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The family of the late Capt. Edward McKeon placed the memorial wreath in front of  the 
police monument “Officer Mourning” at the South Amboy Police Department’s annual Police 
Memorial Day services.  (Photo by Brian Stratton)

New Jersey State Attorney General Anne Milgram (r) attended the annual Police Memorial 
Day Services in South Amboy.  Also pictured is Anne’s mother Dr. Gail Milgram (l) and retired 
South Amboy Police Sergeant Francis “Inky” Norek (c), who sang the National Anthem.  
(Photo by Tom Burkard)

First Game-Local dignitaries are pictured throwing out the first ball at the Raritan Bay Babe 
Ruth League’s inaugural game at Waterfront Park.  Pictured (l-r) South Amboy Mayor John T. 
O’Leary, Director of Freeholders Stephen “Pete” Dalina, South River Councilman Rui Almeida, 
Assemblyman John S. Wisniewski, and NJ State Commissioner of Babe Ruth League, Ralph 
Errico.  Mike Marcinczyk is the League President.  (Photo by Tom Burkard)

Police Pay Tribute
By Steve Schmid

Before dozens of people at City Hall, the 
South Amboy Police Dept. held its annual 
Police Memorial Day Services on May 11 to 
honor the police officers who have protected 
and served city residents.

South Amboy Police Sergeant Jamie 
Norek along with Officer Patricia Kanecke 
organized the event.  Norek said that, it went 
very well.  We had a good turnout and the 
families appreciate it.  That’s why we do 
this.”  He was surprised and delighted to see 
New Jersey State Attorney General Anne 
Milgram in attendance.  Her grandfather 
and great-grandfather were South Amboy 

Police Chiefs.  The McKeon family placed 
the memorial wreath in memory of Capt. 
Edward McKeon.  The wreath was placed in 
front of the Police Memorial which has been 
a part of the ceremony since its dedication, 
May 12, 2003.  

The National Anthem was sung by 
retired Sgt. Francis “Inky” Norek.  Retired 
Police Chief Gerard Pizzillo delivered 
the Policeman’s Prayer and addressed the 
crowd.  The United States Marine Corps 
presented the Rifle Salute.  The Invocation 
and Benediction were made by PBA Chap-
lin Father Dennis Weezorak, Pastor of St. 
Mary’s Church.

South Amboy 
Board Winners

The South Amboy voters chose three 
new Board of Education members in last 
month’s election.  Lynn Kasics topped the 
field with 523 votes, and was followed by 
Paula L. Taggart 403, and John Dragotta, 
who received 26 write-ins, and accepted the 
third seat.  Michael Reilly garnered 14 votes 
and Erin Mulligan-Pierre got 11.

The SA voters approved a $7.5 mil-
lion tax levy to support the proposed $16.8 
million for the 2009-10 school-year.  The 
second question was for spending an extra 
$42,000 to bring back sports programs 
including boys-girls soccer and basketball, 
cheerleading, baseball and girls softball from 
the Middle School this year.  The question 
received 343 yes votes and 282 no votes for 
55%, but 60% was needed to be officially 
approved. 

Firefighter Honored
The City of South Amboy recently 

honored firefighter John English for his 
50 years of dedicated service to the South 
Amboy Fire Department.  He was presented 
with a plaque by the City Council during its 
regular meeting on April 1.

English joined the Independence Engine 
& Hose Co. on Jan. 11, 1959.  He was in-
spired to become a firefighter by his wife’s 
cousin, the late Charles Reilly, a former 
Fire Chief.

John and his wife Theresa have two 
children, Laverne and Phil, who is a former 
South Amboy Fire Chief.  Congratulations 
John, and thank you for a job well done! 

Memorial Day 
Parade-
May 24

The South Amboy Memorial Day Pa-
rade will be held on Sunday, May 24th start-
ing at 1 p.m., by the South Amboy Knights 
of Columbus #426 on Stevens Ave. & Fourth 
St.  The parade will proceed across Stevens 
Ave. to John Street, make a left onto John, 
and another left onto Broadway, ending at 
the City Hall, where memorial services for 
our veterans will be held.  Come on out and 
enjoy the parade, while paying tribute and 
honoring our veterans!

Szkodny Returns
Sayreville Police Officer Brian Szkodny 

has returned home after his second tour of 
duty in Iraq.  Szkodny, who was gone for 
a year is happy to be back in the Borough, 
and will return to the police force in June.  
His uncle is Police Chief Edward Szkodny.  
Welcome back Brian and thank you!

Zammit Re-Elected 
President

Cindy Zammit was re-elected President 
of the South Amboy Board of Education, and 
Elizabeth DeLucca was chosen for Board 
Vice President.

Three new Board of Education members 
who won in the April 21st election, Lynn 
Kasics, Paula Taggart and John Dragotta 
School Election were sworn in by Business 
Administrator/Board Secretary Carolyn 
Joseph.  Congratulations!  

SOUTH AMBOY 
ANNOUNCES 

LAYOFFS
South Amboy, NJ – Mayor John T. 

O’Leary and City Business Administrator 
Camille Tooker announced recently that 
formal layoff notices were distributed to 
five City police officers in accordance with a 
layoff plan approved by the New Jersey De-
partment of Personnel (DOP), Civil Service 
Commission.  The police officers receiving 
notice were the five most junior officers in 
the City’s 30-man department.

“It is a difficult decision, and no one in 
this administration is happy about it, but the 
action is necessary in order to deal with the 
budgetary constraints we are experiencing 
not only here in South Amboy, but throughout 
the State and nation,” said Mayor O’Leary.  
O’Leary explained that over the last five 
years the City has experienced an increase 
in mandated budget expenses of over $1.5 
million while seeing a decrease in revenues 
of almost an equal amount. “That leaves 
the City trying to figure out how to protect 
our residents both physically and fiscally,” 
O’Leary stated. 

O’Leary and Tooker have worked with 
the City Council and other Administra-
tion officials to find ways to cut expenses 
while minimizing the effect on the City’s 
residents.  According to Tooker, since 2004, 
the City has seen increases in Group Health 
Insurance ($443,680), Workers Compensa-
tion ($115,000), PERS Pension Payments 
($267,000), PFRS Pension Payments 
($420,869), and Utilities ($300,000) while 
seeing a loss in revenues in Supplemental 
Energy Tax ($213,350), State Extraordinary 
Aid ($850,000), COMPTRA ($411,094) and 

continued on page 21

Sayreville Parade
The Borough of Sayreville’s Memorial 

Day Parade will be held on Monday, Memo-
rial Day May 25 starting at 10 a.m., Lineup 
will be at Outlook and Washington Rd.. The 
parade will proceed to the Borough Hall on 
Main St.  Don’t miss it!
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Pleasant Little 
Trivia

By Tom Burkard
1.This Sayreville resident ran for Gov-

ernor 4 years ago?  a.Andrew Nikowski 
b.Sirhan Patel c.Jeffrey Pawlowski

2.Editor-In-Chief of St. Mary’s HS 
“Crown” in 1970?  a.Daniel Weinman 
b.Mary Sue Gosford c.Michael Kulick

3.The Sayreville Memorial HS produc-
tion in ’70 was?  a.Man of La Mancha b.My 
Fair Lady c.Easy Rider

4.The John Zdanwicz Park was formerly 
known as?  a.Bergen Hill Park b.Sixth Street 
Park c.Wilderness Park

5.She was Sayreville’s Homecoming 
Queen in 1963?  a.Anna Levitski b.Susan 
Sarani c.Bev Montesano 

6.In 1990, South Amboy sold the old 
Enterprise Snorkel truck to a fire company 
in which state?  a.New York b.Pennsylvania 
c.Delaware

7.This gift shop was located on Scott 
Ave., Melrose for many years?  a.Gift Haven 
b.Lillian’s c.Billy Boy’s

8.This bar was located at 132 S. Broad-
way, corner of John St., South Amboy in 
1977?  a.Stardust b.Sweet Charity c.Long 
Gone Saloon

9.This bakery is located at 3290 Wash-
ington Rd., Parlin?  a.Lou’s b.Sun-Glo 
c.Royal 

10.He was chosen Polish Man of the 
Year by the Polish-American Citizens Club 
in ’77?  a.Adam Rzepka b.John Ciszewski 
c.Walter Kripinski

11.The lounge at Howard Johnson’s 
on Rt. 9, Sayreville in 1981 was called?  
a.Hideout b.Discovery c.Ultimate

12.This salon was located at 128 N. 
Broadway, South Amboy in ’91?  a.Susie 
Q.’s b.Petra’s c.Nadine’s

The South Amboy Police Department’s retired officers who attended the annual Police 
Memorial Services, posed for a team photo in front of the Officer Mourning monument by 
City Hall.  Pictured (l-r) William Cheeseman, Raymond Durski, Francis “Inky” Norek, John 
“Jack” O’Leary Sr., Thomas Noble, Robert Krzwydzinski, Thomas Brinamen, Gerard Pizzillo, 
Robert Smith, Roy Dragotta, Leroy Kurtz. (Photo by Tom Burkard)

Talk Of The Towns
By Tom Burkard

Auction A Huge Success
Cardinal McCarrick/St. Mary’s High 

School presented its very popular Spring 
Gift and Tea Auction recently, and again it 
was a huge success, attracting 441 people!  
Congratulations to all who worked so hard 
for this fundraiser!
Channel 15 Looks Great

Congratulations to Marty Ruszala and 
Greg Babulak of South Amboy, and Stan 
Olochwoszcz of Edison for the fantastic job 
they have done in making TV 15, the South 
Amboy channel, a pleasure to watch, as you 
listen to some great music.  The upgraded 
station looks really terrific!  
Governors On “Facebook”

According to ’69 Hoffman High gradu-
ate Lenny Ambroziak, 244 Hoffman alumni 
are registered on the “Facebook” website!  
Lenny proudly tells us that it was started by 
Randy Stratton.  Congratulations, Guvs, let’s 
keep it going with some more names!
Poster Contest Winners

Sayreville Middle School sixth-grader 
Ally Bloodgood won 1st place in the 2009 
Sayreville Peace Poster Contest.  Sixth-
grader Emina Drazanin was the 3rd place 
winner.  Sayreville Lions Club President 
Richard Schmidt presented the girls with 
certificates at a recent Lions Club dinner. 
Congratulations!
Radio Intern

Mallory Kirchner, a 2005 Cardinal 
McCarrick HS graduate and soon-to-be 
Georgian Court University grad, who ma-
jored in Communications, will be an intern 
this summer at Christian radio station Star 
99.1.  Best of luck, Mallory! 
In Memoriam

“Ralphie” Bailey, 38, of Parlin died on 
April 18.  He was a chef at Buddies Tavern & 
Catering in Parlin for many years, and a pretty 
great guy to know, with a sunny personality, 
always happy.  Mary Paczkowski, 93, of 
South Amboy died on April 19.  She was Past 

Answers
1c 2c 3b 4b 5c 6a 7b 8b 9c 10a 11b 

12b.
continued on page 16
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 ★  Business of the Month  ★

The Corner Pub and Grill
The Corner Pub and Grill, described 

by our customers as “warm and friendly,” 
is the neighborhood place to go to in 
South Amboy for drinks, food and a good 
time. Since January, the Corner Pub’s 
owner, Tony Buonacore, has been making 
changes, additions, and upgrades to the 
pub’s drinking, dining and entertainment 
experience.

The bar is well-stocked with beer, wine 
and liquors.  Their bartenders are ready to 
serve a selection of 12 fresh, cold beers on 
tap. There is also a worldly selection of li-
quors, and the house wines are superb.  Our 
friendly bartenders are always available to 
mix a drink, make drink selections or to 
suggest a new item.  Come in after work 
or on the weekends to relax, have a drink, 
and root for your favorite baseball team 
on one of our 11 TVs, or on our 121inch 
projection TV. The Pub currently carries 
the Major League Package and will have 
the NFL Ticket in the fall. 

Chefs Joe and Keith, along with Tony, 
have created a mouthwatering new menu 
featuring burgers, steaks, shrimp, and the 
Pub’s signature appetizer, General Joe’s 
Chicken. Come in and check out the Daily 
Special Board for seasonal and holiday 
specials. Lunch is served daily.  For those 
in local businesses who cannot get away for 
lunch, The Corner Pub will gladly deliver 
your lunch order.   Bring the family and 
enjoy a tasty lunch or dinner.

Beginning in June, The Pub will in-
troduce its newest burger, the 115 Feltus 
Street Challenge, featuring a 40 ounce 
hamburger on a 16 oz. bun with lettuce 
and tomatoes, cheese, bacon, French fries 
and cole slaw served with a 32 oz. beer!  
Here’s the challenge: if you eat the entire 
115 oz. meal in 2 hours or less, without 
leaving your seat, it’s on the house. Plus, 

your picture will be placed on the wall of 
gluttony! If that’s too much burger for you, 
try our 20 oz. Gut Buster, or one of our 
homemade 10 oz. specialty burgers.

If you are looking for entertainment, 
The Corner Pub has karaoke every Friday 
night and live bands or DJ’s on Saturdays.  
Weekdays feature APA, TAP pool leagues, 
as well as 8 and 9 ball in-house leagues. 
Home to the Sunday and Wednesday night 
World Tavern Poker, you can play Texas 
Hold ‘Em for free and win a seat in the 
WSOP!  Play Buzztime Trivia with your 
friends and enter free trivia contests and 
win prizes. The Corner Pub and Grill is 
located at 115 North Feltus Street, South 
Amboy; the telephone number is 732-525-
3630.  The kitchen is open from 11AM 
to 10 PM daily.  Stop in and enjoy the 
friendly atmosphere, excellent food and 
have a great time! 

On Friday, May 8th, Sacred Heart Creative Kids held their 1st Trike - a - Thon.  The boys 
and girls ages 18 months to 5 years old, participated to raise money for St. Jude Children's 
Research Hospital. A great time was had by all. (Photo Submitted)

Over $1,000  Raised For ALS
By Sheri Dall, 6th grade teacher

Sayreville Boot 
Camp

Sayreville Recreation Department is now 
taking registrations for "Boot Camp" classes.  
High Intensity strength and cardio exercises 
designed to challenge your strength and en-
durance while burning lots of calories. Exer-
cises can be modified.  Men and women wel-
come. 4 Week session $90.00. Classes will be 
held on Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays 
beginning June 1st 2009 at 5:30AM-6:30AM 
with instructor Denise Morgan Location: 
Kennedy Park, Washington Road, Sayreville. 
For more info call Sayreville Recreation De-
partment 732-390-7092 or 732-390-7096

Every spring South Amboy Elementary 
School participates in Spirit Week.  Spirit 
Week consists of students and faculty par-
ticipating in daily activities such as Pajamas 
Day, Crazy Hat Day and Sports Day.  The 
school is divided into three teams that 
compete throughout the week for the high-
est percentage of participation.  The week 
concludes with an Olympic Day where 
students in grades 4-6 compete in various 
physical activities.

