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#1 In New Jersey

The South Amboy Fire Department once again captured the honor of being #1 in the state 
of New Jersey, at the annual Firefighters Convention at Wildwood.
Proudly displaying the seven trophies they won are (l-r) Assistant Chief Larry Martin, Fire 
Chief Paul Mundy, and Ladies Auxiliary President Angie Putnam.
The trophies were captured for: President's Trophy, Best Overall In State Of N.J.; Best Overall 
Ladies Auxiliary, 1st Place; Best Appearing Ladies Auxiliary, 1st Place; Best Appearing 
Marching Band, 21 or over men, 1st Place; Engine #10, 1st Place; Color Guard, Special 
Judges' Award; Truck #11, Special Judges' Award.  (Photo by Jerry Celecki)   

Sayreville Budget 
Passes

The Borough of Sayreville Council 
passed its 2008 budget at the amount of 
$49.9 million.  The tax rate will be $0.98 per 
$100 of assessed value, which signifies an 
increase of 12% or 10.4 cents over last year.  
The total rise in tax income is $22,304,937.  
State aid, and miscellaneous revenue such 
as permits, fees and available surplus will 
make up the remainder of need funds. 

Mrs. Kelly 
Remembered

Geneva Kelly, 86, of South Amboy 
died on Oct. 4.  She was the wife of the late 
Superintendent of the New Jersey State 
Police, David B. Kelly.  Mrs. Kelly received 
recognition and honors throughout her life-
time, including Samaritan of the Year by 
the Middlesex County Emerald Society in 
2001; Irish Woman of the Year 2003 by the 
Ancient Order of Hibernians; Grand Mar-
shal of the South Amboy St. Patrick's Day 
Parade in 2003.  She was also an Honoree 
and Supporter of American Legion Luke A. 
Lovely Post 62 South Amboy, New York 
City Police Dept., Honoree of the Verrazano 
10-13 Association, June 2007; Founder and 
Honorary Chairwoman of the Friends of the 
Pipes and Drums of the Blue and Gold.  She 
was also a member of countless civic orga-
nizations and contributor to many charitable 
groups as well.  Mrs. Kelly was a wonderful 
person who will always be remembered for 
her kindness and touching lives in such a 
positive way. 

25-Year Anniversary-Ray (l) and Anne 
Kukulski (r), owners of Lagoda's Saloon, 
109 South Broadway, South Amboy, will 
be celebrating the 25th Anniversary of their 
business on Sunday October 26th from 1-6 
p.m.  Don't forget to stop in and join Ray, 
Anne, family and friends for this special 
occasion.  The celebration will feature hot 
dogs and hamburgers.
Ray and Anne said that they "Enjoy meeting 
people and making good friends, and if it 
wasn't for the people, we wouldn't have 
a business."  Ray said the secret of their 
success is "KISS-Keep it simple stupid."  
Ray and Anne would like to "Thank all of 
our customers, present and past for 25 
great years and counting."  (Photo by Tom 
Burkard)

Roaring 20’s 
Reception & 

Auction
On Friday, November 14th at 7:00 pm, 

the Sadie Pope Dowdell Library of South 
Amboy will be hosting the “Tales of South 
Amboy – The Roaring 20’s” Reception 
and Auction to raise funds to digitize local 
newspapers and preserve South Amboy’s 
historical archives.  Featured speaker will 
be Freeholder Stephen “Pete” Dalina; the 
Master of Ceremonies will be South Amboy’s 
Mayor John T. O’Leary and Auctioneer will 
be Business Administrator Camille Tooker.  
Local South Amboy honorees will be Tom 
Burkard (The South Amboy-Sayreville 
Times Newspaper), Bill George (Amboy 
Beacon Newspaper) and John Vona (local 
artist).  Refreshments and previewing of auc-
tion items will begin at 7:00 p.m. with the live 
auction officially opening at 8:00 p.m.

The library has asked for your support.  
The options are endless… Products and 
services make great donations, as well as 
gift certificates or cash donations from lo-
cal merchants and residents.  Event tickets 
range from $100 to $5, depending on the 
level of support.  

If preferred, program sponsorships can 
be made at the Platinum ($200), Gold ($100) 
or Silver ($50) levels.  Complimentary event 
tickets will be presented to each sponsorship 
level.  Business Friends of the Library are 
entitled to one complimentary ticket and 
may provide business cards or brochures 
for display.

Be a part of history; help preserve South 
Amboy’s archives by making a donation!  
Completed donation forms can be mailed, 
faxed or e-mailed by October 15th to:  Tales 
of South Amboy, Sadie Pope Dowdell Li-
brary, 100 Hoffman Plaza, South Amboy, 
NJ 08879    Fax: (732)721-1054   E-mail: 
comments@dowdell.org.    The library 
would appreciate receiving your donation 
by Friday, October 31st.    All sponsorships 
and donations will be acknowledged in the 
reception guide, on the library’s web site, 
and within the library.

For additional information, please con-
tact Elaine Gaber, Director at 732.721.6060 
or comments@dowdell.org.

Sayreville Halloween Parade

South Amboy Halloween Parade
The Annual South Amboy Halloween 

Parade will take place on Sunday, Oct. 26 
at 1 p.m.  Marchers should register at the 
Progressive Fire House on Bordentown 
Ave. from 12 noon until 12:45 on the day 
of the parade.

The parade will step off from the fire-
house, proceed down Bordentown Ave. to 

Broadway, passing the reviewing stand at 
City Hall.

The John M. Donnelly Association 
and the City Recreation Dept. will spon-
sor the 2008 Parade, taking over from the 
South Amboy Lions Club, who partnered 
with the Recreation Dept. on this event for 
many years.  For more info, contact events@
southamboynj.gov.

The Sayreville Recreation Dept. will 
hold its Halloween Parade with Trick or Treat 
Trunk and movie on Oct. 30 at 6 p.m.  The 

movie will be "Monster House."  The event 
will be held at the Borough Hall football field.  
Light refreshments will be provided.

Hall of Famers-St. Mary's/Cardinal McCarrick High School new Hall-of-Fame inductees 
are pictured in the high school near the showcase which will hold their plaques.  In photo 
(l-r) Joe Kolakowski, Nick Charmello, John "Jay" Derent, Daniel Szatkowski (Representing 
his father, the late Don Szatkowski), Virginia Zaleski Schlegel, John Inman, Lisa Harrigan 
Nunez, Ed Twomey, Tony "Campy" Camporeale (Representing his grandfather, the late Ed 
Carroll), Bill "Biff" McKeon.  Missing from photo is Jack Vail.  (Photo by Brian Stratton)

11 Greats Enter Hall Of Fame
By Tom Burkard

On the evening of October 18th, eleven 
of St. Mary's/Cardinal McCarrick High 
School's greatest athletes in the school's his-
tory, were enshrined in its Hall of Fame.

The very special night to remember be-
gan with a 6 p.m. Mass as St. Mary Church, 
which was celebrated by Pastor Rev. Dennis 
Weezorak.

Principal Jean Kline welcomed the 
crowd, and was followed by Athletic Direc-
tor, Gil Pritchard, Class of '70, who presented 
the inductees.   Each athlete was escorted 
individually by a current student from Car-
dinal McCarrick HS.  They  received an 
enthusiastic round of applause from their 

families and friends as they entered Msgr. 
Griffin Gymnasium.  After the invocation 
and Pledge of Allegiance, a delicious dinner 
was served by Cambridge Inn's Camelot 
Catering.

The Induction Ceremony got underway 
with Master of Ceremonies Ed Paczkowski 
'55 doing an outstanding job, despite the 
fact that he was battling a very bad cold.  
Paczkowski was insightful and interesting 
with comments and trivia bits about the 
inductees.

Hall of Fame members from the first 
induction in 2000, former major league 

continued on page 20
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Retiring South Amboy Crossing Guard Penny Rivers (holding flowers) was pleasantly 
surprised by co-workers with flowers and balloons for her upcoming retirement.  Penny has 
worked for the City of South Amboy for 25 years, and said, that she will "Miss helping the 
children and keeping them safe."  She plans to help her husband in his business.  (Photo 
by Tom Burkard)

Pleasant Little 
Trivia

By Tom Burkard
1.In 1983, where was the Raritan Bay 

Area YMCA South located in Sayreville?  
a.Ernston Rd. b.Rt. 35, Morgan c.Washington 
Rd.

2.St. Mary's Student Council President 
in '47 was?  a.Vincent Higgins b.Regina 
Minnick c.Claude Regan

3.Where was Hercules Inc. located in 
Sayreville in '76?  a.Minnisink Ave.  b.Main 
St. c.Pulawski Ave.

4.This convenience store was located at 
101 North Broadway, South Amboy in 1981?  
a.Safeway b.A &P c.Hubbard's Cupboard

5.Where was Sunshine Biscuits located  
in Sayreville?  a.Horseshoe Rd. b.Jernee 
Mill Rd. c.Oak St.

6.President of Hoffman High's SADD 
in 1992?  a.Christine Zampella b.Tiffany 
Tooker c.Bridget Shannon

7.President Park Independent Fire Co. is 
located in?  a.Morgan b.Melrose c.Parlin

8.South Amboy's Second Ward Coun-
cilman in '65?  a.John Howley b.Richard 
Schultz c.John Connors

9.In '73, this tavern/hall was located on 
Oak St., Melrose?  a.Norman's b.Angelo's 
c.Andy's 

10.Captain of Independence Fire Co., 
South Amboy in 1984?  a.Charles Pickard 
b.Phillip English c.Thomas Kross

11.This auto wrecker was located at Vic-
tory Bridge Plaza & Scott Ave. in Melrose?  
a.Horbley's b.Dan The Man's c.Abe Korb

12.President of the South Amboy Little 
Fellas League?  a.Jim Holovacko b.Joe 
Pacansky c.Paul Zulin

13."Miss South Amboy Fire Dept." 
still reigns since 1975.  Who is it?  a.Robin 
Johnston b.Anne Mundy c.Ginny Pszolka

Answers
1c 2c 3a 4c 5b 6b 7c 8c 9c 10b 

11c 12b 13b. 

Talk Of The Towns
By Tom Burkard

Helping Hurricane Victims
Former South Amboy/Sayreville resi-

dent, Bill "Biff" McKeon, told us that his 
brother, major league baseball's legendary 
manager, Jack McKeon, and his son-in-law, 
Greg Booker, a former big league pitcher, as-
sisted the Red Cross in Texas, assisting those 
in need after the devastation of Hurricane Ike.  
We're proud of you, Jack and Greg! 
Sayreville Man Wrote Horror Script

David Swan, 26, of Sayreville wrote 
the script for the new horror movie he co-
directed, "Only Go There At Night."  The 
film debuted recently at the Darress Theater 
in Boonton.  Congratulations, and good 
luck, David!
Thank You!

A special thank you goes out to Betty Jo 
Kern, the Kudelka Family, and the late Pete 
Bobick for contributing the great Hoffman 
High yearbooks to The SA Times growing 
archives.  I certainly appreciate it, and you 
can be sure they will be well researched.
Flight To Hawaii

South Amboy's Ken Rogers and his son 
Tom recently took a trip to Hawaii.  Ken 
reports that Waipo's Little League champions 
of Hawaii were also on the plane, and "a huge 
celebration was in the works."
Parlin Man Is Published Author

Parlin's Theodore Price is a Professor 
at Montclair State College.  In addition, he 
has written and published a couple of books 
in 1977 and 1992.
In Memoriam

Brian Holton, formerly of South Amboy 
died on Sept. 27.  He was a good guy, always 
quiet and never had a bad word for anyone.  
Eugene Zamorski, 85, of Sayreville died on 
Oct. 4.  He was a veteran of World War II and 
the Korean War, and worked at DuPont for 
44 years.  He was a member of many local 
civic and church organizations, and Club 
Chaplin of the Sayreville Senior Citizens 
Club for 10 years.  Adele Maliszewski, 
59, of Sayreville died on Oct. 13.  She was 
very active in the community, an ordained 
minister,  a former member of the Planning 

Board, a member of the Sayreville Lady 
Dems and many other great committees and 
groups.  They will all be missed for their 
contributions to society.
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 ★  Business of the Month  ★

Peter Pank Diner

On December 17, 1957, Margaret's Midway Diner Became Peterpank Diner
By The Panko Family

We owned a 68-acre farm in Holm-
eson, NJ, a part of which is now Great 
Adventure.  We traded properties and 
an additional sum of money and became 
diner owners.  

The name Peterpan (The most fre-
quently asked question about the diner) 
was derived from the partners last name, 
which was Petermann and Panko, all 
family.  We preferred the name Peter 
Pan, but that trade name was already in 
use, thus the addition of a K, becoming 
Peterpank.

The original diner purchased had 6 
booths and 12 stools for a seating capac-
ity of 36 people.  We now have grown to 
seat 240.  In the early 60's, we purchased 
our first brand new modern stainless steel 
diner, which sat 110.  One of the owners, 
John Panko, left the diner and opened his 
own business in Matawan, which was 
called Johnny's Cozy Corner.  He ran a 
very successful business for many years 
until his retirement.

At this time, Route 9 was two lanes 
each way, and there was a grassy divider 
between the lanes.  Directly in front of the 
diner was an opening that allowed you to 
cross the highway and enter the parking 
lot.  Sayreville began to grow along with 
traffic causing this access into the diner 
to become a traffic hazard, thus causing 
a barrier to be placed between the lanes.  

This caused us a major problem until our 
customers, who were so used to the easy 
access, found alternate routes to the diner.  
It was at this time we refaced the stainless 
steel with stone and a new look.  

In September of 1978, we had an 
electrical fire, which caused us to be 
closed for remodeling until July, 1979.  At 
this time, we purchased our second brand 
new Swingle Diner plus we added a din-
ing room, and purchased a liquor license 
from Ye Olde Spye Inn, who incidentally 
also had a fire.

In 1992, we added a second dining 
room and 6 years later, we remodeled 
the entire diner and added again a small 
addition to our dining room.  At this time, 
customers were very interested in getting 
a memento from the diner.  A great many 
bricks from our fireplace and the front 
of the building were distributed.  One 
customer asked for a light fixture, which 
we gladly gave to him.

Three of the original partners have 
passed away, but the diner is now operating 
with three generations of Pankos.

Editors' Note: Stop in at Peterpank 
Diner for some of the greatest food around.   
"The Pank" is located at 967 Rt. 9 South, 
Sayreville.  Call 732-721-2850 for local 
deliveries.

See great specials & coupons in 
Pank ad on page 13.

35-Year Anniversary-Bill More (l) owner of More's Jewelry, located at 80 Main St., Sayreville, 
and manager Annette Bongiovanni (r) are pictured in front of the popular local business 
which is celebrating its 35th Anniversary.  More's is currently running a great anniversary 
sale, so don't miss it!
Bill said that his secret to success is "To be honest with people and not try to pull anything 
over.  In Sayreville, everyone is related." (Photo by Tom Burkard)

PRAYER TO THE BLESSED VIRGIN
(Never known to fail)  Oh, most beautiful flower of 

Mt. Carmel, Fruitful vine, splendor of Heaven, blessed 
Mother of the Son of God, Immaculate Virgin, assist 
me in my necessity.  Oh Star of the Sea, help me 
and show me, herein  you are my mother.  Oh, Holy 
Mary, Mother of God, Queen of Heaven and Earth!  I 
humbly beseech you from the bottom of my heart to 
succor me in this necessity.  There are none that can 
withstand your power.  Oh, show me herein you are 
my mother.  Oh Mary, conceived without sin, pray for 
us who have recourse to thee (3 times).  Holy Mary, 
I place this cause in your hands (3 times).  Say this 
prayer for 3 consecutive days.  You must publish  it and 
it will be granted to you.  Thank you.  -B.T.S.

