Date: September 25, 2004

PRICELESS

The Party Dolls perform in front of the huge crowd that gathered at the recent Raritan Bay
Seafood Festival. The Festival was a fun filled day with something for everyone.
(Photo by Brian Stratton)

The new Sayreville Upper Elementary School opened its doors for the first time on
September 9, as it welcomed 922 Borough students. The $28 million dollar school will hold
its dedication on October 2 at 2 p.m. (Photo By Tom Burkard)

Local Author Gains
Editor’s Award
Jerry Smith, who delighted us with his
South Amboy, USA CD, is now an awardwinning author in the field of children’s
literature.
A Nebraska publishing company,
iUniverse, Inc., recently recognized Captive Angel, Smith’s young adult novel, with
its Editor’s Choice Award. Based on independent review, the award is emblematic of
“superior writing and commitment to excellence.” “Professionals in the publishing
industry, especially in the area of children’s
books, set a high standard,” the elated author
said. “This opens some exciting possibilities.”
The author worked with wild dolphins
in Moorea, French Polynesia. He also studied at the Dolphin Research Center in Grassy
Key, Florida. These experiences served as
the basis for the Captive Angel.
Captive Angel, written for ages 12 and
up, is a tender coming-of-age story about a
teenage girl trying to decide whether it’s
right to keep dolphins in captivity.
Captive Angel is available through the
publisher’s web site at wwwiUniverse.com
or by calling 1-877-823-9235. Captive Angel will be available through the Barnes &
Noble and Amazon web sites shortly. The
author’s web site is www.ejerrysmith.com.
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Vaccines At
Sayreville Senior
Center
Middlesex County Health Dept. will
administer flu and pneumococcal vaccines at
the Sayreville Senior Center, 423 Main St.,
Sayreville on Wed., Oct. 6, from 9 a.m. to 12
p.m. Residents who have Medicare Part B
coverage must bring their ID cards with them
that day. The flu vaccine is available to all
Middlesex County residents who are 18 years
of age or older and proof of age is required
along with proof of county residence.
Pneumococcal vaccines will be given by
appointment only and are available only to
those residents 65 years of age and older who
have not previously received this vaccine.
Appointments for the pneumococcal vaccine
can be made beginning Sept. 13 by calling the
Health Dept. at 732-745-3100 from 2-4 p.m.
Medicare Part B will be billed for the pneumococcal vaccine; residents must bring their
Medicare Cards to the center. For more info
call the center at 732-390-7058.

Vol. 13 Issue 12

Capt. Gawron
Retires
Borough of Sayreville Police Captain
William Gawron recently retired after 25
years with the Police Department. Gawron
is a 1972 Sayreville War Memorial High
School graduate, who became a patrolman
in Sayreville in March 1979, and worked his
way through the ranks to captain. Congratulations and best of luck!

Halloween ParadeOct. 31
The South Amboy Lions Club along
with the City of South Amboy Recreation
Dept. will be co-sponsoring the Annual
Halloween Parade. The parade will be held
on Sunday, Oct. 31 at 1 p.m., starting at the
Progressive Fire House on Bordentown Ave.
The parade will proceed down Bordentown
Ave. to Broadway past the reviewing stand
in front of City Hall. Prizes will be given out
for the best costumes and ONLY children
will be awarded prizes.

Sayreville Day
Sayreville Day, a community-wide
event will be held at Sayreville War Memorial HS on Washington Rd., Parlin form 10
a.m.-4 p.m. on Sun., Oct. 17. Raindate is
Sun., Oct. 24.
The opening ceremony will begin at 11
a.m. Rev. Michael G. Krull will give the
invocation. Susan Halmi will be soloist. An
honor guard consisting of members of the
VFW, American Legion, and Marine Corps
will also partake.
DJ Mushie will provide musical entertainment throughout the day. Patsy Palma
and the Triple H Production will perform
during the day. WMGQ will broadcast live
from the event from 12-2 p.m.
Various fun rides will be available for
the children. There will also be a petting
zoo, horse and carriage ride, and pony rides.
The 25 cent fair will again include many
enjoyable games. Group games will be
announced during the day. The food court
will offer both American and ethnic foods.
Choices range from pizza and pasta dishes
to ribs and hot dogs. Many community
groups will be available with info for the
public. Craft vendors will be displaying and
selling their wares.
Come enjoy this wonderful day of community spirit where neighbor meets neighbor. For further information, call Teri Yetsko
at 732-727-7639.

Club Krome Is
Closed

Pictured is the northbound Raritan Toll Plaza on the Garden State Parkway, which is located
in the Melrose section of Sayreville. Drivers pass through the now vacant toll booths going
north, for free, but the toll has doubled on the southbound side to 70 cents. The northbound
toll plaza will be removed by the end of 2004. (Photo By Tom Burkard)

Borough of Sayreville Council President, Thomas V. Pollando recently announced that after meeting with owners of
Club Krome in Morgan, he has secured their
commitment to immediately and permanent
cease operations.
“Club Krome is a hazard to the health
and safety of the people of Sayreville. I am
glad the owners of Club Krome are taking
the opportunity to do the right thing in
closing,” Pollando said.
Pollando acknowledged the leadership
of Mayor Kennedy O’Brien in bringing all
of the resources of the Borough to bear on
this issue. He also credited Councilmen
Thomas Marcinczyk, Dennis Grobelny,
Frank Makransky, Stanley Drwal, and John
Melillo for their bipartisan unity in working
to rid Sayreville of this nuisance.

Sgt. Malkiewicz
Dies
Club Krome, formerly known as Club Bene, and many years ago The Kozy Bar or Joe’s Kozy
Bar has closed its doors for the last time. The building located on Rt. 35 South & Old Spye
Rd. in Morgan, will make way for redevelopment. (Photo By Tom Burkard)

Retired South Amboy Police Sgt. Steven
J. Malkiewicz Jr., 67, died on Sept. 20th.
The popular officer served on the force for
26 years until his retirement. He later was a
bartender at Lagoda’s Saloon.
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Talk of The Towns

Pleasant Little Trivia

By Tom Burkard

By Tom Burkard

Kierst Appointed Page To U.S.
Senate
Alexxandria Kierst of Park City, Utah
was appointed as a Page to the U.S. Senate by
Senator Robert Bennett (R) Utah. Each senator throughout the U.S. appoints a Page from
high school, juniors with a high grade point
average. Lexi has a 3.89. She will spend next
semester delivering messages and attending
class in the Captiol Building in Washington,
DC. She is the daughter of Christopher and
Cheryl Kierst of Park City. She is a junior at
Juan Dieago Catholic HS at Draper, Utah in
the archdiocese of Salt Lake City. The Kiersts
are former residents of South Amboy. Congratulations!
Conroy Retires
South Amboy native, Ed Conroy recently retired from the M.C.U.A. after putting in over 30 years of dedicated service.
Congratulations, Ed and enjoy your retirement!
In Memoriam
Msgr. Martin M. Komosinski , 77, of
South Amboy died on Aug. 20. He attended
Sacred Heart Grammar School and St. Mary’s
High School. Msgr. Komosinski was ordained on May 19, 1951 by Bishop George
W. Ahr. Susan Erickson Beshada, 53, of
Melrose died on Aug. 27. A ’68 graduate of
St. Mary’s HS, was a really nice lady who
battled her illness for many years. Edwina
“Winnie” Norek, 73, of South Amboy died
on Aug. 31. A ’48 St. Mary’s HS graduate,
she was a fine lady and dedicated Caring
Listener volunteer at St. Mary’s Grammar
School. Albert Bolk Sr., 71, of Parlin died on
Sept. 15. He was one of the finest gentlemen
you could ever meet, and loved by his family
and friends. They will always be remembered.

1.Grand Regent of Catholic Daughters
of America 382 in 1969? a.Alice Kramden
b.Faye McAndrew c.Mary Hayden
2.Captain of South Amboy First Aid in
1981? a.Lee Steiner b.Joseph Halmi c.James
Holovacko
3.St. Mary’s High School’s PTA President in ’69? a.Mrs. DeLucia b.Mrs. Downs
c.Mrs. Duggan
4.President of the Sayreville Historical
Society in 1980? a.Bonnie Downs b.Alfred
Baumann c.Eleanor Groneski
5.President of the Sayreville Borough
Council in ’80? a.Felix Wisniewski b.William
Jackson c.Kenneth Buchanan Sr.
6.In 1973, this barber shop was located
on Washington Rd. in Sayreville? a.Rocky’s
b.Short-Cuts c.Big Al’s
7.This local resident was chosen “Miss
Rutgers 1987”? a.Lisa Valmore b.Jeanne
Rogers c.Susan O’Rolen
8.South Amboy Board of Education’s
Secretary/Administrator in 1990? a.Kenneth
Kokoszka b.Michael Poll c.Anette Slovinsky
9.Sayreville’s Borough Clerk in ’77 was?
a.Mary Kosakowski b.James Lindsay
c.Nancy Garcia
10.This flower shop was located on
Pulaski Ave., Sayreville in 1977? a.Rose &
Rick’s b.Mary’s c.Sayreville
11.President of Morgan First Aid Squad
in 1977? a.Edward Mandel b.Daniel Malik
c.Thomas E. Kirkman
12.South Amboy Public Schools PTA
President in ’74? a.Anna Lofton b.Jane Burke
c.Joan Schiavino

PRAYER TO ST. RITA
Saint of the Impossible
Blessed Rita, Saint of the Impossible, I come to you
with confidence in my great need. (Mention your
request). You were very pleasing to God on earth and
are much more so now in Heaven. I promise to you this
favor when granted, to better my life, to proclaim God’s
mercy and to make you widely known and loved.
Publication must be promised when favor is granted.
Thank you, St. Rita. -BTS

The Morgan First Aid Auxiliary is having a trip to Trump Plaza on Sunday, Oct. 24.
The bus leaves Club 35 parking lot at 10 a.m.
Price is $25 and includes snacks and drinks
on the bus, and a comp from the casino. For
more info call 732-721-5712.

Answers
1c 2b 3a 4b 5a 6a 7b 8b 9a 10b 11c 12c.

Trip To Trump Plaza

Marine PFC Thomas Pizzillo has completed his basic training from Marine Boot Camp,
Parris Island, South Carolina. PFC Pizzillo’s next stop is School of Infantry, Camp Lejeune,
NC. Tom is the son of South Amboy’s former Police Chief, Jerry Pizzillo and Susan Pizzillo.
Good luck, Tom and Semper Fi!

Bus Trip To Atlantic
City

McCarrick
Octoberfest-Oct. 17

St. Mary Elementary School will hold a
bus trip to the Hilton in Atlantic City on
Sun., Oct. 17. Bus leaves from St. Mary
School parking lot in South Amboy at 9 a.m.
and leaves AC at 5 p.m. Cost is $25 with a
return of $15. Food, fun and games on the
bus. For more info call Angel at 732-7211514.

Cardinal McCarrick High School will
hold its first Octoberfest on Sun., Oct. 17
from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. at the Cardinal
McCarrick Cafeteria on Stevens Ave., South
Amboy.
The Octoberfest will feature games,
food and lots of fun!

