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OLV Council 2061 Knights of Columbus of Sayreville recently held its annual “Citizens of the
Year” Breakfast Banquet/Awards program at the K of C Hall on Washington Road.  Pictured
(l-r) Mayor Kennedy O’Brien; “Police Officer of the Year” Det. Russel Anderson; “Senior
Citizen of the Year” Michael “Mickey” Sedlak; “Firefighter of the Year” Jody Somers;
“Emergency Medical Technician of the Year” Donna Grimshaw; and Assemblyman John S.
Wisniewski.  (Photo by Dr. John Misiewicz)

Sayreville Dems
Sworn In

Borough of Sayreville Democratic
Councilmen, Dennis Grobelny and Rory
Zach were sworn in on New Year’s Day by
Borough Clerk, Terry Farbaniec.  The coun-
cilmen now give the Democrats a 4-2 major-
ity on the Council.

Zollinger Chosen
Commander

Former Sayreville resident, U.S. Army
CPT John J. Zollinger was recently

promoted to Commander of Headquarters
and Headquarters Company 704th Military
Intelligence Brigade, Fort George G. Meade,
Maryland.

Zollinger recently returned from a 10-
month deployment to Iraq, where he man-
aged Signals Intelligence Systems for the
Army Cryptologic Operations.  While there,
he visited with Major John F. McConnell of
South Amboy.  CAPT Zollinger’s awards
and qualifications include the Bronze Star
Medal, the Army Commendation Medal,
the Army Achievement Medal, the Marine
Good Conduct Medal, the Kosovo Cam-
paign Medal, the Iraq Campaign Medal, the
Expert Infantryman Badge, the Parachutist
Badge, the Air Assault Badge, and the Ranger
Tab.

CPT Zollinger is married to CPT Brenda
Zollinger who is currently serving in Iraq.
He is a graduate of Our Lady of Victories
Grammar School and St. Joseph’s High
School.  His proud father is longtime
Sayreville businessman, John M. Zollinger.
Congratulations!

Great American
Bake Sale

“Cakes for Kids”
The employees of South Amboy

Foodtown are holding a bake sale on Janu-
ary 21st & January 22nd 2006 from 10 a.m.
to 2 p.m. at Foodtown 611 Bordentown
Avenue, South Amboy.  The employees are
volunteering their time and effort to baking
and selling these cakes to benefit needy
children.  The funds will be donated to the
third annual Great American Bake Sale. It is
an initiative presented by Parade and SOS,
(Share Our Strength, an anti-hunger organi-
zation). The money raised will go toward
programs in our state that help feed children
that are living without adequate food sup-
ply.  This year a portion will also go toward
the Gulf coast victims still struggling from
the hurricanes.

S.A.F.A. Elects 2006 Officers

Trailers Donated To
Borough

Five trailers were recently donated to
the Borough of Sayreville by Gillette En-
terprises.  The plan is to assemble the
trailers into a permanent modular office
building on Dolan Street, near the Mickey
Sedlak Recreation Center, behind the Bor-
ough Hall on Main Street.  The structure
will be 3,600 square feet.

Sayreville officials in Construction,
zoning, and code enforcement will soon
have office space in the trailers, upon
completion of the project.  The trailers are
approximately 15 years old, and are ex-
pected to last for another 20-30 years.

The Borough’s cost is estimated at
$250,000 for transporting them from their
location at Gillette’s on Jernee Mill Road
to their new location, as well as the renova-
tion and reassembly.  A new building this
size could cost up to $750,000.

McCabe Chosen
Grand Marshal

Retired South Amboy Police Chief, Leo
McCabe has been selected as Grand Mar-
shal for this year’s St. Patrick’s Day Parade
in South Amboy.   Claire Noble, a long-time
resident and very active in the community,
is the Deputy Grand Marshal.   World fa-
mous baseball hero, Jack McKeon, who
managed the Florida Marlins to the World
Series Championship in 2003 over the NY
Yankess, will return to South Amboy to
serve as Honorary Grand Marshal.  The Irish
Association will also honor Anna Mae
O’Connor.

Claire, Leo and Anna Mae will be pre-
sented with their sashes on Jan. 20 at the
Ancient Order of Hibernians on Stevens
Ave.  All are welcome to attend, and the
price of $25 per person includes food, beer
and entertainment.  For tickets contact Ginny
Tierney-Inman at 732-721-5117.

St. Patrick’s
Parade-March 11

The South Amboy St. Patrick’s Parade
Committee announced that this year’s pa-
rade will be held on March 11, starting at 2
p.m. with 22 marching bands scheduled to
attend, along with 12 floats and countless
marching groups.  The committee in coop-
eration with the South Amboy Police Dept.
would like to remind everyone that there are
no open alcoholic containers permitted the
day of the parade.

Baby Jesus Returned To St. Stan’s
By Steve Schmid

Brian Seres (l) with Coach George
Krzyzanowski (r) at the post game celebration
given in recognition of Brian scoring his
1000th point.  (Photo by Brian Stratton)

Seres Scores
1,000th Point

By Tom Burkard
South Amboy Guvs’ junior, Brian

Seres, became a member of the elite
Hoffman/South Amboy 1,000 point scor-
ing club by tossing in 14 points, as SA
stopped East Brunswick Tech, 62-55.

Seres was shutout in the first half, but
bounced back strong to score 14 points in
the final half.   Seres’ monumental basket
came with 2:44 left in the fourth quarter.

Congratulations!

Parishioners of St. Stanislaus Kostka
Church are overjoyed the once stolen figure
of baby Jesus has been returned to the
Sayreville church’s Nativity scene.  At a
joyful ceremony at St. Stan’s School on Jan.
6, third grade student, Emma Denby took
the plastic figure and gently placed it on the
red blanket in the manger.  The 8-year old
girl was excited to be selected do the honors.
She won a drawing to participate in the
ceremony which was held on the day Chris-
tians celebrate the Epiphany, when the in-
fant Jesus is honored by the three wise men.
Nine classes of students from the elemen-
tary school participated by singing “Joy To

The World.”  Church Pastor Rev. Kenneth
Murphy said it was a happy occasion to
welcome their baby Jesus back and return
him to the crib where he belongs.

On Dec. 31, a St. Stan’s parishioner
found a 15-foot statue of Christ was torn
down in the church cemetery.  The same
morning, a caretaker realized the baby Jesus
was missing from the Nativity scene.  On
Jan. 2, Sayreville Police arrested 4 teenagers
in connection with this incident.  They are
accused of stealing more than 25 similar
figures from at least three local towns, and
face theft and criminal mischief charges.

Members of the South Amboy First Aid
and Safety Squad at the December 13 meet-
ing held their elections for the 2006 Officers
of the squad. The following positions and
members are: President- Gary T. Cottrell,
Vice President - James T. Ryan, Recording
Sec.- William Parsons, Corresponding Sec.-
Donna Lyons, Financial Sec.- Veronica

Steiner, Treasuer - Thomas Hoover, Trust-
ees - Robert Sekerak, Edward Campbell,
Micheal Geraltowski, John Kelly and Jill
Shackelton, Sergeant at Arms - Greg Barna,
Captain - Christopher Mader, Asst. Captain
- Elizabeth Leveille, 1st. Lieutenant - Jill
Shackelton, 2nd. Lieutenant – Robert
Sekerak and 3rd. Lieutenant – Greg Barna,
Instructor Advisor – Lee G. Steiner, Chief
Driver - John Kelly, 1st. Asst. Driver –
William Parsons, 2nd. Asst. Driver – Ed-
ward Campbell, 3rd. Asst. Driver – Thomas
Parsons and Chaplain - James T. Ryan

New members are always welcome,
stop in at headquarters on Main & Thomp-
son Streets or call 732-721-1005(recorder)
to obtain an Application for Cadet (16-18),
Regular or Associate.

Our 2005 Fund Drive records indicate
many residences have not yet returned their
tax deductible contributions. Please send
them back A.S.A.P. as these donations are
extremely needed to offset our expenses.
Thank you.

THE
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Major John F. O’Connell, (r) is honored at the Christmas Party given by Mayor John T.
O’Leary to thank all of the volunteers who helped benefit the City of South Amboy by serving
on different boards and committees.  O’Connell, who is serving in Iraq, keeps locals informed
on life over there with his column, “Hometown Hero In Iraq” in The SA Times.  Also pictured
are Andy Rossman of South Amboy (l), who recently completed active duty at Guantanamo
Bay, and Mayor O’Leary (c).  (Photo By Brian Stratton)
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South Amboy firefighter, William Leveille and his family present a check for $2,350 to Laura
Moran, wife of the late James Moran, a fellow firefighter, who recently lost his fight with lung
cancer.  The proceeds were from a holiday fundraiser held at Leveille’s home for the James
Moran Family Fund.
A special thank you to everyone that gave a monetary donation for the family, and also to
Independence Engine Hose Co.; South Amboy Knights of Columbus; Progressive Fire Co.;
Melrose Hose Co. #1; Mike Nowicki; Richard Johnson and Edward Campbell for their time
and generosity.

Talk Of The Towns
By Tom Burkard

New Arrival
Walter & Connie Kozak, formerly of

South Amboy, are proud grandparents of a
new baby girl, Kaitlyn Elizabeth Dorio,
born to Joseph & Colleen Dorio on Nov. 19,
2005 at Newport News, VA.  Kaitlyn
weighed 8 lbs. 12 oz. and was 21 3/4 inches
long.  Congratulations!
Hansell Is Proud Grandfather

Daniel Hansell, formerly of South
Amboy, recently became a grandfather of a
new baby girl, Madison Rae Buelow, born
to Danielle & David Buelow on Nov. 15,
2005 at Rockford, IL.  Madison weighed
only 3 lbs. 7 oz., but is doing well now and
even made it home for Christmas.  Dan was
the President of the Student Council at St.
Mary’s HS in ’67.  Congratulations!
In Memoriam

Pete Kirsch, 95, of Morgan died on
Dec. 10.  He was the owner of Kirsch Auto
Repairs for many years.  Augustus Geant,
73, of South Amboy died on Dec. 12.  He
was a Korean War veteran and worked for
23 years at National Lead.  Edward Creed,
88, of Morgan died on Dec. 19.  He worked
for 40 years at DuPont.  Theresa Wist, 82, of
Morgan died on Dec. 24.  She was an ama-
teur golf champion, and won many titles at
Tamarack Golf Club.  Paul Smeck Sr., 66,
formerly of Morgan died on Dec. 24.  He
was owner/operator of Paul’s Auto Repair
in Morgan for over 30 years.  Clare Rathbun,
79, of Morgan died on Dec. 26.  She was
president of Middlesex County American
Legion Ladies Auxiliary in 1979-80. Wanda
Nawoj, 95, of Sayreville died on Dec. 27.
She was a past president of St. Stanislaus
Kostka School PTA.  Mary Ann Kennedy,
60, of South Amboy died on Dec. 27.  She
was a fine and caring person who touched
many lives in a positive way.  Frances Welsh,
80, of South Amboy died on Dec. 28.  She
was a kind-hearted lady and truly patriotic.
William Lockwood, 82, of South Amboy
died on Jan. 8.  He was a World War II
veteran, and the founding member of
Lockwood Boat Works Inc., of Morgan,
which he owned and operated with his wife

and partner, Mary.  The business is still
prospering and being run by their 10 chil-
dren.  Gloria Share, 81, of Parlin died on Jan.
10.  She was a past treasurer for OLV
Columbiettes Council 2061. They will never
be forgotten for their good works.  God
Bless.

Sacred Heart 40th
Reunion

The Sacred Heart School of South
Amboy, NJ, Class of 1965 will be holding a
40-year reunion on Sat., April 1, 2006.  The
planned, casual evening will be held at
Cagney’s Pub in Parlin.  The cost will be $40
per person, and include open bar and a
buffet dinner.  You can contact Kenny R. at
Krev721@optonline.net or Lenny A. at 732-
251-4648 for more info.

Pleasant Little Trivia
By Tom Burkard

1. President of the Morgan First Aid
Squad in 1974?  a.Daniel Malik  b.Joseph
Deliman c.Thomas Kirkman

2. Sayreville’s Borough Clerk in ’82?
a.Margaret Hahn b.Patrycia Mazzocchi
c.Janice Sprague

3. She was selected to compete in the
1985 Miss New Jersey Teen USA Pageant?
a.Anna Cruschecki b.Michelle Zadlock
c.Lisa Pavano

4. This bar was located at 200 S. Stevens
Ave., South Amboy in ’84?  a.Key Largo
b.The Dugout c.The Hillcrest

5. Morgan Lions Club president in 1973?
a.Raniero Travisano b.James Adamski
c.Andrew Pillar

6. Women’s clothing store at the Mini
Mall on Ernston Rd., Parlin in ’73?  a.Suzie’s
Fashions b.Matchmaker c.The Finer Things

7. In ’77, he was hired as Hoffman
High’s principal?  a.Robert Bloodgood
b.Joseph DePasquale c.William Beattie

8. South Amboy’s Postmaster in ’76?
a.Charles Mahoney b.Norman Kilcomons
c.Bernard Cohen

9. This business was located at 252 N.
Stevens Ave., South Amboy in 1963?  a.The
Jug b.Prasnal’s Luncheonette c.Mike’s

10. In ’83, you could find this bar lo-
cated at 1 Roosevelt Blvd., Parlin?  a.Jolly
K’s b.Simko’s Pub c.The Rusty Roadster

11. This coin and stamp shop was lo-
cated on Highway 9, Sayreville in 1977?
a.Paper & Gold b.The Money Market
c.Hobby Time

12. This deli was located at 126 N.
Broadway, South Amboy in ’88?  a.C-K
Family  b.Smiley’s c.M & M

Answers
1c 2a 3b 4a 5c 6b 7b 8a 9b 10a 11b 12a.

BIC Charity Ball
Sayreville Association for Brain Injured
Children will hold it’s 11th Annual Charity
Ball on Sunday February 26, 2006
To Be Held at the Grand Marquis, Rt. 35,
Old Bridge, NJ
Cocktain Hour:  12:00 - 1:00PM
Dinner & Music:  1:00 - 5:00PM
Donation:† $75.00 per person
Place an Ad in our souvenir book.
For further information or to make a reser-
vation
Please contact Jim or Laurie
@ 732-254-8530
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    Business of the Month  
Ciro’s Italian-American Deli

Alison (l) and Ciro Napolitano, owners of the popular, new business, Ciro’s Italian-
American Deli, stand behind the cold cuts counter at the store’s 3292 Washington Rd.
location in Parlin.  (Photo by Tom Burkard)

Ciro’s Italian-American Deli, located
nearby at 3292 Washington Rd., Parlin
(Next to Rita’s Ice), features a vast array
of outstanding foods, cold cuts and much
more.

Owners Ciro and Alison Napolitano
celebrated Ciro’s Grand Opening in July
2005, and in that short time have built a
growing, very-satisfied customer base in
the South Amboy-Sayreville area.

Ciro’s always provides top-grade
products such as a full line of Boars Head
products, Antonio’s Pasta, fresh New
York-Italian bread delivered daily, and
Manhattan Special beverages.  The top-
notch deli offers fresh cut meats, fresh
mozzarella, delicious subs, sandwiches
and wraps, as well as party platters, party
subs and Italian specialties.  In addition,
you can pick up your milk, eggs and a
variety of groceries at Ciro’s Italian-
American Deli.

Ciro’s family has been in the Italian
Deli business for 30 years, and he has
received plenty of experience from work-
ing with his dad in all of their Italian delis.
He always wanted to be on his own, and

decided to start a business in Parlin.
 The food and products are outstand-

ing, plus you get fast and friendly service
in a warm and immaculately-clean atmo-
sphere.   The hard-working Napolitanos
are very concerned about their custom-
ers’ satisfaction, and always offer rea-
sonable prices and coupon discounts.

If you’re getting ready for that spe-
cial Super Bowl party, don’t forget that
Ciro’s offers mouth-watering 2-6 feet
long subs, and party platters, so place
your order today by calling 732-727-
7700.  One of the most popular menu
items is Ciro’s Hero, a tasty and filling
sandwich made with Prosciutto, fresh
Mozzarella & roasted peppers.  You can
also build your own subs!

