, Original 
Music is making a strong comeback and 
Bullet Train is proud to call Buddies Tavern 
in Parlin their home away from home as lo-
cal legend Mike Grau has brought Original 
Music back to life every Saturday night 
at Buddies Tavern. Like the old days, you 
can once again go to a local club without a 
cover charge and be treated to a vast array 
of local talent including, of course, Bullet 
Train, who will be appearing at Buddies 
Tavern in July. Further information re: Bul-
let Train gigs will be forthcoming, here are 
a couple of known dates as of press time:. 
July 17th,2010 at Buddies Tavern )Parlin) 
with Rebel Pawn and the highly anticipated 
comeback of The Marbles August 28th,2010 
at Buddies Tavern.
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School Sports
By Tom Burkard

2010 Baseball Wrap-Up
South Amboy (13-7) Coach Joe Szaro’s 

Gold Division champions had plenty of 
major contributors in the team’s success this 
season.  Joe Charmello topped the Guvs in 
at-bats-67; RBI-35; doubles (tied)-7; home 
runs-5; slugging percentage-.716.   Dustin 
DeVoe had the highest batting average with 
a scorching .429, and led the club with 28 
runs, 27 hits, and tied in doubles with 7.  
He also had the highest on base percentage 
.493.  Dylan Brown hit 2 triples to pace the 
Purple & Gold.  Kyle Fuentes drew the most 
walks with 12.  DeVoe and Fuentes had 11 
stolen bases apiece to top SA.  Also turning 
in solid batting averages were John Guiliano 
.387, Fuentes .367, Charmello .358, Christian 
Geant .347, Brown .333, Kevin Riley .304, 
Craig Warzecha .303, Mario Batista .292.

The top pitchers were Warzecha  5-1, 
35K’s, 4.61 ERA; Batista 5-2, 45K’s, 3.32 
ERA; DeVoe 3-3, 36K’s, 4.67 ERA; Guiliano 
0-1, 2 Saves, 8K’s, 7.54 ERA.  Warzecha’s 
41 innings were the most on the champion-
ship team.

Sayreville (9-13-1) Coach Mike 
Novak’s Bombers were led offensively by  
team batting champion, Jake Werb .377; 
Christian Campbell, who had team highs 
in hits-29, and tied for most RBI, 19 with 
Michael Monaghan, and tied for most at-
bats, 80 with Brian Truchan.  Monaghan hit 
2 three baggers to pace the Bombers, and 
also tied for most home runs, 2, with Eric 
Goitia.  Matt Rivera was #1 with 8 doubles 

and Brian Truchan topped the team with 16 
stolen bases in 16 attempts, 11 walks, and 
also with 26 runs.

Other top batting averages were gar-
nered by the following regular players: Dan 
Seaman .364, Campbell .362, Truchan .338, 
Blake Cuomo .329, Matthew Monte .327, 
Matt Rivera.323.

Leading the pitching staff was Goitia 
3-3, 2 Saves, 15K’s, 6.25 ERA; Campbell 
2-3, 21K’s, 6.68 ERA; Monaghan 2-3, 
37K’s, 5.98 ERA; Sean Morelli 2-3, 8K’s, 
9.78 ERA.  Campbell’s 29.1 innings were 
the most on the squad. 

Cardinal McCarrick (7-10)  Coach 
Frank Notaro’s Eagles were paced offen-
sively by Kevin Savoia, who topped CM 
with 10 doubles, 5 home runs, and a .450 
batting avg.  He also tied Ryan Smith for 
most hits, 25, and tied Carlos Napoles with 
21 RBI.  Smith’s 24 runs and 2 triples also 
led the club.  John Marietta’s 61 at-bats was 
the high for the Blue & Gold.

Other standout batting averages of 
regular players included: Carlos Napoles 
.440, Smith .420, Juan Napoles .361, Mari-
etta .340.

Joe Lunger finished 2-6, but led the 
club with 53.1 innings pitched, 8 complete 
games, and 75 strikeouts, while logging a 
5.91 ERA.  Juan Napoles was 2-0 with 23 K’s 
in 23 innings pitched, and a 4.56 ERA.  Ryan 
Smith went 2-3, with a 2.09 ERA, and Kevin 
Pacansky was 1-1 with a 7.00 ERA.   

College Chatter
It’s hard to believe, but softball super-

star, Jessica Nicola, who finished a brilliant 
career at Sayreville War Memorial H.S., just 
4 years ago, has graduated from Monmouth 
University, after turning in an amazing 4 
outstanding years on the softball diamond.

Nicola topped the team in doubles-14, 
walks-25, on base pct.-.427, and finished 
second in batting avg.-340, hits-51, home 
runs-7, total bases-88, slugging pct.-.587, 
stolen bases-4, sac flies-3, total plate ap-
pearances-178, and also tied with 7 other for 
most games played and games started-48-48.  
In addition, she drove in 31 runs to tie for 
3rd on the club.  

Jessica’s outstanding play helped lead 
the Hawks to a standout 30-18 record.  Con-
gratulations, on a great collegiate career!

South Amboy High School graduate, 
Joe Tarallo turned in a superb season as 
Kean University’s ace relief pitcher, helping 
the team to a 39-12 record.  In 16 appear-
ances, Tarallo was 1-0, with 2 saves, and a 
miniscule 0.79 ERA in 22.2 innings.  Op-
ponents batted only .222 against the talented 
right-hander. 

Brandon Cuomo, a Sayreville War Me-
morial HS grad, saw limited playing time 
with the Middlesex County College Colts 
baseball team.  In 11 games, he batted .207 
with 2 doubles, and 4 RBI for an MCC squad 
that finished 13-19.

South Amboy’s Don Applegate, Coach of American Legion Luke A. Lovely Post #62 Baseball 
Team of South Amboy takes a break from his daily volunteer work at Veterans Park Home 
of Jack McKeon Memorial Field on South Feltus Street.

Volunteers Rebuild South Amboy’s  Field 
Of Dreams

Story/Photo By Tom Burkard

Don Applegate, Coach of  American 
Legion Post #62 boys’ baseball team faced 
problems in April with the county field at 
Waterfront Park regarding field availability,  
and took it upon himself to seek out another 
field, where his ballclub could practice and 
play its home games.  He said that, “American 
Legion Post 62 joined forces with Cardinal 
McCarrick’s AD, Gil Pritchard, and South 
Amboy’s AD Shawn  Dunphy, in repairing  
the field and getting it back into its stellar 
playing shape.  It was done by all-volunteer 
work, and was work, work, work,” said 
Applegate. 

