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Mayor O'Leary Responds
Photo/Story By Tom Burkard

In light of the recent controversy 
surrounding South Amboy Mayor John 
T. O’Leary, the SA Times has asked the 
Mayor to comment on the letters that have 
been circulating around the area, and also 
his withdrawal from the race for the 19th 
District State Assembly seat. 

When posed with these questions, 
Mayor O’Leary said “The main reason I 
ran for Assembly was because every 30 or 
40 years, someone from this City gets an 
opportunity to advance and represent South 
Amboy.  I thought it was important not for 
me personally, but for our City to have a State 
representative.  It would have enhanced the 
City, as well as giving that individual the 
opportunity to represent the 19th District.  

Schwarick Chosen 
For Council

William Schwarick was recently chosen 
by the South Amboy City Council to fill the 
Third Ward Council seat, which was vacated 
by John "Jack" O'Connell, who left for a 
new position at the Department of Defense 
in Washington, DC.  Schwarick, retired as a 
Secret Service agent in 2000 after serving 29 
years, and guarding 7 presidents from Richard 
M. Nixon to George W. Bush.  

Schwarick also retired recently from his 
post as Director of Security for Perth Amboy 
public schools.

The new councilman said, "I have a 
tremendous respect for this town.  It has great 
structure and great bones.  Where else can 
you go to find the amount of volunteers we 
have in the Fire Department and First Aid.  
I'm very fortunate enough to contribute at 
this point in time to South Amboy.  I've been 
very fortunate to have been on a number of 
great teams, and I know this is going to be 
another great team."   

Mayor John T. O'Leary said that, "We 
have selected a great individual to take John 
O'Connell's place on the council.  William 
Schwarick is stepping up as our 3rd Ward 
Councilman, and that says a lot about the 
character of our city, and the good, quality 
people we have."

Schwarick, 63, was selected over two 
other highly-qualified applicants, former 
South Amboy Fire Chief Kevin McCarthy, 
and local businessman Robert Iremonger, 
who is the owner of RJI Contracting.

*Note: Read all about Councilman Bill 
Schwarick's most interesting and exciting life 
on page 10 in an exclusive interview by Tom 
Burkard, that was originally printed in the 
January 20, 2007 issue of The SA Times.

Wisniewski Seeks 
Assembly Speaker 

Seat
Assemblyman John S. Wisniewski, an 

elected member of the State Assembly since 
1995, hopes to win his campaign for the 19th 
District, and then seek support from other 
Assembly members in order to become the 
Speaker of the General Assembly, and re-
place Joseph J. Roberts Jr., who announced 
he would not seek re-election.  

Wisniewski, a Sayreville resident, is cur-
rently chairman of the prestigious Assembly 
Transportation Committee.  He has won the 
assembly seat seven times since 1995, and 
will run again in November with former 
South Amboy resident Craig Coughlin of 
Woodbridge.

Dems Choose 
Coughlin

Former South Amboy councilman, 
Craig Coughlin was selected by Democrats 
as their nominee for the 19th District As-
sembly seat in Middlesex County.  Coughlin 
won with a comfortable margin over two 
other contenders for the slot, Superior Court 
Judge Mathias Rodriguez of Perth Amboy 
and Jean Pierce, a Woodbridge health care 
professional/activist.  

District Democratic Party members cast 
170 votes for Coughlin, 77 for Rodriguez, and 
25 for Pierce.  Coughlin has a most-impres-
sive resume which includes: currently being 
a Woodbridge Township attorney; the former 
municipal court judge in Edison; former chair-
man of the Woodbridge Democratic Party; 
former municipal attorney for Carteret.

Coughlin was endorsed by Woodbridge 
Councilman Charles Kenny, who withdrew 
from the race, South Amboy Mayor John T. 
O'Leary, and Carteret Mayor Dan Reiman.  
Mayor O'Leary said that, "The residents of 
South Amboy and the entire 19th District 
will be well-represented by this individual, 
whom I know very well, and will save us in 
a great way.  On a positive side, I'm really 
happy about that.  If I had to pick the top 
three candidates for the 19th District, Craig 
Coughlin would be on top of the list.  I'm very 
happy and proud for him." 

Coughlin will run for the seat held by 
former Perth Amboy Mayor/Assemblyman 
Joseph Vas, who chose not to seek re-elec-
tion after being indicted on charges of taking 
money from the city of Perth Amboy.  South 
Amboy Mayor John T. O'Leary was backed 
by the Democratic Party in March to be Vas' 
initial replacement, but withdrew on Aug. 17, 
because of what he said was a statewide smear 
campaign of political attacks and anonymous 
accusations against his family and himself.

Wisniewski and Coughlin will face 
Republican challengers Pradip "Peter" Ko-
thari, a businessman from Woodbridge, and 
Richard Piatkowski of Perth Amboy in the 
November election.

Republicans Pick 
Perrette

The Borough of Sayreville Republican 
Party chose Nick Perrette to run for the 
Borough Council in November.  Perrette 
replaces Maria F. Catallo, who withdrew in 
June for personal reasons.  Perrette will be 
the running mate of Frank Bella, and face-off 
against incumbent Democrat Stanley Drwal 
and former councilman Dennis Grobelny.  
Councilwoman Kathy Makowski chose not 
to seek re-election. 

Democrat Women 
Celebration

The Middlesex County Federation of 
Democratic Women will be hosing a celebra-
tion luncheon on October 4th, 2009 at the 
East Brunswick Chateau. 

We feel it was time to acknowledge and 
extend a special “thank you” to Senator Jo-
seph Vitale (19th district), Middlesex County 
Democratic Chairman Joseph Spicuzzo, and 
County Clerk Elaine Flynn.

They have demonstrated an outstand-
ing and effective record of positive service 
to the public.  We are proud and grateful 
and commend them for their contribution 
of strong leadership qualities.

At the luncheon we will also be pay-
ing tribute to the Sayreville Lady Dems as 
they celebrate their 20th year anniversary 
as an extremely active organization.  Their 
participation in so many different charities, 
events, and public issues is commendable 
and noteworthy.

The luncheon is open to the public.  For 
any additional information please contact 
either Gloria Landi at 732-750-2802 or 
Deborah Celey at 732-309-9265.  

Governor Jon Corzine is welcomed to Sayreville by Democrats, while on the campaign trail at 
Kennedy Park during the Sayreville Day festivities.   Pictured (l-r) are Committeeman Bob Foley, 
State Assembly Candidate Craig Coughlin, Corzine, State Assemblyman/Candidate John 
S. Wisniewski, Committeeman Val Tarr, and Committeeman/Executive Board Member/2008 
Council Candidate, Dr. Jorge Gonzalez-Gomez.  (Photo by Tom Burkard)

The South Amboy Democratic Party held its Annual Picnic at Frog Hollow Swim & Tennis 
Club.  Pictured (l-r) Council President Fred Henry, Councilman Joe Connors, Mayor John 
T. O'Leary, State Assembly Candidate Craig Coughlin, Councilman Russ Stillwagon, and 
Councilman Bill Schwarick.  (Photo by Tom Burkard)

Pictured at Sayreville Day are (l-r) Mayor's Assistant Rosetta Fisher, and Republican Party 
Chairman and former Borough of Sayreville Councilman, Frank Makransky.  (Photo by 
Tom Burkard) 

South Amboy is the smallest player in the 
19th District and does not get an opportunity 
like this very often and would have helped 
South Amboy in general.  However, anony-
mous people made anonymous attacks upon 
myself, my family and businesses and my 
entire life, and they have yet to stand up and 
be accounted for by coming to me and tell-
ing me face to face.  More importantly, they 
have yet to stand up and face the public here 
in our City.  At the end of the day as Mayor, 
what’s really important is what happens to 
the residents that live here, and the City as a 
whole.  As an elected official, that’s what is 
foremost in your mind.  You don’t think about 

continued on page 23
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75th Wedding Anniversary-Tom and Muriel Scully of South Amboy celebrated their 75th 
Wedding Anniversary on June 20th.  Tom met Muriel Hartman of Sayreville, while attending 
St. Mary's High School.  They are graduates of the Class of 1934, and married on June 
20, 1934 at St. Mary's Church.  Msgr. Griffin performed the wedding ceremony.  Muriel's 
father, Frank Hartman, was the third mayor of Sayreville, and also served as a councilman.  
Tom was the owner of Six Corner Amoco Service Station in Keyport for 35 years, prior to 
his retirement.  He is also a member of St. Mary's/Cardinal McCarrick High School's first 
Athletic Hall-of-Fame class.  The happy couple had 3 children, 8 grandchildren, and 9 great-
grandchildren.  Congratulations to two wonderful people, and may God Bless!  (Photo by 
Tom Burkard) 

Talk Of The Towns
By Tom Burkard

OLV Celebrates 120 Years
Our Lady of Victories School in Sayre-

ville is currently celebrating its 120th An-
niversary.  The school has 212 students from 
Pre-K through 8th Grade.  Congratulations 
to Principal Rosalind Esemplare, the faculty 
and everyone on their outstanding work!  For 
more information call 732-254-1676 or go 
to the website: www.olvnj.com.

Father Hilary Returns
The very popular and highly-respected 

Father Hilary Thomas S.J. has returned 
to St. Mary's Church on a visit from his 
home in England.  He will be staying for 
the entire month of September.  Welcome, 
Father Hilary!
In Memoriam

Margaret Dieker, 92, of Sayreville died 
on Aug. 31.  She was the co-owner of the 
popular Dieker's Farms on Bordentown Ave. 
in Sayreville, and was admired by all.  Former 
Sayreville Postmaster of the Main Street fa-
cility, Walter Jones, 80, of Sayreville died on 
Sept. 3.  John Merritt, 76, of Parlin died on 
Sept. 3.  He was Past Commander/Chaplin 
of Sayreville American Legion Post 211.  
They will always be remembered.

Pleasant Little 
Trivia

By Tom Burkard
1.This pizza parlor was located on 

Broadway, in South Amboy in the '60's?  
a.DiMaggio's b.Bandini's c.LaMont's

2.The Kozy Bar in Morgan later 
became?  a.D'Scene b.Club Bene c.The 
Windmill

3.Martini's Restaurant on Rt. 35 in 
South Amboy, was once called?  a.Evergreen 
b.LaBiga c.Collando's

4.This chiropractor's business was lo-
cated on Bordentown Ave. in Parlin in '77?  
a.Dr. Penny Nowak b.Dr. John Reisert c.Dr. 
John Misiewicz

5.Where was the business named Third 
Base located in South Amboy?  a.Ridgeway 
Ave. b.North Feltus St. c.South Broadway

6.In 1974, the chairman of Concerned 
Citizens of Sayreville was?  a.John Andre-
jewski b.Linda Koy c.Robert Singer

7.This Auto Parts Store was located on 
Broadway in South Amboy in the 1970's?  
a.Pat & Ray's b.South Amboy c.CD Auto 
Parts

8.In '83, this person was Sayreville's 
Superintendent of Streets & Sanitation 
Dept.?  a.Hector Valdez b.Muhammad 
Brown c.Thomas Prusakowski

9.Vice President/General Manager of 
Raritan River Railroad in '74?  a.Ray Stock-
ton b.Jim Cheyney c.Robert Kipp

10.Who served as a Middlesex County 
Freeholder in 1983?  a.J. Thomas Cross 
b.John McCormack c.John Czernikowski

11.This Inn/Caterer was located on 
Krumb St., Sayreville in '80?  a.Sayreville 
Bar b.Bootsie's c.Polonaise

12.Barber Shop located on South Pine 
Ave., Morgan in 1980?  a.All-American 
b.Ben's c.Patel's

13.This local resident was named Sports 
Editor of The News Tribune in 1970?  a.Ron 
Kukulski b.Lonnie Ayers c.Jake Defort

Answers
1c 2b 3b 4a 5a 6c 7b 8c 9c 10a 11c 

12b 13a.

Fatima Rosary 
Rally

An "America Need Fatima Rosary 
Rally" will be held on Saturday, Oct. 10, from 
noon to 2 p.m. at the Gazebo on Bordentown 
Ave. (Between South Pine Ave. and Stevens 
Ave., South Amboy.  Please call Rita Priolo 
at 732-588-5272 for more info.

ST CLAIRE NOVENA
Ask St. Claire for these favors, 1 business, 2 

impossible.  Say 9 Hail Mary’s for 9 days with lighted 
candles.  Pray whether you believe in it or not.  Publish 
on the 9th day.  May the Sacred Heart of Jesus be 
praised, adored and glorified today and every day.  
Request will be granted no matter how impossible it 
may seem.  Publication must be promised.  B.T.S..
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 ★  Business of the Month  ★

Our Lady of Victories Parish Celebrates 
Its 125th Anniversary 

Over 200 people were in attendance on Thursday, August 20th, when Sayreville Public 
Library held its annual Summer Reading Club Tricky Tray Finale.  (Photo Submitted)

Our Lady of Victories Parish will begin 
celebrating its 125th Anniversary with a 
celebratory Mass on Sunday, September 27, 
2009 at 12 Noon. Throughout the morning 
parishioners can view the parish historical 
photos that will be displayed in Monsignor 
Dalton Hall. The Anniversary quilt which 
was signed by over 900 parish families will 
also be on display. Throughout the year there 

will more commemorative activities in which 
to celebrate this momentous occasion. The 
anniversary year will culminate with a clos-
ing Mass on Sunday, September 26, 2010 at 
12 Noon which will be celebrated by Bishop 
Bootkoski. The Mass will be followed by an 
Anniversary Dinner-Dance at St. Clement’s 
Banquet Hall in Matawan. 

In 1999, Belle Allure Hair and Nail 
Studio opened its doors to the public un-
der the professional and diligent eye of 
owner, Val Nagrabecki. Born in Poland and 
considering a career in pharmacology, she 
took a different path, leading her to New 
York, where she began to make a mark in 
the nail industry with innovative design 
skills. Val understood the importance of 
originality and superior service, leaving 
her determined to offer nothing less to her 
clients. Over the years, Val has become one 
of the most successful beauty salon owners 
in New Jersey and Belle Allure’s stunning 
reputation continues to grow along with 
her passion for the industry. 

