
NEXT ISSUE

Aug.  28th

• ARE YOU READY FOR  
 SOME FOOTBALL?
• LABOR DAY
• BACK TO SCHOOL

ALL DEADLINES
AUGUST 16TH

FOR ADS CALL
732-727-0398 OR

732-727-1906

Date:  July 31, 2010 PRICELESS Vol. 19  Issue 10

THE
SOUTH AMBOY
★★★★ SAYREVILLE

Russell Stillwagon

Stillwagon Passing Saddens City
By Tom Burkard

Russell “Russ” Stillwagon, South 
Amboy’s popular and highly-respected City 
Councilman since 1991 passed away sud-
denly on June 29th at 78 years old.  According 
to his wife of 57 years, Virginia Williams 
Stillwagon, “he died of natural causes.”

Russ was born in Plainfield and lived 
in South Amboy for 51 years.  He was em-
ployed by CAR-MAR Construction in New 

York City as a field supervisor prior to his 
retirement in 1991.  He was also employed 
by Ironworkers Local 40, 361, and 417, also 
in New York City for 40 years.

 Russ was active in numerous municipal 
committees, boards and agencies.   He was 
also a firefighter with the Mechanicsville 
Hose Co. for nearly 50 years, and was very 
involved with the youth of South Amboy, 
as a football coach with the South Amboy 
Sabres Pop Warner team, and also manager 
of the Mechanicsville Hose Co. Babe Ruth 
League baseball team for many years, win-
ning two consecutive championships in 
1970 and 1971.

His wife Virginia, a longtime animal 
advocate said that, “Russ was just about the 
nicest person you could ever meet, and I’m 
not just saying that because I’m his wife.  
I think that everybody that met him liked 
him.  He liked people, and loved being a 
councilman and helping people.”

Mayor John T. O’Leary said, “The city 
has lost a good friend, a great person.  When 
you think about Russ Stillwagon, you think 

continued on page 21

Repairs Planned At
Raritan Bay Park

By Steve Schmid
After the second major wind and 

rainstorm in the last 6 years, a $1.8 million 
shoreline restoration project is planned for 
Raritan Bay Waterfront Park.

On March 13, strong winds, waves, and 
tides washed away significant sand which 
caused the undermining and collapse of por-
tions of the bay front walkway.  Middlesex 
County officials will use large rocks like 
those in jetties, and place them along the 
shoreline to stabilize the beach and protect 
it from future storms.  The park was also 
damaged from Tropical Storm Ernesto in 
September 2004, which also eroded sand 
from the shoreline.

Council Selects
Applegate

The South Amboy City Council selected 
Donald J. Applegate, 46 years old of Wilmont 
Street  to temporarily fill the First Ward Coun-
cil seat left open by the unexpected death of 
Russell Stillwagon, 78, who passed away on 
June 29th of natural causes.  Applegate has 
worked with the youth of South Amboy for 
many years, and is currently the baseball 
coach of American Legion Luke A. Lovely 
Post #62, a position he has held for 4 years.   
Ironically, Applegate fills the council seat of 
Stillwagon, who was his Babe Ruth League 
baseball coach.  Following the swearing in 
ceremony, Councilman Applegate said it was 
a “big honor” for him to be chosen, and that 
he expects it to be “a learning experience” 
for him.

The other candidates for the seat were 
Francis “Butch” Mulvey, and Robert A. 
Senape.

The family of the late Judge Joseph C.  Hoffman,  gather around the beautiful monument 
following the dedication of the Judge Joseph C. Hoffman Wildlife Refuge at the South 
Amboy Water Works.  (Photo by Tom Burkard)

Judge Hoffman Remembered
By Tom Burkard

Over 100 family members, friends, and 
police attended the dedication of the Judge 
Joseph C. Hoffman Wildlife Refuge at the 
South Amboy Water Works on July 2nd.  A 
beautiful monument was unveiled near the 
pond on the right, next to Swan Hill.  The 
monument reads, “In memory of our brother 
Judge Joseph C. Hoffman-Wildlife Refuge.  
Always with us.  PBA 63.”

South Amboy’s Chief of Police Chief 
Darren LaVigne gave a beautiful speech 
about Judge Hoffman, and praised everyone continued on page 15

Workers brave the intense heat to install new ADA compliant playground equipment at the 
John Ciszewski Park on Conover St. in South Amboy.  (Photo by Tom Burkard)

who was involved in the creation of the ref-
uge.   He was followed by members of the 
Hoffman family, who shared their memories 
and expressed their gratitude to all.

Mayor John T. O’Leary remembered 
“When I worked for the city of South Am-
boy in law enforcement, and dealing with 
the Judge for many years.  One of my great 
pleasures of being Mayor was reappointing 
Judge Hoffman on numerous occasions.  He 
was a special person in the city.  A lot of 

South Amboy 
Receives Grants
Mayor John T. O’Leary has announced 

the City of South Amboy has received an 
Open Space Recreation grant from the 
County of Middlesex in the amount of 
$465,000 to purchase and install new ADA 
compliant  playground equipment at the 7 
playgrounds in the City.

“I would like to thank the County 
Freeholders for allocating these funds to 
our City.  This grant will enable us to bring 
our playgrounds into compliance with 
ADA requirements and offer an enhanced 
playground experience for the children in 
our City,” said Mayor O’Leary.

This grant application was the result 
of a comprehensive evaluation of all recre-
ational open space in the City completed in 
the 2008 Fiscal year.  In addition, the City 
has received $260,000 in 2010 DOT Transit 
Village Grant Funds, which will be utilized 
to enhance the Transit Village area by mak-
ing improvements to parking areas as well 
as the creation of additional parking in the 
downtown business area.

As part of an ongoing outreach to com-
munity groups, the City solicited participants 
who would “adopt a park” via a mailing to all 
local organizations.  To date, South Amboy 
PBA Local 63 and Boy Scouts of America 
Troop 91 have volunteered to participate in 
this program, as well as Cardinal McCarrick 
High School.

Any groups interested in participating 
in this program are encouraged to contact 
the Office of the Business Administrator at 
732-525-5932, or email to: events@south-
amboynj.gov.

Theatre Workshop
To Host Awards
Hernandez Theatre Workshop, formerly 

known as “Triple H Productions, Inc.” is 
Central N.J.’s Premiere Creative Arts Or-
ganization for young and emerging artists.  
It is the official arts organization of the City 
of South Amboy.   The website is: www.
hernandeztheatre.org. 

The Workshop has been chosen to host 
the New Jersey Association of Community 
Theaters (NJACT) 2010 Perry Awards-Nom-
inations Ceremony, “Celebrating Excellence 
in Community Theater.”

Congratulations to the Hernandez The-
atre Workshop, and the City of South Amboy 
on your prestigious honor!

Antique Car Show/
Flea Market –Aug. 1st

The Independence Engine & Hose 
Co. #1 of South Amboy will hold its 11th 
Annual Antique Car Show/Flea Market on 
Sunday, August 1st from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
on Broadway in South Amboy.  The rain 
date is Sunday, August 8th.

The Advanced Entry Fee is $10 per 
vehicle/Day of Show Entry $15.  Pre-reg-
istration deadline is July 31.  There will be 
blacktop parking; Chief’s Trophy; Mayor’s 
Trophy; Sponsor Award Trophies; No judg-
ing of vehicles; Fans Choice of Trophies;  
Dash plaques will be presented to the first 
100 entries.  There will be $1 mugs of Bud 
and Bud Light provided all day for vehicle 
entrants.    Come and taste the firefighters 
famous Satski’s Ribs.

Hose Co. #1 is currently seeking Ven-
dors/Craft Vendors to participate.  Advanced 
Entry is $20 and Day of Show Entry $25.  The 
Antique Car Show/Flea Market will feature 
all types of fun and entertainment, including 
50’s Music by Jukebox Jimmy; Raffles and 
50/50 where you can win lots of prizes; Irish 
Dancers, and so  much more.

This is always a great, fun-filled day 
for family and friends, so come on down to 
Broadway in South Amboy on August 1st, 
for some super summer fun!

For more information call or write: 
Mike Toth, 41 Miara St., Parlin, NJ 08859 
or e-mail: mtoth1@optonline.net. 

Kudelka Will Be 
Missed

One of South Amboy’s most popular 
residents, Joe “Who” Kudelka, 84, died on 
July 24.  He was employed by the City of 
South Amboy for 30 years, and retired as 
Assistant Superintendent of Public Works 
in 1989.  He was also Past President of the 
Mechanicsville Hose Co., and a member 
of several other local organizations.  Joe 
will never be forgotten.  May God Bless 
“Who.”
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Members of South Amboy P.B.A. 63 proudly stand around the monument for the late Judge 
Joseph C. Hoffman, following the dedication of the new Judge Joseph C. Hoffman Wildlife 
Refuge at the South Amboy Water Works.  (Photo by Tom Burkard)

Talk Of The Towns
By Tom Burkard

Father Lou Celebrates 50th Anniversary
Father Louis “Lou” Stingel, who has 

been assisting at weekend Masses at St. 
Mary Parish since December, recently cel-
ebrated his 50th Anniversary in the priest-
hood.  Father Stingel was ordained June 11, 
1960 in Trenton by Bishop George W. Ahr.  
Congratulations, Father Lou!
Zebro Promoted

Former South Amboy resident Det. 
Kevin Zebro of the East Brunswick Police 
Dept. was recently promoted to Detective 
Sergeant, and will be assigned to the investi-
gation division in charge of high tech crimes 
unit, as well as the department’s new in-house 
computer system.  He has been on the force 
for 16 years.  Congratulations, Kevin!
Reilly On Dean’s List

Thomas Reilly of South Amboy com-
pleted his first year at Rutgers University 
with a 3.9 GPA and was a member of the 
Dean’s List.  He is also a member of the 
National Society of Collegiate scholars, 
which is an honor society that recognizes 
outstanding academic achievement among 
first and second year college students who 
rank in the top 20% of their class.  Con-
gratulations, Tom! 
Symber Earns Award

Conrad Symber, a graduate of Cardinal 
McCarrick High School, has earned the 2010 
Outstanding Achievement Award at Felician 
College, Lodi, from the Educational Op-
portunity Fund of New Jersey Commission 
on Higher Education.   Congratulations, 
Conrad!
Coan Performing In MD

Former South Amboy resident and 
’68 St. Mary’s grad, Jim Coan is still one 
of the hardest working musicians on earth, 
and most recently has appeared at The Stil 
in Timonium, Maryland.  Jim was the lead 
guitarist for the legendary local band, “The 
Profit$ from 1965-68.

continued on page 12

Pleasant Little 
Trivia

By Tom Burkard
1.Hoffman Hi-Lites 2000 was a feature 

in each SA Times, 10 years ago written by?  
a.Alex “Jocko” Jakimowicz b.Lenn Ambro-
ziak c.Susan Switzer

2.The Sayreville Historical Society 
opened in?  a.1970 b.1981 c.1984

3.Luke Street is part of what section of 
Sayreville?  a.Melrose b.Morgan c.President 
Park

4. The Sayre & Fisher Co. in Sayreville 
was the world’s largest manufacturer of?  
a.bricks b.leather goods c.petroleum

5.This beauty parlor was located at 108 
North Broadway, South Amboy in 1988?  
a.Headhunter b.Mop Top c.Beauty Plus

6.Named swimming coach at Frog Hol-
low in 1977?  a.Charlie Steuber Jr. b.Keith 
McCoy c.Ellen Wallace

7.This food store was located at 138 
South Broadway in ’58?  a.Olde Towne Deli 
b.Brown’s Market c.Eagle Food Market

8.In 1972, this Parlin business of-
fered rooms for rent on Washington Rd.?  
a.Rooms Plus b.Parlin New Club c.Sayreville 
Rooms

9.The Hoffman HS valedictorian in 
1988?   a.Susan Candido b.Melissa Vartho-
lom c.Amy Toscano

10.This nursing home was located on 
Ernston Rd., Morgan in ’75?  a.Hidden Val-
ley b.Oak View c.Morgan

11.In ’76, this cocktail lounge was 
located on Washinton Ave. in South Am-
boy?  a.Regal Beagle b.The Edge c.The 
Hideaway

12.In 1976, this cocktail lounge and bar 
was  located on Washington Rd. in Parlin?  
a.Cagney’s b.Gina’s c.Spezzi’s.

Answers
1b 2c 3b 4a 5c 6a 7c 8b 9c 10b 11b 
12c. 
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 ★  Business of the Month  ★

Frank’s Automotive Service ASE certified technicians, Frank Guiamano (l) and Jim 
Ryan (r) are hard at work on another vehicle at their new location on Oak Street in the 
Melrose section of Sayreville.  (Photo by Tom Burkard)

Frank’s Automotive Service

The sign at South Amboy Foodtown tells the story on July 6th, as the temperature soared 
to an unbelievable 113 degrees at exactly 1:13 p.m.  Locals have suffered through one of 
the hottest summers in history.  (Photo by Tom Burkard)

Heat Wave Bakes Area
By Steve Schmid

Sayreville and South Amboy residents 
have sweltered through some of the hottest 
temperatures in memory.  The 4th of July 
holiday weekend started the hottest stretch 
observed in the last 7 years.  Starting July 
4, 100 degree temperatures were recorded 
in the area for 4 straight days.  Newark tied 
the all-time streak for 100 degree tempera-
tures set in 1993, and also in 1953.  Local 
businesses recorded extra sales of ice cream, 
water and other beverages as residents had 
to deal with the nasty heat.  

 Jim Dieker, owner of Dieker’s Farm on 
Bordentown Ave. in South Amboy said that, 
“The recent rain saved us.  The crops were 
burning up.  The spots on the sun are the 

biggest now, and it happens every 11 years.  
The last time was in 1999, then in 1988, 1977, 
and 1966.  Records were set in each of those 
years.  It looks like everything (crops) will 
recover.  The heat pushes everything (crops) 
about 10 days ahead of schedule.” 

 Even after heavy rains, the heat and 
humidity quickly returned, almost as in-
tense as before.  Air conditioners have been 
working overtime to try and keep homes and 
businesses cool.