He credits many people and businesses 
for stepping up to the plate and helping 
to re-build this beautiful sports facility.   
Don thanked American Legion Post 62, 
especially Jeff Pacansky, George DeVoe, 
Jim Smith, Gene Lavin.  He said that “Our 
players painted the railings for community 
service hours, and also did field work.   Lo-
cal businessmen who generously donated 
their time and energy with the revision of 
the antiquated Veteran’s Park Home of Jack 
McKeon Field, known by most as Vets Field,  
were also praised by the coach.  He signaled 
out, “Capitol Monuments Norman Grossman 
and staff donated block for the beautiful 
wall; Daryl Munck & Accurate Concrete 
was a huge help; and local landscaper Jeff 
Lampart, as well as Bob Jerome of Jerome’s 
Tree Service donated wood and mulch; Post 
62 donated the flag poles, and Mel Meszaros 
of Post 324 fixed all of the gates;  Clara 
Barton Post donated all of the flags, which 
include the U.S. flag, and a flag for each 
branch of the military.   I’d like to give a 
special thanks to Eric and Kevin Pacansky 
for their hard work.  We’re also hoping that 
Jim Charmello gets better soon, as we’re 
waiting for our sign. “

The flags  behind the state-of-the-art 
backstop, really add to the beauty of this 
revitalized baseball field.  

Applegate and company put so much 
time and effort into this facility, and it really 
shows.  It is truly something South Amboy 
residents should be proud of.  Just a few of 
the many projects the dedicated volunteers 

undertook included adding 20 tons of top-
soil, “10 tons for the hole at second base.  It 
helps with the drainage,” commented Coach 
Applegate.  The workers also added screen-
ing around the outfield fence, and “killed 
Poison Ivy,” he said. 

Other improvements and additions 
include the new on-deck circles; gravel be-
hind the backstop; rebuilt pitchers’ mound; 
low mounds for warming up in left and 
right fields.  Applegate said that “Cardinal 
McCarrick High School and Post 62 will be 
purchasing 10 more tons of much needed 
dirt. “ 

Coach Applegate said that, “There’s a 
possibility of bringing most Cardinal McCar-
rick home baseball games back to Vets, and 
it will serve as a Multiplex for the school, 
and they will use the field to practice soccer 
and football.”

Currently, American Legion Luke A. 
Lovely Post #62 South Amboy fields a Senior 
team 17-19 years old, and Junior team 15-17 
years old.  Next year according to Applegate, 
there will be another team added, for 13-15 
year olds.  All of the players get to enjoy 
performing on this top-of-the-line ballpark, 
where the infield is smooth with no stones 
to make fielding difficult, and the outfield 
has neatly cut grass.

Don Applegate, who is a very modest 
man, shies away from credit, and is quick to 
praise everyone else, but certainly deserves 
to be congratulated and signaled out for his 
outstanding and successful plan to revamp 
Veteran’s Park Home of Jack McKeon Field.  
He works a full-time job, on the second shift, 
and bright and early almost every morning, 
he’s at the field, getting it in shape and ready 
for the upcoming game. 

 The field is simply beautiful, and if 
you haven’t seen it yet, make sure you get 
up to South Feltus Street and take a look 
at South Amboy’s new “Field of Dreams,” 
courtesy of Coach Don Applegate and his 
band of generous volunteers who helped 
build it.   Congratulations Don and everyone 
who helped in any way to make this a very 
“special “ place!  Great job!

Three of Cardinal McCarrick’s top softball players this year were (l-r) Jamie Williams, 
Rebecca Beshada, Jen Shereyka.  (Photo by Brian Stratton)

2010 Softball Wrap-
Up

South Amboy (9-11) Five Lady Guvs 
belted the ball for a .400 or better batting 
average.  Vanessa Carney led the club with a 
.452 mark, followed by Mary O’Connor .446, 
McCleery .431, Larkin .406, Victoria LaVi-
gne .400.  Carney led Coach Kim Peterson’s 
SA squad in doubles-5, runs scored-25, while 
O’Connor was tops in hits-29, RBI-23.

Cardinal McCarrick (7-12)  Jen Sherey-
ka, one of the greatest softball players in St. 
Mary’s/Cardinal McCarrick history, topped 
the Lady Eagles in almost every offensive 
department including  batting avg. .544,( #2 
in GMC, #1 in Middlesex County), hits-37, 
doubles-11, triples-3 (#1 in the county), 
home runs-4, RBI-30.   She was followed 
in batting avg. by Jamie Williams ..458, 
Wiamer .407, Rebecca Beshada .370, Balon 
.346.  Williams pitched all of the Blue & 
Gold games, finishing 7-12, but had a very 
deceiving 140 strikeouts in 103 innings, and 
a nice 2.24 ERA.

Sayreville (8-14) There were no sta-
tistics available for the Bombers, but Katie 
Dovidauskas was a 3rd Team All-Area out-
field selection in Home News Tribune. 
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Glory Days in
Local Sports

The Local Sports Memory Machine
By Tom Burkard

From The Youth League Archives

Early 1970’s-This talented South Amboy Trust Co. team finished 2nd place in 
the South Amboy Babe Ruth League playoffs.  Pictured top row (l-r) Manager Jim 
Beshada, John Donnelly, Jerry Kotula, Frank Richiusa, George Bongiorno.  Middle 
row (l-r) Frank Cheeseman, George Cattano, Jack Stratton, Bob Clayton, Tim Hall.  
Bottom row (l-r) Dennis Kelly, Gene Clark, Batboy Jimmy Beshada, Ricky Pillar 
,Ed “Jake” Defort.  (Photo courtesy of Marty Ruszala)

T.H.E. 
Game

1956-St. Mary’s nipped St. 
Rose, 2-1 in 8 innings, on Tom 
Pristavec’s steal of home plate in 

the top of the 8th.  Soph Charlie 
Conroy fired a brilliant 2 hit-
ter for the victory.  1961-St. 

Mary’s ripped Red Bank Catholic, 6-3 
in the Parochial A baseball semis.  Soph Joe 
Pohl fired a nifty 5- hitter and struck out 8, 
while contributing a sacrifice fly for an RBI.  
Frank Ruszala drilled a 2-run single, and Pat 
Marotta an RBI single.  1975-Joe “Moose” 
McCarthy and Grace Hoffman were selected 
Hoffman’s High’s Scholar-Athletes.  1983-
The Sayreville swimming team finished 7-5.  
Renee Borup and Stacy Jablonski qualified 
for the state tournament.  Chris Bloch was 
undefeated in the 100 meter freestyle and 
butterfly.  Three swimmers broke 5 records 
for Coach Georgette Tice’s Bombers.  1997-
South Amboy nipped New Brunswick, 13-12 
in baseball.  Winning pitcher Ed Behnen got 
2 hits and 3 RBI, Chris Smith 2 RBI, and 
Danny Poulsen 2 RBI.  2002-The Bombers 
topped Perth Amboy 186-250 in golf, as 
Bryan McDonnell took 1st place, Kevin 
Nunes 2nd, and Adam Wilson 3rd.