In addition, each year a six day fund-
raiser is held in order to raise money for a 
special cause.  All students grades Pre-K - 6 
bring in spare change that is counted by a 
group of 6th graders on a daily basis.  The 
totals are announced every afternoon to 
boast the morale of the school.  This year 
the ALS Association received the generosity 
of South Amboy Elementary School total-
ing $1331.13! ALS is also known as Lou 
Gehrig’s Disease, which is a terminal disease 

that robs the body of the ability to walk, speak, 
swallow and breathe.  A representative from 
The ALS Association was presented with 
the check at the assembly concluding Spirit 
Week on April 9, 2009. 

Corner Pub and Grill owner Tony Buonacore 
pours a cold beer for a customer.  (Photo 
submitted)
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Yearbook-Sayreville 1969
By Tom Burkard

It’s hard to believe but it’s been 40 
years since the Sayreville War Memorial 
High School Class of ’69 bid adieu to their 
alma mater.  The wild 60’s were close to an 
end, as freedom, rebellion and change in all 
phases of society seemed to dominate the 
front pages in daily newspapers, and the 
Vietnam War raged on.

As the seniors reported for the first day 
of their final year in Sept., ’68, great songs 
like “People Got To Be Free,” “Hello I Love 
You,” and “Born To Be Wild,” could be heard 
on all the top radio stations.

Some of the top teachers at SWMHS 
were: Maureen Shoemaker, J.H. Haley, John 
Ciszewski, Irene Arthur, John Felton.  John 
Gutkowski was AD.

The Student Council was comprised 
of Art Spiro-President; Lynn Mytnick-Vice 
President; Barbara Bosley-Sec.; Nancy 
Cipo-Treas.   

Sr. Class officers were Patricia Hubbs-
President; Richard Strugala-Vice President; 
Janet Hunkele-Sec.; Kathleen Olszewski-
Treas. 

 And on the world scene, rumors that 
Paul McCartney was dead flooded the news 
media.

Gail Sunski was President of the Na-
tional Honor Society; Colette Dohn was 
President of the Future Teachers of America 
Club; John Hickey was Editor-In-Chief of 
Echo Lites; Greg Evigan, (Superstar Ac-
tor) although not a senior, was the Drum 
Major.

The Annual Junior-Senior Musical, 
“Kiss Me Kate,” was a real crowd pleaser 
and ran from April 24-26, 1969 before sold-
out crowds. 

I was blessed to know many of the 
Sayreville ‘69 grads.  I attended St. Mary’s 
Grammar School with some, and others 
attended SMHS for a year or two before 
transferring.  The ones I’ve known through 
either school, sports, or just from living in 

the area back then are: Thomas Armstrong, 
William Beattie, George Beck, Arthur Bir-
mingham, Gretchen Brown, Linda Carney, 
Peter Coakley, Gail Conway, George Cozzi, 
Kathy Curtis, Pat Delia, David Farrell, Wil-
liam Flannery, William Fleming, Robert 
Gaspartich, Gary George, Stanley Grzes, 
Richard Hackett, Michael Hannon, Christine 
Harkins, Brian Kreiger, Kenneth Lyon, John 
Murphy, Penny Nowak, Roseann O’Grady, 
Joanne Parkstrom, Linda Petzel, William 
Presnal, Robert Pritchard, Janet Roser, John 
Salge, Steve Sauer, Judy Saunders, Judy 
Seaman, Buddy Seibert, Dan Simnor, Robert 
Smith, Dennis Sommers, Carmen Spezzi, 
John Thorsen, Tom Tighe, Rod Timmons, 
Shawn Townsend, Michael Turlik, Sharon 
Wiggins, Andrew Wilson, Ed Yanoski, John 
Bielak, Susan Harrigan, Dolores Kwiecinski, 
Terrence Healy, Susan Mathisen.  Let’s take 
a moment to remember the deceased, Louie 
Kuc, Brian “Bucky” Conochan, Jess Dehnz, 
Raymond Godley.  I can’t believe I knew 
that many Sayreville 69ers!  

The sports program was fabulous, and 
the baseball club under Coach John Wortley 
finished with a super (20-7) record.  Gary 
George was captain of the baseball nine, 
and also co-captain of the football squad 
with Tom Krasovich.  Sayreville’s first Field 
Hockey team in history finished (5-2-1) under 
Coach Marcia Westaby.  Some of the standout 
senior athletes included: Gary George-1st 
Team All-County football, Ken Lyon, Greg 
Marzullo, Francis “Frank” Olszewski-1st 
Team All-County baseball pitcher, John 
Thorsen, Brian Kreiger.

Sayreville War Memorial HS Class of 
’69 was off the charts in so many ways.  This 
was an ultimate class with really fine people.  
I hope to hear from them sometime about 
how life has treated them.  I often wonder 
how St. Mary’s athletic teams would have 
done if these gifted performers had continued 
on and played at SMHS.  
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The fine staff from Peter Pank Diner posed for this great shot during the first Just Us 
Cruisers Car Show, which is held every Friday night for Sayreville’s Brain Injured Children.  
Pictured Top row (l-r) Alex Panko and Sue Cartis.  Bottom row (l-r) Mary Sohor, Patty Panko 
Colaprico, Colleen Thompson.  (Photo by Tom Burkard) 

Four Generations-Pictured (l-r) are Lisa Berecsky, her grandmother Lillian Switzer, who 
is holding Lisa’s 4-day old daughter, Alyssa Marie Berecsky, and Marlene Switzer Moglia, 
Lisa’s mother and Alyssa’s grandmother.  Alyssa Marie was born on Oct. 3, 2008 and resides 
in South Amboy with her mom and dad, Lisa and Robert Berecsky (They’re only 4 houses 
away from proud Grandpappy Bob Moglia).  Alyssa’s great-grandmother Lillian Switzer 
has a total of 27 grandchildren and 18 great-grandchildren.  She was a lifelong resident 
of South Amboy until moving to Etters, Pennsylvania 5 years ago.  (Photo/information 
courtesy of Marlene Moglia)

SCHOLARSHIP 
CAR WASH

The South Amboy Middle/High School 
Student Council will hold its annual SCHOL-
ARSHIP CAR WASH on Saturday, June 
6th, from 9:00 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. (weather 
permitting) in the Board of Education park-
ing lot at 240 John St. across from the old 
Hoffman High School.  Cost is $5.00 for 
cars and $7.00 for pickups/minivans.  All 
proceeds benefit senior scholarships.  In 
the event of rain, the Car Wash will be not 
be rescheduled.

OLV Senior Meeting
The OLV Senior Club will hold their 

June meeting on Friday, June 5, 2009 at 1PM 
in Monsignor Dalton Hall. After a brief busi-
ness meeting, the club will enjoy a catered 
picnic lunch. The price of the lunch is $15.00 
for members and $18.00 for non-members. 
All checks for the lunch should be sent to 
Ann Floersch, 12 Nimitz Place, Sayreville, 
NJ 08872 by June 1st. All checks are to be 
made out to OLV Seniors.  Don’t forget your 
monthly food contribution to St. Vincent de 
Paul. Please bring your family recipes for 
the commemorative cookbook. For further 
information or questions, please contact Teri 
at (732) 727-7639.

St. Stan’s Carnival June 24-27
St. Stan’s Carnival will be held from 

Wed., June 24-Sat., June 27 at the Parish 
Carnival Grounds located on Main St. and 
MacArthur Ave., Sayreville.

Carnival times are:Wed. June 24 from 
6-11 p.m.; Thurs. June 25th 6-11 p.m.; Fri. 
June 26th Food Tent opens at 5 p.m., Car-
nival 6 p.m. to midnight;  Sat. June 27th 
6-11 p.m.

There will be at least 14 rides for kid-
dies and adults. 

Pre-Sale Ride Tickets and Super 50/50 
raffle tickets will be sold prior to the Carnival 
at the following locations:

Sat. 6/6- 8 a.m. to 2 p.m.-Foodtown of 
South Amboy; Sat. 6/13- 8 a.m. to 2 p.m.-
Sayreville Seafood & Deli; Sun. 6/14- 8 a.m. 
to 1 p.m.-Sayreville Seafood & Deli; Sat. 
6/20- 8 a.m. to 2 p.m.-Sayreville Seafood & 
Deli; Sun. 6/21- 8 a.m. to 1 p.m.-Sayreville 
Seafood & Deli; Prior to Bingo at St. Stan’s 
Auditorium 6-7:30 p.m. Tuesdays 6/2, 6/9, 
6/16, 6/23; Prior to Bingo at St. Stan’s Audi-
torium 12-1:30 p.m. Sundays 6/7, 6/14, 6/21; 
Camillo’s Restaurant 31 MacArthur Ave., 
Sayreville (during normal business hours); 
Parish Office-Monday through Friday 9 a.m. 
to 3 p.m., and Wed. evenings 6-9 p.m.

Some of the Carnival’s featured games 
of chance with fabulous prizes for all ages 
will include the Las Vegas “Money” Wheel 
for adults; Nightly and Super 50/50 drawings; 
50” Panasonic Plasma Hi Def TV Raffle.

The fabulous Food Tent will feature a 
wide variety of Ethnic and American home-
made foods and include the mouth-watering 
Seafood area; Barbeque Ribs; Friday Night 
Fish Fry beginning at 5 p.m.; scrumptious 
Desserts for all ages; Beer Garden.

Outstanding attractions for St. Stan’s 
Carnival include: Wed. Night June 24-En-
tertainment by Triple H Productions at 6:30 
p.m.; The music of David Miller at 8 p.m.; 
Thurs. Night June 25-The music of The Fog 
at 7:30 p.m.; Fri. Night June 26-St. Stan’s 
School Alumni Night; The music of Shadow 
Road at 7:30 p.m.; Sat. Night June 27-Col. 
David B. Kelly Pipes and Drums at 7:30 p.m.; 
The music of Take Cover at 8 p.m. 

A PRAYER FOR HEALING
Lord, you invited all who are burdened to come 

to You.  Allow your healing hand to heal me.  Touch 
my soul with Your compassion for others.  Touch 
my heart with Your courage and infinite love for all.  
Touch my mind with Your wisdom, that my mouth may 
always proclaim Your praise.  Teach me to reach out 
to You in my need.  Help me to lead others to You by 
my example.  Most loving Heart of Jesus, bring me 
health in body and spirit so that I may serve You with 
all my strength.  Touch gently this life which you have 
created.  Amen -T.B.
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Members of Boy Scout Troop 95 enjoy a recent visit at the Pennsylvania Railroad Museum.  
(Photo submitted)

Summer At Dowdell Library

Goodbye Daylight Bakery

Sayreville Public Library announced the winner of their “Design the New Children’s Library 
Card” contest.  
Children under the age of 12 were invited to submit colored drawings for consideration.  
Madeline Tanchingco,  age 10, was the winner of the contest.  Her design was chosen 
from dozens of entries. On May 5, she was issued the very first card with the new design.  
A plaque featuring Madeline’s original art work, her picture and a copy of the new library 
card will be hung in the Children’s Room in her honor. (Photo Submitted)

Drug Awareness Night
On Tuesday, March 10, 2009, South 

Amboy Elks Lodge #784’s Youth Activities 
Committee hosted a community workshop 
for substance abuse awareness for youth in 
grades 3-5. They had several youth attend, 
many of them were from Sayreville Cub 
Scout Pack #97.  Jeanine A. Sieber, led the 
youth in a discussion about “Finding Your 
Passion In Life” so that the youth can stay 
away from drugs and alcohol. Afterwards 

the youth watched a DVD entitled “Natural 
High.” The DVD is hosted by Tony Hawk, 
World Champion Skateboarder and featured 
testimonials from several popular athletes 
from an array of sporting activities. After-
wards the participants made posters for the 
Elks National Drug and Alcohol Awareness 
Poster Contest and enjoyed snacking on big 
chocolate chip cookies and milk!

Summertime and the living is easy… 
@ the Sadie Pope Dowdell Library of South 
Amboy. 

Be creative @ your library this summer.  
Join them on Thursday, July 9th at 3:30 pm 
and on Wednesday, August 12th at 2 pm 
for amazing musical performances for the 
entire family!  

The library will be holding its annual 
summer reading program for kids and teens 
and they’ll have the opportunity to win fun 

prizes again this year.  Also -- a Barnes & 
Noble gift certificate will be awarded to the 
winner of the adult 2009 summer contest.

Watch for more news…and don’t forget 
to hold those dates for those special musical 
programs!

The Sadie Pope Dowdell Library is 
adjacent to the South Amboy High School 
off O’Leary Boulevard.  For more informa-
tion, contact the library at 732.721.6060 or 
comments@dowdell.org.

Thanks for the memories and goodies!  Daylight Bakery, South Amboy’s most popular 
bakery for over 70 years has closed shop for the final time.  They certainly had some great 
products didn’t they?  What was your favorite?  Let us know at The SA Times.  (Photo by 
Tom Burkard)
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South Amboy Police Lt. David Kales and his sons stand near his vintage Chevy Nova 
II at the weekly Just Us Crusiers Car Show held at the Peter Pank Diner, Rt. 9 North in 
Sayreville.  (Photo by Tom Burkard) 

Hoffman HS Multi Year Reunion
The 11th Annual Hoffman HS Alumni 

Reunion is scheduled for Aug. 16th from 1-6 
p.m. at The Armory in Perth Amboy.  The 
Reunion is open to all alumni of Hoffman 
HS, regardless of what years you may have 
attended.  Cost is $50 per person, which 
includes a buffet dinner and dessert bar, 
along with beer, wine, and sangria.  If your 
class is celebrating a special milestone this 
year, why not celebrate it at the Multi-Year 
Reunion?  Tables can be reserved specifi-
cally for you, your classmates, and guests, 
and you are free to customize them any way 
you would like with balloons, pictures, year-

books, etc.  Please feel free to contact Susan 
DiGiambattista-Mattson, Class of 1977, 
with any questions at Smatts4@aol.com.  
There is currently a HHS Alumni Group on 
Facebook, so details will be posted there as 
well as Classmates.com.  Please be sure to 
spread the word to your fellow classmates 
so that we can make this year the biggest 
turnout yet.  We’re looking forward to seeing 
everyone in August.

