
NEXT ISSUE

May 23rd

• MEMORIAL DAY
• ELECTION ‘09

ALL DEADLINES
MAY 11TH

FOR ADS CALL
732-727-0398 OR

732-727-1906

Date:  April 25, 2009 PRICELESS Vol. 18  Issue 7

THE
SOUTH AMBOY
★★★★ SAYREVILLE

Happy
      Mothers
            Day

Scocco Founded 
Sayreville BIC

Alexander Scocco, 92, of Sayreville 
died on March 28.  He was the founder and 
longtime Executive Director of Sayreville 
Association for Brain Injured Children.  He 
founded the non-profit program in 1968, and 
provided a 6-week summer camp and a year 
round recreational program for the area’s 
handicapped children.  The program is still 
in existence and has served thousands of 
handicapped children.  The model conceived 
by Scocco is still in use today, pairing a 
handicapped child with a teenage counselor, 
in as close to a 1-on-1 scale as possible.  

Scocco was a World War II veteran, 
serving in Gen. George Patton’s 3rd Division 
Battery B 255 Field Army Battalion, and 
received many medals and honors.

Alexander Scocco did so many won-
derful things for the BIC, and others in his 
lifetime.  He will always be remembered.

Alexander Scocco

Sayreville Primary 
Shapes Up

There will be two, 3-year council seats 
up for election in the Borough of Sayreville 
this November.  The seats are currently held 
by Democratic incumbents Stanley Drwal 
and Kathy Makowski.

Sayreville Democrats who filed for the 
June Primary Election were Councilman 
Drwal and former Councilman Dennis Gro-
belny.  Two Republican newcomers, Maria 
Catallo and Frank Bella also signed up for 
the June 2nd election.

No Local Races In 
South Amboy

There will be no local election races in 
the City of South Amboy this year. 

Awards Day
The Pete Kenny Association held its 

Annual Awards Day on April 18 at AOH 
Hall, 2nd St., South Amboy.

This year’s honorees are: Irishman of the 
Year-Officer Paul Noble; Irishwoman of the 
Year-Mrs. JoAnn O’Leary Katko; Citizen of 
the Year-Patty Dalfonzo; Businessman of the 
Year-Ken Sumski (Owner of R & R Print-
ing); Irish-American Leadership Award-Lt. 
Michael Downs; Samaritan of the Year-John 
Munck; Volunteer of the Year-Grand Marshal 
John “Ace” Donnelly.

Youth Sports Awards were presented 
to: Male Player of the Year-Julio Rosario; 
Female Player of the Year-Chrissy Keir; Don 
Shots Memorial Award-Joe Charmello.

Special Awards-SA/PKA Parade Queen-
Ms. Megan Brown; SA/PKA Parade Prin-
cess-Ms. Victoria LaVigne; 25 Years of 
Service to PKA-Ray & Anne Kukulski; 35 
Years of Service NJTPD-Chief Joe Bober.  
Congratulations to all! 

Hall Of Fame 
Inductees

An outstanding group of Sayreville 
High School graduates were inducted into 
the SWMHS Hall of Fame on April 25th.   
The banquet was held at the VFW Hall on 
Jernee Mill Road.   The inductees are:

Gary DeLena, Class of 1970:  Rutgers 
and Rider graduate; professional comedian 
and actor.

George Elmasry, Class of 1996:  Physi-
cally disabled Rutgers Law School graduate; 
admitted to NJ bar 2006. Donna Sedlak 
Hummell, M.D., Class of 1972: Graduated 
Douglass College; Johns Hopkins Medical 
School; Phi Beta Kappa; Pediatric Immunol-
ogy and Rheumatology professor, Vanderbilt 
University. 

Richard  Kosmoski ,  Class  of 
1964:  US Navy Veteran; Sayreville 
firefighter; saved 3 lives in a Wild-
wood, NJ fire; active in veteran’s affairs. 
Michael Saltzman, M.D., Class of 1982:  
College of William & Mary graduate; Eastern 
Virginia Medical School 1991; Diplomate 
in Urology; active outdoorsman.

Bill Telepan, Class of 1984:  Culinary 
Institute of America graduate; studied in 
France; cookbook author; his New York 
restaurant, Telepan, voted “Best New Res-
taurant” by Zagat’s in 2007. Benefit Softball 

Game
The Sayreville Recreation Dept. is 

sponsoring a Community Softball Chal-
lenge benefit game for the Brain Injured 
Children.  The event is scheduled for Sat., 
May 9th, 2:30 p.m. at the Sports Complex 
on Bordentown Ave.  For more info call 
732-390-7092 or 7096. 

Caring Award 
Winners

Local high school students who received 
the 2009 Caring Award for outstanding 
volunteer community service were Cardi-
nal McCarrick HS-Renee Parsons; South 
Amboy HS-Stephanie Sirna; Sayreville War 
Memorial HS-Carol Sharrouf.  The awards 
were presented by the Middlesex County 
Guidance Council at a ceremony at Middle-
sex County College.  Congratulations!

Cardinal McCarrick basketball great, Mike Burwell, recently signed a letter of intent to attend 
South Florida University.  Pictured standing (l-r) AD Gil Pritchard, and Eagles’ Head Coach 
Joe Lewis.  Seated (l-r) Michael Burwell Sr.,  Mike Burwell, and Alicia Burwell.  (Photo by 
Brian Stratton)

Alumni Honored
Cardinal McCarrick/St. Mary’s High 

School recently held its Annual Alumni 
Dinner Dance and Evening of Recognition 
at The Forge Inn of Woodbridge.  Over 150 
people attended the affair.  Receiving Alumni 
Recognition Awards were Peter Kenny Class 
of ’71, Rosanne Cross Savoi Class of ’65, 
Chris Grevesen Class of ’73, and Thomas 
Pristavec Class of ’57.  Congratulations!

Opening Day-The South Amboy Youth Athletic Association held its Opening Day with a 
parade through town, and other festivities at the baseball field.  Youth baseball and softball 
is now in full swing, as other local leagues opened their seasons as well.  Pictured are 
young South Amboy ballplayers, proudly displaying their Association’s banner.  (Photo by 
Tom Burkard)

Popular radio personalities Dennis Malloy (l) and Michele Pilenza (r) kicked off their “Diner 
Tour” at The Peterpank Diner on Rt. 9 North in Sayreville on April 3rd.  Owner Alex Panko 
(c) had a great time, as the “Dennis & Michele Show” was broadcast live from “The Pank.”  
(Photo by Brian Stratton) This Issue

is Dedicated
in Memory of

Gary
Bouchard
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Happy Birthday!  Retired Borough of Sayreville Policeman and Councilman, Ed Rappleyea 
(c) was honored with a terrific 80th Birthday party, in which 90 people attended at the 
Sayreville VFW recently.  Pictured with Ed is his wife Beverly (l) and Mayor Kennedy O’Brien 
(r).  (Photo by Tom Burkard)  

Talk Of The Towns
By Tom Burkard

Local Connection
A couple SA Times loyal readers 

questioned what the local connection was 
of the engaged couple that appeared in last 
month’s issue from North Carolina, Krysta 
Meinzer and Lucas Lovelace. The announce-
ment was sent in and unfortunately did not 
mention that Krysta’s dad is former South 
Amboy resident and City Councilman, Chet 
Meinzer, and her mom is Judy Kurowsky 
Meinzer, a 1969 St. Mary’s  H.S. graduate, 
talented musician/singer, and former actress 
who appeared on TV.
Lt. Colonel Jack O’Connell

Last month we inadvertently listed Lt. 
Colonel John “Jack” O’Connell’s rank as 
Major.  Sorry ‘bout that Jack.  Can’t wait until 
we write General in front of your name!
Remember Mike Keller?

It was great to see former South Amboy 
resident Mike Keller pictured recently in the 
Home News Tribune with New York Giants 
star football player, David Tyree.  Mike is 
the superintendent of Timothy Christian 
School in Edison.  He was a star catcher for 
Hoffman High in the early 1960’s.
Physical Therapy Praise

SA Times feature writer Clem Skarzyn-
ski sends the following message to A & A 
Physical Therapy in Parlin: “Many, many 
thanks to Clinical Director Smita Parikh 
and her staff Bharti and Sheetal Shah for 
your professional and compassionate care I 
received while recuperating from recent leg 
and knee surgery.  You guys were awesome!  
Any readers out there in need of outstanding 
physical therapy-don’t hesitate, call Sheetal 
at 732-525-8802 or stop in at 984 Rt. 9 
South, Parlin.”
In Memoriam

Mike Letteriello, 82, of South Amboy 
died on March 17.  He was a great Mechan-
icsville guy, who always had a hilarious 

Pleasant Little 
Trivia

By Tom Burkard
1.Sayreville Knights of Columbus 

Grand Knight in 1994?  a.Andrew Klosinski 
b.Wayne McCormack c.Paul Muller

2.The local actor who was featured on 
“The Milton Berle Show” in the early 1950’s?  
a.Marco Marcello b.Johnny Greenwade 
c.Charlie Walters

3.The local man who rode a horse in a 
rodeo at the old Madison Square Garden in 
1945?  a.Ed Rappleyea b.Johnny Lambrisco 
c.Ted Korsiewicz

4.This laundromat was located on the 
corner of North Pine Ave. and Augusta St. 
in South Amboy, where the Headhunter 
is now located?  a.Maytag b.Comp-Wash 
c.Westinghouse

5.This travel agency was located on 
Main St. in Sayreville in 1996?  a.All Na-
tions b.Magteam c.Sayreville

6.The South Amboy Little Fellas League 
President in ’77?  a.Ron Masarik b.Jim Ho-
lovacko c.Danny Lewis

7.The local doctor whose office was 
located on Ernston Rd., Parlin in ’74?  a.Dr. 
Ouano b.Dr. DeGirolamo c.Dr. Lee

8.The Hoffman High’s Principal in 
1988 ?  a.Bill Beattie b.Bob Bloodgood 
c.Joe Donnelly

9.The President of the Sayreville His-
torical Society in ’79?  a.Bonnie Downs 
b.Dan Bucholtz c.Lois Klitzke

10.St. Mary’s HS Principal in 1982?  
a.John Gloss b.Sister Joan Gavron c.Dr. 
Frank Ianniruberto

11.The President of the 2nd District 
Democratic Club of Sayreville in 1979?  
a.Stella Misiewicz b.Ann Jarusiewicz c.Sally 
Banderski

12.Hoffman High’s Senior Class Presi-
dent in ’91?  a.Tangee Krauss b.Stacey White 
c.Jim Hoehman

Answers
1c 2a 3a 4c 5b 6a 7b 8a 9c 10b 11a 
12c.

continued on page 6
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 ★  Business of the Month  ★

South Amboy Foodtown
“Where Quality Rules”

South Amboy Foodtown (Formerly Frank’s Market) have been serving the people 
of South Amboy and surrounding areas 81 years.  Frank Paczkowski Sr. opened Frank’s 
Meat Market Oct. 27, 1928 and ran the business as Frank’s Market “Where Quality 
Rules” until May ’66, when he enlarged the facilities and joined the Foodtown orga-
nization.  Frank’s Market then became South Amboy Foodtown.  In Feb., 1973, Frank 
Paczkowski Sr. passed away, and the business was left in the hands of his wife Helen 
and children.  Helen Paczkowski passed away in 2002, and the business is presently 
run by Frank & Helen’s son, Ed and his children Ed Jr., and Frank.

9 Employees with 231 years of service-Pictured (l-r) Ed Paczkowski Jr. (32 years), 
Frank Paczkowski (24 years), Mike Harvey (31 years), Darcy Jacobi Myers (21 years), 
Mary Ellen Kenny (35 years), Nancy Orlowski (29 years), Nancy Lindblad Tarr (10 
years), Mary Ellen Zonak McMahon (28 years), George Blake (21 years).  (Photo by 
Tom Burkard)

Over the years, many area residents 
have been employed at South Amboy 
Foodtown (Frank’s Market) and we are 
proud of the longevity of many employees, 
some starting while still in high school.  
South Amboy Foodtown still follows the 
principles instilled by Frank Sr.-“Where 
Quality Rules”-and friendliness, cleanli-
ness, and your satisfaction is a must.

South Amboy Foodtown has a com-
plete line of groceries, meat, produce, 
non-foods, liquor, dairy, frozen food and 
in store Bakery and Deli Dept.  If there 
is something you can’t find, just ask for 
the manager on duty, Ed Jr., Nancy, Mike, 
Frank, or Ernie, and they will help you.

Frank our Meat Manager makes sure 
all our meats are USDA choice and Gov. 
Inspected Grade A.  To ensure freshness 
our meat is delivered every day.  Any 
special cuts or sizes and our Meat Dept. 
will satisfy you.  Frank makes our own 
homemade Fresh Kielbasy and Breakfast 
Sausage with the same recipe used by his 
grandfather since 1928.

Nancy in Security makes sure all 
products come in fresh and in code.

George our Produce Manager in order 
to keep the freshness, gets daily deliveries.  
For any occasion, he will make beautiful 

fruit baskets or fresh fruit or vegetable 
trays.  Just call and order.