Ciro’s Italian-American Deli’s hours
are: Tues.-Fri.: 9 a.m.-6 p.m; Sat.-9 a.m.-
5 p.m.; Sun.-9 a.m.-3 p.m.; Mon.-Closed.

Ciro’s Italian-American Deli is one
of the area’s most outstanding new busi-
nesses, and is growing in popularity each
day, especially after people taste the fine
foods offered by Ciro’s at 3292 Washing-
ton Rd., Parlin (Next to Rita’s Ice).  Check
it out now!  Try it, you’ll love it!

Winter Story Time
Registration for the winter story time

session at Dowdell Library has begun!  Chil-
dren must be registered in person by a par-
ent.  Ages 3-4 will meet Mondays at 11am
from January 23rd through March 13th.
Ages 5-6 will meet Thursday s at 3:30 from
January 26th until March 16th.  All sessions
will last about 45 minutes and will include
stories and a craft.

For further information please call the
library at 732-721-6060 or e-mail
children@dowdell.org

Hppy

Valentine’s

Day
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Yearbook-Hoffman 1996
By Tom Burkard

The title of the Hoffman yearbook was
“Saving The Best For Last.”  The Class of
’96 dedicated it to Carol McDonnell and
Joanne O’Brien. . .Robert Bloodgood was
principal, and some of his fine faculty con-
sisted of D. Abadie, S. Farrell, Sheila Inman,
C. O’Connor, R. Rim, and H. LaPoint. . .

The ’96 seniors were: Jennifer Al-Tawil,
Kristen Al-Tawil, Valerie Aronsen, Kelly
Athineos, David Bouchard, Nicholas
Caputo, James Charmello, Christine
Connors, Ryan Cushing, Robert Delia, Jes-
sica Dempsey, Stephen Dietrich, Salvatore
Esposito, Corinne Freyer, Jessica Gidaro,
Jennifer Guerrero, Tammy Haak, Michelle
Harenza,, Edward Healy, Sean Healy,
Valentina Hickey, Constance Hulsart,
Abbeygale Ikan, Jeanette Kuczbanski, Mar-
tin Lane, Jason Mader, Shane Mason, Erin
McCarthy, Colleen McDonnell, Megan
McNamara, Mary Kate McQuade, Jon
Milochik, Cheryl Namowicz, Michael
Natusch, Dena O’Brien, Kristen Ross, Frank
Rowley, Margaret Rynkowski, Edyta Safin,

Edward Smith, Robert Smith, Shawn
Tominus, Fernando Torino, Gabriel Torino,
Christine Travisano, Melissa Vargas, Lisa
Venezia, Dianne Walczak, Sylvia Was,
Lourdes Zeballos. . .

Social activities included the Senior
Trip, The Showcase of Talent, Halloween
Happening, Spirit Week, various clubs, and
the plays which were “Snow White & The
Seven Dwarfs,” and “You’re A Good Man,
Charlie Brown.”

The talented senior athletes were: Chris-
topher Chodkiewicz, Gary Colfer, Steven
Darabos IV, April Elyea, Jessica English,
Christopher Gulick, James Hicks, Joseph
Hoehman, Charles Honimar, Heather Po-
land, Joseph Salkiewicz, Robert Sekerak,
Jorge Zeballos, Jason Read, Thomas Ehrlich,
Keith Oshman Jr., Cara Toscano, Matthew
Doyle, Jospeh Cross. . .

H. G. Hoffman High School’s Class of
1996 was a fine group of talented youngsters
with bright futures on the horizon. . .

Weather Extremes
By Al Gomolka Jr.

Times Poet Laureate
c. 1996

Some may ask
Does God have moods?
As demonstrated by our weather
Frivolity of a snowfall
Hope of a sunrise
Peace of a sunset
Wrath in a hurricane
Necessity of the rain
God’s moods?  Not so
Free will of the earth
As with man
Affected by environmental changes
Affected by man’s manipulation
Yet, as always,
God can intervene!

Afternoon At The
Casino

Cardinal McCarrick High School will
hold an Afternoon At The Casino on Sun-
day, Jan. 29th from 4-7 p.m. (Doors open at
3 p.m.).  Admission price is $25 ($30 at the
door).  Hors d’oeuvres, coffee, and dessert
are included.  Please contact the Develop-
ment Office at 732-721-0748 ext. 5 for tick-
ets.

Did You Know?
Sayreville resident, Wayne

McCormack, a 1964 graduate of St. Mary’s
High School, holds the prestigious position
of State Advocate for the Knights of Colum-
bus. . .Vince Zebro, a ’67 graduate of St.
Mary’s HS is a physical education teacher,
and highly successful varsity baseball and
volleyball coach in Virginia. . .

Reunions
St. Mary’s High School, Class of 1961

is in the planning stage of its 45-Year Re-
union.  For more information, contact Arlene
Rooney at corgially@mindspring.com.

St. Mary’s HS Class of ‘66 is trying to
develop plans for its 40-Year Reunion.
Please contact Carolyn Lopes Millevoi at
732-291-5038 or e-mail to cmillrn@aol.com.

Police Auxiliary
Seeks Members

Sayreville Auxiliary Police Dept. and
the Office of Emergency Management are
now seeking new members to join the vol-
unteer force.  Applicants must be 18 years of
age or older, be able to pass a criminal
background check and possess a valid NJ
drivers license.

Send a letter of interest to: Sayreville
Police Dept., Att: Auxiliary Police, 1000
Main St., Sayreville, NJ 08872.
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St. Mary Elementary School’s HSA recently raffled off two train sets.  Pictured are the lucky
winners, Miss Quirk and Ms. Sofia, and also principal Mrs. Donna O’Boyle, students, and of
course Santa Claus!  (Photo by Tom Burkard)

This beautiful Christmas village and train set was constructed by St. Mary Elementary
School’s maintenance staff of Cliff Connors, Kevin O’Connor, and Roger Cannon.   The art
work was by Nicholas Galetta.  The village/train set was on display in the showcase on the
first floor of the school.  (Photo by Tom Burkard)

Christmas Village
Brings Joy

By Tom Burkard
The St. Mary’s Elementary School

maintenance staff wanted to do something
extra special for the students this year during
the Christmas season, so they built a com-
plete Christmas village with a train, and so
much more in the showcase on the first floor
of the school.

Cliff Connors, Kevin O’Connor and
Roger Cannon worked diligently and had
the project finished after Thanksgiving.  The
art work was provided by Nichloas Galetta.

The children were enamored with the
village, as each day portions were added,
and it continually looked different until its
completion.

O’Connor said that, “The kids loved it!
They knew everything on the layout.”  Can-
non observed that “The kids would concen-
trate every morning on things they didn’t see
before.”

The hard work and dedication of the
three maintenance workers and artist truly
made Christmas brighter for the students
and faculty at St. Mary Elementary School.
Congratulations guys on a perfect job!  If
there was a contest for Christmas villages,
you would have won the blue ribbon!

I’ll Be Coming
Home Again

By Alex “Jocko” Jakimowicz
c. 1973

I’ll be coming home again
I can’t really tell you when
Please just promise me
That you’ll always be
Waiting for me when
I’ll be coming home again
I don’t know the reason why
I am such a very lucky guy
When I come home
I’ve got so much to gain
We’ll celebrate and drink champagne
I’ll be coming home again
I sleep at night and dream of you
But how it hurts when I awaken
‘Cause my dreams are through
But soon it will be a dream come true
And I’ll be coming home again
Very soon, I’ll be home
And you and I won’t be alone
My dreams will then come true
And I will be with you
And then I’ll be home again.
*Alex wrote this poem in 1973
 for the U.S. troops in the Viet Nam War.
He said, “I feel this poem will apply to our
troops now regardless if they are in Iraq or
anywhere else in the world, or even in the
U.S.A.”

Message From Acting Governor
Dear Friends,

Before I leave the Office of the Gover-
nor and return to the New Jersey Senate full
time, I want to thank you for the confidence
you have placed in me and for your under-
standing and support.

When I took office in November of
2004, I was scared to death. I did not know
what to expect from the job or myself. Or,
for that matter, what to expect from a public
who had no clue who Dick Codey was. I
thought of my parents who always gave me
good advice. They told me: “If you can keep
your sense of humor, stay humble, be true to
your principles, and do what you think is
best, you’ll come out okay.” I hope my
parents and their parents can look down with
some satisfaction that I have at least par-
tially re-paid the huge debt the Codey clan
owes this state.

For me, I look back with dignity at the
time I served and take pride in our achieve-
ments. My Administration took on some
pretty difficult tasks, we made some tough
choices, but in the end New Jersey is in
better shape than when we got here and that
is all we can ask.

I have told it like it is since the day I took
over, trusting the public with truth and the
options. The public can handle a lot more
straight talk than people think, and they
deserve more than they have been given in
the past.

We improved ethics in New Jersey gov-
ernment by passing the toughest ban on pay
to play of any state, anywhere in America.
We made ethics training mandatory for ev-
ery state worker, restored the Office of the

Public Advocate, and created the post of
Inspector General. We banned junk food
and soda from schools, and persuaded the
Giants and Jets to work together to build a
new stadium at no cost to New Jersey tax-
payers. We cut the New Jersey budget more
than anyone ever has before, and still found
the money to expand health insurance for
the working poor, while finally raising a
minimum wage that has lagged behind that
of our neighboring states.

Our schools are safer, our budget more
responsible, and our residents better off than
they were thirteen months ago. We have
brought a new respect and compassion for
the concerns of individuals with mental ill-
ness, and have committed to, above all else,
governing in a different way.

I wish all the best to the people of New
Jersey. You have given me the opportunity
to accomplish so much, and you have opened
your hearts and minds to the message my
courageous wife, Mary Jo, has delivered on
the stigma of mental illness and postpartum
depression. May we never again pretend the
issues of mental illness do not exist in our
society.

As I move forward in my public service
career, I will continue to fight for what I
believe to be right for the Garden State, its
present, its future and its people. Thank you
for standing by me as I served as your
Governor – it was an honor and a blessing.

With regards,
Richard J. Codey
Acting Governor
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A local group of 24 enjoyed a 12-night Mediterranean cruise in October, visiting Venice,
Dubrovnik, Athens, Santorini, Naples, Rome, Florence/Pisa, Monte Carlo/Monaco and
Barcelona.
Top row (l-r) Ron Burkshot, Steve Makwinski, Paul Bouchard, Clare Bouchard, Jean
Koerner.  Middle row (l-r) Julie Bosze, Dolores Burkshot, Shirley Makwinski, Mary Bouchard,
Marge Tirolo, Carmen Rondesko.  First row (l-r) Ann Marie Tauber, Lorraine Kennedy, Dot
French, Joan Ogorek, Denise Rybicki, Ann Marie McCarthy, Jean Hourahan.  Missing-Sadie
and Carmen Ruszala, Wanda and Ziggy Skok, Krystyna and Adolf Ciba.Dr. Dan Joins Staff

Dr. Dan Miller, Executive Director of
DMD IMAGES, is a well respected freelance
photojournalist, former high school athlete,
and retired NYC school and college admin-
istrator who joined the staff of The South
Amboy/ Sayreville Times as New York
Sports reporter/photographer. He is an ad-
vocate of public education and a proponent
of children’s issues and the rights of student
athletes. Dr. Miller is the anchor of Focus on
Education, a segment on the popular weekly
radio show Real Talk with Jim Lisa. on
WRTN 93.5FM, broadcast on Thursday
evenings at 5:00PM and the co-host of The
Dance Master, where he also anchors Dr.
Dan’s Hometown Sports Heroes, broadcast
on Tuesday night at midnight on WRTN
93.5FM in New York, Northern New Jersey
and Southern Connecticut.  Dr. Miller writes
stories about news, education and sports. He
covers the New York Mets, the New York
Jets, The New York Giants and St. John’s
University Big East Men and Women Var-
sity Basketball. He currently lives in Queens,
New York with his Chocolate Lab, Cagney.

Attention All
Marines

This is a notice concerning the forma-
tion of a new Marine Corps League Detach-
ment in the Central Jersey area.  It will be a
very active detachment, with a very differ-
ent direction and set of goals.  The new
detachment will be looking for Marines who
are willing to be on active duty in the orga-
nization, and not just to join and allow others
to do all the work.  Contact Hank at 908-616-
4100 or Fred at 732-254-2142.

Spirit Week A
Success

Once again Spirit Week was a huge
success at South Amboy Middle/High
School.  A week filled with theme days and
competitions saw students and faculty work-
ing together to build school spirit.  Funny hat
day, Hawaiian Summer Day, Red White and
Blue Day, Sports day, Purple and Gold day
challenged the student body’s wardrobe on
a daily basis.

Spirit Week also included a scavenger
hunt that had students, teachers and parents
out in the community looking for all type of
items from an Aladdin pencil to a tandem
bicycle and the highlight of the week Spirit
Olympics.  Cablevision was on hand for the
third year in a row to tape the competition
and will air it on Cablevision Channel 14
during the month of January, check your
local listings.

A toy drive that benefits Toys for Tots
and a food drive that benefits local food
banks are also held as part of the competi-
tion.  The Marines filled their truck to the
brim with toys and the St. Vincent DePaul
society in South Amboy had their shelves
stocked.

Great job by the Student Council and
their Advisor Octavia Zampella who orga-
nize and run sprit week.  Also, congratula-
tions to the 8th grade and 12th grade for
winning the overall Sprit Week competi-
tion.  Students and Staff are counting down
the days to the next spirit week.
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Remember When?. . .

1959-Sacred Heart CYO held its Athletic Banquet.  Pictured sitting (l-r) Mary Szarejko,
cheerleader coach; Rev. James Ferry of Cliffside Park, guest speaker; Rev. Walter Urbanik,
pastor; Richie Regan, freshman basketball coach at Seton Hall, principal speaker.  Standing
(l-r) Jim Inman, CYO basketball coach; Jim Phillips, baseball coach; Louis Subjack, baseball
coach; Louis Komosinski, president, Mom & Dad’s Club; Ed “Lefty” Zebro, coach of the
championship Babe Ruth League baseball team.  Missing from photo: Joseph Kuran, coach
of the city championship senior basketball team; Rev. John Szymanski, CYO moderator.
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Curt Wood

Wood, Lovely
Remembered

By Tom Burkard
Curt Wood, 55 of South Amboy died on

Dec. 31.  As a junior in 1967, he became the
first 1,000 point scorer in Hoffman High
School basketball history, and also the first
to accomplish the feat in either of the South
Amboy schools.  He was also an All-County,
and All-State selection in baseball and bas-
ketball.  Wood was a highly-respected busi-
nessman in auto sales, and was the owner of
Wood Chrysler/Plymouth in the Melrose
section of Sayreville from 1989-1996.

In the South Amboy Little Fellas League
in the early ‘60’s Curt was bigger than the
average kid, but was also blessed with a
tremendous athletic ability, and could pitch
better than anyone in the League.  Man, he
could throw hard!  I only felt the wrath of
Wood once in my life (Thank God!)  In the
’62 playoffs against Lions, our English
Sunoco team had its work cut out for them.
I pinch hit late in the game, and could barely
get the bat off my shoulder against him and
struck out on three pitches.  In the Babe Ruth
League, I was blessed to be on Coach Joe
McCarthy’s legendary Mechanicsville Fire
Co. team, which featured Wood leading us
to titles in 1964-65 his last two years in the
league.  (We won in ’66 as well).  I also
played on Coach Danny Lewis’ Mid-County
and Carlton League championships teams
in 1966 and 1967 with Curt.   He dominated
almost every team he pitched against with
his blazing fastball and assortment of three
or four other pitches.  By the time he got to
high school, he had the most baseball/over-
all athletic ability of anyone in South Amboy.
I will always believe that with a couple of
breaks, he would have made it to the major
leagues, and many other people who played
with or followed him feel the same way.

In ’65 when Mechanicsville won its
second straight title, Coach McCarthy told

Curt Wood’s Only
Interview

June 20, 1991
By Tom Burkard

I was fortunate to have the opportunity
to interview Curt Wood at his Wood
Chrysler-Plymouth car dealership nearly 15
years ago, when he was on top of the world,
working in a business that he really enjoyed.

