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Groundbreaking was held recently for the Raritan River Landing project. Pictured (l-r) Stan
Marcinczyk, Economic Development Consultant, Councilman Fred Henry, Councilman
Russell Stillwagon, Robert Reager, President of Devcor,  Councilman Joseph Connors, B.
Judith Lecki, Chair, South Amboy Redevelopment Agency, Mayor O’Leary, John F.
O’Connell, Executive Director South Amboy Redevelopment Agency, Francis (Butch)
Mulvey, South Amboy Planning Board, Lonny Kirk, Project Manager Jingoli Construction.
(Photo by Brian Stratton)

The signs tell the story of the extremely hot summer we’ve been having so far.  On August
3rd, it was 105 degrees by Sayreville War Memorial High School (l), and an unheard of 108
degrees at Foodtown on Bordentown Ave. in South Amboy.  (Photos by Tom Burkard)

Heat Wave Hits Area
By Steve Schmid

The heat wave that gripped California
and the Midwest moved east and hit our area
with soaring temperatures and oppressive
humidity.  During the peak of the week long
heat wave, local temperatures flirted with
the 100 degree mark for 3 consecutive days.
The National Weather Service issued an
excessive heat warning from Tuesday Aug.
1 until Thursday night, Aug. 3, when cooler
temperatures arrived accompanied by thun-
dershowers.  The dangerous heat forced
officials to move the Aug. 2nd Irish Night
concert with the Perry Brothers Irish Band

from Raritan Bay Waterfront Park to the
South Amboy Middle School Auditorium.
The heat wave caused widespread power
outages in NJ and NY, but South Amboy
and Sayreville were spared from major out-
ages.  The streets were mainly deserted in
the community in the afternoons as resi-
dents heeded the warnings to stay inside
with air conditioning, and avoid physical
exertion out of doors.  Other residents tried
to escape the heat by heading to swimming
pools and the Jersey shore.

YMCA Coming To
South Amboy

South Amboy Mayor John T. O’Leary
and William J. Lovett, CEO of the Metuchen-
Edison-Woodbridge YMCA recently an-
nounced a partnership that will bring a 30,000
square foot Community Center/YMCA to
residents of South Amboy and the surround-
ing area.

The Community Center/YMCA will be
located on Lower Broadway and O’Leary
Blvd. on the westerly side of the newly
constructed Newcomb/Adamecs Grade
Crossing.

Some of the features will be: Competi-
tive 6 lane pool-6,000 square feet; Full Gym-
nasium with divider-6,400 square feet; Fit-
ness Center including cardio, strength train-
ing and free weights-6,000 square feet;
Locker Rooms (2)-4,000 square feet; Multi-
purpose space-3,200 square feet; Office/
lobby/reception-2,800 square feet.

Funding for this project is from three
sources, Middlesex County Open Space
Program, ($3 million), YMCA Lease Agree-
ment and future developer contributions.
“Being fully funded allows us to move for-
ward with the construction phase of this
project, as it satisfies the requirement of the
County Freeholders, and will allow us to
break ground by the end of the year,” said
John F. O’Connell, SARA’s Executive Di-
rector.

“This Public/Private partnership is an-
other example of how redevelopment, used
sensitively and efficiently is benefiting the
residents of our City.  Our Smart Growth,
Smart Change approach is allowing our
Redevelopment Agency to construct this
magnificent project without impact on our
local taxpayers.  The lease agreement with
the YMCA coupled with their agreement to
maintain and manage this facility will pay
dividends not only now, but far into the
future.  The best part of this agreement to
me, is that our children and seniors will have
new recreational opportunities thanks to this
new center,” said Mayor O’Leary.

The project will be guided by the South
Amboy Redevelopment Agency under the
direction of Executive Director John F.
O’Connell and Chairperson B. Judith Lecki.

Ground Breaking In South Amboy
South Amboy Mayor John T. O’Leary

and area business and community leaders
recently broke ground on Raritan River Land-
ing, a major center for commerce on the
banks of the scenic Raritan River.

“Since I announced this project at the
State of the City address in 2005, we’ve
gotten all our required permits and plans and
approvals in order,” O’Leary said.  “We are
starting construction today, just 15 months
after the announcement-that is light-speed
in the State of New Jersey.”

Raritan River Landing is a jewel in the
crown of South Amboy’s efforts to revital-
ize the city’s waterfront district.  The com-
plex will be built by DEVCOR, South
Amboy’s redevelopment partner founded
by Lawrenceville-based Joseph Jingoli &

Sons (JJS).  DEVCOR and JJS president,
Robert Reager said, “When it comes to
projects like this, we know there are three
essential ingredients: community support, a
vision for the future, and strong leadership.
Here in South Amboy, you’ve got it all,
including a vision to change South Amboy
for the better.”

Raritan River Landing is a major devel-
opment in South Amboy, located on lower
Main Street, and includes: 101,000 square
feet of office and retail space; A 4,000
square foot restaurant; A hotel-conference
center with 150 rooms and 150 executive
suites; 900 parking spaces, 750 inside a
parking garage; and more than 700 perma-
nent jobs.

Courtesy Busing In
Sayreville

The Sayreville Board of Education de-
cided to continue courtesy busing in hazard-
ous areas at several intersections on
Bordentown Avenue, and also in the Melrose
section of Sayreville.

The courtesy busing issue was defeated
during the election in April, when only a
small number of voters turned out.

Drinking Water OK
The Borough of Sayreville had exten-

sive tests done on its drinking water, and
found that there were no detectable levels of
the chemical PFOA, which is known as a
“potential carcinogen.”

Samples were taken from four different
locations, and tested by Severn Trent Labs
Inc. of Denver, the only facility certified by
the DEP.  Results showed that PFOA was
not present in levels greater than .01 parts
per billion.

Cox Retires From
Police

Sayreville Police Officer, Alvah Cox,
49, has retired from the police force after 29
years of dedicated service in law enforce-
ment.  He began working for the Sayreville
PD 20 years ago after working in other
towns.  He was always involved in the
community, and served on the Board of
Education for 15 years, five as president.
Cox stepped down from the Board earlier
this year.  Alvah grew up in South Amboy,
and attended Hoffman High School where
he was a talented athlete.  Congratulations,
and Best Wishes, Alvah!

Mets Sign Mulvey
Right-handed pitcher, Kevin Mulvey

of Parlin was signed by the New York Mets
on August 9th.  He was the Mets’ top pick in
the 2006 First-Year Player Draft in June,
and will report to New York’s minor league
complex in Port St. Lucie, Florida.

Mulvey is expected to pitch for the
Mets’ Double-A farm team, Binghamton by
the end of the month.  Congratulations Kevin,
and best of luck!  South Amboy and
Sayreville are all rooting for you!  Let’s go
Mets!

South Amboy Gets
$650,000

The City of South Amboy has received
$650,000 in grants from the state, county
and other sources for capital improvements
in the heart of South Amboy’s commercial
core.

Cathy Schwartz, Chair of South Amboy
Main Street (SAMS), the downtown revital-
ization organization sponsored by the City
of South Amboy and the NJ Dept. Of Com-
munity Affairs said, “I feel like a kid at
Christmas.  I’d say it was a wonderful gift if
I didn’t know how hard so many people
worked to make the funding possible.”

Replacement and addition of street light-
ing, foliage planters, trees and shrubbery,
paving stones, banner poles, benches, side-
walks, signage and more are the main ele-
ments of this capital improvement program
that will soon be launched.

Planned by the City’s engineer and ar-
chitect with input from the South Amboy
Main Street (SAMS) Design Committee,
this project is essential for the continued
rebirth of downtown South Amboy.

When asked why streetscaping is so
important, SAMS Chair, Cathy Schwartz
replied, “In a way, our shops, restaurants
and businesses are South Amboy’s prod-
ucts.  Streetscaping and its partner, faÁade
improvements, are the packaging.  The more
attractive the packaging; the more appeal-
ing our products are to our residents and
potential customers.”

Mayor John T. O’Leary added, “The
City has worked for years to make our
downtown more welcoming.  This grant lets
us take another giant step forward.  With
Main Street South Amboy’s help and en-
couragement, downtown South Amboy is
becoming a living model of a vita, sustain-
able commercial-residential neighborhood.”
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Sister Mary Gomolka gave an outstanding concert at St. Mary Church, performing on the
brand new Young Chang concert grand piano, given in loving memory of Ronald Keegan.
She received a standing ovation from the crowd at the end of her performance.  Sister Mary
Gomolka is a 1951 graduate of St. Mary’s High School.  The concert was the final one of the
2006 Summer Spectacular Music Series at St. Mary’s.  (Photo by Tom Burkard)

Pleasant Little Trivia
By Tom Burkard

1.St. Mary’s High’s Student Council
President in 1973?   a.Maureen Bush b.Cassie
Hulihan c.Jeff St. Amour

2.He was not a Sayreville Councilman
in ’47?  a.Joseph Keenan Jr. b.Charles
Buchanan c.Fred Muth

3.Chairperson of the Sayreville Envi-
ronmental Commission in 1980?  a.Andree
Cowan b.Stanley Scibek c.John Gawron

4.The Borough of Sayreville’s Fire
Chief in ’73?  a.Ronald Grobelny b.Andrew
Cross c.William Betzler III

5.In 1961, this local man was named
“Holy Man Of TheYear” by the National
Holy Name Association?  a.Joseph Szarejko
b.Adam Rzepka c.Chester Zamorski

6.President of the South Amboy City
Council in ’88?  a.John Hulsart b.John Kelly
c.Bruce Richmond

7.He was installed as Pastor of St.
Mary’s Church in 1977?  a.Father McConell
b.Msgr. Brembos c.Msgr. Gerety

8.Sayreville High Student Council
President in 1968?  a.Robert Slovik b.Dale
Dube c.Kathy Holda

9.This bar was located at 404 Washing-
ton Rd., Sayreville in ’82?  a.Lavern’s Place
b.The Three XXX’s Tavern c.Bud’s Suds

10.In 1979, this nursing home was lo-
cated on Ernston Road, in Morgan?  a.Hidden
Valley b.Oak View c.Shady Rest

11.South Amboy’s Fire Chief in ’77?
a.James Nemeth b.Phil English c.Larry Par-
sons

12.In 1989, this gas station was located
on the corner of Main & Thompson Streets
in South Amboy?  a.Massing’s Chevron
b.Murphy’s  c.Wally & Bumps

1c 2a 3b 4b 5a 6c 7c 8c 9b 10b 11a 12a.

Talk Of The Towns
By Tom Burkard

Windrem An Expert
1963 St. Mary’s graduate, Robert “Red”

Windrem was recently on TV on CNBC as
a “Terrorist Expert Analyst.”  He did a
terrific job, and without a doubt, has made
South Amboy very proud!
St. Mary’s Sign

St. Mary’s beautiful, new sign outside
the front right side of the church, was do-
nated by the Steve Pavich Jr. Memorial
Fund in memory of Steve Pavich Jr.
In Memoriam

Kevin “Red” Cahill, 44 of South
Amboy died on July 11.  “Red” was well-
liked by all, and was a chef for over 20 years
in South Amboy bars.  He was best known
for his delicious pizza pies after the softball
games.  He made countless pies through the
years for teams when they came to celebrate
at their sponsors’ businesses.  “Red” was
also proud of the fact that he graduated with
Jon Bon Jovi at Sayreville War Memorial
HS.  John O’Connor, 78, of Parlin died on
July 26.  He was a former Lieutenant in the
NJ State Police, and also a Navy veteran of
WW II who served at Pearl Harbor.  Robert
Driscoll, 82, of Parlin died on July 28.  He
was an Army veteran of WW II, and also a
President Park firefighter for 45 years, and
former Chief.  Vincenza “Jean” Lala of
Parlin died on Aug. 1.  She was the former
owner of Sayreville Lawn & Garden Center
and Artistic Flowers By Jean in Sayreville.
“Jean” was also Past President of the South
Amboy Elks Ladies Auxiliary.  Leona
Conroy, 81, of South Amboy died on Aug.
6.  She loved to travel, and was an avid SA
Times reader.  Leona was one of the kindest
ladies you could ever meet.  Elizabeth
Disbrow, 76, of South Amboy died on Aug.
9.  Many years ago, she was the City of
South Amboy’s Registrar of Vital Statis-
tics.  May these fine people rest in peace!
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    Business of the Month  
Joe Kabara – Realtor Associate

Wisniewski Elected
Vice Chairman

Assemblyman John S. Wisniewski,
Deputy Speaker of the Assembly, NJ, was
elected unanimously to serve as Co-Vice
Chairman of the Council of State Govern-
ments’ Eastern Regional Conference at its
recently concluded 2006 Annual Meeting in
Philadelphia, PA on August 2nd.  The term
will be for one year starting on Jan. 1, 2007.

