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South Amboy-Sayreville Times “Poet Laureate,” Al Gomolka Jr. (r) was recently on a trip to
Washington, DC, representing the Middlesex County College Alumni Association, and
presented a college memento to senators Frank Lautenberg (l) and Jon Corzine (c).
Gomolka, a former Morgan resident and 1969 St. Mary’s graduate, is currently Superintendent
of Cheesequake State Park.

Jessica Kelly Hayes, 5, of Sayreville has
been chosen as a State Finalist in the
National American Miss New Jersey Pageant
to be held on Aug. 28 at the Hilton in East
Brunswick.  Jessica is the daughter of Doreen
& Joe Hayes.

Melrose
Blackhawks Win
State Title

The Melrose Blackhawks Senior Drum
& Bugle Corps has just completed a suc-
cessful spring competition season.  On May
28th, the corps won the best overall music
trophy at the Rumson Fire Department 100th
anniversary parade.  On June 5th, the corps
competed in the NJ Elks convention parade
in Wildwood and placed second in the drum
corps category, beating such corps as the
NY Skyliners, Yankee Rebels from Balti-
more, Maryland, Reilly Raiders and Archer
Epler Muskateers from Philadelphia among
others.

The Melrose Blackhawks capped the
season off by winning the NJ State Ameri-
can Legion Championship, again in Wild-
wood.

The Corps is celebrating its silver anni-
versary in 2004, and as always, is looking
for new members to join the family oriented
organization.  Rehearsals are held from 6-9
p.m. on Sunday evenings at the Civic Center
on Dolan Street behind Borough Hall in
Sayreville.  For more information, please
call 732-721-7578 or through the Blackhawks
website: melroseblackhawks.com.

South Amboy Gets
$5.8 Million

The City of South Amboy recently re-
ceived $5.8 million to build a senior apart-
ment complex on the corner of Route 35 and
Hillcrest Ave.  The low-income structure is
being funded by the Housing and Mortgage
Finance Agency’s Multi-Family Rental
Housing Program.

The housing will feature 60 one-bed-
room units and two efficiencies for seniors.
There will also be indoor community and
activity spaces for social functions, hobbies,
recreation, etc.

Myers To Retire
Sayreville Detective Sgt. Joseph Myers

will be retiring September 1 from the
Sayreville Police Dept. after serving 34 years
as policeman and 14 years as a D.A.R.E.
officer.  Myers certainly made a positive
impact on the youth of Sayreville and has
truly been a top-notch leader for the Bor-
ough of Sayreville.

“South Amboy
Night” Aug. 20

“South Amboy Night” will be held on
Friday, August 20 at Commerce Bank
Ballpark.  The South Amboy Middle/High
School Walk America Team is being hon-
ored for being the highest fundraiser for
March of Dimes in the state.  All team
members are invited to attend and be hon-
ored during the 7th inning stretch.  In addi-
tion, Octavia Zampella will be representing
South Amboy with her vocal talents.  The
home team Somerset Patriots will play the
Pennsylvania Road Warriors in a game start-
ing at 7 p.m.  Tickets are $8 for adults and $5
for children under 12 and may be purchased
at City Hall until Aug. 2.  All groups inter-
ested, call Mary Kate 732-525-5929 or
Camille 732-525-5969.

Libertarians To
Limit Campaign
Contributions

After receiving several unsolicited cam-
paign contributions from law and engineer-
ing firms, all of which were promptly re-
turned, council candidates Jeff Pawlowski
and Chris Koszalka have announced they
will limit campaign contributions to $100
per person. “Sayreville’s elections cannot
continue to be hijacked by big money and
outside influences” stated Koszalka.
Pawlowski added “We encourage the Demo-
crats and Republicans to join with us, and do
the right thing for the people of Sayreville”.

“As a public service, our website
(www.liberty123.org) will list all contribu-
tions to all campaigns in Sayreville as filed
with the New Jersey Election Commision”,
Koszalka said.

In closing, both candidates stated that,
“Contributors wanted: No lawyers, engi-
neers, or developers need apply.”

Assemblyman John S. Wisniewski an-
nounced that he was successful in securing
an additional $100,000 in extraordinary aid
for Sayreville Borough from Department of
Community Affairs Commissioner Susan
Bass Levin – bringing to $340,000 the
amount of property tax relief the borough
will receive from the state.

Sayreville had originally been slated to
receive only $100,000 in extraordinary aid
from the department – Wisniewski appealed
directly to Commissioner Levin for added
funds.

“Sayreville residents need every ad-
vantage in the fight against upwardly-spi-
raling property taxes,” said Wisniewski (D-
Sayreville).  “I explained to Commissioner
Levin the need for an even stronger commit-
ment from the state to Sayreville’s property
taxpayers to ensure continuation of vital
services without another spike in taxes.  After
reviewing Sayreville’s situation, the com-
missioner rightly agreed that the borough
needed a greater infusion of aid to help
residents.”

WISNIEWSKI SECURES $340,000 IN
PROPERTY TAX RELIEF

In addition to the $200,000 in extraor-
dinary aid, the borough also is receiving
$140,000 in homeland security police aid.

The Municipal Homeland Security Po-
lice Assistance Aid program is a new pro-
gram created to help local authorities offset
the costs of providing enhanced homeland
security.

The state budget that took effect July 1
provides a record-setting $14 billion in prop-
erty tax relief for New Jersey taxpayers.

Providing municipal aid is a vital part
of the Assembly Democratic Majority’s
overall commitment to property tax relief
and long-term reform.  Last month,
Wisniewski voted in support of the Fair and
Immediate Relief (FAIR) Plan, which pro-
vides the means for controlling skyrocket-
ing property taxes through increased rebates
for middle-class homeowners and senior
citizens, caps on municipal and school dis-
trict spending and a Constitutional Conven-
tion to create a long-term property tax fix

Ravaioli Receives
Award

Safety and Security Sgt. Jeffrey Ravaioli
of South Amboy received Raritan Bay Medi-
cal Center’s 2004 Bob Hoyt Award recently
at the 39th Annual Dinner.  The award is
given to the employee who best exemplifies
the warmth, compassion, and management
style Hoyt displayed throughout his career.

With the award, Ravaioli received a
commemorative plaque, a check for $500
and a “gold card” that entitles him to one
year of free lunches in the Medical Center’s
cafeteria or coffee shop.  Congratulations!

Bill Marshall
(Photo By Tom Burkard)

Historian Bill
Marshall Dies

By Tom Burkard
The City of South Amboy’s “Histo-

rian,” Bill Marshall died on July 13.  A
lifetime South Amboy resident, he was 84
years old.

Marshall was one of the founding mem-
bers of the South Amboy Historical Society
in 1972.  Bill was a wealth of information on
the City of South Amboy, and willingly
shared it with anyone who asked.

Ironically, I interviewed and photo-
graphed Bill almost a year ago to the date of
his passing.  I found him to be warm and
congenial, with plenty of knowledge and
memories of the town he loved so much.
Bill Marshall was truly a great man and will
really be missed by local residents.

2004 Graduations
Held

Cardinal McCarrick High School held
its graduation on June 5.  101 seniors re-
ceived their diplomas.  Alicia Dombrowski
was valedictorian, and Jeffrey Weiler, the
salutatorian.

Sayreville High School had 335 gradu-
ates at its ceremony on June 21.  The vale-
dictorian was Jennifer Smith.  The salutato-
rian was Danielle Vargas.

South Amboy High School’s gradua-
tion was held on June 17, as 65 seniors
marched down the aisle to “Pomp and Cir-
cumstance.”  Adrian Lazaro was valedicto-
rian, and Susan Dula, the salutatorian.  Con-
gratulations to all the graduates!

Classic Car Show &
Flea Market

The 5th Annual Antique & Classic Car
Show and Flea Market will be held on Au-
gust 1st, on Broadway in South Amboy.  For
more info call 732-525-8378.
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Mayor Kennedy O’Brien cuts the ribbon on the Borough of Sayreville’s new shuttle bus at
ceremonies near the Senior Center on July 15.  Councilmen Frank Makransky and Stanley
Drwal with seniors look on approvingly.  (Photo By Tom Burkard)

Borough Receives
New Bus

The Borough of Sayreville received its
much-needed new shuttle bus on July 15.
The new bus, which is part of the Borough’s
“Around the Town Loop Bus Service,” will
provide transportation to senior citizens and
person with disabilities within the borders
of Sayreville.

The new bus, which is a 2004 Ford/
Diamond shuttle is capable of accommodat-
ing 22 passengers and can be converted to
16 passengers when utilizing the two wheel-
chair positions.  Mayor Kennedy O’Brien
and Borough Council Liaison Frank
Makransky presided over Ribbon Cutting
Ceremony.  Office on Aging Director,
Loretta Albin thanked the Borough offi-
cials, Center staff, Commission on Aging
and “Planners” for their strong interest in
Senior affairs.  All were invited to stay for
celebratory cake and coffee.

Talk of The Towns
By Tom Burkard

Scholarship Winners Announced
The 2004 winners of the Timothy W.

Moglia Scholarship were South Amboy High
School’s Ashley Braun and Megan Switzer.
Congratulations!
Hole-In-One

Mary Fern Szatkowski of South Amboy
achieved the almost impossible by shooting
a hole-in-one at The Meadows of Middlesex
Golf Course on the 2nd hole (113 yards) over
water while using a 6-iron on July 10.  Her
partner was Anne Marie Cronin.  Congratu-
lations on your very rare accomplishment!
Ambroziak Graduates

Matthew L. Ambroziak graduated with
a B.S. Degree in Tele-Communications Man-
agement from the University of DeVry of
North Brunswick on June 17.  The graduate,
who is also a Troop 95 Eagle Scout is the son
of Karolina & Leonard Ambroziak of Mon-
roe Twp., and the grandson of Veronica
Ambroziak and Irene Komosinski, both of
South Amboy.  All the best wishes for the
future!
45th Wedding Anniversary

Congratulations to former South Amboy
residents, Joe & Elaine Burkard who cel-
ebrated their 45th Wedding Anniversary on
June 20th.  May God Bless you!
In Memoriam

Cynthia Walczak, 51, formerly of South
Amboy died on June 22.  “Cindy” was a
wonderful person and a fine athlete at St.
Mary’s High, where she graduated in the
Class of ’70.  Veronica Dusko, 82, of
Sayreville died on July 2.  She was a former
Democratic Committeewoman in Sayreville.
George Reick Sr., 88, of South Amboy died
on July 4.  He was a 1st Commodore of the
South Amboy Boat Club, and also a member
of the South Amboy Recreation Commis-
sion.  Thomas Ust, 58, of Morgan died on
July 16.  He was Past Commander of Luke A.
Lovely American Legion Post 62 of South
Amboy and a member of several other veter-
ans’ organizations.  He served on the naval
vessel, USS William V. Pratt and received
medals during the Vietnam War.  They will
all be truly missed but never forgotten.

Locals Graduate
School of Nursing

The Charles E. Gregory School of Nurs-
ing at Raritan Bay Medical Center awarded
diplomas to the following local residents:
South Amboy-Gloria Bonsu, Jean Straker-
Darbeau; Sayreville-Heather Muller; Parlin-
Brooke Dzieciol, Glenn Hernandez.  Con-
gratulations!

Flea Market-Aug  7
Trinity Methodist Church, 815

Bordentown Ave. will be holding an indoor/
outdoor flea market on Sat., Aug. 7 from 9
a.m. to 3 p.m.  Tables are available at $15
each.  To reserve or for more info, call the
church at 732-721-3558.

Polka Mass/Dance
Cancelled

A Polka Mass and Dance at St. Stan’s
scheduled for July 31 has been cancelled.  A
polka dance will be held in the near future.

