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Sayreville Men
Fought At Iwo Jima
The 60th Anniversary of the Battle of
Iwo Jima was observed on February 19th.
Sayreville residents,
Joseph Ziemba and Elmer “Buddy”
Gordon both fought for the United States
against Japan in this monumental World
War II battle in 1945.
Ziemba, currently Supervisor of the
Department of Veterans Interment in
Middlesex County was with the Marines 4th
Division, and carried a flamethrower. He
described the battle by saying, “It was like
walking through a rainstorm and not getting
wet.” Four days later, Ziemba witnessed the
American flag going up on Mount Suribachi.
The photo taken of that moment is one of the
most famous in U.S. history.
Gordon was an artilleryman with the
5th Marine Division.

Noble Remembered
By Tom Burkard

Joe Noble Sr., 80, of South Amboy died
on March 3. Joe, “Nip,”or “Nipper,” as he
was known was one of the most popular men
in South Amboy. His friendly, outgoing
personality and infectious smile were his
trademark. If you had the chance to meet
“Nip,” you know what I mean. He always
had a kind word for everyone, and was really
up on his sports, especially his baseball and
the St. Louis Cardinals.
Last October, he had the thrill of a
lifetime when he and his three sons went to
St. Louis to see the World Series against the
Red Sox. Sports was a very big part of his
life, but even much more important was his
family. He was a great family man. “Nip”
was also very proud of his Irish ancestry,
and last year served as Grand Marshal of the
St. Patrick’s Day Parade in South Amboy.

Actor Barry Gomolka, a South Amboy/Morgan native, returns to the local area on Friday,
March 18th, to perform in “Whom Shall I Send” at Sacred Heart Church. The play will begin
at 8 p.m. There is no admission. Free will donations will be accepted.
Gomolka has been an actor for over 35 years. The above photo was taken in 2001, when
he starred in “No Way To Treat A Lady” at the Impulse Theater in upstate New York.

Actor Barry Gomolka Comes Home
By Tom Burkard

Barry Gomolka was bitten by the acting
bug back in 1970, when as a senior at St.
Mary’s High School, got his first break on
the stage by performing in the senior play,
“Camelot,” and a few talent shows that year.
This was only the beginning, of a fantastic
lifetime of acting all over the United States
in plays, shows and also on television.
He enjoyed acting so much, that following high school graduation, he attended
the Philadelphia College of Art, and received a BFA degree (in Fine Arts) in 1974.
Gomolka went on to perform in community
theaters in Central Jersey. “My first real
show out of college was “Showboat” for
Plays-In-The-Park in Roosevelt Park. He
then starred in shows such as “La Ronde,”
“The Importance of Being Ernest,” for the

Actors Repeitory Theater, and “As You
Like It,” “Measure For Measure,” and
“Twelfth Night” for the New Jersey
Shakespeare Festival of Woodbridge.
Barry was a founding board member of
City Lights Theater in Perth Amboy, where
he was scenic designer, and also had major
roles in all the shows including “The Glass
Menagerie,” “Arsenic and Old Lace,” “Gaslight,” “I Do, I Do,” “The Mousetrap,” “Look
Back In Anger,” “Born Yesterday,” and
“Godspell.”
Gomolka moved to New York City in
1978 and did several off-Broadway shows
such as “Red Riding Hood’s Revenge,” and
also performed for the Renaissance Theater
continued on page 23

Fire Destroys South Amboy Business
By Tom Burkard

The Olde Towne Deli & Liquors store,
located at 138 South Broadway, South
Amboy was destroyed by a three-alarm fire
on February 28. The blaze began at 12:31
a.m., and fire companies from Sayreville,
Perth Amboy, Cheesequake, Madison Park,
East Brunswick and South River were called
to assist the South Amboy Fire Dept. through
the mutual aid program. 90 firefighters
turned out to battle the inferno. 2nd Assistant Fire Chief, Tim Walczak said that the
fire was brought under control by 3:10 a.m.
Nine people from nearby homes had to be
relocated.

The fire is believed to have started on
the left side of the rear of the building near
the back. It spread to the roof, then the roof
fell onto the second floor, and the second
floor collapsed onto the first floor.
South Amboy Fire Marshal, Ed
Szatkowski said that the shell of the building
will have to come down. He also stated that
an investigation is underway to determine
the cause of the blaze.
It was a close call for the popular
Sciortino’s at Harbor Lights Restaurant just
a couple of doors away from the fire. They
continued on page 24
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Grand Marshal
Ryan Makes A Big
Difference
By Tom Burkard

Grand Marshal of the St. Patrick’s Day
Parade, Jim Ryan has been helping to make
a big difference in South Amboy his entire
life. Born and raised in “The Pleasant Little
City,” his grandfather was South Amboy
Fire Chief in 1911, and his father was the
founder of the Sayreville Emergency Squad.
Ryan became interested in helping
people, when he joined the South Amboy
First Aid Squad, right after finishing high
school. He has been helping the sick and
injured for 46 years, and is the longest tenured member on the Squad.
continued on page 22

Dr. Martin Steps
Down
South Amboy Superintendent of
Schools, Dr. Patrick Martin will be leaving
the school district at the end of the school
year on July 1, 2005. Family obligations
that require Dr. Martin to be closer to home
led to his decision to leave his position in
South Amboy.
“It was my good fortune to come to the
South Amboy district at a time when the
Board of Education, staff, students, parents,
city government, business community, and
the city’s voters all were pulling together in
such a productive manner for the benefit of
our public school children. The search for
the South Amboy district’s new superintendent is just beginning, but I already can tell
you that I am envious of whoever it will be,”
said Dr. Martin.

NEXT ISSUE
APRIL 16TH
• Mother’s Day
• Passover
• Baseball

continued on page 24

Joe Noble
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Aftermath-Olde Towne Deli & Liquors store, a longtime South Amboy business was gutted
by a three alarm fire on February 28th. Firefighters and workers are shown about 6 hours
after the fire was extinguished. (Photo By Tom Burkard)

ALL DEADLINES
APRIL 4TH
For Ads Call
732-727-0398
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Talk of The Towns

Pleasant Little Trivia

By Tom Burkard

By Tom Burkard

Szatkowski On St. John’s Dance
Team
Former South Amboy HS standout athlete, Tracie Szatkowski is currently dancing
with St. John’s University Dance team. The
team performs all the time at Madison Square
Garden during the basketball games, and
also finished 3rd place in Division 1 competition at Disney World recently. They will
soon be on ESPN.
The St. John’s Dance team was also on
Emerald’s Cooking Show on Channel 29
recently. Congratulations, Tracie!
In Memoriam
Ethel Thompson, 87, formerly of South
Amboy died on Feb. 13. She was a kind and
wonderful lady. Dorothy Rogers, 82, of
Morgan died on Feb. 19.
She and her late husband owned Morgan Liquors on Pine Ave. from 1960-1987.
Jean Banks, 82, of Sayreville died on Feb.
23. She was past president of the Sayreville
Historical Society, and past president of the
Parlin Women’s Club. Francis J. “Frank”
Seaman, 77, of South Amboy died on Feb.
24. He served as a Borough of Sayreville
policeman for 28 years. Frank was a wonderful neighbor and will really be missed.
Claire Sullivan, 94, of South Amboy died on
Feb. 28. She was one of the first women
admitted into Fordham College’s School of
Pre-Law. She also taught in the Borough of
Sayreville school system from 1951-1974.
Kathryn Derent, 88, of Sayreville died on
Feb. 28. She was past president of Our Lady
of Victories PTA, and ran daytime bingo for
many years at OLV. Kathryn was a dedicated volunteer for local and regional Diocese of Metuchen organizations. Josephine
Ciol, 94 of South Amboy died on Feb. 28.
She worked at Du Pont Photo Products for
45 years, and was a past president of the
South Amboy Seniors. JoAnn “Dolly”
Harvey, 64, of Sayreville died on March 3.
She was a member of the Melrose
Blackhawks, and past captain of the honor
guard. JoAnn won 9 championships in
American Legion honor guard. Mary

1.In 1954, this pizza parlor was located
on Stevens Ave., South Amboy? a.Villa
Marotta b.Julio’s c.Abbatiello’s
2.The Hoffman High School play in ’93
was? a.Beauty & The Beast b.Arsenic &
Old Lace c.Singin’ The Blues
3.He was once the pastor of St.
Bernadette’s Church? a.Father O’Day
b.Msgr. Mendez c.Rev. Richard Brown
4.Pastor of Our Lady of Victories
Church in 1976? a.Rev. Dalton b.Rev.
Waverly c.Rev. Etchemendy
5.President of the Luke A. Lovely
American Legion Post #62, South Amboy
in ’87? a.Maureen Sekerak b.Pat Kelly
c.May Snodgrass
6.The first postmaster of Parlin Post
Office was? a.Arnold Swarzenburg
b.Edward Dewan c.Anton Labinkiewiz
7.Sayreville High’s “Homecoming
Queen” in ’64? a.Eleanor Geletta b.Susan
Snow c.Annette Kwolinski
8.In ’87 was reappointed to the South
Amboy Redevelopment Agency for a 5year term? a.Ron Ramos b.Kevin Meszaros
c.Alan Higgins
9.The scoutmaster for Sacred Heart
Troop 95 boy scouts in 1990? a.Stanley
Kapica b.Martin Ruszala c.Emery Moldano
10.In ’89 this bakery was located at 115
S. Broadway, South Amboy? a.Roxals
b.Take The Cake c.Happy Times
11.This bar was not located on Feltus
St., South Amboy in 1973? a.Roddy’s
b.Brothers Inn c.The Place
12.This Auto Parts Store was located
on Rt. 9, Sayreville in ’77? a.Highway Auto
Parts b.Sayrebrooke Auto c.Auto Parts Kingdom
1c 2a 3a 4a 5b 6b 7a 8b 9b 10a 11b 12c.
“Mickey” McCarthy Yalicki, 91, formerly
of South Amboy died on March 4. She was
one of the nicest, fun-loving people around.
God bless them all!

”The Sign Says”-Well, actually this brand new, beautiful sign at Sayreville War Memorial
High School on Washington Road displays the time, temperature, and other newsworthy
items. (Photo By Tom Burkard)

Pig Roast-April 30th Egg Hunt-March 19
Madison Park Fire Dept. &
Mechanicsville Hose Co. #1 will be sponsoring Pig Roast ‘05 on April 30th at the
Madison Park Firehouse, Cheesequake Rd.,
Old Bridge (Near Bordentown Ave.). Doors
open at 1 p.m., and serving will be from 26 p.m. Buy tickets in advance and save $10.
Prices are $15 for adults, $8 for kids under
12. $25 at the door. A bottomless Frosty
Adult beverage mug is $5. Also included is
DJ entertainment, door prizes, horse shoes,
and a good old time! For tickets call 732921-4227 or Mike at 732-525-0265.

Pancake BreakfastMarch 20
The Sayreville Lions Club will hold its
Annual Pancake Breakfast on March 20 at
the Sayreville War Memorial High School
from 8 a.m. to noon. Tickets are $5 for
adults, and $3 for children. Tickets are
available from members or at the door of the
High School cafeteria on the day of the
Pancake Breakfast. The Sayreville Lions
Club is a non-profit organization dedicated
to helping others in our community, district
and state. Our motto is “We serve.”

The Sayreville Recreation Dept. will
hold its Egg Hunt on March 19 for ages 3-9.
The event will take place at Boro Hall Fields
at 10 a.m. sharp!

Wilson School
Homecoming/
Anniversary
Wilson School, one of the oldest educational facilities in Sayreville will be celebrating this year, its 75th year of continued
excellence in education. The Wilson School
PTO is currently planning an anniversary
celebration and homecoming for May 6
from 7-9 p.m. at the school.
The PTO hopes to raise enough money
to purchase a sign for the front lawn area of
the school in honor of this anniversary and
homecoming celebration. Any consideration would be greatly appreciated. For
more info, call 732-238-0121.
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★ Business of the Month ★
CRTS – Computer Repair and
Training Services, LLC
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Her
secret
is an
ASPS
plastic
surgeon.
ACTUAL ASPS PATIENT

Put your confidence in a plastic surgeon who is certified by
the American Board of Plastic Surgery.
(l-r) Mike Bebkowicz, Sr. Technician and Jack Vacca, Owner, are ready behind the
counter to greet their customers at CRTS. (Photo by Brian Stratton)

CRTS – Computer Repair and
Training Services, LLC opened for business on July 21, 2004. Owner Jack
Vacca has over 30 years of computer
experience as a Data Processing Manager. Jack has been a small business
owner since 1990. He is a Disabled
Vietnam Veteran and is married to Mary
Kate Vacca (Kelly). Jack is also very
involved in the surrounding communities and is an active member of S.A.N.D.
the South Amboy Neighborhood Development organization.
Jack’s Senior Technician at CRTS
is Michael J. Bebkowicz. Mike graduated from Somerset Technical Institute
in 1996. He has over nine years experience in all aspects of Networking and
Microsoft Windows. In addition, Mike
is a certified Dell computer Technician
and a Certified Windows NT Technician.
CRTS provides expert service in all
aspects of computers. Repairs, Upgrades
and Fine Tuning of your computer are
made in a prompt and professional manner. In addition CRTS specializes in all
aspects of Virus removal and protection. Did you ever lose valuable information or pictures due to a system crash?
Let CRTS perform their magic and recover that lost data for you. You can
bring your computer in to CRTS or let

OLV Knights Blood
Drive-March 13
Our Lady of Victories Knights of Columbus Council #2061 is holding a blood
drive on March 13 from 9:30 a.m. to 2 p.m.
at the council home, located at 775 Washington Rd., Parlin. Please donate for this
worthy cause.

them come to you. Yes, they make
House Calls!!
If you are looking for a new computer and want one that will meet your
needs, Jack and Mike can put together a
Custom System for you that will not
only meet your computing needs but
will also fit into your budget. Custom
Systems range in price from $300.00 to
$3,000.00 dollars.
New and used computers are also
available for sale as well as all the components that go into making a computer,
i.e. hard drives, keyboards, memory, etc.
Computer training is also a service
provided by CRTS. From basic computer skills to using the internet to using
complex programs, Mike and Jack can
have you up and running like a pro in no
time at all. Best of all, one on one
training is provided to ensure that each
student is able to move at their own pace
and learn as much as possible.
So the next time your computer
crashes or if you are looking to upgrade
your current computer, buy a new computer or if you want to brush up on your
computing skills, stop by CRTS. They
are conveniently located at 2088 Rt. 35
North in South Amboy (2 doors down
from CENTRO), or give them a call at
732-727-0202.

Gift & Tea AuctionApril 24
A Gift & Tea Auction will be held at
Cardinal McCarrick H.S. Gymnasium (corner of Second St. & Stevens Ave.) on April
24. Doors open at noon, and the first drawing will be at 2 p.m. Seating is limited.
Admission is $10. Please contact the Development Office for tickets at 732-721-0748
ext. 5.

