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Mechanicsville Hose Company took top honors for the best decorated equipment at the 4th
annual Tree Lighting held in South Amboy.  Pictured (l-r) Mayor John T. O’Leary,
Mechansville Hose Co. member Larry Martin Jr. and his son Quinn, Mark Maslowski and
Andrew Fedorka of the South Amboy First Aid.  (Photo by Brian Stratton)

The Luke A. Lovely American Legion Post #62 of South Amboy Commander, Bob “Zak”
Sekerak (2nd from right), and other members look on, as Marty Ziola prepares to toss a
commemorative wreath into the Raritan Bay near the new South Amboy boat ramp on Pearl
Harbor Day, December 7th.  The ceremony remembered and honored those who gave the
ultimate sacrifice during the attack on Pearl Harbor on December 7, 1941. (Photo By Tom
Burkard)

Jack O’Leary

O’Leary, Albert
Honored By

Chamber
John “Jack” O’Leary, owner and op-

erator of Dooling Electric Inc. of South
Amboy since 1972, was selected South
Amboy “Business Leader of the Year” for
2005 by the Sayreville, Old Bridge and
South Amboy Chamber of Commerce.

O’Leary, a South Amboy native was a
South Amboy Police Officer for 36 years
prior to his retirement.  He has received
many awards and honors through the years
including Lions Club “Policeman of the
Year,” Blue Badge Award, and Veterans of
Foreign Wars “Policeman of the Year.”

Jack proudly served his country in the
Navy during World War II.

The Sayreville “Business Leader of the
Year” for 2005 award went to John Albert,
president and CEO of Progressive Mainte-
nance and Real Estate Services Inc., which
handles foreclosure clients and their proper-
ties in New Jersey.  Congratulations Jack
and John!

Wisniewski Named
Grand Marshal

Assemblyman John S. Wisniewski was
unanimously elected to be Grand Marshal of
the 67th Annual Pulaski Day Parade in New
York City by the General Casimir Pulaski
Day Memorial Parade Committee.  It was
the first time in recent memory that the
Committee’s selection was unanimous.

“It is an honor to be named Grand
Marshal.  My Polish heritage is important to
me, and I look forward to being the Grand
Marshal of the second oldest ethnic parade
in New York City,” said Assemblyman
Wisniewski.

The parade will be held on Oct. 1, 2006
at 12:30 p.m., and go down 5th Ave. from
30th St. to 53rd St.  Also marching will be
the Polish American Congress, the
Kosciuszko Foundation and the Polish Na-
tional Alliance.  Organizers expect 500,000
people to attend.  Congratulations, Assem-
blyman Wisniewski!

Princeton U.
Coming To South

Amboy
Princeton University’s School of Ar-

chitecture will send students to study the
City of South Amboy.  They will provide
their knowledge in architectural design in
the city.

Mayor John T. O’Leary expects them
to help with landscapes, streetscapes, and
make the city more beautiful.

The city’s partnership will be between
Princeton University and also a private firm,
which is run by one of its professors.  The
South Amboy Redevelopment Agency will
pay $29,000 to the firm of Agrest and
Gandalsonas of New York City to compile
an evaluation of the city’s redevelopment,
both past and future.  Developers will pay
for the services rendered.

It’s Samsel
Elementary School

Again!
The Sayreville Board of Education

voted in a split decision to change the name
of the Sayreville Upper Elementary School
back to Samsel Elementary School, the
name it was known as over 20 years ago.

The price tag to change the name back
is $19,000 which will cover changing the
sign outside the school, in addition to logos
and plaques inside the building, as well as
the logos on school stationery and other
items.

The district will most likely use money
from the $3 million which remains in un-
used construction costs for the school’s
addition and renovations.

The school opened in 1959 as Samsel
Elementary School.  It was named for Board
of Education member B. Frank Samsel Sr.,
and his daughters Catherine a teacher, and
Marion, who served as district secretary.

In the early 1980’s, with enrollment
down, the school was closed, and then
leased to Middlesex County Educational
Services Commission.  The Commission
reopened the school for people with dis-
abilities and called it Central Valley Acad-
emy.

Sayreville school district enrollment
increased, and in 2002, the lease was termi-
nated.  In 2004, the much improved, state-
of-the-art school reopened with the name of
Sayreville Upper Elementary School.
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Firefighter Dies
James J. “Jimmy” Moran, 37, a very

popular South Amboy firefighter, died after
a long and courageous battle with cancer.  A
dedicated member of Mechanicsville Hose
Co. for 19 years, he was currently the chief-
driver and was also an ex-captain.  He is
survived by his wife Laura Moran, son James
J. Jr., daughter Jaime Lee, mother and step-
father Donna (Stolte) & Gary Treffinger, his
father James Moran, brother William F.
Moran, sister Sawyer Treffinger.

South Amboy On TV
Our town will be on the tube for three

months in early 2006.
The South Amboy Redevelopment

Agency and the City, with help from Main
Street South Amboy and the support of
Devcor, has created a television commercial
that will be shown on the top nine networks
available thorough Cablevision.

Inviting everyone to explore the end-
less possibilities, the commercial produced
by MAGI Filmworks of East Orange, fea-
tures people, lifestyles and projects from all
around our hometown. More than 175,000
families and businesses in New Jersey and
on Staten Island will learn what its like to
live, work and play in the city where the
river meets the bay.

Shot around town on one of the coldest,
driest days on record, the commercial is a
celebration of the qualities that make us
proud to live in here.  As Mayor O’Leary
pointed out, “So many wonderful things are
happening and so many people are helping
to make them happen.  This commercial is a
great way to get more of the South Amboy
story to a huge audience.”

This Issue

is Dedicated

in the Memory of

Jimmy Moran

&

Rich DeBlis

Companies Want
National Lead Site

The Sayreville Economic Redevelop-
ment Agency (SERA) has narrowed the
bidding field down to four companies who
have submitted proposals for redevelop-
ment on the old National Lead (NL) site,
located in Sayreville near the Raritan River.

Since May, when soliciting for propos-
als began, (SERA) received 140 inquiries,
and a few weeks ago sliced the list of pro-
spective businesses to eight, which included
two who had plans to build minor league
baseball stadiums.

The final four companies chosen are:
The Spector Group of North Hills, NY;
LNR Property Corp. of Quincy, MA; V.
Paulius and Associates of Allendale, NJ;
and Forest City Enterprises of Cleveland,
OH.  The final decision must be made before
April 1, 2006.

The party that is selected will have to
clean up the property, which was contami-
nated when NL manufactured chemicals
used in paints for 45 years while in opera-
tion.  The cleanup cost is estimated at $40
million.
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Paul and Mary Bouchard, of South Amboy,
pose for a post-card like photo in front of the
Leaning Tower of Pisa in Italy during their
vacation in Oct.-Nov. on Celebrity Cruise
Line Mediterranean.  The Bouchards visited
nine different ports.

Talk Of The Towns
By Tom Burkard

Reigle In Macy’s Parade
Local 10-year old, Melissa Reigle audi-

tioned for and was chosen to be a dancer in
the Macy’s Thanksgiving Day Parade.  Her
proud mother is Jennifer Reigle and grand-
mother Linda Kelly of South Amboy.  Con-
gratulations!
In Memoriam

Fanny Smith, 85, of South Amboy died
on Nov. 14.  She was friendly and kind to all,
especially to a landscaper, cutting the hedges
by St. Mary’s High School about 20 years
ago in 100 degree heat.  She went out of her
way, just to be kind, and made the worker a
pitcher of homemade, cold ice tea.  Thank
you, Aunt Fanny!  “Bernie” Newmark 88, of
South Amboy died on Nov. 16.  He was a
great guy, with a positive, up-beat attitude.
“Bernie” was co-owner and partner of
Albern’s Seafood in South Amboy, with his
dear friend, Al Sorrentino Sr.  Albern’s was
one of the first to introduce fish and chips to
the people of South Amboy.  Thomas
Kuberski, 87, of Sayreville died on Nov. 16.
He was active in countless local civic groups
and organizations, and was well-known as a
dedicated, hard-working Sayreville Coun-
cilman for 19 years. A World War II Army
veteran, he was a first sergeant with the 8th
Armored Medical Division.  Kuberski was a
charter member of the Sayreville Historical
Society.  He was also co-founder of the
Sayreville Vets semi-pro football team.
Zofia “Sophie” Zdanowicz, 88, of South
Amboy died on Nov. 16.  She was the owner
of Z & H Pizzeria in South Amboy, and also
sold pizzas at Sayrewoods Inn and Buddies
Tavern.  Benito Vattelana, 73 of South
Amboy died on Nov. 20.  He was a Korean
War veteran and medal winner.  George
Conlon, 91, of South Amboy died on Nov.
23.  He was an accountant for 30 years, and
after retiring in 1981, served as a South
Amboy Crossing Guard for 10 years.  Frank
Wojtaszek, 74, of South Amboy died on
Nov. 29.  He worked at DuPont for 20 years
and retired in 1992.  He was truly a good
guy.  Elizabeth Thomson, 55 of South Amboy
died on Dec. 4.  She worked for 23 years at

Pleasant Little Trivia
By Tom Burkard

1.This auto repair business was located
on lower David St., South Amboy in ’63?
a.Johnny’s b.Terry’s Garage c.F & H Auto
Repairs

2.President of the South Amboy First
Aid in 1987?  a.Donald Riley Sr. b.Lee
Steiner c.Thomas Hoover

3.Sayreville’s Fire Chief in ’83?  a.Paul
Bulla b.William Fauser c.Kenneth
Revolinsky

4.President of Laurel Park Civic Asso-
ciation in 1975?  a.John Slover b.Maryanne
Maroski c.James McGrath

5.In 1981, he was appointed as a Spe-
cial Policeman in South Amboy?  a.James
Magayver b.Leonard Maxfield c.Albert
Casey

6.The Superintendent of Parks in
Sayreville in ’73?  a.Julian Ciecko b.John
McCormack c.Harold Rosenblum

7.In 1980, this printing business was
located on MacArthur Ave. in Sayreville?
a.Hilltop Printing b.Towne Printing c.Select
Printing

8.This South Amboy sub shop was lo-
cated at 132 South Pine Ave. in 1993?
a.Who’s b.Jo-Tom’s c.Mag’s

9.Sayreville High’s senior class presi-
dent in ’64?  a.Richard Noble b.Dot Demetski
c.Sharon Chevalier

10.South Amboy’s Councilman At
Large in 1950?  a.William Kurtz b.Anton
Walczak c.Chester Meinzer

11.She won the award for Perseverance
in Business Education at Hoffman High in
’75?  a.Deborah Booker b.Elaine Sawatski
c.Michelle Huryk

12.President of the Morgan First Aid
Squad in 1977?  a.Thomas M. Brown
b.Daniel Malik c.George Zulin

Answers
1b 2a 3b 4c 5b 6a 7b 8a 9c 10a 11c 12a.

South Amboy Arena, and was a kind-hearted
and caring person, loved and admired by
family and friends.  Joseph Robe, 62, of
Parlin died on Dec. 7.  He was a retired
detective from the NJ State Police.  May
God Bless them all!

Handel’s Messiah-
Dec. 17

Music at St. Mary’s will feature
Handel’s Messiah on Sat., Dec. 17 at 7:30
p.m. at St. Mary’s R.C. Church, 256 Au-
gusta St.  The suggested donation is $10.

Come join St. Mary’s Choral Society
and Chamber Orchestra as they present their
annual performance of George Frederick
Handel’s timeless oratorio.  Composed for
soloists, chorus, and orchestra.  Handel takes
the listener through the life of Jesus Christ as
foretold by Old Testament writings and re-
alized by New Testament scripture.  Under
the direction of Christopher M. Deibert,
conductor, the Advent/Christmas portion of
the work will be performed in it’s entirety,
along with excerpts from the second and
third parts.  Don’t miss this delightful
candlelit concert, set in beautiful Victorian-
gothic architectural surrounding.

Brian (l) and Nicholas Szkodny (r), who formerly attended St. Stanislaus Kostka School,
were honored as co-Veterans of the Year at the school’s annual Veteran’s Day celebration.
Nicholas and Brian are brothers who recently returned from Iraq where they were both in
active duty with the US Arny.  Mrs. Samim, the principal, is pictured with the brothers as she
awards them with this honor.
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 ★    Business of the Month  ★
Advanced Family Dentistry

Dr. & Mrs. Jeffrey Gee are pictured during a relaxing moment.

Advanced Family Dentistry, located
at 329 South Pine Ave., Morgan, is owned
and operated by Dr. Jeffrey A. Gee,
D.D.S., who is a Columbia University
School of Dental & Oral Surgery gradu-
ate.  He was selected to the General
Practice Residency in Dentistry at St.
Luke’s (Roosevelt Hospital, NYC).  Af-
ter completion, he entered private prac-
tice.