Novena To St. Anthony Padua
O Holy St. Anthony, gentlest of Saints, your 

love for God and Charity for His creatures, made 
you worthy, when on earth, to possess miraculous 
powers.  Miracles waited on your word, which you 
were ever ready to speak for those in trouble or 
anxiety.  Encouraged by this thought, I implore of you 
to obtain for me (request).  The answer to my prayer 
may require a miracle.  Even so, you are the Saint 
of Miracles.  O gentle and loving St. Anthony, whose 
heart was ever full of human sympathy, whisper my 
petition into the ears of Sweet Infant Jesus, who 
loved to be folded in your arms; and the gratitude of 
my hears will ever be yours.  Amen.  Say Our Father, 
Hail Mary, Glory Be.  B.T.S.
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Yearbook-Sayreville 1983
By Tom Burkard

It's hard to believe, but it's been 25 
years since Sayreville's super class of '83 
walked down the hallowed halls of the 
Washington Road institution.  As the 1983 
seniors returned to school in September 
1982, "Abracadabra" by The Steve Miller 
Band ruled the pop music charts along with 
Chicago's "Hard To Say I'm Sorry."

The school principal was the highly-
respected Homer Dill.  Some of the many 
faculty members included: Patti Borak, 
Kevin Barnes, Ed Breheney, Marianne Kwi-
atkowski, Barbara Johnson, Steve Gozora, 
William Doll, Constance Jardula, Joanne 
Makwinski, Mary Ann Gordon.

1983 was truly a magical year for the 
seniors, as the school offered numerous 
extracurricular activities, in addition to the 
full lineup of athletic teams.  Lori Blaszka 
was selected '82 Homecoming Queen.  The 
drum majorettes were Kathy Pashley and 
Karen Carstens.  Nancy Gerard was drill 
team captain.  Jeanne Nehila was captain 
of the cheerleaders, and Elissa Unkel was 
co-captain.  The Student Council consisted 
of president-Marybeth Jones; vice president-
Tom Reagan; secretary-Barbara McDonald; 
treasurer-Darren Locklin.

Some of the huge 1983 graduating 
class members selected randomly are: Liza 
Alvarado, Frank Auriemmo, Marcy Bailey, 
Mary Bartlinski, Jean Marie Baumann, 
Jacqueline Bebert, Nadine Becker, Lisa 
Blaszka, Lori Blaszka, Colleen Bloodgood, 
Laura Boehm, Jacalyn Bouchard, Stamatis 
Bratsano, Pat Brennan, Charles Bush, John 
Carney, Kathy Burns, Karen Carstens, Neil 
Cohen, Edward Condiracci, Kevin Com-
erford, Maureen Coyle, Colleen Crozier, 
Brian Curtis, Debbie Deliman, Annette 
Dill, George Dittmer III, Melanie Fallon, 
Michael Fallon, Sal Ferrigno, Michael 
Fingerlin, Catherine Fischer, Beth Freyer, 
James Gallagher, Mark Gallagher, Alfred 
Gawron, Lori Ann Gilette, Steven Grabas, 
Robert Halmi, David Haltli, Kelly Harrigan, 

Thomas Hartman, Kirstin Heise, Doreen 
Hogan, Paul Herrick, Gregg Higgins, Ken 
Jablonski, Jill Jedrusiak, Molly Jones, Kevin 
Kiernan, Theresa Kellert, Kim Kominkie-
wicz, Cheryl Kowalewski, John Krall, 
Judy Krumbine, Walt Krzyzkowski, Kim 
Kyu-Ok, Tim Lakomski, Vickie Laikowski, 
Lisa Lubin, Patricia Lynch, Joe McCartney, 
Dan McCurdy, Maureen McGuire, Kelly 
McKeon, Thomas Makransky, Angela Man-
cini, Lonny Marcinczyk, Maureen McSorley, 
Sharon Martens, Joanne Matagrano, Thomas 
Matysik, Andrew Maze, Ray Miara, Ron 
Miara, Theresa Michalik, Lisa Mitrosky, 
Chris Mohr, Tim Morales, Christine Mor-
mak, Richard Mulligan, Ken Nash, Richard 
Nixon, Maureen O'Connell, Tara O'Connell, 
Mike O'Hare, Dan Parker, Paul Ortiz, Matt 
Pachkowski, Pratik Patel, Scott Paul, Mike 
Peters, Cynthia Pfeiffer, Ann Marie Piek-
arski, Scott Poetsch, Jill Poliny, Ken Rudy, 
Brandon Roberts, Matthew Ruszczyk, David 
Saltzman, John Scanlon, John Schachel, 
Beth Ann Schack, James Scully, Kelly 
Scully, Paul Seaman, Sandy Seres, Mike 
Shymanski, Deborah Smigelsky, Stepha-
nie Skibicki, Debra Stefanski, Gail Sutton, 
Edward Tauber,  Jackie Trawinski, Sharon 
Tremel, Tony Valente, Tracy Weber, Kurt 
Wenzel, Kimberly Weber, Kimberly Wist, 
Staci Wong, Denise Wojciechowski, Tom 
Zientek, William Zrebiec, Alyeece Zulin, 
Michael Yuhasz.

The biggest news in the sports depart-
ment was the outstanding Field Hockey team 
which captured the county championship, 
and finished with a super (14-4) record.  
Also, Coach Lenny Zaleski's wrestling team 
turned in a fine (10-5), marking the school's 
first winning season ever in wrestling.

Around graduation time, seniors prob-
ably enjoyed the top pop hits of the day, "Let's 
Dance" by David Bowie, and "Flashdance-
What A Feeling" by Irene Cara.

A class it was, and what a class-Sayre-
ville War Memorial HS 1983!   
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Cardinal McCarrick High School Principal 
Jean Kline (l) is pictured at Jeanne Polinski's 
(r) retirement dinner, which was held on Sept. 
28th at The Forge.  Over 100 people attended 
to pay tribute to Mrs. Polinski, who was a 
dedicated educator for 48 years at St. Mary's 
Grammar School, and St. Mary's/Cardinal 
McCarrick High School. Congratulations, 
and God Bless, Jeanne!

Music At St. Mary's
Jeannette Fang, St. Mary's Pianist-in-

Residence will perform a solo concert at St. 
Mary Church on Sunday, Nov. 2nd at 4 p.m.  
Miss Fang has been a featured piano soloist 
in recitals and concerts across the country, 
and performs regularly at Carnegie Hall, 
Lincoln Center and the Kennedy Center in 
Washington, DC.

On Sunday, Nov. 16th, at 4 p.m. Greg 
Giannascoli will perform the first-ever 
Marimba concert at St. Mary Church.  Mr. 
Giannascoli is a faculty member at the Jul-
liard School in New York City and a world 
class Marimba player. 

Roast Beef Dinner
Trinity United Methodist Church, 815 

Bordentown Ave., Sayreville/South Am-
boy, is sponsoring its annual Roast Beef 
dinner on Sat., Oct. 25, from 4:30-7 p.m.  
Dinner includes mashed potatoes, gravy, 
vegetables, salad, rolls and butter, beverage 
and homemade desserts.  Take out dinner is 
available.  Tickets are $13 for adults, $6 for 
children ages 5-12, and under 5 are FREE.  
Call the church office at 732-721-3558 for 
more info.

Gourd Crafting
Cheesequake State Park will sponsor a 

program to learn about the art of gourd craft-
ing.  The event is slated for Nov. 2, starting 1 
p.m. at the Interpretive Center.  Techniques 
in transforming a gourd into a bird feeding 
platform or piece of artwork will be covered.  
For more info call 732-566-3208.

Holy Name Meeting
The Middlesex County Federation of 

Holy Name Societies will hold its next 
meeting on Thurs., Nov. 20th at Most Ro-
sary Church, Hopelawn, beginning with a 
Mass at 7 p.m.  A buffet meal will be served 
before the meeting.  All County Federation 
members are invited to attend.

Block Party-The Protection Fire Company recently held a block party near the firehouse.  
Pictured are some of the members who enjoyed the beautiful fall day with their families 
and friends.  (Photo by Tom Burkard)

Pie Sale
The South Amboy Middle/High School 

Student Council is now accepting orders 
for its 18th annual THANKSGIVING PIE 
SALE.  Choose from apple, apple crumb, 
peach, pumpkin, blueberry, blueberry crumb, 
pecan, sugar-free apple and sugar-free peach.  
Due to increased production costs passed on 
to us, we have had to increase our prices as 
well.  All pie are fresh-baked, 9 in. pies, now 
priced @ $11.50, from Wemrock Orchards 
of Freehold.  DEADLINE to order your pie 
is Monday, November 17th, and PICK-UP 
is November 26th at the middle/high school 
auditorium entrance between the hours of  
9:00a.m. and 1:00 p.m.  Order forms are 
available at the high school, or they can be 
downloaded and printed from our school 
web site:  www.saboe.k12.nj.us --click on 
“Student Council”, then “pie order form”.  
As always, the Student Council thanks you 
all for your continued support.  All proceeds 
benefit our scholarship fund.

The Pete Kenny Association along with the Middlesex County Emerald Society held their 
Police, Fire and Volunteer Day on October 12, 2008 at The Blue Moon.  Honorees are 
pictured (l-r standing) Ptl. Matt Barcheski - Meritorious Service, Ptl. Michael Kelly - Meritorious 
Service, Ptl. Ted Nycz - Meritorious Service, South Amboy Mayor, John T. O’Leary, Jay 
McKeon, Dave Sebban, and Dan Sebban. (l-r seated)  Perth Amboy Mayor, Wilda Diaz 
– Honored Guest, Frank Norek – Volunteer of the Year, Jerry Garnett –Municipal Employee 
of the Year, Tim Walczak – Firerfighter of the Year and Mrs. Barbara Walsh, Missing from 
photo Brian J. Kelly.  (Photo by Brian Stratton) 
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Fundraiser-Sandy Low (2nd from left) on behalf of the Sayreville BIC, thanks Alex Panko, 
owner of the Peter Pank Diner on Rt. 9 North in South Amboy (3rd from left) for his generosity 
to the Sayreville BIC.  Richie Hart "D.J. Richie" (r) and Crew along with Alex have been 
running a Classic Car Show fundraiser every Friday night at The Pank's parking lot, with 
funds going to the Sayreville BIC.  13-year old Jaysen Low, who really enjoyed the car 
show, is pictured (l).  Great job guys, for an excellent and most worthy cause!  (Photo by 
Tom Burkard)   

Locals Writers Excel
by Tom Burkard

Seton Hall University sophomores Brit-
tany Biesiada and Rudy Palma are doing 
an outstanding job as copy editors of "The 
Setonian," the school newspaper for Seton 
Hall University.

Biesiada, a South Amboy resident, who 
was the 2007 valedictorian at Cardinal Mc-
Carrick High School, has had feature stories 
on the front page of every issue since school 
began in September.   She wrote "Boland Hall 
Fire Survivors Subjects Of A New Book," an 
introspective look at the tragic dorm fire on 
January 19, 2000, in which she combines her 
interview with Robin Gaby Fisher, author of 
the new book, "After The Fire."  In addition 
to her cover articles, Brittany has a weekly 

column, "Brittany's Banter," which is also a 
treat, and very popular at the University.

Rudy Palma, also of South Amboy has 
been doing a lot of writing at Seton Hall.  He 
has been covering national entertainment, 
mostly new album reviews, and also has writ-
ten an article "Animation Domination" about 
Fox TV's Sunday night lineup.  His feature 
on Jessica Simpson, "From Pop Princess To 
Country Crooner" was excellent!

Brittany and Rudy are outstanding 
young writers who have a bright future 
ahead in the communications industry, and 
it is a pleasure following them as they hone 
their writing skills that will take them to 
another level. 

“OR ELSE”
I was a tiger without a tail that year.  

In fact, I was a tiger without a tail the year 
before, the only difference being I was 
about 2 inches taller and around 5 inches 
wider.  Having to wear a jacket underneath 
the already too small costume,  “in case it 
got cold,” had probably made me look more 
like a stuffed sausage with stripes, than any 
jungle cat.  Just three weeks after my 8th 
birthday, going out trick or treating for only 
the second time in my life, it really hadn’t 
mattered how badly the costume had fit me.  
In my little girl’s mind, I, at least, had felt 
like a tiger, albeit, one without a tail.

That Halloween had also been the first 
one going trick or treating without an adult 
coming along.  Kids, then, had been accus-
tomed to doing almost everything without 
adult supervision, but only in the daytime.  
So, going out to walk the nighttime streets 
with just my friend, Nancy Newcomb, had 
made that Halloween even more special.  
There were conditions, though.  We were 
to go trick or treating only on the few 
streets of Mechanicsville, and to be home 
no later than 8 p.m., “OR ELSE.”  Wearing 
no watches, that warning had just meant we 
had to hustle.

Years ago, no one had gone trick or 
treating on Halloween until night had fallen.  
Even so, I remember being dressed and 
ready to go long before the sky had begun 
to darken.  Sitting on the kitchen chair, no 
doubt, sweating a few of those inches off, I 
had eagerly waited for Nancy to call.  When 
she did, I grabbed the hemp handles on my 
brown paper sack, and ran out the door to 
meet her halfway.  I can’t remember what 
Nancy’s costume was that year; I think, 
she was a rabbit, but I’m not certain.  All I 
can recall is she looked like a white “puff 
ball.”  Also wearing a jacket underneath her 
costume, she had looked almost as round 
as I did.

The Kurtz house, for some reason, had 
always been our starting place.  Maybe, it 
was because the Kurtz kids had really loved 
Halloween.  Earlier in the month, I remember 
how we had all watched in fascination as 
they carved a jack-o-lantern from a pumpkin 
on newspapers in their driveway.  It was the 
first one we had ever seen.  Just a few days 
before Halloween, the older Kurtz girls 
had us bobbing for apples in their kitchen, 
laughing as we choked on the water because 
we hadn’t known how to do it.  Afterwards, 
Lois had told us a scary story, the same scary 
story Kathy had always liked to tell.  Only 
Lois changed it from “the woman who had 
escaped from the nuthouse carrying a big 
knife,” to “the man without a head who had 

escaped from the nuthouse carrying a big 
knife.”  With or without head, just hearing 
about anyone escaping from the nuthouse had 
been enough to give any child nightmares, 
myself, included.

Being two grades ahead of Nancy and 
me, Cindy had been the youngest of the 
Kurtz children.  Then came Lois, Kathy, 
Marlene, and the two boys, Billy and Fred-
die, who were always “coming and going.” 
It seemed that someone had always been 
“coming and going” in the Kurtz house.  
Even their dog, Snippy, used to come and 
go all the time as he patrolled the streets of 
Conover and Alpine. 

