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Dieker Farm Preserved
Agriculture Secretary Charles M. Ku-

perus joined other state, county and local 
leaders in celebrating the preservation of 
the Dieker Farm, which is the last remaining 
farm in the Borough of Sayreville.

"As the only farm in Sayreville, the 
Dieker Farm is highly valued in this com-
munity as a source of locally grown fruits, 
vegetables and flowers," said Kuperus.  "We 
often talk about the importance of agriculture 
close to where people live, and this farm 
is a great example of that dynamic.  The 
preservation of this farm underscores Gov-
ernor Corzine's commitment to preserving 

farmland and open space, and keeping New 
Jersey's farmland working for everyone who 
benefits from it, now and in the future."

The Borough of Sayreville purchased 
the development rights to the 17-acre farm 
on Nov. 6th for approximately $3.468 mil-
lion.  The State Agriculture Development 
Committee provided 75% or $2.6 million 
toward the purchase price and Middlesex 
County contributed the remaining 25% or 
$867,071.  The Diekers received $468,285 
at the closing.  Sayreville structured an in-
stallment purchase agreement that provides 

Morgan Hose and Chemical Co. No. 1 members, "Capt. Morgan," Capt. John Dragotta, and 
Chris McCarthy, stand proudly near the Company's new 2008 Pierce Arrow XT, 105-foot 
ladder truck.  (Photo by Clem Skarzynski)

Sayreville Election 
Results

Republican Kenneth Kelly Sr. and 
Democrat Lisa Buchanan Eicher are the 
official winners for two (3-year) terms on 
the Borough of Sayreville Council, after 
the provisional votes were counted.  The 
final results were: Kelly 7,684 votes, Eicher 
7,532, Democrat Jorge "George" Gonzalez 
7,525, and Republican Ronald Green 7,284 
votes.

Gonzalez topped the provisional vote 
list by getting 103 votes, while Eicher 
notched 76.  Kelly got 59 provisional votes 
and Green 55.

Morgan Hose Gets 
New Fire Truck

Morgan Hose and Chemical Co. No. 
1 recently won a bid on a 2008 Pierce Ar-
row XT, 105-foot heavy duty aerial ladder 
fire truck.  The fire company was allotted 
$750,000 to buy a truck, but the one they 
had selected, increased dramatically, and 
was now $70,000 over budget.  

Councilmen Dennis Grobelny and Rory 
Zach, Sayreville Fire Chief Bill Brugnoli 
and First Assistant Chief Tony Jackowski 
did some research, and found the '08 Pierce 
Arrow up for bid.  Capt. John Dragotta said 
"The truck was a demo with 3,000 miles on 
it, and was used to show fire officials what 
was available, and if the bidding went well 
we could get the truck in 30 days, rather 
than waiting 18 months for a truck to be 
built."  Dragotta praised the councilmen, and 
thanked them for going out of their way to 
help the company.  He was also quite pleased 
that "We got almost everything we wanted in 
the truck, and stayed within the budget."

Presently, the Morgan Hose and Chemi-
cal Co. No.1 has 36 members on its roster.

Freeholder Crabiel 
Dies

By Tom Burkard
Middlesex County's longtime Free-

holder Director, David B. Crabiel, 78 of 
Milltown, died on December 1st.  Crabiel 
was one of the most powerful and respected 
politicians in the county.

He was re-elected in November for 
his 11th term of office since 1978.  His 
highly successful political career began in 
the 1960's, when he was elected councilman 
and later, Mayor of Milltown.  In '78, he was 
appointed Freeholder and worked tediously 
for his constituents in Middlesex County.  
Despite a very busy schedule, he always 
made time for the countless special events 
taking place in the county.  

Freeholder David B. Crabiel's dedica-
tion, hard-work, and genuine caring for the 
people will never be forgotten.  He will be 
sadly missed.

Referendum 
Approved

Sayreville voters approved the $2.2 
million school bond referendum question 
to complete renovations which are currently 
underway at Sayreville War Memorial High 
School.

An average Sayreville home, which is 
assessed at $143,500 will get a tax increase 
of $6 per year.  The vote passed by a 1,626 
to 1,435 margin, representing only 12.3% 
of Sayreville's registered voters.

Season’s
Greetings

The Dieker Family is pictured on their farm which was recently declared Preserved 
Farmland.  In photo (l-r) Mrs. Margaret Dieker, Joann Petrosky, Jim Dieker, Peggy Dieker, 
Carol Buchanan, Judy Quinlan.  (Photo by Brian Stratton)

continued on page 28
David B. Crabiel

Enterprise Snorkel had the winning decorated truck in the years contest held in conjunction 
with the annual Christmas Tree Lighting in South Amboy.  Pictured (l-r) are Ted Huff & John 
Kelly from Enterprise Snorkel, South Amboy Mayor John T. O’Leary and Mary Kate Vacca 
from the S.A.N.D. association. (Photo by Brian Stratton)

Sayreville 
Leprechaun 

Cheerleaders 
Win National Title

The Sayreville Leprechauns Midget 
cheerleaders won the national champion-
ship in their division, and also captured 1st 
place for Spirit.  The nationals were held in 
Florida.  Congratulations girls on a fabulous 
season, and terrific accomplishment!  See the 
cheerleaders at the Borough of Sayreville 
Holiday Parade on page 34.
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Mayors Galore!  Pictured at the recent Mayor's Trophy Billiards Tournament in Perth Amboy 
are local area Mayors (l-r) John McCormac, Woodbridge; Dan Reiman, Carteret; Wilda Diaz, 
Perth Amboy; and John T. O'Leary, South Amboy.  (Photo by Julius Warzybok)

Talk Of The Towns
By Tom Burkard

USMC Major Cannon In Area
U.S. Marine Corps Major Leo J. Cannon 

recently piloted one of two F-18 aircrafts that 
flew over our area in route to South River, 
where his late uncles, Cmdr. Leo J. Cannon 
and Maj. Matthew M. Cannon were honored 
by the renaming of Causeway Park to the 
Cannon Brothers Park.  The brothers were 
the first two South River residents to gradu-
ate from the U.S. Naval Academy.  Locals 
surely remember USMC Major Cannon, 
who was a star athlete at St. Mary's HS, 
graduating in 1992.
64th Anniversary

Allie & Fran Clark of South Amboy 
recently celebrated their 64th Wedding An-
niversary.  Congratulations and best wishes 
to a very special couple! 

Kathy Was There In '73
We unintentionally omitted a fine mem-

ber of St. Mary's Class of '73, Kathy Steuber, 
from last month's Yearbook feature.   She was 
one of St. Mary's finest back in 1973. 
In Memoriam

Rosemary Downs, 74, of South Amboy 
died on Nov. 18.  She was a fine lady who 
worked at South Amboy Trust Co. for 27 
years before retiring in '85.   John Prusa-
kowski, 72, formerly of Sayreville died on 
Nov. 20.  He was a great guy who lived in 
Port St. Lucie, Florida since '96.   I had the 
pleasure of running into him a couple of times 
while covering the Mets at Spring Training.  
Joanne Brown Auriemmo, 65, formerly of 
South Amboy died on Nov. 23.  She was 
my neighbor in Mechanicsville back in the 
late 1960's, early '70's, and one of the nicest 
people you could meet.  Aileen Caffrey, 82, 
of Sayreville died on Dec. 1.  She was past 
president of President Park Fire Co. Ladies 
Auxiliary.  Evelyn Conway, 80, of South 
Amboy died on Dec. 6.  She was a legal 
secretary for several judges, and retired in 
'93.  She owned/operated a dance studio from 
1944-48.  Evelyn was a fine, kind-hearted 
person.  They will all be missed, but never 
forgotten.

Pleasant Little 
Trivia

By Tom Burkard
1.In 1976, this bar was not located on 

MacArthur Ave. in Sayreville?  a.Nick's 
Hideout b.Kozy Bar c.Bruce's Bar

2.Managing Editor of The South Amboy 
Citizen in 1954?  a.M.C. Bloodgood b.Joseph 
Wojciechowski c.Irv House

3.In 1980, the Sayreville Pharmacy 
was located at?  a.Main St. b.Washington 
Rd. c.Route 9.

4.In '93, this VCR/TV repair shop was 
located at 103 North Stevens Ave., South 
Amboy?  a.Raritan VCR b.Hoover TV Re-
pairs c.L & L TV/VCR Repairs

5.President of the Morgan Athletic 
Association in '76?  a.Paul Gerula b.Tom 
Pollando c.Don Montemurro

6.This ice/coal company was located 
at 146 Henry St., South Amboy in 1963?  
a.SA Ice & Coal b.Swan Hill Ice & Coal 
Co. c.Eskimo Ice & Coal

7.In '73, where was Sayreville En-
gine Company No. 1 located?  a.Main St. 
b.MacArthur Ave. c.Route 35

8.This liquor store was located at 103 
South Pine Ave. in '93?  a.Pine Liquors 
b.Who's Booze c.Budget Liquors

9.President of Sayreville Lions Club 
in '73?  a.Chester O'Such b.Phil O'Leary 
c.John Leonardis

10.South Amboy's Postmaster in 1976?  
a.Norman Kilcomons b.Charles Mahoney 
c.Thomas Downs

11.Borough of Sayreville Council Presi-
dent in 1979?  a.Thomas Kuberski b.Kenneth 
Buchanan Sr. c.Raniero Travisano

12.He was not a South Amboy doctor 
in '62?  a.Dr. Meacham b.Dr. Eulner c.Dr. 
Patel

Answers
1b 2a 3c 4a 5a 6b 7b 8b 9a 10b 

11b 12c.
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 ★  Business of the Month  ★

Gabriel’s Discount Tire & Auto Center

Gabriel’s Discount Tire & Auto 
Center was founded in October 1963 by 
the late Vincent Gabriel.  This year marks 
the 45th anniversary since Vincent first 
opened the doors at Gabriel’s.  Today, the 
establishment remains in family hands, as 
it is operated by his son Gerald Gabriel 
and son-in-law Thomas McGowan. The 
talented staff at Gabriel’s has over 90 years 
of combined automotive experience. 

Servicing your car at Gabriel’s con-
sistently provides you with Fast Service, 
a Friendly Environment and Fair-Honest 
pricing.  You can check their ad located on 
page 8 of this issue to see some of their 
current specials.  You can also check out 
the specials on their website at gabrielti-
recenter.com.  

Gabriel’s will beat any competitor’s 
price on tires!!  Just give them a call at 
732-721-8500 or send them an email 
to gtire@aol.com for a price quote.  If 
you don’t need tires then keep in mind 
Gabriel’s slogan “We Ain’t Just Tires” 
and this is true as they offer a complete 

and comprehensive list of services that 
include: Air and Fuel Filters, Air Con-
ditioning Service, Batteries, Belts and 
Hoses, Brakes, Coil Springs, CV Boots 
and Joints, Fuel System Cleaning, Head 
Lights, Tail Lights, Heating Service, Lube 
Oil and Filter, Nationwide Warranties, 
Radiators, Shocks and Struts, Starter, 
Steering and Suspension, Tire Repair, 
Tune Ups, Transmission Maintenance, 
Wheel Balance, Wiper Blades and more.

The Gabriel Family hopes all of their 
experience; courtesy and professional 
service keeps current customers satisfied, 
and will draw new ones as well.

Founder, Vince Gabriel always said, 
“Give your customers value and the best 
personal service for their dollar, and they 
will come back”.

Gabriel’s Discount Tire & Auto 
Center does just that!  Visit them at Rt. 
#35 South in South Amboy, on the web at 
gabrieltirecenter.com or give them a call 
at 732-721-8500.

Sayreville Mayor Kennedy O'Brien (L) presents a Certificate Of Appreciation to Lion Tony  
Travisano of the Morgan Lions Club for his 50 years as a Lion in the club. (photo courtesy 
of Morgan Lions).

Help Support Sacred Heart School!

OLV Senior Trips
The OLV Senior Group is sponsoring a 

trip to the Renault Winery and Trump Plaza 
Casino on Sunday, January 11, 2009. The 
price for the trip is $47.00. This includes 
the bus transportation, lunch at the Renault 
Winery, and $20.00 cash voucher to the ca-
sino. The bus will leave OLV lower parking 
low at 9:45AM and returns approximately at 
9:00PM. If interested contact Jack at (7320 
254-7263

The Senior Group is also sponsoring 
another trip to Mt. Haven, Pennsylvania on 
Sunday, February 8, 2009. The price for this 
trip is $70.00. The price includes: breakfast 
and dinner buffets, a 4 hour open bar, live 
entertainment, bingo, dancing, films and 
much more. The bus will depart from the 
OLV lover parking lot at 8:15AM and return 
at 6:30PM. If you have any questions or want 
to sign up for this trip, contact Jack at

(732) 254-7263.

The 3rd Thursday of every month is 
Sacred Heart Night at T.G.I. Friday’s on 
Route 9 in Old Bridge.  Bring your family 
in for a meal between 5:00pm and 9:00pm, 
and Sacred Heart will receive 20% of your 

bill – it’s that easy! Simply mention to your 
server that you are there for Sacred Heart 
School.

Our next fundraising night is Thursday, 
December 18.  Invite all your friends, and 
we’ll see you at Friday’s!

Tom McGowan (L) and Jerry Gabriel (R) at the front desk of Grabriel’s Discount 
Tires and Auto Center are ready to meet and provide excellent prices and service 
to their customers. (Photo by Brian Stratton)
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Tommy Roe's hit record "Sheila" topped 
the national record charts in early September 
of 1962, as the students who would become 
Sayreville War Memorial High School's first 
graduating class started its senior year at the 
new school.  The official dedication was held 
on December 1, 1962.

Some of the faculty members were: 
Josph Baloga, John Dresser, Raymond Ja-
son, Edward McGarigle, William Mulrenan, 
Matthew Prusik.  

Senior Class Officers were: Edward 
Gorchinski-Pres.; Joan Williamson-Vice 
President; Joyce Samuel-Secretary; Martin 
Szarvas-Treasurer.  Some of the '63 gradu-
ates selected randomly include; Virginia 
Baranowski, Elaine Bogusi, George Burn, 
Frank Churchman, Lois Carew, Edward 
Fischer, Katherine Grzes, William Gumper, 
Walter Kapica, Joanne Knable, Martin Koy, 
Michael Kuc, Maryann Litowchak, Robert 
Maul, Carol McCloud, Walter Mayer, Rose-
marie Nowicki, Robert O'Such, Richard 
Paprota, Evelyn Pugh, the late Dennis Rufus, 
Arlene Santos, Carol Ann Solook, Edward 
Szkodny, Gerard Van Pell, Cora Wilson, 
Joyce Zdep.  Unforgettable events included 
the Toyland Christmas Assembly, and also 
the trip to Washington, D.C.

Mary Ann Kwiatkowski was Student 
Council President.  Ruth Morriss was Edi-
tor-In-Chief of the school newspaper, and 
Barbara Ziemski was Editor-In-Chief of 
the yearbook.  

Some interesting nicknames in the 
Class of '63 were; Bunny, The Bug, Muds, 
Smiles, Scotch, Cocopuff, Dimples, Sparky, 
Poopsie, Smilie, Mrs. Fish, Pokey, Ram, 
Skeeter, Zippy, Beasle, Bubs, Schweppes, 
Shakes, Freckles, Rod, Sheik, Tusk.  Do 
you remember any?