Val began her education at Reignbow 
Beauty Academy in 1994, but it was not 
until she started working in the field that 
her skills became noticed. She attended a 
Light Concept Systems workshop in 1995 
and later advanced to become a profes-
sional Nail Specialist Educator allowing 
her to teach Light Concept Nail Courses.  
Currently she is an exclusive trainer and 
is furthering her knowledge through 
enrollment of LCN Trainer Education 
programs. Val’s continuing education and 
dedication to the field is an enormous gain 
to the salon and her clients, as she strives 

Belle Allure Hair and Nail Studio

Pictured is the excellent staff of Belle Allure Hair and Nail Studio who are dedicated to 
give you the most luxurious and highest quality service in hair, skin and body care.

towards excellence. 
As a result of these impressive strides, 

Belle Allure became the first salon in the 
United States to become a Light Concept 
Nail certified salon, in August 2007. Each 
and every day Belle Allure meets the needs 
of the everyday woman. Val and her staff 
test every design and formula in house 
to ensure the highest quality and perfor-
mance, while featuring Light Concept Nail 
products. Naturally, all nail technicians at 
Belle Allure are LCN certified and invested 
in the happiness of the client.

Your total satisfaction as a guest was 
a primary objective from the inception of 
Belle Allure. It takes more than a beautiful 
hairstyle, fabulous coloring technique or 
perfect manicure to achieve that goal. In 
our vision, each visit to our salon must 
give you soothing and enjoyable experi-
ence as well. We strongly believe it can 
be achieved only with unsurpassed level 
of dedication and professionalism:

We have designed our trendy and 
upscale salon with your comfort in mind. 
It has a serene and welcoming décor while 
maintaining a friendly, casual atmosphere 
and we promise to use the best professional 
products we trust because your trust is so 
important to us.



�   September 19, �009   South Amboy-Sayreville Times

WWW.?

Does this local building look familiar?  It is located in South Amboy or Sayreville.  Good 
luck!  Send your answers to: satimes@aol.com.  (Photo by Tom Burkard).

August Winners
Three business names were acceptable 

for last month's WWW.?  The business was 
located in the Mechanicsville section of 
South Amboy on the corner of Ridgeway 
Ave. & Conover Street.  The names in order 
were: Anton & Chuck's; Bob's 2 x 4; Bev's 
Cozy Corner.  If you named one, you are a 

winner, but many people also named at least 
two, and 7 contestants got all three former 
business names.  Those who correctly identi-
fied all 3 were: W. Tom Kross, Claire Kuhn, 
Rich Standowski, Mary Agnes Morris, Tony 
& Peggy Mocarski, Charles Kampo.   The 
twofers were: Pat & Bill Scully, Todd Zulin, 
Stella Pluskota, Gene Kaluzny, Jesse Lopez, 
Paul Bouchard, Maryann Matarangolo.  
Those with 1 correct were: Ed Paczkowski, 
Ed Bolk, Jack Piskorski, Pat Kearns, Elaine 
Zonak, Kathie Kocsik, Madeline Bowerman, 
Marian Mills, Joanne Niestempski, Regina 
Puccio.  Nice job, readers!

Sabres Football 
Photo

Only one brave reader took a chance 
at identifying the 1976 SA Sabres Midget 
football players who were pictured in an 
official team photo.  Claire Kuhn named the 
following: Front row #50-Louis Beck, 27-Joe 
Puccio, 51-Jim Hall, 12-Kurt Semoneit, 56-
William Hegedus, 66-Mark Gonsalves.  2nd 
row-11-Jeff Flanagan, 60-John Mulligan, 
47-John Buckalew.  3rd row-48-John Curtis, 
28-Neil Hourahan.  4th row-9-Michael Scan-
lon, 45-Gerry Scupp, 73-Tom Lewis.  

*If you missed last month's photo on 
page 18, go to our website: www.thesatimes.
com and see the team picture and much more 
in living color!

Yearbook-Sayreville 1959
By Tom Burkard

"Bird Dog" by the Everly Brothers was 
the #1 hit song in the nation as Sayreville 
High's Class of '59 returned to school for its 
first day of classes in September 1958.  Several 
popular teachers at the time were Carolyn 
Berdanier, Adee Bennett, Joseph Chapkoski, 
John Dresser, Barbara Kafes, Madison Owen, 
James Powers.  

Tom Michaels was Senior Class Presi-
dent, and a superb athlete.  Dorothy Scheffler 
was Vice-President; Joanne Shindle-Secre-
tary; Kay Ann Michalsky-Treasurer.  The Stu-
dent Council consisted of President-Donald 
Scheiber; Vice-President-Mary Lou Slover; 
Secretary-Paulette Stanish.  Bonnie Baren 
was Editor of the yearbook.  Pat Olszewski 
was Editor of the school newspaper.  Arlene 

Bogush was the Twirlers Captain, and Pat 
Olszewski was Drum Majorette.

In October, the school held a big bonfire 
that will never be forgotten by the students.  
The junior-senior play was a two-act operetta  
"The Red Mill."   If you happened to be 
cruisin' in your '58 Chevy in Sayreville at 
Thanksgiving, you probably listened to the 
radio and sang along to "Tom Dooley" which 
was the top song that week.

Some of the seniors in the fabulous Class 
of '59, selected randomly were: Mary Ann 
Auer, Barbara Behrens, Edward Bottomly, 
Robert Brain, Paul Bulla, Clyde Brennan, 
Patricia Hager, Constance High, Joan Kapica, 
Beryl Jankowski, Ronald Kurowsky, Barbara 
Kurzawa, Martin Liegal Jr., Gail Laskiewicz, 
Suzanne Mickiewicz, Joyce Market, Anthony 
Solar, Erwin Timm, Robert Vinnai, Kenneth 
Olchaskey, Christine Pawlak, Joan Sandrit-
ter, Maryann Wlodarczyk, Judith Zuccaro, 
Gloria Zuckerman.

The Sayreville H.S. Class of 1959, 
marched down the aisle during the first week 
of June.  On their way to the graduation cer-
emony, many probably heard Johnny Horton's 
"Battle of New Orleans," the top hit in the 
nation on the radio.  While at Sayreville High 
School, Mary Lou Slover was honored as the 
Valedictorian; Soren Thomsen-Salutatorian; 
Joseph Badessa-Tertiarian.

Sayreville High School's Class of '59 was 
truly something special and very fine.

Last Licks For Ice 
Cream Memories

Gene Kaluzny of South Amboy remem-
bered "Johnny The Ice Cream Man," who 
drove his ice cream truck through South 
Amboy selling goodies to youngsters in the 
1950's and early 60's.  Gene said that his 
name was "John Melas, and he had a big, 
old truck with an umbrella.  He only had 
two flavors, vanilla and chocolate.  It cost 
a dime for a double dip.  He never cleaned 
the dipper, so you always got a little of both 
flavors when you ordered.  We called him 
"Johnny The Gipper," who never cleaned 
the dipper." 

Librarian Contest
Librarians in our nation’s libraries make 

a difference in the lives of people every day.  
If a librarian has made a difference in your 
life, now is the chance to tell your story!

The Carnegie Corporation of New 
York/New York Times I Love My Librarian 
Award encourages library users to recognize 
the accomplishments of librarians for their 
efforts to improve the lives of people in 
their community. Nominations will be open 
through October 9.   Each nominee must be 
a librarian with a master’s degree from an 
accredited program.   

For more information and to nominate 
a librarian, visit www.ilovelibraries.org/
ilovemylibrarian. 

The award is supported by Carnegie 
Corporation of New York and The New York 
Times and is administered by The American 
Library Association. 

50th Class Reunion
Sayreville High School's Class of 1959 

will be holding its 50th Class Reunion on 
Saturday, Oct. 10 at the Sayreville American 
Legion Hall in Sayreville at 6 p.m.  Anyone 
interested in attending, please contact the 
following for details: Pat Olszewski Brzo-
zowski-609-655-9041 or seasidebrz@aol.
com; Joan Sandritter Dzergoski-609-409-
8058 or joanied217@aol.com. 

Shirt Company 
Memory

South Amboy's Gene Kaluzny recalled 
that, "My first job was at Chatham Gament 
Company on the corner of Feltus & Main 
Streets.  John Coleridge and I swept the floors 
for $5 a week.  JD's was upstairs."  Gene is 
celebrating his big 75th birthday on Oct. 7th.  
Happy Birthday, Gene!
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Class of 1938-Alice 
Matthews (l) and Anna 
Friberg (r) were the oldest 
alumni members at the 
11th Annual H.G. Hoffman 
HS Alumni Multi-Year 
Reunion on Aug. 16th.  
The ladies still look terrific 
as they show off their 
pretty wrist corsages 
that they received as an 
honor from the Reunion 
Committee.  (Photo by 
Tom Burkard)

Holy Name Officers
The following Middlesex County 

Federation of Holy Name Societies Of-
ficers will be installed at the 7 p.m. Mass 
on Wed., Sept. 23 at Holy Trinity Church, 
Lawrie & Johnstone Streets, Perth Amboy by 
County Federation Spiritual Director, Rev. 
Chester Carina: Jason Zjawiony, President; 
Ed Puchalski, Vice President/Treasurer; 
Rich Prevoznak, Secretary; Dave Dugasz, 
Marshal; Frank Marcelonis, Parliamentarian; 
Michael Myszka, Consultant. 

A buffet meal will be served in the 
church hall after the Mass.  The meeting will 
follow.  All county Federation Holy Name 
Societies are invited to attend.

Blood Drive-Sept. 
20

There will be a Blood Drive on Sunday, 
Sept. 20 at St. Mary's Church in St. Pat's Hall 
from 8:30 a.m. to 2 p.m.  Platelet donation 
machines will be available.  Donators should 
be at least 17-years old, weigh at least 110 
pounds, and be in good health.  Please bring 
ID and remember to eat before you donate.  
Homemade goodies will be served, walk-ins 
are welcome!  Please call Sue at 732-220-
7077 or Ron 732-727-2221 for details.  Save 
a neighbor, donate blood!

Skating Fundraiser
The Roller Magic Roller Rink in South 

Amboy, will host SK8 against breast cancer 
on Columbus Day, Oct. 12 from 10 a.m. 
to 10 p.m.  The event is to raise funds and 
awareness for the American Cancer Society's 
Making Strides Against Breast Cancer Walk 
in Woodbridge.

The 12-hour SK8 Against Breast Cancer 
will help the American Cancer Society help 
people in Middlesex County get well, stay 
well, find cures and fight back.  The day 
of skating promises to be 12 hours of fun, 
games, and donated prizes.  Admission is 
$7 for children and $10 for adults, while 
100% of the admission fees will go to the 
ACS Making Strides Against Breast Cancer 
Walk at Woodbridge Center on Oct. 18.  Ad-
ditional donations are appreciated and can 
be made by cash or check to the American 
Cancer Society.  Checks will be accepted in 
person or by mail to the American Cancer 
Society, C/O South Amboy Arena, PO Box 
128, South Amboy, NJ 08879.  (No passes, 
coupons or credit cards will be accepted 
toward admission on Oct. 12).  For more 
info on Making Strides or to start your own 
team go to http//:makingstrides.acevents.
org/woodbridge. 

PRAYER TO ST. JUDE
(To be said when problems arise or when one seems 

to be deprived of all visible help, on far cases almost 
despaired of). Most holy Apostle St. Jude, faithful servant 
and friend of Jesus, the church honors and invokes you 
universally as the patron of hopeless cases, of things 
almost despaired of, pray for me, I am so helpless and 
alone. Make use I implore you of that particular privilege 
given to you, to bring visible and speedy help where 
help is almost despaired of. Come to my assistance in 
this great need that I may receive the consolation and 
help of heaven in all my necessities, tribulations, and 
sufferings., and that I may praise God with you and all the 
elect forever.  I promise O Blessed St. Jude, to be ever 
mindful of this great favor, to always honor you as my 
special and powerful patron, and to gratefully encourage 
devotion to you. Amen.  Thank You St. Jude. -E.P.

OLV Senior 
Battleship NJ/

Camden Aquarium 
Trip

The OLV Senior Group is sponsoring 
a trip to see the Battleship NJ and the Cam-
den Aquarium on Wednesday, October 14, 
2009. There will be two tours that will last 
1 ½ hours each. We strongly suggest that 
you bring a bag lunch since the lunches on 
the ship cost $15.00. The cost of the trip is 
$45.00 which includes the cost of admission 
for the two attractions, bus transportation, 
gratuities, and light refreshments on the bus. 
The bus will leave the lower church parking 
lot at 8:30AM and return approximately at 
3:30PM. 

For further information or to make reser-
vations please call Joe and Geri Kabara at

(732) 257-4351 by September 30, 
2009.
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Melody Smith of South Amboy hangs on as two Atlantic bottlenose dolphins carry her across 
the lagoon. The activity was part of a seven-day course called Teen Basic DolphinLab, which 
she attended at the Dolphin Research Center in Grassy Key, Florida.
(Photo courtesy of Dolphin Research Center)

DolphinLab: The Next Generation

Standing on a dock at the Dolphin 
Research Center (DRC), Melody Smith 
signals the Atlantic bottlenose dolphin 
with an enthusiastic OK sign and calls, 
“Circle!” The charismatic marine mammal 
responds by bursting out of the natural sea-
water lagoon with a gravity-defying forward 
somersault.

In July, the Cardinal McCarrick High 
School junior attended a seven-day college-
level course called Teen Basic DolphinLab at 
the facility in Grassy Key, Florida. Students 
may apply for college credits through Florida 
Keys Community College after successfully 
completing the program. Melody’s group 
consisted of 14 students (age 15-17) from 
various regions of the US.

In addition to signal sessions, other 
hands-on activities include medical demon-
strations and deep water swims. Classroom 
seminars cover such topics as conservation; 
dolphin physiology; husbandry; maternity; 
marine mammal stranding; marine mam-
mal law; acoustics; coral reef ecology and 
dolphin intelligence.

 “Interacting with the dolphins was the 
most fun; playtime, signal sessions and the 
swims,” the South Amboy girl said of the 
program.

When asked if any particular seminar 
stands out, Melody reflected on DRC’s Spe-
cial Needs Programs. “We learned how they 
work with children and adults with special 
needs. We didn’t see any sessions, but the 
stories were so emotional,” she said.

One DRC staff member dubbed Melody 
as “second generation DolphinLab” because 
she is the daughter of local author Jerry 
Smith who had previously attended an adult 
DolphinLab. After his experience, Mr. Smith 
wrote Captive Angel, a young adult novel 
about a rebellious teenage girl trying to 
decide whether it is right to keep dolphins 
in a human care setting. 

“If you like marine life and the marine 
environment, it (DRC) is a good place to go,” 
Melody added, “and they have other pro-
grams if you can’t spend a whole week.”