Eileen our Bakery Manager, is here 
early to bake our delicious bread, rolls, 
and sweet goods.  Susan our Deli Manager, 
has a complete line of lunch meat and 
salads, and for a quick lunch, a variety of 
hot foods and specials.  Sandwich platters, 
cold cut platters, cheese platters, and any 
catering needs are available.  Call Susan 
for information.

For your convenience, we have a 
Liquor Dept., Lotteries, and ATM Ma-
chine.

If you don’t have time to shop, try 
South Amboy Foodtown’s Delivery Ser-
vice.  For home delivery service, check 
our website www.Foodtown.com  If you 
don’t have a computer, use our phone 
service.  Nancy will take your order over 
the phone on Wednesday and your order 
will be delivered Thursday.  Call Nancy 
at 732-721-0277 for more info.

Remember, Foodtown the Fresh 
Friendly Supermarket is the place for 
all your shopping needs.  South Amboy 
Foodtown, 611 Bordentown Ave., South 
Amboy, Tel.732-721-0277; Fax-732-727-
5899; E-mail- FT283@aol.com.

Golf Tourney
The Colonel D.B. Kelly Pipes & Drums 

Golf Tournament will be held on Sat., May 
30th at Bunkerhill.  The event is guaranteed 
to be a sell out, so don’t get shutout and 
register today!  See Mickey Gross, or any 
of the members to sign up.

Polka At Sayreville
Gene Mendalski & The G-Men (7 

piece Polka Band) will be in concert at the 
Sayreville Senior Center, Main St., on Thurs., 
May 7 starting at 7:30 p.m.  The event is 
sponsored by The Cultural Arts Council 
of the Borough of Sayreville.  Admission 
is FREE with light refreshments.  All ages 
are welcome to attend.  Any questions call 
732-257-6510.

NOVENA TO ST. ANTHONY
Oh Holy St. Anthony, gentlest of Saints,  your love 

for God and charity for his creatures made you worthy 
when on earth to possess miraculous powers.  Miracles 
waited on your word, which you were ready to speak 
for those in trouble or anxiety.  (Make request).  The 
answer to my prayer may require a miracle.  O gentle 
and loving St. Anthony whose heart was ever full of 
human sympathy, whisper my petition into the ears 
of the sweet infant Jesus who loved to be folded in 
your arms and the gratitude of my heart will be yours.  
This novena has never been known to fail.  Say Our 
Father, Hail Mary and Glory Be. -B.T.S..

PRAYER TO ST. JUDE
(To be said when problems arise or when one seems 

to be deprived of all visible help, on far cases almost 
despaired of). Most holy Apostle St. Jude, faithful servant 
and friend of Jesus, the church honors and invokes you 
universally as the patron of hopeless cases, of things 
almost despaired of, pray for me, I am so helpless and 
alone. Make use I implore you of that particular privilege 
given to you, to bring visible and speedy help where 
help is almost despaired of. Come to my assistance in 
this great need that I may receive the consolation and 
help of heaven in all my necessities, tribulations, and 
sufferingsparticularly (Here make your request).., and 
that I may praise God with you and all the elect forever.  
I promise O Blessed St. Jude, to be ever mindful of this 
great favor, to always honor you as my special and 
powerful patron, and to gratefully encourage devotion 
to you. Amen.  Thank You St. Jude. -E.P..

NOVENA TO ST. ANTHONY
Oh Holy St. Anthony, gentlest of Saints,  your love 

for God and charity for his creatures made you worthy 
when on earth to possess miraculous powers.  Miracles 
waited on your word, which you were ready to speak 
for those in trouble or anxiety.  (Make request).  The 
answer to my prayer may require a miracle.  O gentle 
and loving St. Anthony whose heart was ever full of 
human sympathy, whisper my petition into the ears 
of the sweet infant Jesus who loved to be folded in 
your arms and the gratitude of my heart will be yours.  
This novena has never been known to fail.  Say Our 
Father, Hail Mary and Glory Be. -B.T.S..

Enjoy the Prom!
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Yearbook-Hoffman 1969
By Len Ambroziak

The Class of ’69 will never forget the 
sudden loss of “Our Principal,” James Crod-
dick.  It was a shock to us all.  Besides being 
our administrator, he was a local guy, who 
was a pleasure to be around for teachers and 
students alike.

The “Notre Livre” (yearbook) was 
dedicated to Ray “Butch” Tomaszewski, 
a graduate of Monmouth College.  What a 
great yearbook photo of him with the “Divas” 
of our day gathered around him, as he was 
washing some pans in Miss Bishop’s Home 
Ec class.  Some other dedicated teachers that 
year were: Richard Klein, John Kovaleski, 
Jean Miskiewicz, Michael Poll, George 
Virgilio, Elnora Dexheimer, David Inman, 
Francis Cialone, George Mahoney, John Mo-
ran, Robert Bloodgood, Louisita Reese, Lynn 
Search, Miriam Hollfelder, John Zdanewicz 
and Woody McCarthy, Angela Charmello, 
and school nurse Joanne Donnelly R.N.  
Eugene Dobrzynski was superintendent and 
Adam Martin our principal.  

Our senior class officers were President 
Kathy Rufus, Eugene Kaboski, Jane Caster-
line, and Judy Thoma.

The yearbook staff consisted of Mary 
Roberts, Cathy Brown, Sue Ann Jonason.  
The school play, “Charley’s Uncle,” directed 
by Michael Olczak, was a great success.  The 
investment club was chaired by Mr. Oleyar 
and included Kathy Lyons, Anne Zdziarski 
RN, Matthew Gonsalves, Rita Chlebicki 
RN, Donald Clayton PE, Gary Rossman, 
Greg Kosovich.

Popular local hangouts for the 69ers 
were Mike’s Corner, The Wall on South 
Stevens Ave., Joe Smoke’s Corner, and a 
few visited popular St. Mary’s hangouts, 
Frank Presnal’s, and The Jug.  In addition, 
the “Submarine Races” at the boat club were 
always a popular attraction.

Some of the members of the great H.G. 
Hoffman HS Class of ’69 included: Cathy 
Brown, Ruth Ann Brown, Donna Buick-
erood, Denise Clark, John Corvino, John 
“Skippy” Costanzo, Ken DeLucia, Dawn 

Dennis, Geraldine Estelle, Kathy Gregor, 
Billy Gawenus, Linda Holton, Mark Ger-
shon, Vicki Jorgensen, Peter Hogan, Gerald 
Kijowski, Gail Kristalyn, Thomas Knable, 
Donald Ludlow,  Kathy Lyons, John “Jackie” 
Mason, Anne Marie Maxfield, Frank Mio-
duszewski, Donna Meyers, James Moran, 
Linda Pappa, Mark Norek, Carol Pirk, 
Bernie Poulson, Mary Ellen Prusakowski, 
Frank Starosciak, John Strzykalski, Mary 
Lou Ruszczyk, Kenny Szatkowski, Beverly 
Samuelson, Richard Tanchyk, Laura Scully, 
Barbara Shackelton, Christine Sieber, Ann 
Tabasziewski, Linda Thomsen, Darlene 
Vargas, and our long time married couples, 
Geraldine Estelle & Franny Freeman, and 
Carol Whitcomb & Tom Gecek, and yours 
truly, Len Ambroziak.  

Senior varsity letter winners for 1969 
were Frank Chonsky, Michele Cross, Claire 
Kwiatkowski, Mary Ann Wisniewski, Kathy 
Kach, Linda Larson, Michael Boychuk, 
Kenny Blaha, Gail Kolb, Janie Kukulski, 
Jack Bloodgood, Jimmy Tingle, Jimmy 
Lyons, Denise Jedwabnik.  Jorgensen and 
Kwiatkowski were featured speakers at the 
graduation on June 19, 1969.

The best of luck to this slice of the Baby 
Boomer generation in the future!

The Miraculous Prayer
Dear Heart of Jesus, in the past I have asked for 

many favors.  This time I ask you this my special one 
(mention favor).  Take it, Dear Jesus, and place it within 
your own broken heart, where your Father sees it.  
Then, in His merciful eyes, it will become your favor, 
not mine.  Amen.  EP

NOVENA TO ST. ANTHONY
Oh Holy St. Anthony, gentlest of Saints,  your love 

for God and charity for his creatures made you worthy 
when on earth to possess miraculous powers.  Miracles 
waited on your word, which you were ready to speak 
for those in trouble or anxiety.  (Make request).  The 
answer to my prayer may require a miracle.  O gentle 
and loving St. Anthony whose heart was ever full of 
human sympathy, whisper my petition into the ears 
of the sweet infant Jesus who loved to be folded in 
your arms and the gratitude of my heart will be yours.  
This novena has never been known to fail.  Say Our 
Father, Hail Mary and Glory Be. -B.T.S..
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FIRE SAFETY EDUCATION INITIATIVE

Assemblyman John S. Wisniewski (l) along with NJFMBA President William Lavin (c) and 
long-time TV personality Dr. Frank Field (r) are pictured at Samsel Upper Elementary School 
in Sayreville during a fire safety assembly.  (Photo submitted)

Fire Injury, Death Statistics among 
Children Prove Need for Education Over-
haul in NJ

 Following a Monday roundtable discus-
sion with education and fire safety experts, 
Assemblyman John S. Wisniewski today 
again stressed the need for improvements in 
the way New Jersey educates students about 
the dangers associated with fire.

“Every year, hundreds of young lives 
are lost in residential fires, mainly because 
the children do not know how to act in a fire 
emergency,” said Wisniewski (D-Middle-
sex), chairman of the New Jersey Fire Safety 
Commission.  “We need to improve on how 
we teach our children about fire safety so 
that the first thing they think of in a blaze 
isn’t ‘Stop, Drop and Roll.’ ”

In his role as Fire Safety Commission 
Chairman, the Assemblyman has been work-
ing to promote a more thorough and proactive 
teaching of fire education in New Jersey 
schools.  The Monday roundtable meeting 

on the topic included Dr. Frank Field, noted 
fire safety expert and lecturer; Lucille Davy, 
commissioner of the state Department of 
Education; William Lavin, president of the 
New Jersey Firemen’s Mutual Benevolent 
Association (NJFMBA); and other education 
and fire officials.

Wisniewski has been working with Dr. 
Field – who created an educational series 
of videos on fire safety called “Fire Is…” 
– to improve young students’ awareness 
and understanding of fire emergencies.  
The pair have visited several local schools 
to speak with students and educators about 
the need for expanded fire safety education 
in the classroom.

“It was while working with fire profes-
sionals on my ‘Fire Is…’ series that I learned 
how very much, even as an adult, I did not 
know about fire safety,” said Dr. Field.  

continued on page 16
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Peggy Yanuzzelli

Yanuzzelli Chosen 
President

The Middlesex County Association of 
Realtors (MCAR) recently installed Peggy 
Yanuzzelli as President for 2009.  The as-
sociation represents more than 3000 Realtor 
and Realtor-Associate members throughout 
the county.

Yanuzzelli is a broker-salesperson with 
Century 21 Charles Smith Agency in Sayre-
ville, and has been licensed and working 
as a full-time Broker-Associate since 1985 
with the agency.  She has been a long-time 
advertiser with The South Amboy-Sayreville 
Times.  Congratulations, Peggy, and have a 
great year as President!

Perennial
By Al Gomolka Jr.

Times Poet Laureate
c.1987

For all of you of broken heart
I’ve got a story to be told
About a man who thought because
You lose at love, you just grow old
Alone and sad and dry
Can’t seem to want to try
So just sit alone and cry
You just sit alone and cry
Oh, there will be a brighter day
I know you’ve heard this song before
Give your heart the time to mourn
Then keep it open like a door
Don’t regret or scorn the past
Your heart’s born with love that lasts
It’s as perennial as grass
As perennial as grass
Take it from this man who knows
For I too lost all belief
But then my true love came along
You see, failure doesn’t mean defeat
I know, failure doesn’t mean defeat
So, don’t regret or scorn the past
Your heart’s born with love that lasts
It’s as perennial as grass
As perennial as grass.

Gift And Tea 
Auction

Cardinal McCarrick/St. Mary’s HS is 
holding its Annual Gift and Tea Auction 
on April 26th in the gym.  Doors open at 
12 noon, and the first call is 2 p.m.  Last 
year over 400 people attended, and the 
super 50/50 winner received approximately 
$9,000.   Tickets are $10 each, and can still 
be purchased at the door. 

Roast Pork Dinner
Trinity Methodist Church, 815 Bor-

dentown Ave., Sayreville/South Amboy is 
holding its Annual Roast Pork Dinner on 
Sat., April 25 from 4:30-7 p.m.  Dinner in-
cludes mashed potatoes, salad, vegetables, 
homemade desserts and beverage.  Tickets 
are $13 for adult, children 5-12 are $6, and 
under 5 are FREE.  Take out dinners are 
available after 5 p.m.  For more info call 
the Church at 732-721-3558. 

