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HAPPY

4TH OF JULY

South Amboy Guvs Perfect In CJ Group I
By Tom Burkard

Joe Bartlinski, South Amboy High’s
senior pitching sensation, fired the first per-
fect game in the history of South Amboy
high schools, as he led the Guvs to an 8-0
triumph over Keansburg in the Central Jer-
sey Group I championship game!

The Purple & Gold, in winning the
crown for the first time since 1987, also
received a huge offensive game from super-
star, and county batting champion, junior
Brian Seres, who blasted two no-doubt-
about-it home runs, the first, a grand slam in
the second inning, and also a 3-run shot in
the fourth, accounting for an incredible 7
RBI!

In the bottom of the fourth, with SA
holding an 8-0 lead, right after Seres second
homer, the weather gods started playing a

Central Jersey Group 1 Champions!!  The South Amboy Governors captured the CJ title by
beating Keansburg 8-0.  Pictured: Front row (l-r) Bryan Klein, Mike DeJoy, Joe Tarallo, Brian
Seres, Joe Bongiorno,  Kyle Blum, Eric Oppenheimer.  Back row (l-r) Assistant Coach, John
Schnyderite, Steven Poltrictzky, Tom Szatkowski, Kyle Ravaioli, Jared Mundy, John
Winkler, Joe Bartlinski, Billy Wanko, Assistant Coach, Dan Poulsen, John Cooney, Assistant
Coach, Greg Castello and Head Coach Denis Bourgeau.  (Photo by Brian Stratton)

game of their own.  There was lightning and
a loud roar of thunder, so the umpires halted
play for the mandatory 30 minutes to see if
the weather improved.  After 20 minutes,
players and fans were getting anxious to
resume play, but another thunder boom was
heard, and the umpires had to extend the
wait for another half hour.  At this point,
many fans were saying that they hoped the
game would resume and not be called before
it was official, so Seres’ 2 homers and 7 RBI
would not be wasted.  Only one fan realized
at the time that Bartlinski was working on a
perfect game.

Fortunately, the baseball gods con-
vinced the weather gods to turn their frowns
to smiles, and hold off for the completion of
the most PERFECT game in high school

Chiefs-Kevin Zebro (c), South Amboy Fire Department’s outgoing Fire Chief, and Tim
Walczak (r), who will be sworn in as the new chief on July 1st, and (l) incoming 1st Asst., Chief
Larkin, are pictured following the South Amboy Memorial Day Parade.  (Photo by Brian
Stratton)

Parlin’s Mulvey
Mets’ Top Pick

By Tom Burkard
Parlin’s Kevin Mulvey was selected by

the New York Mets as their top draft pick in
the second round, the 62nd player chosen in
the Major League Baseball Draft.  His selec-
tion is the earliest ever for a Sayreville/
South Amboy resident.

Mulvey, who was a 2003 All-American
for Bishop Ahr High School, struck out 100
and had an 0.88 ERA, as a senior.  He
finished his high school career with 250
strikeouts.  After graduation, Kevin was
drafted in the 34th round by the St. Louis
Cardinals, but chose to attend the University
of Villanova.

As a freshman in ’04, he turned in a fine
(7-4) record and in 80 innings, fanned 61.  In
2005, he led the team with 73 K’s in 71.2
innings pitched, and fired a brilliant no-
hitter against Connecticut.  Mulvey then
pitched in the prestigious Cape Cod League
in the summer of ’05, and put up some great
numbers: 2.73 ERA, 53 strikeouts in 52.2
innings, and limited opponents to a miniscule
.209 batting average against him.

Mulvey was under the watchful eyes of
Major League Baseball scouts from every
team since high school, and even more so,
while starring at Villanova.  In an interview

this year, he said, “Baseball is all mental,
and I’ve learned to focus out any outside
interference and just concentrate on getting
the ball over the plate.”

He topped the Wildcats with a 3.61
ERA this year, and also struck out 88 batters
in 92.1 innings, while walking only 23, (19
unintentional).  This past May, The Los
Angeles Times rated him

the 13th best pitcher in the draft.  He
was also rated the #30 overall prospect in the
’06 Draft by Baseball America.

Sayreville and South Amboy baseball
fans were thrilled to hear that Mulvey was
picked by the Mets, and so were South
Amboy’s former Major League Baseball
legends, Allie Clark, who played for World
Series Champions on the ’47 Yankees and
also the ’48 Indians, and Jack McKeon, who
managed the World Champion Florida Mar-
lins in 2003.

Clark said that, “I think it’s wonderful
that a fellow we know was picked.  He
looked great when I saw him pitch a few
games.  I think Police Chief Jimmy Wallis
went to every game he pitched.”  McKeon,
when contacted in his home in North Caro-
lina, was elated to hear about Mulvey.  “I’m
very happy to see another youngster get
picked from the area.  We haven’t had a

Drwal, Makowski
Win

Stanley Drwal and Kathy Makowski
won the Sayreville Democratic primary elec-
tion on June 6, and will face Republicans
John J. Melillo and Ron H. Green in the
November election for two Borough Coun-
cil seats.  Drwal notched 1,061 votes,
Makowski 1,041, and Mary Novak 614 votes.

Sires Wins Senate
Race

Albio Sires, a Democrat Assemblyman
from Hudson County, and also Mayor of
West New York, NJ, defeated Joseph Vas, a
Democrat Assemblyman from Middlesex
County, and also Mayor of Perth Amboy,
by an unofficial 80 to 20 margin, in the June
6 primary election for the U.S. Senate.

Classic Car Show &
Flea Market

Independence Fire Co. #1 of South
Amboy will present its 7th Annual Antique
& Classic Car Show on Sun., Aug. 6 from 10
a.m. to 4 p.m. (Rain Date Aug. 13), on
Broadway, South Amboy.

Vans, race cars, 4 x 4’s & bikes are
welcome.  The event features Blacktop Park-
ing; No judging of vehicles; Fans Choice
trophies; Sponsor Awarded trophies; Chief’s
Trophy; Mayor’s Trophy.  Dash plaques
presented to the first 100 entries.  Advanced
entry fee is $10 per vehicle; $15 on the day
of the show.  Vendors/Craft Vendors are
wanted.  Advanced entry-$20, Day of show
entry-$25.  Bud & Bud Light Mugs only $1
for vehicle entrants ALL DAY, provided by
The Landmark Tavern.

The fun day for the whole family also
includes 50’s music by Jukebox Jimmy;
Irish Dancers; Raffles (lots of prizes)!  Come
taste our famous Satski’s Ribs!

For more info call or write: Mike Toth,
41 Miara St., Parlin, NJ 08859.  Tel. 732-
525-8378 or e-mail: mtoth1@optonline.net.

baseball history in South Amboy.
South Amboy also received plenty of

support from Joe Tarallo, who made two
outstanding catches in center field to save
Bartlinski’s masterpiece.  In the fourth, he
was running at top speed to make a sensa-
tional catch on a drive to the fence in
centerfield.  He also came charging in to rob
a Keansburg player of a bloop hit in the sixth
inning.  Tarallo turned in a fine 3-for-4 game
with 2 runs scored.  Jared Mundy stroked 2
hits and stole a base, and Billy “Babe”
Wanko hit the ball hard, and was 2-for-3
with an RBI.

*See our very special section “South
Amboy: The Ultimate Season-CJ Group I
Champions on pages 21-22.

Kevin Mulvey
(Photo courtesy of The Mulvey Family)

major leaguer for awhile, and hopefully
he’ll help keep up the tradition in our area.  I
wish him the best of luck for a successful
career.  I’m happy for him and his family.  I
went to school with his grandfather Jack.”

Mulvey Notes: He was a switch-hitter
in high school and batted .320.  He has been
clocked at 95-96 m.p.h., and can also throws
lefty for fun, and gets it to the low 70’s.

His all-time favorite player is Don
Mattingly.

In an 2004 exclusive SA Times inter-
view, Kevin said “My dream is to play
baseball as long as I can,” and you can bet
everyone in South Amboy and Sayreville is
rooting for this fine young man, who pos-
sesses so much God-given talent, and a fine,
down-to-earth, unaffected personality.  Our
best wishes always to a really great guy, and
we hope to see you pitching at Shea Stadium
real soon.  Let’s go Mets!  Let’s go Mulvey!
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Talk Of The Towns
By Tom Burkard

Garbowski Retires
Carole Popowski Garbowski recently

retired as librarian from the Sayreville Pub-
lic Library after 28 years of outstanding and
dedicated service.  Carole’s kindness and
congeniality will truly be missed.  Con-
gratulations on your very dedicated and
outstanding career!  Enjoy your retirement,
and God Bless!
If You’re Ever In Franklin Park

Stop in and visit The Gondek Family of
Sayreville, who owns and operates the out-
standing Confectionately Yours business.
They not only specialize in handcrafted
chocolates & ice cream, but also sell favors
for all occasions, gift baskets, and offer
delicious meals, and much more.  If you’re
ever out that way, give it a try!
Confectionately Yours is located at 3185
Route 27, Franklin Park.
Fallon Earns Doctorate

Brian Fallon, son of Glenn and Karen
Fallon of South Amboy received his Doc-
torate in Physical Therapy on May 24 from
UMDNJ in Newark.  He is also a graduate
from Seton Hall University with a BA in
science, majoring in biology.  Brian re-
ceived awards in academic excellence and
community service from UMDNJ.  He is
married to the former Jennifer Healy.  Con-
gratulations, Dr. Brian Fallon!
In Memoriam

Judith McCracken Palmer, formerly of
South Amboy died on April 29.  She was a
lifetime member of the South Amboy Fire
Dept. Ladies Auxiliary.

Cecelia Buczek, 93, of Sayreville died
on May 26.  She was a secretary/bookkeeper
with the Borough of Sayreville Water Dept.
prior to retiring 30 years ago.  Ruth Kvist,
75, of South Amboy died on May 29.  She
was superintendent of Sunday School at
Christ Episcopal Church in South Amboy.
Helen Cholewa, 84, of Sayreville died on
June 1.  She and husband Frank owned
Jernee Mill Inn in Sayreville for 25 years.
They will always be remembered.

Pleasant Little Trivia
By Tom Burkard

1.President of South Amboy Lions Club
in 1977?  a.Bob Pawlik b.Steve Gozora c.Ed
Conderacci

2.Sayreville High’s senior play in ’57?
a.Seventeen Is Awfully Young b.Butterflies
Are Free c.Raritan Bay Blues

3.Valedictorian at Sayreville in 1968?
a.Anna Mojeski b.Sara Zall c.Linda Ryan

4.Hoffman High’s senior play in ’67?
a.Flower Power b.Times Are Changin’
c.When Our Hearts Were Young And Gay

5.Student Council President at
Sayreville in ’69?  a.Kenneth Lyon b.Arthur
Birmingham c.Arthur Spiro

6.South Amboy Middle School Saluta-
torian in 1987?  a.Tangereen Krauss
b.Joaquin Wang c.Jason Ingstrup

7.St. Stanislaus Kostka Church’s pas-
tor from 1928-61?  a.Rev. Maciejewski
b.Rev. Madura c.Rev. McGrath

8.Pastor of the First Baptist Church in
1988?  a.Rev. Robert O. Taylor b.Rev. David
Brown c.Rev. Wilbur Newton

9.President of Our Lady of Victories
Senior Citizens in ’80?  a.Katherine O’Brien
b.Emily Triggs c.Kristopf Nezinski

10.Commander of Sayreville VFW Post
5164 in 1980?   a.Richard Koneski b.Edward
Deren c.James Ballini

11.South Amboy Recreation Director
in 1976?  a.John Zdanewicz .bEdward
Flannery c.John Hulsart

12.Named South Amboy Postmaster in
’74?  a.Charles Mahoney b.Norman
Kilcommons c.George Stader

Answers
1b 2a 3b 4c 5c 6a 7a 8a 9a 10b 11b 12a.

The 2nd Annual Sayreville War Memorial High School Hall of Fame Inductees are (Left to
Right): Randy Corman - Class of 78, Victor J. Wolski - Class of 80, Reyne Borup
Quackenbush - Class of 85, Stanley Drawl - Class of 72, Raniero Travisano - Class of 54.

Volunteers Needed
The Sayreville Police Dept. is looking

for volunteers, both male and female, for
training as members of the Domestic Vio-
lence Response Team.  The Team works
with the Police Dept. under the direction of
Women Aware, Inc.  Volunteers must at-
tend a 40 hour training session.  Police
checks are also done prior to acceptance.  To
sign up, or for any questions, call Anita at
732-727-1951 or Jean at 732-634-8589.

Blood Drive
South Amboy Community Blood Drive

is being held on Sunday, June 25 at St. Mary
Church in St. Pat’s Hall. The time is from
8:30AM – 2:00PM. Please bring identifica-
tion with you. You should eat prior to donat-
ing. You will receive a mini physical: blood
pressure, temperature, pulse and iron count.
There will be platelet machines available if
you would like to donate platelets. Cancer
patients need your help. Walk-ins are wel-
come. Home made goodies will be served.
Summer shortages leave the blood supply
critically low. Please save a neighbor- do-
nate blood. Should you have any questions,
please call Susan at 732-220-7077 or Ron at
732-727-2221

A PRAYER FOR HEALING
Lord, you invited all who are burdened to come to

You.  Allow your healing hand to heal me.  Touch my
soul with Your compassion for others.  Touch my heart
with Your courage and infinite love for all.  Touch my
mind with Your wisdom, that my mouth may always
proclaim Your praise.  Teach me to reach out to You
in my need.  Help me to lead others to You by my
example.  Most loving Heart of Jesus, bring me health
in body and spirit so that I may serve You with all my
strength.  Touch gently this life which you have created.
Amen -T.B.