Pleasant Little Trivia
By Tom Burkard

1. He never served as Mayor of South
Amboy?  a.Robert Casey b.Theodore
Lewandowski c. Al Jankowski

2. Commander of Luke A. Lovely Post
#62, South Amboy in 1987?  a.Robert Ryan
b.Robert Sekerak c.David Boyd

3. St. Mary’s High School Principal in
’69?  a.Sister M. Loretto b. Sister M.
Madeline c.Sister Mariann Mahon

4. Sayreville High’s Class President in
1953?  a.Robert Evanovich b.Stanley
Marcinczyk c.Charles Kolakowski

5. He was pastor of St. Stanislaus Kostka
Church in ’64?  a.Father Maciejewski
b.Father Madura c.Father McGrath

6. President of the South Amboy First
Aid in 1963?  a.Thomas Downs III b.John
Ciszewski c.Thomas Hoover

7. In 1987, he was selected Athletic
Director of Hoffman High School?
a.William Beattie b.Fred Henry c.Richard
Malik

8. In what section of Sayreville is Oak
Street located?  a.Morgan b.Sherwood For-
est c.Melrose

9.
In ’83, this bar and grill was locate on

MacArthur Ave. in Sayreville?  a.Big Ed’s
b.Kaiser’s c.The Rusty Roadster

10. President of Morgan First Aid Aux-
iliary in 1980?  a.Susan Bashante b.Patricia
Janas c.Margaret Bonis

11. President of South Amboy First Aid
in ’76?  a.Kevin Meszaros b.Robert Piskorski
c.Wilbur Schmidt

12. This tire store was located on Ernston
Road,  Parlin in 1973?  a.Michelin
b.Goodyear c.Goodrich

ST. JUDE
May the Sacred Heart of Jesus be adored, glorified,

loved and preserved throughout the world now and
forever.  Sacred Heart of Jesus have mercy on us.  St.
Jude, worker of miracles, pray for us.  St. Jude, helper of
the hopeless, pray for us.  Say this prayer nine times a day
for nine days.  It has never been known to fail.  Publication
must be promised.  Thank you St. Jude.  B.T.S.

Answers
1c 2a 3b 4a 5b 6a 7b 8c 9a 10c 11b

12b. PRAYER TO ST. RITA
Saint of the Impossible

Blessed Rita, Saint of the Impossible, I come to you
with confidence in my great need.  (Mention your
request). You were very pleasing to God on earth and
are much more so now in Heaven. I promise to you this
favor when granted, to better my life, to proclaim God’s
mercy and to make you widely known and loved.
Publication must be promised when favor is granted.
Thank you, St. Rita.  -B.T.S.
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 ★   Business of the Month  ★
S & E Transportation

ACTUAL ASPS PATIENT

Her
secret
is an
ASPS
plastic
surgeon.

Put your confidence in a plastic surgeon who is certified by
the American Board of Plastic Surgery.

Sandra J. Gatt, MD, FACS
540 Bordentown Ave., Suite 4100 • South Amboy, NJ

08879
In the South Amboy Medical Center

732-274-1500
www.sandragatt.com

• Moles   • Skin Cancer  • Wounds  • Cosmetic Surgery
• Reconstructive Surgery  • Lasers

• Also: Procedures Unique to Senior Citizens

Medicare Medical Insurance
Workman’s Compensation Visa/Mastercard

Scott MacConnell owner of S&E
Transportation located in South Amboy.
(Photo by Brian Stratton)

South Amboy Recreation Department staff and children attending the summer
park program just prior to departing on a field trip aboard one of S&E’s three
Coaches.

S&E Transportation opened their
doors (bus doors that is) on March 27,
2001.  The charter service was started
with one 49 passenger coach and today
the fleet has grown to three 49 passenger
Charter Coaches fully equipped with
restrooms, VCR’s and air-conditioning.

S&E is co-run by the husband and
wife team of Scott MacConnell (the “S”
in S&E) and Elaine MacConnell (the “E”
in S&E).  Scott and Elaine are residents of
South Amboy and they are both person-
ally and professionally involved with the
South Amboy community as well as sur-
rounding communities.

S&E runs charter trips and has pro-
vided transportation for the following
groups: South Amboy Public Schools

(class trips and sports events), Melrose
Blackhawk’s, St. Mary’s Senior Citizens,
Knights of Columbus, South Amboy Se-
nior Citizens, Bishop Ahr Theatre Club,
South Amboy Recreation Dept., and
S.A.N.D. to name a few.

They provide transportation to Atlan-
tic City and there are trips that run every
Thursday to the Showboat Casino and
Sunday to Trump Marina.  Cost of the trip
is $17 per person with $15 back in coins.
For more information on these trips you
can call 732-727-4860.

The third Wednesday of each month
the South Amboy Senior Citizens run a
trip to various casinos and the transporta-
tion is provided through S&E.  The Coach
leaves South Amboy at 9:00 am and re-
turns at 7:00 pm.  For further information
on these trips contact Mary Lou DeBlis at
732-727-7677.

The first Sunday of each month there
is a trip to Hilton Casino in Atlantic City.
The Coach departs from St. Mary’s El-
ementary School parking lot at 7:30 am
and returns by 6:00 pm.  For further infor-
mation on this trip you can contact Ginger
Quirk at 732-727-5562.

S&E is a full service luxury coach
business; they run overnight charters to
Florida, Virginia and just about every other
location.  They can provide transportation
for your group to Yankee Stadium, Shea
Stadium and more.  Weddings and Proms
have also become part of their services.

So if you need quality, reliable trans-
portation for up to 49 people give S&E
Transportation a call at 732-727-4860 or
stop by at 103B Stevens Ave. (next to S.A.
Deli) and yes the are open during con-
struction.

Pictured after a healthy workout are members of the Sayreville Senior Aerobics class.

Sayreville Seniors are no couch pota-
toes.  They spend their time on Mondays,
Wednesdays and Fridays at the Senior Cen-
ter performing high energy, low impact car-
diovascular conditioning routines, choreo-
graphed to classical music, tunes of the 50’s
and 60’s or Latin rhythm.  In addition, and
not to be outdone by the younger generation,
they recently incorporated into their work-
out the hottest fitness system today-Pilates.

Sayreville Senior Aerobic Program
By Edna Cornell

It’s a marvelous combination of movement,
stretching and breathing to gently bolster
their body’s vital foundational structure and
to ideally make their every task easier, from
walking up the stairs, playing golf or tennis,
to playing with a pet on the floor.

Shedding unwanted pounds has never
been easier.  Just ask the Sayreville Seniors.
They are all Perfect 10’s in our book!
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“I Don’t Want To Miss A Thing” by
Aerosmith was the top song in the nation,
as St. Mary’s seniors returned for their
final year in September 1998. . .

The yearbook, titled “Voices” was
dedicated to Sister Esther.  Richard Tyska
was the editor. . .Joe Russo was president
of the Senior Senate. . .

John Gloss was school principal. .
.Some of his staff included: Sister Kateri,
Sister Anastasia, Anita Lubarsky, Carol
Murray, Thomas Decker, Michelle Canella,
Gary Kuhn, and Cindy Burns. . .

The school was bustling with lots of
social happenings such as rafting in the
Lehigh River Gorge; Retreat ’99; the Christ-
mas Ball which was held on Dec. 7, 1998 at
St. Clement’s Banquet Hall; the ski trip to
Shawnee. . .

Some of the seniors selected randomly:
Manuel Palomo, Alisa Raymond, John
Kobiernicki, Alan Liu, Matthew Mendoza,
Joseph Orsini, Nicole Arce, Marissa
Beninato, George Brix, Denise Carrano,
Diana Desmond, Kristy Durski, Kathleen
Haughey, Carrie Heim, Erin Dunn, Chris-
tine Homan, Zena Ruskai, Katie Housman,
Danielle Hynes, Kevin Kelly, Jennifer
Kradenpoth, Jessica Kuchter, Stephanie
Kurilla, Malia Lyons, Marilou Masters,
Paul Matousek, Timothy McCurdy, Kevin
McGowan, Alexander Mikhina, Chelsea
Nadonley, Joseph Orsini III, Brett Owsik,
Debbie Pachucki, Rebecca Pahira, George
Szraga, Jacqueline Peck, Mark Picnic, Mary
Pitonak, Yesenia Rosario, Frank Rubino,
Christine Sause, Susan Schorneck, Michael

Yearbook-St. Mary’s 1999
By Tom Burkard

Seaman, Tara Sikorski, Caroline Semeniuk,
Italo Solano, Anthony Spinato, Jessica Szaro,
Barbara Torres, Michael Sumner, Elizabeth
Wallace, Aliana Washington, Bryant Wong,
Michael Boyd, John Dalton, Janet-Lee Ropas.
. .

Several nicknames of the ’99ers were:
Guy, Sharkey, Dooby, Nelly, Moe, Curly,
Clover, Bird. . .

St. Mary’s featured many talented senior
athletes, such as Danny Arocho, Courtney
Balon, Tom Clougher, Joseph Czimcho, John
Dalton, Nidhi Desai, Jacqueline DuBois,
Melissa Furey, Amy Hetzel, Danny
Holovacko, Robert Keene, Kenneth
Kokoszka, Michael Lyle Jr., Matt Maziano,
Ann Marie Maslowski, Jennifer Mast, Mary
McBride, Carol Neuvirth, William Parsons,
Manuel Palomo, Julia Paszkiewicz, Edwin
Perez, Chris Rall, Christopher Sandulow,
Laurie Ust, Robert Valdivieso, Matthew
Wnek, Jon Wooley.

Ricky Martin’s “Livin’ La Vida Loca”
ruled the charts at graduation time ’99. . .

St. Mary’s Class of ’99 was a pretty
excellent group of enthusiastic young people
who certainly left their lasting mark in the
school’s history. . .

Cannibals
c.1986

By Al Gomolka Jr.
Times Poet Laureate

Now is the only time
Just live for fun man
Gimme another hit
Pass the bottle yo
Party hardy dude
High’s where it’s at
Pleasure come to me
Me, myself and I
Don’t care about anyone or anything
Hedonism! Yeah!
Come on, get real
You’re only eating yourself up.

DuPont Picnic-
July 31

The DuPont 25-Year Service Club will
hold its annual picnic on Saturday, July 31
at Burke’s Park, Washington Rd., Parlin,
from noon to 5 p.m.

Hoffman Hi-Lites
By Lenn Ambroziak

As the summer time heats up so are the
responses to our HGH/HS 6th multi class
reunion.  There are a few classes who are
planning on joining us for our annual casual
“day by the bay”. Which will be held this
year†on Sun. Aug. 22. 2004 at Seabra’s
Armory on Front St., Perth Amboy NJ. The
best responses so far are from the class of
1947- 50 - 54 - 57- 62 - 67 & 1970.

If you are old enough to remember the
old Weiss’s Clothing manufacturing / retail
bldg. on Bordentown Ave. Well - Ms. Claire
Weiss - Goldstein C/o 1950 who’s family
founded that business after fleeing war- torn
Hungary. Who now is residing in†the San
Francisco bay area is trying to pull her
class together for our party. If case you
need to contact her by email she’s
Jayclaire@webtv.net - She’s has a great
alumni spirit and regard for her little old
town. There’s still time to join us and send
in your checks to Ms. Susan Mattsson,
241 Cindy St. Old Bridge NJ 08857. The
cost is $35 pp until Aug 12, and then goes to
$45pp for the last minute crowd !!! A dinner
buffet and drinks are included with optional
courtesy bus transportation leaving from
SA Muncipal Bldg parking lot at @12:30
and returning at 7pm. Please call Ed Shots
for more info - 732-727-2310.  There also
will be flyers available at the SA Senior
Center and FoodTown.

PRAYER TO THE BLESSED VIRGIN
(Never known to fail)  Oh, most beautiful flower of Mt.

Carmel, Fruitful vine, splendor of Heaven, blessed
Mother of the Son of God, Immaculate Virgin, assist me
in my necessity.  Oh Star of the Sea, help me and show
me, herein  you are my mother.  Oh, Holy Mary, Mother
of God, Queen of Heaven and Earth!  I humbly beseech
you from the bottom of my heart to succor me in this
necessity.  There are none that can withstand your
power.  Oh, show me herein you are my mother.  Oh
Mary, conceived without sin, pray for us who have
recourse to thee (3 times).  Holy Mary, I place this cause
in your hands (3 times).  Say this prayer for 3 consecutive
days.  You must publish  it and it will be granted to you.
Thank you.  -B.T.S.