To find out more about the Dolphin 
Research Center, visit www.dolphins.org 
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Long, Long Ago

The year of this photo is unknown, but a good guess might be that it was taken around 
1900.  Scully's Livery and Boarding Stables was located at 108 South Stevens Ave., South 
Amboy, where the C.W. Hoffman Senior Center now stands.  Prior to that, the building was 
the Marathon Bus Company garage for many years.  (Photo anonymously contributed) 

St. Stan's Oktoberfest-September 19
St. Stan's Parish will be holding its annual Oktoberfest on Saturday, Sept. 19 from 3-9 

p.m.  A Family Hayride will be from 3-7 p.m., and Haunted Hayride from 7-10 p.m.  The 
Bier Garten will feature live music, games, wheels, pay-one-price ride specials, delicious 
food, pork loin dinner and more!  Don't miss the Special Friday Night Fright Hayride on 
Sept. 18 from 7-10 p.m.

Blood Drive-Sept. 27
Sacred Heart Council of Catholic 

Women in conjunction with the New Jersey 
Blood Services will sponsor a Blood Drive 
on Sunday, Sept. 27 from 8 a.m. to 1:30 
p.m. in the Sacred Heart School Cafeteria, 
located on Cedar St. and Washington Rd. 
in South Amboy.  Platelet machines will 
be available for those wishing to donate.  A 
Bake Sale will also be held.  Thank you for 
your support.

Fight Diabetes
"Step Out, Walk To Fight Diabetes," is a 

walk being held on Sunday, Oct. 25 at 10 a.m. 
at TD Bank Ballpark home of the Somerset 
Patriots.  Linda Fedorka of South Amboy 
has a team called NJ Cares, and is seeking 
more members and donations for this great 
cause.  To participate or sign up, or donate 
contact Linda Fedorka at: lindabird42@aol.
com or call 732-727-9659. 

F-1 VICTORY PLAZA  (Part I)
By Elaine Holton Scott

On the right side of Komar’s on Stevens 
Avenue, there used to be a paved road wind-
ing its way up a very steep incline.   At the 
top, set far back from the street below, was 
actually a tract of elevated land.  Running 
parallel with lower Main Street on one side 
and Macedulski’s farm on the other, the front 
part of the hill had overlooked the old Knights 
of Columbus building.  On top of this hill was 
barrack-style housing.  Behind the project 
was undeveloped property on which huge 
weeds grew in clumps as high and as wide 
as ice boxes.  In the summer of 1953, my 
family moved into an end unit of one of the 
rowhouses.  It was F-1 Victory Plaza.  

I can still recall some of the last names 
of families who were living there when 
Victory Plaza had become our home that 
year:  the Kaboskis, the Stamns, the Scullys, 
and, I think, John Everett with his wife and 
two young daughters.  If I’m wrong, well, 
that was a long time ago, and I was only 5 
years old.

During that summer, my mother got a 
job at Komar’s sewing lace on ladies slips.  
With my sister, Joan, only five years older 
than I “taking care” of me, everything my 
mother had told her not to do, and every 
place my mother had told her not to go, had 
fallen on deaf ears.   One of the forbidden 
places to go was Macedulski’s farm.  While 
running through the narrow rows between 
the ripened corn one hot afternoon, Joanie 
told me to pick some, disappearing after she 
did.  With the corn stalks towering over me 
and the racket I was making, I neither saw 
nor heard Mr. Macedulski until he stood 
only a few feet away from me.  “Get off my 
land!” he yelled.  “I’ll shoot you if I catch 
you stealing my corn again!” Since he was 
holding a shot gun in the crook of his arm, I 
believed him, running away with a few ears 
of his corn as I did.  

To make money to buy Yoo Hoo from 

the soda chest at Lagoda’s gas station across 
the street from Komar’s took a lot of work.  
Joanie used to get me to pick the wild rasp-
berries growing by the factory, watching as 
I picked the straggly looking berries before 
dropping them into some shabby container 
we had found on the ground.  Afterwards, 
we’d walk to Main Street before knocking 
on the door of an elderly gentleman’s home, 
who just happened to be our only customer.  
No matter how few raspberries were in the 
container, that kind man would buy them.  
After emptying the pathetic looking rasp-
berries into his bowl, off we’d go to get the 
Yoo Hoo.

I can remember hearing about a lady who 
was found murdered in her home on Main 
Street.  Following Joan, we walked through 
the high weeds in the back of the project, until 
we came to a spot overlooking the backyard 
of the woman’s house.  It wasn’t hard to 
locate because the roof was different than 
all the other houses.  Not long afterwards, 
Dr. Jonap, his wife, and son, Johnny, who 
was my age, moved into it.  

For a small child, that first summer living 
on top of the hill at F-1 Victory Plaza was 
one filled with excitement and adventure, 
doing things I had never done before, even if 
I shouldn’t have done all of them.  Being so 
young, I had thought those days would never 
end, but, like everything else, they did.  In 
September of 1953, I started 1st Grade in St. 
Mary’s, and my summer of “wild freedom” 
was quickly ended by Sister Labore.  Whether 
by wielding her long, wooden pointer, or by 
using the “shaking method” to “shake some 
sense into us,” Sister Labore was a nun who 
could have put the fear of God into God, 
Himself.   By the end of the very first day 
in her class, we all believed she did.

(Next Month, F-1 VICTORY PLAZA  
(Part II)
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Where's Inky?
Photo/Story

By Tom Burkard

Jim Dieker, owner of Dieker's Farms on Bordentown Ave. in Sayreville poses proudly with 
his black lab, "Inky," who is a real favorite with customers.  

Inky, a 107-pound black Labrador 
Retriever found a good home at Dieker's 
Farms in Sayreville, 6 years ago on the 
Fourth of July.

At the time, Inky was 6 years old, and 
had three previous owners.   Jim and Jeanne 
Dieker and their family feel very blessed to 
have this wonderful pet.  Jeanne Dieker says 
that the first question customers, adults and 
children usually ask when they arrive at the 
produce stand is "Where's Inky?"  

She is very proud of Inky, as he really 
enjoys people, and they in turn look forward 
to seeing him when they shop at Dieker's 
Farms for their farm-fresh produce. Jeanne 
said that "Inky greets a lot of customers, and 
little kids love him, and aren't afraid of him.  
People even bring him biscuits."  The Diekers 
have a bell that Inky answers to, and he does 
all kinds of tricks.  "He's the only dog we 

know that retrieves a ball," said Jeanne.  If 
Jim is working out in the field in back, and 
someone wants him at the stand, Jeanne tells 
Inky to "Go find Jim," and he runs out, and 
brings him back.  In addition, Inky is a good 
hunter who catches mice and rabbits.

Jim said that "He's never had to be on 
a leash.  He doesn't leave the farm.  Inky's a 
good watch dog too.  My family has always 
had dogs, but he is the best dog we ever had." 
Jim believes Inky is very intelligent, and 
said, "I always wondered how many things 
he knows and didn't show us."

"He's so smart and understands what 
you're telling him.  He listens.  He always 
comes back when we let him out," said 
Jeanne.

Next time you stop at Dieker's Farms on 
Bordentown Ave. in Sayreville, make sure 
you ask, "Where's Inky?"



10   September 19, �009   South Amboy-Sayreville Times

South Amboy's Bill Schwarick Guarded 7 U.S. Presidents, And More    
Exclusive Interview

By Tom Burkard

Secret Service Agent Bill Schwarick (l) is pictured with President George W. Bush in 2000 
during his visit to East Brunswick, NJ.  

Everyone envisions getting a "dream" 
job someday, but for South Amboy native, 
Bill Schwarick, every day at work was 
exciting for him, because in his prestigious 
position as a Secret Service Agent, he was 
assigned at one time or another to guard 
seven United States Presidents and their 
families, Vice-Presidents, Secretary of State 
Henry Kissinger, and an endless number 
of foreign diplomats.  Could you imagine 
being in the company of such elite royalty 
everyday for 29 years?

Bill Schwarick was born and raised in 
South Amboy to Bill Schwarick and The-
resa Crozier Schwarick, both of whom had 
hometown roots going back to the 1800's.  
His grandfather was a lieutenant on the 
Pennsylvania Railroad, and his father was 
a sergeant on the South Amboy Police force 
at the time of his death.  His mother was 
a dedicated elected member of the South 
Amboy Board of Education for many years.  
The Schwarick Family is very proud to have 
a fourth generation in law enforcement, Bill's 
son, Bill who is a Morris County Sheriff's 
Officer.

The retired Secret Service Agent re-
called his youthful days in "The Pleasant 
Little City,"  

"Growing up in South Amboy reminds 
me a lot of the comments made on President 
Ford at his funeral, of the appreciation of 
Main St. America.  That's what we grew up 
with, the town I grew up with.  A lot of people 
influenced my life, men, coaches such as 
Luke Lenahan, Bill "Smokey" Ryan, and my 
father who was a cop in town.  I was lucky 
enough to have surrogate fathers after he 
passed away, Ed O'Leary and Leroy "Red" 
Kurtz, "Inky" Norek, and "Augie" Charm-
ello.  People like that were very influential 
in the formation of South Amboy and the 
way it is today." 

His favorite memories of back then were 
centered around "The Tank," where countless 
locals honed their basketball skills every 
day of the year.  Bill lived around the block 
from the tank and said, "I read your news-
paper and "The Ghost" (A regular feature 
column), and that's the same town I grew up 
in.  Every time I read his stories about The 
Tank, I remember when we played against 
college guys from Seton Hall University, 
including All-American Nick Werkman, 
who came up there to play.  I was also at 
the same dances "The Ghost" was at down 
by the old Hoffman High in the pit between 
the school and the old City Hall on John St.  
So many fond memories flood back when I 
read "The Ghost."

Some of his closest friends in South 
Amboy were Jack Kreiger, Joe Pohl, who 
was his teammate from Little League 
through high school, Jim Kennedy and Artie 
O'Donnell.  His big hero was Mickey Mantle 
and favorite team, the Yankees of course, 
even though his dad was a huge New York 
Giants baseball team fan.  He was at the old 
Polo Grounds with his father one time, and 
looked over towards Yankee Stadium and 
"I was wishing I was there instead."   Many 
years later, he got to meet Mickey at his 

restaurant in New York.
A few of his summer jobs included 

AS&R in Perth Amboy, DuPont, and in the 
Middlesex County park system, where "We 
were picking up garbage." 

Bill graduated from St. Bonaventure's 
University with a major in history, but felt 
"It was the right thing for me to do to go 
into law enforcement, as it was kind of a 
"family business."  He applied to the State 
Police, FBI, and Secret Service which "came 
through," and he began his illustrious career 
protecting some of the most famous people 
in the world in 1971.

He felt that the Secret Service was 
"A natural fit for me.  As a history major 
in college, I was always interested in the 
assassinations.  Anyone of us who grew up 
around the time of the Kennedy assassina-
tion was affected all of our lives.  I thought 
it was an opportunity for me go give back 
a little bit."

After 16 weeks of intensive training at 
the Secret Service Academy and Treasury 
Law Enforcement School, his first assign-
ment was the New York office in 1971, 
and then he transferred to Washington, DC 
in 1975 where he worked for a number of 
years.  Richard Nixon was the first presi-
dent he guarded, and although brief, it was 
during Watergate.  At the time of Nixon's 
resignation, Agent Schwarick was assigned 
to Nelson Rockefeller.

When Nixon left the White House and 
retired to private life in New Jersey, Bill 
guarded him, and fondly recalls, "He was 
very nice, pleasant, calm and peaceful.  We 
walked early in the morning usually 4:30 or 
5 a.m., when we were working midnights.  
He used to come out and take a walk before 
going to the office to get some fresh air and 
wake up.  He was a very regular guy, con-
sumed with talking about sports, which he 
loved, especially if he thought you (Secret 
Service Agents) knew anything about sports 
or played anything, or was an athlete.  Once 
he found out you played baseball, he'd talk 
about the Washington Senators or if you 
had played football, he'd talk about the 
Redskins, a team he was consumed with, 
or discuss  who the Yankees should get in a 
trade.  We always had nice, relaxing early 
morning strolls.  We had conversations about 
everything.  So you see them differently.  
You see the professional persona, but also 
see a private persona." 

So what other high-profile people did 
Bill protect, and what other wonderful 
memories stand out?  There are many, so 
fasten your seat belts, and here we go.

Agent Schwarick guarded the following 
U.S. Presidents: Richard M. Nixon, Gerald 
Ford, Jimmy Carter, Ronald Reagan, George 
H.W. Bush, Bill Clinton, and George W. 
Bush.

As for the current President Bush, Bill 
said that, "I retired in 2000, just as he was 
being elected, and I guarded him a few times."  
He commented that President Clinton "Was 
a nice guy."

Schwarick had high praise for President 
Reagan and also George H.W. Bush.  On 

Reagan: "He was a very nice man, honor-
able, and I never saw him without a suit 
jacket on.  He had a lot of respect for the 
office, the people of this country, and the 
White House.  He was a real class act!  In 
'86, Bill was in charge of security for the 
re-dedication of the Statue of Liberty, and 
Reagan and Mitterand of France were both 
in attendance.

Special Agent Schwarick was assigned 
to Reagan's daughter, Maureen at the time 
of the assassination attempt.  They were in 
California when they got the call, and had 
to hurry back and fly cross country, and the 
special agents then worked 24-36 straight 
hours, guarding the president at the hospital.  
Reagan's was seriously wounded, and ac-
cording to Schwarick, "It was touch-and-go 
for awhile for him."

One of Bill's favorite memories which 
showed a president's kindness occured when 
the agents were on assignment at Ken-
nebunkport, Maine with President George 
H.W. Bush, and the Commander-In-Chief 
went into a country store alone, because he 
was "Known for years by the locals, and 
they were on a first name basis with him."  
The president and the agents then went out 
to a lake fishing, and Bill and other agents 
who were in the chase boat following the 
president, received a call from their su-
pervisor to get over to Bush's boat.  They 
hurried over, and when they got there, "The 
president threw a bag of lures and bait over 
to us, because that's what he went into town 
to buy, knowing we wouldn't have any on 
our chase boat.  You're around and get to see 
when they do the nice personable, real-life 
things," said Schwarick.  P.S.  They didn't 
catch any fish that day!  He also jogged with 
Bush, and said, "We ran a couple of miles.  
Try running it with a gun, radio and a few 
other things."

Bush (The father) was the most fun of all 
the presidents according to Schwarick.  "He 
was a very regular guy, who you'd go out on 
a boat with and go fishing or go golfing with.  
The kind of guy if in South Amboy, you'd 
love to hang out with him.  A good guy.