Most recently in the July 2005 issue
of New Jersey Monthly Magazine Dr.
Gee was selected as one of the top den-
tists for 2005 in its feature story “Top
Dentists 05.”   The list for New Jersey’s
top dentists was excerpted from “The
Best Dentists in America 2004-2005,”
which includes more than 7,600 dentists
in virtually every major specialty in all
50 states and the District of Columbia.
The top dentists were chosen through a
survey, which began with a nomination
pool consisting of dentists recommended
by the members of several major dental
organizations and department chairmen
at leading dental schools, as well as den-
tists nominated in turn by those nomi-
nees.

Dr. Gee, an active member in the
American Dental Association, and also
the Academy of General Dentistry, has
also made his mark in the Sayreville and
the Amboys communities.  Earlier this
year, he was presented with a NJ State
Police award in recognition for his sup-
port to Sayreville PBA Local #98, and
also received a certificate of apprecia-
tion for his outstanding service and sup-
port by Sayreville Mayor Kennedy
O’Brien.

Dr. Gee’s two-fold philosophy in-
cludes providing the best and most com-
prehensive dental service of which he is
capable, and he also strives to help in the
maintenance of your dental health and in
prevention of any future problems.

Advanced Family Dentistry offers
the finest in comprehensive cosmetic
surgery including: Tooth Whitening;
Porcelain Veneers; Crowns, Bridges,
Dentures; Nitrous Oxide Sedation; Im-
plant Restoration; Root Canal Therapy
and Invisalign.

The recently remodeled office of-
fers all state-of-the-art equipment, in-
cluding chair side entertainment, where
patients can watch DVD’s while being
treated.  New patients are always wel-
come, and emergency care is available.

Dr. Gee and his staff offer the high-
est standards in maintaining infection
control, such as strict barrier techniques
which are utilized during all treatments,
and all instruments including dental drills
are steam/heat sterilized before use (au-
toclaved).

The highly-qualified staff takes the
time in sharing concerns related to more
than just your dental care.  Each team
member was selected because of their
genuine interest in people.  They want
you to feel comfortable, and ask for
anything you need, and are always there
for any questions you may have.

Office hours are: Mon. & Thurs., 11
a.m. to 7 p.m.; Tues. & Wed. 9 a.m. to
5:30 p.m.; Sat. 8 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.  The
office phone is answered 24 hours a day-
Call 732-721-2424 for your appointment
at Advanced Family Dentistry.
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Yearbook-Hoffman 1975
By Tom Burkard

It’s hard to believe, but 30 years have
passed since Hoffman High’s great class of
’75 graduated. . .”I Shot The Sheriff” by Eric
Clapton was closing in on the top of the pop
charts in September 1974 as the John Street
kids returned for their final go in high school.

John Olexa was Superintendent of
Schools, and Robert Bloodgood, principal. .
.Talented faculty members included: Joanne
Blackmore, Steven Chiger, Joseph Donnelly,
Sonia Fedyk, Febronia Grener, Mary Ann
Fortier, Andrew Kriss, Linda McCorkle,
Carol McDonnell, Thomas Magielnicki,
George Mahoney and Michael Poll. . .

Kathy Kulcsar was yearbook editor and
the book was dedicated to Patricia VanDyk.

Linda Truelis was Senior Class Presi-
dent; Peggy Hulsart-Vice-President; Robin
Johnston-Secretary; Grace Hoffman-Trea-
surer. . .

Some of the seniors were: Joanne
Andreski, Barb Argentino, Mary Barry, John
Boganski, James Brady, Debra Booker,
Deborah Cicala, Norine Croddick, James
Miller, Gary Dean, Karen Dragotta, Michael
Dubil, Richard Erickson, Michael Egan,
Lawrence Farkas, Debra Galassini, Joseph
Gonsalves, Stephen Gray, Carol Honimar,
Michael Huguenin, Margaret Hulsart,
Michelle Huryk, Michael Kelly, John
Komosinski, Joseph LaVigne, Theresa
Mann, Joseph Marinin, Jackie Montgom-
ery, Anne Mundy, Denise Murafsky, Donald
Munn, Ellen O’Grady, Georgianna Pszolka,
David Pirk, Pauline Raczkowski, Ruth Read,
Susan Revere, Ricky Scarfi, Eileen Sieber,
Margaret Skrynka, Ferman Stratton, Carmel
Tarallo, Joan Therkelsen, Shawn Switzer,
Edward Wurth, Mary Verchick, Deborah
Young. . .

What was happenin’ in the world in
’75?  There were two attempts in 17 days by
two women to assassinate President Ford. .
.Patty Hearst was captured, surrendering at
gunpoint. . .Jimmy Hoffa disappeared. .
.The U.S. was reeling under inflation. .
.”Jaws” was the top movie of the year,

grossing $100,000,000 in six months to set
a new all-time box-office record. . .

Some of the seniors interesting nick-
names were: Moose, Rosebud, Denim, Su-
perstar, Daisy, Ida, Louise, Arch, Greek,
Hayseed, Chick, Hammer, Garter, Ginny,
The Dude, Crazy Jim, Butch. . .

A few of the most popular clubs at
Hoffman High were the Pep Club; Ceramics
Club; Future Teachers Club. . .

Hoffman’s baseball team under Coach
Dave Inman turned in a fine (16-8-1) record.
Superstars on the team included All-County,
All-State players Joe “Moose” McCarthy
(Legendary home run slugger), Rudy
Neumann, and George Bongiorno. . .

The boys basketball team finished with
a tough (5-18). . .Grace Hoffman and Debbie
Cicala were co-captains of the cheerleaders.

Senior standout athletes included: Rob-
ert Besner, Gregg Bowlby, Joseph Conroy,
Al Cox, Ralph Dante, Debra Damion, Grace
Hoffman, Robin Johnston, Joan Keegan,
Jerry Kotula, Michael McCabe,  McCarthy,
Carolyn Nelson, Neumann, Timothy
O’Leary, Kevin Ostrander, Sal Richiusa,
Bruce Richmond, Ed Slusarek, William
Stratton, Tom Suau, Linda Truelis, Gregory
Wyzykowski, Christina Zamorski, Richard
Garsick. . .

At graduation time, 1975, John Denver’s
“Thank God I’m A Country Boy” topped the
charts. . .

Hoffman High School’s Class of ’75
was truly a “very special” group.  I’ve gotten
to know many of the graduates over the
years, and have found them to be most
interesting, as well as highly successful in-
dividuals in the game of life.

“Speak Up, We’re
Listening!”

For the First Synod of the Diocese of
Metuchen, St. Mary Church, South Amboy
is hosting a “Speak Up, We’re Listening”
session.

Attention active and inactive Catho-
lics!  Have you stopped coming to church
for one reason or another?  Come to our
“Speak Up, We’re Listening” session on
Jan. 10, 2006 at 7 p.m.  Alternate date is Jan.
17, in case of inclement weather.  Meeting
will be held in St. Mary Elementary School
cafeteria.  This one-time meeting is an open
forum for people to express interests, con-
cerns and hopes for the future of our diocese.
Be sure to attend for an interesting meeting.
Come out, express your opinion, and be
heard!  They look forward to seeing you!

Another Year
By Al Gomolka Jr.

Times Poet Laureate
c.1995

Another year comes and goes,
And what have we now for to show?
Another year older and wiser some say,
Or more crime, more pollution, and more
bills to pay
Unless you’ve won the lottery-oh what joy-
Me, personally, I’ve a new baby boy!
We regret the losses, but praise the gains
And work towards another year with what
remains
Forgetting the old, with high hopes for the
new
Resolutions abound, but will they hold true
Here’s a prayer for this New Year
“Help us cope with our woes
For soon we’ll be saying
Another year comes and goes!”

Police Auxiliary
Seeks Members
Sayreville Auxiliary Police Dept. and

the Office of Emergency Management are
now seeking new members to join the vol-
unteer force.  Applicants must be 18 years of
age or older, be able to pass a criminal
background check and possess a valid NJ
drivers license.

Send a letter of interest to: Sayreville
Police Dept., Attn: Auxiliary Police, 1000
Main St., Sayreville, NJ 08872.

New Year’s Day
Bingo

St Stanislaus Kostka,  225 macarthur
ave Sayreville is having a New Year’s Day
Bingo Doors open at 11:30 am game starts at
1:00pm.Kitchen will be opened.

ST CLAIRE NOVENA
Ask St. Claire for these favors, 1 business, 2

impossible.  Say 9 Hail Mary’s for 9 days with lighted
candles.  Pray whether you believe in it or not.  Publish
on the 9th day.  May the Sacred Heart of Jesus be
praised, adored and glorified today and every day.
Request will be granted no matter how impossible it
may seem.  Publication must be promised.  T.B.

DeBlis Dies
Popular South Amboy resident, Rich

DeBlis, 59, died on Dec. 14.  He coached
youth league sports for many years, and was
a longtime, usher at St. Mary’s Church.  He
is survived by his wife, South Amboy’s
Superintendent of Recreation, Mary Lou
DeBlis, and sons Brian and Corey DeBlis.
He will be truly missed, but never forgotten.
God Bless, Rich!
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The John Donnelly Foundation’s boat trip fundraiser for scholarships was a huge success
recently!  Pictured aboard the Seastreak America ferry are (l-r) South Amboy’s Director of
Housing, Tom O’Leary, Councilman Russ Stillwagon, Virginia Stillwagon, Lou Seminski,
owner of Sciortino’s At Harbor Lights Restaurant, and Larry Stratton.  (Photo By Helen
Carroll)

The Buzz On
Broadway
Wrapping and Writing

Your Christmas gifts can be wrapped
beautifully at Main Street South Amboy’s
office at 110 North Broadway, near Augusta,
on Thursday, Dec. 8, Thursday, Dec. 15  and
Thursday, Dec. 22 from 6 to 9 pm for a small
donation.

Santa’s helpers also want to hear from
you so good old St, Nick can send a letter to
your little ones just in time for Christmas.
Drop into the office at 110 North Broadway
and make the holidays just a little brighter.
Just in Time for Christmas

Grace’s Polish Deli opened on South
Broadway to rave reviews on Dec. 1.  Stock
up on fresh pierogies and other imported and
homemade delicacies.  Whether for a special
event or just dinner with the family, Grace’s
is the newest place for all your favorites.
Keep Your Customers Happy

Did you know it costs 5 to 6 times more
to acquire a new customer than to keep a
current one?  And, 91% of unhappy custom-
ers will never buy again from a company that
has displeased them.

A dissatisfied customer will tell up to 10
people about it. On the other hand, customers
whose complaints were resolved will tell
between 3 to 5 people about their positive
experience. That means you have to satisfy
three to four customers to make up for every
one that is dissatisfied.  So keep them smiling
if you want them — and their friends — to
come back.
Coming Soon A Bigger & Better
Broadway Banner.

Main Street South Amboy’s newsletter
will be part of the new South Amboy Record
for the next few months.  Delivered to 3,000
homes in South Amboy and distributed in
bulk to 2,000 people outside of town, the
Record will tell you all about what’s happen-
ing around our city.  It’s a great way to reach
customers, too.  Call or come into the Main
Street office to place an ad in the next issue.

“Pedals For
Progress” Bicycle
Collection

“Pedals for Progress” is a non-profit
group that collects used bicycles that can be
recycled for use in Third World countries.
With use of a bicycle, an individual has a
greater opportunity for employment that
may not be in the immediate area of one’s
home.

The South Amboy/Sayreville Rotary
Club will hold a bicycle collection this
coming spring, on Sat., April 29 from 9 a.m.
until noon, at St. Mary’s School parking lot.
If someone you know is getting a new
bicycle for Christmas, please save the old
one for the collection in April!  You’ll be
helping someone in a far away land!

Yanuzzelli “Realtor
Of The Year”

Century 21 Charles Smith Agency of
Sayreville is pleased to announce that Peggy
Yanuzzelli was selected by the Middlesex
County Association of Realtors as the 2005
“Realtor of the Year.”

Peggy has been a successful full time
Realtor since 1985, and is very active, serv-
ing her community through the Middlesex
County Association of Realtors.

As long time chairperson of the Com-
munity Service Committee, she helps orga-
nize events in her community, such as Make-
A-Wish, feeding the homeless at the Salva-
tion Army, and canned food drive to help
local residents in need.

You can reach Peggy at 732-721-9000
for all your real estate needs.  Congratula-
tions, Peggy!

ST CLAIRE NOVENA
Ask St. Claire for these favors, 1 business, 2

impossible.  Say 9 Hail Mary’s for 9 days with lighted
candles.  Pray whether you believe in it or not.  Publish
on the 9th day.  May the Sacred Heart of Jesus be
praised, adored and glorified today and every day.
Request will be granted no matter how impossible it
may seem.  Publication must be promised.  B.B.