Yelling “trick or treat” at the Kurtz’s 
front door, Cindy quickly handed us home-
made popcorn wrapped in paper, making 
Nancy and me think she was saving the “good 
stuff” for herself.  Then, off we hurried to 
join the other neighborhood kids filling the 
sidewalks.  Like in the fairy tale about Hansel 
and Gretel, we had all left a trail behind us 
that night, but instead of one trail of bread 
crumbs, it had been many trails of empty 
chocolate candy wrappers.  

Much later, Nancy and I had stood on 
the corner by Chuck’s Tavern eating some 
chocolate to get enough energy to walk up 
the street to go home.  Although not wanting 
the night to ever end, we had known we had 
to hurry to make our 8 o’clock curfew.  Then, 
“out of nowhere,” Cindy appeared carrying, 
I think, a pillowcase, bulging with candy.  
“Come with me!!” Cindy had yelled as she 
ran passed us towards the new development 
off Ridgeway Avenue in Melrose.  With the 
words, “OR ELSE,” in our minds overshad-
owed by the greed of getting more chocolate 
candy, we followed after her.  

To our shock, when we got to the devel-
opment, all of the houses were in darkness, 
except one.  Climbing up the cement steps, a 
woman opened the door to the sound of our 
lackluster “trick or treat.”  In total disbelief, 
she had happily handed us each an apple.  An 
apple!!! We had risked, “OR ELSE,” for one 
crummy little apple.  Knowing what was to 
come, Nancy and I had walked as slowly as 
we could back to Mechanicsville. By then, 
Cindy had taken off, leaving us to face the 
“OR ELSE” alone.  Just as night follows 
day, and stomachaches follow eating too 
much candy, the “OR ELSE” did come for 
the both of us…and it had been all for that 
one lousy little apple.

HAPPY HALLOWEEN MEMORIES, 
EVERYONE!!!

(Elaine “Holton” Scott may be contacted 
at siteseein526@bellsouth.net.)

By Elaine Scott
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Old Friends

1948-Members of St. Mary's Class of '48 having fun on a class trip to New York City are  
bottom row (l-r) Alfons Marczak, Frank Carney, Mario Birardi, Robert Nordling.  Top 
row (l-r) Eugene Szeszko, Stephen Malik, Joseph Seminaro.  (Photo courtesy of Alfons 
Marczak).

“THEY DID THE MASH…THEY DID THE 
MONSTER MASH……”

By Henny Conroy “The Ghost”

I guess, like Little Anthony said, there 
really are just two kinds of people in the 
world, but in this case the people I’m refer-
ring to are the ones  who get Halloween and 
those who don’t. And by “get Halloween” 
I don’t mean the Halloween of  taking your 
kids around the neighborhood for treats, or 
standing by the door and handing out Clark 
Bars to the hordes of nylon sheathed Spider 
Men, Sponge Bob Square Pants, and Hannah 
Montanas parading up and down your block 
at the un-Halloweenish hour of  4 in the 
afternoon.  I mean the Halloween of going 
out to a party in a costume that makes you 
feel glad to be alive and whooping it up. You 
see, holidays are much more important to 
our psychic good health that we think. It’s 
important to celebrate holidays. They are 
the milestones or markers with which we 
measure the passage of our time with friends 
and family in this vale of tears.

For example. I can still remember the 
very first Halloween Costume Party that I 
was part of as a DJ  in English’s Pub back 
in the fall of 1981, and I can still clearly 
visualize the costumes from that night. Burk 
Lamberson Jr. and his friends were dressed 
up as the Beach Boys; in costume, also, was 
the rock group “Danny and the Tremendos”, 
and I think Mimi and Eileen were dressed as 
harem dancers , and Johnnie Dragotta dunked 
his head into the water tub full of apples and 
won a big prize. However, the costume of 
costumes all through the years has to belong  
our own South Amboy poet laureate and 
Lincoln Conspiracy original band member, 
Albie Gomolka, and his award winning 
portrayal of Abraham Lincoln complete with 
stove pipe hat and scraggly beard.

Of course, first, you have to have a party 
to go to. The places that first come to mind 
are the Knights or the Legion or the Elks or 
the Moose or the VFW or a church group or 
a boat club or a swimming club or a school 
group or a good old house party.  If the right 
mix of people are there, a house party has 
great potential for a fun night to remember. 
And speaking as your friendly, neighborhood 
DJ, I can assure you that all the music you’ll 
need at your house party is a Motown Great-
est Hits album and an Old Disco Hits album. 

The David Street Gang-Recently got together to support a Pete Kenny Association event at 
The Blue Moon in South Amboy.  Sitting (l-r) are Tim Walczak, Ken Walczak, Jerry Garnett, 
Hank Megill.  Back row (l-r) Bill Garnett, Ray Downs, Tom Szatkowski, Tom Downs, Ed 
Szatkowski.  (Photo by Brian Stratton)

Let the Motown 
songs play over 
and over from 
when the party 
starts around 9-
ish till about 12 
midnight, then  
put on the Disco 
album and the 
place will be 
rocking.

Also, since we’re talking about costume 
party, the outfit that you wear must be given 
a great deal of attention.  You have to take 
the time to get the costume just right. One 
year I saw my daughter, Shannon,  dress 
up as the Tippi Hedrin character in Alfred 
Hitchcock’s movie, “The Birds” with a host 
of sparrows lodged in her long, blonde wig, 
and it showed me that my own flesh and 
blood had captured the visceral essence of 
the true Halloween costume spirit, and it mad 
me proud. Not only proud, but she inspired 
me to to get in the right spirit myself.  So I 
spent the entire day spray painting strips of 
wide yellow bands on a black tee shirt out 
in my back yard looking like one of those 
primitive types we see on TV washing their 
clothes on a river bank, because I wanted to 
be one of the bees from Saturday Night Live, 
but  I was too cheap to spring for the “store 
bought” version of the costume.    

 Of course, we all know what it is, also, 
to be totally out of the loop on Halloween, 
to be sitting home and not invited anywhere.  
But you are reading this in the SA Times 
so even if you don’t have a group to party 
with, you are lucky enough to be in a town 
that has some great neighborhood bars that 
provide the best that Halloween has to offer. 
You’ll have the music:“ The Monster Mash’, 
“Ghostbusters”, “Werewolf of London,” 
“Thriller” “Abracadabra”. You’ll have 
groovy Halloween tee shirts or other “bar 
bling”.  You’ll have a chance to win some 
valuable prizes if you go out in costume as 
you should. This year get with the program. 
Dress up and go out. Make some Halloween 
memories. And don’t tell me you’re too old. 
Nobody is older than me.

Henny the DJ @aol.com

HENNY
CONROY
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Gifts From Home-For the 55th time, members of American Legion Post 211 in Sayreville and 
family members prepared packages to be sent to troops in Iraq and Afghanistan.  This time 
they are sending packages to P.F.C. Eric Rand and his platoon buddies stationed in Iraq.
Pictured (l-r) Service Officer Roy Place, Past Commander Ed Pietraszka, Commander Larry 
Doyle, P.F.C. Rand's mother, Lynette Rand, friend Patrick Reo, and Eric's grandfather, Joe 
Waresk.  (Photo courtesy of Jerry Springard, Post 211 Historian)

Farewell Sister-Sacred Heart School students Raeanne Suchciki and Stephanie Tuquero 
say goodbye to former principal Sister Kateri.

Church To 
Celebrate 40th 
Anniversary

Trinity United Methodist Church, 815 
Bordentown Ave., Sayreville/South Amboy, 
will celebrate its 40th Anniversary on Sun-
day, Nov. 16th at the 10 a.m. Worship Service.  
A reception will immediately follow the 
service.  Family, friends and neighbors are 
invited to share in the blessings of the day.

Thanksgiving Pie 
Sale

Thanksgiving pies are on sale to ben-
efit St. Stan's 8th grade class.  10 flavors 
of delicious, fresh baked pies including 
sugar-free apple.  Other flavors are: Apple, 
apple-crumb, blueberry, blueberry crumb, 
peach, pecan, cherry, mince, and of course, 
pumpkin.  All pies are 9", fresh made, not 
frozen, preservative free, and family made at 
Wemrock Orchards.  Priced at $13.50 each, 
all pies are to be picked up on Tuesday, Nov. 
25 at St. Stan's School from 1-7 p.m., just in 
time for Thanksgiving.  Deadline to order 
is Nov. 17.  To place an order, call Donna 
Malik at 732-233-3328 or Jeanette Erla at 
732-991-0352.  

This year, give yourself a break, don't 
bake, buy your holiday pies!

Pancake Breakfast
The Sayreville Lions Club will hold its 

Fall Pancake Breakfast on Nov. 2 at Sayre-
ville Middle School Cafeteria from 8 a.m. to 
noon.  Tickets are $5 -adults and $3-children.  
Tickets are available from members or at the 
door of the Middle School Cafeteria on the 
day of the Pancake Breakfast.

Spaghetti Dinner
The Sacred Heart HSA is sponsoring a 

spaghetti dinner on Saturday, November 8 
beginning at 4:00 pm.  For more information, 
please call 732-553-9459.

Halloween Tricky 
Tray

St. Stan's Athletic Association will hold 
its Annual Children's Halloween Tricky Tray 
on Sat., Oct. 25th from 12 noon to 4 p.m. 
at St. Stan's School, 221 MacArthur Ave., 
Sayreville.  Admission is $3.  A costume 
parade will be held at 1:30 p.m. and prizes 
will be awarded.  Drawings will begin at 2 
p.m.  The kitchen will be open.

17

Ladies Auxiliary 
Meeting

Sayreville:  Ladies Auxiliary will hold 
their monthy meeting on Octobeer 29th,2008 
at 7PM instead of October 28,2008 at Jernee 
Mill Road wher our District#8 President 
Susan Hargos will visitour auxiliary with a 
dinner and then inspect our books and meet-
ing. Any Infro call Lucy @732-264-3041. 

Hand In Hand
By Al Gomolka Jr.

Times Poet Laureate
c.1986

A hand in hand
With a common goal
Is a stronger bond
Then welded steel
Choose your partner
Chase the cause
Outstretch your hands
And grab a hold.
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Volunteers Julia Nieratko (l) and Barbara Currie (r) watch to see what lucky number comes 
in on the wheel at the cake stand.

This spooky Halloween display got rave reviews at the St. Stan's Oktoberfest.

St. Stan's Oktoberfest  
(Photos by Tom Burkard)
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Dr. John F. Weber

To Our Beloved 
Dr. J.F. Weber

By The Nurses of South
Amboy Memorial Hospital

1961
The time has come and you must go
And we shall bid goodbye.
To work with you, to know you, is to love 
you,
And none will be too proud to cry.
If some tears are shed today
They are shed for someone great
Someone who has paved a way,
Paved a way through these halls
With suffering and pain.
Spent hours away from his loved ones
So other could love again.
These corners will always hold your pres-
ence
Though we'll be miles apart
And each of us have memories of you
That we will cherish in our heart.
There are so many things we will never be 
able to forget
Things we owe to you, in gratitude and 
debt.
What we wish for you
And telling you how proud we are to have 
known you
Would take forever and a day.
So we'll sum it all in one
And this is what we'll say;
As we bid you fond farewell
In our hearts we shall caress you.
Each one of us will bow our heads
In asking God to bless you.

*This beautiful tribute was written 
by the nurses of South Amboy Memorial 
Hospital as a tribute to the legendary local 
Dr. John F. Weber when he retired in 1961 
after 43 years of service to the local com-
munities.

Long Ago In Our Town

1958-Members of the Parade Committee for South Amboy's 50th Anniversary celebration are 
seated (l-r) Francis Chonsky Sr., Alfred "Alfie" O'Connor, John "Jack" Hospidor, Francis X. 
O'Brien, Larry McMahon Sr.  Standing (l-r) John McCloud, Rudy Neumann Sr., Al Sorrentino 
Sr., Ken Mundy, and Joe Kudelka. 

Events At Dowdell
Monday, Oct. 27-Come see our Hal-

loween Spooktacular Magic Show at 6:45 
p.m.!  Magician Mark Zacharia gives a 
magical show where we will catch a few 
ghosts and have some brain-sucking fun!  
Thurs., Oct. 30-Open Mic Night!  Join 
us at 6:30 p.m. to show off some of your 
many talents!  We are especially interested 
in featuring some acoustic music!  Friday, 
Oct. 31-Stop by on Halloween in costume 
to pick up a treat and enter into the raffle to 
win a Goosebumps DVD.

Lighthouse Program

South Amboy Youth 
Wins Honor

Peter Byrne, a student in the South 
Amboy Middle High School has received the 
honor of being the number 56 youth walker in 
the nation as of August 6, 2008.  Peter raised 
$2,450 for the March of Dimes March for 
Babies walk that was held in April.  Peter’s 
hard work, dedication, and commitment to 
the cause is just one example of the strong 
compassion and spirit that thrives throughout 
the South Amboy Middle High School.

The March for Babies, formerly known 
as the WalkAmerica, is sponsored by the 
March of Dimes, a non-profit organization 
dedicated to providing assistance to prema-
ture babies and their families.  Each year, 
the South Amboy Middle High School’s 
tremendous fundraising efforts for this cause 
makes them a top leader in the state. 

Halloween Again
Author Unknown

Hey everybody
It's Halloween again
Time for friends and
Lots of fun
It's quite a scene
Kids on the run
From door to door
Trick or Treatin'
For candy and more
Wearing crazy costumes
And scary faces
Halloween fun
Is in all places
It's the number one show
The kids all love it
As they're on the go
It's the time of the year
It's Halloween again
A time for fun
A time for friends

On Saturday, November 8th the New 
Jersey Lighthouse Society has invited 
residents to join them at the Raritan Bay 
Waterfront Park (off O’Leary Boulevard) 
where Elaine Gaber, Director of the Sadie 
Pope Dowdell Library of South Amboy will 
present a Great Beds Lighthouse program 
at 9:30 am.  

The Great Beds Light, built in 1880, is 
only a half-mile off South Amboy in Raritan 
Bay and aptly named after the oyster beds on 
which it stands.   The light was automated 
in 1945 and continues to warn mariners of 
impeding shoals.  For more interesting facts 
about this historic landmark, just drop in for 

the hour-long program under the gazebo, 
rain or shine.

You may contact the library at 
732.721.6060 or comments@dowdell.org 
or Renard Petronzio at 856-346-9030 to 
inquire about participating in the bus tour 
of NY/NJ lighthouses.



South Amboy-Sayreville Times October �5, �008   15

Colleen and Todd Norton (first two on bottom from left), owners of Todd's Dugout in South 
Amboy are pictured with friends, volunteers, and members of the family of Eddie Szatkowski.  
The event was a huge success, and everyone is to be congratulated for doing such a fine 
job!  