Party With A Purpose! On December 7th, 2008, six girls from St. John Vianney High 
School held a charity Christmas party at Martini's Restaurant in South Amboy. Jordan and 
Joelle Hernandez started "Party with a Purpose" in 2006. This year, Cara Gilmartin, Alexa 
Gatarz, Jacki Hotchkiss, and Alexandra Martini (from South Amboy) helped the twins run 
the party. Everyone who attends "Party with a Purpose" is asked to bring a toy for a toy 
drive that benefits Monmouth County children's shelters. This year the party was held at 
South Amboy's Martini's Restaurant, Alexandra Martini's family restaurant Toy drive helpers 
include: (l-r) Alexandra Martini, Cara Gilmartin, Jacki Hotchkiss, Jordan Hernandez, Alexa 
Gatarz, Joelle Hernandez.(Photo/Story submitted by Alexandra Martini)

Cookies and Crafts
Sacred Heart School is sponsoring a 

Cookie Walk and craft sale on December 20 
from 4:00-6:00pm and December 21 from 
7:00am-12:00pm.  Stop by the school cafete-
ria for homemade cookies at only $5.00/lb.  
A great way to get into the holiday spirit!

OLV Senior Meeting
The OLV Senior Meeting will be held 

on Friday, January 9, 2009 at 2:15PM in 
Monsignor Dalton Hall. All seniors are 
cordially invited to attend. Members are 
asked to bring a non-perishable food dona-
tion for St. Vincent de Paul Society. Come 
dressed in your favorite snow attire. After 
a brief business meeting, light refreshments 
will be served. Any questions, contact Teri 
at (732) 727-7639.

Yearbook-Sayreville 1963
By Tom Burkard

Steve Gozora was a standout basketball 
player, while Judith Unkel was captain of 
the cheerleaders.  Joan Williamson was the 
twirlers captain, and Bernadine Truchan 
was majorette.

In 1963, racial unrest was stirring in the 
U.S., and Freedom Walks were taking place 
in the south.  At graduation time, President 
John F. Kennedy was only 5 months away 
from a shocking assassination at Dallas, 
Texas.  Around the world, Russia shot the 
first woman into orbit.  Pope John XXIII 
died and was replaced by Pope Paul VI.  
In Vietnam, Buddhist priests began setting 
themselves on fire.

Lesley Gore's "It's My Party" was the #1 
hit in the nation as Sayreville War Memorial 
High School's first graduating class received 
its diplomas.  Co-Valedictorians of this trail-
blazing class were Marianne Kwiatkowski 
and Alan Woolf.  Those were the days!

The Birth Of That Little Baby Boy
By Al Gomolka Jr.

Times Poet Laureate
c. 1989

He is the reason for this season of 
Christmas
He is the reason for this season of 
joy
There'd be no Santa, there'd be no 
presents,
Without his presence
And the birth of that little baby boy.
There are silver bells and candy 
canes
Christmas trees with railroad trains
There are carols piped thru shopping 
malls
Colored lights to deck the halls
Christmas cards and flowers red
Cookies made of gingerbread
There are hopes of snow with stock-
ings hung
Toasts of cheer and party fun

He is the reason for this season of 
Christmas
He is the reason for this season of joy
There'd be no Santa, there'd be no 
presents,
Without his presence
And the birth of that little baby boy.
Hearts are tickled, eyes aglow
Everywhere this magic flows
All due to one Nativity
And done the wiser it should be
He is the reason for this season of 
Christmas
He is the reason for this season of joy
There'd be no Santa, there'd be no 
presents, 
Without his presence
And the birth of that little baby boy.
Happy Birthday, Jesus!
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The Murray Family of South Amboy visiting relatives in Australia.

The Community Service Awards Breakfast was held on Dec. 7th at Sayreville K of C.  The 
award winners were: Police-Anthony D'Onofiro; Fire-Christian McCarthy; First Aid-John 
Scanlon, Lee & Veronica Steiner; Citizen-Joseph Campbell. The award winners are pictured 
in the photo with other local dignitaries.  (Photo and caption by Clem Skarzynski)  

Murray Family Visits Australia
(Story and Photo courtesy of Stacy Hicks Murray)

South Amboy Police officer Jake Mur-
ray, his wife Stacy Hicks Murray and their 
sons, Charles 2 1/2 and Aaron 1 1/2 flew 
from JFK Airport to Australia in August.  
Patrolman 

Murray grew up in Wagga Wagga, 
Australia (the largest inland city in New 
South Wales).  His parents still live there, 
and come to the U.S. every year to visit, and 
love South Amboy.

While in Australia, Jake, Stacy and 
the kids went to Brisbane to see the late 

"Crocodile Hunter," Steve Irwin's Australia 
Zoo, and spent 4 days at Bribie Island on the 
Sunshine Coast.  They then flew to Jake's 
parent's 5,000 acre ranch in Waga Wagga, 
spending 2 1/2 weeks there, and then 4 days 
in Melbourne.  Stacy said that, "Everyone 
had a great time, and the boys loved seeing 
their grandparents, and their pet kangaroo, 
Merv.  But, it is always good to come home 
to South Amboy.  Their grandparents Charles 
and Janice Hicks called Wagga Wagga every 
day as if we were still on John Street!"  

Amat Wins 1st 
Place

Christopher Amat, a student at Sayre-
ville War Memorial HS, won 1st place for 
his poem in the high school division of the 
Speak Up Creative Expression Contest.  
The poem, "With Open Eyes I've Realized," 
is against violence.  There were over 500 
entries in the elementary school and high 
school divisions.

Christopher received an iPod Touch, 
and the high school will get a School Safety 
Package worth $2,500.  Congratulations, 
Christopher!

Going To 
Inauguration

Sayreville's Kristie Marcinczyk, a 2006 
Sayreville War Memorial HS graduate, and 
currently a junior at Montclair State Uni-
versity was chosen to attend a Presidential 
Inauguration Internship Program from Jan. 
10-20 at Washington, D.C.  The Washing-
ton Center for Internships and Academic 
Seminars sponsors the program.  Kristie 
is completing an internship on the recent 
presidential campaign.

Marcinczyk, along with other students 
will view the inauguration process, with 
focus on the new president-elect and the for-
mation of his new executive administration.  
She will also take part in site visits, tours, 
and political lectures, with the highlight of 
the internship program being her attendance 
at the inauguration on Jan. 20.

Music At Saint 
Mary's

On Sunday, Jan. 18th at 4 p.m. Music 
At Saint Mary's 2008-2009 Concert Series 
will feature City Winds Trio, which consists 
of Flute, Oboe, and Bassoon.  The Trio has 
performed at many distinguished concert 
series throughout the East coast, including 
New York City.

In addition to performing chamber 
music from the traditional classical reper-
tory, the City Winds Trio also performs 
their ever-popular Scott Joplin Ragtime 
concert.  They also educate and inspire 
children through their education program, 
"Musical Innovations," which they perform 
at Montessori Schools and public libraries.  
See the City Winds Trio's website at: www.
citywindstrio.com.

This Issue
is dedicated

in Memory of

Evelyn Conway
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The Cardinal McCarrick/St. Mary's High School Hall of Fame Banquet Dinner was a great 
place to run into old friends.  Pictured (l-r) Gary Lange, Jerry Prusakowski, and Pete Kenny.  
(Photo by Tom Burkard)

Power Outage In 
South Amboy

On December 5th around 10:45 a.m., 
power went off in South Amboy and over 
2,000 Jersey Central Power & Light cus-
tomers were affected, until it was restored 
at 1 p.m., by utility workers.  South Amboy 
businesses, homes and government offices, 
as well as a few Sayreville customers were 
inconvenienced by the outage.

Help Soldiers
The Auxiliary ladies from Post #4699, 

Veterans of Foreign Wars in Sayreville are 
looking for women who could knit cap liner 
for the soldiers in Iraq and overseas.  If inter-
ested, call President Lorraine Rock at 609-
448-2587.  She will send you instructions on 
how to knit for the soldiers cap liner.

Local Church Schedules For Christmas
St. Stanislaus Kostka Church
Pastor Rev. Kenneth R. Murphy
Christmas Eve Masses- 5 p.m; 12 midnight.
Christmas Day Masses- 7:30 a.m.; 9 a.m.; 10:30 a.m. (Polish); 12 p.m.

First Presbyterian Church (South Amboy)
Interim Pastor-Rev. Dierdre Thomson
Christmas Eve-Candlelight Service 7 p.m.

St. Mary's Church
Pastor-Rev. Dennis Weezorak
Christmas Eve Vigil Masses 5 p.m.; 7 p.m.
Christmas Day-Masses 8 a.m.; 10 a.m.

Sacred Heart Church
Pastor-Rev. Joseph Romanoski
Christmas Eve Masses 3:30 p.m. (Children's Liturgy); 12 Midnight (Christmas 
Carols at 11:30 p.m.).
Christmas Day Masses-7 a.m.; 8:30 a.m.; 10 a.m.; 12 noon.

Trinity United Methodist Church
Pastor-Rev. Sunghee Park
Christmas Eve-7:30 p.m. Family Service; 11 p.m. Traditional Candlelight 
Service.

Our Lady of Victories Church
Pastor-Rev. Michael G. Krull
Christmas Eve-4 p.m. Mass with Carols; 6 p.m. Children's Mass with Nativity 
Pageant; 11 p.m. The Solemn Mass of Christmas Eve (Choir program begins 
at 10:30 p.m.). 
Christmas Day Masses-8:30 a.m.; 10:30 a.m.; 12 noon.  (Christmas music at 
all Masses).

St. Bernadette Church
Pastor-Rev. James W. Hagerman
Christmas Eve Masses-4 p.m.; 6 p.m.; 10 p.m.
Christmas Day Masses-9 a.m.; 10:30 a.m.; 12 noon.  

Sayreville American Legion Post 211 and VFW Post 6499 conduct a ceremony before a 
memorial wreath is thrown into the river to honor those who perished at Pearl Harbor on 
December 7, 1941.  Sayreville Mayor Kennedy O'Brien and council members are also 
pictured participating in the ceremony.  (Photo/story by Jerry Springard)

Old Friends
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109 No. Feltus St.
South Amboy, NJ

Peace
& Joy

Boy Scout Troop 91 of South Amboy, started in Sept, collecting food to help fill the shelves at 
the First Presbyterian Church's Food Pantry, in time for Thanksgiving. The Church donates 
food to needing families in South Amboy & the surrounding area. The boys collected, hundreds 
of food items to be donated. They are along with Cub Scout Pack 91 continuing this drive 
to help fill the shelves for Christmas. Pictured here are some of the boys, their leaders & 
some of the people who donate their time to their Church's food pantry. Great job boys, 
keep up the good work...Happy Holidays to everyone from Troop/Pack 91....(picture by 
Deb Richter)

Open House At 
Dowdell

Come one – come all!  The Dowdell 
Library of South Amboy would like to 
welcome you to an informal open house on 
Saturday, December 27th from 12 Noon to 
3 p.m.  Amidst holiday music, share some 
cookies and cider with your neighbors!  The 
children’s film “Snow Day” will be featured 
at 1 p.m.  For more information, the library 
maybe contacted at 732.721.6060 or com-
ments@dowdell.org

March for Life
The Knights of Columbus Our Lady of 

Victory Council #2061 will be sponsoring 
a bus trip to Washington D.C. to participate 
in the Annual March for Life on Thursday, 
January 22, 2009. This will be the 36th year 
of this march to repeal the 1973 Roe vs. Wade 
Supreme Court decision that made abortion 
on demand the law of the land. There will 
be a 6:30 A.M. Mass at OLV Church on 
Main Street in Sayreville followed by a light 
continental breakfast. Lunch is also included. 
The bus will depart from the OLV Church 
parking lot at 7:45 AM. A minimum donation 
of $20 ($10 for students) is requested to help 
defray costs. For further information about 
the trip or to reserve a seat, please contact 
Michael Yetsko at (732)727-7639.

A PRAYER FOR HEALING
Lord, you invited all who are burdened to come 

to You.  Allow your healing hand to heal me.  Touch 
my soul with Your compassion for others.  Touch 
my heart with Your courage and infinite love for all.  
Touch my mind with Your wisdom, that my mouth may 
always proclaim Your praise.  Teach me to reach out 
to You in my need.  Help me to lead others to You by 
my example.  Most loving Heart of Jesus, bring me 
health in body and spirit so that I may serve You with 
all my strength.  Touch gently this life which you have 
created.  Amen -T.B.
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30th Anniversary-Joan Antonucci, owner of New Life Books & Bibles in South Amboy is 
celebrating her 30th year of serving the local communities.  Congratulations, Joan!  (Photo 
by Tom Burkard)

15th Anniversary-South Amboy Pizza, Pasta & Subs, owned by Sal and Bridget Puccio, is 
celebrating its 15th Anniversary.  Pictured is Sal (l) and his son Anthony (r).  Congratulations 
to South Amboy Pizza on 15 years of excellence!  (Photo by Tom Burkard)

Spaghetti Dinner
Our Lady of Victory Columbiettes is 

holding a Spaghetti Dinner on Friday, Jan. 
30th from 5-8 p.m. at Victorian Hall, 775 
Washington Rd., Parlin.  $10-adults, $5-chil-
dren under 10 years.  Meals include salad, 
spaghetti, meatballs, bread, coffee, tea and 
dessert.  For info call Katie 732-553-1898 
or Diane 732-254-8896.

Sayreville Chapter 
#4853 A.A.R.P.

A.A.R.P. Sayreville Chapter #4853 
holds its meetings at the Sayreville Senior 
Center (Main St.) on the 3rd Thursday of each 
month starting at 12 p.m.  There are differ-
ent, informative speakers at each meeting.  
Food and coffee are offered at reasonable 
prices.  Membership is only $5 per year.  
A.A.R.P. welcomes new members at every 
meeting, so come to the next one, join, and 
make some new friends!

PRAYER TO THE BLESSED VIRGIN
(Never known to fail)  Oh, most beautiful flower of 

Mt. Carmel, Fruitful vine, splendor of Heaven, blessed 
Mother of the Son of God, Immaculate Virgin, assist 
me in my necessity.  Oh Star of the Sea, help me and 
show me, herein  you are my mother.  Oh, Holy Mary, 
Mother of God, Queen of Heaven and Earth!  I humbly 
beseech you from the bottom of my heart to succor me 
in this necessity.  There are none that can withstand 
your power.  Oh, show me herein you are my mother.  
Oh Mary, conceived without sin, pray for us who have 
recourse to thee (3 times).  Holy Mary, I place this 
cause in your hands (3 times).  Say this prayer for 3 
consecutive days.  You must publish  it and it will be 
granted to you.  Thank you.  -B.T.S.

PLEASE
SUPPORT

OUR
ADVERTISERS
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Sayreville Champions-Congratulations to the Sure Hit Home Improvements softball 
team for winning the Sayreville Men's Weeknight Fall League championship.  The best of 
3 series was played at Borough Hall in Sayreville on Nov. 12th.  Players pictured top row 
(l-r) are Dennis Leonard, Gary Aich, Darren Curran, Eddie Fulham, Jim Jimenez, Steve 
Lopez, Patrick Riporti, Matt Ryan.  Bottom row (l-r) Mike Walker, Travis McCray, Chuck 
Prusakowski, Tracy Chodkiewicz, (Team Sponsor) Thomas Ryan, Chuck Ford, (Scorekeeper 
Rick Bonis.  Missing from photo-Bob Prusakowski, Patrick Walsh.  The team would like to 
dedicate this championship to the memory of their friend and teammate, John Barnes Jr.  
(Photo courtesy of Kathy Lopez) 

First Aid Report
Captain Chris Mader of the South 

Amboy First Aid has issued the following 
report for the 3rd Quarter of 2008:  The 
Squad answered a total of 221 calls.  196 
emergencies, 3 transports, 8 fire, 6 com-
munity service and 8 mutual aid.

