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Wojciechowski Dies
At 87

Local Business
Woman Dies
Donna K. Lane, 48, of HAZLET, died
Sunday, April 30, in Hazlet, as a result of a
motorcycle accident. Mrs. Lane was a massage therapist and the founder and owner of
Body Aware Therapeutic Massage, South
Amboy. She was a member of St. John’s
United Methodist Church, Hazlet, where
she taught Sunday school. She was a volunteer at the World Trade Center site, where
she offered massage therapy to rescuers.
She was a member of the New Jersey Road
Runners Club. She was a member and former
executive director of The Monmouth County
Friends of the Park. She completed the
Marine Corps Marathon in Washington,
D.C., in 2005. In this coming year, she was
to be a massage therapist for Olympic Athletes at Colorado Springs, Colo. She was a
1976 graduate of Raritan High School and
had earned an associate degree in business
from Brookdale Community College. She
was a former executive secretary at Bell
Labs, Holmdel. She was born in Plainfield
and was a lifelong Hazlet resident.
Surviving are her husband, Vincent;
two daughters, Shannon and Kimberly Lane;
her parents, Joseph and Rebecca Corrado;
and numerous nieces and nephews.

Misiewicz Named
Campaign Chair
Dr. John Misiewicz has been selected
by the Sayreville Democratic Organization
to Chair the campaign to elect Stanley Drwal
and Kathy Makowski to the Sayreville Borough Council. “Dr. John” as he is affectionately known is a lifelong resident of
Sayreville and operates a thriving chiropractic practice in town. He is chairman of
the Planning Board, and is the Democratic
Committeeman for District 1.
“Stanley and Kathy have a plan to move
Sayreville in the right direction. These are
two exceptional people who have done so
much for our community-I am certain they
are the best choice to govern our town,” said
Misiewicz. “I look forward to helping get
their positive message out to the voters.”
Dr. John graduated from Sayreville War
Memorial High School, Trenton State College, and New York Chiropractic College.
He has served on the Planning Board for 6
years and is currently the Chairman. He also
serves on the Boat Ramp Commission.
He is an accomplished Chiropractor
who has maintained his practice since 1979.
In addition to consulting on a large number
of clinical and medico-legal matters, he was
the Institute Lecturer for Rutgers Community Health Services, New Jersey State Trial
Lawyers, and the Y.M.C.A. of Central New
Jersey. Dr. John has been married to his
wife Barbara for 25 years and together they
have 2 sons, Joshua and Matthew.

By Tom Burkard

Joseph F. Ziemba, Supervisor for the County of Middlesex Dept. of Veterans Interment
recently distributed American flags at the Middlesex County Fire Academy in Sayreville. The
flags will be placed on the graves of veterans for Memorial Day. Pictured (l-r) Ed Pietraszka,
Commander of American Legion Post 211, Sayreville; Frank Straczynski, Commander of
VFW Post 4699, Sayreville; Ziemba, Bob “Zak” Sekerak, Commander of Luke A. Lovely
American Legion Post 62, South Amboy; Frank Sullivan, Commander of Catholic War
Veterans Post 578, South Amboy; and Al Hakler; Treasurer of Catholic War Veterans Post
578, South Amboy. (Photo by Tom Burkard)

Skarzynski Named
Editor
Jessica Skarzynski of Parlin has been
named Editor of “International Schools Services News Links” newspaper, which is
located in Princeton, N.J. The newspaper
provides innovative services and solutions
for learning communities and corporations
throughout the world. Congratulations, Jess!

Pastor To Celebrate
20th Anniversary

Father Michael Krull, pastor of Our
Lady of Victories Church in Sayreville will
be celebrating the 20th anniversary of his
ordination into the priesthood. The parish
will be holding a celebration in his honor on
Saturday, June 3 after 5 p.m. Mass at the
Msgr. Dalton Hall. Congratulations and
God Bless!

Police Memorial Day 2006
The South Amboy Police Dept. held its
annual Police Memorial Day Service, “Dedicated to all law enforcement officers,” on
May 15. Despite a cool and windy day, 75
people turned out to remember South
Amboy’s fine officers who have passed

William Schwarick (l) and South Amboy
Police Chief, James Wallis (r) stand by the
beautiful memorial wreath that was placed
by Schwarick, in honor of his father Sgt.
William Schwarick, a longtime South Amboy
policeman many years ago. The placing of
the wreath in front of City Hall was part of the
Annual South Amboy Police Memorial Day
Service. (Photo by Brian Stratton)

away.
Sgt. Jamie Norek was Master of Ceremonies, and Rev. Dennis Weezorak, Pastor of St. Mary Church said the Invocation
and Benediction. The flags were raised by
Sgt. David Kales and Ptl. Dennis McQuade,
and then the Memorial Roll Call for all of the
deceased officers was read by Ptl. Richard
Wojaczyk. Following a rifle salute by the
United States Marine Corps League, Ptl.
George Kern played “Taps” on his bugle,
and then William Schwarick placed the
memorial wreath in honor of his father, Sgt.
William Schwarick. The Policeman’s Prayer
was read by retired Police Chief Gerard
Pizzillo. Mayor John T. O’Leary followed
with the Mayoral Address. Refreshments,
especially the hot coffee was more than
welcome by those in attendance at the Greeting Room of the First Presbyterian Church.
Note: There was a new speaker system
at this year’s event, compliments of the
Cardinal McCarrick football club. The South
Amboy Pipe & Drum Corps also made its
debut.

Joseph R. “Joe” Wojciechowski, 87, of
South Amboy died on April 24. A man who
wore many hats, and wore them all very
well, was probably best known for being the
publisher of the old South Amboy Citizen
weekly newspaper. Joe was the pulse of
South Amboy through his publication from
1951 through 1980, when it was sold. He
was also very successful with his Raritan
Printing business, which he founded in 1939.
In his earlier years, he served in the
Civilian Conservation Corps (CCC), and
later with the U.S. Army during World War
II from 1941-1946.
Wojciechowski made his mark as one
of South Amboy’s most highly-respected
residents, by serving on the Board of Governors of South Amboy Memorial Hospital
and the Memorial Medical Center for 46
years. He was also a former local Democratic municipal chairman, and was a Democratic Committeeman for many years. Joe
was affiliated with the following: Master
Printers Association, New York Association of Graphic Arts, Amalgamated Lithographers Union Local 1 of New York, American Beekeepers Federation and the New
Jersey Beekeepers Association.
The South Amboy Lions Club honored
him by selecting him as “The Man of the
Year” for his community service.
Wojciechowski was a past president of the
South Amboy Rotary Club, as well as a
member of many other fraternal and religious organizations.
A nature lover, Joe enjoyed getting
back to the roots, by operating farms in
Warren County and Union County, PA. His

Joseph R. Wojciechowski
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Commander Bob “Zak” Sekerak of the Luke A. Lovely American Legion Post 62 of South
Amboy places an American flag on the grave of a veteran at Christ Church Cemetery, as part
of the annual tribute for Memorial Day. Other members who assisted in the distribution of
flags included, (l-r) Bob Macdonald, Leo McCabe, Wayne Olsen Sr., Wayne Olsen Jr., Joe
Rachwal, and Dave Boyd. The American Legion placed 680 flags at Christ Church
Cemetery, and the Disabled American Veterans Chapter 67 of South Amboy placed about
350 at St. Mary’s Cemetery. (Photo by Tom Burkard)

hobbies included photography, antique farm
tractors and woodworking.
Joe is survived by his children Joanne
Corridon and husband Fran of South Amboy,
Barbara Meyers of South Amboy, and Frank
Wojciechowski and his partner Natalie
Herman of North Brunswick; his former
wife, Frances Klimkiewicz; 5 grandchildren; a sister Helen Duzinski; and two brothers Stephen and Stanley.
I will never forget Joe Wojciechowski,
who in 1970 took a chance with a 19-year
old sports “nut,” who happened to be me. I
approached him and asked if I could write
local sports for The South Amboy Citizen,
and he hired me on the spot, even though I
had no writing experience at the time. Joe
paid me 3 cents a line, and at that time, it felt
like a million bucks to me, getting paid just
to write sports! 36 years later, I’m still into
journalism, and have published my own
continued on page 16
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Talk Of The Towns
By Tom Burkard

DiPoalo Honored
Danny J. DiPoalo was honored on May
5th for 50 years of service as a firefighter
with the Morgan Hose & Chemical Co.
DiPoalo recently stepped down from the
Borough of Sayreville’s Board of Education
after 44 years, possibly the longest tenure in
the state of New Jersey. Even more impressive is that he never lost an election! Congratulations, Danny on a truly superb career
of public service!
Cassidy Retires
Betty Cassidy, who was a school bus
driver in the Borough of Sayreville for 31
years recently retired. She was honored
with a thank you celebration on her route to
school on her last day. Congratulations, and
enjoy your retirement!
Ray Is Right
Ray Hajducsek, a St. Mary’s grad Class
of 1950 was a late entry in last month’s
WWW.? contest, but correctly identified
the photo as the old Water Works in South
Amboy. Good going, Ray!
Unidentified Boy
The unidentified boy in last month’s
picture of the South Amboy Community
Health & Safety School Day, was none
other than Matthew Larsen. You take a
great picture, Matthew!
In Memoriam
Chester Jankowski, 90, of South Amboy
died on April 17. He worked for Hercules in
Sayreville for 40 years, was a member of
Progressive Fire Co. in South Amboy for
over 50 years, and served as Chief of the
South Amboy Fire Dept. in 1963. He was
admired and respected by all. Sister Mary
Dominic Creaghe, 80, who taught and served
as assistant principal at St. Mary’s High
School died on April 25. She taught Biology
back in the ‘60’s and who could ever forget
that overhead projector, and also the dissecting of frogs, etc. Stanley Pikarsky, 81,
formerly of Sayreville died on April 25. He
was a veteran who served the U.S. in World
War II, Korea and Vietnam. He also retired

from the U.S. Postal Service. Stanley had
the distinction of being the first player in
Sayreville High School history to score a
touchdown in a football game. Mary Jane
Beckmann, 65, of South Amboy and her
daughter, Donna Beckmann Palladino 36,
both died on May 3 by senseless, criminal
acts of violence. Mary Jane worked at
Peterson’s Pharmacy for many years and
was a member of St. Mary’s Church Choir
for decades. She was one of the happiest,
and kindest, ladies you could ever meet.
Donna was a Hoffman High School graduate. Bernie Partington, 70, formerly of South
Amboy died on May 13. He was one of the
real “good” guys. Sidney Gecek, 43, formerly of South Amboy died on May 16. She
was a good person, and also an avid SA
Times reader. F. Snowell Hawes, 88, of
South Amboy died on May 17. He was
South Amboy High School’s Class President way back in 1934.
They will never be forgotten for their
contributions to society.

Bus Trip
The Mechanicsville Hose Co. will sponsor a bus trip on July 29th to see the Trenton
Thunder vs. Akron Aeros. There will be
fireworks after the game. The bus leaves
Cardinal McCarrick HS parking lot at 4 p.m.
Cost is $35 per person. For information call
732-525-0265.
ST. JUDE
May the Sacred Heart of Jesus be adored, glorified,
loved and preserved throughout the world now and
forever. Sacred Heart of Jesus have mercy on us. St.
Jude, worker of miracles, pray for us. St. Jude, helper of
the hopeless, pray for us. Say this prayer nine times a day
for nine days. It has never been known to fail. Publication
must be promised. Thank you St. Jude. -D.M.H..
MIRACULOUS INVOCATION
TO ST. THERESA
O Glorious St. Theresa, whom Almighty God has
raised up to aid and counsel mankind, I invite your
miraculous intercession. So powerful are you in obtaining
every need of body and soul, our Holy Mother Church
proclaims you a “prodigy of miracles, the greatest Saint
of modern times.” Now I fervently beseech you to answer
my petition (mention here) and carry out your promise of
doing good upon earth of letting fall from heaven a
shower of roses, henceforth, Dear Little Flower, I will fulfill
your plea to be made known everywhere and I will never
cease to lead others to Jesus through you. Amen.
Say prayer every day for 9 days. By the 4th day ask
for a sign if prayer is to be answered between 4th and 9th
day you will se a rose in magazine, TV picture, or receive
roses, also can get a strange scent of roses in home even
if no roses present. Must promise publication. - B.T.S.

On Opening Day of the South Amboy Youth Athletic Association’s Baseball/Softball season,
a beautiful sign dedicated to the late Joe McCarthy was presented to his wife Rose and son
Joe “Moose” as a thank you for all he had done for South Amboy. Joe’s niece, Mary Lou
DeBlis, South Amboy’s Superintendent of Recreation, also received a special sign from the
South Amboy Youth Athletic Association for her “Dedication and making the town a great
place to live.”
Pictured (l-r) Joe “Moose” McCarthy, Rose McCarthy, Mary Lou DeBlis, and her son Corey
DeBlis. Congratulations to all on your well-deserved honors! (Photo by Tom Burkard)

Pleasant Little Trivia
By Tom Burkard

1. Named to South Amboy Planning
Board in 1971? a.George Cattano b.Bob
Eppinger c.Michael Roman
2. Sayreville’s Recreation Director in
1977? a.Michael Sedlak b.Gerald Carney
c.John McCormack
3. Once owned a railroad museum in
South Amboy? a.Frederick W. Deibert
b.Tom Nemeth c.Lawrence O. Edwards
4. Chief of President Park Independent
Fire Co. Inc. in ’82? a.Robert Pipp b.Richard
Kosmoski c.Paul Mikolas
5. In 1988, South Amboy’s VFW Commander was? a.Harold Dennen b.Harold
Wurgler c.Adam Neposinski
6. The name of the bait shop located on
Route 35 in Morgan? a.Big Catch b.Fred’s
c.By The Sea
7.How many pharmacies did South
Amboy have in 1951? a.one b.two c.three
8. President of the Sayreville Young
Democratic Club in 1983? a.Ann Cruschecki

b.Kenneth Czarnecki c.Vera Perry
9. President of the South Amboy Junior
Women’s Club in ’71? a.Mrs. J.B. Casey
b.Mrs. Gary Gatyas c.Ms.Alberta Espinoza
10. President of the Morgan First Aid
Squad in ’83? a.Joseph Scanlon b.Barbara
Szabo c.Carole Therien
11. South Amboy’s Mayor in 1976?
a.Theodore Lewandoski b.J.Thomas Cross
c.William “Doc” O’Leary
12.In 1980, she was the Superior of Our
Lady of Victories Convent Sisters of Mercy?
a.Sister M. Nadine b.Sister M. Robertina
c.Sister M. Joan
Answers
1a 2c 3c 4b 5b 6b 7c 8b 9b 10a 11a 12a.
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+ Business of the Month +
Complete Rehab Therapy, PC

Pictured is the excellent staff of Complete Rehab Therapy, PC (l-r) Terri, Caylea, Rita
and Dr. Irina Fookson. (Photo by Brian Stratton)

Complete Rehab Therapy opened
their doors at 540 Bordentown Ave, South
Amboy in April of 2005. They are conveniently located in the South Amboy
Medical Center, suite 4700. You can call
them today at 732-525-0123 to schedule
a consultation.
Dr.Irina Fookson received her Masters Degree from BU and her Doctor of
Physical Therapy from Massachusetts
General Hospital Institute of Health Professions. She has been practicing physical therapy for five years. Also on staff is
Karen Petruzzi, occupational therapist.
Are you tired of living with life’s
daily aches and pains? Do you suffer
from sports injuries? Have you lost your
sense of balance? Are you struggling
with recovery from surgery? Regardless
of your age (infants to senior citizens)
physical therapy can help. Dr. Fookson

provides one on one scheduling to ensure
that all patients receive the time and care
necessary for them to recover and feel
better. Dr. Fookson and staff are at your
side to provide guidance and support
throughout the treatment process. She
develops a treatment plan specific to your
problem or injury utilizing the latest techniques in physical therapy including; ultrasound and light laser therapy.
The entire staff at Complete Rehab is
there to assist all of your needs, they are
professional and friendly and make the
therapy session enjoyable. The state of
the art facility is kept up to date with the
latest equipment and provides a comfortable environment.
Complete Rehab Therapy accepts
most major insurances as well as Medicare, hours of operation are 8:15 a.m. to
6:15 p.m., Monday through Friday.