Afternoon At The
Casino

Cardinal McCarrick High School will
hold an Afternoon At The Casino on Sun-
day, Jan. 29th from 4-7 p.m. (doors open at
3 p.m.).  Admission price is $25 ($30 at the
door).  Hors d’oeuvres, coffee, and dessert
are included.  Please contact the Develop-
ment Office at 732-721-0748 ext. 5 for tick-
ets.
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Capt. Jack Seaman (r) looks on approvingly, as Eric Beshada shows off his 30 lb. bass
caught on Capt. Jack’s charter boat, the “Barbara S.” out of Lockwood’s Marina.  7 bass from
15 to 30 lbs. were caught that day.

A Soldier’s Last E-Mail
*This is the actual e-mail that Special

Forces CPT Jeffrey P. Toczylowski, 30
prepared in the event of his death.
Toczylowski died during a combat mission
in Iraq on Nov. 3.  His father Philip M.
Toczylowski, shared the e-mail.  He and his
wife Margaret live in Ambler, PA, and we
send our sincere condolences out to them.

Dear Friends and Family,
If you are getting this e-mail, it means

that I have passed away.  No, it’s not a sick
Toz joke, but a letter I wanted to write in
case this happened.  Please don’t be sad for
me.  It was an honor to serve my country,
and I wouldn’t change a thing.  It was just
my time.

Don’t ever think you are defending me
by slamming the Global War on Terrorism
or the US goals in that war.  As far as I am
concerned, we can send guys like me to go
after them or we can wait for them to come
back to us again.  I died doing something I
believed in and have no regrets except that
I couldn’t do more.

This will probably be the longest e-

mail most of you have ever received from
me.  More than one of you complained on
multiple occasions about my brief e-mails.

I have requested to be buried in Arling-
ton National Cemetery and would like you to
attend, but I understand if you can’t make it.

There will be a party in Vegas with a
100k to help pay for travel, room and party.
I want you to be happy for the time we had,
not the future we won’t.

Never regret not calling, writing enough,
keeping in touch, or visiting.  I was always
away and thought of you all as much, if not
more, than you though of me.  Time keeps
rolling and so should my family and friends.
The only thing I ask is that you toast me every
so often, because you know I’ll be watching
and wanting to be with you.  Don’t spend any
time crying for me, because I’ll bet you I am
having a ball right now wherever I am.

I will look in on all of you and help
whenever I can.  I love you all.

 (A special thank you to Major John F.
McConnell our “Hometown Hero In Iraq”
for sharing this with The SA Times readers).

The Snow Globe is the hottest new Christmas
item this year.  The globes are inflatable, and
designed just like the hand-held snow globes
that have been around for many years, with
snow flakes falling inside.  (Photo by Tom
Burkard)

The Times, They Are A Changing
By Elaine Scott

Tinsel.  Whatever happened to tinsel?
Before switching to garland, the most impor-
tant decoration on a Christmas tree used to be
tinsel.  Coming in flat, elongated boxes, the
confetti-thin strips of foil had to be draped
carefully over the branches of the tree one or
two at a time.  The purpose was to have them
looking like icicles, which was another name
for tinsel.  If you had hurried too much to get
them on the tree, they would hang lop-sided
and twisted, causing tempers to flare, as once
that foil was put on, it didn’t want to come off.
When Christmas was over and the trees were
laid by the curb for garbage pick-up, the
tinsel would still be clinging to the branches,
glistening in the afternoon sunlight.  Does
anyone use tinsel anymore?

Whatever became of the old Christmas
mangers which public buildings always
erected on their property each year?  Built
like miniature replicas of a stable, inside
they’d have the figure of the baby Jesus lying
in swaddling clothes, Mary and Joseph by his
side, and a few barn animals nearby. They
used to be everywhere, a visual reminder of
the true meaning of Christmas.  Where are
they now?  What became of those old man-
gers?

Why don’t we hear the traditional Christ-
mas songs, like “Joy To The World,” “Oh,
Come All Ye Faithful,” and “Silent Night,”
played much on the radio anymore?  There
was a time when one beautiful Christmas
Carol after another filled the airwaves.  How
in the world did they get replaced by songs
like, “Grandma Got Run Over By A Rein-
deer”?

Why are more and more people saying,
“Happy Holidays,” instead of “Merry Christ-
mas”?  Why are card companies also using
that greeting, along with “Season’s Greet-
ings,” making Christmas, somehow, seem

generic?  Why, too, is “Christ” being re-
moved from the word, “Christmas,” replaced
by “Xmas,” instead?  Will Christmas trees
soon be sold as “Trees of the Season?”  When
did this all start happening, and why did we let
it happen?

Why is Santa Claus leaving more pre-
sents for kids on Christmas morning, nowa-
days, than he did when we were young?   He
used to leave us just a few gifts under the tree,
and we had to be happy that he even remem-
bered us at all.  Are children more deserving
than we were years ago?  How does he fit all
those gifts inside of that little bag of his,
anyway?  I had asked that question as a child,
and still don’t know the answer.

Where did those fake, white Christmas
trees go that were so popular in the ‘60s?
Remember how the tree came with an electric
color wheel?  When turned on, the white tree
would become a red one, then a blue one, then
a green one, then a pink one, rotating colors
over and over and over again.  They even
came with an invisible bird, singing some-
where inside the tree.  I don’t know what
became of all the others, I only know what
happened to ours.  When my father said,
“Don’t ever put that ugly thing up in here
again,” it was put into the back of the garbage
truck and taken to the dump.  Does anyone
know where all the others have gone?

Bob Dylan was right when he sang the
words, “the times they are a changing.”  So
many changes have taken place through the
years, often without us even noticing them
when they did.  There’s one change, though,
that never seems to come, no matter how long
the world has been praying for it.  Does
anyone think there ever will finally be “Peace
on Earth?”

To our Jewish brothers and sisters, I wish
you all a Happy Hanukah.  To those of a
different belief, I wish you all Happy Holi-
days.  To everyone else, I think the words
spoken by Tiny Tim in a “Christmas Carol”
expressed it best:  MERRY CHRISTMAS,
EVERYONE!!

(Elaine Scott may be contacted at
siteseein526@aol.com.)

Janet Simeone, of the Friends of the Dowell Library, giving Theresa Castillo, of Hazlet a
check for $472.00 for winning the Friends’ 50/50 drawing.



South Amboy-Sayreville Times December 17, 2005   9



10   December 17, 2005 South Amboy-Sayreville Times

732-721-9093

732-721-0137

• Money Orders
• All Utility Bills

"Serving The Community Over 100 Years"

For All Your Health Care Needs

Peterson Pharmacy

Now accepting payments for gas, electric, cable & others

• Film Developing
• Greeting Cards

• Money Grams
• Fax

• Medical/Surgical Supplies

FREE Delivery for Senior Citizens
132 North Broadway

South Amboy, NJ 08879

J.J. Harrigan & Co. Inc
Realtors

980 ROUTE 9, SAYREVILLE, NJ
Mailing Address:  PO Box 37, South Amboy, NJ 08879

Bus: 732-721-7500 Res: 732-721-6743
Voice Mail: Ext. 12 Fax: 732-721-4095

PATRICK J. ROCK, JR.
Real Estate Sales Representative

OIL TANKOIL TANK
REMOVERSREMOVERS

• TANK REMOVAL • INSTALLATION

• TANK TESTING • SANDFILL

• ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES

ADVANCED
SITE
IMPROVEMENTASI

(732)

566-0281

Fishing Flashes
By Teo “Weebles” Weber

Salt Water
Bay fishing for Stripers is slow at our

local beaches. I saw a few Bass caught at
Cliffwood Beach when the weather let up
and you could fish but its not as good as last
year.  I tried drifting worms under the Oce-
anic and Highland bridges recently but the
best I could do was one miss. I talked to
another fisherman working the same areas
that day and he only had one fish.  Your best
bet is to jig fish from a party boat out on the
ocean, as that action is very good at times
with a few Bluefish mixed in. They will be
gone soon with the cold weather. Surf fish-
ing at Island Beach and LBI with clams is
producing some good action at times for
Blues and Bass some have been caught on
plugs.  Black fishing has gotten much better
with catches up to 9lbs from Party Boats
using crabs for bait.  Some big Porgies and
Ling has been mixed into the catch.  The
Blackfish bag limit is now 8 per man on the
Party Boats until January 1st. Expect Mack-
erel to arrive around Christmas time.
Fresh Water

My Wife and I tried the Pequest River
again in mid November catching 8 Trout.
Most of them were small Rainbows and we
ended up releasing them. We only kept two
with the largest a Brown about a foot long,
which was caught on a small plug.  I lost one,
which was a little bit bigger. At Round
Valley Reservoir Trout action by the 2-boat
ramps is picking up.  Some are being caught
now, but it should really pick up by mid
December.

Obituaries
Biel, Walter R., 69, of South Amboy

died on Dec. 3.
Bucelis, John “Pop,” 81, of South

Amboy died on Nov. 12.
Cerrachio, Anthony, 77, of Parlin died

on Nov. 23.
Conlon, George P., 91, of South Amboy

died on Nov. 23.
DeBlis, Richard, 59, of South Amboy

died Dec. 14.
Donohue, Charles T., 62, of Sayreville

died on Nov. 26.
Fischer, Dorothy R., 85, of Parlin died

on Dec. 1.
Hardy, Margaret “Peggy,” 49, of Mor-

gan died on Dec. 6.
Harper, Dorothy Falk, 80, formerly of

Parlin died on Nov. 20.
Howarth, Marie E., 81, of Sayreville

died on Dec. 2.
Insley, Mary Alberta “Madie” Connors,

103, formerly of South Amboy died on Nov. 6.
Karbowski, Helen, 81, of Sayreville

died on Nov. 27.
Kosakowski, Stella, 90, of Sayreville

died on Nov. 13.
Kuberski, Thomas, 87, of Sayreville

died on Nov. 16.
Lawnik, Linda B. Suydam, 54, of

Sayreville died on Nov. 30.
Loy, Robert J., 44, of Morgan died on

Nov. 29.
Moran, James J.,37, of South Amboy

died on Dec. 12.
Newmark, Bernard “Bernie,” 88, of

South Amboy died on Nov. 16.
Newquist, Bert, 92, of South Amboy

died on Nov. 20.
Nowicki, Carol Malinowski, 57, of

South Amboy died on Nov. 11.
Pittel, Joseph A., 83, of South Amboy

died on Nov. 23.
Quinlan, Eugenia Golembiewski

“Jerry,” 91, of South Amboy died on Nov.
28.

Richards, Margarette, 82, of South
Amboy died on Nov. 13.

Robe, Joseph P., 62, of Parlin died on
Dec. 7.

Smith, Fanny Carbone, 85, of South
Amboy died on Nov. 14.

Starek, Walter, 72, of Parlin died on
Nov. 11.

Stonbely, Bob, 59, of Sayreville died
on Nov. 14.

Switzer, Alice M., 69, of Morgan died
on Nov. 11.

Thomson, Elizabeth, 55, of South
Amboy died on Dec. 4.

Vattelana, Benito E., 73, of South
Amboy died on Nov. 20.

Wojtaszek, Frank R., 74, of South
Amboy died on Nov. 29.

Zaremba, Donald, 69, formerly of South
Amboy died on Dec. 7.

Zdanowicz, Zofia “Sophie,” 88, of
South Amboy died on Nov. 16.
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Does Santa Have Back Pain?
Santa Claus may be able to travel around

the world in a single night, but when it
comes to his health, he’s no Superman.  That
bowl full of jelly, a diet rich in fatty cookies
and a lack of regular exercise all put Santa at
risk for back pain.

Santa is a perfect candidate for back
problems-he’s overweight.  The same holds
true for us mortals.  Sometimes the cause of
your back problems is not your back, but
your front: your “spare tire” may be the
cause of your aching back.  And the solution
to your back problem may not involve a pill
or surgery.

Your spine is the central support of
your entire skeletal system.  It is designed
for strength to support your body weight and
flexibility to allow movement.  When
healthy, your spine is S shaped with 3 natu-
ral curves.  When these curves are in bal-
ance, your body weight is evenly distrib-
uted.  To maintain this alignment, you need
to have strong and flexible muscles in your
back, legs and abdomen.  The abdominal
muscles are especially important in support-
ing the spine.

A potbelly changes the curvature of the
back.  The stomach pulls the backbone for-
ward, stressing muscles and ligaments and
putting pressure on discs.  If you have 10
extra pounds on your abdomen, you are
putting an additional 100 pound strain on
your back.  This additional strain occurs
because the lower part of your spine is not
receiving adequate support from your weak-
ened abdominal muscles.  Your back muscles
try to maintain the proper spinal balance, but
after end up strained or sprained.