Year-1997
Sport-Softball
Teams-St. Mary’s vs. South Amboy 
(City Series)
Recap-The Lady Eagles capitalized on 9 er-
rors by the Lady Guvs to fly to an easy 14-7 
romp.  Molly McCreary was the winning 
pitcher, and belted 2 singles and a double, 
while knocking in 4 runs.  Tracy McCurdy 
hit 2 RBI doubles, Bernadette McCreary had 
2 hits and 2 RBI, and Laura Kemble went 
3-for-4 with an RBI.
MVP-Molly McCreary

Diamond Dust
40 Years Ago
1970
South Amboy Little Fellas League
First Aid 7 English Chevron 0-Mike 

Grimley pitched a 2-hitter and struck out 
10, while Ron Stillwagon rapped 3 singles 
for the winners.

Progressive 8 Weiss Clothing 7-Pat 
Eppinger was the winning pitcher.

Progressive 3 K of C 1-Winning pitcher 
Pete Sharo  fired a 3-hitter.

South Amboy Babe Ruth League
South Amboy Trust Co. 5 Mechanic-

sville Fire Co. 2-Rich Krzyzanwoski was 
the winning pitcher, and Henry Wortley 
drilled 3 hits.

Sacred Heart 11 Komars 5-Tom Szat-
kowski was the winning pitcher.  Jay Buck-
iewicz blasted a 3-run homer for Komars.

South Amboy Trust Co. 15 Indepen-

dence Fire Co. 5-Winning  pitcher Kevin 
Nemeth got 3 hits, and Rich Krzyzanowski 
also ripped 3 hits for the winners.

South Amboy Men’s Slow Pitch Softall 
League

Roddy’s Tavern 14 Fritz’s Tavern 3-Ned 
Moran unloaded a homer and 2 doubles.

Miller’s Deli 8 Mike’s Corner 6-Jack 
Paro was the winning pitcher.  Billy Forte 
was the offensive star for Mike’s.

Enterprise 11 Bottle Stop 9-Winning 
pitcher Jack Kozak stroked 3 hits, and 
Jack Nemeth smashed a home run for the 
winners.

Morgan AA Midget League
Bonieski Agency 8 Sayreville Esso 6-

Jeff Karaba was the winning pitcher.
Matty’s Auto Parts 4 Morgan Pharmacy 

0-Winning pitcher Teddy Picchini fired a 
shutout and struck out 16.  Dan O’Neill had 
2 hits for the Pharmacy.

Matty’s Auto Parts 6 Sayreville Esso 
5-Winning pitcher Kenny Spiecker drilled 
2 hits and had 2 RBI.

40 Years Ago
1970-Three local baseball stars were 

All-State selections in the Star Ledger.  
Sayreville’s ace pitcher, Kevin Lynch was an 
All-State, All-Groups 1st team pick as well 
as 1st team Group 4.  Hoffman’s super first 
baseman, Larry Kurzawa, who legendary 
Coach John Zdanewicz said was “The best 
hitter I had in the last 10 years,” was chosen 
to the 1st Team in Group 1.  St. Mary’s fine 
catcher Bernie Mackiel was a 3rd team choice 
for Parochial Schools.  St. Mary’s sensational 
shortstop Nick Charmello was an a 3rd Team 
All-State, All-Groups selection by the The 
Newark Evening News.

60 Years Ago
1950-Sayreville’s sophomore pitching 

standout, Charlie Kolakowski fired 2 no-hit-
ters, and finished with an 11-2 record and 
.333 batting average.

45 Years Ago
1965-Five local high school play-

ers were honored by being chosen to the 
Newark Sunday News All-State baseball 
team.  Sayreville’s Paul Slovik-All-State, 
All-Groups 1st team first baseman, and 
also 1st team Group 3, teammate  Bill Trza-
ska-1st team Group 3 pitcher.  Bombers’ 
John Karlowitz-2nd team Group 3 catcher.  
Hoffman’s Billy Clayton was a 1st team 
Group 1, and teammate Frank Pauloski a 
2nd team. outifield pick. 

50 Years Ago
1960-Eight local high school baseball 

stars participated in a Philadelphia Phillies 
tryout camp at Waters Stadium in Perth Am-
boy.   Trying out for a shot at pro baseball 
were Sayreville players Lenny Popowski, 
Bob Carew, Bill Falgares, Jerry Kabara and 
Jim Hockenjos.  The St. Mary’s players who 
gave it their best shot were Joe Pohl, Jack 
Seaman and Lou Nanna. 

70 Years Ago
1940-The St. Mary’s Eagles baseball 

club finished 12-7, and was led by Allie 
Clark with a .463 batting avg., and 26 runs 
scored.  He was second in hits with 31, be-
hind Tommy Zebro, who had 32.  Zebro was 
2nd in batting avg. with a fine .410, and was 
followed by John “Mikey” Carroll .347, and 
Jack McNamara .314.  Joe Conroy was the 
ace pitcher with a 6-3 record, and struck out 
67 in 80 2/3 innings.  Frank “Trip” Cheese-
man was 3-1 with 31 K’s in 27 2/3 innings, 
and John Stolte was 3-3 with 35 strikeouts 
in 43 1/3 innings.

Champion-Former South Amboy resident and Past Grand Knight of South Amboy Knights 
of Columbus #426, Mike Mooney seemed to be running all alone as he approached the 
finish line, to easily win the Annual Frog Hollow 5K race back in the 1990’s.  (The SA Times 
Archives) 

1964-The talented Sayreville Bombers baseball team finished 13-4-1.   Pictured bottom 
row (l-r) Vito Recine, John Karlowitz, Jim Shaw, Roger Feltz, Richie Noble, Bill Trzaska, 
Dennis Dzergoski, Costy Pawlowski, Coach John Wortley.  Middle row (l-r) Paul Slovik, 
Gary Bodak, Charley Lynch, Pete Nicholaison, George Kiernan, George Armstrong , Jim 
Williams.  Top row (l-r) Ron Kornacki, Al Duigon, Marty Hubka, Mike Gigiello, John Giannos, 
Joe Bartkowicz.  (Photo courtesy of Jane Wortley) 

40 Years Ago
1970-Mechanicsville Fire Co. won the 

South Amboy Babe Ruth League champi-
onship over Raritan River Railroad.  The 
champs were managed by Russ Stillwagon 
and coached by Pete Huryk.  The talented 
roster was composed of Bob Stillwagon, 
Glen Gerding, Kevin Homan, Mark Ab-
batiello, Gary Linderoth, Ray Linderoth, 
Leroy Kurtz, Henry Wortley, Larry Parsons, 
Michael Switzer, James Caracappa, Steve 
Gray and Ron Zimmerman.

20 Years Ago
1990-The South Amboy Little Fellas 

League 8-9 year old All-Stars captured the 
Laurence Harbor Memorial Day tournament.  
The coaches were Dave Gonzalez, Roger 
Housman and George Seaman.  The All-Star 
roster consisted of Tom Boychuk, Jason 
Cross, Chris Cyriax, Peter Niestempski, Jim 
Dempsey, Scott Dempsey, Josh Gonzalez, 
Roger Housman, Gregg Marshall, Ryan 
Novak, Mike Seaman, Tony Weeks, and 
Lance Sowder. 

