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St. Patrick’s Parade Sets Record
By Tom Burkard

You can keep your Macy’s Thanksgiv-
ing Day Parade, your Rose Bowl Parade,
and your Belmar St. Patrick’s Day Parade
and any others.  I’ll take the best parade in
the world— the South Amboy St. Patrick’s
Parade any day!

Once again, the parade committee came
through with flying colors (mostly green) by
putting together the City’s biggest event of
the year, which featured a record-setting 31
marching bands.  Countless thousands of
spectators came from all over NJ and out-of-
state, with their families to enjoy, cheer, and
just have a wonderful day for celebrating
their heritage.  To top it off, “Mother Na-
ture” was on their side.  She provided beau-

tiful sunshine and 50-plus degree weather
for most of the one hour and fifteen minutes
of marching.

Grand Marshal, Walter “Pete” Casey
led the participants out of the gate on South
Pine Ave. onto Bordentown Ave. to start the
great day for the Irish, and everyone else
who attended.  Casey is the last surviving
charter member of the South Amboy First
Aid Squad, and the second oldest living
member of the South Amboy Knights of
Columbus #426.

Following next in line were the Deputy
Grand Marshals, John “Jay” McKeon and
Mike Kelly, and “Irishman of the Year,”

Expanded Hours
During the Sadie Pope Dowdell

Library’s 93rd anniversary celebration, Li-
brary Director Elaine Gaber was proud to
announce that Library hours will be ex-
panded.  Beginning April 1st, the Library
will be open on Saturdays from 10:00 a.m.
to 4:00 p.m.

The Dowdell Library has become a
destination for the community; a place where
the community can enjoy interesting pro-
grams as well as opportunities to utilize the
new technologies.   It has become a wireless
hub and provides free Internet access with a
gateway to information 24/7.   In 2006, the
library replaced all the computers with a
grant from the State of New Jersey.

Today, the library offers free educa-
tional programs, best-seller books, Dvds,
music CDs, computer programs, books on
cassette and CD, the latest magazines and
newspapers,  a sizable large print collection,
information services available 24 hours a
day / 7 days a week, South Amboy historical
archives and maps; and media has become a
“hot” item.  The library collection now to-
tals 65,668.

The Dowdell Library is adjacent to the
South Amboy High School off O’Leary
Boulevard.   For more information, contact
the library at 732-721-6060 or
comments@dowdell.org.

O’Connell
Appointed

Councilman
John “Jack” O’Connell, South Amboy’s

Democratic Chairman was unanimously
appointed by the City Council as Council-
man of the Third Ward, replacing James
Reick, who resigned last month.

O’Connell is a veteran of the Gulf War
in which he flew 30 missions during Opera-
tion Desert Storm, and in June of 2006
returned from duty for Operation Iraqi Free-
dom.  Major O’Connell received a Bronze
Star Medal prior to his return to the U.S.

The new councilman served as Chief of
Staff to Senate President Richard Codey,
and was also counsel to the NJ Turnpike
Authority.  He also served as South Amboy’s
Economic Development Director and As-
sistant City Prosecutor.

In addition to O’Connell, there were
two other Third Ward residents who applied
for the council post, Christina Montorio,
and Ryan Tooker.

O’Connell’s great-grandfather was
James Hackett, a Republican Councilman
from 1916-1920.  Hackett lost by 137 votes
in a close election for Mayor in 1920 to
Congressman Thomas Scully.

A special election will be held on Nov.
6 to complete the unexpired term which runs
to Dec. 31, 2008.  Congratulations and best
of luck, “Jack!”

Tooker Selected
Business

Administrator
Assistant Business Administrator,

Camille Tooker was appointed to the posi-
tion of Business Administrator for the City
of South Amboy, replacing Acting Business
Administrator, Mayor John T. O’Leary.
Tooker served as the Assistant since Janu-
ary 2005.  She said, “I’m happy the Mayor
and Council put their faith in me, and I’m
looking forward to my new position.  It’s
always a challenge.”  She will receive a
$70,000 salary.  Congratulations, Camille!

Judge Reavey Dies
Honorable Rosemary Karcher Reavey

of Sayreville died on March 11.  She was one
of the first women judges in the state of New
Jersey.  She retired from NJ Superior Court
after 21 years on the bench.

Szkodny Appointed
Chief

Sayreville’s Police Chief of nearly 10
years, John Garbowski will retire in April.
Garbowski, 64, who took over the Borough’s
top slot in July 1997, began his law enforce-
ment career as a patrolman in 1968.

Captain Edward Szkodny, 61, who was
sworn in recently will become Chief of
Police in April upon Garbowski’s retire-
ment.  Szkodny has been on the force since
1974.  His brother,

Detective Sgt. Raymond Szkodny is
also a member of the Borough of Sayreville’s
Police Department.  Congratulations and
best wishes to both fine gentlemen!

3 Seats Open
Four South Amboy residents will vie

for the three seats available on the South
Amboy Board of Education in the upcoming
April election.  Incumbents Cindy Zammit,
Edward Campbell and Elizabeth DeLucca
will try to retain their posts, as Kevin Riley
hopes to present a challenge.

5 Candidates In
Sayreville

Five candidates have filed for 3 avail-
able 3-year seats on the Sayreville Board of
Education.  Incumbents running for re-elec-
tion are Curtis L. Clark III and Thomas W.
Biesiada.  Donna Anonsen, a past candidate,
plus newcomers Ronald Batko and Maria
Stratton are also seeking election to the
Board.

continued on page 27

EASTER & PASSOVER

BLESSINGS

South Amboy’s St. Patrick Parade Grand Marshal, Pete Casey, gives a big smile as he leads
the parade through the Pleasant Little City on a beautiful March Day.  (Photo by Brian Stratton)

4 Locals Mourned
By Tom Burkard

Four of the finest gentlemen and pillars
of the Sayreville and South Amboy commu-
nities recently died.

Edward C. Merski 85, of Parlin and
Edward S. Zrebiec 85, of South Amboy both
died on March 3, only a few hours apart,
Thomas Chuilli 93, of South Amboy died on
March 6, and Thomas Hoover 59, of Parlin
died on March 22.

Merski, who lived in Sayreville his
entire life, worked for 13 years as a mainte-
nance foreman for the Borough of Sayreville,
retiring in 1987.  Prior to that, he had his own
construction business, and was a master
carpenter and cabinet maker.  An avid gar-
dener, he enjoyed generously sharing the
fruits of his labors with everyone.  Ed loved
to travel with his wife, and toured in Poland,
Italy and Hawaii, and took many other trips
with the three clubs they belonged to in
Sayreville.  Merski was a dedicated and
devoted parishioner of Sacred Heart Church.

He was a U.S. Army veteran of World War
II, serving in the Cavalry Division through-
out Guam and the South Pacific.  He re-
ceived a Purple Heart for wounds received.
Eddie was a member of countless veterans,
seniors and other fine local organizations.
He was a quiet leader and role model to all,
with his honor, honesty, heart, humility and
humor.

Eddie is survived by his loving wife of
60 years, the former Marie Zamorski, his
sons, Dr. Edward of Matawan, Richard and
his wife Donna, and Paul and his wife Kira
all of Vienna, VA; his daughters, Anne
Marie Scupp of South Carolina, Cynthia
Ruszala and her husband Tony of Edison,

continued on page 27

City Mourns
War Hero

By Tom Burkard
On March 28,

thousands of locals
lined the main
streets of South
Amboy, many
holding American
flags and saluting,
as they paid respect
to hometown hero,
U.S. Army Sgt.
First Class Ben-
jamin Sebban, an
82nd Airborne Di-
vision Para-
trooper, who was
killed on March 17 in Iraq by an improvised
explosive device, according to the Depart-
ment of Defense.

Students from the public and parochial
schools, and adults of all ages could be seen
filling the sidewalks, along a large portion
of Stevens Ave.   They were there to pay
homage and catch a glimpse of the funeral
procession that left from The Gundrum Ser-
vice Home For Funerals on Bordentown
Ave., proceeded across Stevens Ave. and
then down to Main Street and Christ Church,
where a memorial service was held.  A huge
American flag was draped across Main Street
near Christ Church.

The funeral was perfect and most fitting
for a true American Hero, who gave his life
for his country.   The hearse was surrounded
by military personnel as they marched
through town.  Local Fire and First Aid
vehicles and members also participated.

Sebban joined the Army in 1998 as a
Combat Medic.  He arrived to the 82nd
Airborne Division in January 2006, and was
assigned to 1st Battalion, 319th Airborne
Field Artillery Regiment, 3rd Brigade Com-
bat Team, as a Senior Combat Medic.  Five
months later, he was reassigned to 5th Squad-
ron, 73rd Cav, 3rd Brigade Combat Team.

According to all military accounts, Sgt.
1st Class Sebban was a very brave and
honorable soldier who received numerous
medals and awards during his military ca-
reer, including the prestigious Bronze Star,
the Purple Heart, and the Army Commenda-
tion Medal with three oak leaf clusters.

As a youngster, Sebban attended St.
Mary Elementary School, and graduated in
’96 from East Brunswick Vo-Tech HS.

*See page 22 for our Memoriam, and
story on page 30, “Soldier Remembered.”

Sayreville Award
Winners

Sayreville Mayor Kennedy O’Brien
ended his state of the Borough address by
presenting awards to Richard Kosmoski
and Det. Kenneth Kelly for being advocates
behind several projects including the veter-
ans’ street signs.  Shirley Dill was also
honored for being a “wonderful example of
getting involved in the community,” and
former Councilman Fred Semoneit received
an award on behalf of his late wife, Diane,
who was a 9/11 volunteer.  Congratulations
to all!

Sgt. First Class
Benjamin Sebban

(Photo courtesy of U.S. Army)
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Talk Of The Towns
By Tom Burkard

Pristavec Sets Record
Col. Tom Pristavec, a ’57 graduate of

St. Mary’s High School, is currently in his
43rd year at Merrill Lynch.

He is the 1st Vice President and also
Senior Resident Director (Manager), of
Merrill Lynch of the Staten Island office,
and set a record for managers in the system
with 30 years.  Congratulations, Tom!
Gallagher Calls ‘Em

Former South Amboy/Sayreville resi-
dent, Jack Gallagher has been the racetrack
announcer at Dover Downs in Delaware for
many years.  The word around town is that
he is doing an excellent job.  Jack was the top
pitcher in the South Amboy Slow Pitch
softball league in the early 1970’s.
Henry On Dean’s List

Fred Henry III made the Dean’s List
again at William Paterson University with a
3.6 GPA for the Fall Term.  Fred is a junior,
majoring in Communication.  He also starred
in a comedy at the school, “End of the
Button.  In addition, he has written a play,
and it will be performed there later this
spring.  Congratulations, Fred!
Coakley Is Oldest Knight

Thanks to loyal SA Times readers, we
were informed that 93-year old, Jim Coakley
is the oldest living member of South Amboy
Knights of Columbus Council #426.  St.
Patrick’s  Parade Grand Marshal, Walter
“Pete” Casey was believed to be the oldest,
but our alert readers told us that Coakley
turned 93 in December, while Casey re-
cently hit the 93 mark in March.
Revlon Exec Attended St. Mary’s

Robert Martenak, who graduated from
Sacred Heart School in 1951, and St. Mary’s
High in 1955, recently was honored by
Revlon for his 50 years of employment.  He
is the second person to achieve this mile-
stone.  Martenak worked his way up through
the company ranks to his present prestigious
position of manager for overseas markets.
He said that he has never taken a sick day.
Congratulations, Robert!

Ice Cream Shop-”Over 40 Flavors”
Joe Pipala, a 1983 graduate of St. Mary’s

High is now in his 10th year as the owner of
Colonia Dairy Maid, a popular Route 35
spot for ice cream lovers.  If you’re ever in
the area, stop by and visit Joe, a homegrown
South Amboy guy, and try some of his
delicious ice cream.
In Memoriam

Walter Fabiszewski, 93, of Sayreville
died on Feb. 16.  He was a former 2nd vice
president of South Amboy Savings & Loan
Association/Pulawski Savings & Loan As-
sociation. William Coyle, 81, of Parlin died
on Feb. 18.  He was the former owner of
Parlin Plumbing & Heating, and also the
Plumbing Inspector for over 10 years in
Sayreville.  A former semi-pro football
player with the Sayreville Vets, he coached
the Morgan Panthers for 5 years.  Henry
“Hank” Kowzan, 77, of Parlin died on Feb.
18.  He was a member of Sacred Heart
Church choir.  Yvonne Koenig, 71, for-
merly of South Amboy died on Feb. 22.  She
was a very kind lady and always had a
positive word for everyone.  Claire Schurig,
95, of South Amboy died on Feb. 24.  She
established South Amboy’s Sears & Roe-
buck teletype order facility.  Ronald
Strzalkowski, 52 of Parlin died on March 6.
He was active with the Boy Scouts for over
20 years, and became a quartermaster for
Central NJ.  Josephine Samuel, 82, of
Sayreville died on March 7.  She was past
president/trip coordinator of Sayreville Se-
nior Citizens Thursday Club, and a member
of St. Stanislaus Kostka PTA for over 25
years, and honored as Mother of the Year in
’78.  Annette Jaskowiak, 85, formerly of
South Amboy died on March 15.  She re-
tired in ’83 after working 22 years in the
Operating Room at SA Memorial Hospital.
Annette was an avid reader/subscriber of
The SA Times.  They will be missed and
always remembered!

Ronnie Micciulla, daughter of Sam and Ann Russo, presented the American Flag to the
Shore Gate Condominium Association on March 6, 2007.  This Flag had flown over Zone 6
in Iraq on January 1, 2007.  Ronnie is the Director of American Recreational Military Services,
in charge of offices in Red Bank, Toms River, Staten Island and Pennsylvania. Her
immediate contact is Colonel Kenneth Beard of the 113th Field Brigade Unit stationed at
Camp Arifjan, Kuwait.  Colonel Beard commands field hospitals in Iraq.
Pictured (l-r) Ann Russo, Sam Russo, Ronnie Micciulla, Janet Norton, President of the Shore
Gate Condominium Association, Beatrice Harvey, Vice President and Jim Buckley, Property
Manager. (Photo by Brian Stratton)
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    Business of the Month  
Pronto Pizza Restaurant

The outstanding family-staff of Pronto Pizza Restaurant are (l-r) Bono Ajdari (son) A.J.
Kolari (nephew), Ed Ajdari (owner/operator).  (Photo by Tom Burkard)

Pronto Pizza Restaurant, located at
960 Rt. 9 South, Sayreville (Next to
Farmer’s Market in the Burger King Shop-
ping Market ), is owned by Ed Ajdari,
who has had 25 years of experience in the
pizza/restaurant business in Brooklyn,
NY, where he was the owner of 2 busi-
nesses, and also owned one in Staten
Island, NY prior to relocating in
Sayreville.  His late father, taught him
very well in this career field, as can be
evidenced by the top-quality food prod-
ucts Pronto produces.  “Everything was
passed down,” he said.

Ed is very proud of the fact that
Pronto Pizza Restaurant is a family-oper-
ated establishment, and praises his son
Bono Ajdari and nephew, A.J. Kolari, for
their fine and dedicated, hard work.

The owner said that his biggest spe-
cialty is from his grandmother’s recipe
for Zepploes and also her special pizza
sauce/gravy, which includes all fresh in-
gredients such as basil, garlic, oregano,
and parsley.

Pronto Pizza Restaurant features an
endlessly enticing menu of delicious

pizza, entrees and much more.  The fam-
ily makes at least 30 different kinds of
fresh pizzas daily.  “We have the best thin
crust pizza around, and a very unique
homemade grandmom’s pizza sauce,
which is different than any others,” said
Ed.  They also offer excellent rice balls,
and great potato crucette.   Pronto’s  three
signature dishes,  La Mamamia Pasta;
Chicken Ala Mafia; Chicken Calabrese
are really outstanding and tasty.  You
have to try them to believe it!  Why
should people patronize Pronto Pizza
Restaurant?  Ed responds, “It’s different
and unique from others.  Everything is
homemade, made from scratch.

The friendly family business is al-
ways helpful, and has been very involved
in the local communities.  Pronto spon-
sored a team in the Madison Park Little
League, and also donated to the Panthers
cheerleaders for their trip to Florida, in
which the girls won 3rd place.