Need A Gift?
Jill Is Back!

In response to several requests by locals, 
signed copies of “Jill” by G.R. Spiecker is 
again available at the O’Ireland Gift Shop 
on Broadway in South Amboy.  The book is 
also available at Amazon.com and the web-
site bbotw.com, or by calling the publisher’s 
toll free number 1-877-289-2665.

PRAYER TO ST. JUDE
(To be said when problems arise or when one seems 

to be deprived of all visible help, on far cases almost 
despaired of). Most holy Apostle St. Jude, faithful servant 
and friend of Jesus, the church honors and invokes you 
universally as the patron of hopeless cases, of things 
almost despaired of, pray for me, I am so helpless and 
alone. Make use I implore you of that particular privilege 
given to you, to bring visible and speedy help where help 
is almost despaired of. Come to my assistance in this 
great need that I may receive the consolation and help of 
heaven in all my necessities, tribulations, and sufferings., 
and that I may praise God with you and all the elect 
forever.  I promise O Blessed St. Jude, to be ever mindful 
of this great favor, to always honor you as my special and 
powerful patron, and to gratefully encourage devotion to 
you. Amen.  Thank You St. Jude. -E.P..
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South Amboy Middle/High School once again led the March of Dimes Walk-A-Thon recently.  
The team of approximately 200 walkers could been seen throughout the walk wearing 
purple team shirts.  Thank you to the South Amboy Business Association and  S.A.N.D. 
for sponsoring the team.  Great job!!! (Photo by Brian Stratton)

EMS Awareness 
Day

The Sayreville Emergency Squad and 
also the Morgan First Aid Squad’s Rescue 
and Ambulance organizations are hosting 
their 4th Annual EMS Awareness Day on 
Sat., May 23, from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. at the 
Sayreville Emergency Squad, 776 Washing-
ton Rd., Parlin.  There will be door prizes 
and giveaways, live entertainment, delicious 
food, and the children’s art contest winners 
will be announced.  Also, CPR instruction 
for the community, “take a ride” on an am-
bulance and “answer” a first aid call, first aid 
awareness, EMT and paramedic interactions, 
motor vehicle extraction demonstration and 
a table of honor for those fallen in the line of 
duty.  For more info call 732-390-2923. 

Miglin-Coulter 
Honored

Marion Miglin-Coulter, who was born 
and raised at 514 Catherine St., South Amboy, 
and died in November 2007 was recently 
honored posthumously by the Point Pleasant 
Beach Authority.  Marion was the secretary 
for the Parking Authority for over 30 years 
and took great pride in this job. As a tribute 
to her, the Authority commissioned a bench 
to be built in her memory, and it has been 
placed on the Point Pleasant boardwalk near 
the Arnold Ave. entrance.

Marion was a Hoffman HS graduate, 
and a very fine cheerleader.  The warm 
weather is here and many locals head to 
the Jersey Shore and also the popular Point 
Pleasant boardwalk, which features rides, 
games, Jenkinson’s Pavilion, etc.  Marion 
loved walking on the boardwalk, so while 
you’re down there look for Marion Coulter’s 
bench, and when you find it, sit down and 
enjoy the view.  And for those of you who 
remember her, whisper a “Hello Marion.”  
Perhaps she will hear. 

WHERE’S THE BEEF?!!!
In 1969, all of America had sat in front 

of television sets to watch as Neil Armstrong 
and Buzz Aldrin become the first men in his-
tory to walk on the moon.  In commercials, 
Mr. Whipple continued warning us, “Please!! 
Don’t squeeze the Charmin!” and Charlie the 
Tuna, for the 8th consecutive year, remained 
mascot for StarKist Tuna.  As the nightly 
public announcement asked viewers, “It’s 10 
o’clock.  Do you know where your child is?” 
in that final year of the 1960s, Alka-Seltzer  
began airing its new commercial, “Mama 
Mia!! That’s a one a spicy meatball!!”  

The decade of the ‘70s followed, 
bringing us Watergate, Nixon’s Impeach-
ment, “The Thrilla in Manilla,” Sugar Ray 
Leonard winning the gold medal in box-
ing for the U.S., the end of the Vietnam 
“Conflict,” odd and even gas days at the 
pump, Granny dresses, Leisure Suits, Disco 
dancing, President Jimmy Carter’s fireside 
chats, and Billy Carter trying to make a fast 
buck off his brother’s Presidency by selling 
“Billy’s Beer.”

All through that topsy-turvy decade of 
ups and downs, new commercials appeared 
on TV, and whether we had liked them or 
not, they remain at least, somewhat, unfor-
gettable:

“Hot Dogs!!  Armour Hot Dog!!  What 
kind of kids eat Armor Hot Dogs?  Fat kids, 
skinny kids, kids who climb on rocks.  Tough 
kids, sissy kids, even kids with chicken pox 
love hot dogs, Armour Hot Dogs.  The dooogs 
kids love to bite.”

“I’d like to buy the world a home, and 
furnish it with love.  Grow apple trees and 
honey bees, and snow white turtle doves.  
I’d like to teach the world to sing in perfect 
harmony.  I’d like to buy the world a coke, 
to keep it company.  It’s the real thing…”

“Hold the pickles; hold the lettuce.  
Special orders don’t upset us…”

As the future murderer, O.J. Simpson, 
ran through airports for Samson Luggage,  
the Ty-D-Bowl man kept floating in toilet 
tanks, Tareyton smokers were still saying, 
“I’d rather fight than switch,” and Tide con-
tinued advertising its product as  being “new 
and improved,” we  were watching, or trying 

not to watch, other commercials:
“Fill it to the Rim…with Brim.” 
“I’m a pepper; you’re a pepper.  

Wouldn’t you like to be a pepper too?”
“It’s not nice to fool Mother Nature.”
Rosie the Waitress saying, “Bounty…

the quick picker upper.”
“Tum ta tum tum…TUMS!!”
“If it’s Folgers, it has to be good.”
“He won’t eat it.  He hates everything…..

He likes it!!!  MIKEY LIKES IT!!!”
Ewell Gibbons asking the very strange 

question, “Did you ever eat a tree?”
In 1979, the anorexic heiress, Gloria 

Vanderbilt, who is credited with saying, “A 
woman can neither be too rich nor too thin,” 
began getting an even fatter bank account 
balance from the commercials for her new, 
name-brand jeans.

The decade of the ‘80s marked the end 
of Jimmy Carter’s Presidency, his brother’s 
beer, Disco dancing, men wearing their 
polyester Leisure suits, and the “Natural 
Look” for women, and the beginning of a 
more sophisticated decade. With the classy 
Ronald Reagan in the White House, and 
“Dallas” a hit show on TV, women opted for 
the glamorous look of heavy make-up and 
elegant clothes like the women on “Dallas” 
were wearing, while  tailored suits, not made 
of polyester, became “in” again for me. Yet, 
as the look of America changed, commercials 
didn’t.  Mr. Whipple still remained the “face” 
of Charmin, Charlie the Tuna for StarKist, 
Rosie the Waitress for Bounty, and the Ty-
D-Bowl man, unfortunately, kept floating 
around in a toilet tank.

With the new ‘80s “been there; done 
that” attitude, something different was 
needed to make Americans sit up and take 
notice. That something different finally came 
in 1984 from a Wendy’s commercial.  Like a 
loud foghorn blast on a quiet evening, three 
little words came roaring from the mouth of 
a little, white-haired elderly woman, and 
when they did, every single American surely 
listened.  “WHERE’S THE BEEF?!!!”

(Elaine Holton Scott may be contacted 
at siteseein526@bellsouth.net.)

By Elaine Scott

ST CLAIRE NOVENA
Ask St. Claire for these favors, 1 business, 2 

impossible.  Say 9 Hail Mary’s for 9 days with lighted 
candles.  Pray whether you believe in it or not.  Publish 
on the 9th day.  May the Sacred Heart of Jesus be 
praised, adored and glorified today and every day.  
Request will be granted no matter how impossible it 
may seem.  Publication must be promised.  B.T.S..
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South Amboy’s newest Board of Education members were sworn in at a recent public meeting.  
Pictured (l-r) Lynn Kasics, Paula Taggart and John Dragotta. (Photo by Brian Stratton)

Spring Clothing 
Drive

St. Mary Church is currently holding a 
Spring Clothing Drive now through Tues. 
June 30.  Items may be dropped off in the 
chute located on the Second St. side of the 
school facing the parking lot.  The chute is 
open from 6 a.m. to 5 p.m. Mon-Fri.  Please 
secure all items in bags.  Clothes, shoes, 
belts, handbags and stuffed animals are be-
ing accepted.  All proceeds go to St. Mary 
Church.  Tell your friends!

Used Bike 
Collection

Sayreville’s Jake Werb, a 16-year old 
junior at Sayreville War Memorial HS is 
holding a used bicycle collection on June 6th 
from 9 a.m. to noon in the St. Stan’s parking 
lot for the benefit of people in need.  Bikes 
may be dropped off at that time, or people 
may call before June 6 to arrange for the 
bicycles to be picked up.  Jake will donate 
the bicycles to Pedals for Progress, and they 
will be sent to developing countries in Africa, 
Latin America and the Pacific Islands.  For 
more info call Jake at 732-390-5007 or to 
learn more about Pedals for Progress go to: 
www.p4p.org.  

The Miraculous Prayer
Dear Heart of Jesus, in the past I have asked for 

many favors.  This time I ask you this my special 
one (mention favor).  Take it, Dear Jesus, and place 
it within your own broken heart, where your Father 
sees it.  Then, in His merciful eyes, it will become your 
favor, not mine.  Amen. (Say this prayer for 3 days, 
promise publication and your favor will be granted.  
Never known to fail. EP

PRAYER TO THE BLESSED VIRGIN
(Never known to fail)  Oh, most beautiful flower of 

Mt. Carmel, Fruitful vine, splendor of Heaven, blessed 
Mother of the Son of God, Immaculate Virgin, assist 
me in my necessity.  Oh Star of the Sea, help me 
and show me, herein  you are my mother.  Oh, Holy 
Mary, Mother of God, Queen of Heaven and Earth!  I 
humbly beseech you from the bottom of my heart to 
succor me in this necessity.  There are none that can 
withstand your power.  Oh, show me herein you are 
my mother.  Oh Mary, conceived without sin, pray for 
us who have recourse to thee (3 times).  Holy Mary, 
I place this cause in your hands (3 times).  Say this 
prayer for 3 consecutive days.  You must publish  it and 
it will be granted to you.  Thank you.  -ML.D.
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Senior Cookbook

St. Joseph Fair
ST JOSEPH PARISH, KEYPORT, NJ, 

ANNUAL FAIR will be held from Wednes-
day May 27th through Sunday May 31st.  
Fair hours: Wed. & Thurs. 6pm-10:30pm, 
Fri. 6pm-11:30pm; Sat. 4pm-11:30pm; Sun. 
4pm-10:30pm.  

FEATURING: Entertainment Every 
Night! Wed. Billy Doremus Band; Thurs. 
Happy Tones Band; Fri. Beth Ann Clay-

ton and FIREWORKS; Sat. Bob Paddock 
Band; Sun. “GODSPELL REVIEW” and 
Johnny ‘Ole Blue Eyes’ Esposito; FOUR: 
BRACELET NIGHTS Wed, Thurs, Sat & 
Sun; nightly 50-50s, a SUPER 50-50, rides, 
games, money wheel, and a great selection 
of food. 

St Joseph Parish is located on Maple 
Place in Keyport, just off Route 35.  For 
more info call Colleen 732-888-1916.

In conjunction with the 125th Parish 
Anniversary, the OLV Senior Club will be 
compiling recipes for a commemorative 
cookbook entitled “Just Like Grandma Used 
to Make.”

We are asking all parish families to sub-
mit favorite recipes that have been in your 
family for many years. Many of us have said 
in the past, “I wish I had grandma’s recipe for 
her stuffing or some other family delight.”  
Now is the time to find those treasured reci-
pes and be a part of this nostalgic project to 
honor those who labored so hared to make 

the delicious meals we remember from our 
childhood. The categories that will be listed 
in this cookbook are: appetizers, breads 
and rolls, soups and salads, vegetables, 
main dish, cakes and cookies, desserts, and 
miscellaneous. Recipes can be placed in the 
weekly collection basket labeled –RECIPES, 
sent to Teri Yetsko at 6 Lani Street, South 
Amboy 08879, or email to mtyetsko@aol.
com. Please submit all recipes by June 15, 
2009. For further information or questions, 
contact Teri at (732) 727-7639.
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1909-The Independence Fire Company on 
Broadway, South Amboy, is pictured on this 
vintage postcard.  (Courtesy of Anna Harris 
Friberg)

South Amboy 100 Years Ago
By Tom Burkard

Contributor Anna Harris Friberg
In 1909, South Amboy was only in its 

second year as an incorporated official city, 
but growing by leaps and bounds with many 
businesses and lots of interesting people, 
making it a great place to live.  The names 
of many of South Amboy’s inhabitants at 
that time may sound familiar to you, or they 
quite possibly could have been a relative, or 
friend of the family.

South Amboy’s City officials in 1909 
were: Mayor-A. Treganowan, M.D.; Coun-
cilmen First Ward-James Manhattan; Second 
Ward-Patrick Campion; Third Ward-M.J. 
Stanton; Fourth Ward-Herbert J. Berrien; 
Alderman-at-Large-E.E. Haines, M.D.; 
Clerk-J.F. Fulton; Collector-A.T. Kerr; Over-
seer of Poor-E.C. Aken; Treasurer-Orlando 
Perrine; Solicitor-F.M. Pearse; Physician-
E.A. Meacham, M.D.; Magistrate-William 
Birmingham; Chief of Police-James Mc-
Donnell; Harbor Master-Capt. M.S. Kirby; 
Water Commissioner-John Connors; Water 
Commissioner-Ira B. Martin; Assessors-
First Ward-Edward Dewan; Second Ward-
John Mullane; Third Ward-Edward Duggan; 
Fourth Ward-John S. Lund; Board of Educa-
tion-President-F.M. Little; Clerk-William 
Nichols; Members-R.C. Stephenson; Samuel 
Newton; N.N. Pearce; C.E. Davis.