High members for the quarter were: Tom 
Parsons 103; Mike Pappas 100; Daniel J. 
Salmon 94; Tom Szatkowski 87; Julia Garg 
79; John Mulvey (Associate) 45; and Rusty 
Shamborovsky (Cadet) 48.

The members of the South Amboy 
First Aid and Safety Squad would like to 
thank the City of South Amboy Fire Dept. 
and Police Dept. for any and all assistance 
provided to the Squad in 2008.  It was greatly 
appreciated.  The Squad also wishes to thank 
all those individuals who made donations 
to our endeavors.  With the phrase "Help 

us to help you," our 100% volunteer, no 
charge service can continue well past this 
years' 75th Anniversary.  We would like to 
give additional thanks to all who helped to 
make our Memorial Day celebration a great 
success.  In closing, we wish a very Happy 
Holiday Season to all!

M erry

C hristmas
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The Christmas Bells That Made South Amboy Famous
Exclusive Photos and Feature Story By Tom Burkard

This rare and unique 1948 invention, "The Bells of St. 
Nicholas," was investigated, researched, and found, 
amazingly 60 years after being manufactured, thanks to 
The SA Times faithful readers.  "The Bells of St. Nicholas" is 
the brilliant creation of late South Amboy resident, Edwin J. 
Nicorvo, who manufactured the product in South Amboy.  

This picture shows the actual "Bells of St. Nicholas" and 
the box they originally came in.  South Amboy's Edwin J. 
Nicorvo was the inventor.  

"I Can't Believe It!"  Madeline Burkard Bowerman exclaimed as she saw "The Bells of St. 
Nicholas" for the first time in 60 years since she worked for a South Amboy manufacturer, 
E.J. Nicorvo Mfg. Corp., making these now very rare Christmas decorations.  

George Virgilio, 
who taught  a t 
H o f f m a n  H i g h 
School from 1966-
88, proudly shows 
h is  " t reasure, " 
"The Bells of St. 
Nicholas," which 
he purchased at 
Englishtown about 
30 years ago.

Phil Kurtz (l) and his wife Jane Kurtz (r) of South Amboy proudly show their vintage sets 
of "The Bells of St. Nicholas."  Phil and his friend  Jack Morrison were instrumental in 
spreading the Christmas cheer about 30 years ago, by selling the bells at Englishtown 
Auction.  They are now extremely rare and hard to find.  Note the decorative bells hanging 
by the fireplace. 

Back in the late 1940's, South Amboy 
resident Edwin J. Nicorvo came up with a 
brilliant invention, "The Bells of St. Nicho-
las," which were advertised on the box cover 
as "Electric Automatic Christmas Tree Bells.  
They swing, they sway, plug them in and 
hear them play."  The box was red and green 
with white lettering, and the attractive art 
work featured bells on a Christmas tree, with 
musical notes near the bells, plus a church 
window and holly. The front panel of the 
box read "They Swing, They Ring," and also 
had the name The Bells of St. Nicholas, and 
under that, E.J. Nicorvo Mfg. Corp. South 
Amboy, N.J., U.S.A.   On one side panel 
of the box, the words "For Doorway," and 
"For Fireplace" were written along with 
bells and a bow art work.  On the opposite 
side panel, there was a wreath with a bell 
art work, and the words "For Wreaths," and 
"For Windows."   The back panel of the box 
had the directions, and a slogan, "Hear them 
ring- See them sway-Plug them in-to hear 
them play."  Directions were found on the 
back panel, and said, "Suggested use was 
for decorations for doorways, windows, 
fireplaces, parties, showers, weddings, etc."   
"The Bells of St. Nicholas" was approved 
by Underwriter Laboratories Inc., and had 
a Registration with the U.S. Patent Office 
for Action Window Displays, and also had 
a Canadian Patent.  Nicorvo marketed his 
item, doing the manufacturing at his own 
factory, E. J. Nicorvo Mfg. Corp., which was 
located on North Broadway in the vicinity 
where Krauszer's store is now located.   He 
hired mostly locals to work at the factory 
and assemble the bells.

Last month in The SA Times, we ran an 
ad looking for anyone who may have a set 
of bells in hope that we could take pictures 
for this article.  Well, Christmas came early 
for this writer, or as I've told people, it was 
like winning the lottery, when I received two 
phone calls from people who still owned 
sets of "The Bells of St. Nicholas."

The first call came from Debbie Marion 
who told me that her mother, Florence 

Cooney of Parlin, had the bells.  I called 
Florence, a 1944 St. Mary's graduate, and she 
told me that her late husband John, who died 
in 1986, purchased several individual boxes 
of the bells at the Englishtown Market over 
25 years ago.  She gave a set to each of her 
five children, and kept two sets.  Florence 
never used them to decorate at Christmas, 
and said that they "Seemed to be more for 
display."  Her daughter Debbie plugged them 
in once to see if they worked, and they did, 
but "Moved very slowly."

A few days later, I received a call from 
former Hoffman High School teacher, 
George Virgilio, who also owned a set of "The 
Bells of St. Nicholas."  I went to George's 
home for my first close-up look at the bells, 
and was amazed to see that they were in a 
box that could pass for almost brand new.  
He took the bells out of the box, and they 
were also in mint condition.  It was a real 
surprise considering they were manufactured 
about 60 years ago in 1948, and to top it 
off, after being plugged in and warming up 
for a minute, played.  They didn't play any 
Christmas songs, just dinged and moved, 
as if someone was ringing them by hand.  
This was truly a unique creation by Nicorvo 
back in the '40's, and I would bet that it was 
an extremely popular item for shoppers at 
Christmas time.

Virgilio, who was a highly-regarded 
teacher at Hoffman High from 1966-1988, 
and then at Manville High, where he worked 
from 1988-1999 before retiring, said that he 
also bought his set at the Englishtown Market 
about 30 years ago, probably the same day 
Mr. Cooney purchased his sets.  He thinks he 
may have paid $1-$2 for them.  George said 
that, "I bought it as a token.  It's a cool thing 
to find something that was manufactured in 
South Amboy.  I've only taken it out once 
or twice to see how it worked.  I've always 
wanted to find some pottery that was made 
in South Amboy.  That's my goal, but I still 
haven't found any." 

Madeline Burkard Bowerman, a 1947 
St. Mary's High School graduate recalled 

working at E.J. Nicorvo's for about 6 months 
in '48.  "Eddie Nicorvo had just started the 
new company.  He was only about 28-30 
years old at the time.  I started to fill out an 
application and he asked me where I had 
gone to school, and I said St. Mary's, and was 
hired on the spot.  He said he had attended 
St. Mary's.  Eddie was a very nice and sweet 
employer.  He had 10-12 women doing the 
assembly, at a long table, and we all sat in 
tall chairs.  Several of my co-workers were 
Edna Cottrell, Betty Hansell, Sis Lounsbury, 
Vivian Ervin, Phyllis Buckalew, and Eva 
Schmidt.  His nephew Joe Corvino was the 
box boy and brought in boxes for us."  She 
said they were paid about 75 cents an hour, 
and worked a 40-hour week.  Four young 
women did soddering, and  Madeline's job 
was to sodder a tiny piece of the main wire 
or metal as a connector from the bell to the 
electrical unit.  The work was tedious, and 
she said that while soddering, she often 
burned her thumbs.  Bowerman also stated 
that "The summer of '48 was a very hot one, 
and there was no air conditioning or fans.  It 
was an old-fashioned factory, and was huge."  
She proudly mentioned that "The Bells of 
St. Nicholas" were sent overseas, as well as 
being marketed in the United States.   Mad-
eline said that she loved the bells with their 
chime sound, but never owned a set.  Times 
were tough in '48 for many people.

I recently borrowed a set of the bells to 
show her, and she was the happiest person in 
the world when she saw them for the first time 
in 60 years.  "I can't believe it!  I'm shocked!  
It's the exact box and bells we used to make.  
They're 60 years old, and they're beautiful, 
like new!  60 Years is a long time, and they 
lasted."  I couldn't help but detect a bit of 
pride in her happiness, for "The Bells of St. 
Nicholas" which she helped to make.

The bells were marketed for homes in 
sets of three, with colors of red, silver, and 
green, and store counter display sets featured 
four bells, red, blue, green, and gold.

I thought my story would end with my 
sister Madeline's interview, but I was sur-
prised to run into my old friend, Phil Kurtz 
of South Amboy at the Delta gas station on 
Broadway.  Phil helped solve the mystery 

of who was selling the bells at Englishtown, 
when he asked me, "How many sets of those 
bells do you want?"  

Of course, I had to interview him, and 
he told me about how he came across the 
bells.  His good friend, Jack Morrison's 
mother, Elizabeth Morrison, who taught 
at St. Mary's for many years, was a friend 
of Nicorvo's wife, Louise.  About 30 years 
ago, the Nicorvos were moving to Asbury 
Park, and Mrs. Morrison got Jack and Phil 
the job of cleaning out the inventor's base-
ment, where they cases of "The Bells of St. 
Nicholas," and took them to the Englishtown 
Market, along with other items to sell.  Phil 
recalled that "There were about 20-30 boxes 
with about a dozen sets per box.  People 
weren't aware what they had in front of 
them.   This was a good find, a gem."  Even 
though the men were selling them for about 
$2 each, the bells were a hard sell.  Kurtz 
said "We went down to sell them a couple 
of times, and sold about 75% of all the bells, 
and some of our fortunate friends inherited 
some of the extras.  One of those friends 
recently sold a set on e-bay for $25."  Phil's 
wife Jane has used the bells for decorating 
the house through the years.  Mrs. Morrison 
said that "Ed Corvino was unique. He was 
an All-State insurance salesman, and had 
different inventions.  He also wrote a book 
about the presidents."  

By today's standards, "The Bells of St. 
Nicholas" would not be earth-shattering, with 
its very simple concept of being plugged 
into an electrical outlet, heating up, and each 
bell slowly "dinging," and slightly moving.  
Kurtz said that, "For its time in the 1940's, 
what an eye-opener!  Everything today is 
so far advanced that they'd never appreciate 
the bells."   

"The Bells of St. Nicholas" was a 
challenging and fun project for me to re-
search.  It was quite rewarding to actually 
find that people still had these 60-year old 
artifacts, and amazingly, the fact that they 
still worked!

*A special thank you to all who 
came forth and contributed any in-
formation on "The Bells That Made 
South Amboy Famous.  Thank you! 
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Anna Friberg of South Amboy designed this beautiful Christmas tree display, made of 
costume jewelry.  

A Christmas Work Of Art
Photo and Story By Tom Burkard

South Amboy's Anna Friberg, 89 years 
young, is a very creative lady, who had an 
idea to make a Christmas wall display out 
of costume jewelry, such as earrings, pins, 
beads, and even a bracelet.  Anna said that 
"The jewelry was extra pieces or things I 
bought at flea markets." 

She first purchased a peg board, and then 
decided on a Christmas tree design, which 
she measured out and drew the shape with 
a ruler.  Next, Friberg had to take the backs 
off the jewelry, arrange, and then glue it on 
to the board.  "It takes time to get the jew-
elry," she said.  In addition, Anna inserted 

tiny Christmas tree lights through the back 
of the board, and connected an extension 
cord allowing the tree to actually light up 
and enhance its beauty.  The unique creation 
also features a white dove flying over top, a 
star on the tree top, and the tree trunk which 
is made from a bracelet.  The Christmas tree 
is also encased in a beautiful, antique gold-
leaf frame which she refinished.

Anna Friberg is a truly talented lady, who 
spent 3 months of her free time, designing and 
creating this beautiful Christmas "work of 
art."  Congratulations on a job well-done!
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Winter 90 Years Ago

Adam Kierst, formerly of South Amboy sent this in, and said, "I found this January 1918 
picture of the Great Beds Lighthouse in the Raritan Bay.  The Bay was frozen and thousands 
of people were walking on the ice, and at least 4 automobiles drove out and around the 
Lighthouse and back.  Raritan Bay also froze in February 1934, when the temperature 
dropped to zero for the entire month, and only rose to about 5 degrees F.  Also, the South 
Amboy Street Dept. was working day and night thawing out the frozen water mains.  My 
father was called upon to help because he had heating equipment to warm the frozen 
mains."   (Photo/Story by Adam Kierst)

Santa Claus visited IHOP on Route 36 in Keyport recently.  Raymond Nelson, 9 of Middletown 
enjoyed his chance to meet the jolly man from the North Pole.  (Photo by Tom Burkard)  

Colin Bolton, a member of the Our Lady of Victories School Willabees club, learned how to 
be drug-free at a recent meeting. The Willabees are sponsored by the Sayreville Alliance 
for Family Education (S.A.F.E.). (photo courtesy of E. Nellegar)

The Gathering-A group of old friends recently got together to reminisce before  the holidays, 
and shared some pretty amazing stories.  Pictured (l-r) Henny "Henny The D.J." Conroy, 
Tom Burkard, Al Gomolka Jr., George Kern, and seated Rich Wendell. 



South Amboy-Sayreville Times December �0, �008   1�

South Amboy Mayor John T. O’Leary (L) presents a proclamation to John Durnye (C) owner 
of South Amboy Arena and his daughter Jean (R) General Manager. (Photo courtesy of 
South Amboy Arena)

Annual Notice
By the South Amboy Zoning Board of Adjustment of the schedule of meetings to 

be held in 2009 as required by the "Open Public Meeting Act of New Jersey."  Effective 
Jan. 9, 1976.

All meetings are to be held at 7 p.m. Business meeting follows the 7:30 p.m. regu-
lar meeting, prevailing time, on the second Wednesday of each month unless otherwise 
indicated below.

The 2009 re-organization meeting will be held on Wednesday, Jan. 14, 2009 at 6:45 
p.m. prior to the regular monthly meeting.

The 2010 re-organization meeting will be held on Wednesday, Jan. 13, 2010 at 6:45 
p.m. prior to the regular monthly meeting.

The meetings are held at the South Amboy City Hall building, located at 140 North 
Broadway, South Amboy, N.J.

Dates for 2009 are: Jan. 14; Feb. 11; Mar. 11; Apr. 8; May 13; June 10; Jul. 8; Aug. 
12; Sept. 9; Oct. 14; Nov. 9 (Monday); Dec. 9; Jan. 13, 2010.

James Riehl, Chairman 

OLV Women’s Club
The OLV Women’s Club will hold their monthly meeting on Monday, January 12, 

2009 in meeting room #2 in the lower church. At this meeting Diane Alexander from 
Rachel’s House will give a presentation. Rachel’s House is a mentoring home for women 
who are homeless during pregnancy. All parish women are invited to come and hear this 
most interesting and informative presentation. Light refreshments will be served after the 
presentation. Any questions, contact Teri at (732) 727-7639.
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#1 Pop Hits On Dec. 
20th
2003-Hey Ya!-OutKast
1997-Fly-Sugar Ray
1985-Broken Wings-Mr. Mister
1974-Kung Fu Fighting-Carl Douglas
1968-I Heard It Through The Grapevine-
Marvin Gaye
1959-Heartaches By The Number-Guy 
Mitchell

One Hit Wonders
50 Years Ago

1958-Get A Job-The Silhouettes; Oh 
Julie-The Crescendos; Tequila-Eddie Platt; 
Dinner With Drac-Part 1-John Zacherle; He's 
Got The Whole World In His Hands-Laurie 
London; Lollipop-Ronald & Ruby; Don't 
You Just Know It-Huey "Piano" Smith & The 
Clowns; Book Of Love-Monotones; Wish-
ing For Your Love-The Voxpoppers; When 
The Boys Talk About The Girls-Valerie 
Carr; For Your Love-Ed Townsend; Purple 
People Eater-Sheb Wooley; Jenny Lee-Jan 
& Arnie; Endless Sleep-Jody Reynolds; 
One Summer Night-The Danleers; Willie 
And The Hand Jive-The Johnny Otis Show; 
Volare-Domenico Modugno; Little Star-The 
Elegants; Born Too Late-The Poni-Tails; The 
End-Earl Grant; Susie Darlin'-Robin Luke; 
Poor Boy-The Royaltones; To Know Him 
Is To Love Him-The Teddy Bears.