All-Stater 
Jarusiewicz Dies

John Jarusiewicz 67, formerly of South 
Amboy died on June 3.  In 1959, he was 
chosen 1st Team All-State Group 1 outfielder 
by The Star Ledger.

Never Fail Novena
May the Immaculate Heart of Mary and the 

Sacred Heart of Jesus be praise, adored and glorified 
throughout the world, now and forever.  Most Sacred 
Heart of Jesus, pray for me.  St. Theresa of the Child 
Jesus, pray for me.  St. Jude, Patron of Hopeless 
Cases, pray for me and grant this favor.  I ask for 
(make request). Amen.

You have to pray this prayer 9 times a day for 9 
days and make a commitment to  publish this prayer.  
Try it and you will experience a miracle. N.B
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American Legion Luke A. Lovely Post #62 South Amboy Commander Ed Peterson (l) and 
Past Commander Bob “Zak” Sekerak (r) enjoy visiting with World War II Army vet, Joseph 
Camporeale, who was enjoying a piece of cake at the annual picnic sponsored by Post #62 
for veterans residing at the N.J. Veterans Home at Menlo Park.  Camporeale is an Army 
veteran from Brooklyn, NY, who fought at the Battle of the Bulge.”  Everyone had a terrific 
time!  (Photo by Tom Burkard)

On May 30, 2010..Some of the boys of Boy Scout Troop 91 in South Amboy, completed 
their Cycling Merit badge..The last leg of the merit badge, is a 50 mile bike ride in under 
8 hours..Ronny Alvarez, Jesse Richter, Anthony LaVigne, & Thomas Loughrey along with 
Darren LaVigne & Scout Master Tom Richter, not only completed the 50 miles, they did it, 
in less then 6 hours.  Stopping only for 10 minutes, after each 10 miles & loading up on 
fluids & power bars...Great job everyone!  (Photo Submitted)
If anyone is interested in joining Boy/Cub Scouts, please call Tom & Deb Richter at 732-
721-3223

JUST REAL FOOD
By Elaine Holton Scott

Take a slow walk through a supermar-
ket and really look at all the food items for 
sale.  What you’ll see is aisle after aisle of 
bagged snacks, canned or bottled soft drinks, 
cookies, candy, and crackers.  Walk to the 
frozen food section and check out all the 
ice creams, frozen desserts and microwav-
able frozen snacks.  By the time you add in 
all the cakes, pies, frozen entrees and side 
dishes, there just doesn’t seem to be much 
“real food” being eaten anymore.

Once upon a time, grocery stores had 
been small, mainly selling meat, produce, 
and canned foods.  In the front of the stores, 
hanging on little metal clips, there’d be a few 
bags of potato chips, while glass bottles of 
soda were kept cold in ice chests.  If someone 
had wanted a cake or pie, it was baked at 
home or bought from a nearby bakery.  As 
for frozen foods, there wasn’t much more 
than the “new” TV Dinners, chicken pot pies, 
and some containers of ice cream. 

Before supermarkets, fast food places, 
and convenience foods, America was a 
“meat and potatoes” nation, with supper 
being the main meal of the day.  Breakfast 
had usually consisted of toast or cold cereal.  
Sometimes, on cold winter mornings, there’d 
be hot Farina, Cream of Wheat, or oatmeal, 
not the instant watery kind but the real thing, 
thick and lumpy.  For lunch, it was always 
a sandwich wrapped in waxed paper, some-
times an apple or a banana, and candy, if we 
had the money to buy it.  There were no hot 
lunches served in school years ago, not even 
cold ones, so our choices were simple: eat 
a sandwich or starve.  At home, there were 
no after school snacks waiting for us either, 
as having snacks would have spoiled our 

appetites.  Besides, parents back then didn’t 
waste good money buying “junk food.”

In that time before microwaves, families 
would sit at the table and eat supper together 
every night, “while the food was still hot.”  
It hadn’t mattered what kind of food was 
being served, just that there was food on the 
table to eat.  That was the real meaning of 
“comfort foods” years ago.  Being hungry 
and having a meal at the end of the day was 
very comforting, indeed.  

It wasn’t only the food we had eaten 
but also what we had to drink which has 
drastically changed.  At mealtimes, there 
was whole milk, creamier and richer in 
taste than the water-downed kind so popular 
today.  In between, there was always water 
straight from the kitchen faucet.  In the 
summers, we’d also have Kool Aid, iced 
tea made from tea bags or lemonade, made 
from freshly squeezed lemons.  There was 
never any concern about kids drinking too 
much “soda pop” decades ago, since it was 
rarely ever kept in homes for kids to drink.  
As for adults, there was hot tea and coffee, 
usually lightened by evaporated milk, the 
predecessor of all the coffee creamers now 
on the market. 

The old way of eating is a “vintage 
memory,” as obsolete as the Mom & Pop 
grocery stores of yesterday.  Ready to eat 
foods, snacks, and soft drinks have become 
a mainstay of the modern diet, while micro-
waves are being used more often than kitchen 
stoves.  Compared to now, we had so very 
little years ago…just “real food,” cooked at 
home without preservatives, artificial flavors 
and unpronounceable ingredients.  
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A new monument honoring South Amboy’s 
late and beloved Judge Joseph Hoffman, 
is currently under construction at the South 
Amboy Water Works.  (Photo by Tom 
Burkard)

WWW.?

This photo may be a little bit tougher than last month’s for our readers to identify.  If you 
think you know the answer, e-mail us at: satimes@aol.com. (Photo by Bill Garnett)

May Winners
Last month’s photo was the Pumping 

Station on lower Raritan St. in South Amboy.  
The winners were: Estelle Pluskota, Marian 
Mills, Pat & Bill Scully, the trio of Dawn Rob-
erts, Kevin Kania and Roxanne Keegan, W. 
Tom Kross, Chuck Pickard, Donald Bruhn, 
Tony & Peggy Mocarski.  Congratulations 
to our outstanding investigators!

many memories are kept in your newspaper.  
I doubt any cities in the U.S. enjoy such 
nostalgia dished out on a monthly basis.  
What archives!

Those memories of the May 19, 1950 
bomb blast (SA Explosion),  brought back 
my own.  It was on e of the few memories I 
have of the first 5 years of my life: windows 
smashing, glass everywhere.  Mom grab-
bing us up and going with us to Spotswood 
for safety.  I was just three!

I guess Cardinal McCarrick’s High 
School is the old St. Mary’s High?  That 
was a nice picture of him on the front page.  
The 1963 Sayreville Bombers photo had 
many former friends of mine, including 
Paul Slovik and Bob Kupcha.  Standard 
& Poor’s rated South Amboy high, and 
you gave many reasons why.  I hope our 
parents, uncles, aunts, etc. are looking 
down and smiling.