Although excess weight does not cause
back problems, you can do something about
it.  Follow a diet and exercise program to
maintain a healthy weight and strengthen
your muscles.  Develop healthy eating hab-
its that work for you.  And make exercise,
diet and proper spinal hygiene an important
part of your day.

McKeon, Burkard
On NY Radio

Authors Jack McKeon and Tom Burkard
were special guests recently on New York
radio station WRTN 93.5 FM.  McKeon, a
baseball legend, who wrote “I’m Just Get-
ting Started,” and Burkard, owner/publisher
of The South Amboy-Sayreville Times
newspaper, and author of “Jack McKeon:
Baseball, Cigars and St. Theresa,” were
featured on a three-way interview/confer-
ence call, as McKeon, called in from his
home in North Carolina, and Burkard from
South Amboy.

The show, “Real Talk” with Jim Lisa
and Co-Host, Dr. Dan Miller was informa-
tive and fun-filled for everyone, as McKeon
and Burkard discussed their books, current
major league baseball, and much more.

McKeon, as always praised his boy-
hood hero, the great Allie Clark of South
Amboy for inspiring him and other young-
sters, such as John and Eddie O’Brien in
their quest to make the major leagues.  He
also commented that, “If there is anything at
all that you want to know about me, it’s all
in Tom Burkard’s book, so I hope you go out
and buy one.”

Jack said that his Top 3 moments in his
outstanding baseball career of 50 plus years
were: His first major league manager’s job
with Kansas City; Being San Diego’s Gen-
eral Manager, and helping to build the club
into the 1984 NL Champions; Managing the
Florida Marlins to the 2003 World Series
Championship over the highly-favored New
York Yankees.
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ALL BREED GROOMING

149 NO. BROADWAY
SOUTH AMBOY, NJ 08879

732-525-1172

Old TV
Commercials/
Jingles

By Ed Puchalski
*When pain has you in its grip, break

the grip with Ben-Gay.  (Ben-Gay pain
relieving ointment) *Hershey, the great
American chocolate bar.  (Hershey choco-
late) *For virtually spotless dishes, nothing
can beat Cascade.  (Cascade automatic dish-
washer liquid) *A sandwich is a sandwich,
but a Manwich is a meal.  (Hunt’s Manwich
sandwich sauce) *Give mother a break to-
night.  Treat her to dinner at Horn & Hardarts
nearest you.  (Horn & Hardart’s Automats)

A Chance To Win
Scholarships

Raritan Bay FCU is offering local high
school students a chance to win a scholar-
ship to help finance their education. Raritan
Bay FCU is participating in a statewide
credit union scholarship program that will
offer Raritan Bay FCU’s members the chance
to win one of many scholarships, each worth
up to $1,000.

To be eligible, students must be high
school seniors and members in good stand-
ing with Raritan Bay FCU. Students will
compete against other members in good
standing of NJCUL-affiliated credit unions.
Applications will be judged upon the stu-
dents’ academic performance, extracurricu-
lar and community activities, essay ques-
tions and teacher references.

If you or your child is a high school
senior, but not currently a member of Raritan
Bay FCU, call today for a member applica-
tion and a chance to win a scholarship, up to
$1,000. The deadline to apply is February
27, 2006.

Raritan Bay Federal Credit Union is a
non-profit, community chartered financial
institution that serves everyone who lives,
works, worships, or attends school in
Middlesex County. Raritan Bay Federal
Credit Union was chartered in 1941, and is
owned and operated by its members.

Parking Space
By William Pratt
Although it’s small
Too close a fit
You set your jaw
And try for it.
You wriggle forth
You wiggle back
Again you shift
Again attack.
At last, fatigued
You win the bout
And then the car
Behind moves out.

The Most Special
Day Of The Year

By Ed Szatkowski
Is there anything else that a child would
rather see
Than decorations upon a Christmas tree?
With lights and garland and toys all about
Did you ever see another sight that can make
a child,
Jump and shout with such glee
Than presents all around beneath the Christ-
mas tree.
A year full of wishes, hopes and a prayer
To have family and friends once again to-
gether so near
As carols and merriment fill the air.
Our hearts exude to all good will and cheer
Seems that there’s not another holiday that
can compare
To this one special day of the year.
Fond memories and peace and love to all
If not for the Savior and Santa too
Christmas would be just another day of the
year
For me and for you.
Reflect a little upon your Christmas pasts
Remember when you jumped for joy as a
little lass
Help keep the traditions and memories alive.
So that one day our children’s children may
reminisce
And spread the word to their children
The stories of their Christmas pasts.
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Students Raise $5,800 For AIDS

By Tom Burkard
Back in August, Cardinal McCarrick

HS teacher, Michelle Brielmeier was look-
ing for a service project for the science
students, and scanned the internet for wor-
thy fundraisers.  When she came across
“Angel Wish,” she knew that this was what
she was looking for, and a truly needy cause.

“Angel Wish” benefits children across
the world who have the dreaded HIV AIDS.
Care centers are set up throughout hospitals
in the U.S., and they grant wishes to these
children, such as birthday and Christmas, or
to make a donation to help with other wishes
throughout the world, whether it be medi-
cine or education.

The McCarrick students, freshmen
through seniors, were under the guidance of
four science teachers, Brielmeier, Sister M.
Benedicta, F.S.G.M., Sr. M. Raphaele,
F.S.G.M., and Tina Lambiase.

Funds were raised through competition
in the classrooms.  “They were asked to raise
money, and they got creative,” said
Brielmeier.  “They went canning door-to-
door in South Amboy, and canned by Broad-
way Bagle and Dunkin’ Donuts.  Some
worked in their parish, others raked leaves,
baby sat, worked chores, and others went

out into the community to educate people on
what they were doing, and asking if they
could help them out,” she stated.

What’s even more remarkable about
these good-hearted and generous students is
that some of them even donated their full
paychecks for an entire week, so a child with
AIDS could have their wish.

The students made Christmas cards for
the unfortunate children, than went to Toys
‘R’ Us to select gifts to send to them.  They
participated in the store’s “Giving Spree,”
which is where they selected toys, and the
store packed and shipped them along with
the special homemade Christmas cards.

The energy and enthusiasm for helping
the needy of the world was a shining ex-
ample of

the caring and compassion of the Cardi-
nal McCarrick HS students.  Their hard
work and efforts brought in an unbelievable
$5,800 in only 13 days!  Congratulations to
all the students, Ms. Brielmeier, and the
other science teachers who participated in
this wonderful act of giving!

For those who want to learn more about
“Angel Wish,” go to its website at:
www.angelwish.org.

St. Mary Elementary School Honor Roll
High Honors

Alexander Banoczi, Ciara Kaiser, David
Belenski, Alisha Sharma, Nicholas Biesiada,
Shayna O’Connor, Megan O’Donnell, and
Mathew Dembowski.
Second Honors

Jeremiah Crowley, Kyle O’Connor,

Kelly O’Donnell, Maria Armato-Barone,
Anthony Cantinieri, Nicole Killmer, Kevin
Wiater, Elizabeth Farrell, Melissa Kurtz,
Riley O’Brien, Christopher Stajek, Ashley
Audet, Anna Kemble, Margaret Santapaga,
and Christopher Natale.

NOVENA TO ST. ANTHONY
Oh Holy St. Anthony, gentlest of Saints,  your love

for God and charity for his creatures made you worthy
when on earth to possess miraculous powers.  Miracles
waited on your word, which you were ready to speak
for those in trouble or anxiety.  (Make request).  The
answer to my prayer may require a miracle.  O gentle
and loving St. Anthony whose heart was ever full of
human sympathy, whisper my petition into the ears of
the sweet infant Jesus who loved to be folded in your
arms and the gratitude of my heart will be yours.  This
novena has never been known to fail.  Say Our Father,
Hail Mary and Glory Be. -M.M.-

NOVENA TO ST. ANTHONY
Oh Holy St. Anthony, gentlest of Saints,  your love

for God and charity for his creatures made you worthy
when on earth to possess miraculous powers.  Miracles
waited on your word, which you were ready to speak
for those in trouble or anxiety.  (Make request).  The
answer to my prayer may require a miracle.  O gentle
and loving St. Anthony whose heart was ever full of
human sympathy, whisper my petition into the ears of
the sweet infant Jesus who loved to be folded in your
arms and the gratitude of my heart will be yours.  This
novena has never been known to fail.  Say Our Father,
Hail Mary and Glory Be. -M.M.-

Cardinal McCarrick’s “Angel Wish” team raised $5800 in 13 days!  Great Job!!
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Sayreville native, Davie Gayle (c), recently performed live at J. O’Neill’s Pub in Sayreville.
The house was packed, as she performed many songs from her great new album, “Amber
In The Clay,” and other favorites.  Accompanying the very talented Davie on guitars and
vocals were her sisters, Pat Daly (l) and Midge Painchaud (r).  (Photo By Tom Burkard)

The Grinch joins Brian Setzer on stage during The Brian Setzer Orchestra’s recent
performance at the Count Basie Theatre in Red Bank. (Photo by Brian Stratton)

#1 Pop Hits On Dec.
17
1994-Here Comes The Hotstepper-Ini
Kamoze
1985-Broken Wings-Mr. Mister
1972-Me And Mrs. Jones-Billy Paul
1969-Na Na Hey Hey Kiss Him Goodbye-
Steam
1952-Glow Worm
1940-There I Go
1937-Once In Awhile

#1 Country Hits On
Dec. 17
1995-Tall, Tall Tree-Alan Jackson
1988-A Tender Lie-Restless Heart
1977-Here You Come Again-Dolly Parton
1966-Somebody Like Me-Eddy Arnold
1955-Sixteen Tons-Tennessee Ernie Ford
1949-Mule Train-Tennessee Ernie Ford

Boogie Woogie Christmas
By Brian Stratton

December was here, holiday decora-
tions going up and I was worried that the
bustle of everyday life would somehow pre-
vent me from getting into the spirit of the
season.  Well on December 4th my holiday
season got a jump start by The Brian Setzer
Orchestra (BSO).  BSO performed to a sold
out audience at the beautiful and comfort-
able Count Basie Theatre in Red Bank.

The Slaptones a rock-a-billy band from
Sweden opened up the show.  The band
consists of the Bondeson sisters, Greta (gui-
tar/vocals), Sunniva (guitar/vocals) and
Stella (bass/vocals). On drums, vocals and
harmonica is their father Jan Ake Bondeson.
A mix of original songs and cover tunes
from Tobacco Road to an acoustic three part
harmony version of Elvis’ “Daddy Don’t
Cry” had the audience cheering after each
song.

BSO took the stage and had the crowd
jumping from the start with their opening
song “Dig That Crazy Santa Claus” and
continued rocking with “This Cat’s On A
Hot Tin Roof”.   A few songs later Brian did
a magnificent rendition of “My Favorite
Things” on his Gretsch guitar.  His style of
rock-a-billy combined with the backing of a
big band is just incredible.

Next up it was polka time!!!  The 60’s
instrumental hit “Pipeline” was performed
by Brian with the trombone section.  I could
see that some of the audience was longing to
get up and do the polka around the theatre.

One of Brian’s biggest hits while with
the Stray Cats was “Stray Cat Strut”.  Brian
did a great rendition of the song and com-
bined it with a holiday favorite “You’re a
Mean One Mr. Grinch”.  He was also joined
on stage by the Grinch himself wailing on
his own Gretsch guitar.

Mid way through the show the orches-
tra got a bit of a break while Brian along with
Johnny Hatton on upright bass and Bernie

Dresel on drums performed as a trio.  They
started with Chuck Berry’s “Run, Run,
Rudolf” and then went into some great rock-
a-billy songs that included “Peroxide
Blonde”, “Fishnet Stockings’ and “Rock
This Town” which ended with the orchestra
back on stage and just about everyone in the
theatre on their feet making their way down
to the stage.

Most performers would have called it
quits at this point but Brian and BSO were
long from finished.

An incredible rendition of the “The
Nutcracker Suite” was followed by “Gettin’
In The Mood” (for Christmas) and had the
crowd wanting at least one more.  The last
song of the evening was Brian’s holiday
classic version of “Jingle Bells” that was
featured in the movie “Jingle All The Way”
which starred Arnold Schwarzenegger.

Brian and BSO have been appearing in
New Jersey during the Holiday Season for  a
few years now.  If you have the chance to
catch them live someday it will be an expe-
rience you won’t soon forget.

For more information on Brian Setzer
and a complete set list as well as some of my
photos from this show go to Brian’s Official
Website www.BrianSetzer.com.

Also, be sure to checkout the site for the
Count Basie Theatre www.countbasietheatre.org
for their upcoming shows.