#1 Country Hits On 
Dec. 20th
1995-Tall, Tall Trees-Alan Jackson
1983-Black Sheep-John Anderson
1977-Here You Come Again-Dolly Parton
1966-Somebody Like Me-Eddy Arnold
1958-City Lights-Ray Price

Music Trivia
Fire

By Tom Burkard

1.__Fire a.Bruce Springsteen
2.__Light My Fire b.The Marshall Tucker Band
3.__Play With Fire c.Wilson Pickett
4.__Fire And Rain d.Pat Benatar
5.__I'm On Fire e.Melissa Manchester
6.__Fire On The Mountain f.Andy Kim
7.__Fire And Ice g.Tony Bennett
8.__Fire And Water h.Prodigy
9.__Fire Lake i.The Doors
10._Wildfire j .Crazy World of Arthur Brown
11._Firefly k.Michael Murphey
12._Firestarter l.The Rolling Stones
13._Fire, Baby I'm On Fire m.James Taylor
14._Fire In The Morning n.Bob Seger

Answers
1j 2i 3l 4m 5a 6b 7d 8c 9n 10k 11g 12h 13f 14e.

Bon Jovi topped all touring acts in 2008.  Former Sayreville resident and leader of the band, 
Jon Bon Jovi (r) is pictured with band members, Richie Sambora, David Bryan and Tico 
Torres in this 2003 photo.  (Photo Credit: Mark Seliger)

Bon Jovi #1 
Touring Act

Bon Jovi was named Billboard mag-
azine's #1 touring act in 2008.  The band 
grossed $210.6 million, and sold over 2 
million tickets during its Lost Highway 
Tour, which covered 100 live shows.  Fellow 
Jersey rocker, Bruce Springsteen finished 
second with his Magic tour, grossing $204.5 
million.  The following finished 3-10 for the 
top grossing acts: Madonna $162 million, 
The Police $150 million, Celine Dion $91 
million, Kenny Chesney $86 million, Neil 
Diamond $81.2 million, Spice Girls $70 
million, The Eagles $56.6 million, Rascal 
Flatts $55.8 million.

In a press release, Jon Bon Jovi, leader 
of the band, and former Sayreville resident, 
acknowledged that "the foundation of our 
success was and is touring."  He credited 
the band's fans for being "the reason why 
a second generation now share in this great 
honor.  We thank you all," he said.  Way to 
go Jon and boys!  You're the best! 
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School Sports
By Tom Burkard

The Sacred Heart 7th and 8th grade boys team, coached by Bill Lewis which won two 
tournaments. 
Kneeling (l–r)  Steven Herdman, Nick Kales, Aaron Lewis. Standing (l–r). Thomas Cardaci, 
Zach Moran, Chima Ekekeugbor, Ryan Kudelka, Brian Gay, Marques Townes, David Rader, 
and Eric Pacansky.

Sayreville Super in '08
Coach George Najjar's powerful Sayre-

ville football squad finished (9-3).   It was 
another fine season for the Bombers, as they 
made it to the CJ Group IV finals.  FB Matt 
Gruytch led the team with 12 touchdowns, 
and was followed by HB Javon Hodges 
with 11.  QB Mike McLafferty just missed 
1,000 yards passing, finishing with 976, 
and passed for 8 TD's, while running for 
2.  WR James DeMild was his top receiver, 
and scored 3 TD's

Bombers Had Great 
Season

Sayreville girls soccer team finished  
(14-5), and tied for 1st place in the White 
Division with Woodbridge.  Coach Leah 
Craig's team was led by Jolise Aponte with 
19 goals and 9 assists.  Heather Roy scored 
16 goals and contributed 5 assists.  Fresh-
man phenom Fahreta Kolenovic was injured 
in mid-season, and on the DL for the rest 
of the campaign, but still found the net for 
12 goals and 4 assists during her shortened 
2008.  Amanda Mathisen nailed 9 goals and 
had 6 assists.

Sacred Heart Wins 2 Tourneys
The Sacred Heart 7th and 8th grade 

boys basketball team has gotten off to a 
quick (10-1) start, winning 2 tournament 
championships along the way.

In the St. Stan's Pre-Season Tourna-
ment, they beat the host team in the opener, 
and advanced to the semis versus a big St. 
Bernadette team, led by 6-3 Mike Klino, 
who got 18 points and had 12 blocks.  Sa-
cred Hearts pressing defense finally wore 
down the Bulldogs, and won 55-42.  Eric 
Pacansky led the Hearts with 24 points.  
Marques Townes and Steven Herdman added 
10 points apiece.

The final was a classic in which OLV, 
coached by John Zebrowski, and Sacred 
Heart battled for 24 hard fought minutes, 
with the Hearts winning 74-70.  Tourney 
MVP Marques Townes led all scorers with 28 
points, but it was Pacansky's 20 points and 20 
rebounds that kept SH in striking distance of 
the vaunted OLV press.  Townes scored the 
final 6 points off of outlet passes by Pacansky 
rebounds and Aaron Lewis assists.

During the Thanksgiving holiday, 
Sacred Heart traveled to New York to play 
a weekend tournament at Fastbreakers in 
Staten Island.  On Friday night, the Hearts 
played 2 games.  St. Joseph/St. Thomas was 
first up, and SH led 11-9 after one quarter.  
Then, Chima Ekekeugbor started to assert 
himself down low in the blocks, and the 
Hearts outscored SJ/ST, 36-16 over the final 
3 quarters to win easily, 47-25.  Pacansky 
topped the scoring parade with 19 points, 
followed by Ekekeugbor with 15.

After a 1-hour rest, Sacred Heart played 

Our Lady Star of the Sea (OLSS), and won 
48-33.  Townes led the Hearts with 18 tal-
lies, followed by Pacansky with 10 points 
and 15 rebounds.  In both games, the trio of 
Herdman, Nick Kales and Lewis each stole 
the ball numerous times, playing an aggres-
sive pressing defense.  The two victories set 
up the title showdown with St. Joseph Hill 
Academy on Sunday.

The championship game proved to be 
Sacred Heart's best to date, as they breezed 
to the crown, 67-44.  The Hearts were led 
by the power games down low of Pacansky, 
Townes, and Ekekeugbor.  Then, the outside 
games and defensive play of Herdman, Kales, 
and Lewis, and the addition of Brian Gay, 
David Rader, and Tom Cardaci off the bench, 
and everything clicked, to include Ryan 
Kudelka, who was the game's high scorer 
with 19 points, after coming off the bench 
and hitting an amazing 9 for 11 from the 
floor, in only 12 minutes of play.  It was an 
incredible display of shooting the basketball.  
Eric Pacansky led the tournament in scoring 
and rebounding, and for his outstanding play 
was selected Tournament MVP.

This tournament also marked the return 
of Zach Moran, who has been hobbled all 
season by knee problems.  Zach was able 
to play and score in all 5 games over the 
Thanksgiving Weekend.

Congratulations to the Sacred Heart 
7th and 8th grade boys basketball team on 
your 2 early season tournament champion-
ships!  Good luck the rest of the way!  The 
team is coached by Bill Lewis and Mark 
Herdman.

Bombers Win Upset, Lose Title Game
The Sayreville Bombers powerful 

football club pounded unbeaten West Wind-
sor-Plainsboro South, 40-7 in the CJ Group 
IV semifinals.  Fullback Matt Gruytch 
broke loose for 4 touchdowns, three from 
1-yard out, and another one on a 3-yd. pass 
from quarterback Mike McLafferty.  Javon 
Hodges scored 2 TD's on runs of 2 yards 
and 10 yards.  He finished the game with 
104 yards on 12 rushes.

WW-Plainsboro South entered the 
game with a perfect (10-0), averaging 
43 points per game and allowing 17.3, 
plus they beat the Bombers 34-14 last 
year.  Sayreville improved to (9-2) with 
the win.

The Blue & Gray of Sayreville saw 

its dream for a championship come to a 
shocking end, as Brick Memorial, the 5th 
seed in CJ Group IV, blasted the Bombers, 
24-0 in the Sectional championship game.  
Brick Memorial's outstanding defense eas-
ily stopped the Sayreville offense, which is 
usually one of the finest around, and held 
it to 150 total yards, while racking up 333 
in route to the title.  Sayreville quarterback 
Mike McLafferty was 11-20 passing, good 
for 85 yards, with 2 interceptions, and was 
sacked 3 times.  He also was the top rusher 
for the locals with 31 yards.

Coach George Najjar's club appeared 
in its first championship since 2000, while 
its last championship came in 1997. 

High School Bowling
(As of Dec. 10th)

Boys
Sayreville (4-0) The Sayreville Bombers 

boys bowling team, defending state champi-
ons opened its 2007-2008 campaign with a 
convincing 4-0 victory over Carteret.  The 
Bombers were in championship form, with 
Brian Nicholas leading the way with a red-hot 
221-232-234-687 score. The Blue & Gray 
topped Colonia, 3-1.  Camryn Nieves topped 
Sayreville with a fine 204-211-239-654.  
Glen Sauer had a huge performance, getting 
a 248-256-226-730 to lead the Bombers to 
a 4-0 victory over Perth Amboy.  Sayreville 
downed Monroe 4-0 with strong perfor-
mances from Nieves 210-257-666, Eric 
Applegate 234-626, Nicholas 204-220-620, 
and Andrew Siarkiewicz 234-211-603.  

Cardinal McCarrick (2-1) Bishop Ahr 
ruined Cardinal McCarrick's first game of 
the year, defeating the Eagles, 4-0. Vince 
Bath rolled a 509, and Jason Latham scored 
a 214-492.  CM shocked South River, 3-1.  
Bath tallied a 536, while Latham connected 
for a 204-518.  The Blue & Gold rolled by 
New Brunswick, 3-1.  Bath led the way with 
a 202-525, and Erik Leonhardt had a 514.

South Amboy (3-1) JFK stopped South 
Amboy in its season opener, 3-1.  Eric Op-
penheimer fired a 245-223-662, and Kyle 
Ravaioli a 223-207-218-648.

SA blasted New Brunswick, 3-1.  Op-
penheimer continued his sensational bowling 
with a 205-216-257-678. The Guvs throttled 
Middlesex, 4-0, and South River 4-0 in a 
tri-competition, again behind Oppenheimer 
225-226-627, and also Ravaioli 233-594, 
and Kevin Riley 209-452.
Girls 

Sayreville (2-2) The Sayreville girls 
bowling team lost its opening game to Cart-
eret, 4-0.  Leading the way for the Blue & 
Gray was Kristy Bebert who rolled a 490. 

The Bombers dropped their second game to 
Colonia, 4-0.  Carol Sharrouf bowled a 486 
to lead the locals.  Sharrouf rolled a 454 to 
lead her team to its first win of the season 
over Perth Amboy, 4-0.  Sayreville shutout 
Monroe, 4-0.  Bebert led the way with a 
fine 509 score.

Cardinal McCarrick (2-2) Bishop Ahr 
beat Cardinal McCarrick in its opener.  Nicole 
Baginsky bowled a 577, and Ashley Pires 
got a 235-556. The Lady Eagles throttled 
South River, 4-0, as Baginsky had a fine 
252-596 showing. Mother Seton topped the 
Lady Eagles, 3-1.  Baginsky rolled a 236-
565, and Ashley Pires had a 201-531.  The 
Blue & Gold belted New Brunswick, 4-0.  
Baginsky fired a 203-534.

South Amboy (2-2) JFK won 3-1 over 
South Amboy in its first contest of the season.  
Alexa Hess hit for a 439. The Lady Guvs 
defeated New Brunswick, 3-1.  Hess paved 
the way with 450. In a tri-contest, SA bowed 
to South River, 3-1, and defeated Middlesex, 
4-0.  Nicole Murphy topped the Purple & 
Gold with a 413.

All-Area Honors
The Home News Tribune selected its 

2008 All-Area Field Hockey team.  Cho-
sen to the elite 1st Team were junior Lanie 
Andrews and senior Danielle Hoyte, both of 
Sayreville.  Kelsey Mazur and Chantel King 
were Honorable Mention choices. 

The publication also chose its boys 
and girls All-Area cross country teams.  
Sayreville's Nick Pizzi was an honorable 
mention for the boys, and Shannon McKenna 
and Erin Fitzgibbons were 2nd team All-Area 
selections.  Congratulations!
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From The Sports Archives
The Local Sports Memory Machine By Tom Burkard

T.H.E. 
Game

Glory Days in
Local Sports

55 Years Ago-1953-The St. Mary's Eagles boys basketball team finished (9-11).  Pictured 
Top row (l-r) Marty Metzger, Frank "Butch" O'Brien, Jerry Gorczyca, Leo Scully, George 
Daly, Tom Malik, Coach Don "Mickey" Czok.  Bottom row (l-r) Adam Lovely, Bob "Deadeye" 
Trinley, Rich Hanson, Stan Marcinczyk, Jack Tabasko.  (Photo/information courtesy of 
Coach Don "Mickey" Czok)

From The Cheerleaders Archives

1953-St. Mary's Cheerleaders Top row (l-r) ? South, Kathy Vail, Carole Kurzawa, Ellen 
Monalchid.  Bottom row (l-r) Sheila Lenahan, Anne Marie Cannon, Patty Gereghity.  (Photo 
courtesy of Coach Don "Mickey" Czok; Names courtesy of Bob Leslie)

1956-Rutgers Prep beat St. 
Mary's boys basketball team, 
66-55, despite John Phillips' 18 

points. Tom Pristavec added 
17, and Joe Viggiano 12 points.  

1962-Sayreville smashed Cart-
eret, 25-6, as Bob Anderson broke loose for 
touchdown runs of 4, 59, and 77 yards to lead 
the way with 199 yards rushing, averaging 
15 yards per carry in the contest.  John Mc-
Carthy rushed for 73 yards and averaged 
7.7 per carry.  1972-Montgomery downed 
Hoffman 71-61 in boys hoops action.  Bob 
Stillwagon led the Purple & Gold with 18 
points, followed by Tom Szatkowski 13, and 
Henry "Hank" Wortley 12. 1981-The Guvs 
basketball club nipped East Brunswick Tech, 
62-59 in overtime.  Frank Wahler starred by 
pouring in all 5 of his teams' points in OT, 
and leading all scorers with 26 points.  South 
Amboy's Ron Morgan pumped in 19 to lead 
EB Tech.  1995-Sayreville girls' basketball 
team won the St. Mary's Tournament, belt-
ing New Brunswick, 55-39.  Stephanie 
Allocco led the way with 25 points and 10 
steals.  Heidi Behrens scored 10 and grabbed 
13 rebounds for the champs.  2001-In the 
first round of the Bayshore Classic Girls 
Basketball Tournament, Cardinal McCar-
rick hammered Holmdel, 54-32.  Kaitlyn 
Katko pumped in 21 points, and Meghan 
Langan had a huge game with 14 points, 
17 blocks, and 19 rebounds.  Erin Kilduff 
added 12 points.  