Fabulous Forties

1946-Pictured at the annual DuPont Plant Picnic are some of South Amboy’s best known, 
young gentlemen, who were called “The Gang from Jack’s Soda Shop.”
Top row (l-r) Ed O’Leary, Chris Triggs, George Harkins, Norman Kilcomons.  Bottom row (l-r) 
Frank “Inky” Norek, John “Red” Connors, John “Jinx” Dowling, Bob Fleming, Tom Downs.  
(Photo courtesy of  Mary Bringhurst) 

A PRAYER FOR HEALING
Lord, you invited all who are burdened to come 

to You.  Allow your healing hand to heal me.  Touch 
my soul with Your compassion for others.  Touch 
my heart with Your courage and infinite love for all.  
Touch my mind with Your wisdom, that my mouth may 
always proclaim Your praise.  Teach me to reach out 
to You in my need.  Help me to lead others to You by 
my example.  Most loving Heart of Jesus, bring me 
health in body and spirit so that I may serve You with 
all my strength.  Touch gently this life which you have 
created.  Amen -T.B.

Talk Of The Towns
continued from page 2

joke for everyone.  Patricia Shannon, 66, of 
South Amboy, died on March 26.  She was 
a member and officer of St. Bernadette’s 
Columbiettes.  Dorothy Banfield, formerly 
of South Amboy died on March 26.  She was 
once chosen Queen of South Amboy, and 
also held a key to the city.  Lottie “Wlade” 
Salamon, 85, of Sayreville died on March 
27.  She owned Lottie’s Catering Service in 
Sayreville, and was also a member of the 
Sayreville Lady Dems. Gary Bouchard, 70, 
of Parlin died on April 3.  He was the founder 
of Oulde Spye Marine Corp. and Captain/
owner of the popular Misty Morn fishing 
boat, a family owned and operated business 
for over 20 years.  He was Past President of 
Bayview Rod & Gun Club.  Bill Kehoe Jr., 
89, formerly of Morgan died on April 9.  He 
worked for NL Industries for 25 years, and 
was a founding member of the Morgan First 
Aid.  May God bless them all!
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Pictured above is Master Brian O’Connor with his 2008-09 South Amboy Youth Group Karate 
Class. Master O’Connor has been teaching self defense to the children of South Amboy for 
the past 21 years through the City’s Recreation Department with assistant Kevin O’Connor. 
It’s a great program. The children have fun while learning martial arts, self discipline and self 
confidence. The season starts in late September thru March and deals with South Amboy 
students from grades 3-6. Congratulations on another successful year!
Missing from photo is assistant Chris Schaaf . (Photo By John E Szpara)

Past Grand Knight/Author Jim Carney stopped in at the South Amboy Knights of Columbus 
Council #426 with his grandchildren Paul and Elizabeth to visit the Easter Bunny, during 
the Annual Breakfast With The Easter Bunny.  (Photo by Tom Burkard)

CHIQUITA BANANA & FRIENDS
By Elaine Scott

In the early days of television, commer-
cials had been aired, like clockwork, every 
15 minutes.   At a time when everything had 
still been made in America, we had watched 
those “ground breaking” commercials selling 
American products on our American-made 
Westinghouse, RCA, GE, Zenith, Admiral, 
and Motorola television sets. Back then, it had 
also been commonplace for wealthier advertis-
ers to finance entire shows.  “The Saturday 
Night Fights, brought to you by Gillette,” 
Dinah Shore singing, “See the USA in your 
Chevrolet,” and Death Valley Days sponsored 
by Mule-Team Borax, are just a few.

While TV was in its infancy, commercials 
were, too.  Suffering “growing pains” in the 
beginning, they “grew up,” just as we did, 
through the years.  Simply made and often 
hokey pokey, those new and now ancient com-
mercials remain unforgettable because they 
were either so good, or unforgettable because 
they were so bad.  Whatever the reason, they 
must have worked if we can remember them 
after all of these decades.  

 “I’m Chiquita Banana and I’m here to 
say…put bananas in your cereal everyday,” 
sang Chiquita Banana.  Wearing a headdress 
piled high with about 50 pounds of bananas 
on it, Chiquita had all of us kids begging our 
parents to buy bananas. 

“Brusha, brusha, brusha, new Ipana 
Toothpaste, with a brand new flavor…it’s 
dannnndy for your teeeeeth.”  The tooth-
paste may be forgettable, but little Bucky 
the Beaver isn’t.

“Brillcreme, a little dab will do ya.  Brill-
creme, you’ll look so debonair.  Brillcreme, the 
gals will all pursue yaaaaaaaa.  They’ll love 
to get their fingers in your hair.”  The guy in 
this commercial had been so handsome, he 
could have used chicken fat on his hair and 
it wouldn’t have mattered.

“Choo Choo Charlie was an engineer.  
Choo Choo Charlie was his name we hear…” 
went the lyrics for the Good & Plenty com-
mercial.  Although a half-century has passed 
since Choo Choo Charlie began telling us 
to buy Good & Plenty, how could any of us 
ever forget?  

“Mr. Clean gets rid of dirt and grime and 
grease in just a minute.  Mr. Clean will clean 
your whole house, and everything that’s in it.  
Mr. Clean, Mr. Clean, Mr. Clean.” Except for 
the bottle changing from glass to plastic, Mr. 
Clean is still cleaning.

“Old Spice means quality, said the Cap-
tain to the Bosun.  So, look for the package 
with the ship that sails the ocean.  Yo Hoooo.”  
Old Spice may not be nearly as popular as it 
once was, but the ship still sails.

“Chock Full O’ Nuts is a heaaaavenly 
coffee….heaaaavenly coffee, heaaaavenly 
coffee.  Chock Full O’ Nuts is a heaaaavenly 
coffee, a better coffee Rockefeller’s money 
can’t buy.”  When the Rockefeller family 
had complained, the lyrics were changed 
to “…a better coffee a millionaire’s money 
can’t buy.”

 “Plop plop, fizz fizz, oh, what a relief it 
is.  Plop plop, fizz fizz, oh what a relief it is, 
sang the little guy named, Speedy, who had 
always worn an Alka-Seltzer tablet for a hat.  
Years later, Alka-Seltzer would dump Speedy 
for their newer commercial, “I can’t believe 
I ate the whooole thing.”

 “Hmm, hmm, good.  Hmm, hmm, good.  
That’s what Campbell’s Soups are…hmm, 
hmm good.” They still are.

“They’re grrrrreat!!” said Tony the Tiger 
for Frosted Flakes cereal.

“There’s something about…an Aqua 
Velva maaan”; “Maxwell House.  Good to 
the last drop”;  “Timex, the watch that takes 
a lickin’ and keeps on tickin’”;  “Cigars, Ciga-
rettes, Tiparillos.  Cigars, Cigarettes, Tiparil-
los,” said the Hat Check girl as she carried 
around her tobacco-laden tray;  “Caaall forrr 
Phil…lippp Morr…rr…iss”;   “When it rains, 
it pours,” went the words of the old Morton 
Salt commercial, as the little girl stood hold-
ing her umbrella;  “When E.F. Hutton talks, 
everyone listens”;  “I want my Maypo!”

Then, there were:  Burt & Ollie, the 
animated guys in the Piels Beer commercials, 
the original Maytag Repairman, The Miss 
Rheingold Girl, 99.99% pure Ivory Soap, 
Smokey the Bear warning all of us to prevent 
forest fires, and one commercial after another 
for Lucky Strike, Camel, and Chesterfield  
cigarettes.

Like nails scratching down a blackboard, 
the worst of the worst had to have been:

“Mother! Please!!!  I’d rather do it 
myself!!

“Look, Ma!!!  No cavities!!!
Yup, they just don’t make them like 

they used to.  
Next month, “Where’s the Beef?”
(Elaine “Holton” Scott may be contacted 

at siteseein526@bellsouth.net.)
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Early Church History Lecture

Sayreville Cowboy

1945-That’s 16-year old Ed Rappleyea of Sayreville, riding his horse Lady Penny at the 
Borough.  Rappleyea was an expert equestrian, who once rode a horse in a rodeo at the 
old Madison Square Garden in New York.  (Photo courtesy of Ed Rappleyea) 

Equestrienne Of The Year
Stacy Butewicz, an 18-year old senior 

at Cardinal McCarrick HS, was chosen 
by the N.J. Department of Agriculture as 
the 2009 Equestrienne of the Year at the 
NJ-bred Equine Breeders Awards dinner 
in Freehold.

Stacy was nominated by the Garden 
State Horse and Carriage Society, and she 
won the state title over 7 other contestants.  
She won a $250 scholarship, and will attend 
events arranged by the NJ Equine Advisory 
Board, and help promote youth involvement 

in the sport.
The South River resident will be attend-

ing Rutgers University School of Environ-
mental & Biological Sciences this fall, where 
she will major in animal sciences and minor 
in equine science.  She and her sister Amy 
are active in rescuing and finding homes 
for former racehorses that could possibly 
be destroyed.

Congratulations, Stacy on a tremendous 
accomplishment! 

Mary Durski (l) and her daughter Nicole 
Durski are pictured at the Walk For Autism 
at Washington, DC.  (Photo submitted).  

Upcoming Programs At Dowdell Library

APRIL IS AUTISM AWARENESS MONTH
By Mary Durski

Where did we get the Vatican?  What 
is the earliest portrait of Jesus?  When did 
we get nuns?  Find the answers to these 
questions and so much more at the lecture 
“Early Church History At Its Best” at the 
Gathering Place on May 6 from 7-8:30 p.m.  
History buffs will love this informative event 
presented by Jackie Callahan.  For more info 

call 732-495-7615.  The Gathering Place is 
located at 130 Bray Ave., Middletown, and 
is run by Co-Directors Sister Louise Gorka 
RSM, and Sister Peggy Noone, RSM.  Sister 
Louise is a graduate of St. Mary’s HS Class 
of 1950, and does a fabulous job running 
The Gathering Place. 

In order to highlight the growing need 
for awareness about Autism, April has been 
designated as National Awareness Month.  
Autism Awareness Month, celebrated every 
year in April, provides an opportunity for 
families, friends, and local communities to 
raise public awareness about Autism.  

Autism is a complex developmental 
disability that affects an individual’s social 
interaction and communication.  It is known 
as Autism Spectrum Disorder, because it af-
fects each individual in different ways into 
varying degrees. One in 150 children in the 
United States is diagnosed with Autism and 
1 in 94 children in New Jersey.  

Here are some red flags for Autism: Does 
not consistently respond to his or her name. 
May Avoid eye contact.  Does not point or 
wave “bye-bye” by 15 months.  Used to say 
a few words or babble, but now does not.  
Shows very little interest in other children.  
Delayed speech and language skills. Seems 
to prefer to play alone.  Difficulty transition-
ing from one activity to another.  Has odd 
movement patterns, such as, flapping arms, 
hands.  Spends a lot of time lining things up 
or putting things in a certain order; and gets 
upset when these are disrupted.  Unusual or 
repetitive play.

Experts agree that Early Intervention 
is important in addressing the symptoms 
associated with Autism.  The NJ Early 
Intervention System provides services for 

infants and toddlers, age birth to three 
years of age, with developmental delays 
and disabilities, and their families.  Mary 
Durski, Clinical Coordinator at Children’s 
Specialized Hospital in the Early Interven-
tion Program urges parents to discuss any 
concerns with their Pediatrician.  If you think 
your child exhibits any red flags for Autism 
or has developmental delays please call Mid 
Jersey CARES Regional Early Intervention 
Collaborative (REIC) 732-937-KIDS www.
njeis.org  

Mary and her daughter Nicole Durski, 
who works as a special education teacher in 
a local school district both, feel passionate 
about helping Autistic children and their 
families.  They have volunteered for the Walk 
For Autism, sponsored by Autism Speaks, 
and on June 4,2008 went to Washington DC 
to join in a March and rally led by Jenny 
McCarthy and Jim Carrey.  The Rally was 
aimed at drawing attention to the issue of 
too many toxins in children’s vaccines.  
TOO MANY TOO SOON was the chant 
but we still need to vaccinate our children 
to prevent diseases.

Autism support groups: Autism Speaks 
www.autismspeaks.org. Parents of Autistic 
Children www.poac.net

The Foundation for Autism Training and 
Education www.thefate.org. NJ Center for 
Outreach & serve for the Autism Community 
(COSAC) www.NJCOSAC.org

Knitting Circle:  The circle is led by 
friendly instructor, Sarita, on the 1st and 3rd 
Tuesdays of the month at 6:30 pm. Beginners 
are welcome!

Computer Game Night: Two Thursdays 
per month at 6:30 pm.  Adults and teens, 
join us for some competitive fun on April 
9th and April 30th.

Vendor Fair: Saturday, April 25th – join 

us for some great bargains!  Everything 
from videos, collectible comic books, to 
bestsellers… There will even be vendors 
selling jewelry, so get there early for the 
best selection!

The library is adjacent to the South 
Amboy High School on O’Leary Boulevard.  
For more information, contact them at 732-
721-6060 or comments@dowdell.org.