The thermometer at Foodtown of South 
Amboy spiked up to 113 degrees on July 6.  
The heat continued after July 7 with several 
more days with temperatures in the 90’s.  The 
good news is every day that passes gets us 
closer to the cooler weather of fall.

Fall Class Registration

Frank Guiamano and Jim Ryan were 
always interested in working on things 
that are mechanical, which ultimately 
blossomed into their automotive careers.  
Combined they have over 50 years expe-
rience, and are ASE certified mechanics.  
Their work skills entail everything except 
tire work or wheel alignments.

Frank’s Automotive Service special-
izes in brakes, diagnostics, tune-ups, water 
pumps, clutches, all based in a general 
automotive repair area.  Frank said that, 
“We can handle almost all repairs on most 
makes and models.”  Frank, who comes 
from a family background of mechanics, 
has been in automotive repairs since he 
was 15 years old.

The business, which is one of the most 
popular auto repair facilities around, was 
located at 216 South Broadway for 16 
years.  Now at their new location on Oak 
Street in the Melrose section of Sayreville, 
they have a convenient waiting room, 
ample parking, and are located very close 
to the old location.

Anyone that comes to Frank’s Au-
tomotive Service for auto repairs should 
feel confident enough to speak to Frank 
and Jim about their vehicle.  

Remember, Frank’s Automotive Ser-
vice is now located on Oak Street  in the 
nearby Melrose section of Sayreville.  Stop 
by or call 732-721-8844 for more informa-
tion or to make an appointment. 

Sayreville Recreation Dept. will be 
holding registration for all FALL Classes,  
starting on Aug. 16, 8:30 a.m.-3:30 p.m. 
at the Mickey Sedlak Center on Dolan 

St.  Programs are: Mommy & Me Classes; 
Little Chefs; All By Myself; Learn & Play 
at Kennedy Park.  Classes for the Fall will 
start on Sept. 13.
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The Profit$:  1960’s Local Rock ‘N’ Roll Legends
Exclusive Interview-Part 2

By Tom Burkard

continued on page 20

Tom:  What made the band so popu-
lar? 

Tim:  We were a St. Mary's band, for 
one thing, and we knew most of the people 
we played for, either from school or from 
town, and they supported us.

Bob:  We liked a lot of different groups 
and different styles of music, too, so we came 
to cover a lot of ground musically.  Rock 
’n’ roll, R&B, Motown, British Invasion, 
pop, folk, oldies, even the early psychedelic 
stuff – whatever you liked to dance to, we 
had some. 

Jim:  If you pull up the top 100 hits 
for any year between ’64 and ’68, you’d 
find that a great many of those tunes and a 
majority of those bands and artists were on 
our playlist. People liked that.

Bob:  The Profit$ also played some 
bands and songs that not many others did.   
We covered the Beatles, Stones and Kinks 
like most bands, but we also played and went 
deeper into the music of guys like Buddy 
Holly, Sam Cooke, Van Morrison, Roy 
Orbison, and Neil Diamond than other area 
bands. I’d say the best word for our overall 
“sound” would have been eclectic. I mean, 
who else would do stuff like “Somebody to 
Love” (Jefferson Airplane), “Nowhere Man” 
(Beatles), “Rave On” (Buddy Holly), “High 
and Higher” (Jackie Wilson), and “Express-
way to Your Heart” (Soul Survivors) in the 
same set?  

Joe:  Not to mention “I’m Your Puppet” 

(James and Bobby Purify) or “Sunshine of 
Your Love” (Cream).  Or “Time Won’t Let 
Me” (Outsiders).

Bob:  A medley of their hits, but it did 
have the best 14 seconds of instrumental 
break of any song from 1966.  I loved it.  
And Jimmy Fox later formed The James 
Gang with Joe Walsh.

Jim:  (laughing) Or “Psychotic Reac-
tion” (Count Five).  I used to borrow Pat 
McCarthy’s fuzz box to play that big scratchy 
lead line.  It also had these up-tempo beat 
changes in the middle and at the end. When-
ever I hear it, I flash back to Moose Kierst 
(Craig), who was famous for his high-speed 
dance moves. Those tempo changes would 
send Moose into fast and furious!

Joe:  We also weren’t afraid to play 
songs simply because we didn’t have an 
organ player or a sax man.  It’s funny when 
you think of it, but we did a pretty good job 
with songs like “Shotgun” (Junior Walker) 
without a saxophone, “Gimme Some Lovin’” 
(Spencer Davis Group) without an organ, 
and “White Rabbit” (Jefferson Airplane) 
without a Grace Slick.  

Jim:  As we got better as musicians 
and as the number of bookings increased, 
we also worked to pick up two or three new 
tunes for each gig.  It was important to keep 
things fresh, to surprise people with songs.

Bob:  That did make a difference.  Jim’s 
other idea, almost from the beginning, was 
that the Profit$ should play longer than 

anyone else by taking fewer and 
shorter breaks than everyone else.  
And we did.

Tom:  When did you add an 
organ player, and who was it? 

Jim:  Richie Rasmussen, who had 
played with the Stratotones, joined 
us for our final string of dates at Frog 
Hollow in 1968.  He played a mean 
keyboard, and we could finally do the 
long version of “Light My Fire.”  

Tom:  Do you remember your first 
real gig?  When?  Where?  

[Funny, no one remembers much from 
that milestone event!]

Tim:  St. Mary’s, early 1966, I think.  
Joe:  We’d won the high school talent 

show just before that, doing “For Your Love” 
by the Yardbirds. 

Bob:  I’m convinced we really won that 
show because we tried a song with vocals, 
while Alan Tempoerini’s  band did an in-
strumental.  I say tried because it turned out 
that all of the mics were turned off anyway!  
The contest was also the last appearance of 
the Six of Us.  Eddie Lee dropped out and 
we morphed into the Profit$.   

Something else I recall about those earli-
est days is that we barely had enough songs 
to cover a three-hour dance.  The average 
single went three minutes back then, so at 
that rate you needed 45 tunes minimum, and 
it took us awhile to get there.  Bands would 
normally extend songs by repeating verses 
and choruses so kids had enough time to get 
out there and dance.  But we’d invariably 
have to invoke the old trick of the trade 
known as the “special request” exemption 
a time or two near the end of the night. We 
would have already done a particular song, 
but we’d announce later on that we’d just 
received a special request to do it again, 
which of course, we hadn’t.

Tom:  Do you ever do any originals 
or was it all cover stuff?  

Tim:  I think we stole everything, 
didn’t we?

Bob:  Well, no one really did originals 
back then, but occasionally Jim would re-
arrange a song – like “Love is a Beautiful 
Thing” by the Rascals. That kind of thing 
could be risky, because the object was pretty 
much to do a song just as it was recorded and 
to sound as much like the original band as 
possible. And we were good at that.  But Jim 
had a knack for rephrasing the chords just a 

bit and making the song our own. 
And don’t forget “Anaconda High.” At 

our very last dance, at Frog Hollow, we did 
a song Jim and Mike put together around 
lyrics written by Denis Ryan, a good friend 
of ours from Sayreville. It was a tragi-comic 
sort of psychedelic thing with crazy lines like 
“Anaconda high, c’mon and grab me” and 
“my hot chiquita’s gaspin’, I want a piece 
of that pie!”  Hilarious.

Joe:  The New York Rock & Roll 
Ensemble later released a song they called 
“Anaconda,” so maybe they stole the idea 
from us!

Tom:  And Bob, you sang lead on 
every song?  

Bob:   Pretty much. Joe D liked to step 
up every once in awhile with “Play with 
Fire” by the Stones or “Catch the Wind” 
(Donovan). 

Joe:  More like you made me.  I never 

1968-The Profit$ (l-r) Tim Tice, Bob Toye, 
Joe DeLucia, Mike Henry, Jim Coan.
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Justin Scheid, 24 years old of Sparta, finishes way ahead of the pack, to win the 33rd Annual 
Frog Hollow Swim & Tennis Club’s 5 K Run. 

Amy Bernstein of East Windsor crosses the finish line to capture first place in the Women’s 
Division of the Frog Hollow Swim & Tennis Club’s 33rd Annual  5K Run.

Frog Hollow Swim & Tennis Club members are pictured greeting  the winners after the 
race.   In photo (l-r) Bill Henry, a member and also a candidate for Sayreville Councilman, 
champion Justin Scheid, Amy Bernstein, women’s champion, Michael “Mickey” Gross, 
Assistant Race Director/candidate for South Amboy Councilman-At-Large, Dan McCrone, 
Race Director, and Ed Paczkowski, Treasurer.  (Photos by Tom Burkard)

Outdoor Movie 
August 16

The Sayreville Recreation Dept. will be 
running an Outdoor Movie in Kennedy Park, 
Washington Rd., Parlin, on August 16, “Star 
Trek,” which will start at 9:15 p.m.  Bring 
a lawn chair or blanket.  Vendors will be on 
site.  No registration required.

Bobby Byrne 
Cabaret Show

St. Mary Parish will be sponsoring the 
Bobby Byrne Cabaret Show on Sat., Oct. 
16 from 7-10:30 p.m. at St. Mary’s Athletic 
Hall (Entrance on Second St.)  The doors 
will open at 6 p.m. and there will be open 
seating.  Light refreshments at intermission 
will be available.  Tickets are $25 (general 
admission).  For more info call 732-501-5133 
or 732-721-0179.

The Miraculous Prayer
Dear Heart of Jesus, in the past I have asked for many 

favors.  This time I ask you this my special one (mention 
favor).  Take it, Dear Jesus, and place it within your own 
broken heart, where your Father sees it.  Then, in His merci-
ful eyes, it will become your favor, not mine.  Amen.  (Say 
this prayer for 3 days, promise publication and your favor 
will be granted.  Never known to fail.)  -EP

Never Fail Novena
May the Immaculate Heart of Mary and the 

Sacred Heart of Jesus be praise, adored and glorified 
throughout the world, now and forever.  Most Sacred 
Heart of Jesus, pray for me.  St. Theresa of the Child 
Jesus, pray for me.  St. Jude, Patron of Hopeless 
Cases, pray for me and grant this favor.  I ask for 
(make request). Amen.

You have to pray this prayer 9 times a day for 9 
days and make a commitment to  publish this prayer.  
Try it and you will experience a miracle.  D.R.

Sayreville Library 
News

The Sayreville Public Library Scrabble 
Club will meet in the library meeting room 
on the following days from 1:30-3:30: Sept. 
10 & 24; Oct. 8 & 22; Nov. 5 & 19; Dec. 3 
& 17.  Come join us for some casual games 
of Scrabble.

Who’s Your Next Boss
The Sayreville Public Library will be 

hosting a job hunting series.   Aug. 12: Job 
Search Strategies, 6:30; Sept. 9: Interviewing 
Tips, 6:30.  To register, visit the Calendar at 
sayrevillelibrary.org or call 732-727-0212.

The runners head down Bordentown Ave at the start of the Frog Hollow 5K run. (Photo by 
Brian Stratton)
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Mayor Jack O'Leary, Mickey Gross, Angel Holovacko, Fred Henry and Joe Connors.  
Sunday June 27, 2010 St. Mary's pancake breakfast.  Admission was by donation with the 
proceeds going to "Feed the Poor: organization.  St. Mary's fundraising committee hosted 
the breakfast with the South Amboy Democratic ommittee, donating the food and did the 
cooking. (Photo Submitted)

Rick Moran, Ron Sarra, Jim Riehl of the South Amboy Democratic Committee and Priscilla 
Gilbert of St. Mary's fundraising committee cook breakfast for St. Mary's pancake breakfast 
benefiting the  "Feed the Poor" organization. (Photo Submitted)

Knights Select New 
Officers

South Amboy Knights of Columbus 
#426 has elected its new officers for Colum-
bian year 2010-11.  Grand Knight-Albert 
DiGuilio; Deputy Grand Knight-Leo Di 
Guilio Jr; Chaplain-Rev. Joseph Romanoski; 
Chancellor-Ed Ryniec; Warden-Marty Lam-
part; Recorder-George Montalvo; Treasurer-
Steve Schmid; Financial Secretary-Deacon 
Rich O’Brien; Advocate-Peter Luccarelli; 
Inside Guard-Tom Pearson; Outside Guard-
Bernie Kelly; 1-Year Trustee-Allen Chodkie-
wicz; 2-Year Trustee-Mike Riccardi; 3-Year 
Trustee-Fred Whiteley.

Last Chance for 
Ads

The 125th Anniversary Ad Journal 
Committee has extended the deadline for 
purchasing an ad in the Ad Journal to Sunday, 
August 1, 2010. The price of the ads are: 
$200.00 for a full page, $100.00 for a half-
page, $75.00 for a quarter page, Business 
cards are $50.00, and $10.00 for a Benefac-
tor. For information or to place an ad, please 
contact Michael at 732-727-7639.

Firefighters Helping Firefighters presented a check totalling $4,800 to Betty Leveille. The 
organization held a benefit this past May in honor of her husband, Ronnie Leveille, who 
passed away from leukemia, to help defray the cost of medical bills.  The Leveille Family 
would like to thank Firefighters Helping Firefighters and everyone else who came out and 
made this benefit a great success.  (Photo/Info Submitted)

PRAYER TO ST. JUDE
(To be said when problems arise or when one seems 

to be deprived of all visible help, on far cases almost 
despaired of). Most holy Apostle St. Jude, faithful servant 
and friend of Jesus, the church honors and invokes you 
universally as the patron of hopeless cases, of things 
almost despaired of, pray for me, I am so helpless and 
alone. Make use I implore you of that particular privilege 
given to you, to bring visible and speedy help where 
help is almost despaired of. Come to my assistance in 
this great need that I may receive the consolation and 
help of heaven in all my necessities, tribulations, and 
sufferings., and that I may praise God with you and all the 
elect forever.  I promise O Blessed St. Jude, to be ever 
mindful of this great favor, to always honor you as my 
special and powerful patron, and to gratefully encourage 
devotion to you. Amen.  Thank You St. Jude. -E.P.