You have a truly special gem of a 
newspaper.  Another thing: It’s a “good-
news newspaper,” and those are usually 
boring and saccharine.  The SA Times is 
informative and reminiscent, but never 
boring.  Great job!

Thanks again for sharing, as it truly 
is “Priceless”!

John Warga
(Formerly of South Amboy)
Daytona Beach, Florida
NOTE: John reads The SA Times each 

month online.

Gym Photo
A couple of months ago we ran a picture 

title “Guess Who?”  Five St. Mary’s High 
School girls were pictured dressed in winter 
clothing sitting on the steps near St. Mary’s 
Gym on Second St.  We asked if someone 
could identify them.  SA Times loyal reader, 
Gene O’Toole was informed by a friend 
that the young ladies were: Ellen Smith, 
Meg Bailey, Eleanor Munck, Joan Vanni, 
and Lynn Turnay.  Thanks Gene and friend 
for your help!

Remembering Ray

Sacred Heart School forms Advisory 
Council 

By Dr. Jorge Gonzalez Gomez, Chairman SAC 

Children attending Sacred Heart School 
(SHS) today enjoy the traditional Catholic 
education administered by State licensed 
and College degreed teachers under the 
direction of Father Romanoski and Sister 
Marie Connolly. Sacred Heart also enjoys 
a ten year Certificate of Accreditation from 
the Middle States Association of Colleges 
and Schools. 

As of late last year, the school and 
children also benefit from the input of an 
all volunteer School Advisory Council 
(SAC). The group was formulated at the 
direction of the Diocese of Metuchen with 
intent of bringing committed Parishioners 
and Community leaders to foster the mis-
sion of the school that was established over 
one hundred years ago. SHS was originally 
founded to educate the large migrating Pol-
ish community. Today, SHS is an ethnically 
diverse educational institution. The SAC 
members include business owners, lawyers, 
educational leaders and other talented and 
committed professionals. 

The work of the SAC resonated through-
out the County when it aired its television 
commercial over major networks. The thrust 
of the commercial was to bring awareness 
of the numerous educational opportunities 
available for children pre-k to 8th grade. 
The SAC was also instrumental in the de-
velopment of the new school web site which 
promises something for past, present and 
future SH students. The new website also 
allows school alumni to register and learn 
about former classmates. The computerized 
interactive electronic boards, Chess Club, 
Stock Club and Sport programs are a few of 
the educational elements our children enjoy 
today. SHS children also participate in chari-
table missions that benefit the less fortunate 
across the globe. These educational elements 
compliment the Christian foundation offered 
at SHS. The SAC recently hosted a “Forum 
Night” where parents had the opportunity to 
offer input and direction towards the forma-

tion of Sacred Heart Strategic Plan. 
To provide your child with the best 

educational foundation, visit our website at 
www.sacredheartsa.com or call (732)721-
0834 or visit us at 229 Cedar Street South 
Amboy.

Dear Alumni, Parents, Students, 
Families and Friends of Cardinal McCar-
rick/St. Mary’s High School:

Each and every one of us has had a 
small part in the history of this great edu-
cational institution, an integral part of the 
first 125 years (1885-2010).  Join us now 
to ensure your part in the next 125 years 
with the purchase of a commemorative 
paver that will be placed along Stevens 
Ave. next to the gymnasium to create our 
own “Eagle Commemorative Plaza.”  

Everyone can choose to remember 
a loved one, celebrate an entire family 
of alumni, or mark the special year of 
a graduate by ordering a paver that will 
give permanent recognition to these indi-
viduals.  You will also have the pride of 
knowing you are contributing to a very 
worthy cause—continuing Catholic high 
school education in South Amboy for 
years to come.

There are two sizes of pavers:  6” 
x 9” with up to 4 lines for $150 and 12” 
x 12” with up to 6 lines for $300.  Our 
plan is to install the first section of pav-
ers in late spring or early summer so it is 
important to make your purchase soon.   
Any monies made as profit after the cost 
of the concrete and pavers will be given 
to either Cardinal McCarrick/St. Mary’s 
High School or St. Mary’s Parish at the 
direction of the donor.  

Again, please consider joining me 
and the hundreds of alumni and friends of 
CMHS/St. Mary’s in this latest endeavor.  
Go Eagles!

Sincerely,
William Schwarick ‘63
Vice-President
Chairperson, Commemorative Plaza 

Project

Tom,
I looked for Elaine Scott’s “germ” 

article first and enjoyed it thoroughly.  So 

humor and infectious laugh.
 In the early 1960’s, when it came time 

for me to select a Confirmation sponsor, I 
didn’t have to think twice, and decided on 
Ray Durski.  He was working for Con-Lux 
Paints in Metuchen at the time, and had to 
miss a day of work to attend the Confirmation.  
My father offered to pay Ray the money he 
lost for missing work, but he refused, and 
I’ll never forget it.  That’s just the kind of 
good-hearted man Ray Durski was.

“Dursk” as he was affectionately known 
by many friends and co-workers, was a great 
policeman who was fair to everyone, and 
advanced through the ranks to Detective 
Sergeant.  Respected by his peers, he was 
chosen President of the South Amboy PBA 
Local 63.  He was also elected to the South 
Amboy Board of Education and served as its 
President.  In addition, he was a successful 
and well-liked football coach with the South 
Amboy Sabres Pop Warner team for several 
years.  Ray  was also a player/coach for the 
talented PBA softball squad that competed 
in a Policeman’s League.

A true sportsman, he hunted in his 

younger days, and currently loved to play 
golf, and root for his favorite teams, the NY 
Yankees and NY Giants.  A hard-working 
man, he was the owner of R & D Flooring 
Co. for many years. 

He will be missed tremendously by 
his beautiful family and friends who were 
blessed to have him for 73 years.  Ray cer-
tainly made the world a happier and much 
better place. He will always be remembered 
for the wonderful mark he made on society, 
and those precious memories he has left 
behind with the people who loved him.  Ray 
Durski was truly a great guy, neighbor and 
friend, whom I will miss an awful lot, but 
never forget.  God Bless, Ray!

continued from page 1
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Senior Class Trip

1947-H.G. Hoffman High School’s Senior 
Class Trip was to Washington, D.C.  Pictured 
is Principal Joseph Vail.

H.G. Hoffman High School teachers, 
who chaperoned the 1947 Senior Class 
Trip to Washington, D.C. were Elizabeth 
Birmingham and M. Monaghan.  (Photos 
submitted)

SHAKESPEARE IN SOUTH AMBOY
By Henny the DJ@aol.com

I’m sure you remember reading “Romeo 
and Juliet” in high school, but would  tend to 
agree that because of the combined factors of 
having to read the play at the immature age 
of 15 influenced by The Our Gang Comedy 
version ( Darla: Romeo, Romeo, wherefore 
art thou Romeo; Buckwheat: Here I is!) 
and, also, having to deal with the archaic 
language of Shakespeare’s time, that the 
reading experience wasn’t an especially 
enjoyable or fruitful one. And, at that time 
I would agree with you one hundred per 
cent. I hated Shakespeare, felt a little guilty 
about since it was obviously a subject that 
educated or intelligent people had some 
handle on, so I’d just have to fake it and do 
the best that I could.