OLV Alumni NightSept. 24
Our Lady of Victories Alumni Association will be hosting a social gathering and
general meeting on Fri., Sept. 24 from 7-10
p.m. in Msgr. Dalton Hall. Come and get
reacquainted with fellow classmates. Enjoy
light refreshments and the camaraderie of
all alumni. Bring ideas for future reunions
and activities, as well as any school photos
you can find. For info and to sign up for the
event, call 732-727-7639 or 732-313-6111.

MIRACULOUS INVOCATION
TO ST. THERESA
O Glorious St. Theresa, whom Almighty God has
raised up to aid and counsel mankind, I invite your
miraculous intercession. So powerful are you in obtaining
every need of body and soul, our Holy Mother Church
proclaims you a “prodigy of miracles, the greatest Saint of
modern times.” Now I fervently beseech you to answer my
petition (mention here) and carry out your promise of
doing good upon earth of letting fall from heaven a shower
of roses, henceforth, Dear Little Flower, I will fulfill your
plea to be made known everywhere and I will never cease
to lead others to Jesus through you. Amen.
Say prayer every day for 9 days. By the 4th day ask
for a sign if prayer is to be answered between 4th and 9th
day you will se a rose in magazine, TV picture, or receive
roses, also can get a strange scent of roses in home even
if no roses present. Must promise publication. - PLM
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★ Business of the Month ★
More’ Jewelry

Her
secret
is an
ASPS
plastic
surgeon.
More’s Jewelry owner, Bill More (l) and manager Annette Bongiovanni (r) display
some beautiful new items. (Photo By Tom Burkard)

Bill More, owner of More’s Jewelry,
80 Main St., Sayreville has been satisfying area customers for 31 years, with the
finest quality jewelry around.
More’s Jewelry offers many outstanding services that include sizing rings
and repairs, and they can re-mount your
diamond while you wait! They also repair broken watches and clocks. “We
offer good prices, efficient service, and
we actually do all work on the premises,”
stated More.
The staff and service at More’s Jewelry is always knowledgeable, courteous,
warm and helpful. More’s motto is, “Quality, loyalty and trustworthiness,” and their

outstanding business certainly exemplifies this. Bill also tells us that “We have
sales below list price.”
More’s Jewelry specializes in making and designing rings and jewelry,
right in their shop at 80 Main St.,
Sayreville. In addition, they also buy
gold. For one of the largest selections of
jewelry around, great buys and gift ideas
galore, stop in at More’s Jewelry, 80
Main St. Sayreville, or call 732-2385077.
Don’t miss More’s monthly ad on
page 3 of this and every issue of The
South Amboy-Sayreville Times.
More’s is truly the complete Jewelry Service!

Benefit Spaghetti Dinner
A dance will be held Friday October 15,
2004 at 6:00 pm at the Knights of Columbus
Council 2061 Washington Rd. Sayreville
NJ. Ticket prices are $30.00 ea. Ad Book
prices are $100 full page $50 half $25 quarter page. Tickets are available at many local
establishments. To purchase tickets or ad
space or just make a donation call 732-7276820 or mail to: The Mark Amato Fund 176
Norton St Morgan NJ 08879.
A rare blood disease has cost 16 yr old

Mark Amato Jr. of Sayreville both of his
kidneys.
After receiving a donated kidney from
his aunt, Mark again struggles as this blood
disease is a threatening to destroy his new
kidney. We the friends of the Amato family
want to help offset some of their many
medical expenses. Come join us for a night
of dinner, dancing and music. Come out for
a good time and help make this benefit
successful.

The 2nd Annual Melrose Reunion was held on Sept. 16 at The Rio Mar in South River.
Pictured are nearly 80 Melrose residents and former residents who showed up to reminisce
and enjoy each others company. A fine time was had by all! (Photo By Tom Burkard)

Important Notice To Schools, Churches,
Non-Profit Organizations, and
Contributing Writers
New Submission Policy (Effective immediately)
*The South Amboy-Sayreville Times new policy regarding submission of news
releases is that we will ONLY ACCEPT the file as a Word Document.
*The Word Document should be set for Times New Roman font, 12 points. DO
NOT use any formatting, such as Bullets, Bold Type, Italics, Tables, etc. DO NOT
indent paragraphs, only use return key when starting a new paragraph. There is no need
to double space in between paragraphs.
*We will no longer write your news releases from flyers for your events, or
anything written by hand.
*Following these guidelines will allow us to accept your news release, and
continue to give you FREE PUBLICITY for your events, etc.
If above is not followed, items WILL BE RETURNED to you. Be sure to send in
by deadline, which is listed on the front page of each issue.
*E-mail your Word Document to: satimes@aol.com
*We will be glad to use your release, as space permits.

ACTUAL ASPS PATIENT

Put your confidence in a plastic surgeon who is certified by
the American Board of Plastic Surgery.

Sandra J. Gatt, MD, FACS
540 Bordentown Ave., Suite 4100 • South Amboy, NJ
08879
In the South Amboy Medical Center

732-274-1500
www.sandragatt.com

• Moles • Skin Cancer • Wounds • Cosmetic Surgery
• Reconstructive Surgery • Lasers
• Also: Procedures Unique to Senior Citizens

Medicare
Workman’s Compensation

Medical Insurance
Visa/Mastercard
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Yearbook-St. Mary’s 1969
By Tom Burkard

1968 – This is how the brand new St. Mary’s High School appeared on the first day of classes
in September 1968.

Freedom was a hot topic in September
’68, as we returned for our senior year.
“People Got To Be Free,” by my favorite
band of all time, The Rascals ruled the pop
charts, and we would listen to it on our way
to school on 77 a.m. radio. . . We would
have the distinction of becoming the first
graduating class from the brand new St.
Mary’s High School. The old school was
destroyed by a huge fire during the end of
our freshman year on May 4, 1966. We
then had to go on split sessions with the
grammar school for two years. . .
Flower power, free love, VW Bugs,
peace signs, strobe lights, psychedelic
signs were part of everyday life. Long
hair was in for men, but was not allowed at
St. Mary’s. Boys wore St. Mary’s blue
blazers with the school logo for 3 years, but
were not required to do so as seniors. Also
popular was brown penny loafers, the “collegiate look.” Girls wore blue plaid uniforms, and really got in trouble from Sister
Mary Madeline, the principal for hiking

them above the knees to keep in style with the
miniskirt look. . .
On November 3, 1968, the new school
was dedicated. Also, that month, Nixon was
elected president, while innocent, young
Americans were fighting and dying in a land
called Viet Nam. . .The Senior-Faculty game,
played before Thanksgiving Break was a
blast even though the teachers pounded us,
56-30. . .The new school was really something, complete with a strict demerit system,
which could get you suspended if you accumulated enough points. You could even get
a demerit for chewing gum!. . .
Some of our fine teachers were: Sr.
Estelle, Joseph Bulman, Sr. Margaret, Ronald
Lucas, Richard Mager, Stephen Nestinger,
Charles Nuziale, Thomas Rooney, Gary
Ternyila, Ronald Lucas, Sr. M. Lillian, Sr. M.
Corelita, Margaret Wist, Father Fulton,
Patricia Smith, Thomas Otto, Sr. Helen, Sr.
Kathleen, Sr. Dominic, Donald Coveleski.
Agnes Cody and Clare Cannon were the
hard-working secretaries, and Betty Farrell

was our wonderful school nurse, whom I
will never forget for her kindness. . .
Eugene Cross, my good friend was Student Council President, and Kathryn
O’Connor, Secretary. Mark Bratus was
Senior Class President. . .There were numerous social activities, like a dance almost
every weekend, and many “wallflowers,”
now big seniors, actually started to enjoy
dancing. . .The Festival of Carols was special before the holidays in December. The
Christmas Ball was a beautiful time in my
life, which I will never forget. . .Who could
forget the First Friday Masses, Vocation
Day, and countless assemblies (Which we
loved-we got out of classes), and the seniors
whistling “When The Saints Go Marching
In” as we entered and exited. . .How about
the great ’69 Spring Festival instead of the
regular school play-music and dances from
all over the world. I can still picture Maurice
Nadeau doing a fabulous Don Quixote. .
.Were you in a clique? The Jug? Frank’s?
The Rec? Maybe the just shy, no hangout
type?. . .Remember being bused to the Prom
at the Berkeley-Carteret Hotel in Asbury
Park, and the first song was “You’ve Made
Me So Very Happy” by Blood, Sweat and
Tears? It has to rank as one of the all-time
highlights in my life, yes, believe it or not,
even today!. . .
Marjorie Zalewski and Kathy Roehrich
were Co-Editors of the yearbook, while Virginia Curato was Editor-In-Chief of “The
Crown” newspaper. . .Denise Dibling was
President of the Forensic Club. . .Rosemary
Sullivan was Editor of the literary magazine, “Blue.” Sheila Camire was President
of the National Honor Society. . .
Some of the Class of ’69 selected randomly included: Edward Akacki, Wendy
Akerman, Patricia Albert, Elaine Ballance,
Richard Baranowski, Michelle Barrett, Joann
Biancamano, Susan Bergold, Gail Batruk,
Robert Blakeslee, Cynthia Boland, Theresa

Bonis, Susan Boretzky, Joseph Bulman,
Kathleen Bulman, Helen Burke, John
Cackowski, Mary Ann Carroll, Nora Carroll,
Joseph Casey, Michael Coakley, Susan
Coman, Mary Ellen Conahan, Brian Conlon,
Susan DeBarba, Karen Delaney, Donna
Derent, Denise Dibling, Laurie DiMeola,
Martin Dombrowski, Jean Driscoll, John
Duggan, Carol Eldridge, Sandra Elias, James
Fennessy, Christine Ferraro, Nadine Fox,
Katherine Fradella, Carol Glynn, Albert
Gomolka Jr., Kathleen Gray, Richard Gray,
Catherine Hansult, Nancy Harkins, Frank
Hawes, Jean Healy, Alice Hefferson, Anne
Hertlein, Michael Holovacko, William
Holtz, Paul Janas, James Keays, Denise
Kenny, Jena Kelly, Carl Kosmo, Judith
Kurowsky, Patricia Lagoda, Linda Lapchuk,
Anna Liyana, Barbara Liyana, John Madura,
Linda MacNeil, Jo-Ann Lupo, Thomas
Marciniak, Philip Maresca, William
Margaretta, Denise Matura, Judith
McAndrew, Deborah McGinn, Peter
McIntyre, Edward McKavanaugh, Jeanne
McMahon, Susan Miller, Elizabeth
Mokrzycki, Laura Mosel, Sharon Mulroy,
Susan Mulvey, Patricia Munn, Christine
O’Brien, Jean O’Brien, Jill O’Connor, Thomas O’Brien, Jonathan O’Connor, Kathryn
O’Connor, Theresa Oskierko, Mary Penkala,
Lynn Piechocinski, Nancy Piluso, Sharon
Quick, Therese Redmond, Michele
Richland, Kathleen Roehrich, Mary Rogers,
Margaret Rose, Thomas Ruszala, Virginia
Schuster, Luke Sciallo, Judith Seaman,
Dianne Seidenberg, James Sorrentino, Colleen Stetson, Mary Ann Stewart, Mary Ellen
Subjack, Rosemary Sullivan, Joanne
Sumski, Mary Ellen Surich, Allen
Temperini, Thomas Tice, Barbara Tobin,
Mary Jane Toolan, Mary Ellen Toomey,
Helen Trpisovsky, John Trzoniec, James
Vail, Antoinette Viglionese, Margaret

continued on page 15

South Amboy-Sayreville Times September 25, 2004 5

6 September 25, 2004 South Amboy-Sayreville Times

Fishing Flashes
By Teo “Weebles” Weber

732-721-9093
For All Your Health Care Needs

Peterson Pharmacy
"Serving The Community Over 100 Years"
• Money Orders
• Money Grams
• Film Developing
• All Utility Bills
• Fax
• Greeting Cards
•