A PRAYER FOR HEALING
Lord, you invited all who are burdened to come 

to You.  Allow your healing hand to heal me.  Touch 
my soul with Your compassion for others.  Touch 
my heart with Your courage and infinite love for all.  
Touch my mind with Your wisdom, that my mouth may 
always proclaim Your praise.  Teach me to reach out 
to You in my need.  Help me to lead others to You by 
my example.  Most loving Heart of Jesus, bring me 
health in body and spirit so that I may serve You with 
all my strength.  Touch gently this life which you have 
created.  Amen -T.B.
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American Legion Post 211 Color Guard Capt. Ed Strek presents flag to Commander Art 
Valentino for proper disposal on Flag Day, June 14th.  (Photo/info Gerald Springard)

Meditation Cove #2
By Al Gomolka Jr.

Times Poet Laureate 
c. 1980

Oh when this old crazy world
Becomes too tiring
And my thoughts are like a mirror
Just broke
I leave and retreat
To where I take a seat
Beneath the dogwood, the pine,
The apple, the oak….
Before I close my eyes to meditate
I look up and find gray skies
That  float like my needs
Above the branches and the leaves
Of my four trees, and I wonder why…
I wonder why, hmmm, wonder why
About so many things-
I close my eyes
And visions appear
For the good, for the bad,
For the happy, for the sad,
My mind’s in another place than here-
Beneath the dogwood, the pine,
The apple, and the oak.

Anniversary 
Cookbooks

The OLV Senior Group still has cook-
books available for sale. Be one of the pa-
rishioners who has a copy of this memorable 
compilation of delicious parish recipes. 
Cookbooks are available at the pastoral 
center or contact Teri at (732) 727-7639.

THEATRE GROUP 
ANNOUNCES 
2010/11 SEASON

The Main Street Theatre Company, 
located on Bordentown Ave in Parlin, has 
announced it’s upcoming slate of six shows 
for the 2010/11 season.  The list includes 
4 musicals, a Neil Simon comedy and an 
Agatha Christie murder mistery.  The theatre 
group is asking patrons to help them by be-
coming season subscribers, taking advantage 
of either one of two plans that will allow 
them to see all or part of the entire season 
at great savings.

Opening the season in October will be 
the hilarious comedy “Laughter on the 23rd 
Floor”, directed by Greg Louis, which takes 
you into the writing room of the tv classic, 
“Your Show Of Shows”.

The musical version of the famous Santa 
Claus story, “Miracle on 34th Street”, di-
rected by Kevin Gunther, follows in Dec.

Another musical, recently finishing it’s 
Broadway revival and seldom  seen in our 
area but a classic in it’s own right, “Finian’s 
Rainbow”, directed by Tony Adase, will 
follow in March.

A popular Agatha Christie mistery, 
directed by Vic Morosco, “And Then There 
Were None”,  more popularly known by it’s 
movie version’s title, “Ten Little Indians” 
will be presented in May.

“Grease”, performed by the Main Street 
Jrs., will be the next musical, opening in 
July.  This will be followed by the Stephen 
Sondheim musical thriller, Sweeny Todd, 
directed by Vince Tinebra, closing out the 
season in August.

For more information or to get a Season 
Subscriber brochure, call 732-553-1153 or 
go on line @ www.smstc.org 

1952 Classmates 
Sought

A reunion for the 60th anniversary of 
the Sayreville High School Class of 1952 
is being anticipated, and one of the gradu-
ates, Don Novak is attempting to develop 
an up-to-date roster of his classmates.  If 
there are any ’52 Sayreville HS graduates 
who read this, or have information relating 
to any of the class members, please contact 
Don Novak at 321-674-3963 or e-mail at: 
dnovak@cfl.rr.com.

Polish Festival 
The OLV Senior Group is sponsoring 

a bus trip to Our Lady of Czestochowa, 
Doylestown, Pennsylvania on Sunday, Sep-
tember 5, 2010. The bus will leave OLV lower 
parking lot at 9AM and return at 6:30PM. 
Mass will be celebrated at the festival. The 
English Masses are 11AM and 2:30PM and 
the Polish Mass will be at 12:30PM. The 
cost of the trip is $35.00 a person which 
includes the bus, festival admission, and 
light refreshments. For reservations contact 
Geri Kabara at 732-257-4351 no later than 
August 11, 2010.

Students Compete In Nebraska - On 
May 28 – 30th, 2010, Rocio Perez (Senior) 
(l)  and Lizaine Saranglao (r) (Junior) 
represented Cardinal McCarrick High 
School in the Catholic Forensic League 
National Competition in Omaha, NE.  At the 
Competition 2600 students competed in Oral 
Interpretation of Literature; Declamation; 
Drama; Duo; and Debate. There were 
students that came from 59 Diocese within 
48 states.  Rocio and Lizaine competed in 
Oral Interpretation of Literature and placed 
in the top 7% in the Nation.  (Photo/Story 
Submitted)

Pictured is the very talented cast of Footloose.  The cast will present their show on July 
30, 31 and August 1, 2010 at the South Amboy Middle/High School Theatre.  The show is 
produced by The Hernandez Theatre Workshop in conjunction with the City of South Amboy.  
For additional information call 732-910-7006. (Photo by Brian Stratton)

Footloose 2010
The City of South Amboy & Hernandez 

Theatre Workshop, Inc. will feature two great 
2010 Summer Musicals at the South Amboy 
Middle/High School Theatre, 200 Governor 
Hoffman Plaza.  

Footloose  will be running July 30-31, 
at 7 p.m., and Aug. 1 at 2 p.m.

Once On This Island will have perfor-
mances on Aug. 6 & 7 at 7 p.m., and Aug. 
8 at 2 p.m.

For tickets call the HTW Box Office 
at 732-910-7006 or visit online at www.
hernandeztheatre.org.  Tickets are selling 
fast!  Reserve yours today!  Support your 
community theater and the arts in South 
Amboy by attending these productions! 
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Golden Rule ‘s 3rd Annual Tea was attended by 40 Tea lovers.  All had a wonderful time, 
with music by Joe Sovathy.  Finger foods and desserts were enjoyed by all.  Holiday Tea 
is coming in December.  Pictured in the photo are Carol Eveigan, Joyce Semoneit, Carol 
Geant, Anita Semoneit, Fran Kurtz, Claire Kuhn, Nancy Berry, Pat Halti.  (Photo/information 
submitted)

County Holy Name 
Officers Chosen

The Middlesex County Federation of 
Holy Name Societies recently elected the 
following officers for 2010-2011: Presi-
dent-Jason Zjawiony; Vice President-David 
Dugasz; Secretary-Rich Prevoznak; Trea-
surer-Ed Puchalski;  Marshal-Imre Herczeg; 
Parliamentarian-Frank Marcelonis; Consul-
tant-Mike Myszka.

The officers will be installed by Spiri-
tual Moderator Fr. Chester Carina, at the 7 
p.m. Mass on Wed., Sept. 22 at Holy Trin-
ity Church, Lawrie & Penn Streets, Perth 
Amboy.  A buffet meal will be served in the 
church hall after the Mass and the meeting 
will follow.  All Holy Name members and 
those interested to learn more about the Holy 
Name Society are invited to attend.

Me & Kathy C
By Dennis O’Leary

Last night was my favorite night
And the night before and the one before
The evenings on the couch with you
Holding hands and telling stories
The glass of wine,
The food, the laughs
We love so well
We love so much
It’s forty-four,
Let’s go for more
I laugh with you, you sing to me
How much better could it be?
The broken nights so long ago
To love so much now
Who would know?
Thank You.

Christmas Show 
The OLV Senior Group is sponsoring 

a bus trip to the American Music Theater 
in Lancaster, Pennsylvania on Wednesday, 
November 3, 2010. The bus will leave the 
OLV lower parking lot at 9AM and return 
at 8PM. The cost of the trip is $80.00 a per-
son which includes bus transportation, the 
show, smorgasbord lunch at Shady Maple, 
and light refreshments. For reservations call 
Geri Kabara at 732-257-43451 no later than 
October 1, 2010.

Jennifer Riehl

Riehl Graduates 
Naval Training

Jennifer Riehl graduated from Naval 
Recruit Training Command, Great Lakes, 
Il., on July 1, 2010.  She graduated with 
the rank of Seaman 3rd Class, and received 
the 911 and Marksman awards.  During the 
graduation exercise, Jennifer had the honor 
of playing the clarinet with the Recruit Band, 
which was reviewed by Rear Admiral Clif-
ford S. Sharpe, USN Commander, Naval 
Service Training Command.  She will con-
tinue her training as a Sonar Technician for 
nine more weeks at Great Lakes before being 
transferred to San Diego, Ca, for continued 
schooling.  Jennifer is a 2005 graduate of 
South Amboy High School, and a 2009 
graduate of Ramapo College of NJ. Her proud 
parents are James and Kathy Riehl.

Former St. Mary’s Priests Appointed
Two priests who were formerly as-

signed to St. Mary’s Church have received 
recent appointments from Bishop Paul G. 
Bootkoski.  Father Joseph G. Celano has 
been appointed Episcopal Vicar of Somerset 
County, and Msgr. Daniel J. Herlihy has been 
appointed Episcopal Vicar of Middlesex 
County West.
In Memoriam

Matthew DeGirolamo, 64, formerly 
of South Amboy died on June 27.  He was 
owner/operator of DeGirolamo Roofing Co. 
in South Amboy for 40 years.  Marie Fedor, 
85, of Sayreville died on June 28.  She was a 
secretary at OLV School for 25 years.  Leon-
ard Blaszka, 68, of Sayreville died on July 
1.  He was a former Sayreville Democratic 
Committeeman and also a former Sayreville 
First Aid member.   Joseph Schmiedle, 86, 
of Parlin died on July 5.  He was a 31-year 
member of the Melrose Black Hawks Drum 
and Bugle Corps.   George Kelly, 86, of South 
Amboy died on July 7.  He served with the 
U.S. Marine Corps in World War II, and was 
a member of several Marine Corps organiza-
tions.  Kelly also was a member/treasurer of 
the South Amboy Senior Citizens.  Calvin 
Hunter, 43, of Sayreville died on July 11.  
He was owner/operator for Water Wizards in 
Sayreville for the last 20 years.  Joan Holton, 
80, of South Amboy died on July 19.  She 
was a very kind lady, and a graduate of St. 
Mary’s HS Class of ’47.

They will never be forgotten.

Talk Of The Town
continued from page 2

Hoffman Reunion
Harold G. Hoffman High School's 

12th Annual Multi-Class Reunion is set for 
Sunday, Aug. 15th, from 1-6 p.m. at Seabra's 
Armory Restaurant, Front St., Perth Amboy.  
The event will feature appetizers, buffet 
dinner, 3 side dishes, desserts, beer, sangria, 
soda, bottled water and coffee.  It's a great 
opportunity to renew old acquaintances 
from those great old days at the John Street 
campus. All the Purple & Gold Alumni 
should have a fun time reminiscing.  For 
reservations call 732-721-2956.
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Richie Katko of New Orleans took this photo of a Sayreville Board of Education vehicle 
near Petionville, Haiti, a suburb of Port au Prince.  He was there working with the Louisiana 
Haiti Sustainable Village Project;  the organization is providing earthquake relief to the 
stricken country.  Katko reports it is not unusual to see “repurposed” American municipal 
vehicles and equipment in Haiti.  However, he was surprised to come across one from his 
father’s hometown.
Richie is the son of Nick Katko, a member of the 1977 graduating class of Sayreville War 
Memorial H.S.  Nick, a longtime reader of The SA Times, now living in Kentucky, submitted 
Richie’s photo.

Mechanicsville 
Boys The Final 
Chapter

By June O’Leary
The following is a list of boys names 

who lived on lower Conover St. from the 
1940’s to 60’s while I was growing up in 
Mechanicsville (God’s Little Acre).

Jackie Gregor, Charles, James, and Jack 
Reilly, Zigmund “Ziggy” Norek, Bob and 
Dudey Saunders, Steve “Pickles” and Mark 
Malkiewicz (Marks), Anthony, Art, and Joe 
Scully, Mickey, Johnie, Armand and Vernon 
Stolte, Charlie and Whitey Bloodgood, Barry 
and Mark Scully, Jimmy, Billy, and Richard 
Scully, Eddie Sapoznik, Joe, Bill, Kenneth 
and Frank Stolte, Sonny Lesiak.

Caribbean Cruise
The Knights of Columbus Council 

2061, Sayreville, is running a Cruise to the 
southern Caribbean on April 30 to May 7, 
2011. We will start fron San Juan and stop 
at St. Thomas, St. Croix, Antigua, St. Lucia 
and Grenada. It is an all-inclusive cruise 
that starts with transportation (to and from) 
Parlin to Newark Airport, then fly to San 
Juan,PR to board the Serenade of the Sea.  
A Royal Caribbean ship. Prices range from 
$899.00pp for an inside cabin to $1179.00pp 
+ tax for a balcony. For more information, 
Contact Bill (732) 721-5436 or Ellie (Main 
St. Travel) at (732) 828-8800.
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Remember When?

Circa 1940-This group of young ladies starred at the Sacred Heart Minstrel,  and are 
pictured singing the “Shoo-Shoo Baby Chorus.”  The bevy of beauties could have easily 
performed on Broadway in New York City.  Pictured (l-r) Ann Zyskowski, Ruth Pietraszka, 
Marie Zamorski, Marge Dadan, “Dolly” Sobczak, Martha Orszulski, Lillian Pietraszka, Pauline 
Baker, and the young tap dancer in the front is Rita Joan Zamorski.  (Photo courtesy of 
Frank Ostrowski)

SUMMER LOVIN’, HAD ME A BLAST
By Henny The DJ

Last time I was talking about how relat-
ing different scenes from Romeo and Juliet 
to teenage years in South Amboy was the 
inroad I used in college to connect to all of 
Shakespeare’s writings. I made some boast 
about being able to compare the Balcony 
Scene to some of the dances at Sacred Heart 
and Hoffman and the Outdoor Summer 
Dances back in the fifties and sixties, but 
that has been proved to be a little harder to 
do than I thought.