South Amboy Mayor John T. O’Leary, City Council members and other city officials are on
hand to celebrate the dedication/opening of the Newcomb-Adamecs Crossing, which
connects O’Leary Blvd. and lower Broadway in South Amboy. The crossing is dedicated to
long-time, dedicated firefighters, the late Russell Newcomb, and the late Thomas Adamecs
who both died while serving the community. Members of the Newcomb Family are pictured
on the left, and the family of Thomas Adamecs are on the right. (Photo by Brian Stratton)

Simonetta Palmieri Richardson, one of the owners of Paramount Diner picks out her favorite
antique car at the Paramount Diner’s “Cruise Inn Car Show,” which is held every Friday night
at the Route 35 South eatery in Morgan. (Photo by Tom Burkard)
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Yearbook-St. Mary’s 1981
By Tom Burkard

It was back to school for St. Mary’s
Class of ’81 during the first week of September 1980, and as the kids were cruising
through town, they probably had their stereos blasting to top tunes of the day, such as
“Upside Down” by Diana Ross, and “Sailing” by Christopher Cross.
Sister Joan Gavron was principal and
some of her fine faculty included Janet Gray,
Ruth Zdanwicz, Diana Feffer, Sister
Nathaniel, Thomas Phillips, Robert Howarth,
Debra Floyd, Dorothy Holliday.
The yearbook was dedicated to Mrs.
Scordinsky, and the editors-in-chief were
Kathy Rhoades and Maureen Maher.
Some of the seniors included: Robert
Arrington, Thomas Barcelo, Ed Blanchett,
the late Craig Burkard, (My nephew, a
terrific guy, and may God Bless him) Jayne
Camlin, Jim Campbell (Chiropractor), Nina
Cashman, Bernadette Cassidy, Joanne
Cassidy, Debbie Collins, Ann Mae Connolly,
Karen Cook, Anthony Corcione, Debbie
Creange, Lorraine D’Arcy, Terry Davies,
Victor DeAlmeida, Angela DiGirolamo,
Diane Esposito, Jackie DiGangi, Patricia
Dohaney, (Nice lady) Maryann Donlon,
Mary D’Onofrio, Lynn Dutze, Glenn
Estavanik, Edward Estwanick, Sharon
Frazee, Angel Fesler, Veronica Gilmartin,
Jean Flynn, William Grutzkuhn, Barbara
Hansell, Mark Hancik, Janet Hanish, Holly
Holton, (My cousin) Phyllis Howard, Susan
Kanecke, Stephen Kania, Eileen Keevins,
Patricia Kelleher, Joseph Kelly, Catherine
Kulik, Susan Lambertson, Teresa Lee,
Theresa Leo, Denise Leveille, Sherri
MacDonald, Brian Marino, Luis Mendoza,
Mary-Jo Milazzo, June Miller, Patricia
Mrozowski, Ray Mulhern, Thomas Murray,
Michael McCraw, Joan McMahon, Kevin
McDonnell, Mary Kate McNamara,
Kathleen McQuade, Mary Morenski, Kelly
Noble, Patricia O’Connor, Teresa O’Keefe,
John Pachkowski, Stan Pacitto, Lisa
Palladino, Judith Pelczar, Narna Pepito,
Chris Peters, Afshin Peyman, Carlene
Polites, Joanne Poltrictzky, Laura Principato,

Ron Prybylowski, Eileen Toolan, Patricia
Romagna, Steve Ruotilio, Valerie Savitsky,
Lisa Semenza, Steven Servis, Mary Sherbert, Anne Solfaro, Tony Spirio, Kara
Sullivan, Anne Szatkowski, Maureen
Taggart, George Targonski, Eileen Thompson, Carol Valazza, Lisa Vella, Debbie
Vojtko, Bill Waverczak, William Wilusz,
Matthew Wojtaszek, (Great guy) Don
Zrebiec, Maria Zuppa, Lynne Areia.
The social schedule not only featured
plenty of sports, but also clubs and other big
events like the Spring Hootenanny, Apostolic Music & Liturgy, the Senior Trip to
Florida, the school play, “Barefoot In The
Park,” and the Valentine’s Dance with Queen
Karen Nizolek and her escort, Frederick
McCourt.
In world news, 52 American hostages
were freed after 444 days of captivity in
Iran. Assassination attempts were made on
President Reagan, and Pope John Paul II.
England’s Prince Charles married Diana
Spencer. Sandra D. O’Connor became the
first woman to be appointed to the Supreme
Court. Rubik’s cube was the big fad of ’81.
Alabama’s football coach “Bear” Bryant
became the winningest coach in college
football history. Nolan Ryan became
baseball’s first pitcher to throw five nohitters.
Students nicknames were pretty interesting and included Hulk, Botch, Cookie,
Soup, Cork, Jonah, Storm, Duke, Fidget,
Mouse, Mo, Chips, Caterpillar, Slick, Tools,
Big Guy, Chief, Prophet, Buddy, Zorro.
Some of the fine senior athletes in the
Class of ’81 were: John Inman, (Great guy,
and perhaps the best left-handed pitcher in
the school’s history), Brian Gorczynski,
Thomas Misak, (Good guy, and fine baseball player) Thomas O’Leary, (Terrific person and super athlete), Bernie Orszewski,
(Good guy, and top-notch athlete) Andrew
Pipala, (Good guy and super baseball player),
John Stefanski, Mark Bielat, Ken Connor,
Bill Parker, Tom McCarthy, Charles
“Buddy” Walters, (A really good guy), John

I Am
By Al Gomolka Jr.
Times Poet Laureate
c.1995

I am man
I am baby, I am child, I am teenager, I am adult
I am son, I am grandson, I am great
grandson, I am godson
I am brother, I am cousin, I am
nephew
I am uncle, I am godfather
I am son-in-law, I am brother-inlaw
I am husband
I am father
I am friend, I am neighbor
I am stranger, I am societyWhatever title I inherit
Whatever role I become and play
Whomever I may influence, by me
being a player
May it be done as
“To Do Unto Others”
In their roles of I am.
Someday I may be a grandfather, a
great grandfather
Maybe a widower, or senior citizenThroughout our life’s presenting
characters,
Perceptible evidence of what we
are,
Are yet a testimony of our Creator
Confirming His creation, “We
Are.”
Bukovec, Zsuzsi Dalyai, Linda Szaro, Gerald
Scupp (Good guy), John McLaughlin, Edward Stevens, Chris Hedlund.
Kim Carnes’ “Bette Davis Eyes” was
the top tune in the nation on Graduation
Day, 1981, as the St. Mary’s graduates embarked on their exciting futures. 1981 was a
super class with very classy and outstanding
people.

A PRAYER FOR HEALING
Lord, you invited all who are burdened to come to
You. Allow your healing hand to heal me. Touch my soul
with Your compassion for others. Touch my heart with
Your courage and infinite love for all. Touch my mind with
Your wisdom, that my mouth may always proclaim Your
praise. Teach me to reach out to You in my need. Help
me to lead others to You by my example. Most loving
Heart of Jesus, bring me health in body and spirit so that
I may serve You with all my strength. Touch gently this
life which you have created. Amen -T.B.
PRAYER TO THE BLESSED VIRGIN
(Never known to fail) Oh, most beautiful flower of
Mt. Carmel, Fruitful vine, splendor of Heaven, blessed
Mother of the Son of God, Immaculate Virgin, assist
me in my necessity. Oh Star of the Sea, help me and
show me, herein you are my mother. Oh, Holy Mary,
Mother of God, Queen of Heaven and Earth! I humbly
beseech you from the bottom of my heart to succor me
in this necessity. There are none that can withstand
your power. Oh, show me herein you are my mother.
Oh Mary, conceived without sin, pray for us who have
recourse to thee (3 times). Holy Mary, I place this
cause in your hands (3 times). Say this prayer for 3
consecutive days. You must publish it and it will be
granted to you. Thank you. -B.T.S.
ST CLAIRE NOVENA
Ask St. Claire for these favors, 1 business, 2
impossible. Say 9 Hail Mary’s for 9 days with lighted
candles. Pray whether you believe in it or not. Publish
on the 9th day. May the Sacred Heart of Jesus be
praised, adored and glorified today and every day.
Request will be granted no matter how impossible it
may seem. Publication must be promised. B.T.S.

South Amboy-Sayreville Times May 27, 2006 5

6 May 27, 2006 South Amboy-Sayreville Times

Best Gifts Come In Small Packages
By Steve Schmid

The Msgr. John F. Brady Assembly of South Amboy Knights of Columbus held its Annual
Fourth Degree Past Faithful Dinner Banquet at the Cambridge Inn. The honoree was Brian
McLaughlin. Pictured are Past Faithful Navigators top row (l-r) Stephen Schmid, Kenneth
McLaughlin, Donald McClelland, Albert McLaughlin, George French. Seated (l-r) Albert
Leschinski, Brian McLaughlin, Timothy Graczyk, GK, Rev. Kenneth Kolibas.

Tea Party At Dowdell
Join the Sadie Pope Dowdell Library,
of South Amboy, for a tea party on Monday,
June 26 from 7:00 to 9:00 p.m. to kick off the
Adult Summer Reading program.
The story of tea began in ancient China
more than 5,000 years ago. One myth is that
Shen Nung, an early emperor, required that
drinking water be boiled as a hygienic precaution. One summer day, he stopped to rest
and when servants boiled water for the court
to drink, dried leaves from a nearby bush fell
into the water and a tea was created!
Tea service was elevated to an art form
in Japan and served in tea houses. The
cultural hostesses of Japan, the Geisha, presented the tea ceremony.
In the 1690s, tea gardens were opened
in New York City, a former Dutch colony.
Tea was heavily taxed and contraband tea

was smuggled into the colonies. In 1789,
America’s clipper ships out-sailed the
slower, British ships, and began trade with
China; paying in gold. In the 1800s, bagged
tea was adopted and originally used in restaurants. Eventually, fine hotels began to
offer tea service to elegant Victorian ladies.
During the early 1900s, at the St. Louis
World Fair, a merchant tried to save his
investment when a heat wave hit and poured
hot tea over ice.
Today, tea is more popular than ever.
Also, don’t miss the special antique teapot
exhibit that will be on display throughout
the month of June.
To register for this free program, contact the library at 732-721-6060 or
comments@dowdell.org. The library
is adjacent to South Amboy High School.

Fred and Shannon
experience is living in
Whiteley of South Amboy
South Amboy. Strangers
received the ultimate
would say I’m praying for
Mother’s Day gift. Their
your son. It’s proof of the
son, Fred Whiteley IV is
power in prayer. He’s a
home after a 171-day stay in
miracle before our eyes,”
the hospital. He was born
Shannon said. Fred added,
on November 8, four months
“We got e-mails from
premature and weighed only
people we didn’t know,
1 pound 8 ounces. All but
who were praying for our
10 days were spent at
son. Our prayers were
Fred Whiteley IV
Monmouth Medical Center,
answered and he’s perLong Branch. The other 10 days were at fect.” Young Fred’s health is great now, and
Children’s Hospital, Philadelphia. Young he sleeps when he’s supposed to, and is
Fred underwent 5 surgeries, the first at 13 well-behaved. He also received a package
days. Fred and Shannon visited daily and of gifts plus a personalized letter from the
stayed 10 days overnight at both Ronald New York Yankees, welcoming him as their
McDonald Houses in Long Branch and Phila- newest fan.
delphia. Shannon had a normal pregnancy
until November, when she said she didn’t
feel well and went to Center State Hospital,
Freehold, where it was determined she was
Responding to Governor Jon S.
in pre-term labor. She was rushed to
Corzine’s
decision today to ease off on a
Monmouth Medical Center where young
proposal
to
initiate self-service gasoline
Fred was born at 12:57 a.m. at 24 weeks
pumping in New Jersey, Assemblyman John
gestation. He was immediately baptized.
Fred and Shannon are grateful to resi- S. Wisniewski, chairman of the Assembly
dents for their support. “The best part of this Transportation and Public Works Committee, issued the following statement:
“Governor Corzine obviously took to
heart the concerns of legislators and the
The Disabled American Veterans will
thousands of New Jersey motorists who
be holding car shows on the following dates:
were dreading a switch to self-service gas.
June 4-rain date June 11; July 16-rain date
“This is a victory for senior drivers,
July 23; Aug. 6-rain date Aug. 13. The
disabled
drivers and any motorist who has
shows will be held at Lowe’s Home Imenjoyed our 57-year ban on self-service
provement, Rt. 9, Old Bridge from 12 noon
stations.
until 4 p.m. Vehicle entrance starts at 11
“New Jerseyans know a good thing
a.m. All vehicles are welcome, any year or
when
they have it, and full-service gas stamake. The event will feature music, clastions are certainly a good thing for everysics, antiques, hot rods, customs, trucks.
one.
There will also be food, trophies, 50/50,
“The governor’s attempt to mitigate the
tricky tray. Car Show Entry Form-$10 Preregistration. $15 day of show. Pre-registrarising cost of gas for New Jersey motorists is
tion due date-May 13. Make check payable
admirable. So too, is his ability to admit
to: D.A.V. Chapter 67, 229 Henry St., South
when a part of that proposal is wrong for the
Amboy, NJ 08879.
state’s driving public.”