Year-1987
Sport-Girls Basketball
Teams-Hoffman (24-0) vs. Bishop Ahr 
in GMCT championship game.
Recap-Coach Reggie Carney's powerhouse 
Lady Guvs blew by the Trojans, 73-46 to 
win the county title.  It was Hoffman's 62nd 
straight victory, and tournament MVP Lynn 
Ust fired in 22 points, and set the county scor-
ing record in the process.  Krissy Kuziemski 
scored 18 points and had 9 rebounds, Jenny 
Kuziemski scored 11, and Lisa Smith notched 
10 points, had 5 steals and 5 assists.
MVP-Lynn Ust.

Hoffman's Greatest Soccer Team
1978-Perhaps the greatest soccer squad 

in Hoffman/South Amboy HS history was 
Coach Tony Gonsalves' 1978 edition.  The 
Guvs racked up a terrific (17-5) record and 
went the farthest of any South Amboy soccer 
team, advancing to the CJ Group I finals, 
only to lose an OT heartbreaker to Mont-
gomery, 2-1.  Hoffman also made it to the 
MCT semifinals, bowing again in overtime 
to South Brunswick, 3-2.

Junior co-captain, Gerard Marrone said 
that his most memorable win was "Over 
powerful St. Joe's with Randy Neumann 
scoring both goals."  Coach Tony G's roster 
for this truly outstanding season was: Se-
niors-Co-Capt. Mike Diem, Marty Carey, 
Alex MacNeil, Paul McLaughlin, Randy 
Neumann, Mark Wahler.  Juniors-Co-Capt. 
Marrone, John Dragotta, Mickey Facendo, 
Bill Lewis, Tom O'Connor, Marty Veilleux, 
John Ziola.  Sophomores-Bob Aucone, 

Tom Mulligan, Mike Savin, Roy Dragotta.  
Freshmen-John Mulligan, Frank Wahler, 
Chris Mierzwiak.

The '78 club set several school records 
including best regular season record (15-3); 
best overall record (17-5); most individual 
goals in a season-Mark Wahler 26, eclipsing 
Jack Stratton's record of 20; most goals in a 
single game-Mark Wahler 5.

Mark Wahler was a 2nd team All-County 
selection, while standout goalkeeper, Mike 
Diem, and John Dragotta were Honorable 
Mentions.  All three were 1st Team All-
Conference choices.

The 1978 Governors made the Middle-
sex County's Top 8 list for the first time in 
school history.  This Purple & Gold team and 
its accomplishments on the field will never 
be forgotten.  Thanks for the memories.  You 
were simply outstanding!

45 Years Ago
South Amboy Beats Morgan

1963- The South Amboy Sabres Pop 
Warner football team mauled the Morgan 
Panthers, 31-0 in the 2nd Annual "Neigh-
borhood Bowl" game.  Speedster, Pat Mc-
Donough broke loose for a 55-yd. TD run, 
and Fred Poli plunged for the extra point for 
the Sabres first scoring of the day.  Tom "Red" 
Kelly scored on a 6-yd. TD run, making it 
13-0.  Norm Kilcomons got loose for a 6-yd. 
TD run to up the score to 19-0.  Kelly again 
scored on a 3-yd. run to make it Sabres 25 
Morgan 0.  McDonough was running full 
speed, as he raced 95-yards to pay dirt, for 
the final score in the game.  The scoreboard 
read: South Amboy 31 Morgan 0.

35 Years Ago
Eagles Bow In Final

1973-East Brunswick handed St. Mary's 
boys basketball team a tough 62-58 loss in 
the East Brunswick Holiday Tournament 
championship game.  Mark Clark topped 
the Saints with 17 points, followed by Joe 
Kolakowski 15, and Ray Lasko 11.

Krypel Sets Record
1973-Sayreville's Lori Krypel set a 

school record for floor exercise by scoring 
a 6.9.

70 Years Ago
Dec. 5, 1933-St. Mary's boys' basketball 

team opened its season against St. Michael's 
of Jersey City.  Tom Scully was the only re-
turning starter on Coach Charley Eppinger's  
Blue & Gold team.

25 Years Ago
1983-The Hoffman girls soccer team 

finished (3-10-3).  Junior Dottie Croddick led 
the team with 6 goals.  She was followed by 
Cindi DeFort 5, Nadine Puccio 3, and Amy 
Petrosky who had 2 goals and led the team 
with 5 assists.

Byrne Beats Guvs
1983-Jim Byrne's field goal with 0:05 

left gave St. Mary's a thrilling 48-47 victory 
over the Governors of Hoffman in Game #1 
of City Series basketball action. 

Do You Know?  
What was St. Mary's 10-foot tall mascot 

called?  What year was he created?  Who 
was the "first" mascot?  

The answers can be found below.

Answers
"Ollie" the Eagle was created in 1965, 

and was a fixture at all of the Eagles bas-
ketball games and pep rallies.  "Ollie" was 
portrayed by Harry White.

40 Years Ago-Back in 1968, Tom "Red" Kelly shoots a perfect jump shot to lead the St. 
Mary's Eagles basketball squad to another victory.

C.Y.O. Days
1960's
Grammar School Division

St. Mary's 43 Holy Rosary 10-Ron 
Croddick and Tom Gulick scored 15 points 
each.

Sacred Heart 42 St. James 22-Jay 
Thomas led the way with 21 points.
High School Division

St. Bernadette's 51 St. Andrew's 30-
Bruce Galetta popped in 20 points.

St. Mary's 52 St. John Vianney 46-Tom 
Downs topped SM with 12 points.

Sacred Heart 60 St. Lawrence 38-Bob 
Duffy paced the Hearts with 11 tallies.

Bayview Wins 
Skeetshooting

1987-Bayview Rod & Gun Club shoot-
ers upset heavily-favored Gawron's Skeet 
Club, 56-44.  Bayview's scoring was as 
follows: Jim Haley 10, Hugh Wilson 10, D. 
Haley 9, Bob Bowers 9, Ralph Zelesnick 8, 
John Tremmel 8, Haley 7, Jim McLean 7, 
Scott Waresk 7, Stan Szeszko 6, Bill Kehoe 
6, Charlie Tremmel 3.

Gawron's scoring: Joe Sabados 10, 
Tom Bennett 9, Gary Wolf 9, Bob Jessen 8, 
Geoff 6, Tom 3.

Horseshoe Tourney
1989-The South Amboy Recreation 

Dept. held a Horseshoe Tournament, and Ted 
Pavlonnis was crowned Singles Champion, 
defeating Mike Kelly Sr., 21-18 in an excit-
ing final game.  John Kenny and Mike Kelly 
Sr. captured the Doubles title, winning two 
straight in the best of 3 over Todd Zulin and 
Tony Grimaldi. 
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South Amboy's Johnny and Eddie O'Brien were probably the most famous twins in the 
world during the 1950's. 

The O'Brien Twins, Johnny and Eddie of the Pittsburgh Pirates were captured in this rare 
photo at the old Polo Grounds in New York prior to taking on the New York Giants baseball 
team.  (Photo courtesy of Julius Warzybok) 

In October, the O'Brien Twins were back in South Amboy for their 60th high school reunion, 
and also Cardinal McCarrick/St. Mary's Hall of Fame Induction Dinner.
Pictured following the induction are (l-r) Ed O'Brien, Jim Langan, Allie Clark, and John 
O'Brien.  (Photo by Tom Burkard) 

The O'Brien Twins-Part 2
By Tom Burkard

Johnny and Eddie O'Brien made major 
league history on May 10, 1953, when they 
became the first set of identical twins to play 
together in the majors, starting at shortstop 
and second base for the Pittsburgh Pirates 
in a game against the New York Giants at 
the old Polo Grounds. 

The twins have some really great memo-
ries of their days with Pittsburgh.  I asked 
them what Hall-of-Famer Roberto Clemente 
was like, and Johnny responded, "His locker 
was next to mine.  He was a hypochondriac.  
He'd come in, and you'd say 'How ya' doin,' 
and he'd say my back hurts.  That meant 
he would go out and get 4 line drives.  He 
started swinging, coming out of the dugout, 
and once went 46 games without getting a 
walk.  He was a free swinger.   Clemente 
would bat with his front foot almost like we 
used to call in the bucket.  He'd wind up and 
come roaring back into the ball.  He was a 
great defensive outfielder with a great arm."  
Eddie added that, "Paul Minor once walked 
Clemente, and we yelled out from the dugout 
that 'You've got to be the wildest pitcher in 
baseball to walk him. Our manager Danny 
Murtaugh once said that Clemente with that 
batting stance, if he wasn't afraid of the ball, 
would hit .500."  

Johnny said, "It was amazing how I 
ended up with my locker next to some great 
players.  Later in my career, when I played 

for the Milwaukee Braves, Henry Aaron's 
locker was right next to mine."

He continued, saying that, "I always 
wore number 4 because Lou Gehrig, my idol 
had worn it.  When we got to the Pirates, the 
clubhouse man asked what number I wanted, 
and I said 4.  He said you got it, if you could 
talk Ralph Kiner out of it.  So I wore number 
30 my first year.  I eventually got it down 
to #6."  Kiner, if you recall was one of the 
greatest home run sluggers in baseball in 
the late 1940's through early 1950's, and 
easily the Pirates franchise player.  He was 
elected to the Hall-of-Fame, and has been 
broadcasting New York Mets games since 
their initial season.

Eddie's favorite player as a youngster 
was Joe DiMaggio.  "I was a centerfielder, 
and never played a game in the infield until 
I came to Pittsburgh.  I was always an out-
fielder."  His favorite teammate was pitcher 
Dick Hall.  John's favorite teammates were 
Bob Skinner, Stan Lopata, Del Roach, and 
Billy Bruton.

When asked about the steroid problem 
in baseball today, Ed said, "Look at Hank 
Aaron.  He was 5-11, never weighed more 
than 175 pounds, and back in those days, 
we had a deader ball, bigger ballparks, and 
he hit all those home runs.  They let him 
bulk up.  Look at what's happening right 
now.  They took steroids basically out of 

He was a tough competitor. The fire never 
left his eyes.  His teammates said he was a 
decent fellow to play with."

Legendary baseball man, Branch Rickey 
was the GM of the Pittsburgh Pirates, and 
thought highly of the O'Briens, and they in 
turn respected him.  "He was one of the more 
unusual human beings you'd ever run into.  
He was a brilliant man.  He liked us and we got 
to spend time with him," said Ed.  "He'd take 
us out to his farm in Pennsylvania, and one 
day, we were shooting bow and arrows with 
his son "Twig."  One of the arrows almost hit 
one of Mr. Rickey's prize bulls," said Johnny 
as the twins both laughed hysterically, recall-
ing a hilarious memory.  Johnny continued, 
"When he found out, he came over and said, 
'Why don't we retire to the front lawn for a 
stimulating game of croquet, before they kill 
a bull."  Ed recalled Branch Rickey coming 
to Spring Training, "In Spring Training, he'd 
come out on Tuesday morning and talk to the 
team, but not about baseball.  He'd just get 
going, and you never knew what he would 
talk about."  Branch Rickey is also enshrined 
in the Hall of Fame, and was most famous 
for bringing Jackie Robinson to Brooklyn 
as the first African-American to play in the 
Major Leagues.

It's been a long time since the O'Brien 
twins starred at St. Mary's High School, 60 
years to be exact, but they are still doing 
great things, and along with their younger 
brother Jimmy "Troubles," O'Brien, are a 
true credit to society.  The three brothers, 
now in their 70's remain very active in 
charity work, especially "The Forgotten 
Children's Fund."

Since 1977, they've been making Christ-
mas a much brighter and happier time for the 
very poor and underprivileged youngsters 
in Seattle, Washington by providing them 
with gifts, and last year gave out over 900 
brand new bicycles.  Santa Claus andthe 
elves personally deliver the items to the 
children, many who live in poverty.  "The 
Forgotten Children's Fund" is busy all year 
long, and now has a ranch which was built 
in a western town with horses.  They bring 
mentally and physically challenged kids over 
the summer to the ranch, and teach them to 
ride horses.  They also bring burn victims in 
as well, and if they are unable to ride a horse, 
they are taken on hay rides.  According to 
Jimmy O'Brien, "Everybody is a volunteer, 
and nobody gets a dime.  We have to buy 
insurance, but 98% of every penny that comes 
in goes for the needy."

Johnny and Eddie O'Brien have not only 
excelled in sports but in all phases of their 
lives.  Jimmy retired as a Captain after 31 
years with the Kings County Sheriff's Dept.  
Now, even more importantly, they are mak-
ing the world a much better place for those 
who are down on their luck!  Congratula-
tions to our South Amboy natives Johnny, 
Eddie and Jimmy, for the wonderful work 
they are doing!  Thank you for taking the 
time for a most enjoyable interview, and 
may God Bless!   

baseball 2 years ago, and there's only one 
guy, Ryan Howard who hit 40 homers in the 
big leagues.  Even with a smaller ballpark, 
it's 20-25 home runs.  You blame the league 
strictly, because they wanted to see the big 
scoring games, because the American fan 
now wants to be entertained with runs, and 
not great pitching."

We then talked about Major League 
Baseball owners.  John said that, "A lot of 
owners today are not baseball people.  If they 
ran their businesses the way they ran baseball 
clubs, they'd be broke, but their egos to get 
a World Series ring on their finger is worth 
something."  Ed added that, "The ring was 
not that important or brought up that much 
when we played.  There were only 8 teams 
in the league, so you wanted to win.  Only 
2 teams went to the World Series, and that 
meant that you didn't work in the winter.  
That's what it was all about, an extra $12,000 
or so, plus the top four teams got a little piece 
of the action."

The twins both agreed that their favorite 
manager was Danny Murtaugh at Pittsburgh.  
John mentioned that, "Murtaugh was very 
good with the players.  If you had done 
something wrong, he never mentioned it in 
front of anyone else.  We both played for 
managers that cussed out players in front 
of other people."  "You always knew where 
you stood with him.  He told us that if you 
give me 100% of what you got everyday, 
you'll never hear from me.  If you don't, 
you will."

The brothers both pitched briefly in their 
careers, and ironically, the first batters they 
faced would go on to become Hall of Famers.  
Eddie faced baseball legend Stan Musial, 
who he retired on a fly ball to centerfield.  
The great Frank Robinson, was the first to 
bat against Johnny.  

In his first major league at bat, John 
struck out against Carl Erskine of the 
Brooklyn Dodgers.  As he was going back 
to the dugout, catcher Roy Campanella, who 
would also become a Hall of Famer, said to 
him, "Johnny, those basketballs don't curve 
do they?"

Eddie drew a walk in his premier at 
bat off of Robin Roberts, who went on to 
become a Hall of Famer as well.

On playing against Major League 
Baseball's first African-American player, 
Jackie Robinson, Ed said, "When we came 
to the Pirates, it was the end of his career, 
and word in the league was 'don't wake him.'  
He was not the subject of too many racial 
insults by this time."  Johnny stated that, "I 
spiked him once.  He blocked back, I slid in 
and caught him in the leg, and he dropped 
the ball.  He was charged with an error, and 
immediately said, 'My fault,' meaning it was 
his fault.  He left the field, and they rubbed 
some alcohol on his leg, he put another pair 
of pants on, and came back.  I said, 'I'm 
sorry, Jack,' and he said 'Don't worry, it was 
my fault.'  I got two congratulatory letters 
from fans for spiking him.  There was a lot 
of hatred going on, which was bad stuff.  
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WWW.?