New Music
By Phil Rainone

R&R Music DJ’s 732-316-9447
Santa’s Greatest Hits (Hip-O Records)
Most of these 14 songs you probably

know by heart, Bobby Helm’s “Jingle Bell
Rock,” or sing to yourself as a guilty plea-
sure, The Chipmunks’ Christmas “Don’t Be
Late,” or Burl Ives’ “Holly Jolly Christ-
mas.”  There are also some really cool clas-
sics like Earth Kitt’s “Santa Baby,” or Ella
Fitzgerald’s “Sleigh Ride.”  Both are
swingin’, rockin’ tunes.  Bing Crosby closes
the disc with the traditional “White Christ-
mas,” stunning as always!  Have a cool
Yule!

The Concert for Bangladesh- George
Harrison and Friends- CD & DVD  (Apple/
Capitol)

Addressing the crowd at Madison
Square Garden on August 1, 1971 Ravi
Shankar said, “ . . . We are trying to set the
music to this historical program, which is
not just a program as usual, but which has a
message.  This is to just make you aware of
a very serious situation that is happening- a
cyclone has recently killed 300,000 people
in Bangladesh, India.  We are not trying to
make any politics, we are artists, but through
our music we would like you to feel the
agony, and also the pain in Bangladesh . . .”
Then, on a lighter note, after receiving a
huge applause for just running up, Shankar
opens the first superstar benefit concert,
which served as a model for Live Aid, Live
8, and every other superstar benefit concert
for the last 3 decades.  Featuring Ringo
Starr, Clapton- mesmerizing, dueling gui-
tars between Eric & George on My Sweet
Lord & While My Guitar Gently Weeps-
Leon Russell- his electrifying medley of
Jumpin’ Jack Flash/Young Blood, blew the
roof off the Garden- Dylan- stung the audi-
ence with stark versions including- with
George, Ringo, & Leon- A Hard Rain’s A-
Gonna Fall, Love Minus Zero (added to this
new release), & Blowin’ in the Wind- “How
many times can a man turn his head/Pre-
tending that he just doesn’t see . . .”-he
galvanized the audience, and the fund raiser
with 2 simple lines.  The all-star lineup also
included members of Badfinger & Derek &
the Dominos.  Closing the show with Some-
thing & Bangladesh, the benefit m

Rock Stars Early
Jobs

Paula Abdul-waitress; Pat Benatar-bank
teller; Chuck Berry-hairdresser; Jon Bon
Jovi-recording studio assistant; David
Bowie-art teacher; Jackson Browne-kalei-
doscope assembler; Belinda Carlisle-gas
station attendant; Chubby Checker-chicken
plucker; Joe Cocker-plumber; Elvis
Costello-computer programmer; Roger
Daltrey-sheet metal worker; Bo Diddley-
construction worker; Peter Gabriel-travel
agent; Bob Geldof-meat packer; David
Gilmour-model; Daryl Hall-apple picker;
Deborah Harry-beautician; Chrissie Hynde-
waitress; Chris Isaak-tour guide in Japan;
Mick Jagger-ice cream vendor; Cyndi
Lauper-racehorse walker; Annie Lennox-
waitress; Madonna-lifeguard; George
Michael-movie usher; Keith Moon-plaster
salesman; Vince Neill-electrician; Stevie
Nicks-Bob’s Big Boy hostess; Elvis Presley-
truck driver; Lou Reed-accountant’s assis-
tant; Keith Richards-ball boy at a tennis
court; Gene Simmons-schoolteacher; Sting-
schoolteacher; Tina Turner-maid; Tom
Waits-vacuum cleaner salesman.
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School Sports
By Tom Burkard

Back row (l-r) Coach Twomey, Paul Conlon, Frank Taylor, Matt Boehler, Mike Costello, Tom
Costello, Mike Borusso, Eric Weiler, Christian Geant.  Middle row (l-r) Tyler Raba, Brian
Anderson, John Delduca, Sean Williams, Ryan Lange, Rob Geant, Matt Wiater.  Front row
(l-r) Bob Clayton, Delfin Balil. (Photo by Brian Stratton)

Young Eagle Runners Impressive
The 2005 Cardinal McCarrick Boys

Cross Country team ended its season with a
victory over St. Peter’s and finished with a
respective (6-5) record.

Some of the key wins came against
Woodbridge, Carteret, Highland Park and
Middlesex.  For the third season in a row, the
#1 runner was senior Mike Costello.  This
marks the first time since 1979-81 (Chris
Hedlund) that a runner was number one for
3 consecutive years.

This year’s team was one of the young-
est in school history.  Only 3 of the 14
runners were juniors or seniors.  The re-
mainder of the Top 5 runners were: #2 Matt
Wiater (sophomore), #3 Rob Geant (sopho-
more), #4 Sean Williams (sophomore) #5
Matt Boehler (senior).

Coach Ed Twomey, who now has 162
career victories, looks forward to next year’s
team continuing the programs’ history of
success.  Congratulations!

Boys Bowling
Cardinal McCarrick (1-0  Joe Halmi

and Eric Poltrictzky look like the top
bowlers.

South Amboy (1-2) Joe Bloodgood and
Eric Oppenheimer top the Guvs so far.

Girls Bowling
South Amboy (1-1) Shannon Cohoon

and Lynn Bloodgood are the leading bowlers
for the Lady Guvs.

Cardinal McCarrick (0-1) Kelly
Johnson looks like the Lady Eagles’ top
bowler this year.

Bombers Lose
Thriller

The Sayreville Bombers fine football
squad dropped a heart-breaking Group IV
state tourney game to Howell, 32-31 in
overtime.  Rashiem Clarke was superb in the
defeat, as he turned in touchdown runs of 12,
3 and 2 yards, while rushing for 131 yards in
23 attempts.  Michael Knight scored on a 5-
yard TD run, and Billy Woods booted a 34-
yard field goal for the Blue & Gray.
Sayreville finished at a fine (7-3) for 2005.

McQuade Stars For
Ahr

Freshman Ashley McQuade of
Sayreville, was one of the top performers on
Bishop Ahr’s state championship gymnas-
tics team.  McQuade averaged above a 9.0
on all events, and should have an outstand-
ing high school career ahead for the next
three years.  Coach Brant Lutska has high
expectations for Ashley and the rest of his
talented team.  Congratulations, Ashley!

All-Area Field
Hockey

It was a great season for Sayreville’s
Field Hockey club, as it finished with the top
regular season record in the GMC, and was
runner-up in the GMCT, ending with a fine
record of (14-5-1).  Home News Tribune
selected the following Sayreville Field
Hockey stars to its All-Area teams:  1st
Team-Simone Saxon, Erica Latz, Megan
Mazur; 2nd Team-Lorianne Miklaszewski;
3rd Team-Marta Domanska, Priscilla Senya;
Honorable Mention-Christine Beckhusen,
Alexa Baldasare.

Latz and Mazur also made 1st Team
All-Middlesex in The Star Ledger.  Con-
gratulations!

Wojcik Wins MVP
Ramapo College men’s basketball team,

led by former Sayreville High School star,
John Wojcik captured The Roadrunner Tip-
Off Tournament championship, 72-55 over
FDU-Florham.  Wojcik, the tourney’s MVP,
scored all 12 of his points in the first half,
connecting on 3-6 from the 3-point range, to
help the Roadrunners race to a 35-19 half-
time lead.

Ramapo Coach McBreen said, “John
has a tremendous work ethic and shoots the
ball extremely well.  He has a great under-
standing of his role, and of the game itself.
He will provide instant offense and energy
off the bench.  John reminds me of Steve
Nash of the Phoenix Suns.”

Wojcik is averaging 10.5 points per
game (3rd highest on team) for the Roadru-
nners (3-1).  Congratulations, John, we’re
proud of you!

Eagles All-Time
Scoring Leaders

Compiled By Ed Twomey
The St. Mary’s/Cardinal McCarrick

Eagles boys basketball All-Time leading
scorers are:

1.George Krzyzanowski 1,592 2.Kevin
Oliveri 1,078 3.Kevin Burns 1,052 4.Rob
Zaleski 1,022 5.Dan Blaha 1,008 6.Dan
Kudelka 925 7.Nick Sas 917 8.Tom Rizzo
914 9.Joe Byrne 906 10.Joe Kolakowski
884 11.Tom Boychuk 878 12.Jerry Gorczyca
871 13.Jack Kreiger 847 14.Jay Derent 812
15.Rick Ragula 807 16.Leo Cannon 787
17.Donnie Reid 777 18.Jim McCloud 763
19.Luke Lenahan 748 20.Ed McCabe 746
21.Mark Clark 734 22.Bill Wagner 727
23.Joe Jankowski 724 24.Bob “Don” “Pep”
Bennett 710 25.Jim Byrne 26.Mark Bratus
701 27.Ross Hull 701.

*Note-Eagles’ junior, Vincente Rosario
is hovering around 700 points, and has two
full seasons remaining.  If he stays healthy,
he should end up very close to the #1 spot,
which has been held for 34 years by the
legendary George Krzyzanowski.

Hoyt  To Be
Honored

The New Jersey Sportswriters Associa-
tion will honor Notre Dame defensive cap-
tain and linebacker, Brandon Hoyte, as “Col-
lege Football Player of the Year,” at its 70th
Anniversary Banquet on Sunday, Jan. 29 at
11:30 a.m. at the Pines Manor in Edison.

Hoyte, a former Sayreville High School
star was a finalist for two national awards for
his football talent, academics and commu-
nity involvement: The Ron Lott Award, and
The Wueffer Award.

Hoyte leads the “Fighting Irish” de-
fense in tackles with 82 and is closing in on
the 200 mark in his career.

Tickets are $50 each, and $500 for a
table of 10.  Checks can be made out to The
New Jersey Sportswriters Association, PO
Box 200, Metuchen, NJ 08840.  For more
details, call 1-877-257-0798.

Two Chosen To All-
GMC

Sayreville’s Erica Latz and Megan
Mazur were voted to the All-GMC Field
Hockey team by the coaches.  Way to go!

The South Amboy Lady Governor’s Cross Country Team advanced to the State Tournament
this year, it was a great experience for the girls.  Pictured (l-r) Lauren Drennen, Alli Anderson,
Kelsey Anderson, Caitlyn Winkler, Myra Dabkowski, Brittany Harkins and Brianna Septre.
Great Job Girls!!
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LOCAL SPORTS MEMORY MACHINE
By Tom Burkard

From The Sports Archives. . . Glory Days In
Local Sports

1951-Pictured is the Pennsylvania Railroad men’s basketball team that competed in the
South Amboy Men’s Basketball League.  Top row (l-r) Manager Charles Dean, John Norek,
Elton Selover, Harry Breevort, Fred Henry.  Bottom row (l-r) George Selover, Tony Bottitta,
Ralph Davis (YMCA Secretary), Cliff Voorhees, Russ Newcomb.  (Photo courtesy of George
Selover)

T.H.E.
Game

By Tom Burkard

1936-St. Mary’s basketball
team beat Regis (NY), 38-31.
Woodrow “Woody” McCarthy
fired in 17 points, and Joe Bulman

13 for the winners. . .1949-
Hoffman’s hoop team ham-
mered New Brunswick Vo-

Tech, 49-26.  John Kovaleski paved the way
with 15 points, followed by Charlie Koerner
12 and Ed O’Connor’s 11 markers. . . 1951-
St. Mary’s talented hoopsters ripped Rutgers
Prep, 61-49.  Luke Lenahan took scoring
laurels with 19 points, followed by Frank
O’Brien 16, and Jerry O’Brien 14 markers.
. .1962-St. Mary’s senior, Tom Farrell set a
single-game rebound record for the Eagles
by ripping 25 bounds, and also scored 21
points, as SM stopped St. Peter’s in double
OT, 75-70.  Jack Kreiger was high scorer
with 22 tallies. . .1979-Sayreville thrashed
JP Stevens, 65-29 in hoops play.  Ralph
Novak popped in 18 points and ripped 18
rebounds, while Jeff Kabat scored 14 points
and Tom Lakomski 12. . 1981-Hoffman
topped East Brunswick Vo-Tech, 56-49 in
basketball.  Bob Aucone was the big scorer
with 21 points, followed by Tom Mulligan
and Ron Brown who scored 11 points apiece.
South Amboy resident, Ron Morgan topped
Tech with 16 points. . . 1996-Sayreville’s
unbeaten football team ran its record to (7-
0) by blasting South Brunswick, 35-14.  Omar
Joseph broke loose for 3 touchdown runs of
4, 22, and 9 yards, while John Nuber had TD
runs of 14 and 9 yards.  Joseph and Nuber
combined for 247 of the Bombers’ 292
rushing yards. . 2000-Sayreville girls track
suffered its first defeat of the season at the
hands of unbeaten Monroe, 69-53.  Toni
Beninato won the 400 H, and High Jump,
Kristen Hubela took the Long Jump, and
Claire Inskeep won the Shot Put. . .