Sandra J. Gatt, MD, FACS
540 Bordentown Ave., Suite 4100 • South Amboy, NJ
08879
In the South Amboy Medical Center

732-274-1500
www.sandragatt.com

• Moles • Skin Cancer • Wounds • Cosmetic Surgery
• Reconstructive Surgery • Lasers
• Also: Procedures Unique to Senior Citizens

Medicare
Workman’s Compensation
AMERICAN SOCIETY OF
PLASTIC SURGEONS

Medical Insurance
Visa/Mastercard
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Yearbook-Sayreville 1990
By Tom Burkard

The school year kicked off in September 1989 with Paula Abdul topping the music charts with “Cold Hearted. . .”New Beginnings” was the theme for the Sayreville
yearbook. . Dennis Fyffe was principal.
Some of his fine faculty were: Dorothy
Coluccio, Rose Caubet, Louis Kravet, Judith
Mischne, Georgia Baumann, Rocco Lionetti,
William Doll, Steve Gozora, Nancy Pfeil,
Charles Osborn, Janet Ryan, Lawrence
Helwig. . .
The Student Council consisted of president-Gina Caruso, vice-president-Joseph
“J.J.” Donato, secretary-Lynn Pittorino, treasurer-Lisa Lozak. . .
Some of the large senior class consisted
of these random selections: Melanie Albert,
Tanya Appel, Scott Appleby, Sharon Bird,
Belinda Bruce, Melinda Carney, Jennifer
Cislo, Bobby-Jo Coffin, Patrice Connors,
Jim Conroy, Kerri Cox, Jayne Crawford,
Jennifer Cutting, Deborah Denuto, Nicole
DiBella, Lucia DiMaggio, Cheryl Dunn,
Steven Evanego, Maurice Evans, Tracey
Eppinger, Shisheda Ford, Patricia Ann Forte,
David Frank, Kelly Fredericks, James
Gillette, Elizabeth Gorka, Carolyn Hansel,
David Harkness, Jodie Hoeschele, Joseph
Horn, Justin Jacoby, Jennifer Jessen, Robert
Jones, Edward Jurkiewicz, Melissa Kaplan,
Jim-Ju Kim, Lisa Kist, John Klosek, Larry
Krainski, Daniel Kuczynski, Thomas
Kutcher, Joseph Kwiatkowski, Lisa Langan,
Allison Lawrence, Han Young Lee, Lisa
Lorentz, Christine Lovell, Sherri Maffucci,
Kelan Magee, Jennifer Malik, Anne Marie
Mancini, Christopher Marconi, Randy
Miara, Jodie Minnick, Christopher Morgan,
Scott R. Mueller, Pamela S. Newton, John
Nugent, Kimberly Oleskin, Tammy
Osmond, Donna Pavlik, Daniel Pawelek,
Matthew Pawlak, Jennifer Pennell, Amanda
Phily, Bernadette Piechocinski, Joey Pinto,
Caroline Puchala, Kristine Quick, Carolyn
Radich, John Rappleyea, David Reilly, Kimberly Revolinsky, Walter Rhodes, J.D. Rob-

erts, Teresa Roggemann, Susan Salamon,
Neil Sapoff, Allison Santos, Ronny
Sarnecky, April Scavone, Shannon Scheid,
Lisa Schnorrbush, Lawrence Schultz,
Kendra Scibek, John Senkowski, Heath
Simpson, William Smith Jr., Brian Steiner,
Donna Stuart, David Taeschler, Christopher Tedesco, Felicia Tomaszewski, Gwen
Truchan, Melanie Van Pell, Felicia Weinrib,
Gail Wisniewski, Brian Wojaczyk, Melissa
Wong, Tracey Zagata.
Social activities, school clubs and organizations were plentiful at Sayreville War
Memorial High School in 1990. The theme
for Homecoming ’89 was “An American
Postcard.” Lauren Doyle was selected
Homecoming Queen. . .”Anything Goes”
was also a popular student event. . .The Jazz
Concert brought a different style of music to
the Class of ‘’90. . .
Library Council president- Jane Pistilli.
Math Club president- Scott Kelly. . EditorIn-Chief of the the school newspaper, “Echo
Lites” was Jeff Turbitt . . .The school play
“Guys and Dolls” played before a packed
house each night. . .
Almost all of the sports teams teams
had winning seasons during the 1989-90
school year. Some of the finest senior athletes selected randomly included: Christopher Beagan (Current Wrestling Coach),
Joe Castellano, J.J. Damato, Jeffrey Givand,
Ramon Leak, Alma Molato, Frank Piscitelli,
Jennifer Prebola, Stephanie Suminski,
Pramod Meduru, Tony Scalfoni, Chris
Lovasz, Scott Kelly, Joanne Vasile, Erin
Nemirovsky, Jim Larsen, Joe Figueroa,
Robin Brower, Joann Gasper, Alicia Beers,
Melinda Williams, Dawn DiGregorio, Kara
Walsh, Jim Smith, Chris Davis, Mark Nelson,
Jennifer Prebola, Kelly McCrum. . . At
graduation time, Sayreville War Memorial
High School’s Class of ’90 probably heard
Madonna’s #1 hit, “Vogue.” The Class of
1990 was loaded with unlimited talent and
potential. . .

Money
By Al Gomolka Jr.
Times Poet Laureate
c.1996

Seek not the almighty dollar
It yields almighty woe
To be rich is not what it seems
Live content within your means
Priceless is the gift of health
More than stardom, more than wealth
Work doing something you like
Raise your kids up right
Give more to others
For selfishness smothers
To have a home and food and family and
friends
Money is worthless, just a means to an end.

Hoffman Hi-Lites
By Lenn Ambroziak

The H.G. Hoffman class of 1985 will
be holding their 20th year class reunion at
the Armory in Perth Amboy, on Saturday,
April 30th 2005. The cost is $65 per person.
Which includes dinner, drinks and dancing!
For more info Please contact Dawn Falk Crocetti at dawnfalk@optonline.net or 973983-1963.
We also will be taking donations for
Kim Peterson-Duncan’s son Matthew. Matthew has been diagnosed with nonHodgkin’s lymphoma. If you know our fellow classmate Kim, and or would like to
donate. Please contact Dawn for more information. All checks will be presented to Kim
on April 30th at our 20th Reunion celebration.
The deposit has been placed for our 7th
annual Alumni Reunion also at The Armory
on Sunday August 21, 2005 starting at 1pm.
The cost this year will be $40 pp in advance
and $45 at the door. The casual party will
include a buffet, drinks and door prizes. Ms.
Susan Mattsson of 241 Cindy St. Old Bridge,
NJ will again be collecting the funds for the
party. In case you need more info please
contact Lenny at 732- 251-4648 or
ambrozlf@yahoo.com.

Local Author’s
Night
The Friends of the Sayreville Public
Library will host a Local Author’s Night at
the Sayreville Public Library on Washington Road in Parlin, NJ on Friday, April 8,
2005 from 7PM to 9PM. The authors will be
available to answer any writing questions
and will also be available to autograph their
books. Books will be available for purchase
from the authors. Some of the local authors
that will be in attendance are Jerry Smith,
Tom Burkard, Flo Fitzgerald, Jim Carney,
Chelle Martin, Helen Boehm and George
Francey. The program is free and open to the
public. Light refreshments will be served.
Come and join us for a refreshing
evening with our local talent. For further
information contact Teri at (732)727-7639.
The Miraculous Prayer
Dear Heart of Jesus, in the past I have asked for
many favors. This time I ask you this my special one
(mention favor). Take it, Dear Jesus, and place it
within your own broken heart, where your Father sees
it. Then, in His merciful eyes, it will become your favor,
not mine. Amen. EP
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Auditions At
Sayreville

News From Dowdell
Library

Auditions will be held for The Sayreville
Main St. Theater Company’s production of
“Scarlet Pimpernel” on Saturday, March 12
at 1 p.m. at the Company’s new theater on
Bordentown Ave. in Parlin. Those who are
planning on attending the audition should
be ready to sing and dance. The show is set
to open in early May.

The teen “Design Your Favorite Book
Cover” contest deadline has been extended
to April 1. This contest is open to all
Dowdell Library card holders ages 11-18.
Please contact the library for further information at 732-721-6060 or Children@Dowdell.org.
We are also starting storytime for ages
3 1/2 to 5 and 6 and up in April, featuring
Miss Jessica, the new head of Children’s
Services. Watch for upcoming events during National Library Week April 11.

Free Cancer
Screening-March 19 Reptiles ProgramRaritan Bay Medical Center’s March 20
Master Distiller, Jimmy Bedford (l) recently appeared at Main Liquors & Wines in South
Amboy, where he met patrons and autographed bottles of his Jack Daniels Old No. 7 brand
of quality Tennessee Sour Mash Whiskey. Mike Lopez (r) of Sayreville gets Bedford’s
signature on his purchase. (Photo By Tom Burkard)

Polar Bear Plunge
Every year this event takes place at
Point Pleasant Beach to raise funds for the
Special Olympics.
On February 27th South Amboy High
School senior Gloriann Rutkowski did just
that. She took the plunge into the icy waters
of the Atlantic Ocean along with Class of
2004 graduate Arvid Agosto.
Unfortunately Gloriann became sick
during the week and had her doubts about
the plunge. Students sometimes don’t get
the credit they deserve for volunteering. She

South Amboy Youth
Athletic Association
The South Amboy Youth Athletic Association (SAYAA) now features a great
webpage! For registration forms, league
information, and latest news go to:
www.leaguelineup.com/sayaabaseball.

knew she had to complete this task after
raising the money for this worthwhile cause.
Gloriann is familiar with this type of
fundraiser since her uncle is a Jersey City
Police Officer. With a little rest and some
medical advice Gloriann made the event and
said it was all worth the effort.

Trivia Fun At First
Presbyterian
So you think you know trivia? Well,
come on out to The First Presbyterian Church,
North Broadway, South Amboy on March
12 at 5 p.m. for Family Trivia Fun. It should
be a really fun time for family and friends as
they test their trivia knowledge.
Featured topics will be Church History,
South Amboy History, Entertainment, Teen
Topics and Sports. Prizes will be given. For
more info, call 732-525-1139.

Jacqueline M. & Robert N. Wilentz Cancer
Center is sponsoring a FREE Cancer Screening, Education & Awareness Day on Sat.,
March 19, from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. This event
promotes early detection and general cancer
education.

A general program, “Reptiles of
Cheesequake and NJ” will be held on March
20 at the Interpretive Center at Cheesequake
State Park, starting at 1 p.m. The event is
FREE, and open to all ages. For more info
call 732-566-3208.

South Amboy-Sayreville Times

March 12, 2005 7

8 March 12, 2005

South Amboy-Sayreville Times

Spaghetti Dinner
The Holy Name Society “Spaghetti”
Dinner” will be held on Saturday March
19,2005 4PM to 7PM $8.00 Adult and
$4.00 Child. Includes Spaghetti/ Meatballs,
Bread & Butter, Tossed Salad, Coffee, Soda
And Desert. Cash Bar of Beer & Wine. NO
BYOB Take out orders available. Tickets
on sale March 5th & 6th, March 12 & 13th
after all Masses and during the week in the
Church office. For more information contact, St Stanislaus Kostka Church 225
MacArthur Ave Sayreville 732-254-0212.
A PRAYER FOR HEALING
Lord, you invited all who are burdened to come to
You. Allow your healing hand to heal me. Touch my
soul with Your compassion for others. Touch my heart
with Your courage and infinite love for all. Touch my
mind with Your wisdom, that my mouth may always
proclaim Your praise. Teach me to reach out to You in
my need. Help me to lead others to You by my
example. Most loving Heart of Jesus, bring me health
in body and spirit so that I may serve You with all my
strength. Touch gently this life which you have created.
Amen -T.B.

SSGT J.D. Humphrey

Military News
J.D. Humphrey of South Amboy has
been promoted to Staff Sergeant in the United
States Air Force. He is attached to the 514th
Security Forces Squadron at McGuire Air
Force Base, NJ.
SSGT Humphrey, who has been in the
Air Force for over 5 years, enlisted in the Air
Force Reserves, and after Sept. 11, 2001,
was called to active duty for two years. He
is currently serving his second activation
out of McGuire AFB.
J.D. has been deployed at Alaska, and
also Spain, and has worked two separate
Eagle Flag exercises with the Air Mobility
Air Warfare Center out of Lakehurst Naval
Air Station. His service has been highly
commendable, as can be attested by his
selection as “Airman of the Year for 2004.”
J.D. is the son of Jack and Debbie Humphrey
of South Amboy. Congratulations, J.D.!
Keep up the great work!

MIRACULOUS INVOCATION
TO ST. THERESA
O Glorious St. Therea, whom Almighty God has
raised up to aid and counsel mankind, I invite your
miraculous intercession. So powerful are you in
obtaining every need of body and soul, our Holy
Mother Church proclaims you a “prodigy of miracles,
the greatest Saint of modern times.” Now I fervently
beseech you to answer my petition (mention here) and
carry out your promise of doing good upon earth of
letting fall from heaven a shower of roses, henceforth,
Dear Little Flower, I will fulfill your plea to be made
known everywhere and I will never cease to lead
others to Jesus through you. Amen.-B.T.S.
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Big Moment In Local History. . .

Early 1960’s-Pictured at the groundbreaking ceremony of the Frog Hollow Swim & Tennis
club are founding members and other local dignitaries. Front (l-r) John Nappi, John Coan,
Joe Pytel, Jack Banfield, Jim Harrigan, Jimmy Van Der Veer, Jim Croddick, Alfred “Allie”
Clark, ?, ?. Back row (l-r) William “Doc” O’Leary, ?, ?, Jack Howley, Joe Charmello, ?, Police
Officer Jack O’Leary. (Photo and names courtesy of Allie Clark)

South Amboy Elementary School
Second Marking Period Honor
Roll of Distinction
6-1 Diane Dzioba, Jacquelyn Latil,
Morgan Silva, 6-2 Brittany Larkin, Victoria
LaVigne, Holly Wood, 6-4 Ashley Kuhn,
Kieran Lenahan, 5-1 Jonathan Bloodgood,
Katie Lyn Roberts, 5-2 Taylor Bernosky,
Tyler Simko, 5-3 Tiffany Shaw, Haley
Starek, 5-4 Brandon Russell, 4-1 Marvi
Boyce, Alfred Gawron, Breanna Hathcock,
Megan Varga, 4-3 Katie Makar, Honor
Roll: 6-1 Nicole Acosta, Christopher Brown,
Stefano Fischer, Ryan Spencer, Danielle
Tucka, Bridget Winkler, 6-2 Stephanie
Bryant, Carissa Buckalew, Brandon Corujo,
Dustin DeVoe, Luz Estrada, KyLee
Malkiewicz, Edward McKeon, Jenna
Merola, Randy Pastor,Thomas Rathbun,
Scott Stratton, Emily Valsechi, Korie Vee,
6-3 Trang Duong, Kyle Hillebrant, Rachel
Hulsart, Krystian Kalinowski, Melissa
Kelleman, Ayseh Khalil, Melissa McCleery,
Rose Rager, Rachel Sharp, Vanchi Thi Le,

6-4 Colleen Brown, Thomas Eib, Raymond
Ghigliotty, Megan Kelly, Sean McNeill,
Rae Lynn Sullivan, 5-1 Gina Bongiorno,
Patricia Cruz, Luke Gremza, Ashley Huneke,
Scott MacConnell, Anna Shemchuk, 5-2
Bree Bernosky, Kathleen Metcalf,
Marisa Reigle, Michael Zammit, 5-3
John Affriol, Jillian Buckalew, Devon
Carney, Jesse Flynn, Alisha Hendricks,
Anthony Quispe, Vishal Rama, Richard
Schnyderite, Amanda Tackman, Matt
Zanoni, 5-4 Robert Burns, Stephen DeLeo,
Megan Jackson, Luke McNally, 4-1 Sarah
Doyle, Jamie Letts, Anna Lyons, Raymond
Tierney, 4-2 Janessa Arsenault, Christopher
Cruz, Ryan Kudelka, Matthew Lavan, Jessica Malizewski, Jet Manzi, Amanda
Rodriguez, Zachary Schmidt, Kristen
Wanko, 4-3 Nicole Burns, Elton Cheng,
Brandon Gray, Bryanna Hendricks, Rebecca
Koy, Kyle Krzyzanowski, Danielle Skorupa,
Shannon Van Allen, and Kylie Villig.
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Fishing Flashes
By Teo “Weebles” Weber

732-721-9093
For All Your Health Care Needs

Peterson Pharmacy
"Serving The Community Over 100 Years"
• Money Orders
• Money Grams
• Film Developing
• All Utility Bills
• Fax
• Greeting Cards
•

Medical/Surgical Supplies

Now accepting payments for gas, electric, cable & others

FREE Delivery for Senior Citizens
132 North Broadway
732-721-0137South
Amboy, NJ 08879

Salt Water
The excessive cold weather has slowed
up just about all the fishing activity. March
1st marks the opening of Striped Bass and
Winter Flounder season in the Bay. Don’t
expect action to be good due to the cold
waters. As of now there is no change in State
regulations or seasons for the flounder so far.
There may be changes later on however.
From what I hear this years Fluke regulations
are the same, 16 inch size limit with an 8 fish
limit allowed, but a longer season. For Porgies inside of 3 miles, the size limit drops
from 10 to 9 inches. Party Boat Ling &
Blackfish are just a pick with stray Cod now
and then. Mackerel are gone. At times there
are Herring in Manasquan Inlet being caught
on sabiki rigs. The only fishing that is good
now are the special trips by reservation to the
far out wrecks for the great Sea Bass run on
the Jamaica out of Brielle. Some Cod, Pollock and Ling are also being caught on these
trips.
Fresh Water
Where there is safe ice, fishing for Pickerel and Perch is good in the coves of Lake
Hopatcong and Farrington Lake. A 6lb bass
was caught there through the ice. Trout
fishing should be good from the shore in
Round Valley by the boat ramp. Looking
ahead, opening day Trout season is April 9th.