Does anyone know what this is a photo of?  Send your answers to: satimes@aol.com.

WWW.? Winners
The answer to last month's WWW.? 

mystery photo is Jesse Selover School in 
Morgan.

Congratulations to the following win-
ners who correctly identified the school: 
Marian Mills, Kathy Skarzynski, Bob Allen, 
Walter & Rita Nowak, Jake & Luke Allen, 
Chris Pelletier, Stella Pluskota, and Arlene 
Rondeau, who wrote, "My kids attended this 
school.  It was great with terrific teachers.  
Mr. Singer was principal at the time.  I was 
kind of sorry to see it close."  Two readers 
incorrectly guessed that the picture showed 
Emma Arleth School in Sayreville. 

Photo Caption 
Winner

Last Month's photo taken by Brian 
Stratton showed South Amboy soccer 
player, Rusty Shamborovsky, in mid-air 
heading the ball toward the goal which was 
defended by Cardinal McCarrick's goalie, 
Mike Nardone.  

In the contest to name the caption, Jerry 
Smith of South Amboy was selected the win-
ner with his caption, "Keep your head in the 
game."  Great job, Jerry, and congratulations!  
See photo below.

Dear Neighbors & Fellow Firefight-
ers:

Once again, it is that time of year to 
hold our holiday benefit.  This year's event 
will be held in honor of a friend and fellow 
brother Christian McCarthy of Morgan Fire 
Co. #1 in Sayreville, NJ.  He is currently 
battling cancer.

We will be holding this year's fundraiser 
to help raise money to defray the cost of 
his medical expenses.  For a $1 donation, 
children can visit and have their pictures 
taken with Santa.

This holiday benefit will take place on 
December 18th and 20th from 6pm to 9pm 
at 217 South Pine Avenue in South Amboy.  
Any other donations will be greatly ap-
preciated.  Checks, made payable to Bill 
Leveille c/o Christian McCarthy, will also 
be accepted.

Help fill the boot for a worthy cause 
and make a difference for him at Christ-
mas-time.

Thank you,
Firefighter Bill Leveille & Family

Dear Tom,
The St. Vincent de Paul Society of St. 

Mary Church, South Amboy was faced with 
the most difficult times we have seen in 20 
years.  Our pantry shelves and freezers were 
at a bare minimum.  The families in need 
rose 25% since Sept. 2008.  We reached 
out to the community of South Amboy's 
organizations and its citizens.  The response 
has been overwhelming.  It is impossible to 
list all the individuals who donated, but here 
is a list of the organizations who donated to 
our Thanksgiving food drive: Ancient Order 
of Hibernians Division 1; American Legion 
Post 62; Knights of Columbus 426; Munici-
pal Employees Association; FHRM, LLC; 
South Amboy PBA #63; S.A.N.D.; South 
Amboy City Hall Employees; South Amboy 
Schools; South Amboy Elks; Joe Vrola, Inc.; 
St. Bernadette's Parish; St. Mary's Parish; 
Middlesex County Realtors Association; 
Curves of South Amboy.  

Not only were we able to fulfill all the 
Thanksgiving requests, but the donations 
we received filled our pantry for Christmas.  
I would be remiss if I did not mention two 
people.  First, Jack O'Leary, whose efforts 
raised many contributions, and Father Den-
nis Weezorak, Pastor of St. Mary Church, 
who has supported our food pantry since his 
arrival at St. Mary's.

Thank you to everyone for all your con-
tributions and support.  We thank you all.

Rocky Kusic 

Dear Friends & Classmates of SMHS
Thank you for your donation to the 

"Gathering Place" at our Reunion in October.  
We appreciate your support which enables us 
to continue our work for the people of God.  
You are and will be part of our community 
and our life prayers.

Gratefully,
Sister Louise Gorka (St. Mary's Class 

of 1950 and Sister Peggy

Hi Tom, 
Sign me up for another year.  You're 

my connection to my hometown. Happy 
Holidays!

Dr. Tom Wronski, Florida
(Formerly of SA)

Dear Tom,
Thank you for the newspapers I re-

quested.  The last issue was a memorable 
one, well done and one meant to share and 
save.  Through your newspaper, our extended 
family has learned much about the O'Briens 
birthplace and their years growing up.

We often think of our time in South Am-
boy in October.  Seeing so many old friends 
and being treated royally.  Your newspaper 
and wonderful photos will keep the memories 
alive and for that, we THANK you.

Sincerely, Jeanne & Jack O'Brien
Seattle, Washington (Formerly of SA)

Tom, 
I look forward to reading The SA Times 

every month.  Keep up the good work!
Barbara Gecek, South Carolina
(Formerly of South Amboy)

Dear Tom,
Please renew my subscription to The 

SA Times.  Thanks for keeping me up to 
date on my hometown.

Sincerely, Joy (Kurtz) Sumski
(Formerly of South Amboy)
 
Dear Sir,
Enclosed is a check for $20 for a 1-

year subscription to The SA Times.  It's an 
excellent paper!

Theresa Milligan, Las Vegas, Nevada
(Formerly of the area)

Dear Editor,
Your WWW.? was an easy one this time.  

It was a picture of Jesse Selover Elementary 
School, which now houses the Sayreville 
Board of Ed. 

Love your paper!
Arlene Rondeau, Morgan

Dear Tom,
With the enclosed check, of $40, please 

extend my subscription for the next 2 years 
for your great newspaper!

Billy Holton

Dear Publisher,
I called in regards to having a subscrip-

tion sent to someone living out of the area.  
Enclosed please find a check in the amount 
of $20 for the subscription.  I thoroughly 
enjoy The SA Times, and I know they will, 
because they lived in this area a long time 
before moving.  Thank You,

Julia Novak, Sayreville 

Dear Editor,
As Postmaster of South Amboy and 

Laurence Harbor, I know my customers lead 
busy lives and the last thing they have time 
to do is wait on line.  That is why I am so 
pleased to let them know they do not need 
to wait on the line at the Post Office again 
this holiday season or any season!

That's right; any postal customer with 
a computer can visit the Postal Service's 
website www.usps.com.  It's literally just 
like a "Post Office at your Fingertips."  Usps.
com enables users to buy stamps online, 
print mailing labels with or without postage, 
request free package pickup, track packages, 
confirm deliveries, send shipments around 
the world, design customized postage, and 
order free environmentally friendly packag-
ing.  Almost anything you can do at a Post 
Office, you can do on-line, 24/7, from the 
convenience of a home or office computer.

Need just stamps to send out holiday 
cards?  Customers purchasing stamps should 
know that there are alternate locations where 
they can make their purchase all within a 2 
mile radius of South Amboy/Laurence Har-
bor.  (List locations by going on www.usps.
com, then click on locate a post office, click 
on alternate locations to purchase stamps, 
all locations within a 2 mile radius will be 
listed, copy, cut and paste here).

Stamps can also be purchased by 
mail-customers don't even have to leave 
their home or office if they order stamps by 
mail.  A postage paid order form is available 
from your letter carriers.  Stamps can also 
be ordered by telephone at 800-STAMP-24 
(800-782-6724).  There is a small handling 
fee with this option.

For those South Amboy/Laurence Har-
bor postal customers who need to conduct 
complicated transactions such as sending a 
letter Registered Mail or a package COD, 
please visit us at South Amboy/Laurence 
Harbor Post Office during retail hours: 
South Amboy Mon-Fri. 9 a.m.-7 p.m.; Sat. 
9 a.m.-4 p.m.   Laurence Harbor-Mon.-Fri. 
9 a.m.-4:30 p.m.; Sat.-9 a.m.-12 noon.

Happy Holidays!
Postmaster Tom Wilson

Dear Editor,
Thank you so much for "taking me home 

each month."  Enclosed is my check of $20 
for renewal of my subscription.  We don't 
want to miss an issue!

Sincerely, Mary Kress Wright
(Formerly of A), Columbia, Maryland

South Amboy Governors' superstar soccer 
player, Rusty Shamborovsky was the 
Middlesex County scoring champion with 81 
points, leading the county in goals with 32, 
and finishing #2 in assists with 17.  (Photo 
by Brian Stratton)

2008 Boys Soccer 

All-Area Soccer
The 2008 All-Area Boys, and Girls 

soccer teams were selected by Home News 
Tribune.  Local boys honored were: 1st Team-
Kene Eze, Sayreville, who is only a junior 
and already the Bombers' all-time scoring 
king.  3rd Team-Rusty Shamborovsky, South 
Amboy, easily won the Middlesex County 
scoring title with 81 points, and was also 
#1 in goals scored with 32, and #2 in assists 
with 17; Sean Mosser, Sayreville was also a 
3rd team choice scoring 5 goals and getting 
4 assists for 14 points.

Honorable Mentions were: Sayreville-
Scott Monaghan, Robert Pizzi, Mitchell 
Pokrywa; South Amboy-Dave Tucka, Diego 
Cuello, Christian Geant, Luke O'Connor, 
Domenick Couvertier; Cardinal McCarrick-
Chris Simon.

The All-Area Girls soccer team's local 
girls chosen were: 1st Team-Jolise Aponte, 
Sayreville, who finished 4th in scoring and 
tied for #4 in goals in the county.  2nd Team-
Audrey Gagnon, South Amboy, who had 15 
goals and 38 points.  3rd Team-Casey Jukus, 
South Amboy, who finished #3 in scoring 
with 52 points, and #3 in goals with 24; 
Heather Roy, Sayreville, who score 15 goals 
and had 35 points.

Finals Statistics
South Amboy (13-5), Gold Division 

Champs (10-0); Sayreville (10-9); Cardinal 
McCarrick (2-12).

Most Points-Shamborovsky, SA 81 (#1 
in county); Eze, Sayr 52 (#4 in county); 
Tucka, SA 47 (#5 in county); Cuello, SA 
36; Geant, SA 35. 

Most Goals-Shamborovsky 32 (#1 in 
county); Eze 24 (#4 in county); Tucka 13; 
Geant  13; Cuello 13.

Most Assists-Tucka 21 (#1 in county); 
Shamborovsky 17 (#2 in county); Cuello 
10; Geant 9; Eze 8.
Girls Final Statistics

Sayreville (14-5), tied for White Divison 
title (8-2); South Amboy (11-9); Cardinal 
McCarrick (10-8-1).

Most Points-Jukus, SA 52 (#3 in coun-
ty); Aponte, Sayr 48 (#4 in county); Gagnon, 
SA 38 (#9 in county) Roy, Sayr 35; Amanda 
Murray, Cardinal McCarrick 31.

Most Goals-Jukus 24 (#3 in county); 
Aponte 20 (tied for #4 in county); Gagnon 
15 (tied for #10 in county); Roy 15 (tied for 
#10 in county).

Most Assists-Aponte 8; Gagnon 8; 
Amanda Mathisen, Sayr 6; Roy 5.
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During a recent visit to IHOP on Route 36 in 
Keyport, Santa Claus took the time to visit 
with his helper, 10-year old Kazia Moore. 
(Photo by Tom Burkard)

This plaque at Yankee Stadium honors the 
April 20, 2008 Papal Mass celebrated by 
Pope Benedict XVI.  The photo was taken 
by Al McLaughlin of Parlin, who was on one 
of the final tours of Yankee Stadium before it 
closed at the end of the 2008 season.

Sayreville High's 60th Reunion
By Bonnie Downs

Richard Servis, Stan Brys and a small 
committee hosted a 60th Reunion for Sayre-
ville H.S. Class of 1948.  Members came 
from Mill Valley, California, Pennsylvania, 
Massachusetts, Dover, Delaware, Texas and 
several from Florida, and of course, many 
from New Jersey.

A full course dinner was served at the 
Buttonwood Manor in Matawan, with gifts 
of flowers, CD's and pictures for each of the 
class members.  Dinner music was enjoyed 
by everyone, and the famous Al Watson 
entertained the group.

The members of the Class of 1948 gradu-
ated from high school during the era when 
Sayreville H.S. students first enlisted in the 
armed forces.  In prior years, before the high 

school (now know as Wilson Elementary 
School) was built, students attended South 
River High School and South Amboy High 
School.

This was a magnificent afternoon which 
was well planned by a few and enjoyed by 
all.  Thanks to the terrific committee!

The Sayreville War Memorial Class of 1948 celebrated its 60th class reunion at the Buttonwood 
Manor.  It was a lovely afternoon arranged by Mr. Richard Servis and his committee.

SA Native Authors 
Cookbook

South Amboy native, Elaine Scott, better 
known in this area as Elaine Holton, who 
graduated from St. Mary's Grammar School 
in 1961, attended St. Mary's High for 2 years, 
and graduated from Hoffman High School 
in 1965, has authored her first book, and it 
sounds like a bona fide winner!  

Elaine, a highly-talented writer has 
recently taken on the challenge of writing a 
book, and has signed a contract with Pub-
lish America for her work titled, "You Can 
Do It!  The Budget-Friendly Cookbook."  
Scott's tome features 201 Comfort-Food 
recipes, comforting to any budget, plus 
reflections, homespun advice, food facts 
and food trivia.

In this time of ever-soaring inflation, 
the largest segment of our population, the 
middle class, is struggling to make ends 
meet.  Yet, most cookbooks available on 
the market today contain recipes using high-
priced ingredients, unaffordable to people 
who must live on a budget.

As everyone deserves to eat well, not 
just those with unlimited means, "You Can 
Do It!" was written to show how it can be 
done.  There are no expensive ingredients 
contained in this cookbook.  No goat cheese.  
No gourmet pastas.  No "top of the line" 
meats.  No organically grown vegetables.  
No anything with a "pricey" sticker.  All of 
the recipes use just common ingredients for 
an uncommonly good taste.

This is a cookbook actually for every-
one, rich, poor, and in between, who loves to 
eat delicious "old-time" food.  Saving money 
and beating the system are extra bonuses.

Elaine, who resides in Marietta, Georgia 
with her husband Bob share their home with 
their 3 cats, Holly, Suzie, and Little Girl, as 
well as the newest member of their family, 
Nicky, a Black Bear Hamster.  Elaine Scott 
has been a popular feature writer for The 
South Amboy-Sayreville Times for 5 years, 
sending her stories via e-mail every month 
for your reading pleasure.

To order your copy of "You Can Do It," 
go to publishamerica.com.

Knightly News
By Steve Schmid

The South Amboy Knights of Columbus 
Council 426 are holding its New Year's Eve 
Party Wednesday, Dec. 31 at the Council 
Home at 308 Fourth St.  The cost of $40 
includes buffet, open bar, music, and danc-
ing.  Local residents can ring in the New 
Year without having to navigate New Jersey's 
busy highways at a very affordable cost.  For 
more information call Al at 646-208-3283 
or Mike at 917-903-5427.

The South Amboy Knights have also 
given their annual Christmas donations to 
Sacred Heart and St. Mary's Church as part 
of the effort to support the local churches.  
The Knights have also donated food and 
money to the two churches food pantries 
for the holiday season.  In addition, they 
have supported the South Amboy First Aid 
Squad, and are always interested in helping 
community groups as a Catholic fraternal 
organization.  The Knights are always seek-
ing new members who wish to participate in 
assisting their efforts at community service.  
For information about membership or if 
you're interested in renting the hall for special 
occasions, please call 732-721-2025.

