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St. Patrick’s Parade-A Huge Hit
By Tom Burkard

The weather was
perfect, with lots of sun
and blue skies, as it felt
like Florida in early
March for the Annual
South Amboy St.
Patrick’s Parade.   The
big event, held on
March 11, was by far
the largest in the town’s
history, and ran one
hour and fifteen min-
utes from the time
Grand Marshal Leo
McCabe and his wife
kicked it off at 2 p.m.
sharp on South Pine
Avenue, until the last
participants passed.

The record-setting
event featured 22
marching bands, 12
floats, countless march-
ing groups from all over, including some
from out-of-state, as well as plenty of first
aid, fire and rescue vehicles.  There was also
more candy and treats than ever before thrown
by those in the parade to spectators.

Also assisting
McCabe in leading the
parade were Deputy
Grand Marshal Claire
Noble, her cousin,
Honorary Grand Mar-
shal Jack McKeon-
world renowned MLB
manager who led the
Florida Marlins to the
2003 World Series
Championship, by up-
setting the revered NY
Yankees, and also
won National League
“Manager of the Year”
honors.   Anna Mae
O’Connor, “Irish Per-
son of the Year,” was
also one of the leaders
of the parade.

Local businesses
reported heavy cus-

tomer traffic throughout the day.  The crowd
was estimated to be at least 50,000, keeping
South Amboy’s parade at #2 in the state
behind the Belmar event.  Congratulations to
all who put this parade together, and those
who marched in it!

”Who Says You Can’t Go Home?”  Jon Bon Jovi (r), mega-superstar of rock music and
movies returned to his alma mater, Sayreville War Memorial High School for a visit with
students recently.  Principal James Brown (l) presented him a Sayreville football jersey with
number 80 on it, which was the year Jon graduated.  A segment of the visit was filmed by
ABC-TV’s 20/20 with Ju Ju Chang, and it will be aired on March 31 at 10 p.m.

Pre-Parade Party
By Tom Burkard

On Friday evening, March 10, a festive
pre-parade party was held at the AOH Hall.
Pete Kenny was the MC of the event, as Irish
dancers, and bagpipers put everyone in the
mood for the upcoming parade.  Members of
the AOH were perfect hosts, and the food
was excellent as spirits were high with ev-
eryone wearing some green on this special
night, as a tune up for the parade.

Honorary Grand Marshal, Jack
McKeon, a South Amboy native, who man-
aged the 2003 World Championship Florida
Marlins, and is believed to be the only man-
ager in baseball history to have won 1,000
games in both the minor and major leagues,
signed autographs for fans and party-goers
along with New York Yankee legend, South
Amboy’s own Allie Clark, who was Grand
Marshal in ’82.  Allie was the first player
from South Amboy to make the major
leagues, and happened to be McKeon’s hero
when he was a youngster.

Sayreville Gets 5
New Police Officers

The Borough of Sayreville recently
swore in five new police officers.    The
addition of Louis Becker, Jeremy Berry,
Keith Grausam, David Wilkins and Michael
Popowski will increase the department’s
total to 89 by June.  Popowski, is the only
Sayreville resident, and is the son of Terry
Popowski, who retired as a sergeant after
serving the Borough for over 30 years.

Joe Kelly, an officer for more than 30
years, and James Novak Jr., who has been on
the force for 25 years have both retired.

Congratulations and best of luck to all
of the police officers!

Campbell Dies At 81
By Tom Burkard

James W. “Jim”
Campbell, 81, past
commander of Benyei-
Connors Post, Disabled
American Veterans,
South Amboy, died on
Feb. 24.  Campbell also
was a member of the
Luke A. Lovely Ameri-
can Legion Post 62,

South Amboy; South Amboy VFW, served
as a manager and coach in the South Amboy
Little Fellas League for Progressive Fire
Company’s team, a former member of South
Amboy Shade Tree Commission and served
on the Juvenile Conference Committee, as
well as the South Amboy Recreation Com-
mittee.

A Navy veteran of World War II, he
served in the Pacific Theater aboard the USS
Astoria and fought in the Battle of Iwo Jima.
He received several citations including the
Purple Heart.

He is survived by 3 sons, Edward and
his wife Pam of South Amboy, Dr. James W.
Jr. and his wife Debra of Freehold Twp., and
Commander William Campbell, USN and
his wife Mary of Fairfax, VA.  He is also
survived by six grandchildren.

I will remember Jim as one of the most
patriotic, All-American men I’ve ever
known.  He was also a fellow manager of
mine in the South Amboy Little Fellas Man-
agers Association during the early 1970’s,
and was truly dedicated to the youth.  He will
certainly be missed, but never forgotten.

5 To Run For
Sayreville Board
Five candidates will run for (3) three

year seats in the Sayreville Board of Educa-
tion election on April 18.  The candidates are
incumbent Kevin E. Ciak, Ronald Van Tine,
Jill Trapp, Leonard W. Zaleski, and Heather
Mendoza (maiden name Sullivan).  Vying
for the (1) one year seat are Donna Aronsen
and Thomas W. Biesiada.

Developer Picked
For NL Site

LNR Northeast Investment of Quincy,
Massachusetts, was selected by the
Sayreville Economic Redevelopment
Agency for its proposal on the former Na-
tional Lead site.  The company’s $1.5 billion
plan for the 400 plus acre area could bring in
$25.2 million a year in property taxes and
other revenues for Sayreville.

Some of the key features of LNR’s
plans include a minor league baseball sta-
dium with a seating capacity of 5,500, 2,000
units of housing, two marinas with a com-
bined 500 slips, two hotels, a canal and
basin, a promenade, an office center and
retail space.

The developer will take responsibility
for the cleanup of the brownfields.

Senior
Redevelopment

Planned
The non-profit South Amboy Renais-

sance Corp., group announced plans for an
affordable housing senior development on
Gordon Street.  Leo McCabe, chairman of
the corporation noted that the new develop-
ment will allow seniors the opportunity to be
within walking distance of downtown South
Amboy, which includes the post office, and
also the beautiful Waterfront Park.

The Robert L. Noble Manor, named for
the late and beloved former city council-
man, Robert Noble, who was executive di-
rector of the South Amboy Housing Author-
ity, and a firefighter, will be built next to
McCarthy Towers in what is called Bayview
Park, a new neighborhood that will offer
community facilities.  The City Council
gave the unused piece of land to Renais-
sance for $1.

The $7 million dollar project will be
funded by county and state sources, as well
as from a program that provides money
through the sale of tax credits.

Noble Manor will have 40 or more
units, with monthly rents ranging from $350-
$540.

O’Leary Praises South Amboy
“A City of Volunteers”

By Tom Burkard

South Amboy has seen countless posi-
tive changes under Mayor John T. O’Leary,
who has been leading the City for 19 years.
The following article is from an exclusive
interview with Mayor
O’Leary, as he reflects on
South Amboy, ranging from
its rich history to the many
spectacular changes it is un-
dergoing today.  His fine ac-
complishments are many, but
he does not take all the credit
for them, and is quick to
praise those in the commu-
nity that have helped along
the way.

TB     Mayor, I’ve heard
you attribute much of the suc-
cess of South Amboy to it’s
people, Would you mind elaborating a little
on that?

JTO  Not at all Tom.  As I have said
many times, the most valuable resource our
City has is its people.  Here in South Amboy more of this story to page 26

South Amboy St. Patrick’s Parade Grand
Marshal, Leo McCabe and his wife, Judy
lead the largest parade in local history.
(Photo by Brian Stratton)

our residents generously give their time
both to the City and various organizations.
The City Planning and  Zoning Boards are
staffed with volunteers, as is the Redevelop-

ment Agency.  Residents
volunteer for the Library
Board, South Amboy Main
Street Board, the South
Amboy Business Associa-
tion, the Juvenile Conference
Committee          Just to name
a few.  Actually, when you
think of the Charitable Or-
ganizations in the City, and
all their volunteers, you will
see why I refer to South
Amboy as the “City of Vol-
unteers”.  As far as the City
is concerned, we would

never have come so far with our projects if
it weren’t for the time donated by people
like George Forrer, Jim Riehl, Judy Lecki
and their respective boards.  These volun-

Easter & Passover
Blessings

Mayor John T. O’Leary
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Old Friends-Former South Amboy councilmen, Stanley Jankowski (l) and Bruce Richmond
(r) shoot the breeze near Broadway recently.  (Photo by Joe Mantz)

Talk Of The Towns
By Tom Burkard

Two Honest Men
Charlie Koerner and Leo Ziola of South

Amboy were good Samaritans recently, as
they found and returned Robert Senape’s
wallet that he had lost at Waterfront Park.
The two fine gentlemen returned it intact
with credit cards and cash.  Robert said that,
“I am so thankful for their honesty.”
Antonucci A Pastor In Florida

Former Parlin resident, John Antonucci
has been pastor of Faith Fellowship World
Outreach Ministries in Fort Meyers, Florida
for the past three years.  Congratulations!
Mosakowski Gets Hole-In-One

Michael Mosakowski of Sayreville
turned in an incredible feat by sinking his
first hole-in-one on the 17th Green at Tama-
rack Golf Course on March 11th.  Congratu-
lations on your fine accomplishment!
Miklaszewski On Dean’s List

Brian Miklaszewski, who starred for
Sayreville’s basketball team last year, made
the Dean’s List at Coastal Carolina Univer-
sity for the first semester with a GPA of 3.8.
Congratulations!
Lampart Makes Dean’s List

Alison Lampart of South Amboy, a
sophomore at William Paterson University,
made the Dean’s List for the Fall Semester
of 2005.  Congratulations!
Autoteam Moves

Autoteam Car Rental has moved to a
new location at 2017 Rt. 35 South, South
Amboy.  They have rented cars, vans, and
RV’s to locals for 5 years, and can now serve
you even better at its new location.
In Memoriam

John Stolte, 85, formerly of South
Amboy died on Jan. 20.

A ‘40 St. Mary’s graduate, and ace
pitcher, he went to work for the Pennsylva-
nia Railroad.  He later left the city to work at
Cape Canaveral on the space program.
Chester Richmond, 76, formerly of South
Amboy died on Jan. 25.  He had 5 successful
career paths including: biological research;
science research & development; science

education-Director of Environmental Sci-
ence at Oak Ridge, TN (1974-90); scholar in
residence; independent consultant.  Theresa
Mauro, 76, of South Amboy died on Feb. 16.
She was secretary/treasurer for Sacred Heart
Church Rosary Society.  Robert McGrath,
87, of Parlin died on Feb. 16.  He was an
honor guard and life member of Sayreville
VFW Post 4699.  Evelyn Freeman, 90, of
South Amboy died on Feb. 20.  She was a
member of many local groups and organiza-
tions, including Mechanicsville Fire Co.
Ladies Auxiliary and the D.A.V.  Stanley
Jagielnicki, 88, of Morgan died on Feb. 24.
He sang bass in the Sacred Heart Melodia
Choir.  Alice Sullivan, 77, formerly of
Sayreville died on Feb. 25.  She was a
switchboard operator for 25 years at South
Amboy Memorial Hospital before retiring
in ’99.  Robert “Bobby” Holmes, 45, of
Parlin died on March 1.  He was a Sayreville
Little League coach, and also a hockey coach.
Arthur Jones, 76 formerly of Sayreville died
on March 7.  He was the former owner/
operator of Sayreville Pizzeria.  Ralph Bailey,
86, of South Amboy, died on March 7.  He
was a volunteer for 70 years with the Salva-
tion Army, and also served many other orga-
nizations.  Barbara Seaman, 85, of Sayreville
died on March 11.  She was a nurse in the
Army during World War II and later worked
as an RN as South Amboy Memorial Hospi-
tal for 30 years.  Jim Harkins, 86, of South
Amboy died on March 14.  He worked for 35
years at Hercules.  Leona Carey, 74, of
South Amboy died on March 18.  She was a
fine and caring person.  Edward “Eddie”
Babecki, 84, of South Amboy died on March
20.  He was a therapist/barber with the VA
in Lyons for over 35 years, and also an usher
at St. Mary’s Church.  He was a kind and
sincere person, admired by all.  Eddie was a
good friend whom I will really miss.
Rosalind McBride, 60, of Sayreville died on
March 23.  She was Sayreville’s Recycling
Coordinator for the past 12 years.  May God
Bless them all!

‘Bye Bye Birdie’ At
McCarrick

Cardinal McCarrick High School will
present “Bye Bye Birdie” on April 6, 7, & 8
at 7:30 p.m. at the Little Theatre.

Advance tickets are available for $9
each by calling the school at 732-721-0748,
ext. 244.  Tickets will also be available at the
door.

Morgan Lions Seek
Members

The Morgan Lions are recruiting new
members, male or female who are interested
in helping a community civic organization.
Meetings are held twice a month, the 2nd
and 4th Wednesday.  Monies raised are
given back to the various groups in towns as
well as to the primary goal of helping people
with vision problems.  Anyone interested
please call George at 732-721-5015 or Gene
at 908-217-5636.

Yankees Trip
S.A.N.D. is sponsoring a bus trip to

Yankee Stadium on Sunday June 25th.  The
Yankees Vs. the Florida Marlins.  Game
starts at 1:00, the bus will leave from South
Amboy City Hall.  Tickets are $65.00 each,
good box seats, a light breakfast is included.
Call 732 525-5921 for more information.

3 Seats Open In
South Amboy

The South Amboy Board of Education
has (3) three year seats open in the April 18
election.  Incumbents Ann Marie Trapp and
Bernadette Beck, along with newcomer, Tom
Reilly are the only candidates to file.

Sekerak Chosen
Commander

Bob “Zak” Sekerak was elected Com-
mander of the Luke A. Lovely American
Legion Post 62 of South Amboy for an
unprecedented sixth term.  Congratulations
and best of luck, “Zak.”
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    Business of the Month  

Pictured at their new and beautiful Paramount Diner are two of the owners, Tony
Palmieri (l), and Simonetta Palmieri Richardson (r).  (Photo by Tom Burkard)

Paramount Diner

Paramount Diner located at 1803
Highway 35, Morgan is one of the area’s
newest and most popular places to eat.
Owned by the Palmieri Family, it has
been opened for just six months, and has
received rave reviews from restaurant
critics, and researchers. Lifetime area resi-
dents as well as newcomers to the local
communities have enjoyed it so much
that they have made visits to the Para-
mount Diner part of their daily routine.

Paramount features large portions at
reasonable prices, and offers delicious
daily specials.  The diner offers 10%
discounts to senior citizens, and also gives
our police, firefighters, EMT, and mili-
tary a nice 15% discount.