Fundraiser For Autism 

Todd's Dugout recently held a fundraiser with The Donny Shots Foundation called "Eddie 
Shots BBQ," in which proceeds were donated to Autism Research and Awareness.  The 
event was held in memory of the late and beloved Eddie Szatkowski Jr.  Pictured are his 
parents, brother and cousins.  (Photos by Tom Burkard)
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Taxidermy-is a talented local band consisting of (l-r) South Amboy's Jefferson Zavala (lead 
guitar/vocals), South Amboy's Morgan Malkiewicz (bass guitar), Old Bridge's Cait Fradella 
(rhythm guitar), and South Amboy's Dillon Hertlein (drums).  Taxidermy has recorded 4 
songs on myspace.com  Check them out at myspace.com/njtaxidermy.  (Photo courtesy 
of Taxidermy)

Youngsters and parents lined up for the popular Spiderman attraction at the St. Stan's 
Annual Oktoberfest. (Photo by Tom Burkard)

Rumbles From The '98 Rock 'N' Roll 
Reunion

By Clem Skarzynski

Hey rock 'n' rollers, Sept. 13th marked 
the 10-year anniversary of the '98 Rock 'N' 
Roll Reunion!  Wow, where did those 10 
years go?  Well, 2 local bands the reunited 
then, are still goin' strong today.  Morgan 
based "Collage," the 7-piece "AM Radio" 
horn influenced rockers just did the Elks 
Picnic at Burke's Park.  And Georgie, Jerry, 
Ron, Roy, Bobby, and Johnny "Rockets" 
sounded great.  And the boys who gave me 
a second chance at playin' some rock 'n' roll, 
"The Rockdaddys" did the annual DuPont 
Picnic in June at Burke's Park.  Also, the 
writer just had the pleasure of jammin' with 
Timmy, Fran, and Emmie at their weekly 
"Sunday morning goin' to church basement 
jam."  Thanks, Daddys.  That was fun!  I've 
also got a rain check to jam with Collage 
soon.  I'll keep you posted.

Hey, congrats go out to fellow musician, 
songwriter and author, Mr. Jerry Smith on 
his retirement after 36 years with the County 
Board of Special Services.  Jerry, after you 
get thru those unending "Honey do lists," 
you'll have plenty of time to write another 
book, and compose a few more songs!  My 
best wishes Jerry.  You deserve all the best.  
And a great job as emcee at the 7th Annual 

Raritan Bay Seafood Fest.
Hey, you guitar boys and girls.  Great 

news on a local "Stomp Box-Pedal" wizard 
I've found.  (Actually he's my neighbor) 
Kevin Russell started messin' with the older 
Big Muff Fuzz things, tryin' different compo-
nents, upgrading, etc. and his expertise took 
off from there.  I've tried Kevin's re-creations 
of the 60's-70's Stomp Box Holy Grails.  The 
"Foxx Tone Machine" (My favorite, and I 
got one of the first ones of Kevin's remakes.  
Awesome, the "Fender Bender," "Ampeg 
Scrambler,"  "The MK II Tone Bender," The 
LPB 1 Booster," and of course the "Oliveg-
reen Big Muff."  Kevin searched for parts 
and components, and compared and built 
each one to the original, "You've got to find 
the right combination of matching transis-
tors to obtain the original sounds," Kevin 
stated, and "I'll build each unit as "old" or 
"new" with true bypass for no loss of pure 
tone."  He'll also install power filters for AC 
adaptors.  For more info on the web, go to 
KGR_CUSTOM_SHOP (That's his E-Bay 
logo) or call him at 516-903-4075.  Great 
Retro sounding Stompers.  Try 'em out.  Till 
the next time, Rock 'n' Rollers be well.

Ron Nash Releases New CD
By Clem Skarzynski

I've heard this local "shredder" quite a 
few times with his band "Hung Jury," and 
have been awed at his versatility with the 
axe.  Talkin' about local rocker Ron Nash 
and his self titled CD "Unspoken Com-
munication."

My first impression was his own special 
playing technique along with a definite Joe 
Satriani-esque flavor.  Ron's metal back-
ground is apparent in most of his cuts, but 
my faves are Cut #4, "Lady In Space"-A 
little hint of a "Jazz" mix, Cuts #6 "Xtra 
Page" and #9, "The End (For Now)" blew 
me away cause I had an instant flashback 
to the Swedish rockers "Focus," remember 
"Hocus Pocus" with Tiss Van Leer as the 
yodeler.  Ron's "quick shred" style is apparent 

on both cuts.  On Cut #15 "Secrets In Your 
Heart," I heard a little bit of Robin Trowers 
melodic lines.  Great back-up work on bass 
by "Joe Bass" Moldanado and Brett London 
on drums.  Also, great tracks 11-15 from 
"Atlantean Crystal," Ron's earlier group.  A 
project started in 1996-97, was well worth 
the wait, and the finished product a fantastic 
job, Ron!  Nice, nice guitar work and studio 
work.  Kudos to the CD's Illustrator Johnny 
Tyszkiewicz, and Graphic Design by Mark  
Tasca.  Awesome work!  Mr. Nash, nice 
original work.  Well done!

*Order your copy of Ron's new CD, 
"Unspoken Communication" now, by going 
to I-Tunes or CD Baby.

#1 Pop Hits On Oct. 
25th
2002-A Moment Like This-Kelly Clark-
son
1993-Dreamlover-Mariah Carey
1981-Arthur's Theme-Christopher Cross
1975-Bad Blood-Neil Sedaka
1968-Hey Jude-The Beatles
1958-It's All In The Game-Tommy Ed-
wards

#1 Country Hits On 
Oct. 25th
1994-She's Not The Cheatin' Kind-Brooks 
& Dunn
1980-I Believe In You-Don Williams
1972-Funny Face-Donna Fargo
1964-I Don't Care-Buck Owens
1959-The Three Bells-The Browns

One Hit Wonders
20 Years Ago
1988-I Want To Be Your Man-Roger; 

Pump Up The Volume-M/A/R/R/S; She's 
Like The Wind-Patrick Swayze; You Don't 
Know-Scarlett & Black; My Girl-Suave; 
Two Occasions-Deele; Nite And Day-Al 
B. Sure!; Rush Hour-Jane Wiedlin; Don't 
Worry Be Happy-Bobby McFerrin; The 
Promise-When In Rome.

Music Trivia
Days Of The Week

By Tom Burkard
1.__Friday I'm In Love a.The Rolling Stones
2.__Sunday Will Never Be The Same b.The Mamas & The Papas
3.__Never On  Sunday c.Spanky & Our Gang
4.__Friday On My Mind d.Jay & The Americans
5.__Come Saturday Morning e.Chicago
6.__Monday, Monday f.The Bay City Rollers
7.__Blue Monday g.The Drifters
8.__Ruby Tuesday h.Lynyrd Skynyrd
9.__Sunday And Me i.The Moody Blues
10._Saturday In The Park j.The Easybeats
11._Saturday Night k.Cat Stevens
12._Another Saturday Night l.Fats Domino
13._Saturday Night Special m.The Sandpipers
14._Saturday Night At The Movies n.The Cure
15._Tuesday Afternoon o.The Chordettes

Answers
1n 2c 3o 4j 5m 6b 7l 8a 9d 10e 11f 12k 13h 14g 15i.      

Fall Foliage Hike
Cheesequake State Park will sponsor 

a Fall Foliage Hike on Oct. 26 starting at 
the Interpretive Center at 1 p.m.  Enjoy a 
brisk fall walk and see the beautiful autumn 
season of colors.  For more info call 732-
566-3208.

Bridges Of Peace To Hold Benefit Jam
Bridges of Peace, a nonprofit group was 

founded in 2004 in Sayreville, NJ.  They 
invite volunteers to collect items for children 
and send them to U.S. soldiers stationed in 
Iraq who in turn distribute them to children in 
areas of the country that are poverty-stricken.  
The benefit is being called The "Jersey 
Shore Jam" and for good reason.  Many of 
the Jersey Shore’s top musical talent will 
be on hand for the show.  The benefit show 
will be held Nov. 23 at The Headliner club 
in Neptune. The concert will run 3-8 p.m. 
and will benefit the establishment of Beth 
Miriam, a house of hospitality in Jersey 
City, and aid the Bridges of Peace "Help 

a Child Through a Soldier" project. Artists 
who have signed on so far include Gary U.S. 
Bonds, Bob Burger, Boccigalupe and the Bad 
Boys, The Intentions, Jody Joseph and the 
Average Joes,  Ray Korona, and the Rock 
n' Roll Chorus. Bridges of Peace is asking 
companies and individuals to become event 
sponsors, at $1,000 to $5,000, or program 
book advertisement sponsors, ranging from 
$25 to $200.  To purchase tickets and get 
more information on this event visit bridg-
esofpeace.org.

50 Years Ago
1958-The governing body of the 

Borough of Sayreville consisted of Mayor 
Anthony Popowski, and Councilmen Harold 
Boehm, Edward Fielek, J. Howard Kolb, 
Raymond Presnal, Alfred Schussler, and 
Joseph Ziemba.  

South Amboy, which was celebrating 
its 50th Year as a city featured Mayor Jo-
seph Charmello, Councilman-at-Large and 
City Council President Leon Wisniewski, 
and Councilmen Al J. Jankowski, James 
VanDerveer, John Howley, and Lee Swi-
atkowski.

Other key figures in the City of South 
Amboy were: John Triggs, City Clerk; 
John Mullane, City Solicitor; John Everitt, 
Magistrate; Frank Gordon, Tax Collector; 
Mary Wenzel, Asst. Tax Collector; John D. 
Leonard, Treasurer; Frank Minnick, Asst. 
Treasurer; John Gleason, Chief of Police; 
John Roberts, Chief of Fire Dept.
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School Sports
By Tom Burkard

(As of Oct. 14)

Football
Sayreville (5-0) Coach George Najjar 

continues to work his magic, as the Bombers 
are the #1 club in Middlesex County and one 
of the finest powers in the state.  Quarterback 
Mike McLafferty directs the explosive of-
fense, which is led by Javon Hodges, James 
DeMild, Matt Gruytch, and a host of others 
who have scored TD's this season including 
Curtis Davison, David Milewski, and Mario 
Amato.  Daryl Stephenson has missed only 
one extra point attempt so far. 

Cardinal McCarrick (0-4) Sparkling for 
the Eagles thus far are Brenton Widgeon 2 
TD's, John Radich 1 TD, Mike Garced 1 TD, 
and Jesse Stone 1 TD.  Taylor Clark has 1 
touchdown pass.
Boys Soccer

South Amboy (10-1) Coach Tony G.'s 
Guvs have been incredible!  The Purple & 
Gold clinched the Gold Division title very 
early this season.  Led by the county's scoring 
leader, Rusty Shamborovsky, SA also gets 
plenty of net from Dave Tucka, Christian 
Geant, Mike Ramirez, Diege Cuello, Bryan 
Carpio, Rob Ramirez, and Dave Eib. Goalie 
Dylan Brown has been super, racking up an 
unbelievable 7 shutouts so far.

Sayreville (7-6) The Bombers get lots of 
scoring from Kene Eze, Sean Mosser, soph 
Ferid Kolenovic, Nick Colgan and Dylan 
Smith.  Mitchell Pokrywa has one shutout 
as goaltender. 

Cardinal McCarrick (2-8) Chris Simon 
and Costa are the big scorers on an Eagles 
team that has also received goals from Dillon 
Rinkens, Hyan Ho Lee, Jaramillo, Wasczak, 
and soph Emmanuel Caspa.

Girls Soccer
Sayreville (12-2) Freshman Fahreta 

Kolenovic has been terrific, and can put 
points on the board.  Also scoring big for 
the Bombers is Jolise Aponte, Heather 
Roy, Amanda Mathisen, Stacy Jankielwicz, 
Danielle Hogan and Sarah Barnes.  Allie 
Cuozo and Kristi Drake have split time as 
goaltender and excelled. 

South Amboy (9-3) Coach Ken Blekes-
ki's girls have been superb after 10 games.  
Casey Jukus recently scored her 20th goal 
of the season, and is #1 in the county in 
scoring.  She gets plenty of offensive help 
from Audrey Gagnon, Margarita Galanos, 
Rebecca English, Hannah Riley, Caitlyn 
Hubbard, Courtney Bouchard, Alannah 
Flaherty.  Goalie Melissa McCreary has 2 
shutouts.

Cardinal McCarrick (7-5) Coach Jeff 
Sprague's Lady Eagles feature a very talented 
lineup, and get most of their offensive pop 
from Sarah Balon, Maggie Presnal, Rebecca 
Beshada, Christina Chafos, Amanda Murray, 
Vicki Lussier, and Smith.  Goalie Emma 
Murray has 2 shutouts.
Girls Tennis

Sayreville (11-4) Top players in singles 
competition are Tanasia Wilson, Jessica 
Kitrys, Shena Shah.  Other fine players 
include:  Monica Khatari, Bansari Trivedi, 
Sonya Shah, Fallon Conry, Sanzana Faroque, 
Regina Strugala.

Cardinal McCarrick (5-5-1) Best in 
singles so far: Ji Yu Won, Jessica Hartland, 
Jessica Costa.  Top doubles performers: Kasia 
Danielczyk, Jamie Williams, Alanna Cho-
lewa, Jennifer Shereyka, Nicole Korinko. 

South Amboy (0-10) Leading the 
singles players are Diane Dzioba and Mary 
O'Connor.  Best doubles netters are Brittany 
Larkin, and Gaby Stanjek.
Boys Cross Country

South Amboy (6-1) Coach Fred Henry's 
contingent is looking great again this season.  
The best Purple & Gold runners are Matt 
Richmond, Kyle Septor, Johnny Winkler 
and Connor Anderson.

Sayreville (3-3) Best Bomber runners 
are: Nick Pizzi, Stephen Bisaha, Terrence 
O'Connor and Sean Hulligans.

Cardinal McCarrick (3-4) Coach Ed 
Twomey's Eagles are paced by Gerard Pic-
colomini, Ryan Kelly, Mike Costello, and 
John Costello.
Girls Cross Country

Sayreville (4-2) Top cross country girls 
for the Bombers are: Shannon McKenna, 
Melissa Gulyas, Erin Fitzgibbons, Katie 
Seaman, and Kristy McKenzie.

South Amboy (6-2) Devon Carney is 
the top runner for the talented Lady Guvs, 
and is followed by Aubrey DeLeo, Kim 
Richmond, and Nicole Acosta.

Cardinal McCarrick (1-5) Top runners 
are: Joanna Prumos, Sydney Ransom, Sheri 
Malkiewicz, Sandra Musialek, Shiane Wil-
liams.
Field Hockey

Sayreville (5-6-1) Lanie Andrews has 
been the top offensive threat recently.  Other 
fine performers include Danielle Hoyte, 
Kelly Mazur, Chantel King and Chrissy 
Deleto.  Jamie Unkel has been tough as 
the goalie.

Bongiorno To 
Represent N.J.

Joseph Bongiorno, local senior from 
Sayreville, was recently selected to repre-
sent the State of New Jersey at Dodgertown 
Camp.  The National Tournament will be 
held in Vero Beach, Florida December 27th, 
28th, 29th and 30th.  Tryouts were held at 
Trenton Thunder, Sunday, October 5th and 
sponsored by The Baseball Factory, Team 
One, and Under Armor.  Player Showcases 
for Joe included the 60 yard dash for speed 
and agility, also Infield Player Showcase, 
along with Player Assessment for arm 
strength and batting. 

Currently a varsity baseball player at 
Sayreville War Memorial High School, 
Joe, who also played ball for the American 
Legion Post 62 in South Amboy over the 
summer, started out as a real slugger play-
ing for South Amboy High School when he 
was just a freshman.  That year, 2005-2006 
season, the team clinched the Gold Division 
and went on to the GMC finals and through 
to the “States.” 

“Best of Luck, Bongi!”  We’ll all be 
rooting for you! 

