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This is the exclusive photo and art work which was used for the cover of “New Jersey
Municipalities” magazine of New Jersey State League of Municipalities.  Pictured (l-r)
Planning Board Chairman George Forrer, Board of Adjustment Chairman James Riehl,
Mayor John T. O’Leary, Redevelopment Agency Chairwoman B. Judith Lecki, and Council
President James Reick pictured in front of a tile mural at the NJ Transit South Amboy Station
(Across from City Hall).  The outstanding picture and art work was done by The South
Amboy-Sayreville Times’ Associate Publisher, Brian Stratton.

South Amboy On Magazine Cover
“New Jersey Municipalities” magazine

of New Jersey State League of Municipali-
ties chose the City of South Amboy for its
April 2006 cover/story titled, “South Amboy
Has The Formula For Success.”  The superb
inside feature  “How To Succeed-South
Amboy Gets It,”  was written by Allan
Hope, Executive Director of  Main Street,

South Amboy, and Jack Moriarty.
The magazine’s outstanding cover photo

credit goes to The South Amboy-Sayreville
Times Associate Publisher/talented photog-
rapher, Brian Stratton, who also owns Scans
& More, a photography studio at 104 South
Broadway, South Amboy.

The South Amboy-
Sayreville Times
Goes Worldwide
In commemoration of our 15th Anni-

versary Year, The South Amboy-Sayreville
Times is going worldwide on our own per-
sonal website!  If you missed last month’s
issue of The South Amboy-Sayreville Times,
you can now view it at our worldwide
website: thesatimes.com.  There will be
previous issues, along with the current is-
sue.  The site has been designed by The SA
Times Associate Publisher, Brian Stratton,
and is best viewed with Broadband.  Dial-up
may take longer for the site to load.

South Amboy #1 In Middlesex County

Park Named For
Buchanan

Longtime Sayreville Councilman Ken
Buchanan, who served on the Council for 18
years, and for 15 years was committed chair-
man of parks and recreation, prior to his
death in 1991, will be remembered by the
recent naming of a popular area in Sayreville.

Ken Buchanan Park will be the name on
the top portion of a new sign, which will be
found along the recently improved area by
the Raritan River in Sayreville.  Sayre &
Fisher Brick Co., which ran a successful,
world-wide business on the revamped area,
will be noted on the lower part, mentioning
that Sayre & Fisher was once the world’s
largest manufacturer of brick products, in
addition to operating a general store, rail-
road station, electric company and other
amenities in the area.

“New Jersey Monthly” magazine re-
cently selected its 2006 “Top Towns” list of
the Top 100 places to live in New Jersey, and
selected South Amboy #1 in Middlesex
County and #86 in the entire state out of 566
municipalities.

The list was compiled by researchers
from Monmouth University’s Polling Insti-
tute, and considered 8 categories that would
best represent the quality of life in New
Jersey’s municipalities: property taxes, home
values, population growth, land develop-
ment, employment, crime rate, school per-
formance, and proximity to services.

The researchers also used the following
for consideration on their rankings: median
property tax (2005), median increase in home
values (2000-2005), population growth rate
(2000-2004), percentage of land preserved
as open space (2004), unemployment rate
(2004), total crime rate (2004), student pro-
ficiency on state-mandated standardized tests
for students in grades 4, 8, and 111 (2005),
and number of acute-care hospitals within
10 miles.

Household incomes were not used in
this compilation of data, and home values
were measured by their rate of increase over
5 years, rather than actual prices.

Armstrong Dies
At 73

Eugene “Gene” Armstrong, 73, of Parlin
died on April 9.  He was a lifetime member
of the South Amboy Knights of Columbus
Council #426, and Past Grand Knight, as
well as Past Faithful Navigator of Msgr.
John F. Brady Fourth Degree Assembly.
Gene worked for many years as a loan
officer in the banking field prior to his
retirement.  He was also an avid reader of
The South Amboy-Sayreville Times news-
paper.  He is survived by 10 nieces and
nephews: Michael Lockwood of Morgan,
William Lockwood of Holmdel, Robert
Lockwood of Morgan, Cathy Wisneski of
Parlin, Patricia Rose of South Amboy, Mary
Ann Langan of Sayreville, Janet O’Connor
of Morgan, Judy Speicker of Brielle, Ellen
Harrigan of Morgan, and Theresa Lockwood
of Morgan.  Gene was a very wonderful and
caring person who will be truly missed.

Corzine Attended
Little League Opener

Assemblyman John S. Wisniewski
brought a very special guest with him to the
Sayreville Little League Opening Day cer-
emony, Governor Jon Corzine.  He hap-
pened to be in town for the ribbon cutting of
the Driscoll Bridge, and the two were able to
attend the baseball festivities.  Wisniewski
introduced the governor to the children,
“Many of you may not know that the gover-
nor was an accomplished athlete.  While
playing basketball in school, he learned many
valuable skills like good sportsmanship,
teamwork and leadership.  Those important
skills have helped shape him into the leader
his is today,” he said.  For more info on
Sayreville Little League, call 732-727-4496.

Election Results
The School Board Elections went as

follows:
Sayreville (3) Three Year Terms-

Leonard Zaleski 2,184 Jill Trapp 1,936 Kevin
Ciak 1,665 Heather Mendoza 1,331 Ronald
Van Tine 790.

(1) One-year unexpired term-Thomas
Biesiada 1,637 Donna Anonsen 1,113.

South Amboy (3) Three Year Terms-
Tom Reilly 288 Bernadette Beck 247 Ann
Marie Trapp 240.

The proposed tax levy in South Amboy
lost 237-236, and the proposed budget in
Sayreville fell 2,007 to 1,340, while the
courtesy busing question was defeated 2,019-
1,350.

Primary Candidates
Sayreville-Three Democrats have filed

for Council seats in the election: Stanley
Drwal, Kathy Makowski, and Mary Novak.
Two Republicans, Ron H. Green and John
Melillo have also filed.

South Amboy-The following have filed:
Mayor-John T. O’Leary; (2) four-year Coun-
cil seats-Fred A. Henry and Joseph E.
Connors.

The ace pitching staff for the South Amboy Governors are off to a great start. Pictured (l-r)
Freshman, Joe Bongiorno, Junior, Brian Seres, Senior, Joe Tarallo, Senior, Joe Bartlinski,
Senior, Joe Magnifico and Junior, Jared Mundy.  (Photo by Brian Stratton)

Pastors Will
Celebrate 20 Years

Three local pastors, Rev. Dennis
Weezorak of St. Mary Church, Rev. Joseph
Romanowski of Sacred Heart Church, and
Rev. Kenneth Murphy of St. Stanislaus
Kostka Church will celebrate the 20th anni-
versaries of their ordination into the priest-
hood, during the month of May.

Father Dennis was ordained on May 3,
1986 at the Cathedral of St. Mary
Ogdensburg in New York.  Father Joe and
Father Ken were both ordained on May 31,
1986 at St. Francis of Assisi Cathedral in
Metuchen.  Congratulations and God Bless!
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Sayreville Mayor Kennedy O’Brien (c) presents a proclamation from the Borough of
Sayreville recognizing April as National Parkinson’s Awareness month to Sayreville’s Claire
Salamon (r), 1st Vice-President of the New Jersey Chapter American Parkinson Disease
Association, and Rose McTiernan (l) of Sayreville.

Pleasant Little Trivia
By Tom Burkard

1.Chief of the Sayreville Fire Dept. in
1977?  a.Joseph Kennedy b.Russell Ander-
son c.Arnold Bailey

2.Hoffman High’s Student Council
President in ’69?  a.Lenny Ambroziak
b.Carol Pirk c.Beverly Samuelson

3.Sayreville High’s Homecoming
Queen in ’77?  a.Ann Kasinski b.Jasmine
Furey c.Janie Murphy

4.South Amboy’s Chief of Police in
1950?  a.Walter Rogers b.Jonathan Fazio
c.David Quinlan

5.The only female Mayor in Sayreville
history was?  a.Peggy Kerr b.Mary
Gronkowitz c.Janette McNertney

6.This barber shop was located at 105
Stevens Ave., South Amboy in 1947?
a.Dick’s b.Ray’s c.Geraldi’s

7.Sayreville student who was the ’63
NJ High School Chess champion?  a.Bob
Wachtel b.Clem Skarzynski c.Alan Sidlesky

8.She won 1st place in Miss Natural NJ
competition in 1988?  a.Patty McCabe
b.Nancy Garsick c.Sue Townley

9.Pastor of St. Stanislaus Kostka Church
in ’79?  a.Rev. Thaddeus Jankowski b.Rev.
Ladislaus Madura c.Rev. Dennis Maskuski

10.Commander of Luke A. Lovely
American Legion Post 62 of South Amboy
in ’88?  a.Bob Sekerak b.John Kelly c.Robert
Ryan

11.President of Sayreville Lions Club
in 1976?  a.Mickey Sedlak b.John Wojcik
c.George Hill

12.Principal of St. Mary’s High in 1976?
a.Sister M. Madeline b.Sister M. Leonard c.
Sister Mariann Mahon

Answers
1b 2b 3c 4c 5a 6c 7a 8a 9b 10b 11c 12c.

Pre-School
Handicapped
Registration

Free screening for handicapped chil-
dren, ages 3 to 5, are being scheduled by the
South Amboy School District.  Screening
will be held on; May 9th 1:00pm to 3:00pm
and May 10th 10:00am to 12:00pm.  Regis-
tration will take place at the Board of Edu-
cation Office, 240 John St. Please bring
child’s birth certificate, social security num-
ber and immunization records.  Following
registration, parents will be notified indi-
vidually concerning their child’s screening
time and date.

Talk Of The Towns
By Tom Burkard

Stader Promoted To Lieutenant
South Amboy native, George Stader,

was promoted from sergeant to lieutenant
by the Old Bridge Police Dept.  He has been
on the force for 25 years and now is officer-
in-charge of the Patrol Bureau.  Congratula-
tions, George!
On Deans List

Michael Christopher Ross, of Sayreville
made the Deans List at DePauw University,
Greencastle, Indiana.  Congratulations!
In Memoriam

Robert McLaughlin Sr., 81, formerly of
Sayreville died on March 26.  He was a life
member, past commander, and honor guard
of Sayreville VFW Memorial Post 4699.
Elizabeth Fallon, 71, of Sayreville died on
March 27.  She always had her door open to
foster children, exchange students, fresh air
children and the OLV Church CYO.  Claire
Bogaczyk, 89, of Parlin died on March 28.
She was a cafeteria worker at Emma L.
Arleth School for 22 years before retiring in
’78.   Felix G. Sorrentino, 90, formerly of
South Amboy died on March 28.  He retired
from the U.S. Army as a Chief Warrant
Officer.  Stanley Wojcik, 72, of Sayreville
died on March 31.  He worked at E.I. DuPont
DeNemous for over 30 years and was a great
guy.  Joe Klimek, 82, of South Amboy died
on April 1.  He worked for 35 years as a
machine engineer at Fort Monmouth, and
was an usher for many years at Sacred Heart
Church.  He was a nice neighbor and gentle-
man.  Fred Dieker, 65, of Sayreville died on
April 10.  He was a History teacher for 34
years in the East Brunswick school system,
and coached baseball and basketball for
Morgan A.A.  Catherine Dittman, 85, of
Sayreville died on April 12.  She was a two-
time president of Sayreville VFW Post #4699
Ladies Auxiliary, Sayreville Presbyterian
Church Elder/Deacon, Sunday School
teacher for 25 years, member and chaplain
of both the Sayreville Senior Citizens Tues-
day Club, and Sayreville Senior Citizens
Leisure Club.

They all touched many lives and will
never be forgotten.

Clothing Drive
April 29-30

Sacred Heart School HSA is sponsor-
ing a Clothing Drive on Sat. April 29, and
Sun. April 30.  Clothing, towels, shoes,
belts, sheets, stuffed animals may be brought
to the Sacred Heart Church parking lot be-
fore and after all weekend Masses.  Collec-
tions will be on Sat. 4-6 p.m., and on Sun. 7
a.m. to 1 p.m.  Please place items in plastic
bags.  For more info call Sacred Heart School
at 732-721-0834.

Friends of the Sayreville Public Library
Mah Jongg Day

The Friends of the Sayreville Public
Library will host a Mah Jongg Day on Sun-
day, May 21, 2006, from 2 PM to 4 PM in the
library conference room. The program is
free and is open to experienced payers as
well as those who are interested in learning
how to play.

Mah Jongg sets and playing cards will
be available for use by all participants. Any
experienced players are asked to bring their
mah jongg card. Come and enjoy a delight-
ful afternoon. For further information and to
register please call Sue at (732) 721-8053.