*This is the only, one-on-one newspa-
per interview Curt ever granted in his life-
time.

TB: You were Hoffman’s first 1,000
point scorer in history.  What was that like to
you?  Do you remember the big game?

CW: How could I forget?  I aimed for
the 1,000 point goal, reached it, and now can
pass it on to other kids to shoot for.  I enjoyed
the competition.  We had a lot of good
players.

TB: You were a standout all through the
South Amboy Youth Leagues.  What are
some of your fondest memories?

CW: Pitching no-hitters, scoring a lot

of points, hitting home runs and winning a
lot of games.  There were a lot of excellent
athletes back in those days in Sayreville,
South Amboy, and South River.

TB: Hoffman always had such excel-
lent teams in baseball and basketball back in
your high school days, but never won a state
championship.  Why?

CW: Everything has to be right at that
particular time.  We should have won.  We
really were champions and always will be in
our hearts.

TB: Who were your five best team-
mates in basketball?

CW: Billy Clayton, a good friend, Bob
Keegan, Greg Havlusch, Billy Keegan, Don
Baranowski, and Eddie Witkowski was a
good ballplayer.  These guys were at
Hoffman.  I also played with Joe Theismann,
Brian Taylor, Drew Pearson, Lucius Will-
iams, Jay Ziznewski, Tom Kelly, Bruce
Taylor, John Somogyi and Jerry Paluch, all
very fine players.

TB: What teams psyched you up the
most?

CW: The rivals, St. Mary’s champion-
ship games, Perth Amboy and the Taylors,
Sayreville.  They were all very competitive.

TB: Out of all your great games, which
one means the most to you?

CW: When I pitched against Jimmy
Martin at Johnson Park in 90 degrees heat.  I
pitched a 16-inning no-hitter, struck out 18,
and lost on a catcher’s balk.

TB: You are undoubtedly one of the
greatest all-around athletes in Hoffman
High’s history.  Do you think you could
have made it to the majors?

CW: Yes, without a doubt if I chose to.
I had scouts from the Yankees, Phillies and
Twins who were very interested in signing
me, but I had other more important priorities
and responsibilities at that time.

TB: Who taught you how to play base-
ball and basketball?

CW: Probably my older brother Den-
nis.  We lived near Vets, and were always
there or at the tank playing.

TB: As a youngster, who was your
hero?

CW: Mickey Mantle.  He was the great-
est!

TB: Who were some of your coaches
throughout your career?

CW: John Zdanewicz, “Butch”
Tomaszewski, Danny Lewis, Joe Kelly,
Frank English, Joe McCarthy, John
Kovaleski and Frank Jankowski.

TB: If you could change anything in
your life, what would it be?

CW: I love selling cars, and this busi-
ness.  I really enjoy working with people,
and I’m very pleased when my customers
are satisfied.  I’ve enjoyed being around cars
since I was a kid, and I wouldn’t want to do
anything else.

TB: Do you have any collections?
CW: I collect antique cars.  I buy them,

fix them up, and like to drive them.  I’m
going to start taking them to shows.

TB: Where would you like to go on a
vacation?

CW: I don’t even think about vacations.
I’m so busy running my business that I
really don’t have any time right now.

TB: Did you play any ball after high
school?

CW: No, I didn’t have the time.  I had
my own general contracting business, and
several other businesses.

TB: How do you remember your high
school coach and teacher, the late John
Zdanewicz?

CW: He was a great man, an under-
standing teacher, and a knowledgeable
coach.  He was the nicest man in the world.

TB: What were some of your greatest
honors in sports?

CW: Being the first ever in Hoffman to
score 1,000 points.  It’s like Christopher
Columbus being the first to discover
America.  Other proud moments for me
were making the All-County and All-State
teams in baseball and basketball.

TB: What is in the near future for Curt
Wood?

CW: I’m looking forward to having a
first class, top-notch car dealership, servic-
ing the public in every aspect with new and
used cars at Wood Chrysler-Plymouth.

continued on page 26
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“Inky” Norek: 90 Years Of Serving The
Community

By Tom Burkard

Frank Norek was born on Raritan St. in
South Amboy on October 13, 1927.  A week
later, he was baptized, and a party was held
at the Mechanicsville Fire House.  “I never
really left the fire house,” he joked.  “My
father was one of only 20 members at the
time.”

When Frank was a youngster growing
up in Mechanicsville, he received probably
the most well-known nickname in South
Amboy, “Inky.”  When he was around 5 or
6, he used to hang around Kurtz’s store on
Ridgeway Ave., and helped stock the shelves.
He broke a bottle of ink, and Andy Kurtz
started calling him “Inky,” and “It stuck for
about 75 years,” Norek said.

He recalled his love-affair with singing
began in the 7th or 8th grade.  “I loved to sing
in church.”  As a freshman in high school, he
auditioned for the school play, and every
boy that auditioned for the lead part sang
“Don’t Fence Me In.”  Frank chose to be
different and sang “God Bless America.”
Everyone thought he’d get the lead but he
wasn’t chosen.  Despite his outstanding vo-
cal gift from God, he never won the lead in
any high school plays, but did sing in the
choruses.  He also sang at “Senior Night” for
his St. Mary’s High School Class of 1945.

He was vice-president as a freshman
and sophomore, and treasurer in his junior
and senior years at St. Mary’s.  “In my senior
year, my teacher Sister Helene turned me
around.  She took me under her wings,” said
Norek.  He was also a fine athlete for the
Eagles, and mentioned the following team-
mates: Bob Fleming, George Harkins, Chris
Triggs, Danny Fuller, Red Connors, Reggie
Carney, Norman Kilcomons.

In the 40’s and 50’s the late and beloved
Alfie O’Connor and “Inky” sang at most of
the weddings at St. Mary’s Church.  “If he
didn’t sing, I sang,” said Norek.

Through the years, Frank has sung at
Memorial Day services for veterans, Police
Memorial services, the State First Aid Me-
morial service, and many other events.  Some
of his most memorable engagements were
singing at the groundbreaking of the DAV
building on George St., and also the day
President John F. Kennedy was assassi-
nated.  That day, he sang “The Star Spangled
Banner,” and “Ave Maria” at a special me-
morial service held by the DAV at the old
South Amboy City Hall.

Probably the most special moment of
all for Norek came when he went with the
South Amboy Fire Dept. to Wildwood for
the convention in 2001, a few days after 9/
11.  “The parade was cancelled, but they had
a big Memorial Service in Convention Hall,
which was put together quickly,” he said.
He volunteered to sing, and turned in an
outstanding version of “The Lord’s Prayer,”
acappella in front of over 2,000 people.
After he finished the song, he received a
standing ovation.  It was a great moment at
a very somber time in U.S. history. Norek
was nearly overcome with emotion, and
“had tears in my eyes,” after the crowd
showed its appreciation.

Frank “Inky” Norek points to one of his most memorable awards that he won during his
illustrious career of helping people.  (Photo by Tom Burkard)

“Inky” became involved in helping the
community when he joined Mechanicsville
Fire Co. right after serving in the Army
during World War II.  A few weeks later, he
joined the South Amboy First Aid Squad. In
1953, he married Winnie Bauman, and in
January 1954 became a patrolman on the
South Amboy Police Dept.  He is still active
as a regular member with the fire depart-
ment, and is a life member of the First Aid.
Norek retired in 1979 after 25 outstanding
years with the police force.

His memories are outstanding, and sto-
ries most intriguing.  “Inky” recalled his
worst experience with the First Aid was at
the scene of the Woodbridge Train Wreck,
when our locals were called to assist.  “We
had six of our members who went into the
worst car of the wreck, laying on its side on
a hill.  We stayed 7 hours in the car, and most
of the 85 people who died were in that car.
People were pinned down, and we had to get
the injured out.  When we came back to the
squad afterwards, we just stared at the walls
in shock.  They didn’t have counselors back
in those days,” he said.

A braver man you’ll never meet, Norek
has saved several lives over the years, using
CPR, but one situation he faced when an-
swering the call of duty as a policeman, will
never be forgotten.  A man on a bulldozer
turned over on a 40-foot hill at lower Portia
St., and “Inky” was called to the scene.  “I
could see half the guy’s body under there, so
I crawled under the bulldozer and was there
about 40 minutes, trying to get him to breathe.
I put the positive pressure oxygen under-
neath and dug a hole near where his stomach
was to try to get the oxygen in to him.  I
thought he was dead, but wouldn’t give up
until Dr. Hoffman came and pronounced
him dead.”  Brave indeed!  If the bulldozer
had shifted 2 inches, one way or another in
the sand, Norek could have been killed.

He recalled a house fire at lower David
St. in 1954 that killed three babies.  “It was
very sad.  It was a set of twins and another
baby.”  “Inky” again displayed his trade-
mark bravery by going into the burning
home (without any mask or pack, back in
those days) and pulling one of the babies
out, while the other firemen brought the
others out.

Another heroic call with the First Aid
took place when a pleasure boat blew up
under the train bridge, and they had to get the
people up with cables, ropes and baskets.
The SAFAS received the Don Luther Award
from the State First Aid Council.

One day, Norek was off-duty, and saw
fellow policeman Bobby Kelly rushing down
Raritan St. toward the Raritan Bay.  Kelly
asked him to come along to help, as a young
boy was drifting into the Bay near Jersey
Central on a raft.  “Inky” swam out to save
the youth, pulling him safely back to shore.
He received a special award for his heroism.

“Assisting people.  That was my life.
When I got a First Aid call, my blood started
and I thought ‘Can I do something for some-

body?’  I used to crawl inside of cars that
were upside-down” (turned over) he said.

“One time a woman was going to com-
mit suicide at the old “Minnie Ditch” and we
went out in the First Aid boat and dragged
her 75-80 yards to the beach,” he recalled.

“Inky” mentioned that the toughest part
of being a policeman, fireman or first aid
member was death.  “When you work on
someone for a half hour or 45 minutes,
trying to rescue them by doing CPR, when
your efforts more or less fail.”

As a police officer, it was also very
tough breaking bad news . “When you had to
notify a parent that an accident happened in
another town, that a son or daughter was
killed.  That’s sad,” said Norek.

He has also noticed many changes in
South Amboy since he was a youngster.
“Back in the ‘30’s, there was only one School
Crossing Guard in all of South Amboy.  His
corner was in Mechanicsville and he was
employed by the county. . .  The fire equip-
ment and the training today is 100% better.
We didn’t have Scott Air Packs.  We used
World War I gas masks, and they weren’t
any good.  Today, the equipment is great
with resuscitators, defibrillators, jaws-of-
life.  It used to take us an hour to get someone
out of a car.  The equipment on fire trucks
and ambulances is incredible! . . .  When I
joined the police department, we only had
one police car, and now they have 6 or 7, and
do a much better job of patrolling.

When asked how he would like to be
remembered, he said, “For what I’ve ac-
complished and did on the job.  I’d just like
to be remembered as a nice guy.”  (They
don’t come any nicer than this gentleman).

Norek Notes:  “Inky” and his son Jamie
are perhaps the first father and son to hold
the position of sergeant. . .The Norek Fam-
ily is the first ever to have four generations
of First Aid Sqaud members:  John Norek
Sr. (Inky’s father), Frank “Inky,” Jamie, and
Chris (Jamie’s son). . .”Inky” was the first
Deputy Grand Marshal in the history of
South Amboy’s St. Patrick’s Day Parade a
few years ago. . .In 1937 or 1938 when he
was 10 years old and in the 5th grade at St.
Mary’s Grammar School, he was shot in the
neck by a stray bullet from a .22 rifle while
walking home from school.  He was taken to
the newly opened Roosevelt Hospital in
Edison, and became one of its first patients
and had perhaps the first-ever operation
performed at the facility.  Norek is the only
patient from back then who is still alive.He
was a patient at Roosevelt Hospital in Edison
when it first opened in 1937 or 1938, and is
the only patient from back then who is still
alive.

*A very special and sincere thank you
for your 90 years of combined service with
the (Fire Dept.,  First Aid Squad, Police
Dept.) of true dedication and caring for the
local people.  Everyone is very proud of you,
and I’m truly blessed to have you as a
cousin!

This Honor Roll from World War II was located in the yard of Rose Maliszewski at the corner
of Ridgeway Avenue and Route 35.

South Amboy First
Aid Squad History

By John J. McCloud Jr. (1983)
*Note: This took John McCloud two

years of intense research from 1981-83 to
write the history of the South Amboy First
Aid Squad.  The original records could not
be found, and he was appointed to research
the Squad’s history.

The South Amboy First Aid Squad  was
incorporated in 1933.  The papers were
submitted on May 23, 1933 and certificate
was returned from the State of New Jersey,
dated June 21, 1933, as an incorporated
organization.
The Early First Aid Timeline

July 12, 1932-Disastrous fire with fa-
tality.

July 19, 1932-South Amboy Fire Dept.
requests help to obtain special equipment.

Oct. 20, 1932-Plans get underway for
signing up people to take a first aid course.

Oct. 31, 1932-Aspirants for taking in-
structions.

Nov. 1, 1932-Request for City Council
Chambers to train aspirants for First Aid
Squad.

Jan. 3, 1933-The start of First Aid classes
at Mechanicsville Fire House.

Jan. 30, 1933-The first Chairman and
Secretary are selected.

March 27, 1933-New headquarters on
First Street.

April 27, 1933-First fund raising ven-
ture.

May 14, 1933-Public inspection of
ambulance.  Fund drive starts.

May 15, 1933-Ambulance renders first
service.

May 17, 1933-Common Council ap-
proves 1-2-1 on Fire Alarm System.

May 30, 1933-A.M. participation in
Memorial Day Parade.

May 30, 1933-P.M. dedication of am-
bulance to serve South Amboy.

May 31, 1933-Common Council
adopted resolution for monetary help to
squad, as first

house to house canvas for funds
progresses.

June 5, 1933-Squad participates in or-
ganizing and handling the safety of newly
dedicated beachfront.

June 25, 1933-Squad has first mater-
nity call.

July 25, 1933-First disaster happened.
Three young boys are killed on railroad.

Aug. 1933-Problems with alarm sys-
tem.

Oct. 1933-First quarterly report shows
91 assignments.

Oct. 30, 1933-First banquet held at
Burlew’s Restaurant.

Dec. 1933-Six month report and elec-
tion of officers for 1934.

Jan. 1, 1934-Mayor’s New Year’s ad-
dress includes praise for squad, in its’ orga-
nization and purchase of ambulance.

July 24, 1934- Resolution from Com-
mon Council to squad.

Sept. 1934-A letter was sent to Com-
mon Council requesting assistance in pur-
chasing a new Cadillac ambulance.

Dec. 1934- Election of officers for 1935.
April 1, 1935-Serious accident on Old

Route 4, in which two people died.
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Governor Harold G. Hoffman

Hoffman’s 110th Birthday
By Tom Burkard

Many local historians know that Febru-
ary 7th is the date that Governor Harold G.
Hoffman was born 110 years ago in 1896.

Hoffman had a most interesting, highly-
diversified life, and literally put South
Amboy in the national news on more than
one occasion.

A brief look at the following timeline
will give you an idea of his many outstand-
ing accomplishments.

1913-Graduated from South Amboy
High School.  Began work in the newspaper
field.  1917-Enlisted as a private in Com-
pany H., Third Regiment, New Jersey In-
fantry, and served overseas as a captain.
1919-42-He was an executive with South
Amboy Trust Co., and also rose to bank
president.  1920-25-City Treasurer of South
Amboy.  1923-24-State Assemblyman.
1925-26-Mayor of South Amboy.  1927-31-
Member of the U.S. House of Representa-
tives.  1931-35-Motor Vehicle Commis-

sioner of NJ.  1935-38-Governor of New
Jersey.  1938-42-Director of the State Un-
employment Compensation Commission.
1942-46-Promoted to Lieutenant Colonel in
the military, and was discharged with the
rank of Colonel in ’46.

1946-54-Director of State Unemploy-
ment Compensation Commission.