The environment is spotlessly clean
with modern dÈcor, state-of-the-art equip-
ment and an  outstanding staff who are
very friendly and helpful.  In addition, the
diner is one of the first local businesses to
feature a smoke free environment.  Para-
mount is the perfect place to enjoy a
delicious meal or just stop in and join the
management and staff for a coffee and
some very tantalizing dessert.

The Palmieri Family says that, “We
feel that you don’t have to have fancy,
complicated dishes for it to taste great.

All you need is fresh ingredients, and we
make sure we always carry nothing but
the freshest.”

Paramount Diner offers a variety of
tasty meals from its American/Interna-
tional menu with an Italian twist.  There
motto is “We have restaurant style food
at diner prices.”

Although only six months old, Para-
mount Diner has found a spot near the top
of the finest diners in the area, and what’s
more remarkable, it keeps getting better
all the time.

Paramount Diner will be holding a
gala Grand Opening Carnival celebra-
tion on Monday, April 3rd from 4:30-
7:30 p.m.  Bring the kids and the whole
family for lots of fun including: dancing,
rides, face painting, clowns, balloons,
candy, and free giveaways, rain or shine!

Starting in April, Paramount will
hold a car show every Friday from 6-9
p.m.  There will be music from the 50’s,
60’s and 70’s, as well as great food,
trophies, door prizes, and fun for the
whole family.

For delicious food, great service,
and a nice, smoke-free environment, stop
in at the Paramount Diner, 1803 High-
way 35, Morgan or call 732-316-9600.

Two local authors recently visited Samsel Upper Elementary School.  Pictured, Front row(l-
r) Paul Abu, Corey Ransom, Lindsey Brandt, Taylor Ruotilio, and Justin Bonczek
Back row: (l-r)Authors Daniel Holderman, Jerry Smith and student Stephanie Johns.

Local Attorneys
Honored

Edwin A. Kolodziej of Sayreville and
John R. Everitt of South Amboy were re-
cently honored at the Middlesex County Bar
Association’s 2006 Awards Dinner Tribute
to 50-year Bar members.  Congratulations
to both attorneys on such truly outstanding
careers!

Authors Visit School
The students in Team 5-4 of the Samsel

Upper Elementary School celebrated Read
Across America that honors Dr. Seuss’ birth-
day  in grand style. The students were visited
by two local authors, Jerry Smith, who wrote
Captive Angel, and Daniel Holderman, who
wrote The Heritage of Terra: The Endeavor.
Each author met with small groups through-
out the day imparting information on writ-
ing. At the end of the day, the authors held a
large question and answer session where
they shared information on how they began
to write, people that inspired them, and
general tips on starting to write a book. The
students were very enthusiastic about the
visit and had many questions for the authors.
Needless to say the day was enjoyed by
everyone.

The authors will return in April to host
a Writer’s Workshop for the students. The
students will be given an opportunity to start
to write their own stories getting expert
encouragement and information from the
two authors. The end product will be the
students’ individual books that will be on
display in the school’s library.
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Yearbook-Sayreville 1981
By Tom Burkard

“Sailing” by Christopher Cross and “Up-
side Down” by Diana Ross were the top
songs in the nation when Sayreville War
Memorial High School’s Class of 1981 re-
turned for its final go round in September
1980. . .

Dr. Marie Parnell was in her final year as
principal.  Some of the teachers were: Patti
Borak, Joan Bittle, Arlene Sciarappa, Laura
Lang, William Doll, Shelley Logan, Eileen
Nowicki, Carol McCormack, Sherry
Popowski, Patrick Dineen, Donald Schmeyer.

The yearbook was titled “Ups N Downs,”
and the editors-in-chief were Don Ferenci
and Laura Saltzman.  There were countless
school-sanctioned clubs, and some of the
noteworthy events included: the School Spirit
Association’s Blue & Gray Week; Drives for
the March of Dimes; Unicef fundraiser; Heart
Fund fundraiser; holiday door decorating
contest; 1981 “Almost Anything Goes”.
Cindy Farver was Homecoming Queen.
Laura Kawalec and Sharyn Bloodgood were
Drum Majorettes.  The school’s fall produc-
tion was “Bad Seed.”  The spring musical was
“West Side Story.”

The following is a random selection of
seniors from this very huge class:  Jacquelyn
Albany, Janice Albert, Laura Anderson, Brian
Anthony, John Antonucci (great guy and
now a pastor in Florida), Ed Bailey, Laura
Bailey, Natalie Barbella, Rich Baumann,
Kathy Beyer, Bryan Bottomly (excellent gui-
tar player), Yvonne Boyce, Adrianne Binda,
Peter Brien, Susan Brien, Rita Brodniak,
Vivian Buckley, Cynthia Buczynski, Robert
Burns, Barb Carlo, Thomas Carney, Virginia
Cascais, Renee Castrorao, Debbie Cerase,
Terence Cooney, Debbie Coyle, Patricia
Crummy, Liz DeBiase, Robert Davis, Chris-
tina DiPoalo (fine lady and Treasurer of
Parlin-DuPont FCU), Judy Dodge, Susan
Down, David During, Michael Dzergoski,
Alexis Eberle, Estelle Elwood, Claire Farrell,
Marie Dziekan, Robert Fingerlin, Kathy Fig,
James Flakker, Brian Freid, Justine Fuller,
George J. Gawron (terrific guy), Lynda
Giovenco, Tom Gallagher, Kelly Ann Gorka,

Bob Golla, Stephen Gulick, Elise Green,
Frances Hauber, Lisa Jabob, Brent Jaffe,
Nancy Jasko, Stan Johnson III, Carol Kierst,
Kurt Kapes, Patricia Kirk, Stephen Klapy,
Thomas Kotula, Christine Kupsch, Loretta
Lauro, Jim Lasko, Judy Loughman, Grace
Lyon, Kathleen Lyons, Cynthia Mancini,
Edward Meirose, Maria Michalik, Michael
Moe, Donna Modzelewski, John Montefusco,
Lori Ann Napier, Ann Moskwa, Elaine
Nelson, Kathy Noviski, William Olszewski,
Lynn Phillips (great lady), Mandy Phillips,
Louis Ploskonka, Sandy Peterson, Michelle
Rappleyea, Jeanne Rogers (nice lady), Jo-
seph Rudy, Brian Pritchard, Anita Ryan,
Douglas Ryan, Kim Sabine, Ken Sadowski,
Michael Scanlon, Suzanne Shorosky, Ted
Sieminski, Debby Seres, Debra Spiecker,
Cheryl Skutnik, Michael Speiser, Lisa
Sprague, Mark Sudia, Dawn Sutter, Kevin
Sweeney, Keith Testa, Michael Tevis, Tracy
Tierney, Brian Ust, Maureen Triggs, Laurie
Unkel, Kimberly Twardy, Matthew Weber,
Ron Wines, Thomas Wos, Anna Vicino, Jim
Wilson, Sue Witkowski, Stephen Yuhas, Jef-
frey Zadlock, John Zebrowski, Carolyn
Zidiak.

The Student Council was comprised of
president-Judy Kalicki, vice-president-Mike
Reagan, Secretary-Celeste DeGatto, Trea-
surer-Wayne Locklin.

In high school athletics, the Bombers’
boys gymnastics squad finished (10-2), and
third in the state tournament.  Coach Jerry
Carney’s boys cross country team went a
perfect (11-0), and ran its unbeaten streak to
40, while winning the CJ Group IV title.  Dan
Ogborne scored his 1,000th point in hoops on
Jan. 28 in an 80-77 losing effort to J.P.
Stevens. The girls basketball team was a
terrific (18-4).  Junior, Cindy Allman scored
her 1,000 point in the state tourney vs. Edison.
She also broke Rhonda Rompola’s assists
record with 124.  Varsity track was also a
perfect (11-0), finishing 1st in the county
relays.

The following are some really great
people I’ve gotten to know, who were, and in

some cases still are excellent baseball/ soft-
ball players: Gary Aich (Softball Legend),
Thomas Cannon, James Comerford, Steven
Cunha, Ed English, Douglas Haley, Neil
Hourahan, Mark McSpadden, and Bob Nanco.
A few more on the list of fine athletes are
Scott D’Aloia, Gregory Faczak, Nancy
McFeely, and there were many, many more .

“Bette Davis Eyes,” by Kim Carnes ruled
the airwaves at graduation time, 1981.  The
Sayreville Class of ’81 was truly sensational
in so many ways.

Fancy
By Al Gomolka Jr.

Times Poet Laureate
c.2005

Is it where I’m at right now
That this very moment allows
To find some rhymes for answers perhaps
Or to concede myself some z’s in naps
What happens to these drift off minutes
When thoughts are permitted to become
cynics
Or teachers or students or dreams
Whatever these spaced out moments mean
It seems to do my soul good
And puts me in a pensive mood
So that when I return to awareness
There permeates a fairness
Sporadic daydreams come and go
For purpose no-one seems to know.

Gift And Tea
Auction

Cardinal McCarrick High School will
hold a Gift and Tea Auction on Sunday,
April 30 from 2-5 p.m.  Doors open at noon.
Enjoy a complimentary coffee/tea and des-
sert.  Tickets are $10 each.  (Each ticket
purchased will be applied to your Work
Bond).  Reserve a table for 10 and have a
party at your table.  Bring your own food.
For tickets please contact the Development
Office at 732-721-0748, extension 5.

ST. JUDE
May the Sacred Heart of Jesus be adored, glorified,

loved and preserved throughout the world now and
forever.  Sacred Heart of Jesus have mercy on us.  St.
Jude, worker of miracles, pray for us.  St. Jude, helper of
the hopeless, pray for us.  Say this prayer nine times a day
for nine days.  It has never been known to fail.  Publication
must be promised.  Thank you St. Jude.  -E.P.

A PRAYER FOR HEALING
Lord, you invited all who are burdened to come to

You.  Allow your healing hand to heal me.  Touch my
soul with Your compassion for others.  Touch my heart
with Your courage and infinite love for all.  Touch my
mind with Your wisdom, that my mouth may always
proclaim Your praise.  Teach me to reach out to You
in my need.  Help me to lead others to You by my
example.  Most loving Heart of Jesus, bring me health
in body and spirit so that I may serve You with all my
strength.  Touch gently this life which you have created.
Amen -T.B.
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110th Anniversary-Loyal H.G. Hoffman High School alumni, came out to honor the late
Governor Harold G. Hoffman on the 110th Anniversary of his birth on February 7.  Stopping
at Christ Church Cemetery in South Amboy to pay their respects were (l-r) Gregory
Motylewski (Class of ’66), former South Amboy Councilwoman, Beverly Samuelson (’69),
and SA Times feature writer, Lenny Ambroziak (’69).  The trio placed a beautiful perpetual
candle near the headstone.  (Photo by Tom Burkard)

Wisniewski Secures
Grants

Assemblyman John S. Wisniewski
helped secure $5,000 in grants from the Port
Authority of New York and New Jersey for
the Sayreville school district and Boy Scout
Troop 96.

Books and materials for elementary
school libraries will be purchased, and bor-
ough scouts will replace equipment which
was stolen last year.  “I am pleased I was able
to assist Sayreville in securing these grants,”
said Wisniewski.

Pancake Breakfast
The Sayreville Lions will hold its annual

Spring Pancake Breakfast on April 9 at
Sayreville War Memorial High School from
8 a.m. to noon.  Tickets cost $5 for adults and
$3 for children, and can be purchased from
members or at the door of the High School
Cafeteria on the day of the Breakfast.

Catholic War Vets
Recruiting

Attention, Veterans: The Catholic War
Veterans, Post 578, South Amboy is recruit-
ing all Catholic Veterans to come and join
its organization.  Membership is open to all
Peace, Non-Combat and Combat Veterans
who were on active duty a minimum of 90
days and were honorably discharged and
have continued the practicing of their faith.
For information regarding joining our orga-
nization, please contact Frank Sullivan,
Commander, 732-238-4298.

SWMHS Hall Of
Fame

The Sayreville War Memorial High
School Hall of Fame Second Annual Awards
Banquet is scheduled for Saturday, May
20th at the VFW Hall on Jernee Mill Road.
The outstanding alumni of SWMHS being
honored this year are:

Randy Corman, Class of 1978: Execu-
tive Director, Sayreville Economic & Rede-
velopment Agency; former NJ state senator

Stanley Drwal, Class of 1972: Sayreville
Borough Councilman; graduate of U.S.
Military Academy at West Point

Reyne Borup Quackenbush, Class of
1985: National Diving Champion; former
member U.S. Olympic Committee Board of
Directors

Raniero M. Travisano, Class of 1954:
Retired Sayreville teacher/guidance coun-
selor; former Middlesex County clerk

Victor J. Wolski, Class of 1980: Judge,
U.S. Court of Federal Claims; General Coun-
sel, Joint Economics Committee, U.S. Con-
gress

The Awards Banquet is open to the
public.  Tickets are $50.00 each.  For further
information, call Barbara Anderson at 732-
727-1566 or Elaine Kubacz at 732-727-
0192.

Trinity United Methodist Church
Setting goals, developing plans and

implementing – all signs of success.  A little
prayer doesn’t hurt either.  Trinity United
Methodist Church has been working on some
of their goals and one in particular is the
opening of a Thrift Shop, “Trinity’s Trash to
Treasures”.  The shop is a community out-
reach to provide clean, recycled items at
reasonable prices for our neighbors and to
provide visibility of the hidden “church in
the woods”.   Additionally, every month a
portion of the contributions will be donated
to local charities, while the remaining con-
tributions will be distributed to various
church ministries.

The shop will have clothing (all sizes),
small housewares,, toys, shoes, household
lines and misc. articles.  The grand opening
is Saturday, April 1 at 9 am – 2 pm.  Each
week the shop will be opened on Tuesday
and Thursday from 10 am – 3 pm and
Saturday from 9 am – 2 pm except for
holidays.  Please stop by and see what the
store has for you.  Remember - “One person’s
trash is another person’s treasure”.  If you
have items that you would like to donate to
the shop – please call the church and we will
schedule a pick up.

Another goal we’ve been focusing on is
enhancing our children’s ministry.  Sunday
School is held during the 10 am service and
we currently have two classes that spend
time learning various stories of the bible and
also about other religions and their beliefs.
The children and families have been invited
to join in a Seder in April to enhance their
understanding of the Jewish faith and in the

past, they have attended Mass together to
learn how the service was different than a
Methodist sermon, but more importantly,
how similar the service and learnings are for
us.