MIRACULOUS INVOCATION
TO ST. THERESA

O Glorious St. Therea, whom Almighty God has
raised up to aid and counsel mankind, I invite your
miraculous intercession. So powerful are you in
obtaining every need of body and soul, our Holy Mother
Church proclaims you a “prodigy of miracles, the greatest
Saint of modern times.” Now I fervently beseech you to
answer my petition (mention here) and carry out your
promise of doing good upon earth of letting fall from
heaven a shower of roses, henceforth,  Dear Little
Flower, I will fulfill your plea to be made known
everywhere and I will never cease to lead others to
Jesus through you. Amen-.G.J.K.

PRAYER TO THE BLESSED VIRGIN
(Never known to fail)  Oh, most beautiful flower of Mt.

Carmel, Fruitful vine, splendor of Heaven, blessed Mother
of the Son of God, Immaculate Virgin, assist me in my
necessity.  Oh Star of the Sea, help me and show me,
herein  you are my mother.  Oh, Holy Mary, Mother of
God, Queen of Heaven and Earth!  I humbly beseech you
from the bottom of my heart to succor me in this necessity.
There are none that can withstand your power.  Oh, show
me herein you are my mother.  Oh Mary, conceived
without sin, pray for us who have recourse to thee (3
times).  Holy Mary, I place this cause in your hands (3
times).  Say this prayer for 3 consecutive days.  You must
publish  it and it will be granted to you.  Thank you.  -M.M.

PRAYER TO THE BLESSED VIRGIN
(Never known to fail)  Oh, most beautiful flower of

Mt. Carmel, Fruitful vine, splendor of Heaven, blessed
Mother of the Son of God, Immaculate Virgin, assist
me in my necessity.  Oh Star of the Sea, help me and
show me, herein  you are my mother.  Oh, Holy Mary,
Mother of God, Queen of Heaven and Earth!  I humbly
beseech you from the bottom of my heart to succor me
in this necessity.  There are none that can withstand
your power.  Oh, show me herein you are my mother.
Oh Mary, conceived without sin, pray for us who have
recourse to thee (3 times).  Holy Mary, I place this
cause in your hands (3 times).  Say this prayer for 3
consecutive days.  You must publish  it and it will be
granted to you.  Thank you.  -H.D.

MIRACULOUS INVOCATION
TO ST. THERESA

O Glorious St. Therea, whom Almighty God has
raised up to aid and counsel mankind, I invite your
miraculous intercession. So powerful are you in obtaining
every need of body and soul, our Holy Mother Church
proclaims you a “prodigy of miracles, the greatest Saint
of modern times.” Now I fervently beseech you to answer
my petition (mention here) and carry out your promise of
doing good upon earth of letting fall from heaven a
shower of roses, henceforth,  Dear Little Flower, I will
fulfill your plea to be made known everywhere and I will
never cease to lead others to Jesus through you. Amen-
.E.P.
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732-721-9093

732-721-0137

• Money Orders
• All Utility Bills

"Serving The Community Over 100 Years"

For All Your Health Care Needs

Peterson Pharmacy

Now accepting payments for gas, electric, cable & others

• Film Developing
• Greeting Cards

• Money Grams
• Fax

• Medical/Surgical Supplies

FREE Delivery for Senior Citizens
132 North Broadway

South Amboy, NJ 08879

J.J. Harrigan & Co. Inc
Realtors

980 ROUTE 9, SAYREVILLE, NJ
Mailing Address:  PO Box 37, South Amboy, NJ 08879

Bus: 732-721-7500 Res: 732-721-6743
Voice Mail: Ext. 12 Fax: 732-721-4095

PATRICK J. ROCK, JR.
Real Estate Sales Representative

OIL TANKOIL TANK
REMOVERSREMOVERS

• TANK REMOVAL • INSTALLATION

• TANK TESTING • SANDFILL

• ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES

ADVANCED
SITE
IMPROVEMENTASI

(732)

566-0281

Fishing Flashes
By Teo “Weebles” Weber

Salt Water
Fluke fishing in the bay and ocean

mostly is real good.  They are catching a lot
of fish, but very few keepers due to that
stringent 16 1/2 size limit.  Its particularly
good in the ocean, even surf fishermen are
catching more than just a few.  I tried it
myself in a motor skiff out of Atlantic High-
lands the 2nd week of July.  Outside of a few
half hearted bites, a time limitation and
sloppy conditions, these close by areas pro-
duced nothing for me.  I have heard of a good
number of 5 and 6 pound fish, and another
11 pound fish.  Party boat bluefish is as good
as it gets.  Large numbers of 5-12 pound
bluefish are nailing bait and jigs.  The first
bonito have already been caught.  Bottom
fishing is mostly sea bass, but now that the
porgie season opened on July 1, many good
size, medium porgies are being caught in-
side the bay and may be worth trying for.
Some are large going over 13 inches and
weighing over a pound.  Striped bass are still
around in the surf, and bay, but that fishing
has slowed up.  Kingfish are in the surf at the
LBI area.
Fresh Water

I tried trout fishing in the Pequest after
stocking ended the 2nd and 3rd week of
June.  The first time, both my wife and I
limited out with 4 apiece.  The second week
there I caught the old limit of 6 releasing 2.
Largest fish was a rainbow close to 14
inches.  I went with a friend in early July
during the hot weather and fished the Black
River area near Chester.  The result was one
11-inch brown trout and a bunch of sunfish.
When its not too hot, normal summer action
is taking place on all kinds of fish in the
entire state.

Vendors/Crafters
Sought

Vendors and crafters are being sought
to participate in Sayreville Community Day,
Sun., Oct. 17 at Sayreville War Memorial
HS from 10 a.m.-4 p.m.  If interested call
732-390-7070 and leave message or e-mail
Pattiann812@aol.com.

Obituaries
Cackowski, Stanley “Chick,” 90, of

Sayreville died on June 17.
DeAngelo, Rose, 86, of Parlin died on

July 17.
Dusko, Veronica E., 82, of Sayreville

died on July 2.
Egan, Michael J., 69, of South Amboy

died on June 26.
Haag, Violet “Bobbie,” formerly of

Sayreville died on July 14.
Krzyzkowski, Raymond “Butch,” of

Parlin died on July 19.
Marshall, William G., 84, of South

Amboy died on July 13.
McLachlan, Harry, 75, formerly of

Parlin died on June 24.
Mehes, Andrew, 76, of Sayreville died

on July 17.
Meyers, Walter S., 76, of South Amboy

died on July 5.
Neves, Frances L. Smith O’Neill, 89, of

South Amboy died on June 26.
Pawelek, Mary J. Prysak, 88, of

Sayreville July 10.
Porchinski, Anna Morzek, 90, of Parlin

died on July 4.
Skorka, Mary, 85, of Sayreville died on

June 24.
Suminski, Mary M., 102, of South

Amboy died on July 16.
Reick, George J. Sr., 88, of South

Amboy died on July 4.
Soccodato, Patricia A., 59, of Sayreville

died on July 15.
Troyano, Charlotte Kelly, 89, of South

Amboy died on June 25.
Ust, Thomas J., 58, of Morgan died on

July 16.
Wagner, Alfred, 91, of Parlin died on

July 18.
Walczak, Cynthia M., 51, formerly of

South Amboy died on June 22.
Worden, Ramon “Ray,” 76, of Parlin

died on June 27.
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Summer Picnic-This photo was taken in the 1960’s at a picnic held at South Amboy Water
Works for Sayreville Council candidates, Stanley Mroczkowski and Richard Gaul.  Taking
a break from a fun game of bingo are Standing (l), Gerry Mroczkowski; Seated (l-r) Janice
Dzienciol, Mary Sotak, Catherine Ciszewski, Dot Wegrzyn, ?, Jenny Chrzascz, Annie,
Charlotte Sapoznak, Flo McDermott, Lillian Andrejewski, Dot Gomolka.  Seated (r) Ray
Dzienciol, Barbara Fabiszewski, Barbara Dzienciol.  Standing (r) Agnes Dzienciol.

The following is a collection of some
random thoughts and memories of those
summer days, when we were growing up,
way back in the 60’s:

Playing 4 to 6 Whiffle Ball games a day
(9 innings each), and or “Steammin’ In”
with a sponge ball or Spalding “pinky.”and
a baseball bat. . . For a change of pace, we’d
play “Curb ball” out in the street. . .How
about those summer reading lists for school?
Classic selection such as, “Tom Sawyer,”
“White Fang,” “Call of the Wild,” etc. .
.Remember Huckleberry (Blueberry) pick-
ing in the many different local wooded ar-
eas?. . .Swimming at the South Amboy
Beach (where I met Jellyfish for the first
time, ouch!), Morgan Beach, Duck’s Nest in
Sayreville. . .Crabbing and fishing at the SA
Coal Docks, and Morgan Creek. . .Those
hot, sleepless summer nights with no air
conditioning (just the small screens in the
windows). . .Trips to “The Frog Pond” in
Melrose (between the Parkway and Pearl
Motel). . .The horrors of the Viet Nam War
every night on the news. . Walks to the Dairy
Maid (on Washington Rd. in Parlin) for ice
cream or milkshakes. . Day trips to Perth
Amboy on the Marathon buses, with none
other than “Red” Wilson driving.  Our main
store was Stan Morris’ Melody Shop, where
we bought the top 45 records of the day. .
Getting our hair cuts at Bob’s Barber Shop
on Main St. . .Those great TV shows (too
many to mention). . .Riding and racing our
bikes down Wilmont St. . Putting baseball
cards in our bicycle spokes for the motor-
cycle sound effects. . .The race riots in Perth
Amboy. . .Little League/Babe Ruth League
trips to Yankee Stadium. . Band practices on
the side porch of my house, then baseball
practice or games right after. . Going to
Prasnal’s, Joe Smoke’s, and Janas’ stores to
buy baseball cards. .

Playing our own version of “Name That
Tune” by humming or whistling songs on
my front porch in the evening. . .Listening to
45 hit records on a small record player on the
porch. . .Trying to start our own summer
baseball league at the Scott Avenue field.

Summer Memories From The 1960’s
By Tom Burkard

The teams were Mechanicsville, Melrose,
and Amshore Homes, and we probably
played 2 or 3 games, but we organized it!. .
. Block dances. . .Summer C.Y.O. dances at
Sacred Heart Hall.  (Slow dancing to Carl
Scott & The Jades playing “What Time Is
It?”). . .Catching lady bugs and grasshop-
pers off of the rose bushes, and lightning
bugs (fireflies) at night. . Flipping baseball
cards (No one cared if they were bent or
scratched). . .Day trips to Freedomland;
Palisades Park; Keansburg; Asbury Park;
Seaside Heights. . .Summer recreation pro-
grams in local parks with counselors (Arts &
Crafts). . .Trips to big league ballgames (if
you were lucky like us to have adults, Walt
& Ken Rogers to drive). . Playing in the
games in the local Youth Leagues. . .The
U.S. Navy ships in the Raritan Bay during
“Salt Water Day.”. .The Good Humor man;
Johnny The Ice Cream Man; The Italian Ice
Man; Mr. Softee, all coming around to sell
their sweet treats. . .The great Little League
picnics at South Amboy Water Works at the
end of the season.  (Time to turn in your
uniforms). . “Christmas In July” in the
Raritan Bay. . Playing baseball at Pappa’s
Field on Wilmont & Alpine Streets.  (The
field was mostly “sugar” sand as we called
it, actually white beach sand. . .Our rare trips
(Thanks, Stella) when we were lucky to go
to Sandy Hook for a day at the beach. .
.Going to an occasional movie at Perth
Amboy’s Majestic or Royal theaters.  I’ll
never forget seeing “Safe At Home” with
Mantle & Maris in ’62 at the Majestic, and
also a Halloween Spectacular Show there. .
.Our first job in high school (Counting traf-
fic). . .Frog Hollow Swim & Tennis Club for
many kids (Unfortunately not me). . . Throngs
of cars going to South Amboy landfill to
watch the 4th of July fireworks by the Bay.
. .The Sportsmen’s Show in Perth Amboy
(Meeting big leaguer, Don Newcombe, and
boxer Joey Archer- thanks Gene Sprague
for taking us). . Going to the South Amboy
Water Works to fish, catch turtles, frogs and
snakes. . . How about those big trucks that

Continued on Page ???
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(located just south of Fun Time America)

• Offering Pre-Owned Cars, Trucks & SUV’s

• We also have in stock and access to all
makes & models of off lease vehicles.