Hoffman Notes-The South Amboy High
School on John Street was re-dedicated and
named Harold G. Hoffman High School
somewhere around 1935-37.  Do any read-
ers know the year of the first graduating
class as Hoffman High?. . . In ’35 as Gover-
nor, he had doubts as to the guilt of con-
victed Lindbergh kidnapper, Bruno
Hauptmann, but was unable to convince
other members of the Court of Errors to re-
examine the case, and Hauptmann was ex-
ecuted on April 3, 1936.

June 4, 1954-He died in New York City
at 58 years old.

A Few Miles Down The Highway
By Elaine Scott

Taking a drive to the country was a
favorite pastime years ago.  In the mid-‘50s,
when Dinah Shore was singing, “See the
USA, in your Chevrolet,” for her TV show’s
sponsor, and gasoline was well-below 30
cents a gallon, a ride to the countryside was an
inexpensive way to pass a little time during
the summer.  Besides, it was just a few miles
down the highway.

Getting on Route 9 South, we’d pass the
Sayre Woods Shopping Center in Parlin.
Built only a short time before, it was the first
shopping complex of its kind in the area.
Having lots of stores, like Kreseges, Grants,
and Kinneys all clustered together, and with
a parking lot the size of a small town, it had
seemed exciting back in the ‘50s.

Traveling a few miles further down the
highway, as Route 9 narrowed into two lanes,
one coming and one going, my father had
often taken a detour to visit with his brother
and his family.  Turning left onto Cottrell
Road in Matawan, we’d pass an old black-
ened barn on the corner, and a few houses
almost hidden from view, before turning into
my Uncle Percy’s dirt driveway.  Nestled
between tall, old trees, the house looked upon
a wheat field across the road, and had a
“natural” backyard that extended “forever”
to the next street.

This was the place where I had watched
my “big cousin,” Billy Holton, as he fed a tiny
bunny, found abandoned in the field, with a
baby’s bottle, and where he had demon-
strated the art of killing wood ticks by throw-
ing them into a roaring outside fire.  This was
where I had explored alone and made the
exciting “discovery” of an old outhouse on
their property, covered with brambles and
surrounded by a sea of poison ivy bushes.
Billy’s home was also where I had watched
my uncle chop off a chicken’s head on a
wooden block on the side of his house, and I
still remember how that chicken ran in circles
afterwards, with my screams filling the air.
To a little girl from Mechanicsville, this had
looked and felt like the countryside to me, but
it wasn’t.  The “real” country was still a few
miles down the highway.

Getting back on Route 9 South, we’d
travel through Old Bridge, with nothing to
see except dense trees lining both sides of the
road.  Back then, lots of deer lived in those
woods, and often could be seen standing
alongside the highway.  I’d always look up to
see all the squirrel nests, big ones and small

ones, packed amidst the branches.  There
were so many of them that I used to think of
it as a city for squirrels in the sky. Onwards,
my family’s car would go, passing through
Morganville and Marlboro Township until
we reached Manalapan, where the farmland
began, and which extended a few more miles
further into Freehold.

To area residents, this was “the country-
side.”  This was where the farmers had worked
in their fields, from one generation to the
next, many since before the American Revo-
lution.  This was the place where they had
planted their crops in some of the richest soil
in all of America.  This was where the,
seemingly, endless rows of sweet Jersey corn
and Jersey tomatoes had grown on either side
of the highway and as far as the eye could see
in the distance.  This, then, was the country-
side, where everyone from the area went to
buy the freshest produce sold from  the home-
made stands which had lined the road.

When Route 9 South began to be wid-
ened in the late ‘60s, everything was bull-
dozed.  The thickets of trees, home to birds,
deer, squirrels, and other small creatures for
thousands of years, just disappeared.  Keep-
ing pace with the road construction, develop-
ment of the land had begun and soon, a
housing development in Old Bridge abutted
the highway.  In just a few years, farmers,
who had lost parts of their land to Eminent
Domain, eventually sold the rest of their
farmland to the developers, who made houses,
strip malls and small business establishments
crop up faster than the vegetables had ever
grown.  Very little remained, from rural
Matawan, where my cousin had lived, all
through Freehold, and beyond.

To area young people of today, it would
be almost impossible for them to believe that
central Jersey had been filled with farms,
dense trees, verdant fields, abundant wildlife,
and open spaces.   Having been born into a
“concrete jungle,” they should be told how it
used to be by those of us who remember it, for
when we are gone, our living memories will
all be gone, too.  Let them know that not so
long ago, before there were such things as
malls, fast food places, and video stores, all of
us rode the two-lane Route 9 South to go to
the countryside, just a few miles down the
highway.

(Elaine Scott may be contacted at
siteseein526@aol.com.)
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Off-Broadway play producer, Alexis Kozak (r) goes over the script for “The Black Bird Returns,”
with actors Barbara Panas (l) and David Walters (c).

Let’s Talk Tech
By Michael J. Elson

Microsoft Certified Desktop Support Technician

So you received that shiny new com-
puter this holiday season.  Now you need to
protect it so that it stays running like the day
you unpacked it from the box.  Before you
even connect to the internet, be sure you
have some anti-virus software installed.
Most new computers come with at least a
trial version that will get you through 30-60
days before you have to purchase some-
thing.  If your computer has no antivirus
software, you first step is to
download AVG Anti-virus
(http://free.grisoft.com).
This is a top-notch anti-vi-
rus software program that
can stand toe-to-toe with the
big boys and best of all, it is
free.  If you have some other
anti-virus software, be sure
to get the latest updates be-
fore surfing.

Your second stop on
the web should be Microsoft Windows Up-
date.  This will ensure that you have the
latest security patches and system updates
for your computer.  This will also check to
be ensure that you have Service Pack 2
installed.  New computers should have this
pre-installed, but stop by just to be sure.
This will also set your firewall to protect
your computer.

While you are at Microsoft, grab a copy
of Windows AntiSpyware.  Nothing will
slow down a new computer quicker than
spyware and adware.  An ounce of preven-
tion as the saying goes.  You can also head
on over to http://www.lavasoft.com/ and get
the free edition of Ad-Aware.  I also recom-
mend getting Spybot (http://www.safer-
networking.org/) for some extra coverage.
Often what one program misses another will
catch.  Be sure to get the latest updates for
these as well.

Once you have these critical programs
installed, your last step should be to make a
backup of your system.  Most new comput-
ers have some software to make this easy.
Windows has backup software installed as
part of the system as well.  I would recom-

mend backing up to CDs or DVDs.  While
this step may take a while, it is certainly
worth it if you ever encounter a major prob-
lem.  You will always have a full backup to
make your system like new again.

You might also consider getting rid of
all the pre-installed software that new com-
puter manufacturers put on new PCs.  If the
software is not something you are going to
use, get rid of it.  Why leave it on your

system taking up valuable
space and resources?  Most of
the software is only a trial, so
try it out. If you do not see
yourself using it, uninstall it.

Now that your computer
is protected, it is time to go
online and surf.  I would
highly recommend Mozilla
Firefox (http://
www.mozilla.org/) as a re-
placement for Internet Ex-

plorer.  If you have not already switched,
now is the time.

That is about it for this issue, but if you
have any questions, please email them to

talktech@optonline.net and I will try
my best to answer your questions.  Happy
computing!

South Amboy Resident Turns Off-
Broadway Producer

 Alexis Kozak, a South Amboy resi-
dent, is producing his original play The
Black Bird Returns off-Broadway.

“It’s like having a second full time job,”
says Kozak, who teaches drama and English
at Middletown High School South. “After a
full day of teaching, it’s a challenge to find
the energy to work on a play,” he says.

“I did a workshop production of the
play in September.  A producer saw it and
thought that it might make it off-Broad-
way,” says Kozak.  “It’s like a dream come
true.  There are people who dream of this
their entire lives.”

The Black Bird Returns is the story of
the mythic search for the love of one’s life.
The play stars David Walters as Cliff, co-
author Barbara Panas as Kat, Julie Jensen as
Amanda, and Douglas Lally as Roger.  Kozak
directs the play.

Performances run through January 31st

at the 45th Street Theatre, 354 West 45th

Street.  Show times are Sunday at 2pm and
7pm and Monday and Tuesday at 8pm.
Tickets are $15.  For reservations, please
call 212-352-3101 or go online at
www.theatermania.com.

PRAYER TO THE BLESSED VIRGIN
(Never known to fail)  Oh, most beautiful flower of

Mt. Carmel, Fruitful vine, splendor of Heaven, blessed
Mother of the Son of God, Immaculate Virgin, assist
me in my necessity.  Oh Star of the Sea, help me and
show me, herein  you are my mother.  Oh, Holy Mary,
Mother of God, Queen of Heaven and Earth!  I humbly
beseech you from the bottom of my heart to succor me
in this necessity.  There are none that can withstand
your power.  Oh, show me herein you are my mother.
Oh Mary, conceived without sin, pray for us who have
recourse to thee (3 times).  Holy Mary, I place this
cause in your hands (3 times).  Say this prayer for 3
consecutive days.  You must publish  it and it will be
granted to you.  Thank you.  -M.M.

A PRAYER FOR HEALING
Lord, you invited all who are burdened to come to

You.  Allow your healing hand to heal me.  Touch my
soul with Your compassion for others.  Touch my heart
with Your courage and infinite love for all.  Touch my
mind with Your wisdom, that my mouth may always
proclaim Your praise.  Teach me to reach out to You
in my need.  Help me to lead others to You by my
example.  Most loving Heart of Jesus, bring me health
in body and spirit so that I may serve You with all my
strength.  Touch gently this life which you have created.
Amen -T.B.

Learn About Birds
Cheesequake State Park will offer a

Basic Birding program on Feb. 26 at the
park starting 1 p.m. in the Interpretive Cen-
ter.  The program will teach about the key
identifying characteristics of winter birds.
Binoculars are suggested.  The program is
FREE for   Ages 8 & up.  For more info call
732-566-3208.
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St. Mary Elementary School held a Spaghetti Dinner Fundraiser on Jan. 15th.† Nicole Mish,
(standing front left) organized the event.† Also pictured is principal Donna O’Boyle (standing
rear left), as students Megan O’Donnell and Kelsey McCarthy (standing right) serve the
salads for the O’Donnell Family, as they await their delicious dinner.  (Photo By Tom Burkard)

Sacred Heart School Catholic Schools
Week’s Theme:
Character, Compassion, and Values

Sacred Heart School’s families will
gather at a special Mass at 10:00 AM, on
Sunday, January 29, 2006, that will kick off
the exciting Catholic Schools Week. Chil-
dren from Sacred Heart School will partici-
pate in the Liturgy and students who won an
essay contest will have the opportunity to
read “What makes Sacred Heart School
different than any other school,” before the
Mass. An open house will be held, 11:30
AM – 1:00 PM, with 50% off of the registra-
tion fee for anyone deciding to enroll in
Sacred Heart School.

The events on Monday, January 30,
Spirituality Day, will include an anti-bully-
ing program set up by the New Jersey Police
Department. The children will donate $2.00
to purchase a bowl of soup and the proceeds
will go to the missions. At the end of the day,
a Prayer Rally is scheduled in the gym to
give the children the opportunity to raise
their voices in songs of praise to God. The
classes with the most enthusiasm will be
awarded at the end of the Prayer Rally.

Tuesday, January 31, involves the chil-
dren dressing up as their favorite literary or
historical character. A read-a-thon will take
place during the day and the older students
will read to the lower grades, dressed up as
their book characters throughout the day. A
famous author, “Princess,” and illustrator,
Ann Schurmann (our Art teacher), of the
book “Pula” will meet with the children to
describe the work that goes into publishing
a book. A Canine Demonstration by the
Police Department will take place in the
morning.

Wednesday, February 1, showcases our
sports programs with cheers, banners, and
our team players’ trophies. Our third and
fourth grade boys team is undefeated with a
record of 17-0. The 8th Graders will have
the opportunity for “teacher turn around” in
the last hour of the day. The teachers will be
appreciated with a luncheon provided for
them by our Home School Association.

Thursday, February 2, is an invitation
for all Grandparents to join their grandchil-
dren for a breakfast in the cafeteria. After the
breakfast, Grandparents who attended Sa-
cred Heart School will reminisce with the
children about their experiences at Sacred
Heart School when they were young. A
guest dance instructor will prepare our 6th,
7th, and 8th graders for our upcoming Cotil-
lion Ball. This will give them an opportunity
to experience the atmosphere of a true ball-
room setting. The Saturday before, they
attended Martini’s Restaurant to learn eti-
quette table manners at a ball.

On Friday, February 3, Grades 5 - 8 will
enjoy a morning at the Roller Rink. Grades
K - 4 will enjoy games in the cafeteria. In the
afternoon, Math races and Science Quiz
Bowls will take place to display the high
academic value of Sacred Heart School’s
Math and Science programs. The highlight
of the evening for our Junior High Students
will be their Cotillion Ball where they gather
at Memorial Hall in suits and gowns to
celebrate with schools throughout the Dio-
cese their Catholic School identity of char-
acter, compassion, and values.
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Good Luck at States
Local gymnasts Melody Smith (left) and Meghan Larkin (center), along with teammate Sarah
Contessa of Piscataway, accept individual All-Around awards for first, second and third
place respectively at the USA Gymnastics-NJ sectional meet held on December 18. The
twelve-year-old girls will guide a strong contingent from Middlesex Gymnastics Academy
into the state championships on January 21 and 22.  Photo courtesy of Rita Contessa

Cardinal McCarrick
High School
Catholic Schools
Week

Cardinal McCarrick High School in
South Amboy, New Jersey is a Catholic
high school who’s challenging academic
program includes eight Advanced Place-
ment courses and a variety of honors, col-
lege prep, and basic courses in all liberal arts
areas. A variety of elective courses, co-
curricular activities, and a full spiritual pro-
gram complete the excellent opportunities
available to its students.

Cardinal McCarrick High School will
celebrate Catholic Schools Week from Janu-
ary 30 to February 3. Activities will include
an opening liturgy, Hallway Decorating
Contest, Class Color Day, and Hat Day. A
Teacher and Staff Appreciation Day will
include special treats for all! Students will
be appreciated when ice cream sundaes are
a special feature of lunch! At the conclusion
of the week a Winter Pep Rally will honor
sports participants. A “Kiss the Pig”
Fundraising contest, a Student- Teacher
Volleyball Game and the announcement of
Spirit Week Winners will conclude the week.

The public is invited to an Information
Session about the opportunities at Cardinal
McCarrick on February 2, 2006 at 7:00pm
in the Little Theater.  Call 732- 721- 0748 to
register to attend.

SAAD To Make A
Difference At
Cardinal McCarrick

SADD (Students Against Destructive
Decisions) a newly formed club at Cardinal
McCarrick High School is determined to
make a difference in the school and the
community. Under the direction of teachers
Jim Kazanjian and Janet Sienko the club has
amassed 40 members to date. The club has
set an ambitious set of activities. These
include Grim Reaper Day, the play Bang
Bang You’re Dead, and a mock car crash
and court case.

“ There are many choices students face
in high school” said Kazanjian, “not only do
we need to make them aware of the conse-
quences but also give them alternatives. The
new administration has been very support-
ive and we will make an impact in the school
and community”

Tony Rivera, the club president stated it
was an honor to be chosen to lead such a
powerful club.

The clubs deals with issues facing teens
such as drugs, alcohol, drunk driving, sui-
cide, bullying, eating disorders, college de-
cisions and other decisions teens face today.

Officers are: Tony Rivera – President,
Jessica Vicidomini – Vice President, Tif-
fany Gaidus – Secretary, Robert Clayton
Treasurer, Alexx Kennedy – Head of Peer
Group

correct measurement W 4.197 X 3.625 H

Sister Diane
Celebrates 50th

Mercy Sister Diane Szubrowski recently
celebrated her 50th Anniversary of the Pro-
fession of the Vows.  Sister Diane taught at
St. Mary’s Grammar School in the early
1960’s and was well-liked and respected by
all.  Congratulations!
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St. Stan’s  School Celebrates Catholic
Schools Week
Character, Compassion and Values

Parents looking for a progressive Catho-
lic school with an emphasis on excellence in
academics and a strong program of faith
formation are invited to attend St. Stan’s
School annual Open House on Sunday, Janu-
ary 22, 2006, from 10:00 AM to 12:00 PM.
Home School Association parents are look-
ing forward to greeting new families, taking
them on a tour of our school and welcoming
them into our dynamic learning community.
The Open House will include a display of
parish and school activities. Meet the tal-
ented teaching staff.  Registration forms
will be available in the school office.