Our Community Youth Group “Kids
with Character” continues to grow in num-
ber, in fun and in ministry.  Every other
Monday night, 20 – 25 children join to-
gether for dinner, story, craft and some
special events.  Each night is focused on a
character trait – responsibility, respect, kind-
ness, and fairness and becomes the theme of
the night.  In March, the children are serving
dinner at the Perth Amboy Salvation Army
and going on a skating party in addition to
Monday nights.  In April, they will be headed
to the Bayshore Nursing Home to spend the
day with residents playing various games,
sharing cookies and handing out plants in
planters that they decorated themselves.
They are also sponsoring a Family Event at
the church where we will make and person-
alize garden stones in honor/memory of
people to be added to our Memorial Garden.
We will be doing a potluck dinner along
with the stone-making event.   If you are
interested in joining us, please stop by or call
the church.  The next Monday night is March
27 at 6 pm and from there, every other week.

So, you can see TUMC continues to
grow in faith, ministries and family fun!!
Join us!!

Irish Band In Concert
The Perry Brothers-Irish Band will

perform at the Senior Center, Main St.,
Sayreville on Thurs., April 6, at 7:30 p.m.
The event sponsored by The Cultural Arts
Council of the Borough of Sayreville is
FREE, with light refreshments.  All ages
are welcome.

Wisniewski Helps
Morgan First Aid
Assemblyman John S. Wisniewski (D-

Sayreville) today announced that the State
of New Jersey has awarded to the Morgan
First Aid Squad $94, 147 in grant money.

“My role as a state legislator is to help
my constituents.  Bringing money from Tren-
ton will help residents who rely on the
Morgan First Aid Squad.  This money will
be used to purchase a new 2006 Ford E450/
PL Custom Gold Medallion Type III Ambu-
lance and will enable the Morgan First Aid
Squad to replace its oldest emergency ve-
hicle.  I am pleased I was able to assist The
Morgan First Aid Squad in securing this
grant,” said Wisniewski.

The presentation ceremony  took  place
today, Thursday, March 23 at noon at the
Morgan First Aid Building, 1960 Route 35
North, South Amboy, New Jersey.  Mem-
bers of the Morgan First Aid Squad as were
on hand to accept the check, which was
presented by Assemblyman Wisniewski.

The members of the Morgan First Aid
Squad expressed gratitude to the Assembly-
man for helping them secure this funding.

“These funds will be used to purchase a
state of the art ambulance that will enable us
to serve the residents of Sayreville and con-
tinue to provide them with the best emer-
gency care, and I thank Assemblyman
Wisniewski for his assistance in making this
grant a reality,” said Dave Voight of the
Morgan First Aid Squad.
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South Amboy Knights of Columbus Council #426 held its Past Grand Knights Dinner on
March 4 at the council hall.  Past Grand Knights pictured seated (l-r) George Kardos, Bill
Coman, Jim Coakley, Vic Grieco, Pete Casey.  Standing (l-r) Fred Whiteley, Leo DiGuilio,
Marty Lampart, Steve Schmid, Ray Wesley, Rick O’Connor, Jim Carney, Frank Januszak,
Gene Chodkiewicz, Allen Chodkiewicz, Mike Mooney.  (Photo by Alison Lampart)

SAFA
Announcement

The South Amboy First
Aid Squad regrets to announce
that, for the first time, we will
not be holding our annual
Easter flower sale.  This deci-
sion was made due to the fact
that we are no longer able to
compete with large area ven-
dors.  We apologize for any
inconvenience and thank you
for your support in the past.
Please continue to support our
annual fund drive and other
fundraisers that we will have
throughout the year.

Breakfast With
Easter Bunny

South Amboy Knights of Columbus
Council #426 is sponsoring its annual Break-
fast with the Easter Bunny on Sunday, April
9 from 9 a.m. to noon at the council hall on
Fourth St.  Tickets are $5 for adults, $3 for
children 2 to 12 and FREE for children
under 2.  Tickets are available at the Council
Hall, Monday and Thursday evenings, at
Chud’s Subs on Pine Ave., or by calling
Steve at 732-727-1707.  Ticket deadline is
April 6.

Council Overrides Veto
The Borough of Sayreville’s Council,

with a Democrat majority, overrode Mayor
Kennedy O’Brien’s ordinance which al-
lowed two council members to be added to
the Sayreville Redevelopment Agency.

Councilman Dennis Grobelny was then
chosen to the Sayreville Economic Rede-
velopment Agency.
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The newly-formed New Jersey Marine Corps Road Detachment recently met at Sayreville
Bar & Restaurant.  The charter members/trustees are (l-r) Karol Pakela, Fred Hoover, Hank
Eichert, Charles Buchany.  (Photo by Tom Burkard)

Pictured presenting a donation  of $3500.00 to the Leukemia and Lymphoma Society are
members of the Samsel Upper Elementary Student Ambassadors along with teacher/
advisors Teri Yetsko, Jeanna Duda, and Dana Smith, Sayreville Board of Education
President Kevin Ciak, Principal Ed Aguiles, and Vice-Principal Stephanie Maldonado.

Attention Marines
Past And Present

Join the New Jersey Marine Corps
Road Detachment.  Meeting Date: Fourth
Thursday of each month.  Meeting Time: 7
p.m.  Location: The Veterans of Manville,
600 Washington Ave., Manville, NJ.  For
further information or directions, call Hank
732-846-8356 or Fred 732-254-2142.

Recipes Wanted
Do you have a favorite recipe?  Would

you like to share it with your city?  The
S.A.N.D. Association is printing a Gate-
way To The Shore cookbook, and would
like to use your recipe.  All types of recipes
are needed, from appetizers to dessert.  It
will be printed in your own handwriting.
Restaurants or taverns in the city are also
invited to send their house specialties.  This
is FREE advertising for your business.  Mail
in your recipes to: S.A.N.D. Association,
PO Box 3006, South Amboy, NJ 08879 or
drop it off at South Amboy Deli, Stevens
Ave., South Amboy.  Deadline is June 30.
Any questions, call 732-525-5921 and leave
message.

Funds Raised For Leukemia
The Samsel Upper Elementary School

located on Ernston Road collected money
for the Leukemia Society’s Pennies for Pa-
tients Program during the month of Febru-
ary. This program provides money for re-
search for children who have this illness
along with providing support for the chil-
dren and their families in our local area
hospitals. Each homeroom in the school
was given a container with the name of their
teacher, the room number, and a logo for the
Leukemia Society’s Pennies for Patients
Program. Parents were also sent a letter
explaining the fundraising program. Each
week the containers were collected  and the
Student Ambassadors, a junior student coun-
cil of the school, put the money in plastic
bags that were placed in the “Penny Wagon”.
The Student Ambassador advisors, Miss
Dana Smith, Miss Jeanna Duda, and Mrs.
Teri Yetsko  would take them to Commerce
Bank in the “penny wagon” and use the coin

collector to total the amount. Students were
also able to contribute a dollar and have a
large penny with their name on it put on the
wall of the school to show their support. The
three top homeroom classes were announced
each week. The grand total collected was
$3,500.00.Through the efforts of the Leuke-
mia Society the top collecting homerooms
will enjoy treats for their efforts.   A check
was presented to Leukemia and Lymphoma
Society representative on Monday, March
20, 2006, by Principal Ed Aguiles and mem-
bers of the Student Ambassadors. Also in
attendance for this presentation was Super-
intendent of  Sayreville Schools, Frank
Alfano, and Sayreville School Board Presi-
dent Kevin Ciak.

Library News!!
National Library Week

April 3rd-April 8th
Enter to win a prize for every book you

check out!  Child must be present to enter.
You can also receive a bonus entry by letting
us know, “How can you change your world
@ your library?” Winner will be selected
Saturday April 8th!
Spring Craft

Celebrate the start of a new season at
Dowdell Library!  The Spring Craft will
take place April 14th at 3:30 and is open to
children 5 years and older.  Children under
5 are welcome if accompanied by an adult
caregiver that can assist during the craft.
Zobmondo Teen and Tween Event

Would you rather be trapped in an el-
evator with wet dogs-OR-three men with
bad breath?  Get a bad case of poison ivy
way up inside your nose-OR-inside your
inner ear?

Come play this popular game of bizarre
choices and find out what your friends would
choose and win prizes!

April 18th at 2:30 for ages 12 and up

is
here!
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Local Man Moves Up In Radio

By Steve Schmid

Wireless “Hotspot” at Dowdell Library

South Amboy native, Patrick O’Connor
has achieved success in the radio industry.
Pat is the Associate Producer of the “Dan
Patrick Show” heard locally
on WEPN (1050 AM).  The
nationally broadcast show is
on Monday to Friday from 1-
4 p.m.  Pat has been doing the
show for the last 1 1/2 years,
and his job is to check micro-
phone levels, screen callers,
line up guests, fix technical
problems, and cue in Dan
Patrick when the program re-
turns from commercials.  The
show is broadcast from ESPN
Radio studio in Bristol, Con-
necticut.  The all sports radio network is
affiliated with ESPN television, also in
Bristol.

Pat says one of the best things about his
job is the chance to meet famous athletes.
“Bill Walton and I were talking sports over
chicken wings, and it was awesome to meet
Mike Ditka.  It’s not everyday you meet a
dude when a “Saturday Night Live” skit was
done.”  O’Connor has also met former Yan-

kee Tino Martinez and Dallas Mavericks
owner Mark Cuban.  He hopes to stay in
radio or go to TV if the opportunity comes

up, noting “ESPN is a great
company to work for with a
lot of options.”  Pat hopes to
one day produce a Notre Dame
football broadcast in South
Bend, Indiana.

Before joining ESPN Ra-
dio, he was the morning show
producer of the top-rated
“Craig and Company” pro-
gram on WTIC radio (96.3
FM) for 3 years.  O’Connor
was sent to the Grammy
Awards and met Jennifer Love

Hewitt, Bill Murray, Bruce Willis among
others.  Pat now lives in Windsor, Connecti-
cut, but still loves coming back to South
Amboy, especially for the St. Patrick’s Day
Parade.

He is a 1996 graduate of St. Mary’s
High School, and attended the University of
West Virginia, and the Connecticut School
of Broadcasting.  Patrick is the son of Rick
and Judy O’Connor of South Amboy.

 High-speed wireless Internet access is
coming!  The Library will become a wire-
less hotspot this spring due to grants ob-
tained from the State Library and Infolink
(the local library cooperative).   Residents
who wish  to use their Wi-Fi enabled laptops
or wireless devices will be able to access the
free high-speed Internet  network @  the
library.  It is recommend that community
members use  up-to-date antivirus software,
maintain a personal firewall and turn off file
and printer sharing.  You can enjoy the
freedom of comfortably  accessing the
Internet without being restricted by cables.

Dowdell Library continues to provide
cutting edge services to the community.

Wireless service will be added to the grow-
ing list of 24 hour services offered including
Qand ANJ.org – where you can connect in
real time with a librarian for help on any
topic and JerseyClicks.org – where you could
search free full-text databases.  To access
these services, just visit the library or use
your library card from your home or office.
These services provide students, small busi-
nesses and other members of the community
with dependable information 24 hours a
day, 7 days a week and are not freely avail-
able on the Internet.

To obtain a library card or to contact the
library, call 732-721-6060 or e-mail:
comments@dowdell.org.
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732-721-9093

732-721-0137

• Money Orders
• All Utility Bills

"Serving The Community Over 100 Years"

For All Your Health Care Needs

Peterson Pharmacy

Now accepting payments for gas, electric, cable & others

• Film Developing
• Greeting Cards

• Money Grams
• Fax

• Medical/Surgical Supplies

FREE Delivery for Senior Citizens
132 North Broadway

South Amboy, NJ 08879

J.J. Harrigan & Co. Inc
Realtors

980 ROUTE 9, SAYREVILLE, NJ
Mailing Address:  PO Box 37, South Amboy, NJ 08879

Bus: 732-721-7500 Res: 732-721-6743
Voice Mail: Ext. 12 Fax: 732-721-4095

PATRICK J. ROCK, JR.
Real Estate Sales Representative

OIL TANKOIL TANK
REMOVERSREMOVERS

• TANK REMOVAL • INSTALLATION
• TANK TESTING • SANDFILL

• ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES

ADVANCED
SITE
IMPROVEMENTASI

(732)

566-0281

Obituaries
Adamec, William, 74, of Parlin died on

March 1.
Babecki, Edward J. “Eddie,” 84, of

South Amboy died on March 20.
Bailey, Ralph, 86, of South Amboy

died on March 7
Barse, Laura, 95, of Melrose died on

Feb. 20.
Bell, Shirley, 73, of Parlin died on Feb.

16.
Bessette, Melissa Mastorio, 29, of

Sayreville died on March 19.
Campbell, James W., 81, of South

Amboy died on Feb. 24.
Carey, Leona M., 74, of South Amboy

died on March 18.
Carlisle, Eleanor, 61, of Parlin died on

March 8.
Choffo, Joan, 75, of South Amboy died

on March 22.
Cox, Catherine E., 89, of Parlin died on

March 4.
Dadon, Elizabeth “Betty,”
86, formerly of South Amboy died on

March 17.
Dominik, Mary of Sayreville died on

March 4.
Dowling, Richard J. Jr., 65, of South

Amboy died on March 18.
Durko, Josephine, of Melrose died on

March 17.
Eglow, Joseph P., 63, of Parlin died on

March 19.
Fischer, Chester, 72, of South Amboy

died on March 15.
Freeman, Evelyn Flynn, 90, of South

Amboy died on Feb. 20.
Gnacek, Catherine, 95, of Sayreville

died on March 8.
Guttadora, Emily, 101, of Parlin died

on Feb. 26.
Harkins, James A. Jr., 86, of Sayreville

died on March 14.
Holmes, Robert H., 45, of Parlin died

on March 1.
Jagielnicki, Stanley, 88, of Morgan died

on Feb. 24.
Jasion, Frances A., 75, of Sayreville

died on March 20.
Jones, Arthur J., 76, formerly of

Sayreville died on March 7.
Kreismer, Alice, 85, of South Amboy

died on March 9.
Lund, Elmo, 85, formerly of Sayreville

died on Feb. 28.
Martin, Marta, 87, of Sayreville died on

March 17.
McBride, Rosalind, 60, of Sayreville

died on March 23.
McCloud, Willie J., 55, Parlin died on

Feb. 16.
McGinity, William E., 86, of South

Amboy died on March 9.
McGrath, Robert E., 87, of Parlin died

on Feb. 16.
Meisel, Margaret Betzler, 89, of

Sayreville died on March 19.
Mochen, Sister Mary George, 91, for-

merly of South Amboy died on March 19.
Oritz, Andrew Frisch, infant of South

Amboy died on March 10.
Seaman, Barbara M., 85, of Sayreville

died on March 11.
Seppi, George E., 91, of Sayreville died

on March 20.
Skevington, Ross, 91, of Sayreville died

on Feb. 19.
Sosnosky, Eleanor, 80, of Sayreville

died on March 22.
Stolte, John J., 85, formerly of South

Amboy died on Jan. 20.
Sturgis, Erik, 5, of Parlin died on March.