Obituaries
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SITE
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Aurnhammer, Mary M., 63, of Parlin
died on March 3.
Banks, Jean A., 82, of Sayreville died
on Feb. 23.
Batruk, Sophie C., 84, of Sayreville
died on Feb. 11.
Bella, Antonio, 91, of Parlin died on
Feb. 15.
Chionchio, Matthew J., 88, of Sayreville
died on Feb. 25.
Ciol, Josephine Hojncaki, 94, of South
Amboy died on Feb. 28.
Derent, Kathryn, 88, of Sayreville died
on Feb. 28.
Flanagan, Stephen R., 64, of South
Amboy died on Feb. 7.
Gecek, John A. Sr., 89, of Sayreville
died on Feb. 21.
George, Mary, 80, of Parlin died on
Feb. 7.
Harvey, JoAnn “Dolly” Yetsko, 64, of
Sayreville died on March 3.
Hauser, Donna, 44, of Parlin died on
Feb. 4.
Holthausen, Gladys, 85, of Sayreville
died on Feb. 7.
Kasztan, Antonia, 94, of South Amboy
died on Feb. 28.
Krupinski, Sophie T., 88, of South
Amboy died on Feb. 18.
Malkiewicz, Stephen J., 87, of South
Amboy died on Feb. 9.
Marcinczyk, John F., 88, of Sayreville
died on Feb. 6.
McBride, Florence “Chossie,” 84, of
Parlin died on Feb. 15.
Musica, Anthony S., 83, of Parlin died
on Feb. 5.
Noble, Joseph T., 80, of South Amboy
died on March 3.
Nebus, Pauline S., 91, of Sayreville
died on Feb. 7.
O’Gorman, Catherine Coughlin, 79, of
Parlin died on Feb. 16.
Parnagian, Josephine, 84, of Parlin died
on Feb. 19.
Polanski, John, 73, formerly of South
Amboy died on Feb. 10.
Purcell, Philip J., 85, of South Amboy
died on Feb. 17.
Rogers, Dorothy, 82, of Morgan died
on Feb. 19.
Schaffer, John P., 90, of Parlin died on
Feb. 27.
Seaman, Francis J., 77, of South Amboy
died on Feb. 24.
Shapiro, Josephine, 74, of Parlin died
on March 3.
Sullivan, Claire Eggers, 94, of South
Amboy died on Feb. 28.
Thompson, Ethel, 87, formerly of South
Amboy died on Feb. 13.
Vee, Elsie R., of Parlin died on Feb. 15.
Ward, Claire H., 78, of Sayreville died
on Jan. 2.
Wojtaszek, Joseph G., 82, of Sayreville
died on Feb. 28.
Yalicki, Mary “Mickey” McCarthy, 91,
formerly of South Amboy died on March 4.
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The South Amboy Education Association sponsored “ Breakfast with Winnie the Pooh” on
February 26th at the South Amboy Elementary School. The event, in collaboration with the
Board of Education and PTO, included stories, pancakes, arts & craft project and handouts
on the importance of reading aloud to their children. (Photo Courtesy of SA Schools)

Breakfast With Pooh
By Ashley Kuhn 6th grade student at SA Elementary School

On Saturday, February 26th Winnie the
Pooh can to the South Amboy Elementary
School for breakfast and story telling with
some very excited children. Children ages
three to seven were invited to attend the
special event.
After Pooh welcomed everyone he sat
down with the children to listen to a story
about Winnie the Pooh and his friends at the
100 acre woods. The children sat and listened with great interest.
When the story was finished, everyone
moved to the cafeteria where pancakes and
juice were served. As the children ate they
were treated to Winnie the Pooh cartoons
that played on the stage.
After finishing up eating the children
began to make a craft of Winnie the Pooh.
When they were done with the crafts they
went back to the gym for more stories.

Everyone had a wonderful time and
look forward to future events like this one!

SA Youth Athletic
Association
The South Amboy Youth Athletic Association announces the following events
for 2005:
Opening Day - April 23, 2005, Movie
Night - May 21, 2005, Trenton Thunder Bus
Trip - June 3, 2005, 2005 League Picnic June 25, 2005.
General Membership meeting for the
South Amboy Youth Athletic Association
to be held on Wednesday, March 16, 2005
at 7:30pm at the Senior Citizen Center.
Attendance is mandatory for all managers
and coaches. All parents welcome.
Contact Jeff Pacansky, League President at (732)238-9923 for details
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Stella Misiewicz

Senior Citizen of the
Year
Our Lady of Victories Knights of Columbus Council #2061 of Sayreville recently held its Community Service Awards.
Stella Misiewicz was selected “Senior Citizen of the Year.” She was honored and
presented with a plaque for outstanding service and dedication to the community, for
all her involvement in charity work in the
community, and outstanding dedication and
service. She is the mother of Dr. John
Misiewicz and the late Dr. Thomas
Misiewicz. She is also the grandmother of
four grandchildren, Josh and Matt Misiewicz,
and Anna Lisa and Mark Misiewicz. Congratulations!

Purcell Dies At 85
By Tom Burkard

Very well-liked and highly-respected,
Philip Purcell, 85, of South Amboy died on
Feb. 17. He was an active member in many
social and fraternal organizations. He was
one of the original umpires in the South
Amboy Little League when it was organized in the early 1950’s. In the 1960’s, Mr.
Purcell was Chairman of the South Amboy
Republican Party. He was also Past President of the South Amboy Library Board. In
1999, he was Flag Raiser, and in 2000 was
chosen “Hibernian of the Year” by the Ancient Order of Hibernians, David B. Kelly
Division, South Amboy. The BenyeiConnors Disabled American Veterans of
South Amboy presented him with the
“Bronze Leader Award” from the
Commander’s Club. Mr. Purcell was a fine
gentleman, who gave everyone a fair chance.
He will be sadly missed, but always remembered. God Bless!

Old Sayings Part 1
By Elaine Scott

360 Main Street
South Amboy, NJ 08879

(732) 721-1166

If you’ve been around for awhile, well,
actually, a pretty long time, you probably
heard some of these very strange sayings
from long, long ago. See how many you
remember hearing, and just think for a moment about what they really mean.
*You don’t have two nickels to rub
together. *Get a grip. *He was drunk as a
skunk. *You’re sharp as a razor. *The rich
get richer and the poor stay poor. *A stitch
in time saves nine. *You’re as fine as wine.
*The sidewalk is so hot, you can fry eggs on
it. *You’re full of baloney. *Make it
snappy. *Colder than an icebox. *You put
your foot in your mouth. *It blew me away.
*Little pitchers have big ears. *It’s not
worth a plugged nickel. *Zip your mouth.
*Slap dab in the middle. *Knock your
socks off. *That’s Jim Dandy. *You’re the
apple of my eye. *You’re as sharp as a tack.
*Jeepers creepers. *Waste not, want not.
*Curiosity killed the cat. *You’re two
sheets to the wind. *Gee Whiz. *Gee
Willickers. *Hammin’ It Up. *Cream of
the crop. *It’s a piece of cake. *You have
a yellow stripe down your back. *Penny
pincher. *Nickel and dimin’ it. *Shake a
leg. *Hands down. *High tail it out of here.
*Nose to the grindstone. *Don’t give me no
lip. *Keep your nose clean.
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March of Dimes National Ambassador, Navy Anderson visited South Amboy Elementary,
Middle and High Schools last week. The visit to South Amboy Schools was the only stop in
New Jersey for Navy. The South Amboy Walk-America Team, raised over $21,000.00 last
year and they are shooting to raise more this year. Pictured (left photo) Jamie Anderson and
her daughter Navy. (right photo) (l-r) Superintendent of South Amboy Schools, Dr. Patrick
Martin, Jamie Anderson, Navy Anderson, Octavia Zampella and Principal of SA Middle/High
School, Jose Aviles. (Photo by Brian Stratton)

My Greatest Card Find:
Unbelievable!
By Al Gomolka Jr.

I’ve been a sports card collector since
1955, and I dabbled a bit in non-sports cards.
On a summer’s day in 1974, I attended
Englishtown Flea Market, which at this time
was considered the largest of its kind in the
world! (72 acres and thousands of sales tables)
Little did I realize that a soon-to-be card
find would enlighten and change my hobby
direction into the non-sports card field.
Under one table, I noticed a giant suitcase
filled with non-sports card treasures. I never
saw so many non-sport cards in one place at
one time! When I inquired of the person what
price he wanted for these gems (at least in my
mind: in the early 70’s, cards were still considered throw-aways by most). Before stating his
price, he said, “Oh, I have another giant box
full in my car.” ( 2 ft. x 2 ft. x 1 ft. box spilling
over). “Take all of them for $10!” A ten spot
flew out of my hand before I could say “I’ll
take ‘em.”
The happy salesman helped me divvy the
two large containers into six smaller boxes and
bags, and I had to make six trips back to my car.
My heart was actually pounding with anticipation of what kind of sets may be included, and
I couldn’t wait to get home to go through them
one by one!
What I found was just amazing and quite
unbelievable to my few collecting friends and
my family. My father thought I was nuts in the
head for spending ten good dollars on just
some pieces of cardboard. I tried (to no avail)
to convince my dad that these cards were
actually tiny art masterpieces. I will list just
some of the various types of cards that were in
this find that I can remember:

Over 500 various early 1900 cigarette
cards; over 500 baseball cards from the 1940’s
and 1950’s including Mantle, Mays, Koufax,
Clemente, two Aaron rookies, Ted Williams,
Yogi Berra, etc.; Wings, Rails ‘N Sails, Flags
of Nations, U.S. Presidents, Zorro, Robin Hood,
TV Westerns, Isolabooth, Goofy Postcards,
You’ll Die Laughing, Horror Monsters, Civil
War News, Combat, Hopalong Cassidy, J.F.K.,
Beatles, Man on the Moon, Target Moon, Flag
Midgees, Ugly Stickers, Casey and Kildare,
Mad Foldees, 3 Stooges, Spins and Needles,
Topps Sport Cars, James Bond, Soupy Sales,
Frank Buck, Hit Stars, Munsters, Addams
Family, etc.; My personal favorites Davy
Crockett, Elivs, World on Wheels, and Beverly
Hillbillies!
There were thousands of cards, and I’m
sure I’m forgetting a lot more. I was instantly
transformed into a non-sports card fanatic.
Since non-sports cards were still in its infancy
stage financially, I did sell off a lot of my
doubles; but the mainstay of this pot of gold at
the end of the rainbow is still precious in my
permanent collection.
It’s anticlimactic now every time I’ve
been to Englishtown Flea Market, for I know
that this find was a once in a lifetime. I’m
happy if I find a short stack of older cards at $1
apiece.
I will never forget the thrill and joy of that
summer’s day, and I will always have that
same joy as I continue my love of this happy
and wonderful card hobby. Keep up hope,
fellow enthusiasts, and maybe someday, a
secret stack of our prized possessions is waiting to be found when you least expect it.

PRAYER TO THE BLESSED VIRGIN
(Never known to fail) Oh, most beautiful flower of
Mt. Carmel, Fruitful vine, splendor of Heaven, blessed
Mother of the Son of God, Immaculate Virgin, assist
me in my necessity. Oh Star of the Sea, help me and
show me, herein you are my mother. Oh, Holy Mary,
Mother of God, Queen of Heaven and Earth! I humbly
beseech you from the bottom of my heart to succor me
in this necessity. There are none that can withstand
your power. Oh, show me herein you are my mother.
Oh Mary, conceived without sin, pray for us who have
recourse to thee (3 times). Holy Mary, I place this
cause in your hands (3 times). Say this prayer for 3
consecutive days. You must publish it and it will be
granted to you. Thank you. -B.T.S.

MIRACULOUS INVOCATION
TO ST. THERESA
O Glorious St. Therea, whom Almighty God has
raised up to aid and counsel mankind, I invite your
miraculous intercession. So powerful are you in
obtaining every need of body and soul, our Holy
Mother Church proclaims you a “prodigy of miracles,
the greatest Saint of modern times.” Now I fervently
beseech you to answer my petition (mention here) and
carry out your promise of doing good upon earth of
letting fall from heaven a shower of roses, henceforth,
Dear Little Flower, I will fulfill your plea to be made
known everywhere and I will never cease to lead
others to Jesus through you. Amen.-E.P.

Old TV Commercials/Jingles
By Elaine Scott

How many SA Times readers remember any of these old TV commercials or
jingles.
“Maxwell House is good to the last
drop, or a better coffee a millionaire’s money
can’t buy.” “M & M’s melt in your mouth
not in your hands.” “Fill it to the rim with
Brim.” “Irish Spring, It’s not just for a
man.” “Where’s the beef?” “Bounty, the
quick picker upper.” “Call for Phil..lip
Mor..riss.” “Snap, crackle and pop.” “Uuum
good, uuum good, that’s what Campbell’s
soups are..uuum good.” “Plop, plop, fizz,
fizz, oh what a relief it is.” “Choo Choo
Charlie was an engineer. Choo Choo Charlie
was his name we hear.” “Brylcream a little
dab will do ya.” “I can’t believe it’s not
butter.” You’ll wonder where the yellow
went, when you brush your teeth with
Pepsodent.” “Wonder Bread builds strong

bodies 12 ways.” “I’d walk a mile for a
camel.” Chunk-a-chunk big chunk,
Chunky.” “Ke double lo double good,
Kellogg’s best for you.” “Wherever wheels
are turning, no matter what the load, get the
name that’s known it’s Firestone, where the
rubber meets the road.” “N-e-s-t-l-e-s,
Nestles makes the very bestÖchocolate.”
“Please don’t squeeze the Charmin.”
“Brusha, brusha brusha. Here’s the new
Ipana, it’s dandy for your teeth.” “I’m
Conchita Banana and I’m here to say..put
bananas in your cereal every day.” “Cigars,
cigarettes, Tiparillos.” “There’s something
about an Aqua Velva man.” “Old Spice
means quality said the captain to the boson,
so ask for the package with the ship that sails
the ocean. Yo ho!” “Let Hertz put you in the
drivers seat today.”
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1960’s TV Trivia
By Tom Burkard

1.How was Barney Fife related to Andy
on the Andy Griffith Show? a.nephew
b.brother c.cousin
2.What was the name of the Douglas
cow on Green Acres? a.Eleanor b.Nellie
c.Bella
3.What was the name of the Clampett’s
bloodhound on The Beverly Hillbillies?
a.Duke b.Spot c.Jefferson
4.What town did the Cleavers live in on
Leave It To Beaver? a.Chicago b.Mayfield
c.Clarksville
5.Who pursued Dobie on The Many
Loves of Dobie Gillis? a.Zena b.Zelda
c.Maureen
6.Mr. Ed was a talking? a.dog b.parrot
c.horse
7.On The Addams Family, Jackie
Coogan played uncle? a.Amos b.Eddie
c.Fester
8.On Petticoat Junction, Kate Bradley
had how many beautiful daughters? a.one
b.two c.three
9.Who was the hired hand on The Real
McCoys? a.Juan Cortez b.Ozzie Mercado
c.Pepino Garcia
10.On Bewitched, Darrin Stevens
worked for a New York? a.ad agency
b.record company c.law office
Answers
1c 2a 3a 4b 5b 6c 7c 8c 9c 10a.