St. Stan’s is dedicated to providing the
very best in education to students in pre-
school through grade 8.  It is accredited by
the Middle States Commission on Elemen-
tary Schools, and teachers are state certified.

St. Stan’s School is an Accelerated
Reading, Math and Writing school.  These
computer-based programs from the Renais-
sance Learning Corporation foster success
in students.  Technology is not limited to one
computer period per week; it is integrated
into†the daily learning experience.

At St. Stan’s, children are prepared
with the skills that will enable them to reach
their potential and experience success in
high school and beyond.  One strength†of
the†a school lies in†a commitment to excel-
lence in education in a Catholic environ-
ment.  A family atmosphere, where each
child is an important and valued member of
our community, is fostered.  St. Stan’s is a
place where children learn and grow in an
atmosphere of harmony and dignity, and
parents feel welcome and valued.

The modern facility provides spacious
classrooms for each grade, a well-stocked
library, modern networked computer lab
with cable modem and Smart Board tech-
nology, large and comfortable cafeteria, and
acres of grounds for sports and play.

The curriculum includes art, computer
education, English, Family Life, library sci-
ence, mathematics, music, physical educa-
tion, reading, religion, science, social stud-
ies and Spanish language.  Guidance ser-
vices are also available to students.

The school†day does not always end at
dismissal.  Students have the option of par-
ticipating in a myriad of motivating after-
school activities.  This year we offer the
following clubs: drama, wiffle ball, student
council, computers, middle school religion,
yearbook and a very active Athletic
Assoication with excellent sports programs
for students in all grade levels from kinder-
garten to grade 8.

St. Stan’s is looking forward to wel-
coming the public to the Open House on
Sunday, January 22, as well as the Class-
room Open House on Thursday, January 26.
There are many special activities planned
throughout the week, as follows:

On Sunday, January 22, at 9:00 AM, the
entire school community worships together
at St. Stanislaus Kostka Church.  School
children will attend along with teachers and
staff.  Afterwards, there is a breakfast for
students and their famiy and Open House at
the school.

On Monday, January 23, students cel-
ebrate Sports Day as they participate in an
Olympic-type forum with relay races and
other sports activities, culminating in a com-
petition between the 8th grade class and
teaching staff.

Tuesday, January 24, is Student Appre-
ciation Day.  Students enjoy movies and
refreshments as well as a pizza lunch.

On Wednesday, January 25, a dynamic
assembly, Bach 2 Rock, fosters music ap-
preciation.

Thursday, January 26, is an Open House
in the classrooms from 10:00 AM - 11:00
AM.† All are welcome to visit the class-
rooms and enjoy an hour of student learning.

The week culminates on Friday, Janu-
ary 27, with Teacher Appreciation Day,
beginning with a Staff Rededication Cer-
emony.  Later in the morning, 8th grade
students enjoy a “student” teaching experi-
ence.

The public is invited to attend the Open
House at 10:00 - 12:00 PM†on Sunday,
January 22, and also the Classroom Open
House on Thursday, January 26, at 10:00 -
11:00 AM.

St. Mary Open
House Tours,
Registration
St. Mary Elementary School, located at 301
Second St., South Amboy, will hold Open
House Tours and Registration on the fol-
lowing dates:
Sunday, Jan. 29, 11 a.m.-1 p.m.
Tuesday, Jan. 31, 6 p.m.-7 p.m.
Thursday, Feb. 2, 11 a.m.-12 p.m.
For additional information, or to arrange
another time for a tour, please contact the
school office at 732-721-1514.
St. Mary Elementary School was established
in 1853, and has been serving the area com-
munities for over 150 years.  The school’s
mission is to academically enliven, excite,
and nurture each child to the teachings of
Jesus through His Gospel message.
Some of St. Mary’s many fine features in-
clude:
*Middles States Accredited
*Full and Part-Time Pre-K Program for
children 4 years of age by Oct. 31st.
*Spanish Language Program
*Computer Lab
*Media Center
*Art, Music, Gym, and Health Classes
*Fully Air-Conditioned Classrooms
*Before and After Care available
*Spiritual and Community Programs
*Summer School Program
*Summer Camp Program

The School
Principals
Cardinal McCarrick High School-Jean
Kline
Our Lady Of Victories School-Mrs.
Jacqueline G. Kraus
Sacred Heart School-Sister M. Kateri
Hawley
St. Mary Elementary School-Mrs. Donna
O’Boyle
St. Stanislaus Kostka School-Mrs. Harriet
Samim

OLV Student Excels
Angelica Generosa, a 12-year old sev-

enth grader at Our Lady of Victories School
in Sayreville is quickly establishing herself
as one of the finest young dancers around.
The talented student danced in front of
thousands of people each day during the
Radio City Christmas Spectacular over the
holidays, while experiencing something that
millions of others can only dream about.

Generosa was chosen the Junior Fe-
male Outstanding Dancer, and will tour
nationally until June.  Congratulations!

Msgr. Brembos
Served St. Mary

Way back in the 1960’s, Father George
M. Brembos served at St. Mary Parish in
South Amboy.  Many people thought that
he would replace Msgr. Francis Sullivan as
pastor when he retired, but Father Brembos
was reassigned to another parish.

Fast forward to 2006, and we find Msgr.
George M. Brembos as the pastor of St.
Elizabeth Parish, Far Hills, and also St.
Brigid Parish, Peapack.  He has served the
priesthood well, and

we congratulate him for touching so
many lives in a positive manner!
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School Sports
By Tom Burkard

(as of Jan. 14)

Boys Basketball
Cardinal McCarrick (8-3) Vincente

Rosario has been incredible with a 30 point
scoring average to lead the county.  Carlos
Garcia checks in with a 14.7 avg.  Batista
also puts points on the board.

Sayreville (5-3) Larry Pokrywa and Kofi
Genfi are the top scorers for the Big Blue.
Also helping out are Tom Robinson, Kacper
Wilusz, Bryan Champayne and Gerard
Green.

South Amboy (6-6) The 1-2 scoring
punch of new 1,000 point club member,
Brian Seres (18.8, #6 in county), and Joe
Bartlinski, who will enter the 1,000 point
club any minute now, (18.7, #7 in county),
have kept the Guvs in most games this
season.  Tom Szatkowski, Paul Tylek, Larry
Lenahan and Mike DeJoy have also made
scoring contributions recently.
Girls Basketball

Cardinal McCarrick (8-1) Coach Lynn
Ust’s club is one of the finest in the county,
and relies on the scoring of Jessica Pruiti and
Lauren Zarantanello, as well as the all-out
hustle of Karen Guszkowski, Kristen
Babulak, Patty Langan, and freshman
Chrissy Keir.

South Amboy (5-5) Katey Charmello
and Nicole Scarillo carry the bulk of the
scoring for the Lady Guvs.  Jen Braun and
Lindsay Polak also contribute big-time.

Sayreville (2-6) Holly Miara is the top
scorer for rookie coach Tara Currie’s Bomb-
ers, and they have received scoring help

from Erica Latz, Lauren Bednarz  and
Heather Miara recently.
Boys Bowling

Cardinal McCarrick (9-6) The Eagles
have several outstanding bowlers including
Brian Hentz, Eric Poltrictzky, Matt Jones,
Joe Halmi, Jamisen Ruiz, Ricky Whalen.

South Amboy (1-9) Joe Bloodgood and
Eric Oppenheimer are the top bowlers.  Greg
Kasics and Kyle Dabkowski are also rolling
well.
Girls Bowling

South Amboy (2-6) Top bowlers are
Shannon Cohoon, Samantha Seaman, Lynn
Bloodgood, and Shawn Cohoon.

Cardinal McCarrick (3-13) Leading
bowlers are Tina Berlingieri, Jenny Wilkins,
and Kelly Johnson.
Wrestling

Sayreville (7-3) Quickest pins recently-
125-Eric Tsang 0:24; Heavyweight-Herbie
Nieves 0:35; 160-Mike Knight 0:49.
Boys Track

Sayreville (1-1) Top performers-Aaron
Ampaabeng, Peter Piatek, Morales, Martinez
and Chick.
Girls Track

Sayreville (1-1) Top performers-Lynn
Mayer, Priscilla Senya, Chantel King,
Saccone, Alberta.
Co-Ed Swimming

Sayreville (1-3) Top swimmers recently:
Alex Ratajczyk, Brian Libretti, Ryan Behr,
Paul Ratajczyk, Ingrassia, Behr.

All-Area Football
Three Sayreville Bombers football

standouts were selected to The News
Tribune’s All-Area 1st Team: Bobby
Woods-kicker; Herbie Nieves-offensive
line; Shaune Thomas-punter.  Congratula-
tions!

All-Middlesex
Soccer

The Star Ledger selected Sayreville’s
Jessica DaRold to its Girls Soccer All-
Middlesex 1st Team , and Lamin Sidibeh of
the Bombers to the Boys All-Middlesex
Soccer 1st Team.  Congratulations!

In The Colleges
Sayreville grad, Samir Sanu is having a

terrific basketball season at William Pater-
son.  Although not a starter, he is #2 on the
team in scoring with a 9.6 scoring avg.  He
had his career high of 18 points in a 89-69
victory over Manhattanville.

The Rosario Quest
(As of Jan. 14)

Cardinal McCarrick’s phenomenal jun-
ior guard, Vincente Rosario has been rap-
idly moving up the St. Mary’s/Cardinal
McCarrick Eagles All-Time Scoring list.

The SA Times will keep its sports fans
informed each month on Roario’s progress,
as he passes so many Eagles legends along
the way in his quest for the top spot, which
has been held by the great George
Krzyzanowski (Currently South Amboy HS
basketball coach), for 35 years with 1,592
points.

Rosario started his junior year with 541
points, and has been on a tear.  In 11 games
this season, he has 333 points, bringing his
career total to 874. (#12 All-Time)

Rosario recently passed the following:
#27 Ross Hull 701 points, #26 Mark Bratus
701, #25 Jim Byrne 702, #24 Bob “Don”
“Pep” Bennett 710, #23 Joe Jankowski, #22
Bill Wagner, #21 Mark Clark 734, #20 Ed
McCabe 746, #19 Luke Lenahan 748, #18
Jim McCloud 763.  #17 Donnie Reid 777,
#16 Leo Cannon 787, #15 Rick Ragula 807,
#14 Jay Derent 812, #13 Jack Kreiger 847,
#12 Jerry Gorczyca 871.

*If he continues at this pace, he should
finish the season at #2 behind Krzyzanowski.

Rosario also has a chance to break the
school record for most points in a season,
best average for a season, and don’t rule out
Krzyanowski’s 1game mark of 50 points.

Super Bowl Facts
*The first Super Bowl was billed as

“The AFL-NFL World Championship
Game.”  *Kansas City played Green Bay in
the first game, and Max McGee scored the
first points ever, when he caught a 37-yard
touchdown pass from Bart Starr, who was
chosen MVP.

*The Packers carried legendary Coach
Vince Lombardi off the field after winning
Super Bowl II.  *Bart Starr was MVP in the
first two Super Bowls in 1967-68.  Terry
Bradshaw of the Pittsburgh Steelers was
the only other player to win back-to-back
MVP’s, doing so in 1979-80.  *The Super
Bowl MVP was named for Pete Rozelle.
*In Super Bowl XII, Co-MVP’s were
named for the first time.  Selected were
Harvey Martin and Randy White of the
Cowboys.  *Marcus Allen holds the record
for the longest run from scrimmage (74
yards) in 1984 vs. Washington.  *Steve
Christie booted the longest field goal for
Buffalo (54 yards) in 1994.  *The only
Super Bowl championship team with a
losing record the  previous year was the ’82
Champion San Francisco 49ers (’81 sea-
son), had a (6-10) record in 1980.  *The
only player to be on 5 consecutive Super
Bowl teams was quarterback Gale Gilbert,
who was on the Buffalo roster from 1991-
94, and finally played in ’95 with San
Diego.

ST. JUDE
May the Sacred Heart of Jesus be adored, glorified,

loved and preserved throughout the world now and
forever.  Sacred Heart of Jesus have mercy on us.  St.
Jude, worker of miracles, pray for us.  St. Jude, helper of
the hopeless, pray for us.  Say this prayer nine times a day
for nine days.  It has never been known to fail.  Publication
must be promised.  Thank you St. Jude.  -K.A.M.

Youth Baseball
Registration

Registration forms for the South Amboy
Youth Baseball can be picked up and dropped
off daily at the senior center starting in
January.  In-person registration dates at the
senior center will be Sat., Feb. 11 from 10
a.m. to noon, and on Fri., March 10 from 6-
8 p.m.

Girls softball will also be registering on
these dates.

Opening Day is scheduled for April 22,
2006 (Several rain dates are set up).

Brian Seres holding plaque celebrates at center court with his family and Board of Education
President Cindy Zammit (l) after scoring his 1000th career point.   (Photo by Brian Stratton)

1,000 Points Club
Boys

Sayreville-Ron Kuran, Jeff Osowski,
Steve Makwinski, Ralph Novak, Dan
Ogborne, Leland Norris, Marcin Ziobron.

Hoffman/South Amboy-Curt Wood,
Billy Clayton, Gary Lange, Bob Clayton,
Frank Kuziemski, Peter Smith, Gary Kuhn,
Ed Behnen, Nick Shaw, Brian Seres, Joe
Bartlinski.

St. Mary’s/Cardinal McCarrick-George
Krzyzanowski, Rob Zaleski, Dan Blaha,
Kevin Burns, Kevin Oliveri.

1,000 Points Club
Girls

Sayreville-Rhonda Rompola, Cindy
Allman.

Hoffman/South Amboy-Chris Dill,
Jamie White, Sue Check, Nancy Garsick,
Lynn Ust, Tricia Popowski, Kris Kuziemski,
Jen Kuziemski, Jen Ingstrup, Kristy
Parfianowicz, Kim Peterson, Regan Rone,
Kiersten McCarthy.

St. Mary’s/Cardinal McCarrick-Kathy
Redling, Sue Wilson, Mary Jean Sibilia,
Janine Barella, JoEllen Paczkowski, Kaitlyn
Katko.

Vincente Roario

Brian Seres goes up to score his 1000th

career point.  (Photo by Brian Stratton)
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LOCAL SPORTS MEMORY MACHINE
By Tom Burkard

From The CYO Archives. . . Glory Days In
Local Sports

T.H.E.
Game

By Tom Burkard

1968-69-Our Lady of Victories talented 7th-8th Grade basketball team consisted of top row
(l-r) Head Coach Leo Farley, John Perez, Douglas Cox, John Wojcik, Dave Kwiatkowski,
Brad Picher, Walter Rondesko, Coach Frank Uszczak.  Bottom row (l-r) Cliff O’Brien, Robert
Fedor, Jeff Miklos, Ray Lasko, Brian Swider, Brian Jensen, Tim Keenan, John Przybylko.
(Photo & names courtesy of John Wojcik)

1968-69-Our Lady of Victories superb cheerleaders are pictured before another big game.
Top row (l-r) Robin O’Brien, Nancy Clark, Donna Sabb, Jo Ann Wojcik, Jill Albert.  Bottom
row (l-r) Diane Sabb, Charlene Derent, Karen Spille, Pam Dusko, Jean Pozai.  (Photo &
names courtesy of John Wojcik)

From The Cheerleader Archives. . .