Guvs Blast Eagles
South Amboy boys' soccer club easily 

downed the Eagles of Cardinal McCarrick, 
7-0.  Coach Tony Gonsalves' Guvs got goals 
from 6 different players.  Christian Geant led 
the way with 2 goals, Rusty Shamborovsky 
scored 1, Dave Tucka had a goal and 2 as-
sists, Diego Cuello, Mike Ramirez and Bryan 
Carpio notched a goal apiece.

Lady Guvs Win
Courtney Bouchard blasted in the game-

winning goal on a penalty kick in the 2nd 
overtime to give South Amboy a hard-fought 
2-1 victory over cross-town rival Cardinal 
McCarrick.  Casey Jukus also scored for SA.  
Anna Kemble found the net for the Lady 
Eagles to sent the contest into OT.

SA Runs By 
McCarrick

The South Amboy boys and girls cross 
country teams both breezed by Cardinal 
McCarrick.  

SA boys won 22-33, over the Blue 
& Gold, which was a tri-meet including 
Dunellen. Guvs' Matt Richmond copped 2nd 
place in 17:44.  Others local finishers were: 
3-Gerard Piccolomini (CM) 17:52; 4-Kyle 
Septor (SA) 18:02; 5-Connor Anderson (SA) 
18:08; 7-Ryan Kelly (CM) 18:20; 8-Johnny 
Winkler (SA) 19:04; 10-John Costello (CM) 
19:37.

South Amboy girls outraced the Lady 
Eagles 23-32, also a tri-meet including 
Dunellen.  SA's Devon Carney captured 
1st place in 23:51.  Other locals placing 
were: 3-Aubrey DeLeo (SA) 23:54; 4-Kim 
Richmond (SA) 24:44; 5-Joanna Prumos 
(CM) 24:50; 7-Sydney Ransom (CM) 25:28; 
8-Sheri Malkiewicz (CM) 26:30; 9-Sandra 
Musialek (CM) 27:44; Nicole Acosta (CM) 
28:23.

McCarrick Tops 
Purple & Gold

Cardinal McCarrick girls' tennis team 
topped South Amboy 4-1.  In singles play, 
Jessica Costa (CM) defeated Mary O'Connor 
(SA) 6-2, 6-1; Ji Yu Won (CM) beat Kylie 
O'Rourke (SA) 6-4, 3-6, 6-3; Jessica Hart-
land (CM) won over Stephanie Sirna (SA) 
6-4, 6-2.  In doubles competition, Kaisa 
Danielczyk-Jamie Williams (CM) were 
victorious over Gaby Stanjek-Kaitlyn Pe-
terson; SA's team of Diane Dzioba-Brittany 
Larkin stopped Elizabeth Fell-Mary Grace 
Piccolomini (CM). 

McQuade #1
Sayreville's Ashley McQuade led 

Bishop Ahr's powerhouse gymnastics team 
to the Pioneer Classics Invitational cham-
pionship.  The talented senior captured 1st 
place All-Around for the champs.

Pizzi Wins 
Sayreville Race

16-year old Nick Pizzi of Sayreville, 
won the "Hit The Bricks 5-Mile Race in 
Sayreville on Saturday, October 11th.  
Congratulations to a very talented, young 
runner!

A PRAYER FOR HEALING
Lord, you invited all who are burdened to come 

to You.  Allow your healing hand to heal me.  Touch 
my soul with Your compassion for others.  Touch 
my heart with Your courage and infinite love for all.  
Touch my mind with Your wisdom, that my mouth may 
always proclaim Your praise.  Teach me to reach out 
to You in my need.  Help me to lead others to You by 
my example.  Most loving Heart of Jesus, bring me 
health in body and spirit so that I may serve You with 
all my strength.  Touch gently this life which you have 
created.  Amen -T.B.

Cardinal McCarrick quarterback Jesse Stone completes a pass to John Radich against 
Dunellen at Waterfront Park.  (Photos by Tom Burkard) 

The South Amboy Governors celebrate after defeating Cardinal McCarrick's Eagles 5-1 in 
soccer to capture the Mayor's Cup.  (Photo by Brian Stratton)

Guvs Win Mayor's 
Cup

Coach Tony Gonsalves' South Amboy 
Governors downed Cardinal McCarrick, 5-1 
in soccer to capture the Mayor's Cup.  Dave 
Tucka led the way with a goal and 2 assists, 
and Rusty Shamborovsky, added a goal and 
assist.  Christian Geant and Eib also scored 
for SA.  Jaramillo scored for the Eagles. 

Rusty Shamborovsky

Vikes Upset 
Sayreville

In a battle of unbeaten football teams, 
South Brunswick shocked #1 ranked Sayre-
ville, 13-9 to snap the Blue & Gray's perfect 
(5-0) start.  Matt Guytch scored a touchdown 
on a 5 yd. run, and Daryl Stephenson booted a 
23-yd. field goal for the Bombers scoring.  
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From The Sports Archives
The Local Sports Memory Machine By Tom Burkard

T.H.E. 
Game

Glory Days in
Local Sports

Pictured is the 1975 Hoffman High School Governors basketball team.  Standing (l-r) Rich 
Garsick, Tim O'Leary, Joe "Moose" McCarthy, Tom Suau, Tom Billich, Ed Slusarek, Alvah 
Cox, Danny Lewis, George Hubbs, George Bongiorno, Bruce Richmond.  Kneeling (l-r) 
Coach Ray "Butch" Tomaszewski, Bob Besner.

1954-Hoffman nipped Point 
Pleasant, 4-3 in baseball, be-

hind winning pitcher Ray 
"Butch" Tomaszewski, who 

fired a 9-hitter and struck out 9.  Steve 
Malkiewicz belted a single and double. 
1963-The Sayreville Bombers football club 
shellacked Steinert, 26-0.  John McCarthy 
accounted for 2 touchdown runs of 21 yards, 
and 2 yards.  George Armstrong blocked a 
punt and returned it 6 yards for a TD, and 
Gary Bodak recovered a blocked punt, and 
returned it 5 yards for a 6-pointer.  1976-St. 
Mary's slugged St. John Vianney, 10-3 behind 
winning pitcher Mike Grimley.  Soph catcher, 
Bob Bauman blasted a 3-run homer.  1987-
Hoffman girls basketball team won its 4th 
straight CJ Group I title, hammering Henry 
Hudson, 80-40.  Lynn Ust paved the way with 
30 points, Tricia Popowski scored 12, Krissy 
Kuziemski 12, Jenny Kuziemski 10, and Lisa 
Smith 10.  The Guvs ran their season mark 
to (27-0), and extended their winning streak 
to 65 games under Coach Reggie Carney!  
1996-The Lady Guvs hoops contingent 
halted Highland Park, 40-30, as Jessica 
English pumped in 11 points and Hanna 
Glomska 10.  2002-Coach Ed Twomey's 
St. Mary's boys cross country club blew by 
North Brunswick, 15-44.  John Kugel took 
1st place in 17:47, and was followed in 2nd 
by Andy Ahern, and 3rd place R.J. Neuhoff.  
2002-Sayreville stopped South Brunswick, 
6-0 in Field Hockey.  Lynn Olender got the 
hat trick, and goalie Amy Pitti registered a 
2 save shutout.

Year-2002
Sport-Football
Teams-Cardinal McCarrick vs. Man-
ville
Recap-Cardinal McCarrick opened its season 
with the most lopsided victory in the school's 
history, by totally mauling Manville, 47-0.  
Kevon Green scored 3 touchdowns on runs 
of 1, 8, and 8 yards.  Quarterback Phil An-
derson fired a 10-yd. scoring strike to Mika 
Wilson, and Kevin Baptiste-Ousley lit up the 
scoreboard with a 41-yd. touchdown pass 
to Jose Rosario.  Perez scored on a 2 yd. 
TD run.  Billy Wagner sacked the Manville 
QB for a safety.  Ariel Nunez rushed for 63 
yards in 6 attempts.  Coach Ron Raymond's 
wrecking crew piled up 316 yards to 37 for 
Manville, as the Eagles captured their first 
season opening win.  
MVP-Kevon Green

20 Years Ago
1988-The Hoffman Lady Governors 

basketball team captured their 4th consecu-
tive Group I State Championship by romping 
over Roselle Park, 65-44.  MVP, Krissy 
Kuziemski topped the scoring brigade with 
20 points.  She was followed by Lisa Smith 
16 points, Chris Noble 13 points and 11 
rebounds, Jenny Kuziemski 12 points, and 
Renee Bialoblocki 4 points.

The Purple & Gold became the first 
public school girls' team to win 4 consecutive 
state crowns.  The game marked the end of 
the schoolgirl careers for seniors Lisa Smith, 
Maryann Stephanick and Teresa "Peanut" 
Zulin.  All three played on the 4 state title 
teams from 1985-88.  Zulin held the victory 
trophy high as the Lady Guvs celebrated as 
they left the court.  Coach Reggie Carney, 
perhaps the greatest girls' basketball coach 
in NJ history, guided his club to a brilliant 
(31-1) record.  His 1986 and 1987 champions 
both went unbeaten with identical (30-0) 
records, and the '85 team was (28-2).  An 
amazing feat for Reggie and Hoffman High 
School!

45 Years Ago
1963-The South Amboy Sabres Pop 

Warner football club steamrolled over St. 
Francis of Metuchen, 39-13.  The Sabres 
scoring was as follows:  Tom "Red" Kelly 
connected on a 6 yard touchdown pass to 
Tommy Downs, and Pat McDonough got 
the extra point on an end run.  Kelly found 
Leo Dohan on a 52-yard scoring strike, and 
Fred Poli ran for the extra point.  McDonough 
tossed an 8 yard six pointer to Kelly.  The 
super fast McDonough also broke loose for 
TD runs of 25 and 23 yards.  Poli blasted 
loose for a 54 yard TD jaunt, and also got 
another extra point. 

Columbus Day 
Classic
50 Years Ago

1958-For many years St. Mary's and 
Hoffman High Schools did not have a foot-
ball team, and played one unofficial football 
game each year, on Columbus Day, and it was 
called the "Columbus Day Classic."

In '58, the Eagles, led by end Steve 
"Duckie" Flanagan romped to a 27-0 vic-
tory over the Governors.  Flanagan scored 
2 touchdowns on runs of 25 and 65 yards, 
and also blocked a kick that enabled Joe 
"Pinger" Phillips to recover the football and 
race for the final TD.  Pat Mullane also ran 
for a touchdown in the fourth quarter.  Bob 
Borbely and Cliff Carr each contributed 
extra points.

Some of the players who competed and 
their positions were: 

St. Mary's-Flanagan RE Zaleski RT 
Graber RG Quinlan C Lukie LG Phillips 
LE Charlie Nonnemacher RHB Carr FB 
Borbely QB

Hoffman-Jarusiewicz RT Gorczyca RG 
Ryan C Ritter LG Adams LE Moore RHB 
Martin FB Berry QB.

50 Years Ago
1958-The Sayreville Bombers crushed 

Our Lady of the Valley (Orange), 38-6 in the 
season finale.  Quarterback Charlie Skwira 
scored 3 touchdowns on a 9 yard run, 23 yard 
run, and also a 45 yard return on a fumble 
recovery.  Tommy "Red" Michaels, perhaps 
the greatest offensive player in Bombers 
history, broke loose for 2 TD's of 22 and 40 
yards, to end a truly outstanding schoolboy 
career.  Matty Zalewski also scored on a 1 
yard TD plunge, as Coach Homer Dill, in 
his first season as varsity coach guided the 
team to an excellent (6-3) record.  1975-
Hoffman nipped Somerset Tech, 70-69 in 
boys basketball.  George Bongiorno topped 
the scoring parade with 20 points, and was 
followed by Tom Suau 15, Joe "Moose" 
McCarthy 14, and Tom Billich 10.

Panthers State 
Champs

1996-The Morgan-Parlin Panthers 
nipped Hillsborough Dukes, 8-6, to cap-
ture the Pop Warner Midget Football State 
Championship.  The standout teams entered 
the contest with identical (11-1) records, and 
it was a real battle, marred by poor weather 
conditions such as rain and strong winds 
causing slippery footing.  

Thomas Howard scored the Panthers 
only touchdown, and Ben Isabella scored 
the winning 2-point conversion for Head 
Coach Greg Wasnak's Panthers.

South Amboy's former major leaguers had a blast at the St. Mary's HS Class of 1948 
Reunion, recently at the South Amboy Knights of Columbus #426 Hall.  Pictured 
(l-r) Johnny O'Brien, Allie Clark, Eddie O'Brien and Jack McKeon.  St. Mary's classes of 
1949-52 also reunited for the great event.  (Photo by Tom Burkard)

Members of the 1948 South Amboy All-Stars baseball team that went on to win the NJ State 
Amateur title, and finished #3 in the nation, got together at St. Mary's 60th Reunion, and  
reminisced about the good old days.  Pictured (l-r) Johnny O'Brien, Jack McKeon, Eddie 
O'Brien, John "King" Larkin, and Bill "Biff" McKeon.  (Photo by Tom Burkard) 

Youth League 
Managers

1987-The South Amboy Little Fellas 
League (9-12 years old) managers and 
their teams were: Progressive-Larry Nagle; 
R & R Printing-Mike Astarita; Smiley's 
Deli-Mike Novak; P.B.A.-Jim Holovacko; 
Enterprise F.C.-Tom Gorman; Protection 
F.C.-Joe Connors; Lions Club-Paul Soltys; 
K of C-John Bielak.

The Midget League (7-8 years old) 
managers and their teams were: Rangers-
Joe Silva; Astros-George Seaman; Pirates-
Charlie Hetzel; Dodgers-Wilbur Schmidt 
Jr.; Mets-Paul Gulick.

Polio Fundraiser
Late 1940's-A twin bill Polio Fundraiser 

was held at Sacred Heart Auditorium.  In the 
first contest, Clark All-Stars defeated Sacred 
Heart 71-55.  Johnny O'Brien poured in 22 
points, and received plenty of help from Jim 
Croddick 17 and Eddie O'Brien 9 points.  
Sacred Heart was paced by Johnny Zebro 
with 15 points, Tom  Zebro 13, Kelly 11 and 
Frank "Box" Zebro 10.  Others participating 
for Clark All-Stars were: Connors, Bennett, 
John Wortley, O'Leary, Ryan, Noble.  Sacred 
Heart-Ed "Lefty" Zebro, Leo Kedzierski, 
Szatkowski, and Zera.

In the second contest, Jack's Soda Shop 
belted St. John's New Brunswick, 52-40.  Joe 
Crowe scored 12 points to top all scorers, 
and was followed by Harkins 10, Triggs 8, 
John Norek 5, Selover 5, Read 4, Hoban 4, 
Frank "Inky" Norek 2, Fleming 2.

50 Years Ago
1958-The late Tom Kuc set a new 

Middlesex County CYO scoring record in 
the High School Division by firing in 37 
points to lead Sacred Heart to a 79-30 romp 
over Our Lady of Hungary.  Teammates Jim 
"Zeke" Walczak and Ed Pietraszka tossed in 
15 and 11 points respectively.
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Members of the Puppy Love & Friends 4-H Club with their Seeing Eye and Therapy Dogs. 
Members recently collected items for for the Parlin DuPont Credit Union Adopt-A-Soldier 
Platoon initiative.  With donations going to our country's Hero Dogs overseas.