Pronto Pizza Restaurant is a spot-
lessly clean and modern eatery, and for
those who can’t get out to enjoy a mouth-
watering pizza or award-winning meal,

South Amboy Middle High School welcomed March of Dimes 2007 National Ambassador,
seven-year-old Ezekiel “Zeek” Taylor of Durham, North Carolina. Zeek was born 14 weeks
prematurely, weighing just 1 pound, 14 ounces.
South Amboy Middle HS is the top WalkAmerica fundraising school in New Jersey.
WalkAmerica is the March of Dimes largest fundraiser, held annually on the last Sunday in
April. Pictured (l-r) Octavia Zampella, Peter Byrne, Ezekiel, Mrs. Taylor and Maureen
Strzykalski. (Photo by Brian Stratton)

Free Smoke Detectors
The City of South Amboy Fire Preven-

tion has FREE smoke detectors available for
senior citizens and low income families.
Those that wish to obtain a detector kindly
contact the Fire Marshal at 732-727-2310,

and leave your name, address and phone
number, and a detector will be delivered to
your home.  Supplies are limited, so you are
advised to call at once!
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Yearbook-Sayreville 1967
By Cynthia Skarzynski Poland & Clem Skarzynski

The Class of ’67 came to an end on June
21, 1967.  Little did we know it was “just the
beginning!”  292 of us listened to Valedicto-
rian Bob Merski and Salutatorian Harry
Janes’ version of what was to come.  James
Todd was yearbook advisor and Sue Cox
was Editor.  William Bauer was the school
newspaper advisor and Joan Gutkowski,
editor.  Principal Dr. Marie Parnell, and
assistant Homer Dill.  The senior class offic-
ers-Pres. Bob Bittner, VP-Marge Lehnert,
Treasurer-Nancy “Kell” Keller, Secretary-
Joyce Szewczyk.  The Student Council-
Pres.-Mark Boshko, Treas.-Nancy Keller,
Corresponding Sec.-Susan Cox, Recording
Sec.-A. Pulnik.

Faculty favorites: Lucian “Pro”
Wnukowski, John “Mr. Cee” Ciszewski,
John “Coach” Wortley, Ruth “The Direc-
tor” Zdanewicz, Miriam Fehrele, Janet Scott-
Heffelfinger, John Heffelfinger, Daniel “Mr.
Guidance” Newcomer.

LET’S LOOK BACK-Remember when
football games were on Saturday afternoons?
And there was a dance almost every night?
And the guys wore suits and ties, and the
gals, dresses-wow, a dress code!  The Paint
‘n’ Powder Club sold cupcakes for 5 cents!
Donna Marine was crowned Homecoming
Queen!  The football Bombers finished (0-
9) on the season, scored against South River.
Final score:  SR 31 Bombers 6.  Baseball
finished (14-7) and boys soccer (7-2).

Remember when the SWMHS National
Thespian Society’s version of “You Can’t
Take It With You” hit the school stage?
How about the junior-senior production of
“Annie Get Your Gun?”  The junior prom’s
theme was “Tahitian Paradise.”  The senior
prom on May 12th  theme was “Silver Is The
Night.”  It was the first time I had frog’s
legs!  Honest!  Remember the entrÈe?  Boned
breast of Capon!  Hey, how about that senior
class trip to Rocking Horse Ranch?  The
pool had no water in it!  I know for sure,
Cynthia hasn’t been on a horse since.  I
wonder why?  What was in those oranges
being passed around on the bus?  Talk about

high octane Vitamin C, I didn’t get a cold for
6 years!

1967-LBJ was our President, the Apollo
I disaster, the Super Bowl was born, the first
heart transplant, Ali refuses to be drafted!
Language & Lingo: “Freaky,” “Groovy,”
“Hairy,” “Hung-up,” “Heavy,” “Different
Strokes.”

On the sports scene, Dale Kurowsky set
a single game scoring record with 50 points.
He and Warren Walerzak were co-captains
of the basketball team.  Ronald Reess and
Daniel Eppinger were co-captains of the
football club.  Keith Wilson and Jerry Carney
co-captained soccer, and Mickey Roberts
was the baseball captain.

Some of the mighty, mighty seniors-
Jackie Andl, Philly Aschelone, Cindy Bailey,
Rich Beagans, Tommy Biesiada, Kenny
Black, Rose Blaszka, Linda Borowski,
Geraldine Bove, Louise Bowler, Gary
Boyler, Steve “Bo” Bringhurst, Kenny “Mr.
Postmaster” Buchanan, John Byrne, Marge
Campbell, Greg Chierchie, Barbie Caruso,
Dennis Crosby, Candy & Dottie Cross,
Maureen Cuddihy, Billy Curtis, Carm
DeLucia, Bobby DeLucia, “Rocky” DeVito,
Mariann Dziubek, Artie Elwood, Howie
Englert, Danny “Eppy” Eppinger, Linda
Fauser, Billy Fehl, Bob Ferreri, Louie Filik,
Donna Freyer, Diane Gamble, Tony Fusco,
“Uncle Al” Garrone, Carl Fusco, Pat
Giannos, Larry Gigliello, Kathy Gomolka,
Bruce Geleta, Billy Grealis, “Senator” John
Grabas, Myles Hart, Tommy Holstrom, Pat
Hickey, Paula Hubka, Arlene & Bruce
Horvath, Lorraine Hummell, Duane James,
Danny Ilaria, Frank Iorio, Chuck Kelly, Linda
Knable, Tony Kukulski, Chrissie Knoblock,
Tom “Fincho” Kwiecinski, Greg Loniewski,
Cindy Maliszewski, Ernie Marcello, Billy
Martin, “Rip” Mercer, Linda Monemurno,
Jerry Mokar, Rich Mulligan, Matt Nebus,
Eddie Nuzzo, Laura O’Neill, Jimmy
Pijanowski, Doreen Place, Janice
Prusakowski, Chet “Tiny Tot” Pryzbylko,
Barb Rauff, Jerry Sacher, Ricky “Not The
Snake” Sabo, Dennis Seamanik, The

Skarzynski Twins, Cindy “Skar,” & Clem
“Skip,” The Siliba Twins, Elaine &
Maryann, Dennis Sheridan, “Jay” Shinnick,
Donnie “Darn” Spitzer, Sharon Stab, Frank
“Spesh” Speciale, Ruthie “My Little Lovely”
Storrs, Debbie Switzer, Stacey Thalmann,
Margie Truppo, Sherry Whelan, Walt “The
Fish” Woldarczyk, Gary “The Woj”
Wojciehowicz, Ev & Rosalie Zebro, Arlene
“Zee” Ziola, Steve Z., Tommy Z., and Bernie
Z. just to name a few.

Well, Cindy’s been the historian through
most of this, but this is my department.  The
music that gave us “happy feet” throughout
the year: “Sunshine Superman,” “Cherish,”
“The Last Train To Clarksville,”  “96 Tears,”
“I’m A Believer,” “Penny Lane.”  And
when our year began winding down around
April, we were all “Happy Together,” and in
the month of May, we might have done
“Something Stupid,” but come June 21st,
we would finally get “Respect.”
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Many Locals Receive Awards

The Pete Kenny Association, celebrat-
ing its 25th Anniversary, along with the
Middlesex County Emerald Society held
their annual Dinner Dance Awards Night at
J. O’Neill’s Place in Sayreville.

A delicious dinner was served, and some
great music was played by D.J. Johnny B.,
before the award presentations began.

Pete Kenny Association Awards were
presented to: Irishman of the Year-Mayor
John T. O’Leary; Irishwoman of the Year-
Cindy Zammit; Irish American Leadership-
Thomas Downs; Citizen of the Year-Ed-
ward O’Connor;

Business Person of the Year-Lou
Seminski; Special Presentation in honor of
85th Birthday-Mrs. David B. Kelly.

Middlesex County Emerald Society
Award winners were: Samaritan of the Year-
David B. Kelly, Jr.; Emerald of the Year-Lt.
Dave O’Donnell; Fireman of the Year-Chief
Paul Mundy; Policeman of the Year-P.O.
Dean Kenny; Meritorious Service Award-
Trooper John Granato; Meritorious Service

Award-P.O. Daniel Granato.
Pete Kenny received a beautiful award

from Mayor O’Leary for his hard work and
dedication in helping people for 25 years.
The evening was concluded when Mrs. Kelly
gave a beautiful speech and thanked every-
one in attendance.

Defensive Driving Class
An AARP sponsored Driver Safety Pro-

gram is scheduled for Thursday and Friday,
April 26-27 from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. at the
Sayreville Senior Center, 423 Main St.   The
cost is $10 payable by check to AARP.
Upon completion of the course, students
receive a Certificate of Completion, which
will entitle them to a 5% discount on the

major portion of their auto insurance pre-
mium for 3 years.  Also, 2 points will be
deducted from their Motor Vehicle record,
if applicable.  Pre-registration is required
and is limited to the first 25 participants.  For
further details and to register, call the Senior
Center at 732-390-7058.  Payment is due at
registration.

Pleasant Little Trivia
By Tom Burkard

1.President of the Sayreville Carpen-
ters Local 1392 in 1946?  a.Ed Grover b.Jules
Letts c.Chet Szkodny

2.One of the first Chinese buffets in the
area was located in Morgan in ’93.  What
was it called?  a.Wee-Ling Buffet b.Uncle
Lai’s Smorgasbord Restaurant c.Hong Kong
Buffet

3.He was one of the founders of South
Amboy Memorial Hospital?  a.Al Jerome
b.Richard Mack Sr. c.Fred Jablonosky

4.South Amboy First Aid President in
’65?  a.Harold McLaughlin Sr. b.John
McCloud c.Mike Szraga

5.In 1984, this bar was located on Feltus
St., South Amboy?  a.Danny’s  b.JB’s
c.Tommy’s

6.This bus company was located on Rt.
35, Melrose in ’80?  a.Marathon b.Amboy
Coach c.Super Service

7.This liquor store was not located on
Washington Rd. in Sayreville or Parlin in
’73?  a.Parkway Liquors b.Bognar’s Li-
quors c.Village Inn

8.Scoutmaster for Boy Scout Troop 96
of Sayreville in 1979?  a.James Baumann
b.Raymond Skarzynski c.Edward Reagan

9.The City of South Amboy celebrated
what anniversary in 1958?  a.50 years b.75
years c.100 years

10.The owner of President Park Gulf on
Washington Rd., Parlin in ’76?  a.Andy
Romanski b.John Lawrence c.Atul Patel

11.Where was St. Mary’s 1995 Christ-
mas Ball held?  a.Buttonwood Manor
b.Imperial Music Center c.Forsgate

12.This South Amboy Main St. barber
shop re-located to 508 Washington Ave.,
SA on Jan. 17, 1985?  a.Sammy’s b.Vince’s
c.Bob’s

Answers
1b 2b 3b 4a 5c 6c 7a 8b 9a 10b 11b 12c.

The Pete Kenny Association, and the Middlesex County Emerald Society held their annual Dinner Dance Awards Night at J. O’Neill’s Place
in Sayreville.  Award winners (l-r) Joe Lewis, Cindy Zammit, Jennifer Kurtz, Police Officer Daniel Granato, Lt. Dave O’Donnell, Trooper John
Granato, Kristen Babulak, Thomas Downs, Ed O’Connor, David B. Kelly Jr., Police Officer Dean Kenny, Lou Seminski, Paul Mundy, Mayor
John T. O’Leary.  Missing from photo is Katey Charmello and Jessica Pruiti. (Photo by Brian Stratton)
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Tour In Poland-Sayreville’s Stella Misiewicz (front row, far left) and Flo Szawaryn (second
row, far right) are shown rafting on the Dunajac River in Zakoponie, Poland during a recent
trip.  Stella said, “It was very exciting, especially when the rafter allowed us to use the pole
to guide the raft.  The trip to Poland was beautiful, and awesome.”

Shore Gate
Meetings

An agenda for the monthly meetings
will be posted 48 hours prior to the meeting.
Meetings will be held the third Tuesday of
the month at 7:00 in the community room.
Meeting dates for the rest of 2007 are as
follows: February 20, March 20, April 17,
May 15, June 19, July 17, August 21, Sep-
tember 18, October 16, November 20 and
December 18.

Pancake Breakfast
The Sayreville Lions Club will hold its

annual Spring Pancake Breakfast on Palm
Sunday, April 1 at Sayreville War Memo-
rial HS from 8 a.m. to noon.  Tickets are $5
for adults, $3 for children, and are available
from members or at the door of the High
School Cafeteria on the day of the Pancake
Breakfast.

Easter Bunny
Breakfast

South Amboy Knights of Columbus
#426 will hold its Annual Breakfast with the
Easter Bunny on Sun., April 1 from 9-11:30
a.m. at the council home, 308 Fourth St.
Tickets are $5-adults; $3-children ages 2-
12; infants under 2-FREE.  For tickets and
info call Steve at 732-727-1707.  No tickets
will be sold on the day of the breakfast.

Irish Pub Night
The Ancient Order of Hibernians is

sponsoring an Irish Pub Night at the AOH
Hall on Sat., April 28 from 7-11 p.m. at the
AOH Hall on Stevens Ave. and Second St.,
South Amboy. There will be food, beer,
wine, prizes and live entertainment.  Tickets
are $30 in advance and $35 at the door, and
are available at St. Mary Elementary School,
St. Mary Church Office and O’Ireland Gift
Shop on Broadway.  All proceeds benefit
the Music at St. Mary’s Concert Series.  For
more info call Mickey Gross at 732-721-
5031.

Ice Pellets Sting
By Steve Schmid

The first day of spring was March 20,
but just a few days earlier, our area was hit
by a strong winter storm which left 2-4
inches of snow and ice.  The storm began
March 15 and continued all day March 16,
and featured many hours of heavy sleet
consisting of ice pellets that made roads
slippery and dangerous.  The ice pellets
were coming down so hard they stung people
in the face, who had the misfortune of being
outside.  The good news is this was prob-
ably winter’s last hurrah.

MIRACULOUS INVOCATION
TO ST. THERESA

O Glorious St. Therea, whom Almighty God has
raised up to aid and counsel mankind, I invite your
miraculous intercession. So powerful are you in
obtaining every need of body and soul, our Holy
Mother Church proclaims you a “prodigy of miracles,
the greatest Saint of modern times.” Now I fervently
beseech you to answer my petition (mention here) and
carry out your promise of doing good upon earth of
letting fall from heaven a shower of roses, henceforth,
Dear Little Flower, I will fulfill your plea to be made
known everywhere and I will never cease to lead
others to Jesus through you. Amen.-B.T.S.

Keep The
Faith

By Albert Gomolka Jr.
Times Poet Laureate

c.2006

Tribulation has a purpose
Perseverance will survive
If we are to only trust Him
Character will soon arrive
Hope is so extraordinary
With it miracles occur
Then life’s pressures will find
glory
In God’s grace which we’ll
secure
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Long, Long Ago

Workin’ On The Railroad-This vintage photo, believed to be over 100 years old was taken
either in South Amboy or Sayreville in the late 1800’s.  The only person that has been
identified is Elias Clayton (2nd from right).  Elias was born in 1862 and died in 1940.  He lived
on Second Street in South Amboy, and worked on the Pennsylvania Railroad.  He was the
grandfather of Louise Clayton Ostrowski, and a relative of Anna Friberg.  Does anyone have
any ideas about where this photo was taken?  Send them to: satimes@aol.com.  (Photo
courtesy of Anna Friberg)

Alumni Night-May
25

On Friday, night, May 25, Alumni Night
will be held at the Sacred Heart Carnival.
Graduates of the Sacred Heart Class of 1968
are being sought, but any alumni from Sa-
cred Heart are invited to attend.  They will
meet at 7:30 p.m. by the old “White House”
near the food tables.  For more info, please
contact Terry (Theresa) Kelly (Jankowski)
at teejan@att.net or by phone 732-938-3139.

Class of ’67 Seeks
Graduates

H.G. Hoffman High School Class of
1967 will be celebrating its 40-year Re-
union.  They are seeking the addresses,
phone numbers, e-mails of the following:

Roy Erickson, Bruce Andrejcik, Roy
Elyea, Joseph Gatyas, Thomas Letts, An-
thony Maliszewski, Anthony Maliszewski,
Sally Ann Smith, Miriam McCloud (Heath),
Barbara Hermes (Rufus), Stephanie
Sudnick, M. Doniese Antos (Tingle), Linda
Kaboski (Braun), Christy Haas (Casterline),
Carol Traska (Maydish), Kathleen
Motylweski (Rainone), Donna Skarzenski,
Rose Meyers, Carol Ziola (Reinhard), Dor-
othy Binkowski Lyons, Christine Doyle
Muys, Carol Malinowski, Bruce Gillum.

If anyone has information on any of the
above, please contact Frank Brylinski 732-
603-3991 or Tom Ploskonka 732-283-0114.

Celebrating Black
History Month in
South Amboy

South Amboy Middle School students
celebrated Black History Month by learning
about the civil rights struggle and honoring
the pioneers who overcame discrimination.
The importance of their work, struggles and
contributions to our great nation were re-
flected upon. Students  learned how their
legacies positively affected all of us, regard-
less of race, and that equality is a right, not
a privilege, for all Americans.

On February 27th the students cel-
ebrated the rich heritage through a dramatic
reading of the play, “Now Let Me Fly” as
well as presentations of notable African-
Americans and their contributions to soci-
ety.