"Jerry Ford was a nice man.  Just like 
you've seen recently in the media, he was 
a down to earth, regular guy, who was not 
impressed with his office.  He was a true 
person, with Main Street values.  He was 
not at all a klutz, as he was portrayed by 
the media.  He was a football All-American 
center for Michigan.  He skied until he was 
in his 80's, and golfed attournaments.  He 
was an exceptional athlete.  He went along 
with all the jokes that were said about him, 
to show what a regular guy he was," the 
South Amboy resident stated.

Bill also spent time on President Jimmy 
Carter's Peanut Farm in Plains, Georgia.  "It 
was a difference, a change to come from 
the Ford-Rockefeller White House where 
everything was very professional, everyone 
was in suits and ties, to go to cowboy boots 
and levis.  Quite a change," he said.

President Lyndon B. Johnson, was 
retired when Schwarick met him.  "He was 
very, very Texan.  Very larger than life, and 
very open."

Who was Bill's favorite president in his-
tory?  "Abraham Lincoln, after reading and 
studying about him.  He was pivotal in our 
history.  One of the best things he brought 
to the table was that he was a common man, 
much like Jerry Ford."

Schwarick also worked for the families 
of the presidents, who accepted the special 
agents easily because "The generations be-
fore (In Secret Service) were professional 
in their job, and we just carried on.  That's 
the way we were brought up on the inside 
to be professionals," he stated.

He guarded most of the First Ladies, 
some of their children, including "the 
Mondale kids, Rockefeller kids, and Amy 
Carter."  Bill said he felt most comfortable 
with Vice-President Rockefeller's family.  
"They probably had more money than you 
or I can comprehend, but the Rockefeller's 
were probably some of the nicest people 
you could ever meet."  One of his favorite 

memories in his exciting career happened 
on New Year's Eve when the Secret Service 
Special Agents were returning from Caracas, 
Venezuela on Air Force 2 with Vice-Presi-
dent Rockefeller.  "He (Rockefeller) called 
the steward over and made sure everyone 
of the agents had a drink for New Year's," 
recalled Schwarick.

He also felt that "President Reagan's 
kids were very nice to be around.  Ronnie 
Jr. was in the Ballet Company in New York, 
and I was assigned to his daughter Maureen 
a lot.  They were very nice, down-to-earth 
people." 

The list of famous people he protected 
in the political arena is endless.  He was 
with Pope John Paul II when he was in the 
U.S.  Bill shook his hand and said to him, 
"Your eminence, your holiness, that type 
of thing."

He also guarded Golda Meir who was 
"The most interesting non-American" he 
secured.  Bill said that, "She was an Ameri-
can born in the Midwest, who imigrated to 
Israel and became Prime Minister.  She was 
a fiercely bright individual to be around, and 
that was when I smoked and she bummed 
cigarettes off of me."

The Queen of England was also under 
his protection when she visited the U.S. in 
'83.  He guarded Arafat during the Accord 
Talks.   He was also in Iran when the Shah of 
Iran ruled the country.  "There were so many 
foreign dignitaries, kings and presidents, 
and every year at the U.N., you secure 3 or 
4 in the month of September.  There were 
so many, you don't even remember," said 
Schwarick.  

One of Bill's last assignments before he 
retired in 2000, was being in charge of Bill 
Bradley's residence security.      

He was assigned to Secretary of State 
Henry Kissinger for a couple of years, and 
says, "There were very few places on the 
globe we didn't get to visit."  One of the most 
impressive was walking on the Great Wall 
of China with Kissinger.  He also went on 
a Safari in Africa with him, really great for 
a kid from South Amboy, huh?

Special Agent Schwarick guarded Jac-
queline Kennedy "A few times," and also her 
children Caroline and John Jr. "When they 
were very young."  He also was assigned to 
Senator Edward "Teddy" Kennedy when he 
ran for president in '82.  "He was all friendly 
and outgoing, trying to be elected at the 
time," Schwarick said.

"There were only 2 people I met in 
my career that left me dumb-founded, and 
I shook hands with, John Wayne "He's 
everybody's hero.  I met him in '72 at the 
Convention in Miami.  I also met Bishop 
Fulton J. Sheen."  Bill recalled as a Catholic 
school kid attending St. Mary's, growing 
up watching him on TV.  "To me it was like 
meeting God," he said.  

So, Bill, what did you like best about 
being a Secret Service Agent?  "It was inter-
esting.  You really didn't have too many days 
that were boring.  Not a lot of mundane.  Even 
back in the field offices, the investigations 
are very important, and each one of those 
was very different, and you're always flying 
around the country.  It was a very interesting 
29 years."  Rest assured, it wasn't all fun and 
games, as Schwarick had "one or two close 
calls," but could not give the details.

"The best part of the job was the travel, 
and the worst part was travel.  We were 
always at a moments notice and ready to 
travel.  Now I'm retired and can spend time 
around the house like normal people do and 
do things," he said.  His wife said the toughest 
part for her was when he went on assignment 
for long periods of time, "When he had to 
go away sometimes for 3 weeks."

Special Agent Schwarick also worked 
on major criminal cases, and was part of the 
team on the Billy Cannon (Former Heisman 
Trophy Winner) case.  "We locked him up 
on that case for counterfeit."  He was also 
involved in a number of interesting wiretaps.  
At the time, Schwarick was assigned to the 
Counterfeit Squad in the New York Field 

continued on page 13
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Royal Bakery & Deli on Washington Rd. in Parlin has closed its doors for the final time.  
The Bakery, in operation since 1971, has been regarded by many as the best in Sayreville.  
Marie, family and staff will be missed.  Thank you!  (Photo by Tom Burkard)

OLV Senior Trip To 
Christmas Concert 
at Padre Pio Center

The OLV Senior Group is sponsoring a 
trip on Sunday, November 29, 2009 to the 
Christmas Concert at the National Center for 
Padre Pio in Barto, Pennsylvania. The price 
of the trip is $30.00. There will be a lunch 
stop prior to arrival at the center. The bus will 
leave the lower church parking lot at 11AM 
and return at approximately 6PM. For further 
information or to make reservations please 
call Joe and Geri Kabara at (732)257-4351 
by November 14, 2009.

The Miraculous Prayer
Dear Heart of Jesus, in the past I have asked for many 

favors.  This time I ask you this my special one (mention 
favor).  Take it, Dear Jesus, and place it within your own 
broken heart, where your Father sees it.  Then, in His merci-
ful eyes, it will become your favor, not mine.  Amen.  (Say 
this prayer for 3 days, promise publication and your favor 
will be granted.  Never known to fail.)  -E.P.

PRAYER TO THE BLESSED VIRGIN
(Never known to fail)  Oh, most beautiful flower of 

Mt. Carmel, Fruitful vine, splendor of Heaven, blessed 
Mother of the Son of God, Immaculate Virgin, assist 
me in my necessity.  Oh Star of the Sea, help me 
and show me, herein  you are my mother.  Oh, Holy 
Mary, Mother of God, Queen of Heaven and Earth!  I 
humbly beseech you from the bottom of my heart to 
succor me in this necessity.  There are none that can 
withstand your power.  Oh, show me herein you are 
my mother.  Oh Mary, conceived without sin, pray for 
us who have recourse to thee (3 times).  Holy Mary, 
I place this cause in your hands (3 times).  Say this 
prayer for 3 consecutive days.  You must publish  it and 
it will be granted to you.  Thank you.  -B.T.S.

Big Band Express 
Concert

The Pat Mash Big Band Express will 
perform on Thurs., Oct. 1 at the Senior Cen-
ter, Main St., Sayreville at 7:30 p.m.  The 
event, sponsored by The Cultural Arts Coun-
cil of the Borough of Sayreville is FREE, with 
light refreshments.  All ages are welcome.  
For more info call 732-257-6510.
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Old Friends & Family

1944-This photo was taken somewhere in South Amboy during World War II.  Pictured 
top row (l-r) Ann Cashman, Eddie Conroy, Jo-Ann O'Leary, John S. "Ang" Dooling (City 
Electrician at the time), Jean Dooling, Henny "The D.J." Conroy, Pat Cashman.  Bottom row 
(l-r) Bob Noble, Mary Cashman, Jack Dooling.  (Photo courtesy of Frank Hunt)

Kevin Wiater (center with plaque) a freshman at Cardinal McCarrick High School is shown 
receiving a plaque and American Flag from Ronnie Micciulla (holding flag).  Kevin was 
recognized for his efforts supporting our Troops through the ARMS organization.  Kevin 
has helped the residents of Shoregate, packing boxes and collecting items for the troops 
overseas.  He also helped to make Shoregate’s  ARMS fundraiser picnic a success by 
purchasing items for the picnic.  Kevin consistently thinks of others and how he can help 
them before thinking of himself.  Also pictured are Kevin’s parents Matthew and Denise, his 
brother Matt and his grandmother, Bea Harvey (far right).  (Photo by Brian Stratton)

Lina Dreesen (r)of Shore Gate, presents 
Ronnie Micciulla(l), Director of A.R.M.S., with 
a check from funds donated by the residents 
during Shore Gate's annual A.R.M.S. 
fundraiser picnic.

THE HENNY THE DJ RADIO SHOW - 2
By Henny the DJ

I’m really excited about South Amboy 
having its own radio and television stations.  
I know that sounds self serving since I’m 
going to have a radio “show” on myself, 
but it’s more than that. After meeting and 
talking to Stan and Marty, the management 
of www.raritanbayradio.com and TV Chan-
nel 15 in town, I can really see the potential 
for fun communication that this facility can 
provide.

Just as the SA Times has been the catalyst 
for a renewed interest and appreciation for the 
South Amboy legacy of childhood memories 
of people and experiences that the town 

provided us growing up; our own worldwide 
internet radio station www.raritanbayradio.
com, as well as the town cable TV station TV 
15, now give us a real chance to reconnect 
with those same people and to live again 
some of those memories along with the same 
music from those special times.

On September 21st, starting at 7pm I will 
do what I can to help bring this potential into 
actuality. I will have an open line, three hour, 
call-in, Doo Wop oriented radio show with 
the ability to talk to not only people still in 
town, but ex-South Amboyans now living, 
literally, the world over. Even soldiers from 
our area serving in Afghanistan and Iraq or 
anywhere could hear the show and would 
have the ability to contact us when the show 
is being broadcast and make requests. 

So, for now, go to your computer or 
BlackBerry and bookmark www. raritan-
bayradio.com, that’s the internet address 
for the radio show and get it ready for 
September 21st.  Put cirrus@optonline.net 
in your toolbar to email any comments you 
may have directly to the station any time 
you like. Write this phone number down: 
732 967-4321, that’s the number to call 
when the show is actually airing to make a 
request or to talk to me. And also the night 
of the show we’ll give you an AOL address 
to i-mail me, too.

Thank you all and see you Monday, 
September 21st, at 7 pm sharp at www.
raritanbayradio.com

A PRAYER FOR HEALING
Lord, you invited all who are burdened to come 

to You.  Allow your healing hand to heal me.  Touch 
my soul with Your compassion for others.  Touch 
my heart with Your courage and infinite love for all.  
Touch my mind with Your wisdom, that my mouth may 
always proclaim Your praise.  Teach me to reach out 
to You in my need.  Help me to lead others to You by 
my example.  Most loving Heart of Jesus, bring me 
health in body and spirit so that I may serve You with 
all my strength.  Touch gently this life which you have 
created.  Amen -T.B.
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Office, probably the premier investigative 
squad in the country.  He also restrained 
crowds, and ran alongside presidents riding 
in limousines.  "It's all part of the game," 
he said.

Schwarick was an Advance Agent at 
the Paris Peace Accord, and with Jimmy 
Carter at the Middle East Peace Talk.  He 
was one of the first Advance Agents that 
went into China as a check for Kissinger, 
and that opened it up.  Bill rode on a camel 
at the Great Pyrimads, and was to the Soviet 
Union 4 times.  Of course, he was at Camp 
David many times during his career.

What about all of these great places 
you've been to?  "You're lucky enough in 
the job to get to see and do these things.  
Granted, you're working the other 12 hours 
in the day, and sleep for 4, and try to get some 
sightseeing in if you can when you're there.  
A lot of the time, you're actually sitting in 
the follow-up car or on a safari in Africa in 
a follow-up jeep.  You can't appreciate these 
places like a real tourist would, but yet, you're 
there, experiencing it. "

Bill said that being in his position and 
traveling all over the world was a big change 
from South Amboy.  "At this time in my life, 
a lot of what I saw makes me appreciate what 
I have here.  You miss it.  If you don't get 
out and experience something else, you don't 
appreciate what you have.  We are all very 
proud of being from South Amboy.  I think 
you can go home again," he said, and South 
Amboy is glad to have him back.

Bill, a very modest man, has been on 
TV countless times guarding the presidents 
and dignitaries, but never interviewed.   He 
said, "I couldn't or wouldn't do that.  I'm 
breaking my personal vow just for you.  I 
would never do an interview, and I won't 
do it again."

He has recently retired as the Chief 
of Security for the Perth Amboy Board of 
Education.

Bill Schwarick
continued from page 10

"I was very lucky to do a lot of things.  
As I look back on my career with The Secret 
Service, it's like a mosaic, a compilation.  It's 
like fine wine, as it ages it gets better.  

The Schwarick Notebook:
Bill's wife is Blanche.  His son William 

is a Sheriff's Officer in Morris County.  He 
has 2 grandchildren William and Sarah.  
Hobbies-"Shooting and my 2 grandchildren."  
Favorite Food-Italian; Favorite Music-"Tra-
ditional, old school-Sinatra, Dean Martin."  
Favorite 60's Group-The Beach Boys.  If 
he did not become a Secret Service Agent-
"If not taking after my father's side in law 
enforcement, probably my mother's side, 
and been a teacher.  I probably would have 
taught history."