Cardinal McCarrick’s recent production of “Grease” was a huge hit with audiences.
The cast and crew took a journey back to the 50’s and had a great time!!
(Cast photo by Brian Stratton)

This great collection of New York Yankee 
memorabilia, owned by Kim Towle, is on 
display at the Sadie Pope Dowdell Library 
in South Amboy for the entire month of April.  
(Photo by Tom Burkard) 
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Old Friends

1942-Mechanicsville kids (l-r) David Switzer, Harry “Pat” O’Brien, and former South Amboy 
Councilman Bob Leslie play soldier on Raritan Street in South Amboy.  The boys were 5 
years old at the time.  (Photo and info courtesy of Bob Leslie)

10 Gas Stations!
By Claire Kuhn

Back in 1952, South Amboy had 10 gas 
stations!  Today, 57 years later, “The Pleas-
ant Little City” only has one.  Back in ’52, 
the gas stations and there locations were: 
Lagoda Bros. Shell Service Station-Fifth 
St. & Stevens Ave.; John Massing’s Esso 
Service-Main & Thompson Streets; Munn’s 
Mobile Service-Main St. & Washington 
Ave.; Richmond’s Sunoco Service-John 
St. & Broadway; Eddie’s Friendly Service 

Station-Bordentown Ave.; Wally’s Friendly 
Esso Station-Stevens Ave. & George St.; 
Render’s-401 South Pine Ave.; McKeon’s-
corner of South Pine Ave. & Louisa St.; 
Masterson’s Esso Service Center-Route 
35, South Amboy; Abe Korb’s-Lower 
Main St.

The only gas/service station in town 
today is Delta on Broadway and John St.

Little Heart-Big Need Benefit
South Amboy HS Class of ’99 William 

Venezia and his wife Erica were blessed 
with the birth of their daughter, Faith Mar-
garet Venezia in Sept. 2008.  Faith suffers 
from a severe, very rare, congenital heart 
disease known as HYPO plastic Left Heart 
Syndrome, or HLHS.  The treatment for 
this condition requires surgeries.  Because 
these operations are complex and need to be 
individualized for each patient, a cardiologist 
must assess all medical and surgical options 
on a case-by-case basis.  Bill and Erica chose 
to give Faith every chance possible and had 
the first surgical procedure performed at less 
than a week after Faith was born.  Then she 
had another surgery on Feb. 11, 2009.  All 

of Faith’s operations will be performed at 
Columbia Presbyterian Medical in New York 
City.  As a result of Faith’s condition and 
the operations to correct it, Bill and Erica 
are incurring huge medical bills.  In order 
to help them out with some of these medical 
expenses, we’ve decided to hold a benefit 
for her outside in our parking lot at Todd’s 
Sports Café, 200 Stevens Ave., South Amboy 
on Saturday, May 16th.  Three local bands 
have been asked to perform.  All proceeds 
will help pay for Faith’s medical expenses.  
Admission Donation is $35.  Please call 
732-727-3988 for more info.  A Day to 
Remember for a Beautiful Baby You Will 
Never Forget. 

82 Years Of Eagles Basketball History
Ed Twomey, St. Mary’s/Cardinal Mc-

Carrick boys basketball research extraordi-
naire, has recently compiled and published 
“82 Years of Varsity Boys Basketball 
1927-2009.”  The compilation lists the 
year-by-year won-lost records, coaches, 
and leading scorers, as well as the All-Time 
leading scorers at St. Mary’s/Cardinal Mc-
Carrick High School.  In addition, you can 
find out the team honors, championships 
won, All-County players, and the Coaches 
career records.  There are also many photos 
of Eagles teams through the years throughout 
the publication.

“82 Years of Varsity Boys Basketball 
(1927-2009)” is being sold as a FUND-
RAISER for Cardinal McCarrick/St. Mary’s 
HS.  The cost is a $25 donation for this very 
informative, collectors’ item, that is guaran-
teed to bring back some great memories of 
the Eagles exciting basketball history.

To order your copy, send a $25 check 
made out to Cardinal McCarrick HS with 
your name and address, to: Alumni/Develop-
ment Office, Cardinal McCarrick HS, 310 
Augusta St., South Amboy, NJ 08879.  
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The Raptor Trust in Millington, NJ is celebrating 25 years as a national leader in the field 
of Raptor conservation and avian rehabilitation.

This Turkey Vulture was hanging in a tree near The Great Swamp National Wildlife Refuge, 
waiting for something interesting to come along.

The Raptor Trust ~ A Fun, Family Place Photos/Feature Story
By Bill Garnett

In these hard economic times, when 
money is a little tight, and you want to take 
the family to a fun place, well, for only a 
donation, try the Raptor Trust.  The Raptor 
Trust is one of the premier, privately funded 
wild bird rehabilitation centers in the U.S., 
located in Millington, NJ, it is situated on 
16 tranquil acres of woods and meadows 
in southern Morris County, adjacent to The 
Great Swamp National Wildlife Refuge 
and only a stone’s throw from Somerset 
County.

The Center includes a hospital with 
state-of-the-art medical facilities, quality 
exterior housing for several hundred birds 
and an education building.  An advocate 
of birds for 3 decades, the organization 
is now recognized as a national leader in 
the field of Raptor conservation and Avian 
rehabilitation.

Len Soucy first became interested 
in hawks after a visit to Hawk Mountain 
Sanctuary in Kempton, PA in 1964.  In ’68, 
he purchased a home on 14 acres of land in 
Millington, NJ and his dream took flight.  
With the help and support of his wife Diane 
and son Chris, he began to care for injured 
raptors part time in his backyard.  By the 
end of the 1970’s, hundreds of birds of all 
kinds, not just raptors, were being admit-
ted annually.  Throughout those years, all 
the work was done by the Soucy’s and a 
few dedicated volunteers.  It was financed 
totally by Len and Diane.  By the ‘80’s, the 
project had become so large and expensive 
they could no longer afford to finance it 
alone.  In 1982, the operation was named The 
Raptor Trust and established as a non-profit 
corporation in the state of NJ.  They were 
granted tax-exempt status by the IRS, and 

funds could now be solicited and received 
from corporations, foundations and private 
donors to help financial needs.  Raptor Trust, 
today is a large, modern complex, consisting 
of a medical infirmary, an education building, 
gift shop and 70 exterior cages.  Recuperat-
ing birds are housed in secluded aviaries 
and are not accessible to visitors.  Resident 
birds are housed in more open aviaries and 
are accessible for public viewing.  Hawks, 
eagles, and owls and over 20 species are 
permanent residents at the Trust.

The education building is located next 
to the Avian facility, a short walk from the 
bird area.  It is an ideal place to conduct a 
class trip or a group outing in the 40 seat 
classroom.  There is a large parking area 
which can accommodate school buses and 
several dozen cars.  For information about 
setting a group outing or class trip, call 
908-647-1090.

The Raptor Trust is open to the public 7 

days a week, during daylight hours, visitors 
are afforded a unique opportunity to view at 
close range, the many hawks, falcons, owls, 
vultures, and a bald eagle.  The Raptor Trust 
relies on our support, so a modest donation 
of $2 per adult is encouraged.

Directions to the Raptor Trust: Take Rt. 
287 to Exit 30A, North Maple Ave.  North 
Maple Ave. will turn into South Maple Ave. 
and go around the town of Basking Ridge, 
you will pass on the left, the Lord Stirling 
Stables and make the next left onto Lord Stir-
ling Rd., which will turn into White Bridge 
Rd., go about a mile and you will see the 
Education Building on the left.  The Raptor 
Trust is the next left turn.  If the lot is full, 
you can go back and park at the Education 
Building, and walk over.  Once you exit Rt. 
287, it’s roughly 6 miles to Raptor Trust.  On 
the way back, you can stop at the Lord Stirling 
Park, and experience one of the many trails 
provided in the park.  Have fun!  

Sayreville 
Emergency Squad

The Volunteer Sayreville Emergency 
Squad is proud to serve the residents of Sayre-
ville and its surrounding communities.  For 
the first quarter of 2009, the Squad answered 
a total of 582 emergency calls.  Three of these 
calls involved Squad members successfully 
resuscitating people through the use of CPR. 
Top responders were John Szurlej, Kevin 
Ott, Raymond Skarzynski, Mary No-
vak, James Renda and Stanley Pilch. 
The Squad offers FREE CPR and EMT 
Training to the community.  Please call 732-
390-2923 for more information.

120TH 
ANNIVERSARY 
DINNER

All Alumni, Family, Parishioners, and 
Friends of Our Lady of Victories School are 
invited to celebrate the 120th Anniversary 
of Our Lady of Victories School on Friday, 
May 15, 2009.  This special event will take 
place at St. Clement’s Reception Hall, 172 
Freneau Ave, Matawan from 7PM-12-AM.  
The evening will feature a five-hour open 
bar, cocktail hour, and four-course dinner.  
A DJ will provide music for dancing and 
entertainment throughout the evening.  A 
photographer will be available for portraits 
of this memorable event as well.  Tickets 
are $75 per person (ages 21 and older), $65 
per person (ages 14-20).  To reserve your 
tickets or for more information, please call 
Joe Kabara (732) 257-4351.  Anyone with 
pictures, newspaper articles, mementos, or 
any item related to OLV School is asked to 
contact Joe at the above phone number or 
at olvalumni@yahoo.com.

Third and fourth grade Raritan Bay League Champions coached by Jack O'Leary and Dan 
Kudelka.(Photo/info submitted).

Fifth and Sixth Grade Raritan Bay League Champions. Front Row:  Patrick O'Leary, Tom 
Lukie, Justin Gallagher, Keith Warzecha, Julian Munoz. Middle Row:  Tim Kales, Dan Carty, 
Amanda LaVigne, Riley Rone (Tournament MVP), Nicholas Reagan. Back Row:  Coaches 
Dave Kales, Jack Gallagher, and Gene Reagan with League Director Nick Charmello.  
(Photo/info submitted)

HAPPY
MOTHER’S
DAY
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American Legion Post 211 of Sayreville 
Color guard members Frank Sullivan and 
Richard Kosmoski raise a new POW/MIA 
flag at St. Stanislaus Kostka School on 
April 2, as students and teachers look on.  
(Photo/information submitted)

Father Kenneth Murphy, Pastor of St. Stanislaus Kostka Church, blesses the new POW/MIA 
flag held by Edward T. Strek, as the school’s children watch the ceremony.   Pictured in 
photo (l-r) Harriet Samim, Principal of St. Stan’s, Father Murphy, Richard Kosmoski, Frank 
Sullivan, Edward T. Strek, Captain of the American Legion Color Guard,   (Photo/information 
submitted)

Kelley French, 4 years old of Parlin, enjoys her visit with the Easter Bunny at the Annual 
Breakfast With The Easter Bunny, sponsored by the South Amboy Knights of Columbus 
Council #426 at its beautiful hall on Fourth St.  (Photo by Tom Burkard)

Tricky Tray
The Sacred Heart HSA is sponsoring 

its Annual Tricky Tray on Friday, May 1 at 
Sacred Heart School Memorial Hall.  Doors 
open at 6 p.m., and first drawing is at 7:30 
p.m.  Cost is $10 per ticket and includes 
cake and coffee.  BYOB.  Reservations are 
required.  For more info call Lynn Meade 
732-316-0233 or Kathy Garcia 732-727-
7099.

TUITION RAFFLE
The Our Lady of Victories Alumni 

Association is sponsoring a $3,000 tuition 
raffle on Friday, May 15, 2009.  The win-
ner will receive a $3,000 tuition payment to 
the Catholic grammar school, high school, 
college/university of the winner’s choice for 
the 2009/2010 academic year.  Tickets are 
$25.00.  For tickets please call Joe Kabara 
at 732-257-4351.

May 17, 1957-Pictured having a beautiful time at the Hoffman High School Junior Prom, 
which was held at the Buttonwood Manor, Matawan are Back row (l-r) Carol Berry, Edward 
Galley, Mary Ann Surowka, John Berry, ?, Norma Agan.  Front row (l-r) Claire Dexheimer, 
James Meszaros, Patricia Novak, Edward Jarusiewicz, Charles Agan.  (Photo/Information 
courtesy of Claire Kuhn)

Prom Memories

RAFFLE
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PA Catholic Wins Academic Competition
After 5 rigorous rounds, the Perth Amboy Catholic (PAC) students went undefeated 

to become the champions in the First Annual Academic Competition held at Cardinal 

Local Wildlife

This Cooper’s Hawk was on the 500 block of John St. in South Amboy, grappling with a 
Starling it caught.  Look closely and you can see the Starling in the lower left hand corner.  
(Photo/info By Bill Garnett)

THOSE PBS DOO WOP OLDIES SHOWS  
By Henny The DJ

McCarrick/St. Mary’s H.S. on March 26.  In 
the final round, the PAC students remained 
strong to overcome their counterparts from 
St. Thomas the Apostle in Old Bridge.

Cardinal McCarrick/St. Mary’s H.S. 
did a fantastic job, organizing this event for 
students of Grades 6-7, attending surround-
ing area schools: 42 students participated, 
representing 7 schools. In addition to the 
finalists, the following competed: Sacred 
Heart School of South Amboy, Our Re-
deemer Lutheran of Fords, Carl Sandburg 
of Old Bridge, Assumption Catholic School 
of Perth Amboy and Our Lady of Victories 
of Sayreville.

Each school paired against each other, 

being gradually eliminated after two losses 
in five rounds of challenging questions.  A 
bonus question after each round added to the 
excitement as teams strategically wagered 
their earned points to win their rounds.

The Cardinal McCarrick HS campus 
was filled with the spirit of festivity, as 
parents and schoolmates moved about the 
school facilities to support their teams.  
The students and faculty of CMHS were 
constantly complimented as they conducted 
this very well organized competition. Mrs. 
Jean Kline, Principal of Cardinal McCarrick 
HS said that she was very happy with the 
outcome, and that she is looking forward to 
next year’s Academic Competition.