• Bank and C.U. financing available.

• All vehicles guaranteed 100% with extended
warranties available.

• We are in the same location for over 25
years.

Present this ad
for

3-Month Warranty
 withthe purchase of a vehicle

M & R
Lic. #11202

Plumbing & Heating Service, Inc.

SEWER CLEANING • BOILERS • WATER HEATERS
FREE ESTIMATES

16 Birch Terrace

(732) 525-8011 Parlin, New Jersey 08859

?

(732) 721-1166

360 Main Street
South Amboy, NJ 08879

Bus Trip-August 25
The South Amboy Senior Center will

sponsor a Bus Trip to Mt. Haven County
Resort, Milford, Pennsylvania for a Country
Hoe-Down on Wed., Aug. 25.

Experience the country feeling of sum-
mer in the beautiful climate controlled, glass-
enclosed garden & skylight rooms.  Plus
indoor & outdoor activities.  Prizes for best
country attire, line dancing & more.

Price is $45 per person and includes
breakfast buffet, indoor & outdoor activi-
ties, live entertainment, gift shop & bou-
tique, dinner buffet and 4-hour open bar.
For more information call 732-727-7677.

Somethin’ To Think
About

By Bill McAndrew
*Why is “phonics” not spelled the way

it sounds?  *If work is so terrific, why do
they have to pay you to do it?  *How come
abbreviated is such a long word?  *Why
doesn’t glue stick to the inside of the bottle?
Why do they call it a TV set when you only
have one?  Why do we wash bath towels?
Aren’t we clean when we use them?

Golf Outing-Oct. 9
The Cardinal McCarrick Touchdown

Club will hold its Annual Golf Outing on
Oct. 9 at Bunker Hill, South Brunswick.
The price is $99 per person and includes
golf, cart, prizes & refreshments, beer, soda,
& grilled food at course dinner, buffet to
follow at the Ancient Order of Hibernians
(corner of Stevens Ave. & Second St., South
Amboy)  $20 price for just dinner.  Hole
sponsors are being sought at a price of $200
per sponsor.  For more information, contact
Mickey Gross at 732-721-5031 or the De-
velopment Office 732-721-0748, ext. 5.

NOVENA TO MARY, QUEEN OF ALL HEARTS
O Mary, Queen of all hearts, Advocate of the most

hopeless cases; Mother most pure, most
compassionate; Mother of divine love, full of divine
light, we confide to thy care the favors we ask of thee
today.  Consider our misery, our tears, our interior
trials and sufferings! We know that thou canst help us
through the merits of they Divine Son, Jesus.  We
promise, if our prayers are heard, to spread thy glory,
by making thee known under the title of MARY, QUEEN
OF ALL HEARTS Queen of the Universe.  Grant, we
beseech thee, hear our prayers at thine altar, where
every day thou givest so many proofs of thy love and
power to heal both body and soul.  We hope against all
hope: Ask Jesus to cure us, pardon us, and grant us
final perseverance.  O Mary, Queen of All Hearts, cure
us, we have confidence in Thee. (3 times).  Go to
confession, receive Holy Communion, and recite this
prayer for 9 consecutive days.  Thank you. K.A.M.B.

PRAYER TO ST. JUDE
(To be said when problems arise or when one seems

to be deprived of all visible help, on far cases almost
despaired of). Most holy Apostle St. Jude, faithful servant
and friend of Jesus, the church honors and invokes you
universally as the patron of hopeless cases, of things
almost despaired of, pray for me, I am so helpless and
alone. Make use I implore you of that particular privilege
given to you, to bring visible and speedy help where help
is almost despaired of. Come to my assistance in this
great need that I may receive the consolation and help of
heaven in all my necessities, tribulations, and sufferings.,
and that I may praise God with you and all the elect
forever.  I promise O Blessed St. Jude, to be ever mindful
of this great favor, to always honor you as my special and
powerful patron, and to gratefully encourage devotion to
you. Amen.  Thank You St. Jude. -B.T.S.

ST. JUDE
May the Sacred Heart of Jesus be adored, glorified,

loved and preserved throughout the world now and
forever.  Sacred Heart of Jesus have mercy on us.  St.
Jude, worker of miracles, pray for us.  St. Jude, helper of
the hopeless, pray for us.  Say this prayer nine times a day
for nine days.  It has never been known to fail.  Publication
must be promised.  Thank you St. Jude.  B.T.S.

“Primary News”
St. Mary Elementary School, 301 Sec-

ond St., South Amboy has openings in the
Pre-Kindergarten and Kindergarten classes
for the 2004-05 school year.

Pre-Kindergarten Class-Children must
be 4 years old by Oct. 31, 2004.  The class
meets Mon.-Fri, 8 a.m. to 1:45 p.m.  The
purpose of Pre-K is to prepare children for
elementary school.

Kindergarten-The Kindergarten pro-
gram is a full day (7:50 a.m.-2:15 p.m.)
program.  Students must be 5 years old by
Oct. 31, 2004.

Pre-K and Kindergarten students may
also attend the Childwatch Program for an
additional fee.  The Childwatch Program
provides supervision for the school children
from 7 a.m. until the beginning of the school
day and supervision at the end of the school
day until 6 p.m.  For more info and applica-
tions, call the school office at 732-721-
1514, Mon.-Fri. 9 a.m.-noon.
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Poochie
Doo

ALL BREED GROOMING

149 NO. BROADWAY
SOUTH AMBOY, NJ 08879

732-525-1172
Dowdell Library to
hold Silent Auction

From its inception in 1986, the Friends of
the Dowdell Library have raised thousands of
dollars on behalf of the library, and on Satur-
day, September 18th, they will be hosting a
Silent Auction Reception with South Amboy
Mayor John T. O’Leary honoring them as
Master of Ceremonies.  Refreshments and
previewing of auction items will begin at 6:00
p.m. with the Silent Auction officially opening
at 7:00 p.m.

Local corporations, businesses and indi-
viduals will be donating products and services
in an effort to support the library.   Donations
will be acknowledged in the Silent Auction
Guide, individual Bid Sheets, on the library’s
web site, as well as visibly promoted in the
local newspapers.

Donations will include items such as:
specialty baskets, works of art or framed mir-
rors, wine, entertainment media, gift certifi-
cates or cash donations, hand crafted items,
sports gear or bicycles, home decorating items,
exciting travel and hotel packages, flowers or
plants, laptop computers or PDAs, gourmet
chocolates, bakery items, digital cameras or
jewelry.

How Does A Silent Auction Work? On
the night of the Silent Auction, when an item
catches your eye, just write the bid on the Bid
Sheet in front of the item.  If no one bids higher
than you do, the item will be yours.

So, save the date - September 18th!  For
more information, please contact Elaine Gaber,
Director, or Margaret Schweiger, President of
the Friends of the Dowdell Library, at 732-
721-6060 or egaber@dowdell.org.

Our Lady of
Victories Carnival

Our Lady of Victories Parish Carnival
will be held from Aug. 4-7 on the parish
grounds on Main St. in Sayreville.  On
Wed., Aug. 4 and Thurs., Aug. 5, the carni-
val will run from 6-10 p.m.  The hours on
Fri., Aug. 6 are from 6-11 p.m.  On Sat.,
Aug. 7, from 5-11 p.m.  The carnival will
offer delicious food at the food court, in-
cluding ethnic dishes such as kielbasa and
sauerkraut, pierogies, and sausage and pep-
pers, in addition to the Seafood Garden and
the Philippine Barbecue, and the Beer Gar-
den.

Entertainment will be provided nightly.
DJ Mushie will provide music each night
along with other entertainment.  On Wed.
night, Patty Daly will have a sing-a-long
with the Summer Bible Camp singers.  On
Thurs, John Walsh will be featured.  JoAnn
and Joe Walter will be featured on Fri.
evening.  Saturday night’s entertainment
will be provided by Sunset Boulevard.

 Alumni Night will be on Friday.
Alumni should sign up at the alumni booth.
Prizes will be awarded throughout the night
for alumni. Wheels of chance will be fea-
tured nightly for adults.  Exciting rides will
be available throughout the carnival.  There
will be a nightly 50/50 along with a Super
50/50 which will be drawn on Saturday
night. Bring the entire family for a fun-filled
experience.

Surgeon Opens
Practice In
Sayreville

Jennifer R. Syrek, MD, has set up her
shingle at 53 Main St., Sayreville.  She is the
only vascular surgeon stationed in the Bor-
ough of Sayreville.

“There is a great need for my services in
Sayreville, and I am pleased to be serving
the community, said Syrek, who is affiliated
with both the Perth Amboy and Old Bridge
divisions of Raritan Bay Medical Center.  “I
hope the people of Sayreville entrust me
with their care.  I certainly plan to be in town
for many, many years.”

Dr. Syrek is board certified in both
general and vascular surgery, and is a fellow
of the American College of Surgeons.  For
appointments, call 732-249-0360.

Volunteers Needed
The City of South Amboy is seeking

volunteers for its 2004 Raritan Bay Seafood
Festival.  Anyone who is able to lend a hand
on Sunday, Sept. 12 or the raindate of Sept. 19
should call Camille Tooker at 732-525-5969.
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The Scanlon Family of First Aiders are (l-r)
John, Joe and Kelly.  (Photo By Clem
Skarzynski).

Father, Son and Daughter
First Aiders Total 79 Years of Community Service

By Clem Skarzynski
Volunteerism definitely begins at home

with this family it all began around January of
1970 when 37 year old Morgan resident Joe
Scanlon decided to become a member of his
local First Aid Squad. Three months prior, in
November of 1969, the Morgan First Aid
Squad began its’ operations and service to its’
community, housed in a two small car garage
opposite Connie’s Bar and Grill on the north-
bound side of Rt. 35 in Morgan. The

Morgan First Aid Squad was actually a
“branch” of the Sayreville First Aid Squad, to
cover the southern ends of the boro, and all
territory east of Rt. 9, including the Garden
State Parkway between exits 122 and 127,
which it still does today. According to Joe,
the Squad’s first membership consisted of 12
members, with 1 Cadillac ambulance and 1
small crash truck. Shortly after, the Morgan
resident and nite club owner Mr. “Blackie”
Meszaros provided a larger area for the squad
to store their rigs at the site of the original
Mel’s Lounge and Bachelors III nite clubs,
now the Club Abyss on Rt. 35 north. With the
squad getting bigger, Mr. Mezzaros decided
to move the squad to the corner of his club’s
parking lot (it’s current location).

During the move, Joe Scanlon remem-
bers, Mr. Mezzaros had a concrete pad put in,
walls erected, and “removed the roof from
the original squad building and had it placed
on top of the new garage.” Around 1979, then
boro Mayor John Czernikowski was “visit-
ing the squad,” recalls Joe, “the Mayor would
use the restroom and the toilet backed up,
soaking the mayor Boy, was he mad!” Need-
less to say, the squad had a new 4 bay home
soon afterwards. Joe still recalls his very first
call for aid with the squad. “It was to remove
a ring stuck on a resident’s pinky finger.”
Listening to Joe recall his tenure with the
Squad was amazing  “I remember when there
were directional traffic lights on the Edison
Bridge which allowed traffic to flow in north

and south bound lanes; when troopers
switched the green and red lights for the
evening rush, there would be numerous head-
on collisions.” Not all memories were of bad
accidents, however. Some enjoyable moments
were when Joe delivered his first baby at the
South Amboy Hospital’s maternity Ward.
Also, when working the memorable Her-
cules explosion of the early 70’s with
Sayreville resident Gary Scepanik, Scanlon
remembers running at least a half dozen trips
to the South Amboy Hospital all night long
with victims, Joe remembered delivering his
second baby at 5 a.m., and the new mom was
the wife of a Squad member! Talk about the
ups and downs of being a first aider!