School has begun, and construction work and renovations are still being done on the front 
of Sayreville War Memorial High School on Washington Road.  (Photo by Tom Burkard)

2009 Champions:  The DEFENDERS sponsored by South Pine Liquors captured the 
Sayreville Men’s Basketball League championship for the second straight year with a record 
of 16 wins and only 1 loss.  The team consisted of friends who have been competing against 
each other on the hardwood since high school.  Back Row: Mike Wisneski, Stephen Liberty, 
Ed Fulham, Ernst Ambroise, Kevin Baptiste-Ousley “Oz”, Steven Calvaruso.  Kneeling:  
Donnie Reid, Jordan Manley.   Not Pictured: Ralph “Mo”, Mike Costello. Congratulations 
Guys. (Photo Submitted)

55th Class Reunion
Sayreville War Memorial High School 

Class of 1954 will be holding a 55th Class 
Reunion on Saturday, Oct. 17 from 1-5 p.m. 
at the Buttonwood Manor, 845 Rt. 34, Ma-
tawan, NJ.  The cost is $60 per person and will 
include a 1-hour open bar, and a complete 
sit-down luncheon.  Please contact Janet 
Talbot at 732-238-1554 or Swmhs1954@
optimum.net for more information.

40th Class Reunion
St. Mary's High School Class of 1969 

is hoping to hold a 40th Reunion in October 
or November.  We are seeking current e-
mail/home addresses or phone numbers of 
classmates, who are interested in attending 
this monumental event.  Plans are in the 
works for a very informal/affordable affair.  
If anyone has information on any of the 1969 
graduates, please contact The SA Times at 
732-727-0398 or via e-mail: mrpublisher1@
cs.com.  You may also contact Joe Casey at: 
jcasey@aol.com.
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Remember When?

1980-The new Sayreville Public Safety Complex was nearing completion.  On Dec. 6, 
1980, the Borough held a huge, gala dedication ceremony.  (Photo courtesy of Danny 
Salvaggio)

National Library 
Card Sign-up 
Month @ Dowdell

September is National Library Card 
Sign-up Month!  The Sadie Pope Dowdell 
Library  of South Amboy is a place for op-
portunity, education and lifelong learning.  
Free movies, music, magazines, bestsellers, 
children’s programs, notary services, etc. 
are available.

Your library also plays a vital role in 
providing free 24/7 web resources from 
your home or office.  The library’s web 
page is www.dowdell.org.  24/7 informa-
tion is available through Jerseyclicks www.
jerseyclicks.com just by using your 8-digit 
library card number! Ask for the free guide 
the next time you’re in. So, take advantage 
of your community’s resources and see your 
librarian for all your information needs – the 
ultimate search engine. 

For more information, contact the 
library at 732-721-6060 or comments@
dowdell.org. The South Amboy Library 
is adjacent to the High School; hours are 
Monday, Tuesday and Thursday 9 am – 8 
pm; Wednesday and Friday 9 am – 5 pm 
and Saturday (after Labor Day) from 10 
am to 4 pm.

Drwal to drop re-election bid
Democratic candidate to undergo 

treatment for service-related condition. 
John S. Wisniewski, Chairman of the 
Sayreville Democratic Organization, 
confirmed today that Councilman Stanley 
Drwal has submitted a letter announc-
ing he will not seek re-election this fall.  
“Councilman Drwal has informed me that 
he will be spending significant time during 
this fall seeking treatment for a service-re-
lated condition, and as a consequence will 
be dropping his bid for re-election. It is with 
profound sadness that I accept his letter,” 
said Wisniewski. “Stanley’s commitment 
to this community is unquestionable. From 
protecting open spaces, fighting to relieve 
our congested roadways, to his recent plan 
to promote safety within our community’s 
housing complexes; Stanley has made 
enormous contributions to Sayreville.  The 
Democratic Party is extremely proud to 
have had him as our candidate and as a 
Borough Councilman.  However, Stanley 
is doing what is important for him and 
his wife  – he is focusing on his health.” 

A 24-year veteran of the U.S. Army, Drwal 
retired as a Lieutenant Colonel after being 
deployed in various regions throughout the 
world.  One of his last assignments placed him 
in the Balkans, where a significant number 
of veterans have reported similar conditions.   
“Stan is a war hero and a dear friend,” stated 
Dennis Grobelny, a former Councilman and 
Drwal’s current runningmate.  “He’s one 
of the most honorable and hardest working 
people I’ve had the privilege to work with.” 
Drwal was first elected in 2004. He led the 
fight to preserve over 400 acres of open space, 
and started the Sayreville Conservation 
Corps. He is an active member of Sayreville 
VFW Post 4699, American Legion Post 211, 
and Disabled American Veterans Chapter 67. 
“Stan’s honorable service to this country 
and to our community are indicative of the 
values that make him such a good Coun-
cilman and friend,” stated Councilwoman 
Kathy Makowski, the chairwoman of the 
Drwal & Grobelny campaign. “Although 
he’ll be helping out as much as he can, he 
will certainly be missed as a candidate.”

Auxiliary Police 
Needed

The Sayreville Auxiliary Police are 
seeking new members to join its volunteer 
force.  Interested applicants must b 18 years 
of age or older, be able to pass a criminal 
background check, and possess a valid NJ 
driver's license.  Applicants can download an 
application from: www.sayrevillepoliceaux.
org, or send a letter of interest to: Sayreville 
Police Dept., Attn: Auxiliary Police, 1000 
Main St., Sayreville, NJ 08872.  Include your 
full legal name, address, phone number and 
a brief summary about yourself.

Hi Tom,
My sister Barbara Keller Schnuck in-

troduced me to your website.  I'm grateful 
to have The South Amboy-Sayreville Times 
at my fingertips.  I have been homesick of 
late.  This is after being away from South 
Amboy for 40 years, ministering in Maine, 
now retired, living in North Carolina.

Thank You,
Retired Pastor John D. Keller
(Formerly of South Amboy)
North Carolina

Down The Hatch
By Al Gomolka Jr.

Times Poet Laureate
c.2009

Thirsty?
Takes 3 sips to fill a taste
Takes 2 tastes to fill a shot
Takes 3 shots to fill a slug
Takes 2 slugs to fill a gulp
Takes 10 gulps to fill a chug
Here's to ya!
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1999-The movie "Coyote Ugly" filmed some scenes in South Amboy.  Pictured is the building 
located on the corner of South Broadway and David Street which was rented by the movie 
company and turned into a pizzeria called Sea Side Pizza.  Locals initially believed that a 
new pizza business had come to South Amboy, and were really surprised that a big-time 
movie was being shot in "The Pleasant Little City."  The building is now home to Amboy's 
Fresh Garden business.  (Photo by Tom Burkard)

10 Years Ago-Coyote Ugly Came To South Amboy
By Tom Burkard

It's hard to believe, but it's been 10 years 
ago since South Amboy was infiltrated with 
Hollywood types, actors, producers, direc-
tors, etc., while parts of the movie, "Coyote 
Ugly" was being filmed on the corner of 
South Broadway and David Street.  The 
building which is now the Amboy's Fresh 
Market, served as the setting for the film's Sea 
Side Pizza.  Producer Jerry Bruckheimer's 
film featured Jersey girl, Piper Perabo, 
who emerged as the star of the movie.  She 
portrayed a waitress at the pizzeria, with 
aspirations to become a superstar singer/
songwriter.  She chased her dreams to New 
York City, despite concerns of her father, 
who was portrayed by the world-renowned 
actor John Goodman.  Perabo, played the 
role of Violet Sanford, AKA "Jersey," and 
landed a job at a NYC bar  called Coyote 
Ugly .  While working there, the aspiring 
young woman came out of her shell, and 
continued to pursue her dream. 

Initial reports in the City of South 

Amboy circulated around town, with people 
actually thinking there was a new pizza parlor 
on Broadway.  Young and old alike said they 
were looking forward to trying the pizza at the 
"new business."  Throughout the shoot, local 
curiosity seekers and stargazers cruised along 
Broadway in hopes of getting a glimpse of 
movie stars who had invaded "The Pleasant 
Little City."  Actress Tyra Banks portrayed 
the role of Zoe, and Johnny Knoxville had 
a bit part as a College Guy.  Two local busi-
nesses were offered large sums of money by 
the movie company to use their stores/shops 
during the shooting.   In addition to the South 
Amboy shooting location, scenes were also 
done at Sea Bright, NJ, Atlantic Beach, NY, 
and New York City. 

The Coyote Ugly days were pretty 
exciting ones for local residents, probably 
reminiscent of when Woody Allen's "Purple 
Rose of Cairo" was shot at the old Raritan 
Diner on Bordentown Ave.  Mia Farrow 
starred in that movie with Allen. 
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#1 Pop Hits-Sept. 19
2000-Music-Madonna
1990-Release Me-Wilson Phillips
1980-Upside Down-Diana Ross
1970-Ain't No Mountain-Diana Ross
1960-The Twist-Chubby Checker

#1 Country Hits-
Sept. 19
1995-I Like It, I Love It-Tim McGraw
1985-Modern Day Romance-Nitty Gritty 
Dirt Band
1975-Feelins'-C. Twitty & L.Lynn
1965-Is It Really Over-Jim Reeves

English, Romeo On 
Youtube.Com

Former South Amboy residents Myron 
"Flip" English and Michael Romeo are hav-
ing plenty of success in their music careers.  
The talented English is the leader of the 3-
piece band, "Lesser of Two," and plays lead 
Vox guitar, sings lead, and also plays piano, 
bass, sax, rhythm, and acoustic guitar.  In 
'99, the group recorded "On With The Show" 
which included a wide-range in songs from 
Hard Rock and Metal to Reggae, and "a lot in 
between material."  The songs craft passion, 
energy and true emotion.  "Cycles" another 
album by Lesser of Two, topped the charts 
on American Idol Underground.

 Michael Romeo and his band Sym-
phony X, have toured the world for years, 
performing their many Alternative Rock 
hits.  Other original members of Symphony 
X who are from the local area are Thomas 
Miller and Mike Pinella.

You can see both of these groups on 
youtube.com.  Just type in Lesser of Two, 
and also Symphony X. 

Music Trivia
Bob or Bobby

By Tom Burkard

1.__Wildwood Days a.Bobby Vinton
2.__The Monster Mash b.Bob Dylan
3.__Roses Are Red c.Bobby Goldsboro
4.__Rubber Ball d.Bobbie Gentry
5.__Like A Rolling Stone e.Bobby Brown
6.__My Special Angel f.Bobby "Boris" Pickett
7.__My Prerogative g.Bobby Helms
8.__Mack The Knife h.Bobby Vee
9.__Ode To Billie Joe i.Bobby Rydell
10._500 Miles Away From Home j.Bobby Bloom
11._Montego Bay k.Bobby Bare
12._Music To Watch Girls By l.Bob Crewe
13._Rock-in Robin m.Bobby Darin
14._Little Things n.Bobby Hebb
15._Sunny o.Bobby Day

Answers
1i 2f 3a 4h 5b 6g 7e 8m 9d 10k 11j 12l 13o 14c 15n.

History Of Local 
Rock Bands/
Entertainers Part 1

By Clem Skarzynski
The following is a listing of local Rock 

Bands/Entertainers through the years.  How 
many do you recall? Roger Johnson & The 
Hub Caps (1957-present); The Rockets 
(1958-60); The Ramrods (1961-62); Buzz & 
Fuzz (1960); Megatons (1962-64); Megaton 
(1964-?); Cascades (1962-?); The Elegants 
I (1961-66); The Elegants II (1966-67); The 
Thudertones (1962-66); The Videls (1962-
65); The Rondells (1963-66); Just 4 Kicks 
(1966-67); The Renegades (1964-67); The 
Misfits (1963-67); The Citations (1962-64); 
The Austin Four (1964-68); Frank Thomas 
& The Coachmen (1964-68); Del Royals 
(1961-63); The Crescents (1964-66); Carl 
Scott & The Jades (1966-67); Vibratones 
(1962-65); Savages (1963-65); The Surfs 
(1965-66); The Generations (1965-68); The 
Profit$ (1965-68); The Royals (1964); The 
Royal Plums (1965-66); The Blarney Stones 
(1966); Brian O'Connor (1966-Present); 
The Aztecs (Mid-1960's); Bachelor Fathers 
(1967); The Leisurely Times (1967); Strange 
Brew (1967-71); The Invaders (1968-71).  

Next Month: Part 2.    

Thurman Munson 
Number 15
(Author Unknown)
He's a guy we'll never forget
One of the best competitors yet
Came from Ohio, Kent State U.
The finest young catcher
Too good to be true
Number 15, number 15 destined for fame
He was the Yankees leader
The top catcher in the game
Thurman Munson, Thurman Munson
Destined for fame
Thurm's final call came in August '79
When the plane crash ended it all
Thurman Munson, number 15
Destined for fame
He'll never be forgotten
For his great ballgame.

SA Dems Come Out 
Despite The Rain 

By Teo “Weebles” Weber 
About 200 loyal South Amboy Demo-

crats were at the annual Picnic on Saturday 
Sept 12th held at Frog Hallow.  Among 
the notables who attended were SA Mayor 
Jack O’Leary, Congressman Frank Pallone,  
Councilmen, Fred Henry,  Russ Stillwagon 
and Joe Connors, also the 19th District As-
sembly Candidate Craig Coughlin and Free-
holders Millie Scott, Ron Rios,  Carol Barrett 
and Freeholder Director Pete Delina.

Everyone enjoyed the food and music 
by D J Tony G.  All are looking forward to 
a Democratic Victory on Election Day.
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Fords Clara Barton Little League Tournament - 12 year olds.  BOTTOM ROW: ({l-r) Giovanni 
G-Man Spatoro, Riley Rone, Jamie Perez, Julian Munoz, Keith Warzecha, Tim Kales, Dan 
Gentile, Max Garcia. TOP ROW: (l-r) Coach Walter Warzecha, Patrick O'Leary, Coach 
Jimmy Perez, Sam Riley, Anthony Caarbuhg, Jovon Taylor, Coach Rob Garcia, Nick Reagan, 
Coach Gene Reagan, Manager Dave Kales

Mulvey Pitching For Arizona
By Tom Burkard

On Sept. 1, pitcher Kevin Mulvey was 
claimed by the Arizona Diamondbacks off 
waivers from the Minnesota Twins' organi-
zation.  The D-Backs are expected to send 
cash considerations to the Twins for the 
right-hander from Parlin.  Minnesota claimed 
Arizona pitcher, Jon Rauch on waivers on 
Aug. 28, and Mulvey is the player that was 
to be named later in the Rauch transaction.

Kevin was 5-8 with a 3.93 ERA in 24 
starts for Triple-A Rochester this year.  He 
appeared in 2 games with the Twins, earlier 
in the season, and allowed 4 runs and 6 hits 
in 1 1/3 innings.

D-Backs manager, A.J. Hinch stated 
that Mulvey was "Kind of stuck behind a 
good group of pitchers in Minnesota.  He's 
a 2nd round draft-pick, he's had success at 
the upper minor league levels for a couple 
of years now, and kind of fits into our need."  
Mulvey will initially move into the Arizona 
bullpen, and Hinch added that "It wouldn't 
shock me if he gets a start sometime in 
September."