What has not been difficult is to be 
able to see the parallels between teenage 
life in Verona of sixteenth century Italy and 
teenage life for all of us who hung at Gus 
Potts’, Tarallo’s, Kenny’s, Abbie’s, Vince 
Poulsen’s, Don’s Rec, The Jug, Prasnall’s, 
Tek’s, Jack’s Sweet Shoppe, O’Connor’s, 
Astarita”s, Lou Zall’s, Joe Smoke”s, The 
Tank, Hoffman’s Basketball Courts, et al. 
back in the day.                

Specifically, the one scene I’m talking 
about is Act II, Scene 4, and the setting is 
simply stated as “the street”. However you 
can bet that this part of “the street” is the 
part of Verona that Romeo and his friends 
frequented in their down time as much as 
we frequented our favorite “hangouts” like 
the ones I mentioned above.  

In this scene it is the morning after the 
Capuet’s ball and Romeo’s two best friends, 
Mercutio and Benvolio are anxiously await-
ing his appearance. When Romeo finally does 
arrive late and disheveled the testosterone 
filled banter between Romeo and Mercutio 
was esssentially the same conversation that 
I’d always heard all the Saturday mornings 
after all the dances and ball games and parties 
I’d attended with my friends in high school. 

“Where did you disappear to last night?” 
“Who were you with?” “What time did you 
get home?” “How far did you get?” 

And as I sat in the school library listening 
to world famous scene in this world famous 
play even in this difficult to decipher Eliza-
bethan archaic vocabulary, I knew exactly 
what was going on and I couldn’t help but 
smile. And I also knew that Shakespeare 
knew what it was to hang tough with the 
boys, to get tuned up before a dance, to get 
mesmerized by a beauty at a party, to rely 
on his friends for advice, to be part of a 
group of tight homies just like we did at Gus 
Pott’s Delicatessen in those long summer 
afternoons following those long summer 
nights of growing up in town in the fifties. 
And I somehow knew that The Bard and I 
would get along just fine.

The parallels don’t end with the after 
party banter when it comes to Shakespeare’s 
Verona and our 1950’s South Amboy. Both 
towns had a highly religious undertone, a 
young population that was well aware of each 
other’s status and who the heroes and villains 
were, a locale small enough to be navigated 
on foot, maybe not a place divided by two 
prominent families but certainly there was 
the Catholic and non Catholic factor , and 
the two distinct sports oriented high schools, 
and with the Summer dances and The Boat 
Club, and the high school hangouts plenty 
of opportunity for interaction.

With this in mind I have a bona fide 
Romeo and Juliet story that took place en-
tirely at The Tank the morning after a dance 
at Hoffman High School for you next time 
if you are still interested.

THE AGE OF METAL AND RUST
By Elaine Holton Scott

In front of the antique store was an old, 
metal porch glider with its original green-
colored, lead-based paint liberally scarred 
with rust.  Making a nostalgic clicking sound 
as it swung back and forth, it still glided 
smoothly on its metal side chains.   “Made to 
last,” the glider had done just that, becoming 
a relic from another age when metal and its 
nemesis, rust, had filled our lives.

During the decade of the ‘50s, the use of 
base metals, iron, tin, copper, and zinc, was 
in its heyday, and the sight of metal objects 
rusting in the open air was as common as the 
sight of the billboards along all the highways.  
On garbage day, dented metal garbage cans 
lined the streets, the old ones having eroded 
bottoms and rims with broken, jagged edges.  
In backyards, neglected bikes, metal drums, 
metal toy wagons, and anything else which 
had been left to the elements would be coated 
with the ugly color of rust as it tenaciously 
consumed the metal.  From rooftop antennae, 
metal outdoor furniture, to old advertising 
signs and license plates, we had lived in a 
world of metal and rust, with tetanus always 
in our shadow.  

Inside every home there had been lots 
of metal, too:  a metal telephone; a metal 
wind-up alarm clock; a metal kitchen gar-
bage container; a metal wastebasket; a metal 
pail to wash the linoleum-covered kitchen 
floor, a metal dustpan; metal church keys and 
bottle openers; a metal iron, a metal-backed 
ladies brush and mirror vanity set; metal 
ashtrays; metal cigarette lighters; metal 
fountain pens, metal razors with disposable 
metal blades, and usually a big, old metal 
washtub.  Women’s lipsticks came in metal 
tubes, and metal compacts held loose face 
powder.  Men’s work lunches were packed 
in metal lunch pails/buckets with metal 
thermoses inside, while children’s lunches 
were packed in metal lunch boxes, usually 
decorated with their favorite TV charac-

ters.  Inside every closet were clothes with 
metal zippers and metal snaps hanging on 
metal wire hangers. Tucked away somewhere 
would be a metal ice cooler, a metal toolbox, 
and a metal tackle box.  As long as the metal 
was untouched by lingering moisture, the 
metal objects remained untainted by rust.  

In those “pre-child safety days” of the 
1950s, “flimsy” base metals had been mass-
produced for making inexpensive children’s 
toys, some of them with pointy pieces sharp 
enough to slice through a finger as easily as 
a knife through hot butter.   “Be careful you 
don’t poke your eye out,” was a standard 
warning from our parents, and if we had 
poked our eyes out, it would have been our 
own faults for not being careful.  

Both little girls and little boys had all 
played with solid metal toys or toys and 
games having metal parts: Slinkys, erector 
sets, pails and shovels, Pick-up sticks, cars, 
trucks, toy soldiers,  tin “litho” dollhouses, 
pedal cars, train sets, Jack in the Boxes, Mr. 
Potato Heads, the original ones using real 
potatoes, Jacks, roller skates, and batons, 
being just some of them.   Since “killing 
games” had been popular, all children played 
with metal guns, rifles, and cap guns with 
“ammunition” bought on light red, paper 
rolls.  Teenaged boys had metal “toys” too.  
After the new, “uncrushable,” flat-topped 
soda and beer cans were first sold in the 
mid-50s, boys had used the empties as a 
test of strength, squeezing the cans around 
the middle with one hand.  Afterwards, the 
crushed cans would be tossed on the ground, 
where they’d rust away in the dirt.

By the late 1960s, as Lady Bird Johnson 
was ending the sight of billboards from our 
nation’s highways, plastic and aluminum 
products were putting an end to those made 
of base metals.  The Age of Metal and Rust 
was on its way to becoming just another 
old memory.
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70th Anniversary

Mr. and Mrs. George L. Selover of South 
Amboy celebrated their 70th Wedding 
Anniversary on July 3rd at Camillo’s 
Restaurant in Sayreville.  Selover and the 
former Emily Hansen were married July 4, 

1940 in Woodbridge.  Celebrating with their 
family were son George, his wife Suzanne 
and their family; their son Gary, his wife 
Jean, visiting from Lucedale, Mississippi; 
and their daughter, Carol Ann Kucharz, her 
husband Ken and their family.  They have 7 
grandchildren and 7 great grandchildren.
George was a Supervisor of the Billing and 
Rating Bureau for the Pennsylvania Railroad 
in New York for 40 years before retiring in 1980.  
He served in the U.S. Army in World War II.  
Emily worked for the family-owned Stewart’s 
Root Beer stand in Woodbridge for 25 years 
before retiring in 1945.  They are members of 
the Trinity Methodist Church in South Amboy 
and the South Amboy Seniors Organization.  
Congratulations, George & Emily!

Shore Gate celebrated the end of the A.R.M.S. Collection  Drive with their fourth annual 
picnic held on June 26.  Committee members, Bill Coons, Lina Dreesen, Bea Harvey and 
Joann Rossi organized the event which was an overwhelming success.  Our chef Dan 
DeBiase with the help of Abdiel Pino both did an excellent job at the grill. A.R.M.S. Director, 
Ronnie Micciulla and volunteer Kevin Wiater of Cardinal McCarrick High School attended 
the picnic.  Ronnie was presented with a check by Lina from the donations received from 
the residents.  Lt. Col. Jack O'Connell presented Kevin with a Challenge medal for his 
outstanding volunteer work.  
Pictured (l-r) are JoAnn Rossi, Kevin Wiater, Ronnie Micciulla, Lina Dreesen, Mayor John 
T. O'Leary, Bea Harvey, Fred Henry, Councilman Mark Noble & Jack O’Connell. (Photo/Info  
Submitted)

Jobs For Students
APPLICATIONS are now being ac-

cepted for the Middlesex County Youth 
Conservation Corps, whose mission is “to 
protect and preserve natural areas from mis-
use, polluters and the forces of nature” at the 
more than 7,000 acres of Open Space owned 
and maintained by Middlesex County.

Conservation Corps crew members 
earn $8.50 per hour and will work Satur-
days from Sept. 18 through Nov. 13. The 
hours required are 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. Work 
will primarily take place at County open 
spaces in Old Bridge, Monroe and South 
Brunswick. Students age 16 and over are 
encouraged to apply. 

Activities include trail building, litter 
clean-up, invasive species removal and 
wildlife habitat improvements. Applicants 
should be enthusiastic, self motivated and 
willing to work and learn as a part of a team. 
Also, applicants must have the capacity to 
walk several miles and stand for extended 
periods of time, a willingness to get dirty 
and work outdoors in various weather 
conditions and the ability to use various 
hand tools.  

“Our Youth Conservation Corps mem-
bers continue to be an integral part of our 
efforts to maintain beautiful, open lands for 
our residents to enjoy,” said Freeholder Ste-
phen J. “Pete” Dalina, chair of the County’s 
Parks and Recreation Committee. 

“We are very proud of our Youth Con-
servation Corps,” said Freeholder Director 
Christopher D. Rafano.  “Their hard work 
and dedication help keep Middlesex County 
clean and beautiful.”

Space is limited. Interested applicants 
should send a cover letter and application for 
employment to: Valerie Lysenko, Middlesex 
County Department of Parks and Recre-
ation, PO Box 661, New Brunswick, NJ  
08903. Applications can be downloaded at 
www.co.middlesex.nj.us/personnel/index.
asp. All applications must be received in 
the office by Aug. 16, 2010. 

For more information or to obtain a 
complete job description and application, 
call (732) 745-3064.

Judge Hoffman 
continued from page 1

people didn’t know how much he knew about 
the history of South Amboy.  We had many 
great conversations about the city’s past.  He 
was a student of the city of South Amboy, and 
a great individual, and someone that we can 
think about as one of those individuals that 
made our city what it is today.”

Chief LaVigne shared his favorite mem-
ory of Judge Hoffman, whom he had known 
for many years. “When I was a police officer 
working for Sgt. Ken Szatkowski and we 
needed a warrant signed by Judge Hoffman, 
I was sent to the South Amboy Waterfront 
beach area, before there were any homes 
down there to locate the judge.  I assumed 
he was out for a stroll.  I was a rookie and 
had my uniform neatly pressed and shoes 
shined, and out in the surf with a pair of 
waders and a fishing pole, I saw a silhouette 
of a man that I was told by some passersby 
was Judge Hoffman.  I approached him very 
respectfully, called to him, and he said, ‘Oh 
Darren, just a minute.’  I was surprised he even 
knew my name at the time.  He reeled in the 
pole and came out of the surf and stood on 
the Waterfront, signed the warrant, and asked 
me a few questions about the case and how 
things were going, and also welcomed me to 
the job.  I remember the tide coming in and I 
was trying to avoid getting wet, but it’s one of 
my fondest and first memories of the judge, 
seeing him in that environment as someone 
who really loved life.  He was a very brilliant, 
good, decent and honest man.”

Chief LaVigne’s comments were most 
poignant,  “Judge Hoffman was a tremen-
dously talented, compassionate individual, 
who moderated over our local court system 
and community, while providing true justice 
with fairness, firmness, empathy and resolve.  
No one could do it better than Judge Hoff-
man.”

The South Amboy PBA 63 wishes to 
thank the following for their part in the 
creation of the Judge Joseph C. Hoffman 
Wildlife Refuge: Pat & Becky McCarthy; 
McKeon Brothers for equipment; Al’s Auto 
Body; Munck’s for materials; Wallantine 
Garden Center of Sayreville for trees.  All 
the work and stone was donated by PBA 63.  
Great  job!
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The talented and popular Shadow Road band, led by Sayreville’s own Brian Bottomly 
(2nd from left) entertained  thousands of people who attended St. Stan’s Carnival recently.  
(Photo by Tom Burkard)

Glen Burtnik & Friends gave an outstanding performance at the Sayreville Sparkles 2010 
Independence Day Celebration at Kennedy Park.  (Photo by Brian Stratton)

Rumbles From The ‘98 Rock ‘N’ Roll 
Reunion

By Clem Skarzynski

Hey kids.  First  off, congrats to Mr. Jerry 
Ust, Director of Recreation and his entire 
staff at the Sayreville Dept. of Recreation for 
putting together a fantastic day of celebration 
at Kennedy Park  for “Sayreville Sparkles 
2010 Independence Day Celebration.”  This 
year’s crowd was a record-breaker, estimated 
at 15,000, with an SRO crowd by 7 p.m.!  

The entertainment, supplied by “Here’s 
To Life,” “The Ruggs,” and popular national 
performer Glen Burtnick and Friends, was 
awesome!  Local  residents and Beatle fans, 
Frank and Rita Januzzi of Parlin were front 
and center “singin’ and dancin’ along to 
Glen & Friends set of Beatles songs.  So, 
you know they rocked!

This year’s fireworks, provided by 
Garden State, were the best in years!  1,400 
shells graced the evening sky in beautiful 
patterns.  With the face painting, food eat-
ing, and baking contests, and a vast array of 
food vendors, it was a great day and evening.  
Tremendous job, Jerry & Co.!

It was a pleasant “Rockdaddy and 
Rockdaddy-ette” Reunion at the park 
too, with newlyweds Tim and Holly Fee,  
newlyweds (July 17th) Fran and Sue Fee, 
newly-retired Richie Standowski and wife 
Donna, honorary guitarist and vocalist, 
Mr. SA Times himself, Tom Burkard, and 
myself, the writer.

Ya know, for many years, the Sayreville-
South Amboy All-Stars and The Rockdaddys 
performed at the park set up on that infamous 

concrete slab out in the sun!  Now, the bands 
have an awesome mobile stage with light-
ing and air-conditioned trailers to “relax 
and hang out between acts!”  Well, some 
of us “oldsters” had to “pave the way” for 
modern rock concert technology!  Rock on 
youngsters!  Hey, gotta tell ya.  Got to the 
show around 4 p.m. and got to hear locals 
“The Ruggs” on the stage.  All I can say is 
“WOW!”  These cats (and kitten) rocked!  
With Mike Lefton, former guitarist of 
“Rosedale,” they just rocked with some great 
Blues and Classic Rock.  Greatness on the 
horizon for sure!