For Your Benefit
By Josephine Gottesman, Esq.

Poochie
Doo

ALL BREED GROOMING

149 NO. BROADWAY
SOUTH AMBOY, NJ 08879

732-525-1172

This edition of our column discusses
the ways in which the applicant for disability benefits can document his or her physical
and/or mental impairments.
No matter which type of disability benefit one is seeking, the burden of proof to
establish the impairment and its impact on
the ability to work rests with the applicant
seeking the benefits. In most cases, the actual name of the impairment is not as important as the actual functional limitations it
places on the individual.
One way to document one’s impairment is, of course, by production of a doctor’s
treatment notes, as well as reports of diagnostic tests taken and laboratory work done.
The reader should be aware that it is your
absolute right to receive a copy of all of the
information in the records maintained by
your doctor. In most cases, the doctor may
charge a reasonable fee for copying the
records and mailing them. However, if one
is unable to afford the fee, the doctor still
must provide the records. A person seeking
disability benefits of any type is advised to
continue to see the treating physician regularly and to tell the doctor about all symptoms, any pain you experience, and the side
effects of your medications, if any. These
statements, recorded by the doctor, become
part of the proof of your impairments relied
upon by the disability carrier.
If your impairment is not readily observable, or if you have an impairment which
is controversial, such as repetitive stress
injury or fibromyalgia, other ways can be
used to document the effects of the impairment on your ability to work. One way is
through the keeping of a daily journal to
document your limitations and pain on any
given day. Another way is through production of affidavits by individuals who know
you well, documenting your condition before and after the onset of your impairment,
as well as how you are affected on a day-byday basis. A third way is by submission of
questionnaires completed by your doctors,
geared towards the requirements of each
type of disability benefit and how you meet
them.
Such documents, properly executed, are
admissible evidence which the disability
benefits carrier must take into account when
deciding if you meet its standards for award
of disability benefits.
To be placed on our mailing list for
free quarterly newsletters, please call us at
(732) 721-3060, or visit us at
www.disabilitybenefitsattorney.com.
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Jobonanno lead singer of Jobonanno And The Godsons of Soul really turned in an excellent
high-energy performance at the Union County Arts Center in Rahway recently. (Photo By
Tom Burkard)

Public Fire Safety
By Jennifer Ciszewski Murphy

What do the Triangle Shirt Factory,
Our Lady of the Angels School, Six Flags
Great Adventure, and The Station Nightclub all have in common? They were all
public places where people died as a result
of poor fire protection and planning. Each
of these fires also brought about changes in
the Fire Code afterwards. Unfortunately,
many times people don’t take fire safety into
account until it is too late. Lawmakers
usually don’t take action until there is a
public outcry after something tragic happens.
You need to take your personal safety
into your own hands in public places. You
need to be aware of your surroundings.
Know where the exits are compared to where
you are located in the building. It is human
nature to leave a building the same way you
came in, so there will be a stampede for the
front door if something happens. A fire can
consume the entire room in less than 5
minutes. That means you have about one to
two minutes to get out.

Extinguish smoking materials thoroughly. Watch for overcrowding in the
room. Overcrowding could lead to problems if a quick evacuation is needed. Use
your senses to keep yourself safe. If you
smell something burning, ask a staff member to investigate. If you see something
burning that shouldn’t be, leave the building
by the closest exit. If there is a fire alarm pull
box on the wall near the exit, activate it as
you leave to alert the other occupants and
possibly the fire department. Once you’re
out of a burning building, stay out. Do not
go back in. A little common sense could be
the difference between life and death.
PRAYER TO THE BLESSED VIRGIN
(Never known to fail) Oh, most beautiful flower of
Mt. Carmel, Fruitful vine, splendor of Heaven, blessed
Mother of the Son of God, Immaculate Virgin, assist
me in my necessity. Oh Star of the Sea, help me and
show me, herein you are my mother. Oh, Holy Mary,
Mother of God, Queen of Heaven and Earth! I humbly
beseech you from the bottom of my heart to succor me
in this necessity. There are none that can withstand
your power. Oh, show me herein you are my mother.
Oh Mary, conceived without sin, pray for us who have
recourse to thee (3 times). Holy Mary, I place this
cause in your hands (3 times). Say this prayer for 3
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#1 Pop Hits On
March 12

New Music

1999-Angel of Mine-Monica
1988-Never Gonna Give You Up-Rick
Astley
1977-Love Theme From “A Star Is Born”Barbara Streisand
1966-The Ballad of The Green Berets-SSG
Barry Sadler
1955-Sincerely-The McGuire Sisters
1944-Mairzy Doats
1933-Ole Faithful

Nancy Griffith- Hearts in Mind†
(New Door)
Inspired by life, love, and everything that
happens in-between, Nancy Griffith packs a
lifetime of memories into these 14 songs.
Deeply personal, thoughtful, and at times
melancholy, songs like “Angels,” “Beautiful,” and “Mountain of Sorrow,” will conjure
up exactly what the titles intend. - She wears
her heart on her sleeve. The only exception is
her duet with Jimmy Buffet “I Love This
Town.” It’s full of heartfelt jabs, done tonguein-cheek that would fit almost any small town.
The infectious hit (“Simple Life,”) generates
it’s own energy propelled by Nancy’s shimmering vocals, and her bands (they’re tight on
every song), bluesy/country touch.
Motley Crue- Red White & Crue
(Hip-O Records)
Can’t Stop, Won’t Stop: The Crue are
back with a greatest hits CD, and a tour.
Motley Crue never cared if the 80’s were back
or not, they just played their defiant hookhappy, big-haired tunes, and that was it. On
this 2 disc set, they pull out all the stops (all
their big & not so big hits are here), for their
fans.- Those Neanderthal knuckle-draggers
that never cut their hair, and knew that SOMEDAY the CRUE WOULD RISE AGAIN!
Riff-driven rock ‘n roll, the reissued songs
sound slightly crisper, and the arena rock
hooks are all still in tact. Mostly locker-room
epics (“Shout at the Devil,” “Girls, Girls,
Girls,” etc.), that emphasize style over substance, the music is overblown rather than
body rocking. They include 5 songs from their
groundbreaking album “Dr. Feelgood,” that
are shout-along anthems of the highest quality.
The Crue has always been able to work the
grooves out of any song (covers; “Anarchy in
the UK,” “Street Fighting Man”), they just
can’t seem to create anything new that really
rocks (they include 3 new songs). What
Motley Crue has going for them is, they believe all the hype, and milk it for what it’s
worth. - They’re a ‘guilty pleasure’, and they’re
the first to admit it. - The band has an undeniable spirit.

One Hit Wonders-40
Years Ago
Rock ‘n’ Roll Hall-of-Famer, Felix Cavaliere and His Rascals put on a superb show recently
at the Union County Arts Center in Rahway. Everyone had a rockin’ good time. (Photo By
Tom Burkard)

Felix & His Rascals Rock The House In
Rahway
By Clem Skarzynski

Opening up with the classic, “Lonely
Too Long,” and finishing with a rockin’
medley of “Good Lovin’,” Felix Cavaliere
along with Vinny Santoro on drums, Mike
Sievers on guitar, Bob Montano on percussion and Mark Prentiss on bass, The Rascals
rocked through a 16-plus song list with such
legendary Rascals hits as “Midnight Hour,”
“It’s A Beautiful Morning,” “Love Is A
Beautiful Thing,” and a medley with
“Groovin,” “My Girl,” and “Just My Imagination.” Then they went onto “A Girl Like
You,” “I Ain’t Gonna Eat Out My Heart
Anymore,” “Mustang Sally 2005,” one of
my faves, “Come On Up,” with a medley of
“Do You Wanna Dance,” “Uptight,” “Do
You Love Me,” “Papa Was A Rolling Stone,”
“Black Magic Woman,” back to “Come On
Up,” and “How Can I Be Sure.”
Felix and company then took time to
dedicate “People Got To Be Free” to our
troops in Iraq. The set closed with another

#1 Country Hits On
March 12
1995-You Can’t Make A Heart Love Somebody-George Strait
1985-My Only Love-The Statler Brothers
1975-Linda On My Mind-Conway Twitty
1965-I’ve Got A Tiger By The Tail-Buck
Owens
1955-In The Jailhouse Now-Webb Pierce
1945-I’m Losing My Mind Over You-Al
Dexter

Southside Johnny
At UCAC
The popular Southside Johnny and the
Asbury Park Jukes bring their high energy
act to the Union County Arts Center in
Rahway on Saturday, April 16. The group
also features standout lead guitarist, Bobby
Bandiera. For tickets and more information,
call 732-499-8226 or visit the website at:
ucac.org.

medley which included “Good Lovin’,” “La
Bamba,” “Bo Diddley,” “Whole Lotta
Love,” “Foxey Lady,” “What’s Goin’ On,”
and finished out with “Good Lovin’.” For
an hour and 20 minutes, you got your fill of
The Rascals hits.
Local rockers, Jobonanno and The Godsons of Soul, an 8-piece group wailed their
own original stuff with a mix of John Cafferty
& The Beaver Brown Band, John Eddie,
Mellencamp style of pop and soul, with a
fantastic sax man upfront.
Special guests, Charlie and Richie Ingui,
original frontmen for The Soul Survivors,
who had a #4 hit in ’67 with “Expressway To
Your Heart,” opened for Felix and company, then provided back-up singing
throughout the show.
It was Felix as usual after the show, out
in the lobby signing autographs, talking, and
posing for photos with his fans. A truly
personable guy, it was good to see and talk
with him again. Great job, Felix, we’ll be
looking forward to seeing you again!
*A special thank you to Executive Director Donna Sandorse, Director of Marketing & Public Relations T.J. Elgin, and Bernie
Anderson Jr.

St. Patrick’s
Parade-March 12
The South Amboy Irish American Association will hold its annual St. Patrick’s
Parade on Saturday, March 12. Registration
is 1 p.m, and the kickoff is slated for 2 p.m.
from the Monaghan House on South Pine
Ave. This year’s event, as in the past is
expected to be one of the largest in the state
of New Jersey. 14 bands and six floats will
be included in the parade.
Jim Ryan will be Grand Marshal, and
Freeholder David Crabiel will be Honorary
Grand Marshal. Michelle Buchanan was
chosen “Irish Person of the Year,” and will
receive a sash on Feb. 27 with Ryan and
Crabiel at the AOH Building on the corner
of South Stevens Ave. & Second St.

1965-Leader Of The Laundromat-The
Detergents; The Jerk-The Larks; Twine
Time-Alvin Cash & The Crawlers; The Boy
From New York City-The Ad Libs; The
Birds And The Bees-Jewel Akens;
Goldfinger-Shirley Bassey; Baby The Rain
Must Fall-Glenn Yarborough; A Walk In
The Black Forest-Horst Jankowski; You
Turn Me On-Ian Whitcomb & Bluesville;
Eve Of Destruction-Barry McGuire; Laugh
At Me-Sonny; Liar, Liar-The Castaways;
Keep On Dancing-The Gentrys; Everyone’s
Gone To The Moon-Jonathan King; You’ve
Got To Hide Your Love Away-Silkie; May
The Bird Of Paradise Fly Up Your NoseLittle Jimmie Dickens; Don’t Think TwiceThe Wonder Who?.

Early Registration
Golden Rule Christian Center located
at 815 Bordentown Ave. South Amboy is
currently offering early registration for children ages 3-5 for 2005-2006. For more info
call 732-721-3887.

Laugh & Grin
*The most effective way to remember
your wife’s birthday is to forget it once.
*Marriage is grand, and divorce is at least
100 grand. *Bachelors should pay more
taxes. They enjoy a better quality of life.

By Phil Rainone
R&R Music-DJ’s 732-316-9447

South Amboy-Sayreville Times

School Sports
(As of March 5)
By Tom Burkard

Girls Basketball
Cardinal McCarrick (20-4) First-year
coach, Lynn Ust guided her Lady Eagles to
the Blue Division title with a (14-0) record.
Top scorers were Lauren Zarantanello, Karen
Guszkowski and Jessica Pruiti.
South Amboy (8-13) Coach George
Gundrum had a very young and inexperienced squad this year, but look for big improvements in 2005-06. Led by top scorers,
Katey Charmello, Nicole Scarillo and Jennifer Braun, the Lady Guvs will be back!
Sayreville (2-18) Sophomore Erica Latz
was the top scorer for Coach Carrie Corvino’s
club.
Boys Basketball
Cardinal McCarrick (21-4) Another tremendous year for Coach Joe Lewis’ club!
The big three scorers were Kevin Oliveri,
Vincente Rosario and Donnie Reid.
South Amboy (7-16) Coach George
Krzyzanowski’s young Guvs should be a
much- improved club next season, and it’s
almost a safe bet that two of his talented
players, Brian Seres and Joe Bartlinski will
join the elite 1,000 point club in 2005-06.
Sayreville (8-13) It was a tough year for
Coach Gus Jaworski, as his Bombers lost
three games by 3 points or less. Brian
Miklaszewski was the top scorer for the

Eagles Win Sacred
Heart Tourney
The South Amboy Eagles 7th & 8th
grade boys basketball team captured the Sacred Heart South Amboy Tournament championship recently with a dramatic 50-48 win
over St. Cecelia’s of Colonia. The game was
tied at 48 with 0:04 seconds left, when Lavone
Graham drove the lane and dished to Ken
Cordiero for the winning bucket, as the final
horn sounded. The Eagles were led by Joe
Bongiorno’s clutch shooting and the allaround play of Graham, the tournament MVP.
In the opening game against Our Lady of
Victories, the Eagles trailed by one with 0:07
seconds remaining, when Bongiorno hit two
clutch free throws to lift South Amboy to
victory. In the quarter finals win versus St.
Mary’s, the Eagles received strong play from
Tom Reilly, 12 points, 8 rebounds, and Ryan
Lange, 6 points, 4 assists. The Eagles then
defeated St. Matthew’s in the semis, behind
the strong defensive play of Joe O’Brien.
David Langan and Sean Ryniec combined
for 16 points. Congratulations, Eagles!

Eagles Rip Guvs In
GMCT
The powerful Cardinal McCarrick
Eagles easily defeated South Amboy, 8250 in the opening round of the GMCT.
Kevin Oliveri took scoring laurels with 30
points for the Blue & Gold. Teammates,
Donnie Reid scored 11 and Vincente Rosario
pumped in 10. Board-crasher, J.V. Obaze
ripped down 11 rebounds. The Guvs were
led by Joe Bartlinski and Brian Seres, who
scored 15 points apiece.