PRAYER TO ST. RITA
Saint of the Impossible

Blessed Rita, Saint of the Impossible, I come to you
with confidence in my great need.  (Mention your
request). You were very pleasing to God on earth and
are much more so now in Heaven. I promise to you this
favor when granted, to better my life, to proclaim God’s
mercy and to make you widely known and loved.
Publication must be promised when favor is granted.
Thank you, St. Rita.  -B.T.S.
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    Business of the Month  
Covello’s Italian Seafood Restaurant

Owners Anna (r) and Vincenzo Covello are pictured at their new and beautiful
Covello’s Italian Seafood Restaurant at 1792 Route 35 North in South Amboy.  (Photo
by Tom Burkard)

Covello’s Italian Seafood Restau-
rant, owned by Anna and Vincenzo
Covello carries 30 years of experience in
creating authentic, homemade dishes.
Now open at their new location on 1792
Route 35 North in South Amboy (The
restaurant was formerly located in
Sayreville on Washington Road).  Six
years prior, their business was located on
Route 9 South in South Amboy Plaza,
and 15 years prior to that on Ernston
Road, also known as Pizza Party.

Covello’s specializes in authentic
Southern Italian cuisine, and is well
known for their seafood dishes such as
Lobster and Clams, Filet Rollatini, and
Stuffed Shrimp.  Delicious appetizers
like Clams “Vincenzo” (In red or white
sauce), Fried Calamari, and Baked Clams
are crowd favorites.  Covello’s offers
much more than just seafood dishes,
such as Veal Palermo, Chicken Paisano,
and Steak “Covello.”  Daily entrée spe-
cials are suggested by your server, which
are not listed on the regular menu, in-
cluding Osso Bucco, Triple Livornese,
and Homemade Brocioli.  The children’s
menu offers a wide selection of choices
from pasta and meatballs to chicken fin-
gers and fries.  A fresh homemade
cannoli, cappuccino, or espresso will
give a happy ending to an enjoyable
meal.  Covello’s features a full bar which

includes many drink specialties like
homemade sangria.  Also try one of their
popular martinis from the separate mar-
tini menu.

Covello’s also offers a private party
room with seating for 50 people.  Call for
party package prices for your next event,
such as a graduation, communion, busi-
ness luncheon, grievance, etc.  The top-
rated restaurant always takes reserva-
tions for holidays such as Easter, Mother’s
Day, Father’s Day, and others to come.
Covello’s is open Tuesday-Thursday and
Sunday from Noon to 10 p.m. and Friday
and Saturday from Noon to 11 p.m.  They
are closed on Monday.

Covello’s Italian Seafood Restau-
rant features beautiful decor, and also has
a cozy, casual and family-oriented atmo-
sphere, perfect for relaxing and dining
after a long day at work.  The staff is
attentive and courteous, and is happy to
help make your dining experience at
Covello’s a pleasant and memorable one.
The owners, Anna and Vincenzo Covello
will personally welcome you and make
certain everything is to your dining plea-
sure.  Covello’s motto is, “Proudly serv-
ing our customers for over 30 years.”

Make your reservation now to stop
in and try some of the finest Italian spe-
cialties around.  Call 732-727-6388 or
732-967-9999.  Fax: 732-727-7040;
Website: www.covellosrestaurant.com

To Mother
By Pearl Flynn

Who picked me up
When I fell down
Could make me smile
Out of a frown
Who loved me when
There was no other
God’s greatest gift to me
My mother.

Pipes & Drums
Seek New Members

Colonel D.B. Kelly Pipes & Drums,
Middlesex County Division #1, Ancient
Order Of Hibernians of South Amboy, is
actively seeking new members for the band,
who are interested in learning to play the
bagpipes or drums.  Anyone interested please
contact: Brian at 732-921-9353 or Bill at
732-690-8718.  The band practices on
Wednesday nights 6 p.m. at the Ancient
Order Of Hibernians, Second St. and South
Stevens Ave., South Amboy.

“On April 2, 2006 the St. Mary’s Children’s Choir, participated in the 36th annual Plainfield
Area Children’s Choir Festival with over 150 other choristers from 12 churches.  From left,
back row: Matt Dembowski, Krystle Castro, Emily Geant, Patricia Cruz, Maria Armato-
Barone, Director Chris Deibert. Front: Emily O’Rourke, Katrina Cruz, Allyson Keegan, Amber
Zadlock, David Belenski, Victoria Feihl, Nancy Daino.  Mr. Deibert was this year’s Festival
Director, coming full circle, having been a chorister at the festival as a child. He is the first
Festival Director to have such a distinction.  Congratulations to all!”

St. Mary Children’s Choir
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Yearbook-South Amboy 2001
By Tom Burkard

Robert Bloodgood was the Superinten-
dent of Schools.  William Beattie was the
principal.  Some of the fine faculty included:
Tom Magielnicki (who retired at the end of
the school year), Mrs. Lewis, Mr. Kuhn,
Mrs. Dunlap, Mr. Larkin, Mr. Fugiere, Mrs.
Gagnor.

The yearbook, titled, “Uniquely Differ-
ent” was dedicated to Richard Malik and a
special page in remembrance of Katrina
Suhan was also included.

Valerie Kijowski and Dorothy
Kelleman were co-editors of the yearbook.
Kijowski was also president of the National
Honor Society, while Kelleman was editor
of the literary magazine. Jamie Maliniak
was Student  Council president.  Lisa
McCarthy was president of the Junior/Se-
nior Class.  King and Queen of “Homecom-
ing” were Hector Pena and Magdalena
Popiel.

SA High School featured many extra-
curricular activities and events including:
Walk America, Open House, the grand open-
ing of Lighthouse, a branch of Raritan Bay
Federal Credit Union, Peer Leadership,
Winter Concert 2000, “The Sound of Mu-
sic” school play, Spirit Week, and the Spring
Dance.

Seniors in the great class of 2001 were:
James Abbatiello, Nicole Barlics, Kristi
Buckalew, Robert Brzezinski, Adam

DeHanes, Amy Disbrow, Mike Dula, Vivian
Girges, Kelly Hoehman, Jennifer James,
Rosanne Lada, Crystal Leff, Rafael Moura,
Rebecca Newcomb, Scott O’Neill, Joel
Picone, Sandra Richards, Robyn Rios,
Candace Russell, Katherine Skrzyniarz,
Stanley Szeszko, Marcelo Torino, Jennifer
Vecchione, Christine Westfall, Krzysztof
Wojda, Lukasz Zaluwski, Jaroslaw
Zwiercan.

A few cute nicknames were: Butter,
Beamer, Jellybean, Pronto, Babe, Woody.

The talented senior athletes included:
Melissa Bartlinski, Dan Beam, Craig Colfer,
Greg Fay, Tom Gorecki, Lisa McCarthy,
Jennifer Nadratowski, Kristal Nemeth,
Magdalena Popiel, James Riehl, Jennifer
Richmond, Jennifer Rios, Cynthia Sartain,
Christine Urynowicz, Angelica Vargas,
Katherine Wira, Kristen Woods.

Jack Roberts (l) along with his wife Louise (r) and son JD and girlfriend Leigh Ann recently
returned from a fishing trip to the Florida Keys MANY fish stories to tell. While in the Keys,
Jack celebrated his 65th Birthday.  Happy Birthday Jack!

The New Season
By Al Gomolka Jr.

Times Poet Laureate c.1994
The cold, the snow, the dark has ceased
Enter the new season
Summer’s lazy heat is looming
Spring is the reason
Fresh buds of flowers and leaves re-
appear
Colors are bright with light greens
and yellows
Birds return singing, daylight extends
April showers bring out umbrellas
Clean out the house, the yard, a gar-
den
Animals roam now thawed from the
freeze
Everything anticipates beginning
again
Cabin fever gives way to spring’s
breeze
Feel high, feel gay, new hopes arise
It’s time to start, time is pleasin’
Go outside, breathe deep, and smile
Enjoy !  For it’s the new season.

Vienna, Budapest,
Prague Trip

A trip for July 2007 is planned for
Vienna, Budapest, and Prague.  Anyone
interested please contact Tony G. at 732-
525-5303.

Veterans Memorial
Service

A Veterans Memorial Service will be
held on May 22 at 7 p.m. at South Amboy
High School Theater.  The event, sponsored
by the South Amboy High School History
Club, will feature on display, hundreds of
photos of local veterans.

May Events at
Dowdell Library

Bilingual Story Time and Craft,Learn
some new words in Spanish to celebrate
Cinco De Mayo!   May 5th at 3:30,Ages 3-
5. Mother’s Day Craft, Friday, May 12th  at
3:30,Ages 5+ (Younger children okay if
supervised during the craft by an adult).
Teen Read Meeting.  Come discuss your
favorite new books and movies! May 25th at
6:30.

Check back soon for summer reading
information and schedules!

For further information please call the
library at 732-721-6060 or e-mail
children@dowdell.org

50’s Dance & Comedian
St. Stan’s Spring Fling 50’s Dance &

Comedian will be held on Sat., April 29
from 7-11 p.m. at St. Stan’s Auditorium,
225 MacArthur Ave., Sayreville.  The Spring
Fling will feature DJ Rich Fling & Comedy
by our own Tony Pinkus.  Advance tickets
are $10 per person, and $13 at the door.
Doors open at 6 p.m.  Kitchen opens at 6:30
p.m.  Cash bar (No BYOB).  For tickets call
Connie at 732-651-6391 or Church Office
732-254-0212.
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National Wrestling Superstars Pro All-Star Wrestling put on an excellent show recently, and
featured many local wrestlers.  (Photo by Jennifer Bell) Sister M. Kateri

Sister Kateri Honored
Sister M. Kateri Hawley, FSGM was

born in Peoria Illinois.  She entered the
Convent in Alton Il with the Sisters of St.
Francis of the Martyr St. George. She com-
pleted her Biology degree with a Secondary
Teaching Certificate in 1988. She was sent
to South Amboy where she taught at St.
Mary’s, now known as, Cardinal McCarrick
High School for 16 years.  She educated
thousands of students in the local area of
South Amboy.  In January, 2004, she was
asked to become the Principal at Sacred
Heart School in South Amboy. She contin-
ues to offer her whole life and service to the
middlesex area so that children will receive
the best Catholic education there is to offer.
All of this has led her to be recognized as an
honorable recipient of the Cross Pro-Ecclesia
et Pontifice.  She knows that it would not
have been possible without the people she
served all these years.

Wrestling
Fundraiser

By Jennifer Bell
Friday, March 24th at 8 p.m., the bell

sounded, opening a night of action and
excitement for the crowd at the VFW in
South River.  The event was originally
scheduled for a location in Sayreville, but
changed due to zoning regulations.

National Wrestling Superstars Pro All-
Star Wrestling announcer Outlaw Frankie
G introduced the matches throughout the
show.  Three wrestlers featured in this event
began their early wrestling careers in the
Sayreville Youth Wrestling Program:  Nicky
Oceans (Shaun Redding), Bryan Jenkins
(Bryan Sexton) and Archadia (Matt Revel).
Some other Sayreville wrestlers who per-
formed are: JT Highlander, Jersey Jerry,
Slayer and D.B. Dan.  The winners were:
Slayer, Logan, Archadia, JT Highlander,
Nicky Oceans and Jersey Jerry.  The three
winners of the 6-man tag team match are:
The Patriot, Kamala and Dappy The Clown.

HSA Tricky Tray
Sacred Heart School HSA will host its

annual Tricky Tray on Fri., May 5 at the
Sacred Heart Parish Annex building.  Doors
open at 6 p.m. with first number being drawn
at 7:30 p.m.  Tickets are $10 and may be
purchase in advance or at the door.  No
BYOB permitted-there will be a cash bar.
Coffee, team and baked goods are compli-
mentary.  Please bring any food items of your
choice.  For more info call 732-727-1918.

Gift And Tea Auction
Cardinal McCarrick High School will

hold a Gift and Tea Auction on Sun., April
30 from 2-5 p.m.  Doors open at noon.  Enjoy
a complimentary coffee/tea and dessert!
Tickets are $10 each.  (Each ticket pur-
chased will be applied to your work bond).
Reserve a table for 10 and have a party at
your table.  Bring your own food.  For tickets
or more information, please call the Devel-
opment Office at 732-721-0748 ext. 5.
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Students and teachers from Samsel Upper Elementary School, presented special shopping
bags they created with an environmental message and artwork for the Earth Day Groceries
Project to the South Amboy Foodtown.  The activity promotes environmental awareness in
a school and community.  Back row (l-r) Foodtown owner, Stanley Paczkowski, Advisors
Dana Smith, Teri Yetsko and Jeanna Duda,  and manager Warren Eberle.  Front row (l-r)
Student Ambassador Representatives, Taylor Ruotilio, Sarah Wisniewski, Justin Bonczek,
Keelyn Leonard, Chris Tricarico.  (Photo by Tom Burkard)

Sayreville Councilman Tom Pollando (r), and Mayor Kennedy O’Brien (2nd from right) hold
the ribbon for owner Tony Palmieri to cut at the Paramount Diner’s grand opening
celebration.  Owner Simonetta Palmieri Richardson, family and friends join in the gala
festivities.  (Photo by Brian Stratton)
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50th Anniversary

Jim and Rose Gray celebrated their 50th
Wedding Anniversary on January 14th.  Jim
recalled that “It started snowing after the
wedding, and it has snowed with sleet and
rain every year for 50 years on January
14th.”  Congratulations!