Tales Of South 
Amboy

The Sadie Pope Dowdell Library of 
South Amboy would like to thank the fol-
lowing for their sponsorship during the Tales 
of South Amboy fundraiser: Raritan Bay 
Federal Credit Union, Bayshore Fitness & 
Wellness Center, the Blue Moon, Copyshop 
of South Amboy, Cornucopia Cruise Line, 
Freeholder Dalina, Bob and Zusette Dato, 
the Dowdell Library Board of Trustees, 
Foodtown of South Amboy, Jeanette Luc-
ciola, Midlantic Property Management, 
Mimi Pichey, Mary Rager, photographer Gail 
Tanski, the artist John Vona, Amboy’s Fresh 
Garden, Bake & More, Susan Cerbone of 
Weichert Realtors, Fords Jewelers, Harold’s 
New York Deli Restaurant, Jacqueline’s 
Florist, Kimber Dry Cleaners, New Jersey 
Devils, Regal Limousine Car Service, Alan 
Siegel, Esq., La Bonbonniere Bake Shoppe, 
Delio’s Pizza Shop, Dunkin Donuts / Baskin 
Robbins 

of South Amboy, Frango BBQ, Grace’s 
Delicatessen and Catering, Krauser’s of 717 
Bordentown Avenue, 101 N. Broadway and 
200 N. Broadway, Monticello Bistro Café, 
National Amusements Hazlet Multiplex 
Cinemas, Somerset Patriots, Target of Mid-
dletown, Wegmans Woodbridge; plus local 
newspapers and anonymous sponsors.

Library Director Elaine R. Gaber men-
tioned that everyone who supported this very 
special event influenced South Amboy’s 
future.  Due to this marvelous support, the 
library will be able to continue preserving 
and digitizing South Amboy’s historical 
archives! 

KEEP CHRIST
IN CHRISTMAS

Elaine Scott
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Sayreville’s Ashley McQuade (left) finished her Bishop Ahr High School gymnastics career 
with three team state championships and four GMC championships. Ashley and six other 
graduating seniors will pass the torch to a group of talented underclassmen featuring two St. 
Mary Elementary School grads and current BGAHS sophomores, Meghan Larkin (center) 
and Melody Smith, both of whom figured prominently in this year’s success.

McQuade Finishes 
Stellar Career 

Bishop Ahr High School’s Ashley Mc-
Quade of Sayreville ended her high school 
gymnastics career on November 15 at the 
NJSIAA individual competition held at 
Hunterdon Central High School. 

Since her freshman season, Ashley 
has been a mainstay on arguably the most 
dominant high school gymnastics program 
in New Jersey history. During her four years 
as a Trojan, her teams have won the state 
championship three times. 

This year with her team coming off a 
North 2 sectional win, McQuade and com-
pany went to states looking for an unprece-
dented sixth straight NJSIAA title. However, 
Bishop Ahr saw its streak snapped by Pascack 
Regional High School (113.025-111.975) on 
Saturday, November 14 and placed second 
in the field of ten qualifying teams.

Congratulations go out to Ashley Mc-
Quade!

Have a
Super-Fine

2009
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• TANK REMOVAL • INSTALLATION
• TANK TESTING • SANDFILL

• ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES

ADVANCED
SITE
IMPROVEMENTASI (732)

566-0281

Obituaries
Alvarez, Manuel, 62, of Sayreville died 

on Nov. 13.
Arcaro, Joseph R., 92, of Parlin died 

on Dec. 10.
Ardanowski, Celia, 95, of Sayreville 

died on Nov. 25.
Auriemmo, Joanne Brown, 65, formerly 

of South Amboy died on Nov. 23.
Barbarino, John, 74, of South Amboy 

died on Dec. 3.
Baxter, Robert, 73, of South Amboy 

died on Nov. 25.
Billetz, Andrew, 80, of Parlin died on 

Nov. 25.
Bloodgood, Glen, 47, of South Amboy 

died on Nov. 15.
Caffrey, Aileen, 82, of Sayreville died 

on Dec. 1.
Conway, Evelyn M., 80, South Amboy 

died on Dec. 6.
DeFranco Vella, Rosalie, 65, of Sayre-

ville died on Dec. 6.
Downs, Rosemary Wenzel, 74, of South 

Amboy died on Nov. 18.
Durynski, William H. Jr., 70, of Morgan 

died on Dec. 9.
Golaszewski, Anna Maciorowski, 88, 

of Sayreville died on Nov. 27.
Gorman, Thomas P., 84, of Sayreville 

died on Dec. 7.
Kieffer, Jorge G., 67, of South Amboy 

died on Dec. 8.
Kimball, Mary M., 85, of Morgan died 

on Dec. 9.
Lang, Helen B., 98, formerly of South 

Amboy died on Nov. 21.
Lukacs, Michael J. Jr., 88, of Parlin 

died on Dec.11.
Maliszewski, Carol A. McCloud, 62, of 

Morgan died on Dec. 8.
Mason, Anne M., 85, formerly of South 

Amboy died on Dec. 10.
Muller, Patricia, 71, of South Amboy 

died on Nov. 14.
Mundy, Allan M., 86, formerly of South 

Amboy died on Nov. 16.
Nieltopp, Madeline C. "Mattie," 77, of 

South Amboy died on Nov. 28.
Nowell, Josephine, 81, of Parlin died 

on Nov. 21.
Peralta, Alfonso, 76, of Sayreville died 

on Nov. 17.
Perepolka, Maran A., 92, of Sayreville 

died on Dec. 5.
Prusakowski, John J., 72, formerly of 

Sayreville died on Nov. 20.
Rodriguez, Laurnetino Jr., 78, of South 

Amboy died on Dec. 8.
Rudd, Eileen M., 83, of Parlin died on 

Nov. 22.
Schlueter, Bernhard G., 82, of South 

Amboy died on Nov. 14.
Skarzynski, David J., 63, formerly of 

Sayreville died on Dec. 7.
Stani, Charles L., 55, of Parlin died on 

Nov. 28.
Tripona, Arthur "Archie," 79, of Morgan 

died on Nov. 28.
Wagner, Marle A., 70, of Morgan died 

on Dec. 10.
Zaczek, Joseph A. Sr., 74, formerly of 

Sayreville died on Nov. 22.
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South Amboy Councilman/veteran, Russ Stillwagon (r) gets ready to toss a memorial wreath 
into the Raritan Bay, as Commander David Dill and members of the American Legion Luke A. 
Lovely Post #62 of South Amboy remember deceased veterans during the Legion's Annual 
Pearl Harbor Memorial Service at the South Amboy Boat Ramp.  (Photo by Tom Burkard)
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Exercising outdoors in cold weather can 
be exhilarating.  Even if skiing isn't your 
all-time favorite sport, you can have just 
as much fun running, cycling, or walking 
in winter time.  Winter sunlight can revive 
your spirits, and exercise in the cool, crisp 
air can relieve the stress and tension related 
to the busy holidays. 

There are special considerations to re-
member for cold weather exercise.  Athletes 
may not be aware of the loss of fluids in cold 
weather, but the loss is real and potentially 
dangerous.  Athletes have similar hydration 
needs year round, but many of them simply 
don't drink enough fluids during the winter 
months.  Sports nutrition experts advise ath-
letes to drink about 1 quart of non-caffeinated 
fluids for every 1,000 calories expended each 
day.  "Drink 2 cups of fluid 2 hours before 
exercise and at least 4-6 ounces of fluid every 
15-20 minutes during exercise."

Don't overdose.  Exercise raises body 
temperature significantly and even a mod-
erate workout can make you feel as if it's 
30 degrees warmer.  The answer to this is 
wearing several layers of loose-fitting thin 
layers of clothes.  The first layer should 
be thermal underwear made of fabric that 
draws perspiration away from your body.  
That layer should not be cotton, as cotton 
holds moisture next to your skin and makes 
you feel cold and clammy.  Your middle 
layer should be a synthetic turtleneck and 
wool sweater.  Sweat pants or lycra tights 
worn over thermals will help keep your legs 
warm.  If precipitation is evident, your outer 
jacket should be waterproof, wind-resistant, 
yet breathable.  Or for a short workout in 
dry weather, just an ordinary windbreaker 
would be suitable.

Zippers make clothes more adaptable 
for controlling the amount of air you let in 
or for removing quickly.  Mittens are warmer 
than gloves.  Fingers resting against each 
other stay warmer than fingers separated 
by the added air surface between fingers 
on gloves.

Headgear is important since you lose 
so much heat through your head.  Be sure 
to wear good running shoes, with enough 
support and cushion.

ST CLAIRE NOVENA
Ask St. Claire for these favors, 1 business, 2 

impossible.  Say 9 Hail Mary’s for 9 days with lighted 
candles.  Pray whether you believe in it or not.  Publish 
on the 9th day.  May the Sacred Heart of Jesus be 
praised, adored and glorified today and every day.  
Request will be granted no matter how impossible it 
may seem.  Publication must be promised.  B.B.

Yuletide Is
Happiness

By Mary Fogarty
c. 1966

Christmas is a wreath of holly
And young ones with their faces 
jolly
Candy canes and Christmas trees
Toys and gifts wrapped up to please
Merry eyes and crimson cheeks
And words of joy when old friends 
meet
Merry Christmas through the years
Joy and laughter and some tears
Down the ages it has come
From the heavens it has rung
Peace on earth, good will to men
And it echoes back again
And as long as time shall last
Be it present, future, past
Down eternity it will ring
As man pays tribute to his King.
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Linda (l) and Bill Garnett (r) of South Amboy are pictured at Captain Tony's Bar in Key West, 
Florida.  The photo was taken in front of one of the original election signs.  Notice all the 
business cards tacked all over the walls.  (Photo courtesy of Bill Garnett)

Congratulations to the Sure Hit Home Improvements softball team for winning the Old 
Bridge Men's Sunday Fall League championship.  The best of 3 series was played at 
Veterans Park in Old Bridge, Nov. 23rd.  Sure Hit outlasted 19 other teams to capture its 
3rd consecutive championship in this league.  Players pictured top row (l-r) (Team Sponsor) 
Thomas Ryan, Steve Lopez, Patrick Riporti, Dennis Leonard, Chuck Ford, Gary Aich, Bob 
Prusakowski.  Bottom row (l-r) Tracy Chodkiewicz, Mike Walker, Matt Ryan, Patrick Kiernan, 
Chuck Prusakowski, Travis McCray.  (Photo courtesy of Kathy Lopez)

A Legend Never Dies
By Bill Garnett

The legendary Captain Tony Tarracino, 
former Central Jersey resident, former Mayor 
of Key West, Florida, former charter boat 
captain, saloon owner, and still a visionary 
character, who for years brought attention 
to Key West, died peacefully, Nov. 1, 2008 
at age 92.

A self-proclaimed gun runner and ladies 
man, Tony arrived in Key West in the back 
of a milk truck in 1946.  He was beaten 
severely by the mob and left for dead in 
his hometown of Elizabeth, NJ.  He and his 
brother devised a way to scheme money off 
people by playing the ponies.

On the run, he sought refuge in the 
southern most part of the continental United 
States, just 90 miles from Cuba, where he 
prospered for the next 62 years.  He became 
the owner of Captain Tony's in 1965.  Lo-
cated on Green St., it was the former Sloppy 
Joe's before they moved around the corner 
to Duval St.  He sold the establishment in 

1989.  On many occasions, the Captain 
would come back to greet old friends and 
make new ones, especially the girls.  Young 
ladies would stand in line just to have their 
pictures taken with him, just like young 
children do with Santa Claus.

Captain Tony befriended a young musi-
cian named Jimmy Buffett, and was one of 
the first bar owner to hire Jimmy to entertain 
in his bar.  Jimmy returned the favor, and 
went on to campaign for Capt. Tony in his 
successful bid for Mayor in '89.  Buffett 
recorded the song, "Last Mango In Paris" in 
the Captain's honor.  The refrain goes, "I ate 
the last mango in Paris, took the last plane 
out of Saigon, hopped a first class boat to 
China, and Jimmy there is still so much to 
be done."  This is one of my favorite Jimmy 
Buffett songs, and I was really surprised to 
see these words on the wall in the men's 
room.  Just like the song goes, encased in a 

wooden frame, with no glass.  Now, I thought 
to myself, for a brief moment, I wish I had 
my camera with me, no wait!  It's a bad 
idea.  I was glad I was back in my room at 
the Ambrosia on Flemming St.

If you ever go to Key West, get on over 
to Captain Tony's on a Friday or Saturday 
night.  The place rocks with good old time 
performers playing sounds from the 60's and 
70's like "Born To Be Wild" by Steppenwolf 
and "House of The Rising Sun" by The 
Animals.  It's a great hangout for the locals 
and vacationers alike.

On July 3, 2003, Capt. Tony was awarded 
the Mel Fisher Lifetime Achievement Award 
for both personal lifetime achievements and 
also for his many years of friendship with 
the late Mel Fisher.  Capt. Tony supported 
Mel Fisher in his quest of 16 years to find the 
richest-ever sunken Spanish Galleon "The 
Atocha."  Ending on July 20, 1985, in Mel 

Fisher's famous words, "We found the mother 
load, a $450 million treasure cache.

Captain Tony was a fishing captain and 
gritty action guy, who ran many a gambling 
trip back in the day to Cuba, Haiti, and 
the Bahamas.  Compassionate and a true 
romantic, the salty philosopher spent his 
final hours with his wife and many children 
by his side.  He passed away at Lower Keys 
Medical Center.  A funeral Mass was held 
on Nov. 8, 2008 at St. Mary's Star of the Sea 
R.C. Church, with Father Baker and Father 
Tony Mullane officiating.

When I return to Captain Tony's this 
February, I know I will envision him sit-
ting over in the corner on his stool, greeting 
patrons as they come and go.

A legend never dies.
*Some information contributing to this 

story was obtained from previous articles 
written by Mandy Bolen, Staff Writer, Key 
West Citizen.
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Pets Corner
Photos By Tom Burkard

Sugar Bolk, a 10-year old Jack Russell gets into the Thanksgiving spirit by wearing a fancy 
fall wreath.  Sugar is owned by Ed & Nancy Bolk of Parlin.   

Itsy (l) and Bitsy Bolk (r) relax after Thanksgiving dinner.  Itsy is a 13-year old Siamese cat, 
and Bitsy is a 14-year old Siamese.  They are owned by Ed & Nancy Bolk of Parlin. 

Dieker Farm
continued from page 1

payments to the landowner, Margaret Dieker, 
over a 15-year period.  The farm, established 
in 1903, is operated by her son Jim Dieker, 
who along with his wife Jeanne began the 
task of getting the farmland preserved back 
in 2003.

Assemblyman John S. Wisniewski, who 
was instrumental in securing the preserva-
tion, said, "Protecting the last farm in the 
19th Legislative District was a team effort 
that involved every level of government.  
The successful preservation of the Dieker 
farm ensures that another small piece of 
New Jersey's agricultural heritage will not 
be paved over and will remain farmland for 
generations to come."

Sayreville Mayor Kennedy O'Brien 
said, "The Dieker Farm is an important part 
of Sayreville's history and reminds us all that 
this was once a sleepy, rural community, dot-
ted by farms.  I want to thank Jim Dieker and 
his mother, both of whom are committed to 
ensuring the farm will always remain a local 

source for fresh produce, as well as Renny 
Travisano, a friend of the Dieker family for 
generations, who sparked the dialogue that 
led to the preservation of this farm."

Under the preservation program, land-
owners still own their land, but sell the right 
to develop it.  Hope Gruzlovic of the state 
Agriculture Development Committee said 
that, "The owners agree to permanent deed 
restrictions that protect the land from being 
used for anything other than agriculture.  
The owners can sell the land with the deed 
restrictions, but any future owners would 
have to abide by that."  