1943-St. Mary’s beat
Woodbridge, 29-25 in basketball.
John “Jinx” Dowling topped the
Saints with 9 points. . .1958-
Rutgers Prep hoop shooters beat

Hoffman, 95-80.  Bobby Mar-
tin topped the Guvs with 30
points, and was followed by

George Reick 21, Dave Inman 12 and Tom
Adams 12. . . 1968-The Eagles had five
players in double figures as they stopped a
tough St. Rose team, 78-69 in hoops action.
Jim McCloud paved the way with 28 points,
followed by George Krzyzanowski 14, Ted
Krzyzanowski 13, Nick Charmello 12, Mark
Bratus 11. . .1979-Sayreville jolted JFK, 44-
38 in basketball play.  Tom Lakomski topped
the Bombers with 12 points, and Ralph
Novak tossed in 10. . .1982-Hoffman’s jun-
ior center, Ron Brown poured in 21 points to
lead the Guvs to a 52-46 win over
Keansburg’s basketeers. . .1994-Sayreville
girls basketball team topped Perth Amboy,
55-43.  Dana Feltz fired in 24 points and
grabbed 20 rebounds.  Tara Bouchard con-
nected for 17 points, and Stephanie Allocco
10. . .2000-Sayreville’s football squad
steamrolled by South Brunswick, 34-9.  Ben
Isabella raced for 2 touchdowns, Darren
Sinclair 1, Mike Worthington 1, and King 1.
. .

Sport-Basketball
Year-1955
Teams-St. Mary’s vs. Hoffman (Game

#1) of the City Series
Recap-In a real thriller, the Eagles pre-

vailed over the Guvs, 58-49.  Hoffman
jumped out to a 14-10 first quarter lead, and
held on for a 29-28 margin at halftime.  SM
tied the contest 42-42 after three stanzas,
and Bobby Leslie’s jump shot early in the
final frame put the Eagles ahead for good.
Marty Metzger burned the nets for 25 points
to easily lead all scorers.  Charlie Rehfuss
was top point man for Hoffman with 14, and
Frank Grimley chipped in with 11 for the
Purple & Gold.

MVP-Marty Metzger.

55 Years Ago. . .
1951-Hoffman High’s basketball team

upset unbeaten Red Bank (12-0), 49-47 in
the Shore Conference semifinals.  RB was
undefeated for 2 years in regular season
conference play.

The Guvs trailed, 39-34 after 3 quar-
ters, but battled back in the final frame, and
Jim Inman’s basket with 3:10 left tied it at
40-40.  Hoffman, behind 3 straight field
goals by Charlie Koerner, Marvin Wood,
and John Ciol took a 46-40 lead.  Koerner hit
a 3-point play to make it 49-41, but Red
Bank came back with 6 straight tallies, to
fall short.

Hoffman’s scoring line: Koerner 14
Wood 13 Ciol 9 Bill Bouchard 6 John
Kovaleski 5 Inman 2.

*Note-The Purple & Gold lost the Shore
Conference title game to Neptune, 61-52,
despite Koerner’s 20 points, and Wood’s
16. . .

Sacred Heart Little
League
Basketball. . .

1963-Tom Cross was the League
Director. . .In the 4th-5th Grade All-Star
Game, The East topped the West, 23-13.
Tom Weinman was high scorer with 11
points to lead the winners, while Ted
Krzyzanowski added 5.  Gene Kaboski
paced the West with 6 points.

In the 6th & 7th Grade All-Star
Game, the East won 28-18 over the West.
Brylinski hit for 12 points, Larry Kurzawa
8 and Dennis Ryan 8 for the winners.
Rich Ofsonka socred 9 for the West. . .

In the Little Bigger League Play-
offs, LaSalle, which finished 3rd place in
the regular season upset 1st place Man-
hattan by 1 point, and then pounded
Xavier, 45-26 for the championship.  Rich
Danielski fired in 16 points for the win-
ners.  Bobby Slovik scored 6 for the X-
Men.  Henry Zupko coached and in-
spired LaSalle team. . .

Marquette hammered Notre Dame,
16-7 to win the Little League champion-
ship.  Bobby Duffy was high scorer with
8 points, and Rich Lerche scored 3 for
the “Fighting Irish.”

Ken Szaro coached the champions
of Marquette. . .

Guvs Won Opener
In New Gym. . .

1957-The Hoffman Governors basket-
ball team christened its new gymnasium on
George St. by blasting Jamesburg, 56-34.
Bobby Martin and Bob Bloodgood scored
15 points apiece to lead the way, and Paul
Poetsch popped in 13 markers in the first
game ever played there. . .

Flashback. . .1971
Krzyzanowski Scores 50
George Krzyzanowski broke his old

one-game scoring record of 38, by pouring
in 50 points to lead St. Mary’s to a 78-64
semifinal round victory over South River in
the Msgr. Sullivan Christmas Tournament.
His record breaking performance by quar-
ters was: 12-12-16-10.  Krzyzanowski also
hauled down 21 rebounds.  Playmaker, John
Kugel tossed in 15 points for the Saints. . .

Those C.Y.O. Days. .
.

1962-8th Grade Basketball
Coach Jim Inman’s talented 8th grade

team at Sacred Heart featured a talented
roster of basketball players including Larry
Giello, Bob Delikat, Carl Chodkiewicz,
Steve Stankiewicz, John Losanevich, Bob
Pomanski, Bobby Knight, Don Szatkowski,
Tony Jozefowicz, and Charlie Tobias. . .

1959 Sacred Heart Cheerleaders (High
School)

Coach-Mrs. Szarejko.  Cheerleaders-
Bernadette Prusakowski, Diane Crosby, Nan
Szarejko, Carol Baranowski, Rosemary
Lagoda, Gail Smith, Maryann Stelmaszek,
Catherine Stochel, Patricia Skarzynski,
Peggy Piechocinski. . .

Were You There?
Our “Were You There?” photo from

November’s issue featured a few St. Mary’s
and Hoffman basketball players, and only
one that was unidentified.  Claire Kuhn tells
us that it was Peter Lake of the Governors,
who was wearing the glasses. . .

PRAYER TO THE BLESSED VIRGIN
(Never known to fail)  Oh, most beautiful flower of Mt.

Carmel, Fruitful vine, splendor of Heaven, blessed
Mother of the Son of God, Immaculate Virgin, assist me
in my necessity.  Oh Star of the Sea, help me and show
me, herein  you are my mother.  Oh, Holy Mary, Mother
of God, Queen of Heaven and Earth!  I humbly beseech
you from the bottom of my heart to succor me in this
necessity.  There are none that can withstand your
power.  Oh, show me herein you are my mother.  Oh
Mary, conceived without sin, pray for us who have
recourse to thee (3 times).  Holy Mary, I place this cause
in your hands (3 times).  Say this prayer for 3 consecutive
days.  You must publish  it and it will be granted to you.
Thank you.  -K.A.M.

41 Years Ago. . .
1965-St. Mary’s Eaglettes girls bas-

ketball finished its season with a thrilling
45-41 win over Wickantunk. (Anyone know
where this is?)  Diane Hayes burned the nets
for 16 points, Peggy Kurtz 14 and Pat O’Hare
10. . .
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WWW.?

Does this local structure look familiar to you?  See if you can correctly identify it, and join our
list of hot-shot WWW.? Winners.  This is not an easy one!   Send your answers by e-mail to:
satimes@aol.com.  (Photo courtesy of Claire Kuhn)

WWW.? Winners
Although no contestants gave the entire

name of last month’s structure, which was
Christ Episcopal Church on Main St. in
South Amboy, we have accepted the follow-
ing as winners for identifying it as Christ
Church: Paul H. Bouchard, Estelle Pluskota,
W. Tom Kross, Elsie Samuelson, John “But-
terball” Prusakowski (Florida), Grace
Nelson, Bob Allen, Charles Rehfuss
(Florida).  Congratulations!

Hoffman Hi-Lites 2006
By Terry (Jankowski) Kelly

“Lost In The Woods”
Survival Program

On Jan. 22nd, Cheesequake State Park
will offer a 9-point program to help children
if they get separated from their group while
hiking.  “Lost In The Woods” Survival Pro-
gram is for ages 6-11, and it starts at 1 p.m.
at the Interpretive Center.  There is no fee.

Alumni Profiles
Name-Rudolph “Rudy” Gunther, Class

of 1955.
Favorite Memory-”Skipping school to

go duck hunting down the “Minnie Ditch,”
and Friday night dances.”  Greatest accom-
plishments-”I survived a chopper crash and
car crash, and I’m still married.”  What is
Rudy doing these days?  “My beautiful wife
and I are retired since 2000.  We travel to
Europe to see our son (USAF), and go fish-
ing and boating.”

Name-Skip House, Class of 1955.
Favorite Memory-”Embarrassing.  We

all threw “Lady of the Lake” books out the
window in rebellion.  Supt. James Tustin
was passing below, and a book hit him.  He
came into class, and mine was the book, of
all 12!”  Greatest accomplishment-”Still
ahead.”

What is Skip doing these days?  “Re-
tired.  Trying to reform the school tax sys-
tem.”

Name-Adele “Del” Galuska Baker,
Class of 1955.

Favorite Memory-”Decorating for the
prom.  We would get out of class and deco-
rate the gym, no hotels, no limos, just fun!
Greatest accomplishment-”I have not
reached my goals yet.”  What is Del doing
these days?  “The Cake Lady Baking busi-

ness, 4 children, 5 grandchildren (all beau-
tiful, of course)!”  e-mail-
delbecker@netzero.net

Name-Elaine Brown Lopez, Class of
1956.

Favorite Memory-”The whole class
played hooky in 9th grade (Mrs. Birming-
ham), and all went to Duck’s Nest.  Some-
one squealed and we were all hauled into
Sayreville Police Station.”  Greatest accom-
plishment-”Staying alive!”  What is Elaine
doing these days?  “Traveling abroad.”  e-
mail- lopelaine@aol.com

Claire “Dexy” Dexheimer Kuhn, Class
of 1958.

Favorite Memory-”Our class trip to
Washington, DC.  The boat trip up the
Potomac River, when the boat sank on one
side, and we had to be towed in.”  Greatest
accomplishment-”Living to reach retire-
ment, and seeing my children grow and do
well in life.”  What is Claire doing these
days?   “Retired from Wachovia Bank, for-
merly South Amboy Trust Co., and enjoy-
ing my 6 grandchildren.”

Fried Chicken
Dinner

Trinity United Methodist Church lo-
cated at 815 Bordentown Ave., Sayreville,
will sponsor a Fried Chicken Dinner on Sat.,
Jan. 28 from 4:30-7 p.m.  Tickets are $10 for
adults, $5 for children between 5 and 12, and
under 5 FREE.  Take out dinners are avail-
able.  For more info call 732-721-3558.

Pictured (l-r) are Jacqueline Kraus, present principal of OLV School, Sister Mary Lavin and
Sister Mary Nadine, former principals, and Father Michael Krull, pastor at the recent Alumni
Reunion.

Stay Focused
Dr. Donald J. Noone, PH.D. will hold a

workshop on April 6th from 7:30-9 p.m. at
St. Catherine Parish Hall, Middletown, NJ.
Dr. Noone will bring together in one event
many of the ideas he has been communicat-
ing for years.  Attendees will receive a
template that can help increase control over
their life, feelings, use of time, health, and
relationships with others.  Donation is $15
p/p.  All funds from the workshop go to The
Gathering Place, which is run by Sister
Louise Gorka, RSM (A St. Mary’s HS grad),
and Sister Peggy Noone, RSM.  For more
info, call 732-495-7615.

Old TV Commercials/
Jingles

By Ed Puchalski
*A Lane hope chest is in every girl’s

dreams.  (Lane Furniture Co. hopechests)
*Beer belongs.  Enjoy some today!  (The
Beer Council of America)  *Nothin’ says
lovin’ like somethin’ from the oven.
(Pillsbury ready to bake products like rolls,
cookies, pie crust)  *Give it to Mikey.  He
likes it.  (Life cereal)  *Le’ go my Eggo.
(Eggo waffles)

Did You Know That. . .
*”Stewardesses” is the largest word

that is typed with only the left hand.  *No
word in the English language rhymes with
month, orange, silver and purple.  *In every
episode of Seinfeld, there is a Superman
somewhere.  *The airplane that Buddy Holly
died in was the “American Pie.”  (Thus the
name of Don McLean’s song)  *The first
toilet ever seen on TV was on “Leave It To
Beaver.”  *It takes 3,000 cows to supply the
NFL with enough leather for a years supply
of football. . .
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St. Mary’s High School Class of 1955 is pictured at its 50th-Year Reunion.  Seated (l-r)
Carole (Graul) Wentzel, Evelyn (Zierer) Hoffer, Marylyn (Eckert) Madden, Lavern (Gavron)
Bauer, Sheila (Lenahan) Boyle, Carole (Kurzawa) Kurtz, Mary Ann (Lagoda) Wilcox,
Barbara Brennan, Mary (Halmi) Noble, Pat (Keating) Mathias, Barbara Gray.
Middle row (l-r) Pat (Monaghan) Coulson, Marianne (Zamorski) Hoffman, Sister Phyllis
McGuire, RSM, Mary (Minnick) Pawlowski, Bob Martenak, Ed Dobrinsky, Kay (Kress)
Miller, Lorraine (Yvekonis) Weber, Kay (Mulcahy) Bartz, Betty (Lounsbury) Silvaney, Pat
(Hogan) Sheffield.  Back row (l-r) Bob Leslie, Bob Vona, Dominick Del Rosso, Joe Triggs,
Mario “Lefty” Rapetti, Ed Paczkowski, Dennis Desmond, Frances (Kull) Karnish, Marty
Metzger, Peter Delaney.  (Photo courtesy of Ed Paczkowski)

Rocky Kusic, President of the St. Vincent de Paul Society accepting a $1,000 donation from
Gary Bouchard, President of the Ancient Order of Hibernians. This was a Christmas donation
to assist the less fortunate in our community. Not only did AOH donate for Christmas, they
also donated $1,000 to the SVDP Thanksgiving event.

St. Mary’s 50th-Year Reunion
St. Mary’s High School Class of 1955

held its 50th Reunion on Friday, Nov. 11,
2005 at the Buttonwood Manor.  32 gradu-
ates attended.  After the cocktail hour, MC
Ed Paczkowski introduced Bob Leslie for
remarks.  He was followed by Mario Rapetti
who gave grace.  Paczkowski listed the
deceased members as DJ Rich Hart played
“The Bells Of  St. Mary’s.”  Leslie gave the
toast, and “Stolat” was sung, before dinner
was served.

Mary Ann (Lagoda) Wilcox with her
sister Joan Ryniec, gave a Hawaiian tribute
to her classmates, and gifts were awarded
for the following: Most children-Ed
Paczkowski (7); Married the longest-Frances
(Kull) Karnish (47 years); Traveled the fur-
thest distance-Mary Ann (Lagoda) Wilcox
from Honolulu, Hawaii.

The committee members for this out-
standing event were Bob Leslie, Bob
Martenak, Joe Triggs, Mario Rapetti, Ed
Paczkowski and their spouses.

Members of the Junior Class at South Amboy High School hold up the 12 foot register receipt
from their purchase of food items as part of the Spirit Week competitions.

The pantry at St. Vincent DePaul before delivery of the food items collected by the students
at SA Middle/High School.

The pantry is filled to capacity with the food collected during Spirit Week at SA Middle/High
School.  Great Job!!!  (Photos by Brian Stratton)

Expires 2/28/06
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Valentine Funnies
*What did the elephant say to his girlfriend on

Valentine’s Day?  I love you a ton!  *What do farmers give
their wives on Valentine’s Day?  Hogs and kisses.  *What
did the chocolate syrup say to the ice cream?  I’m sweet on
you.  *What did the pencil say to the paper?  I dot my i’s
on you.  *What did the paper clip say to the magnet?  I find
you very attractive.
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732-721-9093

732-721-0137

• Money Orders
• All Utility Bills

"Serving The Community Over 100 Years"

For All Your Health Care Needs

Peterson Pharmacy

Now accepting payments for gas, electric, cable & others

• Film Developing
• Greeting Cards

• Money Grams
• Fax

• Medical/Surgical Supplies

FREE Delivery for Senior Citizens
132 North Broadway

South Amboy, NJ 08879

J.J. Harrigan & Co. Inc
Realtors

980 ROUTE 9, SAYREVILLE, NJ
Mailing Address:  PO Box 37, South Amboy, NJ 08879

Bus: 732-721-7500 Res: 732-721-6743
Voice Mail: Ext. 12 Fax: 732-721-4095

PATRICK J. ROCK, JR.
Real Estate Sales Representative

OIL TANKOIL TANK
REMOVERSREMOVERS

• TANK REMOVAL • INSTALLATION

• TANK TESTING • SANDFILL

• ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES

ADVANCED
SITE
IMPROVEMENTASI

(732)

566-0281 Elizabeth “Betty” Farrell was the very popular
and respected school nurse at St. Mary’s
High School from 1957-1978.  She touched
many students’ lives in such a positive way.