Blue & Gray, and was followed by Shaune
Thomas, and Sean Reeves.
Wrestling
Sayreville (14-5) Coach Chris Beagan’s
rebuilding program was completed this year,
as his grapplers set a new school record with
14 victories. The talented team and individual records: Eric Tsang (20-5), Sean
Sullivan (10-2), Scott Poore (20-5), Tom
Danielsen (22-3), Mike Velardi (23-3), Vince
Otero (22-2), Peter Brereton (17-8).
Crowned District 20 champions were Tsang,
Poore, Velardi and Otero.
Girls Bowling
South Amboy (4-8) Top bowler-Brianne
Gonsalves.
Cardinal McCarrick (1-11) Top
bowlers-Kelly Johnson and Meghan Lynch.
Boys Bowling
Cardinal McCarrick (5-7) Top bowlersMatt Jones and Brian Hentz.
South Amboy (0-12) Top bowlers-Joe
Bloodgood and Kyle Dabkowski.
Swimming
Sayreville (2-7) Top swimmers: Ryan
Behr, Paul Ratajczak, Brian Libretti, John
Meyer, Andrew Rice, Caitlin Quinn.
Girls Track
Sayreville-Nicole Knight and Lisa
Oreiriter have chalked up victories.
Boys Track
Sayreville-Kevin Black and Dane Miller
have brought home winners.

Sayreville Rec
Wrestlers Win
In two recent tournaments, the
Sayreville Recreation wrestling team
notched 11 first place finishers. In the
Edison Tourney, Tyler Scott, Noel Santiago,
and Ramon Santiago took first.
Copping first place in the Piscataway
Tourney were Scott, Anthony Pestonit,
Michael Anderson, Kyle Anderson, Chris
Ronan, Noel Santiago, Dominic Forcella
and Josh Casiano.
Other talented team members include:
Matthew Pestonit, Gary Sirida, Andrew
Viens, Daniel Brereton, Dylan Kelleher,
Patrick Ronan, Billy Johnson, Connor
Hullings, Jon Sloan, Michael Bohling, Tony
Geiger, Kyle Hourahan, Cody O’Neill, Brett
Dzamba, Zack Johnson, Dan Ronan, Ian
Paul, Nick Richiusa, Chris Pearson, Joey
Scott, John Kelleher.

Thomas Shines In
Tourney
Colleen Thomas, daughter of former
St. Mary’s basketball great, Jay Thomas has
been having a standout season with the
Howell HS girls hoops club. The talented
junior forward scored 20 points in a 58-47
win over Point Boro on Feb. 22. What’s
even more amazing is that she connected on
a perfect 16-for-16 from the foul line! Howell
remains a powerhouse in Monmouth County,
and is still alive in state tourney play in CJ
Group IV. South Amboy Recreation Superintendent, Mary Lou DeBlis and husband
Rich are Colleen’s proud aunt and uncle.
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McCarrick Rally
Falls Short

Lewis Notches 8th
Straight Title

The Cardinal McCarrick boys basketball team battled back from a 52-28 third
quarter deficit, only to fall to powerful St.
Joseph’s, 80-73 in the GMCT quarterfinals.
The Eagles, who sported a 17-game winning streak, trailed 17-9 after the first quarter, and 41-25 at the half. McCarrick, seeded
#5 in the tourney never gave up against the
fourth-seeded Falcons.
Kevin Oliveri, the Blue and Gold’s
leading scorer this season, was the top pointproducer once again, pumping in 26 points.
Donnie Reid had 17 points and Vince
Rosario 11 for Coach Joe Lewis’ warriors.

Coach Joe Lewis’ Cardinal McCarrick
Eagles captured the school’s 8th consecutive GMC Divison title, by finishing with a
perfect (14-0) in the Blue Division. Under
the brilliant coaching of Lewis the local club
had captured the Gold Division crown from
1998-2001, when they were still St. Mary’s,
and also the following year, as Cardinal
McCarrick. Bumped up to the tougher Blue
Division, the Eagles took the title in 2003,
2004 and this season. Congratulations, Joe
on a terrific accomplishment!

Sayreville Wrestlers
Win 4 Titles
The Sayreville Bombers wrestling club,
under the guidance of super-coach, Chris
Beagan finished 3rd place in the District 20
Wrestling Tournament. Old Bridge took the
championship with 175 points, followed by
South Brunswick 150 1/2, and Sayreville 146
1/2.
The Bombers grapplers brought home
four District 20 individual crowns. Capturing championships were: Eric Tsang (119),
Scott Poore (135), Mike Velardi (171), and
Vince Otero (189). Poore and Old Bridge’s
Steve Fallon were co-winners of the “Outstanding Wrestler” Award. Congratulations,
Bombers!

Behnen Has Best
Average
Hoffman/South Amboy HS has three of
the top 20 highest averages for boys basketball in Middlesex County over the past 20
years. The Guvs nailed down three of the
first four spots, with Ed Behnen (19992000) #1 with a 32.6 mark, closely followed
by #2 Nick Shaw (2002-2003) 32.0, and #4
Gary Kuhn (1990-1991) 28.7. These
South Amboy kids could really score
couldn’t they?

Lady Eagles Fall In
Semis
The talented Cardinal McCarrick Lady
Eagles girls basketball squad, seeded #3,
was eliminated in the GMCT semifinals by
two-time defending champion, and #1 seed,
J.P. Stevens, 49-43. Coach Lynn Ust’s girls
gave it their best shot, only to fall short to the
powerful Hawks, who snapped the locals
17-game winning streak.
Stevens held a close 13-9 lead after the
first quarter, and upped it to 28-17 at intermission. At the end of the third stanza, the
scoreboard read: Stevens 36 McCarrick 25.
Ust fired up her talented Blue & Gold
club, and they battled back to close the lead
to four points with a 10-0 run, as less than
2:00 minutes showed on the clock, but the
more experienced Stevens prevailed.
Karen Guszkowski topped the locals
with 11 points, and teammates Lauren
Zarantanello and Jessica Pruiti divided 18
points evenly.

Eustace Shocks
McCarrick
The top-seeded Cardinal McCarrick
girls basketball team was upset in the opening round of the NJSIAA Tournament by
Bishop Eustace, 39-29. Emily Beres scored
9 points, and Karen Guszkowski 8, as the
Lady Eagles were eliminated from the NonPublic South B quarterfinal contest.
McCarrick, under first-year coach, Lynn
Ust finished at a fine (20-4).
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Banner Year For McCarrick Basketball Teams
By Tom Burkard

Pictured is the outstanding Cardinal McCarrick Eagles boys varsity basketball team. Front
row (l-r) Kevin Oliveri, Rolffi Canella, Colin Romer, Donnie Reid, Bobby Kilduff, Vincente
Rosario. Back Row (l-r) Coach Burns, Steve Calvorusso, Richard McCutcheon, Alex
Batista, J.V. Obaze, Matt Wisneski, Mike Costello, Stephen Liberty, Head Coach Joe Lewis,
Coach Pat Kennedy. (Photo by Brian Stratton)
Pictured are the talented Cardinal McCarrick Lady Eagles Varsity Basketball Team.
Bottom row (l-r) Rosy Diaz, Jessica Pruiti, Geraldine Alpne, Kriten Babulak, Jackie Lange,
Amy Pacanska, Carolina Bruschi. Second Row (l-r) Coach, Lynn Ust, Emily Beres, Karen
Guszkowski, Patti Langon, Lauren Zarantonello, Lauren Puk, Danielle Liberman, Amanda
Cielesz, Assistant Coach, Greg Babulak. Top Row (l-r) Mangers, Brendan Branowitz and
Brooke Biloholowski. (Photo by Brian Stratton)

Cardinal McCarrick’s talented jayvee girls basketball squad consist of back row (l-r) Head
Coach Greg Babulak, Mgr. Brendan Bianowicz, Stephanie Migut, Tori Costa, Rachel Soltis,
Anne Trecolis, Jenna Begreen and Coach Christine Noble. Front row (l-r) Amaka Okediji,
Morgan Biloholowski, Nicole Crowley, Michell Alphe, Danielle Lussier, Colleen Prior.

The 2004-05 basketball season has been
one of the most successful in St. Mary’s/
Cardinal McCarrick history for both the
boys and girls basketball teams.
The boys varsity, under Coach Joe
Lewis, has been a perennial county powerhouse, and this season has been no different.
The Eagles, currently (21-4) breezed to the
Blue Division championship with a perfect
(14-0) record, marking the 8th consecutive
title for Lewis-coached clubs. At one point,
McCarrick sported a 17-game winning
streak, one of the best in the school’s history, until losing to St. Joe’s in the GMCT.
Kevin Oliveri, is one of the area’s top scorers, and averages 22 points per game. He
gets plenty of scoring support from Vincente
Rosario and Donnie Reid.
Coach Lewis’ boys varsity team works
hard to achieve their success. He said that,
“The kids dedicate themselves the whole
summer to the program. They work hard
year after year. Conditioning also plays a
big part in our game and up tempo style.” He
also said that our five coaches all work our
tails off, with scouting, over the summer,
and all year long.”
Lewis (167-84) is now, or most likely
will become the greatest boys basketball
coach in St. Mary’s/Cardinal McCarrick
history. His teams have won 8 consecutive
division titles, a South Jersey Parochial B
championship, and this year marked his
fourth 20-win season. Some coaches never
achieve the 20-win plateau in their entire
careers. The future looks bright, and according to Coach Lewis, “The program is
headed in the right direction.” It certainly is.
The jayvees finished (18-4), and the freshmen team (19-3).
The top three scorers on the team were
1,000 point scorer, Kevin Oliveri, Donnie
Reid, and Vincente Rosario. Steve Liberty,
who Lewis said “Plays a great game and is
all out hustle,” is affectionately called “Mr.
Hustle” by the coach. Other roster members
are: J.V. Obaze, Mike Costello, Alex Batista,
Matt Wisniewski, Rolffi Canela, Steve
Calvorusso and Richard McCutcheon.
Hoffman High sports legend, Lynn Ust,
in her first year as varsity coach of the Lady

Eagles, has certainly done a highly commendable job. McCarrick easily won the
Blue Division crown with a perfect (14-0)
mark, and finished with a lofty (20-4). The
season also featured a run of 17 consecutive
wins, one of the best of all-time, which was
halted in the GMCT semis by champion J.P.
Stevens.
The Lady Eagles varsity won their first
two games of the season, and then dropped
two in the tough Bayshore Holiday Tournament. Ust stated that, “After that tourney,
we started winning. What really fueled the
team and gave them momentum the whole
year was that they wanted to dedicate the
season to Coach Don Szatkowski because
they loved him like a dad. He was really
good to them. They were very upset, but the
day after he passed away, I asked them if
they wanted to play, and they said that they
would, because that’s what the coach would
have wanted. Right from that time on, you
could see the hunger in their eyes, and that
just brought them closer as a team, and there
was no stopping them and looking back.”
Along the way was that exciting 17-game
winning streak.
“I’m very proud of them. They work
hard every day. I give them a lot of credit,
because with a new coach coming in, along
with learning my system and how I am, they
responded very well,” said Coach Ust. Very
well, indeed, as they became the first girls
team in St. Mary’s/Cardinal McCarrick history to advance to the semifinals of the
GMCT.
When asked for her formula for success, Coach Ust said, “I like to keep the
basics and keep it easy for them. You see
what your strengths are, and work your
offense around those players. Everyday in
practice, we work on basic skills. It’s more
important that the kids come out and play
together as a team. The seniors took the
younger kids under their wing. Everyone
has an important role, whether a starter, or
the last one coming into the game. We can
run, run and press. Our defense dictates our
offense and gets us in the momentum.”
Lynn Ust has coached on the college
level and in high school, and said, “I like it

where I am right now.” She feels very rewarded when “I teach something and they
work hard at the skill, and it happens for them
in a game. Seeing them become successful is
something I really enjoy, especially after
they’ve been working at it for a long time,”
she stated.
The talented club got plenty of scoring
from freshman Lauren Zarantanello, junior
Karen Guszkowski, and soph Jessica Pruiti.
Other members of the Lady Eagles are: Rosie
Diaz, Danielle Lieberman, Emily Beres,
Jaclyn Lange, Carolina Bruschi, Geraldine
Alphe, Kristen Babulak, Amy Pacansky,
Amanda Cielesz, Patty Langan and Lauren
Puk.
The girls jayvee team turned in a standout
(14-3) under fifth-year coach, Greg Babulak.

He said that his squad’s best game of
the year was their first game against
Metuchen. “We were down by 14 points in
the fourth quarter, and the girls rallied and
showed a lot of heart, and came back to win
by 4.” When asked what he likes most about
coaching, Babulak stated, “The teaching
aspect is great, but when you’re a coach, it
goes a little farther. We’re like a mother,
father, banker, taxi cab. I just enjoy being
with the girls and helping them in any way
I can.” Some of his top players were Jena
Begreen, Ann Trecolis, his daughter, Kristen
Babulak, who “Scored 9 points per game in
one or two quarters.” Michelle Alphe and
Morgan Beholoski. Coach Babulak believes that four of his players will be promoted to varsity next year.
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T.H.E.
Game
By Tom Burkard

Sport-Baseball
Year-1949
Teams-St. Mary’s vs. Hoffman, Game #1 of
the City Series
The Lineups
St. Mary’s-Archangelo Di Mattia 3b, Vince
Abbatiello 2b, Bill “Biff” McKeon c Jack
Vail 1b Jerry Connors p Bob “Ace”
Hennessey ss Tony Miller rf John Larkin lf
Lawson cf.
Hoffman-Tom English 2b Don Lake rf Bill
Bouchard 1b John Kovaleski ss Don Munn
3b John “Skeets” Skarzynski c Chet
Kolodziejeski lf Walt Malinowski cf Stan
Sumski p.
Recap-Hoffman scored in the first, as
Kovaleski singled in Lake. Miller singled in
Connors to tie the game at 1-1 in the top of
the 6th. The Eagles got three runs in the top
of the 7th, when Vail ripped a single to
knock in Abbatiello and McKeon.
Hennessey then singled in Connors with the
final run, as the Eagles took a 4-1 victory
over the Guvs. Connors was the winning
pitcher with a 7-hitter and 6 strikeouts. He
also belted a single and double. McKeon
went 2-for-2. Skarzynski blasted a twobagger for the Purple & Gold.
MVP-Jerry Connors

SA Middle/High
School Honor Roll
7 th -Rebecca Bartlinski, Timothy
Brinkerhoff, Krystle Castro, Joseph
Charmello, Dominick Couvertier, Daisy
Escareno, Stephanie Escareno, Alexander
Fedorka, Colin Jannuzzi, Piotr Kruszewski,
Brittany Lane, Ashley Noble, Daniel Noble,
Shayla Norton, Daniel O’Connor, Luke
O’Connor, Matthew Reagan, Michele
Richardson, Rebecca Rucinski, Kyle Seery,
Thomas Terbecki, Craig Warzecha
8th-Nargis Akthar, Joseph Bongiorno,
Courtney Bouchard, Catherine Eber.
Rebecca English, Jessica Erickson, Virginia
Feis, Audrey Gagnon, Brittany Harkins,
Sandra Jazikoff, Martyna Kalinowska, Matthew Michalik, Kyle Ravaioli, Matthew
Richmond, Kyle Septor, Elizabeth Tylka
9th-Rachel Resignato, Staciann Sarno,
Suraj Rama, Myra Dabkowski, Stephanie
Kulcsar, Chelsea Lorentz, Chelsea Russell,
Taylor Robbins, Melissa Marino, Katey
Charmello, Heather Erickson, Amanda
Purcell, Victoria Russell, John Zammit,
Alexander Anderson, Sean Clark, Michael
Macato, Adam Siuzdak, Sam Rotondo
10 th-Jacqueline Ostrander, Patrick
Crowley, Kelly Fitzgerald, Joseph McCarty,
Sarah O’Connor, Krista Scarbaggio, Edward Campbell, Philip Dula, Staci
Eckenroth, Jossue Madera, John Festini,
Danika Santiago
11 th -Matthew Pinto, Alexander
Dziubek, Christopher Buczynski, Kyle
Dabkowski
12 th -Kimberly Kassing, Michelle
Tomaszewski, Brianne Gonsalves, Jennifer
Riehl, Donte Carty, Shauna Zdanewicz,
Meaghan Campbell, Damian Fumero

Glory Days In
Local Sports
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From The Sports Archives. . .