In this SA Times issue,  Phantom Writer 
“Buckdaddy Flash” will be entertaining us 
with an original “Play on the Words” of 
popular songs we listen to.  I’ve seen quite 
a few of the “Phantom’s creations.  You’re 
gonna like ‘em.  Stay tuned.

Also, kiddies, don’t forget Sat. Sept. 
18th at the Park.  The 2nd Annual “Blast 
From The Past” ‘Cars and Guitars’ will 
feature D.J. Richie Flash with the “Just Us 
Cruisers” Car Club, with tons of hot rods, 
customs, and bikes on display, and live music 
from Sayreville’s (Morgan, that is) 1st garage 
band, “Roger Johnson and The Hubcaps, and 
Clifton, N.J. guitarist Mr. Rick Jackson with 
“Just Cruisin.”  Sound reinforcement will be 
provided by Melrose’s own Emmie Jones 
and Basement Audio.  Fun begins at 5 p.m.  
For info call 732-390-7092, 732-390-7096 
or 732-824-2019. 

Bon Jovi Injured At Concert
By Tom Burkard

On July 9th, at the New Meadowlands 
Stadium, Sayreville’s own Jon Bon Jovi 
suffered a torn calf muscle while perform-
ing a cover of The Dave Clark Five’s “Glad 
All Over.”  He said onstage that, “My calf 
muscle just blew out!  I got another leg.  I 
don’t need this one.”

The gutsy performer, who is one of the 
best-conditioned musicians in the world, and 
can be proven by his high-energy concerts 

that include lots of activity, running, jump-
ing, and dancing, bravely limped back for 
an encore “Livin’ On A Prayer.”

A video on YouTube showed John 
limping across the stage, and after taking 
a final bow, was helped off  by keyboard 
player David Bryan.  It was announced that 
the band will not cancel any of its summer 
stadium concert dates. 

Sayreville’s own outstanding violinist, Taylor Hope Bernosky (2nd from right) is pictured 
with her parents and sister,  prior to performing at St. Stan’s Carnival.  In photo (l-r) Bree 
Bernosky, John Bernosky, Taylor, and Laurel Bernosky.  (Photo by Tom Burkard)

Hope On TV 
Channel

On July 11th, Sayreville’s talented 
violinist, Taylor Hope had a live video 
chat online at Ustream.TV channel.  We’re 
told that it went very well, and the future is 
certainly looking bright for Taylor!

#1 Pop Hits On July 
31
2002-Hot In Herre-Nelly
1997-I’ll Be Missing You-Puff Daddy
1983-Every Breath You Take-The Police
1975-The Hustle-Van McCoy
1968-Grazing In The Grass-Hugh Maseke-
la
1959-Lonely Boy-Paul AnkaLocals Played At 

World’s Fair
One of South Amboy’s great Rock ‘n’ 

Roll bands of the 60’s, The Austin Four, 
performed at the World’s Fair in New York 
on August 12, 1965.  The talented musicians 
consisted of Ricky “Ricky J.” Jarusiewicz, 
John Klimkiewicz, Wayne Turback and 
Tom Kelly. 

#1 Country Hits On 
July 31
1994-Summertime Blues-Alan Jackson
1987-The Weekend-Steve Wariner
1971-I’m Just Me-Charley Pride
1963-Ring Of Fire-Johnny Cash

Music Trivia
Rock ‘N’ Roll-Part 2

By Tom Burkard

1.__Rock With You a.Steppenwolf

2.__Rock ‘N Roll Fantasy b.Brenda Lee

3.__Rock Me c.John Fogerty

4.__Rock The Casbah d.Michael Jackson

5.__Rockin’ Me e.Bad Company

6.__Rock You Like A Hurricane f.The Clash

7.__Rock Your Body g.The Scorpions

8.__Keep On Rockin’ In The Free World h.Steve Miller

9.__Rock-A-Hula Baby i.Justin Timberlake

10._Rockin’ Pneumonia & Boogie Woogie Flu j.Neil Young

11._Rockin’ All Over The World k.Elvis Presley

12._Rockin’ Around The Christmas Tree l.Johnny Rivers

Answers
1d 2e 3a 4f 5h 6g 7i 8j 9l 10l 11c 12b.

Locals Went To 
Woodstock In ‘69

Four St. Mary’s High School graduates 
were part of history in August 1969, when 
they drove to  upstate New York for the now 
legendary Woodstock Musical Festival.  At 
the time, Gene Cross and Maurice Nadeau, 
were recent ’69 St. Mary’s grads who took 
the trip along with Ralph Scully ’67, and the 
late Tom “T.C.” Conlon.  Watch next month’s 
issue of The SA Times for their memories of 
that “Wild Weekend” of long ago. 

Pilgrimage/ 
Christmas Concert

The OLV Senior Group is sponsoring 
a bus trip to the Padre Pio Shrine in Barto, 
Pennsylvania on Sunday, November 28, 
2010. The bus will leave the OLV lower 
parking lot at 9:30AM and return at 5:30PM. 
The cost of the trip is $30.00 a person and 
includes the bus, concert, and light refresh-
ments. Please bring a brown bag lunch. For 
reservations call Geri at 732-257-4351 no 
later than November 21, 2010.

Rock And Rant
By Rev. Buck Daddy Flash

This month’s Rock is not quite rock, but 
these songs move me as much as any rock 
song.  We have 2 songs this month, “New 
York, New York,” and “My Way,” sung by 
Frank Sinatra.  Today we pay tribute to a 
man we all love to hate.  A man who bought 
a dormant Yankees team and made them 
champions, just like they were in decades 
past.  He was not afraid to spend money 
in order to carry on an American legacy.  
Yankee fans hated him every time he fired 

Billy Martin, but loved him when he became 
the dark lord of the Evil Empire and stole 
free agent stars from the likes of the Boston 
Red Sox.  George ,  I always loved hearing 
Frankie sing “New York, New York,” when 
I left Yankee Stadium with a win under our 
belts.  So, we need to hear it again in honor 
of your passing.  But, one song will not do.  
Frankie sang it, Paul Anka wrote it, and you 
did it, “My Way.”  Your way kept the Yankee 
Tradition strong.  You will be missed.
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School Sports
By Tom Burkard

McCarthy Tough 
In Texas

Mike McCarthy, a talented 6-2, 215-
pound soph catcher for University of Texas-
Pan American  (UTPA) turned in a fine year 
by batting .295 with 43 hits, 3 home runs, 
and 23 RBI.  UTPA finished 22-23 in 2010. 
McCarthy, son of legendary Hoffman H.S. 
catcher, Joe “Moose” McCarthy played as a 
freshman at the University of Vermont.

He is currently playing over the summer 
in the prestigious Jayhawk League in Kan-
sas for the  Liberal Kansas BJ’s and hitting 
.425.  The team’s GM is former big league 
player/manager Mike Hargrove.

Ciumei In Snapple 
Bowl

Cardinal McCarrick’s Chris Ciumei, 
who was chosen as one of the 2010 Bill 
Denny Scholar-Athlete recipients in April, 
recently had a chance to showcase his foot-
ball skills one more time, playing in the 
prestigious Snapple Bowl XVII game.

Sayreville Legion Scores 62 Runs In 2 Games!
Coach Tim Ballard’s Sayreville Junior 

American Legion team has had an outstand-
ing season, racking up a fine 10-3 record to 
date.  Most recently, the club turned in two 
unbelievable performances, blasting Fords 
29-4, and really smokin’ Monroe, 33-1, to 
outscore their opponents by a combined 62-5 
in two contests!  Unbelievable!

The top hitters on the talented Sayreville 

squad include first baseman Dan Seaman, 
shortstop Christian Campbell, outfielder 
Matt Rivera, catchers Mike Carey and Ryan 
Pearce, second sacker Matt Bouthillette, 
and infielder Nick Ungano.  The top-notch 
pitchers  have been Campbell, Scott Griffin, 
and Chris Drabik.  Assisting Coach Ballard 
are Jeff Toth and Rob Arvanites.

Bombers Tennis Team 21-1
Once again, Sayreville’s superb boys’ 

tennis coach, Mike Provenza guided his club 
to an off-the-charts 21-1 record!   The Bomb-
ers were chosen Team of the Year by The 
Star Ledger, which also picked the Doubles 
team of Patrick Khaleel-Nick Szamreta to 
its All-Middlesex 1st Team.

The talented tennis squad just missed a 
perfect season, when it fell to West Windsor-
Plainsboro South, 4-1 in the CJ Group IV 
Tourney.  Amar Karki notched the only point, 

winning in straight sets in third singles.
Leading the way for Sayreville was Matt 

Musyoka, who went 17-4 in First Singles.  
GMC Second Singles Champion, Tanay 
Patel was 17-2, while Amar Karki turned 
in a 18-2 mark at Third Singles.  

Coach Provenza’s boys won their third 
consecutive GMC White Division title.  In 
5 years at the helm, Provenza has put up a 
stellar 104-23 record.

Bulman Selected Best
Softball Player In NJ 

If the name Bulman sounds familiar, it 
should because it is definitely a prominent 
name in South Amboy. Casey Bulman, 
chosen softball “Player of the Year” by 
The Star Ledger for the entire state of New 
Jersey, actually starred for St. John Vianney 
in Holmdel.  Her dad, Bill was a talented 
second baseman for St. Mary’s H.S. in the 
mid 60’s, and went on to become one of the 
greatest girls’ high school basketball coaches 
in New Jersey history, while guiding St. 
John Vianney to many championships, and 
outstanding records.

Bill’s Dad, and Casey’s late grandfather, 
Frank “Hank” Bulman was also a top-notch 
baseball player for the Eagles in the late 
1920’s.  Many locals will remember him 
from when he was the owner/operator of 

Bulman’s Shell , a service station which was 
located on North Stevens Ave.,  where John 
Auto Center, Inc. currently operates.

Casey who is an infielder, saw most of 
her playing time at shortstop, and turned in 
an incredible year with the Lancers, putting 
up such mind-boggling numbers like 58 
hits in 85 at-bats, for a .682 batting avg., 37 
runs, 20 doubles, 3 triples, 10 home runs, 
29 bases-on-balls (13 intentional), 51 RBI, 
a .748 on-base pct., 1.341 slugging pct., 
and only struck out 3 times in 119 plate 
appearances.

Bulman’s power numbers jumped dra-
matically in her senior year.  She had a total 
of 87 hits during her first 3 years, of which 
55 were singles.  As a junior, she ripped 37 
hits and batted .569, with 27 RBI. 

Locals Picked To 
All-State

The Star Ledger chose the following 
local athletes to All-State teams: South 
Amboy-Boys Tennis First Singles-Kevin 
Kotsak, 3rd Team All Group 1; Sayreville-
Boys Track Triple Jump-Emeka Eze,  3rd 
Team All Group 4; Cardinal McCarrick-
Boys Track 100-Taylor Clark, 2nd Team 
All-Non-Public; Cardinal McCarrick-Boys 
Track High Jump-Morice Isaac.  Congratu-
lations to all!

Shereyka Chosen 
To All-Area

Cardinal McCarrick’s talented junior 
shortstop, Jennifer Shereyka  was a 1st Team 
All-Area selection by Home News Tribune.  
She batted an outstanding .544, which was 
#2 in the county, and also Blue Division.  
In addition, she slugged a county-leading 7 
triples; 11 doubles;  4 home runs; scored 30 
runs, and knocked in 30.  Jen hit safely in 17 
of her team’s 20 games, and also put together 
two 6-game hitting streaks.  She topped the 
Lady Eagles with 12 stolen bases, and her 
on-base percentage was close to 65%.

Congratulations, Jennifer!

Beselinoff : All Area
First Team

Sayreville Bombers talented golfer, Joe 
Beselinoff was a 1st Team All-Area selection 
by Home News Tribune.  He was easily the 
Blue & Gray’s best golfer all season long, 
and won team MVP for the second straight 
year.  The senior standout shot a 78 in the 
GMC Tournament to finish in a tie for 8th 
place.  Congratulations, Joe!

Cardinal McCarrick’s Jennifer Shereyka 
makes the throw from shortstop to first to get 
the runner out.  In addition to her outstanding 
batting Jennifer is an excellent defensive 
player.  (Photo by Brian Stratton)
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Former South Amboy/Sayreville resident, Bill “Biff” McKeon (r) recently managed the 
Evansville Otters minor league baseball team, and his son Jeff (l) coached first base.  
(Photo courtesy of Mike Adamoski)

“Biff” McKeon Manages For The Last Time
By Tom Burkard

South Amboy native, Bill “Biff” McKe-
on, 77, volunteered to manage the Evansville 
Otters baseball team in the Frontier League, 
in what he said he knew would be the last 
time he managed a team.  McKeon, who 
normally works in the Otters radio booth as 
a commentary person on 91.5 FM, stepped 
up to the plate, when top brass fired manager 
Wayne Krenchicki and the entire coaching 
staff after a dismal 15-27 start.  Andy Mc-
Cauley was hired for the post, but had other 
personal matters to attend, and couldn’t ar-
rive immediately, so McKeon took on the 
challenge to guide Evansville.

McKeon’s two-day stint as interim 
manager was an ultimate experience due to 
the fact that he also coached third base, and 
his son Jeff coached first base,  while interim 

pitching coach Rusty Seymour and his father 
J.R., who served as bench coach, also helped 
the Otters in the transition.  “It was such a 
pleasure.  I don’t think there has ever been 
two fathers and sons coaching on the same 
team in minor league baseball,” McKeon 
said.   He also added that it was a memory 
he will always cherish, and also will have a 
picture hanging in his living room from the 
special moment.  The Otters were 1-1 during 
McKeon’s brief stay at the helm.

McKeon’s baseball resume is endless, 
having played, managed, coached and 
scouted in professional baseball his entire 
life.  “I’m just glad that I got to get down 
on a field one last time before I pass on,” 
he said.  Congratulations Biff and Jeff and 
your great accomplishment!