4.
Sullivan, Alice T., 77, formerly of

Sayreville died on Feb. 25.
Thomas, Leonard L., 84, of Sayreville

died on March 10.
Tietchen, Edward T., 72, of South

Amboy died on Feb. 21.
Vail, Edmund “Ned,” 73, formerly of

South Amboy died on Feb. 19.
Van Pell, Glenn, 85, of Parlin died on

March 10.
Walas, Barbara J., 68, of Sayreville

died on March 2.
Woznica, Margaret, 83, of South Amboy

died on Feb. 21.
Zelenak, Jean, 74, of Parlin died on

Feb. 25.
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T.A.S.A. (Teen Association of South Amboy) held their annual awards dinner last month.
Members of the association were honored for their hours of dedication and community
service.  Mayor John T. O’Leary, Senator Joseph Vitale and T.A.S.A. director Rick Spinelli
presented the awards.  Mayor O’Leary and Senator Vitale are pictured (center) with the
T.A.S.A. members, mentors and members of the First Presbyterian Church. (Photo by Brian
Stratton)
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(732) 721-1166

360 Main Street
South Amboy, NJ 08879

NJ License #2878

Pleasant Little Trivia
By Tom Burkard

1.President of the South Amboy Lions
Club in ’62?  a.Roland Prudhorn b.Ray
Tomaszewski c.Franklin English

2.Sayreville’s Police Chief in ’83?
a.Douglas Sprague b.Raymond Sweeney
c.John E. James

3.St. Mary’s senior class president in
’71?  a.Frank Minnick b.Peter Hoff c.Michael
Kulick

4.In ’74, this liquor store was located at
32 Washington Rd., Sayreville?  a.Village
Inn b.Johnny’s Package Goods c.Bognar’s
Liquors

5.South Amboy’s Chief of Police in
1994?  a.Leo McCabe b.Steve Pavich
c.Gerard Pizzillo

6.In 1973, this barber shop was located
on Burlew Place, Parlin?  a.Terry’s b.Harry’s
c.Dino’s

7.South Amboy’s Fire Chief in ’75?
a.Arthur Burke b.Walter Kozak c.Henry
Megill

8.Pastor of St. Bernadette’s in 1980?
a.Rev. Frank Russo b.Rev. O’Day c.Msgr.
O’Boyle

9.St. Mary’s HS school play in 1995?
a.Bye Bye Birdie b.West Side Story c.Man
of La Mancha

10.Captain of the Morgan Hose &
Chemical Co. #1 in ’75?  a.Joseph Loy
b.Arthur Nevin c.Kenneth Brown

11.In 1988, there were two delis with
the same name in both South Amboy and
Sayreville.  What were they called?  a.Marie
& Donnie’s b.Smiley’s c.Tasty’s

12.Chief of the Sayreville Fire Dept. in
’79?  a.Francis D. Waitt, Jr. b.Ronald Skwira
c.John Kennedy

Answers
1a 2b 3b 4c 5a 6b 7b 8a 9a 10c 11b 12c.

Providing Better Playgrounds And
Improving Playground Safety

Middle school students are more likely
to be physically active if they are given an
attractive place to play and are supervised.

Physical improvements to school
grounds, such as basketball hoops and ten-
nis courts, along with adult supervision,
were associated with 4 times as many boys
and 5 times as many girls being physically
active during free time.  James F. Sollis,
Ph.D. of San Diego State University says,
“The results raise the possibility that mak-
ing realistic improvements to school envi-
ronments could increase the physical activ-
ity of students throughout the school day.”

In conjunction with physical improve-
ments, safety concerns should rank high on
the list.  It is estimated that more than 500
children are seen in U.S. emergency rooms
each year.

Head injuries are usually the most seri-
ous problem.  Broken bones, sprains and
dental injuries are common in about 25-30%
of playground accidents on home playground
equipment.  About 75% of playground inju-
ries are due to falls.  The second most
common cause of injury is being hit by
equipment or being cut by sharp hardware
screws.

The best way to prevent serious head
injuries and broken bones is to have a soft
surface under the playground equipment.
Even a 1-foot fall onto asphalt can cause
serious injury.  A 4-foot fall onto packed
earth or grass can also cause serious injury
or death.  Recommended  surfaces include
sand 10" deep or wood chips 12" deep and
rubber outdoor mats.  Swings should be
made of soft materials such as rubber plastic
or canvas.  Screws should be covered and
wood should be free of splinters.
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Sayreville Spotlight: Wayne J. McCormack-Man On The Go!
By Tom Burkard

Wayne J. McCormack was born July
25, 1944 to Audrey and John McCormack.
He is the third eldest of seven children.
Sadly, his father died when Wayne was 11
years old.  Audrey had to return to work and
Wayne assumed many household duties
which included taking care of his younger
siblings.

His mother, although a convert, firmly
believed in a Catholic education for her
children, and Wayne attended St. Mary’s
Grammar School and St. Mary’s High School
(now Cardinal McCarrick).

He has many fond memories of those
youthful days when he was growing up in
South Amboy.  “I had great friends.  It was
a wonderful town to grow up in.  I went to St.
Mary’s when there were nuns, and they
were strict.  From kindergarten through se-
nior year of high school, I was an altar boy/
server,” McCormack said.  A 1964 graduate
of St. Mary’s High, he pointed out two
teachers who were inspirational to him.
“Sister Dominic was a wonderful lady, and
we had a wonderful rapport.  I think she still
might be teaching at the Mount.  She looks
better without the veil.  Also, Tom Otto was
a gentleman who helped many, many kids
throughout his career at St. Mary’s,” he said.

Wayne also recalled the fun times when
he hung out at Vince’s on the corner of Pine
Ave., with good friends Joe Kabarec, Tom
Purcell and Joe Martin.  He also remem-
bered walking past the casket of Governor
Harold G. Hoffman when he died.

When his mother passed away several
years ago, his family asked that in lieu of
flowers, donations be sent to St. Mary’s
High School, to be used to help a less fortu-
nate youngster with their tuition.  The dona-
tions amounted to approximately $2,700.
Wayne said, “Mom put us through St.
Mary’s, so we felt we’d give back.”

McCormack worked for Conrail as a
freight agent.  During his tenure in that
position, he received an Associate Degree
from the Academy of Advanced Traffic
Management in New York City.  He is now
retired.  He has been a tennis instructor, and
“Other than computer, I am very intrigued
with the history of Williamsburg, Virginia.”
Wayne has been married to wife, Carol, for
35 years.  Upon moving to Sayreville 27
years ago, they became parishioners of Our
Lady of Victories Parish.  Dedicated to
service to his Church, he volunteered to
teach CCD Confirmation classes, and did so
for 25 years.  Additionally he organized and
chaired a committee that sponsored Christ-
mas Concert fundraisers for the parish.
Currently, he serves as a Eucharistic Minis-
ter.  Also, he recruited and assigned volun-
teer workers for the annual parish carnival.

Wayne continues his ministry by acting
as a Eucharistic minister at Robert Wood
Johnson Hospital, where every Friday, he
brings communion to those Catholics who
are hospitalized.  He was recently honored
for his hours of service to the hospital.

Community service is very important
to Wayne and Carol.  He was a member of
the Jay-Cees and also served as vice-presi-
dent.  For the past 13 years, he has been a
member of the local draft board, and is a poll
clerk in the primary and general elections
for the Borough of Sayreville.  Carol, re-
cently retired, had been a mathematics
teacher for 41 years at Sayreville War Me-
morial High School, and was advisor to the
National Honor Society.  Additionally,
she has been a volunteer
reader for Recording for
the Blind and Dys-
lexic for 15 years.
RFBD provides
textbooks on
tape/CD for
blind or vi-
s u a l l y
h a n d i -
capped stu-
dents.

Wayne
was ap-
pointed by
M a y o r
K e n n e d y
O’Brien to the
local Board of
Health.

In 1988, Wayne
and Carol hosted an ex-
change student from Germany.
They still maintain contact with Ralph.  In
addition to visits to Germany, they look
forward to his visits to the U.S.  Their
involvement with the program and positive
experience led Wayne to become actively
involved with the American Intercultural
Student Exchange program.  He interviewed
prospective host families and placed several
students in local homes throughout central
Jersey.

The Knights of Columbus have a very
popular and energetic State Advocate in
Wayne, who is quickly moving up through
its ranks.   He has really made his mark on
the local, district and now state levels of the
organization.  He has two more seats to
advance through, treasurer and secretary
before reaching the top spot of State Deputy,
which should be in several years.

The very personable McCormack joined
the Knights of Columbus in 1989, after his
wife called from the K of C Hall where she
was giving blood, and suggested that he
‘come down and talk to someone about
joining.’   “My first degree was at St.
Bernadette’s, and it was a rainy night,” he
said.  He worked his way up through all the
chairs and then in 1994-95, became Grand
Knight of Our Lady of Victory Council
#2061, where he was a member of the first
and second degree teams.  “The District
Deputy liked my style, felt I was ready to be
Navigator,” McCormack stated.  He then
followed as Faithful Navigator of Our Lady
of Victory Assembly #0670, and then be-

came Color Corps Commander.
In July of 1995, he was asked to become

District Deputy and was reappointed for
three additional terms.  At the New Jersey
State Council level, McCormack was ac-
tively involved and served on the annual
Convention committee for two years.  Un-
der William Birtwhistle, PSD, he served on
the Metuchen Diocese Degree Team Evalu-
ation Committee.  State Deputy William J.

Kennedy, K.G.C.H.S. recognized
Wayne’s dedication to service

and commitment to the ide-
als of Columbianism and

appointed him to the
position of General

Program Director.
In addition

to overseeing all
the programs
sponsored by
the Knights of
C o l u m b u s ,
during his ten-
ure as General
Program Direc-
tor, he was in-

strumental in or-
ganizing the June

2002 District Deputy
weekend.  He also over-

saw and coordinated the
installation dinner for Bill

Kennedy.  “Bill Kennedy’s last
wish was that I would follow him as a state
officer,” said McCormack.

Wayne is very proud of the Knights of
Columbus for their charitable works, espe-
cially the way they have helped the victims
of Hurricane Katrina.  “Nationwide, we’ve
raised over $2 million dollars for them, and
$250,000 alone in New Jersey.  For every
million we send down, the Supreme Council
matches it.  The Knights helps any devasta-
tion, charities, children, etc., he said.

As State Warden, McCormack has in-
cluded applications for the Third Degrees
on the State Web site.  The degrees are all
included on a spreadsheet for rapid confir-
mation and speedy response by the degree
team captains.

In his role as State Advocate, Wayne
mediates council problems.  He instructs
councils in the legal aspects of the order.
He’s actually a mediator, counselor, and
peacemaker, as he deals with lots of Knights.
“There are always problems with personali-
ties.  My job is to sit down and see what the
problem is, and straighten it out without
having anyone leaving upset.  I always say
that our motto is The Knights of Columbus
is Catholic gentlemen,” stated McCormack.

In 2003, Bishop Paul Bootkoski recom-
mended Wayne for membership in the elite
Equestrian Order of the Knights of the Holy
Sepulchre of Jerusalem.  He joined the order
in September along with FSD William
Birtwhistle and current State Deputy,
Reginald Beckett.

Along with his duties as a State Officer,
he is actively involved with the Diocesan
Legislative Dialog Committee.  This group
informs current legislators of concerns of
the Catholic community related to social
issues/social justice, Catholic schools and
respect life issues.

Why should young men join the Knights
of Columbus?  “It’s a very good foundation
for a young man.  It keeps you involved with
the church, and you get to know the com-
plete background of the church,” said
McCormack.

One of the hardest-working and most-
dedicated members in the Knights, he said
that, “I’ve worn many hats in the Knights of
Columbus,”   He’s probably worn them
better than anyone in the organization’s
history!  Truly outstanding work and ser-
vice!  Thank you, Wayne!
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Poochie
Doo

ALL BREED GROOMING

149 NO. BROADWAY
SOUTH AMBOY, NJ 08879

732-525-1172

Coast Guard BM2 Peter Niestempski (l) was
promoted to his present rank on March 1,
2006.  Peter is a Boatswainmate aboard the
USCGC Barbara Mabrity, homeported in
Mobile, Alabama.
BM2 Niestempski graduated from South
Amboy High School, Class of 2000.  He is the
son of Raymond and Joanne Niestempski of
South Amboy.  Bravo Zulu!

Cabaret Night
-April 28

South Amboy Main Street will present
“Cabaret Night” featuring the “Musical
Maestro” known as Lou Kady, on Friday,
April 28 at Martini’s Restaurant, Rt. 35
North, South Amboy.  There will be dinner,
dancing, a silent auction, door prizes and
entertainment.  Admission is $65 per per-
son, and a cash bar is available.  Seating is
limited, first come, first served.  For tickets,
contact Main St. office at 732-525-0958.
All proceeds of this event will benefit South
Amboy Main Street.

Old Commercials
*Pepsi has more bounce to the ounce.

*Why take less, when Pepsi’s the best?  *Be
happy, go lucky!  *Socialites prefer Pepsi.
*And away go troubles down the drain,
Roto Rooter.  *Colgate fights tooth decay,
helps fight bad breath all day.  *Kool Aid,
Kool Aid, tastes great.  Wish we had some
can’t wait!  *Winston tastes good like a
cigarette should.

Sacred Heart
Fundraiser

Sacred Heart Home School Associa-
tion will hold a towel and linen fundraiser at
Sacred Heart Memorial Hall, Washington
Ave., South Amboy on Fri. and Sat., April
21-22 from 9 a.m. to 9 p.m., and on Sun.,
April 23 from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.  Over 900
sheet sets will be on display.  Also available
for purchase: comforters, blankets, towels,
rugs, pillows, mattress pads, bath sets,
kitchen linen and much more.  Save between
25% to 40% on your linen needs.  For more
info call 732-721-0834.

Golf Outing
Cardinal McCarrick High School’s foot-

ball team will hold its 8th Annual Golf
Outing, May 8th starting at 11 a.m. at Bun-
ker Hill C.C.  For more info, call 732-721-
0748, ext. 5.

“Pot Luck Supper”
St. Mary Church will hold a “Pot Luck”

supper on Holy Thursday, April 13.  For
more info call Susette at 732-525-0141.

Memorial Day
Events

Commander Frank Sullivan of The
Catholic War Veterans Sacred Heart Me-
morial Post 0578 has listed plans for Memo-
rial Day events, on Monday, May 29.