D-Backs GM Josh Byrnes said that the 
team is thinking ahead to next year, and hopes 
to create some depth and competition in the 
starting rotation, and Mulvey "Certainly will 
fit into that competition.  He's a 4-pitch guy, 
athletic and we're happy to have him."

Mulvey is wearing uniform number 57 
for Arizona.

Mulvey said that "I think it's a great 
opportunity.  Now it's up to me to just work 
hard and hope for success and do everything 
that I can.  However I can help this team is 
fine by me."

In his first major league start on Sept. 
12, Kevin pitched 4 innings, gave up 6 
earned runs, 11 hits, and lost for the first 
time in the bigs, as the D-Backs bowed to 
the Milwaukee Brewers, 9-2.

Kuczynski Wins Prestigious Scholarship
Rowan Univesity runner Greg Kuc-

zynski received a NCAA Postgraduate 
Scholarship for track and field.  Every year, 
the NCAA awards up to 174 postgraduate 
scholarships to student-athletes in their final 
year of intercollegiate athletics competition, 
and excel both academically and athleti-
cally.  The one-time nonrenewable grant is 
for $7,500.

In May, Kuczynski, a 2005 Sayreville 
War Memorial HS graduate, received his 
degree in Civil Engineering.  His 3.947 GPA 
ranked highest among Rowan's student-
athletes.  He earned 2009 College Sports 
Information Directors of America (Co-
SIDA)/ESPN The Magazine All-America 
Men's Track and Field/Cross Country 3rd 
Team honors.  He is also a CoSIDA/ESPN 
The Magazine Academic All-District II 
selection.

This season, Kuczynski was chosen 
to the U.S. Track & Field Cross Country 
Association (USTFCCCA) All-Academic 
Team for the third time.  He was named to 

Jersey Athletic Conference (NJAC) Cross 
Country All-Conference 2nd Team for the 
fourth year in a row, and he collected NJAC 
All-Academic first team honors for the 
second consecutive year.  Kuczynski was 
named the 2008 Philadelphia Inquirer Cross 
Country Academic All Area "Player of the 
Year," and to the Academic All-Area Team 
for the fourth consecutive year.

In outdoor track, he posted Rowan's top 
time in the 3000 meters (8:58.73) and was 
2nd in the 5000 meters (15:25.79).  He was 
also part of the Profs' top 4X800 meter relay 
that had a time of 8:29.81.  In cross country, 
Kuczynski finished 56th at the NCAA Atlan-
tic Regionals with a time of 27:20.  He took 
8th at the NJ Athletic Conference (NJAC) 
Championships (26:22.80).  He was the in-
dividual winner at the Delaware Invitational.  
He recorded season bests of 26:22.80 in the 
8K and 19:50.70 in the 6K.

Congratulations to Greg, a truly out-
standing student-athlete!

South Amboy Wins Fords Tourney
South Amboy's 12-year old All-Stars 

won 4 straight games, and breezed to the 
Fords Clara Barton Little League Tourna-
ment championship.

In Game 1, South Amboy took on a 
tough tourney host, Metuchen, and came 
from behind in the last inning to win it, 3-2.  
Jovon Taylor drilled an RBI single to tie the 
game 2-2, and Keith Warzecha lined a single 
to right-center for the game winner.  Dan 
Gentile picked up the victory in relief.

SA pounded Jamesburg, 8-3 in Game 2.  
Nick Reagan was the winning pitcher, hurl-
ing 5 strong innings and allowing 2 runs on 
3 hits.  Max Garcia unloaded a grand slam 
home run in the fourth inning, as SA pulled 
away with the triumph.

Riley Rone fired a brilliant no-hitter 
to lead South Amboy to a 10-0 romp over 
neighboring Sayreville in the semifinals.  
Rone came close to a perfect game while 

issuing only 2 walks.
In the championship game, South 

Amboy emerged victorious over a talented 
Elizabeth team, easily defeating them, 6-0.  
Tim Kales, making the final start of his Little 
League career was sensational.  He fired a 
beautiful 2-hitter, and struck out 12 batters 
for a complete game victory, and the title.  
Nick Reagan got the game-winning RBI in 
the second inning, as SA took a 1-0 lead.  
Our hometown boys came up with 5 big 
runs in the 3rd inning, as Julian Munoz and 
Anthony Carbahug drove in 2 runs each, and 
Gentile knocked in the other.  

South Amboy's 12-year old All-Star 
team went 12-1-1 in tournament play, win-
ning 2 out of 3 tournaments.  Congratula-
tions to the players and coaches for doing a 
fantastic job!  South Amboy is very proud 
of you!

Sayreville's 9U Little League All Star team was Runner Up to Kearny in the 4th Annual 
Joseph McCarthy Tournament 10yr Old Division held in South Amboy July 14th to 18th.  
Back Row  (L-R) Mgr Paul McCall, Asst Coach Terry Hodder, Asst Coach Jill Jarusiewicz. 
Middle Row  (L-R) Zach Corby, Chris Matragrano, Matt Mellos, Kieran Hodder, Bryce 
McCall, Bobby Krolich, Dan Jarusiewicz. Front Row  (L-R)  Jordan Wells, Andrew Fischer, 
Ryan Casano, Drew Zimmerman, Matt Corby (bat boy), Alex Santiago, Brendan Grospin. 
(Photo by Kathleen Casano)

Greg Kuczynski is pictured crossing the finish line as he wins the 2009 Frog Hollow 5K 
race. (Photo by Tom Burkard)

Caption-Congratulations to the Sure-Hit Home Improvements/John Barnes Crew softball 
team on winning the Greater Middlesex County Men's softball championship for the 2nd 
consecutive year.  The best of 3 series games were played at the Warren Park complex in 
Woodbridge on Aug. 16th.  In order to capture the championship, the team had to complete 
a long season that began in March and consisted of finishing ahead of 20 other teams.  
The team decided to add John Barnes Crew to its name this year to honor their teammate 
John Barnes Jr., who sadly passed away last October.  When player Matt Ryan was asked 
if it was more difficult to play under the circumstances on the passing of John, he replied, 
"Absolutely.  But, we used John as our inspiration to accomplish the goal and when his 
father comes to every game and coaches 3rd base, it makes it even more gratifying."  The 
players are top row (l-r) Bob Prusakowski, Pat Walsh, Dominic Esposito, Steve Lopez, 
Patrick Riporti, Dennis Leonard, Clint Murray, John Barnes Sr.  Bottom row (l-r) Mike Walker, 
Eddie Fulham, Travis McCray, Jim Jimenez, Chuck Prusakowski, Tracy Chodkiewicz, Matt 
Ryan.  (Photo submitted)

Bombers Win 
Opener

The highly-regarded Sayreville Bomb-
ers football team defeated Brick Memorial, 
29-26 in its season-opener.  Quarterback 
Joe Geiger was awesome in his varsity 
debut, passing for 272 yards, and firing 4 
touchdown strikes including 3 long bombs 
of 62, 64, and 62 yards.  Delon Stephenson 
hauled in 2 TD's, and David Milewski 1 for 
the Blue & Gray.

Keansburg Nips 
Eagles

Keansburg battled back from a 12-7 
deficit, to score the game-winning touch-
down with 3 minutes left, and spoil Cardinal 
McCarrick's opening game for 2009.  Taylor 
Clark fired a 10-yd. TD to Casey Fennessey, 
and also ran 27 yards for another score.  Jose 
Ruiz broke loose for 105 yards on 11 carries 
for the Eagles.

Kevin Mulvey
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Youth Programs At  
Dowdell 

Join us at the Dowdell Library of South 
Amboy (adjacent to High School/Middle 
School) for our upcoming Youth Program-
ming Events!  Program Registration is 
ongoing, please sign-up if you are 18 or 
younger, & a library member, or eligible to 
be a member!

The Dowdell’s Back to School Contest:  
Check out a book and enter the “Packed 
Back Pack” drawing…Hurry drawing date 
is September 3rd.

THEME: Back to School
Monday Tot Times, ages 0-2 @ 

1:30pm:  September  21 & 28.
Monday Night @ the Movies: Sep-

tember 28 @ 6:00 pm.
Wednesday Story Time & Craft, Ages: 

3-5@ 3:30 pm: September  23 & 30.
Friday September 11:  BINGO Ages: 

5 & up@ 3:30 pm.
Friday Story Time & Craft, Ages: 5 

& up@ 3:30 pm:  September  25
Tweens & Teens Programs:
Wii @Dowdell (Ages: 9+):  Septem-

ber  24 @  6:30 pm
SAVE THE DATE!
OCTOBER SPECIAL PROGRAM 
Vampire Mystery: Thursday  October 

22, 2009@6:00 PM:  Join us in costume, 
if you dare for a capitivating event! (10 or 
older)

The Dowdell Library is adjacent to the 
South Amboy High School off O’Leary Bou-
levard.   Library hours are: Monday, Tuesday, 
and Thursday 9 am to 8 pm; Wednesday and 
Friday 9 am to 5 pm; Saturdays’ beginning 
September 12 from 10:00 am – 4:00 pm.  
For more information & to sign up, contact 
the library at 732-721-6060 or comments@
dowdell.org. 

OLV Bus Trip
Our Lady of Victories Parish is spon-

soring a trip to Madison Square Garden 
Theater on Thursday, December 10, 2009 
to see Wintuk- Cirque du Soleil. This show 
features acrobatic feats, theatrical effects and 
memorable songs. It has an international cast 
of 50 performers from Cirque du Soleil. The 
price of the trip is $80.00 which includes the 
show ticket, bus transportation, gratuities, 
and light refreshments. The bus will leave 
the parish’s lower parking lot at 9AM and 
return approximately 5:30PM. For informa-
tion or to make reservations, please call Teri 
at (732-742-1320). 

OLV Calendar 
Raffle

The Our Lady of Victories Home School 
Association is holding a calendar raffle which 
will run from October through December.  
The drawings will be held every Thursday 
beginning on October 8 and run until De-
cember 24.  Prizes are $400, $450, and the 
December 24 drawing will be worth $500.  
The cost of the tickets is $20.  For tickets or 
information, please call Lisa at (732) 690-
5695 or visit the school website at www.
olvsayrenj.com and click the school link.

KARATE CLASSES
The South Amboy Youth Activity Club 

will be holding registration on Monday Sep-
tember 28th from 6:00-7:00 PM at the South 
Amboy Senior Citizen Building located on 
the corner of Stevens Ave. and Henry St.

Classes are open to South Amboy 
residents only, Students must be in 3rd, 
4th, 5th or 6th grade.  There are openings 
for a limited number of students, first come 
first served.

Registration fee is $20.00 per child or 
$30.00 per family.  One parent must accom-
pany any student wishing to sign up for this 
six month program

Master Brian O’Connor will be con-
ducting the classes, this will be his 22nd 
year teaching self defense to the youth of 
South Amboy.  This is no better way of 
learning discipline, self control and self 
confidence!
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Umpire John "Skeets" Skarzynski is 
pictured at Waterfront Park before umpiring 
an Old Bridge 20 & Over Baseball League 
night game.  (Photo by Tom Burkard)

"Skeets" Skarzynski:
56 Years Of Umpiring Excellence

By Tom Burkard

John "Skeets" Skarzynski Sr., 78 years 
young, of South Amboy has been calling balls 
and strikes in local leagues for 56 years!  After 
finishing an outstanding high school athletic 
career at Hoffman High, where he was an 
All-State catcher for 2 years, he signed a 
professional baseball contract with the New 
York Giants, and played in their organization 
in 1950-51.  His roommate Ray Monzant, 
a pitcher made it to the majors and played 
for the Giants for 4-5 years.  Bill White, a 
standout first baseman and later president 
of the National League was a teammate of 
Skarzynski's, and so was Dom Zanni, a pitcher 
who also made it to the bigs.

"Skeets" started umpiring in 1953 in 
South Amboy.  He said, "We umped for noth-
ing when I started.  I worked for Tom Fitzmor-
ris Sr., who was the Recreation Director for 3 
years, and then John Zdanewicz came in, and 
they started paying umps $3 bucks a game.  I 
started umpiring with Babe Ruth League aged 
boys, but it was an unorganized league at first.  
The games were played on Saturdays at the 
old St. Mary's Field, where Cardinal McCar-
rick High School is now.  When Zdanewicz 
became the Director, the umps had to wear 
uniforms, which was a shirt, pants and a 
hat."  Skarzynski was inspired to become an 
umpire by his brother Ed, who "Was a good 
one," and "Skeets" said he would try it too.  
"I think half of those guys that played when 
I started are dead today.  There are not too 
many alive," said Skarzynski.

John said that his favorite umpires to 
work with were "Box Zebro, Chet Wortley, 
Benny Kolodziejeski, Smokey Ryan, Tony 
Lopez and more recently Joe McCarthy."  
In 56 years of umpiring, he said that he only 
witnessed a couple of brief brawls in men's 
softball, involving 2-3 people, that were not 
malicious.  He estimates ejecting only about 
2 dozen players in his umpiring career.  "Over 
the last 20 years, I've umpired a lot of men's 
leagues, and the guys pay to play, and I hate 
to throw them out because they get suspended 
for 2 games.  They pay to play, and I'd be 
hurting them," he stated.

Skarzynski worked as a truck driver for 
Du Pont for 36 years, retiring in 1990.

When asked for his philosophy on um-
piring, "Skeets" replied,"A lot of outs and a 
lot of strikes.  There are two types of umps, 
offensive, and defensive.  The offensive 
ump favors the hitter, while the defensive 
one favors the pitcher.  If you want good 
games, you have to be a defensive umpire.  
You eliminate a lot of walks and make hitters 
swing, and you call strikes.  It makes the game 
go much quicker."

He said that he has seen so many great 
pitchers through the years including "Curt 
Wood, Steve Makwinski, my son John, and 
Mark Thompson."  "Skeets" said that the lon-
gest home run he ever saw hit in softball was by 
South Amboy legend, Rich "Reindeer" Klein.  
"He hit two in one game over the left field 
fence at the Babe Ruth Field, and they were 
shots!  Then, "Moose" McCarthy in the Little 
League used to hit blurs out of there!"