Then in 1981, the second spoke in the
Wheel of Scanlon Volunteers came into play
when Joe’s son John became a member at the
age of 17. Wait it’s not over yet Soon to
follow in the footsteps was Joe’s daughter,
Kelly, who in 1982 at age 16 became the third
spoke in the ever turning Scanlon family
wheel. Both John and Kelly began their first
aid careers as cadets then moved up to proba-
tionary status for 6 months, then finally got
installed as regulars. When dad Joe began,
the squad averaged 30-40 calls a month –
according to John and Kelly, that average
today stands at about 165-170 calls a month:
quite a difference in an ever growing commu-
nity. John and Kelly also stated that EMT
training has become quite rigorous with the
re-certification every 3 years, and re-certifi-
cation of CPR certificates every 2 years. As
far as members duties are concerned, Kelly
noted that each individual had special duties
or tasks depending on their membership sta-
tus: cadets, regular, and part timers all have
different jobs ranging from vehicle/rig clean-
ing, restocking supplies, overnight duty, and
fund drives, just to name a few. All three
members noted that there is only a 30-33%
return on their fund drive, which is held only

once a year. With the size of the populates
area the squad covers, only 33% of the public
donating makes it difficult for the squad to
maintain its membership. Joe states, “Years
ago, lots of boro residents worked 3 shifts, so
volunteers were available to cover the daily
load, but now, people are working 2 jobs,
spouses are working, so it’s tough to get
coverage. This problem applies to all non-
paid volunteer squads.” hroughout Joe’s 34
years at the squad, he’s held all ranks from
driver to Captain to President, and is cur-
rently the squad’s recording secretary. The
same goes for Kelly, a member for 22 years,
and John, 23 years. With Kelly presently on
the Board of Trustees and John as the Chief
Driver, all of the Scanlons currently hold
positions in the squad. Of course the obvious
question I had to ask them all was, “What
makes you do this? The hours, the work,
everything!?”

Joe: “I’m just afraid no one else will
answer a call.”

Kelly: “I enjoy saving lives – it’s a
special feeling of satisfaction.”

John: “It’s in your blood. As Kelly said,
it’s a certain satisfaction.”No one can argue
those reasons, and I have to admit that all
three of them inspired me to feel like I should
have been out there helping with them!

During the interview, Joe, Kelly, and
John all reminded one another of certain
accidents, disasters, and calls that they’ve
gone to over the years. For all of them, the
1999 Christmas Eve Parkway bus crash was
at the top of the list, and Kelly was especially
“mad” about that one: she was stuck in 3
hours of traffic coming home from work
trying to get there to help! While all 3 agreed
that the future of volunteer first aid and fire
squads is fading because more people are
applying for paid positions. “The doors at the
squad headquarters are always open to new
first aiders and volunteers,” Joe says. It’s

time consuming hard work with all kinds of
crazy hours, training, training, and more train-
ing, with no pay or stipend. But the rewards
of helping save a life, and perhaps even
bringing a new life into this world, are defi-
nitely priceless. So if any readers out there are
inspired by this interview and want to join the
“elite”, stop by the squad’s building and say
hello to Kelly, Joe, John, or call John Scanlon
at (732)-525-1654. To Joe, Kelly, and John,
I say thanks for taking time out of your busy
schedule to speak with me, and a sincere
thank you for being there when you’re needed
most. Remember, your local first aid and fire
squads in South Amboy and Sayreville rely
heavily on your contributions to exist and be
there when you need them, so remember
them during their fund drives.
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The Melrose Tunnel, pictured near its
entrance on the Ridgeway Avenue side of
Highway 35.  (Photo By Tom Burkard)

This is a shot of the Oak Street entrance to
the Melrose Tunnel.  (Photo By Tom Burkard)

The Melrose Tunnel
By Tom Burkard

Does anyone out there know where the
Melrose Tunnel is located?  How many read-
ers have actually walked through it?  The
tunnel, which was built in 1942, runs under
Route 35 from Oak Street on the Melrose side
to Ridgeway Avenue (going towards the South
Amboy side).

Many people would use the highway as
a shortcut on their trips from Melrose to
South Amboy, and after the Edison Bridge
was built, an influx of Route 35 traffic made
crossing conditions dangerous to residents.
The state of New Jersey decided to build the
tunnel in ’42 as a safety measure for the
locals.

I can remember as a youngster in the
‘60’s, venturing on summer hikes to Melrose
and going through the tunnel, and to us, it was
a pretty cool experience at the time.  Occa-
sionally, we would use it as a short cut to the
old Frog Pond which was the scene of much
boyhood exploration and fun, or when we
went to play baseball games at the Dutch Boy
Tank with our good friends from Melrose.
Afterwards, we would go to Georgette’s and
of course, played the great baseball machine
game.

Other locals were kind enough to share
their memories of the tunnel:

Fran Fee-”We hung by Janas’ candy
store.  We took girls in the tunnel and kissed
them.  We also sang acappella because of the
the tunnel’s echo.  It was easy to get across the
highway.”

Clem Skarzynski-”It was our favorite
spot to hangout in the summer.  We sang
street corner stuff there.  It was a cool place to
hangout.  We brought girls in to scare them.”

Emmie Smith-”It was a shortcut to
Melrose.  As a kid, if I missed the school bus
by Check’s on Scott Avenue, I’d run up to the
tunnel and head off the bus on Oak Street and
catch it.”

When I went to shoot these photos of the
tunnel, it marked the first time in about 25
years that I had walked through it, and it
seemed much brighter (perhaps the freshly
painted white walls inside), than it had been
in years gone by, but there was graffiti on the
Melrose side, which took away from the
uniqueness and beauty of the structure.

Back in the late 1970’s, early ‘80’s there
was a bar on Oak Street called The Tunnel,
and it was one of the hot spots on the Route 35
strip at the time.  The bar was located in close
proximity to the tunnel’s entrance on Oak
Street.

Do you have any memories of The
Melrose Tunnel that you would like to share
with our readers?  Please let us know.

The City of South Amboy Recreation
Dept. sponsors the Summer Arts & Crafts
Program at 7 parks for the entertainment of
local youngsters.  The program runs from
June 28-Aug. 6.  Mary Lou DeBlis, Director
of Recreation, would like to introduce the
counselors who work at these parks and
their Supervisor.

Karen Charmello Koestler, Assistant
Recreation Supervisor, started in 1985 as a
Counselor, moving up to her current posi-
tion in 1988.  Karen has been with the
program 19 years.

Kathryn Housman, JOHN CISZEWSKI
PARK, CONOVER ST., is a 1999 graduate
of St. Mary’s Regional H.S.  She graduated
this year from Kean University majoring in
history.  This is Katie’s 6th and final year
with the program.  She will be going for her
Master’s degree in the fall.

Christopher Ball, JOHN CISZEWSKI
PARK, CONOVER ST., graduated from
South Amboy H.S. in 2000.  Chris gradu-
ated this year from Rutgers University, where
he majored in History & Political Science.
This is Chris’ 4th and final year with the
program.  He will be going on to Quinnipac
School of Law, Connecticut in the fall.

Candace Russell, SOUTH PINE AV-
ENUE PARK, is a 2001 graduate of South
Amboy H.S. and is currently entering her
3rd year at Kean University majoring in
Early Education.  This is her 4th year with
the program.

Regan Rone, BARKALOW STREET
PARK, is a 2002 graduate of South Amboy
H.S. and will be entering her junior year at
Jacksonville University, majoring in Physi-
cal Education.  This is Regan’s 3rd year with
the program.

Danielle Ball, SECOND STREET
PARK, graduated from South Amboy H.S.
in 2002 and is attending Middlesex County
College, majoring in Sociology.  This is her
3rd year with the program.

Randy Fallon, AUGUST
CHARMELLO PARK, CONLOGUE
AVE., is a 2002 graduate of South Amboy
H.S. and is entering his junior year at Kean
University, majoring in Criminal Justice.
This is Randy’s 3rd year with the program.

Suzanne Smith, DAVID STREET
PARK, graduated in 2002 from South
Amboy H.S. and is a junior at the University

PRAYER TO THE BLESSED VIRGIN
(Never known to fail)  Oh, most beautiful flower of Mt.

Carmel, Fruitful vine, splendor of Heaven, blessed
Mother of the Son of God, Immaculate Virgin, assist me
in my necessity.  Oh Star of the Sea, help me and show
me, herein  you are my mother.  Oh, Holy Mary, Mother
of God, Queen of Heaven and Earth!  I humbly beseech
you from the bottom of my heart to succor me in this
necessity.  There are none that can withstand your
power.  Oh, show me herein you are my mother.  Oh
Mary, conceived without sin, pray for us who have
recourse to thee (3 times).  Holy Mary, I place this cause
in your hands (3 times).  Say this prayer for 3 consecutive
days.  You must publish  it and it will be granted to you.
Thank you.  -M.T.

Summer Arts & Crafts In South Amboy
of Delaware, majoring in Mathematics.  This
is Suzie’s 3rd year with the program.

Timothy Felice, JOHN ZDANEWICZ
PARK, SIXTH ST., is a 2002 graduate of
Bishop Ahr H.S. and is entering his junior
year at the College of New Jersey, majoring
in Accounting.  This is Tim’s 3rd year with
the Rec.

Stephanie Kasics, JOHN
ZDANEWICZ PARK, SIXTH ST., is a 2003
graduate of South Amboy H.S. and is enter-
ing her 2nd year at Kean University, major-
ing in Elementary Education.  This is
Stephanie’s 2nd year with the Rec.

Kelly Hathcock, AUGUST
CHARMELLO PARK, CONLOGUE
AVE., is a 2003 graduate of South Amboy
H.S. and is attending Middlesex County
College, majoring in Early Childhood Spe-
cial Ed.  This is her 2nd year with the
program.

Nick Shaw, SOUTH PINE AVENUE
PARK, is a 2003 graduate of South Amboy
H.S. and is attending Ramapo College, ma-
joring in Accounting.  This is Nick’s 2nd
year with the Rec.

Danielle Morales, BARKALOW
STREET PARK, is a 2003 graduate of South
Amboy H.S. and will be entering her sopho-
more year at Berkeley College, majoring in
Fashion Marketing Management.  This is
Danielle’s 1st year with the Rec.

Tracie Szatkowski, AUGUST
CHARMELLO PARK, CONLOGUE
AVE., is a 2004 graduate of South Amboy
H.S. and will be entering St. John’s Univer-
sity, majoring in Sports Management.  This
is Tracie’s 1st year with the program.

Alison Lampart, DAVID STREET
PARK, is a 2004 graduate of South Amboy
H.S. and will be entering William Paterson
University in the fall, majoring in Early
Childhood Education.  This is Alison’s 1st
year with the program.

Top (l-r) Chris Ball, Nick Shaw, Tracie Szatkowski, Stephanie Kasics, Randy Fallon, Katie
Housman, Tim Felice.  Front (l-r) Regan Rone, Candace Russell, Karen Charmello Koestler,
Danielle Morales, Alison Lampart, Danielle Ball, Amanda Christensen, Kelly Hathcock,
Suzie Smith.  (Photo by Tom Burkard)
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24 HR
EMERGENCY

SERVICE

SERVICES PROVIDED

• Pest Control
• Quarterly Service
• Bird Control
• Odor Control
• Termite &

Carpenter Ant
Control

• Tick Control
• Flea Control
• All Types of Animal

Control
• Industrial, Commercial
• Cleaning All Types of

Homes & Businesses

• Yard Clean Ups &
Debris Removal

• General Maintenance
• Climate Controlled

Automatic Vents
Installed

Must be Presented at Tiem of Estimate.  One
Coupon per Customer. With coupon only.  coupons

may not be combined with any other offer.
Not valid with any other offer..

Any Carpenter
Ant Treatment

Must be Presented at Tiem of Estimate.  One
Coupon per Customer. With coupon only.  coupons

may not be combined with any other offer.
Not valid with any other offer.