“It’s a great honor to have been elected
by my peers from the northeast to serve as a
leader of this most important regional orga-
nization.  It provides me with the unique
opportunity to help set the agenda for CSG/
ERC in the year ahead as we continue to
focus on regional cooperation and collabo-
ration in such areas as agriculture, criminal
justice, education, export trade, environ-
ment/energy, fiscal affairs, health care and
transportation,” Wisniewski said.

This is a rare, late 1940’s or early ‘50’s vintage photo of the old South Amboy YMCA on
Broadway.  The building stood where the City Hall is presently located.  (Photo courtesy of
Bette Bloodgood)

Music at Saint Mary’s
Presents Pergolesi’s
Stabat Mater

Music at St. Mary’s concert series kicks
off their fall season with a performance of
Pergolesi’s Stabat Mater.  The concert is on
Sunday September 17th at 4PM, at St. Mary’s
Church, 256 Augusta Street, South Amboy.
This classic work will feature a string quar-
tet, harpsichord and soloists. The concert is
free and open to the public, although a $10
suggested donation is appreciated. For more
information please call (732)721-0179.

This program has been made possible in
part by funds from the New Jersey State
Council on the Arts/Department of State, a
Partner Agency of the National Endowment
of the Arts; through a grant provided by the
Middlesex County Cultural and Heritage
Commission/Board of Chosen Freeholders

Joe Kabara started his real estate
career as a realtor associate with ERA
Dineen Realty, located at 3 Parlin Drive,
Parlin, in 2003.  His real estate service
base covers all of Central and Southern
New Jersey.  Joe is a member of the
National Association of Realtors and the
New Jersey Realtors Association.

Joe states the reason that he entered
real estate was to develop his propensity
to help others.  “When I was in the
corporate business world, it was all about
the numbers.  The people, the workers
did not matter.  There was never any

compassion.  That is just not me.  Real
estate offers me the opportunity to assist
people in realizing their dream of owning
a home or helping them to sell their
home.”

Joe is there to assist and meet the
needs of his clients in a no-pressure,
professional manner.  “Salespeople are
seen in a negative view in the eyes of
many people.  I base my attitude on
professionalism and integrity, my repu-
tation is dependent upon those factors.”
He offers guidance throughout the whole
real estate process, from listing the prop-
erty through the closing.

His clients would agree with that
theory.  Eric Abatemarco, who recently
purchased a home with Joe as his agent
states, “Joe provided my wife and I with
excellent service.  He was pro-active and
he was there for us every step of the way.
We never had to worry about anything.
Joe was on top of everything and he
always kept us informed.”

Joe prides himself in going out of his
way to meet his client’ satisfaction and
making sure that his clients receive the
best possible deal available.  He feels that
the key is building a relationship and
making people feel comfortable and form-
ing a trust with the client’s best interest
the top priority.

You are invited to call Joe with any
real estate needs or questions that you
may have at 732-910-8796.

PRAYER TO THE BLESSED VIRGIN
(Never known to fail)  Oh, most beautiful flower of

Mt. Carmel, Fruitful vine, splendor of Heaven, blessed
Mother of the Son of God, Immaculate Virgin, assist
me in my necessity.  Oh Star of the Sea, help me and
show me, herein  you are my mother.  Oh, Holy Mary,
Mother of God, Queen of Heaven and Earth!  I humbly
beseech you from the bottom of my heart to succor me
in this necessity.  There are none that can withstand
your power.  Oh, show me herein you are my mother.
Oh Mary, conceived without sin, pray for us who have
recourse to thee (3 times).  Holy Mary, I place this
cause in your hands (3 times).  Say this prayer for 3
consecutive days.  You must publish  it and it will be
granted to you.  Thank you.  -B.T.S.

PRAYER TO THE BLESSED MOTHER
(Never known to fail)  Oh, most beautiful flower of

Mt. Carmel, Fruitful vine, splendor of Heaven, blessed
Mother of the Son of God, Immaculate Virgin, assist
me in my necessity.  Oh Star of the Sea, help me and
show me, herein  you are my mother.  Oh, Holy Mary,
Mother of God, Queen of Heaven and Earth!  I humbly
beseech you from the bottom of my heart to succor me
in this necessity.  There are none that can withstand
your power.  Oh, show me herein you are my mother.
Oh Mary, conceived without sin, pray for us who have
recourse to thee (3 times).  Holy Mary, I place this
cause in your hands (3 times).  Say this prayer for 3
consecutive days.  You must publish  it and it will be
granted to you.  Thank you.  -M.M.
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Yearbook-Hoffman 1966
By Tom Burkard

H.G. Hoffman High’s Class of ’66 prob-
ably orbited “The Pleasant Little City,” on
the first day of school in September 1965,
groovin’ to the super songs of the day, such
as “Satisfaction,” “Help,” “Hang On
Sloopy,” and “Eve of Destruction.”

Popular teachers were Sandra Muller,
Myrna Osnowitz, Layton Shoemaker,
Arnold Schwartz, Marilyn Simon, Lyn
Ballas.

 Janice Pauloski was the President of
the Student Council, and Chris Russo Presi-
dent of the senior class.  Christine
Baranowski was Editor-In-Chief of the year-
book.  Claire Kierst held the same position
on the school newspaper, “Hoffman Hi-
Lites.”  The school play was “Arsenic And
Old Lace,” and it really packed the house.

Some wonderful members of the Class
of ’66 that I’ve known through the years are
Gerald Arose, Paul Bauman (Great guitar
player in the band known as The Citations),
Marilyn “Lynn” Burkard (My wonderful
cousin, now in the educational field), An-
gela DeMarco, Gary Flanagan, William
Garnett (City of South Amboy employee),
Tom Gorman (Top-notch softball player in
the ‘70’s, and Ex-SA Fire Chief), Charles
Hicks, Tom Kelly, Leo McCabe (Former
SA Police Chief), Bob McKeon (South
Amboy Police Officer and Successful busi-
nessman), Pat Podufalski (Wonderful lady),
George Point, Claire Prasnal, John Rowley
(Great guy), Linda Scully, Sandra Skwiat,
Dianne Sloan, Roger Swanton (Childhood
friend, and a U.S. Navy man for many years),
John Szatkowski, John Trotter (Good South
Amboy guy), Elaine Wojciechowski, Bruce
Wood (Great dancer at all the 60’s dances),
Louis Zrebiec (Great guy).  Let’s take a
moment to say a prayer for the late class
members, Gene Switzer, Danny Erickson
and any others who have passed away.

In sports, the boys basketball team,
overloaded with talented underclassmen

turned in a fine (16-6) record under Coach
Ray “Butch” Tomaszewski.  Tony Pelican
(A real role model for me in my rookie
season on the legendary ’64 Mechanicsville
Babe Ruth League baseball team), and Tom
House (Terrific guy) were two of the top
senior athletes.  Tony was also Sports Editor
of the school newspaper.

Cute nicknames of the seniors were:
Tootsie, Pud, Woodsie, Bonnie, Sparky,
Herbie, Peeps, Wild Will, Bert, Emmit.

One of the most popular movies in ’66

Sayreville Day
Vendors

Vendors are being sought for the annual
Sayreville Day celebration. The event will
be held on Sunday, September 17 from
10AM – 4PM at Kennedy Park. The raindate
will be September 24, 2006. For informa-
tion call (732) 390-7070  or e-mail
sayrevilleday@sayreville.com

A Day’s Passing
By Al Gomolka Jr.

Times Poet Laureate
c.2006

My, how my days are passing, passing, pass-
ing
Slyly and wily, unnoticeable to an extent
Does this time of life slip by:
I did that last week
You mean two months ago
At the end of the day
I can’t believe that happened
Three years ago now!
My how you’ve grown
I haven’t seen you since
It’s been that long?
I just don’t have the time
Society sure has changed
I feel so many aches and pains
Boy, he died so young
Generations have passed
Are there any I know still alive?
Until a lifetime comes around
My, how my days are passing, passing, pass-
ing
Where have the years gone?
I can’t remember when
One doesn’t realize as days come and go
Until it creeps up on you
And you don’t have much time left to con-
sider.

was “Dr. Zhivago.”  “Batman” arrived on
TV, and quickly made an impact on the
youth.  “Valley of the Dolls” was the best-
selling book in the U.S.  Miniskirts were
“in,” and men’s hair was getting longer.  The
mod look was popular in ’66, and Hoffman
High School, had a truly outstanding group
of graduates in June.
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Brittany Biesiada

Biesiada Attended Conference

Brittany Biesiada, of South Amboy,
was selected by the Newspaper Association
of America to be a Teen Fellow at the 10th
Annual Youth Editorial Alliance Confer-
ence in St. Louis, Missouri.  The conference
took place from July 22-26 at the Hilton by
the Ballpark.  Brittany was chosen for her

contributions at the Teen Scene section of
the Home News Tribune.  She was one of 13
Teen Fellows chosen from around the coun-
try to attend the conference.

Brittany and the other Teen Fellows
were selected to make a presentation based
on what they believed teens want from a
newspaper, from a teen scene, and from the
Newspaper in Education program.  The pre-
sentation was given to the editors of teen
scene sections and the representatives from
the Newspapers in Education.  The Teen
Fellows also critiqued teen sections from
around the country.  In addition, the Teen
Fellows worked with Jack Kennedy, vice-
president of the Journalism Education As-
sociation, in a writing seminar.

Biesiada was also able to see the sights
in St. Louis, one of which was the Gateway
Arch.  She and the other Teen Fellows were
taken on a ride through the Arch to the top,
where they were able to look down on St.
Louis.  They also took a tour and had dinner
at the new Busch Stadium, home of the St.
Louis Cardinals.

Brittany will be a senior at Cardinal
McCarrick High School this year.  More
info is available at: http://www.naa.org/foun-
dation/yea/.

Kurzawski Honored
Joseph Kurzawski Jr., the owner and

senior funeral director of the Sayreville
Memorial Funeral Home, Inc., a family-
owned and operated funeral home, received
the “Paul Harris Fellow” Award from the
South Amboy/Sayreville Rotary Club for
his ongoing community service and the bet-
terment of the community.

He has served two terms as President of
the South Amboy/Sayreville Rotary Club,
and is presently its Sergeant-at-Arms.  Jo-
seph Kurzawski Jr. is the son of Joseph and
Stella (nee Maliszewski) Kurzawski.  Con-
gratulations!

“Stars & Stripes On
Broadway”

The “Stars & Stripes On Broadway”
flag program is sponsored by South Amboy
Main Street and the City of South Amboy.
American flags are flying from every lamp
pole on Broadway, thanks to the generosity
of many people, businesses, community
groups, the City of South Amboy and espe-
cially, the Public Works Dept.

This South Amboy Main Street Flag
program is a special way to honor someone.
Call the SAMS office at 732-721-0958 to
find out how to sponsor a flag.

Dean’s List
The following local college students

were named to the Dean’s List:
Jeffrey Dingler of Parlin-Rutgers Uni-

versity Mason Gross School of the Arts;
Brandon Mazur of Parlin-Montclair State
University; Joseph Paul Pitonak of
Sayreville-Kean University; Allison
Comerford of Parlin-Monmouth University;
Erin C. Mulvey of Parlin-Boston Univer-
sity.  Congratulations!