Obituaries
Bacha, Joseph G., 69, of Sayreville died

on Dec. 30.
Baranowski, Edward F., 52, of

Sayreville died on Jan. 1.
Brumbaugh, Elaine M., 82, of Parlin

died on Jan. 5.
Bucelis, Mary, 74, of South Amboy

died on Jan. 5.
Creed, Edward B., 88, of Morgan died

on Dec. 19.
Cullinane, Alice, 85, formerly of

Sayreville died on Dec. 22.
Farrell, Elizabeth “Betty” M., 89, of

South Amboy died on Jan. 4.
Geant, Augustus, 73, of South Amboy

died on Dec. 12.
Gostkowski, Catherine, 86, of Sayreville

died on Jan. 4.
Grover, Dorothy N. Nelson, 81, of South

Amboy died on Dec. 17.
Guth, Ruth, 99, of Parlin died on Jan. 3.
Hughes, Patricia J., 60, of Parlin died

on Dec. 13.
Jurusz, Richard J. Sr., 55, of Parlin died

on Jan. 9.
Kennedy, Mary Ann Sembler, 60, of

South Amboy died on Dec. 27.
Kilcommons, William F., 81, of Parlin

died on Dec. 23.
Kirsch, Peter A., 95, of Morgan died on

Dec. 10.
Kotarski, Florence Maciorowski, 82,

formerly of Sayreville died on Jan. 12.
Krzywdzinski, Mary, 72, of South

Amboy died on Dec. 31.
Kwiecinski, Thomas J., 57, of Sayreville

died on Jan. 9.
Lockwood, William V., 82, of South

Amboy died on Jan. 8.
Longstreet, James A., 69, formerly of

South Amboy died on Dec. 12.
Lovely, Adam B. Sr., 69, of South

Amboy died on Jan. 4.
Murphy, Marian, 60, of Sayreville died

on Dec. 11.
Nawoj, Wanda, 95, of Sayreville died

on Dec. 27.
O’Sullivan, Mary, 61, of Sayreville died

on Dec. 14.
Rathbun, Clare, 79, of Morgan died on

Dec. 26.
Roj, Robert, 83, of Sayreville died on

Dec. 27.
Sauer, Mary Lou, 52, formerly of

Sayreville died on Dec. 12.
Schuck, Eleanor M., 66, of South

Amboy died on Jan. 11.
Searlaski, Charles, 89, of Parlin died on

Dec. 24.
Share, Gloria, 81, of Parlin died on Jan.

10.
Silva, Mary A., 72, of Sayreville died

on Dec. 18.
Sneck, Paul Sr., 66, formerly of Mor-

gan died on Dec. 24.
Suchciki, Loretta Samuel, 83, of Parlin

died on Dec. 16.
Sullivan, Rose M., 89, formerly of Parlin

died on Dec. 26.
Swiderski, Cecilia J., 95, of South

Amboy died on Dec. 20.
Syslo, Joseph M., 73, of South Amboy

died on Jan. 8.
Wanson, Paul R. Sr., 78, of Sayreville

died on Dec. 24.
Welsh, Frances M., 80, of South Amboy

died on Dec. 28.
Wist, Theresa, 82, of Morgan died on

Dec. 24.
Wojaczyk, Stephanie, 88, of Morgan

died on Jan. 3.
Wojciechowski, Martha, 88, formerly

of South Amboy died on Jan. 12.
Wood, Curtis S., 55, of South Amboy

died on Dec. 31.
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The Sayreville Phoenix travel soccer team celebrate their 2005 victory in the White Water
Cup Classic.

Sayreville Phoenix Win Classic
The Sayreville Phoenix (a U15 Girls

Travel Soccer Team) won three straight
games to capture the “White Water Cup
Classic Tournament” Championship Cup in
Hazleton, Pennsylvania over Labor Day
Weekend.  The Phoenix shut out the follow-
ing teams, the Tuxedo New York Mavericks
4-0, the Central Valley Pennsylvania Fury
4-0, and the Bloomsburg Pennsylvania
Sparks 2-0 for the Championship Cup.  The
Phoenix played with heart and focus during
the tournament and the girls deserve con-
gratulations for their team effort.  They are:

Goalie, Ashley Pires, defensive players,
Maria Lizarzaburu, Deanna Petersen, Ashlie
Renz, and guest player Emily Roshetar from
the Lady Blue Devils. Offensive players,
Shaina Cesare, Cheyenne Howard, Amanda
Mathisen, Amanda Rosehtar, Kara Russell,
Sneha Shah, Allison Skwiat and guest play-
ers Sarah Barnes and Jordan Nolan from the
Lady Blue Devils.  Team members Taylor
Miller and Danielle Tucka were unable to
attend the tournament.  The girls are coached
by Head Coach John Mathisen and Asst.
Coach Ron Petersen.

Sayreville Seniors Send Over $4,000 To
Katrina Survivors

 “We’ve been watching the effects of
the disaster in the news, and we wanted to
see if we could find a way to help.”  Marie
Cook, a long time Sayreville Resident and
current staff member at Gillette Manor spoke
about their efforts to raise money for Hurri-
cane Katrina relief efforts.

The Gillette Manor located on Wash-
ington Road in Sayreville houses 100 units
of affordable housing for senior citizens age
60 and over.  Although the building houses
only those over 60, it is considered an inde-
pendent living facility, and differs from an
assisted living community or a nursing home.

“We put up a flier asking for donations
and providing information about the Salva-
tion Army and what they could do with the
money to help survivors.”  Explained Sandra
Niemiec, the Executive Director of the
Sayreville Housing Authority, “We usually
have a food drive for the holidays, and we
felt the residents would be interested in
this.”

“The money was collected only from
tenants and staff from Gillette Manor and
will be sent directly to the Salvation Army.”

Added Marie Cook, “When we send the
donation next week we will also send a list
including the names of everyone who do-
nated.  Most of the tenants have made dona-
tions, but we are still collecting from a few
more in hope to bring our total even higher.”

“Some of our residents and staff mem-
bers have friends or relatives in the Gulf
Coastal area who have been affected by this
tragedy.  People are beginning to realize just
how serious this disaster has been and those
of us here at Gillette Manor want to show
that we care.”

“We started collecting around the first
of the month, and within two days we were
already up to nearly $3,000, now we have
nearly $4,400 and we’re hoping for more.
We are only beginning to realize the full
impact of the hurricane, but for right now
everyone is just happy to give whatever he
or she can to help the people who are suffer-
ing through it all.  This overwhelming show
of support and generosity has inspired us all
on the staff and we’re all very proud to be
working for these caring individuals.”

Local Cub Scout, Daniel Mace (9), saved
his grandparents house from burning to
the ground on New Years Day. While
visiting his grandparents in Woodbridge,
Daniel heard some unusal noise coming
from the upstairs floor†of the house.
He went to investigate the sounds &
soon found that the entire upstairs floor
was on fire. He raced back down stairs,
found his grandfather who then called
911.
Daniel is picutred here with Sgt David
Kales of the So. Amboy PD & his Cub
Scout Den leader Tom Richter, of Pack
391 of So Amboy.

Don’t Miss Our St. Patrick’s
Parade & St. Patrick’s Day Issue

on Stand Feb. 25th
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(732) 721-1166

360 Main Street
South Amboy, NJ 08879

Snow Shoveling Is Serious Stuff
Your body was made for use not abuse.

Whether you are in the best physical condi-
tion or not, a sudden jerk or impact, a fall
where you tighten up and don’t “go down”
loose, or an unexpected blow or move, may
all be causes for health related injuries.

Shoveling heavy snow requires as much
energy as running 9 MPH say exercise
experts.  Shoveling snow, breathing cold air
and being exposed to the cold all make the
heart work harder.  This is not necessarily a
problem for healthy people, but it can be
dangerous for people who are at risk for a
heart attack.  If you are over 45, are seden-
tary, smoke, have elevated blood pressure,
are overweight, and/or have a heart prob-
lem, seriously consider getting someone
else to do the shoveling.  This is not the
exercise to use to start getting in shape!

Safe Shoveling!
Take a few minutes and do some stretch-

ing exercises for the lower back and legs
before going outside to shovel!  Be sure to
dress in layered clothing so you can peel off
clothing if you become too warm.  Over-
heating puts extra strain on your heart!
Pace yourself and take frequent rest breaks.
Bend your legs slightly at the knee and let
your thigh muscles do most of the pushing
and lifting work.  This will reduce the strain
on your heart and on your back.  Use a
shovel with a small scoop and keep your
loads small and light.  Wear a scarf over
your nose and mouth to avoid breathing the
cold air.  Wear a hat to retain body heat.
Don’t shovel snow after smoking, drinking
or eating a heavy meal, all these things
place an extra load on your cardiovascular
system!

Tom,
Renewal time is always a happy time

because you know that you’re going to be
kept up to date on all the happenings in
South Amboy and Sayreville.  Thank you
and keep on printing!

Sincerely,
Don “Mickey” Czok - Vermont
(Formerly of South Amboy)

Fishing Flashes
January 2006 by Teo “Weebles” Weber

Salt Water
It’s a Happy New Year for 2006 from

the Weeblemeister once again.  I hope you
all have a great fishing year.  Your best bet
right now is Mackerel on any Party Boat that
sails for them.  They arrived right on time
about Christmas and its good fishing.  Plenty
of Sea Herring are mixed in the catch too.
Party Boat Black fishing is fair. The limit is
now 4 after January 1st with enough big
Blackfish being caught, some even topping
the 10 lb mark.  Ling are in short supply from
inshore but are being caught on inshore
wrecks and grounds.  Whiting are just about
nonexistent.  The best fishing now, is the
special offshore long-range trips for Cod
and giant Sea Bass on a few select Party
Boats.  Ling, some Hake and big Porgies are
also being caught on these trips.  Some very
large Pollock up to 40 lbs have been caught
too.  As of now the 2006 Fluke regulations
have not been finalized. The NFMS says we
over fished and they want the total catch cut.
New Data from biologists and other com-
missions are saying we were way under our
allowable quota.
Fresh Water

A check of Round Valley Reservoir
boat ramps during Christmas week revealed
the reservoir is low.  I saw a few people there
that said they caught a few Trout under the
15-inch size limit.  I did see one angler catch
a 16-inch keeper Brown and someone else
with a 15 inch Rainbow.

LETTERS

NJ License #2878
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From The Local
Band Archives. . .

1967-The Profits, probably the best Rock ‘N’
Roll band ever from St. Mary’s High School,
pose for a yearbook shot.  This talented
group played at countless dances throughout
South Amboy and Sayreville from
approximately 1965-68.
Pictured top (l-r) Bobby Toye-lead singer,
tambourine; Mike Henry-rhythm guitar; (l)
Timmy Tice-drummer; (r) Jim Coan-lead
guitar; bottom-Joe “Streak DeLucia-bass
guitar.

Local D.J.’s Spotlight
The “Innovator of Insanity,” The “Master of Madness”

By Clem Skarzynski

Locals On TV Trivia Test
By Tom Burkard

1. Brian O’Connor a. Kids Are People Too
2. Judy Kurowsky b. Science Age
3. Tony Gonsalves c. BJ & The Bear
4. Cigus Vanni d. To Tell The Truth
5. Ed Kolodziej e. The Joe Franklin Show
6. Bailey Malik f. The Milton Berle Show
7. Jon Bon Jovi g. One Life To Live
8. Tom Burkard h. Sale Of The Century
9. Jack McKeon i. $50,000 Pyramid
10. Albert Szatmary j. Jersey Talking
11. Mary Lou Poulsenk. Jeopardy
12. Marco Marcello l. As The World Turns
13. Greg Evigan m. Shootout
14. Frankie Dill n. The Late Show With David Letterman
15. Bill McAndrew o. Saturday Night Live

Answers
1e 2g 3i 4k 5m 6l  7o 8j 9n 10b 11h 12f 13c 14a 15d.

Jimmy “D.J. Mushie” Mathisen
(Photo by Tom Burkard)

Since 1980, Jimmy “D.J. Mushie”
Mathisen has been the local D.J. with shall
we say slightly different ways of providing
not only music, but a vast array of visual and
audience participation to those of us who
have been lucky enough to see him in action.
. .

Infamous for his “Turtle Races,” which
began in the Summer of  ’80 at Mary’s
Husband’s Pub in Belmar, then the “Mush”
along with his 15 Painted turtles (Which he
had shipped from Florida!) made their way
back to South Amboy’s Our Place, The 2 x
4, 3 Jim’s, and the S.A. Pub, to name a few.
. .Yeah, the turtles all had names, but we
won’t get into that here!

The winter months kept “Mushie” local
with gigs at Gerity’s, Chappy’s, Teddy’s
and Pepperhead’s, with summer gigs at
Paul’s Tavern and The Tropical Pub in
Belmar.  When the turtles “got tired,”
Mushie’s wheels of invention began to spin
again, and along came the “Frozen Turkey
Bowling,” complete with assorted sized fro-
zen turkeys and 10 plastic bowling pins, and
a 10 ft. lane!  I, the writer, got in the way of
a couple of those turkeys while enjoying the
show!

Mushie started with the least of profes-
sional equipment, like most of the D.J.’s
interviewed have, and just “built-up” as he
went along, spinning 45’s and LP’s of the
50’s oldies and 60’s through today’s Rock
‘N’ Roll. . .Adding “New Country” into the
mix. . .

Embarrassing moments?  K of C Hall in
Sayreville, wedding. . .The groom never
showed up at the church!  Most of the bride’s
family didn’t even know!  The “almost
bride” decided to go ahead with the “recep-
tion” anyway!  “Might as well, everything
was paid for!”  Needless to say, Mushie, the
“Almost Bride” and guests did a mini-tour
of the South Amboy bar scene afterwards
too!

Lately, Mushie’s been goin’ South to
Florida to do the “Bike Week” and
“Biketober Fest” at The Last Resort Lounge
in Port Orange, Florida. . . .Well “Frozen
Turkey Bowling” in 90 plus degree heat

with biker dudes and dudettes,” just didn’t
seem the perfect type of audience participa-
tion, so. . .How about “Cream Corn Wres-
tling?”  Yup, mix up some creamed corn
with vegetable oil and milk, and dump it into
some inflatable pools, and watch the fun

begin!  Leave it to Mushie!  Oh he’s paid the
price too!  He’s been an “unwilling partici-
pant,” being tossed into the mix by a few
irate “biker ladies.”

As of January 2006, Mushie will be
making Florida his home, but will be com-
ing back home from time to time to do the
convention gigs for the South Amboy Elks
and Firemen, and an occasional private gig,
so he’s not going to disappear. . .We won’t
let ‘em!

For you SA Times readers, Mushie’s
talents not only lie in his D.J. realm. . .Oh no!
Mr. Mathisen is an accomplished bass gui-
tarist and percussionist. He played in his
first band, “The In-Between” in the mid-
60’s, which just so happened to be the first
group formed by The SA Times Publisher,
Tom Burkard.   He also performed in  Freddie
London’s “Spice of Life” band.  I, the writer
had the pleasure of rockin’ with Mushie in
the ‘70’s and 80’s with “People,” featuring
The Wathington Brothers, doing the Rt. 35
and Keansburg circuit gigs. . .

Keep tuned to The SA Times and we’ll
let you know when “The Mush” is back in
town.  Don’t miss him. . .Oh yeah, Mushie’s
famous “Pony Tail”. .When it gets to be a
foot long, he will have it cut off and donated
to the local children’s cancer group, “Locks
of Love”. . Good for you Mush!