National Library
Week @ Dowdell
Library

In celebration of National Library Week
- on Thursday, April 12th, the Sadie Pope
Dowdell Library will present a fun B-I-N-
G-O for kids of all ages from 6:30 – 7:30
p.m. Miss Eleanore will hold a special ap-
pearance for this fun event!

First sponsored in 1958, National Li-
brary Week is a national observance spon-
sored by libraries across the country. It is a
time to celebrate the contributions of our
libraries and librarians and to promote li-
brary use and support.

The Dowdell Library is adjacent to the
South Amboy High School.   For more
information, contact the library at 732-721-
6060 or comments@dowdell.org.

Dominus Vobiscum
By Elaine Scott

“Here comes Peter Cottontail, hopping
down the bunny trail; hippity, hoppity, Eas-
ter is on its way”.

Easter used to be the time of the hat.
Females of all ages just couldn’t go to Church
on Easter morning without having an Easter
hat and, preferably, a new one.   From big
ones to small ones, decorated with every
kind of flower, a hat had been more than just
a head covering.  It was “the” fashion state-
ment of Easter.

Along with the hat, gloves were neces-
sary.  Of course, along with the new hat and
the new gloves, a new Easter outfit was
needed.   To go with the new outfit, the new
hat, and the new gloves, a new pair of Easter
shoes had to be bought.   New shoes required
new Easter socks for little girls and new
stockings for older females.   Stockings had
been sold in hosiery stores back then, with
each pair nestled in white wrapping paper in
its own little box.  Not as durable as they are
now, they had gotten “runs” easily.   More
often than not, a new pair of stockings would
have a hole or two as soon as they were taken
from the box on Easter morning.  Next was
the Easter pocketbook, which had to be a
perfect match to the shoes.  For the Easter
ensemble to be complete, a new Easter coat
was needed, color-coordinated to match the
new hat, the new gloves, the new outfit, the
new shoes, the new socks, and the new
pocketbook.  Finally, it was time for the
corsage, usually made with an orchid or two.
Although optional, corsages had added an
extra special touch to a woman’s Easter
clothes, and every woman had wanted one.

All of these outfits had cost a lot of
money, so they were usually the first new
clothes we had gotten since our new school
clothes, two seasons before.  More savings
were attained by boys not getting new suits
for Easter, unless they had outgrown their
spring suit from the previous year, and/or
had no bigger brothers or cousins to get their
hand-me-downs.  Money was also saved by

not buying men anything at all.  Easter had
totally belonged to the female gender back
then.

To children, Easter meant Easter bas-
kets.  Since we didn’t get much years ago,
getting an Easter basket was the highlight of
the season.  First, though, we had to go to
Church in our new Easter outfits and sit,
angelically, while the hands of the clock
ticked closer to candy time.  As it had been
forbidden for Catholics to eat before receiv-
ing Holy Communion, I remember my empty
stomach growling impatiently for that candy
while Monsignor Sullivan said the Mass in
Latin.  Maybe I’m wrong, but I also remem-
ber him saying it very slowly, almost, but
not quite, as slow as Father Urbanik, in
Sacred Heart.  Only when my ears had heard
the priest say the mysterious but familiar
words, Dominus Vobiscum, did I know that
Mass was at an end, and the Easter basket
would soon be mine, and mine, alone.

Going to St. Mary’s Grammar School,
the coming of Easter always meant having
to sell Easter candy.  Weeks ahead of time,
in the midst of winter, we’d be handed a
pricing list, with an attached ordering form.
When the nuns had told us to sell as much as
we could, the unspoken words, “You better
sell a lot, or else,” were heard loud and clear.
Trying to sell Easter candy in Mechanicsville
was equivalent to trying to roll an Easter egg
uphill, as almost every house had at least one
child, niece, nephew, or cousin selling it,
too.  When I was 10 years old and not
wanting to be “lip-lashed” once again for
having only one name on my ordering list, I
decided to write down two more.  Proud of
my creativity, I added Mrs. Brown and Mrs.
Green, both, coincidentally, wanting to buy
my favorite candy of all, the chocolate cov-
ered coconut creme eggs.  When I handed
my ordering form to the nun, though, she
must have had ESP about those colorful

continued on page 24

Alumni Dinner-April 21
Cardinal McCarrick HS will hold an

Alumni Dinner and Evening of Recognition,
honoring Sister Joan Gavron, RSM and Mrs.
Jeanne Menk Polinski on Saturday, April 21,
from 6-10 p.m. at The Forge Inn of
Woodbridge.  For tickets and completed in-
formation, call 732-721-0748, ext. 243, or e-
mail: mkemble@cardinalmccarrick.com.
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Laptop Computers In Police Vehicles
Assemblyman John S. Wisniewski,

along with the Borough of Sayreville’s Coun-
cil Chairman of Public Safety, Councilman
Dennis Grobelny, Sayreville Borough Coun-
cil Members, and members of the Sayreville
Police Department are proud to announce
the installation of new laptop computers in
Police Department vehicles.

In total, 13 CF-29 Panasonic Laptops
and 18 mounting units were installed in
marked and unmarked police vehicles uti-
lizing INFO Cop and QED report writing
software.  The total cost of the project,
approximately $115,000, was paid for
through a $100,000 grant from the State of
New Jersey that was secured by Assembly-
man Wisniewski, with the balance being
financed through seizure money acquired
from narcotics arrests and environmental
crime cases.

“As a result of the efforts by the
Council’s Public Safety Committee, the
Police Department and especially the assis-
tance and support of Assemblyman John S.
Wisniewski, the Borough has been able to
fund and implement this important and time
saving project,” said Councilman Grobelny.
“The new laptops are a prime example of
how the right technology can enhance mu-
nicipal operations and benefit the residents
of Sayreville.”

INFO Cop software is a wireless based
information software that provides police
officers in the field with direct access to
motor vehicle and warrant information
within seconds, with photo images thus re-
ducing risk in potentially dangerous situa-
tions.  This information allows the officers
to keep the radio clear so dispatchers can
concentrate on officer safety, 911 calls and
other calls fro service.  The speed of the
INFO Cop software allows the officers to
quickly gather information in a fraction of
the time that normal dispatching procedures
would allow.

Queues Enforth Development (QED)
software is an automated dispatching and
report writing program that is currently be-
ing used in headquarters.  The mobile soft-

ware package allows the officers to com-
plete their reports on the road enabling of-
fers to remain on the street and ultimately
respond to calls more expeditiously.  The
system utilizes a database of prior incidents
throughout the Borough and includes infor-
mation such as photos, address specific is-
sues, and other pertinent data critical to the
efficiency and effectiveness of police per-
sonnel and other first responders.

“These new laptops along with the INFO
Cop and QED software will quickly provide
police officers with the information they
need to do their jobs more safely and effi-
ciently than ever before,” said Assembly-
man Wisniewski.  “I applaud Councilman
Grobelny, the members of the Council’s
Public Safety Committee and the Sayreville
Police Department for making this project a
reality at no cost to taxpayers.”

Wisniewski On
Cablevision

“Meet The Leaders” program on
Cablevision will feature Assemblyman John
S. Wisniewski (D-Sayreville) in April.   He
will discuss the risk and uncertainty in-
volved with leasing state roadways like the
NJ Turnpike.  Air dates for the shows are:
Sun. April 1, 6:30 and 9 p.m; Mon. Apr. 2,
6:30 p.m and 9 p.m.; Tues. April 3, 9 p.m.
and 10:30 p.m.; Wed. April 4, 6:30 p.m. and
9 p.m.; Thurs. April 5, 9 p.m. and 10:30
p.m.; Fri. April 6, 6:30 p.m. and 9 p.m.; Sat.
April 7, 9 p.m. and 10:30 p.m; Sun. April 15,
6:30 p.m. and 9 p.m.; Mon. April 16, 6:30
and 9 p.m.; Tues. April 17, 9 p.m. and 10:30
p.m.; Wed. April 18, 6:30 p.m. and 9 p.m.;
Thurs. April 19, 9 p.m. and 10:30 p.m.; Fri.
April 20, 6:30 p.m. and 9 p.m.

A PRAYER FOR HEALING
Lord, you invited all who are burdened to come to

You.  Allow your healing hand to heal me.  Touch my
soul with Your compassion for others.  Touch my heart
with Your courage and infinite love for all.  Touch my
mind with Your wisdom, that my mouth may always
proclaim Your praise.  Teach me to reach out to You
in my need.  Help me to lead others to You by my
example.  Most loving Heart of Jesus, bring me health
in body and spirit so that I may serve You with all my
strength.  Touch gently this life which you have created.
Amen -T.B.

Brookdale Guitar Show promoters Kyle (l) and C.J. (r) from Raritan Bay Guitar Repair are
shown at their booth during the popular guitar show held annually. (Photo by Brian Stratton)
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Chapter 233 Vietnam Veterans of America took a bus trip to Washington DC on March 17
in response to the Anti-War rally that was being held that day.  Nelida Malet of Sayreville said
that, “We had a few locals attending including our Chapter President Ed Marczak, his
daughter Carol, William and John Welsh of South Amboy, Charlie Woods and his wife from
Sayreville, and my son Ron Malet from Jamesburg.”  Chapter 233 Vietnam War Veterans
of America are pictured here in Washington, DC.  (Photo courtesy of Nelida Malet)

Knightly News
By Steve Schmid

The South Amboy Knights of Colum-
bus Council #426 has been busy lately.  The
council marched in South Amboy’s annual
St. Patrick’s Parade along with members
from St. Bernadette’s Council #8478 and
Our Lady of Victories Council #2061.  After
the parade, members returned to the council
hall and enjoyed their annual corned beef
and cabbage dinner with Irish music CD’s
played over the audio system.

The dinner attracted a nice crowd who
enjoyed the delicious food.  The Knights
also held a benefit, spaghetti dinner March
25 to aid the South Amboy family of Jim
Cleary and Tonya Gualtieri, who were
burned out of their Barkalow St. home on
Feb. 11.  The money raised will help the
family recover from the loss of their home
and personal belongings.  The Knights are
also holding their annual Breakfast with The
Easter Bunny on Palm Sunday, April 11
from 9-11:30 a.m.  Many parents and chil-
dren are expected.  Finally the officers and
members of Council 426 wish everyone in
our area a happy and healthy Easter.

Honor Roll Second
Marking Period

2006-2007
Honor Roll of Distinction

6-1  Danielle Skorupa  6-2  Megan
Varga  6-3  Jet Manzi  5-1  Jessica
Brinkerhoff,

Shannon McCleery, Sabrina Myers  5-
2  Scott Kwiatek, 5-3  Delenn Gnizdowski
5-4  Katrina Cruz, Natalie Ghigliotty  4-1
Kyle Scully  4-2 Anthony Conrad, Ofelia
Javelosa, Skylar Lanigan, Tyra Ward  4-3
Bryan Richmond  4-4  Olivia Hadlaw,
Amanda LaVigne, Jaime Switzer

Honor Roll
6-1   Ryan Parisen, Amanda Rodriguez,

Brandon Rodriguez, Alexandria Romero  6-
2  Sabrina Afaneh, Marvi Boyce, Nicole
Burns, Sarah Doyle, Alfred Gawron,
Breanna Hathcock, Rebecca Koy, Matthew
Lavan, Klaudia Maslowska, Calvin
Moriarty,  6-3  Elton Cheng , Kathleen
Makar,

Kurt Miller, Isabella Montalban   5-1
Stephen Clark, Ivonne Escareno, Joanna
Joks, Nicholas Kales, Anthony LaVigne,
Gerdaline Louis, Daniel Murphy, Jennell
Webber  5-2  Marvin Deausen, Kimberly
Hessner, Erik Hillebrandt Heather Kelleman,
Komal Naqvi, Tyler Olivieri, Sydney
Saunders  5-3 Ashley Buczek, Courtney
Buell, William Gonzalez, 5-4  Shana Ander-
son, Christine Rathbun  4-1  Julie Anderson,
Kyle Scully, Joshua Trapp, Keith Warzecha
4-2  Jaylen Correa, Keryn Dworak, Alexis
Ortiz-Albino, Jake Piazzolla, Rose Wood
4-3  Stephanie Gay, Kerenn Irias, Hugh
Riley Rone  4-4 Erin Ambry, David Collazo,
Nathaniel Frazier,  Elizabeth Kudelka,
Abbigail Rugel, Emily Trzeciak

Trip to Boston and
Newport

The OLV Senior Group is sponsoring a
trip to Newport, Rhode Island and Boston.
The trip is scheduled for Monday through
Wednesday, June 25 – 27, 2007. The bus
will leave the OLV lower parking lot at
8AM on June 25. The cost of the trip, $319.00,
includes bus transportation, two nights lodg-
ing, 4 meals: 2 breakfast and 2 dinner, and
guided tours of both Newport and Boston.
Hotel accommodations will be at Foxwoods
Casino for the two evenings. There will also
be time to stroll through Qunicy Market and
Faneuil Hall.

 For further information or to reserve a
seat for this trip, call Jack at (732) 254-7263

SA TIMES LARGEST
EASTER/PASSOVER

ISSUE EVER!
THANK YOU

ADVERTISERS
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Sunshine tries to break through the clouds on a cold winter’s day at Waterfront Park.  (Photo
by Tom Burkard)

Operation Home Free
Re/Max Best Realty, with offices in

South Amboy, Highland Park and South
Plainfield, in conjunction with the Best
School of Real Estate, launch Operation
Home Free, a program designed to assist our
returning veterans from the war in Iraq and
Afghanistan.  Operation Home Free (tm)
offers services to returning veterans from
the current war in Iraq and Afghanistan as a
small thank you for the sacrifices they made
to serve our country.  “This is the Best way
I can thank these men and women for their
service,” said Bruce Parker, Broker/Owner
of Re/Max Best Realty and the force behind
Operation Home Free.   Parker continued,
“We need to tell our service men and women
that we appreciate them and the time they
spent way from their families, and we would
like to give some of our time to them in
return.”  Under the Operation Home Free
program, various businesses will offer cer-
tain services free to veterans returning home
from the war in Iraq and Afghanistan.  “We
are trying to build a network of service
professions who also wish to show their
appreciation by donating their time and ser-
vices,” stated Bruce Parker.  For example,
The Best School of Real Estate will offer
free tuition to these war veterans to its school
for both salesperson and broker courses.

“The State of New Jersey itself has taught us
that veterans, and especially disabled veter-
ans, deserve certain work and educational
considerations,” stated Lee Parker of the
Best School of Real Estate.  Under the New
Jersey Real Estate Commission Rules, a
typical person seeking their real estate li-
cense to list or sell real estate as a profession
would need to take a 75 hour pre-licensing
course from an accredited school and pass a
state mandated test.  A broker candidate
would need to serve 3 years as a salesperson
and then take 150 hour series of classes from
an accredited school and pass a state man-
dated test.  A disabled veteran, however,
may skip the requirements of the pre-licens-
ing class and the 3 year service as a salesper-
son, and begin as a candidate for his or her
broker license.  “This is a great advantage to
a returning veteran who wants to start a
career in real estate after leaving the mili-
tary.”

If you would like more information on
Operation Home Free and the services of-
fered, please call us at 732-828-2004 or stop
in and see Bea Harvey in the Re/Max Best
Realty office in South Amboy, located at
137 South Broadway.    If you are a business
and would like to join the Operation Home
Free network and donate your services,
please call us at 732-727-4065 x210.
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South Amboy’s Laura Cierpial (bottom row center) celebrates her 100th birthday with friends
and family at the South Amboy Senior Center.  (Photo by Brian Stratton)

100 years young-Laura Cierpial (c) receives birthday wishes from South Amboy
Superintendent of Recreation, Mary Lou DeBlis (l), and Mayor John T. O’Leary (r).  (Photo
by Brian Stratton)

Woman Celebrates
100th Birthday

By Tom Burkard
Laura Cierpial of South Amboy cel-

ebrated her 100th birthday on March 10, and
was honored with a birthday party at the
South Amboy Senior Center, where she
spent time with family and friends, and
received a proclamation from South Amboy
Mayor John T. O’Leary.    Laura said that she
was born in Burts Creek (Now Sayreville)
on March 10, 1907.  She has one daughter,
Connie Shereyka, and loves to play bingo.
She’s been a member of the South Amboy
Senior Citizens

Club for about 20 years.  Laura said she
used to play Bingo 5 nights a week, crochet,
and knit.  She attended St. Mary’s High
School for 2 years, and is a member of
Sacred Heart Church.  What is her secret for
living to be 100?  “I eat a lot of chocolate
candy and watch TV,” she said.  P.S. Laura
has perfect blood pressure.

K/Preschool
Registration

Registration packets for kindergarten
and preschool pupils for the 2007-08 school
year are now available from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.
at the school office.  Completed packets are
due between 9 a.m. and noon on April 4th
and 5th.  For complete information, call the
principal’s office at 732-525-2118.