Medical/Surgical Supplies

Now accepting payments for gas, electric, cable & others

FREE Delivery for Senior Citizens
132 North Broadway
732-721-0137South
Amboy, NJ 08879

Salt Water
Fluke fishing in the bay has slowed
down a bit with keepers hard to come by.
Some big fish still remain and from time to
time, some people get lucky and hit a patch
of fish moving into the ocean. It’s slowed up
even in the Ambrose Channel. The fish are
starting to leave early this year, even though
there are still some fluke in the back bay
areas.
Party boat bluefish is still very good
with most action at the Mud Buoy and 17
Fathom Bank. Some bonito and more false
albacore are in the Slicks. A few skipjack
tuna and even small amberjacks also show
up. Beach action is mostly small bluefish at
South Amboy and Cliffwood Beaches. A
good showing of small to medium weakfish
in the bay at the East Reach area also means
bay beach fishermen may start catching
them too using sandworms. Elsewhere, in
the bay, good size medium porgies are being
caught in decent numbers. Sizes range from
10 inch keepers to some over 15 inches, well
above 1 1/2 pounds. Sea bass are mixed in
too. Surf action from the Hook to Seaside is
mostly bluefish and a few stripers. Croakers
are being caught south in the LBI area surf
in good numbers.
Fresh Water
At the end of August, I fished a small
lake in Sussex County, and found the action
very slow. I did have a few small bites and
managed to catch one pickerel about 15
inches and had a huge snapping turtle come
up and stare at me. Maybe that’s why the
fishing was so slow? Although the weather
was hot, largemouth bass and panfish are
being caught in the entire state.

Obituaries

J.J. Harrigan & Co. Inc
Realtors

OIL TANK
REMOVERS

PATRICK J. ROCK, JR.
Real Estate Sales Representative
Bus: 732-721-7500
Voice Mail: Ext. 12

Res: 732-721-6743
Fax: 732-721-4095

980 ROUTE 9, SAYREVILLE, NJ
Mailing Address: PO Box 37, South Amboy, NJ 08879

• TANK REMOVAL • INSTALLATION
• TANK TESTING • SANDFILL
• ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES

(732)

ASI 566-0281
ADVANCED
SITE
IMPROVEMENT

Ausiello, Rose, 85, of Parlin died on
Sept. 9.
Beshada, Susan M., 53, of Melrose died
on Aug. 27.
Bolk, Albert Sr., 71, of Parlin died on
Sept. 15.
Christina, Olga, 89, of South Amboy
died on Sept. 8.
Clarke, John “Jack,” 65, of Parlin died
on Aug. 25.
Conway, LeRoy W., 83, of Parlin died
on Sept. 17.
Coughlin, Claire T., 77, of South
Amboy, died on Aug. 23.
Foss, Dale M., 57, of Parlin died on
Sept. 1.
Kampo, Sally, 87, of South Amboy
died on Sept. 15.
Komosinski, Msgr. Martin, 77, of South
Amboy died on Aug. 20.
Kosmoski, Edward, 81, of Melrose died
on Aug. 21.
Kowalchik, Frances, 82, of Parlin died
on Sept. 12.
Malet, Ronald, 58, of Sayreville died
on Aug. 28.
Malkiewicz, Steven J. Jr., 67, of South
Amboy died on Sept. 20.
McGuire, Kathleen P. “Kay,” 73, of
Parlin died on Aug. 27.
Nakielny, Richard E. “Nick,” 65, formerly of Sayreville died on Aug. 31.
Newton, Thomas, 67, of Sayreville died
on Aug. 27.
Norek, Edwina “Winnie” Baumann, 73,
of South Amboy died on Aug. 31.
Prehodka, Paula E. “Liz,” 49, of South
Amboy died on Aug. 31.
Revolinsky, Elizabeth “Betty” Check,
74, formerly of Parlin died on Aug. 30.
Rufner, Arthur H., 88, formerly of South
Amboy died on Sept. 5.
Sarg, James G., 56, of Parlin, died on
Aug. 21.
Schmidt, Mamie, 93, of Sayreville died
on Sept. 9.
Silkiewicz, Irene, 84, of Parlin died on
Sept. 12.
Stanjeski, Matthew L., 52, of Parlin
died on Sept. 11.
Tarallo, Francis “Frank,” 81, of South
Amboy died on Sept. 14.
Ward, Angelina, 70, of Parlin died on
Sept. 17.
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Blood Donations Urged
Senator Vitale, Assemblyman
Wisniewski and Assemblyman Vas urged
residents of District 19 to donate blood so
New Jersey can address a blood supply
shortage.
“The need for blood donation is critical
throughout the country,” said Assemblyman Wisniewski. “Donating blood saves
lives. Blood Donors are heroes to those
people in need. Please take a little time to

Roast Beef DinnerOct. 23

The children and staff of Sacred Heart Elementary School gathered solemnly on the
playground to begin their procession led by the veterans carrying the American flag. In front
of the school steps, the students faced the flag as they prayerfully remembered the victims
and the heroes of 9/11.

Jersey Central Power & Light area manager Gerry Ricciardi (right) presents a check to
Margaret Schweiger; President of the Friends of the Dowdell Library as library director Elaine
Gaber looks on. The Friends of the Library held a silent auction on September 18, hosted
by South Amboy Mayor John O’Leary.

Trinity United Methodist Church of
815 Bordentown Ave. will hold its annual
roast beef dinner on Sat., Oct. 23 from 4:307 p.m. Dinner will include mashed potatoes,
vegetable, salad, homemade dessert and beverage. Tickets are $10 for adults and $5 for
children ages 5-12. Take out dinners available. Children under 5 are FREE. For more
info call church office 732-721-3558.

help people in need and save a life.”
In the summer months, blood donations
traditionally decrease. The Northeast has
been hit the hardest this summer with the
Red Cross recently advising hospitals to
postpone non-emergency transfusions. For
more info call 732-842-5740 or 732-2207000. Donate today and save a life!

OLV OktoberfestOct. 29
Our Lady of Victories will hold an
Oktoberfest dinner-dance in Msgr. Dalton
Hall, Main St., Sayreville on Fri., Oct. 29
from 7:30-11:30 p.m. The event will feature
a German band, Bernie’s Orchestra, and
German dancers all evening. A German
dinner will be served along with German
desserts. Beverages will include beer, wine,
soda, coffee, and tea. The price for the event
is $30 a person. For info and tickets, please
contact the pastoral office at 732-257-0077
or Teri at 732-727-7639.
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1964-Joan Lakomski stands in front of her beautiful home on Pupek Road in South Amboy.
Pupek Road was part of the Amboy Gardens development which was finished in late 1958.

A History Of The Amboy Gardens
By Tom Burkard

If you’ve lived in the South AmboySayreville area since 1959, you probably
know where The Amboy Gardens development is located. Actually, for those who
aren’t aware, The Amboy Gardens, as they
were called by the Pectorelli Agency, are
Pupek Road, Barkalow Street, Lovely Drive,
Jasko Court, and a small portion of North
Stevens Ave., just opposite the skating rink
running towards the Hole-In-The-Wall in
South Amboy.
According to Kevin O’Connor of South
Amboy, who grew up on Jasko Court, “The
house on the corner of Lovely Dr. and Pupek
Rd. was the last of the original development.
About four years later, the development
continued further down, and included Grace
Dr., Charmello Dr., and the extension of
Pupek Rd. and Barkalow St.”
Kevin’s mother, Teresa said that the

Cape Cod style homes “Cost $15,500 to
purchase.” Can you imagine any real estate
in South Amboy ever going for such a great
price?
The first family to move into Amboy
Gardens was the Nardone Family on Jasko
Ct. They were followed by the Johnson
Family on Pupek Rd., who moved to the
development in December 1958, and then
the O’Connor Family, who arrived on Jasko
Ct. in January 1959.
Kevin recalled the fun times he had
growing up back in the ‘60’s. “We played
baseball every single day in the summer.
We had enough guys to play doubleheaders,
and every position was full every game. We
built our own field by the tracks. We asked
the city for a field, but didn’t get any help, so

continued on page 13
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Rose
By Al Gomolka Jr.
Times Poet Laureate
c.1977

(located just south of Fun Time America)
•

Offering Pre-Owned Cars, Trucks & SUV’s

•

We also have in stock and access to all
makes & models of off lease vehicles.

•

Bank and C.U. financing available.

•

All vehicles guaranteed 100% with extended
warranties available.

•

We are in the same location for over 25
years.

Present this ad
for

3-Month Warranty
with the purchase of a vehicle

Met I a most fragile beautiful rose
Amongst loud noise and people
Struck my eyes this lushed pose
Her leaves and limbs so feeble
Felt my heart possessed the power
To pluck this joyless bloom
Dejected from the garden flowers
Each petal dripped with gloom
Wither no more oh delicate Rose
Thy elegance I behold
Thy loveliness pure as the morning
snows
Though no bouquet will hold
A fine, tall lucid vase of glass
To keep thy budding art
Belongs thou to the choicest class
I pick thee with my heart
Thou may no more to thrive my eyes
Then only this poem shows
Be gone the woeful fleeting sighs
One finer vision of this Rose

St. Stan’s
Oktoberfest-Sept.
25
St. Stan’s will hold its Oktoberfest on
Sat., Sept. 25th from 2-9 p.m. (Rain Date:
Sept. 26, 1-8 p.m.) at the St. Stan’s School
Grounds, 225 MacArthur Ave., Sayreville.
The event will include games, wheels, rides,
50/50, entertainment, children’s activities,
pony & hay rides, and a Bier Garten. Making a special appearance will be the famous
“Beetlejuice.” Rides: Pay-one-price wristband 2-6 p.m. or 6-9 p.m. Delicious food:
Bratwurst, Pork Loin Dinner and more.
Don’t miss this great day in Sayreville!

OLV Comedy Night
Comedy Club Night will be held at Our
Lady of Victories Parish, Main St., Sayreville
on Fri., Oct. 1 starting at 7 p.m. Tickets are
$35 a person. The ticket includes a buffet
dinner and dessert catered by Sir Ives of
Jamesburg. Beer, soda, coffee, and tea will
also be available. There will be on-site baby
sitting available for the evening. For info
and tickets, call the parish office at 732-2570077 or Jack at 732-254-7263.

Spaghetti DinnerOct. 1
The First Presbyterian Church, 150 No.
Broadway, South Amboy is having its annual spaghetti dinner on Oct. 1 from 5-7
p.m. Tickets are $7 for adults and $3 for
children under 10. Takeouts will be available. For tickets call 732-727-2354.

360 Main Street
South Amboy, NJ 08879

(732) 721-1166
Lic. #11202

?