The City of South Amboy had a Board of 
Trade in 1909, and it was headed by President 
J  Frederick Deibert, Vice-President was Ir-
ving Turner, Charles S. Buckelew- Secretary, 
and Charles Safran-Treasurer.  The Direc-
tors were John Sutliff, Max Kaufman, E.J. 
O’Connor, Leo Salz, and George Green. 
Fire Department

The excellently equipped volunteer fire 
department consisted of 4 companies, with 
a combined enrollment of 140 members.  
The firefighting apparatus consisted of one 
steamer, one chemical engine, one hook 
and ladder truck, 4 hose carriages and about 
1500 feet of hose.  Numerous high-pressure 
hydrants were scattered throughout the city.  
South Amboy appropriated $1,400 a year 
for general maintenance.  Insurance rates 
were low because of the organization and 
efficiency of  the fire department.  The Chief 
was J.H. Mahoney; First Asst. Chief-Thomas 
Lovely; Second Asst. Chief-R. Segrave.

Education
South Amboy had one of the best public 

school systems in the state.  The school prop-
erty was valued at $45,000, and consisted of 
two buildings including the high school.  The 
public school enrollment was 720 students 
and 21 teachers.  Professor R.M. Fitch was 
the supervising principal.  The two Catholic 
schools were St. Mary’s with 600 students, 
and Sacred Heart with 270.
Businesses

South Amboy had numerous businesses 
in 1909.  We will list several this month, and 
continue in upcoming issues.

Charles S. Buckelew, Real Estate & In-
surance; John Sutliff, General Merchandise; 
H. Wolff & Co. General Store; C. Rehfuss, 
Baker; Jacob Kurtz, Baker, 92 John St.; 
Dr. Ambrose Treganowan; Wyckoff & Rue 
Grocers.

*All information is taken from “South 
Amboy Up-To-Date” published in 1909.

Next Month: South Amboy 100 Years 
Ago Part 2

Essay Winners
The Sayreville Shade Tree Commission 

would like to announce the winners of it's 
4th annual Earth Day Essay Contest:

1st Place: Nicholas Osowski, St. 
Stans.

2nd Place: Jeffrey Toth, OLV
3rd Place: Sara Rubio, SUES
Honorable Mention: Jonathon Taylor, 

New Road
Congratulations to all participants for 

a job well done!

Book Sale
The Friends of the Sayreville Public 

Library will hold their annual summer book 
sale on Sunday, June 14, 2009 from 1:30PM 
– 3:30PM at the Sayreville Public Library 
in Parlin. A bag of books can be purchased 
for $5.00. Bags will be furnished by the 
Friends’ group. 

The Friends will be accepting book 
donations for the anticipated sale starting 
in May at the Sayreville Public Library on 
Washington Road. Books published after 
2000 are welcomed. No magazines, con-
densed books, textbooks or encyclopedias 
will be accepted for donation. Books can 
be dropped off at the Friends’ mailbox. Ad-
ditional information is available by calling 
(732) 727-0192.

Poster Winners
The Sayreville Recycling Commission 

would like to congratulate the winners of it's 
"We Can Recycle" Poster Contest:

4th Graders:
1st Place: Madison Martinez
2nd Place: Lauren Vega
3rd Place (tie): Vincent Pabon, Qurat-

ul Butt
5th Graders:
1st Place: Deanna Chan
2nd Place: Briana Dasilva
WE CAN MAKE A DIFFERENCE!

5 K Run/Health 
Walk

Frog Hollow Swim and Tennis Club’s 
32nd annual 5K Run and Health Walk will 
be held Saturday, June 27th.  Proceeds will 
benefit the city of South Amboy’s Fire and 
First Aid departments.  There will be a free 
youth Fun Run, awards, t-shirts, post race 
picnic, and all day swimming and tennis. 
For more information or to download a 
registration form, go to www.froghollow-
swim.com or register in person at the club 
7:30 AM day of race. 5K run starts at 9:00 
AM. Frog Hollow Swim and Tennis Club is 
located on Ferris St. off of South Pine Ave. 
in South Amboy, NJ. The phone number is 
732-727-9094.

F.D. English Scholarship
A $1000.00 scholarship will be awarded 

by lottery to a South Amboy resident graduat-
ing in June.  Interested High School senios 
can register for the drawing by mailing a 
copy of their acceptance froman institute 
of higher learning, COLLEGE or TECHNI-
CAL SCHOOL to the address below.  Please 
submit your acceptance letter by June 3, 

2009.  The drawing will be held on June 
5th at 3:00PM at the Dowdell Library.  
All applicants are welcome to witness the 
drawing. 

Franklin D.  English Scholarship 
c/o Robert P.  Pawlik511 Augusta Street, 

South Amboy,  NJ 08879 
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Can  Doo Wop Find a Home in SA?
By Henny the DJ

A lot of the younger people that I see 
weekly DJ’ing chide me for playing songs 
“older than Cloris Leachman”, but my ad-
vanced age gives me a chronological con-
nection back to the 1955 dawn of “Rock and 
Roll”. For example, at a Murray the K show 
in Manhattan I saw Ritchie Valens in ‘59 just 
before he died in that plane crash, danced 
on The Clay Cole Show on Channel 11 in 
‘65, took my sister, Nancy, and my brother, 
John, to see The Beatles at Shea Stadium in 
‘66, patted Ben E. King on the back and in 
Colonel Coopers in ’66, and even took a date 
to see Chuck Jackson in the Mosque Theater 
in Newark just before the riots in ’67! Gee, 
I wonder why that girl didn’t ever want to 
go out with me again? Hello!

But, I got history!
And that history, as well as an almost 

inordinate love of the music is where I think 
my value is going to be in my attempt to es-
tablish that regular, monthly Doo Wop Night 
in town. I want us lovers of this music to be 
able to be in a group together, hear together, 
and sing along together these wonderful 
songs and together feel the same connection 
we did when we first heard them, because 
embracing this poweful music can once 
again touch that thing way deep inside of us 
it once did and make us feel a lot more alive 
for having done so. That’s it. That’s what it’s 
all about as far as I’m concerned.

On a less serious note, one enjoyable 
offshoot of Dj’ing so long in town is that 
I know so many peoples’ favorite songs. 
I’ll show you what I mean: 1. Mary Fern - 
Darling Lorraine, 2. Ann Marie- Dedicated 
to the One I Love, 3. The Mayor- Beyond 
the Sea, 4. Jimmy N.  – Diamonds and 
Pearls, 5. Whooper – The Curley Shuffle, 
6. Johnny Dragotta –Tenth Avenue Freeze 
Out, 7. Mary Rita – Do I Do, 8. Bob Heiser 
- Secret Agent Man, 9. Paul Gulick -  Aint 
Got A Home, 10. Tommy Burkard – Gloria, 
11. Carol – Walk the Dinosaur, 12. Johnny 
Red - Rainy Day Bells, 12. The Coach 
–Givin’ It Up For Your Love by Delbert 
Mc Clinton, 13. Edjiu - We Left Our Wives 
At Home, 14. Judy Wallace - Hello, Mary 
Lou, 15. Johnny McQuade - The Wind by 
the Jesters, 16. Burk Lambertson Jr. - Any 

Beach Boys song, 17. Woody – Little Egypt 
by The Coasters, 18. Martha - Should I Do 
It by The Pointer Sisters 19. Hello Muddah, 
Hello Faddah, by Big George, and I could 
go on and on. 

Everybody has a favorite song, and I 
have come to the conclusion that people 
get their greatest enjoyment by SINGING 
A LONG to the songs they love with other 
friends and fans of that music, whatever it 
is: Fast or Slow, New or Old, Doo Wop, 
Country, Hard Rock, Rap, Reggae or Reg-
gaeton, Pop or Punk, Show Tunes or Sinatra. 
How great would it be if I could get Tommy, 
Albert, and Brian and the other people who 
comprise the staff of the SA TIMES to come 
to the first “Doo Wop Party! It will give an 
added bonus of giving us a chance to meet 
personally the people responsible for putting 
this increasingly popular, valuable newspa-
per together. Of course, they will all have a 
favorite song, too, and it will be my pleasure 
to accommodate their song requests.

So, now my job is to make sure I have 
all, and I mean all of the seminal DooWop 
songs that we are going to want to hear at the 
monthly DooWop Parties- from So Young by 
The Students to Lovers Never Say Goodbye 
by The Famingoes to I Only Want You by The 
Passions to Bad Boy by The Jive Bombers, 
and the hundreds of other songs that will be 
necessary to have on hand.  Also, my job is to 
get the words to as many of those great songs 
as I can and set up a big TV screen so we can 
SING AONG with the sweet originals. My 
job is to find the right day or night to present 
this music so that the maximum number of 
people who want to can come to the “Doo 
Wop Party’. My job is to keep getting the 
word out so that Doo Wop fans of ”all ages” 
are aware that Doo Wop is going to find a 
home in South Amboy, so that South Amboy 
can be the “go to” place for  DooWop that 
Perth Amboy once was to the movies and 
the Coney Island Hot Dog.

I’ve already had people tell me that they 
as Doo Wop fans are just waiting for this to 
get off the ground, and so I’m excited. I’ll 
report back next time with more concrete 
details about who, what, where, why, and 
when. Forward any input, music or otherwise 
to hennythedj@aol.com

Italian Music 
Festival

South Amboy Arena will hold an Ital-
ian Music Festival on Sat., May 30th from 
7:30-10:30 p.m.  Admission is $6 for all 
ages (non-skating parents admitted FREE), 
skate rental extra, or bring your own. Sk8 to 
old favorites.  Frank Sinatra, Dean Martin, 
Jimmy Roselli, Jerry Vale, Connie Francis, 
Louis Prima (to name a few), or you can 
dance in the large aisles.  Additional food 
menu includes Italian Pastries, Meatball & 
Sausage sandwiches, and Italian Ices.

The Memorial 
Service

On May 26,2009 Ladies Auxiliary 
#4699 and officers on Jernee mill Road 
will hold a Memorial Service for all our 
deceased memberd of our auxiliary following 
the Memorial Service  new officer for year 
2009-2010 will be installed followed by a 
short meeting. Refreshments will be served.  
Call 732-264-3041 for info.

Next Month
Graduation 2009
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Services being held on the Church St. side of the First Presbyterian Church.  (Photo courtesy 
of Bill Garnett)

May 19, 1950, shortly before 7 p.m., 
just a typical mid spring Friday night in 
good old South Amboy, nothing really hap-
pening, right?

The Independence Fire Co. was pro-
moting a bingo they were going to sponsor, 
passing out advertisements and putting out 
signs.  It was going to be held at the Luke 
A. Lovely American Legion Post  #62 the 
following week.

St. Mary’s High School seniors were 
busy gathering in the old gym at their high 
school, getting ready to celebrate their Senior 
Prom as graduation rapidly approached.

The late Austin Stolte, who was em-
ployed by the Railroad as a Watchman down 
at the Coal Docks was about to get ready to 
break for dinner and eat his egg sandwich.  
Shortly before he was going to retreat back 
to his car that was parked a good distance 
away, to enjoy his dinner, he was approached 
by the captain of a barge that was moored 
down at the “T” Docks.  The captain invited 
Austin and a Pennsylvania Railroad cop 
(Who was with Austin) to join him and his 
crew to enjoy a nice steak dinner.

At this time, Austin must have had an 
angel sitting on one shoulder and a devil on 
the other.  “Go ahead, said the devil, enjoy 
a nice steak dinner, mashed potatoes, fried 
onions and mushrooms.  You’re going to 
eat an old egg sandwich, come on!  It’s not 
going to kill you is it?”  Now, Austin being a 
devout Catholic and not allowed to eat meat 
on Friday, according to the doctrine of the 
Catholic Church, made the right decision and 
listened to the Angel.  Good thing he did, the 
egg sandwich actually saved his life.

Shortly after the captain retreated back 
to join his crew for dinner, a barge that was 
close by, was being loaded with explosives, 
blew up, and the captain and his crew would 
perish.  The barge was to be taken out to a 
ship that was anchored in the bay for shipment 
to Pakistan.  It never reached its destination, 
as the explosion killed all the workers on the 
barge, who were called “Powder Monkeys,” 
for the gun powder they handled.  This event 
came to be known as “The South Amboy 
Explosion.”

In all, 31 people would die and over 300 
were injured when the 420 tons of ordnance 
blew up, becoming the most shattering event 
ever to rock the city.  All sections of South 
Amboy were affected by the blast.  Windows 
were blown out all over town, as residents ran 
out into the streets fearing they were under 
some kind of attack.  Slowly, little by little, 
things began to add up as emergency vehicles 
from all over the state began to pour in, and 
residents started boarding up their homes 
and make plans to stay with relatives and 
friends who were in a safe location.

Edward Millis, of La Quinta, California, 
was in the Army at the time, and was stationed 
at Fort Monmouth.  His unit was deployed 
to South Amboy as martial law was declared 
because looting of stores was a possibility, 
but never happened.  The good people of 
South Amboy were too busy helping the 

Remembering the South Amboy 
Explosion~Part 1

By Bill Garnett

wounded, volunteering to assist the First 
Aid and Fire Dept. and helping out their 
neighbors and friends.

St. Mary’s Church received extensive 
damage from the blast.  According to St. 
Mary’s Pastor, Father Dennis Weezorak, 
(Who was not Pastor at the time), all the 
stained glass windows facing East (Broad-
way) were blown out.  The stained glass on 
the Western side of the church (Stevens Ave.) 
received very little damage.  When it came 
time to replace the stained glass, which I can 
imagine was taken care of rather expediently, 
they could not match up the same type stained 
glass that was on the Stevens Ave. side.  The 
type used to replace the damaged glass is 
known as Belgian stained glass.  The type on 
Stevens Ave. is English stained glass.  The 
Belgian is more pronounced, all the colors in 
the glass are more vibrant, bringing out red, 
green and blue.  The English glass is called 
“Ordinary” and is more-dull and rather drab, 
but has more colors, and does not come on 
as strong as the Belgian glass.  The next time 
you’re in St. Mary’s, look for yourself and 
compare the stained glass on both sides of 
the church, and you will see the difference.  
Personally, I like the English stained.

Father Dennis informed me that Mass 
was held on the front steps of the church, but 
that was all that was ever recorded.  After 
the glass was replaced, the church went back 
to full service.

It’s hard to believe that it is 59 years 
since that tragic event, so I figured what 
better way to ascertain all the facts about the 
explosion, than go to the people who had to 
experience the disaster.  So, I set out to find 
some residents to try and obtain some first-
hand information as to what they were doing 
at the time, what was their first thoughts, 
and what they did afterwards.  Because of 
time, and space limitations in the paper, I 
am unable to reach out to everyone, and I 
am truly sorry for that.  The publisher asked 
for a story from me, not a book.