Sport-Basketball
Year-1988
Teams-Hoffman vs. undefeated St.

Peter’s in the GMCT championship game.
Recap-With Krissy and Jenny

Kuziemski dominating the boards with 10
and 8 rebounds respectively, and Lisa Smith,
all over the court playing superb defense,
passing and scoring 20 points, Coach Reggie
Carney’s Lady Guvs captured their 3rd
straight GMCT, 45-38.

MVP-Lisa Smith

Pop Warner
Football
35 Years Ago. . .

1970-Coach Bob Eppinger’s South
Amboy Sabres Pee Wees team lost a 12-6
heartbreaker to the Fords Bearcats in the
league championship game.  The SA squad,
the National League champions, suffered its
first loss of the season, despite a 49-yd. TD
run by Ron Stillwagon on a right end sweep.
40 Years Ago. . .

1965-Coach Luke Lenahan’s last team
at St. Mary’s finished (9-8).  Guard Tom
Triggs led the scoring parade with 226 points
(13.3 avg.).  He was followed by Tom
Zalewski 196 (11.5), Ed Suchciki 157 (10.5),
Fran Fitzmorris 157 (9.2), and John Quigley
115 (8.8). . .

A Look Back At
1954. . .

Local basketball teams had plenty of
talent.  6-1 Jerry Gorczyca of St. Mary’s and
6-5 Stan Kojkowski of Sayreville were the
two tallest boys selected to the Perth Amboy
Evening News’ All-County 1st Team.
Kojkowski topped the county in points scored
(384), while averaging (19.2).  Gorczyca
finished with the top scoring average in
Middlesex County (20.4), and scored 346
points.

St. Mary’s, which finished (10-7) re-
ceived 243 points (14.3) from Tommy Malik,
while Smelas poured in 151 (8.9), and Adam
Lovely 125 (7.4).

Sayreville (16-4) got big years from
John Callahan 288 points (15.2), and Bobby
Shorosky 195 (9.8), and Kurczeski 194 (9.7).

Hoffman was paced by Ray “Butch”
Tomaszewski’s 326 points (19.2), Gary
Stratton 272 (16.0), Rose 168 (9.9), and
Frank Grimley 163 (9.6).

Callahan was a 2nd team selection,
while Tomaszewski and Malik made 3rd
team All-County. . .

Carlos Delgado signs his first autograph as a New York Met. (Photo by Dan Miller)

Mets New $50 Million Dollar Man has
$100 Million Dollar Heart

By Dr. Dan Miller

The New York Mets announced re-
cently that they have made a trade with the
Florida Marlins to obtain All-Star First
Baseman Carlos Delgado for $50 million
dollars for four years. Delgado is one of two
Thanksgiving presents the Mets Organiza-
tion made to the NY Mets fans.

Following the news conference intro-
ducing Carlos Delgado to the press Queens
SA Times sports reporter Dr. Dan Miller
was leaving Shea Stadium when he spotted
two young men obviously waiting to get an
autograph from a Mets player. This writer
learned that Stephen Ross,  from Brooklyn
and Tommy Reagan a resident of Whitestone,
just a few steps from Shea Stadium, were
waiting to meet the new Mets first baseman,
Carlos Delgado. Stephen  a young adult with
special needs had with him a photo album
with ten years worth of photos of Carlos
Delgado, first in a Toronto uniform and then

in  Marlins uniform. It appears that Delgado
was Stephen’s favorite player but he never
had an opportunity to meet him to take a
photo or to get his autograph.

Stephen asked this writer, Mr. Can you
get us an autograph?  I felt sorry for the two
young men and said that I would see what I
could do.

With a wing and a prayer in an effort to
help these two unfortunate young men,
whose lives have been less fortunate than
most of us I asked to speak with Jay Horwitz,
VP for Public relations to ask if the Mets
could help make the dreams for these two
young men with special needs come true.

Jay Horowitz did more than arranging
to sending out autographs for the two
youngmen.

Jay asked that Dr. Dan bring in the two
young men and he greeted them with Carlos

continued on page 24

Were You There?
Former South Amboy resident John

Phillips was the winner, as he identified
three players in the old photo that was shown
in the “Were You There?” column last month.
He said that Jimmy Smelas was dribbling
the ball, Pat Mullane was on the right, and
Bob “Rock” Stader was on the left.  He did
miss Hoffman player, Dave Inman #45,  and
also the Governor with the glasses, who no
one has guessed.  The picture was taken in
the late 1950’s during an intense City Series
contest between St. Mary’s and Hoffman
High Schools.  Congratulations, John!
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WWW.?
LETTERS

See if you know the exact name of this local
structure.  What is it?  Where is it?  If you
know, e-mail your answer to:
satimes@aol.com.  Winners will be
announced in the Jan. 21st issue of The SA
Times.  Good luck!

WWW.Winners
Last month’s WWW.? contest was

pretty easy, huh?  One entrant was very
close, but incorrect, thinking it was the old
Morgan First Aid Building on Route 35,
Morgan, “Before it burnt down,” when in
actuality it is the current Morgan First Aid
Building on Rt. 35, Morgan.

We had a dozen winners, including: W.
Tom Kross, John Mulvey, Donna Lyons,
Bernadine Santos, Joanne Niestempski,
Marie Lyons, Marie English, Elaine Zonak,
Gregg Pavlonnis, Paul H. Bouchard, Dave
Voight, Kitty Bowers.   Way to go readers!

Tom,
Thanks for the great newspaper.  We love the
nostalgia pieces, and all our friends keep up
with all the latest news around Sayreville and
South Amboy, too.  Keep up the great work!
Peace & Best Wishes,
Dennis O’Leary, Sayreville

Dear Tom,
First-Congratulations on your paper’s 14th
Anniversary!   I was recently in my “old
hometown” for my 50th Reunion of St. Mary’s
HS.  In some ways, it was good to see South
Amboy being revitalized, in others, kinda sad
to see some of the old haunts being torn down.
I used to live on No. Broadway next to the
Briggs garage which is no more.  I learned to
ride my bike down by the Jersey Central P &
L, now a ferry slip?  Is the spring still under
the railroad underpass?  I guess you can’t go
home.
Anyway, in reading your October issue, in
one of the letters to the editor, someone
mentioned an article on the “Minnie Ditch.”
Would it be possible to get that article?
Also, I would like to subscribe to the paper.
Please bill me for 1-year.
Our 50th Reunion was a blast!  Great job-Bob
Leslie, Ed Paczkowski & committee!  So
good to see everyone.  Hello to Sr. Mary
Ambrose (former) in Atlantic City.  I believe
I had her in the 4th grade.
So many fond memories!
Sincerely,
Betty (Elizabeth Lounsbury) Silvaney
(Formerly of SA), Pennsylvania

Dear Publisher,
Thank you for letting me know my subscrip-
tion was ready to expire.  (It was a gift)
I enjoy the paper so much and don’t want to
miss a copy!  Last issue had a nice picture of
“old friends” from Court Sancta Maria CDA.

Brought back many nice memories.
Keep up the good work!
Sincerely,
Helen Boychuk
(Formerly of South Amboy)

Tom,
Here is my renewal check.  I love the paper
and can’t wait for it to come every month!
Keep up the great work!
Dawn (Leonard) Micena
(Formerly of SA), North Carolina

Dear Editor,
I would like to order a year’s subscription of
your great paper for our son.  Keep up the
good work!
Thanks,
Matt Loughlin, Sayreville

Hi Tom,
Keep the issues coming!  Thanks for the
memories of my happy childhood in South
Amboy.
Best Regards, & Happy Holidays!
Dr. Tom Wronski
(Formerly of SA), Florida

Editor,
Sayreville residents can take pride in the fact
that Sayreville’s pay-to-play ordinance is one
of the most stringent in the State of New
Jersey.  In fact Common Cause of New Jersey
has endorsed our efforts against pay-to-play
politics.  Our municipal ordinance stands as a
legal shield against pay-to-play politics in
Sayreville.  The hiring process for profes-
sionals in Sayreville has been based entirely
on merit, and our community has remained
scandal free during a time when many politi-
cians have forgotten that they were elected to
serve the people, not to serve themselves.
This past Monday I voted NO to break the tie
against a proposal from Democratic Council-
man Thomas Pollando who suggested adopt-
ing a state statute that would change the
hiring process in the Borough of Sayreville.
The proposal allows applicants for Borough

professional service positions to make legal
campaign contributions as long as the hiring
process is considered “fair and open.”  Under
this plan, the State statute, if adopted, would
turn our impeccable municipal pay-to-play
ordinance into a useless scrap of paper.
The law allows the town to determine what
they believe “fair and open” means.  The
problem is that any town could go through
with the “fair and open” process as they have
designed it, and then award jobs to the largest
political contributor.  This would be tanta-
mount to turning our hiring process into a
corrupt auction where the jobs of Borough
Attorney, Engineer, Auditor, Municipal Pros-
ecutor, etc. are awarded to the highest bid-
ders.
While this proposal may be a step forward for
a Jersey City government, or some other
notoriously corrupt community where pa-
tronage and cronyism run rampant, it would
be a step backwards for a town like Sayreville,
where we aspire to better things.  Our com-
munity has risen above a New Jersey political
landscape littered with corruption, greed and
graft, and our pay-to-play ordinance has kept
professionals money out of politicians’ pock-
ets.  This proposal to gut our pay-to-play
ordinance is a leftover mechanism of corrup-
tion from a now defunct McGreevey admin-
istration that always attempted to side-step
pay-to-play reform.
There is opportunity in this proposal, how-
ever, in the noble idea of an open and fair
solicitation of professional applicants.  Al-
though the Council rejected the proposal
because of the dangers to our pay-to-play
ordinances, we see the opportunity to further
legitimize our process by following the ad-
vertising provisions.  We should find a com-
promise that will maintain our integrity as
leaders by refusing to permit donations from
professionals while still conducting a fair and
open hiring process.  Sayreville must con-
tinue to hire professionals based on ability
and merit, and never on campaign contribu-
tions or patronage.
Mayor Kennedy O’Brien, Sayreville
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Planners Meetings
For ’06

The Sayreville Senior Center Planners
announced their meeting dates for 2006.  All
meetings are held on the last Wednesday at
the Senior Center at 10 a.m.

The 2006 schedule: Jan. 25; Feb. 22;
Mar. 29; Apr. 26; May 31; June 28; Jul.&
Aug.-No scheduled meetings; Sept. 27; Oct.
18 (3rd Wed.); Nov. 29; Dec.-No scheduled
meeting.

Health Fair-Wed., Apr. 5; Senior Citi-
zen Day-Wed., May 24; Halloween Party-
Wed. Oct. 25.

Food Bank Donations: Jan.-Thursday
Club; Mar.-St. Stan’s Club; May-Leisure
Club; Jul.-AARP; Sept.-Asian-American
Club; Nov.-Tuesday Club; Jan. 2007-
Wednesday Club.

The South Amboy Housing Youth Activity Advisory Committee (SAYAAC) held a great
Christmas party at Christ Church Hall on Dec. 10 for local children.  The Committee also runs
trips and other outings in the summer, and helps improve the lives of the youngsters in South
Amboy.  Chief Advisor to the Committee, Jamie Kane, thanked all the businesses, committee
members and Mayor John T. O’Leary, “Who helped make this event possible through the
donation of food and gifts for the children, as well as Santa Claus.”
The SAYAAC is a volunteer group whose purpose is to help coordinate and provide fun and
safe activities for those children residing in housing units owned and supervised by the South
Amboy Housing Authority.
Mayor O’Leary thanked everyone for making the event a success, including Rev. Campbell,
Pastor of Christ Church for the use of the hall.  (Photo by Tom Burkard)

Enjoy The Trip
By Dennis O’Leary

Today is the only day, Now is the only hour
Give yourself a break, old friend
Let’s see who you are now
We all make mistakes
Or learning curves, let’s say
But you still have this moment
We both still have today
My soul does know the truth
That this is but a game
A play, a song, a movie show
Illusion, just the same
I think I’ll play for laughs the game
A song and dance man, me
If we don’t take it seriously
Just think how, we’ll be free
So let’s hold hands and dance, my friend
Let’s sing songs and skip
We might not be perfect, but
Let’s still enjoy the trip
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Marines League Forming
This is a notice concerning the forma-

tion of a new Marine Corps League Detach-
ment in the central Jersey area.  It will be a
very active detachment, with a very differ-
ent direction and set of goals.  The new
detachment will be looking for Marines who
are willing to be on active duty in the orga-
nization, not just to join and allow others to
do all the work.