Starting at 8 a.m., a Mass will be cel-
ebrated at the Church of the Sacred Heart
Mausoleum, located in the Church Cem-
etery on Johnson Lane, Parlin.  Immediately
following the Mass, all in attendance will be
invited to assembly along with the members
of the Catholic War Veterans at the Veterans
Monuments in the cemetery for the Memo-
rial Day services.  Following the services,
members of the Catholic War Veterans will
proceed to Sayreville and march in the an-
nual Sayreville Memorial Day parade.
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Flashback-1993-Pictured at the 25th Anniversary (1968-1993) celebration of St. Mary’s
High School dedication are (l-r) the late Sister Mary Madeline McCarthy, who was principal
in ’68,  John Gloss, principal in ’93, who is currently a priest, Richard Mager, a former teacher,
and Sister Mary Dominic, a former teacher.  (Photo by Tom Burkard)

On February 9th the seniors of the Cardinal McCarrick Lady Eagles basketball team honored
their late coach Don Szatkowski at half time of the Edison game.  The seniors are the last
group of girls to have been coached by Szatkowski.  They presented his wife Mary Fern (r)
with a plaque that will be hung up in the corner of the Eagles Nest.  The corner will be renamed
“Coaches Corner” as a memorial to Szatkowski’s 13 years of dedicated coaching.  This
corner is where coach Szatkowski could always be found before each home game and at
the end of each home game talking with his girls.  Along with the senior players many of
Szatkowski’s family members and former players were there to honor him.

Fishing Flashes
by Teo “Weebles” Weber

Salt Water
The Mackerel have left and probably

won’t return until April.  Meanwhile, Striped
Bass action has started in the Bay at
Cliffwood and Union Beaches.  A few nice
ones have been taken but whatever action
there is consists mostly of shorts under the
20-inch mark.  The action can be described
as a good pick. The same goes for the ocean.
Flounder season will open on March 23rd.  It
doesn’t look to be that good as fyke netters
reported very few during the winter and
those that have been caught and released by
anglers fishing for Bass have been very few.
Despite the court case by angler groups
against the NMFS, the Atlantic Fisheries
Commission approved the same regulations
for Fluke we have had in the past few years,
8 fish at 16 Ω inches with a season going
from May 13th to October 9th.  Party Boat
fishing for Ling on wrecks to 20 miles out is

now very good.  Some Blackfish and a few
Pollock are also mixed in.
Fresh Water

All streams stocked last year for Trout
will close on Monday March 20th and will
reopen with Opening Day set for April 8th at
8 AM. You can still fish for Trout in Round
Valley. There is some action from shore at
both boat ramps. The Delaware River has
Channel Catfish available by the Trenton
Power Plant area. There are Stripers there as
well.

Comedy Night
Mechanicsville Hose Co. will hold a

Comedy Night on  April 1st at the South
Amboy Knights of Columbus Hall on Fourth
St.

Tickets are $40.For more info call Bob
at 732-727-2856.
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From The Local Band Archives

1967-The outstanding first edition of Strange Brew really rocked the area from 1967-71.
Pictured top row (l-r) Don David, Mickey Kutz, Gene Crowley.  Bottom (l-r) Greg Evigan (TV
superstar), and Charlie Cunliffe.  (Photo courtesy of Clem Skarzynski)

Pictured at the annual Brookdale Guitar Show is Joe Striffilino and crew from “Musicians
Workshop,” located on Rt. 9 North in Marlboro.

35 Years Ago
Springsteen Played At SayrevilleJan.

18, 1971-Bruce Springsteen played in
Sayreville for the first time at D’Scene, a
nightclub located on Route 9 North.  His
band Steel Mill was headlining, and Godzilla
was the opening act.

The play list included: He’s Guilty;
Goin’ Back To Georgia; Oh Mama Why?;
Change It (Revolution); Black Widow Spi-
der; Dancing In The Street; Honky Tonk
Women (Jammed); I Can’t Take It No
More; Train Ride; I Gotta Be Free; Turn On
Your Love Light (Jammed); Resurrection;
Run Shaker Life.

Bruce also came back in late July of
’71 for two more dates and five shows.

#1 Pop Hits-
March 31
1999-Believe-Cher
1981-Rapture-Blondie
1974-Sunshine On My Shoulders-John Den-
ver
1962-Don’t Break The Heart That Loves
You-Connie Francis
1958-Catch A Falling Star-Perry Como
1949-Cruising Down The River
1930-Happy Days Are Here Again

#1 Country Hits-
March 31
1992-There Ain’t Nothin’ Wrong With The
Radio-Aaron Tippin
1983-Swingin’-John Anderson
1979-I Just Fall In Love Again-Anne Murray
1966-Waitin’ In Your Welfare Line-Buck
Owens
1959-Don’t Take Your Guns To Town-
Johnny Cash
1946-Guitar Polka-Al Dexter

Guitar Show Brings Out Buyers
By Clem Skarzynski

Raritan Bay guitar repair guru, Joseph
“C.J.” Civitano brought it all together again
recently at the annual Brookdale Guitar
Show, at where else, the Donald Warner
Student Life Center at Brookdale Commu-
nity College.

The co-sponsors, Nothing New Music
and 90.5, Brookdale’s public radio station
made it a great day for the vendors and
buyers alike.

Among local vendors, Joe Striffilino
from Musicians Workshop on Rt. 9 North in
Marlboro, was keeping his crew, Andrew
Lofrano, Jimmy Hollander, and Mr. Ian
West busy at the booth.  Paul Sarvey was at
the helm of East Brunswick’s Guitar Center
booth.  Others on hand were John & Guys
Vintage Amps from Toms River, Jimmy
Somma and his crew from Sommatone Amps
in Somerville, Bob Leibner from Colts Neck
Custom Shop, Harry Sullivan from Toobz

Amp Service in Freehold and DC Guitar
Cabinets in Lincroft.

Chris Plunkett from South Street Stu-
dios in Freehold shared his newly titled CD
“Sunday Shuffle” a mix of light jazz and
easy listening-really nice blend of funk,
reggae, jazz with superb bass lines-”Sunday
Shuffle” and in a “Blue Shade” my faves.
Nice job, Chris.

Quick to mention that “C.J.” Civitano
is now taking enrollments for his Eastern
School of Fretted Instrument Repair for
those of you who would like to learn every
aspect of guitar repair.  For more info con-
tact “C.J.” at 732-866-9024 or e-mail-
info@repairguitar.com.  Until next time, be
well and rock on !

P.S. Steve Scherak from Musicians
Workshop is going on tour with the band
“The Abajo.”  Steve, good luck and have
fun.  See their web site www.theabajo.com.

The fabulous band, Smoke and Mirrors features (l-r) Mike Free, Slick Vic, Hollywood How,
Dave “Davey D” Silva of South Amboy, and Neil Downs.

Smoke And Mirrors Involves Crowd
Smoke and Mirrors is a party dance

band consisting of 5 experienced musicians
who provide music that keeps the crowd on
its feet.  While playing the classics, S & M
prides itself on doing it in a fun, creative
way.  Each gig so far has maintained crowd
participation, not just by keeping them on
the dance floor, but by involving the crowd
in several songs.  The band’s dynamics in
the music urges the people on the dance
floor to pound with their feet, and tempts
listeners to sing along.

Smoke and Mirrors features superb
drummer/percussionist Dave “Davey D”
Silva of South Amboy, who also sings har-
monies.  He is the foundation on which
Smoke and Mirrors can groove every song.
Solid rhythms and a Latin groove that al-

lows S & M to perform every song with a
feel that makes you want to dance.

Davey D has been performing in local
South Amboy bands like JD Law with Jim
Campbell, and taking over drums duties
from Mike Kelly in Bomb Squad.  South
Amboy natives, Mike Bloomer and Mike
Sharp were also members of Bomb Squad.

The rest of the fine lineup for Smoke
and Mirrors is: Hollywood How on lead
vocals and guitar; Slick Vic M who plays
sax and sings lead vocals; Mike Free-bass
guitar, backup vocals; Neil Downs-guitar
and backup vocals.  Smoke and Mirrors is
the real deal.  These guys can play, and are
the ultimate party band.  For all booking
inquiries please contact Mike Free Produc-
tions Voice: 917-364-1362 or e-mail
mike@smokeand mirrorsband.com

New Music
By Phil Rainone

R&R Music DJ’s 732-754-2413

David Bowie-  The Platinum Collec-
tion (EMI)

There are reissues- most time run of the
mill- then there’s Bowie reissues!  This 3
disc set –’69 to ’02- is the best of the best of
the “Man Who Fell to Earth.”  Bowie is a
great storyteller, “Space Oddity,”
“Changes,” etc., who never conforms to the
times, “Ziggy Stardust,” “Modern Love,”
etc., but embraced them.  He held a mirror up
to society, fashion, and the entire world,
giving his unique take on the times, “Rebel,
Rebel,” “Heroes,” etc.  Vanilla Ice, “Ice Ice
Baby”, made his collaboration with Queen,
“Under Pressure,” infamous.  The Ice Man
nicked the chorus and rapped up a storm!

Bowie was no slouch in cover tunes
either.  He turned The Stones “Let’s Spend
the Night Together,” into a sugar high rocker,
and Springsteen’s “It’s Hard to be a Saint in
the City,” into a kooky, glam rock number,
that even had The Boss doing a double take
to see who had written the once, mid-tempo,
bluesy rocker.

This set reads more like a “Great Hits”
album, because you know there’s a lot more
to come from the ‘Thin White Duke!’ –Aka
David Bowie.

Kenny Rogers- 21 Number Ones (EMI)
Before going solo, Rogers was the lead

singer of The First Edition- Something’s
Burning- in the 60’s.  Then in 1976, he
struck gold with “Lucille,” jokingly referred
to as “you picked a fine time to leave me,
loose wheel!” From there he went on to
fame and fortune, don’t forget his chicken
franchises, with The Gambler, Lady, and
duets with Dolly, Islands in the Stream, and
Sheena on Bob Seger’s, “We’ve Got To-

night,” etc.  Besides the bonus track, #22,
“Don’t Fall in Love With a Dreamer,” this
album is the definitive best-of-the-best of
Kenny Rogers, including “Through the
Years.”

Cracker- CD/DVD- The Best of- (EMI)
Cracker has always been a band that’s

hard to pigeon hole, a good thing.  There’s
rock, alt., pop, punk, and mish-mosh of
musical styles, in this 15 song collection.
Teen Angst and Low are staples in most
DJ’s cases, and Euro-Trash Girl, and the
amazing cover of “Shake Some Action,” by
The Flaming Groovies will make any party
bounce!

The DVD is a mix of 5 MTV style
videos- Low and Teen Angst are coolly
funny, and 9 tunes from a live set from ’93
in Denver.  This is a band that had all the
right moves, both in the studio, and on stage!
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School Sports By Tom Burkard

Bombers Win District 20 Title
The Sayreville Bombers record-setting

wrestling club captured its first District cham-
pionship.  Coach John Denuto’s fabulous
team brought back four champions-Eric
Tsang (125 lbs.), Scott Poore (140), Tom
Danielsen (145), and Mike Velardi (171).

Denuto, in his first year at the helm, was
named the district’s “Coach of the Year.”
Velardi was selected as “Outstanding Wres-

tler” after topping returning champion Misha
Esipov, of West Windsor-Plainsboro South,
6-4 in the title match.

In Region 5 competition, Danielsen took
2nd place in the (145) lb. class; Tsang was
3rd in the (125), and Velardi also copped 3rd
in the (171).

The Bombers set a school record for
most victories, as they finished with a
standout (17-7).

Six wrestlers notched 20 victories or
more this season.  Danielsen, Velardi, and
Tsang all advanced to the NJSIAA Tourna-
ment Finals.  Poore, George Kosanovich,
and Herbert Nieves also won 20.   Under-
classmen showing potential were sopho-
mores Mike DeLuco  Ricky Petrocelli, and
freshmen Ramon Santiago, Nick Ronan and
Dan Bergfeldt.

McCarrick Falls In Final
The highly-talented Cardinal McCarrick

girls basketball team fell to a strong Trenton
Catholic club, 64-53 in the Non-Public South

B championship game at Lakewood on
March 8.

The Lady Eagles trailed 15-13 after the
first quarter, but took a 27-26 lead over the
top-ranked Trenton (25-3) team at halftime.
Trenton Catholic came back fired-up after
the intermission, and took control of the
game, building a 38-33 lead after three stan-
zas.

The Trenton powerhouse had beaten its
previous tourney foes by 39 and 38 points,
but the determined, young Blue & Gold
contingent hung in and gave it their all, right
until the final buzzer.

Junior Jess Pruiti topped the locals with
16 points.  Senior Karen Guszkowski ended
a fine schoolgirl career with 13 points and
10 rebounds, while freshman phenom, Chris
Kier had 5 rebounds and 5 assists.

Cardinal McCarrick finished with an
outstanding (24-4) record, the school’s best
in history.  Congratulations to Coach Lynn
Ust for turning in another superb job!   Next
year should be even more exciting!

Big Year For South Amboy

Besner, Abadie All-
Area Picks

Bobby Besner of South Amboy, star
swimmer for St. Joseph’s boys swimming
team, was an All-Area Boys Swimming 1st
Team selection in the Home News Tribune
for the 400 free relay.  Besner, the senior
captain, helped lead the Falcons to their
22nd state championship.  His 1:47.70 is one
of the top 20 of all-time at the school.

 Rachel Abadie, also of South Amboy
and a soph at Bishop Ahr, was picked for the
Home News Tribune’s All-Area Girls Swim-
ming 1st Team for 100 fly, 200 medley &
free relay.  She finished 2nd in the 100
butterfly and 3rd in the 50 freestyle at the
GMC Championships.  Congratulations to
both standouts!

Rosario:  County
Scoring Champ And
Much More

Cardinal McCarrick’s junior superstar,
scoring-machine, Vincente Rosario, turned
in an unbelievable season, as he led Coach
Joe Lewis’ Eagles to a fine (17-11) record.

Rosario’s accomplishments and record-
breaking statistics were simply phenom-
enal.

He was the Middlesex County scoring
champion by pouring in 825 points for a
29.4 avg.; set a new county mark for 3-
pointers in a season by nailing 131.

He also set St. Mary’s/Cardinal
McCarrick records for most points in a sea-
son; best scoring avg. in a season; most 3-
pointers made.  Rosario missed George
Krzyzanowski’s single game scoring mark
of 50 points by pumping in 49 in a win over
Piscataway.

He finished the season with a career
total of 1,366, 227 shy of toppling
Krzyzanowski’s 35-year old school record
of 1,592.

Eagles Top 5 All-Time Leading Scor-
ers-#1 George Krzyzanowski 1,592; #2
Vincente Rosario 1,366; #3 Kevin Oliveri
1,078; #4 Kevin Burns 1,052; #5 Rob Zaleski
1,022.