Diocese Receives Grant
Governor Corzine, Department of Com-

munity Affairs Commissioner Susan Bass
Levin, Senator Joseph Vitale and Assem-
blymen John S. Wisniewski and Joseph Vas
are pleased to announce that Catholic Chari-
ties, Diocese of Metuchen will receive a
Balanced Housing grant of $808,089.  This
award will provide funds for the project
known as State Street Studios in Perth Amboy
to rehabilitate and convert 30 single room
units into 20 studios with bathrooms and
kitchens, to be used for permanent support-
ive housing.

Neighborhood Preservation Balanced
Housing grants offer municipalities funding
to create housing opportunities for low- and
moderate-income households. The funds
support a wide range of local initiatives
including housing rehabilitation and site
acquisition.  The Neighborhood Preserva-
tion Balanced Housing initiative is funded
through the Division of Housing, and repre-

sents just one of the many programs imple-
mented by DCA that provides funding to
meet the affordable housing needs of New
Jersey residents.

“I am pleased to announce this very
generous grant from the Department of Com-
munity Affairs,” said Senator Joseph F.
Vitale.  “These funds will greatly assist
Catholic Charities, Diocese of Metuchen in
the restoration of the State Street Studios.
The Neighborhood Preservation Balanced
Housing Program does a great job of assist-
ing low and moderate income households
throughout the state.  I look forward to
continuing to work with the Department on
these issues.”

“Quality, affordable housing in New
Jersey should be the norm, not the excep-
tion,” said Assemblyman John S.
Wisniewski.  “The grant money awarded to
the Catholic Charities will help convert the
State Street Studios into just that – quality,
affordable housing – right where it’s needed
most.

“The Department of Community Af-
fairs grant will allow Catholic Charities†to
convert 30 single room occupancy†units
into 15 efficiency units reducing density and
the need to share bathroom and kitchen
facilities,” said Assemblyman Joseph Vas.
“The State Street Studio project promotes
independent living arrangements.†Catholic
Charities has been a provider of affordable
housing†in Perth Amboy and†I am elated
that the Department of Community Affairs
continues to recognize their efforts.”
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South Amboy Tall Tales
By Frank Hunt

”Swan Hill”-Well, actually this beautiful swan was right next to the section of South Amboy
known as Swan Hill, and is shown sitting on the frozen small pond at the Water Works
recently.  (Photo by Tom Burkard)

“Junior” was the most popular pet marching
in the St. Patrick’s Parade.  He was dyed
green, and decked out in a green boa and
cool sunglasses while leading the MAVIS
(Music Association for Visually Impaired
Students) group.  (Photo by Tom Burkard)

Tricky Tray
The Animal Rescue Force will hold its

Annual Tricky Tray/Chinese Auction on
April 20 at East Brunswick HS, Cranbury
Rd., East Brunswick, to benefit Animal
Rescue Force, a non-profit volunteer orga-
nization.  General Admission is $5.  Doors
open at 6:30 p.m., and ticket pulling begins
at 8 p.m.  There will be many great prizes
including a 24" color TV with DVD player
and VCR combined; vacuum cleaner; ex-
pensive jewelry, and much more.  For more
info call 732-257-7559.

The greatest weight-lifter in South
Amboy’s history was Joseph L. “Hack”
Orszulski!  No doubt about it!  Here is how
it came about: Back in the 1930’s, Hack
lived on upper Henry St. with his family.  At
that time, he was a young, strong teenager.
Across the street, the Nelson Family ran a
small dairy with 7 milk cows and a few
calves.  Hack fell into the habit of going over
to Nelson’s barn and picking up the same
calf everyday.  He lifted the animal by
getting under the mid-section and using his
shoulders, while holding on to the fore and
back legs.  Well, the calf quickly put on

weight everyday.  Hack had no problem
picking up the calf for about a year.

Then, the calf became a yearling and
weighed about 250 pounds.  However, Hack
persisted with his daily lifting, even though
the animal was getting larger and larger.
Finally, when Hack was really struggling to
lift the full-grown beast, the Nelsons de-
cided to weigh the animal at the local Raritan
River Railroad scales.  The full-grown beast
weighed 994 pounds!  Therefore, hats off to
Joseph L. “Hack” Orszulski!  The greatest
weight-lifter in South Amboy’s history!

Pet Of The Month

Grant Money For
District

Senator Joseph F. Vitale, Assembly-
man John S. Wisniewski, and Assembly-
man Joseph Vas announced that all 5 mu-
nicipalities in the 19th District, including
Carteret, Perth Amboy, Sayreville, South
Amboy and Woodbridge, will be receiving
Clean Communities Program funding total-
ing $189,637.16 from the NJ Dept. of Envi-
ronmental Protection.  The money is to be
used to finance litter abatement and educa-
tion programs, adopt-a-highway campaigns
and graffiti cleanups.  Sayreville will re-
ceive $38,601.23 and South Amboy
$7,619.70.
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The Paul Dehnz Band-recently completed a double CD titled “Bon Voyage” which features
33 great cover songs.  The group worked very hard on this project for over 2 years, and it
really shows, as they have put out an excellent product.
Members of the group (l-r) Paul Dehnz, Mark Dehnz, Lynn Pizzi, Keith Kozak.

Rumbles From The Rock ‘N’ Roll Reunion
By Clem Skarzynski

Collage-The fabulous “Collage” band recently released a self-titled CD “Collage.”  Pictured
is the proud group (l-r) Danny LaCross, Jerry Mokar, George Surdi, Frank Rudders, Ron
Mokar, Roy Elyea.  Kneeling is Bob Ligotino.

The Paul Dehnz Band Completes Double CD
By Clem Skarzynski

Local Legends of Rock ‘n’ Roll, Roger Johnson & The Hubcaps jammed for the first time
ever as a group at Clem Skarzynski’s playroom in Parlin.  The fabulous foursome also had
a surprise visitor, as a hometown, publisher/author dropped in to help out on rhythm guitar
and a couple of 60’s tunes.  Pictured (l-r) Clem Skarzynski, Frankie “F-Boy” Dill, Ed “Whitey”
Dill, and “The Godfather of Local Rock ‘n’ Roll,” the legendary Roger Johnson.  (Photo by
Tom Burkard)

Collage Releases CD
By Clem Skarzynski

The “AM Radio Rockers,” “Collage,”
released their self-titled CD, “Collage,” af-
ter 4 years of thought, planning, and choos-
ing the right stuff to lay down on the disc.
Saxman and Producer, Jerry Mokar has been
working on this project, along with Bassist
and Studio Engineer Bob Ligotino at Mickey
Yannich’s Century Productions Recording
Studio, right here in Sayreville.

After 2 1/2 years, Jerry and Bob, along
with fellow “Collage” members, Ron Mokar
on the keys, Roy Elyea on guitar, Dan
LaCross on sax, Frank Rudders on drums
and George Surdi on vocals, completed a
meticulous 15-song CD covering a wide
spectrum of music, including light rock,
light jazz, modern pop, disco, and of course
the music of the 50’s.  The band’s ability to
change off lead vocals, harmonies, and in-
struments puts them a cut above, and you
can hear it in every song.  The songs they
chose for the CD are the most requested by
their following in the club circuit.  Jerry
sings lead on “All Of Me” and “It’s My
Life,” Roy does it on “Gigolo” and “Glory
Days,” and Bobby does a nice job on
Clapton’s “Wonderful Tonite.”  The other
10 covers are handled by Mr. George Surdi,
the band’s lead vocalist, and if you’ve ever
heard George sing, you know his voice has
talent.

Collage also brought in their original
drummer, Johnny “Rockets” O’Neill to lay
down tracks on “Summertime,” “Gigolo,”
and one of my favorites, “Take Me For A
Little While.”

Saxman Jerry stated, “All of us, and our
following, always wanted something to have
as a memory-our fun times playing music,
just hangin’ with friends, so the CD was the
answer.”  I asked if they were going to slow
down because of their hectic schedule.  He
replied, “Why, we’re havin’ fun.  It could
stop tomorrow.  We’ll keep goin’, heck it’s
been over 7 years that we’ve been back

together.” (Actually since the ’98 Reunion)
That’s longer than when they gigged in the
70’s!

Every night they gig, the last song of the
evening is “You’ll Never Walk Alone,”
which they dedicate to all our men and
women in the military.  A nice touch.

Oh yeah, there’s a couple of other “mu-
sicians” who really liked the CD.  Mr. Johnny
Maestro and his bassist, Jim Roscia (From
the legendary group, The Brooklyn Bridge),
and I quote from the letter they sent to
Collage, “Loved the singing, the groove,
most of all, the choice of songs.  Congrats on
a great overall performance.”  Now that’s a
rave review!

Upcoming dates-April 6-Cornerstone;
April 21-Café 34; April 28-Firehouse; May
18-Café 34; May 19-Whiskey Café (Just to
name a few).

Hey, go to www.collageonline.net, for
their CD, dates, etc.  $15 for an outstanding
CD.  You’ll love it.

Longtime local musician/guitarist, Paul
Dehnz, just put the finishing touches on his
2-year project-a double CD, titled “Bon
Voyage” with 33 covers that his brother,
(Drummer) Mark Dehnz considered his fa-
vorites over the years.  With 98% of the CD
recorded on an 8-track A.D.A.T. system, the
project began a few months before Mark
moved to Florida, by putting all of the drum
tracks down first, then Paul and Mark’s
sister, Lynn Pizzi (Keys), and longtime bass-
ist, Keith Kozak, along with Paul and local
multi-talented musician/drummer/vocalist
Frankie Dill, began the huge task of putting
down the vocal and instrument tracks to
Mark’s previously recorded drum and vocal

tracks.  All recording was done live in Paul’s
basement, most tracks being done in 1 take.
Paul also did quite a few lead and harmony
vocals, and sister Lynn helped finish the
‘live takes.’  The CD’s were taken to a local
studio for the final mix-down and edit.  I’ve
filled in on bass for The Paul Dehnz Band
through the years, and when listening to the
CD set, it brought back a lot of memories-
Good job, guys!  Lots of work, and it paid
off!  It’s a great farewell and remembrance
for Mark and yourselves.  Some of the
covers: “Paradise By The Dashboard Light,”
“Copacabana,” “Show Me The Way,” “I’m
A Man,” “My Girl,” and “When You Love
A Woman.”

The Cove Remembered

Hey local rockers, I know it’s been
awhile-lots of crazy things goin’ on, and lots
to write about.  Whoa, a year and 7 months
or so, and it’ll be 10 years since the reunion!

Just had the Hubcaps and Roger Johnson
in my playroom for a jam, what a blast!
Local classic rockers, “The Rockdaddys”
will be at Todd’s Dugout, Sat., May 5.  Stop
and say hello to the brothers, Fran and Tim
Fee, Emmie Jones and Richie Standowski,
and give ‘em your request for your favorite
classic rock song.  Hint: Ask for some
“Doors.”  They can rock out a few of them,
really well!

Had a chance to hear Kindred on
Thanksgiving Eve at Freddie’s S.A. Pub.
Joe and crew, great job with the party rock,
lots of talent there too!  Hey, check out Phil
Rainone’s monthly column with his reviews
on new and old music in The SA Times, and
see our website-thesatimes.com for his ad-
ditional stories.  He’s good, I’ve learned a
lot from him in that zone.  Annual Brookdale
College Guitar Show in Feb. went well.
Prices crazy as usual, but fun to go look
anyway.  Well, I’m done, gotta go.  Till next
time-Be well.

One reader shared his memories of The
Cove, a teenage nightclub on Main St., South
Amboy in the late 1960’s.  Francis “Franny”
Freeman, formerly of South Amboy said
that, “I remember spending several nights at
The Cove.  Mike Connelly, Jimmy Reese
and I would put our Nehru jackets on be-
cause they were white, and when the strobe

lights would come on, we would glow in the
dark.  We usually went when The Little
Giants band played there, because they
played Chicago and Young Rascals music.
That was some sweet music back then.”
Anyone else remember The Cove?  Let us
know.

#1 Pop Hits
March 31
1997-Can’t Nobody Hold Me Down-Puff
Daddy
1981-Rapture-Blondie
1975-Lady Marmalade-LaBelle
1968-(Sittin’ On) The Dock Of The Bay-
Otis Redding
1953-Till I Waltz Again With You
1945-I’m Beginning To See The Light
1930-Happy Days Are Here Again

#1 Country Hits
March 31
1992-Is There Life Out There-Reba
McEntire
1983-Swingin’-John Anderson
1973-Keep Me In Mind-Lynn Anderson
1967-I Won’t Come In-Jim Reeves
1955-In The Jailhouse Now-Webb Pierce
1949-Tennessee Saturday Night-Red Foley
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School Sports
By Tom Burkard

Boys Basketball
Cardinal McCarrick (19-7) was upset

in GMCT title game by Piscataway.  Vince
Rosario, the Eagles’ #1 Boys All-Time lead-
ing scorer finished his career with 1,946
points.  Mike Burwell, who has 1,014 points,
will be back next year to lead the troops.

South Amboy (13-11) Brian Seres fin-
ished his standout career with 1,628 points.
Also starring were Larry Lenahan, Mark
Simko, and Colin Krzyzanowski.

Sayreville (10-13) Top players were
Kofi Genfi, Ray Rodriguez, Ricardo
Harding, and Chris Matagrano.
Girls Basketball

Cardinal McCarrick (21-5) Lost in the
Non-Public South B final to powerful Tren-
ton Catholic.  Top players for the year:
Lauren Zarantonello, 1,000 point scorer,
Jessica Pruiti, Kristen Babulak, Chrissy Keir,
Patty Langan.  Pruiti led the club with a 15.0
avg. and was #1 in the county with 70 three-
point FG’s.

South Amboy (16-11) Lost in CJ Group
I semis to Highland Park.  Top players for
the year: 1,000 point superstar, Katey
Charmello, Lindsay Polak, Courtney
Hulsart, Jen Braun, Nicole Scarillo and
Melissa Magee.  Charmello was #5 in the
county with a 17.5 avg., and also #5 with
455 points.  She finished #2 with 58 three-
point FG’s.

Sayreville (13-11) Top players for the
year: Holly Miara, Erica Latz, Keira Will-
iams, Suanette Rios, Lanie Andrews.

James Beshada

Beshada Finishes 2nd
Former South Amboy resident, James

Beshada, star wrestler for CBA, finished
2nd place in the (130 lb.) class at the NJSIAA
state wrestling tournament, which was held
at Atlantic City.  In the semifinal, he won an
11-1 decision over Glen Cannici of St.
Mary’s Rutherford.   Tyler Milonas of
Jefferson ended the championship dream by
beating  Beshada on a 9-1 decision.  James
finished the year at an outstanding (41-2)
mark, which included the District 22 cham-
pionship, and had an incredible career record
of (109-23).

James is the son of James and Valarie
Beshada, and the grandson of South Amboy’s
Walter Rieger and his late wife, Peggy
Rieger, and Jim and Fran Beshada of South
Amboy.  Congratulations on a tremendous
run, James!

Wrestling
Sayreville (22-5) Final records: Eric

Tsang 36-4; Michael Knight 34-4; Mike
Deluco 34-5; Ramon Santiago 33-6; Robert
Borzellieri 25-9; John Boulton 22-13; Nick
Boulton 17-8; Dan Bergfeldt 20-13; Jared
Christensen 10-7.

Eric Tsang set a school record for ca-
reer wins (108), and Mike Deluco for
takedowns in a season (108).

In addition, Sayreville had 5 District
Champions, and Scott Poore qualified from
Region V for the State Tourney in Atlantic
City.  He was eliminated in AC, but set a
single season record with (20) pins this year.
The senior wrestlers won a total of 63 matches
in 4 years.

Weinert Honored
Mike Weinert, Sayreville High’s bowl-

ing coach was selected Coach Of The Year
by Home News Tribune after leading the
boys team to the White Division champion-
ship with a (16-0) record.  Weinert is an
English teacher at the high school.  Con-
gratulations on a truly terrific job!

College Chatter
Kean University’s baseball coach, Neil

Ioviero, will be getting some fine pitching
this season from locals Brandon Aich and
Joe Bartlinski.  Aich is a sophomore, who
starred for Sayreville a couple years ago,
and saw plenty of action last season for
Kean.  Bartlinski, a freshman, who is a 2006
graduate of South Amboy, was an all-around
superstar for the Guvs, excelling in baseball
and basketball.  Best of luck, guys!

Three freshmen girls from Sayreville
played for Middlesex County College’s bas-
ketball team.  Jamie Wojcik, Carissa Meyer,
and Cassandra Limatola.  Wojcik and Meyer
are forwards and Limatola a guard.  Wojcik
at one point was 24-of-29 from the free
throw stripe, 82.7, and believed to be 4th or
5th in the nation.