At Saint Mary’s High School we did 
have English teachers, especially Sister 
Helene, who put forth the strong effort to 
make “Julius Caesar,” “The Merchant of 
Venice,” and “Macbeth” palatable, but I 
always knew that if I was understanding a 
third of what I was reading it was a lot. So, 
I was always glad when the plays were over 
and we moved on to other things. 

At the college I attended, incoming 
freshman, besides having to take a very full 
core curriculum, also had a course where they 
had to complete a weekly reading selection, 
discuss the book briefly on a Monday and 
be tested on that selection at the end of the 
week. And, of course, the first selection my 
particular class had to read was “Romeo and 
Juliet”!  And I was very shaken up. I knew 
for certain that my real lack of scholastic 
skills would be exposed. 

That very first day after we received the 
paperback, I sat there in a secluded reading 
space all by myself looking at the Act I, 
Prologue, you remember, “Two households 

both alike in dignity, In fair Verona where 
we lay our scene, From ancient grudge 
break to new mutiny, Where civil blood 
makes civil hands unclean..” and, I’m not 
kidding, I think a tear started to form in my 
eye realizing I wasn’t gonna be able to cut 
it as a college student. I didn’t know what 
the blank I was reading!

Out of desperation I went to the school 
library, got the recorded version of the play, 
found a listening booth, started to follow 
along with the British actors reciting the 
words of the play, and I finally started to 
breathe a little easier. Now I could at least 
hang on to their rhythm and try to make some 
sense of what was going on in the text.

 I was doing all right, nothing really 
fabulous, holding my own when a strange 
thing began to happen. I started to totally 
understand the tone of the part of the play 
that was unfolding…not actually the words 
themselves, but the smart alecky, maybe a 
little tipsy rowdiness of the actor mouthing 
Mercutio’s words on the record was some-
how as familiar to me as if I was a character 
in the play. Now it was no longer digging 
through every word individually trying to 
make some kind of sense of the dialogue. 
Now I was flowing right along with the ac-
tors and actually laughing with a perverse 
recognition of what they were talking about 
and it was all because of experiences of 
growing up in South Amboy that I was right 
there with Will Shakespeare and he was right 
there back at the Sacred Heart Wednesday 
night dances.

And next time I’m going to tell you 
the South Amboy story that was as Shake-
spearian as the Balcony Scene in Romeo 
and Juliet.
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Talk Of The Towns
continued form page 2

In Memoriam
Tommy Holmes, 58, formerly of Sayre-

ville died on May 21.   He was a good guy who 
attended St. Mary’s Grammar School with 
me.  Sister Mary Agnita Coakley, R.S.M., 
89, formerly of South Amboy died on May 
23.  She taught for 40 years in the classroom, 
and was a member of the International Poets 
Society, and had 4 books of poetry published.    
Walter Kazer, 60, of South Amboy died on 
May 25.  He was a hard-working man and 
good Mechanicsville neighbor.  Elizabeth 
“Betty” Bloodgood, 89, of South Amboy 
died on June 3.  She was a very active lady 
in many clubs, and well-known and respected 
throughout the local communities.   Betty 
was a very special lady with a kind word, 
and smile for everyone.  Her personality was 
priceless, and she brought joy to everyone.  
Harold “Pat” Albert, 86, of Sayreville died 
on June 13.  He was a member/Past Com-
mander of Sayreville American Legion Post 
211.  Paul Jessen, 68, of Morgan died on June 
14.  He was owner/operator for 35 years of 
Paul F. Jessen Electrical Contractor.   Frank 
Trpisovsky, 85, of South Amboy died on June 
14.  He retired from the NJ State Police in 
1975 with the rank of Captain, and was also 
a founding member of Frog Hollow Swim 
& Tennis Club.  God bless them all!

The Hair Shop in Parlin ran its 3rd annual 
successful Cut-A-Thon for the benefit of 
Lustgarten Foundation for Pancreatic Cancer 
Research in memory of Jack and Connie 
Lavery.    The event raised $5,600.  Pictured 
(l-r) Mary Ann Lavery Minnella, Karen Lavery 
Barboe, Sydney Lusgarten, Donna Lavery 
Vasile, John Lavery.  Congratulations on a 
great  job!  (Photo/info submitted)

The Hair Shop in Parlin ran its 3rd annual 
successful Cut-A-Thon for the benefit of 
Lustgarten Foundation for Pancreatic Cancer 
Research in memory of Jack and Connie 
Lavery.    The event raised $5,600.  Pictured 
(l-r) Mary Ann Lavery Minnella, Karen Lavery 
Barboe, Sydney Lusgarten, Donna Lavery 
Vasile, John Lavery.  Congratulations on a 
great  job!  (Photo/info submitted)
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Sayreville Memorial Day Parade-May 31, 2010
Photos by Tom Burkard

Local politicians march down Washington Road in Sayreville.

World War II hero, Ed Kolodziej of Sayreville gives the “thumbs up” sign as he rides by in 
a U.S Army jeep.

Sayreville War Memorial High School Marching Unit.

John McQuade pounds a steady beat for the Col. David B. Kelly AOH of South Amboy.
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Gardening Tips For Lower Back Pain 
Prevention

The best preparation for gardening is 
a back conditioned by spinal care exercise 
and good posture all year round.  Moreover, 
when you garden, let your legs and arms do 
the work instead of your back. 

 Here are some tips to make your gar-
dening easier: 1.When weeding, get down 
on your hands and knees rather than bending 
and twisting from the waist.  Don’t stand and 
bend over repeatedly.  2.Lift dirt and debris 
by letting your arms, legs and thighs carry 
the load.  Keep your back straight and bend 
your knees.  Handle only manageable loads 
at a time.  3.Use long-handled tools to keep 
you from stooping while raking, digging or 
mowing.  Don’t stoop when pushing a wheel-
barrow.  4.Switch hands frequently when 
doing prolonged raking, hoeing or digging.  
Repetitive motion on one side can bring on 
lower back and shoulder spasms.  5.Don’t 
work too long in one position, especially one 
that is awkward or unususal.  This can cause 
muscle imbalance.  6.Don’t over expose 
yourself to long periods in the sun without 
protection of head and body.  Take frequent 
breaks and drink lots of water. 