Charmello Wins 3-
Point Crown

South Amboy Lady Guvs’ soph super-
star, Katey Charmello led the Middlesex
and Monmouth Counties in 3-point field
goals with 63.  The talented hoopster fin-
ished the season with 387 points, and a 16.8
avg., both 7th best in the county, while
raising her career scoring total to 715 points.
She will surely join the elusive 1,000 point
club next season.  Congratulations!

Ust Chosen “Coach
Of The Year”

Lynn Ust, girls’ basketball coach of
Cardinal McCarrick, was recently chosen
“Coach Of The Year” by Home News Tri-
bune.  Ust led the Lady Eagles to a (24-4)
record, the best in the school’s history, and
upped her two-year mark to (45-8), and a
perfect (32-0) in Blue Division games.  Two
years ago, Ust replaced the late and beloved
Don Szatkowski, who had an outstanding
career at the helm.

Lynn was Middlesex County’s All-
Time leading scorer with 2,191 points after
her graduation from Hoffman in ’87.  She
went on to star at Rutgers University, and
then coached on the collegiate level for 10
years, after briefly coaching at St. Peter’s.
Congratulations, Lynn on another excellent
season!

South Amboy Middle Schools 7th/8th grade boys basketball team turned in a 13-5
record. Pictured Front row (l-r): Chris Tereman, Eddie McKeon, Matt Reagan, Kieran
Lenahan, Dustin Devoe. Middle row (l-r): Mario Batista, Dominick Couvertier, Dan
O’Connor, Tom Holovacko. Back row (l-r) Sean McNeil, Craig Warzecha, Joe Charmello,
Dylan Brown, Luke O’Connor and Coach Greg Castello.
(Photo by Brian Stratton)

South Amboy Wins
County Title

The South Amboy boys 14 and under
basketball team captured the Middlesex County
Freeholders County Tournament champion-
ship on March 13 with a 53-42 victory over
North Brunswick.  SA was led by the strong
offensive play of Joe Charmello and Lavone
Graham, who combined for 37 points in the
victory.  Luke O’Connor handed out 6 assists
for the county champions.

In the 61-47 semi final win over Fords
Bearcats, South Amboy was led by Tom Reilly
with 14 points.  Dan O’Connor dished off for
8 assists, while Tom Costello and David Langan
scored 12 and 11 points respectively to con-
tribute to the triumph.

Tom Reilly and Ed O’Connor were the
coaches of the championship club.  Congratu-
lations, on a terrific championship victory!

South Amboy’s 7th/8th Grade boys’
basketball team turned in a sparkling (13-5)
record under Coach Greg Castello.  Led by
the prolific all-around play of Joe Charmello,
SA proved that they will be an exciting
group of youngsters to watch in high school
during the next 4 seasons.

Charmello, a highly-talented 8th grader,
burned the nets for 512 points (28.4), hauled
in 220 rebounds (12.0), and dished out 65
assists (3.6).

Even more incredible is the fact that he
scored 20 points or more in all 18 games,
which included 7 games with 30 or more
points.  Scoring wise, Charmello peaked
during the last two games of the season,
when he poured in 34 and an unbelievable
45 points, while ripping 23 and 20 rebounds.

Final Statistics
Total Points-Charmello 512 Luke

O’Connor 103 Matt Reagan 75 Dan
O’Connor 72 Kieran Lenahan 72 Dustin
DeVoe 47 Chris Tereman 44 Craig
Warzcheca 19 Dylan Brown 11 Dominick

Couvertier 11 Tommy Holovacko 3 Eddie
McKeon 2 Mario Batista 1 Sean McNeil 0.

Scoring Avg.-Charmello 28.4 D.
O’Connor 8.0 L. O’Connor 6.0 Reagan 4.4
Lenahan 4.2 DeVoe 3.6 Tereman 3.0
Warzcheca 2.0.

Rebound Avg-Charmello 12.0 L.
O’Connor 5.0 Warzcheca 5.0.

Assist Avg.-Reagan 6.0 Charmello 3.6
D. O’Connor 3.0.

The Cardinal McCarrick Lady Eagles Basketball team finished with a 24-4 record best in the
school’s history.  Pictured (l-r) front row, Tori Costa, Chrissy Keir, Jessica Costa and Danielle
Lussier, middle row, Michelle Alphe, Jessica Pruiti, Kristen Babulak, Rosaly Diaz, Morgan
Biloholowski and Anne Trecolis, back row,  Coach Audrey Taylor, Coach Greg Babulak, Mgr.
Brooke Biloholowski, Jenna Begreen, Lauren Zarentello, Patricia Langan, Danielle Lieberman,
Karen Guszkowski, Mrg. Lauren Puk, Head Coach Lynn Ust and Coach Christine Noble.
(Photo by Brian Stratton)

Katey Charmello
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LOCAL SPORTS MEMORY MACHINE
By Tom Burkard

Glory Days In
Local Sports

From The Sports Archives

1971-It’s hard to believe, but it’s been 35 years since this legendary Hoffman team finished
with the second best record in the school’s history (22-4, .846).  The Guvs had the highest
scoring team in Middlesex County, and surprisingly did not win a championship!
Top (l-r) Bill Parsons, manager, Ron Croddick, Tom Szatkowski, Mike Colucci, Tom Wortley,
Bob Levins, Gary Lange, Dennis Yanoski, Pat Quinlan, Doug Buckalew, Jim Wurth,
manager.  Kneeling (l-r) Jim Croddick, Coach Ray “Butch” Tomaszewski, Dan Paone.
Missing from photo was Jim Keegan.

1946-St. Mary’s stopped
Perth Amboy’s basketeers, 27-
17 behind Reggie Carney’s 8
points, and 6 from Dan Fuller.
1954-St. Mary’s beat Perth

Amboy St. Mary’s, 63-58 in
basketball. Tom Malik was top
scorer with 20 points followed

by Bob Smelas 11 and Jim Murray 10. 1965-
Sayreville’s boys hoops team finished (18-
5) under Coach Jim Inman.  Jeff Osowski set
a new Middlesex County scoring record as
the scoring champion with 661 points, and a
28.7 avg.  He was followed by Bob Nita 299,
13.6; John Karlowitz 153, 6.7; Burdak 146,
6.6; Richie Marcus 144, 6.5. . 1975-Jerry
Kotula’s sacrifice fly in the eighth inning
drove in Ron Stillwagon to give Hoffman a
thrilling 1-0 victory over Dunellen.  Jack
Conlon hurled 2 scoreless innings to notch
the victory. 1983-Hoffman girls basketball
team won the E.F. Hutton Holiday Tourna-
ment by crushing East Brunswick, 44-27.
Nancy Garsick led the way with 16 points,
Kim Reick scored 15, and Lynn Ust ripped
10 rebounds. 1996-St. Mary’s nipped
Dunellen, 4-3.  Nick Sas drilled two RBI
singles, and Brian Moy was the winning
pitcher. 2000-Sayreville boys basketball
squad opened its season with an easy 67-36
romp over North Brunswick.  Samir Sanu
poured in 24 points, and Steve Gitlin 10.

Sport-Girls Basketball
Year-1987
Teams-Hoffman (7-0) vs. St. Mary’s

(7-1)
Recap-Hoffman, ranked #1 in the Home

News, won its 45th straight game under
Coach Reggie Carney, annihilating St.
Mary’s, 76-32.  The Lady Guvs raced out to
a 20-4 first quarter lead, and upped it to 40-
11 at halftime, and 58-21 after three stanzas.
Tricia Popowski was high scorer with 22
points.  Lynn Ust scored 12 and grabbed 9
rebounds, Jenny Kuziemski scored 15 points,
Krissy Kuziemski added 11 tallies, and Lisa
Smith notched 7 steals.  Janine Barella was
top scorer for the Blue & Gold with 9 points.

Boxscore
Hoffman 76
Popowski 22 J. Kuziemski 15 Ust 12 K.

Kuziemski 11 Smith 6 Chris Noble 6 Mary
Ann Lewis 2 Maryann Stephanick 2.

St. Mary’s 32
Barella 9 O’Leary 8 Mancuso 7 Julg 6

Harkins 2.
MVP-Hoffman’s entire starting 5, as it

was a great, all-around team effort, with
everyone contributing.

40 Years Ago
1966-The Sayreville Bombers boys

basketball squad finished (9-13).  Leading
scorers were: Bill Mandy 316 points, 14.4
avg.; Dale Kurowsky 311, 15.6; Wally
Senkowski 239, 11.4; Warren Walerzak 190,
8.6; Tony Jozefowicz 125, 6.3.

60 Years Ago. . .
1946-St. Mary’s powerhouse basket-

ball team pounded Rutgers Prep, 55-21 for
its 18th consecutive victory, and 20th win of
the season.  Coach Charley Eppinger used
his varsity for the first half only, as his
starters built up a 36-11 commanding lead.

Top scorers for the Eagles were Danny
Fuller and Reggie Carney with 12 points
apiece, and Leo Kedzierski and Bill
Kennedy, who tossed in 8 each.

From The C.Y.O. Sports Archives. . .

1970-71-Pictured is the Our Lady of Victories talented 7th-8th Grade boys  basketball team.
Top row (l-r) Head Coach Leo Farley, Steve Birmingham, Bob Latham, Tom Boyer, Jeff
Connors, Brian Swider, Kevin McHugh, Cliff O’Brien, Mike Klein, Coach John Wojcik.
Bottom row (l-r) Scott Fitzgerald, Jeff Pavlik, Jim Wojcik, Kevin Keegan, Mike Crummy, Terry
Dodge, Chris Boehm, Richard Brierly.  (Photo courtesy of John Wojcik)

Confessions Of A South Amboy Half-
Court Basketball Player
PART 3:  “GAME DAY”

I woke up at three o’clock in the morn-
ing to a rapping sound.  Not really a rapping
sound, but a mixture of rapping sounds, like
someone was knocking at the front door,
and another banging on the back door, oth-
ers walking on the roof and still more people
tap, tap, tapping on every window in the
house.  I got up, out of bed, and checked the
house, but I could find nothing, not one
person and all the noise had ceased.

Puzzled, I got back into bed, closed my
eyes, but the sounds started again; and then
in my mind’s eye I could see it all very
clearly.  I was up the tank on Christmas
morning, 1955, and the banging sounds were
the sounds of all the happy hordes of
hoopsters bouncing their brand new Christ-
mas Day basketballs on both ends of the
macadam playing surface of the basketball
court and it was grand windy, sunshiny,
marvelous day.

 I could even see myself with a strange,
manic grin on my face bouncing my own
new “J C Higgins” basketball.  Not knowing
that with each bounce I was pounding the
fragile, slippery, balloon like ball into the
egg shape that would render it lopsided and
totally useless after its one Christmas Day of
glory.

 Every single solitary day was game
day at the tank.  As the saying goes today we
played 7/52/365 and that included Christ-
mas, New Years, Memorial Day, July Fourth,
Labor Day, Thanksgiving and Easter.  The
only days that maybe there was no game was
Good Friday with its solemn religious sig-
nificance, and Halloween with its “right
after school” immediacy and its other
worldly, mystical mojo..But that’s a big
maybe.

Even though South Amboy is a basket-
ball town, it goes without saying that it also
is very much a baseball town, and we loved
to play baseball.  However, after those after-

noon games were over up at Veteran’s Field,
we made it as fast as we could back to the
tank in our full baseball uniforms to play
some basketball until the sun went down.

Finally, I remember a night at the tank
that continues to both amuse and scare me at
the same time.  It was a school night in the
fall of 1959, Johnny Paczkowski, Ed’s
younger brother, dislocated his fragile knee
during a two on two game.  It wasn’t the first
time this injury had happened to him, but it
still was scary to see him down on the
ground with his knee twisted grotesquely
out of shape.

I ran down to his father’s house to tell
him what happened, so he could notify the
police and the first aid squad.  When I got
back to the court it had turned dark, but to
my amazement and delight the police and
first aid squad turned their spotlights on the
far basket so we could continue our game.

It was wonderful to be able to play
“under the lights” at the tank.  However, it
was also a bit surreal to be playing a basket-
ball game in seemingly battlefield condi-
tions with Johnny laying there like an in-
jured “soldier” being lifted onto a stretcher
into the first aid vehicle.

Now that I think of it, it was very much
like that scene in “Apocalypse Now,” where
the colonel decides he wants to go surfing in
the middle of an air assault by the1st Air Cav
with incoming mortar rounds and AK-47
bullets stirring up the surf.

I hope that I gave some feeling of how
much time we spent at the court, and  how
much of a labor of love that time represented
to us.  I hope, also, it does justice to the half
court players who spent their time at the
other courts in town and to the players who
are playing there today.

Till Next Time:  “Make Two Lines for
the Lay-up Drill”

The Ghost

T.H.E.
Game

By Tom Burkard
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Jack McKeon: Talks About Being A Grand Marshal, Baseball
And Much More An Exclusive SA Times Interview

By Tom Burkard
I was honored once again to be invited

to visit with and interview one of my very
good friends, the great Jack McKeon.  South
Amboy’s favorite son was in town to serve
as Honorary Grand Marshal at South
Amboy’s largest St. Patrick’s Day Parade in
history.  He also participated in all the St.
Patrick’s Weekend fun and activities, while
spreading his trademark good-will and
warmth to everyone he met. The following
is the interview which was conducted on
March 10th, the day before the parade.

Jack said that, “It’s a tremendous honor
to be selected as Honorary Grand Marshal.
I come here for 3 or 4 days, and I always get
hounded by people.  It makes you feel so
good that people still remember you, and are
thankful for the recognition you’ve brought
to South Amboy.  People say you’re one of
the few guys that come back to town, and I
try to make it back twice a year, because I
think it’s a way of saying to the people of
South Amboy that they were good to me,
Hey, I still remember my roots and I don’t
want to forget you guys, you know run off
into the sunset and never come back.  I enjoy
coming back.  You walk down the street,
and people remember you and talk to you.”

I asked McKeon who would win the
new World Baseball Classic Tournament.
“The Dominican has a good lineup.  Korea’s
not bad.  I’d rather see the WBC played in
the fall, when guys are really in shape.
Puerto Rico is good.  Like NCAA basket-
ball, one bad game and it could kill you.  It’s
good for baseball.  Some countries are get-
ting recognition by playing against the U.S.
It raises their level of enthusiasm by saying
their players are as good as anybody in the
world.”

Jack said that the off-season for him
wasn’t as hectic as 2003 after winning the
World Series Championship.  “I had a chance
to relax and get to see my grandkids play,

one wrestles for Duke, and another plays
baseball at UNC at Wilmington.  We’ve also
got a seventh grader on the junior high team,
so we got a chance to work with him, and
polish him up a little.  I also did a little
traveling around the country speaking.
Overall, I spent a lot of time speaking at
Florida retirement homes telling people to
get out and exercise, get a hobby, join a
youth group or get involved with youth

teams.  Become active.  I had a lot of fun
down there.  I told some baseball stories.
There’s a lot of New York and New Jersey
people down there, and they relate to base-
ball and the Yankees.”