Part 2 Next Month!     
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WWW.?
(Photo Courtesy of roadarcitech.com)

Here is a building from the past.  Does it look familiar?  Two names will be accepted as 
correct, the most recent, and the previous.  Send your answers to: satimes@aol.com.

April Winners
Although it was a pretty easy picture, 

only 6 people correctly identified the building 
as the Sadie Pope Dowdell Library, which 
is located in South Amboy.  Several contest 
entrants incorrectly identified the structure 
as the South Amboy Middle/High School.  
A couple others called it the South Amboy 

Library, but we asked for the specific title, 
which is Sadie Pope Dowdell Library.  The 6 
winners who knew the answer were W. Tom 
Kross, Marian Mills, Joanne Niestempski, 
Don Zrebiec, Elenore Westerholm, and 
Elaine Zonak.  Congratulations!

Tom,
Every page of your 4/25 newspaper had a 

name/place I knew.  Gary B., David Switzer, 
Bob Leslie, my old “Uncle” John Dobrzyn-
ski (Camp Dill Boy Scouts), Scob Render’s 
Calso station (I worked at 3, Richmond’s, 
Render’s and Wally’s while at Rutgers and 
after the Army, Jack McKeon, on and on 
Applegate’s Pond.  Get me on your mail list 
before your May 23rd issue.

Thanks, “Skip” House
(Formerly of South Amboy)
Hoffman High ‘55

Dear Tom,
Enclosed is my check for renewal of The 

SA Times.  I cannot say enough good things 
about your newspaper.  Whenever we visit 
South Amboy/Sayreville, we always try to 
support your advertisers.

Best Wishes, Jerry Connors
(Formerly of South Amboy)

Editor,
I believe one gas station was missed in 

Claire Kuhn’s story last month.  Jackin & 
Cross on upper Main St. opposite Sacred 
Heart parking lot.  It was a Tydol station and 
had the Flying Red Horse sign out front.  I 
passed it every day on my walk to Sacred 
Heart School from Henry St.

Robert Martenak

Tom,
You did an excellent story on the Paul 

Pavich letter from Australia.  His Aunt 
Marge Powers was so happy to read it, 
and The SA Times went out in the mail for 
Australia, shortly afterwards.  Many thanks 
for considering it.

Mary Bringhurst
South Amboy

Attention: SA Times Subscribers 
Due to the economy, rising costs for postage, envelopes, labels, handling, an in-

creased work load, we regret that we will no longer be able to offer subscriptions for 
The South Amboy-Sayreville Times newspaper. 

As faithful readers and supporters of The SA Times, we want you to be assured 
that you can read every issue for FREE at our website: thesatimes.com.  

If you do not have a computer, we highly recommend that you ask a relative or 
friend that lives in the South Amboy-Sayreville area to mail a copy of The Times to 
you each month.

Those currently possessing active subscriptions will continue to receive The SA 
Times until the expiration month.

We thank you from the bottom of our heart for helping to make The SA Times the 
area’s #1 newspaper! 

Special Announcements
The South Amboy-Sayreville Times newspaper will now be featuring Special 

Announcements with photos, such as birthday, engagements, weddings, and other 
important occasions in your life. 

In addition, we will offer Personalized Obituaries, and also Memorial Tributes to 
your loved ones.  Please call The SA Times for pricing on any of the above at: 732-
727-0398 or 732-727-1906.

Graduation Special - June 20
 JuneMake your loved one’s Graduation Day a special one, by placing a gradua-

tion photo ad, with your personal congratulations!  Just submit the photo, and a brief 
message, plus a check for $30 payable to: SA Times, PO Box 3027, South Amboy, NJ 
08879.  (Photo will be returned only is you send an SASE along with it).  You may 
also send the photo by e-mail, and attach it as a JPG.  *Payment and photo must be 
received by 6/8/09.
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#1 Pop Hits On May 
23
2000-Maria, Maria-Santana
1993-That’s The Way Love Goes-Janet 
Jackson
1982-Ebony & Ivory-McCartney & Won-
der
1975-He Don’t Love You-Tony Orlando 
& Dawn
1969-Aquarius-The 5th Dimension
1956-Hot Diggity-Perry Como

#1 Country Hits On 
May 23
1994-Your Love Amazes Me-John Berry
1981-Seven Year Ache-Roseanne Cash
1977-Lukenbach, Texas-Waylon Jennings
1964-My Heart Skips A Beat-Buck Owens
1959-The Battle Of New Orleans-Johnny 
Horton

One Hit Wonders
30 Years Ago

1979-New York Groove-Ace Frehley; 
Got To Be Real-Cheryl Lynn; Shake It-Ian 
Matthews; Knock On Wood-Amii Stewart; 
Music Box Dancer-Frank Mills; I Got My 
Mind Made Up-Instant Funk; Just When I 
Needed You Most-Randy Van Warmer; You 
Take My Breath Away-Rex Smith; Ring 
My Bell-Anita Ward; Ain’t No Stoppin’ Us 
Now-McFadden & Whitehead; Makin’ It-
David Naughton; Born To Be Alive-Patrick 
Hernandez; Cruel To Be Kind-Nick Lowe; 
Pop Music-M; Come To Me-Francis Joli; 
You’re Only Lonely-J.D. Souther.

SA Times Staff Favorites from last 
month’s 1974 One Hit Wonders:

Tom Burkard-Beach Baby-First Class; 
Brian Stratton-I’ve Got The Music In Me-
Kiki Dee Band; Clem Skarzynski-Rock 
On-David Essex; Steve Schmid-Kung Fu 
Fighting-Carl Douglas.

See if you can guess The SA Times’ 
staff favorites from the above 1979 One 
Hit Wonders! 

Music Trivia Challenge
By Tom Burkard

Cities
1.__Hollywood Nights a.Tony Bennett
2.__The Night Chicago Died b.Merle Haggard
3.__Please Come To Boston c.Tom Jones
4.__I Left My Heart In San Francisco d.Elton John Band
5.__San Francisco e.Warren Zevon
6.__Walking In Memphis f.Gary U.S. Bonds
7.__Memphis g.Dionne Warwick
8.__Miami h.Bruce Springsteen
9.__New Orleans i.Will Smith
10._Detroit City j.Sir Douglas Quintet
11._Philadelphia Freedom k.Johnny Rivers
12._Atlantic City l.Bob Seger
13._Werewolves Of London m.Dave Loggins
14._Okie From Muskogee n.Dean Martin
15._Houston o.Scott McKenzie
16._Mendocino p.Paper Lace
17._Do You Know The Way To San Jose? q.Marc Cohn

Answers
1l 2p 3m 4a 5o 6q 7k 8i 9f 10c 11d 12h 13e 14b 15n 16j 17g.

Jam Fest 09
Every year, guitar instructor Brian 

O’Connor has an annual jam fest concert 
showcasing many of his student’s talent. Up 
to now this show has only been open to the 
parents and family members of his students, 
but this is the first year it will be open to the 
public. The show features a wide variety of 
music from Jimmy Buffet, The Eagles and 
Taylor Swift to Stevie Ray Vaughn with 
a hard driving band of young players that 
will surprise you.  Brian has been teaching 
guitar and bass in the area for the past twenty 
five years. He also works with many of his 
students on their vocal skills which will be 
showcased at the concert. The date is Sunday 
June 7th at 12 noon at the Charles Hoffman 
Senior Bldg, at 108 So. Stevens Ave. in 
South Amboy.

This show guarantees a great time for all, 
so come on down and enjoy yourself!  

Remember?
1963-When the Del Royals were a 

popular local rock band playing at high 
school, block dances and parties.  The group 
consisted of Wayne Turback on drums, 
Glenn Giles-bass, Frank Mason-guitar, John 
Klimkiewicz-guitar, and Danny LaCross-
keyboards.

Cancer Fund Raiser
The Hair Shop located at 3188 Wash-

ington Road, Parlin, will be holding it’s 
2nd annual Cut-a-thon on Sunday, June 7th 
from 10am-4pm.  All proceeds will benefit 
the Lustgarten Foundation for Pancreatic 
Cancer Research.

The charge for a haircut - wet or dry (no 
blow drying) is $15 per person.

Food and beverages will be available 
for purchase along with several raffles for 
great prizes!  There will also be music for 
entertainment. 

Talk Of The Towns
continued from page 2

President of the Sacred Heart Senior 
Citizens Club.  Eva Rittenhouse, 94, of 
South Amboy died on April 20.  She was 
Past President of the South Amboy PTA. 
Robert Standowski, 55, of Melrose died 
on April 23.  He was a truck driver for the 
Borough of Sayreville for 31 years, and an 
Exempt member of Melrose Fire Dept.  Bob 
was really one of the good guys, who will be 
missed.  Stella Standowski, 83, formerly of 
South Amboy died on April 25.  She worked 
at Charles Komar & Son in SA for 35 years.  
Stella was an avid SA Times reader/sub-
scriber. Jeffrey Stanislawczyk, 27, of Parlin 
died on April 29.  He was a professional opera 
singer who performed at Carnegie Hall.  He 
also was president of the Sayreville Singers, 
and was a Student Director of Sayreville 
Theater Society.   James Campion, 84, of 
South Amboy died on May 1. He was Past 
President and Captain of Eneterprise Hook & 
Ladder Co. #1 in SA, and worked 38 years at 
National Lead, retiring in 1984.  He worked 
at DuPont for 40 years.  Bernard “Toby” 
Tabasko, 80, formerly of South Amboy died 
on May 1.  He retired in 1985 after working 
at DuPont for 39 years.  Frank “Red” Betzler, 
77, formerly of Sayreville died on May 9.  He 
was an OLV Church usher for many years, 
and former vice-president of OLV Athletic 
Association.  Andrew “Andy” Lave, 92, of 
South Amboy died on May 10.  He worked 
for 30 years at South Amboy Roller Rink.  
May the Lord bless them all.

Flags Wanted
Troop 95 is collecting worn, torn or dam-

aged U.S. flags for its Retirement Ceremony 
on June 13.  Flags may be dropped off at 
the Scout House on Feltus St. & Washing-
ton Ave., Tuesday nights 7:30-9 p.m. until 
June 9, or call Scoutmaster Marty Ruszala 
732-721-5432.

New Officers
Congratulations!  South Amboy Elks 

Lodge #784 Installation of the 2009/2010 
Lodge Officers was held on Saturday, March 
21, 2009.  Back Row Left to Right:  Esteemed 
Loyal Knight, Gene Nieto; Esquire, John 
Dolan, PER; Treasurer, Gary Wolff; Trustee, 
Valentine Tarr; Trustee, Larry Scarola, PER; 
Esteemed Leading Knight, Robert E. Schaaf, 
PER.  Front Row Left to Right:  Trustee, 
Cheryl Torres; Chaplain, Kathleen Blood-
good; Exalted Ruler, Pat Stephenson; Inner 
Guard, Jeanine A. Sieber; Secretary, Michele 
M. Rutter; Esteemed lecturing Knight, Den-
nis Kopik; Trustee, Frank J. Glennon, PDD.  
Frank Glennon was also recently elected to 
serve as State Trustee of the Central District. 
Camera Shy: Tiler, Peter Martin, PER; 
Trustee, Richard Hier, PDD.

Youth Programs at Dowdell Library

Diane Clayton (l) and her daughter Brittany of Morgan proudly display one of the Avon 
products they were selling at the Sadie Pope Dowdell Library’s Vendor Fair recently.  (Photo 
by Tom Burkard)

Come join us at the Dowdell Library 
of South Amboy (adjacent to High School/
Middle School) for our Youth Programming.  
Registration is required for all activities, 
please call or stop by to sign up.

•Monday Tot Time: June 1 & June 15 
@ 1:30pm.

•Wednesday Story Time & Craft, 
Ages: 3-5: June 3, June 10, & June 17 @ 
3:30 pm.

•Friday Story Time & Craft, Ages: 5 & 
up:  June 12 & June 19 @ 3:30 pm.

•Knitting Circle:  Tuesday: June 2 & 
June 16 @ 6:30 pm.

•Wii Game Night (Beginners Ages: 9+):  
Thursday:  June 11 @ 6:30 pm

SPECIAL PROGRAMS FOR MAY
•Monday Night @ the Movies: June 22, 

InkHeart @ 6:00 pm.
•Thursday Tween Dance Party (Ice 

Cream) Ages: 9-13:  
Thursday, June 4 @ 6:30 pm.
•College Resource Night @ 6:30 pm:  

Be In The Know!
The Dowdell Library is adjacent to the 

South Amboy High School off O’Leary Bou-

levard.   Library hours are: Monday, Tuesday, 
and Thursday 9 am to 8 pm; Wednesday 
and Friday 9 am to 5 pm; and Saturday 10 
am to 4 pm.  For more information, contact 
the library at 732-721-6060 or comments@
dowdell.org. 
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School Sports
(As of May 12)

By Tom Burkard

Baseball
Cardinal McCarrick (8-3) Ben Mendoza 

is having a super senior year, both hitting 
and pitching, and has recently won 2 deci-
sions.  Others stinging the ball for Coach 
Notaro’s Eagles are Israel Vargas, Ryan 
Smith, Francisco Cedeno, and Joe D’Archi.  
John Raddich and Joe Lunger have 2 wins 
apiece.

Sayreville (7-8-1) The Bombers big 
hitters recently are Blake and Brandon 
Cuomo, Glenn Cannon, Jake Campbell, 
Brian Truchan and Eric Goitia.  Robert 
Stewart leads Coach Mike Novak’s club 
with 3 victories. 

South Amboy (5-6) Slugging the ball 
of late are John Winkler, Craig Warzecha, 
Peter Carroll, Joe Smith and Kyle Ravaioli.  
Dustin DeVoe tops Coach Joe Szaro’s team 
with 3 wins.

Softball
South Amboy (9-4) Coach Kim Peter-

son’s Lady Guvs have been getting plenty 
of offense from Kaitlyn Hubbard, Mary 
O’Connor, Rebecca English and Catherine 
Eber.  Casey Jukus has 8 triumphs for the 
Purple & Gold.

Cardinal McCarrick (7-5) Ace hurler 
Jessica Hartland has all 7 wins.  Coach Rich 
Geisheimer’s squad gets a lot of hitting sup-
port from Jen Shereyka, Jamie Williams, 
Rebecca Beshada, and Rebecca Bowsky.

Sayreville (3-8) Katie Dovidauskas and 
Jacquie Ciak have been stinging the ball 
lately, and Alexa Baldasare has all 3 wins for 
Coach Christa DeLucia’s Bombers.