Self-Service Gas
Plan

Car Show Dates

South Amboy-Sayreville Times May 27, 2006 7

Students of Cardinal McCarrick High School watch as emergency service workers aid
“victims” in a Mock Car Crash, sponsored by S.A.D.D. (Students Against Destructive
Decisions. (Photo courtesy of South Amboy Police Department)

Mock Car Crash At McCarrick
Just in time for the approaching Prom
and Graduation Season, the students of Cardinal McCarrick High School in South
Amboy witnessed a Mock Car Crash. The
demonstration, sponsored by the organization S.A.D.D. (Student’s Against Destructive Decisions) staged the fatal crash of a car
driven by a teenager while intoxicated.
The South Amboy Police and Fire Departments, Rescue Squad, as well as Cardinal McCarrick students participated in a
cooperative effort to remind the students of
the risks of drinking and driving. Sgt. Jamie
Norek of the South Amboy Police Department directed all police department activity
preformed on the scene and reminded students of the legal consequences facing drivers under the influence. Cardinal McCarrick
students who took the parts of driver and
victims are Frank Greco, Nick Borruso,
JessicaVicidomini, and Melanie Good.
The faculty advisors of S.A.D.D., Mr.
James Kazamjian and Mrs. Janet Sienko

wish to leave the students with a very important message for a safe prom season: Make
wise choices when you drive—you want to
create memories, not be one

Policemen Honored
Borough of Sayreville Police Officers,
Brian Gay and Joseph Monaco were honored by the 200 Club of Middlesex County
for saving a woman from a burning senior
citizen apartment building, on Aug. 9, 2005,
and extinguishing the blaze. Congratulations on a job well done!
PRAYER TO THE BLESSED VIRGIN
(Never known to fail) Oh, most beautiful flower of
Mt. Carmel, Fruitful vine, splendor of Heaven, blessed
Mother of the Son of God, Immaculate Virgin, assist
me in my necessity. Oh Star of the Sea, help me and
show me, herein you are my mother. Oh, Holy Mary,
Mother of God, Queen of Heaven and Earth! I humbly
beseech you from the bottom of my heart to succor me
in this necessity. There are none that can withstand
your power. Oh, show me herein you are my mother.
Oh Mary, conceived without sin, pray for us who have
recourse to thee (3 times). Holy Mary, I place this
cause in your hands (3 times). Say this prayer for 3
consecutive days. You must publish it and it will be
granted to you. Thank you. -M.M.
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Harold Dennen
(Photo by Tom Burkard

Dennen Selected
Grand Marshal
-Joseph F. Ziemba

Ziemba Chosen
Grand Marshal
Joseph F. Ziemba, a World War II
veteran of the Iwo Jima Campaign was
selected Grand Marshal for the Sayreville
Memorial Day Parade by the Veterans Alliance.
Ziemba, a former Commandant of the
John Basilone Detachment of the Marine
Corps League in New Brunswick, is also a
Past Commander of the Sayreville VFW
Post 4699. He is presently Middlesex
County Supervisor of Veterans Interment
whose department oversees the distribution of the U.S. flags, wreaths, and grave
markers which will proudly wave and honor
the memory of our heroic veterans in over
96 cemeteries in the county.
Ziemba said that “The flag stands as a
living reminder of the greatness of their
deeds. We must make sure that their sacrifices have not been in vain, and urge Americans to display the Stars and Stripes throughout the day. It is important to keep alive and

Harold Dennen will be the Grand Marshal of the Memorial Day Parade in South
Amboy. He is a lifelong resident of South
Amboy. In 1942, at the age of 16, he volunteered for the US Navy. During WW II, he
served in Europe between England and Russia until 1944. He then served again in the
South Pacific until the end of the war.
In 1950, Harold re-enlisted for the Korean War, and returned in 1953. Today, he is
a member of South Amboy American Legion
Post 62, Sayreville VFW Post 4699, Disabled
American Veterans Chapter 67, South Amboy
Knights of Columbus #426 and the AOH of
South Amboy.
not forget those who answered the final call;
those who sacrificed their lives on the altar of
liberty or those in veterans’ hospitals who
spend their lives on beds of pain and suffering. It is our honor and privilege to remember them on this day. Because of their
bravery and courage, the flame of freedom
burns brightly today.”

SA Memorial Day
Activities

Sayreville Memorial
Day Parade

The South Amboy Memorial Day Parade will be held on Sunday, May 28, starting at the Knights of Columbus #426 on
Fourth St. at 12 noon. The parade will
proceed on Stevens Ave. to John St., and
then across Broadway to the City Hall.
Parade and Community Barbeque with
FREE hamburgers, hot dogs and soda will
start at 12 noon at “Station Square” across
from City Hall. There will be music
entertainment, and new this year, the “Yankee Doodle Doggie” contest! The best
dressed patriotic pooch earns $100 prize
and will be featured with their owner with
photos in the South Amboy Main Street
office window. March with your organization, bring your patriotic pooch (on a leash)
or enjoy the parade and barbeque! Make
this the best Memorial Day ever! For more
information including marching, call Karen
at 732-525-5961.

Frank Straczynski, Commander of VFW
Post #4699 in Sayreville, and organizer of
the annual Memorial Day Parade announced
that the event will take place on Monday,
May 29, with marchers assembling at 9:30
a.m., and line-ups will be on Elizabeth St.,
Krumb St., Outlook Ave., and No. Edward
St. The parade, led by Grand Marshal, Joseph F. Ziemba will begin at 10 a.m. on
Washington Rd., and end at the Borough
Hall, on Main St. Hot dogs and soda will be
served afterwards behind the Borough Hall.

Spaghetti Dinner
Shore Gate’s Spaghetti dinner will be
held on Sat., June 24th from 5-8:30 p.m. at the
Senior Center. Tickets are $7 for adults, and
$4 for children under 10. (No tickets will be
sold at the door). Call co-chairpersons Joan
Downes 732-721-3377 or Bea Harvey 732721-4519 for tickets and more info.
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Opening Day Photo Collage
Photo Exclusive By Tom Burkard
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Obituaries

732-721-9093
For All Your Health Care Needs

Peterson Pharmacy
"Serving The Community Over 100 Years"
• Money Orders
• Money Grams
• Film Developing
• All Utility Bills
• Fax
• Greeting Cards
•

Medical/Surgical Supplies

Now accepting payments for gas, electric, cable & others

FREE Delivery for Senior Citizens
132 North Broadway
732-721-0137South
Amboy, NJ 08879

J.J. Harrigan & Co. Inc
Realtors

OIL TANK
REMOVERS

PATRICK J. ROCK, JR.
Real Estate Sales Representative
Bus: 732-721-7500
Voice Mail: Ext. 12

Res: 732-721-6743
Fax: 732-721-4095

980 ROUTE 9, SAYREVILLE, NJ
Mailing Address: PO Box 37, South Amboy, NJ 08879

• TANK REMOVAL • INSTALLATION
• TANK TESTING • SANDFILL
• ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES

(732)

ASI 566-0281
ADVANCED
SITE
IMPROVEMENT

Ambrose, Robert, 76, of South Amboy
died on April 30.
Amedeo, Jerome, 61, of Sayreville died
on May 20.
Beckmann, Mary Jane, 65, of South
Amboy died on May 3.
Beckmann, William A. Jr., 66, of South
Amboy died on April 29.
Beninati, Julia, 84, of Parlin died on
April 17.
Callahan, Irene, 88, of Sayreville died
on May 7.
Charmello, Josephine M., 91, of South
Amboy died on April 23.
Compitello, Michael, 90, of Parlin died
on May 6.
Connor, James “Fred,” 61, of Parlin
died on May 18.
Corvino, Marguerite Kenny, 73, of
South Amboy died on April 25.
Creaghe, Sister Mary Dominic, 80, formerly of South Amboy died on April 25.
Dioses, Karen, 11, of South Amboy
died on April 20.
Durski, Elizabeth, 88, of Parlin died on
April 29.
Forman, Elizabeth M. “Betty,” 81, formerly of South Amboy died on May 13.
Gecek, Sidney E., 43, formerly of South
Amboy died on May 16.
Gorski, Angela Przybylowski, 88, of
Sayreville died on April 17.
Halpern, Lena, 94, of Parlin died on
May 7.
Hawes, F. Snowell, 88, of South Amboy
died on May 17.
Jackowski, Edward S., 73, of Sayreville
died on April 14.
Jankowski, Chester E., 90, of South
Amboy died on April 17.
Kelly, Colleen M., 36, of Parlin died on
May 15.
Kwiecinski, Edward, 78, of Parlin died
on May 19.
Marusiak, Theresa A., 78, of Sayreville
died on May 4.
Morris, Catherine M., 76, of South
Amboy died on April 20.
Nebus, Hedwig M. “Hattie,” 87, of
South Amboy died on April 21.
Palladino, Donna Beckmann, 36, formerly of South Amboy died on May 3.
Partington, Bernard S., 70, formerly of
South Amboy died on May 13.
Phillips, Stella, 89, of Parlin died on
April 17.
Pianka, Kazimierz, 68, of South Amboy
died on May 11.
Pikarsky, Stanley “Spilka,” F., 81, formerly of Sayreville died on April 25.
Primka, Joseph F. “Rab,” Jr., 91, of
Sayreville died on April 17.
Quabeck, Edward, 58, of South Amboy
died on April 9.
Salgado, Juanita, 97, of Sayreville died
on May 5.
Seger, Arthur J., 85, of South Amboy
died on May 11.
Slonksnes, John E., 74, of South Amboy
died on April 20.
Stolte, Irene Zulin, 74, formerly of South
Amboy died on May 11.
Wilson, James, 57, of Parlin died on
May 1.
Wisk, George E., 63, of Parlin died on
May 10.
Wojciechowski, Joseph R., 87, of South
Amboy died on April 24.
Zamorski, Sally V., 89, of South Amboy
died on April 27.
Zdanowicz, Linda T., 52, of Parlin died
on May 18.
Zdep, Kenneth F., 59, of Sayreville
died on May 17.

Flags Distributed In
South Amboy
The City of South Amboy has distributed flags to all homes and businesses to
show that “We remember.” Mayor John T.
O’Leary encourages all residents “To put
the flags in their windows to show support
for those who made the supreme sacrifice,
by defending our country.”

South Amboy-Sayreville Times

The Friends of the Sayreville Public Library held an evening with local authors, “Local
Authors Night” on April 28. Each author was given 10 minutes to speak about their writing
careers and books, and answered questions from the audience. Refreshments and
delicious baked goods were also served. The highly successful event was organized by Teri
Yetsko of The Friends of the Sayreville Public Library.
Pictured (l-r) Jerry Smith, Tom Burkard, Chelle Martin, Daniel-Gary Holderman, Alan Karmin
and George R. Spiecker. (Photo by Brian Stratton)

Wisniewski Checks MVC
Assembly Transportation Committee
Chairman John S. Wisniewski (DMiddlesex) toured the Parson’s Motor Vehicle Inspection Station in Eatontown today
with Jim Nobles, Vice President/General
Manager NJMVIS, Vincent Porcaro, Deputy
General Manager NJMVIS/Director, Systems Development, Gregg Natosi, Regional
Manager and Gordon McGinn, Station Manager.
In 2003 the Assemblyman wrote the
law to transform the Division of Motor
Vehicles (DMV) into the new Motor Vehicle Commission (MVC). Since then New
Jerseyans have not only experienced improved customer service, but New Jersey’s
license is one of the most secure in the
nation.“So much has been accomplished
since this project began. The new MVC has
become a model of customer service, security and efficiency for other states and I
welcomed this opportunity to revisit the

Eatontown facility,” Wisniewski said.“We
do our best to provide our customers with
quick, friendly service; our number one goal
continues to be making the air cleaner, the
roads safer and the lives of New Jersey
motorists easier,” said James G. Nobles,
Vice President and General Manager,
Parson’s Corporation.

Scholarship Car
Wash
The South Amboy Middle/High School
Student Council will be holding it’s annual
CAR WASH on Saturday, June 10, 2006
from 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. at the Board of
Education parking lot on John St. (opposite
the elementary school).
Cars are $5.00 and minivans/pickups
are $7.00. All proceeds benefit the scholarship fund, so come down and contribute to
the cause. The Student Council thanks you,
in advance, for you support
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NJ License #2878

Hazel Grimley Johnson, who has lived in
Morgan for 63 years, will celebrate her 100th
birthday with family and friends on June 1st.
Hazel was born in Perth Amboy and spent
most of her childhood there. She graduated
from Woodbridge High School in 1926.
Her husband Jasper, to whom she was
married for 68 years, died ten years ago.
Both Hazel’s mother and grandmother lived
to 102. She says she has every intention of
reaching that milestone. She reads the daily
paper without glasses and looks forward
each week to watching Lawrence Welk on
TV. Hazel enjoys signing accompanied on
guitar by her son, Roger of South Amboy.
She also has a daughter, Barbara Kreiss of
Colonia, 3 grandchildren, and a great
granddaughter. Happy Birthday Hazel, and
God Bless!

360 Main Street
South Amboy, NJ 08879

(732) 721-1166

Spring Safety For Your Kids
Spring has arrived with the days getting
longer and warmer, children are playing outside more and more. Spring sports and
activities can cause injuries.
Baseball
Spring fever and baseball fever go hand
in hand, but injuries still happen when playing. In fact almost a half million baseballrelated injuries are treated in doctor’s offices
and emergency rooms with the head involved more than any other body part.
1.Always wear a batting helmet that
meets the standards of the Nat’l Operating
Committee on standard athletic equipment.
When at bat, waiting to bat and running the
bases. 2.Wear appropriate eye protection.
Fielders should wear eyewear that meets the
standards of ASTM, F803. Baseball batters
and base runners should choose eyewear that
meets ASTM standard F910. 3.Catchers
should always use a catcher’s mitt and wear
a helmet, face-mask and throat guard, long
model chest protector, protective supporter
and shin guards. 4.Pitchers should follow
guidelines about the number of innings
pitched as recommended by their baseball
league. About 4-10 innings per week depending upon age.
Other than wearing protective gear, there
are 3 main areas in which sports injuries may
be prevented. First and foremost is the
strength of the skeletal muscles. The majority of sports injuries occur in the closing
stages of the game when fatigue causes movements to become uncoordinated and accidents are more likely. The second are is
protective equipment, which tends to either
support or shield parts of the body at risk. In
general, sports, is in itself a developmental
activity, such development occurring through
body parts gradually and increasingly stressed
and compensating for this extra load. The
third aspect in injury prevention is the game,
or contest rules themselves. Whatever athletes may think, most rules, are formed by
experienced competitors in order to make
the game more enjoyable, demanding and
safe. As always, an ounce of prevention is
worth a pound of cure.
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Dr. Gregory Olsen visited to the Samsel Upper Elementary School on May 2, 2006. Dr. Olsen
was the third private citizen to orbit Earth in the International Space Station. He trained in
Russia, at the Yuri Gagarin Cosmonaut Training Center and launched on October 1, 2005.
He logged over 4 million miles of weightless travel during his 10 days in space. He returned
to Earth on Soyuz TMA-6 on October 11, 2005.
He now dedicates his life to encourage children to consider careers in math, science, and
technology, and his slogan is “Never give up!”...even when you have a hard time doing
division problems.