By Tom Burkard

1949-Manasquan nipped
Hoffman, 7-6 in baseball action.
John “Skeets” Skarzynski belted
a 2-run homer, while John
Kovaleski drilled two triples,
and Don Munn stroked a single
and double in a strong losing
effort. . .1950-John “Skeets” Skarzynski
drove for a game-winning layup with 0:28
seconds left to give Hoffman a thrilling, 5351, first round CJ Group I state basketball
tourney victory over Jamesburg. Charlie
Koerner was top scorer with 17 points, followed by Skarzynski 15, and John Kovaleski
13 points. . .1962-Joe Pohl fired a 0-hitter
and struck out 15 to lead St. Mary’s to an 110 romp over Perth Amboy St. Mary’s.
Catcher, Lou Nanna blasted a 3-run homer.
Pohl also went 2-for-3 at the plate. . .1970Rick Sciora’s clutch goal with 3:00 left gave
St. Mary’s a nail-biting 2-1 soccer triumph
over CBA. Mike Luczkow also netted a
goal for the Eagles. . .1980-Perth Amboy St.
Mary’s edged Hoffman, 80-76 in hoops,
despite a career-high 35-point scoring performance by Billy Lewis. . .1997-Jim
Osmond unloaded a 3-run homer, and John
Nuber stroked a 2-run single to lead the
Sayreville boys baseball team to an 8-5
victory over Piscataway. Nick Spiewak
notched the big “W”. . .2001-Lauren
Switzer’s two-out RBI single in the bottom
of the 7th gave the Sayreville girls softball
team a heart-stopping 6-5 win over Colonia.
Kristin Karbowski was the winning pitcher.

1925-This vintage photo was taken 80 years ago! Pictured is the South Amboy High School
boys basketball team that won the county championship. Seated (l-r) Everitt Shepard,
principal James Dawson, coach James Tustin, Russell Van Hise, Howard Lambertson.
Standing (l-r) Barton Wortley, W. Oliver, Leon Geant, Art James, Fred Holman, Fred Allen.

McCarrick Boys
Advance In States
By Tom Burkard

The Cardinal McCarrick boys basketball team, seeded #1 in the NJSIAA South
Jersey Non-Public B State Tournament have
lived up to their powerhouse billing, by notching two big victories and advancing to the
South Jersey title game against a very-strong
Holy Spirit club.
In the quarterfinals, the Eagles showed
what they were made of, and came from a 3418 deficit at the half to defeat a strong Sacred
Heart team, 68-61. Donnie Reid led the way
with 21 points, Vincente Rosario 17, Steve
Liberty 12, Kevin Oliveri 12. Oliveri also
reached the 1,000 point milestone early in the
first quarter.
Cardinal McCarrick had no trouble with
Moorestown Friends in the semis, blasting
them 91-70. Oliveri poured in 28 markers,
Reid 23, Rosario 18, and Liberty 10, as the
locals improved to (22-4).

Cardinal McCarrick’s Kevin Olivieri sinks a free throw against Sacred Heart, Vineland to
score his 1000th career point! (Photo by Brian Stratton)

Middlesex County’s
Top Scorers
1950-Locals who were among the
county’s top scorers in basketball were: 2Jack Vail, St. Mary’s 346 points; 5-Charlie
Koerner, Hoffman 325; 7-Luke Lenahan, St.
Mary’s 296; 13-Ben Zaleski, Sayreville 250;
14-Ed “Mo” Mosakowski, Sayreville 244;
15-John “Skeets” Skarzynski, Hoffman 236;
21-John Kovaleski, Hoffman 213; 22-Marvin
Wood, Hoffman 196; 28-Charlie Kolakowski,
Sayreville 170.
All-County selections by the Evening
News were: 1st Team-Vail; 2nd TeamLenahan, Zaleski; 3rd Team-Koerner,
Kolakowski; Honorable Mention-Skarzynski,
Mosakowski.

Proud Moment-Cardinal McCarrick’s Kevin Oliveri recently cracked the elite 1,000 point
club. The game was stopped and he was presented with a plaque and game ball. Sharing
the happy occasion are (l-r) Dr. Ianniruberto, principal, Mr. Oliveri, Kevin, Mrs. Oliveri, and
Kevin’s brother. (Photo By Brian Stratton)
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WWW.?

Happy Easter

Do you recognize this local building? What is it? Hint: The name of the building is actually
within the circle, but has been hidden for the contest. Where is it located? This should be
an easy one for all the local sightseers. E-mail your contest answers to satimes@aol.com.

WWW.? Winners
In our very popular WWW.? monthly
contest, there were many winners broken
down into three categories. The big winners
were those who correctly identified last
month’s photo as both Hoffman’s Drug store
years ago, and currently Madura’s Pharmacy were: Chelle Martin; Beryl Jankowski
Buckler, who said, “My mom used to work
the old soda fountain for “Old Doc” Hoffman.
She was there with him at the time of the
explosion on May 19, 1950. They went
through it together. She thought the world
of him. They were both fine.” Jim Phillips,
also got both businesses correct, and gave us
the following bonus bits of trivia. “Publix
was the original drug store at this location.
Jim Tedesco’s sister, Rita Tedesco Hurst
was a clerk at Hoffman’s, and Jimmy Gray
was a Western Union messenger at
Hoffman’s.” David Quinlan (The original
“Snuffy”) now residing in Florida also correctly identified the two establishments, as
did Barb Gecek, formerly of South Amboy
now living in North Carolina. She also
added that, “I still love reading the SA
Times.”

Babies Need Exercise Too!
Getting babies to be active really is not
difficult. Put a 3-month old briefly on his
tummy and watch him struggle to lift his
head. Provide small crawlers with sturdy
furniture to pull on and soon they will stand.
However, too many babies and tots are confined for long periods in strollers, baby
seats, and walkers, says the National Association for Sports and Physical Activity.
Babies, toddlers and pre-schoolers need
simple but targeted activities that are crucial
building blocks in learning to walk, run, and
eventually do all the other tasks the rest of us
take for granted, the Association says in new
guidelines for children under 5.
The non-profit group establishes exercise guidelines for babies and older children
to help parents, teachers, and day care centers to help develop motor skills. Many
parents assume skills such as rolling, sitting,
and walking will just come naturally as
babies grow, says guidelines co-author, Jane
Clark, a movement specialist at the U. of
Maryland. “You have to provide an environment that hooks the brain to the muscles,”
she said.
“We containerize kids to keep them
safe while parents are busy,” added Michigan State U. exercise physiologist, Jim
Pivarnik, co-author of the guidelines. Give
them a safe environment and let them out, let
them explore, let them move.”
For example, an infant who spends much
of the day in a bouncy seat may like watching the suspended toys, but probably will
roll over or sit later than babies, who spend
more time stretching out on a blanket. Those
babies that don’t develop the cross crawl
pattern before walking have been shown to
have hand-eye coordination problems which
leads to further physical and mental challenges.

Those who named Madura’s Pharmacy
only were: Glenn Fallon; Beth Revolinsky;
Maryann Bonis; Paul Bouchard; Andy
Baumgartner; Johnny Faura; Dr. Tim
Lenahan; Dorothy (Kawalec) Zarzyczny of
South Amboy said “I used to work behind
the soda fountain after school when I was a
junior in high school in 1962.” Readers who
said the photo was Hoffman’s Pharmacy
were: Joan Golaszewski; Mary Nemeth;
Shirley McCue; Marie English.
The classic photo, which was shot by
Jim Tedesco and loaned to us by Jim Gray,
received the most response of any WWW.?
contest so far. Tedesco also e-mailed us and
said the photo was taken “At Hoffman Drug
Store around 1940.”
Congratulations to all! You are all
winners!

South Amboy
Women’s Bowling
League
(Results as of Feb. 17, 2005)
Sayreville Bar 93-68; The Dugout 9368; Gundrum Service 89-72; Ram’s Head
Tavern 83-78; K. and L. Partners 80.5-80.5;
Mac’s Ladies 80-81; Bello’s Sports Pub
78.5-82.5; Chud’s Subs 75-86; Morgan Printing 68-93; Lagoda’s Saloon 65-96.
Feb. 3
Kim Amato 218-571; Joyce
Tomaszewski 200-556; Fayth Kaminsky
533; Chris Shereyka 514; Anne Kukulski
503; Marge Lepore 502.
Feb. 10
Tomaszewski 529; Mary Chris Moskal
527; Kaminsky 525; Diane Toye 520; Cheryl
Kuhlthau 202-517; Michele Logan 514;
Joanne Cassidy 513.
Feb. 17
Karen Brown 222-542; Penny Smith
535; Logan 205-526; Kuhlthau 524; Moskal
205-519; Diane Wernett 511; Kukulski 509;
Kaminsky 506.

Kids’ Bingo NiteMarch 16
The Sayreville Recreation Dept. will
hold Kids’ Bingo Night at the Mickey Sedlak
Recreation Center on March 16 from 6:308:30 p.m. The event is FREE and for ages 6
& up only! Children play only. Prizes will
be awarded. No infants or toddlers, please!
Telephone to register by March 14.
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Members of the South Amboy High School History club re-enacted the raising of the
American Flag on Iwo Jima in recognition of the 60th anniversary of this historic event.
Pictured (l-r) Ed Barchowski (front), Brent VanBramer, Damian Fumero, Brianne Gonsalves,
Bill Wern and Ron Randazzo. (Photo by Brian Stratton)

LETTERS
Yo Tom,
I just wanted to drop a line and thank
you for all the kind things you have said
about our son, Ross M. Hull. Not only did
you write some very kind things about his
sports days, but also about him and his band.
Then you included a very nice review of
their music from Phil Rainone. Thank you,
both! We thank you from the bottom of our
hearts!
I just finished reading your tribute to
John Wortley and Don Szatkowski, and it
was a great piece! I admire you a lot in that
I always see in your articles that you draw
the best out of people and always take the
high road! Also, your love for sports and the
people that are involved in them shows in
every story! I hope you realize what a great
job you do!
Maybe we all don’t get to relay that
enough to you, but my hat’s off to you as a
journalist, as well as a human being!
Thank you, and keep up the great work!
Ross W. Hull
Sayreville
Tom,
Enjoy reading the SA Times over the
years, and also all the pictures both old and
new. I’m a 1950 graduate of St. Mary’s.
Our daughters, Peggy Nieltopp Dombrowski
and Carol Neiltopp Litwienski, son-in-law,
Martin Dombrowski and our grandchildren,
Jason Dombrowski and Allison Dombrowski
are all graduates of St. Mary’s. My husband
is a graduate from Hoffman High School
Class of 1949.
So, you see, we really enjoy reading
about our area. Keep up the good work!
Madeline Hughes Neiltopp
South Amboy

Happy
St. Patrick’s
Day

Hockey Fans
Disappointed
By Steve Schmid

The cancellation of the National Hockey
League has angered local fans. Devils fan
Helene Poullous of South Amboy said, “I’m
very disappointed that I’ve missed my
hockey. I’m upset with the commissioner
and the owners. I think they’re to blame.
They’re supposed to compromise.”
Devils fan, George French of Parlin
agreed, “I think they’re foolish because of
the major sports, hockey is on the low end of
popularity. I don’t care if I ever see another
hockey game.” Devils fan, James Smith of
Sayreville, blamed both sides, “I think the
players got to realize the owners aren’t going to come up with the money. The fans
can’t afford it anymore.” Joe Minnick of
South Amboy said, “The players are making
too much money and the owners are greedy.”
Ranger fan, Rich Wrzesniewsky of
South Amboy was upset, “I watch hockey in
between football and baseball. I’m upset
that I can’t watch hockey this year.” Leo
DeGuilio of Sayreville saw only stupidity,
“I think the players are idiots because they’re
throwing away millions. The owners aren’t
making money because it’s not a sellout
sport like football or baseball. If the money’s
not there, how can they pay the players?”
Mike Pastirik of Sayreville added, “I think
it’s a disgrace with all the money the players
and owners make compared with so many
people. The fans are cheated, and they pay
the money.”

SAHS Player’s To
Present Little Shop
Of Horrors
The South Amboy High School Player’s
will proudly present “Little Shop Of Horrors” on March 17, 18 and 19, 2005 at 7:30
at the School’s Auditorium. Tickets are
$8.00 for adults and $6.00 for Senior Citizens and Students. (No children under the
age of 4 will be allowed into the auditorium). Tickets are still available, for more
information please contact the High School
Office at 732-316-7668.
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Parkinson’s
Conference-April 9
The 18th Annual Person With
Parkinson’s and Family Conference will be
held on Sat., April 9 at McAteer’s
Restarurant, Somerset from 9 a.m. to 3:15
p.m. Speakers include Dr. Jacob Sage,
Movement Disorder Specialist RWJ/
UMDNJ; John Argue, exercise guru for
people with Parkinson’s, and Susan Imke.
There will be a Continental breakfast,
hot lunch and educational material included.
$25 per person. Reservations necessary.
For more info call Elizabeth at 732-7457520.

Animal Rescue
Force Tricky Tray

Jean Marie Pelkowski, left, owner of Poochie Doo, a South Amboy dog-grooming shop, and
Joanne Niestempski pose with just some of the items donated for dogs serving in the U.S.
Military. Jean Marie and Joanne have been working with Ron Aiello to collect items for
canines and their handlers serving overseas. They have been overwhelmed by the
generosity shown by area residents. Anyone wishing to make a donation can do so by
dropping the items (dog treats, toys, gloves, lip balm etc.) off at Poochie Doo located at 149
N. Broadway in South Amboy. (Photo by Brian Stratton)

The Animal Rescue Force will hold a
Tricky Tray (Chinese Auction) on April 15
at East Brunswick HS, Cranbury Rd., East
Brunswick, to benefit the Animal Rescue
Force. General admission is $5. Doors open
at 6:30 p.m. Ticket pulling is at 8 p.m.
Numerous prizes including 27" color
TV, DVD player, digital camera, fine jewelry, vacuum cleaner, bicycle, gift certificates, gift baskets, 50/50 raffles, and much
more. For more info call 732-257-7559.