Open House At
Longevity Medical

Longevity Medical LLC will offer open
house, “Ask the Doctors” free seminars
beginning September 13, 2006, following a
schedule of the 2nd and 4th Wednesday of
every month.

The open house health talks will cover
current health issues of the time.  A timely
health topic will be covered for the first 20
minutes and the remaining time will be
available for the audience to “ASK THE
DOCTORS” any questions they may have
about any heath care issue.

The open house will take place at the
offices of Longevity Medical LLC, suite
4200 in the South Amboy Medical Center
located at 540 Bordentown Ave. in South
Amboy.

As space is limited please call 732-721-
6789 to reserve your spot.  Refreshments
will be served, so don’t worry about missing
dinner.

PRAYER TO THE BLESSED VIRGIN
(Never known to fail)  Oh, most beautiful flower of

Mt. Carmel, Fruitful vine, splendor of Heaven, blessed
Mother of the Son of God, Immaculate Virgin, assist
me in my necessity.  Oh Star of the Sea, help me and
show me, herein  you are my mother.  Oh, Holy Mary,
Mother of God, Queen of Heaven and Earth!  I humbly
beseech you from the bottom of my heart to succor me
in this necessity.  There are none that can withstand
your power.  Oh, show me herein you are my mother.
Oh Mary, conceived without sin, pray for us who have
recourse to thee (3 times).  Holy Mary, I place this
cause in your hands (3 times).  Say this prayer for 3
consecutive days.  You must publish  it and it will be
granted to you.  Thank you.  M.M.
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Long, Long Ago

1943 or 1944-Pictured outside the sacristy entrance of St. Mary’s Church is the St. Mary’s
Boy Scout Troop 99 after attending Boy Scout Sunday Mass.  Top row (l-r) Phil Jasper,
Frank Meinzer, ?, Dan Harrigan (Real Estate), Jim Coan (Scoutmaster, who was a US
Army Lieutenant just back from the battlefields of Europe in WW II), ?, ?, Bob “Ace”
Hennessey, ?, ?.  Bottom row (l-r) “Bud” Higgins, ?, ?, Alfie O’Connor, ?, Jerry Kelly, ?,
William Houlihan.  Know any of the question marks?  (Photo courtesy of Vince “Bud”
Higgins)

On August 5, South Amboy Cub Scout Pack 391 went on a Tour of the New Jersey Naval
Museum featuring the WW II Submarine the USS Ling. The boys went into the sub & got to
see first hand where the 75 men, worked, ate & slept while on board.
The USS Ling is located at Borg Park 78 River St Hackensack, NJ 201-342-3268 they do
daily tours, for more info go to www.njnm.com
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Fund Raising Event Benefits Children

In Memory of Laura Richardson the
employees of South Amboy Foodtown have
currently undertaken a fundraising event to
benefit her children.

Our dear friend and co-worker, Laura
passed suddenly on July 10, 2006.  Laura
was a loyal employee of Foodtown for 25
years.  Her friendly and warm personality
made her many friends among her co-work-
ers and customers. Laura began working at
Foodtown when she was just 16 years old.
Over the years, we have been there when she
attended the prom, graduated high school,
got married, and gave birth.  Laura has been
a part of our lives for such a long time and we

will miss her very much.
Laura was a devoted mother.  She leaves

behind a teenage son and daughter, Kyle and
Amanda.  We, at Foodtown, felt that the best
way to honor our friend and celebrate her
life was to start a scholarship fund for the
children she loved so much.  So many cus-
tomers have expressed feelings about Laura
that we decided to open this fundraising
event to everyone who wished to donate.

Anyone that wishes to donate just tells
one of the cashiers how much they would
like to give, the cashier rings up the amount
and then the person donating can write their
name on a rainbow and add it to the wall
behind the cashier stands.  So far the re-
sponse has been overwhelming.  We have
filled the original space and have now begun
wrapping the rainbows around the side walls.
100% of all money raised will be turned
over to the Richardson family to benefit her
children.

The fundraising will continue until the
end of August.  Anyone that wishes to do-
nate can either stop by the store or mail a
check to “Laura Richardson Fund” c/o South
Amboy Foodtown, 611 Bordentown Av-
enue, South Amboy, NJ 08879.

Wall of Heroes Will
Return

South Amboy Foodtown would like all
of its customers to know that the wall of
Heroes will return. The wall of “Heroes”
that we are so proud to display will return
soon.  We are temporarily using the space to
mourn one of our own, our employee, our
co-worker, our friend, Laura Richardson.
Laura was an employee for 25 years at
Foodtown when she passed suddenly on
July 10, 2006.

We will return the photos and a “New”
display in that space at the end of our
scholarship fundraising event.  Thank you
for your support, and please continue to
keep our servicemen, servicewomen, and
their families in your thoughts and prayers.
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Obituaries
Cahill, Kevin “Red,” 44, of South

Amboy died on July 11.
Connors, Ruth J., 69, of Sayreville died

on Aug. 1.
Conroy, Leona D. Dominik, 81, of South

Amboy died on Aug. 6.
Crowley, Sylvester J., 91, of Morgan

died on July 22.
Disbrow, Elizabeth Rodziewicz, 76, of

South Amboy died on Aug. 9.
Driscoll, Robert J., 82, of Parlin died on

July 28.
Flannery, Shirley, 81, of Parlin died on

Aug. 5.
Friar, A. Dewey, 95, of South Amboy

died on July 19.
Gerard, Alfred Jr., 73, formerly of

Sayreville died on Aug. 2.
Hickey, Bryan P., 52, of South Amboy

died on Aug. 4.
Hoguta, Elizabeth “Betty” Kurzawa,

86, formerly of South Amboy died on Aug.
4.

Kociolek, Frank, 78, of Sayreville died
on July 31.

Lala, Vincenza “Jean,” of Parlin died
on Aug. 1.

Lasko, Mary Zambrzycki, 92, of
Sayreville died on Aug. 3.

Marks, Evelyn A., 78, of Sayreville
died on Aug. 9.

Michals, Frances, 79, of Parlin died on
July 16.

Miller, Bertha Kish, 82, of Sayreville
died on July 20.

Murasko, Helen M. Kover, 85, for-
merly of South Amboy died on July 12.

Nycz, Frank D., 52, formerly of South
Amboy died on July 28.

O’Connor, John P., 78, of Parlin died
on July 26.

O’Neill, Mary Ellen Murphy, 58, for-
merly of Sayreville died on July 20.

Pietraszka, Sarah M., 99, of Sayreville
died on July 26.

Rao, Filomena, 86, of Parlin died on
July 21.

Richardson, Laura Downes, 41, for-
merly of Morgan died on July 11.

Romano, Joseph, 76, of Parlin died on
Aug. 3.

Ruszala, Anna P., 93, of South Amboy
died on July 21.

Sweeney, Liselotte “Lilo,” 66, of Parlin
died on Aug. 6.

Talbot, Richard J., 79, of Sayreville
died on Aug. 8.

Tomaszewski, Dolores “Dutch,” 62, of
Sayreville died on July 13.

Tomaszewski, Dorothy L., 79, of South
Amboy died on July 31.

Ust, Carol K., 65, of South Amboy died
on July 16.

Wagner, John J. Jr., 80, formerly of
Sayreville died on July 27.

Wiamer, John Jr., 80, of Parlin died on
July 25.

Sayreville Day
Sayreville Day, a community-wide

event, will be held on Sunday, September
17, 2006, from 10AM -4PM at Kennedy
Park on Washington Road, Parlin. The rain
date for the event is September 24, 2006.

The opening ceremony will begin at
11:00AM with an invocation,  an honor
guard, remarks by Mayor Kennedy O’Brien,
and soloist Maggie Bera.

Various kiddie rides will be available
along with a horse and carriage ride, petting
zoo, and pony rides.

A food court will offer American and
ethnic dishes. Phil Raimone of R&R Music
will be the event’s DJ for the day.  Head over
Heeels will be featured at 11:30AM, Patti
Daly and the Kids of the Kingdom will
perform at 12:30PM, Patsy Palma will be
featured in our entertainment circle at 1PM.
Triple H Productions will follow at 2:15PM.
Radio station WMGQ will be at the event.

Stop by the hospitality to sign in and
receive free gifts. Come enjoy this wonder-
ful community day where neighbor meets
neighbor.

For further information contact (732) 390 –
7070 or e-mail sayrevilleday@sayreville.com.
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Assemblyman John Wisniewski (r) presents Toni Swick (l) a proclamation for her dedication
to geriatric care.

Swick Receives Award

Craft Fair/Bazaar
The Eagle Parent Association form

Cardinal McCarrick HS will host its 1st
Annual Summer Craft/Fair Bazaar on Sat.,
Aug. 26 from 9 a.m. until 2 p.m. in the
parking lot of St. Mary’s Elementary School.
Refreshments and snacks will be available
and there will be a 50/50 raffle and Bake
Sale.

All vendors and crafters who are inter-
ested, please contact Monica at the Office of
Advancement at 732-721-0748, ext. 5.
Applications and guidelines can be down-
loaded from: http://cmhsevents.home.att.net

Mrs. Annette “Toni” Swick was
awarded the coveted National Nursing Ad-
ministrator of the Year Award on June 14,
2006 at the annual convention in St. Louis,
Missouri.  At this convention, she received
the National and the Northeast Region
Awards.  She also received the New Jersey
Association of Directors of Nursing Award.
Assemblyman John Wisniewski presented
her with a proclamation from the New Jer-
sey General Assembly commending Toni
for her exceptional care and tireless dedica-
tion to the geriatric population.

Toni Swick has been a Registered Nurse
for over 46 years with 30 of those years
concentrating on long term care and many
years as a Director of Nursing.  Presently she
is at The Briarwood Care and Rehabilitation
Center located at 901 Ernston Road, South
Amboy, NJ.  Briarwood is a 212 bed sub-
acute rehabilitation and long term care facil-

ity that recently received a Certificate of
Achievement award from The New Jersey
Association of Directors of Nursing Admin-
istrators/LTC.
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How To Cope With Heat Emergencies
The summer sun can lift our spirits and

warm our bodies.  Every year summer also
brings head exhaustion and death when
people get too hot, for too long.  “When the
heat and humidity both rise above 90 de-
grees, about 4-10 cases of heat-related ill-
nesses show up each day in the emergency
room at Brigham and Women’s Hospital in
Boston,” says Stephen Bohan, M.D., clini-
cal director of the department.  “That’s as
high as any other single complaint.”

Heat exhaustion is the most common
syndrome complicating physical exertion in
warm or hot weather.  Both the degree of
outside temperature and the intensity of
physical activity play important roles.  In-
tense physical exertion in moderately warm
weather may be as dangerous in this regard
as moderate exertion in hot weather.  Heavy
sweating resulting in dehydration, exces-
sive hyperthermia and failing cardiovascu-
lar functions causes symptoms of heat ex-
haustion.

On average, 371 people die each year in
the U.S. of “excessive heat exposure” ac-
cording to the U.S. Center for Disease and
Prevention statistics from 1979 through
1997, the most recent available.  The death
rate among people age 65 and older is 3
times the average.  The age groups most
adversely affected by the heat are small
children, the elderly, and those infirmed and
bothered by mental illness.  Among people
who are not elderly or impaired, the most
common heat emergencies occur when
people exercise at midday, between 10 a.m.
and 3 p.m. on hot, humid days, and don’t
drink enough fluids.  The body’s cooling
mechanism depends on evaporating perspi-
ration, but if the humidity is really high that
can’t happen, and those people become rap-
idly hyperthermic.

As always, an ounce of prevention is
worth a pound of cure!  Drink plenty of
fluids before, during and after exercising;
wear lightweight, light-colored clothing.  If
you feel not only hot, but lightheaded or
weak as well, it may be time to seek help.