M&R
Plumbing & Heating Service, Inc.
SEWER CLEANING • BOILERS • WATER HEATERS
FREE ESTIMATES

(732) 525-8011

16 Birch Terrace
Parlin, New Jersey 08859

PRAYER TO THE BLESSED VIRGIN
(Never known to fail) Oh, most beautiful flower of Mt.
Carmel, Fruitful vine, splendor of Heaven, blessed
Mother of the Son of God, Immaculate Virgin, assist me
in my necessity. Oh Star of the Sea, help me and show
me, herein you are my mother. Oh, Holy Mary, Mother
of God, Queen of Heaven and Earth! I humbly beseech
you from the bottom of my heart to succor me in this
necessity. There are none that can withstand your
power. Oh, show me herein you are my mother. Oh
Mary, conceived without sin, pray for us who have
recourse to thee (3 times). Holy Mary, I place this cause
in your hands (3 times). Say this prayer for 3 consecutive
days. You must publish it and it will be granted to you.
Thank you. -B.T.S.
MIRACULOUS INVOCATION
TO ST. THERESA
O Glorious St. Theresa, whom Almighty God has
raised up to aid and counsel mankind, I invite your
miraculous intercession. So powerful are you in obtaining
every need of body and soul, our Holy Mother Church
proclaims you a “prodigy of miracles, the greatest Saint of
modern times.” Now I fervently beseech you to answer my
petition (mention here) and carry out your promise of
doing good upon earth of letting fall from heaven a shower
of roses, henceforth, Dear Little Flower, I will fulfill your
plea to be made known everywhere and I will never cease
to lead others to Jesus through you. Amen.
Say prayer every day for 9 days. By the 4th day ask
for a sign if prayer is to be answered between 4th and 9th
day you will se a rose in magazine, TV picture, or receive
roses, also can get a strange scent of roses in home even
if no roses present. Must promise publication. - BTS
PRAYER TO THE BLESSED VIRGIN
(Never known to fail) Oh, most beautiful flower of Mt.
Carmel, Fruitful vine, splendor of Heaven, blessed
Mother of the Son of God, Immaculate Virgin, assist me
in my necessity. Oh Star of the Sea, help me and show
me, herein you are my mother. Oh, Holy Mary, Mother
of God, Queen of Heaven and Earth! I humbly beseech
you from the bottom of my heart to succor me in this
necessity. There are none that can withstand your
power. Oh, show me herein you are my mother. Oh
Mary, conceived without sin, pray for us who have
recourse to thee (3 times). Holy Mary, I place this cause
in your hands (3 times). Say this prayer for 3 consecutive
days. You must publish it and it will be granted to you.
Thank you. -B.T.S.
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www.what?where?why?

What is this local building? Where is it located? Why is it famous? E-Mail your answer to
satimes@aol.com. Those with the correct answers will be listed in October’s issue. Prove
you’re an expert on the South Amboy/Sayreville area! (Photo By Tom Burkard)

LETTERS
Dear Tom,
As president of the South Amboy/
Sayreville Rotary, I would like to thank you
for your coverage on the “Rotary Man of the
Year.” That was a great spot in your newspaper and the picture with Mr. Ryan was wonderful. I appreciate all you have done and I
am sure that we can count on you in the future.
Joseph Kurzawski Jr.,
President South Amboy/Sayreville Rotary Club
Dear S.A. Times,
I recently attended the 6th Annual
Hoffman High School Reunion, and want to
thank the committee responsible for their
time and effort in finding a new location. The
atmosphere was wonderful and the planning
of the menu was excellent.
Although we missed a few familiar faces,
a good time was had by all those present.
I look forward to my 7th Reunion next
year at the Seabras’ Armory.
Joy Kurtz Sumski ‘54
(Formerly of South Amboy)
Cape May Court House
Hi Tom,
My sister sent me a copy of your article
about the Melrose Tunnel under Route 35. I
had forgotten all about that place and didn’t
even think it still existed. I was doing some
research about it and came by the attached
story about the Oldest Subway Tunnel in the
World and its link with South Amboy.
John Cross
(Formerly of South Amboy)
California
*The following is the excerpt which
John refers to:
“The world’s oldest subway tunnel was
constructed in 1844 by Long Island Railroad
to cover a vital section of track running through
a rapidly urbanizing stretch of what was then
the growing city of Brooklyn. Passengers
disembarked from the South Amboy, NJ
ferry at the foot of Atlantic Ave. and boarded

the train. It carried them out to the end of
Long Island, where they caught another ferry
to Connecticut, ultimately linking up with the
Boston & Providence rail line and cutting
days or weeks off travel times to Boston.”
Dear Tom,
Our congrats to the Committee for the
Hoffman School Reunion. What a wonderful affair! Your efforts paid off well! Our
table had a great time! Here’s to next year.
Sue R.
Class of ’51
P.S. Everyone I talked to said it was the
best yet!
Dear Editor,
A grateful thank you to Albert Gomolka
for his prompt answer to my letter concerning
a poem my mother had written. His reply was
helpful and his assessment of (a beautiful
expression of her feelings and a marvelous
poem) was heart-warming to me and very
much appreciated. Thank you Albert!
Ceil Gosford
Parlin
Dear Tom,
Greetings from Potsdam, NY and the
beautiful North Country of New York State.
I always enjoy reading The South AmboySayreville Times after my mother, Alice
McLaughlin, passes it along to me.
I write to correct an error identifying an
individual in a photo (The 4th of July, 1962)
on page 21 of your August issue. The right
most face in the group of men in the photo is
that of my uncle, my mom’s brother, Joe
Casey. Best wishes for continued success.
Regards,
Frank McLaughlin, Ph.D., C.T.
Distinguished Service Professor of Sociology
SUNY College at Potsdam
Potsdam, NY.
*Editors Note-Joe Casey was a nice
gentleman, who worked for the City of South
Amboy for many years, but for some reason,
everyone that I asked told me his first name
was Bill. Thanks, Dr. McLaughlin for straightening us out.
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Inspirational Words
From Father
Andrew
By Tom Burkard

Rev. Andrew Huhtanen OMV, Parochial Vicar of St. Mary’s Church for over
two months has certainly provided some
powerful sermons with plenty of meaning.
In one of his messages, he said that,
“They say that you can live for 40 days
without food, six or seven days without
water, but without hope you’re dead. You’ve
got to have hope.”
Another excellent quote from one of his
homilies, “Yesterday is history, tomorrow
is a mystery, and today, the present is a gift.”
Excellent, sermons, Father Andrew!
They really hit home for myself, and I’m
sure many other parishioners.

Communion
Breakfast-Oct. 3
St. Stanislaus Kostka Rosary Society
will hold its 23rd Annual Communion Breakfast in honor of Edna Good, Rosarian of the
Year on Sun., Oct. 3 after 9 a.m. Mass.
Menu includes scrambled eggs, baked ham,
hash brown potatoes, orange juice, cereal,
Danish, rolls, coffee, tea, and milk. Tickets
are $5 p/p. Call Carol 732-257-8854; Ann
732-254-8176; Barbara 732-254-1495;
Madeline 732-257-6510; Sonya 732-3161371 or Church office 732-254-0212.

St. Stan’s Alumni
Dinner/Dance

Poochie
Doo

ALL BREED GROOMING

149 NO. BROADWAY
SOUTH AMBOY, NJ 08879

732-525-1172

St. Stan’s Alumni Night Dinner/Dance,
celebrating 90 years, will be held on Sat.,
Oct. 9th at the School Gym on MacArthur
Ave., Sayreville. The night gets underway
with Mass at 5 p.m., followed by dinner
catered by Camelot Caterers at 6:30 p.m.,
and dancing to follow until 11 p.m. There
will be a cash bar. Tickets are $35 and are
available after Masses on Sat. night and
Sun. morning. They may also be purchased
by calling the Church Office 732-254-0212;
Debbie Samuel 732-613-0517; Bernie
Revolinsky 732-727-0082.

Craft/Flea MarketOct. 23
The Borough of Sayreville’s Office on
Aging will hold a Craft/Flea Market on Sat.,
Oct. 23 from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. at the Senior
Center, 423 Main St.
Tables are FREE to registered seniors.
Younger residents and crafters from out of
town will be charged $15 per table. If
anyone is interested, please call the Center
at 732-390-7058 or 732-390-7037.
NOVENA TO ST. ANTHONY
Oh Holy St. Anthony, gentlest of Saints, your love
for God and charity for his creatures made you worthy
when on earth to possess miraculous powers. Miracles
waited on your word, which you were ready to speak
for those in trouble or anxiety. (Make request). The
answer to my prayer may require a miracle. O gentle
and loving St. Anthony whose heart was ever full of
human sympathy, whisper my petition into the ears of
the sweet infant Jesus who loved to be folded in your
arms and the gratitude of my heart will be yours. This
novena has never been known to fail. Say Our Father,
Hail Mary and Glory Be. -BTS
PRAYER TO THE BLESSED VIRGIN
(Never known to fail) Oh, most beautiful flower of
Mt. Carmel, Fruitful vine, splendor of Heaven, blessed
Mother of the Son of God, Immaculate Virgin, assist me
in my necessity. Oh Star of the Sea, help me and show
me, herein you are my mother. Oh, Holy Mary, Mother
of God, Queen of Heaven and Earth! I humbly beseech
you from the bottom of my heart to succor me in this
necessity. There are none that can withstand your
power. Oh, show me herein you are my mother. Oh
Mary, conceived without sin, pray for us who have
recourse to thee (3 times). Holy Mary, I place this
cause in your hands (3 times). Say this prayer for 3
consecutive days. You must publish it and it will be
granted to you. Thank you. -LMC
PRAYER TO ST. JUDE
(To be said when problems arise or when one seems
to be deprived of all visible help, on far cases almost
despaired of). Most holy Apostle St. Jude, faithful servant
and friend of Jesus, the church honors and invokes you
universally as the patron of hopeless cases, of things
almost despaired of, pray for me, I am so helpless and
alone. Make use I implore you of that particular privilege
given to you, to bring visible and speedy help where help
is almost despaired of. Come to my assistance in this
great need that I may receive the consolation and help of
heaven in all my necessities, tribulations, and sufferings.,
and that I may praise God with you and all the elect
forever. I promise O Blessed St. Jude, to be ever mindful
of this great favor, to always honor you as my special and
powerful patron, and to gratefully encourage devotion to
you. Amen. Thank You St. Jude. -EP
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The Garden State Knights at their recent visit to Cooperstown, NY. Pictured (l-r) Coach
Mario Batista, Coach Ed Reagan, Joe Charmello, Jason Dondes, Luke O’Connor, Nick
McConnell, Mario Batista, Christain Geant, Joe Lunger, Chris Tereman, Dan O’Connor,
Willie Reagan, Matt Reagan, Manager Gene Reagan, Coach Ed O’Connor.

Knights Play At Cooperstown
The parents and players of the 12 year
old Garden State Knights baseball club would
like to thank everyone in our community
who helped make it possible for us to compete for a week at Cooperstown Dreams
Park in New York this past summer. Our
boys were able to spend the week with other
12 year old teams from across the country.
The memories from this week will be with
these children for the rest of their lives. It
was an incredible experience! The boys

Amboy Gardens
continued from page 9
we built one ourselves. We also played
tackle football games at the farmer’s yard up
on the hill on Macedulski Terrace.”
Virginia Stillwagon also of Amboy
Gardens, recalled when she and her husband, South Amboy Councilman, Russ
Stillwagon moved to their new home on
Pupek Road. It was in 1959, and an exciting
time. It was our second house, but our first
brand new one. We had two children at the
time, and were expecting a third. It was a
nice time! Quite a few of our neighbors in

If a contest for the best dressed/most dapper
canine at the Raritan Bay Seafood Festival,
this handsome dog would have easily
captured the blue ribbon. (Photo By Tom
Burkard)

played two games a day, and stayed together
with their coaches in the barracks and ate
together in the mess tent. They were able to
get away for a while and get into the Baseball Hall of Fame in downtown Cooperstown.
The boys were mesmerized by the baseball
memorabilia they saw. It was a once in†a
lifetime experience and was possible through
the support of local businesses and members
of our community!