Sacred Heart Parish
Carnival

The Annual Sacred Heart Church Car-
nival will be held Tues., May 23 thru Sat.,
May 27, on the Sacred Heart Church parking
lot, located between Washington Ave. and
Main St., South Amboy.  Carnival rides,
games and food tent will open every evening
at 6 p.m.  The fun continues on Tues., Wed.,
and Thurs. until 10 p.m.  The carnival is open
until 11 p.m. on Fri. and Sat.

The Food Tent will feature: home-made
pierogies, stuffed cabbage, potato pancakes,
kielbasy, pizza, sausage with peppers & on-
ions, hot dogs, hamburgers, French fries and
more served nightly!  Take-outs will be
available.

There will be two 50/50 raffle drawings
every night, and a super 50/50 raffle held on
Sat.  For more info, call 732-721-0040.

In The Military
Air Force Airman Jessica L. Milligan

has graduated from basic military training
at Lackland Air Force Base, San Antonio,
Texas.  She is the daughter of James and
Katrina Milligan of Parlin.

Air Force Airman Mark J. Maslowski
has graduated from basic military training
at Lackland Air Force Base, San Antonio,
Texas.  He is the son of John and Jadwiga
Maslowski of South Amboy.

James E. McNamee has joined the
United States Air Force under the Delayed
Entry Program.  A 2005 South Amboy HS
graduate, he reported to Lackland AFB for
active duty on March 1.  He is the son of
James and Barbara McNamee of South
Amboy.

ST. JUDE
May the Sacred Heart of Jesus be adored, glorified,

loved and preserved throughout the world now and forever.
Sacred Heart of Jesus have mercy on us.  St. Jude, worker
of miracles, pray for us.  St. Jude, helper of the hopeless,
pray for us.  Say this prayer nine times a day for nine days.
It has never been known to fail.  Publication must be
promised.  Thank you St. Jude.  -K.A.M.

Franklin D. English
Scholarship

On Wed., May 31, the South Amboy
Lions Club will hold its Annual Awards
Night.  The Franklin D. English Scholarship
will be awarded to a local graduating student
at this event.  For tickets call 732-721-2763.

The $500 scholarship will be awarded
by lottery to a South Amboy resident gradu-
ating in June.  Interested high school seniors
can register for the drawing by mailing a
copy of their acceptance from an institute of
higher learning, college, vocational school,
or technical institute to the address below.
Please submit your acceptance letter by May
29, 2006.  Address: Franklin D. English
Scholarship, C/O South Amboy Lions Club,
PO Box 207, South Amboy, NJ 08879.
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The South Amboy Community Health & Safety School Day was held at the elementary
school gym on April 10.  The event was sponsored by the South Amboy PTO and South
Amboy Education Association.  Pictured near the South Amboy Fire Department’s information
table are front Michelle Larsen (l) and Jim Larsen (r) and youngsters Spencer Larsen, Adam
Scapolatempore and an unidentified boy.  Back row (l-r) Firefighter Andrew Bielak, South
Amboy Fire Marshal, Ed Szatkowski, and Patrick Bielak.  (Photo by Tom Burkard)

New Eagle’s Nest!
The Raritan Bay FCU student-run

branch of the Credit Union located in Cardi-
nal McCarrick High School, has been relo-
cated.

The Eagle’s Nest opened the doors to
its new location on Tuesday, March 21st.
What was once located in an oversized closet
is now a free-standing kiosk located inside
of the school’s cafeteria, which is shared
with St. Mary’s Elementary School. The
branch is now open to all students, staff and
faculty at both schools from grades 6th –
12th.

This innovative idea was sparked dur-
ing a meeting with representatives of Raritan
Bay FCU. When asked how the Credit Union
could generate more interest in their fellow
students, volunteers mentioned that the lo-
cation of the branch needed to be reconsid-
ered. Positioning the branch inside of the
cafeteria, to be open for business during the

school’s lunch periods, has been in the best
interest of the volunteers and the student
members.

Art Education students from Cardinal
McCarrick High School painted the kiosk
with images of eagles and money, to go
along with the branch’s theme.

To promote the new branch, Raritan
Bay held a Grand Re-Opening, complete
with sweepstakes, a prize-wheel, and lots of
fun giveaways for students. Students had
the chance to win cash prizes, an MP3 Player,
a digital camera, and a free cafeteria lunch.

Raritan Bay FCU has always been dedi-
cated to serving the financial and educa-
tional needs of our community’s youth. This
is evident through our commitment to both
of our student branches. Raritan Bay FCU
opened the Lighthouse, the first student
branch in the state of NJ at South Amboy

continued on page 11
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732-721-9093

732-721-0137

• Money Orders
• All Utility Bills

"Serving The Community Over 100 Years"

For All Your Health Care Needs

Peterson Pharmacy

Now accepting payments for gas, electric, cable & others

• Film Developing
• Greeting Cards

• Money Grams
• Fax

• Medical/Surgical Supplies

FREE Delivery for Senior Citizens
132 North Broadway

South Amboy, NJ 08879

J.J. Harrigan & Co. Inc
Realtors

980 ROUTE 9, SAYREVILLE, NJ
Mailing Address:  PO Box 37, South Amboy, NJ 08879

Bus: 732-721-7500 Res: 732-721-6743
Voice Mail: Ext. 12 Fax: 732-721-4095

PATRICK J. ROCK, JR.
Real Estate Sales Representative

OIL TANKOIL TANK
REMOVERSREMOVERS

• TANK REMOVAL • INSTALLATION
• TANK TESTING • SANDFILL

• ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES

ADVANCED
SITE
IMPROVEMENTASI

(732)

566-0281

Dowdell News
Everything’s coming up roses!  Join the

Sadie Pope Dowdell Library, of South
Amboy, for tea service on Monday, June 26
from 7:00 to 9:00 p.m. to kick off the Adult
Summer Reading program.

The story of tea began in ancient China
more than 5,000 years ago.  One myth is that
Shen Nung, an early emperor, required that
drinking water be boiled as a hygienic pre-
caution. One summer day, he stopped to rest
and when servants boiled water for the court
to drink, dried leaves from a nearby bush fell
into the water and a tea was created!

Tea service was elevated to an art form
in Japan and served in tea houses.  The
cultural hostesses of Japan, the Geisha, pre-
sented the tea ceremony.

In the 1690s, tea gardens were opened
in New York City, a former Dutch colony.
Tea was heavily taxed and contraband tea
was smuggled into the colonies.  In 1789,
America’s clipper ships out-sailed the
slower, British ships, and began trade with
China; paying in gold.  In the 1800s, bagged
tea was adopted and originally used in res-
taurants.  Eventually, fine hotels began to
offer tea service to elegant Victorian ladies.
During the early 1900s, at the St. Louis
World Fair, a merchant tried to save his
investment when a heat wave hit and poured
hot tea over ice.   Today, tea is more popular
than ever, so don’t miss this special event.

For more information, contact the li-
brary at 732-721-6060 or

comments@dowdell.org. The library
is located at 100 Hoffman Plaza, adjacent to
South Amboy High School.

Obituaries
Armstrong, Eugene T., 73, of Parlin

died on April 9.
Bailey, Maryanne, 69, formerly of

Sayreville died on April 10.
Bogaczyk, Claire T. Jaskowiak, 89, of

Parlin died on March 28.
Buchanan, Helen Toth, 89, of Sayreville

died on April 4.
DeCaro, Doreen L., 53, of Sayreville

died on April 5.
Dieker, Frederick, 65, of Sayreville died

on April 10.
Dittman, Catherine, 85, of Sayreville

died on April 12.
Dominik, Martha, Sayreville died on

March 31.
Durnya, George F., 76, of Sayreville

died on March 24.
Fallon, Elizabeth B., 71, of Sayreville

died on March 27.
Klimek, Joseph P., 82, of South Amboy

died on April 1.
Kornacki, Marie, 77, of Parlin died on

march 31.
Malaspina, James M., 47, of South

Amboy died on March 29.
McCarty, Erma Lee, 70, of Sayreville

died on April 8.
McLaughlin, Robert G. Sr., 81, for-

merly of Sayreville died on March 26.
Rommel, Anna, 79, of Parlin died on

April 4.
Salerno, Margaret, 84, of Sayreville

died on March 25.
Sorrentino, Felix G., 90, of South

Amboy died on March 28.
Wojciechowski, Joseph R., 87, of South

Amboy died on April 24.
Wojcik, Stanley B., 72, of Sayreville

died on March 31.

Volunteers Needed
Women Aware, Inc. is looking for vol-

unteers, both male and female,  for training
as members of local domestic violence re-
sponse teams.  Teams work with their  towns
police department under the direction of
Women Aware, Inc.  Most towns in this
county need members.

When police have a domestic, they have
the victim meet with the volunteer.  This is
done at police headquarters.  The volunteer,
after hearing the situation, will give the
victim their options. This is a great way for
people to give back to their community.

Volunteers attend class one night a week
for 10 weeks.  They also  have a police check
prior to working with the team and police
department.  Classes will start the end of
April and will be held in Highland Park.  To
sign up or for any questions, please call Jean
at 732-634-8589.
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High School. Through these branches, they
can give students the tools they need to
become financially savvy and independent
adults. Having a student-run branch right in
their school gives them the opportunity to
learn money management skills by setting
goals to save for the things that are impor-
tant to them, such as their first car, the prom,
college, their class ring, and senior class
trip. In addition, volunteers learn how to
apply for a job, valuable customer service
skills, and teamwork. They learn the basic
principles and practices of the financial ser-
vices industry and the operation of a small
business, while having fun.

If your child is a student at South Amboy
High School, Cardinal McCarrick High
School or St. Mary’s Elementary School
and you are interested in getting them in-
volved, please contact Laura-Ilene Harding
at (732) 727-3500 ext. 115.

Raritan Bay Federal Credit Union is a
non-profit, community chartered financial
institution that serves everyone who lives,
works, worships or attends school in
Middlesex County. Raritan Bay Federal
Credit Union was chartered in 1941, and is
owned and operated by its members.

Eagle’s Nest!
continued from page 9

The Last Smoke presented by Lighthouse Cigars at The Landmark Tavern & Cafe was a
huge success. Cigar smoke from the on site hand rolled cigars filled the air.  Pictured (l-r)
Anthony Anderson, Jessica Dinklocker, Deana Siroki and Landmark owners Amy and
Jamie Downey.  (Photo by Brian Stratton)

An Evening with the
Authors

The Friends of the Sayreville Public
Library will host an Evening with the Au-
thors on Friday, April 28, 2006, from 7PM
to 9PM at the Sayreville Public Library
located on Washington Road in Parlin. New
Jersey authors will be showcased. The au-
thors in attendance will be Jerry Smith,
author of Captive Angel, Daniel Holderman,
author of The Heritage of Terra: The En-
deavor, Chelle Martin, writer of mysteries
with Sisters in Crime, Tom Burkard, author
of The Mickey Mantle Trivia Book and Jack
McKeon: Baseball, Cigars, and & Saint
Theresa,  George Speicker, author of Jill,
and Alan Karmin, author of The Measure of
a Man. The authors will speak about the
genre they write in and also tell about their
book. The authors will be available for ques-
tions on writing and they will also autograph
their books .Come out and meet the writing
talent we have in our state. The event is open
to the public free of charge. Light desserts
will be served. For information please con-
tact Teri at (732)727-7639.
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(732) 721-1166

360 Main Street
South Amboy, NJ 08879

NJ License #2878

Lower Your Blood Pressure Naturally!
Heart disease remains the number one

cause of death in the U.S.  High blood
pressure, called hypertension, affects more
than 50 million Americans.  The prevalence
of high blood pressure increases with age
and is often related to lifestyle habits.  If you
are overweight, inactive and you smoke,
your risks dramatically increase.  Persis-
tently high blood pressure can lead to an
enlarged heart, stroke and kidney damage.
Most health care professionals recommend
that patients try to restore a healthy blood
pressure by first making lifestyle changes.

1.Stop smoking.  This will reduce your
blood pressure and diminish your risk of
cancer and cardiovascular disease.  2.Shed
excess pounds.  There is a direct link be-
tween being overweight and having high
blood pressure.  3.Decrease salt intake.  High
salt intake is linked to high blood pressure.
You should consume no more than approxi-
mately 1 teaspoon per day.  4.Add more fruit
and vegetables to your plate and reduce
meat intake.  5.Limit alcohol consumption.
Even small amounts can increase your blood
pressure, especially in women.  6.Exercise.
First, get the green light from your health
care professional.  Then, slowly introduce
aerobic exercise, like walking or bike riding
into your life.  Then, increase the time and
intensity for at least 30 minutes on most
days or 1 hour of increased intensity every
other day.  As always, an ounce of preven-
tion is worth a pound of cure!