Kreiss Dies At 47
Well-known rocker, Frederick E. Kreiss

IV, who was born in South Amboy, died on
May 31 after a long bout with cancer.  Known
to Jersey rock fans as Stinky

Sonobuoni, he was the front man for
The Mad Daddys, the top rock group in New
Brunswick in the 1980’s and 90’s.  The band
released several records and toured Europe
3 times.

Kreiss is the nephew of the legendary
“Godfather Of Local Rock ‘n’ Roll,” Rockin’
Roger Johnson and his wife Marlene
Johnson.

OUT
OUR
WEBSITE

WWW.THESATIMES.COM
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    Business of the Month  
Josephine Gottesman,

Attorney At Law

Josephine Gottesman, Esq.
Josephine Gottesman, Attorney At

Law, started her solo law practice in
March 1991, shortly after being admitted
to the NY bar. A 1989 graduate of New
York Law School, where she received an
award for excellence in legal research
and writing, Ms. Gottesman was admit-
ted to the NJ bar in 1990. She is also
admitted to practice in the Federal bars of
NY and NJ, the Second Circuit, and the
U.S. Supreme Court. She moved her NJ
office to 540 Bordentown Avenue, South
Amboy, in December 2004, and also
maintains an office in Manhattan at 11
Penn Plaza. A satellite office at Asbury
Park is planned for the near future.

Ms. Gottesman specializes in sev-
eral areas of disability benefits for both
children and adults, including Social Se-
curity disability, SSI, government dis-
ability pensions, long-term disability ben-
efits, Union disability benefits, sever-
ance packages and disability discrimina-
tion.

Ms. Gottesman has a background as
a clinical social worker, having worked
in psychotherapy with both adults and
children. She is very familiar with men-
tal, emotional and physical impairments,
manifestations of illness, and various
medications and their side effects. It is
this familiarity which gives her an advan-
tage, she says, when cross-examining

medical and vocational experts and ob-
taining testimony from clients concern-
ing the side effects of various medica-
tions.

Ms. Gottesman prides herself on
keeping up with the latest legal develop-
ments in this complicated area of law.
She is persistent and comfortable with
cases that take extra time to be success-
fully completed. She offers her time
generously to patient support groups and
regularly conducts community speaking
engagements. She has also appeared on
cable television discussing the legal
rights of disabled individuals. She is
currently involved in prosecuting a claim
against one of the Social Security Of-
fices of Hearings and Appeals for gen-
eral Administrative Law Judge bias
against claimants. Ms. Gottesman states
that many cases are decided upon issues
such as the credibility of the claimant,
protection of the claimant’s rights at
hearings, and the Judge’s attitude to-
wards  the claimant. These issues can be
just as important as the quality of the
evidence presented by the claimant.

Unlike larger firms which do Social
Security work, Ms. Gottesman person-
ally supervises all work on every case,
and personally prepares each client for
his or her hearing. In many other firms,
the attorney who will be presenting the
case meets the client for the first time at
the hearing. By the time the hearing
takes place, Ms. Gottesman knows each
client and his or her case very well.

Ms. Gottesman is a member of the
National Organization of Social Secu-
rity Claimants’ Representatives
(NOSSCR), NYS Bar Association, New
York County Lawyers’ Association, and
the pro bono panels of Eastern and South-
ern District Courts in New York. She
publishes a complimentary quarterly
newsletter. Consultations are compli-
mentary and payment plans are avail-
able for cases that are not taken on a
contingency fee basis.

You are invited to visit her website
at www.disabilitybenefitsattorney.com,
or e-mail her at jogoesq@optonline.net.
Her toll-free number is (866) 721-3060.

Mrs. Kwatkoski’s 2nd grade class at South Amboy Elementary School recently transformed
their classroom into a rainforest as part of a project.  They did a beautiful job!

Credit Union Welcomes New Board
Member

The New Jersey Credit Union League
Board of Directors has a new member:  Mrs.
Christina Olender of the Parlin DuPont Em-
ployees Federal Credit Union in Parlin, New
Jersey. Mrs. Olender was appointed to fill a
vacant seat in the Central District.

Mrs. Olender is the Manager and Board
Treasurer of  the Parlin DuPont Employees
Federal Credit Union, a position she’s held
since 1999 when she was promoted from
Assistant Manager of the credit union. In her
more than 14 years with Parlin DuPont
EFCU, Mrs. Olender was instrumental in
bringing the credit union from a “shares and
loans” credit union to a one that offers its
members the full range of financial services
and opportunities.

An active participant in NJCUL’s Small
Credit Union Committee, Ms. Olender pre-

viously served on the League’s Dues Re-
structuring Committee. She is a past recipi-
ent of the Catherine Miller Newsletter Award
(2003, 2005) and the Alexander Kosobucki
Promotion Award (2004).

The 15-member board oversees and
guides the activities of the New Jersey Credit
Union League. NJCUL, founded in 1934
and based in Hightstown, NJ, is the official
state trade association for credit unions which
are financial institutions owned and con-
trolled by the members that belong to them.
There are more than 253 credit unions in the
state.

For more information, please contact
Sharon Dilling, Director of Marketing &
Communications, NJCUL, 609.448.2426
x110.



4   June 17, 2006 South Amboy-Sayreville Times

Yearbook-Sayreville 1986
By Tom Burkard

Huey Lewis & The News were topping
the music charts with “The Power of Love”
as the Sayreville seniors returned for their
last year.

Rita Whitney was principal, and some
of her fine faculty included: Joan Bodnar,
Patricia Coleman, Anita Ecker, Dolores
Grudziecka, Vija Hazners, Karen Joseph,
Max Klitzke, Patrick Marotta, Janet Phillip,
Ted Solomon.

Sayreville WMHS was filled with ac-
tivities and clubs such as Chorus & Jazz
Band, Varsity Clubs, Improv Troupe,
DECA, Math Club, ACT, NHS, Mythology
Club, Images magazine, Echo Lites news-
paper, which was edited by Margaret Bauer.
The ’85 Fall Drama was “Stage Door,” and
the Spring Musical was “Fiddler On The
Roof.”

Sue Stevens was the Homecoming
Queen for 1985.

The Student Council consisted of Pres.-
Sue Beers, VP-Gary Sabine, Sec.-Amy
Gallagher, Treas.-Patty Hueng.  The Senior
Class officers were Pres.-Sue Howardson,
VP-Michelle D’Alessio, Treas.-Kim
Strouse.

Drum Majors were Ann Marie Ferraro
and Lisa Cupo.  Sue Howardson was the
Twirling Captain, and Amy Gallagher the
co-captain.

Some of the ‘86’ers selected randomly
are: Fran Antonucci (Nice lady), Michael
Anthony, Lori Bal, Cami Baranowski, Sue
Bartkowicz, Debbie Bialoblocki, Susan
Boehm, Ray Braine, Doreen Brown, Theresa
Coffin, William Corrigan, Kelly Coyle,
Sharon Downes, Melissa Eberle, Anita Fox,
Joseph Gondek (Great guy), Tom Hoover,
Neil Jacobs, Carolyn Kiernan, Michelle
Kane, Joan Knast, Amy Kulesa, Paul
Laikowski, Lisa Lakomski, Mike Lynch,
Kathleen Lovely, William Lytkowski, Steve
Maldony, Debbie McKeon, Elisa
McDonough, Alan Michalik, Joe Minnick
(Great guy), Patricia Nanco, Karen Nebus,
Kelly Newsome, Noel Pascucci, Hitesh
Patel, Tammy Pavlik, Cara Peterson, Ilana
Rapp (Great lady, rock ‘n’ roll), Michael
Reilly, Dianne Przybylko, Christine Poll,

Shannon Scully, Meeta Shah, Gail
Travisano, Marcy Treat, Joe Vitale, Kelli
Vroom, William Wolf, Melanie Yanas, Tif-
fany Zalweski, Carol Zamorski.

Major world event in ’86 were: The
Challenger exploding in space, killing
Christa McAuliffe; Chicago Bears winning
the Super Bowl; Van Halen broke up; Ac-
tors Rock Hudson and Yul Brynner died.

Senior athletes selected randomly were:
Dan Armetta, Mike Bouchard (One of the
greatest wrestlers in history & GMCT cham-
pion), Joann Chudkowski, John Clayton
(Great guy), Chris Cook, Patti Cumber,
James Curotto, Christa DeLucia (super
rookie coach of the Bombers varsity softball
team this year), Bryan Dzergoski, Anthony
Evanego, Chuck Frobosilo (One of the great-
est pitchers in history), Christopher
Garbowski (Great guy, super baseball
player), Kelly Griffith, Dan Kilcomons,
Darren Lange, David Leitner, Edward
Maciorowski, Shelly Mayernick, John Metz,
Thomas Murtha, Christopher Tate
O’Connor, Chris O’Connor, Craig
O’Connor, Scott Porpora, Thomas Viola,
Elizabeth Wishnak, Gregory Zrebiec, Ray
Zimmerman, Ron Zimmerman, Laurie
Wedekind, James Van Wagenen.

Joseph Ziemba, Grand Marshall of the Sayreville Memorial Day parade greets the crowd
form the orange corvette he is riding in.  (Photo by Brian Stratton)

St. Stan’s Carnival-June 21-24
St. Stan’s Carnival will be held June 21-

24 from 6-11 p.m. each night at the Parish
Carnival Grounds located on Main St. &
MacArthur Ave., Sayreville.

There will be at least 14 super fun rides
for kiddies and adults.  Pre-Sale tickets and
Super 50/50 raffle tickets will be sold prior
to the carnival at the following locations:
Sat. 6/17 from 8 a.m. to 2 p.m. at Sayreville
Seafood & Deli; Sun. 6/18 from 8 a.m. to 1
p.m. at Sayreville Seafood & Deli; Prior to
Bingo at St. Stan’s Auditorium, Tues. 6/20
from 6 p.m. to 7:30 p.m.; Prior to Bingo at
St. Stan’s Auditorium, Sun., 6/18 from 12
p.m. to 1:30 p.m.

The Carnival will also feature games of
chance, with fabulous prizes for all ages;
Las Vegas “money” wheel for adults; Nightly
and Super 50/50 drawings.  The fabulous
food tent will feature: A wide variety of
ethnic and American homemade foods ;
Mouth watering seafood area; Barbecue
Ribs; Friday Night Fish Fry beginning at 5
p.m.; Scrumptious Desserts for all ages;
Beer Garden; Spezzi’s Specials.

Attractions: Wednesday Night-June 21-
The music of “Patrick & Joanna” at 6 p.m.;

The music of Dave Miller at 8:30 p.m.;
Famous Children’s Characters by Marty
Enterprize at 6 p.m.  Thursday Night-June
22-”DJ Johnny B” at 6 p.m.; Famous
Children’s Characters by Marty Enterprize
at 6 p.m.; Friday Night-June 23-St. Stan’s
School Alumni Night.  Entertainment by
“Triple H Productions”; Saturday Night-
June 24-”The McCarthy Brothers Band.”

Come on out to St. Stan’s Carnival for
a night of fun for the entire family!
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Sayreville Mayor Kennedy O’Brien (pictured left in each photo) is shown presenting awards at the May 22nd Council meeting.  The recipients
in the photos (l-r) are: Michael “Mickey” Sedlak with his son Ron; Danny DiPoalo and his wife Lorraine; Shirley Dill.  (Photos by Clem
Skarzynski)

Outstanding Sayreville Residents Honored
By Clem Skarzynski

Sayreville’s Mayor and Council took
time out of their busy schedule and order of
business at their May 22nd Council meeting
to recognize three Borough residents for
their time and efforts.

First to be honored was none other than
the Board of Recreation’s Director, Mr.
Mickey Sedlak.  Citing June 1, 2006 as his
official retirement date, Mickey was hon-
ored for 56 years of unselfish devotion to
generations of children’s sports and recre-
ational activities in the Borough.  Since
1951, Mickey has spent 7 days and nights a
week either at the Boro’s ball fields or the
Rec Center on Dolan Street, of which was
aptly renamed the “Mickey Sedlak Recre-
ation Center” by a Boro proclamation on
October 27, 2002.  Mickey along with his
wife Cathleen, and children Ron and Nancy,

were present to accept the honors from Mayor
Kennedy O’Brien, and every Council mem-
ber present, along with special wishes from
Senator Joseph Vitale.  Mickey stated, “My
goal was to keep the kids out of courts, and
in the sports.”  And “like the energizer
bunny, after 56 years, it’s time to recharge
the batteries.”

Great, great job Mickey, and on behalf
of generations of Sayreville residents, thank
you!

Also honored for an unbelievable 44
years as a member of the Sayreville Board of
Education, and 50 years as a Borough Vol-
unteer Firefighter, with the Morgan Hose &
Chemical Company #1, was Mr. Danny
DiPoalo.  Danny also holds the distinguished
honor of being the longest standing member
of a Board of Education in the State of New

Jersey.  And in Danny’s words, “It’s been a
long, long time!”  Yes it has Danny, and also
to you, our thanks for your commitments to
our community.

And, not to forget our third honoree, the
Mayor, Council, and Senator Vitale cited
Mrs. Shirley Keenan Dill, the leader of the
Sayreville Lady Dems, for her untiring com-
mitment to speak up and be heard for all the
residents of Sayreville, and her organiza-
tions efforts to support those persons who
work for the betterment of our Borough.
“Shirley’s 14 plus years of service cannot go
unnoticed,” stated Mayor O’Brien, as she
was presented with the award.  Thanks
Shirley, and to the Lady Dems for your
efforts.