✥

the development came from Jersey City.
Our neighbor Eddie Dooling was from South
Amboy, and his wife, Joan came from
Sayreville. There were all different people,
and it was nice getting to know them.”
Thanks to the great memories of Kevin
O’Connor and his mother, we can list many
of the original families in the Amboy Gardens development: Jasko Court-Caracappa;
Lave; Perez; O’Connor; Tanchyk; Nardone;
Cross; Longo; Patten. North Stevens Ave.Toye; Buskey; Sullivan. Pupek RoadHarland; Johnson; Reich; Dooling;
Stillwagon; Diem; MacNeil; Gerding;
Kardos; Cicala; Lakomski; Kaboski;
Pyonteck. Lovely Drive-Burke; Coveney;
Fox; Barna; Huryk. Barkalow Street-Splan;
Hall; Kubinak; Muller; Keegan; Radakovich;
Mignone; Clayton.
The Amboy Gardens produced many
outstanding people in all walks of life, sports,
music and much more. There are still quite
a few original homeowners and their families residing in the development.
*Do you know any other original
Amboy Gardens families that may
have been unintentionally omitted?
You may respond by e-mailing us at:
satimes@aol.com
A PRAYER FOR HEALING
Lord, you invited all who are burdened to come to
You. Allow your healing hand to heal me. Touch my
soul with Your compassion for others. Touch my heart
with Your courage and infinite love for all. Touch my
mind with Your wisdom, that my mouth may always
proclaim Your praise. Teach me to reach out to You in
my need. Help me to lead others to You by my
example. Most loving Heart of Jesus, bring me health
in body and spirit so that I may serve You with all my
strength. Touch gently this life which you have created.
Amen -T.B.
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HG Hoffman Alumni Celebrate
6th Annual Reunion at The Armory
by Susan DiGiambattista-Mattsson

The Raritan Diner as it appeared for the last time at its old location on Bordentown Ave. in
South Amboy, before being moved to New York State. (Photo Courtesy of Billy Leveille)

Memories Of The Raritan Diner
By John S. Kover

The owners of the Raritan Diner were
“Punk” Farley and “Cap” Lenahan. On my
first night from 7 p.m. to 7 a.m., I was told
my job was to pour coffee for patrons, and
sink behind the counter to wash dishes on
my knees. Next short order cook was Ray
Dexheimer, who started to break me in on
the grill. Then, another short order cook was
Walter Barnes. The daytime short order
cook was Ed Keller, steam table man-(WOR
Johnny) from Perth Amboy. They had one
of the best chefs named Joe, who retired
from the Waldorf Hotel in New York.
On Friday nights, when St. Mary’s and
Hoffman High let out from basketball games,
we sold at least 200 hamburgers, and French
fries by the truckloads! On snowy nights, we
fed the county workers all night, then at 2
a.m. all the railroad workers came in to eat.
During the South Amboy Explosion in
1950, the diner fed people coming in all
hours. When the bars closed, the bar owners
came in for breakfast. Fritz from Bayview,
Tony Abbatiello, George Brennan, Mike
Szraga, Harry Reiner, they all met at the
diner. The diner also had one arm slot
machines, and patrons stayed all night. Other
great patrons were “Soup” Coward and Max
Weiss. They were the best days working
with beautiful people.
Years later, the diner was sold to Tom

Lenahan. Ag Moore and Sue Dill were
cashiers.
Daytime short order cooks were Ray
Tice and Ted Miller. Night time was “Cigar
Mike,” Tom Collins. Bill Elliot was the
chef. “Midge” Roberts was the cleaning
man.
They were the best days. The diner
should of stayed in South Amboy, as it could
be at the park and used for a museum.
When Jim Farley and “Cap” Lenahan
died, the diner went to Tom Lenahan, who
was in the Navy. They leased it to Bill
Pappas, who at one time owned the Reo
Diner in Woodbridge. He had the Raritan
Diner for awhile, then Tom came out of the
Navy, and took the diner back. A few years
later, Tom died in Newark when the train
went off the bridge. His wife ran the diner
for a few years, until she was killed in an
accident.
Then, the diner was sold to Ed Munn,
and he kept it for a few years, then sold it to
Gene Marczak, Bill Munn’s son-in-law. That
was when Woody Allen and Mia Farrow
made a movie at the diner. The establishment was then sold to Turback, and went to
Utica, NY.
*John thank you for sharing your most
interesting memories with The SA Times
readers!

August 22, 2004 was the date as 150
alumni and guests gathered at Seabra’s Armory for the 6th Annual HHS Alumni
Reunion. We have fond memories of our
five previous years, which were hosted by
the South Amboy Boat Club, and it was a
challenge to find another location that would
be able to meet our needs. The historic
Armory, which is located on Front St. in
Perth Amboy was the perfect choice. The
banquet room was surrounded by windows
overlooking the Arthur Kill, and through the
French doors was a veranda which offered
outdoor seating for the guests as well. The
weather was beautiful, and the view of the
water and the pier provided the perfect setting for a wonderful afternoon of good
friends, good food and plenty of “Purple &
Gold” spirit. Out of state alumni and guests
traveled from as far as California, Florida
and Illinois to name just a few. We also had
the honor of hosting the Class of 1954, as
they gathered with us to celebrate a very
special milestone, their 50th class reunion.

The HHS Alumni Committee would
like to recognize the following people for
their help in making this event a success.
Many thanks to our good friend Tom
Burkhard of the SA Times for the great
publicity each year, and also for photographing the event for us. Thanks also to
Jerry Prusakowski and John Gorman of J&J
Catering for their generous donation of two
lovely door prizes. Thank you to Joni
Therkelsen as well for her very generous
door prize donation. Thank you to Bob
Eginton and Suzy Switzer-Kiefer for their
help at the event as well. The alumni committee members are: Ed Szatkowski, Lenny
Ambroziak, Roger Dowling, Frank
Starosciak, Dawn Falk-Crocetti and Susan
DiGiambattista-Mattsson.
Judging by the rave reviews from our
guests this year, it looks like we may have
started a new tradition at The Armory. We’re
looking forward to seeing everyone again in
2005. Go Guvs!

Sgt. Joe Castellano (l) of Luke A. Lovely American Legion Post 62 of South Amboy reads
a tribute to America during 9/11 ceremonies held at the Democratic family picnic at Frog
Hollow Swim Club. Mayor John T. O’Leary (r) listens intently to Castellano’s fine speech.
(Photo by Brian Stratton)
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St. Mary’s
continued from page 4

Gorczyca-Matthews
Robert & Betty Matthews of South Amboy
have announced the engagement of their
daughter, Dawn Marie Matthews, to Kevin
Scott Gorczyca, son of Margaret & Ronald
Gorczyca of South Amboy.
Ms. Matthews is a graduate of Hoffman HS
and Lincoln Tech, Edison. She is currently a
nurse in Old Bridge. Her fiancé is a graduate
of Hoffman HS. He is presently employed as
a diesel mechanic with the NJ Turnpike
Authority. The wedding will be in September
2005.

Class of ’54 Reunion
Sayreville HS Class of 1954 will hold
its 50th year class reunion on Oct. 16 from
noon until 5 p.m. at Buttonwood Manor.
For more info, contact Frances Leppig
Landis at lemieux65@msn.com or Janet
Schwartzenburg Talbot at 732-549-5783.

Auxiliary Seeks New
Members
Morgan First Aid Auxiliary is looking
for new members, at least 18 years old. The
Auxiliary’s aim is to raise funds for the
Squad. Call 732-721-5712 if interested.
For further info, call 732-721-7578.

Car Wash-Oct. 2
Cardinal McCarrick Lady Eagles girls
basketball team is holding a Car Wash
fundraiser on Sat., Oct. 2 at St. Mary’s Grammars School parking lot from 10 a.m. to 3
p.m. Rain date is Sun., Oct. 3. Cost is $5 per
wash. Come out and support the girls!
MIRACULOUS INVOCATION
TO ST. THERESA
O Glorious St. Theresa, whom Almighty God has
raised up to aid and counsel mankind, I invite your
miraculous intercession. So powerful are you in obtaining
every need of body and soul, our Holy Mother Church
proclaims you a “prodigy of miracles, the greatest Saint
of modern times.” Now I fervently beseech you to answer
my petition (mention here) and carry out your promise of
doing good upon earth of letting fall from heaven a
shower of roses, henceforth, Dear Little Flower, I will fulfill
your plea to be made known everywhere and I will never
cease to lead others to Jesus through you. Amen.
Say prayer every day for 9 days. By the 4th day ask
for a sign if prayer is to be answered between 4th and 9th
day you will se a rose in magazine, TV picture, or receive
roses, also can get a strange scent of roses in home even
if no roses present. Must promise publication. - BTS
NOVENA TO ST. ANTHONY
Oh Holy St. Anthony, gentlest of Saints, your love
for God and charity for his creatures made you worthy
when on earth to possess miraculous powers. Miracles
waited on your word, which you were ready to speak
for those in trouble or anxiety. (Make request). The
answer to my prayer may require a miracle. O gentle
and loving St. Anthony whose heart was ever full of
human sympathy, whisper my petition into the ears of
the sweet infant Jesus who loved to be folded in your
arms and the gratitude of my heart will be yours. This
novena has never been known to fail. Say Our Father,
Hail Mary and Glory Be. BTS