Rosario All-Star
MVP

Cardinal McCarrick’s All-Time lead-
ing scorer, Vince Rosario closed out his
schoolboy career by leading the Light Team
to a thrilling 101-97 victory over the Dark
Team in the Boys GMC All-Star Game.
With the score tied at 97-97, Rosario went to
work, and connected on a pull-up jumper
with 0:30 left, and then drove for the final
basket to give the Light Team the win.  He
was the high scorer in the contest with 19
points, and he was selected Most Valuable
Player.  Way to go, Vince!  What a career!

Nicholas All-Area
Sayreville Bombers’ top bowler, Brian

Nicholas was chosen to the Home News
Tribune’s All-Area Boys Bowling, 1st Team.
Nicholas finished with the 2nd highest aver-
age in the GMC (218), and had a high game
of 267, and high series of 721.   Great
season!

Denuto Coach Of
The Year

John Denuto, Sayreville’s outstanding,
2nd year wrestling coach, was selected Home
News Tribune’s 2006-07 Wrestling Coach
of the Year.  Denuto’s super Bombers fin-
ished with a new school record of 22 wins,
had its highest finish in the GMCT (4th), and
won a share of the White Division title (For
the first time), tying with Woodbridge and
Monroe.  Sayreville also set school marks
for having 3 GMCT finalists, and 10 GMCT
place winners, not to mention 5 district
champions.  Also, 8 Bomber wrestlers went
to the region tourney.  The Blue & Gray
finished with a tremendous (22-5) record
under Denuto.  Congratulations, John!

Ratajczyk: Swimmer
of the Year

Sayreville’s sophomore sensation, Alex
Ratajczyk was selected “Swimmer of the
Year” by Home News Tribune, as well as
All Area First Team.  He captured two GMC
Championships, in the 50 meters, and also
the 100 free.  Congratulations on your tre-
mendous accomplishments!

Poore Falls In Final
Sayreville’s standout wrestler, Scott

Poore (145 lbs.) lost the Region V champion-
ship to Tyler Riccio of Bridgewater-Raritan,
7-0.  Poore turned in a strong effort, holding
Riccio scoreless for the first 2 periods.

Eagles Fall In Final
Coach Joe Lewis’ Cardinal McCarrick

Eagles dropped a 59-50 GMCT basketball
championship contest to a fired-up
Piscataway club.  The Chiefs’ played out-
standing defense, in addition to out-rebound-
ing McCarrick, 44-16.  Mike Burwell and
Vince Rosario topped the Blue & Gold with
16 and 14 points respectively.  Ricky
McCutcheon ripped 5 rebounds for CM.

Rosario was chosen Tournament MVP,
scoring 100 points in 4 games for a 25 point
average.  He and Burwell were 1st team All-
Tournament selections.

Play Ball!

Cardinal McCarrick Junior Mike Burwell
scored his 1000th career point against
Piscataway in the GMC Tournament
Championship game.  Mike (l) was presented
with a ball to mark the occasion from Eagles
coach Joe Lewis (r).  (Photo by Brian Stratton)

Baseball, Softball To Begin
The local high school baseball and soft-

ball teams will open their 2007 season next
week.

All the teams are looking forward to
having a successful campaign, and it should
be a very exciting schoolboy/girl year.

In baseball, South Amboy’s 2nd-year
Coach Dennis Bourgeau will have most of
last year’s nucleus that captured the Central
Jersey Group 1 Championship back.  The
club bowed in the GMCT title game to a
powerful St. Joseph’s, but the Guvs, #2 in
the county, finished with a superb (24-4)
record and set a Hoffman/South Amboy
school record for most wins in a season.
Returning to lead the Purple & Gold is
Middlesex County’s “Player of the Year,”
All-County 1st Team, and All-State super-
star, Brian Seres, who is the ace of the
pitching staff.   In addition, he was the
county batting champion in ’06 with a siz-
zling .640 avg.  Joining Seres to form one of
the best 1-2 pitching duos in the county, is
All-state selection, Jared Mundy, who also
excels at the plate, where he batted a lofty,
.494, and was followed by teammates Mike
DeJoy .409, and Kyle Blum .379.  SA should
have another exciting year as the talent is
very plentiful.

Cardinal McCarrick under the brilliant
coaching of Frank Notaro should be much
improved from last year’s (11-12).  Watch
for talented Paul Conlon to have a breakout
senior season.  Sayreville, who finished (11-
12) will do much better this season under
Coach Mike Novak, who truly knows the
game inside-out.    Nick Ruszala should be
the big offensive gun this season after bat-
ting an excellent .390 in ’06.

In softball, Sayreville, #2 in the county
last year (21-6) lost its top hitter, Jessica
Nicola through graduation. Ace pitcher,
Amanda Olender who notched 18 wins last
year will lead this year’s talented contin-
gent.  South Amboy (11-11) aims to im-
prove this year, with Nicole Scarillo (.558)
coming off her second straight batting title.
Sarah O’Connor, (.441) last season pro-
vides plenty of spark, and Brianne Septor
(.385) adds extra offense.   Expect a big
season from Amanda Parsons.   All-around
superstar athlete, Katey Charmello, is look-
ing forward to a big year as well.  The sky is
the limit for SA in ’07.  Cardinal McCarrick
(4-14) should definitely improve after a
tough ’06.  Last year’s top hitter, Amy
Pacansky (.386) can also drive the long ball.
Play ball!
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The Local Sports Memory Machine By Tom Burkard

From The Sports Archives

Glory Days In
Local Sports

T.H.E.
Game

1943-This vintage photo shows St. Mary’s talented group of basketball players.  Top row
(l-r) Father Keenan, sports moderator, Jay Fuller, John Zebro, Joe Lochs, Ray Creed,
Reggie Carney, Bob Fleming, Coach Charlie Eppinger.  Bottom row (l-r) Jim McNamara,
Joe Quinlan, Richie Schultz, manager, George Harkins, Ed Gleason.

1944-Sayreville’s baseball
squad trounced St. Peter’s 13-4.
Winning pitcher Don “Mickey”
Czok fired a 3-hitter and struck

out 13.  Teddy Galibedes drilled
3 hits including a 2-run single.
Homer Dill belted 3 hits, Ted

Gutkowski a single and double, and Fred
Kath a single and RBI double.  1950-
Hoffman’s baseball team trounced Keyport
6-0 on a brilliant 6 strikeout shutout by Bill
Bouchard, who also had 6 assists.  Bouchard
was perfect 3-for-3 at the plate with 2 singles,
a double and an RBI.  John Kovaleski drilled
2 hits, and knocked in 2 runs, and Jerry
Covell nailed an RBI double.  1965-St.
Mary’s baseball nine jolted JFK, 4-1.  John
Burke won his first game, allowing only 1
hit in 6 innings, while fanning 6.  Tom “Red”
Kelly and Brian George stroked 2 hits apiece.
1977-The Governors walloped Wardlaw,
12-5 behind winning pitcher Tom Billich.
Tim Walczak, Greg Kardos and George
Hubbs had 3 RBI apiece.  1981-The Eagles
downed Green Brook, 5-2 in baseball, be-
hind winning pitcher Victor Mangome, who
also had an RBI.   1993-Sayreville’s softball
squad stopped South Brunswick, 7-5.  Win-
ning pitcher Tracey Thomsen drilled 3
singles, and Stephanie Allocco went 3-for 3.
2002-The Bombers softball team pounded
Perth Amboy, 11-1, as Theresa Holon won
her first varsity game.  Julia Switzer belted
a double, knocked in a run, and scored 3
runs.

Sport-Basketball
Year-1974
Teams-Sayreville vs. St.
Mary’s (Game #2)
Recap-In a hard-fought contest, Sayreville
nipped St. Mary’s, 59-56.   SM led 14-13
after the first quarter, and 30-29 at the half.
The Bombers shooting got hot in the third,
as they outscored the Eagles, 18-7, and took
a 47-37 lead.  The Saints outscored their
neighbors 19-12 in the final frame.
Steve Makwinski paced the Blue & Gray
with 21 points, Ray Borup added 15, and
Wayne Kreiger 10.  Joe Kolakowski topped
the Saints with 13, Ray Lasko had 10, and
Mark Clark 10.
Boxscore:
Sayreville 59
Makwinski 21 Borup 15  Kreiger 10 Matt
Clark 8 John Wojcik 5 Jeff Georgiana 0.
St. Mary’s 56
Kolakowski 13 Lasko 10 Mark Clark 10
Bill Becker 8 Jeff Sprague 7 Brand 6
Bukovec 2.
MVP-Steve Makwinski

65 Years Ago
1942-Walt Rogers, high scoring guard

for the Hoffman basketball team tied the all-
time individual single-game scoring record
in the Shore Conference, by pumping in 27
points to lead the Guvs to a 53-26 victory
over Matawan.  Rogers tied the mark of
Rumson star, Ted Hammond.  Frank
Christiansen helped Hoffman’s cause with
15 markers.

Rogers led Middlesex County in scor-
ing, averaging around 14 points per game,
and was selected 3rd Team All-State, All-
Groups, and 1st Team Group I.

Where Have You Gone, Costy Pawlowski?
By Tom Burkard

There are mega thousands of local
youngsters who have donned Little League
uniforms through the years, but how many
had the chance to not only pitch in, but win
the NJ Little League State Championship
game?  The only one in local history is Costy
Pawlowski, who pitched the
Sayreville Little League All-
Stars to the state title in 1961.

Pawlowski, who grew up
on Lavern St., was a gifted
pitcher on the Knights of Co-
lumbus team, and was destined
for stardom.  He recalled throw-
ing a no-hitter in Babe Ruth
League, and two years after his
Little League heroics, he made
the Sayreville Bombers varsity
baseball club as a freshman.
Unfortunately, he suffered a
broken wrist in 3 places caused
by a line drive hit in batting
practice, and was forced  to sit
out the season.  He bounced back to have 3
stellar seasons for Coach John Wortley, and
as a senior in 1966, was an All-County and
All-State 1st team pitcher.  He finished (6-3)
with a fine 1.90 ERA, and struck out 72 in 54
2/3 innings.  The hard-throwing right-hander
relied on his fastball, curveball and drop.
Costy said his most memorable high school
game was against South River, in which he
had a no-hitter into the 6th inning, but gave
up a hit to the leadoff batter that inning, and
finished with a nifty 1-hit gem.

Incidentally, the versatile Pawlowski
also played varsity basketball and football
for 4 years.

“Coach Wortley was great.  I had a lot of
respect for him.  He loved his players and
was dedicated to all,” said Pawlowski.

Following graduation in ’66, he en-
listed in the Marine Corps, and was in the
Vietnam War with the 1st Marine Air Wing.
Upon his return from the War, he sustained
a back injury.  Costy later played for the
Marine Corps Navy Goshawk baseball team.

“Most players were officers, who had played
college ball.  Through that league, I was
offered a variety of scholarships, and chose
the University of New Orleans.”  While in
college, he was pursued by the Pittsburgh
Pirates, and other big league teams, but

suffered a career-ending back
injury against Tulane.  He later
went on to graduate from the
University of South
Misssissippi, and earned his
Masters at West Georgia Col-
lege.

Costy has been living in
Georgia for 33 years, and is

married to Dr. Betsy
Horton.  They have their own
practice in Fayetteville, GA.
Costy works with his wife,
and “Enjoys it very much.”
He retired as Administrative
Assistant for Clayton County
School system, where he also

served as Athletic Director and was a highly
successful boys and girls varsity tennis coach
for 10 years, guiding several undefeated
teams, including the best tennis record in
history at North Clayton High School.
Pawlowski was also honored as “Educator
of the Year” at his school.

He still misses living in New Jersey,
especially “The beaches, friends and fam-
ily, and New York City.”  Costy’s sister still
resides in Perth Amboy.  This interview was
done via e-mail, and I’ve never met Costy
Pawlowski, but look forward to the day
when we do meet.  He was truly a great
athlete, and sounds like a real class act and
wonderful person.

Costy Pawlowski Notebook: As a
youngster, his favorite baseball player was
Mickey Mantle.  His favorite president of
all-time is Franklin D. Roosevelt.  He per-
sonally knows former NFL great, South
River’s Joe Theismann, who he played
against in high school, and former San Fran-
cisco 49er, Bruce Taylor who lived in Perth
Amboy.

Selover Played In
’62

Avid SA Times reader, Tom Nagle told
us that Ray Selover’s name was omitted
from last month’s photo of the 1962 St.
Mary’s basketball team in

“From The Sports Archives.”  Selover
is pictured standing between Bob and John
Kukulski.  Ray was a very talented basketeer
for Coach Luke Lenahan’s fine club.

Confessions Of A Neighborhood Bar
Alumnus: Fritz, Part 2

Out Of Towners Learn A Harsh Lesson
From Fritz

It was one of those quiet Sunday after-
noons after the end of the football season
1966, or maybe 1967 when the only sports
on television was some bizarre Wide World
of Sports extravaganza on Channel Seven,
followed by Curt Gowdy shooting at geese
on the Prudential Wild Kingdom I think on
Channel Four. However, it was still Fritz’s
on a Sunday so it was an interesting place to
be. As in most cases where the same people
gather on a regular basis, we all usually took
more or less the same seats. So that meant
that one side of the bar was where the “regu-
lars” sat, and the seats on the other side of the
bar were usually vacant.

Entering this quiet afternoon setting
were two couples that looked very out of
place in this neighborhood bar. Not that they
were dressed in any bizarre fashion, on the
contrary, they were quite spiffy. The men
wore suits and ties, and they wore flashy
jewelry: heavy rings and watches; the women
also wore lots of jewelry, expensive clothes
and almost professional looking makeup. I
remember them all smoking cigarettes, rub-
ber necking and looking around the bar for a
place to sit, which, of course was normal
since this was obviously there first time in
the bar.

 The only thing I can remember on the
negative side about them at all was that they
were kind of loud. Now I’m as paranoid as
the next guy, but I don’t think they were
being loud in an arrogant or “We’re cooler
than you!”way.  Maybe just the nervous loud
that people sometimes assume when they
feel they are on display.

 All at once, they saw the empty spaces
on the side of the bar and quickly moved to
take their seats, but they continued to be just
a bit on the raucous side. And there they sat
and sat and sat and sat and sat, with Fritz
never making a move to serve them.

Since these people were in their fifties
and I was in my mid-twenties I looked at
them as adults to be respected and deferred
to, so I was getting a little jumpy wondering
why Fritz was refusing to give them the
drinks they came in for.  Finally, after an
excruciating long five minutes, Fritz made a
very dramatic move of getting off his chair,
slowly moving in their direction, and look-
ing at each one of us as he moved towards
them; he presented himself directly in front
of the two couples and in a very powerful
stage voice asked the loudest of the bunch,
“What can I do for you, Mistah?”

Oh, those poor people! I don’t remem-
ber them making any nasty comment about
the length of time it took for them to get
served, but I can still hear the New York City
accent of the man who placed the ill- fated
order. “We’d like two bottles of Mill-ahhh,
and two Whiskey Sou-aahhhs for the la-
dies.”

Without pouring so much as one drink
Fritz  moved back from the couples, put his
hands on his hips and gave them this little
speech, “Mistah, if you want a drink like that
you have to go on the highway, you wont be
getting anything like that in here.” Then he
proceeded to give them directions to The
Thunderbird right around the corner on Route
35.

I can’t imagine that foursome not mak-
ing some kind of protest, or at least modify-
ing their order so that they wouldn’t have to
leave without some type of refreshment.
But, that’s what happened, they up and left.
And here I am forty years later still trying to
imagine what those people thought when
they got back out to their car, and if they ever
forgot that day in Fritz’s, and if they knew
that they had just encountered the one bar-
tender in the world who would not serve you
a drop if you violated any or the rules of
courtesy in his bar, no matter how much
money you flashed or promise of good pay-
day you promised.

Costy Pawlowski

The Center Jump
Jerry Connors recalled that back in the

early ‘40’s the center jump did not take place
after each basket.  He said, “There was a
center jump at the beginning of the game and
start of each quarter.  There was also a jump
ball every time 2 opposing players had pos-
session of the ball.  In ’42 and thereafter, the
girls’ game had a center jump after each
basket.”

Behnen Record
Safe

Former South Amboy basketball su-
perstar, Ed Behnen’s boys career scoring
record of 1,993 points for schools in South
Amboy, still remains after 7 years.  Cardinal
McCarrick’s scoring machine, Vince
Rosario fell short, and finished his career
with 1,946.



South Amboy-Sayreville Times March 31, 2007   19

Baseball/Softball Special By Tom Burkard

From The Youth League Archives

The talented Morgan Firemen Little League baseball team is shown in this photo circa 1966.
Top row (l-r) Bob Ciszewski, Coach Frank Fierro, Jack McDonnell, Dan Stevenson, Jerry
Ust, Chris Rosenvigne, Manion, Coach Mr. Huneke, ?.  Bottom row (l-r) Dave Huneke,
Robert Ust, Art Walczak, ?, ?, Rich Arose, John Wortley.  Batboy-?
Do you know any of the question ? marks?  Please send us an e-mail at: satimes@aol.com.
(Photo courtesy of Jane Wortley)

Mulvey Gets First
Major League
Strikeout

Parlin’s Kevin Mulvey, New York
Mets’ pitcher, competing in his first big-
league Spring Training, pitched 2 innings
against the World Champion St. Louis Car-
dinals.  In his first inning, a scoreless one, he
fanned baseball’s greatest hitter, Albert
Pujols on a high fastball, for his first Major
League strikeout.  The Cards got 4 consecu-
tive singles and scored 4 runs off Mulvey in
the next inning.