We’ve all attended 50’s DooWop 
themed entertainment at different bars, 
hotels, gin mills, dives, cellars, back yards, 
swim clubs, boat clubs, Elks clubs, Moose 
clubs, school cafeterias, and church halls; 
at the Arts Center, Wildwood, Philly, NYC, 
Sayreville, South Amboy and even in Pert. 
They were all good times, but, for me, no 
matter how good the band was, even the 
Lynch Boys doing “Zing Went the Strings 
of my Heart” I always felt that the shows 
were all just “OK,” so I took it in stride and 
enjoyed them for what they were. Therefore, 
when the PBS Doo Wop Specials came on 
Ch 13 some years ago, I wasn’t expecting 
much, but when I saw Bobby Lewis bringing 
the audience out of their seats dancing to” 
Tossin’ and Turnin”” and experienced the 
heart felt pain of Lee Andrews and the Hearts 
singing “Teardrops”, I was blown away by 
how those songs and groups still maintained 
their emotional punch. Furthermore, I real-
ized what it was about those other shows 
that left me wanting.

 Firstly, I realized that bands and Dj’s 
can only skim the surface of the great cache 
of songs that make up the DooWop genre.
You can’t blame the bands or the Dj’s. They 
just can’t get out of the trap of playing the 
“Big Hits”. People of all ages clamor to hear 
“My Girl” by The Temptations just like they 
all want to hear the 40’s song “In the Mood” 
by Glen Miller. “You Belong To Me” by The 
Duprees is a great song, sure, but if only 
for once wouldn’t it be nice to hear “This I 
Swear” or by The Skyliners, or ”This is My 
Love” by The Passions at some kind party 
or another just for a change of pace?

And how many times can you hear the 
same old Motown songs like, “Sugar Pie 
Honey Bunch “or “Ain’t Too Proud To Beg” 
repeated over and over again and not think 
of “Trickle, Trickle” by the Videos, “Little 
Girl of Mine” by The Cleftones, or “Castle 
in the Sky” by The Bop Chords and wish 
somebody would take a chance and break 
the boring mold.

The other impediment to recreating the 
real oldies experience which is brought out 
quite well in the PBS  shows  is how nearly 
impossible it is to duplicate  those wonder-
fully sweet, smooth, harmonies of  songs 
like, “ The CloserYou Are” by The Chan-
nels  or “When We Get  Married” by The 
Dreamlovers. Doo Wop music has always 
been scoffed at for being too simplistic, but 
being simple doesn’t mean it isn’t art. As a 
matter of fact, simplicity is an often  sought 
after element in creative projects, and the 
great popularity of their resurrection on PBS 
only reinforces the true artistry and unique-
ness of the feelingful melodies those great 
groups generated.

 Of course, there is a lot more to oldies 
than just the music, because when you hear 
the Doo Wop songs you link those songs 
together with remembrances of people you 
knew when the songs first came out, and the 
feelings are still right there For example, I 
clearly remember that “Come Go With Me” 
was the late Ducky Flanagan’s favorite song 
and his biggest kick was to scream out the 
part where the Dell Vikings went ”….you 
never give me a CHAAAAANCE…” ; or I 
still remember in Senior year in 1960 how 
Jimmy Ferguson would Mashed Potato down 

the echoing corridors of St. Mary’s singing “I 
Only Want You” by The Passions on his way 
to Geometry class before he put on his game 
face for Sister Edwarda. And I’m sure you 
have many of your own personal memories 
connected to these oldies as well. 

A lot of home town people that I run 
into are nice enough to tell me that they 
read the articles that I’ve been writing here 
and that they enjoy them, and that is very 
gratifying, but it has been difficult to write 
as Henny the DJ, because I actually still 
Dj  in town  every week, and when I write 
about music in this fashion  it seems to be 
too self serving to be taken seriously. But 
Ill tell you this right out, while watching the 
lead singer of  The Casinos literally empty 
his bleeding heart completely out singing, 
”Then You Can Tell Me Goodbye” on the last 
PBS episode, I realized I have to do my best 
to find a night to play Doo Wop music, and   
piece it together with a happy hour and food 
and drink specials and South Amboy trivia 
(What was Yo Ho Teddy’s last name? ) and 
Doo Wop music trivia (Who did the original 
version of “The Twist”? No, it wasn’t Chubby 
Checker!)) and some DooWop Karaoke, 
Doo Wop sing a longs and Doo Wop slow 
dance contests and maybe even a Twist or 
a Pony contest.

 And then I’m going to try to make a 
monthly thing and with a little luck maybe 
some other people from town from those days 
will show up. And if not, if not, at least fans 
of the music will find a regular place to hear 
it again, and memories of Roger Johnson 
and the Hubcaps and Tommy Lucas and the 
Hound Dogs and Eddie Dill and Megaton 
and the great songs their bands played in 
person can live again!

NEXT TIME: A DREAM PLAY LIST 
OF DOO WOP SONGS, INCLUDING: 
“DARLING LORRAINE” FOR MARY 
FERN,  “DEDICATED TO THE ONE I 
LOVE” FOR ANN MARIE, AND “DIA-
MONDS AND PEARLS” FOR JIMMY, 
“RAINY DAY BELLS” FOR MARTHA 
AND JOHNNY, EVEN SOMETHING FOR 
THE COACH

Local Railroad Facts

Vendor Fair/Expo

On February 4, 1830, Camden & Amboy 
Railroad was chartered by the NJ legislature.  
In September 1832, work on a single track 
between Bordentown and South Amboy was 
completed.  The company owned steamboats 

that carried passengers to and from Phila-
delphia and Bordentown, and also between 
New York City and South Amboy.

The Camden & Amboy began carrying 
imported bonded merchandise in locked iron 
chests (3’x 3’x 5’) on May 1, 1871, under 
control of the Treasury Dept.

On November 30, 1871, Camden & 
Amboy leased Mount Holly, Lumberton & 
Medford Railroad

The Friends of the Library is holding a 
Vendor Fair and Expo on Sat., April 25 from 
11 a.m.-3 p.m. at The Sadie Pope Dowdell 
Library, located at 100 Hoffman Plaza, South 
Amboy (Next to South Amboy HS).

The event will feature vendors and local 

artisans; bake sale and chocolate fountain; 
50/50 and door prizes; complimentary tea 
and coffee; FREE admission and Parking.  
Proceeds will benefit children’s and adult 
programs.  Questions? Contact: southamboy-
fol@yahoo.com or call 732-721-6060.

Mary Whiteley makes her singing debut at 
the South Amboy Youth Athletic Association’s 
Opening Day ceremonies, by performing the 
National Anthem.
(Photo by Tom Burkard)
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Jack McKeon (l), the South Amboy native, who made it to the big time and beat the NY 
Yankees in the 2003 World Series while managing the Florida Marlins, holds a copy of 
“Jack McKeon: Baseball, Cigars And St. Theresa” written by SA Times Publisher/Author 
Tom Burkard in ’04.  McKeon once called the book, “The most complete book ever written 
about my life.”  Jack (r) fills out the lineup card prior to a 2005 Spring Training baseball 
game.  This year marks the 5th Anniversary of the book’s release, and if you didn’t get a 
copy yet, there are still some available for a limited time only.  Send your check or money 
order for $15 to: The SA Times, PO Box 3027, South Amboy, NJ 08879.  As a Special 
Savings, there will be no postage or shipping charge.
(Photos by Tom Burkard)

#1 Pop Hits On 
April 25
2001-All For You-Janet Jackson
1996-Because You Loved Me-Celine Dion
1983-Come On Eileen-Dexys Midnight 
Runners
1975-Philadelphia Freedom-The Elton 
John Band
1969-Aquariaus-The 5th Dimension
1958-Twilight Time-The Platters

New Bon Jovi Book
HarperCollins will release a new book 

this fall, “Bon Jovi: When We were Beauti-
ful.”  The tome is an “insider portrait” that 
includes previously unpublished photos and 
text by the band members.  The mega rock 
band is celebrating its 25th Anniversary this 
year, and in addition, leader Jon Bon Jovi, 
who grew up in Sayreville, is being inducted 
into the New Jersey Hall of Fame in May.  
The new book should be a must read for all 
the millions of Bon Jovi fans out there.

#1 Country Hits On 
April 25
1995-I Can Love You Like That-John Mi-
chael Montgomery
1982-Crying My Heart Out Over You-Ricky 
Skaggs
1974-A Very Special Love Song-Charlie 
Rich
1968-Fist City-Loretta Lynn
1957-Gone-Ferlin Husky

One Hit Wonders
35 Years Ago

1974-Americans-Byron MacGregor; I 
Love-Tom T. Hall; Seasons In The Sun-Terry 
Jacks; Rock On-David Essex; My Sweet 
Lady-Cliff DeYoung; The Lord’s Prayer-Sis-
ter Janet Mead; Tubular Bells-Mike Oldfield; 
The Entertainer-Marvin Hamlisch; Please 
Come To Boston-Dave Loggins; The Night 
Chicago Died-Paper Lace; Hang On In There 
Baby-Johnny Bristol; Beach Baby-First 
Class; Life Is A Rock (But The Radio Rolled 
Me)-Reunion; I Can Help-Billy Swan; I’ve 
Got The Music In Me-Kiki Dee Band; Kung 
Fu Fighting-Carl Douglas.

*Pick your favorite ’74 One Hit Wonder 
out of this group of songs, and let us know, 
why you chose it.  Definitely a tough choice!  
Also, see if you can guess our favorite tune 
from the above.  We’ll print all the favorites 
next month!

Rumbles From The Rock N Roll Reunion
By Clem Skarzynski

Hey rock n rollers.  First of all, shout 
outs for get well wishes to “Rockin’ Roy 
Elyea,” Timmie “Mr. Drums” Fee, and 
veteran drummer Frank “Mr. Blue Notes” 
Rudders.  Let’s go guys.  Got a lot of music 
waitin’ to be played out there.  We’ll wait 
for ya.  Next up-Wow goin’ on 11 years 
since the ’98 Reunion and lots of us are or 
have reached that “pinnacle” of life.  R-
E-T-I-R-E-M-E-N-T !  A few more added 
to the list of “Wandering Minstrels” out 
there are Rockdaddys guitarist/vocalist 
(40 big ones with DuPont) Mr. Fran Fee, 
and Collage’s vocalist George Surdy, and 
super saxman Jerry Mokar have joined the 
ranks.  Congratulations and all the best for 
a truly enjoyable and healthy milestone in 
your lives.  Lots of time now to really rock 
n roll, so go for it!

Happy birthday to fellow Taurean, 
Collage’s Jerry Mokar!  The real big number 
too!  (I’m not gonna print it, but you know).  
Enoy Mokes!  Roger and Marlene Johnson 
doing well with “His Branches Praise Band.”   
Real nice guys.  Hubcaps saxman Frankie 
Josnie is playin’ rock n roll with a couple 
of bands in South Jersey, as is the “Caps” 
drummer Frankie “Boy” Dill, who has 
been seen showing up at Todd’s Dugout in 
South Amboy, and showing his guitar skills!  
Speaking of Todd’s Dugout, congrats to Todd 
as “Irishman of the Year.”  Long overdue 
and Todd, thanks for keeping “live music” 
alive in the Dugout!  And never forget Nick 
and Joan DeBiase for all the great years at 
Connie’s Lounge.  That was fun.  Till next 
time rockers, be well.  

Music Trivia
Boys Names

By Tom Burkard

1.__Abraham, Martin & John a.Elton John
2.__Alfie b.Jim Croce
3.__Big Bad John c.Dion
4.__Bad, Bad Leroy Brown d.Anne Murray
5.__Arthur’s Theme e.Dionne Warwick
6.__Charlie Brown f. Jimmy Dean
7.__Bobby’s Girl g.Christopher Cross
8.__Bruce h.The Coasters
9.__Danny’s Song i.Rick Springfield
10._Daniel j.Marcie Blane
11._Tommy k.Reparta & The Del-Rons
12._Outlaw Pete l.Bruce Springsteen

Answers
1c 2e 3f 4b 5g 6h 7j 8i 9d 10a 11k 12 l.

Visiting Jack McKeon
By Ron Kukulski – Florida Correspondent 

As you sit here reading this, Jack 
McKeon is back home in Elon, NC, after 
a three-week stint in Jupiter, FL, with the 
Florida Marlins, soon to become the Miami 
Marlins. 

More on the name change later, but 
let’s focus on Jack for a few minutes as 
the 2009 Major League baseball season is 
underway.

Throughout much of March, Jack once 
again made his annual working visit to Ju-
piter, Florida, for Spring Training with the 
Marlins where he serves as special advisor 
to Marlins’ owner Jeffrey.

That’s a perk that goes with being the 
winning manager of the Florida Marlins 
when they won the World Series in 2003.

In his current role with the Marlins, 

Jack is in uniform by sunrise each morning 
walking the Marlins’ Spring Training facility, 
observing the players as they go through the 
various “skill” drills. During the games, Jack 
sits next to the dugout with other advisors, 
observing both the Marlins and the visiting 
teams and gathering information he uses 
when consulted regarding personnel moves 
throughout the season.