Fishing Flashes
By Teo “Weebles” Weber

Salt Water
Fluke is still “the word” and more keep-

ers, some bigger fish showing up in the bay.
I tried two mid-week fishing trips in July
each trip about three hours in duration at
Sandy Hook Bay near Atlantic Highlands
breakwater.  One trip resulted with a 2lb
Bluefish, a few bite offs and three Fluke
with one keeper.  On the second trip I caught
only one fish, but this was a nice Fluke
around 2lbs.  I’ve heard of two doormats
over 10lbs caught.  One was on the ocean
side of Sandy Hook, the other in the bay at
to T C Buoy on a gulp Squid.  Local beach
fishing is on the slow side with only a few
Bluefish caught.  The flies are making life
miserable too!  Ocean Party Boat fishing is
now excellent for getting those five to fif-
teen pound Bluefish. There are a few big
Striped Bass caught mostly on jigs with a
few small Bonito are mixed in.  A large
number of Bonito have moved into Barnegat
Ridge recently.  Warm waters have resulted
in Sting Rays, which have been caught off
the Seaside pier. Surf action up and down
the coast is mostly Fluke and Kingfish.
Freshwater

Thanks to the heavy rains subsiding,
fresh water action all over the state has gone
back to normal.  Catfish, Carp, Pan Fish,
Largemouth Bass and pickerel are showing
up all over.  Some large Northern Pike have
been caught in the Passaic River near
Fairfield off of

Route 46. Trout fishing has slowed
down due to the very hot weather. The
Delaware River has good action with Small
Mouth Bass and Channel Catfish.
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George Spiecker
Photo by Tom Burkard

Author George Spiecker Has South Amboy Roots
By Tom Burkard

Author George Spiecker, pen name G.R.
Spiecker, has been living in Morgan for a
long time, but still loves South Amboy, the
town that he was born and raised in 72 years
ago.  He has vivid memories of growing up
in the Mechanicsville section of South
Amboy, and spending time in my
“grandfather’s fruit trees.  He had 2 of the
greatest cherry trees on the East Coast,” said
the author of the popular new book “Jill.”

Times were tough for Spiecker back in
his younger years in the 1940’s, as he was
raised entirely by his grandmother.  He said
that, “The neighbors were so accommodat-
ing and really looked out for everyone else’s
children, so I had plenty of family.  Right
across the street was your mother and father,
brothers and sisters.  That was a wonderful
feeling.  I had some good friends in
Mechanicsville including Joe McCarthy,
who I looked up to, and Johnny Antonio.  I
remember sleigh riding on Wilmont Street
in the winter, and it seemed like the snow
lasted forever.  Today there aren’t any hills
around and you have to go to the parks.
Mechanicsville was a lot of fun.”  During his
teenage years, George appreciated the friend-
ship and guidance of Roy Kilcomons and
Joe Kudelka.  “They were always there
when I needed help,” he said.

Spiecker recalled South Amboy being a
smaller town back then, where you knew
everyone.  “People stayed in town.  I mar-
ried my high school sweetheart, and never
moved too far” (Nearby Morgan), he stated.
He continued, “We had our soda shop and
candy stores where we hung out.  Down-
town was downtown, and it was a good old
town.  The younger people of today prob-
ably look at it the same way.”

George was a talented athlete at St.
Mary’s High School, starring in baseball
and basketball. He played varsity ball as a
sophomore in ’50, along with “Bill “Biff”
McKeon and Jack Vail, who were stalwarts
on that good team.  The 1950 Explosion hurt
us, and we only played 8 or 9 games.  It
curtailed the season,” he said.  Spiecker
played for the South Amboy All Stars in the
AAABA Tournament in Johnstown, PA,
that year, and remembered “Skeets”
Skarzynski catching, and Charlie
Kolakowski and Ken Clayback pitching.
Other teammates on the All-Stars were John
Kovaleski, Billy Bouchard, Jerry Connors,
Bob Kenny and Tony Lopez, “who pitched
a beautiful game against Harrisburg.”

In March of 1951, he was a starter on
the South Jersey Group B Championship
basketball team, which was coached by Bill
Garry.  He recalled playing for the title at
Camden.  “It was my first road trip in sports.
We went the night before the game, and we
stayed at the Walt Whitman Hotel, and went
out for dinner.  We were livin’ high”, he
laughed.  The Eagles defeated St. Joseph’s
for the South Jersey crown, but the follow-
ing week “got clobbered” by undefeated St.
Mary’s Elizabeth, who was led by point
guard, Hubie Brown.  George was an All-
State outfielder as a junior in ’51, but was
ruled ineligible for his senior season be-
cause of a ruling by the NJSIAA.

Despite the fact he did not play school
ball in ’52, he was still sought after by pro
scouts.  The Cleveland Indians wanted to

send me to Blair Military Academy, but I
said, no thanks.  He did play for the legend-
ary Briggs team in 1952-54, and that club
featured loads of local talent.  “We had a
good team with the O’Brien Twins, Jerry
Connors, Leo Kedzierski, Frank “Skippy”
Minnick, who was 6 foot and 200 pounds,
and moved like a gazelle at shortstop, and
also Reggie Carney and the Zebros.  I played
centerfield, and when Eddie O’Brien came
home from college, he moved me right out
of the position.  In ’53, we had a good run in
the tourney.

George said that his favorite high school
teammates included Bill “Biff” McKeon,
“Pep” Bennett and Jack Vail, “who was All-
State and All-County in basketball, and a
first baseman in baseball, who pitched in his
senior year.   “Pep” Bennett was an excellent
basketball and baseball player who went on
to star in basketball at the University of St.
Louis.  Luke Lenahan was a tremendous
basketball player who could really get up
there for the rebounds and score.”

Spiecker had a great story to tell about
Vail.  “He went into the Marines and ended
up in Quantico, and came down to Fort Dix,
an pitched against us.  He was a lefty, and I

homered off him.  I took him deep.  Jack
signed with the Giants for a nice bonus.

Praising his old buddy “Biff,” he com-
mented, “He had more talent than anyone
you could ever imagine.  He could hit for
power, throw, good line drive hitter, pretty
good runner.  At Johnstown my second year,
in the first game against Baltimore, he hit a
home run in the 9th inning to tie it, but we
lost 2-1.  In another game, he blasted a grand
slam homer, and a 3-run homer, both going
over the high screen in short left field.  There
was an announcement before the game that
anyone who hit a homer would win a cake,
so he won two cakes and we were throwing
cake around the room.  He drove in 11 runs
that game, and right after signed with the
Braves.

George went into the Army from 1954-
56, serving with the Army Corps of Engi-
neers.

While in Fort Dix during the last leg of
his time in the Army, he played baseball,
and was still followed  by big league scouts,
Gene Thomas of the Pittsburgh Pirates, and
Frank Burke of the New York Giants, who
wanted to sign him.  Thomas offered him a
Class D contract for $200 per month, but
Spiecker, who supported his grandmother
couldn’t live on that amount.  The Pirates
scout than tried to get him to sign by offering
him a pact with a Class C, III League deal,
but George had other plans.

The day after getting out of the military
in 1956, George married his high school
sweetheart, Dixie Connors of South Amboy.
“We were classmates at St. Mary’s, who got
together in homeroom sophomore year.  She
was Class President and I was Vice-Presi-
dent, only because there were more girls in
the class,” he joked.  “I walked her home
after a St. Patrick’s Day Dance, and we’ve
been together ever since,” Spiecker said.
The couple will celebrate their 50th Wed-
ding Anniversary this year.

George became an electrician, working
with Reggie Carney on house-wiring, and
then his step-father got him into the union in
New Brunswick.  “I went through night

school and estimating school, and learned
more about studying when I got out of high
school than when I was in,” he stated.  From
the local union, he went to work with Beach
Electric, and “I liked what I was doing.
They brought me into the office as Superin-
tendent and Contract Manager, and then I
became an Officer, and eventually President
of the company, which was one of the larg-
est contractors in New Jersey.  We did
Giants Stadium, Brendan Byrne Arena,
Oyster Creek Power Plant, and my last big
job before retiring was the Monorail at New-
ark Airport,” said Spiecker.  He retired in
1993.

George and Dixie have six children.
Kevin, Kenny, Darryl, Scott, Laurie and
Debbie.  All of them were talented athletes
at Sayreville War Memorial High School.

So how does a 72-year young, retired
President of a multi-million dollar electric
company decide to write a book called “Jill”?
“I was looking for something different to do
and thought I’d like to try and write it for as
the dedication says, ‘To the loved ones in
my life’, and memories’ sake for my chil-
dren and grandchildren-so they could say
pop or dad wrote this.  I wanted to have
something different and unique, not a cookie
cutter romantic novel, so I came up with this
homeless person.  It was a pleasure writing
the book.  I really enjoyed it.  Writing fiction
is wonderful.  You have a lot of leeway and
liberty.”  The book took George 4-5 months,
cover to cover to complete.  He did it in
Microsoft Word.

Spiecker credits several people in help-
ing him with the book.  His wife Dixie and
friend Bill Lyons, for reading the rough
drafts and encouraging him to get it pub-
lished, Sheila Inman for proof reading and
telling him “it’s a real page-turner.”  Also,
Brian Stratton (SA Times Associate Pub-
lisher, Owner of Scans & More on Broad-
way, South Amboy), for designing the cover.

“Jill” has received outstanding reviews
from locals who have bought and read the
book.  St. Mary’s Pastor, Father Dennis

Weezorak enjoyed it immensely, calling it a
“wonderful story that will take you through
the spectrum of emotions.”  Spiecker said
that, “people have read “Jill,” and come
back and told me that when they read it, they
couldn’t put it down.  A lot of them cried in
the end.  It’s a story of human relations and
well worth the effort to buy and read.”

Spiecker Notebook: George’s most
memorable games were: Baseball-When
playing for the South Amboy AAABA team
in Johnstown, PA in the early ‘50’s, he had
a huge game against Pittsfield, MA, belting
a single, double, and homer and driving in
all 5 runs as SA won, 5-2.  Basketball-In
1950 as a soph for St. Mary’s, he scored 16
points, shooting a perfect 8-for-8 from the
floor against the powerful Sayreville team
that became state champions that year.
*Spiecker fought in the Gold Gloves after
being encouraged by Jim “Troubles”
O’Brien.  Jimmy Hollywood was his trainer,
and Joe Jerome an assistant.  George won his
first 2 bouts, in the 147-Welterweight Class,
before losing in the semis, where he tore
ligaments in his right hand.  *He was re-
placed in center field at St. Mary’s in ’52 by
my brother, Joe Burkard, who became the
Eagles’ lead off hitter.  *His sons Kevin and
Darryl were members of the Sayreville base-
ball team that won back-to-back county
titles in the early ‘70’s.  *When I was 5 years
old, George gave me my first baseball hat, a
black one with Ft. Dix in white letters.  I
wore it everywhere, and by his kindness, he
helped create a “baseball monster.”  *He
enjoys reading poetry, and loves Stephen
King movies.

You can get the book “Jill” by G.R.
Spiecker at www.buybooksontheweb.com
or by calling 1-877-BUYBOOK (289-2665).
To avoid the shipping fee of $4.95, stop in
and get your copy at the O’Ireland shop, 130
North Broadway, South Amboy.  It is also
available at Amazon.com.  Order yours to-
day!  It’s a great read by a very outstanding
and wonderful man!  Congratulations,
George on a truly superb career, and for
writing a fabulous book!
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Confessions Of A
SA Half Court
Basketball Player
Part 8: Dances At Hoffman & Sacred Heart

I know these “confessions” are supposed
to be all about growing up playing basketball
at the tank and the other courts around town,
but after seeing the picture of Roger Johnson
and the Hubcap Band in last month’s edition
of this paper, it has become clear to me that
these articles are about more than that. They
are also about that time of our lives, the early
teen years, our salad days of unsteady, uncer-
tain, but inexorable incursions into beckon-
ing adulthood, of which basketball was but a
part

It’s amazing to me how strong the im-
pressions of those special days were, and
more importantly, how close to our con-
sciousness those memories still exist. Lately,
for example, on every drive through town, the
streets provide a familiar backdrop for shad-
owy ghosts from the past reenacting scenes of
those early experiences and waving and eerily
and calling to me as I drive by each street
corner in town. So it’s not unusual then  that
merely hearing the name, Roger Johnson,
and seeing the band’s picture brought me
right back to the dances where they played
and filled my head  with the songs they were
playing.