In an earlier Spring Training intra squad
game, he contributed to a 2 1/3 inning 0-
hitter, teaming with John Maine, Phil
Humber, Scott Schoenweiss and Joe Smith.
Many locals will be following Kevin’s ca-
reer, as he works his way up through the
Mets system to the big club at Shea Stadium.
Have a great season, Kevin!

What If?
Tom “Red” “T.K.” Kelly, who was a

star pitcher in the South Amboy Little Fellas
League, and SA Babe Ruth League in the
1960’s continued to pitch instead of playing
the outfield in high school for St. Mary’s?
How good would he have been?  How much
better would the Eagles have fared?  Why do
you think he didn’t pitch in high school?

I asked a few of Tom’s former team-
mates and opponents from way back then,
before he became a national celebrity, and
managed the Minnesota Twins to the World
Series championships in 1987 and 1991.  In
addition, he won over 1,000 games as man-
ager of the Twins.

Fred Henry-(St. Mary’s teammate; Babe
Ruth League opponent) “There is no doubt
that we would have been a much better team
if Tommy pitched.  He was a natural athlete
with a lot of God-given talent.  My guess is
that he and /or his father realized that he had
a much better chance of making it as an
everyday player, and didn’t want to take a
chance on ruining his arm with a possible
pitching injury.  This, of course, is just
conjecture on my part, as he never really
talked to me about that.  But, he was a
fantastic teammate and a very good friend.
We all knew that he was a quiet leader on the
team, and always played to win.”

Al Gomolka Jr.-(Babe Ruth League
opponent) “I remember when I tried out for
pitching on the varsity as a freshman, and
Tommy was also working out with the pitch-
ers.  I think he would have been a star pitcher
because he had such a strong arm, but was
needed for the outfield.  He could throw
frozen ropes to any base including home
plate.”

Joe “Jasko” Jaskowiak-(Kelly’s catcher
for 3 years in Babe Ruth, and teammate in
high school and on other teams) “Kelly had
a good curve and a better than average
fastball.  He made my hand hurt, but not as
much as Curt Wood.  He also could keep
runners on base because of his pick-off
move.  I threw out 4 runners in an All-Star
game because he was able to hold them
close.  We would have won the state cham-
pionship if he pitched for us, (St. Mary’s) no
doubt!”

How do you think Kelly would have
done as a pitcher in high school?  Let us
know your feelings by writing to
satimes@aol.com.

40 Years Ago
1967: Sayreville Baseball

Coach John Wortley’s Bombers turned
in a fine (14-7) mark.  Dale Kurowsky was
the top hitter on the club with a .391 batting
average.  He also topped the club with 25
hits, 4 doubles, 3 triples, 22 RBI, and 3 home
runs.  Other top hitters (starters) and their
averages: Nick DeBiase .360; Fred Poli .355;
Mickey Roberts .338; Ed Jenkins .306; Greg
Loniewski .304.  Top pitchers were Bob
Keister (4-2); Tom Hockenjos (3-0); Richie
More (3-3); Reggie Carney (2-0), with a
perfect 0.00 ERA in 15 innings; Kurowsky
(2-2).

Other contributing members of the club
included: Joe Castellano, Andy Prasnal,
Frank Fallon, Ken Buchanan, Jamie Van
Dyk, Bob Slovik, Stan Zebrowski, Paul
Brylinski, Bob Rodziewicz, Bob Zukowski,
Mike Smith, Richie Schreck, Ricky
Popowski, Joe Gabel, Kevin Lynch, Frank
Olszewski, Lennie Gnacek.

35 Years Ago
1972-The South Amboy AAABA base-

ball club opened its season with a 7-0 vic-
tory over New Brunswick.  Winning pitcher,
Jim Tafaro fired a 4-hitter and struck out 7.
Four walks and singles by Jim Shannon, Bill
D’Amico, and Ron Croddick accounted for
the second inning uprising.  Croddick’s bad
hop hit drove in 3 runs for SA.

15 Years Ago
1992-Hoffman’s baseball team had one

of its toughest seasons in history, finishing
at (1-18).  Team leaders were: runs-Russell
Boyer 16; hits-Boyer 25; doubles-Keith
Erickson, Jeff Moskal, Jeff Arnold 2; triples-
Moskal, Erickson 2; home runs-Erickson 1;
batting average-Boyer .446; stolen bases-
Boyer 20-20; RBI-Moskal 10; wins-Ken
Glasser (1-5); strikeouts-Glasser-17; ERA-
Glasser-3.81.

  Moskal hit .406 and Erickson .383.

10 Years Ago
1997-The Sayreville Bombers talented

baseball team won the CJ Group IV champi-
onship, and finished (19-4).  Team leaders
were: runs-Billy Shaver 28; hits-Mike
Popowski 35; doubles-P. Gers 5; triples-
Popowski 5; home runs-Popowski 6; RBI-
Popowski 33; batting average-Popowski
.473; stolen bases-Jim Osmond 13; wins-
Nick Spiewak (9-3); strikeouts-Spiewak 90;
ERA-Spiewak-2.69.  Osmond batted .351,
Shaver .346, M. Duggan .346, John Nuber
.343.

10 Years Ago
1997-Sayreville girls’ softball team

team had a rough year, finishing (6-13).
Coach Janet Ryan’s team leaders were: runs-
Renee Hode 13; hits-Brenda Shaver 20;
doubles-Shaver, Tracy Lasko 4; triples-
Shaver, Hode 2; home runs-Hode 4; RBI-
Hode 12; batting average-Shaver .333;
Wins-Diane Catalano (6-8); strikeouts-
Catalano-74; ERA-Catalano 2.70.

25 Years Ago
1982-Coach Rich Klein’s Hoffman girls

softball team turned in a strong (17-6) record,
tying St. Mary’s for the CVC title.  Team
leaders were: runs-Dottie Frisch 40; hits-
Frisch 34; doubles-Frisch-11; triples-Patti
McCabe 7; home runs-Frisch, McCabe, Robin
Piazzolla 1; RBI-Frisch 35; batting average-
Frisch .486; stolen bases-Christensen 29-32.
Piazzolla was the top pitcher, but no pitching
records were available.

Yankee Greats-New York Yankee legends posed for this photo at a huge banquet in New
York City several years ago.  Pictured (l-r) “Moose” Skowron, Hank Bauer, Whitey Ford,
Bobby Brown, Yogi Berra, South Amboy’s Allie Clark, Enos Slaughter and Gil McDougald.
Bauer, a very popular Yankee recently passed away.  Clark said of his old friend, “He was
a great ballplayer.  He hustled and had one of the best arms in the American League.”

Popowski Holds 15
Records

Tricia Popowski, the greatest girls’ soft-
ball player in Hoffman/South Amboy his-
tory, set an amazing 15 school records for a
season and career.  Season-batting avg.-
.701 (1987); at bats-106 (1986); runs-74
(1986); hits-61 (1986); RBI-80 (1986);
triples-12 (1986); home runs-13 (1986); sto-
len bases-37-40 (1986).  Career-batting avg.-
.598; at bats 353; runs-237; hits-211; RBI-
236; triples-39; home runs-38.

Pete Rose: Hall Of
Fame?

Pete Rose, baseball all-time “Hit King”
with 4,256 recently stated the following on
“The Dan Patrick Show” on ESPN: “I bet on
my team every night.  I didn’t bet on my
team 4 nights a week.  I bet on my team to
win every night because I love my team, I
believe in my team.  I did everything in my
power every night to win that game.”

What do you think about this?  Will
Cooperstown ever open its doors to “Charlie
Hustle?”  Drop us a line with your thoughts.
E-mail: satimes@aol.com

Softball King Dies
Eddie Feigner, who along with his 4-

man softball team known as “The King &
His Court” traveled around the world thrill-
ing fans with their exciting softball play,
died last month at age 81, six years after
retiring his legendary fastball.

Check out some of Feigner’s totally
incredible stats for his illustrious career: 930
no hitters, including 238 perfect games,
once won 187 straight games, and struck out
141,517 batters in more than 10,000 games,
the vast majority in which his 4-man team
dominated 9 player softball teams made up
of all-stars.

In 1967, during a nationally televised,
2-inning exhibition game at Dodger Sta-
dium, he made headlines by striking out
Willie Mays, Roberto Clemente, Brooks
Robinson, Willie McCovey, Maury Wills
and Harmon Killebrew.  They are all Hall-
of-Famers with the exception of Wills.  What
an accomplishment!

“The King & His Court” played a team
at the Morgan Babe Ruth field about 10
years ago.  If anyone played or attended that
game, and would like to share their memo-
ries, please e-mail us at: satimes@aol.com.
We would like to hear about your experi-
ence.

Little Support
Right-hander, Fred Henry (Current

South Amboy City Council President), was
a standout pitcher for Coach Tom Otto’s St.
Mary’s varsity baseball team in 1967 and
1968.  In ’67, he was (2-4) with a miniscule
1.29 ERA in 54 innings in 10 games, and as
a senior in ’68 finished (3-6).  His 2-year
career mark of (5-10) was deceptive when
you consider his overall 1.43 ERA in 111
innings.  The Blue & Gold did not provide
Henry with much support in the offensive
department, and in 5 of his losses, only
scored 6 runs. His best games were a 1-hit
shutout over South River, and a 1-0 loss to
Sayreville, where he lost a no-hit bid in the
7th with 2 outs.  The contest ended as a 2-
hitter, because after the first hit, an earlier
charged error was changed to a hit.

Ust Signs With
Seattle

Brant Ust, son of South Amboy native,
and former St. Mary’s HS teacher, Paul Ust,
signed with the Seattle Mariners during the
off-season, and has been battling for a slot on
the AAA roster of the Tacoma Rainiers of
the Pacific Coast League.  Brant starred for
Notre Dame University in college, and was
an All-America selection.  Best of luck,
Brant!

Rogers Struck Out
Hall Of  Famers

In 1949, South Amboy’s Kenny Rogers,
while pitching for the Macon Peaches in the
South Atlantic Baseball League, had the
distinction of striking out two future Hall of
Famers, Jackie Robinson, (The first Afri-
can-American in MLB) who took a called
third strike on a Rogers’ big-breaking
curveball, and legendary shortstop Pee Wee
Reese.  The fearsome Brooklyn Dodgers
came to Macon to play an exhibition game
against the minor leaguers.  Robinson and
Reese, whew!  That is certainly an incred-
ible feat!
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732-721-0137

• Money Orders
• All Utility Bills

"Serving The Community Over 100 Years"

For All Your Health Care Needs

Peterson Pharmacy

Now accepting payments for gas, electric, cable & others

• Film Developing
• Greeting Cards

• Money Grams
• Fax

• Medical/Surgical Supplies

FREE Delivery for Senior Citizens
132 North Broadway

South Amboy, NJ 08879

OIL TANKOIL TANK
REMOVERSREMOVERS

• TANK REMOVAL • INSTALLATION

• TANK TESTING • SANDFILL

• ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES

ADVANCED
SITE
IMPROVEMENTASI

(732)

566-0281

Obituaries
Abramski, John J., 62, of Parlin died on

March 13.
Bello, Theresa D., 59, of Parlin died on

Feb. 22.
Biscotto, Katherine “Kitty,” 76, of Parlin

died on March 9.
Bloodgood, Blanche Slocum, 82, of

South Amboy died on March 1.
Butkiewicz, Benedict W., 84, of

Sayreville died on March 23.
Chuilli, Thomas E., 93, of South Amboy

died on March 6.
Cleverley, LaVerne N., Morgan died

on Feb. 21.
Coyle, William R., 81, of Parlin died on

Feb. 18.
Curry, Michelle, 10, of Sayreville died

on March 3.
Delia, Frances, 79, of Parlin died on

March 8.
Driscoll, George H., 83, of Sayreville

died on Feb. 27.
Dunham, Helen Wnek, 88, of Sayreville

died on March 15.
Elmore, Ronnie Jr., 26, of Sayreville

died on Feb. 17.
Evanko, Mary, 87, of South Amboy

died on March 18.
Evans, Veronica Cymanski, 63, of

Sayreville died on March 15.
Fabiszewski, Walter F., 93, of Sayreville

died on Feb. 16.
Foy, Joan, 71, of Parlin died on Feb. 23.
Ghaly, Samy A., 50, of South Amboy

died on Feb. 21.
Glodic, John, 46, of South Amboy died

on Feb. 26.
Hart, Leo F., 79, of Parlin died on Feb.

21.
Hoover, Thomas P., 59, of Parlin died

on March 22.
Janosko, Lillian, 70, of Sayreville died

on March 20.
Jaskowiak, Annette M. Mochen, 85,

formerly of Sayreville died on March 15.
Jones, Cynthia, 44, of South Amboy

died on March 11.
Koenig, Yvonne Iheley, 71, formerly

of South Amboy died on Feb. 22.
Kornacki, Barbara A., Parlin, died on

Feb. 24.
Kowzan, Henry W. “Hank,” 77, of

Parlin died on Feb. 18.
Lockmyer, Margaret, 79, of South

Amboy died on Feb. 26.
Malandrucolo, Marjorie, 81, of Parlin

died on Feb. 26.
McManus, Lieselotte “Lilo,” 83, of

Parlin died on Feb. 20.
Macko, William W., 60, of Sayreville

died on March 6.
Merski, Edward C., 85, of Parlin died

on March 3.
Michals, Alexander, 82, of Parlin died

on March 10.
Newman, Thomas E., 57, of Sayreville

died on March 5.
Oliver, Karen J. Larsen, 51, of Morgan

died on March 4.
O’Shea, James J. III, 52, of Sayreville

died on Feb. 21.
Piechocinski, Stella Nycz, of Sayreville

died on March 19.
Pousseur, Evelyn B., 83, of South

Amboy died on March 3.
Reavey, Hon. Rosemary Karcher, of

Sayreville died on March 11.
Rusay, Ann M. Rzucek, 85, of Sayreville

died on March 13.
Samuel, Josephine Lajewski, 82, of

Sayreville died on March 7.
Schmidt, Donna E., 51, formerly of

Sayreville died on March 20.
Schurig, Claire M. Nieltopp, 95, of

South Amboy died on Feb. 24.
Sebban, Sgt. Benjamin, 29, of South

Amboy died on March 17.
Septor, Edna May, 73, formerly of South

Amboy died on Feb. 16.
Solook, Helen F. Bonus, 92, of

Sayreville died on March 4.
Strzalkowski, Ronald F., 52, of Parlin

died on March 6.
Walas, Leon H. Sr., 75, of Sayreville

died on March 5.
Ward, Joanne Siwak, 53, of Morgan

died on March 3.
Wegrzyn, Brian S., 48, of Sayreville

died on March 8.
Zrebiec, Edward S., 85, of South Amboy

died on March 3.
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WWW.?

Does this look familiar?  It should.  It’s located in either South Amboy or Sayreville.  E-mail
your answers to: satimes@aol.com.  Good luck!

Look Familiar?  Winners

WWW.? Winners
Last month’s picture was of the former

Theo’s Gas Station on Bordentown Ave.  It
was also known as Friendly Eddie’s Service
Station, and before that Ed Brown’s Gas
Station.  Our sharp-eyed winners were: Kathy
Virgillo, Tom Kross, Patti Hourihan, John
Egan, Marian Mills, Claire Kuhn, Peggy
Yanuzzelli, Terry Erickson, James Creed,
Jim Nemeth, Don Zrebiec.  Peggy Yanuzzelli
said that, “The building belongs to the
Applegate’s, and they originally shoed horses
there, and then turned it into a gas station.
Theo’s rented it from them.”  Congratula-
tions to all!