Summer Theatre Program
Triple H Productions will be sponsoring summer programs in Theatre Arts and/
or Film for students in Grades K-12. Dates
range from July 17 – August 12 (depending
on program). All summer workshops are
held at St. Stanislaus Kostka School (221
MacArthur Ave., Sayreville) and conclude
with a night of student performances and

5K Run
Frog Hollow Swim and Tennis Club’s
29th annual 5K Run and Health Walk will
be held Saturday, June 24th. Proceeds will
benefit the city of South Amboy’s Fire and
First Aid departments. There will be a free
youth Fun Run, awards, t-shirts, post race
barbecue, and all day swimming and tennis.

festivities. Registration is ongoing, however classes are filling quickly. Discounts
and flexible payment plans are available!
All classes are taught/supervised by trained
teaching artists. For more information (on
cost, dates, times, and programs) or to register, please visit www.triplehproductions.com
or call Wilfredo Hernandez Jr. today at 732254-1535.
For more information or to download a registration form, go to www.froghollowswim.com
or register in person at the club 7:30 AM day
of race. 5K run starts at 9:00 AM. Frog
Hollow Swim and Tennis Club are located
on Ferris St. off of South Pine Ave. in South
Amboy, NJ. The phone number is 732-7279094.
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Summer Book
Blowout
The Friends of the Sayreville Public
Library will hold their summer book sale on
Sunday, June 11, 2006, from 2PM – 4PM at
the public library on Washington Road in
Parlin.. The event will take place in the
library conference room. Books can be purchased separately or for $5.00 a bag. The
book selection includes fiction, non-fiction,
mystery, paperbacks and much more.
Book donations for the summer book
sale can be brought to the library on Saturday,
June 10th from 9:30AM – 11AM. For
further information contact (732) 727 -7639.

Dowdell Library
News
Father’s Day Craft, Thursday June 15th
at 3:30pm. Ages 5+ (Younger children okay
if supervised during the craft by an adult).
Bingo! Thursday June 22 at 6:00pm, Come
win prizes and play with Miss Karen.
Teen Craft Night, Thursday June 29th
at 6:30. Paint and decorate ceramic lighthouses!
Check back soon for summer reading
information and schedules!
For further information please call the
library at 732-721-6060 or e-mail
children@dowdell.org

Commuter Van
Safety

Poochie
Doo

ALL BREED GROOMING

149 NO. BROADWAY
SOUTH AMBOY, NJ 08879

732-525-1172

Legislation Stems from Public Hearing
That Revealed 97 Percent of Vans Utilized
by Immigrant Workers Failed Roadside Inspections in 2004
An Assembly panel today released legislation Assemblyman John S. Wisniewski
sponsored to provide for more expansive
regulation of transportation services used in
connection with temporary help-services
firms.
The measure (A-2983) stems from a
2005 Assembly Transportation Committee
hearing on commuter van safety. During
the hearing, temporary agencies were accused of forcing employees to use illegal
commuter vans to travel to and from jobsites.
Additionally, employers were accused of
deducting the cost of transportation from
employee paychecks.
“We learned from testimony last session that about 12,000 people per day use
commuter vans that do not meet state safety
standards,” said Wisniewski (D-Middlesex).
“Low-wage workers are forced to use these
vans even if they have a vehicle of their own
and are required to pay for the service if they
want to keep their jobs.”
According to police data revealed at
last session’s public hearing, nearly 97 percent of 209 commuter vans pulled over for
spot checks in 2004 were either in violation
of state registration and licensing regulations or deemed to be in physically unsafe
condition.
“The startling revelations regarding
commuter van safety are an embarrassment
to this state,” said Wisniewski. “Holding
temporary help-services firms to the same
standards and regulations as employment
agencies is a common-sense solution to a
very serious issue.”
The Assembly Labor Committee released the measure 4-0-2. It now goes to the
Assembly Speaker, who decides if and when
to post it for a floor vote.

Macagnone
Chosen President
Michael Macagnone was recently selected
as the new president of the Sayreville Board of
Education. Macagnone, in his second year on
the Board, was nominated by last year’s president, Kevin Ciak.
New elected Board members, Thomas
Biesiada, Jill Trapp, and Leonard Zaleski were
sworn in, and Ciak began his fifth 3-year term.
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Richie Flash And The Flash Crew
The Mobile D.J. With ‘Hart’
By Clem Skarzynski

Richie Hart
Photo by Tom Burkard

Without a doubt, Richie Hart, along
with his wife Patricia, daughter Nicole and
son Sean, are the unsung heroes and heroines of the D.J. realm. Moving from New
York to Morgan, NJ in 1999, Richie and
crew devoted their time and efforts to help,
as Richie states, “The little guy, the ones
who don’t get help from the large corporations.”
Richie’s daughter Nicole, as a local girl
scout became involved as a volunteer with
the Sayreville Brain Injured Children’s Association, under the guidance of the
Association’s leader, Maryann Gordon. It
was then that Richie, his wife and son became involved as aides/volunteers, and decided to go a step further.
Richie, who is a classic car buff, and has
a few hot rods of his own, is also the President of Central N.J. Car Club Association,
which has weekly shows at the new Para-

mount Diner parking lot, every Friday, from
6-9 p.m., located at 1803 Rt. 35, Morgan.
When the club’s DJ, “Wacky Wane” passed
away, Richie stepped in on the DJ chores,
got about 15 local businesses to be sponsors,
along with other car clubs and began his
quest to help his community by donating his
DJ services and all the proceeds to the
Sayreville Brain Injured Children’s Association. That’s not all, Richie was looking
forward to working with the Sayreville
D.A.R.E. group, doing a benefit for Chapter
67 V.F.W. on May 21st at the Lowe’s Store
on Rt. 9; The Camp Dill Foundations; and
The Street Rodders for breast cancer in
South Carolina, to name a few more.
So the car shows are just one of the
venues Richie and Co. uses to support and
help these worthwhile organizations. I, the
writer was impressed watching Richie put
the show together, do the D.J. thing, the
hula-hoop contest for the kids, what energy!
Richie also does Wednesday nights on the
Keansburg Boardwalk for their “Cruise
Night,” a gig he really enjoys.
Like all D.J.’s, Richie started out “For
fun, just enjoyed doin’ it, and just went from
there.” He also does parties and all types of
outings, picnics, etc. “I’ve been doing the
car shows for about 15-years, they’re a lot of
fun, great people who are there to help raise
money for the kids.”
Good for you Richie & Co.! Our thanks
go out to you and your family, and your
family of car clubs and vendors, the great
owners and staff at the Paramount Diner,
and the local businesses who help you
achieve your goal of helping and caring.
Hey readers, check out the Cruiser
Nights schedule at WWW.CNJCCA.com
or call 1-732-525-0412 and ask for Richie
Flash, the guy with a “Hart.”

Bon Appetit, Julia Child
By Elaine Scott

In 1963 at the age of 51, Julia Child’s,
“The French Chef,” came on the air. In a
time long before the words “sautéing” and
“mixing” evolved into “carmelizing” and
“incorporating,” Julia Child began teaching
TV viewers the fine art of French cooking.
Reigning as America’s Chef Extraordinaire
for over four decades, her only “gimmick”
was the love of her craft. Quoted to have
said, “Good cooks know how to disguise
their mistakes,” Julia Child had made many,
and let the world see them, as she cooked her
way into America’s hearts and history books.
Not everyone had Julia’s style, especially, Graham Kerr. On the Galloping
Gourmet, which debuted in 1969, Graham
always had a drink in his hand, and never
seemed to even care about what he was
cooking. Then, again, neither did his huge
audience. In 1971, after surviving a horrific
car crash, Graham Kerr’s show abruptly
ended, and so, too, did his love of drinking.
In the ‘70s, even Dinah Shore was often
seen cooking on TV. Using her romantic
relationship with the, then, “hot” and much
younger Burt Reynolds to revitalize her
career, Dinah got her own daytime show.
While daily promoting her own new cookbook, she would have guests giving helpful
household tips and recipes and, of course,
she always ended with a song. Although
Dinah, herself, had seemed perfect, her guests
always weren’t. On one show a woman was
to demonstrate how to make a “perfect” pie
crust. With a smile on her face, she got the
dough ready into a ball and then began to roll
it out. As she did, the “perfect” dough
started to stick to her rolling pin, tearing into
shreds with every roll. The more she tried to
fix the dough, the worst it got, until, finally,
the woman gave up. Dinah’s show gave up,
too. When her relationship with Burt
Reynolds ended, the “fat lady” began singing instead of Dinah.
We now have an entire network devoted to cooking shows, with many of them
being as “real” as old Burt’s hair. Let’s look
at a few.
Paula Dean is a strange breed, a Southern woman who actually loves to cook.
Rapidly becoming the Food Network’s #1
star, this wonderfully engaging and charis-

matic woman shares her passion for food
loaded with butter, heavy cream, sour cream,
cream cheese, and anything deep-fried, fatty,
and over the top in calories. Paula’s expertise appears to be in making recipes so full of
cholesterol they could clog the arteries of a
mule. Real or not, she’s my favorite.
On her energetic “30-Minute Meals,”
the very bubbly, perky, and talkative Rachael
Ray makes me tired just watching her cook
to the ticking of a timer. Forget about her
meals. I just want to know what brand of
vitamins she takes.
Trying to out-do Rachael, there’s another woman showing how easy it is to make
15-minute meals during the week, using
food she prepared on the weekends. That
part, showing her standing for about 29
hours in her kitchen doing all the work,
mysteriously, isn’t shown.
As for Tyler, it really doesn’t matter
whether he boils water, cooks or reads a
book. Women would watch him just to
watch him.
The worst of the worst, even beating out
the “Calorie Commando,” has to be Sandra
Lee. For every show, her TV kitchen gets
redecorated, from curtains, dishes, glassware, to counter appliances, to color coordinate with the “semi-homemade” food and,
of course, with the clothes she wears. In my
opinion, this show desperately needs to air
the warning, “70% store-bought; 30% baloney.”
Unlike the fantasy world of TV, there
are no bowls of pre-measured ingredients
ready for us to use on our kitchen countertops,
nor any cilantro or goat cheese found in
most of our refrigerators. Instead of prewashed herbs in sealed baggies, we usually
feel lucky finding the old dried stuff in a can
somewhere on our shelves when we need it.
Real life cooking means washing dirty pots,
pans, bowls, and utensils, and cleaning up
messes, often with an aching back. It also
means recipes that sometimes flop, just as
the shows would do if all the work were
shown. Bon Appetit, Julia Child...wherever
you are.
(Elaine “Holton” Scott may be contacted at siteseein526@aol.com.)
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From The Local Band Archives

#1 Pop Hits On
May 27

New Music

1999-Livin’ La Vida Loca-Ricky Martin
1988-Anything For You-Gloria Estefan
1977-Sir Duke-Stevie Wonder
1966-Monday, Monday-The Mama’s & The
Papa’s
1955-Unchained Melody-Les Baxter
1944-Long Ago And Far Away
1933-Stormy Weather

Now 21/ Pure 80’s/ Music Inspired by
the Big Chill –3 CD’s (Universal)
Seems like everything old is new again
and everything new is well, new! These
three
compilations,
(check
universalmusic.com for complete song lists)
encompass the 60’s through 2006 and features some of the best Rock, R&B, Alt. Rap,
New Wave and Pop music around! Bands
like The Rascals, Four Tops, Temptations,
Yes, Culture Club, Fall Out Boy, and
Rihanna (actually any artist here) would
make a great shuffle on your ipod or crank
up any party!
Hip Hop Gold (Hip-O)
From the big beat of Sugarhill Gang’s,
“Rapper’s Delight” to the Black Eyed Peas’
smash, “Hey Mama,” these 2 CD’s bounce
like no other compilation around! Again, an
ipod shuffle of these old school/new school
Hip Hop block rockin’ beats, sadly missing
Run DMC’s “Run House” that was used in
Kevin Smith’s movie
Dogma, of rare, hard to find tunes like
GMF’s The Message, or Onyx’s “Slam”
are mixed with current hits like Common’s
“The Light.” Between this comp. and the
Now 21 etc. you’ve got yourself an all day
and all night party!
Bill Wyman- A Stone Alone Anthology 1974-2002/ Willie and the Poor Boys
Anthology (Sanctuary)
Bill Wyman was the bass player for
Rolling Stones, 60’s thru 70’s, putting out
four solo albums with a host of top musicians, Dr. John, Lowell George, etc. They
combined cool originals “Je Suis Un Rock
Star” with dynamite covers “A Quarter to
Three,” “Mystery Train,” etc., never compromising or taking the easy way out. All
the songs, including the 16 live cuts, not
only pay tribute, but also raise the bar on
what a band can be capable of with the right
attitude!
Willie and the Poor Boys, AKA
Wyman, Charlie Watts, Stones drummer,
Jimmy Page, etc. tear into covers like “Baby,
Please Don’t Go,” “Stagger Lee,” etc. This
Super Group lets loose on their own “Poor
Boy Boogie” and Chuck Berry’s “You
Never Can Tell,” fleshing out the original
vibe of the song, mixing in the band’s own
style of Rock n’ Blues! Wyman’s given us
some great music as a Stone and alone.
Hopefully there’s more to come!

One Hit Wonders

”People” pictured above on stage at The Tin Lizzie Lounge, Rt. 35 North, Morgan in 1972.
The band was originally formed in ’69, and worked the Rt. 35 circuit, the Keansburg circuit,
private parties, and backed-up numerous oldies acts from the ‘50’s & 60’s. Pictured (l-r)
Willie Wathington, Charlie Wathington, and Otis Wathington as the front men, with Clem
Skarzynski, lead guitar; Tom Smith, drums; John Bates, bass; and kneeling Bill Finley,
Hammond Organ.
The group changed some personnel in the late ‘70’s, and re-named as People, featuring The
Wathington Brothers. (Photo courtesy of the Clem Skarzynski Archives)

The rock band Train recently brought their show to the Count Basie Theatre in Red Bank.
The band put on a great performance to a sold out crowd. (Photo by Brian Stratton)

Wojciechowski Dies At 87
continued on page 16
newspaper for nearly 15 years, in addition to
writing two books which have been published, one worldwide. Joe had faith in me,
planted the seed for me to write, and here I
am, still affiliated with Raritan Printing,
who does a lot of work for me.
Joseph R. Wojciechowski certainly
helped in so many ways to make this world

a better place, always there to give someone
in need a hand. He was a brilliant, hardworking man, dedicated to his trade, and did
it his way, as he achieved a highly-successful and fulfilling life. Thank you Joe, for
giving me that one chance of a lifetime, a
break that everyone needs. God Bless!
*See related story, “Remembering Joe
Wojciechowski” by Ron Kukulski on page 27.