I’ll show you what I mean.
Prior to the advent of live bands, South

Amboy was still a music city. In the late
fifties,  there were dances under the stars in
the little courtyard between Hoffman High
school and the old city hall.  Every Friday
night in the summer, “Mr Z” setup the record
player and all the great rock and roll songs of
the era played all night long. All the girls got
out and danced to the fast dance songs, and
the boys hovered in the corners singing along
and looking at the girls dancing and wishing
we had the nerve to join them.

My most vivid memory of those won-
derful nights is of Johnny Kurzawa, who we
knew from little league days as a leading
power hitter, showing his versatility by lead-
ing everybody in a raucous sing-a-long ver-
sion of Lloyd Price’s “Johnny you’re too
Young, but we’re gonna get married, you’re
so young, mine name she’ll carry”.   A song
he thought was written especially for him.

Also, the dances served a very important
function in letting kids from all parts of town
get to socialize together. Let’s face it, South
Amboy is a mighty small town to have three
separate grammar schools, and two separate
high schools, and we were quite insulated
from each other.  Fortunately, the newly
formed little league and those dances drew us
together, so we could become friendly with
and respectful of each other. There in one
spot we were just all “South Amboy kids”.

The dances at Sacred Heart Auditorium.
My God what fun!”.

Right from walking up the steps on the
way into the dances you could already hear
the tease of the music playing and start to feel
the goose bumps of excited anticipation of
some exotic experience in the air.  Then, at the
top of the stairs you paid your fifty cents and
there in front of you was a roomful of seem-
ingly all the young people of the town..e very
last one of them ready to enjoy the music and
each other.

There was a big juke box left of the stage
and it was rocking!  It is a truism that rock and
roll has to be played loud to be appreciated,
and that jukebox was loud, baby, the selec-
tions impeccable, and the music more than
appreciated.  In order to get the full decibel
effect of each song, we sat in a semi-circle
around that jukebox absorbing every ear split-
ting sound wave of Little Richard, Fats
Domino, and Jimmy Reed that our ears could
take.

Here, also, as at Hoffman dances, there
were kids from all over town, but since so
many kids from Hoffman and Saint Mary’s
went to Sacred Heart grammar school, it was
like home to all of us. Also, a lot has to be said
about the adults running the dances who
made us feel at home with that great sense of
Polish hospitality.

The glaring irony of these memories is
that except when the slow songs came on,
only the girls did the dancing.

Since almost all dancing in our culture is
synonymous with romance, all the awkward-
ness that is associated with interacting ro-
mantically with the opposite sex, especially
at an early age, is linked directly with danc-
ing. That’s a real shame, because as a conse-
quence of this we did everything at those
dances, except dance.  Too bad the line dances
weren’t around then. Where was the Electric
Slide when we needed it?

Whoops, it’s time to “change the record,
now”, and I have to get some “dimes” for the
jukebox. Everybody take a break

Next time, Part Two: Showtime: a little
Tommy Lucas and the Hound Dogs, a little
Colonel Cooper’s, and a lot of Roger Johnson
and the Hubcaps.

The Ghost
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John Paul Alfonso of Cliffwood Beach, who
has been acting in local productions for
many years, starred in his final play, (At least
for awhile), “Sweet Charity,” at The Barn in
Thompson Park, Lincroft.  John Paul played
the role of Daddy Brubeck, and had the
crowd of over 200 rolling with his antics in
“The River of Life Church” act.  Alfonso
recently enlisted in the U.S. Army, and will
be serving in the Infantry.  He is the grandson
of Madeline Burkard Bowerman, a ’47
graduate of St. Mary’s, and the great nephew
of SA Times Publisher, Tom Burkard.  (Photo
by Tom Burkard)

Stacy Coppola (l) held the female lead role of
Charity Hope, and Ray Dademo (r) appeared
as her boyfriend, tax accountant, Oscar
Lindquist in the Monmouth County Park
System’s second summer musical
production, “Sweet Charity.”  The actors
turned in an outstanding and energetic
performance.  A special congratulations to
Angela Flynn Knox, the show’s Producer/
Artistic Director, for producing one of the
finest plays we have ever seen.  Thank you,
Angela for a job extremely well done!

Nick and Roz Katko relocated from Sayreville, NJ to Vacaville, California in 1983. Both retired
in the mid 1990s. They stay up to date with local happenings by reading The South Amboy/
Sayreville Times. Their sons, Nick in Kentucky and Dave in Georgia, are also avid SA Times
readers. (Photo by Jerry Smith)
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From The Local Band Archives

Circa 1970’s-The popular Megaton.  Who said Disco is dead!!  C’mon!  (l-r) Eddie “Guitar”
Charles (A.K.A. Mr. Eddie Dill), Victor Rose, Warren Boyle, Mickey Yannich and Bobby
Ligatino.  Checkout the duds, especially the platform shoes!  These guys ruled!  As for
longevity, they played the Rt. 35 strip and beyond for over 35 years!
(Photo courtesy of the Clem Skarzynski Archives)

Circa 1968-Satan’s Jury-A few members from this Sayreville rock band played at the same
CBA concert in 1973 that featured Bruce Springsteen.  Pictured (l-r) Ron Chicalese (bass
who was replaced by Ron Brodzinsky prior to the Springsteen show), Mark Dail (trombone),
Brad Picher (guitar), Larry Schied (drummer who was replaced by Ken Hoguta prior to the
Springsteen show), Mike Glinsky (guitar who left prior to Springsteen), Bruce Liebowitz
(trumpet), Matt Anderson (tenor sax), Ed Merski (keyboards).  Also added to the group prior
to the Springsteen show was Ed Gamble (lead singer), but he was not in the band until the
early ‘70’s.  (Photo/caption courtesy of Matt Anderson)

#1 Country Hits-
Aug. 19th
1990-Next To You, Next To Me-
Shenandoah
1983-He’s A Heartache-Janie Fricke
1976-Say It Again-Don Williams
1968-Heaven Says Hello-Sonny James
1954-One By One-Kitty Wells & Red Foley
1949-I’m Throwing Rice-Eddy Arnold

#1 Pop Hits-Aug.
19th
1993-Can’t Help Falling In Love-UB40
1988-Roll With It-Steve Winwood
1975-Jive Talkin’-The Bee Gees
1960-It’s Now Or Never-Elvis Presley
1952-Walkin’ My Baby Back Home
1946-The Gypsy
1933-Lazy Bones

One Hit Wonders
1986-Tarzan Boy-Baltimora; Let’s Go

All The Way-Sly Fox; Tender Love-Force
M.D.’s; I Wanna Be A Cowboy-Boys Don’t
Cry; Tuff Enuff-The Fabulous Thunderbirds;
When The Heart Rules The Mind-GRT;
Rumors-Timex Social Club; Baby Love-
Regina; Heartbeat-Don Johnson; The Cap-
tain Of Her Heart-Double; The Rain-Oran
“Juice” Jones; Emotion In Motion-Ric
Ocasek; Shake You Down-Gregory Abbott;
The Future’s So Bright, I Gotta Wear Shades-
Timbuk 3; Keep Your Hands To Yoursel-
The Georgia Satellites.

Remembering Bruce’s CBA Concert
By Matt Anderson

I was a member of Satan’s Jury (A
Sayreville-based rock band), who played
with Bruce Springsteen at the Christian
Brothers Academy (CBA) show in the spring
of 1973.  We were an 8-piece horn band who
played a lot of Chicago.  It was a big gig for
us and probably a small gig for Bruce and
the boys.  My memories of the night are a bit
hazy.  I don’t recall what songs Bruce played,
although I vaguely remember the Mitch
Ryder song, “Devil With The Blue Dress.”
The show must have been just after “Greet-
ings From Asbury Park” was released, but
few if any members of my band had heard it,
and it was later that year and in ’74 that the
world “discovered” Bruce.

We were all pretty intimidated by be-
ing on the same bill as Springsteen, who had
a reputation in central NJ from his former
band Steel Mill.  Had we known he was
going intergalactic, we might not even have
showed up for the job.  We did have one
“how stupid were we” moment, when
Clarence Cleamons and Little Steven asked
myself and the two other horn players if we
wanted to sit in on a couple of songs, and we
declined.

As far as the Bruce show went, I don’t
think any of us had any interaction with him,
other than a nod of acknowledgement after
we got offstage.  Although Bruce’s career
hadn’t kicked in quite yet, they were well-
seasoned veterans, and  on a whole different
plane than us.  I think we sounded pretty
good that night, which could’ve prompted
Clarence and Little Steven to ask us to sit in.

The crowd was mostly CBA students
and their dates/friends, and they seemed to
enjoy the show.  We had played a few
dances there previously, so we had some
friendlies in the audience, and Bruce got the
place jumping, although “Bruuuuuuuuuce”
hadn’t been invented yet.  I’m pretty sure
they did an encore which if memory serves
me, was when we got asked to sit in.

The members of Satan’s Jury (aka The
Jury) were: Brad Picher (guitar), Ron
Brodzinsky (bass), Ed Merski (keyboards),
Ken Hoguda (drums), Ed Gamble (lead
singer), Bruce Liebowitz (trumpet), Marcus
Dail (trombone), Matt Anderson (Tenor sax).

I was 21, and the oldest member of the
group at the time we played with Bruce.
College and life in general contributed to
the band falling apart in ’74.  None of us are
musicians any longer.  A few of the found-
ing members of the group, Mike Glinsky,
Ron Chicalese, who left in 1970 are still
active in the music business in California.
Larry Schied also left in ’70, but like most of
us, no longer plays.

It was great to see the article in your
newspaper last month.  You can probably
imagine the skeptical looks I’ve gotten when
I tell people that the band I once played in
opened for Bruce Springsteen.  Someday,
I’ll show the newspaper to my grandchil-
dren.  Perhaps their comment will be ‘Bruce
who’, although I doubt it.  I sure would love
to get a copy of the poster that was put up in
CBA in advance of the show if anybody has
one.  Thanks for stirring up some good
memories.

A PRAYER FOR HEALING
Lord, you invited all who are burdened to come to

You.  Allow your healing hand to heal me.  Touch my
soul with Your compassion for others.  Touch my heart
with Your courage and infinite love for all.  Touch my
mind with Your wisdom, that my mouth may always
proclaim Your praise.  Teach me to reach out to You
in my need.  Help me to lead others to You by my
example.  Most loving Heart of Jesus, bring me health
in body and spirit so that I may serve You with all my
strength.  Touch gently this life which you have created.
Amen -T.B.

New Music
By Phil Rainone, R&R Music DJ’s 732-316-9447

60’s GOLD (Hip-O Records)
What makes this 2 CD set so special,

(check universalmusic.com for a complete
song list) is that they include music from the
obvious to the obscure!  Fun tunes ranging
from R&B, The Miracles “Shop Around” to
garage rock, The Troggs “Wild Thing.”
Most impressive is the inclusion of 60’s
psychedelic garage rockers Blue Cheer
(they’re on tour) with a heavy duty cover of
Eddie Cochran’s “Summertime Blues!”

Sing-a-longs include, “It’s My Party,”
“My Boyfriend’s Back,” and “Wooly Bully.”
Barry McGuire’s “Eve of Destruction” (once
covered by local band The Lincoln Con-
spiracy) is still relevant unfortunately, and
Every Mother’s Son’s hits big, “Come on
Down to My Boat,” with it’s infectious
melody is still cool!  Fun! Fun! Fun!