$70 OFF
Any Termite Job
of $500 or More

$50 OFF

800-564-6368

732-721-6368
800-564-6368

732-721-6368

Exterminators
Protecting your business,

your home, your family
For Over 20 Years

Exterminators
Protecting your business,

your home, your family
For Over 20 Years

FREE
Pest

Inspection

Dear Mr. Burkard,
Your newspaper is “priceless,” and I

am sure, all of its readers look forward to
each issue.  At the Sayreville Senior Center,
copies are swooped up as soon as they touch
the shelf, and many a senior has to share a
copy to be able to enjoy the stories you so
eloquently narrate.

Keep up the good work!
Edna Cornell,
Sayreville

LETTERS
Cardinal McCarrick
Carnival

Cardinal McCarrick High School will
be holding its 2nd Annual Carnival, July 27-
31 at the grounds of South Amboy Middle/
High School.  There will be entertainment
nightly, and special nights include Alumni
Night, Tuesday, July 27th, and Wristband
Night on Wed. and Thurs. July 28-29.  Don’t
miss the delicious food, lots of games and
rides!  Come join the fun!

First Aid Seeks New
Members

The South Amboy First Aid Squad is
currently looking for new members to in-
crease its roster.  Additional members are
needed in the Cadet program (age 16-19
years old) and the Regular member class
(age 18 years and up).  The required training
is provided FREE of charge as are the vari-
ous types of uniforms.  Please stop by the
Squad’s headquarters on Main St., or call
732-721-1005 (recorder) for an application
or more information.

The squad would like to remind all
residents to please return the annual Fund
Drive request dropped off in June, if you
have not done so yet.

Trip To U.S. Open
There will be a bus trip to the U.S.

Open, on Sept. 1 with passengers being
picked up at Cheesequake Rest Stop in
Sayreville.  For more info, contact Greg at
732-987-2689. The trip is sponsored by
Georgian Court University Tennis team.

ST. JUDE
May the Sacred Heart of Jesus be adored, glorified,

loved and preserved throughout the world now and
forever.  Sacred Heart of Jesus have mercy on us.  St.
Jude, worker of miracles, pray for us.  St. Jude, helper of
the hopeless, pray for us.  Say this prayer nine times a day
for nine days.  It has never been known to fail.  Publication
must be promised.  Thank you St. Jude.  B.T.S.

NOVENA TO ST. ANTHONY
Oh Holy St. Anthony, gentlest of Saints,  your love

for God and charity for his creatures made you worthy
when on earth to possess miraculous powers.  Miracles
waited on your word, which you were ready to speak
for those in trouble or anxiety.  (Make request).  The
answer to my prayer may require a miracle.  O gentle
and loving St. Anthony whose heart was ever full of
human sympathy, whisper my petition into the ears of
the sweet infant Jesus who loved to be folded in your
arms and the gratitude of my heart will be yours.  This
novena has never been known to fail.  Say Our Father,
Hail Mary and Glory Be. -G.J.K.

NOVENA TO ST. ANTHONY
Oh Holy St. Anthony, gentlest of Saints,  your love

for God and charity for his creatures made you worthy
when on earth to possess miraculous powers.  Miracles
waited on your word, which you were ready to speak
for those in trouble or anxiety.  (Make request).  The
answer to my prayer may require a miracle.  O gentle
and loving St. Anthony whose heart was ever full of
human sympathy, whisper my petition into the ears of
the sweet infant Jesus who loved to be folded in your
arms and the gratitude of my heart will be yours.  This
novena has never been known to fail.  Say Our Father,
Hail Mary and Glory Be. -B.T.S.

ST. JUDE
May the Sacred Heart of Jesus be adored, glorified,

loved and preserved throughout the world now and
forever.  Sacred Heart of Jesus have mercy on us.  St.
Jude, worker of miracles, pray for us.  St. Jude, helper of
the hopeless, pray for us.  Say this prayer nine times a day
for nine days.  It has never been known to fail.  Publication
must be promised.  Thank you St. Jude.  B.T.S.

ST. JUDE
May the Sacred Heart of Jesus be adored, glorified,

loved and preserved throughout the world now and forever.
Sacred Heart of Jesus have mercy on us.  St. Jude, worker
of miracles, pray for us.  St. Jude, helper of the hopeless,
pray for us.  Say this prayer nine times a day for nine days.
It has never been known to fail.  Publication must be
promised.  Thank you St. Jude.  E.P.

ST. JUDE
May the Sacred Heart of Jesus be adored, glorified,

loved and preserved throughout the world now and
forever.  Sacred Heart of Jesus have mercy on us.  St.
Jude, worker of miracles, pray for us.  St. Jude, helper of
the hopeless, pray for us.  Say this prayer nine times a day
for nine days.  It has never been known to fail.  Publication
must be promised.  Thank you St. Jude.  K.A.M.B.

MIRACULOUS INVOCATION
TO ST. THERESA

O Glorious St. Therea, whom Almighty God has
raised up to aid and counsel mankind, I invite your
miraculous intercession. So powerful are you in
obtaining every need of body and soul, our Holy Mother
Church proclaims you a “prodigy of miracles, the greatest
Saint of modern times.” Now I fervently beseech you to
answer my petition (mention here) and carry out your
promise of doing good upon earth of letting fall from
heaven a shower of roses, henceforth,  Dear Little
Flower, I will fulfill your plea to be made known
everywhere and I will never cease to lead others to
Jesus through you. Amen-.M.C.

Summer Memories
Continued from Page 8

came around spraying mosquitoes in the
summer?   Do you ever wonder if they were
really safe? . .Taking big bottles to get
natural spring water at Crossman’s in
Sayreville, Bordentown Ave. spring in
Sayreville (past the S-Curve), and lower
Main Street in South Amboy by the train
bridge. . . The Mr. Softee ice cream truck
owned by Jack O’Toole came to our neigh-
borhood, and had a contest called “Name
The Parrot.”  Winners won an item of choice.
I won!. . .Occasional summer hikes up the
railroad tracks to a lake in back of National
Lead.  Wonder if the “fresh” water that
tasted so good on hot days after the long
walk, was any good for us, and was really
coming out of a natural spring?. .Little
League Coach, Joe Biesiada taking us out to
Stewart’s after we won the ’63 Little Fellas
baseball pennant. . .Playing those fantasy
baseball dice leagues we invented, and keep-
ing records of all the big leaguers in our own
“personal” leagues. . .Our band, “The In-
Between” playing live at our first concert at
MacWilliams Stadium in Perth Amboy dur-
ing the Sportsmen Show in 1967 in front of
about 300 people. . Going to the Sacred
Heart Carnival for summer vacation fun!.
This list could gone on forever, and I’m sure
you have many interesting memories of
your own summers way back when, so why
not drop us a line and share some with The
SA Times readers?

PRAYER TO ST. RITA
Saint of the Impossible

Blessed Rita, Saint of the Impossible, I come to you
with confidence in my great need.  (Mention your
request). You were very pleasing to God on earth and
are much more so now in Heaven. I promise to you this
favor when granted, to better my life, to proclaim God’s
mercy and to make you widely known and loved.
Publication must be promised when favor is granted.
Thank you, St. Rita.  -B.T.S.



16   July 31, 2004 South Amboy-Sayreville Times

From The Local Bands Archives. . .

1962-The Elegants (l-r) Frank Piscitelli, John Bates, John Maher, Nick Piscitelli and Tom
Gurgul.

Nick Piscitelli and His Elegants Debut
*This story is reprinted from the No-

vember 1962 issue of “Echo Lites,” the
Sayreville High School newspaper.

“The Elegants, a new rock and roll
band, made its first appearance at Sayreville
High School recently.  They played for the
Autumn Leaves Festival, sponsored by
“Echo-Lites.”  The band was heartily greeted
and greatly enjoyed by all who attended the
dance.

The Elegants, led by Nick Piscitelli, are
mainly Sayreville students, with the excep-
tion of Frank Piscitelli, a junior at South
River High School.  Beside Nick, who plays
guitar, and Frank, who plays the saxophone,
the group includes Tom Gurgul and John

Bryan Adams

Adams At PNC
The talented Bryan Adams will be per-

forming live in concert at PNC Arts Center
in Holmdel at 8 p.m. on August 6.  Adams
has had a highly successful career, spanning
over 25 years, with worldwide album sales
exceeding over 60 million copies.

Adams has taken over 20 songs to Top
40 ranking, and his number #1 hits include
the popular “Heaven” that reached the top in
1985, the ’91 song, “(Everything I Do) I Do
It For You).”  He teamed with Rod Stewart
and Sting in lat 1993 for the tune “All For
Love.”  In ’96, his #1 song was “Have You
Ever Really Loved A Woman?”

Bates on the guitar and John Maher on the
drums.  Nick, like his cousin Frank, is a
junior.  The other three are Sayreville High
School freshmen.

The Elegants are a vocal as well as an
instrumental group, with Frank and Nick
doing the singing.  Ready and able to play at
all parties and dances, they charge $50 for a
night’s work.

The gratitude of the “Echo-Lites” staff
goes out to these boys who made our dance
the success that it was.”

Ronlad McDonald House Charity ASIA
Scholarship Program

Ronald McDonald House Charities
(RMHC) local Chapters, with support from
Global RMHC, McDonald’s and
McDonald’s restaurants, offer scholarships
to students from communities who face lim-
ited access to educational and career oppor-
tunities.  These scholarships are part of
RMHC’s and McDonald’s ongoing com-
mitment to education.

This is the second year awarding schol-
arships directly to Asian community in ap-
preciation for their patronage.  Each student
receives $5,000.

Our local awardee is Adrian Lazaro
who graduated South Amboy High School.
And will attend College of New Jersey,
major in Illustration

Crosby, Stills & Nash

Crosby, Stills &
Nash In Concert

The legendary trio of Crosby, Stills &
Nash will invade the PNC Arts Center for a
concert on August 9, starting at 8 p.m.  Known
for its exquisite, signature 3-part harmony,
it has been called the “voice of an entire
generation.”  The outstanding group fea-
tures David Crosby, Stephen Stills, and Gra-
ham Nash.

CS&N burst on the music scene at
Woodstock in 1969.  They have had nine
Top 40 hits, with some of the most memo-
rable being “Marrakesh Express,” “Suite
Judy Blue Eyes,” “Woodstock,” “Teach
Your Children,” “Ohio,” a haunting, aware-
ness song about the shooting at Kent State
University.  Other superb songs include
“Our House,” “Just A Song Before I Go,”
“Wasted On The Way,” and “Southern
Cross,” which hit number 18 in 1982.

The supergroup, still going strong after
over 35 years,  was inducted into the Rock
‘N’ Roll Hall of Fame on May 6, 1997

New Music
By Phil Rainone-R & R Music DJ’s

732-316-9447
George Thorogood & the
Destroyers-Greatest Hits (Capitol)

The Destroyers have been creating and
interpreting music for over 30 years.  They
could take old blues and country songs like
“Move It On Over,” or “Who Do You Love”
and mold them into rock classics that hold
onto the original framework, but make them
sound fresh and new!  The 16 songs (“Get a
Haircut,” “American Made,” etc.) are funny,
heartfelt, and just outright ROCK!!  The
cover of Chuck Berry’s “Reelin’ & Rockin’”
is a live, over-the-top show stopper.  They
could have easily made a 2 cd or box set but
these are the core, must-have songs that rock
from start to finish!
Englebert Humperdink-The
Gospel Sessions (Hip-O Records)

Besides Eng’s (his close friends call him
Eng) unique voice, what makes “The Gospel
Sessions” very special is the back up singers
he chose (The Jordanaires –Elvis’ original
backup singers, The Blackwood Bros., and
The Light Crust Doughboys).  Covering gos-
pel standards like “The Old Rugged Cross,”
“How Great Thou Art,” and “Amazing
Grace,” Englebert, the band, and the back up
singers give each reading a freshness that is
inspiring.  He’s on tour in the U.K. and
hopefully will be available for an interview in
a few months.
Petey Pablo- Still Writing in my
Diary: 2nd Entry (Jive)

Like Nelly, Petey Pablo’s new CD is
groundbreaking.  It’s full of Petey’s home-
grown flavor (he’s from North Carolina).  It
reads like a diary of hard-earned success (“I
Swear” and “Be Country”) and humble be-
ginnings (“He Spoke To Me”).  “Freek-A-
Leek” is bound to explode as the albums
biggest hit, but all the songs have substance,
and are rough around the edges.  Full of block
rockin beats, this one will be spinnin’ on the
radio for the entire summer!
The Allman Bros. Band-Stand
Back The Anthology (Hip-O)

This is one of those definitive sets (2
cd’s) that, if someone asked you what the
Allman Bros. are like musically, you would
hand them this, and in about 3 hours they
would probably become fans.  From their
early releases (“Trouble No More,” “Dreams,”
and “Melissa”) to their current hits (“Seven
Turns” and “No One to Run With”) the band
never loses their intensity or thirst to create
meaningful music!  They’re on tour and their
live show will be stellar!