The goals of the new detachment are as
follows:

To keep true the honor, discipline, pride,
and unity of the Marine Corps in our league,
opening our field of honor (meeting floor)
with respect, support, and dedication to all
Marines and to memorialize those who have
given their all for our country.

To support all armed forces personnel
to the best of our ability, and assist whenever
possible in giving aid to their families in
need.

To especially support wounded armed
forces personnel in our military hospitals.

To give support to our V.A. hospitals,
striving for the best possible living condi-
tions, and fulfillment of those in these insti-
tutions, to the best of our ability.

To pay final respect to those veterans at
the time of their interment and to give sup-
port and comfort at the family’s time of
need.

To allow those who choose to serve on
active duty with our Marine Corps League
to serve our country, corps, state, and com-
munity in an honorable stewardship.

All joining members will be assigned a
task(s) to perform, in a joint effort toward
these projects for the betterment of the de-
tachment.  The detachment will be relying
on ALL members to pull together as one to
accomplish the goals we have agreed to
through our membership voting.

Those not willing to be in an active unit
such as this are invited to join any of the
local Marine Corps League Detachments
and our officers will assist you in finding
such a detachment.

We do welcome all Marine Corps

League Members at Large to our meetings.
Respectively, request to attend through the
Officer of the Day at the duty desk upon
your entry in the meeting hall.

Membership cost will be explained at
the time you sign up, and all information
will be furnished to you upon approval of
your application and a date will be made for
the installation of new members.

For more information call Hank at 908
616-4100  or Fred at 732 254-2142

Commission On
Aging Meetings

The Borough of Sayreville Commis-
sion On Aging has announced its meeting
schedule for 2006. Meetings are held at the
Senior Center on the 3rd Friday at 2 p.m.

The schedule: Jan. 20; Feb. 17; Mar. 17;
Apr. 21; May 19; June 16;

Jul. & Aug.-No scheduled meetings;
Sept. 15; Oct. 20; Nov. 17; Dec.-No sched-
uled meeting.

*Health Fair-Wed., Apr. 5; Senior Citi-
zen Day-Wed., May 24; Halloween Party-
Wed., Oct. 25.

Seeking Owner of
Ring

Ron Sturgis of South Amboy has a St.
Mary’s High School ring, which his late
father Ira “Bud” Sturgis found when he was
living on Manor St. in Morgan.  “Bud”
passed the ring onto Ron’s wife, who “put it
in a safe place.”

Ron tells us that “In early October, we
found the ring again.  It’s a female ring with
what looks like the initials “TMOK” en-
graved on the inside.  It’s dated 81, so that
means the person would be celebrating their
25th year since graduation.”

The rightful owner is welcome to e-mail
Ron Sturgis at: rsturgis@adshippers.com, or
call his cell number 908-601-6511.
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Acclaimed recording artist Tom Russell (right) and lead guitarist Andrew Hardin appeared
in the Little Theater of Cardinal McCarrick High School on December 4. Russell, who makes
his home in El Paso, Texas, delighted the audience with his repertoire of songs in the
Americana style. Hardin dazzled the listeners by turning a simple six-string guitar into a
virtual orchestra. (Photo by Jerry Smith)

Hoffman Hi-Lites 2005
By Terry (Jankowski) Kelly

Alumni Profiles
Name-Sue Reszkowski, Class of 1951.

Favorite Memory-”School dances, decorat-
ing the gym, basketball games and going to
Aggie’s after games.”  Greatest Accom-
plishment-”Living as long as I have.”  What
is Sue doing these days?  “Retired, relaxing,
reading.”

Name-Connie Septor Levering, Class
of 1955.  Favorite Memory-”Too many to
remember.  Baseball games, basketball
games, dances and anything else that was
going on.”  Greatest Accomplishment-”2
children and 4 grandchildren.”  What is
Connie doing these days?  “Babysitter
extraordinaire, gardener, choir member and
avid reader.”  E-mail address:
Levering2marg@aol.com

Name-Joseph Brinamen, Class of 1965.
Favorite Memory-”I was in Chemistry class
and I asked Mr. “Z.” what is H2"zero,” Mr.
“Z.” and his response: “Brinamen, “God
give me strength!!!”  Also playing basket-
ball on the JV team and scoring 4 points in
one game, and hearing the crowd.”  Greatest
Accomplishment-”Becoming a husband and
father.  Working 35 years on the Parkway.”
What is Joe doing these days?  “Raritan
Plaza Toll Supervisor on the Garden State
Parkway.  2 children, Daniel and Joy (27 and

25), both born August 8th, 2 years apart.
Also my bride, Bonnie.”

Name-Terry Jankowski Kelly, Class of
1972.  Nickname-Tee.  Reason-short for
Theresa.  Favorite Memory-”Our gradua-
tion class trip to Canada and the bus ride
home where everyone was feeling “no pain.”
Patti Jorgensen, Joyce Bright and myself
hiding in the Library closet when we were
not allowed in the room and having Mrs.
Grenner come in and catch us, but she was
cool, she didn’t say a word to us.  Also,
Ozzie Levins being locked out on the roof of
Mr. “Z.’s” chemistry class and being marked
“absent” because no one would let him in.
Bonfires down the “extra-back” with the
horseshoe crabs, hard to believe there are
million dollar homes there now!!!”  Greatest
Accomplishment-”Speaking at a National
Conference for the Healthcare Finance Man-
agers Association in Las Vegas this past
June.  Also having articles and pictures
published in the Asbury Park Press newspa-
per.”  What is Terry doing these days?
“Work full time for Meridian Health as their
first Clinical Liaison, also became a certi-
fied Yoga Teacher, a song leader at my
church, and visiting with my mom, who still
lives in South Amboy.”  e-mail address:
teejan@att.net

The winner of this year’s decorating contest, Mechanicsville Hose Company.  Congratulations,
Great Job!!!  (Photo by Brian Stratton)
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South Amboy
Knights Support

By Steve Schmid
The modern era where stories advertise

holiday sales without mentioning Christ-
mas is disturbing to local individuals who
celebrate the birth of Jesus Christ.  Many
stores are trying to make shoppers buy holi-
day gifts, but refuse to let their employees
wish customers a Merry Christmas.  Mem-
bers of the South Amboy Knights of Colum-
bus Council 426 are upset with the secular
trend.

Grand Knight, Leo DiGuilio says, “I
don’t believe in taking Christ out of Christ-
mas.  I don’t like stores advertising Happy
Holidays.”  Council Chaplain, Rich O’Brien
agreed, “If you take Christ out of Christmas,
what’s left in the holiday to be happy about?”
Member Mike Pastrik believes its time for
the public to act.  “People should picket
stores where employees don’t say Merry
Christmas.  How stupid is this?  The world
is going down the tubes.”  Member/ PGK,
Marty Lampart says the Knights have ev-
erything covered with their North Stevens
Avenue sign saying ‘Merry Christmas,
Happy New Year, Keep Christ in Christmas
and Happy Holidays.’  Member Wayne
Castello thinks people need to remember
what Christmas stands for.  “They wouldn’t
have all this if it wasn’t for the birth of
Christ.  No question, I’m disappointed stores
don’t celebrate Merry Christmas.  They want
to be politically correct.”  Member/PGK
Rick O’Connor says his family knows what
the season is.  “It’s Christmas.  It’s always
going to be Christmas.  In my house we
celebrate Christmas.”

Mets New $50
Million Dollar Man

continued from page 18
Delgado, Mets manager, Willie Randolph,
Mets owner, Jeff Wilpon and Delgado’s
agent, David Sloane.

Delgado greeted the two young men
and gravitated towards Stephen Ross with a
big smile worth more than the $50 million
the Mets are going to pay him to smash
baseballs out of Shea Stadium. The $50
million dollar ballplayer gave this young
man, with special needs, a part of his $100
million dollar heart. Carlos spoke with
Stephen and his friend Tommy, signed auto-
graphs and posed for photos.  Dr. Dan Miller,
freelance sports reporter, was the only sports-
writer on hand to document this momentous
meeting. We have exclusive photos Carlos
Delgado signing his first autographs as a
New York Met.

This paper wishes to congratulate Jay
Horwitz and the Mets organization for your
generous jesture during his holiday season
for two less fortunate individuals.

Congratulations to Dr. Dan for thinking
about the two young men waiting outside
Shea Stadium for an autograph of the then
newest player on the Mets team. Dan did the
right thing and Jay Horwitz did the right
thing, And Carlos Delgado did the right
thing. Thus Carlos Delgado actually hit his
first homerun without a pitch ever being
thrown.

One day after introducing Carlos
Delgado to the NY Media they signed pre-
mier relief pitcher Billy Wagner  following
a medical which Billy passed with flying
colors. Jay Horowitz, Mets Vice president
for Public Relations credited longtime Co-
rona Queens resident, James Plummer, Mets
Vice President for Corporate Relations with
helping make the difference for Billy Wagner
to choose the Mets over all other teams
interested in signing the best closer in base-
ball. James Plummer a close friends with
Queens times Publisher Jim Lisa should be
commended for his effort to help the Mets
organization build the team that is expected
to bring a championship to Flushing Meadow
Corona Park’s Shea Stadium.

Details of James Plummer’s participa-
tion in helping to bring Billy Wagner to the
Mets was recently discussed on the Real
Talk with Jim Lisa show on WRTN 93.5FM
during the program’s segment Focus on
Sports with Dr. Dan Miller. The guests
included Tom Burkard, Sports Historian,
Author, Newspaper Publisher and Jack
McKeon, former manager of the 2003 World
Champion Florida Marlins, who is also a
friend of Carlos Delgado.

Events at the Count Basie Theatre
Ailey II,
Friday, 1/27/06 at 8 PM, Tickets:  $39.50, $29.50, $20 (Group Rates Apply).
Elvis Birthday Bash & Costume Contest, Saturday, 1/28/06 at 8 PM, Tickets: $30, $25, $20.
Happy 250th Wolfgang (Mozart Program), Sunday, 1/29/06 at 3 PM, Presented by The Symphony Orchestra,
Tickets: $25, $20 (seniors), $5 students.
Lonestar, Wednesday, 2/1/06 at 8 PM, Presented by AM Productions, Tickets: $100, $65, $55, $35.
Let’s Go Science Show – School Show, Thursday, 2/2/06 at 10 AM, Tickets: $7.
Trinity Irish Dance Company, Saturday, 2/4/06 at 8 PM, Tickets: $45, $35, $30, $25 (Group Rates Apply).
Filmmakers Symposium Sneak Preview w/ Chuck Rose, Friday, 2/10/06 at 8 PM, Tickets: $10.
David Bromberg Band, Saturday, 2/11/06 at 8 PM, Tickets: $50, $37.50, $32.50, $25 – (Group Rates Apply).
Gregory Popovich’s Comedy & Pet Theatre, Suday, 2/12/06 at 1 PM, ickets: $18, $15.
Sing! Sing! Sing!  Tribute to Benny Goodman, Tuesday, 2/21/06 at 2 PM, Tickets: $40, $30, $20.
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Pictured are 5th grade students participating in St. Mary Elementary School’s “Sidewalk
Chalk Day” fundraiser.  Students spent time together decorating blocks of sidewalk outside
the school with sidewalk chalk.

Joe Morris of South Amboy finishes shoveling his sidewalk after a 3-inch snowfall on Dec.
9th.  (Photo by Tom Burkard)

Have A Safe &
Merry Christmas

By Edward J. Szatkowski
Fire Marshal

May your Christmas lighting be merry
and bright.  Most importantly, may your
Christmas lighting be safe.  You should
inspect your light strings and electrical cords
for fraying and loose connections.  Adhere
to the manufacturers’ instructions pertain-
ing to the limited amount of connecting lines
that are allowed.  When leaving your home,
be sure to shut off all unnecessary lighting.
This will also keep your electric bill reduced
for the holiday season.

Lit candles add to the holiday feeling,
but must never be left unattended.  More and
more lit candles are causing numerous home
fires because of being unattended.  Be sure
to extinguish your candles before leaving
your home or retiring for the evening.

If you are planning on having a cut tree,
always be sure to check the water level
daily.  Plenty of water will add to the mois-
ture content in the needles and slow down
the drying process.  There are also chemical
additives that also retard the drying out
process.

Spaghetti Dinner
St. Mary’s Elementary School is hold-

ing a Spaghetti Dinner on Sun., Jan. 15,
2006 from 1:30-4:30 p.m. (service stops at
3:30 p.m.) in the school cafeteria.  Tickets
are sold in advance ONLY, and cost $7 per
person or $20 per family.  Send money to
school office, or buy tickets after Mass.
Ticket sale ends Jan. 6.  Take out available-
bring your own container!  Proceeds go to
help St. Mary’s Elementary School.