PURE 80’s    DVD Box   (Hip-O
Records)

Ever wonder what happened to those
one hit wonder bands that made coolly amaz-
ing videos back in the days of MTV?  Thank-
fully, Joe Jackson is still around and A-Ha
has finally bitten the dust (Reel Big Fish
does an over the top, rockin’ version of
“Take On Me!”)  This 3 DVD set, 45 videos,
is divided into Totally New Wave featuring,
let’s say it all together, “The 1st video played
on MTV,” “Video Killed the Radio Star,” by

the Buggles, The Plimsouls’ “A Million
Miles Away,” and Men Without Hats, (one
of the kookiest videos ever) “The Safety
Dance.”  Video Idols features coolly wicked
vids like J. Geils Band’s “Centerfold,”
Quaterflash’s “Harden My Heart.”  You can
also sequence the videos.  I’d leave Tiffany’s
drab cover, Tommy James & the Shondells
“I Think We’re Alone Now,” out.  Featured
on Headbangers Rule are Great White’s
cover “Once Bitten, Twice Shy,” and Faith
No More’s no-fish-were-hurt-during-the-
filming rocker, “Epic.”  In all, a very cool
blast from the past!

JOHNNY CASH –Roots & Branches
(Hip-O Records)

This album is all about Johnny Cash’s
music.  Although it doesn’t contain any
songs by the Man in Black, it does celebrate
the music that inspired him.  Along with the
original recordings of tunes he later made
his own, it offers music of artists who in-
formed and inspired his music.  Johnny died
in 2003 when his last record, “American V”
just came out.  These 16 songs are like a
musical map of the rock, country, gospel,
and blues, featuring Hank Williams, Tin
Harden, and the other “Man in Black,” Roy
Orbison.  These 16 songs are a great place to
start or revive Cash’s musical legacy!
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B.J. Mackiel
(Photo by Tom Burkard)

Legion Playoffs
In the Middlesex County American Le-

gion Playoffs, South Amboy won a thrilling
opening game over Middlesex (15-7), 8-6,
behind the heroics of B.J. Mackiel, who
notched the big “W” in relief, and also
executed a perfect suicide squeeze bunt to
drive in the go-ahead run.  Middlesex loaded
the bases in the last inning, but Mackiel
struck out the final batter to give Coach Jim
Kazanjian’s club the hard-fought victory.
Brett Romer ripped 3-hits including a home
run, and Joe Bartlinski also contributed 3
hits.  Mackiel improved his record to a
perfect (5-0).

SA was knocked out in the double elimi-
nation District 8 Tourney in the first round,
by Msgr. Donovan 4-1, and Vineland 13-8
in the last game.  Coach Jim Kazanjian said
that, “It was a tough ending to a great season.
We have lots of kids coming back next year,
and the future is bright.  We will lose Shane
Connors, and that will be a big loss.”

He added that, “Joe Bartlinski was the
ace f or the tough games, and he is a fierce
competitor.  B.J. Mackiel (5-1) did a great
job!”

In The Colleges
Greg Kuczynski and his sister Lauren

Kuczynski, both excelled in athletics and
academics at Rowan this past year.  Greg, a
freshman, was chosen to the Cross-Country
Coaches Association of America 2005 Men’s
Academic All-America Team, and was also
named a 2005-2006 Rowan Scholar-Ath-
lete Distinction Honoree.

Lauren, a junior who competes on the
swimming team, also earned the Rowan
Scholar-Athlete Distinction Honoree award.
Congratulations to Greg and Lauren!

Sayreville Bowling
Team

Sayreville War Memorial High School
will have its first official bowling team this
year, and will compete in the Greater
Middlesex Conference (GMC).  The team
under coach Michael Weinert has been to-
gether for 2 years, but the conference sched-
ule is completed 2 years in advance, so the
students were put on hold, bowling exhibi-
tion games, in which they fared very well.

2006 Guvs Final
Records

After extensive research on the Central
Jersey Group I state champion South Amboy
Governors (24-4), I found the following to
be the accurate, final Won-Lost records for
the pitchers: Brian Seres 7-2; Joe Bartlinski
5-0; Jared Mundy 5-0; Joe Bongiorno 4-0;
Joe Magnifico 2-0; Joe Tarallo 1-2.

Did You Know?
Cardinal McCarrick’s football star,

Mike Domenichetti led the GMC in receiv-
ing yardage in 2004 with 674 yards on 43
receptions.

Whatever Happened To Art?
By Elaine Scott

Around the time Ben Casey and Dr.
Kildaire were hits on TV; songs by Bobby
Rydell, Roy Orbison, and Dion were climb-
ing the charts; and Tab Hunter, Troy
Donahue, and Rock Hudson were box office
draws, whispers about another man first
started being heard.  His name was Art.
That’s all, just Art.  By the mid-‘60s, when
Clint Eastwood was making Spaghetti West-
erns; albums by Donovan, Bob Dylan, and
Tom Jones were flying off the shelves; and
TV audiences were getting pretty darned
bored with Lawrence Welk’s old bubble
routine, this guy, Art, was being talked about
more and more in the movie industry.

As the ‘60s passed into the ‘70s, Art’s
popularity kept increasing, until finally
reaching its peak in the ‘80s.  Yet, all through
that time, Art’s true identity had remained a
secret.  We were never told his last name;
never saw his photo; never knew where he
called home, not even what he did for a
living.  All we had ever known about him
was that he had actresses going au naturel,
and when they did, all of them said they were
doing it “for Art’s sake.”  The ‘90s seems to
have ended Art’s appeal, as all the wannabees
and the has-beens no longer even mentioned
his name at all.

Before Art’s surge in popularity, Mod-
esty had reigned in the entertainment busi-
ness, as well as in our American way of
living.  In those days, when the movies tried
to imitate life, Modesty had even been con-
sidered a virtue.  After Art’s, somewhat,
incognito arrival on the scene, Modesty was
almost totally ignored and seldom seen.  It
just wasn’t “hip” nor “cool” to have Mod-
esty in the movies any longer.  Soon, TV
networks started being effected by Art, and
life somehow reversed gears by imitating
what was seen on the screens, instead of the
other way around.

In TV’s infancy, all shows had been
“family fare,” so much so that a married
couple like Lucille Ball and Desi Arnez
were shown to have twin beds in their TV
set’s bedroom.  Offensive language of any
kind had been banned as the networks strived
to insure clean and wholesome entertain-
ment.   Due to Art’s prominence on the big

screen, TV programs began having a more
mature content in the early ‘70s, and so, too,
did the commercials.  “My man wears En-
glish Leather, or he wears nothing at all,”
and the Noxzema Shaving Cream commer-
cial in which the blond woman said in a
Swedish accent,  “Take it toff; take it tall
off,” as a man shaved to very recognizable
“take it toff” music, were but “signs of the
time.”   Quickly, one barrier was broken
after another, and when the ‘80s came, bring-
ing with it cable, VCRs and, later, lock
boxes, no “fences” were left standing.  What
had been done initially for Art’s sake, some-
how, had wormed itself into the fabric of our
daily lives.  Nothing was left unsaid; noth-
ing remained private; and nothing was kept
from the eyes and ears of America’s most
precious assets, our very impressionable
youth.

Life seems to be like a huge pendulum,
always swinging back and forth.  Now, it
appears to be slowly swinging towards the
other side again, bringing back quality mov-
ies.  Good, clean entertainment in theaters
has re-emerged, and it’s been breaking box
office records.  Modesty has also been mak-
ing a slow comeback in the movies, just a
little more tawdry in appearance and brassy
in attitude.  Hopefully, in time, we’ll start
seeing her re-emerge on the little screen,
too.

I still have some unanswered questions,
though, about that guy, Art, whose legacy
continues to impact all of our lives.  Who
exactly was he, and whatever happened to
him?  What was the real reason for his
popularity?  Could it, possibly, be that noth-
ing had ever been done for Art’s sake at all?
Personally, I wouldn’t be surprised to one
day learn that the name, Art, had just been
another alias for the internationally well-
known and ever popular Almighty Buck.  If
so, my questions would then be answered, as
all of us already know the powerful attrac-
tion the Almighty Buck has always held for
some people.

(Elaine “Holton” Scott may be con-
tacted at siteseein526@aol.com.)

Sayreville Swish

Swish Places 3rd in National Tourney
The Sayreville Swish, named the 12U

New Jersey State Division II Champs back
in May, traveled to Mason, Ohio to compete
in the AAU National Championship Tour-
nament. Sixty-one teams from across the
United States participated, with the Swish
being the only team from New Jersey.  After
suffering a loss in the first round of tourna-
ment play, the team regrouped and came
back to win six games in a row.  The Swish
sent home teams from Alabama, New Hamp-
shire, Connecticut, Virginia, and two teams
from Ohio as they made their way to the
National Classic Ultimate Four.  On July 6th
the Sayreville Swish was awarded bronze
medals and a team trophy for 3rd Place in the
AAU Girls Basketball National Classic.

Congratulation to team members Lexie Born,
Shea Coyle, Vicki Drici,  Olivia Gorczynski,
Adrianna Macaro, Sydney Ransom, Paige
Tannenhaus, Shannon Waters, and Jamie
Williams, head coach John Meyer, assistant
coaches Ed Gorczynski and Terry Drici, and
team manager Nancy Tannenhaus on this
outstanding accomplishment.  The entire
Swish team would like to extend sincere
thanks to all our friends and businesses in the
community who contributed to our
fundraising effort and thereby enabled us to
participate in this awesome event.† Special
thanks to South Amboy’s Broadway Bagels
and Foodtown, and Sayreville’s ShopRite,
WaWa and Quick Check (Washington Road)
for allowing us to can shake at their locations.
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LOCAL SPORTS MEMORY MACHINE
By Tom Burkard

Glory Days In
Local Sports

T.H.E.
Game

By Tom Burkard

From The Sports Archives

1946-Pictured is the first unbeaten, untied Sayreville Bombers football team, that won the
CJ Group 1 title with a perfect (8-0) record.  Bottom row (l-r) Meirose, Semasko, Nicewicz,
Marcinczyk.  2nd row (l-r) Witczak, Bailey, Dill, Johansen, Koscinski, Janiker, Ed Mosakowski,
Ben Zaleski, Connors.  3rd row (l-r) Batko, Gaspich, Stan Wlodarczyk, Vasquez, Albert,
Chudkowski, Tischler, Ed Albin, Henry Zaleski.  Top row (l-r) Henry Counsman (Assistant
Coach), Charles Derent, Walt Strach, Paul Janocha, Callahan, Swiderski, Ed Szot, Ed
Homan, Bob Mytnick, Joe Januszewski, Frank Mytnick, John Wojcik, Capt. Walt Olender,
Vince Abbatiello (Head Coach).

1943-Sayreville High’s
football team topped Toms
River, 13-6.  John Johansen re-
covered a blocked punt and raced

25-yards for a touchdown.
Homer Dill scored a TD on a
1-yard plunge, and Johansen

kicked an extra point.  1958-In addition to
firing a 3-hitter and striking out 11, winning
pitcher Charlie Conroy blasted a home run
to lead St. Mary’s baseball club to an 8-2
victory over Red Bank Catholic.  Pat Mullane
and Tom “Tex” Leonard drilled 2 hits apiece.
1965-Sayreville defeated Piscataway, 5-0
in baseball action.  Ray Braisted was the
winning pitcher.  George Armstrong ham-
mered a triple and drove in 4 runs, while
Charlie Lynch banged a two-bagger.  1976-
St. Mary’s girls softball squad upset Holmdel
in the state tourney, 8-4.  Kathy Redling hit
for the cycle, going 4-for-4 including a 3-
run homer.  Winning pitcher, Sue Wilson
fired a 5-hitter.  1981-Hoffman’s baseball
team rapped Ranney Prep, 12-0.  Junior
shortstop, John Mulligan belted 2 doubles
and had 5 RBI in support of brother Tom
Mulligan, a senior, who was the winning
pitcher, and notched 7 K’s in 3 innings.
1995-Hoffman girls soccer club opened its
season with a 4-0 shutout over Mother Se-
ton.  Hanna Glomska, April Elyea, Carolyn
Shultz and Jessica English each scored a
goal for the Lady Guvs.