Ryan Makes A Big
Difference
continued from page 1
One of the earliest calls of his illustrious career was an accident at the corner of
Stevens Ave. & Second St., in front of what
is now the A.O.H. building. “It was a church
back then, and I remember some of the
patients being taken inside, and I recall
treating people inside and outside of the
church, he said.” His most memorable call
was delivering a baby on the NJ Turnpike.
“It was most anxiety-producing, but a great
call,” said Ryan.
The toughest calls for him have been
when “We lost Mike Szraga and John
McCloud, men I’ve worked with, and that
really hit hard. Also a few years ago, a father
died and left six children. They were all
standing there hoping you could do something for daddy,” he stated.
“The best part of being in the First Aid
is helping other people, and the camaraderie
you have within the membership, not only
your own squad but others as well,” said
Ryan.
The 65-year old Grand Marshal retired
from Middlesex County Vocational School,
after 32 years, where he was a supervisor,
overseeing Federal Projects. Jim is currently the Vice-President of the South Amboy
First Aid & Safety Squad. He once served as
Captain, as did his sons Jim and Chris. His
entire family was involved in the Squad or
some medical position at one time or another.
Jim said that he would tell youngsters
interested in joining the First Aid that, “It’s
a great way to find out if you like working
with people or being in the medical field.
It’s also a worthwhile way of giving your
talents and time.”
Ryan is thrilled about being chosen
Grand Marshal. “It’s a great honor. It has a
two-fold effect right now, because there is a
certain sadness because we lost Joe Noble,
who was the Grand Marshal last year. We
were good friends. It goes back to my Irish
heritage. A few years ago, Eileen and I went
back to Ireland and got reconnected with our
Irish heritage. It’s nice that we can display
our heritage,” he said.
Jim feels that his greatest accomplishments with the First Aid are “Being able to
help other people. Also helping the organization fulfill its mission to the expansion of
our home facilities.” The volunteer work is
most rewarding to him, “When you have a
patient having a difficult time. When you’re
able to calm the patient down, stop the
bleeding or do successful CPR.”
Jim and his wife Eileen are very proud
of their family. They have six sons. “Kevin
is a Child Advocate for the State of NJ, and
has 5 children and 1 on the way; Jimmy is the
Official Spokesman for the South Brunswick
Police Dept. and has 4 children; Timmy
works for the FBI and has 1 daughter; Gene
is in Real Estate and is a Paramedic with 3
children; Chris educates First Responders in
the State in Trenton; Owen taught in Africa
for 2 years, and now attends Columbia U.
studying International Health. Eileen served
as South Amboy Board of Education President. My sister-in-law, Ellie is constantly in
the background, helping with the kids. I’m
really proud. They got it from us.”
Jim Ryan is one, truly rare person, who
has dedicated most of his life to helping
others and making our community a better
place. Thank you, Jim for your fine efforts!

Parkinson’s Unity
Walk
A Parkinson’s Unity Walk will take
place on Sat., April 16 in NYC’s Central
Park. Call toll free: 1-866-PUW-WALK
(1-866-789-9255) fax: 609-688-0875.
Website: http://www.unitywalk.org.
A bus will be leaving for the Parkinson’s
Unity Walk on Sat., April 16 from North
Brunswick at 8:30 a.m. $10 per person.
More info call Elizabeth at 732-745-7520.
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Actor Barry Gomolka
continued from page 1
Company of Hoboken in “The Crucible,” come To New York,” both short-lived, and
“Hedda Gabler,” “Our Town,” and “Cyrano episodes of “Law and Order,” and “Oz,” he
recalled.
De Bergerac.”
If you’re a Woody Allen fan, you may
In ’82, Barry and two others started the
Xavier Company, a Christian Performing have seen Barry in either “The Curse of the
Ministry. They toured the tri-state area with Jade Scorpion,” or “Hollywood Ending.”
the original Passion Play, “No Greater Love” He also appeared in other films including
with much success, and toured annually “Two Weeks Notice,” “The Royal
during Lent for several years. The Xavier Tennenbaums,” “Mr. Deeds,” and “Kate
Company also got involved in the Healing and Leopold.”
The energized performer has also done
Ministry, and for the past 23 years has sponsored a Healing Mass on the last Friday of his own Cabaret show in New York City,
every month at the church where they are directed two shows, and sang in groups and
based, St. Francis Xavier Church in Man- choirs with musical directors
Michael Ward and Laurence Rosania
hattan.
Barry continued to work extensively (both of whom have their songs in the
with the Xavier Company as its musical Missalettes across the country).
In addition, Gomolka has given special
director, touring with the passion play and
others including “Whom Shall I Send” and performances for the Cardinal at St. Patrick’s
“An Advent Carol.” During this time, around Cathedral in New York, and attended the
1987, he expanded his career by doing sev- premiere of one of his short films at the
eral national tours with professional Kennedy Center in Washington, DC. He
Children’s Theater Companies, where he has worked with several Broadway actors
toured several parts of the U.S. in shows like among them Tony nominees.
Barry Gomolka is a man who truly
“The Wizard Of Oz,” “Babes In Toyland,”
loves his work, and his diversified resume
“Pinocchio,” “101 Dalmations.”
To his credit, Gomolka also has done shows that he knows the acting business
Regional Theater, Off-Broadway, Summer inside out, and does it extremely well.
The Xavier Company brings “Whom
Stock, original plays, drama, comedy, musicals like “Edith,” “Shepherd,” “Harry, Noon, Shall I Send” to Sacred Heart Church, Washand Night,” “Blitzkreig” (the wrestling ington Ave., South Amboy on Friday, March
musical), and a few years ago, acted with the 18 at 8 p.m., and the performance will be
New Vic Theater of London in the Ameri- right in the church. There is no admission,
can tour of “The Canterbury Tales,” and and donations will be accepted. Gomolka
will perform in his hometown for the first
“The Hunchback of Notre Dame.”
The talented actor said that, “I loved time since 1970.
The show is a musical drama dealing
doing “No Way To Treat A Lady” in upstate
New York a few years ago, and two years with the call of the disciples and the struggles
ago reprised my role as Malvolio in “Twelfth they encountered after the Resurrection. The
Night” for the Carolinian Shakespeare Fes- show written by Joseph Pecorella includes
talented actors Stephen Brockway, George
tival in North Carolina.”
Most recently, he was involved in staged Brouilette, Margarita Martinez, and Rhonda
readings of a new play and musical by Eric Reid, and of course, hometown favorite,
Barry Gomolka who will play St. Peter and
Blau, the writer of “Jacques Brel.”
“I have always considered myself a St. Paul, and sing a couple of solos. Musical
stage performer,” said Gomolka. “I never direction is by Gerard DeMan Jr.
Stop in at Sacred Heart Church on Fri.,
had the desire to be a big movie or TV actor.
It’s a different kind of craft, but I have on March 18, 8 p.m., and see “Whom Shall
appeared in several small independent films, I Send.” It should be a truly uplifting perforand (for the few bucks), I did extensive extra mance.
work in TV shows like “Big Apple,” “Wel-

Let’s Talk Tech
By Michael J. Elson, MCP

In case you haven’t heard Microsoft has
entered the AntiSpyware software game.
Currently you can get a free copy of Microsoft
AntiSpyware
from
http://
www.microsoft.com/downloads/. I found it
very easy to use and quite thorough. It has
the added advantage of running in your
system tray actively searching for adware
and spyware. This allows MS AntiSpyware
to stop malicious programs before they get
on your system, unlike Ad-aware and SpyBot
which only remove the questionable software after you tell them to search your
computer. I recommend you give this download a try.
I would also like to direct your attention
to two new and free software products from
the people who brought you Google and
Gmail. The first program has been a personal lifesaver. Google Desktop Search has
now brought the power of Google to your
personal computer. What Google has done
for searching the internet can now be done
for your desktop. This quick download will
index your entire computer, including emails,
documents, spreadsheets and many other
files types making your entire desktop
searchable by keyword. The time I now
save searching my hard drive for that one
email has been cut down to seconds. Why
waste time sorting all your files manually
when Google Desktop Search will find what
you need. The initial indexing takes some
time, but the investment is well worth it.
Trust me on this, you will wonder how you
functioned without it.
Next let’s talk about Picasa. Picasa lets

you instantly find, edit and share all the
pictures on your PC. This great (and did I
mention, free) software quickly organizes
all your photos into searchable albums.
Picasa will then update every time you add
or download a picture to your PC, no matter
where you save it. Gone are those frustrating moments when you download a photo
and can’t figure out where you saved the
darn thing. Picasa will find it for you. Picasa
not only finds your photos but gives you the
ability to edit the photo as well with access
to several simple tools. Remove redeye or
play with some special effects all with one
click, without expensive photo editing tools
costing you money. Both programs can be
found at http://www.google.com/options/.
One more very cool discovery that is a
great deal of fun to play with is also (coincidentally) at Google. Drop by
http://video.google.com to search televised content. That’s right, television.
Google has actually archived the TV we
watch. Asking for a search of my favorite
program, Miami Vice, produced every show
that even mentioned Miami Vice, including
a Jeopardy question and a conversation on
Live With Regis and Kelly. Amazing.
That is it for this month. If you have any
questions please email them to
talktech@gmail.com. Happy computing!
I still have a few more free gmail accounts to give out. If you are interested in
receiving such an account, please email me
and let me know. I hope those of you who
got an account already enjoy gmail as much
as I do.

Margaret Westfield (left) discusses the architecture on Broadway in South Amboy during her
tour of the downtown area. (Photo by Brian Stratton)

Broadway Toured
Margaret Westfield the “Main Street
NJ” Architect toured Broadway on February 17th meeting with various property
owners. Commenting on the architecture
and age of several businesses, Ms. Westfield
enlightened property owners on some simple
steps to take that would greatly enhance
their facades. Thanks to the cooperation of
the newly formed Video Club at South
Amboy High School, this tour was videotaped for future reference.
In the evening, Ms. Westfield presented
an informative session on the value of preservation which was attended by residents
and business owners alike. Ms. Westfield
had many compliments for the City and its
revitalization accomplishments to date, especially with the attention paid to detail on
many of the stores that have been renewed
using the Broadway Facade Program.
This visit by Ms. Westfield is the first of
several that will take place with the Main
Street Team of Professionals that are being

supplied by the Department of Community
Affairs. In April, South Amboy will be
visited by the Main Street Team for a period
of one week. During this visit, these professionals will be meeting with City “stakeholders” (i.e. business and property owners,
city officials, investors) for input on the
revitalization of Broadway.
Anyone interested in volunteering for
Main Street South Amboy should contact
TookerC@njtown.net or call 732.525.5969.
“MAIN STREET SOUTH AMBOY”
IT’S YOUR TICKET TO A BETTER
BROADWAY!

Concert At
Sayreville
The Cultural Arts Council of the Borough of Sayreville will sponsor a concert
featuring Fred Lehotay and The Ragtimers,
on Thurs., April 7 at the Senior Center,
Main St., Sayreville. There will be light
refreshments. All ages are welcome.
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Wisniewski Helps Ensure Child Passenger
Safety

Assemblyman John S. Wisniewski with the Veterans aboard the Battleship New Jersey.

Veterans Tour the Battleship New Jersey
Assemblyman John S. Wisniewski today took about 80 local veterans to tour the
Battleship New Jersey, located on the
Camden waterfront.
“It’s important to honor our veterans.
They put their lives on the line for our
freedoms and I wanted to thank them for all
of their work and sacrifice for our country,”
said Assemblyman Wisniewski. “It was a
great day and everyone really enjoyed the
tours of this big piece of New Jersey history.”
The Assemblyman invited Veterans
who are members of American Legion and
Veteran of Foreign War posts throughout

the 19th District, which includes Carteret,
Sayreville, South Amboy, Perth Amboy,
and Woodbridge. Along with the tour, breakfast and lunch was provided for the veterans
on the trip.
The Battleship New Jersey is one of the
oldest and most notable battleships in the
US Navy. It saw action in World War II, the
Korean War, and the Vietnam War. The ship
was first launched December 7, 1942. It
came home to New Jersey where it will
remain as a floating museum on November
11, 1999. In that time it had many different
passengers with many different stories and
saw many different kinds of wars.

Noble Remembered Holy Name
continued from page 1
Banquet-April 7
He was “Irishman of the Year” in 2000.
Noble was a World War II hero, and a 50year member of Mechanicsville Hose Co.
He also belonged to many other fine local
organizations.
Joe was also a member of St. Mary’s
1942 basketball state champions. In addition, he was a standout tennis player, possibly the best of all-time at Frog Hollow, and
I’ve also heard that he was an above average
golfer.
I never ran into Mr. Noble too often in
my daily travels with The SA Times, but
when I did, it was a joy and delight. He
honestly made my day, because of his positive and uplifting conversations. He was a
true wealth of knowledge on sports and
South Amboy, and I was blessed to know
him. Joe Noble Sr. will be truly missed by
all. May God bless him!

Sayreville Hall of
Fame To Induct Five
The First Annual Sayreville War Memorial High School Hall of Fame Induction
Awards Banquet will take place on Saturday, May 21 from 6-11 p.m. at the VFW Hall
on Jernee Mill Rd., Sayreville.
Hall of Fame inductees will include:
Barry T. Albin (Class of 1970), Associate
Justice, NJ Supreme Court; Edwin A.
Kolodziej (Class of 1943), local attorney
and former NJ State Assemblyman; Rhonda
Rompola (Class of 1978), Head Coach
Women’s Basketball, Southern Methodist
University; Michael J. Wasko (Class of
1982), School Principal and former U.S.
Olympic team athlete; John S. Wisniewski
(Class of 1980), NJ State Assemblyman.
The SWMHS Hall of Fame Committee
members are: Dan DiPoalo, Chairman, Barbara Anderson, William Bauer, James
Brown, Principal SWMHS, Douglas Cowan,
Jack Hefelfinger, Elaine Kubacz, Lynn Paul,
Mickey Sedlak, Sayreville Director of Recreation.
For ticket information, please contact
Elaine Kubacz at 732-727-0192 or Barbara
Anderson at 732-727-1566.

Happy

Easter

The Middlesex County Federation of
Holy Name Societies Annual Spiritual Directors’ Banquet will be held on Thursday,
April 7 at Sacred Heart Parish Hall, 531
Washington Ave., South Amboy beginning
at 7 p.m. There will be no Mass. A sit down
dinner will be served.
Fr. Edward J. Struzik, Metuchen Diocese and Middlesex County Federation Holy
Name Spiritual Director, will be the main
speaker. Tickets are $15 each and can be
purchased from Banquet Chairman, Mike
Corbin, 516 Washington Ave., South
Amboy, NJ 08879. For more information,
call Mike at 732-727-3403. The Spiritual
Directors’ Banquet is open to all Holy Name
members, their wives or guests. As seating
is limited to about 300, please submit your
request for tickets at your earliest possible
convenience.

Assemblyman John S. Wisniewski, in
partnership with the Middlesex County
SAFE Kids Coalition, today helped ensure
the safety of children in motor vehicles by
co-hosting a child safety seat inspection at
Sansone Chevrolet in Perth Amboy in honor
of National Child Passenger Safety Week.
“There is nothing more important than
ensuring the safety of our children,” said
Assemblyman Wisniewski. “Children not
only need to be in safety seats when riding in
a vehicle. Those safety seats need to be the
correct size and installed correctly. I’m happy
to be working with the Middlesex County
SAFE Kids Coalition to make sure that
every child is in the right seat the right way.”
In 2001 Assemblyman Wisniewski
wrote the law that mandated all children
under 8 years old or 80 pounds be secured in
a child safety seat when riding in a motor
vehicle. Statistics kept by the New Jersey
Division of Highway Safety in the first three
years since the law was implemented, 2001
through 2003, show the number of child
fatalities in motor vehicle accidents was
reduced. In 2001, 16 children under age 8
died in car accidents. In 2003, 11 children
died.
Car Safety Basics
For infants through 1 year old, always
put the children in a back facing child seat
that should always be installed in the back
seat of your vehicle.
Once the child is 1 year old and weighs

at least 20 pounds, the baby can be put into
a front facing child seat in the back seat of
the vehicle.
4-8 years old
Use a belt-positioning booster seat once
your child has completely outgrown his
forward-facing child safety seat with an
internal harness (at about age 4 and at least
40 pounds). Children must use a booster seat
until at least 8-years-old or 80 pounds.
Position the belt correctly across your
child’s shoulders and hips, not the abdomen.
The shoulder belt should cross your child’s
shoulder and should not cut across the neck.
The lap belt should stay low, touching the
thighs and resting below the hipbones.
Never put the shoulder portion of the
belt behind the back or under his arm. Serious injuries could occur with the belt in this
position. Remember the rhyme: Under the
arm, seat belts cause harm. Behind the back,
safety will lack.
If your child tries to squirm out of the
seat or under the seat belt, find a safe place
to pull over. Explain to him that you will not
be able to continue driving until he is safely
seated in his booster.
The American Academy of Pediatrics
and the National Highway Traffic Safety
Administration recommend that all children
aged 13 and under ride in the back seat of a
vehicle.
Restrain your child on every trip, every
time.