35 Years Ago
1971-For The Good Times-Ray Price;
Rose Garden-Lynn Anderson; Sweet MaryWadsworth Mansion; Me And Bobby
McGee-Janis Joplin; Help Me Make It
Through The Night-Sammy Smith; One
Toke Over The Line-Brewer & Shipley;
Stay Awhile-The Bells; Timothy-The Buoys;
Put Your Hand In The Hand-Ocean; ChickA-Boom-Daddy Dewdrop; Here Comes The
Sun-Richie Havens; Toast And Marmalade
For Tea-Tin Tin; Funky Nassau-Part 1-Beginning Of The End; Rings-Cymarron; What
The World Needs Now Is Love/Abraham,
Martin And John-Tom Clay; Mr. Big StuffJean Knight; Smiling Faces SometimesUndisputed Truth; Chirpy Chirpy Cheep
Cheep-Mac & Katie Kissoon; Trapped By
A Thing Called Love-Denise LaSalle; I’ve
Found Someone Of My Own-Free Movement; Easy Loving-Freddie Hart;
Desiderata-Les Crane.

St. Pat’s Parade
Contest
The South Amboy St. Patrick’s Day
Parade Committee is sponsoring a button
design contest to promote the March 10,
2007 St. Patrick’s Day Parade. Participants
are asked to submit an original drawing
with a St. Patrick’s theme. The winners
design will be featured on the official parade button. Deadlines for submission is
July 1, 2006. Design must be contained
within a 3 inch circle. Send your submission to St. Patrick’s Day Parade Committee
271 Second St., South Amboy, NJ 08879.

By Phil Rainone
R&R Music DJ’s 732-316-9447

#1 Country Hits On
May 27
1994-Your Love Amazes Me-John Berry
1981-Seven Year Ache-Rosanne Cash
1972-(Lost Her Love) On Our Last DateConway Twitty
1969-My Life (Throw It Away If I Want
To)-Bill Anderson
1953-Mexican Joe-Jim Reeves
1949-Lovesick Blues-Hank Williams with
His Drifting Cowboys
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School Sports
“Solid” South
Amboy Marches To
GMCT Finals
Call them the Cinderella Team, Miracle
Team, Underdogs, Dragon Slayers or whatever you please, the super-talented Governors of South Amboy High School have
defied all odds by advancing to the GMCT
championship against St. Joseph’s at East
Brunswick Vo-Tech Field on June 3.
South Amboy proved that they were a
truly-gifted and “special” club in the 5-2
semifinal victory over a tough, Old Bridge
team. OB took a 2-0, lead in the top of the
6th, when it capitalized on a double SA error.
The mighty Guvs wouldn’t quit, and came
back in thrilling form to put 5 runs on the
scoreboard in the bottom of the 6th, sealing
their trip to the GMCT Championship game.
Joe Tarallo and Brian Seres ripped singles to
start the rally, and Jared Mundy and Joe
Bartlinski laced RBI singles to tie the game
at 2-2. They advanced to second and third
when Bartlinski’s single got by the leftfielder.
Mike DeJoy then dropped a perfect suicide
squeeze about 6-7 feet in front of the plate,
scoring Mundy with what proved to be the
game-winning run. Billy “Babe” Wanko
followed by blasting a long double to leftcenter to drive in the final two runs. Seres
excelled on the mound by firing a superb 2hitter, and striking out 9 for the victory,
while stroking 2 hits to help the cause. The
victory was huge for South Amboy, as it is
the 2nd smallest school in the GMCT, and
defeated Old Bridge, the 2nd largest. SA’s
enrollment is about 400, compared to OB’s
3,200.
Road To The Final
The Purple & Gold, who drew a bye in
the opening round of the tourney, began play
with Brian Seres pitching SA to a spectacular 1-0, 14-strikeout, 5-hit victory over Bishop
Ahr. SA scored the only run of the contest
in the 2nd inning, when Mike DeJoy singled,
moved to second on Billy “Babe” Wanko’s
sacrifice bunt, then to third after a walk to
frosh, Joe Bongiorno. DeJoy then hustled
home on a wild pitch by the Trojans’ pitcher.
In the quarterfinals against the 3rd
seeded, mighty Edison, the Guvs, 6th seeded
in the tournament, easily outclassed the Group
IV school, 7-1, and became the first Gold
Division School in GMCT history to make it
to the semifinals.
Joe Bartlinski hurled a masterful 4-hitter and fanned 11 Eagles, while helping his
own cause by blasting a solo home run in the
1st inning, and a 2-run single in the 6th. SA
had plenty of offensive firepower and contributors as it has had all season. Jared
Mundy unloaded a huge, 3-run homer in the
first inning, and Joe Tarallo had a perfect 3for-3 day with a walk. Bartlinski and the
county’s leading hitter, Brian Seres, both
went 2-for-3. Every starter in Coach Dennis
Bourgeau’s lineup had at least one hit.

Baseball
South Amboy (16-2) Coach Dennis
Bourgeau’s club is simply terrific from the
number 1 to 9 hitters in the lineup. Super
standouts recently have been Gold Division
Player of the Year, Brian Seres, who gets
better every time he walks on the field. He
is the county’s top hitter, with an incredible
.700 plus batting average. Also, swinging
hot bats lately are Joe Bartlinski (Excellent
on the hill as well), Mike DeJoy, frosh Joe
Bongiorno, Jared Mundy, Kyle Blum, Joe
Tarallo, Billy “Babe” Wanko, Tom
Szatkowski. Look for the Guvs to vie for the
CJ Group I championship.
Cardinal McCarrick (11-8) Eagles’
coach Frank Notaro has received plenty of
offensive pop recently from Bett Romer,
Nick Barruso, Justin Martinez and Brian
Anderson.
Sayreville (10-11) Blue & Gray mentor, Mike Novak has lots of sluggers on his
roster this season. Recently making their
mark were soph sensation, Nick Ruszala,
Dave Donner, Rhett Fischer, The Woods
twins, Bobby and Billy, Mike Klauder, and
Ed Goldmann.
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By Tom Burkard

Softball
Sayreville (18-2) The Bombers under
rookie Coach DeLucia, have one of the best
lineups in the county, as well as perhaps the
greatest softball pitcher in Sayreville War
Memorial High School history. Jessica
Nicola leads the talented Sayreville squad,
and has been tearing the cover off the ball all
season, and keeps getting better (If that’s
possible) each time out. Also contributing
recently at the plate are Chrissy DeLeto,
Caitlyn Moskwa, Michelle Makowski,
Stephanie Zrebiec, Kim Butler, Liz
Montemurra and Megan Mazur. Amanda
Olender has emerged as one of the premier
pitchers in Middlesex County, and averages
double figures in strikeouts, almost every
time she’s on the mound. Amanda is also a
fine hitter.
South Amboy (11-7) Coach George
Gundrum’s Lady Guvs have had a pretty
exciting season thus far, and thanks to the
recent slugging of Nicole Scarillo, Katey
Charmello, Brianna Septor, Sarah O’Connor,
the Purple & Gold have a shot at advancing
past the first round in CJ Group I. Freshman
Casey Jukus, and Amanda Parsons have led
the pitching corps.
Cardinal McCarrick (4-11) The Lady
Eagles of Coach Rich Geisheimer have had
a tough season. Amy Pacansky has been the
top-hitter since Opening Day, and has had
some help recently from Cassie McCarter,
and Rosy Diaz. Frosh Jessica Costa and Jill
Scenna are the best pitchers on the club.

Boys Tennis
Sayreville (6-13 ) Top players recentlySingles-Andrew Musyoka, Paul Ratajczyk,
Marcus Allen, and doubles Chris CesareJohn Koffler; Albert Arigorat-Ravi Dharia.
South Amboy (0-10) The doubles team
of Suraj Rama-Donatas Zvirblis won a match
recently.

Boys Golf
Sayreville (6-6) Joe Ciocci has been the
#1 golfer all season, finishing in 1st place 4
times, and is followed by Justin Linder,
Kelly Reilly, Pete Siarkiewicz, Andrew
Siarkiewicz.
Cardinal McCarrick (5-8-1) #1 golfer,
Frank Greco has been outstanding, finishing
1st place 10 out of 12 matches with one tie
for first. Sam Howarth and Pat Leonard are
the number 2 and 3 golfers.

Girls Track
Sayreville (4-1) Recent top performers:
Priscilla Senya, Chantel King, Caitlin
Wriolie, Heather Miara, Cameo Coleman,
Maryanne Boulton, Meg Miller, Lynn
Mayer, Holly Miara, Suanette Rios.

Boys Track
Sayreville (4-2) Top performers recently
have been Shaune Thomas, Aaron
Ampaabeng, Gerard Green, Michael Knight,
Ryan Reed, Pedro Morales, Greg Flakker,
Cameron Nieves, Peter Piatek, Dan
Narkiewicz.

Pawlowski Is Bears
Standout
Adam Pawlowski, has been one of the
top bowlers in Middlesex County, as well as
a standout baseball player for East
Brunswick High School. He is the grandson of South Amboy’s Alex and Betty
Pawlowski.

Beninato Tops In
Marathon
Sayreville native and former Bombers’
cross country and track star, Toni Beninato,
24, was the top female finisher in the Boston
Marathon from New Jersey. She finished
the race in 3:13:38, and was #171 overall in
the women’s division.
Toni ran cross country and track while

The talented Sayreville Bombers softball team, the best squad in Middlesex County, and cochampions of the Red Division pose for a group photo before a recent contest. Sayreville,
seeded #1 in the GMCT, won its opener, 16-0 over Mother Seton on an unbelievable perfect
game by ace pitcher, Amanda Olender. (Photo by Brian Stratton)

Guvs Sweep Eagles
The South Amboy Governors swept the
City Series from Cardinal McCarrick, 10-0,
behind a beautiful 5-inning, 10 strikeout, 1hitter by Brian Seres. The Purple & Gold
received plenty of slugging from Jared
Mundy who blasted a single and triple, and
had 2 RBI, Mike DeJoy who ripped a single
and double, and drove in 2 runs, Joe Tarallo
who laced 3 singles, Tom Szatkowski and
Kyle Blum who added a double apiece.
Earlier in the season, SA won a real thriller,
5-3 in 8 innings over McCarrick.

Klimchak Breaks
Record
Lacrosse player, Bryan Klimchak,
eclipsed Montclair State University’s single
season goal scoring mark of 53, when he
scored 5 goals in a 12-11 win over Richard
Stockton University. Klimchak, a soph
attackman, finished the year with 64 goals
(88 in his career), adding 6 in MSU’s loss in
the finals to Villa Julie College, of Maryland. Bryan helped the Red Hawks receive
Knickerbocker and ECAC playoff berths.
He has been added to the All-American
watch list for 2007-Division 3. Bryan’s
father, Mike was a fine athlete for St. Mary’s
in the ‘70’s. Congratulations!

Sportsmanship
Honorees
The GMC honored the following local
athletes with
Sportsmanship Awards: South AmboySarah O’Connor, Tom Szatkowski; Cardinal McCarrick-Rosaly Diaz, Alexis Batista;
Sayreville-Lauren Bednarz, Michael
Velardi. Congratulations!

Lady Eagles Shock SA

South Amboy’s baseball coach, Dennis
Bourgeau (l), and Perth Amboy Tech’s head
coach, Ernie Read (r), exchange pleasantries
prior to their baseball game at Waterfront
Park. Read, a ’68 Hoffman graduate, and
fine baseball player, has coached varsity
baseball for 22 years, the last 20 at PA Tech.
His career mark as of late April was (207210), and he skippered Gold Division champs
in ’92, and State Vocational School
champions in 1996. Congratulations, Ernie!
(Photo by Tom Burkard)

Colts Sign Hoyte
Former Sayreville High School, and
Notre Dame University great, Brandon
Hoyte signed a contract as an unrestricted
Free Agent with the Indianapolis Colts NFL
club. The Colts had the best record in the
NFL last season. Hoyte, a 6-foot, 236 pound
linebacker was spectacular with “The
Fightin’ Irish” last year, and locals can’t
wait to see him during the 2006 pro football
season. He is the first Sayreville resident to
sign with an NFL team. Congratulations!

Amy Pacansky blasted a 2-run double
in the top of the 4th inning to break a 3-3 tie,
to lead Cardinal McCarrick to a major upset
over South Amboy, 8-3 in girls softball
action. Pacansky finished 2-for-4 with 3
runs scored to lead the Blue & Gold. Danielle
Lussier was 1-for-3 with 3 RBI, and Lauren
Puk went 2-for-4 with an RBI. Brooke
Biloholowski made a sensational diving
catch and fired a perfect strike to first base to
turn a double play. Jessica Costa was the
winning pitcher striking out 4, while allowing 7 hits. Sarah O’Connor excelled for SA,
by going 3-for-4 with a two-bagger.

Blue & Grey
Baseball Camp
The 5th Annual Blue & Grey Baseball
Camp will be held at Sayreville War Memorial High School July 24-28, 9 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Sayreville HS baseball staff is the instructors for the week. For more info, call Coach
Mike Novak 732-887-5881 or by e-mail at
mnovak@sayrevillek12.net.