4-H Club Collects Items for Hero Dogs
In cooperation with the Parlin DuPont 

Credit Union, Puppy Love & Friends is a 
Middlesex County 4-H Club helped collect 
items which will be sent to our hero dogs 
currently serving our country overseas.  
Puppy Love & Friends members raise & 
train puppies for the seeing eye school as 
well as companion animals for nursing 
homes.  Members collected funds and items 
to assist our Hero Dogs currently serving our 
military overseas. Club members collected 
donations of tennis balls from the Brunswick 
Hills Racquet Club and Frisbees from the 
East Brunswick Petco.  Other monetary 
donations went to purchase dog treats, toys 
and other items.  

Judy Groskranz - Asst. 4-H Leader 
and Parlin DuPont Credit Union member, 
suggested donating the items to the Credit 
Union’s Adopt-A-Soldier Platoon Inc. pro-
gram which is being run in conjunction with 
the NJ Credit Union League.  The League 
along with several Credit Unions across 
New Jersey have been collecting and ship-
ping items for our soldiers and hero dogs 

overseas. Thank you to Club Leaders Eunice 
Au, Kelly Maass, Debbie Wolenter and 
Judy Groskrantz. As well as Club members 
Kristen, Rebecca, Colleen, Jeff, TJ, Stavrula, 
Sara and Michael.  A special thank you to the 
seeing eye puppies and therapy dogs.  

The Parlin DuPont Credit Union is 
currently collecting monetary donations 
which will go to purchase flight pillows 
for our soldiers who are being deployed.  
Our wishes go out to Judy’s son Michael 
who is a combat medic with the NJ Army 
National Guard and will soon be deployed 
to Iraq.  Donations can be made at the Credit 
Union office and the Poochie Doo All Breed 
Grooming Salon in South Amboy.

The Parlin DuPont Credit Union has 
been providing low cost financial services 
since 1937 and currently serves the em-
ployees of the DuPont Company in Parlin, 
Exel Company, Borough of Sayreville and 
the Sayreville Education Association.  For 
information about the Parlin DuPont Credit 
Union or how to contribute to the Adopt-A-
Soldier Platoon call (732)254-7573.
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WWW.?

How many SA Times readers know what this building is?  Send your answers to: satimes@
aol.com. (Photo by Tom Burkard)

Winners

"Memory" Photo

Dear Tom,
Your wonderful newspaper, The S.A. 

Times, is the vehicle that, each month, brings 
me back to the good old days of yesteryear!  
Though I still live in the area, your paper also 
helps me keep up to date on my old friends 
and their families.

"Thanks for the memories" and please 
keep them coming!

Sincerely,
Mary Thompson Wilson
Parlin 

Hi Tom,
I like everyone else looks forward to the 

monthly issue of The SA Times.  The great 
part is when people write about what it was 
like back in South Amboy and Sayreville 
during the 40's and 50's.  It was a great place 
back then to be young.

Take Care,
Jim O'Connell
(Formerly of South Amboy)
Virginia

Tom,
Just received the latest issue and it re-

minded me to send a THANKS for the space 
made available for Vince Higgins story of 
our visit to Dublin.

Keep up the good work!  Where did all 
the Polish names come from?  Perhaps there 
are a lot more in town than when I was in 
St. Mary's, or the Sayreville boundary has 
greatly expanded.

I hope the Hall of Fame gathering is a 
big success.  Say hello to the O'Briens, and 
Jack McKeon for me.  I will miss the show, 
as we had another trip on the calendar.  If 
Allie Clark is there, please thank him for 
the Yankees hat he got for me so long ago.  
I wore the bloody thing till the sweat band 
fell apart.  As a kid, it was the best gift I 
ever received.

Jack Higgins
(Formerly of South Amboy)

Dear Editor,
Love your newspaper!  We look forward 

to reading it every month.
Katie Elichko, Parlin

Sacred Heart School students enjoy a puppet show by The "Peppermint Players."

SA Times,
Although I've been away from S.A. 

about 20 years, I still like to know what's 
going on.  Once in a while, I recognize some 
names, but don't think many of the oldtimers 
are still around.  I like the article about the 
old "Minnie Ditch."  I spent a lot of time 
there when I was young.

Audrey Conroy
(Formerly of South Amboy)
New York

Hi Tom,
EXCELLENT COVERAGE in the Aug. 

23, 2008 issue of The South Amboy-Sayre-
ville Times!  Enjoyed the big fish picture 
and column on the front page, along with 
the Charles and Claire Reilly picture.  The 
photo of the children with  the lemonade 
stand was great!  I was surprised to see my 
picture of Jo-Tom's pizza building with the 
firemen on the roof.  The bystanders were 
afraid the roof would cave-in, but the firemen 
got the fire under control.

Adam Kierst
(Formerly of South Amboy)
Washington

Tom,
Your newspaper reaches over decades 

with so many familiar names and places; 
always enjoyable reading!

Thanks,
Ed Windas
(Formerly of South Amboy)

Tom,
Really enjoy this bit of our little city!
Thanks,
Sharon Kurtz
(Formerly of South Amboy)

60-Year Reunion-St. Mary's Class of 1948 poses proudly at its 60th Year Reunion, held 
at the South Amboy Knights of Columbus Council #426 on October 17th.  The celebration 
also included fellow St. Mary's graduates from the classes of 1949-1952.
Everyone had a wonderful time!  (Photo by Tom Burkard)

baseball stars, Allie Clark, Jack McKe-
on, Jack O'Brien, and Ed O'Brien gave brief 
speeches, and inducted the newest members.  
The Class of 2008 Hall of Fame inductees 
included Bill "Biff" McKeon" '50, Ed 
Twomey-Coach, Jay Derent '64, John Inman 
'81, Nick Charmello '70, Joe Kolakowski '75, 
Lisa Harrigan Nunez '86, Virginia Zaleski 
Schlegel, '83, Jack Vail '50 who could not 
attend, Daniel Szatkowski who accepted 
for his father, the late Don Szatkowski-
coach, and Tony "Campy" Camporeale, 
who accepted for his grandfather, the late 
Ed Carroll '29.   The inductees each spoke 
about their high school athletic careers, and 
days at St. Mary's/Cardinal McCarrick, as 
well as sending thanks to special people in 
their lives.  Szatkowski poignantly spoke 
about his dad, Don, the beloved coach, who 
turned St. Mary's/Cardinal McCarrick's 
girls' basketball program into a perennial 
powerhouse.  "Campy" was very proud of 
his grandfather, Ed Carroll, who studied for 

Hall Of Fame
continued from page 1

The answer to last month's WWW.? 
could have been any of the following:  The 
building is currently the Ancient Order Of 
Hibernians (AOH) Hall on the corner of  
South Stevens Ave. and Second St.  It was 
previously the South Amboy Public Library, 
and before that was a church.  Does anyone 
know what church it was?

Winners correctly identifying the photo 
are: Frank "Inky" Norek, Katie Elichko, Al-

lan Polanski, Mary Lou DeBlis, Anna Leath-
ers, Al "Jocko" Jakimowicz, Marian Mills, 
Beverly Jackson, Robert Santucci, Agnes 
Leslie, Eleanore Westerholm, Roger Nelson, 
Estelle Pluskota, Mary Ann Matarangolo, 
Ray Marczak.  Congratulations! 

Late Entrant to last month's WWW.? 
contest was Don "Mickey" Czok of Vermont.  
He correctly identified the old train bridge 
on Feltus St.

Last month's "Memory" photo featured 
two young boys anxiously awaiting a tasty 
looking ice cream soda from a soda jerk at 
a sweet shop or luncheonette many years 
ago.  The photo rekindled many memories 
for readers.  Ed Bolk, of Parlin, said that 
"It reminds me of Pinky's Luncheonette at 
the Sayreville Plaza on Route 9 South.  I 

remember trying my first Egg Cream there 
with Mr. Don Telson.  Jerry Sacher was the 
owner of Pinky's."

Al Gomolka said that "Madura's Drug 
Store in South Amboy was just like the 
picture.  It reminded me of going there with 
my family and getting an ice cream soda or 
sundae."

the priesthood for six years, and later had a 
fine career as a NJ State Trooper.

Jack McKeon, one of the most famous 
managers in Major League Baseball history, 
said that "I hope the Mayor and Council name 
a street in South Amboy after Allie Clark, 
because he truly deserves it."

The event was a huge success, and 
also featured a silent auction that offered 
outstanding memorabilia for collectors.  A 
rare baseball, autographed by all five St. 
Mary's graduates who played in the Major 
Leagues, sold for $200.  Other great items 
were autographed baseballs signed by Hall 
of Fame manager Tommy Lasorda and 
Sammy Sosa, an autographed basketball 
signed by the fabulous O'Brien Twins, an 
original Derek Jeter framed photo, a 2003 
Florida Marlins World Series baseball cap 
and tee-shirt, and much more.

The Induction/Dinner was a great time 
for old friends to renew relationships from 
years ago, and also to relive and recall the 

good old days at St. Mary's and Cardinal 
McCarrick High School.

The closing remarks were made by 
Maureen O'Leary Kemble '70 Advance-
ment/Alumni Director.  Kemble's Associate, 
Monica Mendoza also did a splendid job in 
making the evening a smashing success.  

The Hall of Fame Selection Committee 
consists of: Luke Lenahan '51, Ed Pacz-
kowski '55, Fran Fitzmorris '65, Tom Burkard 
'69, Al Gomolka Jr. '69, Brian Stratton '75, 
and Ed O'Connor '79.
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Goodbye Yankee Stadium, So Long Shea

"The House That Ruth Built" in 1923 has seen its last game in 2008.

This was the Yankees fourth to last game at Yankee Stadium against the Chicago White 
Sox.  If you look carefully, you can see a small white spot beyond left-center field.  Believe 
it or not, the moon was out that night.  (Photo by Tom Burkard)

Our last look at Shea Stadium came in late August when the Mets played the Astros.  (Photo 
by Tom Burkard)

The Mets' new Citi Field Stadium is pictured in this August 2008 photo.  (Photo by Tom 
Burkard) 

Yankee Stadium Memoirs
By Joe Jaskowiak

The first time I went to Yankee Stadium was on June 4, 
1961, when I was 10 years old.  The reason I remember this 
is because I still have the scorecard and a Yankee yearbook 
from that day.

My cousins Walt and Kenny Rogers took me there to 
see a doubleheader (not the day/night variety like we have 
today) to see the expansion Los Angeles Angels (not of 
Anaheim like they are today) play the powerhouse Yankees, 
who had Mickey Mantle, Yogi Berra, Roger Maris and 
Whitey Ford on their roster.

I'll never forget that I couldn't sleep the night before 

the game because I was so excited about going.  It was 
the equivalent of anticipating what was under the tree on 
Christmas morning.  When we got there, the place looked 
gigantic to me.  We then walked up the ramps to get our 
seats in the upper deck off of home plate.  These seats are 
still my favorite today, because you have the whole field in 
front of you, and can easily watch all the action.  Since I 
was afraid of heights, I kept thinking that I might somehow 
tumble out of the upper deck and land on the field if the 
fans yelled too loud.

The lead-off batter was Eddie Yost, who had spent many 

years with the Washington Senators.  I'll never forget this, 
because he fouled off about 10 pitches before finally striking 
out.  I also remember Yogi Berra playing left field with both 
of his feet parallel to the left field line instead of parallel to 
home plate.  He hit 2 homers that day, and Mantle and Maris 
hit one each, and the Yankees won both games.

I was lucky enough to go to many games that summer 
with the "Rogie" boys and sometimes with my best friend, 
Tom Burkard, and thanks to them, I'll love baseball for the 
rest of my life.

Shea Stadium Memories
Al Gomolka Jr. recalled being at Shea 

Stadium the day Tom Seaver struck out a 
record 19 batters, including the last 7 of the 
game.  He said that, "We had ground level 
seats down the first base line, and I cheered 
every pitch in the 9th inning." 

Steve Schmid remembered when he 
went to Fan Appreciation Day with his wife 
Cheryl and his mother and father-in law.  "It 
was a hot, humid day, and in 2 hours, the 
temperature dropped 30 degrees.  It was 
incredible.  They gave out ski hats, but were 
sold out of sweatshirts.  We left early."

Tom Burkard also has some terrific 
memories of Shea.  He remembers being 
with his best friend Joe Jaskowiak "Almost 
near the top in the upper deck in right field, 
when the Mets won the NL pennant over 
Atlanta, as a young Nolan Ryan came on 
in relief to stop the Braves.  Also, in 1999, 
going into a major league clubhouse for the 
first time (With my assistant Steve Schmid) 
and conducting an interview with Cincinnati 
Reds Jack McKeon in the visiting manager's 
office.  I guess I'll never forget my first of 
many times on the field, in the dugout, and 
clubhouse at Shea in 2000.  It was a thrill 
beyond my wildest dreams!  Very few 
people ever get to experience and enjoy the 
opportunities I've been granted as a member 
of the Working Press.  In addition, I got to 

rub elbows at the Diamond Club with Mets' 
personnel like Tom Seaver, Keith Hernandez, 
Rusty Staub, Ralph Kiner, Fran Healy, and 
many others.  Also former Sayreville resi-
dent, Matt Loughlin, a fantastic announcer 
who is a 1975 St. Mary's H.S. graduate.

Another memory I have is going to 
Shea Stadium in '75 with some friends to 
see the Yankees (Yankee Stadium was being 
renovated) play the Minnesota Twins, who 
had our own Tom Kelly, playing first base 
at the time.  We saw Tom when he arrived 
and was going into the Stadium.  We had 
seats down the third base line, and got to 
hangout along the railing, getting autographs 
and talking to Twins players such as Tony 
Oliva, Phil Roof, Jerry Terrell.  Surprisingly, 
Tom did not come out to visit with us.  It 
was around the 5th inning when the Shea 
Stadium message board lit up and announced 
'The Twins sent first baseman Tom Kelly to 
Tacoma in the Pacific Coast League.'  Our 
South Amboy-Sayreville contingent of Kelly 
supporters was very shocked and saddened 
by the news.  We had hoped to see Tom play 
that night.   Unfortunately, we never again 
had the chance to see him playing the field 
in a big league uniform, although he made 
us proud with 2 World Series titles in 1987 
and 1991 as manager of the Twins." 

Looking Back At Yankee Stadium
South Amboy native, and former major 

league baseball player/coach, Ed O'Brien 
recalled being at Yankee Stadium as the 
Seattle Pilots bullpen coach in 1969.  "We 
were in the left field bullpen, and it was 
"Bat Day" at the stadium, and there was a 
rain delay.  All of the kids came onto the 
field with their bats, but fortunately no one 
was injured.   

I was always a center fielder, and no-
ticed that Yankee Stadium sunk in center 
field, probably for drainage.  It was pretty 
pronounced," he said.

Al Gomolka Jr. remembered going to 
the Stadium for the first time as an 8-year 
old in 1959 with his father, brother Barry and 
Uncle Connie.  Al said that, "We sat in the 
mezzanine in back of first base.  The Yankees 
played Baltimore, to a sellout house, and a 
young Brooks Robinson was the star of the 
game.  I saw Mantle for the first time and 
my dad said he was the best in the majors.  
What impressed me most was the bright 
lights and beauty of the field.  I thought I 
was in fairy land."