#1 Pop Hits-
July 24th
1993-Can’t Help Falling In Love-UB40
1988-Hold On To The Nights-Richard Marx
1971-Indian Reservation-The Raiders
1962-Roses Are Red-Bobby Vinton
1953-April In Portugal
1940-Fool Rush In
1936-Take My Heart

#1 Country Hits-July
24th
1995-Any Man of Mine-Shania Twain
1980-True Love Ways-Mickey Gilley
1975-Touch The Hand-Conway Twitty
1963-Act Naturally-Buck Owens
1955-I Don’t Care-Webb Pierce
1948-Texarkana Baby-Eddy Arnold

One Hit Wonders
1989-I Remember Holding You-Boys

Club; When I’m With You-Sheriff; What
Am I-Eddie Brickell & The New Bohemi-
ans; Beg Your Pardon-Kon Kan; Heaven
Help Me-Deon Estus with George Michael;
Thinking of You-Sa-Fire; Iko Iko-Belle
Stars; Where Are You Now?-Jimmy Harnen
with Synch; Cry-Waterfront; Angel Eyes-
Jeff Healey Band; Talk It Over-Grayson
Hugh; Swing The Mood-Jive Bunny and the
Mixmasters; Don’t Make Me Over-Sybil;
Don’t Close Your Eyes-Kix.

Community Talent
Sought

Have you always wanted to be on stage?
Love to sing or do stand up comedy?  Take
a walk on the wild side and sign up for the
Community Talent Show to be held at the
2004 Raritan Bay Seafood Festival on Sept.
12.  Call Camille at 732-525-5969 or e-mail
to TOOKER@NJTOWN.NET.

PRAYER TO THE BLESSED VIRGIN
(Never known to fail)  Oh, most beautiful flower of Mt.

Carmel, Fruitful vine, splendor of Heaven, blessed
Mother of the Son of God, Immaculate Virgin, assist me
in my necessity.  Oh Star of the Sea, help me and show
me, herein  you are my mother.  Oh, Holy Mary, Mother
of God, Queen of Heaven and Earth!  I humbly beseech
you from the bottom of my heart to succor me in this
necessity.  There are none that can withstand your
power.  Oh, show me herein you are my mother.  Oh
Mary, conceived without sin, pray for us who have
recourse to thee (3 times).  Holy Mary, I place this cause
in your hands (3 times).  Say this prayer for 3 consecutive
days.  You must publish  it and it will be granted to you.
Thank you.  -K.A.M.B.

PRAYER TO THE BLESSED VIRGIN
(Never known to fail)  Oh, most beautiful flower of Mt.

Carmel, Fruitful vine, splendor of Heaven, blessed
Mother of the Son of God, Immaculate Virgin, assist me
in my necessity.  Oh Star of the Sea, help me and show
me, herein  you are my mother.  Oh, Holy Mary, Mother
of God, Queen of Heaven and Earth!  I humbly beseech
you from the bottom of my heart to succor me in this
necessity.  There are none that can withstand your
power.  Oh, show me herein you are my mother.  Oh
Mary, conceived without sin, pray for us who have
recourse to thee (3 times).  Holy Mary, I place this cause
in your hands (3 times).  Say this prayer for 3 consecutive
days.  You must publish  it and it will be granted to you.
Thank you.  -M.M.
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Thousands of yard-salers turned out for the 1st Annual S.A.N.D. City-Wide yard sale.  The
event was a huge success, and many people found great treasures throughout the yard
sales of 160 residents.  (Photo By Tom Burkard)

On July 17, Gene O’Toole (4th from left), a South Amboy veteran, celebrated his 75th
birthday with family and friends.  Congratulations Gene!  We wish you all the very best in life!

School Sports
By Tom Burkard

2004 Final Local Leaders
Baseball-South Amboy 14-4, Gold Di-

vision Champs; Cardinal McCarrick 6-11;
Sayreville 7-14.

Batting Avg.-Brian Seres, SA .500 (Tied
for 5th in county); Nick Scarillo, SA .491
(7th in county); Joe Bartlinski, SA .421; Joe
Magnifico, SA .416; Kyle Babulak, CM
.406; Jeff Toth, Sayreville .375; Dan Louis,
Sayreville .373; Adam Szatkowski .364;
David Donner, Sayreville .362; Matt Paullus,
CM .357; Andrew Rios, CM .350.

*Sayreville resident, Eric Douglas bat-
ted .364 for Bishop Ahr, while South Amboy
resident, Mike Bujalkowski hit .354 for St.
Joseph’s.

Hits-Seres 32 (Tied for 7th in county);
Scarillo 29; Magnifico 25; Donner 25;
Bartlinski 24; Andrew Lieberman 21; Adam
Szatkowski 20.

*Bujalkowski 26; Douglas 20.
Doubles-Bartlinski 8; Magnifico 8;

Donner 7.
*Bujalkowski 7.
Triples-Donner 2; Seres 2.
RBI-Scarillo 27 (Tied for 3rd in county);

Seres 21; Bartlinski 20; Jared Mundy 19;
Donner 16.

Home Runs-Louis 4; Seres 3; Scarillo
2; Donner 2.

Wins-Seres 5; Bartlinski 4; Magnifico
4.

*Bujalkowski 8.
ERA-Brandon Aich, Sayreville 0.93

(Tied for 1st in county); Bartlinski 0.96 (5th
in county); Magnifico 2.18; Seres 2.69.

*Bujalkowski 1.03 (6th in county).
Strikeouts-Seres 54; Bartlinski 29; Aich

22.
*Bujalkowski 76.
Softball
South Amboy 11-5; Sayreville 5-13;

Cardinal McCarrick 3-13.
Batting Avg. Keryn Rosenberger, SA

.489 (4th in county); Sarah O’Connor, SA

.462 (8th in county); Jessica Nicola,
Sayreville .444; Nicole Scarillo, SA .408;
Jen Riehl, SA .373; Shauna Zdanewicz, SA
.368.

Hits-Nicola 24; Rosenberger 22; Riehl

19; O’Connor 18; Scarillo 17; Zdanewicz
14.

Doubles-Scarillo 5; Nicola 3;
Rosenberger 3.

Triples-Nicola 3; Rosenberger 2;
Scarillo 2.

RBI-Rosenberger 18; O’Connor 14;
Scarillo 11; Nicola 10.

Home Runs-Nicola 3 (Tied for 2nd in
county); Rosenberger 1.

Wins-Rosenberger 11
ERA-0.98
Strikeouts-Rosenberger 131 (7th in

county).

Eagles Choose New
Football Coach

Rich Neyers has been named to replace
Ron Raymond as head football coach at
Cardinal McCarrick H.S.  Raymond resigned
to coach at Spotswood H.S.

Neyers played football in high school,
at Albright College, and professionally in
Germany.  He has also coached on the col-
lege level, and most recently at John F.
Kennedy H.S.  Good luck, Rich!

Locals Receive
Honors

The Star-Ledger selected the following
high school athletes for post-season honors:

Softball
2nd Team All-Middlesex-Jessica

Nicola, Sayreville; 3rd Team-Kerry
Rosenberger, South Amboy.

Baseball
Group 1 All State-3rd Team-Brian

Seres, South Amboy
3rd Team All-Middlesex-Brian Seres,

SA; David Donner, Sayreville.

A PRAYER FOR HEALING
Lord, you invited all who are burdened to come to

You.  Allow your healing hand to heal me.  Touch my
soul with Your compassion for others.  Touch my heart
with Your courage and infinite love for all.  Touch my
mind with Your wisdom, that my mouth may always
proclaim Your praise.  Teach me to reach out to You in
my need.  Help me to lead others to You by my
example.  Most loving Heart of Jesus, bring me health
in body and spirit so that I may serve You with all my
strength.  Touch gently this life which you have created.
Amen -T.B.
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Glory Days In
Local Sports

By Tom Burkard

T.H.E.
Game

By Tom Burkard

From The Sports Archives. . .

1962-This talented Daylight Bakery team finished (12-6) in the South Amboy Little Fellas
League, losing to a mighty Progressive Fire Co. club in the playoffs.
Pictured Top Row (l-r) ?, ?, Steve Douglas, Tony Ruszala, Ralph Scully, ?, Ray Zrebiec,
Frannie Fee, Manager Lou Komosinski.  Bottom Row (l-r) ?, Dave Beshada, Scott Douglas,
Jake Krolik,  Bob Standowski, Andy Wilson, Tom Ruszala, Johnny Kozak.  Do you know any
of the ? question marks.  Let us know.

1948-St. Mary’s stopped St.
Peter’s, 3-0 behind a fine 2-hitter
by Ray Stockton, who also went
2-for-3 at the plate.  Catcher,

Jack McKeon had a perfect 3-
for-3 game for the Eagles. .
.1955-Sayreville behind Bob

Witkowski’s 1-hitter topped Metuchen, 5-
3.  The game only went 5 innings because of
the Prom.  John Marcinczyk belted the game-
winning triple.  Bob Reess had an RBI
single. . .1964-Hoffman crushed Croydon
Hall, 10-5 in diamond play.  Frank Jankowski
hammered 2 singles and a triple, Ed Mackiel
whacked 2 two-baggers, Jerry Drill laced 3
singles, and winning pitcher, Hal Dennen
struck out 6 and hit a double. . .1970-The
Eagles of St. Mary’s, stopped Red Bank
Catholic, 3-0 on a sparkling 1-hitter by soph,
Jim Shannon, who also singled in a run.
Doug Sprague smashed a 2-run single.  Nick
Charmello blasted a single and triple, and
Bob Miller added a double. . .1985-Kevin
Hourahan unloaded a 2-run homer in the 8th
inning, while Bob Tomaszewski and Matt
Sullivan added solo home runs to lead
Sayreville to an 18-13 triumph over Perth
Amboy. 1997-South Amboy belted New
Brunswick, 11-5 in girls softball.  Kim
Peterson drilled a 2-run single, while Tina
Babbino and Sue Rowley stroked 2 hits
apiece.  Nicole Magnifico struck out 10 and
was the winning pitcher.

Year-1997
Sport-Girls Softball
Teams-South Amboy vs. St. Mary’s

(City Series)
Recap-The Lady Guvs rode powerful

offensive performances from Sue Rowley
who went 5-for-5 with a double and homer,
winning pitcher Lily Munoz (a double and 4
RBI), and Tina Babbino (a double and 5
RBI), to trounce the Lady Saints, 23-9.  Tracy
McCurdy and Molly McCreary knocked in
2 runs each for SM.

Tri-MVP’s-Rowley, Munoz, Babbino.

Diamond Dust
By Tom Burkard

1955-South Amboy Little League-First
Aid 11 Protection 8.  Bob Graber went 4-for-
4 with 3 doubles, while Robert Gomolka
was the winning pitcher.

1970-South Amboy Little Fellas
League-K of C 5 English Chevron 1.  Jerry
McAndrew was the winning pitcher.

1972-SA Little Fellas-Lions 15 Protec-
tion 4.  Bob Decker stroked 3 hits to back
winning pitcher Dave Newton.

1973-Sayreville Senior Division-NJ
Steel 7 Derent’s Fuel 6.  Tom Kalick was the
winning pitcher in relief.

Laurel Park Junior League-Pirates 7
Cards 4.  Winning pitcher, Brian Bottomly
struck out 13.

Laurel Park Senior Girls Softball
League-Blue Jays 7 Sparrows 6.  Winning
pitcher, Rhonda Rompola’s double in the
7th inning drove in the game winner.