Boys Tennis
Sayreville (9-3) Coach Michael Proven-

za’s team is led by top notch singles players 
Tanay Patel, Amar Karki, and Nick Szamreta.  
The doubles team of  Vaibhav Verma-Apoorv 
Kakar copped 2nd in Second Doubles at 
the GMCT, while Ravi Trivedi-Patrick 
Khaleel finished 4th in First Doubles at the 
GMCT. 

South Amboy (6-3) The Guvs of Coach 
Tony Gonsalves, have received standout play 
all season from singles players Kevin Kotsak, 
Kyle Septor, Rusty Shamborovsky, and the 
doubles teams of Luke & Dan O’Connor, 
and Chris Ikan and Connor Anderson. 

Boys Track
Sayreville (3-0) It’s been an outstanding 

year for the Bombers, who are led by Kene 
Eze, Koran Clyne, Sean Mosser, Rob Pizzi, 
Scott Monaghan, David Fleming, Mike 
Bohling, Mike Van Gonten, Shakir Goodrich, 
Nick Corvino, and Alex Yanuzzelli.

Cardinal McCarrick (0-3) Top perform-
ers for the Eagles are Brenton Widgeon, 
Gerard Piccolomini, Chris Peralta, Craig 
Thomas, Jarret Stone.

Girls Track
Sayreville (4-0) One of the best teams 

in the county, the Bombers feature stalwarts 
Chantel King, Ariana Velasco, Sarah Barnes, 
Janice Frontera, Shannon McKenna, Katie 
Mosser, Brianna Wilcher, Katie Seaman, 
Jolise Aponte, Sandra Jodelka, Jamie Unkel, 
Danielle Hogan, Wronica Bartnik, Whylia 
Thornton.

Cardinal McCarrick (0-5) Top tracksts-
ers are Amanda Murray, Haleigh Simon, 
Kemble, Prumos. 

Golf
Sayreville (6-10) Joe Beselinoff is the 

Bombers’ top golfer and gets support from 
Nick Fuentes, Eric Ryan and Mike Galvin.

GMCT
Baseball

Sayreville-In first round action, the 
Bombers downed Metuchen, 6-3 behind win-
ning pitcher Robert Stewart.  Jake Campbell, 
Brian Turchan and Glenn Cannon ripped 
doubles for the Blue & Gray.  In round two, 
Sayreville was eliminated, 3-2 by JFK in a 
real heartbreaker.  Brandon and Blake Cuomo 
had an RBI apiece for the Bombers.  

Cardinal McCarrick-South River 
blasted the Eagles, 11-1 in 5 innings.  John 
Radich took the loss.

South Amboy-Old Bridge pounded 
the Guvs, 9-0.  Dustin DeVoe took the 
setback.
Softball

Cardinal McCarrick-The Lady Eagles 
stopped Spotswood, 6-1, as winning hurler 
Jessica Hartland fanned 8.  Jamie Williams 
had a double, single and 3 RBI, Jessica Costa 
stroked 2 hits and knocked in 2 runs.

Sayreville-The Bombers eliminated 
Woodbridge 6-2. Kristen Fitzsimmons hit a 
2-run single, Chrissy Deleto an RBI single, 
Colleen Leschinski a single and triple, and 
Krystal Pearson hit a double.  Alexa Bal-
dasare was the winning pitcher.

 South Amboy-The Lady Guvs pounded 
New Brunswick, 23-4 in 5 innings in a Play-in 
round game.  Mary O’Connor hit 2 doubles 
and had 3 RBI, and Kaitlyn Hubbard ripped 
3 hits, while Casey Jukus picked up the big 
“W.”  J.P. Stevens eliminated SA, 10-0.

Mayor’s Trophy Game-Baseball coaches Joe Szaro of South Amboy and Frank Notaro 
of Cardinal McCarrick gather around home plate with their team captains prior to the 
annual Mayor’s Trophy game which was held this year at Veterans Field.  (Photo by Tom 
Burkard)

South Amboy coach, Joe Szaro (l) pours cold water on catcher Kevin Riley’s head after he 
was injured during the Mayor’s Trophy game against cross-town rival, Cardinal McCarrick.  
(Photo by Tom Burkard) 

Mallory Kirchner

Shereyka Leads 
County

Cardinal McCarrick’s sensational 
sophomore, Jen Shereyka leads the county 
softball players in batting average with a 
scorching .690, hits-29, doubles-16, RBI-
23, is tied for #1 in runs scored 22, and is 
second in triples with 3.

Toth #1 In NJAC
Parlin’s Jeff Toth, a 2005 grad of Sayre-

ville War Memorial HS, has the highest 
batting average in the New Jersey Athletic 
Conference (NJAC) with a scorching .497 
mark.  The talented shortstop has put up 
some amazing numbers during his 3 years at 
The College of New Jersey.  His lofty career 
totals include a .403 batting avg.; hits-201; 
doubles-32; triples-15; home runs-22; stolen 
bases-63.  He should also be selected in next 
month’s Major League Baseball First-Year 
Player Draft.  Congratulations, Jeff!

Kirchner Excels At 
GCU

Mallory Kirchner, a 2005 graduate 
of Cardinal McCarrick HS, has had an in-
credible 4-year softball career at Georgian 
Court University.  As of May 2nd with only 
a handful of games left, the talented left 
fielder was leading the club with a .402 bat-
ting average, runs 43, hits 68, and on base 
percentage .444, while helping her team to 
a (36-15) record.  

Mallory ranks #1 All-Time at GCU with 
220 hits, and also has 129 runs, 100 RBI, 
28 doubles, 9 triples, 13 home runs, and a 
.351 batting avg. for her career.  She was an 
All-Tournament team selection in 2007, and 
2nd Team in 2008.

Kirchner has been a major factor in 
GCU’s success over the past 4 years, help-
ing her team to 2 conference championships 
(2007 and 2009) and 3 consecutive Regional 
Tournament appearances.  

Eagles Win Trophy
Cardinal McCarrick captured the 

Mayor’s Trophy game over cross-town rival 
South Amboy, 13-3 in 5 innings.  Winning 
pitcher John Radich fired a 1-hitter and 
struck out 8.  Ben Mendoza drilled 2 hits 

and had 2 RBI.  Ryan Smith went 3-for-3, 
and Joe D’Archi belted a two-bagger and 
had 2 RBI.  Kevin Riley got SA’s lone hit, 
and Craig Warzecha took the loss.

NFL Teams Look At 
Graber

According to inside sources, Jay Graber, 
son of former South Amboy resident Joe, 
has been trying out for several NFL teams.  
Jay is a talented lefty quarterback, 6-3, 225 
lbs.  He is a graduate of Notre Dame HS in 
Lawrenceville, NJ, and Bryant University in 
Rhode Island.  In 2008 as a senior at Bryant, 
he passed for 1,676 yards, 13 TD’s, had a 
57.9 completion pct., and 9 interceptions, 
plus a 79.6 rating.

Seres Helps 
Brookdale

Brian Seres, one of the greatest baseball 
players in the history of Hoffman/South Am-
boy HS, helped his team, Brookdale College 
advance to the NJCAA World Series.  In the 
NJCAA Div III Region 19 championship 
game victory against Gloucester County 
College, he blasted a 2-run triple to give the 
Jersey Blues a 4-0 lead in the first inning.  
Seres, a soph, has added plenty of key hits 
throughout the season in helping Brookdale 
to a super (39-8) mark.

Mulvey Rolling 
Along

Local native, Kevin Mulvey is pitching 
excellent baseball for the Minnesota Twins 
AAA farm club at Rochester in the Interna-
tional League.  He is currently (2-1), with 
a very low 2.67 ERA, and 26 strikeouts in 
30 innings.   

Bartlinski, Aich Back 
To World Series

Kean University’s Joe Bartlinski of 
South Amboy and Brandon Aich of Sayre-
ville will be heading back to Wisconsin to 
compete in their third consecutive NCAA 
Division III World Series.  Bartlinski was 
the winning pitcher, as Kean, now (38-9) 
topped Keystone of Pennsylvania, 12-6 
in the Mid-Atlantic Regional game that 
clinched the trip back to the Midwest for 
the Big Dance.

Relay Team, 
Mosser Win GMC 
Crowns

The Sayreville Bombers 4x400 relay 
team of Sean Mosser, Scott Monaghan, 
Emeka Eze, Koran Clyne, captured the GMC 
championship in a quick 3:26.91.  Mosser 
also was an individual champion in the 800, 
running in 1:59.94.  Congratulations!
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Mother And Father
By Al Gomolka Jr.

Times Poet Laureate
c.1992

Mother-life, love
Heart of the family
The most beautiful word
Father-life, love
Head of the family
The most beautiful word
With respect
You are equally 
God’s importance
The head cannot work without the heart
The heart cannot work without the head
Mother and father
The most beautiful words.

Fishing Flashes 
By Teo “Weebles” Weber

Salt Water
Flounder fishing, slow as it was, came 

to an end as a large influx of Bluefish came 
in with more Striped Bass mixed in.  Action 
for Stripers at SA and Cliffwood Beaches has 
picked up.  I saw a Striper about 20lbs, my-
self, caught off the Perth Amboy waterfront.  
I also saw some Bluefish about 5lbs too.  They 
are all over the Bay hitting poppers and fresh 
bunker.  Surf fishing for at all beach areas 
is good for Stripers and Blues on the entire 
coast.  A  few Black Drum have surprised 
fisherman at times.  Party Boat fishing is 
OK for Ling and Sea Bass.  Blackfish are 
being caught, but the season is now closed 
until July 15th when you can only keep one.   
Fluke fishing opens May 23rd.   Expect to 
see a lot of shorts.  Some Fluke have been 
caught but had to be returned.  My wife and 
I found pretty decent fishing for Cod and 
haddock at Stellwagon Bank on the Capt 
john Boats out of Plymouth, Mass.  In two 
trips we brought home 18 keeper Cod & 
Haddock.  Most other anglers did very well 
too in good sea conditions.  Dog fish were 
not too much of a problem. Two Wolf Fish 
were also caught, one on each tip.
Fresh Water

Having missed opening day, I fished one 
afternoon in April at Far Hills at the North 
Branch.  I caught 3 trout and saw2 big ones 
about 22inches on someone’s stringer.  One 
Sunday in April, my wife and I fished the 
Pequest for a few hours.  We had four keeper 
trout, one big Sucker and we each lost two.   
At the end of the month we tried a section of 
the Paulinskill near Marksboro.  We had one 
keeper a piece and each lost one. I caught 4 
Smallmouth Bass.  Trout stocking continues 
with plenty of fish.  Shad are in the Delaware 
making their annual run up the river.  Wall-
eyes are there too.  They can also be found 
in Lake Hopatcong along with a good bite 
on Catfish and Hybrid Stripers. 

New Eagle Scouts
Troop 95 “Home of the Eagles” proudly 

announced its two newest Eagle Scouts, Jeff 
Bellanich and Kenny Eib.  Congratulations 
and best wishes!

Moms, Pops & Tots
The South Amboy Arena will be hold-

ing Moms, Pops, ‘n Tots Stroller Sk8 ‘n 
Walk every Saturday in June from 11 a.m. 
to 12:30 for 7 year olds and under.  Gramps 
are welcome too!  Non-skating parents and 
stroller babies to 2 ½ years old admitted 
FREE.  Skating adults $5, all children 2 ½ to 
7 years old, $2 admission.  Skate rental extra 
or bring your own.   For more information 
call 732-727-1122.  
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The Local Sports Memory Machine
By Tom Burkard

From The Sports Archives

1989-The South Amboy Men’s Senior Slow Pitch Softball League champions, Neumann’s 
Construction is celebrating the 20th Anniversary of their outstanding season.
Pictured top row (l-r) Mark Herdman, Larry Parsons, Mark Wahler, Dave Gumprecht, Drew 
Newcomb, Joe Ballo.  Middle row (l-r) Rudy Neumann, Frank Wahler, Dean Kenny, Mike 
Coleman, Billy Parsons.  Bottom row (l-r) Tim Walczak, Kevin Nemeth Glen Smith, Randy 
Neumann, Jackie Stratton.  (Photo caption courtesy of Barbara Neumann) 

T.H.E. 
Game

Glory Days in
Local Sports

1944-Sayreville nipped 
Dunellen, 4-3 on a passed ball.  
Undefeated Hank Walerzak hurled 
a 6-hitter and fanned 3.  Homer 

Dill blasted an inside-the-
park homer, and Ed Pasternak 

drilled a single and triple. 1958-
St. Mary’s Perth Amboy defeated the St. 
Mary’s Eagles, 10-3 on the baseball diamond.  
Bob Stader led the Saints with 2 hits. 1968-
Winning pitcher Rick Schreck fired a 4-hit 
shutout, and stroked an RBI single to lead 
Sayreville’s baseball team to a 3-0 victory 
over East Brunswick.  1978-Hoffman nipped 
Spotswood, 3-2 in boys’ soccer, as Mark 
Wahler, John Ziola and Marty Veilleux each 
scored a goal.   1980-The Guvs beat Monroe, 
5-1 in baseball behind Marty Veilleux’s 4-
strikeout, 4-hitter.  Tim Bloodgood ripped a 
2-run single, and Tom Mulligan had a sac fly.  
1997-St. Mary’s girls softball team thrashed 
St. Peter’s, 20-8.  Tracy McCurdy blasted 
a 2-run homer, out of the park, Bernadette 
McCreary punched 2 singles and a double 
with an RBI, and Molly McCreary was the 
winning pitcher. 2004-Cardinal McCarrick 
girls softball squad hammered Highland 
Park, 11-5.  Jess Nadalin went 3-for-3 with 
a solo HR and 3 ribbies, and Rosey Diaz had 
a single, double and RBI.

Year-1979
Sport-Baseball
Teams-Hoffman (5-1-1) vs. St. Mary’s 
(4-2)
Recap-Hoffman held a 6-4 lead into the 6th 
inning, when Ed O’Connor doubled and 
scored on an error to make it 6-5.  Mike 
Noble then singled in Tom O’Leary for the 
final run in a rare 6-6 tie game.  Frank Kuz-
iemski and Jim Bright had 2 RBI each for 
the Guvs, and Bob Aucone an RBI.
MVP-None

Legends Meet-St. Mary’s Eagles super athletes from the 1940’s, got together recently at 
the Peter Pank Diner to reminisce about the “Glory Days”  when they starred for the Blue & 
Gold and on men’s league teams.  Pictured (l-r) Jerry Connors (Class of 1949), John “Red” 
Connors (1944), and Leo Kedzierski (1946).  (Photo by Tom Burkard)

Diamond Dust
1956-South Amboy Little League-Day-

light Bakery 6 Rotary 1.  Don Rzepka and 
Jack Seaman each hit home runs.