Year-1968
Sport-Baseball
Teams-Sayreville vs. Woodbridge
Recap-Senior lefty, Reggie Carney was

fabulous, as he fired a brilliant no-hitter to
defeat Woodbridge, 6-0.  Carney took a
perfect game down to the last pitch, but
walked a Barron on a 3-2 count with 2 outs
in the 7th inning.  He also struck out 12, and
added an RBI on a sacrifice fly.  Tri-captain,
Nick DeBiase pounded an RBI double, while
Joe Gabel pulled off a beautiful steal of
home after blasting a triple.  Bob Rodziewicz
contributed 2 hits to the Bombers’ attack.

MVP-Reggie Carney.

Diamond Dust
1964-South Amboy Babe Ruth League-

Mechanicsville Fire Co. 12 Morgan Lions 7.
Winning pitcher, Billy Clayton fired a 2-
hitter, struck out 8, and laced 2 hits.  Everett
Mercer took the loss.

1965-AAABA-East Brunswick 6 South
Amboy 1.  SA lost its season opener, despite
2 hits from Vince Wisniewski.

1968-Sayreville Senior Softball (Fast
Pitch) League (Playoffs) Sayreville Bar 9
Bill’s Tap Room 0.  Don Miller fired a 2-
hitter, and John Pyonteck blasted a home
run and 3 singles.

1975-South Amboy Little Fellas
League-Enterprise 11 Progressive 2.  John
Stefanski ripped 4 hits and had 5 RBI.

1975-SA Girls Softball League-Giants
22 Rangers 3.  Winning pitcher, Sharon
Pawlowski had a huge game with 3 doubles,
a triple, and 7 RBI.

1977-SA Girls Softball League-Rang-
ers 15 Giants 9.  Janet Durski ripped 2
singles and a double for the winners.

1983-SA Midget League-Astros 10
Rangers 3.  Jimmy Holovacko unloaded a
home run.

Local Sports
History

Late 1940’s-South Amboy Men’s Base-
ball League

Nelson’s nipped McKeon’s 5-4.  Win-
ning pitcher, Ben Piechocinski got 2 hits,
and teammate, John Kovaleski also chipped
in with 2 hits.  Ed O’Brien and Jerry Connors
got 2 hits apiece for McKeon’s.

The Lineups:
Nelson’s 5
Read cf  Kovaleski 2b Marcinczyk 3b

Jack Zawacki ss Kozlowski lf Joe Rush 1b
Wisniewski c Jerry Kelly rf Piechocinski p.

McKeon’s 4
E. O’Brien lf John O’Brien 3b Kelly cf

Bob Eppinger rf  Jack McKeon c Connors p
Bob “Ace” Hennessey ss Bill “Biff” McKeon
3b Al “Alfie” O’Connor 1b.

Late 1940’s-Interboro League
South Amboy A.A. hammered

Sayreville S.C., 16-0.  Jack McKeon went 4-
for-4 with 2 doubles.  Jimmy Croddick
blasted a 400-foot moon-shot home run, and
Reggie Carney rocketed a triple with the
bases loaded, to lead SA to its 11th straight
victory.  Ed Jankowski was the winning
pitcher in relief of Ed “Lefty” Zebro, who
left with a sore arm.

The Lineups:
South Amboy 16
Connors 3b Joe Crowe lf Carney 2b

Croddick lf Johnny Zebro ss Leo Kedzierski
rf Frank “Box” Zebro 1b McKeon c E.
Zebro p.  Reserves-Frank “Skip” Minnick ss
O’Brien 1b Jankowski p Ray Stockton ph.

Sayreville 0
*E. Kapushy 2b Gutkowski 3b Wozniak

lf Rupp 1b Smith c Mytnick cf *Kapushy ss
*Maskowski rf Sebastian p.

NOTE: If anyone knows the correct
spelling of the names with an asterisk *
please let us know.  Also, first names of any
of the players on South Amboy or Sayreville
would be appreciated.

Kreiger Starred For
Sayreville

Brian Kreiger was also a key player for
Coach John Wortley’s talented 1969
Sayreville Bombers baseball team.  Kreiger,
along with Blue & Gray teammates, Kenny
Lyon, Gary George, Bob Gaspartich and
John Thorsen graduated from St. Mary’s
Grammar School in ’65.  As I mentioned last
month, it would have certainly made things
interesting at St. Mary’s High, if they had
chosen to attend there instead of Sayreville.
It sure makes one wonder just how great
Head Coach Tom Otto’s South Jersey Paro-
chial B State Champs (13-11) could have
been with those 5 baseball standouts wear-
ing Blue & Gold.

Answers
1.None!  The most he struck out was

93in ’23.  2.Joe Medwick, a native of
Carteret, NJ, playing for the St. Louis in ’37,
he hit 31 HR’s, had 154 RBI, and a .374 avg.
3.George Sternweiss in 1945.  4.Carl
Yastrzemski .301 in 1968.  5.Lou Gehrig
15!  6.He kept his hands 2-3 inches apart on
the bat for more control of his swing.  7.Babe
Ruth hit .393 in 1923, but did not win the
title, as Harry Heilman of Detroit batted
.403.  8.Gladys Gooding, the Organist!

So You Thought You
Knew Baseball?
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Veilleux Fired No-
Hitter

1979-Hoffman High’s ace junior
pitcher, Marty Veilleux fired a sensational,
8-inning no-hitter, to lead the Guvs to a
thrilling 1-0 CJ Group I quarterfinal win
over Keyport.  Veilleux struck out 5, walked
3, and hit one batter.  Marty Carey doubled
with one out in the 8th, and Randy Neumann
singled him in with the game winner.

South Amboy HS
Nickname

South Amboy’s Charlie Koerner re-
sponded to last month’s question, “What
was South Amboy High School’s nickname
before it was named Hoffman High School
in the 1930’s?”  He said that his late father-
in-law, Jim “Bootsie” Inman, who was an
all-around athlete for SA, once told him that
the school did not have a nickname.

Who’s Uniform?  Does anyone know who wore uniform number 8 on the now legendary
Briggs baseball team?  The club was a powerhouse, and played in various state and national
tournaments from the late 1940’s through the 1950’s.  Liz McCarthy of South Amboy came
across this beautiful Briggs uniform recently, and asked The SA Times to see if any of our
readers knew what year this was from, and who wore this way back when.  If you know, send
us an e-mail at: satimes@aol.com.

So You Thought You
Knew Baseball?

By Mike Hunt
1.How many times did Babe Ruth strike out
100 or more times in a season?
2.What “local” ballplayer won the National
League Triple Crown?
3.What Yankee won the AL batting title with
only a .309 batting average?
4.Who had the lowest batting average to win
the AL batting crown?
5.What Yankee holds the team record for
career steals of home?
6.Ty Cobb was the greatest hitter in baseball
history (.366 lifetime).  What was unusual
about his batting style?
7.What Yankee came closest to hitting .400
in one season?
8.Who played for the Brooklyn Dodgers
baseball team; the New York Giants football
club, and the NY Knicks basketball team?

Answers on Page 18
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WWW.?

Hopefully this will be easier than last month’s contest.  Does this look familiar to you?  There
are two acceptable answers.  Send your answers to: satimes@aol.com.
(Photo by Tom Burkard)

Reader Feedback

No Winners
For the first time in about 1 1/2 years

since our popular WWW.? monthly contest
began, there were no correct answers or
winners.  The photo was so difficult to
identify, that only a handful of people at-
tempted to take a guess.  The cemetery was
incorporated many years ago under the offi-
cial name of United Brothers Israel Mordecai,
which is the correct answer.  It is also re-
ferred to as Beth Ohr Cemetery.  Jim Phillips
of South Amboy mentioned that it was also

known as Forgotsen’s Cemetery, apparently
many years ago, as we couldn’t verify that.
A few of the incorrect answers were: The
Jewish Cemetery on Ernston Road; The
Congregation Beth Ohr Cemetery on Ernston
Road in Sayreville; St. Mary’s Cemetery;
Sacred Heart Cemetery.

*A special thank you to Lisa of the Beth
Ohr administration office for the informa-
tion!

Banquet Photo-Claire Kuhn identified
quite a few people who were pictured in The
SA Times “From The Sports Archives” ban-
quet photo on page 18 last month.  She
mentioned the following: Bob Poetsch,
“Butch” Tomaszewski, Frank English,
George Mahoney, Jim Croddick, Gene
Dobrzynski, John Zdanewicz, Frank

Kennedy and Ware (First name is unknown).
Regarding Jim Phillips question on the

South Amboy K of C’s former location-
Jerry Connors said, “The Knights of
Columubs was at one time located on the
200 block of David St., between the Lyons
and Armstrong homes, just below Stevens
Ave.”

Mystery Lady
The picture of the “Mystery Lady” on

page 23 of last months SA Times drew a few
identifications.  Tom Kvist of South Amboy,
and Claire Kuhn of South Amboy both said
that the woman is Cecil Letts.  Former South
Amboy resident, Jerry Connors believes she
is Edna Chase.  Does anyone know for sure?

LETTER
Dear Editor,
In last month’s Times edition there was

interest in the location of the first Knights of
Columbus Council #426 building.  I ac-
quired the following information from notes
compiled by the late Past Grand Knight,
James Harrigan, who was in the process of
researching the history of the Council when
he passed away.

Council #426 purchased a lot on May 1,
1907.  It was located next to St. Mary’s
Grammar School on Augusta St. between
the Finley and Brophy properties.  The con-
tractor William H. Munn built a one story
building for the price of $1550.  The size of
the building was 18 ft. by 50 ft., with a small
interior foyer at the right side front eleva-
tion.  There was a small kitchen at the rear
wall, together with a lavatory adjacent to it.
The building was completed in Oct. 1909.
The first meeting in the new hall was held on

On a recent cruise aboard the Norwegian Star, locals had a great time.  Pictured with Tony
G. (c), are Marge Gorczyca, Claire Noble, Clare Bouchard, and friends.

2007 Trip To Europe
A trip is planned in 2007 for Vienna,

Budapest and Prague.  If interested, call
732-525-5303.

Nov. 3, 1909.
Council #426 purchased a house on

David St. in the year 1922.  It was recorded
in the building minutes of the Oct. 4th meet-
ing, that a house party was planned for Nov.
16th.  The building was sold in 1949.

The present building on Fourth St. was
built and dedicated in 1952.  The contractor
was Ed Munn.

William Coman, PGK
Council #426
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Batiuk-McKevitt

Kenneth Sr. and Carol Batiuk of South Amboy
announced the engagement of their daughter,
Kimberly Ann Batiuk, to Joseph James
McKevitt of Morgan, son of Larry and Betty
Ann McKevitt of Sayreville.
Ms. Batiuk is a graduate of South Amboy HS,
Montclair State University, with a Bachelor’s
degree in Biology, and Middlesex CC/
UMDNJ, with an Associate’s degree in
nursing.  She is a Registered Nurse at Robert
Wood Johnson University Hospital at
Rahway.
Her fiancé is a graduate of Bishop George
Ahr HS, and Seton Hall University, with a
Bachelor’s degree in Criminal Justice and a
Minor in Sociology.  He is a K-9 Police Officer
with the New Jersey Transit Police Dept.,
Newark.  Their wedding will be Sept. 22,
2007.

Storytime/Ice Cream-South Amboy Mayor John T. O’Leary reads a book called “Rainbow
Fish” to local children at the first-ever, Community Storytime at Train Plaza on Broadway.
Baskin-Robbins provided FREE ice cream after the reading.  The highly successful and
enjoyable event was sponsored by the Sadie Pope Dowdell Library and South Amboy Main
Street.  (Photo by Tom Burkard)

Students from the Samsel Upper Elementary School Summer Enrichment Program presented
a play entitled “The New Jersey Tea Party” on August 2, 2006.  New Jersey played a very
important part in the quest for independence during the American Revolutionary War, and
the children wanted to share this knowledge with the community.