Fishing Flashes for 
July 2010 

By Teo”Weebles” Weber
Salt Water

Fluke season opened on May 29th.  
There were more shorts caught than there 
were keepers. There are a few big ones 
around that make it over the 18 inch size 
limit.  Party Boat Striped Bass fishing off 
of Sandy hook is still good.  Both clams and 
jigs produce big bass up to 40lbs and better.  
More Bluefish, running up to 12 lbs or better, 
are being caught by the Party Boats that fish 
for them. Local Party Boats are also having 
luck with Sea Bass and ling.   Surf fishing off 
our local Bay beaches for Blues has slowed 
up. I saw some Blues and one Striper caught 
but not like it was a month ago.   Ocean surf 
fishing is mostly big Blues and Stripers on the 
whole coast. To the south, Kingfish are being 
caught.   My wife and I made our annual trip 
to Stellwagen Bank on May 20 and 21 on 
the Capt john Boats out of Plymouth Mass.  
Fishing was good for Pollock, especially on 
jigs on Friday.  Saturday was slow, but just as 
we were ready to head back; the Cod turned 
on and began plastering jigs. I wound up 
bringing in 6 keeper Cod, but among these 
were just as many shorts just a half inch of 
the 24 inch limit. The captain extended our 
time since we were doing so well.  We did 
OK, but several people did better than us.  
There were also some Haddock caught.
Fresh Water

Trout fishing, thanks to the State 
stocking program, is very good in streams 
and lakes statewide.  The Shad run in the 
Delaware is about over as most having gone 
up to New York state.  Lots of Smallmouth 
Bass are in the Delaware and many of them 
are small.  Statewide catch and release Bass 
fishing is good anywhere you go, until June 
15.  Pinfish, Carp and Catfish can be just 
about any time.  Hybrid Stripers are biting in 
the evenings at Lake Hopatcong and Spruce 
Run Reservoir.   

Cheesequake 
State Park Summer 
Events

On Sunday, July 25th the Yellow Brick 
Trail will take place starting at 1 p.m.  A 
Nature Hike will be featured on Sunday, 
August 8th starting at 1 p.m.  There will be 
an Osprey Talk on Sunday, August 29 also 
at 1 p.m. 

*Note all three events, require a Park 
Entrance-Fee, although the programs are 
FREE.    The meeting place is usually at 
the Interpretive Center, Cheesequake State 
Park in Old Bridge. 

For complete information please call 
732-566-3208. 
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“Retired “Flag Ceremony
 Photos by Tom Burkard

Luke A. Lovely American Legion Post 62 of South Amboy held its Annual Unserviceable Flags 
ceremony on June 13th near the South Amboy Boat ramp.  Veterans Wayne Olsen (l) and 
Bill Tierney Jr.  (r),  are pictured near the pile of unserviceable flags as the fire begins.

Post 62 members, John Ensmann (l), and Phyllis Letteriello (r), stand at attention during 
Unserviceable Flags ceremony.

First Aid, Fire Dept. Need Funds
By Karen Walczak

To meet Fire Service standards 
and to improve the health and safety of 
the firefighters, the South Amboy Fire 
Department needed Fire Rehabilitation 
equipment.  The leading cause of fire-
fighter deaths is heart attack.  A majority 
of those could have been prevented or at 
least predicted by following established 
standards.

Unfortunately, due to South Am-
boy's budget cuts, the Fire Department's 
budget was also reduced and could not 
afford the purchase.  Maintaining an aging 
fleet, (ranging 2001-1983) of fire apara-
tus takes a huge bite out of the budget.  
Thankfully, the City's Fire Department is 
comprised of ALL Volunteers.

The South Amboy First Aid Squad 
could not afford to purchase the needed 
Fire Rehab equipment either.  They are an 
independent, non-profit organization that 
is also struggling financially.  The ALL 
Volunteer organization relies on donations 
to provide assistance to its residents, fire-
fighters and police officers.  In this tough 
economy, with people struggling to stretch 
their paycheck, donations are getting 
pinched.

Solution - Protection Engine Co used 
proceeds from the sale of their famous 
Spare Ribs, purchased the needed equip-
ment and donated it to the South Amboy 

First Aid Squad.  Volunteers helping Vol-
unteers.  Tents, coolers, cooling chairs, a 
misting fan, containers and a hand-truck 
were among the equipment donated.  

 This new equipment was success-
fully put into service at a Live Burn Drill 
on Saturday, June 5th at the Middlesex 
County Fire Academy.  On that sunny, 
hot day the several South Amboy Fire-
fighters' health and safety was cared 
for by the South Amboy First Aid Squad.  
Each Firefighter had their vitals assessed 
and received refreshing, cool, Fire Rehab 
before returning to the next drill.

 To raise additional funds for neces-
sary equipment, Members of the South 
Amboy First Aid are walking door-
to-door, delivering its' Annual Fund 
Drive envelopes.  Please be as generous 
as possible.  The First Aid Squad can also 
be found on the Rt 9/35 Northbound ramp, 
every Sunday through Labor Day at their 
Annual Summer Coin Toss. 

The next Spare Rib Sale will be 
August 8th, at the Independence Engine 
Co’s annual Car Show on Broadway in 
South Amboy.

Both Volunteer organizations are 
always looking for new members.  If 
interested, stop by your local fire house 
or the first aid squad, or you can call the 
Fire Department at 732-727-7434 and the 
First Aid Squad at 732-721-1005.

Celebrating the 125th Anniversary of
Our Lady of Victories Church

Part One - The Early Years 1885 - 1949
By  Teri Yetsko

On September 25, 2010, Our Lady of 
Victories Church will celebrate its 125th 
Anniversary. The church has been a place of 
worship for Catholics in Sayreville and sur-
rounding communities since 1885 when Our 
Lady of Victories was legally incorporated. 
Our church has an intimate and personal 
hold on each of us since it is a place where 
we celebrate the happiest and saddest mo-
ments in our lives. It is a place of reverence, 
remembrance, support, and healing. Addi-
tionally, we cannot write about the history 
of this beautiful church without mentioning 
the pastors who labored so zealously to make 
our church a viable, living place of worship. 
Each pastor has left his mark as the parish 
grew over the last 125 years. 

Prior to 1876, Sayreville was a part of 
South Amboy Township. The first efforts to 
create a Catholic church in Sayreville began 
in South Amboy. Rev. John A. Kelly was the 
pastor of St. Mary’s Church in South Amboy. 
Along with these duties he conducted masses 
in mission churches in Keyport, Matawan, 
and Sayreville. The first Mass in Sayreville 
took place in 1874 in the farmhouse of John 
Hart. Afterwards, masses were celebrated 
every third Sunday of the month. 

In 1882, Father Kelly purchased prop-
erty on Main Street for a church which 
became the permanent site of Our Lady of 
Victories Church. Bishop Michael Farrell 
sent Father Stanislaus Danielou to care for 
the mission church in 1884. A year later the 
church was legally incorporated and this 
marked the founding of Our Lady of Victo-
ries. On August 14, 1887 Bishop Farrell laid 
the cornerstone for the original church and 
in 1889 the church was dedicated. Father 
Danielou was responsible for organizing a 
parish in which a church, rectory, and convent 
were built. The church basement housed the 

school. The Sisters of St. Francis who came 
from Philadelphia were the first nuns who 
taught in the school. Father Danielou served 
as pastor from 1884 to 1894. He died on Au-
gust 2, 1897 and is buried in the Old Calvary 
Cemetery behind the present church. 