How did they feel about you beating
their Yankees?  “You get ripped about beat-
ing the Yankees in the World Series all the

time, but I think that brings you recogni-
tion.”

Jack McKeon is a very special man, and
has accomplished far more than the average
person.  “I’ve been very fortunate.  The
Lord’s looked after me, and it’s a case of that
I’ve gotten tremendous opportunities, and
I’m just lucky to have taken advantage of
them.  A lot of it comes back from my
upbringing in South Amboy.  I’ve always

respected the way people treated us as young-
sters and gave us the opportunity to play so
much baseball, and once again, I respect all
the time what Allie Clark, the first major
leaguer from town gave us.  He provided the
spark to pursue a career in baseball.  I think
he was the stimulus, because we all had that
great love for the game,” he said.

The two-time National League “Man-
ager of the Year” visited Cardinal McCarrick
High School, and said, “Seven or eight kids
came up and shook my hand, and I
autographed their hats.  They were very nice
and remembered me.  You can’t take this
away from the people of South Amboy.
They’re just genuine.”

He spoke very highly of South Amboy
and how he and his family had been treated
during their visit.  “Louie and the staff at
Sciortino’s took time to recognize me and
were very hospitable, as was Tony and his
workers at the Paramount Diner.  It killed
me that I can’t spend enough time visiting.
They wanted me to be in Florida last Mon-
day, but I said I can’t do it because I’ve got
to be part of a parade in my hometown.  So
they said okay, make it next week.  Jeffrey
Loria and Larry Beinfest are very under-
standing.”

He also commented on South Amboy’s
new look, saying, “I love the way the city of
South Amboy has been refurbished.  I’m
surprised every time I come up here with the
great work that’s been done.”

On his way to South Amboy, he stopped
at Atlantic City and had a very special re-
union with someone he had not seen in 64
years.  Sister Ambrose was Jack’s 6th grade
teacher at St. Mary’s Grammar School, and
is now at Atlantic City.  I received a letter
from her telling me that she had taught Jack
when he was a youngster, so I forwarded it
onto McKeon, and also printed the letter in
my newspaper.  Jack kept the address from
the letter and made it a top priority to visit his
favorite teacher, now known as Sister Frances
Hewitt.  He said that, “After missing her on
a trip to Atlantic City a while back, I called
and told her that the next time I come up, I’ll
stop and see her.”  A man of his word, he

continued on page 25

South Amboy’s baseball legend, Jack McKeon (r) was back in town to serve as Honorary
Grand Marshal at the St. Patrick’s Day Parade.  One of his many stops along the way was
at the new Paramount Diner on Rt. 35 in the Morgan section of Sayreville,  where he gave
some batting tips to one of the owners, Tony Palmieri (l).  (Photo by Tom Burkard)
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W W W. ?

Does this local building look familiar to you?  Send your answer in to: satimes@aol.com.

WWW.? Winners
The answer to last month’s WWW.?

picture is the Sayreville Water Tower or
Sayreville Water Tank, located on upper

Raritan Street.  Winners were: Patricia
Czechowicz, Mary Ann Matarangolo, Estelle
Pluskota, W. Tom Kross, Alisha Sharma,
Don Zrebiec.  Congratulations!

The Buzz On Broadway
The Moon Is Blue.  According to NASA,

over the next 20 years there will be only 17
blue moons and apparently none in 2006.
Well, once again South Amboy has proven
the experts wrong.  On February 25 our Blue
Moon rose and it will last more than the
standard 29Ω days.

Thanks to the imagination, dedication
and hundreds of hours of work by the owner,
Adrienne Salmon and her helpers, the Blue
Moon Saloon opened on South Broadway.
With great care, attention to detail and work-
manship, the Blue Moon
is the latest and perhaps,
one of the most finely
crafted new establish-
ments in New Jersey.

The Blue Moon of-
fers special sandwiches,
finger foods and a fine
selection of martinis,
beers, wines and other
liquid libations.  It is
quickly becoming the
preferred downtown spot for those who want
something different.  If you’re looking for
an alternative for lunch, a new place to meet
friends or make some new ones or a some-
where to relax at the end of the day, visit the
Blue Moon real soon.

A New Day Dawning on Broadway.
That’s the way one member of the SAMS
Promotion Committee described our new
logo.  Featuring stylized versions of Broad-
way buildings, the logo was designed by Joe
Schwartz of Bullpen Communications, who
saw them as one of the most interesting
features of our downtown.

The design confirms two of SAMS pri-
mary objectives — protecting, promoting
and preserving our built heritage and nurtur-
ing and assisting the businesses and people
who live and work downtown.

The slogan, “I Love This Place” was an
easy choice for the Committee.  It sums up
how we all feel about South Amboy.

The logo and slogan were officially
unveiled at the St. Patrick’s Day Parade.
Soon you will be able to have your own copy
of it on merchandise that will be available
through the South Amboy Main Street of-

fice at 110 North Broadway.
SAMS Needs You.  South Amboy Main

Street always has room for new Ideas, Vol-
unteers, Members and Sponsors.  We want
you help us continue the rebirth that is
happening downtown.

Call, visit or email SAMS at
edmssa@yahoo.com if you have a sugges-
tion, can give your time to a special project,
become a Member of a Committee or con-
tribute to our Fundraising Campaign.

Join SAMS to ensure a bright future for
South Amboy.

More Is Better.  Attract
more customers with better
and brighter Visual Mer-
chandising.  Participate in a
free program provided by
SAMS, DCA and SABA.

Iola Harper, a retail op-
erations specialist, with Ma-
ven Inc. will be in South
Amboy next month to intro-
duce high impact, cost ef-

fective visual merchandising techniques to
our business community.  Iola is offering a
two part program.

Part 1: For Everyone
On April 18 at 6:00 pm at the Seniors

Center on Stevens Avenue, Ms. Parker will
present her, “Wow!  What A Window!”
seminar offering advice, tips and techniques
that you can use to draw more customers
into your business.  Be sure to attend.

Part 2:  For 3 or 4 Businesses
Earlier on April 18th , Iola will have

individual evaluation sessions with three or
four business who agree to try her recom-
mendations.  About a week later, each par-
ticipant will be sent an action plan with
specific, practical improvements and a real
world budget.  Iola will be back a month
after the initial recommendations are imple-
mented by each business.  She will review
the results, provide more assistance & de-
liver a 12 month promotional program de-
signed for each participant.

If you’re willing to try something new
and better, call the SAMS office at 732-721-
0958 or contact any of the SABA Executive
today!

Pictured at the pre-St. Patrick’s Parade party at the AOH are honorees from (l-r) “Butch”
Mulvey, Dave Magill, Claire Noble, Jack McKeon, Ann Marie Cronin, Anna Mae O’Connor
and Leo McCabe.  (Photo by Tom Burkard)
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LETTERS

Dear Tom,
I just got done addressing a check to

The SA Times for $18 for my annual sub-
scription for the best newspaper in the uni-
verse!  I always read it in its entirety from
cover to cover because there are just so
many interesting articles and pictures in it.
Kudos to you for a great job, Tommy!  I will
be looking forward to each and every
monthly issue and will scour it with great
pleasure and enjoyment, and also recall all
the great memories from the past that you
provide.

Best Regards,
Alex “Jocko” Jakimowicz
(Formerly of South Amboy)
(H.G. Hoffman H.S. Class of ’68)

To South Amboy First Aid & Safety
Squad,

To all of you wonderful compassionate
people who give so unselfishly of your-
selves.

I would like to express my gratitude for
your prompt professional and considerate
action for me recently.  Unfortunately, I had
to get to Robert Wood Johnson in New
Brunswick, and your response was imme-
diate.

Again, I thank you from the bottom of
my heart and wish I could do more to show
my appreciation and gratitude.  You cer-
tainly are one of South Amboy’s “finest”
and we are all so fortunate to have your
dedication to our community.

Sincerely,
Carolyn Nappe
South Amboy

Credit Union Youth
Week

April 24 to 28 is being observed by Parlin
DuPont Employees Federal Credit Union.  This
year’s theme is “my money, my credit union,
where i belong”.

The credit union will be having activities
and prizes for its young members and will be
offering a matching deposit up to $10.00 for
opening up a new Youth Savings Account and
a free $25 deposit for a new Youth Checking
Account.

The CEO of the credit union stated
“WE’RE OUT TO BEAT LAST YEAR’S
SAVINGS DEPOSIT GOAL, SO EMPTY
YOUR PIGGY BANKS AND COME ON
IN!”

According to a recent CUNA Youth Ini-
tiatives survey, 34% of high school seniors said
they were “not sure at all” or “not too sure”
about their ability to manage their own fi-
nances.  66% said they were “somewhat sure”
or “very sure”.  However, all groups failed a test
of financial literacy.

Young people are encouraged to take ad-
vantage of the information and guidance the
credit union offers to help them become savvy
financial consumers.

This year’s celebration coincides with the
credit unions’ Enterprise Car Sales Event on
April 28, featuring great cars to test drive and
the credit unions’s great low used car rate.  If
you are member eligible you can join, shop for
a great car and apply for a loan at the same time.
Talk about easy!

Become a member of Parlin DuPont Em-
ployees Federal Credit Union and have fun too!

Bikes Needed
“Pedals For Progress” is a non-profit

group that collects used bicycles that can be
recycled for use in Third World countries.
With use of a bicycle, an individual has a
greater opportunity for employment that may
not be in the immediate area of one’s home.
The South Amboy/Sayreville Rotary Club
will hold a bicycle collection on Sat., April 29
from 9 a.m. to noon at St. Mary’s School
parking lot.  If someone has an old bike they
would like to donate, please bring it.  You’ll
be helping someone in a foreign land!

Pack 391 had their annual Blue & Gold Dinner on Sunday February 26, 2006. Receiving the
Arrow of Light Award and graduation into Boy Scouts are (l-r) Zachary Scupp, Ray Tierney,
Peter Mischutin, Michael Rand and David Belenski.  Great job boys and good luck in boy
scouting.

Green Songs Trivia
(In honor of St. Patrick’s month)

By Tom Burkard

1.__Green, Green Grass Of Home                       a.Brothers Four
2.__Jolly Green Giant                                          b.The American Breed
3.__Green Tambourine                                        c.Tom Jones
4.__ The Ballad Of The Green Berets                 d. The New Christy Minstrels
5.__Green Green                                                  e. The Kingston Trio
6.__Green-Eyed Lady                                          f. Jim Lowe
7.__Green Onions                                                g. Gary Lewis & The Playboys
8.__Green River                                                   h. The Lemon Pipers
9.__Greenback Dollar                                           i. Booker T. & The MG’s
10._Greenfields                                                     j. Sugarloaf
11._Green Door                                                     k. The Kingsmen
12._Green Light                                                     l. SSgt. Barry Sadler
13._Green Grass                                                    m. Creedence Clearwater Revival

Answers
1c 2k 3h 4l 5d 6j 7i 8m 9e 10a 11f 12b 13g.
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Long, Long Ago

This structure is believed to have been located
near the Luke A. Lovely American Legion
Post #62, South Amboy on David Street,
during World War II to spot submarines or
water landings.  (Photo and information
courtesy of George Selover)

Tricky Tray-April 21
Animal Rescue Force is holding its

annual Tricky Tray/Chinese Auction at the
East Brunswick High School, Cranbury Rd.,
East Brunswick on April 21 to benefit Ani-
mal Rescue Force.  General admission is $5.
Doors open at 6:30 p.m., and ticket pulling
starts at 8 p.m.  Numerous prizes including
color TV, DVD player, digital camera,
vacuum cleaner, bicycle, gift certificates,
gift baskets, 50/50 raffles, and much more.
For more info call 732-257-7559.

Gerry’s World Of
Snakes

Special guest, Gerry Wronski, will dis-
cuss and show examples of the snakes of the
New World at a presentation at the Interpre-
tive Center of Cheesequake State Park on
April 9 at 1 p.m.

The Bell
By Dennis O’Leary

Oh yes, out there, I see it
Its sails of red and gold
But sure I know it comes for me
And not because I’m old
For I have filled my mission
And I have rung my bells
And I have told my stories
Of heavens and of hells
Oh yes, the Bos’n’s piping
The whistle-one-two-three
And I can feel it to my toes
-I know he pipes for me

“Come on, old son, put down your toys,
We’re pulling into dock
Look up the church tower tells it all
One minute to twelve o’clock”
Already I’ve put down my toys,
My storybooks and rings
I threw away my favorite mug
My friends have all my things
You know WE only sing awhile
Our coins, our friends, the games
Our epitaph “yes we meant well”
-Another passing name

But give us souls we’ll meet again,
And show us brand new things
We’ll laugh and kiss and take our hands
And slip on brand new rings
For what did I take with me?
Why was I even here?
To make a whole new version of me
To ring a bell more clear
I hear the last bell ringing
The gangplank from the sea
OK, on board I’m coming
That bell, it rings for me.
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Happy Easter!

This photo was taken after the South Amboy Knights of Columbus Council #426 held its
Breakfast with the Easter Bunny in 1997.  The dapper looking Easter Bunny gets ready to
leave in his vintage pickup truck.  (Photo by Tom Burkard)

Aging 101
By Elaine Scott

Schools teach biology, theology, cos-
metology, archaeology, psychology, ichthy-
ology, and countless other “ologies.”
“Know-it-alls,” like Martha Stewart, make
fortunes giving advice on how to iron a
doily, fold a towel, dust a lampshade, and
decorate a flowerpot.  “How-to” books
abound with instructions for fixing a leaky
faucet, saving time, and even ways to cheat
on job applications.  Yet, there’s a subject
which goes untaught; one for which there
are no helpful hints at all.

Those of us who can remember Jack
Benny turning 39 year after year have long
ago begun fibbing about our ages like he did,
whenever we feel like it.  The reason is that
we just don’t know how to be older, so, it’s
easier to “fudge” it.  As young children, we
had always been told to “act our ages.”
Now, after climbing the hill and slipping
down the other side, we haven’t a clue as to
how to do that.

Everywhere you look there’s someone
trying to make money by telling us how to
look, dress, and feel younger.  There are
moisturizers on the market carrying the la-
bel, “anti-aging,” which gives the message
that it’s equivalent to a felony to be older.
Commercials on TV use models around the
age of 20 to prove how effective beauty
creams work in making skin look more
youthful.  On home shopping networks, you
can see aging actresses and models selling
their own line of miracle creams for younger
looking skin, as soon as their facial surgical
scars can go undetected before the cameras.