Jack’s days in Jupiter are long, often last-
ing hours after the final pitch has been thrown. 
On this particular mid-March Sunday, he was 
signing autographs and answering questions 
for fans throughout the morning and well 
into the late afternoon.

“I’m the Tommy Lasorda of the Mar-
lins,” Jack said proudly. 

Jack loves to talk baseball, always has, 

always will. It goes back to his roots in South 
Amboy where as a kid he would play ball all 
day long, then switch to talking baseball in 
the evening hours with his friends. 

This day his conversation drifted back 
to his most recent return to South Amboy 
for the St. Mary’s Class Reunion where he 
enjoyed quality time with his sister Marge, 
his brother “Biff,” the O’Brien Twins, Allie 
Clark and countless others. 

“It was wonderful walking down John 
Street to Broadway and the new train sta-
tion. I also walked Veterans’ Field (reliving 
some fond memories and most likely with 
his trademark cigar). It’s wonderful what the 
mayor and council have done for the city. 
I’m proud to say I’m a South Amboyan,” 
said Jack. 

Regarding this year’s Marlins team, Jack 
rates the pitching staff as “one of the best in 
their division.” Jack notes that the Marlins 
now have the strong mound nucleus to go 
with their home run power.

As the season progresses, Jack will 
make several trips back to South Florida 
for some “field” duty along with numerous 
appearances at various charitable functions 
on behalf of the Marlins. He’ll also tour 
the cities where the various Marlins’ minor 
league teams play.

“I’m not sure if I’ll be able to make it 
up to see the Marlins play the Mets at home. 
It would be nice if it happens because that 
gives me another opportunity to visit South 
Amboy,” Jack added. 

Regarding the Marlins’ name change, in 
late March the Miami-Dade Commissioners 
voted to partner with the Marlins to build a 
state-of-the-art baseball stadium on the site 
of the recently-demolished Orange Bowl, 
ending the Marlins’ decade-long quest to 
build a new stadium. Part of the deal includes 
the name change.

That new stadium, which will feature 
a retractable roof, will cost approximately 
$515 million. Construction is expected to 
begin this summer and the Marlins are pro-
jected to throw out the first ball on opening 
day of the 2012 season.

Cardinal McCarrick freshman Kevin Pacansky 
strikes out 16 batters in opening day JV win 
vs Piscataway Vo-Tech on April 8, 2009.
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On March 3, 2009, Mr John Dobrzynski 
celebrated his 94th birthday. Mr Dobryznski 
has been involved with Boy Scout Troop 91 
& was just awarded his 83rd service pin, 
this past summer. He was always at camp 
cooking, helping the boys with their merit 
badge, but the most fond memory is when Mr 
Dobrzynski would sit on the porch at Camp 
Dill & whittle something out of wood  & tell 
the boys stories about when he was a scout 
running around the same camp, or about 
other boys who have since become leaders 
in the troop. Mr Dobrzynski has 2 boys of 
his own & now has 8 grandchildren & 20 
great- grandchildren, 1 of which has just 
graduated into Troop 91. 4 generations of 
Dobrzynski's have been in troop 91. Happy 
Birthday Mr Dobrzynski & many many more. 
God Bless.  From the leaders & boys of Troop 
91. (Photo/info submitted).

Fishing Flashes
By Teo “Weebles” Weber

Salt Water
Flounder fishing has gotten off to a slow 

start.  Some are being caught, but catches are 
not what they should be.  The best area so far 
is the west end of Raritan Bay, which is also 
the best spots for shore fishing for Striped 
Bass, which has picked up.  Some nights are 
better than others.  Windy and lousy weather 
seems to be the best.  I saw three nice keepers 
about 10-12 pounds recently at Cliffwood 
beach. On another night, there were a number 
of short fish.  I spoke to two game wardens 
checking for under sized fish there.  Similar 
action is at S.A. beach.  I haven’t heard of 
any Mackerel yet.  Look for them at the 
end of the month.  I did hear however that 
one angler at Manasquan Inlet had two tails 
bitten off of his jigs and someone else was 
snagging bunkers in the Shrewsbury River 
and had one bitten in half.   Some extra early 
Bluefish maybe? Otherwise Party boats are 
catching Ling on the wrecks with some Cod 
and a few Blackfish.  Sea Bass are now on 
the way inshore and can be caught on these 
wrecks too.  Ne3w York State’s threat of a 
salt water license has been put aside until 
January 2010.
Fresh Water

Opening Day on April 11th was a wash 
out due to rain.  I didn’t even go due to the 
bad weather which started around dawn and 
lasted all day.  Some trout were caught but 
overall it wasn’t good.  The cold, windy 
weather the day after didn’t help either.  I 
do know of two big brown’s caught from 
the Flatbrook. Shad are now in the Delaware 
River and there is a good showing of Walleye 
at Lambertville.

Music at Saint 
Mary’s 

On Sunday, May 17, 2009 at 4PM,  
Christopher M C Deibert  will conduct the 
Saint Mary Chamber Orchestra in a Mozart 
Festival.

Join the Saint Mary Chamber Orches-
tra under the direction of Christopher M C 
Deibert.  SMCO will perform Divertimento 
# 1 and Symphony # 41 (The Jupiter Sym-
phony).  Renowned concert pianist Jeannette 
Fang will join with the group in a stunning 
performance of the famous Piano Concerto 
# 12 in A major.

Please come to the recital, stay for 
refreshments and greet the artists after-
wards.

Donation Cheerfully Accepted!  $10 
Suggested. Please call with any questions:
Eszter at 732-727-0838 Or Chris at 732-
721-0179
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School Sports
By Tom Burkard

(As of Apr. 15)

Friendly Foes-South Amboy High School’s 
rookie baseball coach, Joe Szaro (l) wishes 
Cardinal McCarrick’s coach, Frank Notaro, 
“good luck” before the season opener at 
Waterfront Park.  (Photo by Tom Burkard)

Opening Day-Cardinal McCarrick’s talented shortstop, Ben Mendoza is the first batter 
up for the 2009 high school baseball season against the South Amboy Governors.  That’s 
Guvs’ catcher Kevin Riley awaiting the pitch.  (Photo by Tom Burkard)

Eagles Rally Tops 
Guvs

The Cardinal McCarrick baseball club 
rallied for 5 runs in the 7th inning to top South 
Amboy, 7-4 in the season opener for both 
teams.  John Radich pitched 2 solid innings 
in relief to notch the win.  Ryan Smith had 
a 2-run single, Joe D’Archi and Francisco 
Cedeno each added an RBI single, while 
Ben Mendoza, Carlos Napoles and Cedeno 
stroked 2 hits apiece.  SA was led by Kevin 
Riley who had a perfect 3-for-3 game, John 
Winkler 3-for-4, and Dustin DeVoe, with 
a single and double, while taking the loss 
in relief.

McCarrick Belts SA
Cardinal McCarrick girls’ softball squad 

led by awesome hitting and pitching breezed 
by South Amboy, 17-0 in 4 innings to spoil 
rookie coach Kim Peterson’s debut.  Star 
pitcher Jessica Hartland fired a brilliant no-
hitter and struck out 10 of the 12 SA outs.  
The Lady Eagles hitting was unbelievable, 
as Jen Shereyka went 4-for-4 with 2 doubles, 
a triple, 4 RBI, and 4 runs.  Jamie Williams 
drilled 2 doubles and knocked in 4 runs, 
and Rebecca Beshada had a perfect 3-for-3 
game with 4 RBI.

Shereyka Leads 
County

Cardinal McCarrick’s slugging sopho-
more softball star, Jen Shereyka is leading 
Middlesex County with a blistering .857 
batting average.  In her first 3 games of 
the season, she went an incredible 12-for-
12.  Teammates Katelynn Wiamer .636, 
and Rebecca Beshada .625 are 5th and 6th 
respectively. 

Baseball
Cardinal McCarrick (2-1) Coach Frank 

Notaro’s Eagles are off to a flying start.  The 
hitting has been superb, with Ben Mendoza, 
Francisco Cedeno, Joe D’Archi, Ryan Smith, 
Carlos Napoles, and Jess Stone leading the 
way.  John Radich and James Peters each 
have a win.

Sayreville (1-3) Glenn Cannon, Joe 
Bongiorno, Brandon Cuomo, Blake Cuomo, 
Mike McLafferty, Jake Campbell, Mike 
Greco and Ryan Vincent have been belt-
ing the baseball for Coach Mike Novak’s 
Bombers.  Bongiorno and Campbell are 
the top hurlers.

South Amboy (0-1) The top sluggers for 
rookie Coach Joe Szaro are catcher Kevin 
Riley, John Winkler and Dustin DeVoe.

Softball
Cardinal McCarrick (3-1) Jen Shereyka 

had an awesome start, by going a perfect 
12-for-12 in the Lady Eagles’ first 3 games.  
Ace pitcher, Jessica Hartland has all 3 wins, 
including a 4 and 5 inning no hitter.  Also 
slugging for Coach Rich Geisheimer’s 
club are Rebecca Beshada, catcher Jamie 
Williams, Katelynn Wiamer, and Rebecca 
Bowsky.

Sayreville (2-2) Crystal Pearson and 
Colleen Leschinski have had big hits, and 
Alexa Baldasare has won both games for 
Coach Christa DeLucia’s squad.

South Amboy (2-2) The Lady Guvs 
under rookie Coach Kim Peterson are led 
by the hitting of Hannah Riley, Catherine 
Eber, Melissa McCleary, and Nicole Mur-
phy.  Casey Jukus and Jamie Cannon each 
have a big “W.”

Boys Tennis
South Amboy (3-0) Coach Tony G. is 

a happy man this season, as he has quite 
possibly the best boys tennis team in his 
coaching career.  The Guvs are led by 
single stalwarts, undefeated Kevin Kotsak, 
Kyle Septor and Rusty Shamborovsky.  The 
doubles teams of Dan and Luke O’Connor, 
and Chris Ikan and Connor Anderson are 
also perfect so far.

Sayreville (2-2) Coach Mike Provenza’s 
top tennis players are Tanay Patel, Amar 
Karki, and Nick Szamreta in singles, and 
the doubles teams of Ravi Trivedi-Pat-
rick Khaleel, and Apoorv Kakar-Vaibhav 
Verma.

Golf
Sayreville (2-2) Joe Beselinoff has been 

the top golfer thus far for Coach Tommy 
McCloskey’s club.  Nick Fuentes and Mike 
Galvin have also fared well.

Boys Track
Sayreville (1-0) Coach Larry Wallace’s 

top tracksters are Sean Mosser, Kenny 
Piscitelli, Bobby Pizzi, Nick Pizzi, Alex 
Yanuzzelli, and Nick Corvino.

Cardinal McCarrick (0-2) Brenton 
Widgeon has excelled in the 100, 200, and 
Long Jump.

Girls Track
Sayreville (1-0) Off to a fast start for the 

Bombers are Sarah Barnes, Chantel King, 
Shannon McKenna, Ariana Velasco, Erin 
Fitzgibbons, Jolise Aponte, Jamie Unkel, 
Gonzalez, Bartnik, Amari. 

Cardinal McCarrick (0-2) The track-
sters are working hard and improving every 
day.

Ust “Coach Of The 
Year”

Lynn  Ust, who guided Cardinal McCar-
rick to an outstanding (24-3) record, a #2 rank 
in the county, and #18 in the state of NJ, was 
selected as the Middlesex County Coach of 
the Year by the Star Ledger newspaper.  In five 
years at the helm, Lynn has guided the team 
to 4 consecutive White Division titles, and 
this year the Blue Division championship, 
and has never lost a game in division play, 
going a perfect (80-0)!  The Blue & Gold 
girls’ team was the 2008 GMCT champions, 
and this year bowed in the final to a strong 
Piscataway. 

Lynn Ust is one of the top coaches in the 
state, and her 5-year mark at St. Mary’s (113-
18, .863), is a true testament to her coaching 
genius.  Congratulations, Lynn! 

College Connection

Rosario, Keir All-
State

Cardinal McCarrick’s Julio Rosario and 
Chrissy Keir were recently chosen to the Star 
Ledger’s All-State boys and girls basket-
ball squads.  Rosario, who was Middlesex 
County’s scoring champion with 610 points 
and a 22.3 avg., was picked for the 2nd Team 
All-State All-Schools, and also 2nd Team 
All-State All-Non Public.  He was a 1st team 
All-Middlesex County choice in the Ledger, 
as well as being its Middlesex County Boys 
Basketball “Player of the Year.”

Chrissy Keir, the standout player on the 
Lady Eagles talented team, was chosen 1st 
Team All-State, All-Non-Public, and also 
1st Team All-Middlesex County.  She led 
the team with 266 assists, and a 12 point 
scoring average.  Congratulations to both 
on tremendous high school careers!

Star Ledger Honors
Sayreville’s swimming sensation, Alex 

Ratajczyk was selected the Star Ledger’s 
“Swimmer of the Year” for Middlesex 
County.  He was also a 2nd Team All-State, 
All-Groups choice in the 50 freestyle; 2nd 
Team All-State Public Schools, and 1st Team 
All-Middlesex in the 50 freestyle.

Bombers’ girls swimming standout, 
Maureen McKenna was a 1st Team All-
Middlesex choice in the 100 backstroke.  
Congratulations, to two of the best!