Sayreville Superstars-Amanda Olender (l)
one of the top pitchers in Bombers’ history,
and Jessica Nicola (r), one of the finest
hitters of all-time in Sayreville softball. (Photo
by Brian Stratton)
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LOCAL SPORTS MEMORY MACHINE
By Tom Burkard

From The Youth League Archives
Glory Days In
Local Sports

The 1969 Knights of Columbus Little Fellas League team had some very talented future
players on its roster. Pictured top row (l-r) Vincent DeFillipo, Jerry McAndrew, Kevin O’Brien,
Mike DeJoy, John Miller, John Connors, Bob Stratton, Frank Cheeseman, Tim Connor.
Bottom row (l-r) Ed Foley, Mark DeFillipo, Bob Bulman, Bill Croddick, ?, Tom Rogers, Mike
Connor, ? (Photo courtesy of Tim Connor, and Mr. & Mrs. Tom Connor)

All-Time Youth League Register
The following is a list of all the managers, coaches and players who were members
of the Independence Fire Company’s Babe
Ruth League baseball team in South Amboy.
If we omitted anyone, please let us know.
Managers-Harold Dennen Sr., Ed
Flannery Sr., Bob Munck Sr., Jim Nemeth
Sr., Tom Reilly, Mike Toth; Coaches-Al
D’Agostino Sr., Harold Dennen Sr., Harold
McLaughlin Jr., John Muller, Ray Vasquez;
Players-Ray Akerman, Ken Bagala, Fred
Beaudry, Jack Bloodgood, Ken Booker,
Dennis Bratus, Bob Bulman, John Connors,
Jay Conti, John “Skippy” Costanzo, Joe
Curran, John Dennen, Tom Diem, Roy
Dragotta Jr., Jerry Drill, Ray Drill, Mark
Dudley, Rich Garcia, Joe Garvey, Greg
Gasiewski, Tom Geant, Joe Harrigan, Bill
Hegedus, Fred Henry, George Hubbs, Tony
Januszewski, Ray Kaminski, Ron Keegan,
Joe Kolakowski, George Komosinski, Dan
Kudelka, Burk Lambertson, Bill
Maliszewski, Gerard Marrone, Joe
McCarthy, Pat McDonough, George Morgan, Ron Morgan, Tom Mulcahy, John
Mulez, Daryl Munck, Glenn Munck, John
Munck, Mike Munck, Dennis Nardone, Bob
Nemeth, Carl Nemeth, Kevin Nemeth, Jim

Kurzawa Was Super
in ’70
Larry Kurzawa, had a phenomenal season in 1970 for the Hoffman Governors,
finishing with a super .491 batting average,
and was a 1st team All-Sentinel (predecessor of The Suburban) selection. Normally a
third baseman, he was moved to first base in
his senior year, where he started the first 14
games. Larry was pressed into action as a
catcher for the final 5 contests, and turned in
a solid performance. Kurzawa also finished
(2-2) as a pitcher in ’70.
In 1970, legendary coach, John
Zdanewicz said that, “He is the best hitter I
had in the last 10 years.”

Nemeth Jr., Sam Nemeth, Mark Norek, Tom
O’Leary, Jim O’Rourke, John D. O’Toole,
Bob Poetsch, Frank Prasnal Jr., Phil Rainone,
Tom Reilly, Bruce Richmond Jr., Ed Schaber
Sr., Wilbur Schmidt Jr., Bill Schwarick,
Rich Servis, Mike Shannon, John “Skeets”
Skarzynski Jr., George Stader, Jeff St.
Amour, John Stefanski, Larry Stratton, Tom
Szaro, Mike Toth, Al “Allie” Ust, John
Vona, Ken Wahler, Mark Wahler, Jeff Wall,
Pete Waters, John Welsh, Jeff Wilusz, Steve
Witkowski, Dennis Wood, Bill “Monk”
Wozniak, Jim Wurth.

35 Years AgoEagles Baseball Team
1971-The St. Mary’s Eagles talented
varsity baseball club finished an outstanding (15-6) under head coach, Tom Otto, and
assistant coach, Brian George. The players
were: Co-Captains Dave Wisniewski and
Bob Miller, Tom Boychuk, Jim Shannon,
Mike Luczkow, Wally Binkowski, Jim
Phillips (Old Bridge Mayor), Danny
MacKay, Kevin Loftus, Dave Keenan, John
D. O’Toole, Ken Stockton, Joe Belmonte,
Leroy Kurtz, Jeff St. Amour, Dennis Carey,
Gary Rojek, Mike Grabko, G. Buckalew,
Andy Liyana, Ernie Casteraro, Frank “Skip”
Minnick, Ed Windas, G. Shelko, and manager J. Kruszewski.

40 Years Ago
1966-All County Baseball selections
for “The Evening News” were: 1st TeamP-Costy Pawlowski-Sayreville and Charles
Lynch-Sayreville; 3B-George ArmstrongSayreville. 2nd Team-OF-Dale KurowskySayreville and Billy Clayton-Hoffman; PCurt Wood-Hoffman.

50 Years Ago
1956-All State baseball selections were:
1st Team Group II-P-Bob “Whitey”
Witkowski; 3rd Team Group II-1B-Ron
Kuran.

1948-St. Mary’s baseball
team pounded Woodbridge, 113 in the 2nd round of the MCT.
Johnny O’Brien had a single,
double, and blasted a 410-foot
home run, and twin brother
Eddie drilled 3 hits to support
winning pitcher, Ray Stockton, who fired a
6-hitter. 1956-Sayreville toped Jamesburg,
7-2 behind a strong game from winning
pitcher, Bob “Whitey” Witkowski. 1964Hoffman defeated Croydon Hall in baseball
action, 6-2. Winning pitcher Joe Zailski
tossed a 6-hitter. Frank Jankowski belted a
single and double, and Billy Clayton stroked
2 hits. 1975-St. Mary’s girls cross country
team won its first meet of the season over St.
John Vianney, 19-36. Mary Jane Briody
finished first place in 12:30, followed by
Nancy Flannery 2nd, Brigid Curran 3rd,
Judy Flannery 4th, and Debbie Fitzpatrick
9th place. 1980-Madison Central beat
Sayreville, 9-7, despite Doug Haley’s 2 RBI.
1997-Sayreville girls’ softball team stopped
South Brunswick, 7-3. Lori Armstrong and
Rene Hode went 2-for 3 and had 3 RBI each.
2000-South Amboy girls softball team pulverized Piscataway Tech, 19-2. Regan Rone
and Lisa McCarthy both unloaded triples in
support of winning pitcher Jess Bartlinski.

T.H.E.
Game
By Tom Burkard

Year-1974
Sport-Baseball
Teams-Hoffman (4-1) vs. St. Mary’s (1-4)
in the City Series.
Recap-With the score tied 0-0 in the 6th
inning and 2 outs, Jim McSorley walked,
and an error on John D. O’Toole’s long fly
ball to left field, put Eagle runners on first
and second. Kevin Davies drilled a clutch,
2-run single to give the Saints a thrilling 20 victory over the Guvs. Ray Scupp pitched
a brilliant 2-hitter, and struck out 3.
MVP’s-Ray Scupp and Kevin Davies.

1975-Tim Connor (l) receives a Most Valuable
Player trophy from New York Yankees’ Roy
White, at the South Amboy Babe Ruth League
Banquet. (Photo courtesy of Mr. & Mrs. Tom
Connor)

Diamond Dust
1956-South Amboy Little League Playoffs-P.B.A. 11 Hollywood Sales 2. Winning pitcher Dave Inman pounded 4 hits
including a home run, and teammate Richie
McCloud also hit a HR. Jack Seaman got 3
hits for the salesmen. 1964-South Amboy
Little Fellas League-Lions defeated Progressive behind winning pitcher, Walter
Peterson, who struck out 12. 1971 SA Little
Fellas-Weiss 6 Enterprise 1. WP-George
Bongiorno fired a 1-hitter, struck out 16, and
belted a solo home run. 1972-South Amboy
Babe Ruth League-Independence 6 Raritan
River 1. Joe Kolakowski unloaded a long
home run. 1974-SA Little Fellas-English
Chevron 7 Enterprise 6. Greg Seres blasted
a 3-run homer, and Chris Martin stroked 2
hits for the winners. Tom O’Connor ripped
3 hits for the firemen. 1978-SA Little FellasK of C 4 Protection 3. Winning pitcher,
Jimmy Beshada got 3 hits.
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Yankee Trivia Test For The True Fans
Match The Players’ Real Names
By Tom Burkard

1.__ Allie Clark
a. Russell
2.__ Sparky Lyle
b. Jerry
3.__ Dooley Womack
c. John William
4.__ Bud Daley
d. Bill
5.__ Bucky Dent
e. Truman
6.__ Moose Skowron
f. Leavitt
7.__ Jay Johnstone
g. Albert
8.__ Goose Gossage
h. Horace
9.__Tex Clevenger
i. Rich
10._ Jake Gibbs
j. Alfred Aloysius
11._ Hank Bauer
k. Rinold
12._ Ryne Duren
l. Vernon
13._ Yogi Berra
m. Robert
14._ Babe Ruth
n. Henry Albert
15._ Lefty Grove
o. Ed
16._ Whitey Ford
p. Lawrence
17._ Red Rolfe
q. George
18._ Mickey Rivers
r. Carroll
19._ Chris Chambliss
s. Henry Louis
20._ Doc Gooden
t. John Milton
21._ Lou Gehrig
u. Charles
22._ Casey Stengel
v. Edward
23._ Mickey Klutts
w. Dwight
24._ Chuck Knoblauch
x. Alfred Manuel
25._ Fritz Peterson
y. Fred
26._ Billy Martin
z. Gene
27._ Catfish Hunte
aa. James
Answers
1j 2g 3h 4f 5a 6d 7c 8i 9e 10b 11n 12k 13p 14q 15l 16o 17m 18t 19r 20w 21s 22u 23z
24v 25y 26x 27aa.
*If you got 15 or more correct (no peeking at the answers), you are a true Yankee
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Confessions of a South Amboy-Half-Court
Basketball Player
Part 5: The Second Greatest Game
Ever Played Up The Tank
The second greatest game ever played
at the tank had nothing to do with the actual
outcome of the game, proficiency of the
players, or things like championships, number of points scored or anything that people
usually attribute to a game being called
great. It was great because of a simple
phrase exchanged between two brothers that
are still repeated to this day on all the playgrounds and courts in town.
Not only has this expression stayed
dear in the minds and hearts of the players
and observers who were lucky enough to be
there, but I daresay, it has become part of the
collective unconscious of the whole town
and for sure, working vocabulary of town
ball players since the game was played that
overcast and chilly afternoon so many, many
years ago
Just as on other days that are destined to
become legend, this day seemed the most
ordinary of days at the start. Yes, it was a
busy day at the tank, but that was normal.
However, there were two unusual ingredients that now, in retrospect, were very vital
to the unfolding of the momentous event
that was to occur:
There were so many players that day
that there were four players on a team instead of the normal three on three, that
situation made it much harder for everyone
to be involved without some form of misplay
caused by the crowded court conditions, and
a misplay is what directly let to the famous
verbal exchange.
There were two brothers playing on the
same team. Two brothers on the same team
always made for a very bumpy ride, because
brothers are so much harder on each other
than they would be on others. Just ask
anybody who ever played with Jerry, Ducky,
Neil, Brian, and Gee-Gare Flanagan; John,
Pat, Jimmy, and Joe Mullane; the
Gomminger, Deutsch, Jarusicewicz, Dill,

and Bloodgood brothers, Pinger and Jim
Phillips, Dennis, Bruce, and Poetsch, Johnny
and Ed Paczkowski, Eddie, John, and Henny
Conroy, Jerry, Jackie and Billy Connors,
Tommy and Franny Fitzmorris, Jack and
Brian Kreiger, George, Jimmy and Teddy
Reick, even though I didn’t know them, I’ll
bet the O’Brien Twins, and of course, Box,
Tommy, and Lefty Zebro. It bothers me that
I may have left out some other brother
combinations that I shouldn’t have, but these
are the ones that most readily come to my
mind from this era.
On to the event itself.
So there we were down at the playground end of the tank, hazy day, four on
four, crowded day. I was on offense because
the whole scene played out directly in front
of me, and thank God I was because if I was
on defense my back would have been turned
on what was to be history in the making.
All of a sudden it began to happen. The
ball was in bounded. One brother passed the
ball to the other; the brother who received
the ball then tried to make a return pass to the
other and threw it out of bounds.
Sensing he was going to be lambasted
by his older brother for his miscue, he defensively pined the excuse that began the sequence of a phrase that will last in the
playground as long as players play South
Amboy half court basketball. He spit out the
words in the intense, angry, loud, ungrammatical, uncouth vocabulary of the playground,..
“I tought you was cutting!”
To which the older brother replied,
“Don’t tink!”
And everything stopped for a moment.
We didn’t know at the time that we were
witnessing a part of history, but we all smiled,
looked at each other in the eye, looked at the
brothers and felt glad to be up the tank, and
continued to play. But that seven word
exchange has outlived all other events at the
tank, and I will venture to say has become

South Amboy High School slugger, Billy “Babe” Wanko (l) during recent batting practice
before a Governors game at Waterfront Park. Wanko (r), who works for Sciortino’s Harbor
Lights in South Amboy, jokingly practices his throwing form with some rolled-up pizza
dough in the kitchen.
Owner Lou Seminski gave the teenager the nickname “Babe,” “Because when I saw him
playing one game, he hit a home run,
and also wore number 3 like Babe Ruth. I also noticed he had a certain gait to his home
run trot, and I nicknamed him Billy “Babe.”
Wanko said, “I love the nickname. Babe Ruth is one of my favorite players. I read a couple
of books about him.” (Photos/Caption by Tom Burkard)

the most remembered, most repeated, most
beloved expression in all the great lore of
South Amboy sports history. Of course,
in the official history of South Amboy sports
other milestones and accomplishments such
as: girls and boys high school championships, major league baseball champions,
individual achievements, dramatic last second heroics and gaffs, and a myriad number
of other sports memories are all honored
with the respect they rightfully deserve.
But, in truth, all towns have those kinds
of things to some degree, and even though
our town with its small size and relatively
small population has accomplished so much
athletically, only one town can brag of sports
environment creating and giving to the world
such a philosophical and pragmatic nugget
as: “I tought you was cutting!” “Don’t
tink!”
Next time: Lopy’s Hook Shot
Until then,”Line Up For Wind Sprints”
The Ghost

”Art” Valentino of the Sayreville American
Legion Post 211 is shown standing outside
of a Sayreville business, selling poppies as
a Memorial Day fundraiser for the veterans,
and reading his favorite local newspaper,
The SA Times. “I love this newspaper,” he
said. (Photo by Tom Burkard)
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WWW.?
LETTERS

Does this look familiar to you? It’s an easy one. Let us know your answer by sending an email to:satimes@aol.com. (Photo by Tom Burkard)

Last Month’s Winners
The following readers correctly identified last month’s picture as Jag’s White
Eagle Tavern, or simply the White Eagle
Tavern: Estelle Pluskota, W. Tom Kross,
Mary Ann Matarangolo, Jason Michalsky,
Pamela Rock, Donna Richmond, Donna
Lyons, Billy Wagner, John “Butterball”
Prusakowski, Mora McClain, Alexandra
Medvetz, Joe “Sam” Madeline, Diana
Leveille, Louis Usa, Joann Parente, Paul
Ludlow, Kitty Bowers, Don Zrebiec, Dorothy Kawalec Zarzyczny, Jim Heim. Congratulations to all of the WWW.? winners!
Don Zrebiec said that, “My father once
told me that the other side of this building
once housed the White Eagle Bakery.”