Our English language seems to, also, be
pro-youth.  In the dictionary, you can find
definitions for the word, “young,” as being
“vital and full of life.”  Definitions, though,
for the word, “old,” can cause us psycho-
logical trauma, as there’s nothing nice about
being “decrepit and stale.”   The way we
speak can sometimes be a “downer,” too, for
mature people. For example, when it’s said
that someone “looks young for their age,”
it’s a compliment.  Ah, but, if it’s said that
someone “looks their age,” it’s not.

What we need is a course, called Aging
101, to help us adjust to this twilight zone
which is far scarier than any of Rod Serling’s
old TV shows.  Aging 101 could have les-
sons to reassure us there’s nothing wrong in
being older.  We could learn the meaning of
a new word, “acceptology,” explaining that
acceptance of what is natural is far better
than denial.  It could also provide a Help
Line for those days when we pass a mirror in
a mall, or look at our reflections in a badly
lit, public lavatory mirror.  It could give
warnings to prevent us from becoming part
of the “polyester crowd,” as, we, Baby
Boomers, had referred to older women, be-
fore becoming one of them ourselves.  It
could also teach us patience when driving
our car behind a slow “white head” driver by
reminding us that our own heads wouldn’t
be so rich in color if it weren’t for hair dyes.
It could also help us to understand Newton’s
law of gravity and make us cede to the fact
that what was once “up” must, in time,
“come down.”

Years ago, women seemed to have
adapted to aging far, far better than my
generation is doing.  They had let their hair
turn gray, put on comfortable slippers, got
out their knitting needles and sat in their
rocking chairs.  On the other hand, maybe,
they had just given up, thinking there’s no
use in fighting Father Time.  I doubt if many
women my age could do that.  Giving up just
never was in our vocabulary.

As for myself, I think I’d pass on Aging
101, anyway.  I’m too busy working, living,
and buying every moisturizer on the market,
so I really wouldn’t have the time for attend-
ing classes.   Besides, “39” isn’t such a bad
age to be.

*** This column is dedicated to Rosanne
Cross Savoi.  As young girls together, we
had shared our secrets for looking older.
Now that we are older, we share our secrets
for looking younger.  Going full-circle in
life is so much better when you do it with a
friend. ***

 (Elaine “Holton” Scott may be con-
tacted at siteseein526@aol.com.)

Golf Outing-May 10
The Our Lady of Victories School

Alumni Association will host a fundraising
golf outing-”The OLV Open” on Wed., May
10 at the beautiful Pebble Creek Golf Course
in Colts Neck.  Proceeds from this fundraiser
will benefit the school.

There will be a “shotgun start” at 12:30
p.m.  Cost is $110 per person which includes
the round of golf, cart fees, golf welcome
packet, lunch before the start, BBQ buffet
dinner with beer/wine after the event.
Awards ceremonies and raffles will be held
during the dinner.  Prizes will be awarded
for longest drive and closest to the pin (men’s
and ladies), lowest score (foursome).  A
special “Hole-in-One Challenge” will also
be held, with a chance to win a 2006
Chevrolet Impala.

For more info or to register, call Lisa

Craft And Food
Show

Crafters Wanted: The First Presbyte-
rian Church of South Amboy is sponsoring
its annual Spring Craft Show and Food Sale.
Date is May 13 from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. in the
Church basement, 150 South Broadway,
South Amboy.   Tables are available for $20
inside and $15 for a space outside and you
bring your own table.  Deadline is April 22.
Call 732-727-2354.

Grankowski 732-266-7444 or Joe Kabara
732-257-4351.  For sponsorship info and
rates, contact Pam at OLV school develop-
ment office 732-721-2335.  Registration
deadline is April 4.
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South Amboy resident, Mel
Meszaros (to the right with
cowboy hat and black jacket
with EGA on it) recently went
to Iwo Jima.  He said that, “It
cost me $5,000 to travel
halfway around the world to
the tiny island of Iwo Jima
(sulfur island with black
sand), 2 miles wide and 4
miles long, as part of a
special tour commemorating
the 60th anniversary of the
Battle of Iwo Jima, which
cost the lives of 6,851
Marines.  To walk in the black
sand and stand atop Mt.
Surabachi was worth every
penny and then some.
Words cannot describe the
emotions and feelings I
experienced standing atop
Mt. Surabachi.  As a member
of the John Basilone Det.,
my pilgrimage to Iwo was a
way of honoring Sgt. Basilone (Medal of Honor recipient, resident of NJ, and killed on Iwo,
Feb. 19, 1945.  While standing atop Mt. Surabachi, the rope attached to the 20 ft. flag pole
broke (close to the original spot of the famous flag raising).  Several ROTC Marines and
myself lifted the pole from its casing, lowered the pole to the ground, replaced the rope, and
again the American flag was raised atop Mt. Surabachi.”



South Amboy-Sayreville Times March 31, 2006   25

Wisniewski Sponsors Legislation
Assemblymen John S. Wisniewski, Neil

Cohen, and Upendra Chivukula sponsored
legislation to toughen penalties for indi-
viduals who possess or distribute phony
public utility employee identification badges.

“Generating plants and other utility fa-
cilities are potential terrorist targets, and we
need to mitigate our state’s vulnerability.
It’s tantamount to a security breach to not
have strong penalties in place to punish
individuals who pirate utility identification
credentials,” said Wisniewski.

Under the measure, any public utility
employee who allows another person to use
their identification would be subject to
$10,000 in fines and/or 18 months in jail.
Penalties would also extend to anyone who
displays or uses a public utility identifica-
tion badge to deceive another person, and to
anyone knowingly caught in possession of a
forged public utility identification.

The bill would also classify forging
public utility ID badges, possessing the
materials for forging badges, and distribut-
ing or using phony public utility employee
identification badges as crimes punishable
by up to $150,000 in fines and 10 years in
jail.

Additionally, any person using or dis-
playing a false utility badge or attempting to
impersonate a utility employee would be
facing up to $15,000 in fines and 5 years in
jail.  The measure was approved 76-0.  Now
it heads to the Senate for further approval.

The Sayreville War Memorial High School Theatre Society recently presented “Once On
This Island” to rave reviews.  Under the direction of Dr. Michael A. Piccurrio the cast and crew
did an outstanding job with this very interesting show.  Pictured: “Timoune” bottom right
played by Caitlin Bovery  and “Daniel” bottom left played by Chris Grimm as they are
watched by the gods (l-r front row) “Asaka” Nicole Ortizio, “Erzulie “Caitlin Moskwa, (l-r top
row) “Papa Ge” Angelo Palma and “Agwe” Chris Mattaboni.  (Photo by Brian Stratton)

made good on his promise and went to the
convent.  “We had a nice chat about the old
days and reminisced.  She follows the activi-
ties of the local area through your newspa-
per.  She’s 87 years old, looks good and is
still teaching.  I felt good about seeing her
again.  I often thought about her, but you lose
track of those people.  She said I was tough
in school, and she knew I would make some-
thing out of myself.  Thanks to you for
sending me Sister Ambrose’s letter, we were
reunited after 64 years!”

What about your new job with the Mar-
lins?  “I’m a consultant and go to Spring
Training for a week to 10 days to look over
and help them evaluate some talent.  I’ll go
out over the summer to look at some of the
minor league players and see what’s hap-
pening with them.  I also do speaking en-
gagements around the country for the Mar-
lins when they want,” he stated.

The Marlins have dismantled most of
their team since last season.  I asked Jack
what he thought about this year’s club.  “We
have a lot of young kids.  They’re inexperi-
enced.  Willis and Cabrera are the only guys
left with name recognition.  It will be pretty
difficult when the season starts to see those
guys produce in certain situations, because
of the kids.

Willis got roughed up by Canada in the
WBC, but I saw him roughed up in Spring
Training before.  He’s a gamer kind of guy,
with great work habits.  He’ll survive.  The
only thing I feel sorry for him is that I don’t
think he’ll have the defense on the infield
that we had in the past.  Gonzalez, Castillo
and Lowell were like vacuum cleaners, and
really helped a pitcher with their great de-
fensive plays.”

He said that he had so many favorite
players on the Marlins, but mentioned that,
“Pierre and Willis are workaholics.  You
like to see the Becketts and Pennys start to
mature and become solid major leaguers.
That was a plus.  I liked them all,” said
McKeon.

I asked him about the latest accusations
against Barry Bonds.  He responded, “What

Jack McKeon
continued from page 19

Egg Hunt
S.A.N.D. will hold its 3rd Annual Egg

Hunt on April 8, 11 a.m. at David St. Park,
South Amboy.  Rain date is April 15.  You
may register ages 4-8 by calling 732-525-
5921.

I’ve been hearing is frightening, and if some
of the stuff is really true, I don’t know if it is,
someone in baseball has got to do something
about it.”

The recent passing of Hall of Famer
Kirby Puckett saddened the baseball world.
McKeon had a very high respect for the
Twins centerfielder, whom he had known.
“He was a lot like Dontrelle Willis.  He
loved the game and brought passion to it.  He
always had a smile on his face and never
took anything too serious, never too high or
too low.  He just went out and did his job.  He
was a heck of a teammate from what I gather
from people who knew him well and played
with him.  I’m sorry to see a guy at 45 go that
quick, but you know, we all gotta go some-
time.  He did a lot for the community of
Minnesota.  He played the game like it was
supposed to be played,” McKeon stated.

Jack, who resides in North Carolina,
runs into a few big leaguers once in a while,
such as Gaylord Perry, Tommy Byrne “The
old Yankee pitcher,” and Grady Little man-
ager of the Dodgers.  “I used to see Enos
Slaughter a lot, but he passed away a couple
of years ago,” he said.

What will McKeon, quite possibly the
only manager ever to win 1,000 games in
both the major and minor leagues miss most
about managing?  “I’ve been through it
before, so I haven’t really missed it that
much.  The thing you really miss is being
around the players and the media, and see-
ing the good old baseball people.  Outside of
that, I still see them at Spring Training.  The
last time I was out, I didn’t miss it for about
a year, and hopefully I’ll enjoy it this time,
and won’t spend much time worrying about
it.  I’ve got 55 years plus in this game, and
still feel great, and if someone wants me to
manage again, great!”

Don’t write Jack McKeon off yet!  This
75-year young baseball genius has a history of
being called in by floundering teams to help
them improve, and his success rate is fabu-
lous.  You never know, he may be back, and
once again we’ll hear the TV announcer
saying, “And now managing, Jack Mc
Keon!”
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O’Leary Praises South Amboy
continued from page 1

Brian Seres (l) and Joe Bartlinski (r) both received Proclamations from Mayor John T.
O’Leary (c) in recognition of scoring their 1000th career points as members of the South
Amboy High School Governors basketball team.  (Photo by Brian Stratton)

teers are an integral part of our City and part
of the “Team effort” that works so well for
the City of South Amboy.

TB  Can you mention any other factors
that have influenced South Amboy’s suc-
cess?

JTO  That’s easy, our success in obtain-

ing grant dollars has given us a leg up and
allowed us to make necessary infrastructure
changes to support the planned intermodal
development as well as our commuter vi-
sion is something we could never have done
without.  Being a small city, the dollars
needed for various improvements could

never have been raised solely by the City.
South Amboy has proven that every grant
dollar we receive is invested wisely and
multi-leveraged.  We have state wide cred-
ibility due to our success.  Besides that, our
location and being the only municipality in
Middlesex County with Train, Ferry and
Bus Service to NYC doesn’t hurt either.

TB  What is the status of the Raritan
Landing Project?

JTO  Raritan Landing is moving along
just fine.  We have been successful in bring-
ing a Technology/Office Park to this project.
The City and Devcor are currently in nego-
tiations with several hoteliers interested in
operating at this site.  The technology factor
in this project is so big the fact that we can
replace so many of the manufacturing jobs
lost in this area with a state of the art data
processing facility, and the hotel, this project
will bring much needed jobs and ratables to
the city.  It’s a long, hard process, but we will
persevere the residents of this City will see
the results.

TB  Do you hear many comments from
colleagues regarding the changes in the City?

JTO  It’s funny you should ask that
question in the past, whenever I met some-
one and was introduced as South Amboy’s
Mayor, I would hear comments like “oh,
that’s the place with a bar on every corner”.
Now, I hear comments that are positive and
people are excited to hear about the transfor-
mation of our City.  They ask about our
projects and congratulate the City on build-
ing for the future.  It makes me proud to hear

people from outside our community speak
so highly of South Amboy.

TB  Mayor, where do we go from here?
JTO  We continue to move forward,

with our eye on the future while never for-
getting the past.  South Amboy has a rich
history that cannot be forgotten.  We must
remember the days when everyone who
traveled to and from the Shore came through
our town stopping for breakfast or a quick
lunch on the way.  The Parkway and Turn-
pike changed that.  We remember that the
America Cup was started here and bring
back recreational activities to our Bayfront.
We remember the John Bull Locomotive,
the first air mail flight in New Jersey and
Radford’s Ferry that were all a part of his-
toric transportation while we enter the 21st
Century planning our Intermodal Transpor-
tation Center.  We build our future using our
history as the mortar.  In addition, we move
forward with projects that will improve the
quality of life for residents a reinvigorated
Business District, a new Main Street Bridge,
a new Senior Housing Project, a new com-
munity center in partnership with the YMCA,
expansions of our recreation areas and pro-
grams, in other words, we keep moving in
the right direction in terms of proper growth,
and job creation we’ll be fine.  We need to
stay the course.

TB  Is there anything else you would
like to say before we end this interview?

JTO  Just that I am proud of my City and
its people.  I’m proud of the organizations
like the American Legion, the Knights of
Columbus, the John M. Donnelly Associa-
tion, the Lions Club, Masonic Temple, AOH,
Elks, Pete Kenny Association, the St. Vincent
de Paul Society and all the others who do
tremendous Charity work in our City.  It’s
all about giving back.  I have always be-
lieved that.  I’m proud of being a Mayor in
a City of Volunteers, where people raise
money for children in need, help their neigh-
bor without being asked and rally for a
fellow resident in tough times.  South Amboy
and its people are truly exceptional..always
have been and always will be. South Amboy
is a great place to live and I know that is what
energizes me to continue to work for its
success.

SAYREVILLE PET
ADOPTION

CENTER
1400 MAIN STREET

SAYREVILLE, NJ 08872

(732) 727-3895
Open Mon., Tues., Wed.,
Fri., Sat. 12 Noon to 5PM
Thurs. 12 Noon to 6PM

Sun. 12 Noon to 3PM

Find our pets online at

sayreville.petfinder.com

Hazel a spayed female Akita Mix is a gentle
and lovely older dog with a sweet nature.
She walks nicely on a leash and would make
a great companion for a senior citizen. She
is spayed and up to date with all vaccines.
She must be the only pet in the home.
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