Fishing Flashes
By Teo “Weebles” Weber

Salt Water
Striped Bass action from the shore has

picked up at all local beaches.  I saw one
Bass myself at Cliffwood Beach, which was
close to 20lbs and heard of another one
about 30lbs also shorts and a few keepers
being caught.  Flounder action in the Bay is
hit or miss on the Party Boats. Some days are
good, some days not.  There is good Floun-
der action at the mouth of the Shrewsbury
River, but keepers at the 12inch mark are
hard to come by.   Party Boat fishing for Ling
and Blackfish has been good.  Some Party
Boats that go to the Wrecks far out are
catching good numbers of Ling plus Cod
and Pollack at times.  One boat had a Cod
about 46lbs.  Mackerel have made an ap-
pearance to our south and should be here
soon.  Bunkers have been spotted in the Bay
and I expect to see Bluefish here by early
May.
Fresh Water

On Opening Day, despite rain and low
water conditions I managed to catch 10
Trout keeping my limit of 6 and releasing
the others.  I fished the North Branch at Far
Hills.  Several other people did well there
too until the rain got heavy.  The Wife and I
tried our luck at the Pequest the next day.  I
managed to catch one and she had several
misses. Trout stocking has now begun and
there is some real good fishing ahead. Shad
have started their annual spawning migra-
tion in the Delaware River.

PRAYER TO THE BLESSED VIRGIN
(Never known to fail)  Oh, most beautiful flower of Mt.

Carmel, Fruitful vine, splendor of Heaven, blessed
Mother of the Son of God, Immaculate Virgin, assist me
in my necessity.  Oh Star of the Sea, help me and show
me, herein  you are my mother.  Oh, Holy Mary, Mother
of God, Queen of Heaven and Earth!  I humbly beseech
you from the bottom of my heart to succor me in this
necessity.  There are none that can withstand your
power.  Oh, show me herein you are my mother.  Oh
Mary, conceived without sin, pray for us who have
recourse to thee (3 times).  Holy Mary, I place this cause
in your hands (3 times).  Say this prayer for 3 consecutive
days.  You must publish  it and it will be granted to you.
Thank you.  -B.T.S.

PRAYER TO THE BLESSED VIRGIN
(Never known to fail)  Oh, most beautiful flower of Mt.

Carmel, Fruitful vine, splendor of Heaven, blessed Mother
of the Son of God, Immaculate Virgin, assist me in my
necessity.  Oh Star of the Sea, help me and show me,
herein  you are my mother.  Oh, Holy Mary, Mother of
God, Queen of Heaven and Earth!  I humbly beseech
you from the bottom of my heart to succor me in this
necessity.  There are none that can withstand your
power.  Oh, show me herein you are my mother.  Oh
Mary, conceived without sin, pray for us who have
recourse to thee (3 times).  Holy Mary, I place this cause
in your hands (3 times).  Say this prayer for 3 consecutive
days.  You must publish  it and it will be granted to you.
Thank you.  -M.M.
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Robert Wickley: Photographer Elite

By Clem Skarzynski

Bob Wickley
(Photo by Tom Burkard)

This was an interview I wish could have
lasted a few days.  I haven’t seen Bob in
almost 40 years, and we spoke to each other
as if we were never separated by the years.
I had remembered Bob when we were band
mates, classmates, and friends, and his pas-
sion and love for photography.  Bob’s fond-
est memories of Sayreville
were his times playing bass
with my group, “The Videls”
and the famous
“Thundertones.”  He said that,
“At that time (The 60’s-70’s),
music was my love as much as
photography, so I put in 110%”

Well since his “Sayreville
recollections,” Bob has had
quite an illustrious career.
Graduating in 1966 from
Sayreville War Memorial
H.S., he went on to Syracuse
University for his degree as a
photo/journalist, and onto the
U.S. Air Force as a combat
cameraman in Viet Nam,
working for NATO and “Stars
And Stripes” (Military Magazine), Bob did
3 tours of duty.

“One of the most emotional shoots I’ve
done was to be with the P.O.W.’s at their
reunions with their families, after being re-
leased in Hanoi.  It was an unbelievable
flood of emotions I will never forget,” he
recalled.

Bob lived in California during his 3
tours with the Air Force, and now resides in
San Antonio, Texas with his wife Sandy and
their five, yup, count ‘em, five children,
Jeff, Melanie, Aaron, Erica and Adam.  While
in the Air Force, Bob did photo advertising
such as billboards and magazine ads, seen
all over the United States.

SA Times Publisher, Tom Burkard
asked Bob during our interview, “How did
this all begin for you, the journalism/pho-
tography?”  Bob stated that, “Years ago in
grade school, I asked my dad for a set of
weights, but he suggested a darkroom for

the basement, with a camera, the chemicals,
everything.  That’s how it began.  The real
inspiration came when I was about 12 years
old, and an oil tanker truck crashed and
exploded on Rt. 9 and Lee Ave. in Sayreville,
and I took pictures.  The “South Amboy
Citizen” newspaper accepted them, and pub-

lished them in the next issue.
That started the career.”

He feels that “Using a cam-
era, you learn how to re-exam-
ine the world, to witness his-
tory, to see life differently.”
Burkard’s eyes lit up when
Wickley replied his question
of “Who/What was your most
favorite photo shoot?

Where do we begin?  The
Dallas Cowboys games, John
Wayne, Frank Sinatra, Sophia
Loren, George Lopez, The ’69
Mets on tour in Japan after
winning the World Series, Yogi
Berra, Presidents Reagan and
Ford, Louis Armstrong, Astro-
naut Frank Borman, and the

staff of the American-Japanese Embassy in
Tokyo.  The list of the “Elite” is endless.

Bob’s pics have been in National Geo-
graphic, Time, Newsweek, and Maxim
magazines, and he designed one of the 2003
Youth Sports Edition, U.S. Postage Stamps.
Wow!!!

One of the world’s finest photogra-
phers, he established many clients while in
the Air Force, and now does commercial,
promotional, and product review layouts at
his “Creative Visions” shop in San Antonio,
TX.

Bob Wickley Photography.  From a
little basement darkroom in the Melrose
section of Sayreville, you’ve done quite a
job!

Catch Bob at Wickley.com or
Bob@Wickley.com.  Phone 210-602-9910
or Fax 210-572-4323.  Bob, as the saying
goes, “Seeing old friends is good for the
soul.”  It was.  You’ve done well!
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Poochie
Doo

ALL BREED GROOMING

149 NO. BROADWAY
SOUTH AMBOY, NJ 08879

732-525-1172

Super 50/50
The Ancient Order of Hibernians are

running a Super 50/50 to benefit St. Mary’s
Church. The drawing will be on Friday,
June23rd and the winner will get up to
$25,0000 (depending on ticket sales). Tick-
ets will be mailed to parishioners and addi-
tional tickets can be purchased at the rear of
the church after each Mass.  Tickets will be
$25.00.

Friends Of Dowdell
Library

Come celebrate our 20th Anniversary!
Join us at our May 3rd meeting for light
refreshments.  We welcome new members
and new ideas.

The friends are your neighbors, co-
workers, old-timers & newcomers in South
Amboy whose purpose is to help support our
Library.

We meet every other month on the first
Wednesday of January,  March, May, Sep-
tember & November at 7:00 pm in the
Dowdell Library, 100 Hoffman Plaza.   Dues
are $7.00 per year.

We are currently sponsoring a bus trip
to the QVC Studios in West Chester, PA on
Saturday, May 6.  The fee of $29.00 includes
transportation and a Studio Tour.  Reserva-
tions are necessary and seating is limited.
For information call 732-721-6060.

Due to the generosity of businesses and
the public who have supported our pro-
grams and trips we have been able to support
children’s programs, upgrade computers for
the Director, Staff and Public and award
prizes for the Summer Reading Program.

Events At Count
Basie
5/4 - Dark Star Orchestra - recreating the
Grateful Dead experience.
5/7 & 5/9 - Frankie Valli
5/12 - Jungle Jack Hanna
Count Basie Theatre, 99 Monmouth St. Red
Bank, NJ 732-842-9000.
www.countbasietheatre.org

S.A.F.A. 1st Quarter
Report

Captain Chris Mader of the South
Amboy First Aid has issued the following
report for the 1st Quarter of 2006.  The squad
answered a total of 220 calls: 169 emergen-
cies, 9 transports, 18 fire, 5 community
service and 19 mutual aid.  High members
for the quarter were: Mike Pappas 131,
Betty Leveielle 103, Gerard Kelly 87, Rob-
ert Sekerak 84, Tom Szatkowski 63, Mick
McCabe (Associate) 45 and Chris Norek
(Cadet) 29.

At this time the squad would like to
welcome the following new members: G.
Agusto, H. Parsons and D.J. Salmon (Proba-
tionary), C. Krzyzanowski (Cadet).

The months of May and June are our
House to House Fund Drive.  This year we
are sending the forms out and you will
receive them in your mail box.  Please return
with your tax deductible donation once they
arrive.

Old TV
Commercials

*Pepsi has more bounce to the ounce.
*Why take less, when Pepsi’s the best?  *Be
happy, go lucky!  LSMFT-Lucky Strike
means fine tobacco.  *Gleem toothpaste for
people who can’t brush after every meal.
*Socialites prefer Pepsi.  *Buckle up for
safety.  *And away go troubles down the
drain, Roto Rooter.

OLV CCD
Registration

New CCD registration fro Our Lady of
Victories Parish will be starting on May 1,
2006. Families must be registered parishio-
ners at Our Lady of Victories Parish. All
new students entering first grade must have
a Baptismal certificate from the church of
Baptism. Any students transferring from
another program must have transcripts and
copies of all sacramental certificates. If you
have any questions or need further informa-
tion, please call Susan Piscitelli, DRE at
(732) 238- 9222.
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Long, Long Ago

This photo of Georgette’s in the Melrose section of Sayreville was taken in the early 1950’s.
As you can see, Georgette’s was a real hot-spot back in the day, as people of all ages would
flock there for some tasty food or just to hang out.  The Costa Verde Restaurant is currently
located on the same site as Georgette’s had been.

Cardinal McCarrick High School’s Theatre Department under the direction of Suzanne
Burns put on a great production of “Bye Bye Birdie”.  Pictured is the talented cast.
(Photo by Brian Stratton)
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From The Local Band Archives

1973-Pictured is the first edition of Cowtown, the hottest country-rock band in the area at the
time, who was headlining at the old Colonel’s Garter in South Amboy, as well as many other
clubs.  Cowtown (l-r) Paul Burylo, Ron Cybroski, Gary DeLena, Gene Crowley and Gordon
Wells.  (Photo courtesy of the Clem Skarzynski Archives)

Henny The D.J.
(Photo by Tom Burkard)

Henny The D.J.
South Amboy’s
Premier Showman

By Clem Skarzynski
Since May of 1981, Mr. Henry Conroy

started spinning the wax at the Lions Den
and English’s Pub, two local haunts, and
south to the Main Street Tavern in
Keansburg.  This May, it’ll be year ‘25’ for
Henny The D.J.-which will coincide with
the Landmark Tavern & Cafe’s Anniver-
sary, where Henny has made his home for
many years.

According to Henny, “I’ve always loved
music.  Played guitar and piano, but never
had the nerve to play in a band.”

After seeing “The Lynch Boys,” a mu-
sic/comedy act here in the ‘80’s, Henny
decided this was the time.  Drawn into the
D.J. act by another D.J., Henny combined
his talents with the Lynch Boys type of
comedy theme, and it was all fun from then
on.  With 20 years plus at the Landmark, he
said, “It’s been my best gig.  You meet so
many people who really appreciate what
you’re doing.”

Like other local D.J.’s have stated, disco
was never really popular locally, so Henny
relied on the oldies and classic rock to please
the crowds.  “You’ve got to know the crowd,
what they like, what gets them motivated.
That’s the key to success, be it D.J.ing  or in
a band,” he said.

Yes, Henny began with the 45’s and
two turntables, all plugged into a fender
guitar amp!  I like that set up!  Very lo-tech,
like most of us did.  Henny still uses 45’s
today, with an occasional CD, and now is
using a laptop with the D.J. software too!
Henny’s brother John, gave him the idea to
use “Song Trivia” with the crowds, and
today, he uses it with great success.

Henny’s been teaching at Avenel Jun-
ior High, and retired in 2001 from
Woodbridge High School, so he’s been able
to please the crowds full-time since then.
Always working alone, he recalled his fa-
vorite gigs: O’Hara’s Bar in New York City
and working a wedding with The Lynch
Boys, but always going back to The Land-
mark Tavern & Cafe, his ‘home.’

“We do this work (D.J. ing or a band)
‘cause we love it.  And most important, our
wives always backed us, let us do our thing.
They deserve the credit.  Let the boys go out
and have fun.  Now that’s trust, and sacri-
fice!”  How true!

Henny’s available at 732-688-4849 and
don’t miss his Anniversary Celebration at
The Landmark.  See The Landmark Tavern

Music
Moneymakers

The Top 30 Rock moneymaking acts
for 2005 all made in the millions of dollars.
1. U2 $154.2 2. The Rolling Stones $92.5 3.
The Eagles $63.2 4. Paul McCartney $56 5.
Elton John $48.9 6. Neil Diamond $44.7 7.
Jimmy Buffet $44 8. Rod Stewart $40.3 9.
Dave Matthews Band $39.6 10. Celine Dion
$38.5 11. Kenny Chesney $31.5 12. Green
Day $31 13. Cold Play $30.1 14. Destiny’s
Child $24.8 15. Diddy $24.3 16. Gwen
Stefani $23.9 17. Toby Keith $22.2 18.
Motley Crue $19.7 19. 50 Cent $19.7 20.
Bruce Springsteen $19.6 21. Eminem $17.8
22. Jay-Z $17.5 23. Barry Manilow $17.2
24. Hilary Duff $17.1 25. Kanye West $16.9
26. Dr. Dre $16.9 27. Rascal Flatts $16.3 28.
Aerosmith $16.3 29. Bon Jovi $15.8 30.
Tom Petty $14.9.