During the U.S. Navy’s Fleet Week celebration, veteran advocate, Senator Joseph F. Vitale
(l), on the deck of the Navy’s amphibious assault ship, presents a proclamation to former
Marine Joseph Ziemba (r) of Sayreville.  A survivor of the Battle of Iwo Jima, Ziemba served
as a flame thrower with the 4th Marine Division in the greatest battle in Marine Corps history,
where 1 out of every 3 Marines were either killed or wounded in 1945.  The Japanese had
sacrificed 23,000 lives in that action.
Senator Vitale and Assemblymen John S. Wisniewski and Joe Vas furnished the trip for
veterans from the 19th District as a show of appreciation.

Summer Theatre
Program

Triple H Productions will be sponsor-
ing summer programs in Theatre Arts and/
or Film for students in Grades K-12. Dates
range from July 17 – August 12 (depending
on program). All summer workshops are
held at St. Stanislaus Kostka School (221
MacArthur Ave., Sayreville) and conclude
with a night of student performances and
festivities. Registration is ongoing, how-
ever classes are filling quickly. Discounts
and flexible payment plans are available!
All classes are taught/supervised by trained
teaching artists. For more information (on
cost, dates, times, and programs) or to reg-
ister, please visit
www.triplehproductions.com or call
Wilfredo Hernandez Jr. today at 732-254-
1535.

Dead Dolphin In
Laurence Harbor

By Melody Smith
Experts have been unable to determine

the cause of death for the dolphin that washed
ashore on the beach in Laurence Harbor last
month.

According to Bill Deerr, of the Marine
Mammal Stranding Center in Brigantine,
NJ, the sea mammal was an adult female
Striped Dolphin. “Unfortunately,” he said,
“the animal was quite decomposed and we
were unable to determine cause of death.”

Deerr also said, “While it is not uncom-
mon to have sightings of some species of
cetaceans in the Raritan Bay, it is uncom-
mon to see this species. Striped dolphins
inhabit deep waters offshore and are typi-
cally not seen near the coast.”

While the cause of death remains un-
known for this particular dolphin, pollution
is a major threat to all sea life. Dolphins are
at risk from pollutants and debris in the
marine environment.
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The Luke A. Lovely American Legion Post #62 of South Amboy recently presented awards
to individuals at their local schools for winning the American Legion coloring contest.
Pictured at St. Mary Elementary School are back row (l-r) Principal Donna O’Boyle,
Commander Bob “Zak” Sekerak, Contest Chairman Mike “Woody” McCarthy.  Front (l-r)
Kevin Wiater-3rd place, Emily Geant-1st place, and Alisha Sharma-2nd place.  (Photo by
Tom Burkard)

Pictured at Sacred Heart School are back row (l-r) Sekerak and McCarthy.  Front row (l-r)
Joe Sas-1st place, Brittany Kastner-2nd place, and Principal Sister Kateri.  Missing from
photo was Aleesa Rodrigues-3rd place.  (Photo by Tom Burkard)

Pictured at South Amboy Elementary School top row (l-r) Principal Carol Galley, Sekerak,
McCarthy.  Front row (l-r) Sarah Wells-2nd place, Scott Kwiatek-3rd place, Sabrina Myers-
1st place, and also 3rd place in Middlesex County.  (Photo by Tom Burkard)
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Pictured (l-r) at a fire safety event on June 3 at the Sayreville Public Library, are TV celebrities
Storm Field, Dr. Frank Field, Assemblyman John S. Wisniewski, who hosted the event, and
State Fire Marshal, Lawrence Petrillo.  (Photo by Tom Burkard)

Wisniewski Presents Fire Safety Program

Raritan Bay FCU Holds  Annual Meeting
Raritan Bay FCU held their 64th An-

nual Meeting on Thursday, March 30, 2006.
The newly elected table officers of

Raritan Bay FCU are Edward Mandel, Chair-
man; John S. Szuba, 1st Vice-Chairman;
Thomas Weinman, 2nd Vice-Chairman and
Treasurer; and Daniel Peters, Secretary.

The 64th Annual Meeting was hosted
by Stanley Scibek, Raritan Bay FCU’s 2005
Chairman. He commended the members for
their support, staff for their hard work, and
Board for their leadership and guidance
throughout the past year.

Ronald C. Behrens, Raritan Bay FCU’s
new President/CEO, delivered the Manage-
ment Report, in which he emphasized the
importance of not losing sight of the founda-
tion on which the Credit Union was built,
“People Helping People.” Behrens stated,
“The opportunity for future growth and ex-
panded services will be based on that credo.
I am very excited to meet the goals and

objectives of the Board of Directors and to
work with the outstanding, well-trained staff
here at Raritan Bay.” Mr. Behrens also re-
marked on the amount of new products and
services added to the Credit Union in 2005,
including eStatements and a new student-
run branch located in the cafeteria shared by
Cardinal McCarrick High School and St.
Mary’s Elementary School.

During the meeting, Mr. Robert S. Walls
Sr., President/CEO of the New Jersey Credit
Union League, presented Raritan Bay FCU
with a plaque commending its 65 years of
service to the community.

Raritan Bay Federal Credit Union is a
non-profit, community chartered financial
institution that serves everyone who lives,
works, worships, or attends school in
Middlesex County. Raritan Bay Federal
Credit Union was chartered in 1941, and is
owned and operated by its members.

Assemblyman John S. Wisniewski
hosted an important fire safety event, which
was based on the new “Fire Is” DVD, cre-
ated by famous TV weathermen, Dr. Frank
Field and his son Storm Field.  Also appear-
ing to speak and answer questions from the
audience was State Fire Marshal Lawrence
Petrillo.

As Chairman of the New Jersey Fire
Safety Commission, Assemblyman
Wisniewski has been working on an initia-
tive to increase fire safety education among
children.  Part of that initiative is to get
copies of this educational DVD into the
hands of schools and libraries.

“The current statistics are alarming,
each year too many young lives are lost to
the devastating effects of fire.  We need to
make sure that our schools have the educa-
tional tools they need to teach our children
how to protect themselves and their families

from this all-too-real danger,” said
Wisniewski.

Dr. Field said, “Every day there are
news reports of fires that burn and kill chil-
dren, that destroy homes and families.  The
“Fire Is” series was inspired by stories that
Storm, Allison (his daughter) and I have
covered as television reporters and the les-
sons we have been taught by fire volunteers
and professionals.  It employs a straight-
talking realistic approach, and is a serious
tool for parents, teachers and fire adminis-
trators.”

About 75 people attended the event,
and there were many questions from the
audience at the conclusion of the video.  The
“Fire Is” video was truly outstanding and
should be viewed by all families.  There is no
doubt that the information on it will save
many lives in the future.  Thank you, As-
semblyman Wisniewski!
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HNS Meeting
Middlesex County Federation of Holy

Name Societies will hold its last member-
ship meeting of 2005-2006 on Thurs., June
15 at Our Lady of Mount Carmel RC, 267
Smith St., Woodbridge, starting with a 7
p.m. Mass in church.  A buffet-refreshment
dinner will follow in the church hall.  Call
Mike Myszka for more info at 732-634-
7387.

Fishing Flashes
By Teo “Weebles” Weber
Salt Water

 Fluke fishing in the Bay has been very
good.  There are a good number of keepers
and some very nice ones at that.  The largest
so far is a 12lb doormat caught inside the
point at Sandy Hook.  It’s been sort of spotty
out in the ocean but that is getting better.
The Bay is loaded with Bluefish.  I’ve seen
quite a few caught at Cliffwood and S.A.
beaches.  Most fish are around 4lbs. The
Striped Bass appear to have moved to the
middle of the Bay.  Many big ones are still
being caught, mostly by chumming with
clams. Sea bass and Ling are now the catch
for inshore Party Boats here.  In mid May,
the wife and I   went to Plymouth, Mass. and
fished 2 trips at Stellwagon Bank. All we
could do was to catch a few short Cod and
Haddock plus a few dogfish. We had no
keepers.  A few nice fish were caught in-
cluding a 20lb Wolfish, but there were not
enough keepers to go around the 40 plus
anglers on each trip. Rough seas going to 7
feet made for a bumpy

ride and almost 8 days of continuous
rain the previous week had made matters
worse.
Fresh Water

On Memorial Day weekend my wife
and I fished the upper Paulinskill near
Marksboro.  She caught 3 Trout and I caught
one and a small Bass.  Trout stocking is now
over but enough of holdovers remain.  The
Shad run in the Delaware is also over except
for the upper reaches of the river, however
you might catch some late run fish in the
King Cole area near Belvedere as they also
spawn there. Bass, Pickerel, Carp and pan
fish are now being caught statewide.

Obituaries
Baist, Joan R., 71, of Sayreville died on

May 26.
Buczek, Cecelia, 93, of Sayreville died

on May 26.
Bujko, Bertha Pytel, 96, of Sayreville

died on May 21.
Cholewa, Helen, 84, of Sayreville died

on June 1.
Demetry, Ruby I., 84, of Parlin died n

May 25.
Gandy, Margaret, 84, of South Amboy

died on June 1.
Kvist, Ruth Kurowsky, 75, of South

Amboy died on May 29.
Lewandowski, Joseph “Kenny,” 62, for-

merly of South Amboy died on May 20.
Mourao, Carlos, 80, of Sayreville died

on June 2.
Palmer, Judith H. McCracken, formerly

of South Amboy died on April 29.
Woods, Catherine, 94, of Parlin died on

June 1.

Spaghetti Dinner
Shore Gate’s Spaghetti dinner will be

held on Sat., June 24th from 5-8:30 p.m.  at
the Senior Center.  Tickets are $7 for adults,
and $4 for children under 10.  (No tickets
will be sold at the door).  Call co-chairper-
sons Joan Downes 732-721-3377 or Bea
Harvey 732-721-4519 for tickets and more
info.

Monmouth
University Graduate

Christina R. Kelly graduated from
Monmouth University On May 17, 2006 @
PNC Art Center with a Four Year Bachelor
of Science Degree in Mathematics.

She is the daughter of Patricia and the
granddaughter of Michael P. Kelly and the
late Mary Kelly.

The entire Kelly family congratulates
her and is extremely proud of her accom-
plishments
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Senator Joseph Vitale (r) presents a resolution to Sayreville’s Shirley Dill (c), as Mayor
Kennedy O’Brien (l) holds the resolution he presented to her at a recent Borough Council
meeting.

Hoffman H.S. Reunion
The date is set for our 2006 multi-class

reunion.  This year, alumni from all Hoffman
High School classes will gather at Seabra’s
Armory restaurant, 200 Front Street, Perth
Amboy on Sunday, August 20, 2006 for
another great afternoon of fun, re-connect-
ing and celebrating the purple and gold.
Last year we had alumni write down some of
their most memorable experiences at H.G.
Hoffman High School and it was obvious
that these years were some of the best of our
lives.  So come out and reminisce with some
old friends, or make some new friends and
just enjoy a great afternoon.

If your class is planning a special re-
union year, this is a great way to celebrate
with other Hoffman Alumni and keep costs
at a minimum.

The cost is $45.00 per person and in-
cludes a buffet dinner, 3 side dishes, des-
serts, appetizers, house beer and sangria,
coffee, soda and bottled water, a real bargain
for the price.  Reunion prices usually range
between $60.00 - $90.00 per person, so take
advantage of this reasonable pricing and
spending some quality time with fellow
Governors.

So be sure to tell all your friends and
fellow Governors about saving the date and
reserving your spot at our annual multi-class
reunion.  For further details or to obtain
advanced tickets please contact Shots (Class
of 1965) at 732-721-2956 or e-mail at
ejsatski47@aol.com.

 Payment for tickets can be sent to Su-
san Mattson, 241 Cindy St. Old Bridge, NJ
08857.

Dill Wins Awards
Shirley Dill of Sayreville, won the pres-

tigious Peg Roberts Award on April 29 at
the National Convention of the Federation
of Democratic Women at the Tropicana in
Atlantic City.  Speaker Joseph Roberts (Son
of Peg) presented the award.  Peg Roberts
was an active member of the Democratic
Party and the Federation of Democratic
Women in Camden County.  She promoted
women in government by finding qualified
women to run for office, fundraised, and

organized GOTV.
Shirley was nominated by Amy Papi,

President of the Middlesex County Chapter
of the Federation of Democratic Women.

On May 18, Shirley was also honored at
the Middlesex County Freeholders meeting
with a resolution.  On May 22, she was
presented with a resolution from Senator
Joseph Vitale and Mayor Kennedy O’Brien,
as well as a citation from Assemblyman
Joseph Vas.  Congratulations!
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Avoid Injury While Enjoying Golf
Most golf injuries are related to the

swing.  The most common injuries are to the
lower back, and for right handed people, the
left wrist, followed by the left hand, left
shoulder, and left knee.  Left handed people
would be the opposite, the right wrist, fol-
lowed by right hand, right shoulder, and
right knee.  Sprains, strains and tendonitis
are the most common complaints.

Injuries can be prevented or minimized
with proper preparation.  Following are some
simple steps to take to avoid injury and
enjoy golf to its fullest:

1.Ask your Chiropractor about a condi-
tioning program to strengthen and stretch
the muscles used in the golf swing.  2.Use
the expertise of your local golf pro.  He can
insure that your swing is mechanically cor-
rect.  Improper swing mechanics are the
most common cause of golf injuries.  3.Make
sure your clubs fit your body.  Clubs are like
shoes; if you don’t buy the right size, your
body will suffer the consequences.  4.If you
walk the course rather than ride, don’t carry
your golf bag.  Carrying a bag, even the
lightweight styles, add extra strain on your
body.  Use a pull-cart.  Those golfers with
back problems might try pushing the cart
rather than pulling it-this will reduce the
rotational strain on your lower back.  5.Don’t
forget the simple things such as bending
your knees to pick up the golf ball.  6.If you
injure yourself, stop playing and consult
your Chiropractor as soon as possible.
7.Have fun!  Too many golfers take the
game too seriously.  Remember, the game is
supposed to relieve stress, not create it.