In our first-ever Look Familiar? con-
test, the picture was taken on lower Augusta
Street and Mason Ave., South Amboy, with
the old Pennsylvania Railroad loading/un-
loading dock building shown in the back-
ground.   It is currently a commuter parking
lot.  Joanne Niestempski, who shared the
photo said, “The lady in the picture is Cecilia
Ellis who lived on lower Augusta St. at the
time, and Paul Sharkey from Woodbridge.
They were my nephew’s god parents, and
are shown returning from his Baptism.”
The winning readers who correctly identi-
fied the photo’s location were: Maureen
Kemble, Tom Kross, Paul Ust, Chuck
Pickard, Jim Nemeth, Robert P. Nemeth Sr.,
John Egan, Claire Kuhn, Connie Kozak,
Joann Parente, James Creed, Jerry Connors.
Paul Ust, former SA resident said, “The
building is the old freight building (PRR or
NYLB Railroad owned).  The area is now
the front of a parking lot the McKeon’s ran
early on?  We played a lot of stickball on the
far side of this building, using the truck

loading bays as our backstop.  (John, Jim
and Joe Phillips can attest).  Home runs had
to clear the NYLB RR tracks in the air.
Stickball helped SA baseball players to be
such good hitters in those days.”  Tom Kross
said that, “In the photo you see 3 buildings
in the upper left hand corner.  The one on the
left is New Life Books & Bible, the second
building was South Amboy Auto Parts,
owned by a man named Herbie, and the third
building is Independence Engine Co. before
the addition was put on.”  Jerry Connors
noticed that “To the left of the picture is the
shack where the railroad man stayed when
not lowering or raising the gates.”    Con-
gratulations to all!
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Fishing Flashes
By Teo “Weebles” Weber

Salt Water
Winter Flounder Sea-

son is open on
March 23rd with
a 12inch size
limit. In the Bay,
action will be
good for the first
few weeks then it
will slow down.  Offshore
Party Boat fishing consists
of Ling and a few Blackfish.
The action is a little slow at this time due to
cold waters, but it will get better. Action is
better on the special Wreck Trips that go
farther out with Ling in good numbers plus
White Hake and a few Pollock.  Both ocean
surf and Bay Striped Bass fishing from the
beaches are slow with mostly a few shorts
and very few keepers. This will get better
next month.  As mentioned in a previous
report, we now have a 17inch size limit for
Fluke with the season starting on Memorial
Day and going on into September 10th.  This
means you will fish harder just to catch a
keeper or two! Mackerel will arrive some-
time in April.  Special far offshore Sea Bass
trips are producing good results.  Some Sea
Bass are in the 8lb class.  Also being caught
are some Ling, Hake, a few Cod, Pollock
and Porgies that can’t be kept until July 1st.
Dogfish remain a problem everywhere!
Fresh Water

Because of the recent cold weather all
action statewide has slowed down.  High
water levels don’t help either!  When you
can get out, Striped Bass are near the Tren-
ton Power Plant on the Delaware River.  Up
river you will find Walleyes, which have
just finished spawning.  Trout stocked wa-
ters are now closed until opening day Satur-
day, April 7th at 8 AM.

Nicky Oceans Is
Champ

By Tom Burkard
Nicky Oceans is the Jersey Shore cham-

pion in the National Wrestling Superstars,
an indedpendent professional wrestling
group that performs for fundraisers and char-
ity throughout NJ.

Oceans, who is only 18-years old, gradu-
ated from Sayreville War Memorial HS in
2006 by the name of Shaun Redding, and is
currently a phys. ed. major at Kean Univer-
sity.  Imagine, a pro wrestler from Sayreville,
and a champion as well!  Congratulations!

Pro Wrestling
Benefit

National Wrestling Superstars will host
a night of pro wrestling on Fri., May 11 at
South River VFW 31, Reid, St. to benefit the
Disabled Firefighters Fund and the Sayreville
Knights of Columbus Columbian Squires.
The event starts at 7:45.  Tickets are $19
adults; $17 children and seniors, and avail-
able at Mr. Dee’s Hot Dogs and T.J.’s Pizza.
To charge by phone or for more info call
732-888-1704.

Harlem Wizards
Come To Sayreville

It’s a rematch!  The world famous
Harlem Wizards will visit the Samsel Upper
Elementary School in Sayreville on April
16th!  Come on out for an evening of laughter
and fun sponsored by the SUES Character
Education Program, and be there to witness
the teachers of Sayreville take on these bas-
ketball giants!  Monday, April 16th, 7-9 p.m.
at the Samsel UES, Ernston Rd., Sayreville.
Pre-admission tickets $5 for students; $8
adults; $8 students and $12 adults at the door.
Children 4 and under are FREE.  For more
info contact Kathy Moskal at:
kmoskal@sayrevillek12.net.
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South Amboy’s Ken Rogers qualified with a Private Pilot license in July 1978.  He rented an
airplane (Cessna 150) at Marlboro Airport, and flew solo to South Amboy to take this aerial
view of St. Mary’s Church and the surrounding streets.  He said that, “I processed, developed
and enlarged this print in my basement.  The Bible refers to these as “gifts,” (Cor. 12).  My
thoughts are best summed from Brig. Gen. Robert L. Scott of Macon, GA, the author of “God
Is My Co-Pilot.  He said The only time (s) I remember messing up (there were a few) was
when mentally I thought I was alone.”  During Rogers’ visit to Macon, GA in Feb. ’06, Scott
died.

Attention: South
Amboy Residents

Effective March 26, 2007, City Hall
offices will be open every Monday (Except-
ing Holidays) from 9 a.m. until 7 p.m. for
your convenience.  This includes Tax, Wa-
ter, Sewer, Vital Statistics, Construction
Code office and office of the City Clerk.

Thomsen Qualifies
Rusty Thomsen of Morgan finished 80th

place at the PBA U.S. Open at Brunswick
Zone Carolier Lanes, to qualify for the 64th
Annual PBA tour.  There were 492 entries,
a new record for the tourney.  Thomsen, a
’99 graduate of Sayreville War Memorial
HS finished 65th last year in the same com-
petition.  He also captured a regional cham-
pionship last year at Howell Lanes, winning
over world-renowned bowlers Parker Bohn
and Tim Criss.  Best of luck, Rusty!

New Music
By Phil Rainone

Top 10 Guitar
Heroes

According to a poll of music fans, Clas-
sic Rock magazine has named the following
as the Top 10 Guitar Heroes of all time:
1.Jimi Hendrix 2.Keith Richards 3.Stevie
Ray Vaughan 4.Jimmy Page 5.Dimebag
Darrell 6.Tony Iommi 7.Rory Gallagher
8.Eddie Van Halen 9.Chuck Berry 10.Kurt
Cobain.

Note: Don’t you wonder why Eric
Clapton, John Fogerty and Richie Sambora
weren’t on this list?

Cardinal McCarrick High School presented their spring production on March 28, 29 & 30.
The ever popular show Annie was a huge hit with audiences.  The talented cast is pictured
above. (Photo by Brian Stratton)

Meet the Smithereens (Koch Records)
Ok, What do Springsteen, Gene Audry,

The Outsiders, The Beatles & Bobbleheads
all have in common?

They all had songs covered by The
Smithereens! (“Downbound Train”- Bruce,
“Rudolph the Red Nose Reindeer”- Autry,
“Time Won’t Let Me”- The Outsiders).

For the Beatles, The Smithereens just
recorded the complete first album by the Fab
Four, “Meet the Beatles.” And it was a very
cool cowinkidink that January 20 marked
the 43 year anniversary.

From the first notes of the opening
song, “I Want to Hold Your Hand,” a big
smile came across my face! It was like the
meeting of two of my favorite bands (hey,
maybe Paul & Ringo will get together and
record a Smithereens album)!

The Smithereens pay homage to what
Dennis Diken says, “Meet the Beatles” was
a call to arms to an army of musically-
inclinded kids across the nation. There was
no turning back after hearing this LP, and
seeing The Beatles on the Ed Sullivan Show.
We were instantly hipped to the fact that
there can never be anything cooler than
playing in a rock ‘n roll band.” And for the
record, this is not any kind of by-the-num-
bers cover band. This is a Smithereens al-
bum. They add their own distinct sound,
making these classic songs fresh and rein-
vigorated!

The Smithereens are also doing a few
dates in the area performing the album in it’s
entirety, along with some of there own clas-
sic songs. The Smithereens have been play-
ing for 27 years, hopefully, they’ll have a
new all originals album out in the near
future.

Dinizio handles the lions share of the
singing.- It’s really interesting to hear him
joyfully singing about, “I want to hold your
hand,” or “All my loving, I will give to you.”
After all, he is the master of misery, the king
of pain (“Only a Memory,” “The Blues
Before and After”). But he and the band
really cut loose with joyful exuberance on,
“I Saw Her Standing There,” and “Little
Child.” That’s not to say Dinizio doesn’t get

his chance to bring the pain and heartache of
love lost. He stands firm on “Not A Second
Time,” moans, and yearns on “This Boy”
(“This boy wouldn’t mind the pain... If this
boy gets you back again”), as the Smithereens
reconnect with the original. The whole al-
bum is an open-armed, song-along, bop
your head, shake your tail feathers rocker
from start to finish! The Beatles were an
uncommon band, and these are some of the
finest songs about written about love, life,
and of coarse, rock & roll They wrote songs
from deep inside the pop experience, where
meaning and pleasure are constantly greas-
ing the wheels and making the deals that
keep everything interesting, fresh and new.
It’s the story of a band measured in rock &
roll tunes, specifically the ones that opened
our hearts and ears, and minds all those
years ago.

The Smithereens have brought back to
life the spirit in which these 12 songs were
recorded, with their undying love for The
Beatles and all that came before and after.
When I think about my youth and my expe-
riences seeing the Beatles for the first time
on The Ed Sullivan Show (it was like,
“WHOA!!”) I realized how much they in-
fluenced my musical tastes, and can also be
said about The Smithereens.

Oh yeah, I almost forgot about the
bobble head connection! The Beatles were
immortalized as bobble head dolls, along
with a gazillion other toys & novelties (lunch
boxes, etc.). Seems that The Smithereens
were also made into bobble heads (I wonder
if they’re anatomically correct), in the im-
age of The Beatles (Beatle haircuts, suits
and ties). Well, The Smithereens are defi-
nitely lunch box-worthy! Hey, a few years
ago they even had their own comic book.

Thrift Store Open
The Christ Church Thrift Store in South

Amboy is now open.  The Store is operating
out of the Memorial Hall on Fourth Street,
on Tuesday and Thursday from 1-3 p.m.
Stop in for some terrific items at bargain
prices!
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(732) 721-1166

360 Main Street
South Amboy, NJ 08879

Injury Free
So you have twisted your ankle run-

ning or hurt your lower back from working
out.  What should you do?  Sometimes it’s
necessary to visit a doctor.  Other times all
you need is ice.  How do you gauge the
severity of the injury?  Well, the treatment
depends on the type of injury.  Is it repeti-
tive or traumatic?

Repetitive injuries develop gradually
from chronic overuse.  The injured area is
swollen and painful to the touch.  Carpal
tunnel, tennis elbow, and Achilles tendoni-
tis are examples of overuse injuries.  Faulty
joint mechanics generally cause repetitive
injuries.  They occur because of increased
stress on your tendon, joints, ligaments,
and muscles.

Traumatic injuries often result from a
single event, such as a hard fall or strain.
You usually feel the pain and injury right
away.  Traumatic injuries are always ac-
companied by varying degrees of bruising,
swelling, pain and dysfunction.  Treat with
rest, ice, compression and elevation.  These
treatments help reduce swelling and fur-
ther tissue damage and speeds up your
recovery.

Prevention, however, is the first line of
defense against any injury, whether it’s
repetitive or traumatic.  Everyone should
exercise.  The key words are “in modera-
tion.”  Physical activities help tone the
muscles and improve circulation.  If there
is no medical reason not to exercise, begin
with bending and stretching to warm up
and loosen

muscles.  Set distant goals for your-
self.  Gradually increase these goals.  If you
are tired, stop.  If you suffer pain or discom-
fort, stop and see your chiropractor.  Please
remember, “If you do not use it, you will
lose it.”

names being fake ones.  Actually, there was
no “must” about it, as she had chastised me
outright for “fibbing.”  Too late, I realized
that I should have put Mrs. O’Brown and
Mrs. Greenski, instead, as they would have
been more believable in a city filled with
Irish and Polish people.  Fearful of my
“white lie,” I had wasted no time in going to
Confession to get the sin off my soul before
I died and suffered the pains of Hell for it.
When the Easter candy was distributed in
school just a few weeks later, I happily went
home carrying two extra chocolate covered
coconut creme eggs.  With a clear con-
science, and with my soul cleansed by Con-
fession, I enjoyed that chocolate candy more
than any other I ever had, before or since.

The importance of the Easter hat was
soon to end, not by the dictates of Madison
Avenue, but by those made in Rome.  In
1962, Pope John XXIII called the Second
Ecumenical Council of the Vatican into
session.  When it came to an end in 1965
under Pope Paul VI, the end had come for
the Latin Mass, too.  As the words, Dominus
Vobiscum, became, The Lord be with you,
there was also another dramatic change.  No
longer was it necessary for females to cover
their heads in church.  By 1970, Latin Mis-
sals had become cherished keepsakes and
the Easter hat had paraded straight into
Americana.

“He’s got jelly beans for Tommy, col-
ored eggs for sister, Sue; an orchid for your
mommy and an Easter bonnet, too.” Domi-
nus Vobiscum, Everyone.

(Elaine “Holton” Scott may be con-
tacted at siteseein526@bellsouth.net.)

Dominus Vobiscum
continued from page 10
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LETTERS
Dear Tom,
There were few cheerful moments

in the “depression year,” the early thir-
ties.  One exception was a visit by Pete
Casey, who delivered much more than
milk along his route.  His stops at 269
First St. were an important start to our
day.  “Let Mr. Casey in.  It’s freezing
outside, was the cry.”  All bundled up, he
came with warm greetings and head pats
for the little ones.  How those bright
memories endure.  Thank you for the
sunshine, Mr. Casey.

Vincent “Bud” Higgins
(Formerly of South Amboy)
Brielle, NJ

Dear Mr. Burkard,
Thank you so much for the wonder-

ful Catholic School Week photos.  It was
a joy to open the newspaper and see my
son’s first grade class at Our Lady of
Victories School.  I look forward to your
newspaper each month.  Keep the great
articles coming!

Sincerely,
Janette Polon-Ramirez
Sayreville

Dear Tom,
Just wanted to thank you again for

the gift certificate I won for the Para-
mount Diner in The SA Times 15th An-
niversary Giveaway Contest.  It was put
to good use.  I treated my sister, Florence
Thomas, for her 90th birthday.

We had a great meal, with generous
portions, and the food was delicious!
The atmosphere was friendly also.

Thanks Again!
Rita Marczak Ferenci
Sayreville

Calling All NJ
Coasties

I am trying to have a license plate made
in New Jersey for Active Duty, former ac-
tive duty, retired Coasties and parents of
Coasties.  Bill S2290/A3704 is currently in
committees and will not be posted for a vote
unless I come up with the names of 200 New
Jersey Coasties who are willing to purchase
it.  I am reaching out to you-if you are
willing to purchase it please go to: http://
www.nwsearleseacadets.org/cglicense.htm
and submit your name, address and contact
info to me and I will submit it to the Senator.

Thank You,
Joanne Niestempski
(Proud Coastie Parent)
South Amboy

Dear Tom,
A feeling of great pleasure came

over me, to say nothing about jogging
some wonderful childhood memories,
when I saw “Pete” Casey’s photo on the
front page of your newspaper the other
day.  I remembered how mannerly,
pleasant, and cordial he always was
toward my mother, whenever he deliv-
ered milk to our home, or saw her on the
street.

He never seemed upset or angry
about anything in his life.  He seemed
like a character out of a Norman
Rockwell painting.  Everyone admired
him.  My father always had long talks
with him about this and that, which they
seemed to thoroughly enjoy.

When the war came, he served his
country in the same manner he served
the folks in town.  He did his best for the
war effort and was an excellent soldier,
of this we can be sure.

It is a great pleasure to add my
congratulations to him, and to the com-
mittee that had the insight to ask him to
serve as Grand Marshal, a grand honor
for a grand gentleman.  He represents
the best of everything in and about
South Amboy.

Dino G. Jasper
(Formerly of South Amboy)

Tom,
Enclosed please find my renewal

check for $18.  Keep up the great work
on your very informative publication!

All The Best,
Paul Ust
(Formerly of South Amboy)
Washington

Knights Aid Family
The South Amboy Knights of Colum-

bus Council #426 held a fundraiser Spa-
ghetti Dinner on March 25th to benefit Jim
Cleary and Tonya Gualtieri, who were re-
cently burned out of their Barkalow Street
home.

The couple was presented with a check
for $1,200 by Grand Knight Frank Januszak.
A special thank you is extended to all who
helped make this very worthy event a huge
success!

The Ancient Order of Hibernians Irishwoman of the year Susan Gross (front seat passenger
side) smiles for a photo during the South Amboy St. Patrick’s parade.  Susan’s husband and
parade committee chairman Mickey is in the driver’s seat.  Also riding along in the backseat
(l) is Ava Haley, Susan and Mickey’s granddaughter and their daughter (r) Kim Pultorak.
(Photo by Brian Stratton)

Egg Hunt This
Saturday

The Sayreville Recreation Dept. will
hold its annual Egg Hunt on Saturday, March
31 at the Borough Hall Fields, starting at 10
a.m.  For complete information, call 732-
390-7092 or 390-7096.
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Hall Of Fame
Banquet

The Sayreville War Memorial High
School Hall of Fame Third Annual Awards
Banquet is scheduled for Saturday, May 5th
at the VFW Hall on Jernee Mill Road.  The
outstanding alumni of SWMHS being hon-
ored this year are:

-Patricia O’Connor Dreyfuss, M.D.,
Class of 1970: Obstetrician/Gynecologist
for 25 years; staff physician at St. Claire’s
Hospital, Denville, NJ; has safely delivered
over 4000 babies; leader among her peer
groups.