The world’s greatest instrumental rock ‘n’ roll band, The Ventures recently performed at
Asbury Lanes.  (Photo by Phil Rainone)

One Hit Wonders
40 Years Ago

1966-Flowers On The Wall-The Statler
Brothers; Lies-The Knicerbockers; The
Duck-Jackie Lee; The Men In My Little
Girl’s Life-Mike Douglas; No Matter What
Shape (Your Stomach’s In)-The T-Bones;
Michelle-David & Jonathan; The Cheater-
Bob Kubin & The In-Men; Elusive Butter-
fly-Bob Lind; Love Makes The World Go
Round-Deon Jackson; Barefootin’-Robert
Parker; Oh How Happy-The Shades of Blue;
Cool Jerk-The Capitols; Doubleshot (Of
My Baby’s Love)-The Swingin’ Medallions;
Dirty Water-The Standells; Little Girl-The
Syndicate of Sound; Somewhere My Love-
Ray Conniff; They’re Coming To Take Me
Away, Ha-Haaa!-Napoleon XIV; Sweet
Dreams-Tommy McClain; Black Is Black-
Los Bravos; Psychotic Reaction-Count Five;
Winchester Cathedral-The New Vaudeville
Band.

Continued on Page 23

Surf’s Up!
The Ventures/ Sonny Kenn Band/ The Brimestones

Asbury Lanes, Asbury Park, March 11, 2006 By Phil Rainone

In the early days of Rock & Roll, when
it was more than a fashion statement and
three chords were all you needed, there were
bands that tried to expand the ideology of it,
and reach other borders.

Very rarely today will you find bands
taking what’s been done with those same
three chords, and creating something fresh
and vibrant.  At Asbury Lanes that night, it
all came to frustration with The Ventures,
starting in 1959, Sonny Kenn Band, starting
in the 60’s, and The Brimstones, in their
20’s.

Drawing on their influences, Dick Dale,
Link Wray, and especially The Ventures.
The Brimstones, in their 20’s, got the club
vibing out from the get-go with bursts of
pure, psychedelisized, instro-mental surf
rock from their current album, “Spend Eter-

nity With the Brimstones.”
(www.thebrimstones.com)

The Sonny Kenn Band opened with
some fierce, white hot, rock n’ roll!  Killer
Chuck Berry licks over endless boogie
backbeat, then swerving into their own style
of wicked surf instrumental.  They created
their own niche of clues, rock, and
instrumentals as their set progressed.

Rabble-rousing songs from their new
album- thesonnykennband.com- like “My
Baby Don’t Love Me No More” were deep
down and dirty blues-rock.  They had the
crowd boppin’ and themselves grinning from
ear-to-ear, with some vibed-out reverbera-
tion!  Speaking of reverb, Sonny and the
band played two tributes, including

New Music
By Phil Rainone

R&R Music DJ’s 732-316-9447
Scott Hunter & the Soul Searchers-

Live –732-851-6208
Having recently played a gig at the Blue

Moon in South Amboy (check out the Blue
Moon for shows every weekend), their mu-
sic is bluesy, rockin’ originals, complimented
by cool, obscure covers.

Scott Hunter, from Old Bridge, and the
Soul Searchers Live CD, are working on a
new studio album.  It breathes freshness and
their own special vibes into chestnuts like
Dimples, love that Hammon B3 organ, and
Tramp.  This CD is a cool introduction as to
what this band is capable of, havin’ fun,
playin’ the blues.  You will want to see ‘em
live to get the full effect on your mind, body,
and soul.  Like the band says, they keep
“searching for the soul of the blues.”

80’s- Gold/Martha Reeves & the
Vandellas- Gold (Hip-O)

This Gold Series, two CD’s each, is
great!  Not only do you get each band’s TOP
HITS, you also get those cool tunes that
helped shape and define their sound over
their career.  A perfect example: The
Vandellas’ mega hits like “Heatwave,”
“Dancing in the Streets,” and their coolest
“Jimmy Mac” are complimented by beat
crazy gems like ”Love Bug Leave My Heart
Alone,” and Van Morrison’s “Wild Night.”
These are songs that could tear the roof off
of any party!

Along with labels like Atlantic and Stax/
Volt, Motown helped define generations of
music that still influences much of today’s
music.

80’s GOLD has those feel good, car
crusin’, sing along songs, “Centerfold,” “Cel-
ebration,” and A-Ha’s “Take On Me” that
even your kids know by heart.  The tunes go
deep into 80’s music, pop, dance, and new
wave.  You’ll be in that “I love that song”
mode!  Like the rest of the GOLD SERIES,
you’ll find hit after hit, along with cool, one
hit wonders.

For complete song lists check out:
www.hip-o.com

#1 Pop Hits On April
29
1993-Informer-Snow
1980-Call Me-Blondie
1971-Joy To The World-Three Dog Night
1967-Somethin’ Stupid-Frank Sinatra &
Nancy Sinatra
1955-The Ballad of Davy Crockett-Bill
Hayes
1944-I Love You
1938-Ti Pi Tin
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School Sports By Tom Burkard

New York Yankee legend, Allie Clark (front and center) was on hand for Cardinal McCarrick’s
Opening Day game against East Brunswick Tech.  In a scene reminiscent of  the Major
League All Star Game several years ago, when players came onto the field and surrounded
Ted Williams in respect and admiration, the Eagles came out and gathered around Allie, a
St. Mary’s/Cardinal McCarrick Hall-Of-Famer.  (Photo by Tom Burkard)

East Brunswick Tech stars, Paul Chrzaszcz
(l) and Rob Applegate (r), of South Amboy,
get ready for battle against the Blue & Gold.
(Photo by Tom Burkard)

Cardinal McCarrick’s own version of “Fence Busters” looks ready for the ’06 baseball season.
(l-r) Nick Borruso, Rick McCutcheon, Brett Romer, Paul Conlon.  (Photo by Tom Burkard)

Recent Review
(As of April 13)

Baseball
South Amboy (5-0) This team is loaded

from top to bottom of the batting order.
Rookie Coach Dennis Bourgeau has this
team set on a title or titles this year.  Fence
Busters: Brian Seres, Joe Bartlinski, Billy
Wanko, Jared Mundy, Kyle Blum, Joe
Tarallo, Joe Magnifico, Mike DeJoy, Joe
Bongiorno.  Top pitchers look like Bartlinski,
Seres, Magnifico, Mundy, Tarallo.

Cardinal McCarrick (5-1) Batting
Threats: Paul Conlon, Brett Romer, Rick
McCutcheon, Mike Harris, Nick Borruso,
Mike Domenichetti, Brian Anderson.  Pitch-
ing Prospects: B.J. Mackiel, Rick
McCutcheon, Eric Poltrictzky, Alex Nemeth,
George Flugrad.

Sayreville (1-4) Offensive Threats:
Dave Donner, Ed Goldmann, soph, Nick
Ruszala, Brian Martinez.  Top hurlers looks

like Tom Berardi and freshman Jake
Campbell.
Softball

Sayreville (5-1) This talented club is in
for an exciting year!  Top hitters-Jessica
Nicola, Stephanie Zrebiec, Caitlyn Moskwa,
Amanda Olender, Kim Butler, Michelle
Makowski.  Olender and Megan Mazur are
pitching superbly.

South Amboy (1-1) Top sluggers-
Nicole Scarillo, (Probably the most out-
standing player in Middlesex County in
2005), Katey Charmello, Jeri Anderson,
Kayla Laratta, Krissy Dean.  Amanda Par-
sons and frosh Casey Jukus look fine on the
mound for the Lady Guvs.

Cardinal McCarrick (1-3) Top slug-
gers-Amy Pacansky, Rosy Diaz, Brooke
Biloholoski, Andra Pitonak, Danielle
Lussier.
Boys Track

Sayreville (2-0) It looks like a huge
year for the Blue & Gray!  Top performers:
Shaune Thomas, Aaron Ampaabeng, Dan
Giovenco, Jon Vedia, Chris Stratton, Pedro
Morales, Peter Malcak, Ray Rodriguez, Dan
Narkiewicz, Brian Okuano.
Girls Track

Sayreville (2-0) This team looks super!
Standout tricksters: Chantel King, Heather
Miara, Jess Darold, Meghan Miller, Lynn
Mayer, Sammantha Mastoria, Caitlyn
Wriolie, Priscilla Senya, Michelle Pressey,
Suanette Rios, Melissa Gulyas.
Boys Tennis

Sayreville (1-3) Top players-Singles-
Andrew Musyoka, Marcus Allen, Paul
Ratajczyk.  Doubles-John Koffler-Brian
Libretti; Ryan Dreher-Krunal Patel.

South Amboy (0-1)
Golf

Cardinal McCarrick (2-2) Frank Greco
has finished 1st in all 4 Eagles matches.
Others to watch: Sam Howarth, Pat Leonard,
Brian Hentz.

Sayreville (2-2) Top golfers: Kelly
Reilly, Joe Ciocci, Chris Grimm, Justin
Linder.

Olender Hurls No-
Hitter

Amanda Olender pitched a brilliant no-
hitter, and struck out 10, to lead Sayreville
girls to a thrilling 2-1 win over South
Brunswick.  Stephanie Zrebiec blasted a
clutch, game-winning home run in the 6th
inning.  SB scored an unearned run in the top
of the first when the Bombers committed 2
their 4 errors.  Michelle Makowski laced an
RBI single to tie the game at 1-1 in the
bottom of the 2nd inning.

Olender Knocks In 8
Sayreville’s Amanda Olender went a

perfect 5-for-5 and drove in 8 runs to lead
the Bombers to an 19-3 Opening Day romp
over Perth Amboy.  The 8 RBI could possi-
bly be a single game record for the school,
although it is not known whether individual
one- game records are kept in the Sayreville
archives.  Also contributing were Stephanie
Zrebiec with 3 hits and 3 RBI, Jessica Nicola
a triple, and Michelle Makowski a double.
Megan Mazur was the winning pitcher.

South Amboy Tops
McCarrick

Coach George Gundrum’s South
Amboy Lady Guvs softball squad belted
Cardinal McCarrick, 10-3 in Game #1 of the
City Series.  Jeri Anderson blasted a 2-run
homer over the center field fence to support
freshman, Casey Jukus, as she won her first
high school game, striking out 4 and allow-
ing 6 hits.  Sarah O’Connor slugged a single
and double, and drove in 2, and Kayla Laratta
had 2 hits and an RBI.

Amy Pacansky belted a double for the
Lady Eagles.

Magnifico Fires No-
Hitter

South Amboy’s Joe Magnifico fired a
5-inning no-hitter to lead the Guvs to an 11-
0 victory over Perth Amboy Tech.  He struck
out 12 and allowed only 2 base runners via
walks, and also belted a double.  Providing
the punch at the plate included Brian Seres
who went 4-for-4 with a double and 4 RBI,
Joe Bartlinski, who ripped a single and double
and drove in a run, and Joe Tarallo who
nailed a two-bagger.

South Amboy’s first major leaguer, and
member of two World Series Championship
teams, Allie Clark, throws out the first pitch
on Opening Day at Waterfront Park.  (Photo
by Brian Stratton)

Nicola Gets Full Scholarship
Four-year Sayreville HS softball star,

Jessica Nicola received a full athletic (soft-
ball) scholarship to Monmouth University,
a Division 1 school.  The very talented
shortstop-catcher-outfielder, was sought by
many colleges both in NJ and out-of-state,
but chose Monmouth because it was close to
home, and her family can watch her play.
She will major in Education.  After 6 games,
she is leading the Bombers with a fine .529
batting average.

Jessica has played for 2 years with a
travel team, Inferno Gold (Edison), and in
the summer plays in Huntington Beach, CA;
Colorado; Oklahoma; Las Vegas; PA.  She
started on a travel team at age 10, the

Sayreville Stars under Coach Leo Kirschner.
Her younger brother Michael plays base-

ball on a travel team that has played at
Cooperstown, NY three consecutive years.
As a pitcher, he won a game each year.

Jessica and Michael’s proud parents are
Debbie and Tony Nicola, and their grandfa-
ther was the late Walt Rogers, who is known
as South Amboy’s greatest switch-hitter of
All-Time.   He played minor league ball for
many years, advancing as far as AAA, nar-
rowly missing the major leagues in the
Brooklyn Dodgers organization.  Congratu-
lations and continued success, Jessica and
Michael!