Singing superstar, Kenny Rogers is pictured
with Shaun Curley, who performed with him
over the holidays in “Kenny Rogers’
Christmas Show” at Toms River.  Shaun is
the son of Lisa Gorczynski, formerly of South
Amboy and a graduate of Sacred Heart
Grammar School and St. Mary’s High School.
(Photo courtesy of Ed Gorczynski)

#1 Pop Hits On Jan.
21st
1999-Have You Ever?-Brandy
1983-Down Under-Men At Work
1974-Show And Tell-Al Wilson
1968-Judy In Disguise-John Fred & His
Playboy Band
1952-Slow Poke
1944-My Heart Tells Me
1930-Great Day

#1 Country Hits On
Jan. 21st
1994-Wild One-Faith Hill
1980-Coward Of The County-Kenny Rogers
1977-You Never Miss A Real Good Thing-
Crystal Gayle
1963-The Ballad Of Jed Clampett-Flatt &
Scruggs
1955-Loose Talk-Carl Smith
1946-White Cross On Okinawa-Bob Wills

Prime Time TV
1966 Friday Nights
ABC-Green Hornet; Time Tunnel; Milton
Berle Show; Twelve O’Clock High.
CBS-Wild, Wild West; Hogan’s Heroes;
CBS Friday Night Movie.
NBC-Tarzan; Man From U.N.C.L.E.; T.H.E.
Cat; Laredo.

New Music
by Phil Rainone

R&R Music-DJ’s 732-316-9447
Reborn To Run: 1 CD/2 DVD Set Com-

memorates 30th Anniversary of When Bruce
Became The Boss

Born To Run 30th Anniversary Edition
(1CD/2DVD) –Columbia

With lofty ideals, Bruce Springsteen set
out making Born to Run, wanting to sound
like Phil Spector’s Wall of Sound produc-
tion, write lyrics like Bob Dylan, and sing
like Roy Orbison- all were, and still area few
of his idols.  The first DVD is a live show
from ’75 in London, just after the release of
the album.  It captures the band at the height
of “Springsteenmania”- a label that Bruce
hated.  Opening with a striking, acoustic
version of Thunder Road, the DVD takes
you through the bands –over two hours-
legendary show, that is completely mesmer-
izing and a joy to watch- great restoration!  It
demonstrates why Springsteen and the band
had earned a reputation for their live shows.
The 2nd DVD goes into detail on the making
of Born to Run, giving contemporary inter-
views with band members-cool stories about
the fun and frustration- and archival foot-
age.  There’s also a bonus live show from
’73 in L.A., including cool, eclectic versions
of  “Thundercrack,” and an electrifying
“Spirit in the Night.”

The eight songs on the remastered Born
to Run each telling a story that takes place,
as Bruce says, on “one endless summer
night.”  It wasn’t just the music that made
this monumental album, it was also the
feelings of hope, freedom, desperation, and
trapped relationships that were woven into
the fabric of the stories, that would touch
anyone who listened, reminding us what it’s
like to be alive, and to live life with all it ahs
to offer- the good and the bad.  Music is a
gift, and Bruce & the E-Street Band have
shared their gift over the years, with anyone
who felt the need to listen.

Using Dylan, Orbison, and Spector as a
template, Springsteen achieved all that he
set out to do and a whole lot more!  Now
thirty, the album “ain’t that young any-
more,” but it’s greatness is no less apparent.

Mikell’s Plot- Monster on the Wall
(mikellsplot@hotmail.com)

Having recently played at the Starland
Ballroom in Sayreville- a good show from
what I heard- Mikell’s Plot’s new album’s
10 songs have a live vibe to them that would
work well on stage.  Drawing from influ-
ences like the Sex Pistols, Doors, etc., the
band adds a heavier, alternative feel to the
music- check Shadow of the Past, or Time to
Change.  Their sound, writing, and the way
they can capture your attention, has im-
proved since their demo about a year ago.
The addition of Lisa Lynn on back-up vo-
cals gives the band a little more balance with
her soulful voice, as a counter to Mike
O’Connor’s rougher, lead vocals.

Hopefully, Mikell’s Plot will be one of
the top finalists in next years Asbury Music
Awards.  They’ve got a lot going for them,
and they’ve come a long way in a short
period of time.

Good Old Days In
Music

By Tom Burkard
Do you remember when almost every-

one and there brother had a band?  Well,
around 1967, a band called The Carltons
played some mighty fine music mostly at H.
G. Hoffman High School dances, as well as
other parties and events.  Joe Tanski was the
lead guitarist, Ray Drost on rhythm guitar,
Brian Dowling, saxophone, Bert Buehler,
drums, Franny Freeman on lead vocals and
Greg Evigan (A now famous movie star) on
keyboard. . .

Another group selected randomly was
called Heatwave.  The group was managed
by agent John DeFlaminis (AKA Johnny
Flame) and performed locally.  The band
consisted of Jim “Mushie” Mathisen, John
D. O’Toole, Gary Boyer, and Mike Marrone.
Heatwave dazzled local kids at a teenage
dance at the South Amboy K of C on March
24, 1973.  The band’s fabulous light show
was designed by R. Kokowitz. . .

Great TV Themes
Bet you remember many of these great

themes from television shows.  Just think
about them for a minute. . .Go back in your
own little time machine. . .

The Flintstones (1960) The Beverly
Hillbillies (1962) Bonanza (1959) The Andy
Griffith Show (1960) The Twilight Zone
(1960) The Monkees (1966) Hawaii Five O
(1968) All In The Family (1971) Batman
(1966) Gilligan’s Island (1964) Green Acres
(1965) Cheers (1982) Peter Gunn (1958)
The Addams Family (1964) The Partridge
Family (1970) Miami Vice (1984) The
Mickey Mouse Club (1955) Rawhide (1959)
Leave It To Beaver (1957) Love Boat (1976)
Happy Days (1976) Petticoat Junction
(1963) Welcome Back Cotter (1975) The
Lone Ranger (1892) Laverne & Shirley
(1976) Dragnet (1957) Three’s Company
(1977) Mister Ed (1961) Taxi (1978).

*Note the years in parenthesis are when
the theme songs were written.

Bon Jovi Flashback
2001-Jon Bon Jovi was the keynote

speaker at commencement ceremonies for
the 2001 graduating class of Monmouth
University.  He was presented with an hon-
orary degree: Doctorate of Humanities,
Honoris Causa for his contributions to the
entertainment industry in music and film, as
well as his philanthropic and charitable work,
especially on the Jersey Shore.
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Wood, Lovely
the team to meet at Vets Field for a

photo for the newspaper.  One young, shy
and unknowing player wore a suit and tie,
and many of the players mocked and berated
him for getting so dressed up, as most were
in casual clothes, and a couple wore sweat-
ers.  Wood our team leader spoke up and
said, “Hey guys, layoff the kid.  He’s got the
right idea.  We should all be dressed like that
to look good for the paper.”  The players
stopped their teasing and harassing immedi-
ately, and what Curt said really made them
think.  Thank you Curt!

Ray “Butch” Tomaszewski, who
coached Hoffman High for many years en-
joyed having Wood on his team.  “He was
the first 1,000 point scorer, and had a helluva
outside shot!  He scored his 1,000th point in
his junior year, a rarity, and that season, our
team was outstanding, and won the CJ cham-
pionship with Curtie, Clayton and Havlusch.
He was a fine all-around athlete, a nice
person, and a gentleman,” stated
Tomaszewski.

South Amboy native, Joe “Jasko”
Jaskowiak now of California was Wood’s
catcher for a few years on different clubs in
the ‘60’s.  He said, “He was the hardest
thrower that I caught except for Bobby
Keister from Sayreville, who signed a pro
contract.  After catching Curtie, my hand
would swell up, even when I used a sponge
in the glove.  He had a drop/curve that would
drop and then tail off to the right.  I had a real
problem trying to catch it during my first
game as a rookie in the Babe Ruth League.
The last game I caught him was when we
beat Oak View Nursing Home, 1-0, for the
’65 Babe Ruth title.  I told “Woodsie” that he
was the greatest pitcher that I ever caught,”
recalled Jaskowiak.

Alex “Jocko” Jakimowicz, was a friend
of Wood’s since grammar school, and also a
teammate throughout high school.  He said,
“He was the best teammate and superstar
that H.G. Hoffman ever had.  I really don’t
think anyone as great a guy and athlete will
ever come along in South Amboy again.  I
will miss him tremendously.”

Adam Lovely Sr., 69, of South Amboy
died on Jan. 4.  He was the current Squad
Commander of Luke A. Lovely American
Legion Post 62 of South Amboy.  A ’55 St.
Mary’s graduate, he was a talented baseball
and basketball player, who went on to star
for many years in the South Amboy Men’s
Senior Basketball League, as well as in
many tournaments throughout the state.  Ray
“Butch” Tomaszewski played on several
teams with Lovely and said that, “He was a
playmaker and good ball handler.  Adam
was an unselfish player who would always
pass off.  You couldn’t ask for a nicer guy.
He would always help you anytime.”

Ed Paczkowski, The “All-Time Scor-
ing King” in the South Amboy Men’s Senior
Basketball League was a friend of Lovely’s
and played on many teams with him.  He
commented that, “He was one of the best
ball handlers that I’ve played with.  We
called him “Cousy” after the legendary Bos-
ton Celtic star Bob Cousy, because he was
so good.  He played with us on our Sacred
Heart Men’s team powerhouse.  He had a
very good two-hand set shot from way out.
Adam was a good friend.”

He was a huge baseball fan, and espe-
cially followed all the local professional
baseball players, Allie Clark, John & Eddie
O’Brien, Eddie “Buddy” Popowski, Jack
McKeon and Tom Kelly.  He loved going to
Spring Training and meeting the players.
Adam was respected and admired by all.

Those who got to know either of these
men were truly blessed!  They will never be
forgotten.

continued from page 9

Mountain Biking-
Feb. 5

Cheesequake State Park will offer a
Mountain Biking course to teach the begin-
ner all aspects of this ever increasingly
popular activity.  The course will go over
types of bicycles to get, as well as proper
equipment to use and maintain your bike.
Meet at the Interpretive Center at 1 p.m.
Ages 10 & up, no fee.  For more info call
732-566-3208.
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Confessions of a South Amboy Half-
Court Basketball Player

Part 1 :
There’s something about the early days.

The days when you first become aware,
aware of yourself and your specific sur-
roundings, and of the feeling of being in-
tensely alive and connected to those
surroundings...it happens for different people
at different times and in different places, but
for me it happened in and around the great
outdoor basketball courts of South Amboy
in the 1950’s.

The basketball courts I’m talking about
were the ones “Up the Tank” when there was
only one basket facing the tank, or Hoffman
outdoor courts when they were located where
now stands the grade school, the Doheny
Homes courts, the oft-forgotten court at
Sacred Heart’s parking lot, and at the com-
pact Lopy’s court located in the bombed out
remains of a garage behind Zimmerman’s
liquor store, and , finally, at Saint Mary’s
tennis courts.

Since we have this treasure of a paper to
give us a venue to still speak to those days,
and since just about all of those courts still
exist, and many of the players from that time
and on those courts are still around, I hope
I’m up to the task of bringing out something
of what it was like to be there  fifty years ago
with a nod to the all the half- court players
since then and into today who are, I’m sure,
still gathering these same experiences.

 And if these experiences of feeling
intensely alive and connected affected  me
that way, then it should follow that it hap-

pened also for many of the other players on
those courts waiting on the sidelines  to play
just like me. This, then, is a humble effort to
celebrate those by-gone, sun-filled happy
days and those expectant players, and those
great basketball courts.

The courts were not great in dimension
or in design. In fact, to ride by these courts
today it seems amazing that we were able to
play a decent game on them at all consider-
ing the tilt of the court, or the degree of wind
constantly blowing that seemed somehow
part and parcel of these locations.

Oh, but that is the pragmatic and sober
view of the grown up mind and far removed
from the way we saw those basketball courts
from the point of view of the lush romanti-
cism of youth.  It’s not that we weren’t aware
of the shortcomings of the locations, but
we†were thrilled beyond words to have a
basketball court at our disposalwith foul
lines and nets and even some with two
baskets!

Therefore, we accepted these problems
and learned to deal with them and in doing
so maybe learned a bit of how to deal with
the inequities and shortcomings and disap-
pointments that were sure to plague all of us
in our upcoming adult lives at one future
time or another.

Next Time: “Up the Tank
Till then “Thanks”, and oh yeah,

Winner’s Outs!
The Ghost of South Amboy Half-Court

Basketball Games Past

New York Giant Tiki Barber

Dr. Dan’s  Sports Heroes
Tiki Barber, premiere running back for

the New York Football Giants has been
named by the Football Writer’s Association
as the Player of the Year. Tiki Barber has
been a New York Giant running back since
his arrival in 1997 when the Giants drafted
him in the second round from the University
of Virginia, where he tore up the turf with his
running and scoring touchdowns. He was
credited with 19 -100 yards rushing games,
ran for 3,389 (2nd in VU history), and accu-
mulated 4,883 all purpose yards of running
and receiving.

In the his nine years as a Giant he has
made Giant football history by breaking
most franchise records. This year alone he
had two 200 yard games and accomplished
seven 100 yard games in a row until inter-
rupted by Washington late in the season
when he ran for only 80- yards in a loss to the
Redskins. Tiki needed a good game that day
for the Giants to clinch the NFC Eastern
Division Title. Tiki did not click nor did the
Giants. They had to wait until the very last
game of the season in Oakland to wrap up
the title. Tiki clicked as did his teammates
and the Giants won the Eastern Division to
make it to the play offs as we went to press.

Tiki Barber was named the NFC Offen-
sive Player of the Week, for the third time
this season and the second time in three
games. Tiki Barber rushed for 203 yards on
28 carries and caught six passes for 60 yards

in the last game of the regular season in
Oakland. His biggest play was a 95-yard
touchdown run, which was the longest run
in Giants history, breaking a record set by
Hap Moran in 1930. It was Barber’s third
200-yard rushing performance of the sea-
son, including a team-record 220-yard game
against Kansas City and a 206-yard effort
versus Washington. He was named Player
of the Week after each of his 200-yard
rushing games.

 Tiki Barber is the first Giant to win the
award three times in a season since it was
instituted in 1984. The Giants have won four
of the 2005 season’s NFC Offensive Player
of the Week awards. Plaxico Burress also
received the award, following his 10-catch,
204-yard performance against the St. Louis,
Rams on Oct. 2.

The Giants’ successful 2005 regular
season – which ended with an 11-5 record
and the NFC East championship – produced
many statistical achievements, especially
for RB Tiki Barber.†Barber is the only player
in NFL history with at least 1,800 rushing
yards (1,860) and 500 receiving yards (530)
in the same season. His 2,390 total yards
were second-most in NFL history.

This writer has been most fortunate to
have spent many days at the Giants Training
camp at Giant Stadium and have gotten to
learn about the man as well as the football
player. I truly believe that Tiki Barber is not
only one of the greatest running backs of all
time as his records will demonstrate but he
also a very special human being who always
has something nice to say about his team
mates as well as his opponents. Tiki has a
poster next to his locker in which he sup-
ports drinking three glasses of milk every
day. And if you ask him he will tell you that
he does just that. Perhaps that accounts for
his pearly bright white teeth that compli-
ment his remarkable smile.

We have learned that Tiki Barber is also
a new author. He has written two children’s
books. Visit your local book store to find his
books, By My Brother’s Side and Game
Day. Or go to Amazone.com on the Internet
to obtain further information about these
two enjoyable children’s books.

The South Amboy-Sayreville Times
invites readers to suggest what professional
sports†athletes you would like to learn more
about in future issues of our paper in this
new column, Dr. Dan’s Sports Heroes.

Readers may reach Dr. Dan Miller via
email at dmillerQT@aol.com.

Students from the Samsel Upper Elementary School in Sayreville recently had a great time
visiting the Sayreville Historical Society Museum on Main St.  Mrs. Theresa Semasko in
cooperation with Historical Society President, Carol Kadi, organized the event.  Teachers
Bonnie Brady and Kathy Mazur supervised the students.

Story & Photo by Dr. Dan Miller
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