Dorothy Kawalec Zarzyczny said that the
“White Eagle Tavern was originally by my
grandparents Anthony and Frances
Halasiewicz.” Former South Amboy resident, Jim Heim of Spring, TX. recalled the
White Eagle Tavern, “I remember many
years ago on the other side of the tavern was
a baker shop. It had the best bread made
around. I also remember sitting on the steps
of the baker shop drinking soda and eating
cookies from the bake shop.
*Note: Jag’s White Eagle Tavern was
recently completely demolished, and the lot
that it was on, at least for now, is totally
vacant.

Dear Tom,
There is no way I am going to miss a
single issue of The South Amboy-Sayreville
Times, so I am rushing my check up to you.
Connie and I were in NJ recently, and although it was a relatively brief 4-day stay,
we had a free afternoon and drove to South
Amboy to see what has changed. It was a
revelation.
Many people have improved their
homes, Broadway is looking far better than
I remember about 4 years ago, and I was
overwhelmed by the building that has taken
place along the waterfront. It is a shame that
the ferry did not make it, but I hear that more
construction will take place in the area that
was formerly the Jersey Central Power plant.
More importantly, I continually look
forward to receiving your wonderful newspaper. It is delightfully refreshing to see
mostly “happy” news in a newspaper. The
exception is the obituary listing, but they are
a necessity, and likely fall into the category
that includes, “most read.”
Hat’s off to you for personalizing many
of the more notable people who have passed
on. Since we rarely get to New Jersey,
reading The Times allows me to keep in
touch with all that happens, and you do a
great job! Keep the good news flowing!
Warmest Personal Regards,
Ron Kukulski
(Formerly of South Amboy)
Florida
Publisher of
Florida New Homes & Condo Guide/
Classified Sales Manager,
South Florida Sun-Sentinel Newspaper
Hi Tom,
Renew me for another year of exciting
South Amboy news. Great job!
Ellen Evanoff - Arizona
(Formerly of South Amboy)

Hi Tom,
Thanks for the articles in The South
Amboy-Sayreville Times. What a great
publication you put out! I was saddened to
hear Joe Vigilante died. I liked what you
printed concerning when you played ball
with him. I remember when I played for
Laurel Park Little League. We were playing
his team in an All-Star game and he struck
me out. I didn’t even see the ball.
I’ve wondered how the Croddick brothers are, Dan Paone, Doug Buckalew, Nick
Charmello, Jim Keegan, my catcher Allie
Clark, Pete Dobrzynski, Ed Mancini. We
had some fun back then.
I can’t believe the VAST Archives of
information you have and print in your paper! It’s super!
Dennis Yanoski
(Formerly of South Amboy)

Rich Keich of South Amboy, owner of the
Reliable Rich business cuts down a 100-year
old, 15-foot pear tree in South Amboy.
Reliable Rich does all types of cleanups,
repairs, etc. See his ad each month on page
14. (Photo by Tom Burkard)
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Honor Roll Third
Marking Period
2005-2006

Brian McLaughlin (l) is shown receiving his ceremonial jewel of office as Past Faithful
Navigator of the Msgr. John F. Brady Assembly of South Amboy, Knights of Columbus, from
George French, whom he preceded.

Concert At Sayreville Sayreville Facts
The Cultural Arts Council of the Borough of Sayreville will present a concert by
the James Dean Band at the Senior Center,
Main St., Sayreville on Thursday, June 1 at
7:30 p.m. Admission is FREE with light
refreshments. All ages are welcome. For
more info call 732-613-0049.

40 Year Reunion

Did you know that the first Sayreville
Free Public Library was located at 66 Main
Street for 27 years? In 1958, the site moved
to larger quarters in the Borough Hall. The
current Sayreville Library opened its doors
for the first time on August 1, 1971. The
first librarians were as follows: Bernadine
Dolan, Frances Butler, Ella Boehm, Charlotte Popp, Marie Fedor, and Rita Vona.

St. Mary’s High School Class of ’66 is
planning a 40-Year Reunion. The Blue &
Gold is looking for graduates for the event.
For more info, call 732-291-5038.

HAPPY FATHER’S DAY

Honor Roll of Distinction
6-1 Taylor Bernosky, Michael Gualtieri,
Tiffany Shaw, Tyler Simko, 6-2 Katie Lyn
Roberts 6-3 Jonathan Bloodgood, Robert
Burns, Jesse Flynn , 6-4 Brandon Russell,
Haley Starek, 5-2 Marvi Boyce 4-1 DeLenn
Gnizdowski, Sabrina Myers, Jennell Webber,
4-2 Jessica Brinkerhoff 4-4 Natalie
Ghigliotty, Erik Hillebrant, Shannon
McCleery, Honor Roll 6-1 Bree Bernosky,
Stephen DeLeo, Christopher DelPrete,
Monique Javelosa, Amanda Ortega, Nicole
Poggioli, Megan Przybylski, Anthony
Quispe, Michael Ramirez, 6-2 Gina
Bongiorno, Peter Byrne, Megan Jackson,
Gareth Januzzi, Luke McNally, Kathleen
Metcalf, Vishal Rama, Marisa Reigle, Narissa
Richie, Anna Shemchuk, 6-3 Nicholas
Bellanich, Sara DavenPort, Alisha Hendricks,
Ashley Hunecke, Lydia Romero, Ryan Trapp
6-4 Robert Bartlinski, Ashley Cox, Efren
Escareno, Amanda Tackman, Jillian
Buckalew, Patricia Cruz, Luke Gremza, Scott
MacConnell, Matthew Radon, Richard
Schnyderite, Michael Zammit, 5-1 Nicole
Burns, Oluwasegun Adagbo, Sarah Doyle,
Brandon Gray, Breanna Hathcock, Rebecca
Koy, David Lopez, Alexandria Romero,
Megan Varga, 5-2 Ryan Loud, Anna Lyons,
Kaite Makar, Klaudia Maslowska, Alex
Olivares, Danielle Skorupa, Alexander Van
Reek, Kristen Wanko, 5-3 Elton Cheng, Jet
Manzi, Zachary Schmidt, 4-1 Stephen Clark,
Heather Kelleman, Daniel Murphy, Jayme
Reid, Sarah Wells, 4-2 Ashley Buczek, Cody
Davis, Ivonne Escareno, William Gonzales,
Catherine Kosakowska, Rolando Reneau, 43 Courtney Buell, Marvin DeAusen, Scott
Kwiatek, Anthony LaVigne, John O’Connor,
Christine Rathbun, Courtney Tooker, 4-4
Katrina Cruz, Joanne Joks, Komal Naqvi

Military News
Air National Guard Airman 1st Class
Robert G. Matthews of South Amboy is
currently stationed overseas at a forwardoperating location in support of Operation
Iraqi Freedom. He is a crew chief regularly
assigned to the 177th Fighter Wing, Atlantic City. Robert is a graduate of Hoffman
High School. His parents are Robert and
Betty Matthews of South Amboy.
Airman Michael McCabe Jr. graduated from basic training at Lackland AFB,
San Antonio, TX on April 7. He is currently stationed at Lackland AFB studying
Law Enforcement. He is the son of Michael
McCabe Sr. of South Amboy and Dorothy
Spencer of Binghampton, NY.
Army National Guard Sgt. Fabian C.
Carrazana has returned to the U.S. from
participating in Operation Enduring Freedom. He is a military police member
assigned to the 112th Military Police Company, Morristown. Fabian is a ’99 graduate
of Sayreville War Memorial High School.
He is the son of Frank and Ada Sebasco of
Sayreville.
Alexander D. Weiler, a 2005 graduate
of Sayreville War Memorial High School
recently graduated from basic training at
Lackland AFB, San Antonio, TX. He is the
son of Alexander Weiler of Old Bridge.

Bowlers Sought
A group of men and women ages 5588, who love to bowl are seeking more
bowlers. Bowling takes place on Friday
mornings at Strathmore Lanes in Matawan.
This is not a league, (no pressure bowling)
just people who show up and enjoy each
others company. There are currently about
30 bowlers from the local communities,
and there is always room for more. The
group has coffee and goodies every Fri.
Cost is $7 for 3 games. For more info,
contact
Leo
Mozolic
at
leomozolic@aol.com.

South Amboy resident and former councilman, Ken Rogers recently vacationed in Georgia,
and wishes to share this photo and information with our SA Times readers. The photo was
taken of Ken at the Andersonville, GA National Historic site, where a Civil War prison was
located, and Ken tells us that “During the 14 months the prison existed, more than 45,000
Union soldiers were confined there. Of these, almost 13,000 died from disease, poor
sanitation, malnutrition, overcrowding or exposure to the elements. 236 were from New
Jersey.”
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The Buzz On Broadway

The fourth grade students from the Samsel Upper Elementary School paid tribute to former
soldiers and current Marines on Thursday, March 30, 2006. They sang the Marine Corps
Anthem (all three verses!) and “Before You Go”, a tribute to Veterans of WWII. Mike
Gawron(r) is pictured with his dad, Al Gawron(l), who brought a WWII jeep for the children
to see.

Home Town Hero In Iraq
I recently received a letter from Will
and Marsha Connor, the parents of Navy
Lieutenant Patrick Kelly Connor, telling me
of the upcoming dedication of a Veteran’s
Administration Conference Center in Syracuse, NY. The conference center was being
dedicated to the memory of their son Patrick,
who had been killed in action on February 2,
1991 during the first Gulf War. Patrick was
not only a fellow Naval Aviator, but he was
also my roommate and best friend. I wrote
back to Will and Marsha about their son’s
impact on those fortunate enough to have
served with him and I was honored that they
chose to include my letter in the dedication
events.
They included with their letter comments from former Navy Secretary John
Lehman and current US Pacific Forces Commander Admiral William Fallon. Secretary
Lehman was also a Navy reservist assigned
to Patrick’s squadron and ADM Fallon was
Patrick’s Carrier Air Wing Commander
during the Gulf War. Secretary Lehman
wrote that “the greatest courage among heroes is not the instinctive valor on the battlefield but the conscious choice when alternatives are available, to seek leadership at the
point of the spear. This is what Patrick
chose.” I can particularly relate to John
Lehman’s comment about “conscious choice
when alternatives are available, to seek leadership at the point of the spear.” Patrick’s
leadership always had an influence on me
and in fact, I would not be here today, doing
what I am doing, had it not been for Pat.† I
can still remember the day I got the news
that an A-6 Intruder had gone down off the
USS Theodore Roosevelt (TR). I was on the
USS America in the Red Sea and I had just
come back from a mission over Baghdad. I
immediately felt that horrible feeling that
you get in your heart and gut when you have
just learned terrible news. Without knowing any details of the aircraft’s downing or
who the crew was, I just knew that somehow
it was Patrick. Later that day, I got confirmation from our Intel that it was indeed
Pat.† We were planning our next day’s strike
mission and my skipper pulled me out of the
room and asked me how I was doing and if
I wanted to take a day or two off. I distinctly
remember asking myself, “What would Pat
have done?” The answer was simple, I had
made a “conscious decision to lead at the
point of spear,” and leaders don’t turn away
from those responsibilities. I did what Naval
Aviators are trained to do - I “compartmentalized” and put my grief and anger in a box
and closed the lid - I would deal with it later.
I helped plan and then flew that next mission
and many more.
When the USS America transited from
the Red Sea to the Gulf, I flew over to the TR
to meet with Pat’s CO and squadron mates
and it was clear that he had the same effect
on them as well. In fact, when I saw ADM
Fallon in Guantanamo some fourteen years
later, he walking fairly quickly with a large
entourage, including my Commanding General at the time. When I spoke with him, I
knew he may not remember me from so long
ago, but when I mentioned Pat’s mission
call-sign, “Heartless 521” he stopped dead
in his tracks and even though he was running

behind schedule, we stepped away from his
entourage and chatted for a few minutes. I
later apologized to my Commanding General for interrupting, but he said not to worry
and that as he and ADM Fallon got in the
vehicle to leave he told Major General Hood
that he wished he had more time to talk with
me and recounted the downing of Pat’s A-6
Intruder off the coast of Kuwait fourteen
years earlier. Now fifteen years later, Pat
still has that effect on us. I have no doubt that
had Pat not left us early, he would have had
a brilliant Navy career if he so chose. He no
doubt would have commanded a squadron
and an eventually and air wing. Pat had what
it takes to make it to the top of the military
ranks. In the days following the tragic
events of September 11th, I thought back to
Pat and what he would have done in my
situation - having left military service completely four years earlier. Again, the answer
was simple - leaders lead from the point of
the spear. To use an aviator’s term, I would
“pitch back into the fight.” I would find a
way to get here to Baghdad. I often think
about Pat’s sacrifice on that February day
and how this fight today is somehow an
extension of the battle we waged 15 years
ago for the freedom of Kuwait. Pat’s parents
shared with me one of his last letters home
in which he wrote about one of his missions,
“It was as if the whole country was burning.
. . .Witnessing such devastation from a little
cocoon so high and isolated from it all, with
the millions of beautiful stars above completing the panorama, was surreal in its
incongruence. I felt a heavy feeling of sadness for the poor people below, enemies or
not, who had to endure what must be a living
hell all because of one despot.” I’m sure Pat
would be here with me as we try to bring
freedom, liberty and a better way of life to
Iraq. Actually, the more I think about it, Pat
is here with me - a wingman in spirit.
Secretary Lehman wrote, “Aristotle said
that the deeds of great men never die. Patrick
lives on today not only in the hearts of his
family but in the inspiration that his example
continues to provide to his friends and his
successors in naval aviation and all those
who value freedom.” In about a month’s
time, we as a nation will celebrate the national holiday of Memorial Day. For many
it is the unofficial beginning of the summer
season. Picnics, barbeques, beach trips and
other fun events will be planned. Across the
nation, many towns and cities will hold
parades to honor the fallen. I would ask that
you take time out of your busy schedules
and walk out to the street corner when the
parade comes by. Bring your family and
friends with you, especially children. Take
off your hat if you are wearing one and hold
it over your heart to honor those who have
fallen in defense of freedom, because it is
often said that in remembering its fallen
warriors, a nation rekindles their virtues in
successive generations.
Thank you and may God bless you,
your families and the United States of
America.
Humbly yours,
Jack O’Connell
MAJ USAF

Welcome Back! The return of two of
SAs newest residents, Anna & Jerry
Voorhees, back to their restaurant, Jules, is
one of the brighter revivals on Broadway.
After solving a whole battery of problems,
Jules is quickly becoming one of the most
popular downtown dining spots. Everyone
wishes Anna & Jerry success for many years
to come.
Here’s Looking At You. SAMS
launched our visual merchandising program
on May 11. A computer gremlin popped up
at the workshop but our consultant Iola
Harper, soldiered on delivering tips and
hints on better windows and displays. Iola
also had her first meeting with four local
businesses who are looking forward to her
plans to bring in more customers. Let’s see
what happens next month!
Well Worth the Wait. Have a look at
what’s happening at the Polish Video shop
on North Broadway. Aida & Roberto Pinto
who own the building have been working
for months with Polo Engineering to complete a new faÁade. It will be done in a
couple of weeks and you’re sure to be impressed with the transformation of this
Broadway veteran.
More & Better Parking. Everyone has
heard a new 600 space parking deck is on the

way, thanks to the City and New Jersey
Transit. In the meantime, representatives
from SAMS and SABA got together with
the Mayor to create a list of recommendations for better management and control of
parking on and around Broadway. The list
will be presented to City Council in time for
their next meeting. If approved, they will
add to the number of spaces and give residents and customers easier access to our
shops and restaurants.
You Came to The Cabaret. The Board
of South Amboy Main Street thanks everyone who made Cabaret Night at Martini’s
such a great evening. Special thanks go to
Delta Gas for sponsoring the evening and to
all of the businesses and local folks who
donated wonderful gifts for the silent auction. Of course, we mustn’t forget Lou
Kady with his Sinatra Sounds that topped
off a truly special event.
Best Wishes For a Speedy Recovery.
Camille Tooker, one of the leading lights of
SAMS, SANDS and the City is recovering
from major surgery at Robert Wood Johnson
Hospital. Those of us who have worked
with her or just enjoyed her company are so
pleased she’s on the mend. Get well Camille
but don’t rush back to your desk. We’ll be
happy when you’re healthy.