Steve Schmid of South Amboy said his 
greatest memory was attending the Papal 
Mass with Pope Benedict XVI.  "It was a 
great experience seeing all the people who 
loved the Pope.  It was unbelievable seeing 
him enter the Stadium standing in the Pope-

mobile,  and everyone stood to give him a 
standing ovation."

Tom Burkard has many fond memories 
of the ballpark.  "I remember going to my 
first game in '61 to see the Washington Sena-
tors play the Yankees.  We went on a bus 
trip, and it was a surrealistic experience to 
see Mickey Mantle in center field.  We sat 
at field level down the first base line, and it 
was quite a thrill.  I'll never forget going to 
another game that year with Walt and Kenny 
Rogers, and my best friend Joe Jaskowiak, 
and sitting in the upper deck in back of home 
plate.  Walt always brought his binoculars, 
and we saw "Moose" Skowron rip two line 
drive foul balls, on successive pitches, down 
the first base side into the seats, and actually 
hit 2 different people.  Both had to be taken 
for medical treatment.  I met "Moose" 37 
years later when I was on the Yogi Berra 
Celebrity Golf Tournament, and mentioned 
the game to him, and my memory of that day, 
and he actually remembered injuring the 2 
fans.  I will also remember in '65, when we 
went on a bus trip to Yankee Stadium with 
the South Amboy Babe Ruth League to see 
the Red Sox play the Yankees.  Pitcher Mel 
Stottlemyre accomplished one of the most 
rare feats in baseball that game by blasting 
an inside-the-park grand slam homer." 
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Friends of the Sayreville Library and Trustees: (left to right)  Jeanne McLarney, Christine 
Dominick, Carol Conroy, Jo Ciccarone, Barbara Anderson, Linda Kanc and Sue Paul, 
founder, at the Libraries of Middlesex Awards Reception.

Sayreville Friends 
Honored

The Friends of the Sayreville Public 
Library have been voted Friends of the 
Library group of the year by the Libraries 
of Middlesex.  An award was presented to 
the group at a dinner Sept. 25 at the Far-
rington Manor.  

Since the formation of the Friends nearly 
ten years ago, the group has shown a strong 
commitment to the Sayreville Public Library 
and to the community.  Their various ac-
tivities include:  book sales, authors' nights, 
antique appraisals, game days and visits to 
elementary schools, where first library cards 
are presents to students. The main missions 
is to promote the public library through 
financial and programming support. 

National Friends of the Libraries Week is 
Oct. 19-25.  Come visit the library and pick 
up one of the Friends brochures to learn more 
about us and consider joining the group.  

The sign says it all, "Satski's Ribs."  A line of people form at Protection Firehouse for the 
legendary and most delicious spareribs in the U.S.A.

Satski's Ribs 
(Photos By Tom Burkard)

Family Recipe-Protection Fire Co. firefighters Tom Szatkowski (l) and his brother, John 
Szatkowski (r) proudly show the mouth-watering "Satski's Ribs" at Protection's on-going 
fundraiser.  

Firefighters Tom Szatkowski (l) and Ken Walczak (r) are hard at work preparing "Satski's 
Ribs" as hungry locals wait on line for their all-time favorite food. 

Sayreville Days
Mention St. Stan's when you place an 

order on the following Mondays and Fri-
days, from 3-10 p.m. and Sayreville Family 
Diner will donate 10% of your check to St. 
Stanislaus Kostka Church.  Dates are as fol-
lows: Fri., Oct. 24; Mon., Oct 27; Fri., Oct. 
31; Mon., Nov. 3; Fri., Nov.7; Mon., Nov. 
10; Fri., Nov. 14.

Enjoy a good meal at Sayreville Family 
Diner located at the corner of Washington 
Rd. and MacArthur Ave.  Bring your fam-
ily, join your friends, and support St. Stan's 
Parish. 

TEAM FREDDIE WHITELEY
On September 21, 2008 the second annual “Big Steps for Little Feet” run was held in Long 
Branch to benefit the Neonatal Intensive Care Unit, Monmouth Medical Center.  A total of 
over $66,000.00 was donated and Team “Freddie” raised over $2,500.00.  Freddie was 
a patient at the NICU for 171 days when was born and all the monies raised will buy new 
equipment to assist the doctors and nurses in the care of premature babies.  Freddie would 
like to thank everyone who donated money and participated in this heart-warming event.
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From The Firefighters Archives

Local Landmark-A last look at longtime South Amboy landmark, Briggs Chevrolet auto 
dealers building on Main St., before it was demolished.  

The demolition of Briggs Chevrolet showroom on Main St., South Amboy.
(Photos by Tom Burkard) 

Local Nurse Lends a Hand in “The 
Wrestler”

It was a matter of being in the right 
place at the right time for Marlene Smith 
BSN, CCRN of South Amboy when movie 
director Darren Aronofsky made a spur-
of-the-moment decision to cast her in his 
latest film, “The Wrestler,” starring Mickey 
Rourke and Marisa Tomei. Until then, her 
only previous acting experience was as a 
teenager when she had the lead in her high 
school play.

“The Wrestler” is the story of Randy 
“The Ram” Robinson, a 1980s pro wrestler 
out to reclaim lost glory. Robinson suffers a 
heart attack during a match, and his doctor 
warns him to give up smoking, his use of 
cocaine and wrestling.

Filming took place in February at 
Robert Wood Johnson University Hospital 
at Rahway, where Marlene was working as 
an intensive/critical care nurse. Initially, 
she was brought in to help the prop people 
make the set appear more realistic. But then 
Aronofsky had the idea to use two real nurses 
in a scene where Randy “The Ram” Robin-

son (played by Mickey Rourke) becomes a 
combative patient.

Marlene recruited her colleague, 
Maryann Halbeisen, RN, and together 
the two medical professionals essentially 
played themselves in a scene in which they 
restrain and sedate “The Wrestler.” Their 
performance drew applause from cast and 
crew, created an ongoing stir around their 
workplace and the nurses-turned-actresses 
were later featured in a nursing journal. 

On October 12, Marlene Smith and a 
group from the hospital got a chance to see 
the finished product at the New York Film 
Festival in Lincoln Center. Marlene’s reac-
tion was somewhat Shakespearean.

“Much ado about nothing,” she said 
after the entire hubbub surrounding her ap-
pearance. “The film only shows my hands 
injecting him with Diprivan, but you could 
clearly hear Maryann calling my name to 
come and help.”

“The Wrestler” won the coveted Golden 
Lion at the Venice Film Festival in September 
and will be in theaters in December. 

1990-This photo shows the old Enterprise Snorkel Co. on Broadway, all decorated for 
South Amboy's 100th Anniversary of its fire department.
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Fishing Flashes 
By Teo “Weebles” Weber

Obituaries
Addison, Raymond A., 23, of Sayreville 

died on Oct. 10.
Bailey, Robert F. "Pete," 74, formerly 

of Sayreville died on Oct. 4.
Barnes, John M., 30, of Sayreville died 

on Oct. 2.
Gabel, Pauline Szatkowski, 91, of Parlin 

died on Oct. 5.
Hansell, Victoria Lizik, 90, of South 

Amboy died on Oct. 4.
Holton, Brian R., formerly of South 

Amboy died on Sept. 27.
Janeczko, Stanley, 71, of South Amboy 

died on Sept. 30.
Jones, Betty C., 76, of Sayreville died 

on Oct. 14.
Kampo, Rosemarie, 79, of South Amboy 

died on Oct. 10.
Kelly, Geneva M., 86, of South Amboy 

died on Oct. 4.
Maliszewski, Adele, 59, of Sayreville 

died on Oct. 13.
Morales, Felix J. Jr., 52, of Sayreville 

died on Oct. 3.
Russo, James I., 86, of Parlin died on 

Sept. 22.
Scelso, Betty, 96, of Parlin on Oct. 

11.
Shields, Lester, 80, of Sayreville died 

on Oct. 12.
Spears, Elsie, 86, of Parlin died on 

Sept. 23.
Szeles, Dorothy, 83, formerly of South 

Amboy died on Oct. 7.
Olkiewicz, Diane "Jody," 58, of Parlin 

died on Sept. 23.
Valinoti, Carmela "Millie," 89, of Sayre-

ville died on Oct. 10.
Zamorski, Eugene F., 85, of Sayreville 

died on Oct. 4.

Salt Water
With Fluke fishing over, Sea Bass and 

Porgies are filling in for Party Boat fishing.  
The Fall Weakfish run in Raritan Bay, did 
not take place.  Only a few were caught.  
Party Boat Bluefish is good on most trips.  A 
few False Albacore and sometimes Striped 
Bass are mixed in.  There was no Fall run 
of Bonito or False Albacore this year either!  
My Wife and I made one trip on Sept 20th on 
the Capt John Boats out of Plymouth Mass. 
to Stellwagon Bank.  The fishing was only 
fair at best.  We took home only three Had-
dock between us.  We also caught some short 
Cod and everyone caught too many dogfish.  
In the Shark and Manasquan Rivers, some 
small Porgies and some Kingfish are being 
caught.  Recently I tried fishing the banks of 
the Point Pleasant Canal, catching at least 8 
small Bluefish.  All were shorts about a foot 
in size.  In the Manasquan, I caught 2 small 
Blacks, plus a small Porgy. I only saw 
one keeper Blackfish but there is a lot 
of action with small ones. Local 
fishing from the beaches in the 
Bay are slow, only a few Blues 
and Stripers showing.
Fresh Water

The Fall stocking has gotten 
under way.  North and central 
Jersey were stocked the second 
week of October. The 3rd week, 
south Jersey lakes and streams 
will be stocked.  There will be fewer 
Trout than in the spring but much 
larger fish from 14 inches and 
weighing 3lbs.  Small 
Mouth Bass fishing 
in the Delaware is 
very good this time 
of year.
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Old Bridge Stadium Speedway Reunion Weekend
 Exclusive Photos and Feature By Clem Skarzynski

The weekend of Oct. 11-12 brought the perfect 
weather and the racing enthusiasts together to the 
Thomas Warne Historical Museum and Library on 
Rt. 516, Old Bridge, for the 1st annual tribute to 
the drivers and cars of the historic flat asphalt oval 
which was located just west on Rt. 516, near the 
Browntown Shopping Center from 1952-68.  

The idea for the reunion was sparked by a 
visit to the museum back in Dec. '07 by local auto 
racing announcer, "Area Auto Racing News writer, 
and an icon in the tri-state auto racing circles, 
Mr. Earl Krause.  With the help of David Johns, 
the museums' curator, and his staff, Ed Witt, Ron 
Pagoda, Alycia Rihacek, Terry Amato-Norton, 
and volunteers, Len Gibbons, and Stu Zelman.  
The task was set in motion.  Racing photographer 
legend, Ace Lane Jr. supplied hundreds of photos, 
movies, and stills from the Speedways' "Hey Days" 
which included stock car races on Friday nites, drag 
racing took place on Sat. nites with the "Starting 
Tree" located just at the 4th turn, and the cars ran 
"3 telephone pole lengths to the finish line, with 
the remainder of the front stretch to the first turn 
to slow down!  (I've seen quite a few rails and 
altereds use the wall at turn 1 to stop)!

Local drag racers Charlie Mangione (Who 
ran a Chevy powered M.G.) and Ray Estok, (Who 
ran a '56 C/Modified production Chevy) recalled 
those fun Sat. nites from 1962-66.

Local T.Q. Midget owner John Malik had 
his new #19M speedster on display along with 
fantastic video clips done by Piscataway's own 
Ray Rosenberg at the annual "Bullpen" race in 
the Atlantic City Convention Hall.  As mentioned, 
Ace Lane Jr., the Filimon Brothers, and Ray Shea 
provided timeless and awesome photos, videos, 
slides and original 8MM movies of all the Speed-
way action.

Danny Rhein's scale model Diorama of the 
Speedway's front stretch, refreshment stand, 1/24 
scale cars, complete with a 1st turn pile-up was 
absolutely awesome!

Once outside, the memories really came back.  
There they were, a dozen beautifully restored 
modifieds, drag racers, and midget racers from 
the years gone by.  Doc Morrow's #55 coupe, Bill 
Chevalier's championship #106, Elton Hildreth's 
16-J, Pete Frazee's #68 sedan, and my favorite, the 
famous pink and white XL-1 coupe, made famous 
by driver Joe Kelly.  The "Ole Blue" midget car, 
the #71 Pinto, the #47 Gremlin, Ray Estok's '56 
Chevy, the #40 Cavalier, and the "Music Machine" 
dragster.  What a display of memories!

Local racers in attendance were Sayreville's 
own Ed Rappleyea, Bernie Bailey, Johnny Krist, 
Steve Golembieski, Nick Piscatelli, and 2 of the 
Speedway's "Hot Shoes," Pete Frazee and Elton 
"The Wild Man" Hildreth, were signing autographs 
for the many fans who were there.

Many thanks to the entire staff at the museum 
for inviting me to be a part of the show, with 
special thanks to my "Journalistic Mentor," Mr. 
Earl Krause, Mr. Ace Lane Jr., and John Malik for 
the hospitality, and last but not least Ms. Alycia 
Rihacek at the museum for your help with getting 
out the posters, leaflets, and names of all who put 
this event together.  Great job! 

Malik Racing's #19M T.Q. Midget Speedster. The Wagner & Hetman sponsored #106 chauffeured by the "Flying 
Frenchman" Mr. Bill Chevalier.  His 1952 championship ride.

 Doc Morrow's #55 Modified.

The "Wild Man" himself, with his famous #16-J, Mr. Elton 
Hildreth.

Woody's Garage's #68 Modified Chevy Sedan, piloted by Mr. 
Pete Frazee.

Fast Forward-35 Years to Oct. 2008-Clem (r) is pictured with 
the current owner of the XL-1 (Which stood for experimental 
Lincoln-#1) Coupe driven by Coonshocken, Pennsylvania's 
own Joe Kelly.

35 Years Ago- March 1963-SA Times writer Clem Skarzynski (l) 
and Frank Robinson (r) standing by Clem's favorite racing car, 
XL-1 in Old Bridge Speedway pits.

The photographic and journalistic icons of local 
Auto Racing, Ace Lane Jr. (l) and Earl Krause 
(r).

Bob Boudinot's #3 Sedan.

THANK 
YOU

VETERANS
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What Is Scoliosis?
The word Scoliosis comes from the 

Greek word SKOLIOSIS meaning "Crook-
edness of a body part."  Originally, the term 
meant any abnormal deviation of the spine 
from the midline, but for many years, the 
term has been restricted to mean an abnormal 
sideward curvature of the spine away from 
the middle when viewed from the back.  
Statistically, an estimated 4 adolescent girls 
in 1000 have scoliosis and approximately 
1 in 2500 boys have scoliosis of the same 
type.  Scoliosis is considered to be potentially 
progressive during the vertebral growth 
years which are those up to age 15 in girls 
and 17 in boys.

In 85-90% of cases and causes of Sco-
liosis is unknown.  This is called AIS or 
Adult Idiopathic Scoliosis.  In 10-15% of 
the cases, the cause is a tumor, infection, a 
neuromuscular disease or a birth deformity.  
However, it should be pointed out that it is 
not true, as commonly thought, that poor 
posture is a cause of Scoliosis or that women 
with Scoliosis carrying babies to term have 
more problems than those women who do 
not have Scoliosis.