Kevin Mulvey of Sayreville is currently pitching for the Reno Aces in the Triple A Pacific 
Coast League.  Property of the Arizona Diamondbacks Major League Baseball Club,  he has 
won 5 of his last 6 decisions, and has a 5-6 record in 19 starts, with 107.2 innings pitched, 
75 strikeouts (2nd most on the team), and an ERA of 4.85.  Kevin has been outstanding 
recently, and  locals are hopeful that he will be back with Arizona during the second half of 
2010.  (Photo courtesy of the Reno Aces/David Calvert)

Yearbook-Sayreville 1965    By Tom Burkard

The Animals topped the pop charts 
with “The House of the Rising Sun,” in 
early September 1964, as the Sayreville War 
Memorial HS Class of ’65 began its final 
year.   In November, LBJ beat Goldwater 
for the presidency.  

Popular teachers at Sayreville were: 
Charles Koenigsberg, Vija Hazners, Maria 
Galgano, George Marotta, Edward Weber, 
Roseann O’Donnell, John Resh. ..Senior 
Class officers were: President-John McCar-
thy; V.P.-Lawrence Wallace; Treas.-Kathy 
Kelly; Sec.-Mary Jude Elwood.  

School activities included Teens Against 
Polio; Save The Children Foundation; Cloth-
ing Drive; March of Dimes Candy Day…A 
new policy was introduced which organized a 
permit system in the parking lot.  Linda Beck 
was Editor-In-Chief of the yearbook.  Mary 
Ann Rusin and Frank Bameburg had the lead 
roles in the Junior-Senior Play, “Seventeen.”  
The musical production, “Camelot” was held 
April 22-24 and was a smash hit…Thomas 
Strugala was Student Council President, and 
Martin Marrazo-V.P.  Alan Gwizdak was 
Editor-In-Chief of “Echo Lite,” the school 
newspaper.  Mary Jude Elwood was captain 
of the Color Guard.

Outstanding senior athletes included 
perhaps the greatest basketball player in the 
school’s history, Jeff Osowski, who was the 
county’s leading scorer, All-County, All-
State, and all-everyting, and also excelled 
at Track & Field.  He became the county’s 
all-time leading scorer in 1965.  Other fine 
Bombers’ athletes were John Karlowitz, who 
starred in baseball, football and basketball,  
William Trzaska, Robert Burdak, Gary 
Bodak, Glenn Lemerich, Robert Nita, Paul 
Slovik, James Van Fossen, John Wojcik.

Some of the Class of ’65 selected 
randomly include: Lois Bailey, the late 
Richard Biesiada, Barbara Brand, Joseph 
Carter, Marcie Carver, Patricia Daire, Bar-
bara DeBiase, Eugene Dobrzynski, Richard 

Donnelly, Janice Esser, Collette Farrell, 
Patricia Ford, Eleanor Geleta, James Green-
haus,  the late Robert Grover, Alice Horn, 
Anna Hyde, Kathryn Kath, William Kehoe, 
William Kenny, Marie Kittstein, George 
Komosinski, Daniel Kosmoski, Lawrence 
Krainski, Raymond Kurzawa, Carol Loper, 
Thomas Mitsock, Joseph Myers, Joyce 
Molnar, Carol Newmark, Theresa Nowaj, 
John Noble, Rosemarie Opiola, Maryann 
Petner, Merilin Popp, Richard Reess, Eileen 
Salmon, Bernard Scully, Joseph Storrs Jr., 
Louis Soos, Mary Ellen Sullivan, John and 
Robert Travisano, Wayne Turback, Kevin 
Wolfe, Rosemary Yanotka.

The Class of ’65 had some cute nick-
name.  Do you remember any of the fol-
lowing?  Cookie, Bobo, Bod, Boz, Box, 
Tut, Glassie, Blondie, Moonbeam, Mary 
Canary, Bowzer, Swecker, Wombat, Dizzy, 
Jelly, Fuzzie, Gets, Cat, Slick, Needles, The 
Streak, Klinker, Babe, Butch, Doc, Frizzy, 
Uncle Miltie, Herc, Woody, Buffer, Monk, 
Oscar, Puddles, Pooch, Cleo, Squid, Beatle, 
Hopper, Trip, Goat, Ringo, Chico, Meatball, 
Chip, Zeke.

On Graduation Day, Barbara Porter was 
Valedictorian, William Hausler-Salutatorian, 
and Maryann Mercer-Tertiarian.

SWMH was really alive back in ’65, 
with super sports teams, and fundraisers for 
charities by the caring young adults, who 
really made their mark on society in such 
a positive way.  Long live Sayreville War 
Memorial H.S. Class of 1965!

Winery Trip
Sayreville AARP Chapter #4853 will 

sponsor a trip to Renault Winery, NJ and 
Smithville on Octber 6. Package Includes:  
Bus transportation, Wine testing with lunch, 
visiting the town of Smithville.  Price of 
trip will be $50.00, but does not include tip. 
For more information and to reserve, call 
Sarah 732-238-8049 or Chan at 732-721-
1572.
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Phillips Music Now 
Worldwide

Former South Amboy resident and ’58 
St. Mary’s High graduate, John Phillips is 
now a member of the Worldwide Yamaha 
Keyboard Club, which is made up of people 
from many countries who share music and 
help each other with problems.  Phillips, a 
very talented performer, can be heard by go-
ing online to the Club’s site: www.psrtutorial.
com.  To hear some of John’s great tunes, 
click on SONGS, then click on PERFORM-
ERS, and look down to the left for John P, 
and click on that to see his profile and listen 
to his many excellent songs.

Incidentally, John has been out of action 
for awhile after having two knee replace-
ments in the last six months, but continues 
to make magic with his music.  Get well 
soon, John!

Brian Wilson To 
Release
New Album

“Brian Wilson Reimagines Gershwin” 
will be released on Aug. 17th.  Known as the 
“genius” songwriter of most of The Beach 
Boys greatest hits, Wilson’s new album 
contains “reimagined” classics, including 
two new Wilson/Gershwin collaborations.  
This should really be interesting!

The Profit$
continued from page 4

professed to be much of a singer.
Bob:  (laughing) Yeah, it was more of 

a novelty act kind of thing, Joe D.  But one 
of the things I enjoyed the most is that we 
got better and better in our vocals all round, 
including our harmonies and backups.  
Mike and I would do “What’s Your Name” 
together, a two-part harmony ballad by 
Don & Juan. It had that sweet little acapella 
shoobay-doo-bwop-wah-dah at the end.  And 
with songs like “Testify” by the Parliaments, 
all four voices were in there.

Tom:  Where else did you perform?  
Tim:  Sayreville High, Frog Hollow, 

South Amboy summer teen nights . . .  up 
at Christ Church, Sacred Heart . . .  

Joe:  And Spotswood, don’t forget.  
Mike Henry had to dodge a flying bottle 
of something the second but last time we 
played there.

Bob:  I think someone asked for a song, 
and we said it’d be coming up shortly.  

Except they wanted to hear it, like, now. 
Or was that at Sayreville?   We also played 
a couple of frat parties.  One was up at Ste-
vens Institute of Technology, where John 
Crowley and I sat in on drums for Timmy 
for some reason – and remember, they were 
difficult foot pedals to fill – and another up 
at Seton Hall. The Seton Hall gig paid us 
something like $450, the most we ever got 
for one job.

Tom:  How much did bands typically 
make back then?  

Jim:  (laughing) We made a ton of 
money!  I think at the time it was between 
$75 and $125 split five ways.  I dreamed of 
putting a down payment on a Vette.

Tim:  Pretty good money, really, when 
you consider my original drum kit cost 
$500.

Bob:  If I remember it right, that very 
first dance actually paid all of $45 total – eight 
bucks apiece.  Hard to believe.  

But early on we poured all our profits 
back into the band to buy our own sound 
system and other equipment.  And we all 
remember bouncing home with our brand 
new Bogen amp and column loudspeakers 
in our pal Chud’s (Gene Chodkiewicz) [sp?] 
old wagon – a Chevy Nomad or something 
like it? We’re zipping along Rte. 9 when all 
of a sudden there’s this bang! as we blow a 
tire. Chud yells something like, “Hold on, 
boys, we’re going in!” as he muscles the 
car onto the grass median approaching the 
Edison Bridge.  Funny as hell.

Joe:  Especially when we saw that the 
tire was more like an inner tube.  Gave us 
a good indication of what to expect from 
the spare!    

Part 3 - Aug. Issue
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Old Friends

1976-Katherine “Katie” Jaskowiak (l) and her good friend Martha Holton (r) are shown sitting 
on the front wall of Katie’s home  on Conover St. in the Mechanicsville section of South 
Amboy.   Both fine ladies have passed away, but are never forgotten.  (Photo courtesy of 
Carol Scully, formerly of South Amboy)

Events At Dowdell
Come join us at the Dowdell Public Library of South Amboy (adjacent to High School) 

for these upcoming Youth Service events! Registration is required for all activities, please 
call or stop by to sign up.

KIDS take time to Make a SPLASH & READ!
Sign up for the SUMMER READING CHALLENGE: PRIZES!!!
Up and Coming Themes:  Game Week, Aquarium Week, Pirate Week, Sea Creature 

Week, and Tech Week!
Tot Time:  ages 2 and under:  Monday, August 2, 9, 16, 23 @ 11:30 am
Story & Craft:  3-5 year olds:  Wednesday, August 4, 11, 18, 25 @ 3:30 pm
Story & Craft:  5 year olds & up:  Friday, August 6, 13, 20, 27 @ 3:30 pm
Special Event: Kitty Jones as GRACE THE PIRATE! Thursday August 12 @ 3:30 

pm
Special Event:  ROBOT-M.C. Blue Wednesday August 25 @ 3:30 pm
YOUNG ADULT PROGRAMS
Knitting Circle:  Teens and Adults:  Tuesday August 3 & 17 @ 6:30 pm
Teen Book Talk: New Members Welcome:  Thursday August 5 @ 6:30 pm 
Book Selection:  “Charles and Emma The Darwins’ Leap of Faith” by D. Heiligman
A World of Games:  Wii Games: Thursday August 12 @ 6:30 pm, You Can do the 

RUBICK’S CUBE Tuesday August 31@ 6 PM
A World of Crafting:  “Create a Book Purse” Thursday August 19 @ 6 pm
A World of Fashion:  PROJECT RUNWAY Thursday August 26 @ 6PM
SAVE THE DATES: FREE PROGRAMS!
Coming this Summer @ the Sadie Pope Dowdell Library
 “GRACE THE PIRATE”:  INTERACTIVE THEATER
Thursday, August 12 – 3:30 pm 
We can’t wait to see you soon at the Sadie Pope Dowdell Library in South Amboy! 
Contact us for more details at 732.721.6060, dowdell.wirenode.mobi or comments@

dowdell.org 

Golf Outing-Sept. 22
Cardinal McCarrick/St. Mary’s High 

School will be holding a Golf Outing on 
Sept. 22 at Pebble Creek Golf Club, Colts 
Neck.  The purpose of the event is for parents, 
alumni and friends to enjoy a great day of 
golf while generating revenue that will be 
applied to the Eagle Fund Drive and used 
to benefit students by providing scholar-
ships, need-based financial aid, program and 
technology improvement as well as campus 
life upgrades.

There are many ways to participate in 
the Golf Outing: Playing, Sponsoring, or 
Donating Gifts.  Golf Participation includes 
Continental breakfast, 18 holes of golf with 
GPS cart, BBQ Lunch, prizes and much 
more!  Cost is $125 per golfer, $475 per 
foursome.

Sponsorship opportunities are: $2500-
Lunch Sponsor-includes foursome and large 
banner recognition; $1000-Breakfast Spon-
sor-Large banner and recognition; $500-
Closest to the Pin Sponsor; $250-Beverage 
Cart; $700-Foursome with Hole Sponsor; 
$225-Hole Sponsor; $75-Cart Sponsor.  
There is also a Hole In One Contest where 
you can win a car.  All Sponsor Levels in-
clude sign recognition and mention in our 
program.  

Cardinal McCarrick HS is an IRS des-
ignated 501 (C) 3 organization.  Contribu-
tions are deductible to the maximum amount 
allowed by law.

The schedule is as follows: 7:30 a.m.-
Registration/Breakfast; 9 a.m.-Shotgun 
Start, 18 holes of Golf with GPS Cart; 1 
p.m.-BBQ Lunch.  Prizes will be awarded 
for closest to the pin; longest drive; door 
prizes; raffles; 50/50.  

RSVP all registrations by 8/15/2010 for 
this great event!  For more information call 
Maureen Kemble 732-721-0748 x243. 

WWW.?

If you’ve been around Sayreville or South Amboy, you should know what and where this is.  
Send your answers to: satimes@aol.com.  Good luck!  (Photo by Tom Burkard)

June Winners

Sir:
Very recently, an old friend introduced 

me to your exceedingly enjoyable publica-
tion.  You produce an excellent mixture of 
the old and the new.  It was nostalgic surf-
ing through the pages of archived issues, 
bringing back many happy memories and at 
other times, sadness, when finding an obit 
of an old friend.

Sincerely,
Don Novak
Sayreville HS Class of ‘52

Tom,
Keep up the “fantastic” work you do 

on the greatest paper we all wait for each 
month!

God Bless,
June O’Leary
South Amboy

Tom,
I enjoy reading The SA Times online.  

The color is super!  Once a month, I visit my 
“old” hometown, and call up a memory or two 
from the past.  Thanks for what you do.

Regards,
John “Flip” Phillips
(Formerly of  South Amboy)

about a great family man, community leader, 
someone who was always there to help 
people, not only in his neighborhood before 
being on the council, but also the Babe Ruth 
League, and being involved with youth.  As 
a council member, he was always there to try 
to do the right thing.  He was an advocate of 
the young, and the old, and put many hours 
into seeing the city grow.  Russ will be greatly 
missed by not only the City Council, but the 
entire City of South Amboy.”