Poochie
Doo

ALL BREED GROOMING

149 NO. BROADWAY
SOUTH AMBOY, NJ 08879

732-525-1172

World, Don’t
Expect

Too Much Of Me
By Al Gomolka Jr.

Times Poet Laureate
c.2001

World, don’t expect too much of me
I’m trying as hard as I can possibly
Realize I’m just one of the little guys
Searching this world for my piece of
pie.
Wife, you’re my dream, but I have to
say
You put so many pressures on me each
day
I’m no Charles Atlas or Valentino
Just your other half, the average John
Doe
I work day and night for our bread and
butter
Know that I’ll love you as only I can
But I can’t win all the races, I’m no
miracle man.
World, don’t expect too much of me
I’m trying as hard as I can possibly,
Realize I’m just one of the little guys
Searching this world for my piece of
pie.
Kids, you’re my pride and joy, but
daddy’s not
A Pokemon or beanie toy or space
robot
No king of the ring nor rock superstar
I’m just trying to let you be who you
are.
Boss, I’m no computer or bionic slave
Nor the 110% perfection that you al-
ways crave
I’m no Einstein but I handle the stress
But it doesn’t seem good enough trying
my best.
God only knows that I’m just a man
He’s devoted to me striving to be best
I can
So I guess I can try harder for all to see
So world, yes, expect much more of
me.
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Sayreville Spotlight:

Teri Yetsko: 38 Outstanding Years As An
Educator

By Tom Burkard

Teri Yetsko
(Photo by Tom Burkard)

continued on page 15

Teri Yetsko realized at an early age
that she wanted to become a teacher.  Miss
Gallagher, her fourth grade teacher inspired
her at Our Lady of Victories School, with
her manner of teaching.  Yetsko attended
Sayreville High School, and went on to
Kean University (formerly known as New-
ark State Teachers’ College), where she
earned her Bachelor’s Degree in Elemen-
tary Education and also
a Master’s Degree in
Educational Humani-
ties.

Yetsko began her
teaching career in 1968
at Wilson School, where
she taught the fourth
grade.  She recalled her
first day on the job: “I
wore a short sleeve navy
blue dress with navy blue
heels, and was more ner-
vous than the students I
was about to teach.  I had
set up my class and deco-
rated my bulletin boards
with grade-appropriate
materials.  I was very
excited because I had
waited so long for this
moment-I was a teacher!

And an extremely fine and gifted
teacher.  She has taught grades 4, 5, and 6
during her career, and her highly successful
philosophy is, “To make education mean-
ingful, thus instilling a lifetime love of
learning.  I also feel that it is necessary for
each child to have a deep sense of self-
worth.  Children should also learn that in
society, we are responsible for one another,
and in turn, we must find ways to show
that.”

A few years ago while teaching in the
Middle School, she came up with an idea of

having her students write their own books.
She said that, “This was met with great
enthusiasm.  As I kept thinking about the
idea, I felt it wasn’t enough for the students
to just write a book, so a plan was born.  The
students would share their books by reading
to our local senior citizens and residents of
a local nursing home.  In addition, a col-
league and myself contacted a local hospital

and spoke to a repre-
sentative from the pe-
diatric ward, specifi-
cally the oncology
area.  The students
donated not only their
books, but they also
taped their stories so
that if a patient was
not up to reading their
books, they could lis-
ten to them.”

Teri said that she
is most proud of “Cre-
ating the Student
Ambassador Pro-
gram at Samsel Up-
per Elementary
School.  It is a junior
council comprised of
4th and 5th graders

who do service to the school, the Sayreville
community, and the community at large.”
This year the “ambassadors” were involved
with the “Pennies for Patients Program” of
the Leukemia and Lymphoma Society.  She
stated that, “Our school raised $3,500 in 1
month for the society.  It is a wonderful
experience to see how proud the Student
Ambassadors and students of the UES were
of themselves.”

She and her husband Michael have been
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Kukulski Retires

Former South Amboy resident, Ron
Kukulski retired on June 2 after 27 years
with Sun-Sentinel Company and more than
45 years in the newspaper business.

Ron’s newspaper career began at the
South Amboy Citizen, followed by a career
at the Perth Amboy Evening News, where
he was a sportswriter, and worked his way
up to Sports Editor.  Since joining Sun-
Sentinel Company, Ron organized the first
Special Sections Team, was Sunday maga-
zine advertising manager, New Homes/Fi-
nancial/Medical/Business Focus manager,
general manager of Signs by Sun-Sentinel,
publisher of Florida New Homes and Condo
Guide, and once again New Home advertis-
ing manager.

During his years at Sun-Sentinel Com-
pany, Ron has been the “godfather” of Real
Estate advertising.  He has contributed to the
editorial, advertising, layout and printing of
the current new home section.  He devel-
oped such revenue generating ideas as the
Ad/Edit Ad; the spadea; a “split-run” Satur-
day Real Estate Section to maximize full
color availability and revenue; modular size
ads; out of area pricing; and elevated
advertorial to a revenue-generating resource.
During Ron’s tenure with Florida New
Homes and Condo Guide, the product has
generated record revenue.  Congratulations,
Ron on a highly successful and most out-
standing career with Florida’s largest daily
newspaper.  You are an inspiration, and may
you have good health and happiness in your
retirement!

Let’s Talk Tech
By Michael J. Elson, MCDST

Looking to take your business online or
perhaps just want to try and make some
money on the web?  Then look no further
than Microsoft for your solution.

Microsoft has introduced Office Live
(officelive.microsoft.com).  Office Live
gives everyone to opportunity to have their
own website for free.  Microsoft will even
register your domain name for free as part of
the deal.  Included with the deal is five email
accounts, storage for you business and some
great design tools to develop your own web
presence.  And did I mention it is free.

Looking for another type of website,
then try out Google pages
(pages.google.com).  Google pages are more
along the lines of a blog, but could serve as
a web presence as well.  The pages are easy
to create and require no web programming
skills.

Edit your pages right in your browser,
seeing exactly how your finished product
will look every step along the way.  And
again. . . free.

And speaking of free, how about dump-
ing the cost of Microsoft Office with some
free replacements.  Open Office
(www.openoffice.org) is a free MS Office
compatible software package.  Just down-
load it and start working.  Open Office
contains word processor, spreadsheet and
presentation graphics software suite, all of
which work very well with Office docu-
ments.

Perhaps you don’t want the hassle of a
lengthy download, then try out these web-
based solutions.  Writely.com (current be-
ing brought by Google) is an online word
processor allowing you to upload current
Word docs or create new ones via any internet
connected computer.   Why clutter up your
hard drive, when you can use an online
version for free.  Goggle is also in the game
with an online spreadsheet program
(www.google.com/googlespreadsheets)
which is compatible with Excel.  Both ver-
sions of these online programs are still in
beta and still free, so take advantage of them
while you can.  Traditionally, Google doesn’t
charge for basic services, but a small fee
might apply down the road for more ad-
vanced features.

Be sure to take advantage of the free
offerings this month.  In the meantime, keep
your email questions coming to
talktech@gmail.com.  Happy computing!
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married for 37 years and have 2 sons, Chris-
topher, who is meteorologist/oceanographer
living in Houston, TX, and Craig, who is a
communication specialist in the political
field and resides in Sayreville.  Both sons
attended Penn State University.

One of the most energized people you
could ever meet, Teri’s community involve-
ment has centered in 4 areas: the public
library; Sayreville Day; school involvement
with PTA, PTO, and PTG; her Parish, Our
Lady of Victories.  She was an advisory
member on the Trustees Board of the
Sayreville Public Library, and became a
charter member of the Friends of the
Sayreville Public Library, and held offices
of vice-president and president.  Teri has
been a member of the Sayreville Day com-
mittee, and in charge of the publicity and
entertainment.  She has been involved with
parent organizations in the schools as a
parent and as a teacher.  Yetsko served as
treasurer, vice-president, and president of
the Eisenhower PTO, and was a teacher
liaison with the parent groups at the Middle
School and the Samsel UES.  An alumnus of
OLV, she feels very strongly about the school
and its programs.  She is a Eucharistic Min-
ister and Lector, and Stewardship Chairper-
son of the parish.  In addition, she teaches
5th grade CCD and volunteers on many
other ministries and committees, as well as
being asked recently to serve on the Dioc-
esan Stewardship Council.

In her 38 years of teaching, Teri has
taught at Wilson School-grade 4; Eisenhower
School-grade 4 and grade 6; Washington
School-grade 4; Sayreville Middle School-
grade 5, and Samsel Upper Elementary
School-grade 5.  She said that, “I enjoyed the
interaction between the students and myself,
and loved seeing the look on a student’s face
when they got the “idea” of a lesson.  I loved
to hear their point of view when we dis-
cussed novels that we read in school.  I loved
working with the students and providing
them with varied teaching experiences so
that their experience base could be ex-
panded.”

Teri derived her most enjoyment from
“Trying to reach all the students at their
level.  Giving your undivided attention to a
student so that they feel special.  Working
under time constraints and trying to cover all
the areas of the curriculum.  Following all
the educational edicts of the federal and state
government in relation to teaching.  There
just never seemed to be enough time to do
everything you would like to do in teach-
ing.”

How do today’s students differ from
when you began teaching?  “There are dif-
ferences in what society demands from chil-
dren today.  They are trying to make the
students grow up too fast.  Children need to
enjoy and savor all the different phases of
their lives,” she stated.

The outstanding educator has been
nominated numerous times to Who’s Who
of American Teachers.  She has recently

received the Governor’s Recognition Award
from her school.

Yetsko said that her heroes as a young-
ster were her parents and Aunt Sophie.  “They
all came from poor, humble beginnings, but
worked hard and made something of them-
selves.  They taught me at a very early age
about giving back to others and the commu-
nity.  I am most grateful for their strong
morals and values that they handed down to
me,” she said.

Teri’s hobbies include traveling, read-
ing, and baking, and she mentioned that,
“They are all ways to relax and enjoy life.  I
also love to volunteer in my church and
community.  Her plans for retirement in-
clude the selection of activities and projects
“In which I can do the most good.”  She says
that she is open to new opportunities be-
cause she will have the freedom of time and
no schedule constraints.  She looks forward
to traveling more with her husband Michael,
and hopes to spend time with her son and
daughter-in-law, in Houston, and “Hope-
fully grandchildren in the future.”

Dr. Parnell, who was Teri’s English
teacher during her junior year, was her big
inspiration.  “I never worked so hard for any
other course, but the satisfaction I received
was incredible.  Dr. Parnell demonstrated
the importance of education in all that she
did in the classroom.  I aspired to reach that
level in my own educational pursuits.  I hope
in some small way I have emulated my role
model,” she said.

Yetsko said, “I truly enjoy meeting my
former students, not for a thank you, but
more to share the memories of what we did
in class.  It is amazing some of the activities
and events they remember.  I also like to find
out what they are doing and what path they
may be pursuing in life.  I am so happy when
I hear that one of my former students is
going to be a teacher.

Teri said that she hopes to be remem-
bered “As an educator who cared about her
students, shared her knowledge, wisdom,
and life experiences with them, and hoped I
inspired them to follow their own aspira-
tions with determination and courage.  I also
would hope that in Andrew Pine’s words,
“What we have done for ourselves alone
dies with us.  What we have done for others
and the world remains immortal.”  In some
small way, I hope I have left a part of myself
in my students and all whom I have met.”

Teri, without a doubt, thousands of stu-
dents and people in the local communities
have been touched by your kindness, caring,
dedication, motivation, and incredible en-
ergy you put into the endless list of school
and community activities and organizations
you have been involved in.  You have been
one of Sayreville’s brightest shining stars
for most of your life, and I’m sure Dr.
Parnell would be very proud of you for your
highly successful and truly outstanding ca-
reer in education and beyond.  Thank you,
Teri!  We’re proud of you, and may God
bless you always!

Dowdell Library News
Tea Party/Book Signing

The Sadie Pope Dowdell Library of
South Amboy will host a Tea Party on Mon.
June 26 from 7-9 p.m.  The Tea Party will
kick-off the adult summer program, and
adult cardholders who register for the sum-
mer program that night will receive a FREE
gift.  There has been a great response to the
Tea Party, and the community will also have
an opportunity to meet local author G.R.
Spiecker, who recently published “Jill.”  The
charismatic Mr. Spiecker was born and raised
in South Amboy and is a retired executive,
who married his high school sweetheart.  He
graduated from St. Mary’s High School,
went on to serve in the U.S. Army, and then
became the president of a multi-million dol-
lar company.  To explore new avenues of
interest, G.R. Spiecker started writing, and
“Jill” is a result of that endeavor.  “Jill” is a
poignant story about a homeless woman
whose life changed after witnessing an acci-
dent.

Ship Model Exhibition
The Sadie Pope Dowdell Library will

also present a special exhibition during July
and August, which is sponsored by the Ship
Model Society of New Jersey.  The Ship
Model Society, with more than 80 members,
is the only association in the Garden State,
dedicated to historically accurate, scale ship
modeling.  Members include both profes-
sional and non-professional builders, naval
artists, authors, and maritime historians.
Their interests cover the entire spectrum of
maritime subjects, from Vikings longboats
to nuclear submarines.  The club members
primarily build static display, but also some
radio control steam, electric and sail.  They
meet the 4th Tues. of every month in
Millburn, NJ.  Local artist, John Vona, will
display some of his maritime works to
complement this special exhibition.  For
more info call 732-721-6060.