1950’s-Freeholders Little Fellas Touney 
Semis-South Amboy Recs 8 East Brunswick 
Midgets 1.  Jack Seaman was the winning 
pitcher with a nifty 2-hitter and 13 strikeouts.  
Tom Fitzmorris blasted a 2-run homer.

Freeholders Tourney Championship.  
Patrick’s of Fords 2 South Amboy 0.  Two 
costly errors hurt South Amboy’s chances, 
and SA was 1-hit by Patrick’s.  Reserve right 
fielder, Richie Egan got the locals only hit.  
Jack Seaman pitched brilliantly in defeat, 
firing a 4-hitter and striking out 14.

The SA Recs lineup: Jankowski 1b 
Marotta ss Pohl cf T. Fitzmorris lf Sea-
man p Dooling c Poetsch 2b Flanagan 3b 
Kominkiewicz rf.  Reserve-Egan rf.

1970-SA Midget League-Yanks 3 Ori-
oles 0.  Mark DeFillippo was the winning 
pitcher.

1974-SA Little Fellas League-Modern 
Trans 10 English Chevron 3-John Pyonteck 
ripped 4 hits.

1975-SA Little Fellas League-Progres-
sive 9 Parkway Fabs 4.  Burk Lambertson, 
Steve Richmond and Dave Munck drilled 
3 hits each for the winners.  Tom Lakomski 
and Don Zrebiec laced 2 hits apiece for 
Parkway.

35 Years Ago
Five Szatkowski Brothers Starred

1974-The Lions Den men’s softball 
team captured the Western Division pennant 
in the South Amboy Men’s Senior Slow Pitch 
Softball League.   The team holds the distinc-
tion of having five brothers on the roster, and 
they most likely were all in the lineup at the 
same time during the season.

The Szatkowski brothers, Ed, Don, Ken, 
Tom and John all played important roles in 
leading Lions Den to a fine (14-4) record.  
Don Szatkowski led the regular players in 
runs-22, and batting average .500, and tied 
Mark Felice for most hits-26.  Felice, Ken 
Szatkowski and Danny Paone hit 3 homers 
apiece.  Pete Inman was the ace pitcher 
with an (8-1) mark and Ed Conroy turned 
in a fine (6-3).  Jerry Disbrow stung the 
ball for a scorching .600 avg., while batting 
only 30 times, and did not qualify for the 
league title.

The entire team was loaded with other 
superstars including  Joe Castellano, Jimmy 
Lyons, Mark Bratus, Leo Dohan and George 
Krzyanowski. 

O’Brien Was King
1953-South Amboy native, John “Jack” 

O’Brien, Seattle University’s scoring ma-
chine, became college basketball’s All-Time 
leading scorer with 2,537 points in his ca-
reer, easily surpassing Clyde Lovelette, the 
previous leader who tallied 1,888 points for 
Kansas University.

Trenta Remembered

55 Years Ago
1954-Charlie Kolb fired a no-hitter and struck out 10 batters to lead the Sayreville A.A. 

to a 4-0 triumph over the South Amboy All-Stars in Men’s Baseball.  Callahan, G. Byrnes 
and Ogborne had 2 hits apiece for Sayreville.  Marty Dohaney took the loss for SA.
The Lineups:
Sayreville A.A.  4
Chmielewski 3b J. Kolb 2b Callahan cf G. Byrnes lf Marcinczyk 1b Shorosky ss Ogborne 
rf Michalsky c C. Kolb p.
South Amboy 0
Higgins 2b J. Creed ss B. Kurtz 3b Malik rf English cf Lovely c Walsh lf Dadon 1b Do-
haney p.  Reserves-Murphy p Vail p Kennedy rf.

*Tom Malik, one of St. Mary’s finest pitchers in the 
early 1950’s went on to pitch in professional baseball 
for a couple of years.  He also played on the Eagles’ 
basketball team.

40 Years Ago
1969-The Sayreville baseball team under legendary 

Coach John Wortley featured some outstanding players.  
Outfielder Joe Gabel led the team with a .387 batting 
avg., and also in hits-29, RBI-21, and home runs-3; 
Catcher Gary Unkel batted .329 with 2 homers and 
13 RBI; Kevin Lynch, who excelled on the pitching 
mound with an (8-3, 1.55 ERA), also played second 
base, and stroked 20 hits and drove in 12 runs, while 
sporting a .317 avg.  Captain Gary George knocked in 
16 runs, and first baseman Jim Campion had 15 RBI. 
Frank Olszewski, was the ace of the pitching staff with 
an (8-1, 1.25 ERA), and Larry Cibrowski went (3-2) 
for the Blue & Gray.

Olszewski was a 1st Team Middlesex County All-
Stars (Same as All-County) choice, and Unkel was a 
1st Team choice for the Star Ledger’s All-Middlesex 
team.  Surprisingly, there were no Sayreville players 
selected to the All-State teams.

Tom Trenta, 63, who pitched for St. 
Mary’s 1963   state championship baseball 
team died on March 22 in Troy, Michigan.  
He was a highly-respected attorney through-
out his 33-year career which began in the 
Oakland County Prosecutor’s Office and 
ended as vice president of Global Litigation 
for Kelly Services, a Fortune 500 company 
with offices around the world.

Trenta graduated from St. Mary’s HS 

in ’64, and then Marquette University in 
’68 with a bachelor’s degree in finance and 
accounting.  He entered the U.S. Army that 
same year, and as a first lieutenant, served 
a combat tour of duty in Vietnam from 
1970-71.  The following year, he enrolled 
in law school at the University of Detroit, 
receiving his juris doctor in 1976, joining 
Oakland County as an assistant prosecutor.  
May God bless Tom. 

*

40th Anniversary
June 4, 1969

St. Mary’s & Hoffman Baseball Teams
Both Won State Championships

On The Same Day!
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• TANK REMOVAL • INSTALLATION
• TANK TESTING • SANDFILL

• ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES

ADVANCED
SITE
IMPROVEMENTASI (732)

566-0281

Ice Or Heat, That Is The Question
Whether to use ice or heat can be a vex-

ing issue for those of us coping with acute 
injury, morning aches, or chronic pain.  First, 
use caution.  Ice and moist heat therapy can 
both interfere with circulation, especially in 
the elderly, the immune compromised, and 
those with circulatory problems or who suf-
fer from serious diseases (including cancer).  
When in doubt, check with your chiropractor.  
Never use any form of ice or heat unless you 
are certain it’s appropriate to do so.

What To Do First!
Have you ever seen an athlete with a 

bag of ice lashed to his ankle wearing an ace 
bandage?  That player is practicing athlete 
injury first aid.  It is called R.I.C.E., Rest, 
Ice, Compression and Elevation.  This can 
be done for 24-48 hours.  If pain an swelling 
persists, heat can be applied.

Ice is best when an acute injury has 
resulted in acute inflammation in the area of 
injury.  Signs of acute inflammation include: 
swelling, redness, or heat in the surrounding 
area.  Ice should be used for 10-30 minutes 
depending upon the thickness of the damaged 
part; for example, an elbow for 10 minutes 
and lower back for 30 minutes.  Wrap ice 
packs in a towel and apply it to the injured 
area. You can expect to feel a little cold dis-
comfort in the area before and numbness or 
pain reduction takes place.  Check the skin 
temperature frequently to prevent damage.

Heat is best used with chronically stiff 
muscles or joints or if your pain increases as 
the weather becomes colder.  Persons with 
circulation problems should use neither heat 
or ice because they can’t reliably tell if the 
area is warming or cooling properly.  

Wrap hot packs in 4-8 layers of thick 
toweling to start with.  Adjust towel thick-
ness as needed.  In general, you may use 
commercial hot packs in either boiling water 
or the microwave.  Follow the instructions 
that come with the pack or consult your 
chiropractor.

As for electric heating pads?  Never, 
never use them!  Heating pads can overheat 
quickly and burn you before you know what’s 
happening.  There are safer and easier ways 
to apply heat.  I urge you, again DO NOT 
use electric pads for any reason.  If the injury 
persists for more than a few weeks, consult 
your physician.  

Engagement
Holly Neminski, the daughter of Caro-

lyn Neminski and the late Edward Neminski 
of Sayreville, NJ is please to announce her 
engagement to Timothy P. Fee, son of the 
late Mr. Francis and MaryJane Fee of South 
Amboy, NJ.

The future bride is a graduate of Sayre-
ville War Memorial High School and also 
a graduate of Ducret School of the Arts in 
Plainfield, NJ. She is currently employed 
with MS3 Marketing as a Sr. Art Director.

The future Groom is also  a graduate of 
Sayreville War Memorial High School and 
attended Middlesex County College. He has 
been employed with the Tile Workers Union 
Local 7 for 26 years. He is also the drummer 
for The Rockdaddys.
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Pictured is the Golden Rule Christian Center’s staff, Miss Wendy (Director, 
Daycare teacher) and Miss Michelle (Teaching Assistant) along with several 
of their daycare and preschool children.
The Center is located at 815 Bordentown Ave., South Amboy, and is now 
enrolling students for daycare, summer camp, and for the September 2009-
2010 school year.  The Center also offers an Aftercare program for school 
age children.  For information call 732-721-3887.

So Many Gas Stations-So Few Cars!
By Jerry Connors

Claire Kuhn’s article in last month’s 
Times concerning gas stations in South 
Amboy in 1952 caught my interest.  I am 
sure Claire will not mind if I modify her 
list.  If my info is incorrect, and it could be, 
I stand humbly corrected.

I believe Masterson’s and Abe Korb’s 
should be eliminated since they were in 
Sayreville territory.  I believe we can replace 
them with 2 stations within the city limits that 
were still in operation in 1952.  A station on 
the corner of Stevens Ave. and Main St. was 
owned by Steve Trella.  That station went 
way back to the late 1930’s, when Willie 
Delaney, a neighbor of ours, worked there 
as a mechanic/attendant.  On the corner was 
an enclosed booth from which a policeman 
could operate the traffic light.  It was a very 
busy intersection.  One could catch the Me-
chanicsville and Keyport buses along with 
the Public Service 2 and 5 there.  This station 
sold Gulf gasoline for many years.

Another gas station in operation in ’52 
was located at the corner of Broadway and 
Bordentown Ave.  I do not know the own-
ership or brand of gas sold there.  This site 
had a garage in which a gentleman named 
“Beanie” Lambertson was building a boat 
over the course of many years.  The boat was 
much too large to be taken out of the garage 
without major modification to the facility.  
It was a topic of conversation around town 

for years before, and probably after 1952.  
I do not know how the problem was finally 
resolved, but perhaps a South Amboy “Old-
timer” can shed some light on it.

There also was a service station and 
repair facility on upper Main St. during this 
period.  It was named Jackin and Cross.  It 
was a large building.  Into the 1940’s at least, 
Tydol gasoline was pumped there.  Perhaps 
around 1950, the gas station part of the 
business ceased, and Jackin and Cross con-
centrated on their extensive vehicle service 
and repair function.

In conclusion, it is a wonder how so 
many stations would survive in a 1-mile 
square area with far fewer vehicles on the 
road than there are today, especially during 
World War II when gasoline was rationed 
and so many men and women were in the 
Armed Forces.  Then again, gas was rela-
tively cheap, cars probably got 10-12 miles 
per gallon and nobody seemed to care about 
Global Warming.

Opera At Sayreville
The Queens Opera will perform at the 

Senior Center, Main St., Sayreville on Thurs., 
June 4 starting at 7:30 p.m.  The event spon-
sored by The Cultural Arts Council of the 
Borough of Sayreville is FREE with light 
refreshments.  All ages are welcome.  Any 
questions call 732-257-6510.

Homeland Security ($50,000).  “The Mayor 
and this Administration have worked very 
hard to hold the taxpayer harmless during 
this time by watching how every penny is 
spent and ensuring our City government 
has operated in a cost-effective manner,” 
said Tooker.  

Over the past several years, the City 
has reduced staff by attrition, reducing the 
number of non-police personnel by 8 posi-
tions thereby reducing the City’s budget by 
over $470,000 in salary, benefit, pension 
and tax cost.  Even after this reduction, we 
continue to work to find and implement 
policies that harbor efficiency at reduced 
staffing levels.

Mayor O’Leary emphasized that this 
layoff was a last resort. “I hired these offi-
cers, they are good people and good public 
servants; I’m the last one that wants to lay 
them off,” O’Leary said. O’Leary and Tooker 
revealed that the Administration appealed to 
both police unions (PBA and SOA) to help 
find ways to avoid a potential layoff, but 
the unions have yet to respond.  According 
to Tooker, the City had to submit a detailed 
plan to the State DOP and provide evidence 
that the City explored other alternatives, 
including meeting with the police unions.  
Tooker added that the department’s Chief 
and Captains have been working closely 

SOUTH AMBOY ANNOUNCES LAYOFFS
continued from page 1

with the Administration to avoid the layoff 
by finding additional cost-saving measures 
within the confines of the PBA and SOA 
contracts.  Mayor O’Leary explained that 
the City police department has historically 
fluctuated between 26-30 members and 
hirings are based on projected manpower, 
which factors in anticipated retirements. 
“I can assure the City residents that the 
layoffs will in no way effect the security 
here in the City of South Amboy,” O’Leary 
emphasized.

“In coordination and cooperation with 
Chief Wallis and Captains Lavigne and Rich-
mond, the City has applied for a COPS Hiring 
Recovery Grant under the Federal stimulus 
legislation that would provide funding for 
up to five police officers,” Tooker stated. 
Mayor O’Leary added that the grant, if ap-
proved, would provide up to $1.3 million in 
salary funding plus benefits for a period of 
3 years. “We are cautiously optimistic, but 
frankly we have to prepare for a worse-case 
scenario,” O’Leary continued, “we all need to 
remember we are in the worst recession this 
country has seen since the Great Depression; 
my job is to make the choices that strike the 
proper balance between providing essential 
government services, such as policing, and 
not hitting the taxpayer in the wallet while 
he or she is down.” 

A Hidden Break in the Pavement
Story and Photos By Brett Klaproth

It's all about which direction one chooses.  
Proceed North on South Amboy's South 

Broadway and one experiences the beating heart of 
this compact city.  Shoppers and commuters alike 
pass and patronize bars and restaurants, specialty 
and convenience stores, and the pulsing train station 
abutting NJ Transit's North Jersey Coast Line.  It 
is fast-paced, familiar, and expected.