South Amboy Police Chief Darren 
LaVigne knew Stillwagon for many years, 
and shared some of his fondest memories.  
“When I think of Russ Stillwagon, I think 
of Coach Stillwagon.  I was very fortunate 
to have had Russ as my Babe Ruth League 
coach when I was a young teenager.  He was 
a volunteer fireman in the Mechanicsville 
Fire Co., and from the time I was 7 or 8 
years old, the Memorial Day Parade used 
to start in Mechanicsville.  There would be 
gatherings and it would be a very festive 
event.  After the parade there would be 
refreshments back at the firehouse, and Mr. 
Stillwagon always made sure that the kids 
had a hot dog and glass of Birch Beer, and he 
was very kind to all the kids in the neighbor-
hood, and that was the first time I met him, 
and thought the world of him.  Later on, 
Drew Newcomb, Mike Scully and myself, 
and Drew’s dad, who was a fireman in the 
company, and knew Mr. Stillwagon well, 
would go for rides in his little Volkswagen 
car after fires had been put out.  Back then, 
the Disney movie, “The Love Bug” was 
popular, and Volkswagen’s were popular cars 
and he’d take us up and down the streets of 
Mechanicsville, and we thought it was great!  
He was a tremendously wonderful person, 
great with children.  Over the last few years, 
I got to see him at the Pinewood Derby.   He 
went as a guest judge, and just watching him 
interact with children even recently, was a 
tremendously rewarding experience, to see 
one of our community leaders be that nice 
to the citizenry of South Amboy.”

Al Ust, who was Stillwagon’s teammate 

Stillwagon Passing
continued from page 1

in the South Amboy Fast Pitch Softball 
League in the 60’s recalled that, “We played 
for the Knights of Columbus team, and I 
believe we won the league or finished near 
the top the one year I played for them.  Russ 
was a wonderful person, who everybody 
liked.  He always had a smile and was also 
a gifted pitcher.  He was the main pitcher 
for our K of C team, and he threw a curve, 
riser, and an assortment of pitches that left 
hitters unhinged.  South Amboy had some 
good league pitchers such as “Whitey” 
Witkowski, Ronnie Ciszewski, and Bob 
Kenny to name a few.  Russ did not take a 
backseat to any of them.   Goes to show you 
how talented he was.”

I remember Russ as an outstanding 
baseball coach with Mechanicsville, who 
was highly competitive and loved to win.  
It was always a challenge when my Babe 
Ruth championship teams, Raritan River 
Railroad in 1977, and Mario’s Sub Shop in 
’78 took on Russ’ club.  I can still picture his 
right-hand man, and assistant coach, the late 
Pete Huryk, who was a terrific guy, helping 
Russ plan game strategies against us.

Another memory I will always have 
of Russ is when one Sunday, when I was 
driving through the Hole-In-The-Wall, I saw 
him painting over the graffiti on the wall.  
This effort, all alone and on a weekend, to 
keep his First Ward clean, proved to me how 
much he loved South Amboy, and what a 
truly dedicated councilman he was.

What a wonderful legacy Russ Still-
wagon has left behind, to the countless people 
he has touched through his life, whether it 
was teaching youngsters how to play baseball 
or football, or showing them good example 
with the Boy Scouts.  In addition, you have 
to appreciate his fine efforts as a councilman  
to make the town he loved even better for 
future generations. 

His sparkling eyes, bright smile, and 
happy, uplifting personality will be sadly 
missed, but always remembered.  God 
Bless Russ! 

Last month’s picture was a tough one 
for our dedicated readers.  Bill Garnett’s 
fine photo contribution was of the Center for 
Lifelong Learning on Cheesequake Road in 

Parlin.  Only six people correctly identified 
the building.  The winners were: Marian 
Mills, W. Tom Kross, Janet Kern, Peggy Yu-
has, Pat & Bill Scully.  Congratulations!
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Prevent Childhood Drowning
Playing in the water at the beach or pool 

can be great fun for the summer, and great 
exercise and should be part of everyone’s 
childhood.  But the reality is…that drown-
ing is the second leading cause of accidental 
death in children.  What should parents 
always remember as they slide on those 
bathing suits and pack up the car?

1.Teach your child to swim!  The 
American Academy of Pediatrics recom-
mends that swimming lessons should be 
considered for children ages 1-3.  Parents 
should decide about swimming lessons based 
on their child’s physical abilities, emotional 
readiness, and closeness to water.  Families 
with pools or who live near a lake should 
consider lessons at an earlier age.   2.Always 
supervise your child in the water.  Never even 
for a moment leave small children alone 
or under the supervision of another young 
child while in or near any kind of water.  
This includes bathtubs, toilets, buckets, or 
irrigation ditches.  Keep a young child within 
arms reach when in the water.  Even if you 
choose swimming areas with lifeguards, 
you still need to keep an eye on your kids.  
Lifeguards can’t always watch every person 
at every moment.  3.Make sure your pool 
is surrounded by a fence.  According to 
American  Academy of Pediatrics, a fence 
that completely surrounds a pool isolating 
it from the house can cut drowning risk by 
half.  To really be safe, a fence should be 
at least 4 feet high, difficult to climb, and 
have a self latching lock closure.  Building 
codes don’t always require fencing around 
inflatable pools, but many of them contain 
thousands of gallons of water and stay up for 
weeks at a time.  4.Learn CPR.  All parents 
should know CPR.  Starting CPR immedi-
ately can mean the difference between life 
and death, and can prevent severe brain 
damage.  To find a class near you, contact the 
American Red Cross or speak with your local 
emergency first aid squads to see when they 
offer CPR classes.  5.Some other suggestions 
for parents to prevent drowning, don’t use 
air filled aids like water wings.  Instead use 
lifejackets.  They are designed to keep kids 
safe.  All children should wear a lifejacket 
in a boat or at the water’s edge.  Know how 
deep the water is and what’s underneath 
before letting kids jump in.  Never let kids 
dive in until you know there’s enough water, 
for example, a pool should be at least 12 
feet deep under the diving board.  When 
at the ocean, teach kids what to do in a rip 
current.  Swim parallel to the shore until 
you can get out of the current, then swim 
back to the shore.  Alcohol is a major risk 
factor when it comes to teen drowning.  Talk 
to your kids about the dangers of drinking 
and swimming. 

Ladies Auxiliary
The Auxiliary Ladies of Sayreville Post 

#4699 on Jernee Mill Rd.  is holding a cam-
paign to try and get your 2011 membership 
dues paid before August.  President Rock is 
looking to enter a contest, for all paid dues 
before then.  She is also campaigning for any 
new members to get involved as an auxiliary 
and help the veterans.  Dues can be sent to: 
264 Federal Rd., Monroe, NJ 08831 or call 
609-448-2587.

4Th Degree Officers 
Chosen

The Knights of Columbus Fourth De-
gree Msgr. John F.  Brady Assembly 676 of 
South Amboy, has chosen its slate of officers 
for the Columbian year of 2010-11.  Faithful 
Navigator-John Erbetta; Faithful Captain-
Stephen Krupski; Faithful Friar-Rev. James 
Hagerman; Faithful Pilot-Deacon Richard 
O’Brien; Faithful Comptroller-Brent Smith 
Sr.; Faithful Admiral-Michael Roemer; 
Faithful Purser-Stephen Schmid; Faithful 
Scribe-Robert Bove; Inner Sentinel-Den-
nis Keller; Outer Sentinel-Timothy White; 
1-Year Trustee-Tom McGuire; 2-Year 
Trustee-James Smith; 3-Year Trustee-Brent 
Smith Jr.; Color Corps Commander-Stephen 
Krupski.
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John Durnye (c) owner of the South Amboy Arena celebrates his 85th birthday skating 
with his daughter Jean Durnye (l) and son Michael Durnye (r).  Over 300 people turned 
out to celebrate John’s big day, and he received a proclamation from South Amboy 
Mayor John T. O’Leary.  (Photo submitted)

85 Years… Durnye Style…
By Jean Durnye

Born in 1925, the 5th of 6 sons to Romanian immigrants,
He blinked and was 6 years old, hauling coal to heat his brother’s infants,
Went to sleep, and woke up at the age of 10, shining shoes, and begging at the bakery 

for second day foods,
Sat in school having a daydream…and now he’s 15…Must quit school to better sup-

port the family team.
He bowed his head to Jesus, and at 17, was drafted to serve for our U.S.
World War II seems a lifetime away, it just about is when you’re 85 today.
Almost lost his arm from a bombshell
Did lose best friends, it was like hell.
He made it back to the States, you see
Then real life began…with Marie.
Work, work, work in a radiator shop,
Acid burned fingers did not make him stop.
The next 10 years flew by so fast, 
Blessing them with 3 children at last.
As he went to work with Marie’s father, 
Like Jesus Christ, he became a carpenter.
The Perth Amboy Rink, where John & Marie met,
Had shutdown with much regret.
Work, work, work to build a rink.
In the town of South Amboy, another blink!
The kids, now grown up and married,
They were able to expand to 8 rinks to carry.
As business slowed down, so did the love of his life.
Some rinks could not stay, just as his wife.
With a first heart attack, and then it was cancer,
He held her hand as a second attack 
Took her golden heart away.
They had a great life, all his brothers gone now too,
He just wants everyone to know
That the family he’ll live behind
Was their pride and joy their whole life through.
Live everyday as if it’s the last,
You never know what’s about to come past.
Love, kiss and hug as much as you can, and pray to God,
It would be you to go next rather than them.
*With loving memories of my mother and many, many more Birthdays for Dad!

Hicks Honored For Service
South Amboy Resident Earns Award 

for Community Service
Helen Hicks, resident of South Amboy, 

was honored as a ‘Prestigious Woman of 
New Jersey’ at a luncheon held recently by 
Worship for Life Community Outreach, Inc., 
a Jackson based non-profit organization.

The event, held at the Metuchen Golf 
and Country Club in Edison, recognized the 
community service and accomplishments 
of women throughout the state. Hicks was 
lauded for her volunteer work in creating 
couture fashions and costume designs for 
community performing arts groups. 

“A prestigious woman is a woman of 
virtue,” said Madie Nash, co-founder of 
Worship for Life Community Outreach 
and Senior Account Manager of Sales and 
Marketing for Horizon Blue Cross Blue 

Shield of New Jersey. “Helen has demon-
strated this with her devotion to those in her 
community.”

In addition to the luncheon, the event 
featured a classical singer and a dance troupe, 
all young women who performed for the 
honorees and their guests. 

Worship for Life Community Outreach 
is a non-profit, Evangelical Christian orga-
nization focused on charity, education, and 
providing a space for worship and spiritual 
development. The organization’s Prestigious 
Women program is dedicated to helping 
women build confidence and realize their 
full potential. The program offers leader-
ship workshops and enrichment seminars 
in public speaking, interpersonal skills, 
financial empowerment and other areas of 
personal development.

Student Nurse of the Year
Middlesex County College Nursing 

Student Honored as Monmouth Medical 
Center’s

When student nurse Cherika Wright 
(Sayreville) went to check on a patient 
at Monmouth Medical Center, she knew 
something wasn’t right. She could feel it. 
The woman’s vitals weren’t significantly 
abnormal, but her hands were cold and she 
was unresponsive.

“I had a gut instinct that something was 
wrong,” Ms. Wright said. “I thought I better 
get someone.”

Ms. Wright called the rapid response 
team, an action that quite possibly saved 
the patient’s life.

Ms. Wright was presented with the 
Monmouth Medical Center Student Nurs-
ing Award at its annual awards ceremony 
in May.

“Cherika jumped right in, answered 
questions, obtained equipment and was a 
true professional,” said Ellen Angelo, Ms. 
Wright’s supervisor at Monmouth Medical 
Center, who presented the award. “She re-
mained calm and confident the entire time. 
The patient did well and was ultimately 
discharged home with no further complica-
tions. The staff still talks about this student’s 
efforts to this day.”

Ms. Wright, who will be in the second 
year of the Middlesex County College nurs-
ing program this fall, was at Monmouth 

Medical Center for her clinical experience 
when the event occurred on April 15.

Nancy Berger, the program coordinator 
of the College’s nursing program, was not 
surprised that Ms. Wright was able to handle 
the emergency situation.

“It was wonderful that she was able to 
understand that the patient required immedi-
ate intervention,” Ms. Berger said. “If she 
can do that at this stage of her education, 
she has a great future in the profession. 
Cherika has excellent communication skills 
and is always well prepared. She is also a 
very warm, friendly and caring student.”  
(Photo/Story Submitted)

St. Mary’s HS Class of ’69 held a mini 41st Reunion at Sciortino’s Harbor Lights in South 
Amboy recently.  Pictured standing (l-r) Al Gomolka Jr., Jimmy Keays, Gene Cross, Tommy 
Burkard.  Seated (l-r) Mary Carroll Olah, Jena Kelly, Christine O’Brien Spezzi, Denice 
Matura Hogan, Karen Delaney Norek.  Everyone had a great time!
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Fishing Flashes 
By Teo “Weebles” Weber

Salt Water
Fluke fishing in the ocean and the bay 

is terrific.  The action is great. It’s the keep-
ing that’s tough with the 18 inch size limit.  
You can try the deep sections of Ambrose 
Channel if you want bigger fish. In that case 
you would need a boat and New York Salt 
Water License and can deal with a 21 inch 
size, 2 fish limit; otherwise, it’s mostly short 
Fluke and lots of them.  Sea Bass fishing is 
very good with Porgies now mixed in.  There 
are quite a few Porgies around Sandy Hook. 
Party Boat fishing for Bluefish is going well.  
Most of the Blues are caught on bait and range 
from 6 to 15 pounds.  There are very few 
Bonito around so far.  Striped Bass remain 
in the surf, although coast wise, surf fishing 
consists of mostly Bluefish.  There are few 
Kingfish up this way but south of Barnegat 
they are plentiful.  For those interested in 
crabbing, Barnegat Bay and the Navesink 
River are producing catches at around a half 
a bushel or better. Small Snapper Blues are 
coming in too.  Local beach surf bay fishing 
is slow-only a few small Blues.
Fresh Water

The summer heat is on which means 
daytime fishing for mostly any fresh water 
fish will be slow. Early morning and evening 
will be best. My wife and I did try the Pequest 
for trout at the end of June. I had one trout 
follow my small plug-that was it for me!  
She caught two Browns & two eels. The 
Delaware River is low, but if you want to 
catch Small Mouth Bass, now is the time to 
go.  Recently I fished a small lake in Sussex 
County. I got one Pickerel and a Catfish on 
a plastic worm in less than one hour.    