Guvs Edge Eagles
South Amboy came-from-behind to top

Cardinal McCarrick, 5-3 in 8 innings in
game #1 of the City Series.  Eagles Mike
Harris drilled a 2-run single in the bottom of

the 7th to tie the game at 3-3.  Jared Mundy
scored on an error, and Billy Wanko ripped
an RBI single for the insurance run for the
Guvs.
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LOCAL SPORTS MEMORY MACHINE
By Tom Burkard

Glory Days In
Local Sports

T.H.E.
Game

By Tom Burkard

From The Sports Archives

1989-Neumann Construction’s powerhouse Men’s Slow Pitch softball team won the South
Amboy League’s playoff championship.  Pictured are the talented performers top (l-r) Mark
Herdman, Larry Parsons, Mark Wahler, Dave Gumprecht, Drew Newcomb, Joe ?.   Middle
row (l-r) Rudy Neumann, Frank Wahler, Dean Kenny, Mike Coleman, Bill Parsons.  Bottom
row (l-r) Tim Walczak, Kevin Nemeth, Glenn Smith, Randy Neumann, Jack Stratton. (Photo
courtesy of Dean Kenny)

1939-St. Mary’s baseball
team topped Good Counsel of
Newark 5-2, behind Allie Clark’s
2 singles and long home run.

Frank “Trip” Cheeseman struck
out 2 and notched the victory.
1949-Hoffman edged Free-

hold, 5-4 in diamond play.  Winning pitcher,
Stan Sumski fired a 5-hitter.  John “Skeets”
Skarzynski and John Kovaleski stroked 2
hits apiece.  1952-St. Benedict’s pounded
St. Mary’s baseball nine, 13-7, despite 2 hits
from George Spiecker.  Bill Richardson
took the loss.  1963-Sayreville’s baseball
club knocked off previously unbeaten South
River (12-0), 6-3.  Dennis Dzergoski laced
a 2-run single, and John Karlowitz ham-
mered an RBI triple.  1975-The Guvs routed
Perth Amboy St. Mary’s, 14-1.  Joe “Moose”
McCarthy drilled 3 singles and drove in 4
runs.  George Bongiorno blasted a 3-run
homer, as winning pitcher, Mike McCabe
fired a 4-hitter and struck out 3.  1999-JFK
spoiled the Eagles’ baseball opener, 4-3,
despite a 3-run homer by Tom Boychuk.
2000-Sayreville girls’ softball team nipped
JFK, 9-8, as Kristin Karbowski notched the
victory.  Ginny Brazaitis smacked 2 doubles
and drove in a run.

Year-2000
Sport-Girls Softball
Teams-Sayreville vs. St. Mary’s, Open-

ing Day
Recap-The Bombers held a 2-1 lead,

until the bottom of the 6th inning, when
Diane Unger unloaded a 3-run double to win
it, 4-2 for the Saints.  Winning pitcher, Jill
Palomo fired a 4-hitter.  Lauren Switzer
belted a double for Sayreville.

MVP-Diane Unger

Diamond Dust
1955-South Amboy Little League-First

Aid 6 Hollywood Sales 5.  FA tied the
playoffs at 1 game apiece.  Bobby Graber
belted a home run, and John Wojie was the
winning pitcher.  Ken Stock blasted a round-
tripper for Hollywood.

1964-South Amboy Babe Ruth League-
Mechanicsville 6 Sacred Heart 3.  Winning
pitcher Danny Hansell fired a beautiful 1-
hitter and struck out 13.  Billy Clayton
stroked 2 hits.

1965-AAABA-South Amboy 6 Edison
0.  Bill Trzaska and Dee Kelly combined for
the shutout in a 5 1/3 inning game.  Tom
Vona, Billy Clayton and Randy Milazzo
had 2 hits each.

1966-South Amboy Little Fellas
League-Protection 2 English Chevron 0.

Tom Szatkowski was the winning
pitcher.

1966 American Legion-Sayreville 5
Woodbridge 1.  Charlie Lynch hurled a 3-
hitter and struck out 9 for the win.  Rich Van
Dyke hammered a 2-run double and single.

1970-South Amboy Slow Pitch Soft-
ball-Roddy’s 8 English Chevron 7.  Frank
Kennedy notched the victory on the hill, and
Billy Clayton crashed a 3-run homer.

1978-SA Little Fellas League-Lions 8
Progressive 4.  Peter Smith got 3 hits, and
Tommy “Tippy” Hessner was the winning
pitcher.

1978-South Amboy Babe Ruth League-
Mario’s Sub Shop 8 Trust Co. 4 (9 innings).
Andy Pipala and Brian Grover belted 2
singles, a double and drove in 2 runs apiece.

All-Time Youth League Register
The following were players, coaches

and managers on the First Aid Little League
and Little Fellas teams throughout the years:
Managers-Jim Gray, Frank Grimley, John
Hayden, Jim Holovacko, Stanley Jankowski
Jr., Harold McLaughlin Jr., Dennis Rufus,
Wilbur Schmidt Sr.; Coaches-Frank
Chonsky, J. DeWorth, Gary Gasiewski, Gus
Gerding, Jim Gray, Rose Gray, Greg
Havlusch, Mike Havlusch, Wilbur Schmidt
Sr.

Players-Rich Ambroziak, Gene
Berardo, Ed Beshada, Tim Bloodgood, Mike
Bloomer, C. Brennan, Jim Caracappa, Bob
Cavanaugh, Fran Chonsky, Jim Claffy, Jim
Coan, John Coleman, Pete Curato, Bryan
DeLisi, J. Del Perico, Harold Dennen Jr.,
DeWorth, Ed Diem, John “Jack” Diem, Tom
Diem, Mike Downs, Tom Downs IV, Ray
Downs, Mike Egnats, Jeff Flakker, Brian
Flanagan, Bob Geant, Tom Geant, Glen
Gerding, Mike Gerding, R. Gomolka, Bruce
Goodes, Bob Graber, Steve Gray, Mike
Grimley, Pat Grimley, J. Hackett, Tom
Holovacko, Bob Keegan, Jim Keegan, Bob
Kelly, Kevin Kelly, Mark Kelly, Ray Kelly,
Tom Kelly, Tom Kelly, George
Krzyzanowski, Ted Krzyzanowski, Ken
Kubinak, George Kurtz, Phil Kurtz Sr.,
Shawn Leonard, Jan Malkiewicz, Mike
Marrone, Bob Martin, Harold McLaughlin
Jr., Rich Moran, Tom Mulvey, Dennis
Nardone, Joe Noble Jr., Fran Norek, Richie
Norek, Bernie O’Connor, Brian O’Connor,
Kevin O’Connor, Art O’Donnell Jr., Tom
O’Leary, Bernie Orszewski, John Pappa,
Pomaski, Danny Radkovich, Marty
Ratajczak, Bill Reitmeyer, Bob Rock, Wilbur
Schmidt Jr., Mark Servis, Don Smyth, Bruce
Sten, J. Stephanick, Bob Stillwagon, Ron
Stillwagon, Ray Stockton Jr., Ron Stryshak,
Struskiewicz, J. Sumerindyke, Joe Szaro,
Joe Szraga, Frank Tarallo, Butch Thistle,
Mike Toth, Pete Toth, Dan Toye, Tony
Tremarco, Tom Trenta, Jim Vida, John
“Jack” Wojciechowski.  Did we miss any?
Let us know.

55 Years Ago
1951-St. Mary’s junior, George

Spiecker was chosen 3rd team All-State
center fielder in Private & Parochial schools
group.  Bill “Biff” McKeon of South Amboy
was a 1st team All-State catcher in Private &
Parochial while starring for St. Benedict’s
as a PG (Post Graduate).  John Kovaleski of
Hoffman was a 1st team All-State shortstop
in Group I.40 Years Ago

1966-In South Amboy Little Fellas
League action, First Aid knocked English
Chevron (8-0) from the ranks of the un-
beaten, by topping them 7-5.  Mike Gerding
blasted a 2-run triple, and Gene Berardo was
the winning pitcher.

1967 No-Hitters
Bill D’Amico fired an unbelievable 3

no-hitters for Daylight Bakery in the South
Amboy Little Fellas League.  Bob Chetkin
hurled a no-hitter in the Madison Park Little
League, while Jim Keegan hurled a no-
hitter for First Aid in the SA Little Fellas.

Confessions of a South Amboy Half-
Court Basketball Player
Part 4: Choosing up Sides

There was a great scene in the 1950’s
Academy Award winning movie “On the
Waterfront” where all the prospective dock
workers for the day converged on to the
business agent’s shack in order to “shape
up” and  see who would get picked by the
corrupt business agent to get in a day’s work
on the dock.  The facial expressions and
demeanor of the men was very telling and
moving in its strange restraint. They didn’t
want to show how elated they would be if
they were picked to work that morning, and
how much it would crush them if they were
not.   And every time it turns up on one of the
old movie channels I can’t wait for that part
of the movie, because it takes me right back
to what it was like choosing up sides for a
game of 3 on 3 basketball at the tank. It was
that dramatic and “do or die.”

Jean Shepherd used to talk about how
the parents of the hero type kids knew at
birth that their kids would grow up to be the
“choosers” on the ball fields and courts of
life, and therefore knew enough to give
them chooser type names, like “Biff” or
“Chip” or “Mikey”. While that thought is
amusing, it really isn’t true because names
had nothing to do with becoming a player
that did the choosing, only skill and talent
did, and what is more refreshing and uplift-
ing than that thought?

All players had to work their way up
through the ranks.   First, there was being not
chosen, then last chosen, then next to last
chosen, then first chosen and then one day,

finally, if you really had gotten your prover-
bial “stuff” together,  being the chooser.
And there really was no timetable to when
you moved from one echelon to the other.
Sure, the longer  you played and the older
you got the better your chances were of
moving up the list, but you could never tell
who might all of a sudden one day move
from last picked to first picked, and then you
would actually move back in the ranking.
Also, let’s face it, some players were just
born to be perennial second choices.  More
correctly stated, depending on the competi-
tion, all of us have been second choices at
one time or another.

 Of course, there was a great deal of
pressure put on the chooser himself, be-
cause a wrong pick here or choosing a friend
instead of a better player there and he and his
team were going to spend more time sitting
on the sidelines and watching rather than
playing.  Especially on a busy Saturday
morning when more teams were stacked up
waiting to “play the winners” than teams of
women and children waiting to use the rest
room facilities at one of the bars on Broad-
way on St Pat’s Parade Day.

However, every once in a while, things
broke right and you got the breaks and you
wound up spending most of your time on the
court and every player on the team from the
chooser to the last picked felt good and
complete and ready for whatever the next
day would bring “bombing up the tank”.

Next time: The Second Greatest Game
Ever Played “Up the  Tank”

20 Years Ago
1986-St. Mary’s superstar softball

pitcher Lisa Harrigan fired an unbelievable
3 no-hitters for the year.

A PRAYER FOR HEALING
Lord, you invited all who are burdened to come to

You.  Allow your healing hand to heal me.  Touch my
soul with Your compassion for others.  Touch my heart
with Your courage and infinite love for all.  Touch my
mind with Your wisdom, that my mouth may always
proclaim Your praise.  Teach me to reach out to You in
my need.  Help me to lead others to You by my example.
Most loving Heart of Jesus, bring me health in body and
spirit so that I may serve You with all my strength.  Touch
gently this life which you have created.  Amen -T.R.B.
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1947-New York Yankees’ Rookie, Allie Clark
is pictured in the on deck circle at Yankee
Stadium.

Clark’s First Game At Yankee Stadium
South Amboy’s Allie Clark, a rookie

sensation with the ’47 NY Yankees, re-
ceived perhaps his first-ever national cover-
age in “Collier’s Magazine,” as he was about
to make his debut in right field at Yankee
Stadium.  Clark was mentioned in a story,
“These Are The Yankees” by Quentin
Reynolds.

Joe DiMaggio had a heel injury and bad
shoulder at the time, and during batting
practice, manager Bucky Harris told him to
take the day off and go to the clubhouse.

The following is excerpted from this
legendary story:

Harris called mildly to Coach Charlie
Dressen, “Get Berra and Clark over here!”

Berra trots over and climbs into the
dugout.  Al Clark is a new man just over
from Newark.  Clark looks like a senior at
college.  He’s just 24.  Bucky says, nodding
to right field, “Can you play the sun?”

Clark blinks and you’d never know that
this was the moment that his whole life has
been directed towards.  In a few moments,
he’ll be out there playing right field for the
Yankees before 50,000 people.  He can’t
keep the eagerness out of his voice.  “I’ve
played a lot of right field.”  “I know,” Bucky
says gently.  “But mostly you’ve played at
night.  Can you play the sun?”  “I can play
the sun,” Clark says casually.

Bucky sits back, “I’ve got the best out-
field in baseball.  Keller, DiMaggio, and
Henrich, and none of them can play.  So
we’ll go along with Larry (Berra), Lindell
and young Clark.  If they all hit, I’m a great
manager.  If they fall down, I’m a bum.”

Mel Allen was broadcasting the game
on radio, as Stirnweiss and Rizzuto walked,
Berra tripled them in, and Clark drove in
Berra.  “Don’t look like Bucky needs us out
there,” DiMaggio grins.

Johnny O’Brien

O’Brien Tries For Phillies In 1959
South Amboy’s Johnny O’Brien, who

had played in 1958 with the Pittsburgh Pi-
rates, St. Louis Cardinals and also the Roch-
ester Red Wings in AAA ball, was invited to
Spring Training in ’59 with the Philadelphia
Phillies, and was trying to catch on with the
parent club. We came across an interesting
1959 Phillies guide, which featured the fol-
lowing story on O’Brien:

Abe Saperstein, the boss of the Harlem
Globetrotters, once called Johnny O’Brien
“the biggest little man in basketball.”  As a
college ace at Seattle University, Johnny
“O” was the nation’s first player to score
over 1,000 points in a single season.   He was
the unanimous choice for everybody’s All-
America team.