Skarzynski said the advice he would give 
to young umpires starting off would be, "To be 
honest and love the game.  Don't just go out 

there and put your time in, and go home.  Give 
100 percent.  He has noticed many changes 
in baseball and softball since '53, especially 
"helmets and cups."  For years and years, only 
one player wore a cup, the catcher.  When I 
ump a game, the catcher must have a cup on or 
I tell him he can't catch.  Also, the aluminum 
bats are no good.  They should outlaw them.  
In softball, they had Titanium bats, and it 
was proven that shortstops and pitchers were 
getting killed with line drives from them.  We 
never allowed them in South Amboy.  They 
have a certain ping sound to them, and that 
ball flies!  In Little League today, kids wear 
a plastic plate on their chest.  The infielders 
wear them, but it's not a rule.  In girls' softball, 
they have a cage on their helmets, and the 
Little League should have it too.  I saw bat-
ters get hit in the face and get a broken nose, 
and have a couple of teeth knocked out.  The 
cage would protect them."

Who was the greatest umpire in South 
Amboy and Sayreville?  "John Zdanewicz was 
a great ump, and so was Bill Colucci."

"Skeets" still enjoys umpiring because 
"Everybody's young and it's nice to be around 
young people, especially those that like to 
play sports."  He has noticed a decline in 
the number of youngsters in certain youth 
leagues, and attributes that to "Television and 
computer games."

In addition to being one of the greatest 
umpires in South Amboy/Sayreville history, 
"Skeets" was a highly-regarded basketball 
referee for many years, officiating grammar 
school, CYO, high school, and men's leagues 
throughout the area.

John "Skeets" Skarzynski Sr. is very 
proud that he and his son, John "Skeets" 
Skarzynski Jr. both share the rare distinction 
of being selected All-State baseball players 
for Hoffman High School. 

John "Skeets" Skarzynski Sr. is a 
gentleman who truly loves sports, and is a 
dedicated umpire who always tries to make 
the right call.  

When I asked him how he hopes to be 
remembered, he responded, "I did it my way."  
And you did it great, "Skeets!"  Thank you!    
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Fishing Flashes for 
September 2009

by Teo “Weebles” Weber
Salt Water

The 2009 
Fluke season 
ended on 
F r i d a y , 
September 
4th.  Some 
people did 
well, but most 
of us did not.  The 
weather had a lot to 
do with it.  My wife and I 
made one final trip, in a small 
boat out of  Atlantic Highlands for a few 
hours in the afternoon, on the Sunday before 
the season closed.  We caught about 18 or 
20 Fluke. We had no keepers.  Party Boat 
Bluefish is very good for fish from 4 to 15 
pounds on bait and jigs.  False Albacore 
have now mixed in with the Bonito in good 
numbers.  There are some special trips on 
local Party Boats that target them.  Bottom 
fishing is still Porgies and Sea Bass with a few 
Trigger fish, this is still good.  One Blackfish 
per man can be kept until mid-November, 
then it goes up to six fish.  Beach fishing on 
our local beaches is still slow.  I saw only 
a few Bluefish caught.  In the ocean, espe-
cially to our south, it’s Bluefish and a few 
Striped Bass.  On LBI there have been some 
Kingfish which are quite big for the species.  
Some Croakers are also showing up in that 
area and there is news of quite a few small 
Croakers up in the Navesink River.
Fresh Water

The recent rains and hot weather has 
slowed things up.  I fished a small lake in 
Sussex County at a picnic and only caught 
4 small Sunfish. Carp, Catfish, and various 
panfish are being caught statewide. Hybrid 
Stripers in Spruce Run and Brown Trout 
in Round Valley are being caught at night.  
Correction: the Bass I caught last month in 
Millstone Township were Large Mouth Bass, 
not Small Mouth.

• TANK REMOVAL • INSTALLATION
• TANK TESTING • SANDFILL
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566-0281
The Burden of Childhood Backpacks

Some kids may feel they carry the weight 
of the world on their shoulders.  Considering 
the load many are carrying, that's almost true!  
They are stuffed with textbooks, notebooks, 
papers, pencils, CD players and anything 
else they can think of.  After observing the 
children and speaking to other parents and 
teachers, I learned that "pack muling" was 
not unusual for children in elementary and 
high school.  With over 30% of school-aged 
children reporting frequent backaches, 
it has become increasingly important to 
select the correct pack and how to use it.  
Here are some suggestions when selecting 
a backpack.  1.Adjustable, wide and padded 
straps.  2.Thick padding in the area that rests 
against the back.  3.Several compartments 
to avoid shifting contents.  The American 
Chiropractic Association recommends the 
following: 60 lb. person-5 lb. backpack; 
61-75 lb. person-10 lb. backpack; 100 lb. 
person-15 lb. backpack.  As a general rule, 
backpacks should not exceed 10% of your 
child's body weight, nor should a pack exceed 
15% of an adult's weight.  Books should be 
separated into several compartments and 
heavy items should be placed closer to the 
back.  Be sure to place pointed or sharp items 
away from the back.

Backpacks should be worn as close to 
your child's body as possible, especially 
when walking to and from school.  One strap 
should be worn on each shoulder so that the 
weight is balanced evenly across the back.  
Straps should be adjustable so that the back-
pack rests on the hips and pelvis with less 
strain on the back muscles.  If the backpack 
has a waist belt, it should be fastened to ease 
the neck and shoulder stress.

As always an ounce of prevention is 
worth a pound of cure!  Following these 
simple steps will ease the stress placed 
on your child's spine and prevent future 
problems. 
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T.H.E. 
Game

Glory Days in
Local Sports

From The Sports 
Archives

The Local Sports Memory Machine
By Tom Burkard

1957-Hoffman topped At-
lantic Highlands in baseball, 8-5.  
Winning pitcher Dave Inman fired 

a 4-hitter and fanned 3.  Bob 
Bloodgood blasted a single 
and triple, good for 4 RBI. 

1964-The Sayreville football team downed 
neighboring rival South River, 13-6, as Jim 
Miara outscored Joe Theismann.  Miara 
the Blue & Gray fullback scored two, 2-yd. 
TD runs, and booted an extra point, while 
Theismann scored on a 1-yd. plunge for the 
Rams.  1970-St. Mary's nipped CBA, 2-1 
in boys' soccer, as Rick Sciora netted the 
game-winner with 3:00 left.  Mike Luczkow 
also scored a goal, his first and only one for 
the season.  1980-St. Mary's behind Dave 
Gomolka's 5-hitter, 8-strikeout performance 
downed Dunellen, 5-1.  Gomolka also blasted 
an RBI double.  Mike Noble stroked 2 hits 
and had 2 RBI. 1998-Charlie Bowden fired 
a 26-yd. TD pass to Ben Tang, and Farinick 
kicked the winning extra point, as Sayreville 
nipped Colonia, 7-6, to run its unbeaten 
record to (5-0).  2003-South Amboy girls' 
softball squad hammered Timothy Christian, 
11-1, as Keryn Rosenberger notched the 
victory.  Jen Riehl rapped 2 singles for the 
Lady Guvs.

1960-The Sayreville Bombers talented 
football players posed for this shot during 
practice.  Back row (l-r) Richard Nuzzo, 
halfback, Rich Mazer, fullback, Lenny 
Popowski, halfback.  Pictured in front is 
quarterback Ed Popowski.  (Photo courtesy 
of Homer & Shirley Dill)

Sport-Boys Soccer
Year-1979
Teams-Sayreville vs. St. Mary's
Recap-The Bombers jumped out to a 3-0 

first period lead on two goals by John Roros 
and one from John Burrets.  Glenn Guido 
and Frank Devine also scored, as Sayreville 
romped by a 5-1 margin.  Paul Fecskovics 
hammered in a goal for the Saints.

MVP-John Roros

15 Years Ago
Neumann Wins Title

1994-The powerhouse Neumann Con-
struction team captured the South Amboy 
Men's Senior Slow Pitch Softball League 
championship, sweeping Who's Subs…and 
More, 8-5 and 7-3.  In game #1, Frank 
Wahler went 3-for3 with 2 doubles and 
2 RBI.  Ben Camacho also had a 3-for-3 
game with 2 ribbies.  Player-Owner, Randy 
Neumann hit a single, and double, good for 
2 RBI.  Winning pitcher Larry Parsons got 
2 hits.  Tom Reilly and Mike Attardi split 6 
hits for Who's.

In the final, heavily-favored Neumann 
bounced back from a 1-run deficit, to capture 
its third title in 6 years, having also won 
in 1989 and 1990.  Doug Gumprecht went 
3-for-3 with 2 RBI.  Frank Wahler chipped 
in with 2 hits and an RBI, and Neumann 
rapped a single and two-base hit.  Ace pitcher, 
Parsons, nailed down the bit "W."  Attardi 
blasted a long 3-run homer, and Player-
Coach, Joe "Who" Kudelka went a perfect 
3-for-3 for Who's.

Selected Co-MVP's of the 2-game 
championship series were star pitcher Larry 
Parsons, who won 2 games, and excelled 
defensively, and outstanding third baseman 
Frank Wahler, who was 5-for-6, batting an 
awesome .825, with 2 doubles, and 3 RBI.  
Neumann Construction finished the 1994 
season with a superb 20-1 overall record in 
South Amboy.

'63 SA Sabres
The South Amboy Sabres Pop Warner 

football club fell to South River, 20-13.  Pat 
McDonough scored on a 3-yd. TD run, and 
also added an extra point conversion.  Fred 
Poli returned the second half kickoff 78-yards 
for a touchdown.

35 Years Ago
South Amboy Slow Pitch 

1974-The Bowery, a young team fin-
ished 4th out of 5 teams in the Western Divi-
sion with a 4-13 record.  Bobby Richardson 
led the team with 10 runs, 3 home runs, and 
tied for the lead with 2 doubles.  Joe Esposito 
led with 15 hits, and had the highest batting 
average .405.  Rookie right-handed pitcher, 
Phil Rainone topped the team with 3 wins.  
Other talented performers included Tom 
Wortley, Gary Rojek, Wally Binkowski, Al 
Sorrentino, Gary Novak, Fuller, who tied 
for the lead with 2 doubles, Alan Haag, 
Jim Fitzmorris, Frank Norek.  Players who 
appeared in 3 games or less were:  Steve 
Conlon, Danny Prasnal, Zelinsky, Kosmoski, 
Pat Rock, Murray, Steve Boychuk, Hank 
Sager, Henry Wortley, P. Arnold, A. Braun, 
D. Holton.

Diamond Dust
1966 Sayreville Little League-K of C 

5 Riverside Coal 0.  Winning pitcher John 
Kibbler fired a 4-hitter and got 2 hits.  Ted 
Magee got 3 hits for Riverside.

1969 Sayreville Men's Softball League-
Gary Builders 12 Sayreville Hess 9-Winning 
pitcher Don Fulton got 3 hits.  Rich Pavlonnis 
drilled 3 hits for Hess.  There were 27 walks 
in the game, 14 issued by Fulton, and 13 by 
losing pitcher Tom Miklaszewski.

1969 Morgan Little League-Morgan 
Lions 7 Lippin Motors 5.  Greg Babulak 
and Jim Golembeski stroked 3 hits apiece 
for the Lions.  Mike Wynn was the winning 
pitcher.

1971 South Amboy Little Fellas League-
K of C 8 Protection 3.  John Connors was 
the winning pitcher, and Frank Cheeseman 
blasted a home run.

1974 South Amboy Midget League-
Cards 8 Yanks 0.  Joe Szaro drilled 3 hits, and 
Mark Matarangolo hammered a home run.

1975-South Amboy Girls Softball 
League-Orioles 3 Jets 2.  Robin Piazzolla 
pounded 2 hits.

1977 South Amboy Babe Ruth League-
Raritan River Railroad nipped Independence, 
6-5 in game 3, to win the league champion-
ship.  Ace hurler, John Inman struck out 12, 
and Brian Grover turned in a big 3-for-4 
game at the plate. 

From Worst To 
Best...In 23 Years!

In 1960, the South Amboy P.B.A. spon-
sored its last Little Fellas League team, and 
the youngsters turned in a most forgettable 
season,  turning in a nightmarish 0-18 record.  
It would be 23 years until the P.B.A. franchise 
would get a chance to compete again, and 
erase the memories of that woeful year in 
the spring/summer of 1960.

The South Amboy P.B.A. returned as a 
team sponsor in 1983 for the South Amboy 
Little Fellas League after a 23-year hiatus.  
The script couldn’t have been written any 
better, as the talented youngsters compiled 
a 13-3 record while capturing the league 
title.

The '83 championship version consisted 
of manager Carl Nemeth, coaches Jim Ho-
lovacko, Tom Holovacko, Steve Wisniewski 
and Jim Reilly.  The players were Dave 
Lobycz, J.D. Roberts, Colin Olsen, Hector 
Fuentes, A.J. Boyer, Bob Reilly, Tom Holo-
vacko Jr., Jim Reick, Craig Hewitt, Walter 
Schuck, Jim Holovacko Jr., Ryan Nemeth, 
Corey Wisniewski.

The '60 P.B.A. entry was comprised of 
manager Joe Beshada, and coaches Joe Kelly 
(Not the father of Tom "Red"), Harold Den-
nen Sr., and Mr. Eginton, who gave it their 
best shot with a very young, inexperienced 
club.  The players were: Joe Crowe, Harry 
Macholl, Rich Beshada, Dennis McCloud, 
Ronnie Dennen, Jim Lyons (Not the '69 
Hoffman star), Johnny O'Brien (Not the 
famous twin, but the brother of Chirstine), 
George Gundrum, Billy Gundrum, and lots 
of rookies including Joe Jaskowiak, Ray 
Leonard, Mark Norek, Tom Wortley, Jimmy 
Nebus, Tom Burkard.

In '61, the club became English Sunoco, 
and then the name changed again in '62, as 
the team was now known as English Chev-
ron.  The '62 club finished 2nd place in the 
NL and qualified for the playoffs, and in '63 
went on to win the NL title, but bowed out 
in the playoffs. 

40 Years Ago
Morgan Champs

1969-The talented Morgan Package 
captured the Morgan AA Little League cham-
pionship.  The team was managed by John P. 
Kenny.  The roster consisted of Brian Smith, 
Mark Muller, Ray Macknowski, Frank 
Harrison, Russ Anderson, Mark Kenny, 
Jim Rogers, Bud Crosby, John Simpson, 
Gene Batruk, John Quirk.  The batboy was 
Jimmy Kenny. 