Because Your Dog
Is Worth It Too Day

L’Oreal Paris will present the 7th Annual 
Because Your Dog Is Worth It Too Day on 
Sat., Aug. 21 from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. at the 
L’Oreal facility in Cranbury.  With over 5,000 
dogs and their human companions expected 
to participate, there are many activities to 
enjoy while supporting Susan G. Komen 
Race for the Cure of Central and South Jer-
sey.  To date, they have raised thousands of 
dollars to help fight breast cancer.

Featured events of this great day include: 
Hay Maze Competition; Professional Dog 
Diving; Yorkie Race; Dog Costume Contest; 
Dog Swimming Pools; Off leash dog park; 
Dog Agility; Kids Games; Ask The Vet; 
L’Oreal $1,000 raffle baskets; Donation is 
$10 per adult.  info at: www.yourdogiswor-
thittoo.com., or call 609-860-7601.

Places To Hike
In Middlesex Cty

“Residents don’t need to travel far to 
find a great outdoor experience,” said Free-
holder Stephen J. “Pete” Dalina, chair of the 
County’s Parks and Recreation Committee.  
“There are a wide variety of trails available 
for everyone from seasoned hikers to families 
looking for a fun place to explore.”

“We are so proud to be able to provide 
our residents beautiful places to spend qual-
ity time together,” said Freeholder Director 
Christopher D. Rafano.  “Our park system 
and our open spaces provide plenty of op-
portunities for active recreation and more 
passive pursuits, such as bird watching and 
hiking.”

Currently, there are over 15 miles of 
marked and maintained trails at County parks 
and preserves in Old Bridge, Monroe, East 
Brunswick, and South Brunswick.  Residents 
can learn about local Pine Barrens ecology 
along the half-mile, self-guided, interpre-
tive trail at John A. Phillips Preserve in 
Old Bridge, or string together a longer hike 
along Gravel Hill at the Thompson Park 
Conservation Area in Monroe.

Families will enjoy the rolling terrain 
of the Tamarack Hollow Preserve in East 
Brusnwick, while the Mill Pond Trail in 
Davidson’s Mill Pond Park in South Bruns-
wick offers scenic views along the edge of 
the pond.

Trail maps were made possible in 
part by a grant from the Recreation Trails 
Program administered by the NJ Dept. of 
Environmental Protection.  Color trail maps 
and directions are located at the Parks Dept. 
web site at: www.co.middlesex.nj.us/park-
srecreation/parks.asp.  For more info, call 
Rick Lear at 732-745-5988.
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The City of South Amboy Recreation 
Department sponsors the Summer Arts & 
Crafts Program at four parks for the entertain-
ment of our youngsters. The program got a 
late start this year due to the renovation and 
installation of all new handicap accessible 
play units at all the parks. The program began 
Tuesday, July 6, 2010 and will run through 
Friday, July 30, 2010.

The City would like to introduce the 
counselors who work at these parks and 
their Supervisor.

Karen Charmello Koestler, Assistant 
Recreation Supervisor, started with the 
program in 1985 as a Counselor, moving 
up to her current position in 1988.

Kristin Housman, HUGHES/BROWN 
PARK, BARKALOW STREET, is a 2005 
graduate of Cardinal McCarrick HS and is 
attending Kean University majoring in Early 
Childhood. This is Kristin’s final year with 
the program.

Jaclyn Keegan, AUGUST CHARM-
ELLO PARK, CONLOGUE AVENUE, is 
a 2005 graduate of So Amboy HS and is a 
current graduate of Kean University with a 
degree in Social Work. This is Jaclyn’s final 
year with the program.

Brittany Biesiada, CLAIRE & 
CHARLES REILLY PARK, SO. PINE 
AVENUE, is a 2007 graduate of Cardinal 
McCarrick HS and is in her senior year at 
Seton Hall University majoring in English. 
This is her fourth year with the program.

Victoria Russell, AUGUST CHARM-
ELLO PARK, CONLOGUE AVENUE, is 

a 2008 graduate of So Amboy HS and is 
attending Middlesex County College ma-
joring in Education. This is Victoria’s third 
year with the program.

Kaleigh DeLucca, DAVIS STREET 
PARK, is a 2008 graduate of So Amboy HS 
and is attending Kean University majoring 
in Phys Ed. This is Kaleigh’s third year with 
the program.

Katey Charmello, HUGHES/BROWN 
PARK, BARKALOW STREET, is a 2008 
graduate of So Amboy HS and is in her Junior 
year attending Stockton College majoring in 
Visual Arts/Education. This is her third year 
with the program.

Andrea Herdman, DAVID STREET 
PARK, is a 2009 graduate of So Amboy 
HS and is entering her sophomore year at 
Rowan University majoring in Broadcast 
Journalism. This is her second year with 
the program.

Colin DeLucca, AUGUST CHARM-
ELLO PARK, CONLOGUE AVENUE, is 
a 2010 graduate of South Amboy HS and 
will be attending Kean University in the 
fall. Colin was a Community Service 
Volunteer Counselor with our program for 
two years, this is his first year as an official 
counselor. 

Joe Charmello, CLAIRE & CHARLES 
REILLY PARK, SO PINE AVENUE, is a 
2010 graduate of So Amboy HS and will be 
attending Coastal Carolina University in the 
fall majoring in Physical Education. This is 
Joe’s first year with the program.

The South Amboy Recreation 
Department’s Summer Program
Park Counselors

Top row (l-r) Brittany Biesiada, Nichlolas Biesiada, Andrea Herdman, Colin DeLucca, Joe 
Charmello, Katey Charmello.  Bottom row (l-r) Carissa Policastro, Kristin Housman, Steve 

Herdman, Kaleigh DeLucca, Victoria Russell, Jaclyn Keegan.  (Photo by Tom Burkard)

Celebrating the 125th Anniversary of Our 
Lady of Victories Church

Part II  -  The Dalton Years 1949 – 1989
By Teri Yetsko

Reverend Edward J. Dalton was our 
longest serving pastor. His pastorate spanned 
the years from 1949 to 1989.  His pastorate 
is quoted by Joseph Karcher “as the dawn 
of a new era for the parish.”

Father Dalton was born and raised 
across the river in Perth Amboy. He attended 
St. Mary’s Grammar School from 1911 to 
1920. He attended and graduated from Perth 
Amboy High School from 1920 to 1924. 

Father Dalton began his studies for the 
priesthood in 1924 at St. Charles Prepara-
tory Seminary in Catonville, Maryland. He 
moved to St. Mary’s Seminary in Baltimore 
in 1928. He was ordained on May 21, 1932 
by Bishop Ernest Coppo SC who was filling 
in for ailing Bishop John J. McMahon. 

Father Dalton’s first assignment was at 
St. Mary’s of the Lake in Lakewood from 
1932 to 1938. At the same time, he was an in-
structor in Greek at Georgian Court College. 
From 1935 to 1940 he served as an assistant 
at Holy Spirit Church in Asbury Park.

In 1940 Father Dalton was given his first 
pastorate at St Mary Church in Stony Hill 
by Bishop Griffin. He was also assigned as 
Chaplain of the Novitiate of the Sisters of 
Mercy at Mount St. Mary’s in Watchung. 
After two years, he moved to a new pastor-
ate at St. Joseph’s Church in High Bridge. 
He also served as the chaplain to both the 
Annandale Reformatory for Boys and the 
Clinton Reformatory for Girls. 

On September 28, 1949, Bishop Griffin 
assigned Father Dalton to the pastorate of 
Our Lady of Victories Church in Sayreville. 
This was the beginning of the “Dalton Years 
at OLV.” It was also during this time that 
Sayreville was discovered by many people 
from urban areas of the state. So, not only 
did the town grow, but also Our Lady of 
Victories Church. 

With the influx of people from the cities 
in the early 1950’s, new roads such as the NJ 
Turnpike and the Garden State Parkway were 
constructed to help facilitate this growth. 
Since this also caused our church to increase 
in number, additional Masses on Sunday 
were held in Victorian Hall.

In 1951, Father Dalton built a new 
three story rectory to replace the old rec-
tory that was destroyed by a fire in 1944. 
After its completion, the parish had three 
full-time priests in residence, a pastor and 
two associates. The tradition of mentoring 
newly ordained priests continued at Our 
Lady of Victories Church. There was also 
room for visiting clergy and office facilities 
for the parish. 

The building boom continued in OLV 
with Father Dalton making plans in 1955 to 
construct a new parish church. The last Mass 
was celebrated in the old church on June 9, 
1956. The old church was demolished to 

make way for the new church building that 
was to be built on the same site. At the same 
time, Bishop George W. Ahr established a 
new parish named St. Bernadette’s in Parlin 
in 1957. Although this parish took away a 
sizeable number of parishioners, Our Lady 
of Victories continued to grow. On Satur-
day, April 20, 1958, the new church of Our 
Lady of Victories was dedicated by Bishop 
George W. Ahr.

As the “baby boomers” reached school 
age, adequate accommodations needed to be 
made for their Catholic education. Due to this 
demand, classes were even held in Victorian 
Hall. Father Dalton began construction in 
1960 for a six room addition to the school. 
During the 1960’s the enrollment continued 
to grow where there were multiple classes 
for each grade. 

Blessed Pope John XXIII called for a 
church renewal in the 1960’s. The Second 
Vatican Council meeting in 1962 called for 
many changes in the church. Father Dal-
ton oversaw the renovation of the church 
building to accommodate the new liturgy in 
English as well as installing air conditioning 
in the church. 

Also at this time, Father Dalton estab-
lished the first Parish Council at OLV. This 
gave greater lay leadership to parishioners. 
Additionally, the youth ministry program 
reemerged as a vital link for the young people 
of the parish. A Catholic Youth Organization 
program was established and in the 1970’s 
the OLV Athletic Association was estab-
lished. Another welcomed group, the OLV 
Knights of Columbus Council 2061, built a 
new Council Home in 1962 on Washington 
Road to replace its original building. 

With the changes brought on by the Sec-
ond Vatican Council, some negative effects 
also surfaced. These effects were felt during 
the 1960’s and 1970’s. First, the number of 
vocations to the priesthood decreased. Sec-
ondly, changes in religious life necessitated 
many religious orders to consolidate their 
members. Third, the number of Sisters of 
Mercy decreased. In the early 1950’s OLV 
had a full convent, but the number lessened 
and lay teachers were hired to teach in the 
school. Finally, the Franciscan priests who 
served as weekend assistants at our parish 
were no longer able to provide assistance. 

In 1973, the original Victorian Hall 
which had been a reconstructed factory 
warehouse had outlived its usefulness and 
had become a hazard. Father Dalton reached 
out to the parishioners in the form of a fund 
drive to construct a new parish center. The 
new building was dedicated on September 
25, 1974 on Father Dalton’s 25th Anniver-
sary as pastor.

Part 3 - Aug. Issue
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Obituaries
Barnett, Frances R., 88, of Parlin died 

on June 23.
Beatrice, Carmela, 73, of Sayreville 

died on June 21.
Bielinski, Julia, 89, of South Amboy 

died on July 8.
Blake, Matilda, 96, of Sayreville died 

on July 13.
Blaszka, Leonard S., 68, of Sayreville 

died on July 1.
Bolk, Jon F., 49, of South Amboy died 

on July 10.
Bukow, Rosalie J., 72, formerly of Parlin 

died on June 23.
Carbone, Theresa, 95, of South Amboy 

died on July 20.
DeGirolamo, Matthew V., 64, formerly 

of South Amboy died on June 27.
Dill, Kathleen “Bonnie,” 57, of South 

Amboy died on June 12.
Fedor, Marie A. Creamer, 85, of Sayre-

ville died on June 28.
Fultz, Ruth M., 75, of Sayreville died 

on July 10.
Hays, Allen F. Sr., 89, of Parlin died 

on July 16.
Hunter, Calvin R., 43, of Sayreville 

died on July 11.
Kelly, George C., 86, of South Amboy 

died on July 7.
Krainski, Adam J. 79, formerly of 

Sayreville died on June 24.
Kudelka, Joseph S. “Who,” 84, of South 

Amboy died on July 24.
Lisco, Angelina, 86, of South Amboy 

died on July 18.
Lubin, Walter J., 75, of Parlin died on 

July 8.
Macknowski, Helen, 90, formerly of 

Morgan died on June 28.
Mahn, Donna L., 49, of Sayreville died 

on June 22.
Masser, Robert E., 63, of Morgan died 

on June 26.
McMahon, Kevin G. Jr., 22, of Parlin 

died on June 29.
Paskell, Stephan W. “Steve,” 78, of 

Parlin died on July 18.
Pervell, Claire L., 84, of Parlin died 

on July 4.
Petermann, Charles L., 56, formerly of 

Sayreville died on July 10.
Picklo, Helen M., 79, of South Amboy 

died on July 23.
Reich, Helen, 84, of Parlin died on 

June 26.
Russo, Theresa “Tessie,” 86, of Parlin 

died on July 15.
Saksinsky, Bernard J., 82, of Parlin died 

on June 15.
Scheid, Lawrence, 85, of Sayreville 

died on June 30.
Scherer, Elizabeth Unkel, 83, of Sayre-

ville died on July 14.
Schmiedle, Joseph P., 86, of Parlin died 

on July 5.
Snekszer, William “Bill,” 86, of Parlin 

died on July 14.
Stillwagon, Russell L., 78, of South 

Amboy died on June 29.
Szesko, Waclaw “Pat,” 94, of South 

Amboy died on June 30.
Tarr, Ralph “Bubba,” 64, of South 

Amboy died on June 25.
Wills, Patricia “Pat,” 75, of Parlin died 

on July 4.

So you think you know the Jersey Shore pretty well?  How many of these photos can you identify?  Remember to write the name of the 
place and the town it is located in.  Send your answers to: satimes@aol.com.  Winners will be listed next month. 
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