Charmello 3-Point 
King

South Amboy Guvs’ talented junior 
basketball star, Joe Charmello, captured the 
county’s 3-point field goal title by connect-
ing on 66 long range bombs for Coach Joe 
Szaro’s Purple & Gold squad.  Charmello, 
also finished #2 in the county with a 19.1 
scoring average, and #5 with 440 points.  
Joe is expected to join the elite 1,000 point 
scoring club early next season.  Congratula-
tions, Joe on a super season!

Kean University (21-6) is once again 
getting outstanding performances from local 
products, Joe Bartlinski of South Amboy, 
and Brandon Aich of Sayreville.  Bartlinski, 
a fire-balling right-handed starting pitcher is 
(4-1) with 34 strikeouts in 42 innings, and a 
nice 3.19 ERA.  Brandon Aich, one of the 
top relief pitchers in college baseball is (1-
0) with 8 saves, 23 K’s in 22 innings, and a 
stingy 1.23 ERA.  Tom Berardi, a freshman 
from Sayreville is (1-0), with 5 strikeouts in 
4 innings.  MLB Scouts have been watch-
ing Bartlinski and Aich very carefully, and 
there is a good possibility one or both may 
be selected in the June draft.

Monmouth University’s star catcher, 
Jessica Nicola has helped her club to a (19-

9-1) record so far.  She has 22 hits in 89 at 
bats, .247 avg., 7 doubles and 13 RBI.  In 
high school, Nicola starred for Sayreville.

South Amboy’s A.J. Szatkowski has 
seen limited action behind the plate for 
Florida Southern University.  The team, a 
real powerhouse is (33-7).  A.J. has started 
in 7 games, and is 5-for-22, .227 avg., with a 
two-bagger.  He has been perfect defensively, 
with a 1.000 fielding pct.
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• TANK REMOVAL • INSTALLATION
• TANK TESTING • SANDFILL

• ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES

ADVANCED
SITE
IMPROVEMENTASI (732)

566-0281
According to health educator, Robert 

Cooper, “Posture is affected by and affects 
every aspect of our lives.  Your states of nutri-
tion, exercise, stress management, body fat 
control and mental development all depends 
on your posture.  With good posture, exer-
cise is more enjoyable, digestion improves, 
the mind is clearer, senses are sharper, and 
problems seem more manageable.”

Poor posture is controlled by the proper 
alignment of your spinal column.  A prop-
erly aligned spine will afford greater levels 
of flexibility needed for feelings of youth 
and vitality.

Posture is one of the most overlooked 
secrets to better health and performance at 
any age.  Posture is the window to your state 
of health.  Every one of us has been told to 
sit up straighter or stand tall by our mother 
while growing up.  

The concept of better health through 
better chemistry has foiled!  That is not based 
on philosophy or prejudice; it is based on 
statistics found in the popular press today.  
It is time for a new concept for health, well-
ness, and vitality.  The new concept is better 
health through better living.

If wellness, vitality, flexibility, and 
longevity are what you want, adjust to the 
chiropractic lifestyle.  It’s never too early 
or late to begin.

Klimchaks Pick 
Rutgers
The Klimchak Twins, Matt and Scott recently 
signed letters of intent to attend Rutgers 
University on lacrosse scholarships.  The 
Johnson Regional HS seniors chose Rutgers 
after narrowing their choices to Penn State, 
Towson, Loyola, and UMass.
Scott, the state’s leading scorer last season, 
and Matt, 5th in the state, helped Johnson to 
a 14-4 record, semifinal berth in the Group 
2 state tourney and final state ranking of 
11th.  Scott with 302 career points is #12 
on the NJ al-time scoring list entering his 
senior year.  In addition to being named to 
the All-State team, the brothers helped N.J. 
capture the Under Armour Underclassmen 
All-American Tournament in Towson, MD 
last summer.  In addition, the 6-3, 185 lbs. 
twins were members of Johnson’s football 
team which reached the state finals this 
past season against Manasquan at Rutgers 
Stadium, and were also 4-year starters on 
Johnson’s ice hockey squad which captured 
the Kelly Cup in 2007 and 2009.  
The twins’ proud father is Mike Klimchak, 
formerly of South Amboy, and a ’74 St. 
Mary’s grad, who was a star golfer for the 
Eagles, and their grandmother is Theresa 
Klimchak of South Amboy.  Congratulations, 
Matt and Scott!

“Times have changed, but the alarming sta-
tistics have not.  So much more can be done 
to teach our children about the importance 
of fire safety.”

“Most children, and even some adults, 
when asked what they should do in the event 
of a fire will respond ‘Stop, drop and roll,’ 
” said NJFMBA President Lavin.  “Though 
this is useful information if you or your 
clothes catch on fire, the reality is that there 
are many other important lessons still left to 
teach.  I applaud Assemblyman Wisniewski 
for bringing this issue to light and look for-
ward to working with him on a program that 
will help keep our children safe.”

“This is the first step of an even larger 
effort we need to undertake on behalf of our 
children,” said Wisniewski.  “I will continue 
to work closely with Commissioner Davy, 
the NJEA, President Lavin and Dr. Field on 
a practical fire safety education program that 
will not only educate and protect children, but 
will ensure that in a fire emergency parents, 
school officials and community leaders all 
know what to do.”

FIRE SAFETY ED
continued from page 5
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From The Youth League Archives

The Local Sports Memory Machine
T.H.E. 
Game Glory Days in

Local Sports

By Tom Burkard

1979-Pictured is one of the greatest South Amboy Little Fellas teams in history, the Daylight 
Bakery team that went on to win the league championship with a perfect (17-0).  Top row (l-r) 
Coach Charlie Walters, Michael Sharp, Bob Waltz, John Clayton, Manager Joe Pacansky, 
Craig Gorczyca, Joe Chrzaszcz, Brian Nash, Paul Kenny, Coach Joe Connors.  Bottom row 
(l-r) Scott Gumprecht, David Gumprecht, Carmen Scmenza, Randy Stratton, Rob Pacansky, 
John Nemeth, Andy Pawlik.  Several of the ballplayers went on to outstanding high school 
baseball careers.  (Photo/information courtesy of Joe Pacansky)

1979-Daylight Bakery-Perfect!
The 1979 Daylight Bakery team is 

celebrating a very special anniversary this 
year.  It marks the 30th Anniversary of their 
incredible and perfect season, when the tal-
ented youngsters racked up a perfect (17-0) 
mark, becoming one of only a few clubs in 
South Amboy Little Fellas League history 
to achieve this status.

In the championship best of three series 
against Modern Transportation, Daylight, 
behind John Clayton’s pitching won 8-3.  
Randy Stratton and Clayton laced 2 hits 
apiece.  Brian Nash and Craig Gorczyca 

excelled in the field.  In Game 2, Gorczyca 
blasted a homer and triple, while Stratton 
hurled the complete game victory.  Ned 
Faircloth belted a home run for Trans, the 
first one hit all season off Daylight Bakery’s 
awesome pitching staff.

Under baseball geniuses Manager Joe 
Pacansky, and coaches Joe Connors and 
Charlie Walters, Daylight Bakery success-
fully defended its South Amboy Little Fellas 
League title in 1980, by finishing with a 
standout (14-3) record.  

1940-St. Mary’s baseball 
squad nipped St. Peter’s, 5-4.  Joe 
Conroy fanned 8 and was the 

winning pitcher.  Tom Zebro 
ripped 3 singles and a home 

run. 1950-Ed Carney fired a 
5 strikeout, 3-hitter shutout, as Hoffman 
mauled Manasquan, 8-0.  John “Skeets” 
Skarzynski unloaded 2 long home runs at 
Vets, a 2-run shot and 3-run blast to lead the 
way.  Bill Bouchard pounded a single and 
double. 1967-Bob Keister fired a 3-hitter 
and struck out 9 to lead Sayreville’s baseball 
team to a 5-0 shutout over Matawan.  Reggie 
Carney laced 2 singles, driving in 2 runs, 
Dale Kurowsky hit a single and triple, and 
Ed Jenkins socked a three-bagger. 1974-St. 
Thomas Aquinas girls track team topped St. 
Mary’s 62 ½ to 55 ½.  Kate Durnien won 
the shot put and also javelin.  1980-Dunel-
len downed Hoffman 8-3 in baseball.  John 
Dragotta crashed a long home run, while 
Tom O’Connor and Shawn Leonard drilled 
a double apiece.  1998-South Amboy topped 
Dunellen, 6-2, behind Danny Poulsen’s 5-
hitter, 9 strikeout performance.  Rich Klein 
unloaded a solo home run, while Danny 
Waldman and Andrew Hyslop had 2 RBI 
apiece.

2003-Sayreville girls’ softball team 
beat North Brunswick, 5-3.  Jessica Nicola 
blasted a double, a solo homer and had 3 
RBI, Lynn Olender belted a HR, Danielle 
Martin stroked an RBI single, and Lauren 
Karbowski was the winning pitcher. 

Year-1957
Sport-Baseball
Teams-Sayreville vs. St. Mary’s
The Lineups
Recap-Bombers’ Billy Betzler’s singled tied 
the game at 5-5, and Tom “Red” Michaels 
RBI double won it in the bottom of the 6th 
inning, 6-5.  John Dzergoski, who pitched 
2 innings in relief of Ron Dittman, struck 
out 5 and gave up 1 hit, while picking up the 
win.  Frank Conroy took the tough setback, 
but belted a double and 2-run triple.  Tom 
Pristavec added 2 hits for the Saints.
Sayreville
Betzler 3b Michaels cf Ed Paprota lf Ron 
Kuran1b Kornacki rf Dittman p John 
Dusko 2b Helpa ss Reess c. Reserve-John 
Dzergoski p.
St. Mary’s
Schachel cf Graber 2b Leonard c Pristavec 
ss F. Conroy p Viggiano 1b Spina lf Corvino 
3b Kurtz rf.  Reserves-Charlie Nonnemacher 
cf Thomas 1b Stader lf Christina rf.
Co-MVP’s-Tom “Red” Michaels and John 
Dzergoski.

Jen Silvestri

Garnett Picks The 
Best

South Amboy’s Bill Garnett, who did 
an outstanding job coaching St. Mary’s 
Lady Eagles girls varsity softball club from 
1995-2000, while guiding the club to a Gold 
Division title, and a co-championship with 
Hoffman, recently selected his St. Mary’s 
All-Time,  All-Star Softball team lineup 
from the students he coached.
The Lineup

Robin Palomo 3b Jackie Demeraski 
ss Kristen Palomo c Jen Silvestri p Becky 
Moskowitz 2b Tracy McCurdy 1b Allyson 
Baumgartner lf Janine Swanson cf Lisa 
DiBernardo rf Trish O’Toole alternate 
pitcher.

Morgan Girls 
Softball Tourney

1980-The South Amboy Junior Girls 
All-Star team dropped its first game in the 
Morgan Softball Tournament, and then reeled 
off 6 straight victories to claim the cham-
pionship.  In the final round, they defeated 
perennial powerhouse, Edison Angels, 4-3 
and 5-4.  The Angels had won the event for 
4 consecutive years.  SA’s ace pitcher, Kelly 
Jankowski was selected tournament MVP.  

Diamond Dust
1964-South Amboy Little Fellas 

League-K of C 21 Lions 1.  Ron Croddick 
hit for the cycle, while getting 5 hits.  Charles 
Steuber was the winning pitcher.

1965-South Amboy Little Fellas 
League-First Aid 6 Daylight Bakery 5.  
George Krzyzanowski was the winning 
pitcher in relief, striking out all 11 batters he 
faced.  Danny Toye drilled 3 hits, and Ray 
Downs orbited a home run.

1970 Morgan AA Midget League-
Sayreville Esso 3 Matty’s Auto Parts 2.  Jim 
Maciejewski was the winning pitcher.

1970 South Amboy Little Fellas League-
Modern Transportation 14 English Chevron 
9.  Winning pitcher was John Pyonteck.  Tim 
Hall hammered 3 hits and had 6 RBI.

Protection 9 Progressive 7.  Eddie Dool-
ing belted a single and double, and knocked 
in 4 runs, while Fred Beaudry notched the 
victory.

1971 South Amboy Little Fellas League 
MVP selections were National League-
George Bongiorno, Weiss Clothing; Ameri-
can League-Pat Eppinger, Progressive Fire 
Company.

1974 SA Little Fellas League-Parkway 
Fabricators 10 Enterprise 6-Artie Reich 
drilled 3 hits.  Ron Morgan struck out 12 
for Enterprise.

South Amboy vs. 
Perth Amboy

1946 All-Star Game At Waters Stadium, 
Perth Amboy

The South Amboy All-Star baseball 
team nipped Perth Amboy 5-4, in the bottom 
of the 9th inning, when Allie Clark walked 
with the bases loaded and two outs to win it.  
Clark went 2-for-3 with a single and double 
off losing pitcher George Sabine.  Ken Rog-
ers relieved starting pitcher Bill Stratton in 
the 7th, and was credited with the victory, 
while striking out 1 PA All-Star.