Wallis, Elaine Whitehead, William
Wozniak, Elaine Wright, Stanley
Zdanowicz, Margaret Zrebiec. . .
The SM ‘69’ers had plenty of nicknames, such as: Poncho, Rex, Ho, Styx,
Buck, Thumb, Weed, Moose, Fish, Bunny,
Monk, Knapper, Carp, Yinyak, Heathen,
Sock It, Trip, Piggy, Geno, Soupy, Cloud,
Pistol. . .
Sports flourished, as did school spirit,
which was at an all-time high. It seemed like
the entire school, would turn out for every
basketball game to support the talented team.
The gym was always packed, including the
balcony, and occasionally, when SM played
Hoffman, auxiliary bleachers were placed
on the stage to fit more fans. . .
Jim McCloud and Mark Bratus were
co-captains of the club that finished (21-4),
one of the best in history. McCloud was an
All-County 1st Team and All-State choice.
. .The baseball team, led by co-captains
Dennis Nardone and John Clark, overcame
all odds as the underdogs to beat St. Peter’s
the #1 team in Middlesex County, and win
the South Jersey Parochial B title. . .Nardone
was a 1st Team All-County, and All-State
third base selection. . .Senior athletes were
Bratus, McCloud, Clark, Nardone, Jerry
Henderson, Tom Burkard, Christine Creed,
James Day, Kathy Hanas, Bob Howarth, Joe
Jancola, Bob Paulukiewicz, Cynthia
Ostrowski. . .
Our senior trip was to New York City to
see the popular movie, “Romeo and Juliet,”
and then we dined at an exquisite restaurant.
. .The last day of school was a blast, as
seniors said good-bye with a rowdy, longlasting car parade around the school, blowing horns and hanging out windows and
yelling. . .”Get Back” by The Beatles with
Billy Preston was the #1 hit during our last
couple weeks of school. . .Graduation Day
was filled with mixed emotions, as the great
Class of 1969 bid farewell to many friends,
some that they’d never see again. Our two
graduation songs, both tear-jerkers, “The
Impossible Dream,” and “There’s A Place
For Us,” were very meaningful to us at the
time, and even today to some of us sentimentalists. Barbara Liyana received the
Highest Academic award. Our moment in
the sun, Graduation Day, was June 8, 1969.
Let’s take a moment to remember our
deceased classmates: Carol Cieslarczyk,
William Gundrum, Kathleen Higgins, Thomas Holton, Patricia Mezynski, Patricia
Nemeth, Kathryn Sager. God bless them. .
.
St. Mary’s Class of ’69 had many different backgrounds and cliques, yet always
pulled together, whether at school dances,
basketball games, or whatever, we all got
along. There was peace and love at St.
Mary’s High School in 1969. That year was
one of the most memorable in my life. Hardly
a day goes by when I don’t think of a friend,
classmate or great memory from ’69. Long
live St. Mary’s Class of ’69!
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your home,
home, your
your family
family
your
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EMERGENCY
SERVICE
SERVICES PROVIDED
•
•
•
•
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Pest Control
Quarterly Service
Bird Control
Odor Control
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Control
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• Tick Control
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OFF
Any Termite Job
of $500 or More
Must be Presented at Tiem of Estimate. One
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may not be combined with any other offer.
Not valid with any other offer..
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OFF
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Ant Treatment
Must be Presented at Tiem of Estimate. One
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Not valid with any other offer.

FREE
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Talkin’ Music At H.G. Hoffman Reunion
By Tom Burkard

Franny Freeman
Two former residents and outstanding
musicians, Franny Freeman, a ’69 graduate
of Hoffman High School, and currently a
Virginia resident, and Brian Brennan, a
Hoffman graduate were back in the area
recently for the H.G. Hoffman High School’s
Annual Multi-Class Reunion, and talked to
me about their favorite subject, music.
Freeman, an extremely talented lead
singer, reminisced about some of the local
legendary bands he worked with in the late
1960’s. Fran recalled fondly his glory days
with the South Amboy band known originally as The Project Six. The group included
Frankie and Billy Graff on guitars, Joey
Hessner on drums, “Skip” Buckalew on bass,
and the late Mike Conley and Freeman hammering out powerful vocals such as “Don’t
Let The Sun,” “Purple Haze,” and many
more. Fran said that this group later changed
its name to The Lovin’ Six, and he then went
on to fame in The Carltons, with leader/lead
guitarist, Joe Tanski, the now world famous
actor, Greg Evigan, who played the key-

String Band In
Concert
The Happy Days String Band will perform in concert at the Sayreville Senior
Center, Main St., Sayreville on Oct. 7 at
7:30 p.m. The event is sponsored by The
Cultural Arts Council of the Borough of
Sayreville. Admission is FREE and light
refreshments will be available. All ages are
welcome.

#1 Country Hits On
Sept. 25
1994-Third Rock From The Sun-Joe
Diffie
1982-What’s Forever For-Michael
Murphey
1978-I’ve Always Been Crazy-Waylon
Jennings
1961-Walk On By-Leroy Van Dyke
1955-I Don’t Care-Webb Pierce
1947-Smoke! Smoke! Smoke!-Tex
Williams

boards, Brian Dowling, Bert Buhler and
Eddie, the drummer. Franny said that, “I’m
still ready to sing.”
The Carltons played at many local
dances, and I recall seeing them at Christ
Church Hall, putting on great performances
during summer vacation dances.
Brennan a fabulous drummer in a band
called Tremer, currently lives in East
Brunswick and works in construction, but
still has the bug for show biz and performing
with a band. He told me that is still is
practicing hard, and hopes to get back into the
music business real soon. Tremer cut and
marketed five CD’s, which were mainly sold
at the band’s live shows. Brian also praised
South Amboy’s Mike Romeo, a guitarist for
the group Symphony X which has been on
world tour. He said that Romeo was selected
as one of the Top 100 guitarists of all-time in
“Guitar World” magazine. Best of luck to
these two great entertainers!

Brian Brennan

#1 Pop Hits On
Sept. 25
1995-Gangstas Paradise-Coolio Featuring L.V.
1981-Endless Love-Diana Ross & Lionel
Richie
1977-Best of My Love-The Emotions
1960-The Twist-Chubby Checker
1954-Hey, There
1946-To Each His Own
1937-Whispers In The Dark
ST. JUDE
May the Sacred Heart of Jesus be adored, glorified,
loved and preserved throughout the world now and
forever. Sacred Heart of Jesus have mercy on us. St.
Jude, worker of miracles, pray for us. St. Jude, helper of
the hopeless, pray for us. Say this prayer nine times a day
for nine days. It has never been known to fail. Publication
must be promised. Thank you St. Jude. -LMC
NOVENA TO ST. ANTHONY
Oh Holy St. Anthony, gentlest of Saints, your love
for God and charity for his creatures made you worthy
when on earth to possess miraculous powers. Miracles
waited on your word, which you were ready to speak
for those in trouble or anxiety. (Make request). The
answer to my prayer may require a miracle. O gentle
and loving St. Anthony whose heart was ever full of
human sympathy, whisper my petition into the ears of
the sweet infant Jesus who loved to be folded in your
arms and the gratitude of my heart will be yours. This
novena has never been known to fail. Say Our Father,
Hail Mary and Glory Be. -BTS

Big Band At Union
County Arts Center
The music of Glenn Miller endures, as
The Glenn Miller Orchestra returns to the
Union County Arts Center on Friday, Oct.
22.
Under the baton of Larry O’Brien, the
19-piece band continues to play many of the
original Miller arrangements as well as more
modern selections in the big-band style.
The entire repertoire now exceeds 1,700
compositions, keeping the band popular with
young and old.
Tickets are $28, $22, and may be purchased by calling 732-499-8226, online by
visiting the website at www.UCAC.org, or
in person at the box office located at 1601
Irving St., Rahway.

News From Dowdell
Library
This summer sparked a cluster of winners @ the Sadie Pope Dowdell Library!
The “Adult Club Read” Grand Prize
winner was Elnora Krygier, who won a
$50.00 gift certificate to Barnes and Noble
in Holmdel. Fran Clark and Joyce Horoshko
were the runners up.
The children’s summer reading program, “Discover New Trails at the Library,”
sponsored a cowboy boot decorating contest with more than 90 entries. The winners
were: Rohaa Khan, Lauren Breigle and
Gabrielle Rugel (ages 3-4), Erica Policastro,
Randy Breigle and Jake Allen (ages 5-6),
Christian Garrido, Bryan Richmond and
James Magee (ages 7-8), and KatieLynn
Roberts, Armani Garrido and Danielle
Prapuolenis (ages 9 - 12).
Just recently, Morgan Malkiewicz was
the proud winner of the library’s Dvd Drawing at the Raritan Bay Seafood Festival on
Sunday, September 12th.
Upcoming weekend events include two
children’s programs, which will take place
on Saturday, October 30th and November
20th at 2:00 p.m.; as well as the new Teen
Read Club which will meet on Saturday,
October 2, November 6th and December 4th
at 2 p.m.
So, stay tuned for upcoming events and
happenings @ your library! For a full schedule of fall programs, contact the library at
732-721-6060 or comments@dowdell.org.
The Miraculous Prayer
Dear Heart of Jesus, in the past I have asked for
many favors. This time I ask you this my special one
(mention favor). Take it, Dear Jesus, and place it within
your own broken heart, where your Father sees it.
Then, in His merciful eyes, it will become your favor, not
mine. Amen. EP
ST. JUDE
May the Sacred Heart of Jesus be adored, glorified,
loved and preserved throughout the world now and forever.
Sacred Heart of Jesus have mercy on us. St. Jude, worker
of miracles, pray for us. St. Jude, helper of the hopeless,
pray for us. Say this prayer nine times a day for nine days.
It has never been known to fail. Publication must be
promised. Thank you St. Jude. -BTS
ST. JUDE
May the Sacred Heart of Jesus be adored, glorified,
loved and preserved throughout the world now and forever.
Sacred Heart of Jesus have mercy on us. St. Jude, worker
of miracles, pray for us. St. Jude, helper of the hopeless,
pray for us. Say this prayer nine times a day for nine days.
It has never been known to fail. Publication must be
promised. Thank you St. Jude. -BTS

New Music
By Phil Rainone
R & R DJ’s 732-316-9447
Unity: The Official 2004 Olympic Games
Album (EMI)

This is much more then just a collection
of diverse songs. Artists like Lenny Kravitz,
Sting, Moby and Alice Cooper (I like his
Staples commercial), have lent their talents
to create songs of faith, hope and peace.
Besides interesting covers (Avril Lavigne
adds sweetness to Dylan’s “Knockin’ On
Heaven’s Door”), the originals cross genres
and borders with ease. EMI Music is donating at least $180,000 to UNICEF from the
proceeds. A good album for a great cause!
Jump Back-The Best of the Rolling
Stones 1971-93 (EMI)
This previously import-only “Best Of”
(18 songs-one disc), takes over where the
Stones’ first “Best Of” album “Hot Rocks,”
leaves off. This is a collection of the band’s
post-60’s singles, which is a must-have disc
featuring signature songs like “Start Me
Up,” “Angie,” and “Miss You.” Besides
“Respectable,” they also include another cut
from “Some Girls,” which is one of the best
blues/punk rock albums ever!
Patti Scialfa-23rd Street Lullaby (Columbia)
Patti has a voice like well-she has this
sultry inflection when she sings. It’s passionate like Ronnie Spector (The Ronettes),
or Lucinda Willams. It can be heartbreakingly sad, or provocatively cool. On “You
Can’t Go Back,” she and the band (Steve
Jordan-drums, Nils Lofgren-guitars, and a
few other excellent musicians), capture a
slice of New York City. The bittersweet
vibe that the city sometimes tends to give
off. Most of the songs deal with loneliness,
joy, dreams, reality (“Chelsea Ave.,”
“Rose”). Patti Scailafa has a way of opening
up her heart, revealing a deep, personal
perspective. This is one of those albums that
you can go back to time after time, and get
more from each time you hear it!
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High School Sports
(As of Sept. 18)
By Tom Burkard

Girls Soccer
Sayreville (3-0) Caileigh Giovenco,
Megan Watters, Lynn Mayer, Erin Dusko,
Kate Vasallo, Meghan Miller, Nikki
Christensen and Keeper, Jessica DaRold
have played outstanding soccer for Coach
Steve Fischer.
South Amboy (2-1) Jen Riehl, Elissa
Hyer Lauren Vanni, Mariana Cuello, Nicole
Tucka, and freshmen Kaleigh DeLucca,
Lynn Bloodgood, Katie Charmello and
Keeper Lindsay Polak have excelled.
Cardinal McCarrick (2-0) Top performers for Coach Jeff Sprague’s Lady Eagles
have been Carolina Bruschi, Sandy Black,
Rosaly Diaz, Sonia Lucas, Anne Trecolas,
Ahsley Wetzel, Jessica Nadalin, and last
year’s All-Area goalkeeper, Karen
Guszkowski.
Boys Soccer
Sayreville (2-0) Lamin Sidibeh, Alfredo
Prados, Mike Gary, Jeff Craig, Owusu, and
Goalie Larry Pokrywa, have looked good so
far. Cardinal McCarrick (3-0) Big offensive
weapons have been Conrad Symber, Dan
Ferriera, Alex Fritas, Bob Kilduff, Femmi
Igberase, Chris Szewezuk, and goalie Joe
Butewicz has been outstanding guarding the

Eagles Bow In
Opener
Monroe spoiled Coach Rich Nyers debut, as his Cardinal McCarrick football team
dropped its opener, 28-14. Quarterback,
Will Manley tossed a 90 yd. touchdown to
Mike Domenichetti, and an extra point conversion to Alex Batista. Manley also broke
loose for a 35-yd. TD run.