A Message From S.A.N.D.
Dear Parents:
How many times do your children say that they are bored?  Or say, “Mom there is

nothing to do”.
Well the S.A.N.D. Association has tried to fill that empty gap for your children, by

having the Pre Teen Dances.
We know it is only once a month for a three (3) hour period, but they do get out, are

entertained by a DJ, they dance, sing, socialize with their peers, have fun and win prizes and
contests.  The Association has tried to keep the cost down for admission, food and beverages
even though their expenses have increased over the past four (4) years.

This past school year over 800 pre teens attended our dances.  We would love to
continue having these dances, but we are appealing to you for HELP.  Moms, dads,
grandparents, aunts, uncles, big brothers and big sisters (over 18)....We must have
volunteer chaperones or we will not be able to continue the dances in the future.

The association wants your children to be in a safe, protected environment for these
dances.  We need at least five (5) chaperones per dance to help.

Do the math; we had over 800 preteens attending the dances that would be over 1600
potential volunteers.  How many chaperones did we have?

Members of the S.A.N.D. Association that volunteer for these dances do not have
preteen age children that attend the dances but still they come to setup the room and handle
the kitchen.  Following the dance, these volunteers put the room back together and clean
the entire senior center, including the kitchen and bathrooms.  Have you ever leaned up after
85-100 partying preteens?

We would also like to take this opportunity to thank Mayor John T. O’Leary and Mary
Lou DeBlis, Director of Recreation/Senior Citizen Center, for letting us use the Senior
Center.

If a parent comes as a chaperone, their child will have FREE ADMISSION to the next
months dance.

If you plan to send your teen to the dances or you can offer help, please send the below
information to:

S.A.N.D. Association
P.O. Box 3006
South Amboy, NJ 08879
Teen’s Name__________________________________________
Address______________________________________________
Contact Phone #_______________________________________
School & Grade_______________________________________

Knights Choose
Officers

The South Amboy Knights of Colum-
bus Council 426 have picked their new slate
of officers for the 2006-07 year.  Grand
Knight-Frank Januszak, Deputy Grand
Knight-Craig Biesiada, Chaplin, Deacon
Rich O’Brien, Chancellor-David O’Connor,
Recorder-Wayne Castello, Financial Secre-
tary Rick O’Connor, Treasurer-Steve
Schmid, Lecturer-Ray Wesley, Warden-
Rich Keich, Inside Guard-Gregg
Malkiewicz, Outside Guard-Stan Opilinski,
Trustee 3rd Year-Leo DiGiulio, Trustee 2nd
Year-Allen Chodkiewicz, Trustee 1st Year-
Tom Pearson, Steward-George Kardos.

50th Anniversary
Rudy and Judy Neumann of South Amboy
celebrated their 50th Wedding Anniversary
on July 28th.  The couple enjoyed a dinner
cruise aboard the Cornucopia with their
children, grandchildren, great granddaughter,
as well as many family members.  The couple
was married on July 28, 1956.
Congratulations!

OLV Oktoberfest
Our Lady of Victories Parish will hold

their 3rd annual Oktoberfest on Saturday,
October 24, 2006,  from 7PM-11PM in
Monsignor Dalton Hall on Main Street in
Sayreville. Bernie’s Orchestra will again
provide entertaining German music. The
Bayern Verein dancers will entertain
throughout the evening. A delicious Ger-
man meal will be served along with mouth-
watering German desserts. German beer,
wine, soda, and water will be available all
evening. Tickets are $30.00 for adults, $25.00
for seniors 65 years or older, and $10.00 for
children ages 3 – 10. . Tickets  can be
purchased by calling  Teri at (732)727-
7639. Tickets will be sold after all weekend
Masses beginning on September 10th. No
tickets will be sold at the door.

OLV Street Fair
Our Lady of Victories Street Fair will

be held on Saturday, September 30, 2006,
from 1PM – 8PM on the Parish grounds on
Main Street on Sayreville. The raindate is
Saturday, October 7, 2006. The street fair
will offer delicious ethnic foods from the
food court such as kielbasi and sauerkraut,
pierogies, and sausage, in addition to the
Seafood Garden and the Philippine Barbe-
cue, and Beer Garden.

Entertainment will be provided through-
out the day by Joann and Joe Walter, FOG,
601 Crew, and 9South. 50/50 drawings will
also go on throughout the day with a Super
50/50 being drawn at the end of the evening.
Wheels of chance will be available as well as
pull tabs. Kids games and attractions will
also be offered such as a sidewalk chalk art
contest, face painting, and indoor games
throughout the day.

Bring the entire family for a fun-filled
enjoyable autumn experience.

For further information contact the par-
ish office at (732) 257-0077.
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Pictured are the South Amboy Recreation Dept. Summer Counselors for 2006: Front row (l-
r) Regan Rone, Danielle Morales, Candace Russell, Colleen Cyriax, Victoria Russell, Alison
Lampart, Kristen Housman, Jaclyn Keegan.  Back row (l-r) Tim Felice, Tracie Szatkowski,
Randy Fallon, Jared Gonsalves, Stephanie Kasics, Suzie Smith. (Photo by Tom Butkard)

Summer Arts & Crafts Program
The City of South Amboy Recreation

Dept. sponsored the Summer Arts & Crafts
Program at 6 parks for the entertainment of
the youngsters.  The highly-successful pro-
gram ran from June 26-August 4.  Mary Lou
DeBlis, Director of Recreation would like to
introduce the Supervisor and counselors who
worked at these parks.

Karen Charmello Koestler, Assistant
Recreation Supervisor, started with the pro-
gram in 1985 as a Counselor, moving up to
her current position in 1988.

Candace Russell, South Pine Avenue
Park, is a 2001 graduate of South Amboy
HS, and a 2006 graduate of Kean University
with a Bachelors Degree in Early Child-
hood.  This was Candace’s 6th and final year
with the program.

Regan Rone, Barkalow Street Park, is a

2002 graduate of South Amboy HS and a
2006 graduate of Jacksonville University,
with a degree in Physical Education.  This
was Regan’s 5th and final year with the
program.

Timothy Felice, John Ciszewski Park,
Conover Street, is a 2002 graduate of Bishop
Ahr HS and a 2006 graduate of the College
of New Jersey with a degree in accounting.
This was Tim’s 4th and final year with the
program.

Suzanne Smith, David Street Park, is a
2002 graduate of South Amboy HS and a
2006 graduate of the University of Dela-
ware with a degree in Mathematics.  This
was Suzie’s 5th and final year with the
program.

Randy Fallon, August Charmello Park,
Conlogue Avenue, is a 2002 graduate of

South Amboy HS and is majoring in Crimi-
nal Justice at Kean University.  This was
Randy’s 5th year with the program.

Stephanie Kasics, Second Street Park,
is a 2003 graduate of South Amboy HS, and
is majoring in Elementary Education/En-
glish at Kean University.  This was her 4th
year with the Rec.

Danielle Morales, Barkalow Street Park,
is a 2003 graduate of South Amboy HS and
is attending Berkley College, majoring in
Fashion Marketing/Management.  This was
Danielle’s 3rd year with the program.

Tracie Szatkowski, August Charmello
Park, Conlogue Avenue, is a 2004 graduate
of South Amboy HS and is entering her
junior year at St. John’s University, major-
ing in Sports Management.  This was Tracie’s
3rd year with the program.

Alison Lampart, David Street Park, is a
2004 graduate of South Amboy HS and is
attending William Paterson University,
majoring in Early Childhood Education/
Sociology.  This was Alison’s 3rd year with
the Rec.

Jared Gonsalves, South Pine Avenue
Park, is a 2003 graduate of South Amboy HS
and is attending Middlesex County College,
majoring in Psychology.  This was his 2nd
year with the program.

Kristin Housman, John Ciszewski Park,
Conover Street, is a 2005 graduate of Cardi-
nal McCarrick HS and is attending Kean
University, majoring in Psychology.  This
was Kristin’s 2nd year with the program.

Colleen Cyriax, Second Street Park, is
a 2004 graduate of Bishop Ahr HS and is
entering her junior year at Fairleigh
Dickinson University, majoring in Psychol-
ogy.  This was Colleen’s 2nd year with the
rec.

Jaclyn Keegan, August Charmello Park,
Conlogue Avenue, is a 2005 graduate of
South Amboy HS and is entering her sopho-
more year at St. John’s University, majoring
in Sociology.  This was Jackie’s 1st year
with the program.

City Gets New
Slogan

South Amboy officials announced a
new city slogan, “I Love This Place.”  The
City of South Amboy, Main Street South
Amboy and the SAND Resident Associa-
tion have received permission to legally use
it, and plan to print it on banners, tee shirts
and other items for marketing purposes.

Ust Hired As Rec
Director

Jerry Ust was recently hired as
Sayreville’s new Recreation Director, re-
placing Mickey Sedlak, who retired after
serving the Borough for 56 years.  Ust was
chosen from a field of 40 applicants for the
position.  His starting salary will be $69,500
per year.  Best of luck, Jerry!

Valedictorians,
Salutatorians

Congratulations to the local Valedicto-
rians and Salutatorians for the Class of
2006:

Cardinal McCarrick HS-Valedictorian-
Nicolette Kontor; Salutatorian-Danielle
Lussier.  South Amboy HS-Valedictorian-
Chris Buczynski; Salutatorian-Christopher
Bryant.  Sayreville WMHS-Valedictorian-
Sonal Gandhi; Salutatorian-Tina Varghese.

Wisniewski
Appointed Co-Chair

Assemblyman John S. Wisniewski was
appointed by Assembly Speaker Joseph J.
Roberts Jr., to serve as co-chairman of one of
4 bicameral, bipartisan joint committees that
have been created to lead the state
Legislature’s unprecedented special session
on property tax reform.  Roberts said
Wisniewski will help lead the Joint Legisla-
tive Committee on Government Consolida-
tion and Shared Services.

Roberts said, “As a 10-year veteran of
the legislature, and as one of our caucus’
more active leaders, he will make an excel-
lent co-chairman.”

Wisniewski stated, “Obviously this com-
mittee has its work cut out for it, from fight-
ing against home rule to creating true econo-
mies of scale that will reduce government
duplication at all levels without affecting the
services New Jersey residents have come to
expect.  As the Governor and Speaker have
said, ‘We have a chance to make history.’  It
is long past time that New Jerseyans had
government that was truly responsible and
affordable.”
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Pictured is the site where the Borough of Sayreville’s 9-11 Memorial is being built on
Washington Road in Parlin, located near Burke’s Park.  (Photo by Tom Burkard)South Amboy resident, Carolyn Nappe(l).

and Library Trustee, Kathy O’Grady(r) are
pictured at The Sadie Pope Dowdell’s Tea
Party.  Also featured was local author G.R.
Spiecker who spoke about his new book,
“Jill”. (Photo courtesy of Elaine Gaber, Library
Director)

4th Degree Officers
Chosen

The Fourth Degree Knights of Colum-
bus John F. Brady Assembly of South
Amboy, has selected its slate of officers for
2006-07 Columbian year.  Faithful Naviga-
tor-Stephen Krupski, Faithful Captain-Vic-
tor Reyes, Faithful Pilot-James Smith, Faith-
ful Comptroller-Edward Marks, Faithful
Admiral-Michael Roemer, Faithful Purser-
Stephen Schmid, Faithful Scribe-Robert
Bove, Faithful Inner Sentinel-Brent Smith
Sr., Faithful Outer Sentinel-Brent Smith Jr.,
Faithful 3rd Year Trustee-Albert Leschinski,
Faithful 2nd Year Trustee-Brian
McLaughlin, Faithful 1st Year Trustee-
George French.

40 Years Ago

August 1966-The old St. Mary’s High School was demolished by workers, three months
after the fire.  Pictured top is a close up of schoolyard side, and bottom are 4 high school
boys watching their old school come down on the Augusta Street side.  Can anyone guess
who the boys are even though you can’t see their faces?  The one we’re not sure of is the
boy on the right.  Send your answers in to: satimes@aol.com.  The answers next month.
(Photos courtesy of Bill Coman)

NEXT
ISSUE

SEPT. 16TH
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