80 Years Ago
1929-St. Mary's baseball team under 

legendary coach Anton "Molly" Maliszewski 
finished with an outstanding 13-3 record.  The 
team batting average was .323!  Superstar 
center-fielder, Frank "Red" Cleary, topped 
the Blue & Gold in most offensive categories 
including batting avg.-.417; runs-24; hits-25.  
Johnny Grimes batted .387, and hit 5 doubles 
to lead the club.  Other star performers and 
their averages included Joe McGonigle 
.385, Bill Switzer .356, Lou Lagoda .353, 
Nunziata .326, Joe Wallis .294, Frank "Hank" 
Bulman .290, Ed Carroll .294.  Carroll was 
the ace of the pitching staff hurling in 12 
games, and striking out 120, an average 
of 10 K's per game!  Other Eagles' players 
were: McDonnell, Tony Popowski, Potthoff, 
Coan, Harrigan, Egan.

50 Years Ago
1959-Sayreville's talented outfielder 

Jack Jankowski was selected to the Group 
II All-State 1st Team, after leading the 
Bombers with 31 hits, 5 triples and a super 
.462 batting average.  Hoffman High's John 
Jarusiewicz was a Group I All-State 1st Team 
outfield choice.

40 Years Ago
Frog Hollow
1969-Five Frog Hollow swimmers 

qualified as representatives of the Northern 
Section of the Central Atlantic Area YMCA 
Swimming Association: Mary McCoy, 
Richard Goerke, Carol Lee Goerke, Cheryl 
Goerke and Ellen Wallace.

40 Years Ago
1969-Hoffman topped Perth Amboy St. 

Mary's, 5-2 in baseball.  Winning pitcher 
Jimmy Lyons struck out 10, while stroking 
a single and stealing a base.  Jimmy Crod-
dick lined a 2-run single.  Former Parlin 
resident and left-handed pitcher, Tommy 
Jacobi, hurled a 6-hitter, but took the loss 
in his varsity debut for the Lions.

Looking Back
1966-St. Mary's boys track & field team 

was coached by Richard Pine and Steve 
Nestinger.  Contributing members were John 
Pintauro, Jim Dufford, Ralph Koneski, John 
Keenan, Mike Fabiszewski, Bob MacNeil, 
John "Jack" Diem.

"Inside The Marlins: 
Jack McKeon"

FOX Sports Florida and Sun Sports' 
inside the Marlins premiered "Inside The 
Marlins: Jack McKeon" on Aug. 16.  The 
TV show chronicles the life and amazing 
career of South Amboy native, Jack McKeon, 
whose 50-plus year career in pro baseball 
has countless stories including the Marlins 
miracle season in 2003 when they shocked 
the world by defeating the mighty Yankees 
to win the World Series championship.  The 
show is hosted by Frank Forte, who caught 
up with the energetic 78-year old McKeon, 
now serving as a Special Assistant to Marlins 
owner Jeffrey Loria.

Among those interviewed and appearing 
on the show are Marlins owner Jeffrey Loria, 
Marlins President of Baseball Operations 
Larry Beinfest, former players Tony Gwynn 
and Cookie Rojas, longtime San Diego Pa-
dres announcer/former Yankee player Jerry 
Coleman, McKeon's son-in-law, Greg Book-
er, whom Jack once traded while he was GM 
of San Diego, members of the Greensboro 
Grasshoppers Marlins' Class-A minor league 
club.  In addition, FOX sent Coordinating 
Producer John Valek Jr., and TV Videogra-
pher Mike Fernandes to South Amboy to 
interview and film McKeon's sister Marge 
Gorczyca, and The SA Times Publisher Tom 
Burkard who is also the author/publisher 
of the most complete book ever written on 
Jack's life, "Jack McKeon: Baseball, Cigars 
& Saint Theresa."  Gorczyca and Burkard 
also appear on the 1-hour TV show, "Inside 
The Marlins: Jack McKeon."

Note: Long time Florida resident and 
SA Times subscriber Don Pekarsky, who is 
formerly from South Amboy/Sayreville, sent 
us an e-mail saying: "Inside The Marlins: 
Jack McKeon was an awesome show.  They 
showed you (Tom) of course, Marge and 
Veterans Field in South Amboy.  The shots 
of Jack and Jeff Loria were something.  I 
think Loria feels that Jack is his father.  They 
appear to be real close.  Actually they have 
been running the show here every week since 
the middle of August, and it is a real tribute 
to Jack McKeon.  What a great story, and 
maybe the Marlins will have a great story 
this year.  I sure hope you get a copy.  You 
will really enjoy it."

If any of our many SA Times subscrib-
ers in Florida have seen the show, please let 
us know, and we will run your comments in 
the next issue.



��   September 19, �009   South Amboy-Sayreville Times

Obituaries
Barlotta, Joseph, 66, of Sayreville died 

on Sept. 7.
Baumann, Sister Jean, 79, formerly of 

Sayreville died on Aug. 25. 
Chorpita, Dorothy E., 84, of Sayreville 

died on Aug. 15.
Colaggio, Theodore "Ted" P., 64, of 

Parlin died on Sept. 4.
Dieker, Margaret, 92, of Sayreville died 

on Aug. 31.
Estok, Jennie Cygan, 87, of Sayreville 

died on Aug. 9.
Firczuk, Rose Burdak, of Sayreville 

died on Sept. 1.
Garnett, Anthony W., 62, of Sayreville 

died on Aug. 21.
Grodzki, Bertha, 92, formerly of Sayre-

ville died on Aug. 26.
Hansell, Joseph J. Sr., 72, of South 

Amboy died on Aug. 14.
Henry, Dorothea C., 79, of Morgan died 

on Aug. 23.
Jones, John D., 64, of Sayreville died 

on Aug. 20.
Jones, Walter J., 80, of Sayreville died 

on Sept. 3.
Kazimir, Frances T., 88, of Parlin died 

on Aug. 7.
Lake, Catherine, 78, formerly of Parlin 

died on Aug. 23.
Louis-Jacques, Marie, 55, of Parlin died 

on Aug. 21.
Matura, Margaret "Peg," 96, of Parlin 

died on Aug. 19.
Merritt, John H., 76, of Parlin died on 

Sept. 3.
Nieratko, Ted F., 67, of Sayreville died 

on Aug. 24.
Parker, Benny H., 74, of Sayreville died 

on Aug. 13.
Rommel, Christopher H. Jr., 82, of Parlin 

died on Aug. 15.
Scully, John R., 49, formerly of South 

Amboy died on Aug. 27.
Smith, Chance J. 30, of Sayreville died 

on Sept. 1.
Smith, Felice M. Mytnick, 84, formerly 

of Sayreville died on Sept. 8.
Soden, Patricia J., 76, of Parlin died 

on Aug. 25.
Wojciechowicz, Emma Singer, 89, of 

Sayreville died on Sept. 7.

Morgan Website
The Morgan section of the Borough of 

Sayreville has a most interesting and unique 
history, that many residents are unaware 
of.  Former Morgan resident, Verne James, 
who now resides in California, hopes the 
website he created on Morgan will become a 
huge source for history and other important 
information.

Morgan is known for many interesting 
things through the years, probably best for 
the Gillespie Plant Explosion in 1918.  Other 
things that stand out is Olde Spye Inn, which 
was located near the Creek, got it's name 
from a British Spye who was hanged there 
during the Revolutionary War, according to 
James.  Millie's Bait Stand was a popular 
stop for fisherman as they went to pursue 
their dream catches.  One cannot forget the 
legendary restaurant, The Robert E. Lee, 
which was right on the Creek.  Did you 
know that the Camden and Amboy Railroad, 
the oldest in New Jersey, ran alongside of 
Morgan?  Do you know where the private 
Morgan Cemetery is located? 

In his research, James also found out 
that the most direct route to the Jersey Shore 
prior to the construction of the Garden State 
Parkway was on Route 35 directly through 
Morgan, where major bumper-to-bumper 
traffic was a common thing in the summer-
time, especially on weekends.

Verne James is doing an outstanding 
job in his quest to build a complete history 
of Morgan, and if anyone has photos, docu-
ments, old maps, personal stories orlinks 
to other websites, please contact him at the 
website: http://morgan-nj.org/.
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Friends of the Dowdell Library Present

An Antique Appraisal Show
Sunday, October 18th
1:00 – 3:00 – At the Dowdell Library

Appraisals by Barbara’s Unique Boutique of Jamesburg
$5.00 per item with a 3-item limit

– no weapons or furniture will be appraised
Also: 50/50 and Coffee/Bake Sale

For information call: 732-721-6060 or email: SouthAmboyFOL@
yahoo.com

Joe "Ducky" Medwick

Fallen Star
By Frank Hunt

The recent outbreak of "beanings" of 
major league ballplayers (the most prominent 
being David Wright of the Mets) brings to 
mind when a real "star" player went down 
after a more serious beaning. The victim 
was New Jersey's greatest major leaguer 
ballplayer, Joe "Ducky" Medwick.  Joe was 
born and raised in Carteret, and certainly 
deserved the title "star."  As an outfielder 
for the St. Louis Cardinals from 1932-39 
(The famous Gas House Gang), Medwick's 
batting averages were: .349; .306; .319; .353; 
.351; .374; .322; .332.  Joe had a banner year 
in '37: National League MVP Award; Triple 
Crown winner; led the NL in runs, doubles, 
home runs, RBI, batting average, slugging 
percentage!

In addition, Joe was a fearsome "bad-
ball" hitter.  However, he had a hot-temper 
and was quick with his fists, using them on 
teammates and opposing players equally.  
He was one tough customer!  In 1940, Leo 
"The Lip" Durocher became manager of the 
Brooklyn Dodgers.  Leo had been a teammate 
with Joe on the Cardinals, and knew how 
good he was.  Durocher told Larry MacPhail, 
GM of the Dodgers, "Get me Medwick, and 
I guarantee a pennant for Brooklyn."  They 
got him, for $20,000 in 1940-big bucks in 
those days.  Unfortunately, a few days after 
the trade was made, during a game against his 
old team, the Cards, Medwick was hit in the 
head by a fastball, and knocked unconscious, 
and had to be hospitalized.  The pitcher who 
hit him was Bob Bowman.  There was "bad 
blood" between the two because Medwick 
had "punched him out" while they were 
teammates at St. Louis.  Medwick was out of 
action for quite a while and when he got back 
in the lineup, he was not the same outstand-
ing, aggressive hitter.  Joe was "gun-shy" 
and eventually faded away.  (Joe Medwick 

subsequently was elected to Baseball's Hall 
of Fame at Cooperstown, NY).

Baseball fans of today have to empathize 
with players of those days.  All they had to 
protect themselves from fastballs fired at 
them was the woolen and cotton uniforms 
they wore.  Contrast that with what is worn 
by the "armored warriors" of today: Batting 
Helmet; elbow and forearm guards; shin 
guards; shoe guards; padded batting gloves!  
It is a tribute to the ballplayers of those days 
(like Joe Medwick) that they "stayed in there" 
and hit as well as they did. 

Joe Medwick was only 28 years old 
when he was struck down, and there is no 
telling what records he could have set play-
ing for the Brooklyn Dodgers in the "Band 
Box" that was Brooklyn's Ebbets Field, if 
he had not been a FALLEN STAR!

OLV  Brunch Cruise
Come enjoy brunch with the OLV 

Seniors Group on Sunday, October 4, 2009 
on the Cornucopia Cruise Line. The ship 
is located at 401 Riverview Drive in Perth 
Amboy. Boarding time is 11:30AM and the 
ship sails at 12 noon with a return trip at 
2:30PM. The cost of the brunch is $55.00. 
Bring the family and enjoy an relaxing 
Autumn cruise of Raritan Bay. Children 
under 10 receive a 25% discount. For more 
information or to make reservations please 
call Joe and Geri Kabara at (732) 257-4351 
by September 27, 2009.

Main Street Drama
"Nuts," Main Street Theatre Company's 

Actor Series' production of Tom Topor's 
courtroom drama concerning a person on trial 
for manslaughter will be presented on Fridays 
and Saturdays throughout September, at 8 
p.m., and also on Sunday, Sept. 20 at 2 p.m.  
The show is for adults only.  Tickets are 
adults-$15; Senior/students (over 18)-$10.  
The production will be held at Main Street 
Theatre, 3018 Bordentown Ave., Parlin.  For 
more info/tickets call 732-553-1153 or go 
to the website: www.smstc.org

Former South Amboy Fire Chief Jim Charmello gets his 10th and final lap in on his bike at 
Waterfront Park, as the moon appears over the Raritan Bay.  (Photo by Tom Burkard)

Members of Troop 95 get ready to depart for a 5 hour canoe trip on the Wading River in 
Wharton State Forest on June 13th. The members are, (l-r), Pete Stahlbrand, John Harris, 
Alex Scupp, Alex Fordorka, Frank Flag Jr., Jason Frankenfield & Frank Flag Sr..  Front row, 
(l-r), Zachery Scupp, Brandon Russell, Tommy Eib & James Parse. (Photo Submitted)

individual people, you think about the City 
in general and that has always been the way 
I’ve tried to approach my tenure as Mayor.  
Unfortunately, with that philosophy, along 
the way you do make enemies, and they have 
attacked me in a way that my only option 
was to do what was in the best interest of 
all those concerned. 

I’ve had hundreds of people come up to 
me and say ‘Don”t get out, stay in the race’, 
but everyone needs to understand what’s 
really at risk here, the reputation of the City 
that we have been able to rebuild over the 
last 25 years is important, its ability as a 
Municipality to go forward in this district 
and continue its progress and developing the 
projects we have , these things are important.  
It is not worth putting them at risk for me to 
go to the State Assembly, so I think it would 
have been selfish on my part to run.  I know 
two good things that are going to happen:  
First, the City is going to be moving forward 
and good things will continue to happen in 

South Amboy.  Second, good things will 
happen for Jack O’Leary.  Life will go on. 
Those who hide in their little dark rooms 
behind computers taking anonymous shots 
at individuals like myself at the end of the 
day are the real losers, because all they have 
is their hate.  That is not what life is about.  
These people have real flaws.  They have 
the real skeletons in their closet.  This City 
will rise to the top, it’s not about me as an 
individual, it’s always been about what’s 
good for the City of South Amboy and its 
people.  In my political life, that’s always 
been the most important thing.”

When asked about his political future in 
South Amboy, most notably the 2010 May-
oral election, Mayor O’Leary said “When I 
was running for Assembly, I told the public 
that I was not going to be Mayor anymore.  
We’ll see what time brings with the party 
as they and the Democratic Committee will 
decide who will be our future leaders, and 
we’re going to leave it up to them.”

Mayor O'Leary continued from page 1
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