S.A.F.A. Report
Capt. Chris Mader of the South Amboy
First Aid has issued the following report for
the 4th Quarter of 2004:
The Squad answered a total of 277
calls: 207 emergencies, 8 transports, 18 fire,
25 community service and 17 mutual aid.
High members for the quarter were: Betty
Leveille 157, Jill Shackelton 117, Chris
Mader 103, Rob Sekerak 90, Jim Ryan 88,
John Piskorski (Associate) 70, and Mark
Maslowski (Cadet) 54.

For the year 2004, the Squad answered
a total of 1,056 calls: 755 emergencies, 28
transports, 59 fire, 79 community service
and 128 mutual aid. High members for the
year were: Chris Mader 501, Betty Leveille
460, Jill Shackelton 368 Jim Ryan 335 Rob
Sekerak 275 John Piskorski (Associate) 237
and Mark Maslowski (Cadet) 207.
The Squad would like to welcome the
following new members: M. Pappos (Cadet), A.M. Trapp and T. Szirko (Associate).

Fire Destroys
continued from page 1
received some smoke and water damage, were hand-chopped logs, and the business,
and had to close for a few days.
at one time had gas pumps out in front of the
The Olde Towne building and busi- store.” Wendell said that, “It was originally
ness, most likely the oldest in South Amboy, called Eagle Tea Import Company, and later
goes back to the early 1800’s according to became Eagle Wine & Liquor, and was also
former owner Rich Wendell. He stated that, known as Brown’s Market.”
“The center beams at the basement level
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Remembering Lena
By Elaine Scott

South Amboy Police Department Captain Darren LaVigne reads a Dr. Seuss book to
students at South Amboy Elementary School as part of Read Across America.
(Photo Courtesy of SA Schools)

New Book By Flo
Our Lady of
Victories Tricky Tray Fitzpatrick
Romance sizzles between a sassy
Our Lady of Victories Parish will hold
a Tricky Tray on Friday, April 1, 2005 in
Monsignor Dalton Hall on Main Street in
Sayreville. Doors will open at 5:30PM. The
first drawing will be called at 7:30PM.
Advanced tickets can be obtained at the
pastoral office or after masses on Saturdays
and Sundays. Advanced admission tickets
are $8.00 with includes two sheets of tickets
and a complimentary coffee or tea and dessert. Tickets purchased at the door will cost
$10.00 with the two sheets of tickets and a
complimentary coffee or tea and dessert.
Prizes include gift baskets, 50/50’s, and
larger prizes such as a week-end getaway to
Atlantic City or Washington D.C., courtside
Knicks basketball tickets, and much more.
For information or tickets please contact (732) 257-6809 or (732)238-0978.

American linguist and an Irish adventurer in
the hot city of Bombay when the pair go on
the run with a mysterious statue in the new
romantic/action comedy, “Hot Stuff” by Flo
Fitzpatrick.
A native Texan, Flo is a performer and
choreographer who now makes her home in
South Amboy. Her debut novel with
Kensington Zebra, Ghost of a Chance was
released in August 2004. Flo has a romantic/mystery/comedy “Sweet Dreams” (with
Hilliard and Harris) due out in June 2005.
“Hot Stuff” will be available April 1st,
2005.
Flo Fitzpatrick will be signing at the
Local Authors Event at the Sayreville Library on Washington Road April 8th and at
the Point Pleasant Borough Library April
23rd.
Please visit her website
www.flofitzpatrick.com for details.

ADHA/ADD Presentation
It is estimated that as many as 25% of
our school age children are being diagnosed
with behavioral disorders including Attention Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder (ADHD).
In response to our community’s growing
concern, Dr. Timothy Lenahan of Lenahan
Chiropractic is sponsoring a presentation
exploring non-medical approaches in working with people affected by ADHD/ADD.
The presentation, which will be held at
346 Bordentown Avenue, South Amboy on
Wednesday, March 16th at 7 PM will include talks by Dr. Lenahan, certified massage therapist Donna Lane and licensed
clinical social worker Donna Pavlik.
The presentation is free and it is open to

the entire community.
“Outreach of this type is very important,” explains Dr. Lenahan, who has already received a
tremendous amount of support from
local professionals who work with children
and adults with ADHD.
“Many people are not aware that taking
a pro-active approach to this condition can
be very positive experience for the patient
and their loved ones. Parents and children
need to know that they are not alone.”
Seating for this presentation is limited,
so please call 732-316-4004 in advance to
reserve your space.

Raritan Bay FCU Presents “Home Buying
& Selling” – a FREE Seminar
Raritan Bay FCU is hosting a free home
buying and selling seminar for all members
and potential members of the Credit Union
– anyone who lives, works, worships or
attends school in Middlesex County, or is
related to a current member. The seminar is
being held on Thursday, April 28, 2005,
from 7:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. in Raritan Bay
FCU’s main office located at 491 Raritan St.
Sayreville, New Jersey.
Pete Manfredo, President of Credit
Union Discount Real Estate System
(CUDRES), will be conducting the seminar.
CUDRES provides New Jersey credit union
members who are buying and selling homes
with discounts, various options, and an unmatched service guarantee through its affiliate, A Home for Sale Realty (AHFSR).
Manfredo will educate home buyers
and sellers on:
How to negotiate the best deal

What sellers and agents don’t want you
to know
3 useless things agents do to impress
you and justify high commissions
Why 93% of all homeowners overpay
for their home
8 of the biggest mistakes home-buyers
make
10 things to ask a real estate agent
before you hire them
Interested participants can register at
www.raritanbayfcu.org by clicking on the
“Home Buying & Selling” link or by calling
Laura-Ilene Harding at (732) 727-3500 ext.
115.
Raritan Bay Federal Credit Union is a
non-profit, community chartered financial
institution that serves everyone who lives,
works, worships or attends school in
Middlesex County. Raritan Bay Federal
Credit Union was chartered in 1941, and is
owned and operated by its members.

Registration for South Amboy
Kindergarten and Preschool
Registration packets for kindergarten
and preschool pupils for the 2005/2006
school year will be available between 9 a.m.
and 3 p.m. at the school office beginning
March 10th. Completed packets are due
between 9 a.m. and 11 a.m. on March 22nd
and 23rd.
To be eligible for preschool, children
must be 4 years old by October 1, 2005. To

be eligible for kindergarten, children must
be 5 years old by October 1, 2005. Registration must include proof of immunization, an
original birth certificate, a certificate of health
and proof of South Amboy residency.
Children currently enrolled in these programs do not need to register for next year.
For more information, please call the
principal’s office at (732) 525-2118.

“Hey, Lena!!” I proudly called in imitation of the “big girls,” as I stood alone in
front of Lena’s closed store. A few calls
later, Lena began shuffling along the connecting, wooden sidewalk from her turn of
the century home next door to the store’s
side entry. As she came, wearing her old,
maroon felt slippers, I watched her through
the thick hedges, which bordered her front
yard and abutted the store.
I was almost five years old that day.
Holding the newly found penny tightly in
my little hand, I was about to become a
“consumer” for the very first time. It was
also the first time I was in defiance of my
mother’s ironclad rule of never crossing the
street alone. So, as I impatiently waited for
Lena to open the store’s door, I thought not
only about the candy I was soon to get, but
also about the “lickin” I would later get from
my mother. I got both that day.
Lena’s store was located midway on
Conover Street in the Mechanicsville Sector
of South Amboy. At that time, my family
was still living in a small apartment above
my Uncle Bill’s garage, just up the street
from the store and directly across from the
playground. My father’s grandfather had
built the apartment before stringent zoning
laws and, later, died as a result from his fall
off its roof. Right before sneaking to Lena’s,
I had found the penny laying near the curb.
In a blink, I was running down the street
passed the Kurtz house, then, along their
hedges lining the sidewalk, and onwards
passed the big Kudelka house, with its big
grape arbor in their backyard. To Lena’s
and her candy I ran, and I crossed Alpine
Street without giving it a second thought.
Mechanicsville half a century ago was
like a slice of Americana Pie. Consisting of
four streets, Raritan, Conover, Wilmont,
and Alpine, and two Avenues, Railroad
Avenue and the intersecting Ridgeway Avenue, it was bordered on one side by Melrose
and the other by the Hole-in-the Wall. The
undeveloped land, stretching all the way to
Komar’s factory, effectively separated it
from the rest of the little city. The people
who lived in Mechanicsville then were
more than neighbors joined by property
lines; they were bonded by family ties and
life-long friendships. In other words, everyone knew everyone and having a secret was
virtually impossible.
Five decades ago, men drove their one
and only family cars to work, leaving the
women to take care of their homes and
children. As they were left without transportation, goods and services were brought
right to their doors. On any given week day,
you could always see one or more of the
following: Joe the Butcher (Nebus) from
Melrose selling meat in his butcher shop on
wheels; Joe (Booty) Jaskowiak selling fresh
fruits and vegetables from his converted
school bus; the milkman; the coalman; the
mailman; the garbage man; the iceman bringing blocks of ice to those who still had
iceboxes instead of the new refrigerators;
the ragman who also sharpened knives and
scissors; the fishman selling his fish, especially to the Catholics who were forbidden
to eat meat on Fridays; the insurance man

who came to collect incremental payments
on life insurance policies; and the Fuller
Brush man who came with his cleaning
products and little samples of lipstick. In
the warm weather, the ice cream man came
to the sound of bells ringing in the air. As
all services were provided, doctors came to
heal their patients’ bodies, while priests and
ministers came to heal their parishioners’
souls.
In this “man’s world,” Lena Weiler was
truly a woman before her time; a lone businesswoman, who ran her store for much
needed income. Lena was elderly from my
earliest memory, always wearing her gray
hair pulled back by large black hair combs,
and her legs covered with thick stockings
she knitted for herself. During cold days,
Lena could be seen sitting in the her rocking
chair in the backroom, near the store’s old
pot bellied stove, with her knitting needles
in her hands.
Unlike the much brighter, larger, and
cleaner Kurtz’s store (later, “Bill’s”) on the
corner of Ridgeway Avenue and Raritan
Street, entering Lena’s store was like stepping into a dim cavern. By the sunlight
filtering through the unwashed front windows on either side of the front door, you
could see the scattered display of sale items
where Lena had haphazardly put them. The
wooden floor, covered with a thick coating
of swept dirt that had hardened over time,
resounded with your footsteps, while old
and discolored fly paper hung limply and
ineffectually from the ceiling.
Lena didn’t talk very much. “What do
you want?” and “What else?” were the usual
words she would say, as she stood with
extraordinary patience waiting for us kids to
decide which candy or gum to buy. Her
smiles were saved for the older, teenaged
boys, who would tease her unmercifully and
with Lena loving every moment of it. I
remember hearing the loud voices of Joe
Cross, Tommy Cudo, Walter Lange, and the
other guys, and watching as they stomped
through the store to get bottles of soda from
the ice chest, laughing with Lena the entire
time. For them, she would get out her old
Victrola and let them crank it to play her
precious records. For them and because of
them, she laughed. I guess, in her lonely life,
they just made her feel young again.
When I was 13, my friends and I came
home from school one day to hear the news
that Lena had died. Lena was well into her
80’s when it happened. We were told that
she had caught fire as she was burning old
furniture in her kitchen stove. Lena’s store
closed that day.
While writing this story, I realized I had
known very little about her. I never asked
anyone if she had ever been married or ever
had any children. Her importance in my life
was as the woman who had taken my first
shiny penny that day 50 years ago in return
for the candy I had so badly wanted, and
continued to do so through the ensuing years.
She was always ready to serve always ready
to shuffle her way to the store in her old,
maroon felt slippers. That’s how I will
always be remembering Lena.

Flanagan Remembered
By Tom Burkard

Steve Flanagan, 64 of South Amboy
died on Feb. 7. Flanagan, who was a highlyregarded basketball referee on the high
school and also men’s city basketball scene,
truly loved sports. “Ducky,” as he was
affectionately known by teammates and
friends, played basketball for St. Mary’s
High in the late 1950’s, and also was a big
contributor to the English Chevron basketball dynasty, that ruled the South Amboy
City League from the late 1960’s through
early 1970’s, winning five league championships in a row. He was a defensive specialist, and could really crash the boards
with the bigger players.
Former teammate and friend, Henry
“Henny The D.J.” Conroy shared his memories of Steve: “Steve Flanagan was the starting center for St. Mary’s JV team during the

1956-57 season. “Smokey” Ryan was our
coach, and we had a successful year. One
thing about Steve, was that he was as interested in making a good pass as he was taking
a shot. When the ball went in to the pivot,
and the defense collapsed on him, you could
be sure that he would get the ball to you for
an open shot. Since South Amboy is a great
basketball town, I think all the ex-players
appreciate what it is to play with someone
with class.
He also had a great sense of humor and
in the rough and tumble world of 9th grade
high school life, he never had a bad word for
anybody or was involved in fights or bullying anyone smaller than him. . .And he had
a big and tall build even at that early age. He
will be missed by me and everyone that was
lucky enough to know him.”
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Students from Mrs. McLean’s child care class at South Amboy High School have been busy
collecting items for Operation Shoebox. The items will go to our soldiers serving overseas.
Great job!! Pictured (l-r) Front Row, Melissa Agosto, Devon Hess (with sign), Jaclyn Keegan,
Sultana Akther, Back Row (l-r) Stephanie Beil, Kira Terbecki, Kim O’Loughlin, Tiffany
Tomkins, Mrs. Carol McLean, Crystal Clark, Jessica Mendez. (Photo by Brian Stratton)

Dupont Credit Union Celebrates National
Credit Union Youth Week
The week of April 18 through April 22,
2005 has been dedicated as “National Credit
Union Youth Week” The purpose is to raise
awareness among young people and their
parents about the benefits of credit union
membership and to promote financial literacy among our youth.
Parlin DuPont Employees Federal
Credit Union is actively working to increase
financial literacy by providing educational
materials and encouraging eligible youth to
join.
The credit union will be sponsoring
contests for our youth members up to age 17.
There will be coloring contests for our members age nine and younger, a poster contest
for our members age 10 – 13 as well as an
essay contest for members age 14 and up.
A $100.00 U.S. Savings Bond will be
awarded to the winner in each category.

Details are available at the Credit Union
office.
We will have information on financial
literacy available to all members who visit
the office during Youth Week. For every
eligible member in High School or attending college who opens a share draft checking account with the VisaÆ check card
during Youth Week, the credit union will
deposit $25 into the account to start them
off. As a Credit Union we encourage young
people preparing for college to start a checking account with the VisaÆ check card
attached to it, to prevent them from being
caught up in the “credit card push” on campus.
The Parlin DuPont Employees Federal
Credit Union has been serving its members
since 1937 and is open to all EI DuPont, Exel
Inc, and Borough of Sayreville employees.

28 March 12, 2005

South Amboy-Sayreville Times