South Amboy Police Department Honor Roll
The following is the South Amboy Police Department’s Honor Roll of deceased
officers. Please take a moment to remember
them. Alex Abbatiello, Robert Berlew,
Lewis Bloodgood, August Charmello, Edward R. Cieslarczyk, Peter Coughlin, John
Gleason, John Duggan, Patrick Ryan, Wil-

Fishing Flashes
By Teo “Weebles” Weber

Salt Water
Fluke season opened up on May 6th with
a good start. Many shorts and a few keepers,
here and there, are the story for the entire
coast. The largest one I heard of so far is
8lbs. There is better fishing here in the Bay
than outside. Striped Bass fishing is good
clamming on the Party Boats and ocean surf.
There are a few Bass at our local beaches but
Bluefish arrived early and quickly took over.
I saw a pile of Blues recently at Cliffwood
Beach. They were 4 to 8 pound fish and
arrived in mid April, which is why the Mackerel run only lasted 3 days. Inshore wreck
fishing is good with lots of Ling, some big
Bluefish and Sea Bass moving in day by
day. Flounder fishing is over after a spotty
season.
Fresh Water
Shad are migrating up the Delaware in
good numbers. Trout stocking is going
strong with stocked streams giving up good
catches statewide. My Wife and I returned
to the Pequest River at the end of April on a
Sunday afternoon to try our luck. I wound up
catching two and she caught her limit of
Rainbows. Bass and Pickerel, and everything else you can catch in fresh water, is
now getting better day-by-day.

liam Schwarick, Robert Kelly, John J.
McCabe, John McCormack, James
McDonald, Edward McKeon, Anton
Maliszewski, Stephen W. Lizik, Raymond
Mundy, Vince O’Connor, Edward O’Leary,
Alex Pavich, John Quain, David Quinlan,
Walter Rogers, Thomas Gleason, William
F. Housman, John Stanton, Bernard J.
Mackiel Jr., Anthony Tarallo, Charles
Travinski, John Troniec, Steven J.
Malkiewicz Jr., Thomas Kvist, Charles Rea.
God Bless them all!

Fireworks Are
Against The Law
In a recent letter to NJ store owners
from Howard Black, Director of Division of
Public Safety and Occupational Safety and
Health, he stated that “sparkler and novelty
items, such as cigarette loads, trick matches,
trick noise makers, smoke grenades, toy
propellants, snaps and pops, poppetts and
champagne poppers as well as firecrackers,
roman candles, rockets, etc. are all ILLEGAL in this state. The only fireworks that
can legally be sold and used in NJ are paper
and plastic caps for toy cap guns. If a
salesperson approaches you, and you have
any doubt, call our office at 609-292-2096.
The law states that the sale or possession of fireworks with intent to sell, is a
crime of the fourth degree. Any person
found guilty of possessing fireworks including sparklers, with the intention of selling
them can be fined up to $7,500 and/or imprisoned up to 18 months. Any person
found using fireworks illegally can be fined
up to $500 and/or imprisoned for up to 30
days.”

Tough Act To Follow!! Beth Haag has been serving customers at the Landmark Tavern &
Café for the past three and a half years on Tuesdays. Beth is shown on the left serving up
the Landmark’s famous Two Fer burgers, with a smile of course! Beth recently earned her
Master of Arts in Education and is employed as an 8th grade teacher at Sayreville Middle
School. Good luck Beth...we will all miss you! (Photos by Brian Stratton)

South Amboy-Sayreville Times

May 27, 2006 25

Sayreville Wins Title

1940-Stanley “Spilka” Pikarsky is pictured racing toward the first touchdown in Sayreville
High School’s football history. Pikarsky had just caught a pass from John Kotarski, and ran
30-yards to the end zone to make Bomber history in the school’s first contest ever against
Keyport. The Blue & Gray lost, 20-6, but Pikarsky’s TD will always be remembered.
Stanley “Spilka” Pikarsky, 81, formerly of Sayreville died on April 25 in Arkansas.
(Photo courtesy of his nephew, Ray Lasko)

On May 12th, the Sayreville Swish girls AAU, 12U, D2 basketball team defeated the Central
Jersey Hawks by a score of 51-42 at Brookdale Community College to capture their first state
championship title. Previously they defeated the HoopZone Gym Ratz, The Jersey Shore
Wildcats and The NJ Sting to bring them to the championship round. The team will be
representing NJ at the AAU National Tournament in Kings Island, Ohio. Each and every girl
contributed to an exciting game. Donations to help defray the costs associated with traveling
to compete at the national level would be greatly appreciated. You can send donations to: PO
Box 11, Sayreville, NJ 08871 or contact Coach John Meyer @ 917-642-7030. Pictured are
bottom (l-r): Shealyn Coyle, Paige Tannenhaus, Clare Brook Collins, Adrianna Macaro and
Shannon Waters. Top (l-r) Coach Terry Drici, Coach Ed Gorczynski, Vicki Drici, Jamie
Williams, Olivia Gorczynski, Alexandra Born, Sydney Ransom and Head Coach John Meyer.

Assemblyman John S. Wisniewski, Freeholder David Crabiel, Mayor John T. O’Leary, South
Amboy’s City Council members, and other distinguished state, county and local officials are
on hand for the groundbreaking of the Main Street bridge project in South Amboy (Photo by
Brian Stratton)

Central NJ Boy Scout Council sponsored an Emergency Preparedness Response, Relief &
Recovery Camporee last month at the Middlesex County Fair Grounds in East Brunswick.
Cub Scout pack 391 from South Amboy was invited to join the Camporee on Saturday April
29, 2006. Pictured (l-r) Boy Scout Thomas Eib & newly graduated Webelos, William
Charmello, Richie Fiehl, Jessie Richter, Frankie Hareslak & 2nd Year Weblo Jack O’Connor
sitting in front of the Coast Guard Rescue Boat.

Shannon Cohoon, a senior at South Amboy High School, recently received a scholarship for
$500 at Raritan Bay Federal Credit Union from John P. Lindson, in loving memory of his wife,
Marian. Congratulations!

DuPont In Parlin
The DuPont Photo Products plant was
established in Parlin in 1912. During World
War I, the plant produced smokeless powder, and when the war ended in 1918, some
of the facilities were converted to manufacture photographic film. In 1920, the plant
served the motion picture film industry,
when the photographic section of DuPont
was built in Parlin. Production of medical
X-ray film began in 1932, packaged X-ray
processing chemicals in ’34, and in the early
‘50’s, began the finishing of graphic arts
products. DuPont became the world’s first
commercial unit to produce polyester photographic film base, which pioneered a new
standard in the photographic industry.
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$10 Million Project
John S. Wisniewski announced today
that the New Jersey Department of Transportation will be providing $10 Million over
the next five years to fund the Main Street
Bypass in the Borough of Sayreville. Joining the Assemblyman were Borough Engineer David Samuel, Council President Thomas Pollando, and Councilmen Dennis
Grobelny, Rory Zach and Stanley Drwal.
“This project is going to improve traffic
not just for the Borough of Sayreville but for
the entire region as well,” said Assemblyman Wisniewski (D-Sayreville). “Anyone
who lives in or commutes through the Borough knows this project is long overdue, and
I thank Commissioner Kolluri and the Department of Transportation for supporting
this vital link in our area’s transportation
infrastructure.”
“It gives me great pleasure to join Assemblyman Wisniewski in announcing the
Department’s commitment to building the
new Main Street Bypass. This project will
bring much-needed relief to residents and
local drivers on Main Street and the immediate neighborhoods in Sayreville. Through
a $2 million allocation, secured through
Assemblyman Wisniewski’s diligent efforts,
the Main Street bypass road will serve as the
primary east/west connector for the borough,” said Kris Kolluri, Commissioner, NJ
Department of Transportation.
In order to provide a long-term solution
to the traffic problems on Main Street, the
Borough’s Circulation Master Plan proposed
the construction of a new roadway to be
located over an existing utility right-of-way
parallel to Main Street. This new three (3)
mile long roadway, which is known as the
Main Street By-Pass, is intended to serve as
the new primary East/West collector road
for the Borough.
“When Rory Zach and I ran for election
last year, we promised to find ways to improve traffic conditions in the Borough.

Main Street Bypass is a key example of our
ability to make good on that promise,” said
Councilman Dennis Grobelny (DSayreville).
“Dennis and I began pushing last year
for the completion of the Main Street Bypass,” said Councilman Rory Zach (DSayreville) “I thank the Department of Transportation for helping make our vision a
reality.”
“Although the Main Street By-Pass
has been contained in the Borough Master
Plan for over twenty (20) years, the inability
of the Borough to finance this project has
prevented its much needed construction from
moving forward,” said Borough Council
President Tom Pollando (D-Sayreville).
“Over the years, the Borough has been successful in having adjacent developers build
portions of the roadway. It’s great that the
Department of Transportation has provided
the much needed funding complete this important project.”

Great Beds
Lighthouse
The Great Beds Lighthouse is named
after the oyster beds on which it stands.
Located off the southwestern end of Staten
Island, NY, and off of South Amboy, NJ at
the mouth of the Raritan River, the tower
consists of 5 iron sections, with a height of
42 feet. Originally painted black or dark
brown, it was changed to white, to make it
more visible. Inside, the lantern room is a
sparkling fourth-order Fresnel, and on November 15, 1880, it cast its first beams of
light over Raritan Bay, with a focal plane of
57 feet.
The first keeper of the lighthouse was
David C. Johnson, and about 10 years later,
he was replaced by David J. Johnson. Keepers left the tower for good in 1945, when the
Fresnel lens was replaced with an automated beacon.
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Remembering Joe Wojciechowski
By Ron Kukulski

This beautiful mural, honoring South Amboy’s 5 major league baseball players and softball
legend, Tricia Popowski, was painted by South Amboy High School Honor Arts Department
students on the side wall of the SA Youth Athletic Association Clubhouse. SAYAA President
Gene Cox said, “I just want to make sure the students get the recognition they deserve for
their hard work on the mural for the children of South Amboy’s baseball and softball. Without
Shannon’s leadership and vision, this mural would never have gotten off the ground.”

Joe Wojciechowski will always occupy
a spot in my heart. When I sustained a very
serious eye injury playing baseball, an active role in sports was out of the question.
But, I wanted to keep associated
with sports. Several months after
leaving the hospital, I worked up
the courage to approach Joe and
pointed out to him that The South
Amboy Citizen did not have any
sports in it, and I would like to be
his sports editor. He hired me on
the spot, and agreed to pay me a
penny a line. It didn’t take long to
work a 20-inch weekly sports column into a full page. Along the way, he gave
me a raise to 2 cents per line. In my second
year with the newspaper, I went to Joe and
asked him to buy a trophy which would
become The South Amboy Citizen City
Series Basketball Trophy, to be awarded to
the annual winner between Hoffman and St.
Mary’s. Less than a few months following
my graduation from St. Mary’s, I received a
call from Lonnie Ayres, asking me if I
would be interested in a sports writing position with the Perth Amboy Evening News.

Notice
New York Yankees’ legend, Allie Clark, who was South Amboy’s first major league baseball
player becomes the first to autograph the eye-catching mural.

Standing near the new mural prior to the Opening Day festivities of the South Amboy Youth
Athletic Association are (l-r) Mayor John T. O’Leary, former Yankee Allie Clark, and
Superintendent of Recreation, Mary Lou DeBlis.

Pictured are the South Amboy High School art students who painted the baseball mural on
the clubhouse of the SA Youth Athletic Association. Sasha Miller is the art teacher, and
Shannon Cohoon designed the mural. Outstanding job!

NEXT ISSUE ON NEWSTANDS
JUNE 17TH
DEADLINES ~ JUNE 5TH
GRADUATION ~ 4TH OF JULY

The fire alarms on
the telephone
poles in South
Amboy are out of
service.
Call 911 to report
a fire.

That was “big time” for me and I readily
accepted. My affiliation with newspapers is
now in its 49th year. When I moved to
Florida nearly 30 years ago, I transferred
over to the business side,
where I now serve as publisher of Florida New Homes
& Condo Guide, as well as
classified sales manager for
the South Florida Sun-Sentinel, publications owned by
Chicago-based Tribune Company.
However, I will always
credit Joe for getting me
started in the publishing industry. He was a
guiding light, initially editing my column
and stories, offering wonderful guidance,
and putting me on a wonderful career path.
He was always a gentleman, and in many
ways, I have tried to emulate his demeanor.
It’s been a great ride, thanks to you, Joe!

Just A Child
The player stands at the plate, heart pounding fast,
The bases are loaded, the die has been cast.
Mom and dad cannot help.
The player stands all alone.
A hit at this moment would send the team
home.
The ball nears the plate, it’s a swing and a
miss.
There’s a groan from the crowd with some
boos and some hisses.
A thoughtless voice cries “Strike out the
bum.”
The player’s eyes fill with tears. The game
is no longer fun.
Remember it is just a child who stands there
alone.
So open your heart and give them a break.
For it’s a moment like that an adult you
could make.
Keep in mind when you hear someone forget
They are just kids, not adults yet.
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