The Middlesex County Police and Fire, Pipes and Drums  perform in front of the huge crowd
at Station Square, following the South Amboy Memorial Day Parade.  (Photo by Brian
Stratton)

Assemblyman John S. Wisniewski waves to crowd on Washington Road during the
Sayreville Memorial Day Parade.  Standing in back of the military vehicle is Borough
Councilman Tom Pollando.  (Photo by Brian Stratton)
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From The Local Band Archives

1971-It’s hard to believe that it’s been 35 years since this highly-talented and popular Strange
Brew (Second Edition) rock ‘n’ roll band performed on the local area high school scene at
dances.  (L-R) Charlie Cunliffe, Gene Crowley, Rick Miele, Gary DeLena, Don David, Ernie
Kodada, Larry Schied.  (Photo courtesy of the Clem Skarzynski Archives)

#1 Pop Hits-
June 17
1998-The Boy Is Mine-Brandy & Monica
1982-Ebony & Ivory-McCartney & Won-
der
1970-The Long And Winding Road-The
Beatles
1963-Sukiyaki-Kyu Sakamoto
1959-The Battle Of New Orleans-Johnny
Horton
1944-Long Ago And Far Away
1939-Wishing

#1 Country Hits-
June 17
1995-Summer’s Comin’-Clint Black
1983-You Can’t Run From Love-Eddie
Rabbit
1971-When You’re Hot, You’re Hot-Jerry
Reed
1969-Running Bear-Sonny James
1950-Why Don’t You Love Me-Hank Wil-
liams With His Drifting Cowboys
1946-New Spanish Two Step-Bob Wills

One Hit Wonders-30
Years Ago

1976-Baby Face-Wing & A Prayer Fife
And Drum Corps; The White Knight-Cledus
Maggard & The Citizen’s Band; Love Hurts-
Nazareth; Junk Food Junkie-Larry Groce;
Welcome Back-John Sebastian; Fooled
Around And Fell In Love-Elvin Bishop;
Happy Days-Pratt & McClain; Movin’-Brass
Construction; Afternoon Delight-The
Starland Vocal Band; The Boys Are Back In
Town-Thin Lizzy; I’m Easy-Keith
Carradine; Turn The Beat Around-Vicki
Sue Robinson; Play That Funky Music-
Wild Cherry; Wham Bam, (Shang-A-Lang)-
Silver; A Fifth Of Beethoven-Walter Murphy
& The Big Apple Band; Disco Duck (Part
1)-Rick Dees & His Cast Of Idiots; Nadia’s
Theme (The Young And The Restless)-
Barry DeVorzon & Perry Botkin Jr.

NEW MUSIC
By Phil Rainone R&R Music- DJ’s 732-316-9447

PP JUNIOR & THE BLUEHAWKS-
Hard Road Blues
(www.bluehawksband.com)

Recently, these guys literally torched
the linoleum at The Blue Moon- great place
for live music- with their classic style of hot,
blues-rock!  This 3 song, just tip of the
iceberg, CD will not satisfy your thirst for P
P Junior & The Bluehawks.  They play that
earthy, elegant blues rock, with a little jump
blues thrown in that you come by only once
in a Blue Moon!  The 1st two numbers are
mid-tempo down-and-dirty blues numbers
that will wet your thirst for “Hipshake
Boogie.” This song, I’ll tell ya, it’s got
blues, rock, a rhythmic boogie-woogie
groove.  It’s smoldering hot like The Stones’
“Shake Your Hips,” from Exile on
Mainstreet, with standup harp solo that sends
this tune into blues nirvana! Check their web
site for more CD’s & show dates.

MUDDY WATERS- The Definitive
Collection CD & DVD (Chess)

If you want the real-deal, righteous,
earth quakin’ refrigerator shakin’ blues, then
pick up this CD & DVD (sold separately) of
Muddy’s best!  24 legendary songs by one of
Blues Greats, that helped define the genre
with Muddy’s classic slide-guitar style, and
a slew of top-class musicians including James
Cotton, Willie Dixion, Otis Spann, & Pinetop
Perkins, this is where bands like Zepplin,
Allman Bros., and Cream got some MAJOR
influences from “Shake Yer Tailfeather” to
rockin’ blues numbers like, “Rollin’ Stone,
I’m Ready, Hoochie Coochie Man, & Got
My Mojo Woekin’.”  Muddy had mojo long
before Austin Powers, yeah, Baby!  The
DVD contains great archival shows from
Newport Jazz (1960), Denmark (1968) &
Norway (1977).  Bonus features: interviews
from ’72 & ’77, bonus song “The Blues Had
a Baby and They Named It Rock & Roll”
forward written by Bill Wyman, Stones.
Whether your hard core blues, or just curi-

ous, this is the one it’s all about!!
JERRY LEE LEWIS- Definitive Col-

lection (Hip-O Records)
Another DEFINITIVE COLLEC-

TION? Yes, indeed!  Jerry Lee was an early
prototype for punk rock.  Wild- played the
piano with his feet at times, rebellious, and
downright obnoxious, gotta include Little
Richard in there.  THE KILLER as he was
called, helped create and define early rock &
roll with signature songs like “Whole Lot of
Shakin’ Going On,” “Great Balls of Fire,”
and sad, remorseful covers like Hank Will-
iams’ “You Win Again.”  Back in the day,
Lewis, like Bruce Springsteen, had a natural
feel for turning cover tunes into fresh rendi-
tions, that capture the original, yet bump it
up a gazillion notches.  Along with Sun
Record alumni, Orbison, Perkins, Presly,
etc., they helped put a lasting imprint on
music, especially rock & roll.  Jerry Lee
even does a ‘killer’ version of Ray Charles’

Summer Songs Trivia Test
By Tom Burkard

1.__Summer Wind a.Aerosmith
2.__Wonderful Summer b.Paul Anka
3.__Summer In The City c.Blue Cheer
4.__Summer Breeze d.Don Henley
5.__Summertime Blues e.John Travolta & Olivia Newton John
6.__Summer Of ’69 f.Chad & Jeremy
7.__Summer Rain g.Seals & Crofts
8.__Hot Fun In The Summertime h.War
9.__Cruel Summer i.Frank Sinatra
10._ In The Summertime  j.Bryan Adams
11._Boys Of Summer k.Johnny Rivers
12._Summer’s Gone l.Robin Ward
13._Summertime m.The Lovin’ Spoonful
14._Summer Nights n.Bananarama
15._Summer o.Billy Stewart
16._The Girls Of Summer p.Mungo Jerry
17._Theme From A Summer Place q.Sly & The Family Stone
18._Summer Song r.Percy Faith
19._Summer Girls s.Dawn
20._Summer Sand t.LFO

Answers
1i 2l 3m 4g 5c 6j 7k 8q 9n 10p 11d 12b 13o 14e 15h 16a 17r 18f 19t 20s.
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School Sports By Tom Burkard

Sayreville Falls In
Final

Colonia, handed the #1 seeded
Sayreville Bombers, a heartbreaking 4-2
defeat in the GMCT Championship game at
Middlesex County College.  Sayreville built
a 2-0 lead in the bottom of the 4th, when
Michelle Makowski’s sacrifice bunt was
thrown wildly to first, allowing Megan
Mazur, who walked to score all the way
from first.  Makowski, who advanced to
third, scored on a groundout by Whitney
Zrebiec.   The lead was quickly erased on a
two out, 2-run double by Kate Pischetola in
the fifth inning.  In the top of the 6th,
Sayreville’s championship dream was put
on hold until next year, when a bloop single
by Amy Ulrich drove in the go-ahead run,
and Tierney Markou’s single knocked in the
final run, and scoreboard read: Colonia Pa-
triots 4 Sayreville Bombers 2.

Whitney Zrebiec, the Bombers’ num-
ber 9 hitter in the order got the only hit of the
game off Colonia’s ace, Adrian Rastocny in
the 7th inning.   Amanda Olender absorbed
the tough defeat, but managed to strike out
6, while allowing 8 hits.

Notebook: In the last inning, with a
runner on first and 2 outs, slugger Stephanie
Zrebiec came up to bat, with superstar Jes-
sica Nicola on deck.  Unfortunately, Zrebiec
popped out to first, and our dream of seeing
Nicola blast a game-winning home run, never
became a reality.

The game marked Sayreville’s second
trip to the GMCT final, and they also were
beaten in ’88.

Bombers’ third sacker, Megan Mazur
made a terrific catch by leaping in the air to
snag a hard-hit line drive, a play that saved
the Bombers in the early going.

East Brunswick Tech’s baseball stars, Rob
Applegate (l) and Paul Chrzaszcz (r) proudly
hold up the school’s state championship
trophy.   The two fingers indicate that they
won the title for 2 consecutive years.

Bombers Shocked
In States

#7 seed Hillsborough upset #2 seed
Sayreville, 5-4 in the opening round of the
CJ Group IV state softball tourney.  The
Bombers got home runs from Stephanie
Zrebiec and Chrissy DeLeto, but 5 errors in
the field led to their downfall.  Amanda
Olender took the tough setback.

Lady Guvs Bow In
States

New Egypt (19-5) easily whitewashed
the Lady Guvs of South Amboy, 12-0 in the
opening round of CJ Group I state softball
play.  Sarah O’Connor got the only hit for
the Purple & Gold, as Coach George
Gundrum’s charges closed out the season
with an (11-11) mark.

Applegate,
Chrzaszcz Lead
Tigers

South Amboy residents, Rob Applegate
and Paul Chrzaszcz led East Brunswick
Tech’s baseball club to its second consecu-
tive NJSIAA Vo-Tech state championship,
as it defeated Pennsauken Vo-Tech, 6-5.

Applegate, a junior shortstop, went 4-
for-5, with 5 RBI, and a big 2-out, 2-run
homer in the top of the 7th to put the Tigers
ahead, 5-4.  Pennsauken tied it in the bottom
of the 7th.  With two outs in the 9th, it was
Applegate again, coming through with the
clutch, game-winning single to score
Chrzaszcz, who smacked a single and triple.
For his superb efforts, Applegate was cho-
sen the game’s Most Valuable Player.  Con-
gratulations Rob and Paul on your two
“World Series” rings!

Baseball Camp-July
24-28

The Frank Notaro Baseball Camp will
be held at the Veterans Park Home of Jack
McKeon Field in South Amboy, July 24-28
from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m.  The Cardinal
McCarrick High School baseball staff will
be conducting the camp.  For more info, call
Coach Frank Notaro 732-381-8330 or e-
mail F.Notaro@comcast.net.

Basketball Camp-
June 26-30

The Bomber Girls Basketball Camp
will be held June 26-30 at the Samsel Upper
Elementary School from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m.
The camp is open to girls entering 5th grade
through 10th grade.  For more info, call
Coach Tara Currie at 732-841-4512 or e-
mail tcurrie@sayrevillek12.net.

Jeffrey Toth
(Photo courtesy of The Toth Family)

Danny Giovenco Caileigh Giovenco

Toth Chosen All-
American

Former Sayreville War Memorial High
School baseball star, Jeffrey Toth has been
selected 1st Team All-American shortstop
while playing for Middlesex County College
in 2006.  He was also chosen 1st Team for
NJCAA Region XIX (#3 of 5 best players in
region).

His statistics for ’06 were simply out-
standing.  Games-43 At Bats-162 Runs-58
Hits-73 Doubles-12 Triples-8 Home Runs-2
Stolen Bases-12 Batting Avg.-.451.  His coach
was Mike Lepore.  Jeffrey will be attending
the College of New Jersey, where along with
his education, he will continue playing base-
ball in the Fall.  Congratulations!

Sayreville’s Super Twins
Danny and Caileigh Giovenco, two of

Sayreville’s most talented,  prominent and
respected twins of all time, will be graduat-
ing from Sayreville War Memorial High
School on June 20th, and leaving behind
many wonderful memories, accomplish-
ments and good works for the Borough of
Sayreville.

Danny will continue his education at
TCNJ, on an Academic Scholarship.  He
also received several private scholarships
from UPS and the Teamsters’ Union.  Danny
hopes to study Corporate Public Relations.

He is involved in many activities, loves
to sing, and has a beautiful tenor voice.  His
mother Eileen Downs Giovenco says that “I
think he gets that from his grandpa Phil
Downs!”  He was lucky to be chosen to meet
Bon Jovi when he came to the high school on
March 16th.  Danny also keeps busy with
sports and music during the school year, and
of course keeps up with his academics.  He
has just begun writing his own music with
his friend, Paul Ratajczyk.  In May, 2006,
Danny was named the NJSIAA Scholar
Athlete at SWMHS.  He is ranked #5 in his
class.

He is a 4-sport varsity athlete at
SWMHS, and most recently competed in
Cross Country, Swimming, and Track.  He
also wrestled on Varsity in his first 2 years
in the 103 lb. class.

In the summer, Danny will be spending
all of his time at his grandmother’s house in
Midway Beach (South Seaside Park, NJ).
His summers are spent playing beach vol-
leyball, swimming and surfing.  He adores
summer and loves the beach.  Danny’s proud
parents are George and Eileen Giovenco,
and his grandparents are George and Marie
Giovenco of South Amboy, and Bonnie
Downs of Sayreville.

Caileigh is also highly-energized and
active in many arenas.  She just finished up
the track season with Coach T., who in her
mom’s words is, “The nicest man on earth.”
Caileigh throws the javelin with her team-
mates in the field events.  They recently took
2nd place in the GMC relays.  She also plays
travel soccer with the Sayreville Stars under

Coach Ted Fiorentino.  She started playing
soccer at 4 years old.  Caileigh is a 3-sport
varsity athlete, playing Soccer, Basketball
and Spring Track, and loves to compete, and
is tough both on the field and court.  Re-
cently, she was fortunate to be able to play
basketball under Coach Tara Bouchard
Currie and Coach Reggie Carney in her
senior year at SWMHS.  Coach Stephen
Fischer was her soccer coach in high school.