 Wander South, literally the road far less trav-
eled, and one encounters the unexpected.  Its pres-
ence is obscured by an imposing hill that commands 
the road to veer sharply, creating the illusion of a 
dead end.  But what lies beyond that bend is life 
in another sense.

 A few might know it as the address of the city's 
department of public works.  It is perhaps more 
widely recalled by some long time residents as the 
former site of the South Amboy Waterworks where 
families, Boy Scouts, and other groups once enjoyed 
afternoons of picnicking and baseball.  Informally 
named for that utility, Waterworks Pond is one of 
three fresh water bodies adjacent to the Raritan 
Bay which, together with the surrounding woods 
and wetlands, offer literal and figurative breath 
to our area.

The abundance of trees and other plant life 
on the ecologically sensitive 90 acre parcel of 
land on which the ponds sit feeds us oxygen.  And 
the adjacent salt marsh filters harmful contaminants 
from our water and helps prevent flooding and the 
erosion of soil.   

More easily observed, the spot is a haven for 
wildlife.  A secluded one that in part suffers from 
our misuse, but a haven nonetheless.

The New Jersey Audubon's South Am-
boy web page lists, for 
insance, over 200 resi-
dential and migratory 
bird species identified in 
the region between this 
location and the bay ex-
tending to Morgan Creek.  
Common in and along 
the waterways here are 
Canada goose, mallard, 
wood duck, great egret, 
great blue heron, and 
American coot.  A pair of 

mute swans are also frequent visitors.  
Belted kingfisher make occasional and often 

very vocal fly-ins, and killdeer hobble along the 
ground with dangling wings feigning injury in at-
tempt to lure potential predators from their nests.

Patrolling overhead are gull, turkey vulture, and 
several species of hawk.  And osprey have returned 
to the area as a result of efforts to lure them back 
with nesting platforms and the clean-up of the Rari-
tan Bay which now sustains more of the fish that 
comprise the vast majority of the bird's diet.  

 More closely observable are a multitude 
of perching bird species traversing the trees and 
any plants that provide food or protective cover.  
Finally, where there are tubular flowers, there can 
be found ruby-throated hummingbird.

Gray squirrel, Eastern chipmunk, woodchuck, 
Eastern cottontail, and muskrat also abound, with 
white-tailed deer, raccoon, striped skunk, opossum, 
and red fox more rarely encountered.  

The habitat is home to at least six types of 
turtles, a dozen or so individuals of which routinely 
take to the fork shaped mass of fallen tree limbs to 
bask in the warm weather sun at the far side of the 
smaller of the two prominent ponds.  There are 
also at least three kinds of snakes (none venom-
ous), two of frogs, and one species each of toad 
and salamander.

Beneath the water, bluegills excavate their 
crater-shaped nests in the shallows along the banks 
and pickerel lie stilly in wait for prey.  In the air, 
numerous species of butterfly and dragonfly make 
for only marginally cooperative but rewarding 

photo subjects.  
These aquatic envi-

ronments are of course 
shaped in part by vegeta-
tion.  Huge expanses of 
the main pond are coated 
with arrow arum and water 
lily and the greater part of 
the third, Applegate's 
Pond, a shallow pool hid-
den in the trees, is almost 
completely camouflaged 
by the latter's pads and 

flowers in summer and fall.  Banks are varyingly 
lined with cattail, iris, and shielding common reed.  
And the woods to the south are plentiful with fern, 
skunk cabbage, moss, and mushroom of varying 
species, shape, and color.

 The locale and its inhabitants, though thriving 
in many respects, are of course fragile, and are not 
unthreatened. City vehicles and the aforementioned 
railway operate on paths immediately bordering its 
waters. And illegal dumping is a widespread and 
ongoing problem.

 Though the tract is located in Sayreville, 27 
of its acres are owned by South Amboy and it is 
this city's Mayor John T. O'Leary who is dedicated 
to the preservation of the landscape in its entirety 
and establishing it as a nature preserve.  The Mayor, 

who also championed the creation of the Raritan Bay Waterfront Park, has 
attempted to purchase more of the private land via funding from the Harbor 
Estuary Program, the New Jersey Green Acres Program, Middlesex County, 
and others.  But thus far the site has been considered ineligible due to its 
private ownership.

NY/NJ Baykeeper's Conservation Director Greg Remaud, who coordinates 
natural land acquisitions and restorations in the region clarified, "none of the 
funding that we have available for acquiring sites could be used to purchase 
municipally owned land because the agencies view this land as already 
protected."  He also noted that once obtained, clean-up of the site might be 
funded by the New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection.  

A small amount of infrastructure would also be required as some sec-
tions would be inaccessible to the average visitor due to frequent muddy or 
flooded conditions and gates would need to be built across certain paths to 
prevent access by non-official vehicles.  Remaud even confirmed that Rutgers 
has expressed interest in staffing a proposed environmental center on the 
grounds should it be created, a testament to the importance of this multi-
habitat region. 

NY/NJ Baykeeper has worked to assist Mayor 
O'Leary on this project for several years and Rem-
aud applauds the city's commitment.  "Baykeeper has 
been very impressed and appreciative of the vision and 
efforts of Mayor O'Leary and South Amboy to pre-
serve the Waterworks and other nearby green space.  
The delay in formally preserving this site seems to 
lie more in the details of the property and potential 
partner agencies than with the town administration 
which has pushed hard on several occasions, offering 
varied and innovative approaches.  We look forward 
to the opportunity to move forward with preserving, 
cleaning, and restoring this site for residents of the 
local community and as significant wildlife habitat 

for the region."
It's fitting and refreshing that the two men recognize the importance of 

this space for both the health and enjoyment of the city's present and future 
residents and for its own inherent value.  It remains up to us whether we 
share this vision.

It's all about which direction we choose.
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Obituaries
Bailey, Ralph E. Jr., 38, of Parlin died 

on April 18.
Betzler, Frank “Red,” 77, formerly of 

Sayreville died on May 9.
Bloodgood, Elmer, 82, of South Amboy 

died on May 5.
Bowie, Catherine J., 92, of Sayreville 

died on May 12.
Campion, James J., 84, of South Amboy 

died on May 1.
Conroy, Cheryl L., 41, of Morgan died 

on April 30.
Corlett, Thomas V., 69, of South Amboy 

died on April 19.
Gorczyca, Stanley J., 85, of Melrose 

died on April 23.
Hudak, Michael C., 87, of Sayreville 

died on May 11.
Ioffredo, Yolanda P., 86, of Parlin died 

on April 27.
Jagielnicki, Anna, 82, of Morgan died 

on April 19.
Kelly, Theresa, of Sayreville died on 

April 19
Kroeger, William E., 82, of Sayreville 

died on April 30.
Kuligowski, Florence A., 88, of Sayre-

ville died on April 28.
Kwiatkowski, Edward J. “Eddie Kaye,” 

93, formerly of Sayreville died on May 1.
Lave, Andrew J. “Andy,” 92, of South 

Amboy died on May 10.
Lestuck, Francis S., 58, formerly of 

Sayreville died on April 27.
Letts, Joseph B., 63, formerly of South 

Amboy died on May 14.
Magielnicki, Richard, 68, of South 

Amboy died on April 22.
Masarik, Karen A., 54, of South Amboy 

died on April 24.
Mogensen, Charles R. Jr., 62, of Parlin 

died on April 21.
Nash, Mary C., 90, of South Amboy 

died on April 20.
Olsen, Patricia Trzoniec, 70, of Sayre-

ville died on May 2.
Paczkowski, Mary Falej, 93, of South 

Amboy died on April 19.
Przybylowski, Mark D., 43, formerly 

of Sayreville died on May 8.
Rittenhouse, Eva B., 94, of South Am-

boy died on April 20.
Standowski, Robert, 55, of Melrose, 

died on April 23.
Standowski, Stella M., 83, formerly of 

South Amboy died on April 25.
Stanislawczyk, Jeffrey, 27, of Parlin 

died on April 29.
Tabasko, Bernard T. “Toby,” 80, for-

merly of South Amboy died on May 1.
Vavrence, Mary Ann, 61, of Parlin died 

on May 9.
Walsh, Claire A., 85, of Parlin died on 

April 22.
Wiecek, Alexander W., 69, of Sayreville 

died on May 3.

Robert L. “Bob” 
Fox died peacefully 
and unexpectedly 
on April 1, 2009 in 
Belen, New Mexico 
at the age of 72.  
Bob grew up on First 
Street, the son of 
Milton and Florence 
Fox and had been 
a lifelong resident 
of the South Amboy 

area until he moved to New Mexico in 1982.  
While he lived in South Amboy, Bob joined 
the South Amboy First Aid when he was 
eighteen and was an umpire for Babe Ruth 
and local school baseball in his later years. He 
was married to the former Mary Ann Kovacs 
of Sayreville and they had one daughter, 
Barbara Ann, who moved with them to New 
Mexico.  He was employed by Sun Oil in 
Piscataway as a dispatcher for 19 years.  He 
was predeceased by a brother, Milton, and 
a sister, Edna Bolin.  While in New Mexico,  
Bob continued his pledge of helping others by 
joining the Rio Grande Estates Volunteer Fire 
Department, eventually becoming one of the 
first members of it’s Board of Directors and 
he received a Lifetime Achievement Award 
for his service to the community. Bob will be 
sadly missed by his many friends in New 
Mexico and by all those from South Amboy 
who could never forget his sense of humor.  
"Condolences may be sent to 109 Vista del 
Rio, Belen, New Mexico  87002"

Robert L. “Bob” Fox
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School Sports
continued from page 17

Bartlinski, Aich 
Super For Kean 
University

Kean University’s stellar baseball club 
currently has a (33-9) record, and captured 
its 2nd consecutive NJAC title.

South Amboy’s Joe Bartlinski and 
Sayreville’s Brandon Aich are once again 
turning in an outstanding season for Kean 
University’s powerhouse baseball team.  
Bartlinski, a starting pitcher (6-3) is tied 
for most wins in the NJAC, and also leads 
the club with 73.1 innings pitched, and 56 
strikeouts.  His ERA is a fine 3.68.  Aich the 
team’s closer, is (2-0) with 10 saves, tops in 
the NJAC, and a 2.57 ERA.  In 35 innings 
pitched, he has fanned 33.

Bartlinski was selected 1st Team All-
Conference for the second straight year.

Both hurlers received top awards from 
the NJ Athletic Conference, Bartlinski for 
“Pitcher of the Year,” and Aich for “Fire-
man of the Year.”  Congratulations to both 
talented young athletes.  South Amboy and 
Sayreville are proud of you!

Kaelin Honored At 
Seton Hall

Kristen Kaelin of Sayreville had a most 
outstanding freshman year at Seton Hall 
University.  The talented softball player, who 
starred for St. John Vianney High School last 
year, batted cleanup, playing in 52 games, 
and finished with a .312 batting average, 8 
doubles, 2 triples, 5 home runs, and 30 RBI 
for the Pirates.  Kristen, who played left field 
and DH, tied the school record with 4 hits in 
a game, and was also named to the University 
of Maryland’s All-Tournament team.  She 
was selected All Big East 3rd Team.  The 
Dean’s List athlete was also named Seton 
Hall’s “Freshman Female Athlete of the 
Year.”  Congratulations, Kristen! 

Soccer At Lagoda’s
Don’t miss the Champions League Final 

between Manchester United and Barcelona.  
Stop in at Lagoda’s to see it May 27 at 2:30 
at Lagoda’s Saloon, 109 South Broadway, 
South Amboy.  

Nicola Looks To 
2010

Monmouth University’s Jessica Nicola 
of Sayreville, finished her junior year with 
a .263 batting average.  Nicola, who batted 
close to .400 as a freshman and soph, was 
hampered with an injury, but played through 
the pain.  Monmouth finished at a respect-
able (25-16-1), and everyone hopes Jessica 
is healthy again for her senior year.

Guvs Tough In 
Tennis

The South Amboy Governors tennis 
team is off to one of its best starts ever.  
Preseason indoor work has really paid off.  
First singles standout, Kevin Kotsak (10-0) 
is in Coach Tony Gonsalves’ words, “One 
of the most determined players we’ve ever 
had.  He has the potential to go all the way.”  
Seniors Kyle Septor and Rusty Shamboro-
vsky play 2nd and 3rd singles respectively, 
and both sport (6-4) records.

The first doubles team is the O’Connor 
twins, Dan and Luke, who are (7-3).  “When 
they are not giving each other heat as broth-
ers often do, they are beating their oppo-
nents,” according to Coach Gonsalves.  The 
O’Connors along with Kotsak will represent 
SA in the state tourney.  The second doubles 
team of Chris Ikan and Connor Anderson 
have paired nicely and sport a winning 
record.  Other team members are Matt Mi-
chalik, Tom Eib, Tyler Simko, Alec Hall, 
and the “Polish Wonders” Luke Gremza, 
Mateusz Radon and Chris Stajek.  They are 
the team of the future.  

Car Blessing-June 2
South Amboy Knights of Columbus 

#426 will sponsor the annual Car Blessing at 
St. Mary’s parking lot on Second St., South 
Amboy on Tues., June 2 from 6:30-7:30.  
Rain date is Wed., June 3.

Arena Open House
South Amboy Arena will hold an Open 

House on Sunday, June 7th, with FREE Ad-
mission to all for their 50’s Music Sk8 from 
1-4:30 p.m., followed by an old-fashioned 
“Sock Hop” from 4:30-6 p.m.  Registration 
is underway for an Antique Car Show, with 
only 20 wide spots available.  Trophy will be 
awarded to the hottest car!  Car Show will be 
cancelled due to rain, but the Sk8 and Sock 
Hop will take place rain or shine.  Music 
will be piped outside for your enjoyment.  
Bring lawn chairs to sit, look and listen or 
look, then come inside to Sk8 and eat!  For 
more info call 732-727-1122.

Birthday wishes for great-grandma, Julia Gabel of Sayreville from: Robbie Renode, Kayla 
Renode, Olivia Renode, Elizabeth Smetana & Anastasia Smetana.  “Happy 80th Birthday, 
GG” (Photo Submitted)

The South Amboy Governors, under the coaching genius of Tony Gonsalves are off to one 
of the finest starts in school history with a (6-3) record.  (Photo submitted)

Honor Our Heroes
Memorial Day
May 25, 2009
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