-Greg Evigan, Class of 1971: Actor and
musician; star of TV’s “BJ and the Bear”
ning & Teaching, Liberty Science Center,
Jersey City NJ; former NJ Director of Spe-
cial Education; former assistant commis-
sioner, NJ State Dept. of Education; All
State NJ Basketball 1965; All Ivy League
Honorable Mention in Basketball 1969.

-Carmen F.Spezzi, Class of 1969: Lo-
cal funeral director; owner of Spezzi and
Maliszewski Funeral Services; 4th degree
Knights of Columbus; member Sayreville
Lions, South Amboy Elks and professional
funeral director associations; volunteer for
many youth, church and civic organiza-
tions; named Business Man of the Year by
Sayreville Chamber of Commerce.

The Awards Banquet is open to the
public.  Tickets are $50.00 each.  For further
information, call Barbara Anderson at 732-
727-1566 or Elaine Kubacz at 732-727-
0192.

St. Patrick’s Day
Parade Grand
Marshals

Frank Connolly Association-1976-
William “Doc” O’Leary 1977-Tom O’Brien
1978-Robert Hackett.

South Amboy Irish-American Asso-
ciation-1979-Frank Connolly 1980-James
& Mary Lenahan 1981-Robert J. Hourahan
1982-Allie Clark 1983-David Kelly 1984-
Alfie O’Connor 1985-Mary Powderly 1986-
William Coman 1987-Joe Crowe 1988-John
Potthoff 1989-Edward Wallace 1990-John
Kenny 1991-Jim Harvey 1992-George
Shuler 1993-Neil Hourahan 1994-Jim “Red”
O’Connell 1995-Ginny Tierney-Inman
1996-Jack McCarthy 1997-William J.
McDonnell 1998-Edward Semoneit 1999-
William Tierney 2000-Peter John Kenny
2001-Mayor John T. O’Leary 2002-Jack
O’Leary Sr. 2003-Dick Cronin, Joe Noble,
Russ Stillwagon 2004-Geneva Kelly 2005-
Jim “Doc” Ryan 2006-Leo McCabe 2007-
Walter J. “Pete” Casey.

Community Flea
Market

The Sayreville Recreation Dept. is spon-
soring a Community Flea Market on Sat.,
June 2 from 8 a.m. to 2 p.m. at the Borough
Hall Soccer Field.  Fee per table is Resident
$10 and Non-Resident $20.  Register Mon.-
Fri. at the Sayreville Recreation Dept.,
Mickey Sedlak Building, Dolan St., from
8:30 a.m. to 2 p.m., beginning April 2.  For
more info call 732-390-7092 or 732-390-
7096.

Dealing With
Difficult People

The Gathering Place will present a
workshop, “Dealing With Difficult People”
on Tues. April 10, from 7-9 p.m. at St.
Catherine Parish Hall, Middletown.  This
workshop is being conducted by Dr. Donald
J. Noone, back by popular demand.  The fee
for this very helpful course is $15, and for
more information, call co-directors Sister
Louise Gorka, RSM (A St. Mary’s HS gradu-
ate) or Sister Peggy Noone RSM at 732-
495-7615.

OUT
OUR
WEBSITE

WWW.THESATIMES.COM
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Fred Whiteley.  A man portraying Saint
Patrick, marched with local politicians and
dignitaries.

The most popular bands were the
Princeton University Band, who were
dressed in cool orange and black outfits, and
showed off some really fancy dance steps as
they played and marched; the Greater
Overbrook Philadelphia Mummers String
Band; the Happy Days String Band from
Shark River Hills, NJ; Newark Firefighters
Pipe Band; and the very well received, home-
town favorites, David B. Kelly Ancient Or-
der of Hibernians Pipe & Drum Band, which
had the distinction of leading-off out of the
31 bands.

Along with the sirens, flashing lights
and horns of fire trucks, first aid, and emer-
gency vehicles, parade-watchers were treated
to a great juggling act by a man on stilts,
motorcycle clubs, the Sayreville Lepre-
chauns girls Central Jersey cheerleading
champions, pets decked out in green, and in
one case a dog in sunglasses, with a green
boa, (our pick for Pet of the Parade).  New
York Yankees legend, Allie Clark of South
Amboy, was chauffeured by Jerry
McCracken in a special Yankees pinstriped
convertible.   Three of the 11 floats featured
live music, and several others were com-
prised of local schools.  The Blue Moon
float had a jazz/blues band, and Fred
Lehotay’s Ragtimers had the crowd singin’
along as they passed.  The Music Associa-
tion for Visually Impaired Students of NJ
also brought some happiness on this very
special day.

It was a great day indeed!  At 9 a.m., a
Mass was held at St. Mary’s Church, and the
Irish flag was then raised at City Hall at 10
a.m.  Immediately following the flag-rais-
ing, the Ancient Order of Hibernians (AOH),
prepared the Mayor’s Breakfast, which fea-
tured green bagels, and we’re told it was
very tasty.

Mickey Gross, the St. Patrick’s Parade
Committee Chairman, who is an alumnus of
St. Peter’s HS, said that when the marching
band played the school’s alma mater for the
last time, “It brought a tear to my eye.”  His
wife Susan, who did a grand job as
“Irishwoman of the Year,” is also a St.
Peter’s alumnus.   Mickey stated that “the
Parade Committee will begin planning for
next year’s event on April 1.  Our St. Patrick’s
Parade is set for March 9, 2008.”   Gross did
a fabulous job putting together such a lineup
of superstar marching bands, and other fine
groups from all over.  I tip my green (Of
course!) baseball hat to everyone who helped
make the event such a smashing success,
with special kudos to the David B. Kelly
Ancient Order of Hibernians, the Pete Kenny
Association, Irish American Association,
and all the others.

The South Amboy St. Patrick’s Parade
always draws a wide-range of estimates on
crowd size, ranging from 10,000 to 20,000
people, depending upon your source, and
has been rated #2 in the state for many years
behind the Belmar Parade.

The St. Patrick’s Parade Committee,
which exists only to produce the annual
parade, has done a truly magnificent job. In
my opinion, and many others who attended,
it was the BEST ST. PATRICK’S PARADE
in all of New Jersey.  Congratulations to all!

Parade Sets Record
continued from page 1

Joyce Nelson and her husband Frank of
South Amboy and Gail Wilhalme and her
husband Marc of Monroe Twp; his sister
Florence Trojanowski of Sayreville; 18
grandchildren; and 2 great-grandchildren.

Zrebiec, also a quiet, good-natured guy
who always got things done was a machinist
for E.I. DuPont Photo Products Division in
Parlin for over 30 years, retiring in 1985.  He
was in the U.S. Navy in World War II, and
saw action in the Atlantic and Pacific.  Eddie
was a talented craftsman, who enjoyed mak-
ing and giving away thousands of rosaries to
friends, relatives, servicemen overseas,
schools, nursing homes and missions all
over the world.  His trademark was a red,
heart-shaped first bead of the rosary.

A very religious man, if there was any-
thing going on at his Sacred Heart Church,
you could bet that Eddie would be involved
helping out, or in attendance at the event.  He
was extremely active in the parish, serving
as a trustee, lector, and extraordinary minis-
ter.  Zrebiec held leadership positions in the
St. Vincent de Paul Society, and Sacred
Heart Senior Citizens.  In addition, for many
years, he visited and brought communion to
shut-ins, and was a visiting minister at
Rahway State Prison.

He was a Past Commander of the Catho-
lic War Veterans, and was presented New
Jersey’s “For God” award by the CWV
national commander.

Eddie is survived by his loving and
supportive wife of 60 years, Mary Nebus
Zrebiec, his 5 children and their spouses;
James and Kathleen Zrebiec of Leonardo;
Catherine and Francis Fleming of Marlton;
Margaret and Theodore Shearer of Marlton,
VA; Virginia Zrebiec of South Amboy; and
Stephen Zrebiec of Elgin, IL; brothers Jo-
seph of Edison; Ignatius of Union; and sister
Anne Sohler of Toms River; 8 grandchil-
dren and 2 great-grandchildren.

Tom Chuilli was a hard-working, self-
made man, who started his own business

4 Locals Mourned
continued from page 1

Tom’s Fishery on Route 35 North, Cliffwood
Beach from scratch, many years ago, and
dedicated his entire life to making it the
huge success that it was.  He was also a
member of the Board of Directors of the
Amboy National Bank.  In his later years, he
looked forward to going on long vacations
to his home overseas, and always told me
how beautiful it was there.  The last time I
saw him was at the Paramount Diner in
Morgan about 6 months ago, and Chuilli,
always ready with a good joke or hilarious
story to tell, had the owner Tony, hostess
Barbara, and everyone rolling with laugh-
ter.  He was a real good guy, and wanted to
make people happy, and he truly did that.

Tom Hoover was a dedicated, life mem-
ber of the South Amboy First Aid Squad,
who served as president, captain, and long-
time treasurer.  He loved his sports col-
lectibles, mostly baseball cards, enjoyed
talking about baseball, and was at one time,
a part-owner in a local sports card shop.  He
was also an avid SA Times newspaper reader.
He is survived by his wife, Floreen
Pawlowski Hoover and his mother, Dolores
Monaghan Hoover.

All four men will sadly be missed by
their families and friends, and all the count-
less people they touched in the game of life,
with their friendly ways, great personalities,
and genuine caring for others, as well as
their complete commitment to our commu-
nities, in addition to the generosity they
provided for their fellow human beings.

I was truly blessed to have known all
four of these very special men, and will
never forget what a wonderful impact they
have left on so many people.  God bless you,
Eddie, Eddie, Tom and Tom!

Vegas Trip Planned
St. Stan’s Rosary Society is sponsor-

ing a trip to Las Vegas from Oct. 14-18.
The cost of $599 per person (plus taxes and
fees) includes round trip airfare on Conti-
nental from Newark; 4 nights accommoda-
tions at Imperial Palace Hotel & Casino;
Round trip hotel transfers.  (All rates based
on double occupancy)

Hurry!  Make your reservations NOW!
For more info, call Connie at 732-651-
6391.
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Dems Choose
Vitale, Wisniewski,
Vas

The Democratic committee members
from across the 19th District gathered re-
cently and selected State Senator Joseph
Vitale, Assemblyman John S. Wisniewski
and Assemblyman Joseph Vas for re-elec-
tion.  The district includes Carteret, Perth
Amboy, South Amboy, Sayreville and
Woodbridge.

Vitale has been a Senator since 1998.
Wisniewski was elected Assemblyman  in
1995, and Vas was elected in 2004.

Soldier Remebered The 3rd & 4th grade St. Mary’s girls team
had an outstanding season, they compiled
a 28-4 record under the guidance of
coaches Tom Trzeciak, Patti Signorile
and Dan Kudelka.  The team
accomplishments are as follows: St. Mary’s
Tournament Champions, Sacred Heart
League and Tournament Champions, OLV
Co-Tournament Champions, Immaculate
Conception Tournament Champions and
Corpus Christi League and Playoff
Champions.  Great Season Girls!!!
Pictured Front row (l-r) Jacqueline Riley,
Allison Attardi and Emily Trzeciak. Second
Row (l-r) Amanda LaVigne, Sydney
DeVoe, Erin McQuade, Erika Signorile
and Elizabeth Kudelka.  Back Row
Coaches, Tom Trzeciak, Patti Signorile
and Dan Kudelka. Missing from photo
Haley Schnyderite. (Photo by Brian
Stratton)

By Tom Burkard
Sgt. 1st Class Benjamin Sebban of South

Amboy was remembered as “A leader, para-
trooper, mentor, and friend, but most of all
a medic,” said Capt. Phillip Kiniery, Com-
mander of Headquarters and Headquarters
Troop, 5th Squadron, 73rd Cavalry.  “There
wasn’t anything asked of him that he didn’t
do to the best of his ability.  His positive and
giving personality blended perfectly with
his profession of saving the lives of the sons
and daughters of our country.”

Sebban, an 82nd Airborne Division
paratrooper was killed on March 17 in
Baqubah, Iraq, from wounds sustained when
his patrol was engaged by enemy forces.
Captain Kiniery also said that, “He was
always extremely proud of his family and
hometown of which he frequently talked.
He had a tenacious attitude mixed with a
desire to train and lead other medics in the
platoon, which made him one of the best
medics I have ever worked with in my
career.”

Sebban had two previous deployments
to Iraq with the 67th Combat Support Hos-
pital out of Germany from January 2003
through May 2003, and January 2004 through
April 2004.

Sgt. 1st Class Sebban is survived by his
mother, Barbara Filik Walsh, and brothers
Daniel and David Sebban.  His family is-
sued the following statement: “Our family is
deeply saddened and our hearts are heavy
with grief.  Benjamin was a very kind,

thoughtful and courageous man who loved
his family, loved the Army, and loved being
a soldier.  We are extremely proud of his
bravery and his service to his country.  He
was a hero who will be sorely missed by all
of us.”

Immediately following the news of his
passing, his family began receiving hun-
dreds of e-mails from around the world from
friends and fellow military personnel ex-
pressing their sympathies, as well as sharing
their wonderful thoughts and memories of
what a fine young man Sgt. 1st Class Sebban
was, and meant to them.  He certainly touched
many lives throughout the world, by his
good-nature, caring, and willingness to help
others.  God Bless Sgt. 1st Class Benjamin
Sebban.
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Summer Program
The Sayreville Recreation Dept. will be

signing up for its summer programs begin-
ning April 30, Mon.-Fri, 8:30 a.m. to 3:30
p.m.  Programs included are the Burke’s
Park camp for ages 4-11.  Craft programs
will be held at the Mickey Sedlak Recre-
ation Center.  Programs will run for 6 weeks
beginning June 25.  Programs are offered to
Sayreville residents.

European Trips
Two trips are planned for Europe in the

summer of 2008.  An adult trip to Scotland
and Ireland in August, and an adult/student
trip to Italy.  If interested in either call 732-
525-5303.

St. Stan’s Flashback
1984-St. Stanislaus Kostka School hon-

ored athletes and members of the athletic
association with a Mass and banquet.

Rev. Anthony Kramarz opened the ban-
quet with a prayer.  School principal, Sister
Mary Cecilia led the 70 athletes and 150
guests in singing the national anthem.  Host-
ess for the evening was Mary Lee Garbowski.

Coaches Sharon Siarniak and Peg
Pearson presented their 5th and 6th grade
cheerleaders and gave a trophy to each for
enthusiasm and dedication.  CYO basket-
ball coaches, Buddy Brodzinski and Walter
Starszec, presented each player with a tro-
phy.  Special awards went to: Brian Bielak,
MVP; Denny Zalewski, most desired hustle;
Ed Jackowski, best defensive player; Steve
Chudkowski, most rebounds; Perry
Jurkiewicz, best offensive player.  Bielak
also won the CYO Scholastic Award pre-
sented by Joe Horn, president of the associa-
tion.

Coach Dennis Connors introduced the
7th and 8th grade basketball players.  Each
received a trophy.  He said, “They’re all
most valuable players.”  Special awards
went to: Mark Tinitigan, most improved;
Mike Davis, most dedicated; John
Koprowicz, most desired hustle.  Former
Mayor John Czernikowski presented Steve
Herrick with the MVP award.

Louella Albert and Bernadine Michalik
gave each of their 7th and 8th grade cheer-
leaders a trophy and a hug.  Special awards
went to Michele Fulton and Lisa Langan,
spirit and dedication; Melanie Albert and
Tanya Silvanowich, congeniality; and Karen
Szewczyk, excellence and leadership.

Maureen Wlodarczyk, president of the
HSA, presented Szewczyk and Edward
Herban with Scholar-Athlete Awards.  John
Gutkowski, coach of the 7th-8th grade par-
ish team, proudly introduced the players on
his new squad, and presented each with a
trophy.  His special awards went to: John
Drwal, MVP; Ed Mish, most desired hustle;
Tim Nowicki, most talented; and Chris
Dzergoski, scholar-athlete.

5th-6th grade Coach Hank Zaleski pre-
sented a trophy to each player, and gave
special awards to: Ed Jukiewicz, most im-
proved; Kevin Zdep, sportsmanship; John
Kwitkowski, best defensive player; John
Senkowski, scholar-athlete.

Members of the Program Book Com-
mittee were Rose Kwitkowski, Alfreda
Dzergoski, Theresa Senkowski and Betty
Krainski.  They raised $4,000.
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