Sayreville Loses
Heartbreaker
Coach George Najjar’s Bombers of
Sayreville War Memorial HS, dropped a
heartbreaker in its season-opener to
Hillsborough, 13-7. Sayreville’s field goal
attempt from 8-yards out with 0:03 remaining was blocked by Hillsborough, and returned 90 yards for the game-winning touchdown as time ran out.
Despite gaining 260 yards from scrimmage as compared to Hillsborough’s 166,
the Blue & Grey could not hit pay dirt on
three trips in enemy territory. Shaune Thomas had a 3-yd. touchdown run in the second quarter, and Matt Kenny kicked the
extra point. Vinnie Otero racked up 101
yards on 16 rushes, while Thomas notched
82 yards in 14 carries.

Recent Pop Warner
Football Results
Midgets
Morgan 24 East Brunswick 0
Sayreville 20 Sayre Wood South 0
PeeWees
East Brunswick 26 Morgan 6
Sayre Wood South 21 Sayreville 18
Junior Pee Wees
East Brunswick 25 Morgan 6
Sayreville 6 Sayre Wood South 6
Mighty Mites
East Brunswick 14 Morgan 7
Sayreville 21 Sayre Wood South 0

goal.
South Amboy (0-1) Tom Szatkowski
and Greg Stefaniuk have provided some pop
in the offense recently.
Girls Tennis
South Amboy (1-2) Early season singles
winners have been Liz Gray and Michelle
Tomaszewski, while the doubles team of
Megan O’Connell & Kelly Fitzgerald have
won.
Cardinal McCarrick (0-2) No match
winners as of yet.
Sayreville (0-5) Notching victories in
doubles so far, are the teams of Nicole Hart
& Anuja Trivedi; Sonal Gandhi & Clanjie
Viernes.

McCarrick Beats
Guvs
The Eagles of Cardinal McCarrick
opened its 2004 boys soccer campaign with
a 5-2 win over cross-town rivals, the Governors of SAHS. Dan Ferriera notched 3 goals
and had 2 assists, while Conrad Symber got
2 goals. Tom Szatkowski and Greg
Stephaniuk blasted a goal apiece for South
Amboy.

Lady Eagles Top SA
Cardinal McCarrick girls soccer club
started its ’04 season with a 10-2 romp over
archrivals, South Amboy. Carolina Bruschi
had a huge game with 2 goals and 4 assists
for McCarrick. Sandy Black found the net
for 3 goals, and Sandra Lucas nailed 2.
Karen Guszkowski notched 24 saves for
McCarrick. Jen Riehl hammered in 2 first
half goals for the Purple & Gold.

Eagles Breeze By
Guvs
Cardinal McCarrick’s boys cross country team spoiled South Amboy’s seasonopener, by breezing by the Guvs, 20-43.
SA’s Kyle Dabkowski captured 1st place in
a brisk 19:13. Rounding out the next 8 spots
were the Eagles’ 2nd-Mike Castello 19:42;
3-Matt Boehler 20:31; 4-Matt Wiater 20:53;
5-Paul Conlon 21:25; 6-Rob Geant 21:38;
7-Nick Borruso 21:46; 8-Eric Weiler 22:37;
9-Mike Borruso 22:40. Greg Kasics of SA
finished 10th in 22:55.

First Aid Seeks
Members
The South Amboy First Aid & Safety
Squad is currently looking for new members.
SAFAS needs members in the Cadet
program (Ages 16-19) and also regular members (Ages 18 and up). FREE training
(required) and uniforms are provided.
To sign up or for more info, call 732721-1005. Please leave your name and
telephone number.

Melrose Seeks
Members
The Melrose Blackhawks Senior Drum
& Bugle Corps is seeking new members.
The Corp, currently celebrating its 25th
Anniversary holds rehearsals every Sunday
from 6-9 p.m. at the Civic Center, Dolan St.,
behind Borough Hall, Main St. in Sayreville.

The Central Jersey Saints, a team of 13-year old baseball players from Sayreville and Old
Bridge won the prestigious National Invitation Tournament in Rehobeth Beach, Delaware
over the summer. Pictured are Top (l-r) Coach Dan Teel, Matt Kondratyk, Tom Berardi,
George Gonzalez, Coach Bob Berardi, Joe Bongiorno, Brian Schroeder, Coach Trevor
Haughney. Bottom (l-r) Jeff Jacobs, Trevor Haughney, Mark Teel, George Chrencik, Nick
Panos.

Saints Win Delaware Tourney
By Tom Burkard

The Central Jersey Saints, a team of
talented 13-year old baseball players from
Sayreville and Old Bridge had a summer
they will never forget.
The Saints competed in the National
Invitation Tournament in Rehobeth Beach,
Del. During the week of July 25, finishing
with an (8-1) record and the championship.
They outscored opponents by a total of 7920, and in the title game, they downed Toms
River Black Sox, 8-6.
In their march to the crown, they beat
some very talented teams including the
Michigan state champs, McComb County,
who they belted, 8-2 on a 3-hitter by Tom
Berardi, and a 3-run homer by Brian
Schroeder. . . Reistertown, Md. topped
Central Jersey, 8-5, but the Saints avenged
the setback with a 5-1 triumph behind Nick
Panos, who fired 2-hit ball over 6 innings.
Matt Kondratyk excelled in relief in the 7th.

. . The Saints annihilated Walden, NY, 130 on a 1-hitter by Schroeder, who went 3for-3 at the plate with a dinger. Berardi
poked 2 doubles and Trevor Haughney
stroked 2 singles. . . Jeff Jacobs notched a
10-7 win over Savage, MD. Joe Bongiorno
went 4-for-4 and scored 4 runs. . . George
Gonzalez hurled a 4-hiter as Sayreville
topped WHC Renegades, 13-3. Berardi
homered.
Bongiorno fired an 8-0, 2-hitter over
West Milford Wolverines. Panos and
Gonzalez split 4 hits evenly. . .Berardi beat
Team New England, 8-3. Schroeder hurled
2 scoreless innings in relief. . .Schroeder
hurled 5 innings of relief for an 8-6 win over
Toms River. Panos drilled 3 hits. Berardi
blasted a triple with the bases loaded in the
4th inning. . .
The Saints are coached by Bob Berardi,
Dan Teel and Trevor Haughey. . .
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From The Sports Archives. . .

Glory Days In
Local Sports
By Tom Burkard

1946-St. Mary’s edged St.
Peter’s, 28-26 in basketball.
Reggie Carney and Dan Fuller
split 20 points evenly. . .1959Soph, hurler, Lenny Popowski
notched the victory, as
Sayreville plastered Rutgers Prep, 13-0. Tom
Michaels smashed a triple. . . 1967-Hoffman
pounded Perth Amboy St. Mary’s, 8-3 in
diamond play. Winning pitcher, Bobby
Keegan drilled 2 hits, while Curt Wood
belted a single and triple. . .1979-The
Hoffman soccer club topped East Brunswick
Tech, 2-0 on goals by Gerard Marrone and
Roy Dragotta. . .1985-Tom Lasko fired a 4hit shutout to lead Sayreville to an 8-0 triumph over East Brunswick. Chuck Frobosilo
smashed an RBI double. . .1993-Sayreville
girls soccer squad throttled J.P. Stevens, 30. Tara Brazzel, Stephanie Allocco and
Dana Feltz scored goals as the Bombers ran
their record to (4-0). . .
1946-47 – Pictured is the legendary Melrose A.A. Basketball Team. Seated (l-r) Armond
“Stilts” Stolte, Edward “Gus” Meduski, Richard Standowski, Edward Marcinczyk and Alvin
Defort. Standing (l-r) Raymond S. Dzienciol, Business Manager, Frank Marcinczyk, Steve
Makwinski and Harold Bartz.

Diamond Dust
By Tom Burkard

1964-South Amboy Little Fellas
League-Weiss Clothing 3 English Chevron
2. Larry Kurzawa was the winning pitcher
and belted a single and triple.
1964-South Amboy Softball-Progressive 12 White Eagle 0. Winning pitcher
Bob Kenny blasted a home run.
1970-Morgan AA Midget LeagueMatty’s 9 Morgan Lions 5. Ted Picchini
was the winning pitcher.
1970-SA Slow Pitch Softball-Miller’s
Deli 17 J & B Trucking 8. Jack Paro was the
winning pitcher. Ken Szatkowski was a
perfect 4-for-4 for J & B.
1972-SA Little Fellas-Progressive 7
Weiss 5. Steve Blaha ripped 2 doubles to
support winning pitcher, Dennis Kelly.
1974-SA Midget League-Cards 4
Yanks 0. Bob Leslie hammered a single and
triple.
1975-SA Girls Softball-Dodgers 13
Mets 0. Winning pitcher, Grace Hoffman
fired a brilliant 1-hitter.
1977-SA Babe Ruth League Playoffs(Semifinals) Raritan River Railroad 10 Boat
Club 1. Winning pitcher, John Inman fired
a 4-hitter and struck out 11. Tim Kelly
blasted 2 triples, and drove in 2 for RRR.

30 Years Ago. . .
Spiecker, Zaleski Set Bomber Records
1974-Sayreville quarterback, Darryl
Spiecker set a school record for a single
game by passing for 322 yards. His main
target, Hank Zaleski set a single game
reception record by hauling in 9, and also a
new mark for yards on receptions with 175.
Zaleski also had two TD’s for the Bombers.

1971-Locals In
State Baseball
Finals
South Jersey Parochial B-Gloucester
Catholic 2 St. Mary’s 1. The Eagles scored in
the first when Danny Mackay’s led off with
double to deep center, and scored on an error.
Losing pitcher, Jim Shannon had a no-hitter
for 6 innings, until the tragic 7th. He fanned
6.
Central Jersey Group IV- Sayreville 2
New Brunswick 0. Bob Szkodny notched the
victory in relief, and received plenty of support from Bill Campion with an RBI triple,
and Steve Gorrie’s RBI double.
Central Jersey Group IV-Hoffman 8
Henry Hudson 0. Lefty Gary Lange sparkled
by firing a brilliant 4-hitter while striking out
5. Ronnie Croddick blasted a 2-run triple in
the first inning, and Alfie Clark’s RBI single
upped the lead to 3-0. Joe Vigilante stroked
a 2-run single in the third to put the game out
of reach. Hoffman improved to (13-4-1),
while Lange’s mark soared to (6-1).