Caileigh will be attending
Elizabethtown College in Elizabethtown,
PA, where she will study Elementary Edu-
cation with a concentration in Math.  She has
also received an Academic Scholarship.  She
will also be playing soccer for the
Elizabethtown Blue Jays under Coach Barry
Dohner.  Elizabethtown is a Division 3 school
in Lancaster County, PA.  They play in the
Commonwealth Conference of the Middle
Atlantic States Collegiate League.

Caileigh also sings with the choirs and
Vox Humana.  She enjoys singing in the
OLV Choir with Mrs. Patty Daly and the
Kids of the Kingdom.  Caileigh has played
AAU Basketball with the NJ Rising Stars
and was named Captain in her second year
of play.  She was recently named as a Super
Teen in the March/April 2006 issue of Next
Step Magazine.

Caileigh also spends summers at the
beach with her grandmother and her cousins
in Midway Beach.  She loves to read and
take photographs.  She works as a soccer
referee in Middlesex and Monmouth County,
and she also enjoys babysitting in her free
time.

She is a big fan of Sayreville Bombers
Baseball, and spends a great deal of her time
cheering the team on, especially #8.  Next
year, when Danny and Caileigh are away at
school, they will be missed by little sister
Bridget and pet Yellow Lab, Ebby.

Congratulations, best of luck and con-
tinued success to perhaps the most ener-
getic, community-involved and talented
twins in the history of the Borough of
Sayreville!

Monmouth
University Graduate

Christina R. Kelly graduated from
Monmouth University On May 17, 2006 @
PNC Art Center with a Four Year Bachelor
of Science Degree in Mathematics.

She is the daughter of Patricia and the
granddaughter of Michael P. Kelly and the
late Mary Kelly.

The entire Kelly family congratulates
her and is extremely proud of her accom-
plishments
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LOCAL SPORTS MEMORY MACHINE
By Tom Burkard

Glory Days In
Local Sports

T.H.E.
Game

By Tom Burkard

From The Sports Archives

1968-Tri-Captains of the talented Sayreville Bombers baseball team take a break from
practice with Coach John Wortley.  (L-R) Reggie Carney, Nick DeBiase, Coach Wortley, and
Frank Fallon.  (Photo courtesy of Jane Wortley)

1939-Sophomore shortstop,
Allie Clark topped St. Mary’s
with an outstanding .449 batting
average.  He was followed by
Bill “Smokey” Ryan .375, Walt

“Kelly” Grembowicz .373,
John “Mikey” Carroll .368,
Joe Conroy .348, John

“Shack” McNamara .340.
1945-Hoffman downed Keyport, 2-0

behind Rudy Neumann’s 9-strikeout, 1-hit-
ter.  Catcher George Munck was 2-for-3.
19-year old WW II veteran, Frank Render
was ruled ineligible to play.  Guvs’ coach,
Milt Gordon was going to appeal the state’s
decision.  1957-Eagles junior shortstop, Pat
Mullane batted .350 (2nd on team) and stole
7 bases.  1963-Winning pitcher, Dennis
Dzergoski spun a 3-hitter and also got the
game-winning, 2-run single as Sayreville
nipped Perth Amboy St. Mary’s, 3-2.   1975-
The Governors pounded Green Brook, 15-
4.  Jack Conlon blasted a 2-run homer and
had 3 RBI, Joe “Moose” McCarthy ham-
mered a 2-run HR, winning pitcher, Mike
McCabe had 2 triples and 2 RBI, and George
Hubbs drove in 3 runs.  Hoffman stole 12
bases, 6 by Rudy Neumann.  1983-John
Kennedy topped St. Mary’s baseball team
with a .375 avg., and 26 RBI.  Junior Jeff
Pacansky followed with a .365 avg., John
Murphy .327, and soph catcher Joe Blaha
.298.  1997-Jim Osmond’s clutch 2-out single
drove in Billy Shaver to give Sayreville a
thrilling 4-3 last inning win over East
Brunswick.  Shaver was 2-for-3, and team-
mate Mike Popowski went 2-for-3 with an
RBI.  Winning pitcher, Nick Spiewak struck
out 10.  2002-South Amboy annihilated
Piscataway Tech, 23-0 in girls softball ac-
tion.  Danielle Ball had 3 hits including 2
homers, (1 a grand slam), and drove in 7
runs, to help pitcher Keryn Rosenberger
who hurled her 2nd, 5-inning no-hitter of
the season.

Sport-Baseball
Year-1961
Teams-St. Mary’s vs. Hoffman, Game 2 of
the City Series
The Lineups
St. Mary’s-Pat Marotta ss Jack Seaman cf
Jim Heffernan 3b Frank Ruszala lf Joe
Jankowski 1b Tom Fitzmorris rf Joe Pohl p
Lou Nanna c Al Ust 2b.
Hoffman-Jim Nemeth 3b Manny Formoso c
Bob Poetsch ss John Jarusiewicz cf Drill 1b
Edwards lf Jim Reick rf Ken Wahler 2b Ron
Jurski p.
Recap-The Eagles jumped out to a 2-0 lead
in the first on a sac fly by Ruszala, and an
RBI double by Jankowski.  The Guvs cut the
lead to 2-1 in the 3rd inning when Jarusiewicz
scored on an error.  SM scored another in the
5th on an error, but Hoffman tied it 3-3 in the
bottom of the 5th when Reick singled, Wahler
and  Formoso walked to load the bases.
Poetsch walked to score Reick, and
Jarusiewicz singled in Wahler.  In the top of
the 6th, Jankowski and  Fitzmorris hit back-
to-back two baggers to make it 4-3 Blue &
Gold.   Seaman doubled in Ust with the final
run of the game, as the Eagles won, 5-3.
Pohl, the soph pitching sensation, fired a 2-
hitter and struck out 12.  Jankowski belted 2
doubles for the Saints.  Losing pitcher, Ron
Jurski hurled a fine 6-hitter and struck out 4.
MVP-Joe Pohl

All-Time Youth League Register
The following is a list of managers,

coaches and players, who were members of
the Rotary Little Fellas League baseball
team in South Amboy through the years.  If
anyone was omitted, please let us know.

Managers-Ray Caterina, Joe LaVigne
Sr., Frank Parisen; Coaches-Ray Caterina,
John Dowling, Bob Eginton, Jay Fuller, Joe
LaVigne Sr., Jack Massing, Frank Misak,
Gene Witkowski; Players-Bill Adams, Tom
Adams, Dennis Anderson, Darryl Ball,
Glenn Ball, Ken Benson, Mike Benson,
Dave Brady, Jim Brennan, Doug “Buck”
Buckalew, Ed “Skippy” Buckalew, George
Carroll, Tom Caterina, Alfie Clark, Gene
“Mutt” Clark, Cliff Connors Jr., Bob Creed,
Bill Cross, Ed “Jake” DeFort, Joe “Streak”
DeLucia, Mike “Rico” DeLucia, Jerry
“Dizzy” Disbrow, Richard Drake, Brian
Dudley, Mark Dudley, Ron Egan, Ken

Eginton, Larry Eskra, John Ewtuschek, Jerry
Freeman, George Gilbert, Jim Gominger,
Gorczyca, John Hayden Jr., Glenn Hisey,
Jim Holovacko, Chuck Jones, Jim Kip, Ken
Kip, Jim Kopystecky, Joe Kriss, Bob
Krzyzkowski, Jerry Krzyzkowski, Frank
Kurzawa,

Pete Lake, Charlie Lange, Gary Lange,
Dennis Larsen, Darren LaVigne, Doug
LaVigne, Joe LaVigne Jr., Tim Loftus, John
Malik, Paul Marinin, Dennis “Miami”
McCarthy, Bill McGowan Jr., Jim Minnick,
Frank Misak, Tom Misak, Jeff “Monty”
Montgomery, “Monty” Muchanic, Paul
Nagy, Tim Noble, Joe Nowak, Jon Ohlinger,
Billy “Bumper” Parisen, Joe Pelican, Tony
Pelican, Ed Pietraszka, Dave Pillar, Frank
Pillar, Tom Pillar, Al Read, Bill Reilly, Ron
Riuner, Frank Rowley, Jack Rowley, Brian
Septor, Al Smith, Spratford, Bill Tarallo,
Sam Tarallo, Mike Tingle, Jim Tingle, Marty
Veilleux, Joe Vigilante, Bill Wanko, Will
Waverczak, Dennis White, Doug Whitaker,
Steve Witkowski, Dan Wolff, Bill “Monk”
Wozniak, Bob Zera, Ray Zera, Paul Zulin.

Hall Played For First
Aid

Bill Hall was a fine player on the First
Aid team in the South Amboy Little Fellas
League in 1965.  He went on to play in the
Fraternity League at Newark College of
Engineering (Now NJIT), as well as in the
Fort Monmouth Men’s Softball League,
where his club won the B Division Champi-
onship in 1992.Opening Day 1960

Sayreville Wins 37-0
In Baseball!

The weathermen didn’t postpone the
Sayreville High School-Rutgers Prep Open-
ing Day baseball game, but by the third
inning, the Prepsters were undoubtedly wish-
ing it did rain.  Coach John Wortley’s pow-
erhouse scored 24 runs in the bottom of the
third inning in route to an unbelievable 37-
0 triumph.

Wortley and his players used every
conceivable method to hold down the score,
but to no avail.  The game was finally halted
after 5 innings (This game was years before
the 10-run mercy rule).  Jerry Kabara hurled
a no-hitter for the Bombers, while striking
out 9.

*Note in its second game, Sayreville
blasted St. Mary’s Eagles 12-0, so in two
games the Bombers had outscored oppo-
nents, 49-0!

20-Years Ago-
Bombers Wrestling

1986-Sayreville’s Heavyweight wres-
tling superstar, Mike Bouchard was (23-3-1)
with 16 pins, and won the GMCT title, the
District 20 championship, and was 2nd in the
Regionals.  He finished his career with a
fantastic (66-8-1) record, which was #1 in
the school’s history at the time.  Dan Armetta
finished the year with a fine (20-8) mark, and
closed his career at (49-23-1), 2nd best at the
time.

Confessions Of A South Amboy Half-
Court Basketball Player
Part 6

Lopy’s Hook Shot
Some people know who Lopy is and

some don’t.  Suffice it to say the Lopy I’[m
talking about is the youngest of a family that
ran one of South Amboy’s most well known,
well respected, and successful businesses
for a long, long time.  However, who Lopy
is has absolutely nothing to do with this
story.  This is a story about the unexplained
and unfathomable: UFO’s, ghost stories,
those weird mysterious crop designs, chiller
theater, the unknown—which in basketball
is manifested in the “The Hook Shot.”

I’m not talking about the so called hook
shot that is seen today launched by 7 footers
shooting down at the basket; I’m talking
about the sweeping, graceful version seen in
one that was shot not only by centers and
forwards, but by guards, of all people, and,
more specifically, Lopy’s masterful version
of that driving hook shot.

 Lopy’s hook shot—the dribble to the
basket, the head and shoulder feint to the
inside, the sudden step to the outside, the
lifted knee, the sweeping curve of the arm
and the final coup d’etat of the sickening
sounds of the ball banging off the backboard
and swishing through the net.

When I wake up at three o’clock in the
morning and I can’t sleep I look up at the
ceiling and up there in vivid, living color is
a half-court game at the tank, and if it’s a bad
night there is a loop being playing over and
over again of Lopy taking that hook shot as
if on one of those old clicking, noisy super 8
movie projectors.

Bad for two reasons:  1. I don’t remem-
ber Lopy ever missing a shot, and 2. Of all
the hundreds of games we played at the tank,
I don’t remember ever being on Lopy’s side,
so every shot he made was a metaphorical
nail in the coffin of crushing defeat.

And there is an irony here, the irony
being that that hook shot was more or less
Lopy’s only move to the basket, and you
knew it was coming, but you still couldn’t
stop it† He shot a now also extinct shot, the

“running one-hander, he also drove to the
basket in a manner that foreshadowed the
twisting, twitching and turning of players
like Earl Monroe and maybe even Julius
Erving, but, his heart was not truly into them
and it showed..They were after thoughts.
All a ruse to mask the inevitable move to
unleash the hook shot he delivered with
sadistic glee as we all stood by helplessly
and watched.

But the real magic and beauty and mys-
tical essence of that shot came on a summers
evening in the early sixties.  And to me it was
much like the event referred to last time here
about the two brothers coining the “I tought
you was cutting” phrase.  A historic night
that forever changed how I looked upon
basketball.

I was home from college and we were
all up the tank ready to play until it got dark
and we would go and do what 20 year olds
do the world over..Drink beer, hang out and
chase girls. In a normal three on three game,
Lopy stepped in to the left, he feinted, he
moved right and he took the hook shot, and
instead of making the shot as he easily could
have done, he purposely slammed the ball
high off the backboard to pass it to another
team mate cutting to the basket for a lay up.

He passed up the sure points, just to add
an element of ‘elan to the game, just to bring
to a higher level, and to me, a person who
only thought of playing sports as a vehicle of
either winning or losing, it was my first real
understanding of what art is and of finding
the possibility of beauty in the everyday and
commonplace.

 So here’s to Lopy and his hook shot
and his door opening backboard pass and the
beauty and art to be found by youngsters
playing a game somewhere on a patch of
grass or macadam in town today.

The Ghost
Next Time:  The Irony and the Ecstasy

of the Half Court Game
For Now- Take a Water Break

HAVE A SAFE

4TH OF JULY
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Jerry Smith (center) poses with some of the St. Mary student-authors. Six grader Nancy
Daino (left) fashioned her story around a love triangle. Seventh graders Melody Smith (2nd

from left) and Victoria Feihl (right) wrote supernatural tales. Eighth grader Charlie Du (2nd

from right) developed a trio of colorful characters out to win a poker tournament. Great
creativity from everyone!