The State Agriculture Development 
Committee administers New Jersey's Farm-
land Preservation Program.  More than 1,700 
farms covering approximately 170,000 
acres have been preserved under the state 
Farmland Preservation Program, including 
46 farms covering approximately 4,500 acres 
in Middlesex County.

A Gift of Love

“DJ” Meyers,
a 4-year old dachshund (center)
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A TRUE SOUTH AMBOY CHRISTMAS 
STORY -  AND NOBODY SHOOTS

THEIR EYE OUT!
By Henny The DJ

To get from upper David Street where 
our childhood home was to upper Henry 
Street just around the corner is no more than 
a ten minute drive, round trip .You wouldn’t 
think a distance and a time so short could 
provide the ingredients for a family legend 
that would rival the impact of Ralphie’s 
quest for a Red Ryder BB gun in terms of 
Christmas lore, would you? But, that’s why 
this is the perfect South Amboy Christmas 
story. It could only happen here.

I give you the prototypical early ex-
tended family Christmas evening scenario: 
presents opened, meals eaten, TV ballgames 
being watched, easy familiar conversation, 
beer cans being emptied, and young children 
covertly crawling around the living room 
floor entangled in shards of jagged, crinkly 
Christmas wrapping paper. Everyone is a 
little sleepy from the day and previous night’s 
excitement, but content and happy to be with 
kith and kin on the most significant, holy and 
family centered day of the year.

And there many years ago at my parents’ 
house on upper David Street snug in this self 
same setting were my parents, sister, my two 
brothers, our collective spouses and children 
and me on this most memorable Christmas 
evening. Eventually, It was time for someone 
to drive over to Henry Street to pick up my 
grandmother, Nanny Dooling, and bring her 
back to enjoy the rest of the evening with 
us. The Nanny Dooling in whose house 
my brother Eddie and I were raised when 
my father was in the Army in World War 
II. The Nanny Dooling whose loving and 
giving qualities we were just beginning to 
appreciate now that we had children and 
responsibilities of our own. And even though 
it was usually Eddie who usually stepped 
up to the plate when it came to doing the 
more bothersome chores around the house, 
this time it was decided that John and I, the 
flakiest of the brood,  would together go 
off to get Nanny and thereby unknowingly 
become the protagonists in this unfolding 
Christmas saga.

Since it was a snowy and icy Christmas 
evening John and I had to be very careful 
assisting my grandmother down the long 
set of steps that are common to the older 

houses in town. However, we took our time, 
got nanny in the car, made a k-turn down at 
the dead end of Henry Street by the railroad 
tracks, and headed back home. We were 
stopped at Feltus Street ready to make a 
left turn to go the one block up to David 
Street when we spotted that the tavern that 
was then called “”The Place was open, and 
one of us, John will say it was him, and I 
will say it was me, asked my grandmother 
jokingly if she wanted to go into the tavern 
for a Christmas beer. And Nanny Dooling, 
well into her late 70’s, called our bluff and 
replied,” If we don’t have to go up any steps, 
it’s a great Idea!”

What a wonderful idea! We took a 
parking spot right in front, went in, grabbed 
three seats right in the middle of the bar, 
said hello to the bartender, and ordered three 
short, cold draft beers, thinking it we would 
all down one quick glass and then go right 
home, but because it was South Amboy there 
was invariably someone there that we knew. 
This night it was Bill Dill and he was nice 
enough to come over and say hello to my 
grandmother and John and to me. He bought 
us all a beer and just like all the Dills and 
Bloodgoods in town that I have ever known, 
Eddie or Charlie or Yickie or Leroy or Bobby 
or Pinkie, he was friendly and warm and 
took the time to make all of us feel special 
and by virtue of his kindness make this a 
very special night. So special that after we 
bought Bill a drink back, played the jukebox, 
shot the breeze and had a few more brews, 
close to an hour had gone by and then all of 
a sudden we hit the panic button. Imagine 
kidnapping your own grandmother to go out 
boozing on Christmas night! We’d better get 
Nanny and get home quick!

As you can imagine, initially there was 
hell to pay for our lack of simply calling home 
to let everyone know of our whereabouts, 
but my grandmother’s unbridled joy that 
night  and the subsequent embellishment in 
the telling and retelling of the story every 
Christmas day has only resulted in the rest of 
the family who stayed at home that evening 
wish that they were in on “Nanny Dooling’s 
Christmas Caper.”       Merry Christmas! 
 Henny the Dj@aol.com

Pictured (l-r) are Ed O'Brien, newly inducted Eagles Hall of Famer, Bill "Biff" McKeon, Jack 
O'Brien, and Jim "Troubles" O'Brien, having fun after the induction ceremonies.  (Photo 
by Tom Burkard)

Where Did Ricky 
Go?

By Dennis O'Leary

Where have you been, Ricky?
Your friends would like to know
They talk about you now and then,
"Where did Ricky go?"
Wasn't someone chasing you?
It must have been a thrill
To run around the corner,
To climb up on that hill.
Yes, you know we miss you,
Your sweet and goofy smile
On quiet days you still come through
It sure has been awhile
But don't look back, just look ahead
The water flows downstream
And sometimes now it just seems like
A strange enchanted dream.

Back around 1948, someone on Augusta St. in South Amboy made and sold these beautiful 
hand-blown mercury glass type Christmas balls.  Many locals purchased and decorated 
their trees with them, and these ornaments are still being hung on Christmas trees.  Does 
anyone know the person who created these, or have any information about them?  Let us 
know at: satimes@aol.com  (Photo by Tom Burkard)
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Fishing Flashes 
By Teo “Weebles” Weber

Salt Water
Bottom fishing on any Party boat that 

fishes for Blackfish is very good.  Limit 
catches are being made despite the bad 
weather, so is jigging for Blues and Striped 
Bass from boats that do it.  Most of the action 
is south of Manasquan to Beach Haven. Short 
Bass predominate, but there are enough keep-
ers to keep things interesting.  Ocean beach 
action is pretty much the same.  Bluefish are 
still around in good numbers but they will 
soon thin out.  Local beach bay fishing is 
slow from what I have been seeing. I only 
saw a very few caught recently at Cliffwood 
Beach.  Most of the time bad weather has 
slowed things up.  I don’t expect Mackerel 
to show up until after the New Year.
Fresh Water

I tried casting lures for hybrid Strip-
ers at the Spruce Run camping area one 
afternoon in mid-November fighting gusty 
winds.  I didn’t do a thing and left about 
an hour or so later. The state has finished 
another round of large Trout stocking in 
most statewide lakes on the stocking list.  In 
our area Hooks Creek Lake and Farrington 
Lake are stocked.  I checked out the shore 
fishing in Round Valley Reservoir and the 
many people I saw had little or nothing.  I 
will give it a try myself soon. 

Library Book Sale
The Friends of the Sayreville Public Li-

brary will sponsoring a book sale on Sunday, 
January 11, 2009 from 1PM – 3PM at the 
Sayreville Public Library in Parlin. A bag of 
books can be purchased for $5.00. Bags will 
be furnished by the Friends’ group. 

The Friends will be accepting book 
donations for the anticipated sale start-
ing from December 15th at the Sayreville 
Public Library on Washington Road. Books 
published after 2000 are welcomed. No 
magazines, condensed books, textbooks or 
encyclopedias will be accepted for donation. 
Books can be dropped off at the Friends’ 
mailbox.

Additional information is available by 
calling (732) 727-1566. 

Sofilkanich Wins Title
Don Sofilkanich, 2nd year coach of 

Asbury Park, led his team to its second 
successive CJ Group I championship, as 
the Blue Bishops mauled Metuchen, 42-
14.  Sofilkanich, a South Amboy resident, 
has compiled an outstanding (22-2) overall 
record at Asbury Park.   He was recently 
chosen Central Jersey's "Coach of the Year." 
Congratulations, Don!
8

Grandpa's 
Christmas Secret

Author Unknown
Christmas is a time of secrets
So, I'll whisper one to you
Grandpa says that all who try it
Find that every word is true
"Would you have a happy day?
Give some happiness away!"
Grandpa says this little secret 
Should be carried 
Through the year
And if all would try to heed it,
Earth would be 
Full of cheer.
"Would you have a happy day?
Give some happiness away."
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THE ESKIMO WAY
“When it snows, aint it thrilling, though 

your nose gets a chilling…”
Weeks before the first deep frost of the 

year had covered the nighttime ground a 
pearly white, preparations for the coming 
winter would already be started:  homemade 
window screens taken down and stored away, 
replaced by homemade storm windows; cel-
lar coal bins filled by the coalman; radiators 
drained; and pipes wrapped, often with the 
“new” asbestos, to prevent freezing.  In 
November as the cold weather pushed its 
way relentlessly from the north, snow chains 
would be unraveled, tightened, and placed 
inside car trunks in readiness for the first 
snowfall. By that time, the “good” winter 
coats, stored in garment bags to prevent 
moth holes, were hanging in closets to wear 
once again.

Before winter outerware was made 
wind-proof, cold-proof, and wet-proof by 
man-made fibers, “good” winter coats had 
been made of 100%, itchy, scratchy wool.  
Since wool never “wears out,” adults had 
worn the same coats year after year.  All that 
was needed was an airing outside to freshen 
them up, and a tightening of their big buttons. 
Decades ago, when dry cleaners had starved 
for business, once those woolen coats had 
gotten dirty, they stayed dirty until it was time 
to store them away for another year.  

During the long cold winters, boys and 
girls had worn their “good” woolen coats 
to school, with “good” woolen scarves tied 
around their necks.  In the lowest grades, 
young children always had their “good” 
woolen gloves attached to each coat sleeve 
by a big pin so the gloves wouldn’t get 
lost.  Little girls’ woolen coats had been 
made knee-length, and came with matching 
woolen leggings.  Before leaving the house, 
the leggings had to be tugged over the shoes 
and pulled up to the waist to wear under the 
dress.   Being too hard to get off, we had worn 
those heavy woolen leggings all through 
the school day, itching and sweating while 
the heating pipes hissed overhead.  Since 
boys had been expected to be “tough” back 
then, their shorter coats hadn’t come with 
any leggings.

In the wintry rain and snowy weather, 
we had worn rubber galoshes, going almost 
to our knees, on our feet.  Girls had plain 
ones, often red in color, while boys had black 
ones with buckles up the front of theirs.  With 

or without buckles, those galoshes used to 
seal themselves to our rubber-soled shoes, 
and taking them off had always meant the 
shoes had come off, too.  

Hats for little girls were very feminine, 
mostly in a bonnet style.  Sometimes they 
were of velvet trimmed with seed pearls, and 
sometimes of heavy wool lined with silk.  To 
keep them on our heads, there was always 
a band sewn on one side of the hat, to pull 
under the chin and button on the other side.   
Little boys’ hats, like the rest of their clothes, 
had been replicas of the kind grown men had 
worn.  On their tiny heads were placed big, 
lined, woolen caps, with little peaks.  On the 
sides of the hats were sewn lined ear flaps 
to be worn up or worn down.  In really cold 
weather, boys had liked to wear ear muffs 
or woolen ski caps under those big heavy 
hats, making their heads look even tinier 
under all the bulk.

For play, we had cloth coats with thick, 
quilted linings.  Winter play pants for girls 
had been made of corduroy or denim, and 
lined with flannel.  Boys had worn their 
unlined jeans cuffed at the ankles, but the 
denim in those jeans was thicker and stiffer 
than it is today.  Being so thick, the jeans 
used to make little noises as the legs rubbed 
together when walking.  When it was really 
cold, under their pants, boys had worn itchy, 
woolen long johns.

In those years of long ago, little girls and 
boys had to “layer up” to play in the snow.  
On top of our play pants and heavy knitted 
sweaters, went quilted lined, “bibbed” snow 
pants, with elastic around the ankles and 
suspenders to hold them up.  On our hands 
went woolen gloves covered by thickly 
knitted mittens.  Before putting on our play 
shoes which then were put inside rubber 
galoshes, two pairs of socks went on our 
feet, while around our hooded necks and 
over our mouths went the heaviest of woolen 
scarves.  Bundled like round little Eskimos, 
with the wet snow quickly soaking through 
all of those many layers, we had played all 
day, laughing and freezing in our own little 
winter wonderland of snow.

“…We’ll frolic and play the Eskimo 
way, walking in a winter wonderland.”

HAPPY HOLIDAYS, EVERYONE!!
Elaine “Holton” Scott may be contacted 

at siteseein526@bellsouth.net.)

By Elaine Scott

1970-Pictured at St. Mary's High School Festival of Carols singing "Calypso Noel" are (l-r) 
Ellen McCarthy, Sue Kurtz, Jeanne Kurowsky, Claire Zebro and Joan Kemble.
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St. Mary’s High School Class of 1975 held their 33rd reunion at the AOH hall in South Amboy during the Thanksgiving Holiday weekend.  
It was an informal gathering with a great turnout.  Organizers George Swier, Geri McConville, Frank McQuade and Frank Farrell did a 
great job, as did Joe Bartlinski and Dario Valdiva who provided the music for the evening.  In the photo above the class poses on the 
steps of their Alma Mater.
(Photo by Phyllis Stratton)

A Prayer At 
Christmas

Author Unknown
Give us the faith of innocent children, 

that we may look forward with hope in our 
hearts, to the dawn of happy tomorrows.

Reawaken the thought that our most 
cherished desires will be realized, the things 
closest to our hearts, that we may come to 
an appreciation of the limitless joys and 
bountiful rewards of Patience, Charity, and 
Sacrifice.

Above all, endow us with the spirit of 
courage, that we may face the perplexities of 
a troubled world without flinching, imbued 
with the child-like faith which envisions 
the beautiful and inspiring things of life.  
And restore the happy hours and experi-
ences so many of us foolishly believe are 
lost forever.

Give us faith in ourselves and faith in 
our fellow man.  Then, the treasures and 
beauties of life that make man happy will 
spring from an inexhaustible source.

And at Christmas, when the hearts of 
the world swell in joyous celebration, let us 
cast aside the pretense of sturdy men and 
live, if only for a day, in the hope and joy 
we knew as children.  2008 Football Final Stats

By Tom Burkard
Sayreville (9-3), tri-champions of the Red Division; Cardinal McCarrick (2-8).
Points-Matt Gruytch, Sayreville 78 (Tie for #7 in county); Javon Hodges, Sayreville 72.
Touchdowns- Gruytch, 13 (#7 in county); Hodges 12; James DeMild, Sayreville 4.
Rushing-Hodges-787 yds.
Passing-Mike McLafferty, Sayreville 976 yards.
TD Passes-McLafferty 8.
Receiving- DeMild, Sayreville 594 yds.; John Radich, Cardinal McCarrick 265 yds.
PAT-Daryl Stephenson, Sayreville 29.
Field Goals-Stephenson 1.

All-Area  1st Team
The Home News Tribune selected its 

2008 football All-Area players.  Locals 
chosen were: Sayreville's James DeMild, 
wide receiver; Tyler Danielsen, offensive 
lineman; Javon Hodges, defensive back; 
Mike McLafferty, punter. 

Never a Christmas morning
Never the old year ends

But someone thinks
of someone

Old days, old times,
old friends. 

Christmas Again
Author Unknown

It's Christmas again
Seems like the whole wide world

Is friends
Family and friends you
Haven't seen for years
It's a time of reunion

Old memories
Laughter and tears
It's Christmas again

Only one day to spend
A time of happiness
You wish it would

Never end
It's Christmas again.

To: You

Have a 
Safe and 

Happy
Holiday
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