The primary goals of Chiropractic 
therapy are to relieve spinal stress, achieve 
spinal balance and maintain healthy body 
functions.  The primary means to achieve this 
is through Chiropractic spinal adjustments.  
Other procedures sometimes employed in-
clude spinal traction, the use of braces and 
shoe supports, exercise to stretch shortened 
muscles and strengthen weak muscles.  There 
is one thing that most all authorities agree on 
early recognition of Scoliosis and corrective 
care will achieve faster and better results.  
Most advanced Scoliosis is due to neglect.  
This fact underscores the need for periodic 
Chiropractic Examinations.  

Monument For 
Soldier

On March 17, 2007, Army Sgt. Benja-
min L. Sebban of South Amboy was killed in 
Iraq, when an improvised explosive device 
detonated near his unit.  He tried to warn 
fellow soldiers when the explosion occurred, 
and then treated the injured before dying.

The members of American Legion 
Luke A. Lovely Post #62 of South Amboy 
realized the significance of Sebban's heroic 
act, and felt that he should be honored with 
a monument.  

The Legion approached Mayor John 
T. O'Leary, and he gave them his approval 
and complete support to get the project un-
derway.    The community and businesses 
are totally behind it, with funds coming 
through donations, and businesses offering 
materials and services.  Permission was 
granted by Middlesex County to have the 
monument built at Raritan Bay Waterfront 
Park, and Barbara Walsh, Benjamin's mother 
was happy and felt "blessed" that the local 
community would do something wonderful 
like this in Benjamin's memory.  

Sgt. Sebban received numerous honors 
and medals including: the Purple Heart, the 
Bronze Star, the Army Commendation Medal 
with three oak leaf clusters, the Army Good 
Conduct Medal with one clasp, the Army 
Achievement Medal with three oak leaf 

clusters, the National Defense Service 
Medal and the Iraqi Cam-

paign Medal.  He was 
also posthumously 
awarded the Silver 

Star.
Donations to help 

with the monument may 
be sent to the John 

M. Donnelly 
F o u n d a -
t ion ,  662 

S. Stevens 
Ave., South 
Amboy, NJ 

08879.  
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The New Jersey Vietnam Era Educational Center in Holmdel recently celebrated its 10-Year 
Anniversary.  Posting of the Colors was by the Vietnam Veterans of America Chapter 12.  
Speakers were: Former Governor Christine Todd Whitman (3rd from left), Gary Englert-
Director of Veterans Programs NJDMAVA, James Kehoe-Chairman of Casino Reinvestment 
Development Authority, and the Keynote Speaker was Anthony J. Principi, former Secretary 
US Dept. of Veterans Affairs.  (Photo/Info courtesy of Nellie Malet)

Firefighter Fundraiser
A member of the Morgan Fire Co. #1 of 

Sayreville is in the fight of his life.  Chris-
tian McCarthy, 34, is battling cancer.  This 
has become a life changing experience for 
Christian as well as his family.

He lost his mother to cancer seven years 
ago, and has stayed strong for his brother, 
sister and father.  He is currently employed 
by the Middlesex County Road Dept. as an 
equipment operator.  With all the doctor 
visits, hospital stays, mounting medical 
bills, and not being able to work his normal 
full time hours, his finances are becoming 
overwhelmed.

The Morgan Fire Co. as well as the rest 
of the Sayreville Fire Dept. and surrounding 
fire companies are pulling together for this 
fundraiser.  

Stephen T. Malik, a member of the Mor-
gan Fire Co., and professional photographer 
will be donating his time for a photo shoot 
session on November 15th and 16th at the 
Morgan Fire Co. #1, Old Spye Rd., Morgan 

section of Sayreville from 9 a.m.-5 p.m.
All money collected from this fundraiser 

will go towards helping Christian McCarthy 
with his financial obligations.  For non-
participants, private donations can be made 
to the Morgan Fire Co. #1 c/o Christian 
McCarthy Fundraiser, PO Box 64, South 
Amboy, NJ 08879.

For complete information on this very 
important fundraiser photo shoot, call Capt. 
John Dragotta at 732-322-2292 cell, or 732-
525-3169 home. 

Spanish Dance 
Theater

The Borough of Sayreville Cultural Arts 
Council will feature Alborada Spanish Dance 
Theater (Celtic-Spain Regional Dances and 
Flamenco) on Thurs., Nov. 6 at 7:30 p.m. 
at the Senior Center, Main St., Sayreville.  
Admission is FREE with light refreshments.  
For more info call 732-257-6510.
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Souvenir Baseballs 
At Yankee Stadium

By Tom Burkard
I'll never forget 

catching my first sou-
venir baseball in batting 
practice on Oct. 1, 1991 
off the bat of Orioles' 
Luis Mercedes (Not too 
famous, except in the 
minors where he won 2 
batting titles).  To make 

the catch, I went into the left field foul screen, 
with glove and left arm totally extended, and 
reached up for this trophy, which I dreamt 
of getting since childhood.  My friend Stan 
Grzes of South Amboy said he wished he 
had brought a camera, as it looked like it 
was "picture perfect," and could have been 
on a postcard.   Even more amazing was that 
when Mercedes finished BP, and ran out to 
the outfield, I was pretty excited, and got 
his attention, telling him it was the first ball 
I ever caught at the Stadium, and got him 
to sign it!  What an experience!  I was also 
fortunate to catch 15 other balls, all except 
one during batting practice.  The one caught 
during the game was hit by Pat Kelly, and I 
reached over the third base rail to grab the 
collectors' item.  That was pretty exciting!  
Plus I called MSG, and got the actual TV 
clip of the catch, and me proudly holding 
the baseball over my head.

On April 14, 1993 the Kansas City 
Royals came in to play the Yankees.  Joe 
Jaskowiak was visiting from California, and 
we got to the ballpark for BP, and were out in 
the right field seats pretty far back from the 
foul pole.  Actually, we stood up as almost 
everyone does during BP.  George Brett, 
who went on to the Hall of Fame, blasted 
a shot right at me, rising, and I reached up 
and caught it.  About 5 minutes later, Chris 
Gwynn, another lefy batter blasted one in my 
direction, and a woman of color was sitting 
directly in front of me, and the ball would 
have smashed her in the face if I didn't reach 
over her head with my glove and grab the 
ball, saving her from a very possible broken 
nose or missing teeth.

The Detroit Tigers were at the Stadium 
on Oct. 1, 1993, and it turned out to be a 
happy night for me, especially during batting 
practice.  The right field stands from the foul 
pole to the bullpen area were jam-packed, 
as souvenir hunters hoped to get a baseball, 
especially from Don Mattingly, a lefty, who 
was my big favorite from the 1980's through 
90's.  I ended up about mid way in the crowd, 
and Mattingly came up, and I actually saw 
the ball (I had pretty good eye sight then) 
come off his bat, and it was right at me in 
the middle of the crowd.  I jumped up and 
caught in my glove, and was ecstatic when 
I realized I got a treasure hit by my main 
player.  I was more surprised when many 
fans cheered me and yelled, "Great catch," 
"Way to go." 

In the mid-60's I recall going to the 
Bronx with a few friends, and hanging out 
by the Yankees parking lot to try and get 
autographs from our heroes.  Well, I got 
plenty of them (And still have them) Elston 
Howard, Tom Tresh, Joe Pepitone and a host 
of others not too well known.  Mickey Mantle 
parked his car, and the kids mobbed him.  He 
would not sign until this very loud-mouthed 
teenager begged and pleaded, saying that 
he was there every day for a week, and The 
Mick finally relented and signed only one 
autograph."  I'm pretty sure that it was the 
same day that my friends Jaskowiak and Ray 
Leonard caught baseballs hit by Mantle and 
Roger Maris during BP.  Those balls were 
really ripped, but they made great catches, 
barehanded.  Unfortunately, I was in the 
wrong spot and was shutout  (At least for 
another 16 years), before I got the knack of 
how to catch souvenir baseballs.

continued in November Issue

Sayreville AARP
A.A.R.P. Sayreville Chapter #4853, 

holds its meetings at the Sayreville Senior 
Center (Main St.), on the 3rd Thursday 
of each month, starting at 12 p.m.  There 
are different, informative speakers at each 
meeting.  Food and coffee are also offered 
at reasonable prices.  Membership is on $5 
per year.  New members are welcomed at 
every meeting, so join now and make some 
new friends!
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South Amboy High School recently received the Lindsay Rose Meyer Memorial Prevention 
Award.   They are the Most Outstanding Action Group in the State of New Jersey!  Pictured 
(l-r) front Ginny Feis, Stephanie Sirna, Ashley Tackman and Amanda Tackman. (l-r) back 
Alex Rothman and Advisor Rich Gore.

Water Tank-Sayreville's water tank on upper Raritan Street appears to be all "spiked up" 
as it is currently undergoing structural improvements, as well as its first painting in more 
than 20 years.  The old paint will be sandblasted off the outside and inside of the tank and 
then repainted.  New ladders will also be added. (Photo by Tom Burkard) 
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O’Connor B’day

Boy Scout Troop 91 of South Amboy, was invited to a special camporee. On September 26-28, 2008, the boys & their leaders went to the Teetertown Civil War Re-enactment.
On Saturday the boys were taught the maneuvers, marching drills, rifle loading & firing, bayonet drills, & basic life in the Civil War Era. Then on Sunday they became the Union & 
Confederate Soldiers & acted out the battle themselves. Troop 91 placed 4th (out of 17), over 500 scouts participated in this event. Once again making their leaders proud! The boys 
are pictured here getting ready for battle.  Also two of Troop 91's senior boys were chosen to raise the American Flag at the flag ceremony to start the weekend off. Pictured with the 
Flag are Brandon Lenahan & Vinny Romano.  Anyone interested in joining scouts please call Scoutmaster Tom Richter or Cubmaster Deb Richter at 732-721-3223.

A couple of the posters designed by 5th grade students at South Amboy Elementary 
School.

Auditions
Audition applications are available for students, grades 6 to 12, to apply for the Middlesex County Arts 

High School and Arts Middle School programs. The program for gifted and talented children offers acceler-
ated courses in the literary, performing and visual arts taught by a renowned faculty of working artists, who are 
experienced teachers.

The highly acclaimed program, now in its 29th year, provides a wide range of classes to gifted and talented 
children in creative writing, dance, vocal music, instrumental music, theatre arts, visual arts and photography. 
Children in grades 6 through 12 must audition each year to participate in the programs. Those accepted are re-
leased from their school one afternoon each week, during regular class hours, to attend the classes. The classes 
are held at the Stelton Community Center and Middlesex County College in Edison, NJ. Tuition for the 12 
week program (Arts Middle School) and 14 week program (Arts High School) and transportation to and from 
the program site is paid for by the participating school districts.

The registration deadline is November 15, 2008. Auditions will take place for Arts Middle School and 
High School on Sunday, December 7, 2007 
at Middlesex County College. Pre-registra-
tion is required.

This program has been made possible in 
part by the New Jersey State Council on the 
Arts/Department of State, a partner agency 
of the National Endowment for the Arts.

For applications and further informa-
tion, go to our website at www.artshigh.
net, e-mail info@artsandedcenter.org or call 
732-566-2787.

Steps to Staying Healthy
All 5th grade students at the South Am-

boy Elementary School recently participated 
in a cross-curricular, inter-disciplinary art 
project to promote the importance and value 
of good nutrition and overall cardio-vascular 
health.  In science classes, students learned 
about the food pyramid and the various kind 
and amounts of each type of food required 
for a healthy body.  This coincided with an 
increased emphasis on personal fitness in 
students’ physical education classes.  In art 
class, students created posters for a poster 
competition proudly sponsored by St. Peters 
University Hospitals to celebrate one hun-
dred years of serving our community.  To 
ask students to reflect on the topic “Steps to 
Staying Healthy,” the contest sponsors, St. 
Peters University Hospital, asked students 

to focus on making good, heart-healthy 
choices.  At the same time they are be-
ing taught to live in a healthy manner, art 
teacher Mrs. Tice will teach students the 
important curricular topic of artistic layout 
and design.  Students learned about different 
kinds of “headlines” and lettering, as well 
as the most powerful manner in which to 
communicate their positive message about 
making heart-healthy choices..  The event 
culminated with students gathering in the 
cafeteria to design and create their posters, 
while they enjoyed a healthy snack provided 
by the PTO.  The overall 5th grade winner 
from the South Amboy Elementary School 
received a $100 savings bond.  However, 
when the emphasis is on good health, we 
are all winners.  

The South Amboy Education Association, 
teachers and  paraprofessionals,  welcomed 
all new Pre-K and Kindergarten students and 
their families to South Amboy Elementary 
School with an exciting afternoon of activities.  
The afternoon began with a reading of Laura 
Joffe Numeroff's "If You Give a Mouse a 
Cookie".  This was followed by each student 
making their own mouse with a cookie craft 
and a snack of, what else ... Milk and cookies.  
Fun was had by all and the school staff can't 
wait to see the families at the next event.  
This is just the begining of a great future of 
learning together!
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Help Support 
Sacred Heart 
School!

The 3rd Thursday of every month is 
Sacred Heart Night at T.G.I. Friday’s on 
Route 9 in Old Bridge.  Bring your family 
in for a meal between 5:00pm and 9:00pm, 
and Sacred Heart will receive 20% of your 
bill – it’s that easy! Simply mention to your 
server that you are there for Sacred Heart 
School.

Our next fundraising night is Thursday, 
November 20.  Invite all your friends, and 
we’ll see you at Friday’s!

Sacred Heart students and parishioners gather for the Annual Blessing of Pets.

Bus Trip To AC
The Morgan First Aid Auxiliary is spon-

soring a trip to Harrah's in Atlantic City on 
Sunday, Nov. 30.  Bus leaves Club Abyss 
parking lot at 10 a.m.  Cost is $30 and an 
$18 return from casino.  Proceeds benefit the 
Squad.  For more info call Carol or Rachel 
732-727-4695 or Martha 732-721-5712.

Presidential Trivia
By Tom Burkard

1.How much was George Washington's salary as president?  a.$1,000 
b.$25,000 c.$31,000

2.What was George W. Bush's salary as president?  a.$400,000 b.$500,000 
c.$1 million

3.26 presidents previously worked as?  a.governors b.teachers 
c.lawyers

4.The oldest living president died at 93 years old.  Who was it?  a.John 
Q. Adams b.Ronald Reagan c.Gerald Ford

5.The tallest president was 6-4.  Who was it?  a.Abraham Lincoln b.Bill 
Clinton c.George H.W. Bush

6.Who was the shortest president at 5-4?  a.Jimmy Carter b.James 
Madison c.Millard Fillmore

7.The only president never to marry?  a.John F. Kennedy b.Lyndon B. 
Johnson c.James Buchanan

8.How many presidents were assassinated while in office?  a.1 b.2 
c.3

9.President Hayes' first name?  a.Raniero b.Randolph c.Rutherford
10.The last president to survive an assassination attempt while in office?  

a.Reagan b.Ford c.Truman
11.How many presidents are portrayed on U.S. paper currency?  a.3 

b.5 c.7
12.The most common religious affiliation of presidents?  a.Roman 

Catholic b.Episcopalian c.Presbyterian

Answers
1b 2a 3c 4c 5a 6b 7c 8c 9c 10a 11c 12b.
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