The World According To AARP
By Elaine Scott

There are really three certainties in life,
not just two:  death, taxes, and a letter from
AARP upon your 50th birthday.  It doesn’t
matter if you changed your last name and
moved to another continent, leaving no for-
warding address.  AARP will find you better
than any hound dog ever could.

Before having a chance to adjust to the
“Big 5-0,” the first piece of mail arrives,
welcoming you into the world of AARP.
You may try to forget this first reminder of
eminent old age, but as sure as day turns into
night and 50 turns into 51, AARP will never
forget you.  Mail from them will keep com-
ing.

We all have a tendency to remember
“firsts” in life, good ones as well as bad
ones: our first kiss, our first love, our first
car, our first speeding ticket, our first “pink
slip,” and for the unlucky, the first audit by
the IRS.  For me, it also includes my first
magazine from AARP.

When I turned 50, I tried to convince
myself that age didn’t matter.  On the morn-
ing of that dreaded birthday, I closely scru-
tinized my face in the mirror and felt reas-
sured that I still looked the same.  As eyes
lose their 20-20 vision with time, that wasn’t
very hard to do at all.  So, I decided I looked
“ageless,” and could pass for a rather oldish
looking 40 year old if I felt like doing it.
Besides, a person’s age was very personal.
It was no one else’s business how old I was,
and I didn’t have to tell them anyway.  With
that, I tried to put the birthday behind me,
and forget it ever had happened.

Soon afterwards, I learned that it wasn’t
to be when I unexpectedly found an AARP
magazine inside my mailbox.   There, on the
cover, unhidden by any brown paper wrap-
ping, was a smiling, very elderly, white-
haired couple.  In my shock, it seemed as
though they were shouting, “You are one of
us, now!!”  “Oh, no, I’m not!!” I mentally
screamed, as I hurried to toss the unwanted
magazine into the garbage.   It didn’t matter,
though, as mail from AARP continued to
come, reminding both me and the mailman
that I wasn’t as young as I pretended to be.

Government statistics show there are

78 million of us “baby boomers,” now hav-
ing hair roots liberally sprinkled with gray,
that is, those of us who are fortunate enough
to still have our own hair.  Our naive “Don’t
trust anyone over 30” generation has be-
come so far removed from the age of 30 that
it’s becoming more and more difficult to
remember ever having been that young.
Time marches on relentlessly and so, too,
does the seemingly endless stream of “late
boomers,” as they now march towards the
5% discount every Wednesday to join the
rest of us.

The Baby Boomer Generation had be-
gun in 1946 after the end of World War II,
continued through the Korean War, and
ended in 1964 with the beginning of the
Vietnam “Conflict.”  Ironically, as the “last
of the boomer babies” were being born, the
“first boomer babies” were receiving their
draft notices from Uncle Sam to fight in a
war which wasn’t called a war until it was
long over.   The U.S. involvement in Viet-
nam brought an end to the eighteen year
reign of the Baby Boomer Generation, and
when it did, the X Generation had begun.
No doubt, AARP already has the names of
the first “X babies” ready and waiting on
their ever-increasing mailing list.

Maturity has a way of changing our
perspectives.  As our eyesight dims, we,
somehow, seem to acquire the ability to
“see” important aspects of life more clearly.
Getting older is not a time for mourning our
lost youth; rather, it’s a time for celebrating
that we actually survived it.  Many of our
generation, and in the generations before us,
weren’t as blessed as we who have gotten
this far in life.  Remember, the average age
of the 58,000+ American soldiers who lost
their lives in Vietnam, alone, was only 19.

So, all of you “late boomer babies” and
“early X babies,” be prepared for your own
50th birthdays.  Rest assured that those of us
who have gone through it before you will be
there in spirit, happily shouting, “You are
one of us now!!” as you start to learn about
the world according to AARP.

(Elaine “Holton” Scott may be con-
tacted at siteseein526@aol.com

The South Amboy Lions Club presented their Student and Teacher of the year awards at their
annual dinner recently.  Pictured (l-r), Dr. Patrick McCabe, Principal SAMHS, Kelly Taylor,
St. Mary Elementary, Robert Sheedy (back), Superintendent of South Amboy Schools,
Nicole Marsh, St. Mary Elementary, KatieLynn Roberts, South Amboy Elementary, Rose
Lund, South Amboy Elementary, Carolyn Hudak, Cardinal McCarrik HS, John Reis, Cardinal
McCarrick HS, Beth Ann Prudente, Sacred Heart Elementary, Shaun Kanecke, Sacred
Heart Elementary, Tony Gonsalves, South Amboy Middle/High School, Andrew Pappas
accepting for his brother Michael, South Amboy High School, Bob Pawlik and Janet Kern,
Lions Club.  (Photo by Brian Stratton)

Students Gain Writing Experience
Students in sixth, seventh and eighth

grades at St. Mary Elementary School have
been writing short fiction stories since Janu-
ary as part of a writers’ workshop facilitated
by local children’s author Jerry Smith.

“My relationship with the students was
similar to one an editor has with an author,”
Mr. Smith explained, “and the story ideas
that emerged reflected the uniqueness of
each child.”

Mrs. Tracy Blauvelt who teaches lan-
guage arts at the school initiated the work-
shop as a way to get her students to apply
their classroom skills more extensively.

“The project seemed insurmountable
to many students when we first began,” she
said, “but has turned into a collection of
masterpieces.

“St. Mary School is very fortunate to
have an award-winning author work with
our students.  The writers’ workshop cre-
ated much enthusiasm for the students as
well as the teachers.  The students have told

me they will keep their stories for a long
time to come.  What more could a teacher
ask for?”
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LETTERS
WWW.?

Do you know what this is a picture of?  It’s another easy one, so why not enter our popular
contest, by sending your answer to: satimes@aol.com.  (Photo by Tom Burkard)

Last Month’s
Winners

Our WWW.? was one of the easiest
contests of all-time.  The correct answer
was the South Amboy Train Station.  Con-
gratulations to the following winners:
George Nelson, Stella Pluskota, Joe Luizzi,
Marie Wagner, Joanne Niestempski, Linda
Vona, Jackie Rooney, Mary Ann
Matarangolo, Keara Skokowski, Jack
Higgins, John Avagliano, Jim Phillips,
Robert Reddington, Betty Silvaney,

*Late winner for April’s contest was
Arthur B. Chapman, who correctly identi-
fied The White Eagle Tavern.

Congratulations to all!

WWW.? Feedback
Jim Phillips of South Amboy writes:

“The South Amboy Train Station, is located
on Mason Ave.  How many readers know
that?  Did you know that the train station was
owned by the New York & Long Branch
Railroad?  The New York & Long Branch
RR did own a piece of rolling stock.  The RR
owned the “right of way” tracks between
New York and Long Branch and beyond.
Also, when you bought a train ticket to Perth
Amboy or New York, the ticket read the
“New York & Long Branch RR.”  The
station was manned around the clock, all
year.  The train station manager was the
master who operated the teletype, exchang-
ing messages between stations.  They didn’t
use telephones, but teletype.  All the mail
and newspapers from New York went thru
the station.”

Betty Silvaney, (Formerly of South
Amboy) now residing in PA, writes, “The
picture in the WWW.? contest is the South

Amboy RR ticket station.  You’re right, that
was easy!  Especially since I used to take the
train to work in Newark for 5 years.  Also,
was the lighthouse ever known as the
Ambrose Light at one time?  Really enjoy
reading about all the old haunts.”

Ring Recovered
After 24 Years

By Tom Burkard
Way back around 1982, Teri O’Keefe,

a St. Mary’s High School Class of ’81
graduate lost her school ring, and had no
idea where it was.  South Amboy’s Ron
Sturgis’ father happened to find it by his
home in Morgan, and gave it to Ron’s wife
Betty, and she put it away.  After being
tucked away for many years, Ron came
across it, and after finding out it was a St.
Mary’s 1981 ring with the initials T.O.K.,
he contacted me via e-mail and asked if I
could mention the ring in The SA Times,
which we did, and an old friend of Teri’s,
Chris, saw the article and sent it to her in
Florida.  Teri contacted Ron about 6 months
ago, and said she would be coming to South
Amboy, so arrangements were made to re-
turn the long-lost keepsake.  Teri O’Keefe
was ecstatic when they met.  “I couldn’t
believe it!  It adds to the importance since
this year is the 25th anniversary of our
graduation,” she said.

SA Times/Tom Burkard
I enjoyed your article on the 1966 St.

Mary’s fire.  After the fire, we went on split
sessions (Not sure exactly when) and I was
stuck with school from noon to 5 p.m.  Any-
way, I had to give up my paper route with the
News Tribune, because they didn’t want the
paper delivered that late in the day.

Bill Hall
(Formerly of South Amboy)

Dear Tom,
Keep up the good work with The Times.

It serves as an important link between former
South Amboyans and our old hometown.
We also like the info about Sayreville, espe-
cially sports related items.

Jerry Connors
(Formerly of South Amboy)

Tom,
I just wanted to send you a quick note to

congratulate you and Brian on how far
you’ve taken The SA Times in terms of
editorial content, layout and advertising.  It
is a compelling and entertaining read every
month, and for me personally, it keeps me
connected to the hometown and people I
have always admired and appreciated.

I decided to write to you now after
reading your June issue, which included
coverage of Joe Wojciechowski’s passing.
As you know, I was a reporter for the South
Amboy Citizen for a year or so back in the
late 1980’s.  (I also delivered The Citizen for
several years as a kid in the late 1970’s).  I
was still in college, and Joe was my first
editor in the newspaper business.  He was a
one-of-a-kind personality and I learned a
great deal from working with him.

In addition to being one of the brightest
and friendliest guys you’d ever meet, what
I’ll remember most about Joe was his devo-
tion to the people of South Amboy.  There

was always plenty of news stories in town to
fill the paper each week, but Joe always
insisted that we make room for features on
prominent and interesting residents, espe-
cially the “old timers” who had lived in town
for years.  It was important to Joe to ac-
knowledge the town’s most loyal residents,
to share recollections, and the town’s in-
triguing history.  He also was an enthusiastic
supporter of South Amboy’s police, fire and
first aid organizations, as well as the school
system.  Looking back, the opportunity to
write features about the good news and good
people of South Amboy, and not just “hard”
news stories, was the best part of the job.

The people of South Amboy are still
what makes The SA Times a good read, and
you guys get it right every single month.
Keep up the great work.

Best,
Bill Sullivan
(Formerly of South Amboy)

Dear Tom,
As one year goes by too fast, enclosed

is my usual two year subscription renewal.
Great newspaper!  Also great memories of
growing up in a great town!

Alfons Marczak
(Formerly of South Amboy)

Sad Farewell
After 30 straight years of proudly work-

ing as a School Guard for the City of South
Amboy, I will be leaving my corner for the
last time on June 16th.  I just want to thank
everyone for being so nice to me: the Mayor
and City Council; the Police Dept.; the Fire
Dept., all the other School Guards, past and
present, Ann Marie for always being there
for us; Rose and David at Center Deli; the
senior citizens who liked to stop and talk
with me, and everyone else, young and old,
who have been a part of my life on the corner
for all of these many years.  I will surely miss
each and every one of you.

Sincerely,
Martha, the School Guard

Dear Publisher,
As the outgoing fire chief I would like

to take this opportunity to thank those who
have made these last three years manage-
able.  I owe a great deal of thanks to my
family and friends, President Tom Gorman
and the members of the Enterprise Snorkel
Fire Company and all the brave men and
women of the South Amboy Fire Depart-
ment.  The members of the SAFD, entirely
volunteer, are extremely dedicated and de-
voted to the fire department and this city.
The fire department of today has changed
drastically in the last several years.  The
state and federal government have imposed
numerous training classes and the men and
women of the SAFD not only complete the
required annual training classes but have
taken additional classes to compliment their
level of training.  Members of the fire dept
have also assisted the city by applying for
and receiving state and federal grants.  The
SAFD received a grant that placed
defibrillators in every fire truck and ambu-
lance and complete medical bags in every
fire truck, ambulance and police vehicle.
The SAFD has recently completed a grant to
upgrade our outdated radio system.  Seventy
new pairs of turnout gear have been pur-
chased in the last several years and comput-
ers are being installed in every fire house.
An explorer program, teaching young resi-
dents what being a firefighter is all about, is
in my opinion the best program to be insti-
tuted in this department.  These are just
some of the many examples that show the
dedication of the members of the fire depart-
ment.  I could not complete this thought
without thanking my two assistant’s Chief
Tim Walczak and Chief Jim Larkin.  These
two gentlemen have assisted me greatly in
the last year and without them I could never
have completed this long and difficult year.
As the fire chief of this great city I feel
extremely proud of the services provided by
the brave men and women of the SAFD.
Again I just want to say thank you to all the
members of the South Amboy Fire Depart-
ment.

Kevin F Zebro
Fire Chief, SAFD

South Amboy’s Ron Sturgis (l) who tracked
down the rightful owner of a 1981 St. Mary’s
High School ring is pictured with the owner,
Teri O’Keefe (r), as she proudly show her
treasure. (Photo by Tom Burkard)
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South Amboy: The Ultimate Season-CJ Group I Champions
By Tom Burkard

Guvs: A Family
Affair

The 1973 Hoffman Governors, under
rookie coach Bob Bloodgood finished (14-
7), and captured the Central Jersey Group I
baseball title.  Three members of the newly
crowned ’06 CJ Group I champions are
related to players on the ’73 club.  Tom
Szatkowski, who was the star first baseman
back then is the father of Guvs first baseman
Tom Szatkowski; George Bongiorno was a
freshman starting pitcher back in 1973, and
is the uncle of frosh second baseman, Joe
Bongiorno; Ray Poulsen, a starting hurler
on the Hoffman team, is a cousin of the
current champions Assistant Coach, Dan
Poulsen.  It’s hard to believe, but it’s been 33
years, and there are still family ties in the
Hoffman/South Amboy High School sports
program.