The Tinsel And The
Straw

By Richard Armknecht
There in the stable
Silence was deep
The young mother watching
Her baby asleep.
No gilded cradle
For the small stranger
Only the bright straw
There in the manger.
All was so simple
All was so plain
No brilliant trappings
No tinsel skein
Yet all was fitting-
All without flaw-
Man makes the tinsel,
God made the straw.
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1932-33-Would you believe one of the first Mickey Mouse Clubs was started right here in
South Amboy?  Well, it certainly was.  The local Mickey Mouse fans were Front row (l-r) Betty
Coman, Joan Ellvinger.  2nd row (l-r) Joe ?, Jack Ellvinger, Rosalie Ellvinger, Rose
Charmello.  3rd row (l-r) John Coman, A. Wisniewski, Harry Stolte.  Top row (l-r) Eva Nelson,
Helen Coman, Bill Coman.  (Photo/story courtesy of Rose McNamara)

The Sadie Pope Dowdell Library recently held their annual Holiday Open House.  This year
the event featured a display of original oil paintings by South Amboy Artist John Vona.
Pictured around one of Mr. Vona’s paintings are (l-r) Elaine Gaber, Library Director,  Mr.
Vona,  Mrs. Marie Vona and their son John.  (Photo by Brian Stratton)

Pictured (l-r) Kelly Gorman as “Tinkerbell” and Charlie Gorman as “Peter Pan” in Sacred
Heart School’s recent production of  “Peter Pan”.

Peter Pan A
Success

During the Christmas Season, every-
one finds a part of them that doesn’t want to
grow up. Sacred Heart School in South
Amboy provided the opportunity for the
local community to live out that fantasy by
performing Peter Pan in Memorial Hall
December 9, 10, 11.  The cast consisted of
pirates, mermaids, lost boys, Indians and
wild animals along with the famous char-
acters of Peter Pan, Wendy, Captain Hook,
John and Michael.  The children prepared
for months to put on this play.  Sacred Heart
School believes in education coming in all
kinds of experiences of learning for their
students.  The story came alive in many of
the childrens lives as they played the parts
of one of the most legendary stories around.

Jason Ryan Leehr (r) poses with Tiffany
Hester (l) at the recent Homecoming
Masquerade Ball at South Amboy High
School.  See story
on page 27. (Photo by Brian Stratton)
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South Amboy High School Homecoming Simply Elegant!!
Once again the cafeteria at South Amboy High School was transformed into an elegant hall
for the school’s annual homecoming dance.  The theme was Simply Elegant “A Masquerade
Ball”. Pictured (l-r) is the Royal Court,  Freshmen Princess and Prince, Kelsey Anderson and
Eric Oppenheimer, Sophomore Princess and Prince, Alli Anderson and John Zammit, Junior
Princess and Prince, Sarah English and Bryan Klein and Senior Queen and King, Shannon
Cohoon and Justin Frisch. (Photo by Brian Stratton)

South Amboy Elementary School
Perfect Attendance First Marking

Period
2005-2006

6-1 Bree Bernosky, Devon Carney,
Paige Chrzaszcz, Michael Gualtieri,

Brandon Lenahan, Peter Mischutin,
Amanda Ortega, Megan Przybylski

Michael Ramirez 6-2 Gina Bongiorno,
Gareth Jannuzzi, Luke McNally,

Brandon Noble, Cailin Norton, Vishal
Rama, Anna Shemchuk, 6-3  Nicholas
Bellanich,

Jonathan Bloodgood, Robert Burns,
Sara Davenport, Alec Hall, Omar Irias,

Rebecca Leite, Patricia Maslowska,
Joshua Reuning, Lydia Romero 6-4 Jillian
Buckalew,

Ashley Cox, Patricia Cruz, Ashley
Hernandez, Nick Jicha, Scott MacConnell,

Richard Schnyderite, Michael Zammit
5-1 Nicole Burns, Beth Chambers,

Jimmie Johnson, Nicole Kazar, Rebecca
Koy, Kyle Krzyzanowski, Jessica
Malizewski,

Paulina Musialek, April Ortega, Carissa
Prescott, Brandon Rodriguez, Alexandria
Romero,

5-2 Emily Hensberger, Tirrell Jenkins,
Ryan Kudelka, Anna Lyons, James Marcano,

Klaudia Maslowska, Emily O’Rourke,

Marques Townes, Eric Vergara  5-3 Janessa
Arsenault,

Anthony Corujo, Ashley Gibilisco, Jet
Manzi, Philip Oppenheimer, Zachary
Schmidt

4-1  John Acosto, DeLenn Gnizdowski,
Kim Korosko, Laura Mischutin, Patrick
Parker,

Eulalio Perez, Paul Takacs, Kevin
Wankmueller, Sarah Wells, Ashley
Wojtowicz, Jaryd Yia

4-2 Ashley Buczek, Danielle Daven-
port, Cody Davis, Michelle Escalante, Ivonne
Escareno,

Daniel Gentile, William Gonzales, Kim
Hessner, Catherine Kosakowska, Frank
Martinez,

Tyler Prescott, Rolando Reneau, Issaih
Rodriguez, Jose Romero, Tyler Sullivan

Alexis Wojtowicz  4-3 Courtney Buell,
Marvin DeAusen, Cody Ilardi, Kara
Hoffman,

Erin Sanchez, Heather Schnyderite,
John Volk, Kortney Wahler, 4-4 James
Bloodgood,

Katrina Cruz, Natalie Ghigliotty,
Shanna Hoffman, Joanna Joks, Nicholas
Kales, Omar Khalil

Thomas Loughrey, Komal Naqvi, Sam
Perez, Dylan Unkel

Dressmaking At the Dowdell Library?
Yes!

Looking for an outfit to wear to the
Homecoming Ball?  If you feel a creative
urge to make it yourself, check it out at the
Dowdell Library!  That’s what 11th graders,
Tiffany Hester and Jason Ryan Leehr did in
preparation for the 2005 South Amboy High
School Homecoming – “Simply Elegant, a
Black and White Ball.”

After locating information on dress-
making, they calculated the amount of fab-
ric needed, learned how to make a pattern as
well as use a sewing machine.   They found
the elegant fabric at the Ragshop on Route 9

and spent a mere three weeks in designing
the beautiful full-length gown that Tiffany
wore.  Tiffany mentioned that her grand-
mother, Ethel, gave them insightful techni-
cal tips, as well. The dress was accessorized
with dangling earrings and black Chinese
slippers.  Jason and Tiffany are considering
making a gown for the 2006 Homecoming,
too.

For further tips, check out Simplicity’s
Simply the Best Sewing Book or other books
on sewing @ South Amboy’s Dowdell Li-
brary (adjacent to the High School).



28   December 17, 2005 South Amboy-Sayreville Times

Prime Time TV
1965
Sunday Evenings 7-11 p.m.
ABC-Voyage to the Bottom of the Sea;

The F.B.I.; ABC Sunday Night Movie.
CBS-Lassie; My Favorite Martian; Ed

Sullivan Show; Perry Mason; Candid Cam-
era; What’s My Line.

NBC-Bell Telephone Hour/Actuality
Specials; Walt Disney’s Wonderful World
of Color; Branded; Bonanza; Wackiest Ship
in the Army.

AOL Picks Ultimate
Songwriters

AOL recently selected its Ultimate
Songwriters:

1. Bob Dylan 2.Lennon & McCartney
3.Jagger & Richards 4.Brian Wilson 5.Pete
Townsend 6.Neil Young 7.Led Zeppelin
8.Elton John & Bernie Taupin 9.Bruce
Springsteen 10. U2 11.Curt Cobain.

Christmas Songs Spectacular
Trivia Test

By Tom Burkard

1.__White Christmas a.Elvis Presley
2.__The Chipmunk Song b.Gene Autry
3.__Rudolph The Red Nosed Reindeer c.Perry Como
4.__Little Drummer Boy d.Bruce Springsteen
5.__Jingle Bell Rock e.Band Aid
6.__Little St. Nick f.Jimmy Boyd
7.__Happy Christmas g.The Royal Guardsmen
8.__Home For The Holidays h.Bobby Helms
9.__I Saw Mommy Kissing Santa Claus i.Jose Feliciano
10._Do They Know It’s Christmas j.Burl Ives
11._Blue Christmas k.Bing Crosby
12._Pretty Paper l.Chuck Berry
13._Run Rudolph Run m.Percy Faith
14._Santa Claus Is Coming To Town n.The Chipmunks
15._Grandma Got Run Over By A Reindeer o.Brenda Lee
16._Rockin’ Around The Christmas Tree p.Harry Simeone Chorale
17._Holly Jolly Christmas q.The Beach Boys
18._Snoopy’s Christmas r.John Lennon & Yoko One
19._Feliz Navidad s.Roy Orbison
20._We Need A Little Christms t.Elmo & Patsy

Answers
1k 2n 3b 4p 5h 6q 7r 8c 9f 10e11a 12s 13l 14d 15t 16o 17j 18g 19i 20m.

SAFA
HolidayWishes

President Lee G. Steiner and the mem-
bers of the South Amboy First Aid and
Safety Squad would like to thank the City of
South Amboy, the South Amboy Fire Dept
and Police Dept for any and all assistance
provided to the Squad in 2004.  It was
greatly appreciated. The Squad also wishes
to thank all those individuals that made
donations to

our endeavors. With the phase “Help
us to help you”.  our 100% volunteer , no
charge service can continue past the 75th
anniversary (2008). In closing we wish the
best of the holiday season and a very happy
new year to all.
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Santa and Mrs. Claus help usher the Holiday Season in at the huge Borough of Sayreville
Holiday Parade.  (Photo By Tom Burkard)

Home Town Hero In Iraq
Well, in just about a week from now I

will begin the long and arduous journey
back home for my mid-tour R&R.  I’m
hoping this upcoming week will go by
quickly and I’m sure with the upcoming
national elections here in Iraq, we will be
very busy.  Despite continued attacks from
terrorists, the campaigning continues and
the Iraqis are determined to form their first
democratically and constitutionally elected
government since the fall of Saddam
Hussein.

I know back at home there is an ongoing
debate about the war here.  Many politicians
have talked about the morale of the troops
here in the wake of the debate.  I can honestly
say the morale is strong, but frustration at
the way things are reported continues. Let
me show you something I read
recently:“attitude towards American occu-
pation forces has swung from apathy and
surface friendliness to active dislike.  Ac-
cording to a military government official,
this is finding expression in the organization
of numerous local anti-American organiza-
tions throughout the zone and in a rapid
increase in the number of attacks on Ameri-
can soldiers.  There were more such attacks
in the first week of October than in the
preceding five months”

In another story, that reported on up-
coming elections it was written that a vast
majority of the country’s people “remained
passive in attitude toward politics and dis-
played no disposition to take over civic
responsibilities.”Yet another story reported
that polls taken on the reaction to US occu-
pation of their country showed “bitter re-
sentment and deep disappointment” over
the US occupation.

Those quotes are from stories published
by The New York Times entitled “Germans
Reveal Hate of Americans”, 31 OCT 1945;
“Germans Declare Americans Hated”, 03
DEC 1945; and “German Elections Set In
Towns of U.S. Zone”, 19 DEC 1945.  De-
spite the New York Times’ efforts to high-

light the difficulties and violence encoun-
tered by the US occupation force, we pre-
vailed and Germany is an ally today.

What I find irksome, is that a prepon-
derance of those in the media choose to
report the negative aspects of this war and
the numerous difficulties encountered and
ignore the positive stories, despite the good
things that happen here on a daily basis.
Interestingly, many of the same media enti-
ties then poll Americans on their opinion of
the war. How can they expect people to be
objective when all they have been exposed
to is the subjective?  Of course, they then get
to report the bad news of the polling results!

This coming week, despite the terror-
ists’ best efforts, the Iraqi’s will go to the
polls and democratically elect their new
government which will hold office for the
next four years. The Iraqis are increasingly
taking responsibility for their own security.
Since August 2004, Iraq has added 90 Iraqi
Army battalions to its forces.  In the last year
they have increased their security forces
from 96,000 last year to 212,000 trained and
equipped forces this year  What the people at
home need to understand is that just having
trained and equipped forces is not enough.
In order to be self-sustaining through the
range of combat operations, the Iraqi’s are
steadily developing their logistics and ad-
ministrative capacity at the brigade, divi-
sion and ministry levels.  Progress is being
made at a steady pace, but we cannot and
must not set a date certain for the withdrawal
of US forces.  It must be condition-based,
which means that when Iraqi forces reach a
certain competency level and are able to
sustain themselves in combat operations,
US forces can then stand down.  To para-
phrase former Secretary of State Colin
Powell, we broke it and we’ll fix it before we
leave.  We owe that to the Iraqi people and
we owe that to the brave, young soldiers,
sailors, airmen and marines who have fought
for Iraqi freedom and indeed, our security
back at home.

 J.F. O’CONNELL, Major, USAF
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