But, following his graduation, Johnny
and his twin brother, Eddie, turned to base-
ball.  The reason: a considerable bonus from
that master talent scout, Branch Rickey.
The twin O’Briens spent most of the 1953
season with the Pirates, as a keystone com-
bination, before going into the service.

Upon his return in ’55, Johnny enjoyed
his best major league season.  Playing in 84
games, he hit .299.  Then, in 1956, manager
Bobby Bragan noticed his fastball.  “Johnny
has a live one,” Bragan said.  “Without any
experience, he puts a lot of veterans to
shame.  He can get the ball over.”  Bobby
decided to convert O’Brien into a pitcher.  In
his first mound appearance, a ninth inning
relief job, Johnny recorded 2 strikeouts.

A native of South Amboy, NJ, Johnny
is always a hustler, no matter what his posi-
tion in the field.  He could make it as a big
leaguer yet.

Strange Baseball
Injuries

John Smoltz burned his chest while
ironing a shirt he was wearing; Wade Boggs
hurt his back when he lost his balance while
trying to put on cowboy boots; Nolan Ryan
was bitten by a coyote; Phil Niekro injured
his hand while shaking hands too hard; Rick
Honeycutt injured his wrist while flicking
sunflower seeds in the dugout; George Brett
broke his toe while running from the kitchen
to the TV to watch Bill Buckner bat.
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40 years ago-The South Amboy Fire Dept. is pictured battling a huge fire at the old St. Mary’s
High School on Augusta Street, On May 4, 1966.  The structure was destroyed, and a new
St. Mary’s, (Now Cardinal McCarrick High School), was built, and opened its doors in 1968.

St. Mary’s Fire Of ’66 Recalled
By Tom Burkard

(Reprinted from the April 27, 1996 issue of The SA Times)
May 4th marks the 40th Anniversary of

the old St. Mary’s High School fire.  One of
the largest and most memorable fires in the
history of South Amboy, it was discovered
on the morning of May 4, 1966, in an old
storage closet on the second floor by sopho-
more proctor, Kevin Stover right before the
start of classes.  He immediately called to
other proctors Dennis Noel and Mark Sciora
for assistance.  History teacher, Stephen
Nestinger aided the boys, as they tried to
control the flames, while the fire department
was notified.

Several students entered the school and
salvaged costumes for the school play, “The
King And I,” and also decorations for the
Senior Prom.  Other conscientious students
pitched in and helped clear the school office

and library.  After the fire, the boys from
each class helped teachers transfer books
and equipment to the grammar school and
Guild Hall (Now St. Patrick’s Hall below
the church).  Thanks to the quick action of
the students, the play went on as scheduled
from May 6-8, and was a huge success, as
was the Senior Prom, “Roman Holiday.”

Fire and water damage were very se-
vere throughout the school, mainly in the
front hallway and on the second floor.  From
May 9th to the end of the school year, the
high school shared the facilities of the gram-
mar school.  Split sessions were held for the
grammar school from 8 a.m. to noon, and the
high school classes were from 12:15 to 5
p.m.  Plans for the new school were set, with
hopes of having it originally completed by

January 1967.  There were complications,
and the school was not ready until Septem-
ber 1968.  The first graduating class from the
new St. Mary’s High School was the Class
of ’69.
They Were There

The following are memories of the fire
by those who attended St. Mary’s in 1966:

Senior Mark Sciora: (Proctor sum-
moned to the second floor after the fire was
found by Stover) “I was surprised how fast
it spread, and within 30 minutes, the roof
collapsed.  We were lucky hardly anyone
was in the building.  We (proctors) ran
through the upper floor to see if anyone was
in there.  We had extinguishers, but didn’t
get to use them, because the smoke was so
thick, and we had to get out.”

Freshman Jim Vail: (Now an Attorney
in South Amboy) “I was standing directly
under the wall where the fire started, and
somebody yelled, ‘The school’s on fire,’
and I said, ‘Oh sure.’  Then I looked up and
saw the smoke.  I also remember people
running in and rescuing costumes.”

Freshman Al Gomolka Jr.: (Now Su-
perintendent of Cheesequake State Park)
“Riding on the bus from Morgan, we saw
large black clouds, and kids were laughing
and saying they hoped the school was on
fire.  When we pulled up and actually saw it
was on fire, our attitudes changed.  We
didn’t want it to be burning.”

Freshman Pete McIntyre: “I was on the
Morgan bus, and when we got near Mara-
thon, someone yelled, ‘The school’s on fire,’
and I thought, ‘Good.’  When we got by
Mike’s Corner and I saw fire trucks, I thought
it was McCarthy’s, and said, ‘No, it can’t be
the school!  It must be McCarthy’s house!’
Then we realized it was the school.  I was
amazed!  I also remember wearing an or-
ange shirt to school that day.”

Senior Janice Blanchard: “My first re-

action was to the prom decorations.  We had
worked on them the night before, and we
wondered if we left something on while we
worked, and it may have caused the fire, but
we didn’t.”

Freshman Tom “Moose” Ruszala: “I
was standing in front of The Rec with Tom
Kelly, Mark Bratus, Jim McCloud and some
others, when a nun cam running out of the
school, as the smoke started pouring out.
She yelled out, ‘We have to save the cos-
tumes for the play,’ so we ran in and saved
the costumes.  The play went on.”

8th Grader Jerry Smith: (Author) “I
boarded the bus, and the driver said, “I don’t
know if you’re having school today, the
school is on fire.” Many of the kids cheered
the news, but I wasn’t one of them.  When
we arrived and saw the flames and smoke,
some kids clapped and cheered again.  The
bus turned around and brought us back home.
Mary Ellen Nappi’s mother loaded a few of
us in the car and we went back and watched
from Augusta St.”

Editor’s Note: As for myself, I was
nearing the end of my freshman year, and
was walking to school with Gene Cross,
when we saw fire engines speeding towards
the school.  When we were near the light on
Main St. & Stevens Ave., someone shouted
‘The school is on fire!’   A favorite expres-
sion of kids at that time was, ‘I hope the
school burns down,’ so we thought it was
just a joke until we got there.  We were
shocked!  I can remember everyone stand-
ing across the street by the church, watching
it burn.  Wednesday, May 4, 1966 was a
most memorable day in the lives of hun-
dreds of St. Mary’s students, as well as
countless others.  The fire altered many lives
and normal schedules and routines.  It also
brought a major change and a sense of more
togetherness/unity for those who attended
the institution.  The St. Mary’s Fire of ’66
will never be forgotten!

Where Have You Gone, Dan Weinman?
By Tom Burkard

Former local resident, Dan Weinman,
shows his most-prized possession, a World
Series ring he won while playing for the
Dallas-Fort Worth Yankees in the 48 Rookie
Division Championship at the National Adult
Baseball Association’s 13th Annual World
Championship.   (Photo by Tom Burkard)

Danny Weinman’s love affair with base-
ball goes back a long time, way back to the
early 1960’s, when he put on his bright
yellow Sun Glow Bakery uniform for his
first game in organized ball in the Sayreville
Midget League.  Believe it or not, after over
45 years, he is still playing competitive
baseball in Texas, and has won a “World
Series” ring for being the star first baseman
on the Dallas-Fort Worth Yankees (DFW
Yankees).

Weinman has countless memories of
his star-studded baseball career, but one of
the greatest moments had to be in October
2005, when the DFW Yankees, captured the
48 Rookie Division Championship at the
National Adult Baseball Association’s 13th
Annual World Championship.  The Yan-

kees breezed through the stiffest competi-
tion in the United States, winning 8 straight
games (8-0), and outscoring the opposition,
140-27, during the Championship Week in
Phoenix, Arizona.  In the final, Weinman’s
club hammered the hometown favorites, the
Phoenix 50’s team, 14-2 at Surprise Sta-
dium.  The players received beautiful “World
Series” rings for their outstanding season,
and the ring is now Dan’s most prized-
possession.

Weinman grew up in Sayreville on the
South Amboy borderline, and played for the
Morgan Lions in the Little League “With
Kevin Lynch and other good players.”  He
then went on to the Oak View Nursing
Home team in the South Amboy Babe Ruth
League, where Dan remembers “The fa-
mous battles with the great Mechanicsville
team.”  He also enjoyed basketball, and was
a starter on the Sacred Heart 6th-8th grade
team along with George and Ted
Krzyzanowski, Larry Kurzawa and Dan
Wisniewski.  Coach Rick Ferguson’s teams
were “The great Sacred Heart teams of the
‘60’s, and we finished something like (40-3)
when I was in 8th grade,” said Weinman.  He
also went on to play freshman basketball at
St. Mary’s, and then 2 years of High School
CYO at Sacred Heart.  “Paul Mauro’s father
was the coach,” he recalled.

In ’68 he played for the South Amboy
AAABA baseball team, and mentioned team-
mates Joe Jaskowiak, Joe Kelly, Mike Drahos
and Fred Henry.  He said, “It was a good
team.”  Weinman also recalled playing a 1-
1 tie against New Brunswick, called be-
cause of darkness, “They had Joe Theismann
and Drew Pearson from South River playing
on the New Brunswick team, and as you
know they went on to fame in the NFL.”

Dan vividly remembers the old days,
and especially “The friends I’ve met over
the years and kept consistent friendships
with like Nicky Charmello and Joe Wallis.
To this day, we’re close friends.”  He said he
probably hung out more in South Amboy
than Sayreville back in those wonder days,
because “I was a Tank guy, and Parkway
Circle guy.  We’d play from 6-7 in the

morning until dark, one neighborhood
against another.  Reggie Carney would never
let us leave until it got dark.  They were the
good old days,” he said.

Weinman, a 1970 St. Mary’s graduate,
played varsity baseball for St. Mary’s, see-
ing lots of action on the pitching mound as
a senior.  He was also a member of the
legendary 1969 South Jersey Parochial B
State Championship baseball team, (The
last baseball team in the school’s history to
win a title).  “That was my best memory in
high school ball.  After St. Peter’s beat us 3
times that year, and when it counted most,
we beat them for the championship,” he
said.  Why didn’t they repeat in ’70 with
much of the nucleus returning?  “We didn’t
play up to our potential.  It was really our
fault,” said Weinman.

After high school graduation, he went
on to pitch for Middlesex County College,
where he became a teammate and friend of
catcher, Jim Cahill, (Mayor of New
Brunswick), who ironically had played for
St. Peter’s in the ’69 championship game.
Weinman and Cahill continued their colle-
giate baseball careers at Glassboro State,
where the hard-throwing right hander turned
in 2 successful seasons ending with a (9-5)
record. Dan said his best coach ever was
Glassboro’s Dr. Michael Briglia,  because
of “How he related to all the kids and tried to
get the most out of us.”

When Weinman was 23 years old, he
went for a tryout with the Cincinnati Reds,
and made it through the first cut.  “When the
scout asked my age, that was it.  He thought
I was 18 or 19,” Dan said.

He had some great memories of playing
on Art Stock’s Royal Manor baseball team
in the Jersey Shore Baseball League.  Play-
ing with local superstars, Ron Croddick and
Charmello, he reminisced about the ’76 team:
“We were an average team, and got all the
way to the finals by beating Lincroft in the
semis.  Against a powerful Colts Neck, we
lost the first game and won the second,
upsetting them, 2-1.  I was pitching, and
Nicky Charmello saved the game for us with
a great catch in right field.”

Dan pitched 10 years for the New
Brunswick Pirates, and some of his local
teammates were Joe Smith, Wally Rondesko,
Charmello and Croddick.  “I only stopped
playing with that team because my job trans-
ferred me to Texas,” he said.

So begins the Texas saga of Dan
Weinman.

Working in sales for international ship-
ping, importing and exporting, he moved to
Houston, Texas in 1981.  He was promoted
and moved to Dallas in mid-’84 and has
been there ever since.  Dan played baseball
for a team in Houston, and has been playing
in Dallas for 23 years.  He played for the
White Sox for 10 years, and has played
against Billy Martin Jr. and Vernon Wells
Sr., (father of major leaguer, Vernon Wells),
and saw former MLB pitcher Ray Burris
throw in the World Series.  One of Dan’s
best recollections of his time in Texas is,
“When I first got on the White Sox, we were
(0-26), the next year (2-24), as we made
gradual progress.  Then after about 7 years,
we won our division championship.  We had
a stepping stone.  We built it all the way up
from the bottom to the top,” he stated.

What is his secret to playing competi-
tive baseball at 54 years old?  “The desire to
be around the guys and develop that cama-
raderie.  Working in sales is kind of stress-
ful, and baseball is an outlet to get that
release of everyday pressures, the job, life
itself.  You try to be a kid again.”  Dan works
out 3-4 times a week at a Health Club to keep
in shape.

In his 45 years plus baseball career, he
has fired (2) no-hitters, and (5) one-hitters.