SA Sets New
Record For Wins

The 2006 South Amboy baseball club,
will go down in history as the Hoffman/
South Amboy High School team with the
most victories ever in one season, as they
finished (24-4).  Coach Dennis Bourgeau’s
champions eclipsed the old mark of 22, set by
Coach Reggie Carney’s 1981 CJ Group I
champions, who finished (22-6).  As a matter
of fact, this years’ talented contingent be-
came only the third team in school history to
notch 20 wins.  Carney’s ’79 ballclub was the
first to hit the magical “20” mark, with a (20-
3-2) showing.

Did You Know?
Joe Bartlinski’s perfect game was the

first in the history of any South Amboy high
school, regular season or tournaments.  The
gem was also most likely the only perfect
game ever pitched in a CJ Group I final, and
possibly any final in all groups.

Guvs Fall In County,
States

By Tom Burkard
The final curtain fell on the 2006 sea-

son for the mighty South Amboy Gover-
nors, unfortunately on a sad note.  Coach
Dennis Bourgeau’s Purple & Gold contin-
gent bowed to a powerful St. Joseph’s of
Metuchen, 11-0 in the GMCT champion-
ship game.  Mike DeJoy hit a double for the
Guvs, while Brian Seres took the loss.

In the State Group I semifinals,
Pennsville came from a 6-0 deficit to shock
South Amboy 7-6 and advance to the state
championship.  Untimely walks and errors
led to the Guvs defeat.  Jared Mundy, the
starting pitcher, blasted two, 2-run homers
totaling about 800 feet, but to no avail, as
the South Jersey powerhouse was not to be
denied.  Joe Bartlinski suffered the loss in
relief, his only setback of the season, as his
outstanding schoolboy career came to an
end.

Hoffman/SA
Baseball Champs

1945-CJ Group II and also Shore Con-
ference; 1952-Shore Conference; 1969-CJ
Group I; 1971-CJ Group I; 1973-CJ Group
I; 1981-CJ Group I; 1984-CJ Group I and
also NJSIAA Group I State Champions;
1987-CJ Group I; 2006-CJ Group I.

Are there others?  Please let us know.

Sayreville Softball ‘82
The 1982 Sayreville Men’s Indepen-

dent Softball League “C” Division featured
the following teams: Basic; Sayreville Home
Improvement; Hurricanes; Sayreville Taxi;
Misfits II; Walter’s Auto Body; Misfits;
Parlin Pirates; Caravan A.C.; Warriors;
Tom’s Pub; Parkway Liquors; Subway; Fu-
ries.  Did you play on any of these teams?
Have any memories to share?  Let us know
at satimes@aol.com.
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Hoffman/South
Amboy’s Top
Baseball Teams

Researched By Tom Burkard
The Hoffman/South Amboy teams with

the best winning percentages for a season in
the school’s history are: 1934-SA (10-0,
1.000) Coach Primpka; 1945-Hoffman (13-
1, .928) Coach Milt Gordon; 1979-Hoffman
(20-3-2, .869) Coach Reggie Carney; 1984-
Hoffman (19-3, .864) Coach George
Krzyzanowski; 1987-Hoffman (19-3, .864)
Coach George Krzyzanowski; 2006-SA (24-
4, .857) Coach Dennis Bourgeau; 1981-
Hoffman (22-6, .786) Coach Reggie Carney;
1985-Hoffman (17-5-1, .773) Coach George
Krzyzanowski; 1936-South Amboy (10-3,
.769) Coach Eugene “Jimmy” Dobrzynski;
1971-Hoffman (13-5-1, .722) Coach John
“Mr. Z.” Zdanewicz; 1951-Hoffman (10-4,
.714) Coach Eugene “Jimmy” Dobrzynski.

South Amboy’s Proud Fans
Prior to the CJ Group I championship at

Waterfront Park, I had the opportunity to
interview some of the South Amboy Gover-
nors’ biggest supporters.

Randy Neumann (Former All-County,
All-State player for Hoffman, he coached
many of the  ’06 Guvs when they were 9-10
years old)  “As 10 & 11 year old All Stars,
they were undefeated for 2 1/2 years while
playing in tournaments in South Amboy,
Perth Amboy and Morgan.  They’re all gifted
in one way or another.  When one guy’s
down, someone else picks them up.  They
know what each of them can do.  They’re
friends and teammates, and stay together as a
unit.  They have talent to beat anybody around,
and even more important, have the friendship
after the game, and that helps.  Billy Wanko
recently reminded me that I had told the boys
as 10-year olds that they’d be playing to-
gether in high school, and here they are.”

Dave Gumprecht (Star pitcher for
Hoffman, the ’87 CJ Group I Champs; All-
County, All-State, The News Tribune’s Player
of the Year for 1987) “They have a lot more
talent than we had in ’87.  We just got together
and played on weekends when there was
nothing to do.  We had a lot of talent and went
(19-3).  This team has more arms than we had.
They have 4 deep, and we only had 3.”

Chuck Pickard (Long time umpire, 1992
SA Fire Chief) “The team’s amazin’!  They’re
going all the way.  You can’t touch them.
They have loads of talent.  They played Little
League and grew up playing together and
came up together.”

Jim Kazanjian (SA American Legion
Coach, former St. Mary’s/Cardinal McCarrick
Coach)”It’s great for baseball in South
Amboy.  It’s been awhile.  I can’t be happier
for them.  They’re 4-5 deep in pitching and
are a great bunch of coachable kids.  They
have good team chemistry, and that means a
lot.  You can see they’re close and have a
great following.  It’s sort of a magical type
thing.”

Darren LaVigne (SA Police
Captain)”They’re a great group of ballplayers.

A talented team with a deep pitching staff.
They’re a great bunch of kids who really love
to play ball, and take it to ‘em every game.
They played together at a very young age, and
have grown up together.  They play well as a
team and overall have fun doing it.”

Tom Szatkowski (SA Policeman, Mem-
ber of Hoffman’s 1973 CJ Group I
Champs)”We’ve been waiting a long time
for this, since they started playing T-Ball
together.  Everything seems to be going just
right this year.  They’re playing as a team, not
individuals.  They’re always picking each
other up.  It seems like every game somebody’s
gonna come through for us.  In ’73 we had 2
excellent pitchers, George Bongiorno and
Ray Poulsen, and this year we have 2 excel-
lent pitchers.  We’re gonna go all the way!

Linda Szatkowski “It’s a wonderful feel-
ing, and I hope they continue playing the way
they’ve been the last few games, having fun
and making plays, and coming together.
They’re solid!  They all seem to work to-
gether.  It’s a little magic.”

Rudy Neumann Sr. (All-County, All-
State pitcher for the 1945 Hoffman CJ Group
II, and Shore Conference Champs) “Actions
speak louder than words.  You just gotta
watch ‘em!”

Frank Bongiorno (Talented Hoffman
athlete in the 1970’s) “They’re gonna win it!
They’re gelling at the right time.  One guy hits
and everybody starts.  If they gel together,
you can beat anybody.  They play a lot more
ball than we did.  We played sandlot and that
was it.  Teams are a lot better now.  They start
in January and finish in October.

Wayne Olsen (Middlesex County All-
Star third baseman for the Hoffman ’87 CJ
Group I Champs) “They come pretty close to
our ’87 team.  We had a good team.  They
have a good chance of winning.”

Corey LaVigne (Old Bridge Policeman,
Soph, member of Hoffman’s ’87 CJ Group I
Champs) “In ’87, we had the best team in
Middlesex County, and were ranked #1 for
awhile.  It all comes down to pitching, and
that’s why they’ve gotten this far.  They have

better pitching than anybody.  The Guvs have
more pitching depth than anyone they’ll face,
and that’ll be the key.”

George Bongiorno (Freshman pitcher
on the Hoffman ’73 CJ Group I Champs)
“I’m very proud of this team!  I think they’re
better than our ’73 team in fielding, team
play, hitting and pitching.  They got it all
together.  They’re a very disciplined team.

Cindy Zammit (President of South
Amboy Board of Education) “I think it’s a
wonderful opportunity for all the boys on the
team that have played together for so long.
Also, important is what it’s done for the
school community.  It’s brought everybody
together within the walls of the school and
outside of school, and you can see by the
number of fans here today and the last few
games.  I’ve watched these boys since they
were in grammar school, and I participated in
their 8th grade moving up celebration, and
watched them as they matured into fine young
men.  They are a special group of boys.”

Guvs’ Coach
Comments

During the rain delay of the CJ Group I
final against Keansburg, Coach Dennis
Bourgeau recalled coaching Bartlinski,
Mundy, DeJoy, Seres and T. Szatkowski on
the Middle School team when they were 7th
graders. He said, “We were (10-1) that year.
It was wonderful this year walking into this.
I knew the boys, and I’m just thankful to
have the opportunity to be here.”

Coach Bourgeau was then asked to make
a brief comment on each of his CJ Group I
championship players.  He said: “A difficult
thing to do is to take 14 individual players
and have them work as a team.  Once the
players gel into a single functioning unit,
perhaps, it is more difficult to single them
out individually.  Anyway, here it goes.”

“Our first baseman, Tommy
Szatkowski, a trusted, natural leader, smart
on and off the field.  Our second baseman,
freshman Joe Bongiorno, a talented player
in many capacities.  He’ll play a key role in
the team’s future success.  Brian Seres can
do it all, and do it well.  The GMC might not
see another player like him.

Jared Mundy makes the game look easy.
His speed and power is unmatched.

Joe Tarallo plays with a passionate in-
tensity.

Bill Wanko makes one scratch his head
and ask, “How’d he hit that?”

Joe Bartlinski has people think, “What’s
next for this up-and-coming pitcher?”

Steve Poltrictzky, an outfielder, there
isn’t a baserunner out of his throwing range.

Kyle Blum, a coaches player, depend-
able.

Michael DeJoy demonstrated an ability
to think and execute on his own.  The squeeze
bunt during the Old Bridge game comes to
mind.

Bryan Klein is the one to turn to when
the team needs speed.

John Cooney, loyal, unrelenting.
John Winkler, enthusiastic, willing to

do whatever is asked of him.
Kyle Ravaioli, focused on working on

his game and be a part of the team’s next
generation of talented players.

Eric Oppenheimer, a team and crowd
favorite.  Dedicated equipment manager.

By Tom Burkard
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These Veterans are marching to the top of the Sayreville/South River Veterans’ War Memorial
Bridge for the annual Memorial Service held at 9 a.m. each year before the 10 a.m. Sayreville
Parade.  When they get to the top of the bridge, a member from VFW Post 4699, and American
Legion Lenape Post No. 211 each throw a wreath into the Raritan River.
Pictured (l-r) Lewis Cardella, Past Commander, American Legion Lenape Post No. 211;
Edward T. Strek, Past Commander, American Legion Lenape Post No. 211; Carmen Delikat,
Auxiliary Member, V.F.W. Post 4699: Roy Place, Member, American Legion Lenape Post No.
211.  (Photo courtesy of Arlene Strek)

Arts & Crafts
Program

The South Amboy Recreation Dept.
will hold registration until Fri., June 23,
from 8:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. for the Summer
Arts & Crafts Program, which begins on
Mon., June 26,  and runs to Fri., Aug. 4, 9
a.m. to noon.

South Amboy residents ONLY between
the ages of 4 1/2 and 12 may register in
person at the Rec Office at the Senior Re-
source Center on Stevens Ave.

For more information, call 732-727-
7677.

Grilling Safety
By Ed Szatkowski,  Fire Marshal
The National Fire Protection Associa-

tion still urges caution when grilling.  Leaks
and breaks in the gas cylinder or hose are the
leading cause of gas grill fires, accounting
for nearly half.  Placing combustibles too
close to the heat and leaving food cooking
unattended are the two leading causes of
grill home fires.  Half of all the gas and
charcoal grill home structure fires begin on
a balcony or an unenclosed porch, so it is
important to grill well away from your
home.

So enjoy this seasons’ grilling and keep
in mind these few fire safety grilling tips.
And before you fire up that grill, check all
fitting with a soapy water solution.  If bubbles
appear, you must then tighten the fitting
before you begin your cooking operation.

South Amboy Memorial Day Parade Grand Marshal (one l), Harold Dennen addresses the
huge crowd that gathered in front of city hall after the parade.  (Photo by Brian Stratton)

Jamiela Marie Drici
On May 22, 2006, Jamie Drici graduated
with Highest Honors (3.76 GPA) from Lehigh
University in Bethlehem, PA with a Bachelor
of Science in Civil Engineering.  Jamie is the
daughter of Moe and Terry Drici of the Parlin
section of Sayreville.  During her Lehigh
career, Jamie was inducted into three honor
societies:  Chi Epsilon - the National Civil
Engineering Honor Society, of which she
served as treasurer during senior year, Phi
Beta Kappa, and Tau Beta Pi - “for exhibiting
distinguished scholarship and exemplary
character.”  One of her favorite leisure
activities at Lehigh was co-hosting a weekly
radio program on 91.3 WLVR.  The high
points of her DJ’ing were on location
broadcasts and interviews with the bands
Hey Mercedes and MxPx.  Jamie also served
as a Student Ambassador, giving tours and
hosting visiting prospective students.  Ms.
Drici has accepted a position as a Project
Engineer at Structural Preservation Systems
in Elkridge, MD.



24   June 17, 2006 South Amboy-Sayreville Times