45 Years Ago. . .
1959-Sayreville’s All-State outfielder,
Jack Jankowski hit for the cycle including a
2-run homer to lead the Bombers to an 18-4
rout over Perth Amboy. Winning pitcher,
Jim Hockenjos belted a 2-run round-tripper.

All In The Family
Beat this one! The six Szatkowski
Brothers of South Amboy, Ed, Don, Ken,
Tom, John and Steve at one time or another
played their youth league baseball for Protection Fire Company in the South Amboy
Little Fellas League. Amazing!

1984-Morgan-Parlin
Panthers
Junior Pee Wee
Head Coach-Tom Battaglia; Asst.
Coaches-Mike Emmanuel, Nick Lordi, John
Fitzgerald, Rich Clune, Bob Tooker, Jerry
Scheider. Players-Brian Keegan, Walter
Viele, Corey Wisniewski, Michael
Parfianowicz, Charles Barclay, Nicholas
Lordi, Ronald Faiella, Scott McNerny, Scott
Mish, Joseph Mancini, Christopher Viele,
Sean McArthur, Rod McKeon, Brian
Hughes, Dennis McQuade, James Keegan,
Tiff Tooker.
Junior Pee Wee Cheerleaders
Head Coach-Peggy Bonis ; Asst. Head
Coach-Benita Knable; Coaches-Barbara A.
Fulham, Peggy Wood. Mascot-Jessica
Gonzales.
Cheerleaders-Carrie Bello, Capt.; Angela Zammit, Capt.; Nicole Birardi, CoCapt.; Jesse Lee Fraykor, Co-Capt.; Danielle
Marvel, Jennifer McQuade, Kimberly
Oshman, Jennie Rosenving, Christine
Wence, Linda Zullo, Rachal Zullo.
Pee Wee
Head Coach-Adam Devlin; Asst.
Coaches-Bob Devlin, Greg Wasnak, Jim
McArthur, Russ Hahn, Don Clune. PlayersRyan Tooker, James Aleski, Jesse Anstett,
Joe Castellano Jr., James Clune, Geoff
D’Agostino, Nicholas Emanuel, Timothy
Fischer, Robin Fraley, Keoki Gonzales,
Michael Howard, Brian Kellett, Gregory
Knable, Michael Kovalick, Brian Laniewski,
Han-Yong Lee, John Maher, David
Makowski, Sammy Mandarine, Richard
Mascali, Bryan Natusch, Chris Nieto, Robert Soltys, Jeffrey White.
Pee Wee Cheerleaders
Coaches-Beverly Gerula and Judy
Walczak. Dawn McArthur, Capt.; Kristie
Warzecka, Capt.; Heather Kall, Co-Capt.;
Nicole Kirchgessner, Melissa Mraz, Stacey
White, Clare Willshire. Mascot-Jennifer
McArthur.
Midget
Head Coach-Tony Brodniak; Asst.
Coaches-Tony Brodniak Jr., Steve Pelzynski,
Scott Mayer, Mike McSpadden.
Players-Mervyn Arana, Chris Beagan,
Rich Belotti, Tim Daley, Robert DeBiase,
Lou Emmanuel, Sean Fischer, Greg Gardner,
Henry Guzman, Rich Hubka, Brian Kehoe,
Pat Kiernan, Mike Labisi, Dave Maher, Doug
McHenry, Mike McHenry, Steve Natusch,
Dan O’Leary, Mike O’Leary, Jaime Pistilli,
Jeff Szatkowski, Robert Tooker, Randy
Tooker, Jim Wasko, Dave Wasnak, Brian
Wisniewski, Joe Riggio.
Midget Cheerleaders
Coaches-Barbara J. Fulham, Bonnie
Brewer. Captains-Jennifer Bohling and
Doreen Knable; Jennifer Anstett, Meg
D’Anella, Chrissy Hansen, Kelly Hughes,
Dawn Krofchin, Michele Macholl, Dana
Rosenberg, Cheryl Schneider.

T.H.E.
Game
By Tom Burkard

Year-1964
Sport-Baseball
Teams-Hoffman vs. St. Mary’s in City
Series action.
Recap-Governors’ Denny Wood
pitched the entire 9 innings in the extra
inning affair, and won the game with a huge
homer in the top of the 9th to give Hoffman
the 3-2 victory. The Purple & Gold took a 10 lead in the top of the 2nd on singles by
Wood and Mike Keller, but St. Mary’s
bounced back in the bottom of the inning to
tie it at 1-1 on a walk, and singles by Jay
Derent and Jimmy Hodges. Hoffman went
ahead 2-1 in the top of the third, when
freshman, Billy Clayton singled, stole second, and scored on Gary Mihok’s single.
The Saints tied it in the bottom of the 5th,
and left the bases loaded. Pete Check led off
with a single, stole second, and with one out,
Ray Selover singled him to third. Rich “Ish”
Ambroziak got an infield hit to load the
bases, and Pete Waters laced a single to
knock in Check, making it 2-2. Vince
Wisniewski then popped out to short right
field, and Selover was doubled off of third to
end the inning. The contest remained tied
until Wood led off the ninth inning, and
blasted the first pitch over the left-centerfield fence for the game-winner.
MVP-Denny Wood, Hoffman

Before Little League
In South Amboy. . .
By John Phillips

The official Little League started in
South Amboy at the time I turned 13, so I
was too old to play. Before that, we played
a lot of sandlot stuff. One section of the
town versus another. The City supplied bats
and balls. Once a year Mr. Z. (Recreation
Director John Zdanewicz) would pull together a group of All-Stars, and we would
play in the Freeholders Tournament against
other towns that did have official leagues.
We’d win a couple of games and get knocked
out. The two times I played, I think Highland Park took us out in the quarters. But,
that was it. We did not have any Babe Ruth
or Legion ball, so after Little League there
was nothing. I turned my attention to basketball and used to spend my summers up at
the Blank Tank. That was the place to play.
Guys came from all over the county to play
up there. To get picked on a team (there
were no set teams) was a sign that you were
arriving! Some of the best in the county,
both high school and college usually turned
up there to play. I would walk up Bordentown
Ave. early in the a.m., and spend the whole
day there. The “big” guys usually came by
late afternoon and then the competition
would begin and last until dark.

Sports Archives
Update
Don “Mickey” Czok, who was a baseball star for Sayreville HS in the 1940’s, and
coached the Eagles of St. Mary’s in the early
‘50’s. Now living in Vermont, and a subscriber to The SA Times, he sent us the full
names of some of the players who appeared
in last month’s team photo of the 1927
Raritan Copper Works Ingots, who won the
Middlesex County Industrial Baseball
League championship. He identified top
row (l-r) Art Spratford, Pud Stinson, Jim
Hyson, Joe Zak, Mickey “Soo” Czok (his
father), Lefty Johnson, Jay Wallace; Bottom Row (l-r) Walt Rogers, Sammy Russo,
Jay Creed, Art Seger, Phil McGuire, L.
Seger. Thank you, Don for your help!

Krug Was Final
Player
Gary Lange, told us that the only unidentified player in last month’s vintage photo
of the 1969 South Amboy Trust Company’s
Babe Ruth championship club was Joe Krug.
Where have you gone, Joe Krug?
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South Amboy’s 8 year old all-star team after winning†the Championship game in July.
Back row: (l-r)† Manager Dave Kales, Coach Walter Warzecha, Coach Gene Reagan.
Middle row: (l-r)† Alexander Banoczi, Seth Kleiman, Nicholas Kales and Brian Gay.Bottom
row:†(l-r) Tyler Olivieri, Matthew Fiorello, Daniel Murphy, Julian Munoz, Steve Herdman,
Nicholas Reagan, Keith Warzecha, Timothy Kales, Chimachi Ekekeugbor, missing from
photo: Tyler Latil and Anthony LaVigne.

Substitute Teachers Back To School At
Wanted
The Dowdell Library
The South Amboy School District has
an immediate need for substitute teachers
for the 2004-05 school year. Please inquire
at the Board of Education offices at 240
John St., South Amboy between 9 a.m. and
4 p.m. (The South Amboy Board of Education is an Equal Opportunity, Affirmative
Action Employer).

The Burden of Childhood
Backpacks
Some kids may feel the weight of the
world on their shoulders. Considering the
load many are carrying, that’s almost half
true! They are stuffed with textbooks, notebooks, papers, pencils, CD players and anything else they can think of.
After observing the children and speaking to other parents and teachers, I learned
that “pack muling” was not unusual for
children in elementary and high school. With
over 30% of school-aged children reporting
frequent backaches, it has become increasingly important to select the correct pack
and how to use it. Here are some suggestions when selecting a backpack: 1) Adjustable, wide and padded straps. 2) Thick
padding in the area that rests against the
back; and 3) Several compartments to avoid
shifting contents. The American Chiropractic Association recommends the following:
60 lb. person-5 lb. backpack; 61-75 lb.-10
lb. backpack; 100 lb.-15 lb. backpack.
As a general rule, backpacks should not
exceed 10% of your child’s body weight,
nor should a pack exceed 15% of an adult’s
weight. Books should be separated into
several compartments and heavy items
should be placed closer to the back. Be sure
to place pointed or sharp items away from
the back.
Backpacks should be worn as close to
your child’s body as possible, especially
when walking to and from school. One strap
should be worn on each shoulder so that the
weight is balanced evenly across the back.
Straps should be adjusted so that the backpack rests on the hips and pelvis with less
strain on the back muscles. If the backpack
has a waist belt, it should be fastened to ease
neck and shoulder stress. As always, an
ounce of prevention is worth a pound of
cure! Following these simple steps will ease
the stress placed on your child’s spine and
prevent future problems.

The Dowdell Library welcomes the
“back to school” season with a host of activities for children and teens. To help us do
so, the Super Librarian is visiting from the
NJ State Library during the month of September. Children and teens who stop by the
Dowdell Library from Thursday, September 16th through Saturday, September 18th
will have a chance to take a free picture with
the Super Librarian!
Storytime resumes September 22nd.
Storytime for children ages 3 through 4 will
be held on Wednesdays at 11:30 AM.
Storytime for children ages 5 through 8 will
be held Wednesdays at 3:30 PM. In-person
registration is required for both programs
and will begin Monday, September 13, 2004.
After the success of the past summer’s
Teen Book Discussion group, the Dowdell
Library will also be holding a Teen Read
Club, open to patrons ages 12 through 16.
The Teen Read Club will meet the first
Saturday of every month and will include
refreshments as well as a book discussion.
The first club meeting will be held October
2, 2004 at 2:00 pm.
For further information please contact
the Dowdell Library at 732-721-6060. All
programs are open to non-residents of South
Amboy as well.

Recipe Collection
Fundraiser Sale

World War II Living
History

St. Stan’s Home School Association
(HAS) is proud to offer a treasured collection of recipes from the family, friends and
members of the parish. This hard-covered
binder contains over 200 recipes including
appetizers, main dishes, desserts, and many
others. They are currently on sale for $15
each. For more information or to purchase
a copy, please contact Donna Malik at 732727-4352.

On Oct. 10, Cheesequake State Park
will hold a living history program on the
daily life and equipment of the World War II
soldier. Special guests from the 101st and
506th Airborne and Parachute Battalion will
re-enact this historic American Event. The
event will start at 1 p.m. in the Interpretive
Center parking lot. Open to all ages, FREE.
For more info call 732-566-3208.
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