The South Amboy lineup featured: Joe 
Crowe cf Al Gomolka lf Ed “Lefty” Zebro 1b 
Allie Clark 2b Walt Rogers 3b Bill Simanek 
rf John “Mikey” Carroll c Bill Stratton p.  
Reserve-Ken Rogers p.

Mulvey Impressive
Parlin’s Kevin Mulvey, a pitching pros-

pect with the Minnesota Twins, turned in a 
pretty impressive Spring Training with the 
big club.  He pitched in 5 games, 7 innings, 
struck out 5 walked 1, lost his only decision, 
had a respectable 3.86 ERA, and held oppos-
ing batters to a .286 while facing him.

In his first start of the season with the 
Rochester Red Wings AAA team in the 
International League, he pitched 4 innings 
against Syracuse, allowed 5 hits, 2 earned 
runs, struck out 3 and walked 2, but did not 
get a decision.  

All our local fans are hoping to see him 
in the major leagues sometime this season.  
Best of luck to a fine young man, and out-
standing baseball player!

35 Years Ago
Sayreville Wins County Title

1974-The Sayreville Bombers baseball 
team, behind the superb 3-hit, 7 strikeout 
pitching of Steve Makwinski, breezed by 
Carteret, 7-0 to capture the MCCABT 
(Middlesex County) baseball champion-
ship.  Coach Norbert Smith’s Blue & Gray 
struck early, scoring in the first inning, when 
Wayne Kreiger led off with a single, Scott 
Jenkins beat out a bunt single, and Ray 
Borup reached on a fielder’s choice.  The 
Ramblers also committed some costly er-
rors throughout the contest, but the biggest 
Sayreville blow was struck when Jenkins 
unloaded a 2-run homer.

The Sayreville lineup was: Kreiger 2b 
Jenkins lf John Andl 3b Makwinski p Ray 
Borup ss Megill rf Spiecker cf John Wojcik 
c Scott Kaelin 1b.  Reserves were Callahan, 
Rotondo, Lynch, Jeff Georgiana.

65 Years Ago
Sayreville’s baseball club, under Coach 

Tom Limoli routed Rutgers Prep, 20-4.  Win-
ning pitcher Don “Mickey” Czok struck out 
5, and also ripped a single and triple.  The 
offense received plenty of pop from Fred 
Kath, who hammered a 3-run double, Ed 
Pasternak, a 2-run single, Stan Jastrebski, 
2 doubles and a single, Teddy Galibedes 
a single and double, and Homer Dill, who 
walloped a long triple. 

NOVENA TO ST. ANTHONY
Oh Holy St. Anthony, gentlest of Saints,  your love 

for God and charity for his creatures made you worthy 
when on earth to possess miraculous powers.  Miracles 
waited on your word, which you were ready to speak 
for those in trouble or anxiety.  (Make request).  The 
answer to my prayer may require a miracle.  O gentle 
and loving St. Anthony whose heart was ever full of 
human sympathy, whisper my petition into the ears 
of the sweet infant Jesus who loved to be folded in 
your arms and the gratitude of my heart will be yours.  
This novena has never been known to fail.  Say Our 
Father, Hail Mary and Glory Be. -B.T.S..

NOVENA TO ST. ANTHONY
Oh Holy St. Anthony, gentlest of Saints,  your love 

for God and charity for his creatures made you worthy 
when on earth to possess miraculous powers.  Miracles 
waited on your word, which you were ready to speak 
for those in trouble or anxiety.  (Make request).  The 
answer to my prayer may require a miracle.  O gentle 
and loving St. Anthony whose heart was ever full of 
human sympathy, whisper my petition into the ears 
of the sweet infant Jesus who loved to be folded in 
your arms and the gratitude of my heart will be yours.  
This novena has never been known to fail.  Say Our 
Father, Hail Mary and Glory Be. -B.T.S..

35-Years Ago
South Amboy Men’s Softball

1974-The South Amboy Men’s Senior 
Slow Pitch Softball League featured 15 
teams in 3 Divisions, East, West and Central.  
The South Amboy A.C. powerhouse went 
undefeated (18-0) regular season, only to 
lose in the playoffs to Frank’s Café (16-2) 
who captured the league title.

The legendary Rich “Reindeer” Klein 
led the team with an awesome .575 batting 
average, and also with 23 hits, and 5 doubles.  
Jim Tingle hit .465 and topped the A.C. with 
18 runs and 2 triples, while Ken Wahler 
batted .478 and was the team’s home run 
champ with 4.  Bill “Root Beer” Connors 
(.436), crashed 3 homers, and was (7-0) on 
the mound.  Jerry Prusakowski finished (8-
0) on the hill.

Other talented members on this classic 
club included: Larry Kurzawa, Ron “Chiefy” 
Croddick, Chet Meinzer, Nick Charmello, 
Joe Crowe, Tom Downs, Ray Downs, Gary 
Read, Kevin Nemeth, Tom Gorman, and 
the late greats, Bernie Mackiel and Ed 
O’Leary.
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Obituaries
Banfield, Dorothy M., formerly of South 

Amboy died on March 26.
Biebel, Virginia M., 93, of Parlin died 

on April 7.
Bouchard, Gary L., 70, of Parlin died 

on April 3.
Costello, Karen, 52, of Parlin died on 

March 20.
DiPrima, Stella, 91, of Sayreville died 

on April 13.
Disbrow, Mary Erickson, 84, of South 

Amboy died on April 4.
Frasco, Marc, 42, of Parlin died on 

April 5.
Groblewski, Dolores, 85, of Parlin died 

on March 20.
Jackson, Roy W., 90, formerly of Mor-

gan died on April 14.
Kehoe, William J. Jr., 89, formerly of 

Morgan died on April 9.
Lagowski, Shirley B., 91, formerly of 

Parlin died on March 25.
Letteriello, Michael J., 82, of South 

Amboy died on March 17.
Salamon, Lottie “Wlade,” 85, of Sayre-

ville died on March 27.
Scocco, Alexander B., 92, of Sayreville 

died on March 28.
Selover, Elizabeth J., 89, formerly of 

Morgan died on April 13.
Shannon, Patricia, 66, of South Amboy 

died on March 26.
Sieron, Helen F., 99, of Parlin died on 

March 20.
Stelmaszek, Mary Malinowski, 88, of 

Sayreville died on March 22.
Suminski, Josphine Wozniak, 103, of 

Parlin died on March 21.
Szymanski, Agnes B., 75, of Sayreville 

died on April 8.
Tomy, Ervin C., 81, of Parlin died on 

April 2.
Trenta, Thomas, 62, formerly of South 

Amboy/Sayreville died on March 22.
Wendt, Anna Wade, 91, formerly of 

South Amboy died on April 1.
White, Janet, 83, of Sayreville died on 

April 3.
Wrobel, Raymond J., 74, of Parlin died 

on March 25.

Spring Flea Market
Vendors are sought for the Giant Spring 

Flea Market at St. Lawrence Church in Law-
rence Harbor on Sat., May 2 from 8 a.m. to 
4:30 p.m.  Tables are $20 each and will be 
provided inside the parish hall and outside 
in the parking lot.  The kitchen will be open.  
Donations in good working condition will 
be accepted, but no clothing donations.  For 
more info/table reservations call Terry at 
732-290-9231.

Maureen O’Brien 
Obit

Maureen O’Brien Obit, 54, formerly 
of Morgan died March 13, 2009 in Glen-
dale, Arizona.  She is predeceased by her 
father Joseph L. O’Brien.  Maureen is 
survived by her husband Gary and chil-
dren Keith and Brenda, her mother Betty 
O’Brien Karns and her sister Kathleen 
Hawley.  A memorial Mass will be held at 
11 a.m. at St. Lawrence Roman Catholic 
Church in Lawrence Harbor on Tuesday, 
May 5, 2009.
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W W W. ?

This month’s mystery photo should be an easy one to identify for most SA Times readers.  
Remember, send the exact name of the building.  Please submit your answer to: satimes@
aol.com.

March Winners
Last month’s photo was one of the tough-

est in a long time.  The great shot was taken 
by Bill Garnett of The SA Times staff.  The 
picture was of Applegate’s Pond, located in 
the Morgan section of Sayreville, not too far 
from the South Amboy Water Works.

The 6 readers who correctly identified 
it were; W. Tom Kross, John Ziola, Anna 
Friberg, Rob Clayton, Agnes Leslie, Dave 
“Parky” Parkinson.  Congratulations, you 

certainly know the South Amboy/Sayreville 
area!

Many contestants were close, thinking it 
was one of the ponds at the SA Water Works; 
a pond on Morgan Plant Rd. by the Harbour 
Club; Horseshoe Lake in Sayreville; Peggy’s 
Puddle off Marsh Ave., Sayreville; Juban’s 
or Jubek’s Pond on Washington Rd., Parlin; 
“Lilly Pond” at the Water Works;” or the 
“Little Pond” at the Water Works.

Pond Memories
Susan Sullivan Mills, SMHS Class of 

’62, who now resides in Brick, NJ, writes, 
“In the 50’s and 60’s, there was a bonfire 
and floodlights for the comfort and safety 
of ice skaters at the Water Works lily pond.  
It was so much fun to skate there as teenag-
ers.  In addition, the Sullivan Family held 
their annual reunion at the Water Works 
picnic area from the late 1930’s until the 
1990’s.  In the 1970’s, there were hundreds 
of Sulivan descendants attending the annual 
reunion.”

Jack Higgins, now residing in Idaho, 
recalled that, “The pond (Applegate’s) was 
just below my Uncle Ed’s house in Bayview 
Manor (Morgan).  One way to get to the 
pond was to turn up the street where Pat 
Hendricks lived, go up to the very end, and 
down the hill through the woods.  There 
is a small elementary school on the left 
side of the street, almost at the top.  Vince 
Abbatiello’s dad was the principal there for 
a while.  We true Morganites would come up 
via the trail that ran along the RR tracks.  I 
can remember getting so cold that we were 
in danger of frostbite.  It was then up the hill 
to Uncle Ed’s, rap on the kitchen door, and 
hope his wife, Pauline would be there to let 
us in to stand by the coal-burning stove to 
thaw out.”

Dave “Parky” Parkinson, 44, who 
grew up in Morgan said that, “When I was 
14 years old, my friends Glen Anderson, 
Don Fruewirth and I used to hang out at 
Applegate’s Pond located below Madison 
St., in Morgan faithfully everyday.  I have 
many fond memories of this place.  I still 
walk through there today with my family.  
My father-in-law Russell Anderson has a 
picture of himself ice skating on Applegate’s 
Pond back in the forties.” 

Hi Tom,
I look forward to every issue of The SA 

Times newspaper.  Thanks to you and your 
staff for your interesting articles.

Susan Sullivan Mills
SMHS Class of 1962
(Formerly of SA) Brick, NJ

Tom,
As always, I enjoy catching up on the 

comings and goings in South Amboy from 
your articles in The SA Times.

Mike Klimchak (Formerly of SA)

Hi Tom,
The enclosed check is for a subscription 

for the wonderful newspaper, The SA Times, 
to be sent to my sister.

Thanks,
Joan Ogorek, South Amboy

Tom,
Here is my check for my renewal.  I 

moved from South Amboy in 1974, but it 
is fun to go back once a month when The 
South Amboy-Sayreville Times “Archives” 
arrives.

Thanks,
Bob Fell
(Formerly of SA) Pomona, NY

Tom, 
Enclosed is my renewal for another great 

year.  Love keep up with The SA Times!  Your 
newspaper keeps us all in touch.

Dorothy Weis & Family
(Formerly of SA) Virginia

Dear Editor,
Love this newspaper!  I go crazy if I 

can’t get my copy at Foodtown,  Keep up 
the good work!  I am a faithful reader.  You 
guys are the best in reporting the local info 
that makes us anxious to get this each month.  
Not gossip, just plain and simple news about 
the folks and businesses in our area.  This 
truly is a “home” edition.

Thanks,
Arlene Rondeau
Morgan

Pavich OK In Australia
Paul Pavich, a former South Amboy 

resident and Hoffman High graduate, has 
resided in Australia for nearly 40 years.  The 
recent wildfires caused lots of destruction 
and claimed many lives.  Marge Powers, 
his aunt from South Amboy, was deeply 
concerned over his safety and sent Paul a 
letter.   The following is quoted from Pavich’s 
response:

“The fires were really bad.  Over 200 
people died, about 2,000 homes destroyed 
and 7,000 people displaced.  I lost 2 very 
close friends at Marysville where they lived.  
I knew Marlene and David for about 37 years.  
I stayed at their house when I went fishing, 
and at Christmas and other times.  They 
owned and ran the local real estate agency 
in Marysville.  I was told David decided to 
stay and try to save their house, but the fire 
was too fierce.  They found their bodies in 
their front yard next to their car with their 3 
dogs beside them.  They lost 2 little cats as 

well.  Four neighbors also perished, along 
with nearly 50 people from town.  Of the 
500 or so houses in town, only 6 survived 
the fire.  All the businesses in the center of 
town were destroyed, including Marlene’s 
and David’s.  I’ll really miss them all.”

*A special thank you to Mary Bringhurst 
and Marge Powers for sharing this news 
with our readers.  We’re glad that Paul is 
doing well.

HAPPY
MOTHER’S

DAY

Starting
Next Month

SOUTH AMBOY
100 YEARS AGO

Part I
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