Father Neil McMenamin was the pas-
tor for only seven months. Previously, he 
had been the pastor of St. Claire Church 
in Florence, New Jersey. He had traveled 
extensively and gave many lectures about 
his travels. He died on May 13, 1926.

Rev. Michael Brennan became our next 
pastor in 1894. He replaced the St. Francis 
Sisters with the Sisters of Mercy. We still have 
a nun from this order presently teaching in 
our school. Father Brennan left to serve as a 
chaplain in St. Francis Hospital in Trenton. 
He died on May 31, 1909.

Rev. James H. Farrington served as 
pastor from 1897 to 1906. During his term 
as pastor, he purchased a 100 ft. by 250 ft. 
strip of property from the Whitehead family 
and a second rectory was built. Also, Father 
Farrington demonstrated an ecumenical 
spirit by allowing the Russian Orthodox com-
munity to use Our Lady of Victories church 
to worship prior to the building of St. Peter 
and Paul Orthodox Church in South River. 
In 1906 Father Farrington was appointed 
chaplain of St. Francis Hospital. He died 
on December 13, 1929.  Look for Part Two 
in our July 31st issue.

Atlantic City Trip
There will be an Atlantic City trip to 

Trump Plaza on July 21st, leaving from 
Sacred Heart Church parking lot at 9:30 a.m.  
Another trip is also scheduled for August 
25th.   For more information, call Lorraine 
at 732-721-6843.
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Obituaries
Albert, Harold “Pat,” 86, of Sayreville 

died on June 13.
Anderson, Sarafina, 68, of Sayreville 

died on June 5.
Bender, Maureen Malik, 50, of Sayre-

ville died on June 3.
Bloodgood, Elizabeth “Betty,” Charm-

ello, 89, of South Amboy died on June 3.
Cassidy, Richard J., 78, of Sayreville 

died on June 7.
Chrzan, Anita P. Burak, 83, formerly of 

Sayreville died on June 2.
Coakley, Sister Mary Agnita, R.S.M., 

89, formerly of South Amboy died on May 
23.

DeLuca, Eleanor T., 83, of Parlin died 
on May 31.

Disbrow, Laurence J. “Jimmy” Jr., 63, 
of South Amboy died on June 1.

Durski, Raymond T., 73, of South Am-
boy died on May 25.

Flakker, Elfriede, 67, of South Amboy 
died on May 30.

Holmes, Thomas G., 58, formerly of 
Sayreville died on May 21.

Jarusiewicz, John M., 67, formerly of 
South Amboy died on June 3.

Jessen, Paul F., 68, of Morgan died on 
June 14.

Kazer, Walter A., 60, of  South Amboy 
died on May 25.

Koltari, Elizabeth K., 78, of Sayreville 
died on June 5.

Nanco, Sophie, 78, of Parlin died on 
June 9.

Newsome, Dor, 87, of Morgan died 
on June 7.

Palmer, Charlotte English, 82, of Sayre-
ville died on June 9.

Peck, Barbara J., 89, of Sayreville died 
on June 13.

Rohan, Mary Ellen, 55, of Sayreville 
died on May 29.

Simnor, Edward N., 85, of Parlin died 
on June 13.

Stankiewicz, Florita, 83, of Sayreville 
died on June 1.

Syslo, Martin D., 73, of Sayreville died 
on June 13.

Trpisovsky, Francis G., 85, of South 
Amboy died on June 14.

Turner, John J., 80, of Parlin died on 
June 15.

Tyszkiewicz, Henry J., 95, of Sayreville 
died on May 31.

Urbanik, Gary R., 64, of South Amboy 
died on June 2.

Wistuba, Geraldine A., of Morgan died 
on June 12.

Yost, Fred J., of Sayreville died on 
June 10.

William Lee Dyer, age 77 passed 
away Monday, June 14, 2010 in Sebring, 
Florida. He was born in Grayling, Michi-
gan to Edgar J. and Olive G. (Brown) 
Dyer. He was a Professor, retired from the 
United States Military having served 10 
years in the United States Air Force and 
10 years in the United States Navy, he also 
served in the Korean War, he was of the 
Protestant faith, he enjoyed spending time 
with his family and had been a resident of 
Highlands county since 1997 coming from 
South Amboy, New Jersey. He is survived 
by his daughters-Cathy Midgley (Patrick), 
Jane Dyer, Janet Tashji (George) and 
Wendy Dyer; son-Russ Dyer (Dorene); 
6 grandchildren and many nieces and 
nephews. He was preceded in death by 
his wife of 56 years, Claire Louise Dyer. 
At the family’s request services will be 
private. Words of comfort may be sent to 
www.stephensonnelsonfh.com
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Tiffany Baker of Sayreville, a horse groomer at  Washington Riding Stables on Bordentown Ave. 
is pictured with one of her favorite horses.  The Stables are located at 3299 Bordentown Ave., 
Sayreville.  For a great summer day trip, call 732-727-3838.  (Photo by Tom Burkard) 

"Morgan First Aid Squad Captain Devlin, Chief Driver Cox and Gonzalez-Gomez practice 
life saving skills during a recent Emergency Medical Technician re- certification training. 
Instruction was provided by Community Safety Consultants of Metuchen. Anyone interested 
in joining Morgan First Aid Squad can do so by calling (732)525-5455."  (Photo by Dr. 
Jorge Gonzalez Gomez)

Cub Scout Pack 469, Sayreville NJ brave the heat of the day to march in the Sayreville 
Memorial Day parade.  (Photo Submitted)

“PAWS AND STRIPES FOREVER” 
Sayreville Pet Adoption Center will host its annual “Paws and Stripes Forever” Open 

House on Sunday, June 27 from 12 Noon to 4 PM at 1400 Main Street in Sayreville. Enjoy 
a great afternoon of live bluegrass music courtesy of Watchung Ridge, as well as compli-

mentary apple pie, ice cream and lemonade. Door prizes, giveaways, raffles
and lots of other surprises too. To honor and thank 

America’s bravest, adoption fees will be waived 
for veterans and

active-duty members of the military and 
their families who attend and wish to adopt a 
cat or dog.

Also, in celebration of Independence Day, 
adoption fees for cats will be $17.76 (get it!) 
from June 27th until July 4th.    All adopters will 
be asked to sign the giant "Adoption Constitu-
tion" on the shelter wall too! Be a part of history 

by attending this event and adopting a shelter pet 
– you can change two lives forever!    

For more information contact SPAC at (732) 
727-3895 or visit online at sayreville.petfinder.
com.

This friendly goat is the mascot at Washington Riding Stables on Bordentown Ave. in 
Sayreville.  Does anyone remember South Amboy’s most famous goat  named “Judas?”  
(Photo by Tom Burkard)
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