Morgan Babe Ruth League-Fred’s
Sunoco 15 Morgan Lions 1.  Ross Buckalew
hurled a sparkling 1-hitter for the win.

Morgan AA Girls Softball-Royal Blues
7 Blue Angels 3.  Janet Keating chalked up
the victory.

SA Babe Ruth-Sacred Heart 2 Komars
0.  Ray Scupp fired a brilliant no-hitter.

1974-South Amboy Midget League-
Cards 3 Orioles 1.  Bob Leslie belted a single
for the game winning RBI.

SA Little Fellas-Jo-Tom’s 6 Daylight
Bakery 5.  John Pipala singled in the game
winner.

1975-SA Girls Softball League-Jets 17
Angels 0.  Jackie Franz was a perfect 3-for-
3.

1998-American Legion-Sayreville 6
Father & Son 4.  Ron Wrobel’s 2-run single
in the the sixth inning won it.  Winning
pitcher Ken Hayes struck out 8.

Potenski’s Big
Game

1997-Sayreville Bombers’ slugger,
Matt Potenski had a dream game, blasting
two, 3-run homers and driving in 7 runs
while going 3-for-3 to lead Sayreville to a
10-8 victory over St. Joseph’s.  John Nuber
was the winning pitcher.

The summer sun can lift our spirits and
warm our bodies.  Every year summer also
brings heat exhaustion and death when people
get too hot, for too long.  “When the heat and
humidity rise above 90 degrees, about 4-10
cases of heat-related illness show up each day
in the emergency room at Brigham and
Women’s Hospital in Boston,” says Stephen
Bohan, M.D., clinical director of the depart-
ment.  “That’s as high as any other single
complaint.”

Heat exhaustion is the most common
syndrome complicating physical exertion in
warm or hot weather.  Both the degree of
outside temperature and the intensity of  physi-
cal activity play important roles.  Intense
physical exertion in moderately warm weather
may be as dangerous in this regard as moder-
ate exertion in hot weather.  Heavy sweating
resulting in dehydration, excessive hyper-
thermia, and failing cardiovascular functions
causes symptoms of heat exhaustion.

On average, 371 people die each year in
the U.S. of “excessive heat exposure” ac-
cording to the U.S. Center for Disease Con-
trol and Prevention statistics from 1979-1997,
the most recent available.  The death rate
among people 65 and older is three times the
average.  The age group most adversely af-
fected by the heat re small children, the
elderly, and those infirmed and bothered by
mental illness.  Among people who are not
elderly or impaired, the most common heat
emergencies occur when people exercise at
midday, between 10 a.m. and 3 p.m. on hot,
humid days, and don’t drink enough fluids.

The body’s cooling mechanism depends
on evaporating perspiration, but if the humid-
ity is really high that can’t happen, and those
people become rapidly hyperthermic.

As always, an ounce of prevention is
worth a pound of cure!  Drink plenty of fluids
before, during and after exercising; wear
lightweight, light-colored clothing.  If you
feel not only hot, but lightheaded or weak as
well, it may be time to seek help.

All In The Family
By Tom Burkard

Talk about local baseball talent!  How
‘bout that Neumann Family?  Rudy starred
for Hoffman High’s 1945 Shore Conference
championship team, and was an All-County,
All-State selection as pitcher.  The torch of
excellence was passed to his son Rudy who
played for the Guvs on the ’75 CJ Group I
State Champs.  He was also an All-County,
All-State pick.  In 1979, his brother, Randy
finished an outstanding career at Hoffman,
as he led his team to the CJ Group I crown,
while being chosen for the All-County, All-
State, and New York Daily News All-Star
team.

Update On ’69
Baseball Champs

Last month we featured “South
Amboy: A Tale of Two Titles,” a story
commemorating the 35th Anniversary of
the state championships won by Hoffman,
St. Mary’s and Sayreville High School’s
baseball teams.  We mentioned those who
were All-State selections, and now, those
who received All-County honors from The
News Tribune:

1st Team-3b-Dennis Nardone, St.
Mary’s; p-Frank Olszewski, Sayreville;

2nd Team-c-Gary Unkel, Sayreville;
of-Joe Gabel-Sayreville;

3rd Team-ss-Nick Charmello-SM; 1b-
John Clark-SM; 3b-Larry Kurzawa-
Hoffman; c-Bernie Mackiel-SM; p-Mike
Drahos-SM.

Youth League
Archives Feedback

Rich “Ish” Ambroziak identified a few
members from last month’s featured team,
First Aid, the 1959 South Amboy Little
Fellas League champions.  One of the
coaches was the late Bob Kelly.  “Ish” also
noted one of the question marks was Don
Smith, and possibly Bob Cavanaugh.
Thanks, “Ish” for your help!

Bujalkowski
Chosen “Player of
The Year”

South Amboy resident, Mike
Bujalkowski, who starred for St. Joseph’s
was chosen Middlesex County’s “Player of
The Year” by The Star Ledger.  Bujalkowski
was a 2nd All Groups, All-State choice, 1st
team All-State Parochial, and 1st team All-
Middlesex pick.  In 2004, he was (8-1) with
an ERA of 1.03.   Mike pitched 54 innings
and struck out 76.  He finished his career
with a superb (15-3) won-lost record, 1.62
ERA, 148 strikeouts in 112 innings.

NOVENA TO ST. ANTHONY
Oh Holy St. Anthony, gentlest of Saints,  your love

for God and charity for his creatures made you worthy
when on earth to possess miraculous powers.  Miracles
waited on your word, which you were ready to speak
for those in trouble or anxiety.  (Make request).  The
answer to my prayer may require a miracle.  O gentle
and loving St. Anthony whose heart was ever full of
human sympathy, whisper my petition into the ears of
the sweet infant Jesus who loved to be folded in your
arms and the gratitude of my heart will be yours.  This
novena has never been known to fail.  Say Our Father,
Hail Mary and Glory Be. -B.T.S.

NOVENA TO ST. ANTHONY
Oh Holy St. Anthony, gentlest of Saints,  your love

for God and charity for his creatures made you worthy
when on earth to possess miraculous powers.  Miracles
waited on your word, which you were ready to speak
for those in trouble or anxiety.  (Make request).  The
answer to my prayer may require a miracle.  O gentle
and loving St. Anthony whose heart was ever full of
human sympathy, whisper my petition into the ears of
the sweet infant Jesus who loved to be folded in your
arms and the gratitude of my heart will be yours.  This
novena has never been known to fail.  Say Our Father,
Hail Mary and Glory Be. -B.T.S.

Ignatius “Iggy” Spina of South Amboy was
one of the finest track & field stars at St.
Mary’s High School between 1938-41, winning
many events with his blazing speed.   As a
freshman in 1938, he captured a silver medal
for finishing 2nd place in the 60-yard dash at
the New Jersey Parochial School State
Championship, which was sponsored by the
Knights of Columbus and held at the Elizabeth
Armory.  Coach “Fritz” McLaughlin’s Eagles
did not compete again in the states during this
time.  Spina feels that his sophomore and
junior years were his best as a 100-yard dash
runner.  In early October 1940, he broke his
leg in a sandlot football game against Hoffman,
and was not quite as effective in his senior
year.  (Note the old St. Mary’s High School in
the background to the right, and St. Mary’s
Church to the left).
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Members of Hoffman High School’s 1984 Group 1 State Championship Team are still playing
great ball with the South Amboy Diamondbacks in the over 30 league.  Pictured (l-r) Scott
Gumprecht, Rob Ruskuski, John “Skeets” Skarzynski and Dave Gumprecht.  (Photo by Tom
Burkard)

20 Years Ago. . .
Hoffman Wins State Title

By Tom Burkard

1984-Rookie baseball coach, George
Krzyzanowski achieved the ultimate goal in
high school coaching, by leading his highly-
talented Hoffman team to the Group I state
baseball championship.

The legendary roster consisted of: Kevin
Gorczyca, Dave Gumprecht, Rob Ruskuski,
Mark Thompson, Joe Samuelson, Bob Gal-
lery, John “Skeets” Skarzynski, Joe Ramer,
Peter Smith, Scott Gumprecht, Andrew
Moran, Randy Stratton, Billy Bright, Jim
McCabe and Stan Zawacki.

CJ Group I Semifinals
Hoffman 3 Metuchen 0- Mark Th-

ompson fired a brilliant 6-hit, shutout to lead
Hoffman to a 3-0 win over Metuchen.  Peter
Smith drove in 2 runs, and Andrew Moran
contributed an RBI.

CJ Group I Final
Hoffman 4 Bound Brook 3-The Gov-

ernors pulled out a hard-fought, 4-3 victory
in 9 innings over Bound Brook to cop the
Central Jersey Group I title.  Kevin
Gorczyca’s infield single with two outs in
the 9th drove in the winning run.  Billy
Bright doubled in the 9th with one out,
moved to third on Stanley Zawacki’s infield
single, and scored on Gorczyca’s huge clutch
hit.  John “Skeets” Skarzynski went the
distance to pick up the win, hurling a fine 5-
hitter, while striking out 8.  Bright blasted a
home run in the 5th inning.  Skarzynski also
added an RBI for Hoffman.

Group I Semis
Hoffman 5 Woodstown 2-Thompson,

pitched and batted Hoffman to victory, by
tossing a 3 hitter, striking out 6, and also
belting a 2-run homer for the game winner.
Smith and Randy Stratton each drilled RBI
singles.

Group I State Championship
Hoffman 3 Emerson Borough 0-

Hoffman (18-3) behind  Skarzynski’s mas-
terful 3-hit performance, in which he lim-
ited state powerhouse Emerson (29-3,
Ranked #12 in state) to 3 singles, while
striking out one and not walking a batter.

With no score in the top of the 4th
inning, Skarzynski walked, went to second
on a single by Smith, and both scored on a
booming two-base hit by Thompson, to make
it 2-0, Governors.  The Purple & Gold lit up
the scoreboard again in the 6th, when Smith
singled, went to second on a throwing error,

then to third on a wild pitch, and scored on
a passed ball.

Coach Krzyzanowski has vivid memo-
ries of the ’84 Governors.  “I can still envi-
sion John Skarzynski on the mound with his
nice lefty pickoff move picking somebody
off first.  Also the overall solid defense of the
team with Smith and Ruskuski, and the
speed of Stratton and Bright in the outfield,
and Gorczyca catching.  In the state final,
second baseman, Scott Gumprecht made
two big plays that kept Emerson Borough
from getting back into the game.  Thompson
and Skarzynski were both number 1 pitchers
in my book.  The addition of Rob Ruskuski
as a transfer really filled the hole at short-
stop.  What a great set of hands on “Rus!”

These guys were really vocal, outgoing
kids.  They were always off the bench,
talking and jawing, always involved in the
game.

The legendary Hoffman Governors
1984 Group I State Baseball Champions
finished with a superb 19-3 record.  The
talented athletes received many awards for
their achievements.

The News Tribune for its All-County
1st Team chose Skarzynski at first base and
Thompson -pitcher.  Gorczyca-catcher and
Smith-third base were Honorable Mentions.
Skarzynski copped his second straight Gold
Glove as TNT’s first baseman.  The Star
Ledger picked Skarzynski as All-Middlesex
County’s 1st Team pitcher; Thompson-2nd
Team pitcher; Gorczyca-catcher and Smith-
third base were Honorable Mentions.  All-
State Group I  First Team-Skarzynski-
pitcher; 3rd Team-Thompson-pitcher.   Four
players were 1st Team All CVC choices:
Pitchers-Skarzynski and Thompson;
Catcher-Gorczyca; Third Baseman-Smith.
Three were picked for the 2nd Team All
CVC: Second Baseman-Scott Gumprecht;
Outfielder-Andrew Moran; Designated Hit-
ter-Zawacki.

Stats, Etc.-Thompson was the
Middlesex County ERA champion with a
miniscule 0.72. . Skarzynski turned in a nice
1.45.  Skarzynski had the best winning per-
centage in the county with a perfect 9-0,
1.000. . .Thompson finished 8-1. . .Smith
was Hoffman’s leading hitter with a .409
batting average. . .Gorczyca was drafted by
the San Diego Padres in the 19th round. . .
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