Dan reflected on his lifetime in base-
ball, “As you get older, you lose a lot of
speed, strength, flexibility, reflexes, but one
thing you don’t lose the rest of your life is the
memories.  Nobody can take your good, old-
fashioned memories away from you.  I feel
grateful that I have those and that I’ve been
able to play at least some level of ball for so
long.”  Dan Weinman is truly a class-guy
who certainly loves the game of baseball.
Congratulations on your most interesting
career, Dan!
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WWW?

Does anyone out there in SA Times readership land know what this structure is?  Send your
answer to: satimes@aol.com

WWW.? Winners

Long, Long Ago Feedback

Last month’s winners who correctly
identified the building as the South Amboy
Water Works building are: Estelle Pluskota,
Dennis “Yogi” Danku, Joanne Niestempski,
W. Tom Kross, Pat “Woody” McCarthy, Al
Switzer, John “Butterball” Prusakowski, Joe
Jaskowiak, Jim Phillips, Paul Ust, Bob
Scully, Betty Silvaney, Susan Sullivan Mills,
Joe “Sam” Madeline, Don Zrebiec.

Joanne Niestempski of South Amboy,
mentioned her fond memories of the Water
Works, “Years ago many good times after
parades and Little League picnics.  Dennis

“Yogi” Danku of Sayreville recalled “Not
great fishin’ at the Water Works, but you
could still catch bass, bullheads, pickerel
and sunfish with enough time and bait.  Joe
“Sam” Madeline, now living in Florida,
recalled “Ice-skating down there.”   Susan
Sullivan Mills mentioned that, “This is where
the Sullivan Family had a reunion every
June from the late 1930’s until the 1990’s.”
Jim Phillips of South Amboy said, “The
picture is the old South Amboy Water Works
building, and a bit of trivia is that the build-
ing is actually located in Sayreville!”

Feedback on last month’s “Long, Long
Ago” photo of the “Tower” on lower David
St. was interesting.  Jim Phillips of South
Amboy said, “I was born and raised on
lower David St., and the tower was used to
spot German airplanes, which only had a
range of 500 miles.  As kids, we use to sneak
up the tower and check things out.  They had
pictures and models of German airplanes.  A

great place to go at night, and throw fire-
crackers.”  Paul Ust, formerly of South
Amboy said, “The observation tower was in
fact located off David St., next to the Ameri-
can Legion Hall (Luke A. Lovely Post).  The
concrete base may still be there as I recall, as
a kid growing up in that neighborhood.  It
was an airplane observation post during
WW2.”
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The Easter Bunny made his annual appearance at the S.A.N.D. Resident Association’s
Easter Egg Hunt, a great time was had by all that attended. (Photo by Brian Stratton)

40-Years Ago “Shindig” At St. Mary’s
By Tom Burkard

Dear Tom,
Enjoy reading your paper and keeping

up with the local news.  Great reporting!
Enclosed is our check for another great year!

Dorothy Weis
Virginia

LETTERS

The Global Phenomenon
By Elaine Scott

I believe it all began three decades ago.
Until then, weight contents of food in cans
and jars were 8 ounces and 16 ounces.   It
was also still a time when buying a large size
of anything really meant you were getting a
large size.  No one had to check the weight
content of any food product in a store be-
cause you had known what it was by just
looking at it.  The “coffee bean crisis” seemed
to have been the beginning of the end to
standard weight sizing.

In the mid-70’s, a phenomenon had
taken place.  A global drought seemed to
have occurred simultaneously in all the warm
climates across the world but only on land
where coffee beans were grown.  This
drought, we had been told, created a coffee
bean shortage in the U.S.   In panic, people
hurried in droves to the grocery stores to
grab all the cans of coffee they could off the
shelves, until none were left.   Miraculously,
within a few short weeks, the crisis was
over, and cans of coffee were, once again, in
abundance in all the stores.  There was
something different, though; the price of
coffee had tripled and even quadrupled.
Soon, the cost of coffee decreased to about
double the price it had been before this
global phenomenon but when it did, the one
pound cans of coffee contained just 14.5
ounces.  At first, few had noticed, as the
coffee manufacturers continued to use the
same one pound cans as they had used
before.  When their supply was gone, the
store shelves began filling with coffee in the
new smaller cans.  By then, people didn’t
have too much time to think about coffee, as
everyone was too busy checking out the new
soybean additives on the market.  You see,
after the “coffee bean crisis” was over, the
“beef shortage” had come along.

Changes had become unstoppable, and
they were everywhere.  All the canned food
began to decrease in size, losing an ounce
here, a half an ounce there.    Nothing was
untouchable, from canned vegetables to
canned dog food.  The 16-ounce jars of food,
too, no longer contained the pound as they
had always done, while even potato chip

bags contained a couple ounces more of air
and, of course, less chips.  In the soda aisles,
the half-gallon bottles were gone, as liter
bottles, having less ounces, had taken their
place but were being sold at the same price.
Everything was shrinking, including the print
on the products containing their weight con-
tents.  Suddenly, consumers needed both
glasses and a degree in math to try to figure
the cost per ounce from the new unit pricing
labels that had appeared.

As a small child, I used to go with my
family to the boardwalk in Keansburg.  I can
still remember the times I had stood looking
through a glass window to watch an Italian
man as he twirled pizza dough in the air on
his finger.  The dough used to stretch into a
perfect circle as it had spun and spun, getting
bigger and bigger, until it was ready for the
pan.  Pizzas back then were as big and round
as patio tables.   I often think about those
pizzas when I look at a “large” pie now.

According to statistics, more and more
Americans are becoming overweight.   Fast
food usually takes most of the blame al-
though they, too, have shrunk their serving
sizes.  If you can remember how big the
original “Whopper” used to be, you’ll know
what I mean.  In my opinion, I feel the entire
food industry is at fault for the extra pound-
age.  Because the weight content of food has
continued to steadily decrease through the
years, two of everything has to be bought in
order to have enough.   Then, larger portions
get eaten, packing on those unwanted pounds.
It’s simple “arithmetic.”

There’s a saying that history has a ten-
dency to repeat itself.  So, the next time you
go to the grocery store, take a magnifying
glass, if necessary, and read the weight
contents on everything.  As 30 years have
passed since the “coffee bean crisis,” be
prepared for another “global phenomenon.”
Who knows, maybe, soon, the 10.5-ounce
vacuum packed brick of coffee will become
the 5.25-ounce vacuum packed half-brick.

(Elaine “Holton” Scott may be con-
tacted at siteseein526@aol.com.)

On April 12, 1966, St. Mary’s CYO
sponsored its second-ever “Shindig” at the
gym.  Father Brembos, Moderator of the
CYO arranged for the following top teenage
idols of the day to appear live in concert: The
Young Rascals, The Shangri Las, The Jive
Five, The Duprees, and Jimmy & The James
Boys.

The Young Rascals played “Good
Lovin’” and “I Ain’t Gonna Eat Out My
Heart Anymore;” The Shangri Las did
“Leader Of The Pack,” and “Walkin’ In The
Sand;” The Jive Five performed “I’m A
Happy Man,” and The Duprees sang their
hit “You Belong To Me.”  Bob Lewis, better
known as “Ba Ba Loo” on New York radio,
served as the Master of Ceremonies once
again.

Tickets were only $3.50, and the audi-
ence could have either selected bleacher or
balcony seats.   Distribution of the tickets
was handled by the following St. Mary’s

representatives: Cathy Gosford, Joan Laurie,
Louise Keenan, John Crowley, Donna
Mulvey, Pat Casey, Jo Ann Hlivka, Mary
Jane Jancola, Ann Daly.  Tickets were also
sold at local record shops and shopping
centers.  The event was a huge success, as
rock music was starting to peak at this time
in the 60’s.

Attention All Governors!!!!!
The date is set for our 2006 multi-class

reunion.  This year, alumni from all Hoffman
High School classes will gather at Seabra’s
Armory restaurant, 200 Front Street, Perth
Amboy on Sunday, August 20, 2006 for
another great afternoon of fun, re-connect-
ing and celebrating the purple and gold.
Last year we had alumni write down some of
their most memorable experiences at H.G.
Hoffman High School and it was obvious
that these years were some of the best of our
lives.  So come out and reminisce with some
old friends, or make some new friends and
just enjoy a great afternoon.

If your class is planning a special re-
union year, this is a great way to celebrate
with other Hoffman Alumni and keep costs
at a minimum.

The cost is $45.00 per person and in-
cludes a buffet dinner, 3 side dishes, des-
serts, appetizers, house beer and sangria,
coffee, soda and bottled water, a real bargain
for the price.  Reunion prices usually range
between $60.00 - $90.00 per person, so take

advantage of this reasonable pricing and
spending some quality time with fellow
Governors.

So be sure to tell all your friends and
fellow Governors about saving the date and
reserving your spot at our annual multi-class
reunion.  For further details or to obtain
advanced tickets please contact Shots (Class
of 1965) at 732-721-2956 or e-mail at

ejsatski47@aol.com.
 Payment for tickets can be sent to Su-

san Mattson, 241 Cindy St. Old Bridge, NJ
08857.

QVC Bus Trip
The Friends of the Dowdell Library are

running a bus trip to QVC in West Chester
PA on Saturday May 6th.  Trip includes an
hour tour of the QVC Studios, and then
shopping in the QVC Store. Then off we go
to Gay Street in West Chester where you can
dine at any one of the many fine restaurants.
Tickets are only $29.00 and are available at
the Dowdell Library located between the
high school and middle school. Bus leaves
from the library at 9 AM.  Call 732-721-
6060 for info.
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Surf’s Up!

continued from page 16

“Rumble” to Link Wray, who had died late
last year, which were high points of the
show.

Mixing it up with covers like Chuck
Berry’s “You Never Can Tell” and originals,
the band was squeezin’ out sparks during
their 45 min smokin’ set, getting themselves,
and the crowd lost in the music, setting the
stage for The Ventures.

By now, I shouldn’t have to remind
you- but you know I’m gonna- that Asbury
Lanes, “The Lanes,” not only has cool bands,
but also has one of the best vibes going as a
club, DJ’s spinning cool music, bowing, and
oh yeah, don’t forget those tasty tater tots!
www.asburylanes.com

I got a peak at The Ventures
(www.theventures.com) set list just before
they went on.  I figured ok, 25 songs usually
about 2-3 minutes each, mostly surf instros,
maybe a 45 minute set, at the most.

An hour and a half or so later, The
Ventures are ending their molten hot set with
two encores, the second of which includes a
drum and guitar solo, more then five minutes
each!

But let me digress, as my son Steve
would say.  Back in 1959, The Ventures
experimented with musical sounds, mostly
instrumentals like “Telstar” or “Pedifida”
that had pulsing, driving sound, with a pen-
chant for out-of-this-world organ riffs.

Along with the afore mentioned Dick
Dale and Link Wray, they took the novelty
out of the instrumental, and elevated the
genre to a genre of its own.  And that’s
exactly what happened at The Lanes.  With
The Brimstones and The Sonny Kenn Band
creating the template, The Ventures blasted
off into the stratosphere with “Walk Don’t
Run,” “Telstar,” and the rollicking, “Bumble
Bee Twist!”

Over the years The Ventures have cre-
ated masterpieces in album form as well as
creating their own myth as an incredible live
band.  I had my doubts before the show that

NY Mets star third baseman, David Wright connects for the team’s first home run on
Opening Day at Shea Stadium before a record crowd of 54,371.  New York nipped
Washington, 3-2, as potential future Hall-of-Famer, Tom Glavine notched the victory.  Mets’
new right fielder, Xavier Nady was fantastic in his NY debut by going 4-for-4.  (Photo/caption
by Dr. Dan Miller, NY Sports Correspondent)

they might be and “oldies band,” but man,
was I wrong!  The fresh fluidness that these
guys pumped into every song, fleshed out a
musical vibe that transcended.  They even
performed some decent vocals on “Secret
Agent Man” and “Jumbala.”  I doubt cow-
boys ever surfed, but their cover of “Ghost
Riders in the Sky” roared like a 50 foot tidal
wave smack dab in the middle of the desert.
The Ventures can create music that balances
a delicate rhythm with a heavy vibe, which
is truly unbelievable!

Throughout their set, The Ventures, as
well as The Sonny Kenn Band revisited their
careers, and their lives through music, The
Brimstones are off to a fine start also.  The
effect is warm, friendly, and fun.  I think
that’s where longevity comes from.  All
three bands that night were having a blast
playing their hearts and souls out.

Yeah, three chords are all you need!
Pedals For Progress

The South Amboy/Sayreville Rotary
Club is sponsoring a used bike collection,
Pedals For Progress, which will recycle bi-
cycles properly.  Anyone with a bike in
repairable condition is urged to donate it to
this worthy cause.  Disassembled bikes or

“bikes for parts” are unacceptable.  Bikes
can be dropped off from 9 a.m. until 12 noon
on Sat. April 29 at St. Mary Elementary
School parking lot, rain or shine.  A dona-
tion of $10 per bike is needed to complete
delivery of your bike overseas to the needy.

Petey Jr.
As of 2005, Pete Rose Jr. had played in

22 different minor league cities.  His record
from (1989-2004): Games-1,355 AB-4,795
Hits-1,237 Avg.-.258 HR-93 RBI-653.
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